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He appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded our fathers that they

should make them known to their children......PsALM lxxviii. 5.

&nd that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able

to make thee wise unto salvation, through faith, which is in Christ Je

tus.......2 TIM. iii. 15.
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'A'o the \\ow, StepWew Way, \ewsselaer,

Whose privilege it was from a child to know the holy serſ'

tures ; who has been enabled in the various elevated stations which he

has occupied and still occupies, eminently to adorn the doctrine of the

scriptures ; and who, by his frequent and munificent benefactions, has

exerted an important influence in promoting their diffusion, the follow.

ing discourse, intended to recommend them to the more general atten

tion of the youth in our common schools, is inscribed,

With the most profound respect,

By his unſeigned, although unworthy friend,

And very chliged servant, -

THr ºurhoº.

3.24.
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A SERMON, &c.

—-oº:340s

DEUTERoNoMY, v1. 6, 7.

And these words which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart;

and thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children.

In the fifth verse, we are commanded to love the

Plord our God nith all our heart, and nith all our soul,

and nith all our might. Love constitutes the essence

of religion, and may be pronounced the noblest pas

sion which ever expanded the bosom of man, or of an

gel ; but on what object can our affections centre with

such propriety as upon the King Eternal, Immortal,

and Invisible ; a being infinitely glorious, possessing

every attribute and excellence, which can excite our

* admiration, or command our confidence, or secure our

esteem; a being also from whose overflowing fulness

we derive every blessing, whether temporal or spiritu

al; all that we experience on earth, or anticipate

through eternity. Love is the religion of Heaven ; in

those blissful regions this principle exerts its most ge

nial, elevating, and attractive influence, binding man

to man, binding angel to angel, and all the hosts of

*Heaven in one harmonious concert, to the ever-living

ever-loving God, as the source of perfection, and hap

piness, and glory. In this imperfect, militant state,

fellow christians, our love to our Saviour and God, is

shamefully languid, because our conceptions of his

glories are so limited ; but hereafter, when we shall see

as nye are seen, and know as nye are known, our hearts

will be completely absorbed in the admiration of his

| excellencies, as the ray of light becomes merged in the

radiance of the noon-day sun. -

These words, mentioned in the sixth verse, may

perhaps be considered as referring to the decalogue, or

ten commandments: They had been recently written

by the finger, the immediate power of God, upon ta

bles of stone, and delivered over to Moses for the use
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of Israel, and of all succeeding ages. These may be

regarded as a most precious, venerable document, not

merely as the Lord God was the author, but also as

they were probably the first writing ever executed in

our world, and all the writing now used among men is

merely an imitation of that as the model. Thus it ap

pears that as the art of speaking, so the art of writing

is celestial in its origin; it is derived immediately from

the Father of lights, the author of every endowment

by which man is exalted above the inanimate, and ir

rational worlds, . It would perhaps be difficult to form

an estimate of the comparative excellence of these two

arts ; the faculty of speech can be exerted more

º

promptly, and by it we are capable of holding inter

course with those around us with less inconvenience;

by the art of writing we can converse with persons at

a distance, we can communicate our views to millions

at the same time; nay, we can send down our thoughts

to generations unborn. -

These words may also be considered as referring

to the whole system of revealed truth; all that was

written through successive ages by holy men of God,

speaking as they mere moved by the Holy Ghost. This

whole revelation, comprehending the two testaments,

forms one complete canon; one perfect system of prin

ciple and practice, designed for the edification of the

church, until her militant state on earth is exchanged

for the full perfection of heavenly glory.

These nords shall be in thine heart. It is an un

speakable privilege to have the Bible in our world; to

possess this disclosure of the divine will relative to the

method of our redemption. It is also an unspeakable

privilege to possess the scriptures in our own language,

and in our respective houses, but we ought not to rest

satisfied with these external advantages; we should

aim at having them in our hearts ; we should be fre

quently and affectionately revolving them in our

thoughts; we ought to make them the subject of our

daily and delightful contemplation, until every motive,

and desire, and hope is moulded into the very letter,

f

!

and spirit of the Bible. , , * º**
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And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy

children. This is the member of the verse to which

your attention is more immediately invited on the

present occasion, which must be regarded by all as an

occasion of more than ordinary interest and magnitude.

I see around me a host of young immortals, many of

whom have merely stepped on the threshold of being;

they possess faculties which are just beginning to un

fold, but which must continue to unfold and expand

through ever revolving ages. And who knows but

their destinies both here and hereafter may depend, in

some degree, on the instructions now to be imparted 2

May the Spirit of God and of glory, who originally

wrote these nords on the tables of stone, now engrave

them indelibly on the tables of their hearts, while I at

tempt to show,

I. Why the Scriptures should be taught diligent

ly to our children; and inquire,

II. On whom this duty is incumbent. -

1. The scriptures should be taught to our children,

as they are a most authentic, historical record. If

man is placed in an insulated situation, excluded from

any acquaintance with the transactions of ages which

are past, if his attention is confined to events which

occur in his own period of time, and under his own

eyes, how comparatively contracted must be his knowl

edge How ignorant must he necessarily remain, not

only of things which happened in the world of which

he is , n inhabitant, but in the very family of which he

is a member His knowledge of mankind must be

limited in a great measure to those who reside in his

own vicinity, and almost to the few with whom he is in

the habit of associating. But by the AID which histo

ry affords, all preceding generations are presented

obviously before him ; he becomes familiar with po

ets, and philosophers, and moralists who have enter

tained, and enlightened, and adorned the world not

only in the most distant parts of the earth, but in the

remotest periods of time; he discovers the enormity

of vice in the degradation and misery into which it has

plunged individuals, and families, and communities;
• *
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which successively occurred; but how confused, how

3. - * * º

and he sees also the real excellence of piety and vir

tue, in the happiness of those by whom they have been

duly cultivated. But of all the historical records which

have enlarged our acquaintance with men and things,

the Bible is beyond comparison the most satisfac

tory. In the Koran of Mahomed, in the Shasters

of the eastern Bramin, in the tales of the Egyptian

Magi, and in the numerous volumes of Grècian and

• Roman story, we have some account of the earlier a

ges of the world, and of the most memorable events |

º
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contradictory, and inmany instanceshow grossly absurd

do they appear ! They are to the inquiring mind as

the obscure glimmering of twilight to the natural eye.

We can merely conjecture from them that such events

have taken place, without being able to ascertain the

origin, or order, or manner, or design of their exis

tence. But amidst that radiance which the lamp of

revelation sheds around, the whole scene is brought

distinctly to our view. We can look back to the com

mencement of time, and see this world with all the va

riety and richness of its furniture coming forth into ex

istence at the command of the Great First Cause ; we

can discover not merely the time nhen every spe

cies of being arose out of nothing, but the exact or

der of their creation, and the station which each was

designed by the sovereign, infinitely wise Creator

to occupy in his world. Compare for a moment the

account of the origin of all things given by Moses,

with the fabulous conjectures of heathen historians and

poets, and the contrast appears greater than between

the momentary, precarious glare of the meteor and the

regular radiance of the sun. In the first chapter of

Genesis how minutely, and satisfactorily can we trace

the progress of the Creator, step by step, in the migh

ty work, from the first production of matter to the

final cornpletion of the whole syster, *

- There is one circumstance, relating to the crea

tion of man, as recorded by the sacred historian, parti

cularly entitled to our consideration, as it prest is a

most interesting display of the divine wisdom and be
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nignity, Adam, our great ancestor, is not called into

being on the first, or second, or even third day; his

creation is suspended until every thing was formed

which could contribute to his convenience and com

fort. The earth is separated from the waters and the

dry land appears, upon which he might walk; after

wards the firmament or atmosphere is formed, affording

a pure element in which he might breathe ; afterwards

the greater and the lesser lights are created, which

might not only serve to cheer the eye, but direct him

in the ordinary employments of life; and when every

preparation is thus made for his comfortable and hon

ourable accommodation, man, the destined lord of

this lower world, is created and introduced to the pos

session of his empire. The palace is erected, it is gar

nished in a manner the most sumptuous and magnifi

cent, it is replenished with every variety of furniture,

a rich profusion of all that could minister to the hap

piness of man is provided, and afterwards Adam the

rightſul heir is placed in the full occupancy of his in

heritance. -

It is worthy of notice that, in his history of the

creation, Moses does not commence his narrative by

asserting that there-is a God, but simply relates that

in the beginning God made the heavens and the earth.

The belief of a great original Cause is a principle in

terwoven with our nature, it is incorporated with eve

ry faculty of the rational, immortal mind, and has there

fore been uniformly avowed by every nation under

heaven. The members of the great family of mankind

which have been scattered over the face of the earth,

from age to age, have differed from each other in a

thousand circumstances; they have varied, and they

still vary in colour, in feature, in size of body, in

secular pursuits, in intellectual powers, in literary

attainments and in their outward modes of worship;

but all the unnumbered inhabitants of our world have

united in their belief and acknowledgment of a God.

Extraordinary as the fact may appear, it is not less

true than extraordinary, that an atheist is a monster to

be found only in Christian countries; and his faith, if

- B
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he has any, must be considered the result of the comi

plete triumph of depravity over conscience, and rea

son, and revelation. +

The causes of various phenomena, both in the

physical and moral world, which are unaccountable to

unenlightened reason, are disclosed in a manner the

most satisfactory in the historical parts of the Bible.

Sages among the heathen have always acknowledged

that some fatal disaster must have happened to our

system. By those earthquakes which sometimes shake

our globe to its centre ; by the volcanoes which ocea

sionally rend it, threatning to empty it of its bowels;

by the tornado whose fearful, wasteful career spreads

desolation over its surface, and prostrates the proud

est monuments of human enterprize; by those eclip

ses under which the heavenly luminaries appear often

to labor; by those nameless and innumerable diseases

which prey upon the body of man, and by the cares

which distract, and those foul passions which frequent

ly agitate and infuriate his soul, they have conjectured

and even concluded that neither the natural, nor the

moral world now appears as when it first proceeded

from the hand of an all-wise, benevolent Creator. Yet,

when this disaster happened, or how it should have

happened, all the philosophers who were the pride of

the countries in which they respectively arose, could

not even conjecture. But from the history of the Bi

ble we learn precisely when the mournful catastrophe

took place, and what produced it. Here we are taught

that by one man, through the seductions of a fallen an

gel, sin entered into our n'orld which brought upon us

death with all our disorders and woes.

Thus I am free to assert that as an historical

document, venerable for its antiquity, undeniable in

its evidence, concise, yet distinct in its narrative, con

sistent in all its parts, comprehensive in its range,

reaching back to the commencement, and by its pro

phecies carrying us forward to the consummation of

time, the Bible is a book in which our youth ought

early to be instructed.

2. The scriptures are most suitable and profi
*
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table for youth as they exhibit exalted specimens of

the beautiful and sublime in composition. The Crea

tor has formed the human mind susceptible of enjoy

ment from various sources, but perhaps from scarcely

any source do we derive pleasures either more ration

al, or refined, or exquisite than from the contempla

tion of objects lofty in their nature. With what emo

tions of rapture do we gaze on the “concaved” heav

ens, or on the ocean as it spreads unbounded before

us, or on the river rolling on in its majesty, filling and

occasionally overflowing its banks, or on the cataract

breaking abruptly over the rugged precipice, and foam

ing and thundering along in its course; or on the lofty

mountain which apparently cleaves the heavens with

its summit. But, probably, nothing which may be con

hected with the sublime, affords pleasure more exalted

or ennobling in its tendency than that of composition.

Thus the descriptions of Homer in his. Iliad, and of

Virgil in his Pastorals, and more particularly in his

AEneid, and of Milton, in his Paradise Lost, have been

regarded as distinguished models of the sublime, and

as such have been recommended to the study of youth,

from age to age, for their intellectual improvement

and gratification. But in the estimation of every com

petent, and impartial critic, all the writings of uninspir

ed men, ancient or modern, fall short of the sacred

scriptures in point of sublimity whether we regard the

matter or manner. The very subjects there presen

ted to our contemplation are inconceivably grand, and

calculated to interest, and elevate, and improve the

youthful mind. There we read of the great God with

his various perfections; all underived, independent

and infinite ; as the only Potentate, only having immor

talily, the same yesterday, existing necessarily, and es

sentially from etermity past, and to day, and for ever;

preparing his throne in the heavens, divelling in light

n:hich no man ean approach unto ; nhom no man hath

seen or can see : creating the worlds by the breath of his

mouth, upholding all things by the nord of his ponſer,

opening his hand, and satisfying the desires of every

Wiving thing ; in the scriptures also is brought to view
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tian, but even by heathen critics. Longinus, in his

dissertation on the sublime, has selected passages from

Moses as excelling in this respect.

3. The Scriptures should be taught to our youth

as exhibiting the most perfect system of morality.—

The golden sayings of Pythagoras, and the morals of

Seneca, and Cicero's discourses on the nature of the

gods, and the volumes of Aristotle contain many ad

mirable maxims for human conduct, and when consi

dered as the production of men destitute of the light

of divine truth, they are an eternal rebuke to the li

centious writings of many who have been born, and

educated in Christian countries. -

Yet, whether we regard the motives of action

which these moralists present, or the considerations by

which their duties are enforced, there is nothing ex

travagant in the assertion that their doctrines fall in

finitely short of the morality of the Bible. The attri

butes of the Deity, as exhibited by the inspired wri

ters, his justice, his holiness, his truth, his benignity,

his forbearance towards man, notwithstanding our in

finite imperfections, and the riches of his mercy, as

manifested in pardoning the penitent, are calculated

powerfully to inspire with the love of justice, to charm

with the beauties of holiness, with the excellence of

charity, and to excite in the youthful bosom a corres

pondent hatred of injustice, of oppression, of impuri

ty, of deceit in all its forms, and of every species of

intolerance and revenge. Who can unfeelingly op

press a fellow creature, or contemplate unmelted the

iniseries of another when he attentively reads that the

Lord God is merciful, gracious, ready to pardon iniqui

ty, that he is full of pily, that in all the afflictions of his

people he is afflicted, and that his mercies are from ever

tasting to everlasting upon them that fear him.

In the preceptive parts of the holy oracles our

duty is fully defined and enforced in our various as

sociations, and in all the relations in which we stand,

whether to God, or to each other, or to ourselves.—

As creatures we are required to love that almighty, in

finitely beneficett Being who gave us existence, who

*
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assigned us a rank so distinguished among the works

of his hands, and who has rendered the other parts of

his creation tributary to our happiness. As christians

we are called, by obligations the most reasonable and

irresistible, to serve him who provided for our reco

very from the ruins of our apostacy, who freely justi

fies the guilty, who adopts the rebel into the tender

relation of a child, who sympathises with us amidst the

complicated sorrows of life, and has prepared man

sions of glory beyond the grave, and who accomplish

ed all this redemption by the sufferings and sacrifice

of his own Son in our covenant-room. As children

of a common family, with our interests intimately in

terwoven, and connected by relations innumerable and

tender, we haveour duty clearly defined and impera

tively enjoined. The son is there commanded to obey

his parents in the Lord, to honor his father and mother,

and parents are enjoined in their turn not to provoke

their children to wrath, to provide for their temporal

wants, and to bring them up in the nurture and admoni

tion of the Lord. The husband is there required to

love his wife, and the wife to reverence her husband, and

both to cultivate reciprocal esteem and affection by

living together as heirs of the grace of life. In the sa

cred canon the magistrate and the master are taught

their duty to those who are placed under them, and

the citizen and the servant to obey the commands and

promote the interests of such as are over them in the

Lord. -

But there is one excellence of the scriptures for

promoting morality above every human production,

all that is enjoined in their precepts is recommended

to our practice by some living example. While the

deformity of sin, its hideous, forbidding features, with

the miseries induced by it, are strongly marked in the

history of the murderous Cain, of the lascivious So

domites, of the merciless brethren of Joseph, of the

avaricious Balaam, of the unnatural Absalon, of the

intriguing, treacherous Judas, the charms of piety,

with its rewards, are impressively presented in the

narrative of Abraham, of Lot, of Job, of Jabez, of Ja

- -—— . -- - - - -----------—-4------------> -
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cob, of Joseph, of Moses, of Solomon, and of a lost
of others whose names with their virtuous deeds a re.

recorded on the pages of both festaments. Thus while

the scriptures explicitly command, render to all their

due, give unlo Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and

unto God the things that are God's, follon, peace nith all

men, love as brethren, be kindly affectioned one to another,

be merciful as your Father in heaven is merciful, they

always present some character in whom these graces

and virtues illustriously shone. We are thereby in

structed that while the cultivation of these principles

is a duty incumbent, they are really practicable, and

the practice of them is accompanied with an ample

reward.

Permit me also to notice that for the light which

they shed on our interests, civil, social, and political,

our youth ought early to be instructed in the doctrines:

of the bible. They inform us that the great God made

originally of one blood all men nºbodnell upon the earth ;

that all are therefore possessed of rights equal and un

alienable; that these rights ought to be recognized,

and consequently that resistance on the part of the

citizen or subject becomes lawful when an infraction

on their civil immunities is wantonly, and persevering

ly made by their rulers. It is therefore remarked by

a very distinguished scholar and philanthropist and

statesman* of our own country, that “Christianity in

its essence, its doctrines, and its form is republican : It

teaches our descent from a common parent; it incul

cates the natural equality of mankind, and it points to

our origin, and end ; to our nativity, and our graves,

and to our immortal destinies as illustrations of this

impressive truth.” Ali who are versed in the history

of the world will readily acknowledge that in propor

tion as the Bible has been diffused through the mass of

the population in any country, there the human mind

has undergone an almost instantaneous expansion; the

principles of civil liberty have revived, the natural

rights of all have been recognized, usurpation on the

* The Hon. DE WITT CLINTon.
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part of despotic rulers has been resisted, and the chains

of oppression have been gradually thrown off. Is it

not obvious, therefore, that, with the revival of reli

gion, at the commencement of the reformation, there

was an immediate revival of literature, of the interests

of morality, of the principles of free government, and

of all that sheds a lustre on the character of man?—

The progress of the various arts and sciences corres

ponded with the progress of the Bible. In parts of

Ireland, and Germany, and France; more especially in

England, and Scotland, and Holland, where the Scrip

tures were then translated into the languages of the

country, where they were introduced into private fa

milies, and read by the youth in common schools,

while the intellectual and moral character of the inha

bitants was renovated, a sense of their natural rights,

and a resolution to assert them, were speedily evin

ced. A celebrated writer on the laws of nations,”

therefore, remarks that “Christianity has prevented

the establishment of despotism in Ethiopia,” and

Hume, an avowed and virulent enemy of our religion,

acknowledges “that the precious sparks of liberty

were kindled and preserved by the Puritans in Eng

fand, and to them the English owe the whole freedom

of their constitution;” and by these same Puritans was

the foundation laid in this new world, upon which th

splendid edifice of our republican institutions was af.

terwards reared up.

But there is another and still weightier reason

why the Scriptures should be taught to our youth;

and that is - -

4. As they constitute the great means of salva

tion. This I pronounce the principal reason, because

the soul is incomparably more precious than the body,

and the interests of eternity infinitely more important

*.
than all that concerns us in the present world. The

Bible therefore alone surpasses in value all the other

volumes with which the earth has been deluged. We

admire the orations of Cicero and Demosthenes as rare
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specimens of eloquence, and recommend them to the

- perusal of our youth; we admire the histories of Sa

- Just and Livy and Tacitus as models of purity and

- simplicity in that species of composition; we appre

ciate the writings of Plato and Aristotle who reasoned,

and of Homer and Virgil who sang successively in

Greece and Rome. The productions of these immor

tal authors we recommend to the attention of youth

in our common schools and higher seminaries of learn

ing; but in neither of these volumes is the interesting

interrogatory solved, “wherewith shall I come before

the Lord? how can I expect reconciliation to that Be

ing whose favor is life, and whose frown is more dread

ful than death?” These are questions in which every

youth in every school through our country is equally

and everlastingly interested; yet they are questions

| which no other book than the Bible has even attempt

-

|

ed to answer. Approach the orators, and poets, and

sages who alternately adorned either Egypt, or Greece,

or Rome, during the periods of their literary glory;

approach either of them, I say, in the hour of anguish,

and ask them, “how shall sinful man, become just with

God?” Ask the oracles of Delos, or Delphos, or Ar

gos where the deluded votary sought relief in the hour

of conscious guilt, and each of them will reply, “it is

not in me to answer.” Ask the Hobbes, or Humes, of

Voltaires, or Volneys, or Paines, who have impiously,

and I may say, citielly endeavored to sneer us out of

our belief of the Bible, but none of them has hardi

hood to reply, “I can solve the interesting inquiry.”

With sacrilegious hands they have seized, and attempt

ed to pull down those massy pillars upon which the

edifice of our immortal hopes is supported, but they

#ever offered to show us any other foundation for our

hope. With their mingled sophistry, and ribaldry,

and blasphemies they endeavored to obscure, and even

extinguish this lamp of salvation, whose irradiations

have illumined the path, and cheered the eye, and

* brightened the hopes of millions of pilgrims in their

journeyings through this dreary wilderness, this vale

of sorrows, but success in their infernal enterprise

|
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must have involved us in darkness more dense than the .

gloom of midnight. * - - - * *

I appreciate human learning, and lament that I < ..."

have not been more avaricious for its acquisition, but

I appreciate the learning of the Bible ten-thousand

fold more. I wish to see my children educated in the .

literature of the age; to see their intellect expanded,

and their memories enriched from the exhaustless trea

sures of human erudition, yet first of all, and above

all, I desire to see them taught the rudiments of that

gospel m'hich brings life and immortality to light , which

&hows them how they may be reconciled unto God,

how they may serve him acceptably here, and enjoy

him eternally in the regions of glory. I can most cor

dially avow my acquiescence in the creed of a hea

then philosopher, who had been converted to the chris

tian faith, and afterwards eminently adorned the pri

mitive church, “Si Christum scio, nihil est quod nescio;

sed si Christum mescio, nihil est quod scio : If I know

Christ, it is of little consequence what I know not;

but if I know not Christ, it is of little importance

what I do know.” Paul therefore in his last letter to

Timothy his own son, by spiritual generation, and his

companion in the labors of the gospel, reminds him of

this as his distinguishing privilege, “that from a child

he had known the holy scriptures, which were able to

make him wise unto salvation through faith in Christ

Jesus.” This law of Jehovah is perfect, converting the

soul; this testimony is sure, making wise the simple ;

these statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart;

these commandments of the Lord are pure, enlighten

ing the eyes.” In this record patriarchs, and prophets,

and evangelists, and apostles, speaking under the in

spiration of the Holy Ghost, unfold a scheme by which

the most guilty may obtain remission; the anxious

conscience may find a peace nihich passeth undersland.

ing ; the alien may enjoy the adoption of a son, and

the spiritual pilgrim, weary with the corruptions, and

vexations, and sorrows of life, may look forward to

mansions of peace and purity and joy eternal in the

heavens. * - -

–
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… . . Before this part of the discourse is dismissed i

feel constrained to notice that the scriptures cannot

. . . be taught too early to our offspring. The popular

objection that children should be permitted to grow

up unbiassed by the influence of religious education,

, and left to choose their principles afterwards for them

- selves, is scarcely worthy of a serious reply. Does it

not argue equally against every species of learning?

With the same propriety it may be asserted: that we

ought not to instruct them in the improvements which

have been made by experiment in medicine, or che

mistry, or philosophy, or any of the sciences, but ra

ther leave them to hesitate between these modern dis.

coveries and the crude notions of the ancients on these

subjects. Surely if the attention of parents ought to

be exercised in early giving to the minds of their chil

dren proper notions about things, temporal, should

they not much rather be exercised in giving them cor

rect information respecting the greater concerns of e

ternity? Therefore it is the divine command “Train

up a child in the way he should go ; bring up your

children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.”

The mother of the famous doctor Doddridge taught

him the history of the old and new testaments before

he was capable of reading: the mother of the excel.

lent John Newton had stored his memory with chap

ters and portions of scripture and catechisms and

hymns when he was four years old, from which, he

mentions, I was greatly profited afterwards. Surely

if the dear little children in our schools are not too

young to die and to be judged ; if they are not too

young to be tormented in the miseries of hell, or to

become partakers of the uniningled pleasures of hea

ven, they cannot be considered too young to be in

structed in those scriptures which the Holy Ghost or.

dinarily employs as the instrument of converting and

supporting and saving the human soul. If, like Jere

miah, and John the Baptist, they are capable of being

- sanctified from their mother's nomb, who will forbid that

their understandings should be early enriched with

that living word which is the principal means of their

ºdification and comfort,
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II. But, on whom is this duty incumbent? was

our second inquiry, and to this your attention is now

respectfully invited. . - -

1. This duty is incumbent on parents themselves.

I have noticed that the obligation of attending to the

spiritual nurture and admonition of their offspring rests, -

primarily on parents themselves, because they are

more nearly related to them than any others to whose

care they can be committed, and as the instruments of

their existence, they are under the first and highest

obligation to promote whatever interests them for both

worlds. It is thus the divine declaration, “he that

provideth not for his own, and especially for those of

his own house, hath denied the faith, and is worse than

an infidel.” On them it is primarily incumbent to feed

their offspring, to clothe them, to preserve their health,

to protect their character, to regulate their conduct,

to cultivate their understandings, and also by the com

munication of scriptural knowledge, to aim at promo

ting their eternal salvation. The Author of our na

ture has manifested infinite wisdom in forming parents

with an ardent, almost inextinguishable affection for

their children, and solicitude for their welfare : thus

they are not only impelled to advance their interests

from a sense of duty, but constrained to it from incli

nation. All the diligence and self-denial which they

must necessarily exercise in promoting the welfare of

their children, which would otherwise be a drudgery,

now become their delight. -

Besides, parents enjoy the most favorable oppor

tunity of attending to the instruction of their children.

Their offspring are naturally thrown upon their care

in their infancy ; they are more constantly under their

eye ; a sense of its dependence prepares the child for

receiving with greater respect and affection advice

tendered by a parent than by any other, and thus pro

bably more profit has been derived by the rising ge

neration from the seasonable and judicious admoni

tions of a father and mother, than from the combined

exertions of relatives, or teachers, or ministers. As

the pastor of a congregation, during a period of near

º
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ºly thirty years, I have rarely been successful in giving

a proper direction to the morals of youth under my

care, without the concurrence and co-operation of

their parents, and it will be acknowledged by all who

are extensively acquainted with mankind, that in the

private family the foundation is usually laid of all that

is excellent either in the church or in the world. Al

though parents may with propriety employ teachers

to assist them in conducting the education of their

children, they ought never to consider themselves ex

empted from the most painful and unremitting atten

tion to their interests. A profound philosopher* and

historian of Greece has therefore remarked, “that it

is a fault much to be condemned in parents to think

themselves discharged from watching over their chil

dren, as soon as they are put into the hands of mas

ters. They ought still to attend to their progress both

in study and virtue.” With what affection, therefore,

does a Christian monarch expostulate with a favorite

son, and the expected successor to his throne, “ thou

Solomon, my son, know thou the God of thy father,

and serve him with a perfect heart and with a willing

mind:” and it is testified, to the honor of Abraham,

the father of the faithful, I knon, him that he will com

mand his children, and his household after him, to keep

the nays of the Lord.

2. This duty is incumbent also on those who of—

ficiate in the capacity of public teachers. Although

we have mentioned that a careful attention to the re

ligious instruction of children was binding first on

their immediate parents, this is by no means to be un

derstood to the exemption of teachers or masters.-

Parents, in sending their offspring to school, resign for

a time their own charge to the direction of the super

intendent of such school; they deliver them up to his

management to be instructed, and admonished, and e

ven corrected at his discretion. The teacher of the

school becomes in a certain sense a substitute for the

father and mother, and is obligated to cherish a paren

Plutarch.
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tal tenderness for the youth, and a concern for promo

ting his real interests. The authority of the latter is

then transferred to the former, and whatever in rela

tion to doctrine, or discipline, was formerly binding

on the one is now binding on the other. I feel a great

er conſidence in pressing this consideration from the

following observations of a celebrated scholar and mo

ralist in France,” who was himself occupied in the tui

tion of youth : “A good master must apply to himself

those words which God was constantly repeating to

Moses, the conductor of his people, carry them in thy

bosom as a nurse beareth her sucking child; he will

employ his time in teaching them to know Christ, his

precepts, his principles, and remedies; in thoroughly

explaining the gospel; in making them acquainted

with the great and precious truths of religion; how

terrible God is in his judgments' how dreadful their

condition must be who lose his favor irrecoverably

how black those sins are which are committed after

baptism what holiness the law requires in those who

are buried with Christ, washed in his blood, and con

secrated by the infusion of his Spirit !” Again, speak

ing of the instruction which teachers ought to commu

nicate to their scholars, he asks, “whence can we de

duce these points of divine knowledge but from the

Old and New Testament 7” Such are the directions

given to the teachers of youth by one who had the

honor of presiding over a literary institution the most

distinguished on the earth, and, although a Catholic by

profession, he may be considered an ornament to his

country, to his age, to the elevated station which he

occupied, and even to human nature. Would to God

that his admirable directions relative to the duties of

the masters of schools were more generally regarded.

How soon would the moral character of the popula

tion of our country be improved ; with what confi

dence might parents in the morning entrust the in

struction of their beloved offspring to men thus solici

tous to advance their spiritual interests With what

Rollin, late principal of the University in Paris. 2’

*

*.
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composure might patriots, and philanthropists, and

moralists, in their declining years leave the destinies

of the church, and of their country, to a generation

thus nurtured in the doctrine of their obligation to

God, and to each other.

With great deference, yet from a full conviction

of duty, I therefore offer it as my opinion that a chap

ter of the sacred scriptures should be read daily in e

very school, under the direction of the preceptor; read

by all the scholars in a collective capacity, not indeed,

as an ordinary school-exercise, but as an act of hom

age to Him who solemnly commands, search the scrip.

tures, and as a tribute of respect to that production of

which Jehovah is immediately the Author; read also

for the purpose of inspiring our youth with an early

veneration for that divine record; of instructing them

in doctrines infinitely important for every scholar to

know, of solemnizing their hearts, of purifying and e

levating their affections above the sordid pursuits of

this world; of regulating their conduct to their God,

to their parents, to their companions, to the community

of which they are shortly to become members, and un

der the divine benediction, of preparing them for the

exercises and joys of that eternal world to which they

are approaching.

3. This duty is incumbent on the ministers of reli

gion. Although they are called principally to preach

the nord; to be instant in season, and out of season, re

proving, rebuking, and exhorting, yet without doubt

the instruction of the rising generation constitutes an

important part of ministerial service. Besides, it may

be expected that their authority, combined with that

of parents and preceptors of schools, will make a deep

er and more lasting impression on the hearts of the

young. Thus Peter, after his restoration to the apos

tleship, received from his Lord the explicit command,

“feed my lambs; they are the rising hopes of the flock,

out of which my fold is hereafter to be replenished,

therefore be attentive to their interests, and dispense

to them the sincere milk of the word as the means of

their spiritual nurture and growth.” This was a la
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bor to which our Master himself, “the great minister."

of the sanctuary,” particularly attended while he ta

bernacled on earth. With that meekness and affec

tion which so eminently characterized his conduct, we

find him inviting little children to come to him, taking

them up in his arms, and blessing them ; and while he

pronounced his benediction he was probably impart

ing instructions suited to their capacities and age.—

We behold him in the temple countenancing the little

children while they lisp forth their hosannas, and ask

ing the fastidious Pharisees, as they rebuked them,

have ye never read, out of the mouth of babes and suck

lings thou hast perfected praise 2 . We hear the great a

postle speaking of little children, in the church of Gala

tia, for whom he travailed in birth again until Christ

nvas formed in them ; and how often does the beloved

evangelist mention with affection little children, whom

he loved in the truth ; and while he admonishes fathers,

and young men, he sends his most affectionate saluta

tion to little children niho had knomyn the Father. Were

it necessary to multiply arguments for urging this du

ty to the attention of the ministers of religion, I might

mention that some of the most eminent lights who ap

peared after the introduction of the Christian dispen

sation, were almost exclusively occupied in this ser

vice. Origin, Ireneus, Augustine and others, who im

mediately succeeded the apostles, and constituted the

glory of Zion in their respective ages, were chiefly

distinguished as catechists or teachers of youth.

, 1st. We learn from this passage the awful respon

sibility which rests upon those to whom the instruc

tion of youth is intrusted; on parents, and preceptors

of schools, and the ambassadors of Christ. Hear the

injunction of Almighty God, delivered more than

three thousand years since: “These words which I

command thee shall be in thine heart, and thou shalt

teach them diligently to thy children;” and can this

requirement be considered Jess binding on us in the

present period of the world? Are not the souls of

our children, although Gentiles, as precious as were

the souls of the children of the Jews, to whom the com

P
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• mand was originally given 2 Are not the youth who

are born into the world in the present age as ignorant,

as fallen, as prone to folly, as averse to what is inorai

ly and spiritually good as they were in that age, and

consequently in equal need of our zeal, and prudence,

and perseverance in teaching them, and leading them

both by precept and example in the paths of righteous

ness? Nay, I would respectfully ask, is not our re

sponsibility much greater, because our facilities for

imparting religious instruction are incomparably in

* creased ? Parents and other teachers then had only

the books of Moses, but in addition to them we have

the Psalms, the Proverbs, which are intended as a sys

tem of moral tuition for youth, the writings of pro

phets, and evangelists, and apostles, with many dis

courses which were delivered by our Master himself.

As the art of printing was unknown at that time, there

was not probably more than a solitary copy of the law

for the use of each tribe among the Israelites; but in

the present age, which is exalted in the enjoyment of

the outward means of instruction above every prece

ding age of the world, copies of the sacred volume are

multiplied ; they are circulated through every settle

ment, and even brought to the possession of every fa

mily, and owing to the establishment of schools in e

very section of our town with competent teachers

there is searcely an illiterate youth among us ; almost

all who have attained to the age of learning are ac- ||

quainted with the elementary principles of education,

and are thus capable of reading the Scriptures for

themselves. Such advantages in other countries are

confined principally to the more opulent and honora

ºble classes of society ; but with us, through the foster

ing care of the civil guardians of our state, they are

diffused through the different grades of our popula

tion ; extended even to the most indigent.

Again, with our ſidelity in training up the rising

generation is involved, under the sovereign Disposer

of events, all that is interesting in the church and in

community, because to their management the interests

ºf our country both civil and religious must very soon :

/
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be entrusted. As wave in the ocean succeedeth wave,

so generation of mankind followeth after generation.

Our fathers, who were instrumental in founding the

church on this western continent, nhere are they Our

fathers, who stepped forward for the vindication of

our natural rights against the inroads of oppression,

*

who deliberated in the cabinet, who fought in the field,

who offered up in the pulpit and in the closet their

supplications to the God of battles for success in the

honorable yet arduous conflict, and ultimately achie

ved our national independence, where are they And

is it not a very solemn reflection that the fair inheri

tance of freedom both civil and sacred which they ac

quired, with so much solicitude, and privation, and pe.

ril, and expence, and blood, and which they bequeath

ed to us their offspring, as the depository, we must

shortly resign to the trust of another generation ?— .

Yes, most respected preceptors, from the schools

which you have the honor of superintending, our pul

pits, and our benches, and our bars must be, in the

lapse of a few years, supplied. From these scholars,

who collect around you, day after day, listening to

your instructions we must look for our ministers, hy

whom the Scriptures are to be expounded on the sab

bath, and adorned in their private deportment through

the week; for our legislators, by whom wise and salu

tary laws must be enacted; for our magistrates, by

whom justice must be administered; for our advo

cates, by whom the rights of injured innocence must

be vindicated; for our “masters of the healing art;”

for our church-officers, by whom the mysteries of re

ligion must be dispensed; for our church members, by

whom the sanctuary must be filled, and her ordinances

supported; for the preceptors of our schools, and aca

demies, and colleges, by whom another generation

must be instructed in the knowledge of science and

godliness. To their prudence and fidelity must be

committed all our benevolent institutions which have

heen formed for meliorating the temporal miseries of

unan, and for promoting his immortal interests, and to

the support of which the prayers of the pious, and the

s

.
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ardor of youth, and the experience of age, and the gold

and the silver of the opulent, and the mite of the wi

dow have united to contribute : under their control

must shortly be placed our asylums for the orphan,

for the insane, for the deaf and the dumb, for the wi

dow and the fatherless; our Bible Societies for supply

ing with the word of life the destitute at home, and

for holding forth this lamp of truth to the benighted

nations of the earth; and our missionary societies which

are designed to send the messengers of peace to the

remotest regions of the world, and to the unnumbered

millions who inhabit it. Ah! how important, when

considered in this light, are the interests of the youth

ful population of our country, and how awful beyond

description is our responsibility who have the charge

of their education ? With us it depends, under God,

whether they are to remain FREE, as we are, “sit

ting under their own vine and beneath the shadow of

their own fig tree;” enlightened, independent, weigh

ing in the balance of sound sense the specious preten

sions of all who may solicit their suffrages for the pur

pose of becoming the guardians of their rights; or

whether growing up ignorant, indolent, unprincipled,

unsuspicious, they are to become the degraded min

ions of some intriguing, aspiring demagogue, or the

miserable vassals of the arbitrary, unfeeling despot. .

I have been adverting to the high responsibility

which rests on those who have the management of

youth, and I now feel constrained to add that upon

you, respected teachers, no inconsiderable portion of

this responsibility devolves. Common schools, altho’

they appear to form only the incipient grades of edu:

cation, may be regarded as the most important litera:

ry institutions in our country, and the design of all

the subsequent instructions which are given in acade:

mies, in boarding schools, in colleges, in seminaries of

medical science, of legal science, and of theology, is

merely to complete the superstructure, the basis of

which has been previously laid in them. But, in a re

publican government, like ours, common schools ap

pear in a light pre-eminently interesting because the

*
º

º
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perpetuity of our civil liberty is involved in the gene

ral diffusion of knowledge, and in the cultivation of

morality and religion through the great body of our

population. A nation the most illiterate, the most

unprincipled and profligate may be controled by the

iron arm of despotism, but a people who expect to

govern themselves must be intelligent, upright, order

ly and temperate. Therefore I can avow, with all so

lemnity, that, although I were completely a libertine

in religious principle ; if I secretly regarded as mere

“priestcraft” the doctrines of a future retribution, of

a heaven for the penitent and holy, or of a hell for the

impenitent and impure; yet merely as a republican in

sentiment, recognizing the equal rights of all; as a pa

triot, a friend to the liberties, and prosperity, and glo

ry of that country which gave me birth; and as a phi

lanthropist, feeling an interest in the happiness of the

human family of which I constitute a member, I would

urge the introduction of the Bible into every school

in our country, and the incorporation of its moral and

religious principles with every mental faculty of eve

ry youth. Without making the least pretensions to

the spirit of prophecy, I can readily predict that the

cultivation of learning, and morality, and religion, and

the blessings of free government, will be coeval in our

land. -

Is it therefore extravagant to hope that a beco

ming zeal and fidelity on the part of us, who have the

care of the rising population of our country, may be

honored for securing the transmission of all those im

munities, which exalt us as a nation, to a thousand ge

nerations? And then as the names of the twelve apos

tles of the Lamb were written on the foundations of the

Nerv-Jerusalem, our names may be virtually inscribed

on the walls of the literary institutions, and of the

halls of legislation, and of the courts of civil justice,

and of the temples of devotion which shall adorn our

beloved land from age to age. Let not you or I, there

fore, respected teachers, consider the least, or the low

est, or the poorest youth under our charge as beneath

our attention. Every male and every female should

l

!
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* , be regarded as a rational and immortal being ; as des

timed to occupy some sphere in the intellectual and

moral system on earth, and through eternal ages; and

* . through our nurturing care may be raised up to adorn

* . the private family, to adorn the social circle, to diffuse

i a salutary influence through some section of the visi

ble church, and may ultimately become equal to an

angel in the regions of glory. Excuse me while I en

large on this most interesting subject, and ask how

ample would probably be our reward in the recollec

tion of a grateful country, and how imperishable our

* : honor were we instrumental, by our united instructions

- and examples, and prayers, in raising up affectionate,

dutiful wives to bless their husbands; tender and re

spectful husbands, to love their nives, and divell nith

them according to knon-ledge ; discreet, intelligent fa

* thers and mothers, to train up their offspring in the ad

\ monition of the Lord ; enlightened, industrious, peace

* . . . ful citizens, revering the laws of their country; com

petent, conscientious magistrates, who shall become a

. . . terror to evil doers, and a praise to them that do nell ;

º . and able, self denied, circumspect, laborious ministers

of the Nen. Testament, preserving the church uncor

rupted in her doctrine, and worship, and discipline,’

* * and government. Who knows but there may arise

from your seminaries some other Howards to explore

the loathsome prison, and sooth the agony of suffer

ing humanity in distant and different climes; or Mori

sons, and Miines, and Martyns, to translate the nord of

fife into languages in which it has never appeared; or

other Marshes, and Careys, and Swarts, who shall plant

- * the Rose of Sharon in some moral desert where its

. . . beauty has never been beheld, nor its refreshing fra

- grance enjoyed by the miserable inhabitants. May

A - I not look still further into futurity, and ask, who

- - knows but in the morning of the general resurrection,

some of these dear little boys or girls, mingling with

the milions of the redeemed, may point to you with

* . transport, saying to the Judge, there is the instrument

º of my salvation; he taught ºne diligently the holy Scrip

tures, through which, as the means, I was brought to a
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the participation of grace upon earth, and to those un

utterable glories which I now anticipate in the everias

ting kingdom. -

Innumerable discouragements must be expected

while we attempt to perform these labors of love. A

midst our most solemn appeals to the consciences and

the hearts of little children, they may appear restless,

thoughtless, volatile, impatient of restraint, and when

the exercise is ended we will frequently see them en

gage instantly in all the little sports and frivolities of

youth, “giving to the wind every serious impression.”

But we are not warranted to conclude from such ap

pearances, “that we have labored in vain.” Hereafter

by some affliction of body, or by the sudden death of

a parent, or companion, or by a severe shock of ad

versity they may be awakened to reflection; these

truths which we are now infusing into their tender

hearts may be brought fresh to their recollection, and

become the happy means of their conversion. Sup

pose for instance, that a person unacquainted with the

nature of vegetation, should see the husbandman

‘throwing his seed, his kernels of wheat or of corn into

the earth, and then leaving them, would he expect from

such process the production of a crop ! Would he

expect, after the lapse of a few weeks, to behold the

fields clothed richly with verdure, or after a few

months, to see them covered over with corn ? and yet

who ever judiciously sows without reaping some har

vest? And the promise to the natural sower is not

more positive than to the spiritual. We may as cer

tainly expect the influences of the Holy Ghost to fol

low, and give efficacy to our instructions, as any ag

riculturalist in Salem may expect the influences of the

sun or the rain to cause the seed which he deposits in

the earth to spring forth. “Train up a child in the

way he should go,” is ibe divine command, and the

promise is explicit, “when he is old he will not depart

from it.” The sinner is “ born again, not of corrup

tible seed, but of incorruptible, even the word of God

which liveth and abideth for ever. Be ye therefore

* steadfast, immoveable, always abounding in this work
* -

-- - -
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of the Lord, for as much as you know that your labor

shall not be in vain in the Lold.” -

2. It may be inferred from this passage that youth

ought cheerfully, and even thankfully to receive the

instructions which are given them. A promptitude

on the part of teachers to communicate knowledge,

ought always to be accompanied with a correspondent

readiness on their part to treasure up the knowledge

imparted. While the scholar is thus performing his

own duty, and promoting his own interest, his seeining

progress will animate to greater exertions those who

are entrusted with his education. And, beloved youth,

I have been speaking of the high, the awful responsi

bility of those who have the care of your tuition in

early life, and I should be unfaithful to you and to

myself did I leave unnoticed the awful responsibility

which rests also upon you. Remember, my dear

young friends, that every advice which you receive

within the walls of this house, or of the school house,

is written in heaven, it is recorded in characters indel

lible, in characters which will be awfully legible in the

hour of final reckoning, and for those advices you

must render a particular account in that hour when . .

the Lord God of gods will appear for the judgment of

the nations. Your teachers, if their instructions are not

duly improved, must be summoned as witnesses against

you in that dreadful, decisive moment. And there

is nothing extravagant in the assertion, that, amidst º

all the millions of youth who are now scattered over

the earth, none have greater, and very few have oppor

tunities for their improvement in knowledge, equal to |
those enjoyed by yourselves. Even in the United'

States, which are exalted above any other spot on the

globe by the general diffusion of learning, there is no

other state where the situation of common schools is

equally advantageous with our own. By the vigilance,

and philanthropy, and liberality of the honorable out .

legislature, little seminaries of learning are now estab-.

lished at convenient distances in every town, and no

man can appear in the capacity of a teacher without a

previous examination by inspectors legally appointed; "|
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to them he must exhibit sufficient testimonials that his

moral character is fair; and them he must also satis

fy that his literary qualifications are competent to

the duties of that important office ; owing to the libe

ral provision which is made by the constituted guar

dians of our state, the price of tuition is reduced, the

wealth of the opulent is rendered subservient to the

education of the poor, the most indigent may there

fore be instructed in the general elements of learning,

and thus the path to knowledge, and usefulness, and

respectability is equally, open to all. And with such

opportunities for obtaining instruction recollect that

much more will be expected from you. In propor

tion as your present advantages are distinguishing, the

expectations of your parents, of your teachers, of your

ministers, of your country, shall I say, the expecta

tions of God your Creator will be reasonably excited.

“Unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall much

be required.” When a field is cultivated with un

common care, and toil, and expense, we naturally look

for an abundant harvest to reward our exertions. Im

prove therefore, with all diligence, the various means

of instruction which you enjoy, whether in the week,

'or on the Sabbath. The period of youth is your gol

den opportunity for laying the foundation for excel

lence and happiness during your continuance upon

earth; yea, your character is now forming not only

for manhood, and old age, but for eternity. “Know

ledge is like a tree,” was the admonition of a British

nobleman to a favorite son, “but, unless you plant it

when you are young, it will afford you no shade when

you grow old.” And a late divine, who was profound

ly skilled in the philosophy of human nature, and

whose attention was eminently directed to the improve

ment of the rising generation, has remarked, that “the

mind of man, in the period of youth, may be com

pared to a roek, every impression made upon it is al

imost indelible; in manhood it may be compared to

wood, when the impression may continue for a time,

but is afterwards worn out; and in old age it is like

water, the impression is no sooner made than effaced.

E
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3. Attend early, and with all earnestness, to the

cultivation of real religion. Every species of human

ſearning is ornamental, and, if properly improved, will

enlarge your sphere of enjoyulent and usefulness, but

its advantages are limited to the present life. “Whe

ther there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether

there be tongues, they shall cease ; whether there be

knowledge, it shall vanish away,” but living godliness,

the love of Jesus the Lord “slied abroad through the

healt by the Holy Ghost, is a gem which will adorn,

and enrich through eternity. Remember, my dearly

beloved children, when you are stretched on your

“last couch,” and the awful realities of a judgment to

come rush irresistibly upon your view, all your ac

quaintance with the learning of the schools, with your

grammar, your arithmetic, your geography will be

unavailing; it will secure no peace to the disquieted

conscience, it will impart no joy to the disconsolate

heart, it will shed no cheering light on the darkness of

that valley through which you must pass. The im

mortal spirit must take its flight from its intimate as

sociate the body, and from every object with which it

has conversed in the present world ; but, neither the

advantages of birth, or fortune, or education, will di

rect its course to any peaceful abode: Each of you

must fathom the depths of the waters of Jordan, but

all the light of science will bring to view no ark of the

covenant to accompany or support you amidst its snel-,

Jings, nor discover any Canaan of rest beyond. “You

must be born again.” Millions, younger than you,

are probably this afternoon in the New Jerusalem, oc

cupying its pearly palaces, walking its ivory pave

tments, and shining “in the beauties of holiness,” but

they were all born again before they entered it, and

without the new birth there is no entrance for you.-

The righteousness of the everlasting Jesus must be ap

propriated, and applied by a living faith. There “is

a great multitude, which no man can number,” sur

rounding the throne above, “singing the song of Mo

ses,” participating unmingled joys in the immediate

vision, and fruition of God —but, my dear young



35

#

l

!

ſº

-

:

friends, if you would draw aside the curtain which

- conceals from our view these invisible glories you

would see no guest sitting “at the marriage supper of

the Lamb” without this wedding garment; and without

it there can be no admission for one of you. But,

washed in the Saviour's blood, and adorned with the

• spotless garment of his salvation, each of you that has

been admitted within this sanctuary to day shall be in

troduced to all the immunities of the sanctuary above.

Whether the summons for your departure be offered

you at midnight or at inid day, in childhood, or youth,

or old age, your end will be peace. Death, which is

to the impenitent and unbelieving “the king of ter

rors, will prove to you the messenger of joy; he will

translate you from this land of shadows and sorrows

to the regions of unclouded, eternal sunshine. “Fear

God, therefore, and keep his commandments, for this

is the whole of man;" it is his duty, and glory,

* and interest; it enhances, inconceivably, all the enjoy

ments of life; it softens the thorny path which every

pilgrim must travel, in his journey to his heavenly

home; and afterwards brings to the possession of “glo

ry, and honor, and immortality.” Actuated by the

most disinterested solicitude for your real welfare, I

solemnly declare, before this large assembly, that I

would rather see you, although in the humble walks

of life, like Obadiah, “fearing the Lord, from your

youth ; revering his laws, attending to his ordinances,

consecrating your talents to his service; than, devoid

of his grace, to behold you, as scholars, bearing away

the literary palm, or as statesmen, controling the coun

cils of your country, or as conquerors, adding to the

pomp of the triumphal procession, or as princes and

potentates, wearing the imperial diadem. Ah 1 nhat

is a man profited, if he should gain the nhole norld, and

lose his on n soul, or what mill a man give in exchange .

for his soul ?

With all these terrors on the one hand, and all

these glories on the other, what is now your resolu

tion ? and what message do you authorise me to return

to “that chief shepherd” who sent me forth this morn

----------------> -º-º-º:
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report: “Compassionate Saviour, here am I, and the

ing with the affectionate injunction, “feed my lambs º'

May I return this evening, and on bended knees, but

with elevated heart, approach him with the following &

lambs of my flock, the dear little children whom thou

hast given me; they have listened to the overtures of

mercy, proposed by thiné ambassador in thy name;.

constrained by thy love, they have cordially consecra

ted themselves to thy service, and are resolving to fol

low thee in the regeneration, to be thine voluntarily,

and exclusively, and everlastingly.” O, my dearly

beloved youth, there is not a saint on earth but would

readily offer you the “right hand of fellowship,” and,

hail your participation of the same grace with himself;

there is not a saint in heaven but would cheerfully lay . |

aside his crown, and start from his throne, and congra

tulate you as an heir of all that glory to which he has *.

attained. Ah! with what transports of joy would SA

MUEL, “who ministered before the Lord being a child,” a |

or JABEz, who “early called upon the God of Israel,”

or JRREMIAH, who was “ sanctified to Jehovah from

the womb,” or TIMothy, who “ from a child was ac

quainted savingly with the holy Scriptures; with what

transports of joy would either or all of these behold

you turning your faces towards Zion, and inquiring

early after the Lord God of your fathers. With what

ecstacy of heart, would they employ their eloquence, ,

which is the eloquence of heaven, in describing to you ..

the pleasures of religion, and the matchless loveliness

of the Savior; in relating to you that peace which

they experienced in his service upon earth, and the in

comparably higher joys which they now participate

when admitted to see him “face to face” in the light

of immortality How would they delight to talk to

you of the tenderness of that affection which saint, in

the upper sanctuary, feels towards saint, and ange to

angel ; and on the intimacy and endearments of that

fellowship which they enjoy with each other

Many of your companions around have lately

sought and found mercy of the Lord. With pieasuro -

inspeakabº, have I seen alternately the emotions ºf
º
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ſ fear and hope, of sorrow and joy, depicted in their

| countenances; l have seen the penitential tear flowing

| freely from their eyes, and have heard from their lips

| the anxious, infinitely important inquiry, What shall . .

| I do to be saved ’. And, in this season of general ex

tº citement and alarm, can you remain unmoved 2 While

the storm is collecting and blackening on every side;

º while the lightnings are blazing fearfully, and the

| thunders rolling, shaking the very heavens over your

v heads, and others, on every hand, are hastening to the

| shelter, to JESUs JEhovAH, the only covert from the

storm of vengeance, can you sit secure ? Shall I di

rect your eyes to regions more remote, and point to

| you the young heathen, in various directions, pressing

eagerly into the kingdom, and then ask, will you, dare

you remain unconcerned Ah! what agony unutter

able would rend your hearts, beloved youth, ye who

are educated in Salem, ye who are the offspring of the

followers of the Lamb, to behold the little Osage, or

Cherokee, or Hindoo, or Hottentot, or the young

Laplander, or leelander, in the kingdom of God,

clothed in the flowing robe of the Saviour’s righteous

ness, radiant with the beauties of holiness, sitting on

the same throne with the Mediator, mingling sweet

fellowship with ‘Abraham, and Moses, and the pro

phets; conversing familiarly with the Seraphim and

the Cherubim, and you yourselves consigned for ever

to the gloomy abodes of despair!

Compassionate Saviour ! thou hast said, suffer the

little children to come unto me ; in the arms of our affec

tions and faith, we now present this assembly of young

immortals, with united and ardent supplications, that

thou wouldst accept of this our offering. Let not one

of these lambs be permitted to perish without thy fold;

but may they all be redeemed, and sanctified, and sa

ved, as monuments of thy rich, abounding, all-conquer

ing grace ; and to thee, thou divinely loving and love

y Jesus, with the Eternal Father, and the Holy Ghost,

the Author of our salvation, will be ascribed the un

divided glory, now, and everlastingly......AMEN, …

º
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. Since the foregoing Sermon was committed to the press, I have been favor

ed with a treatise on the same subject, by the late Dr. Rush, of Phi

ladelphia, who was long a distinguished ornament of our country,

*.

not only as a physician, but as a philanthropist and moralist.—.

A few extracts from his admirable DEFENce of the EIBLE As A.

school Book, cannot be uninteresting to the reader. -

“The MEMORY is the first faculty which opens in

the minds of children. Of how much consequence,

then, must it be, to impress it with the great truths of

Christianity, before it is pre-occupied with less inte

resting subjects As all the liquors, which are poured

into a cup, generally taste of that which first filled it,

so all the knowledge, which is added to that which is

treasured up in the memory from the Bible, generally

receives an agreeable and useful tincture from it.

“There is a wonderful property in the memory,

which enables it in old age, to recover the knowledge

it had acquired in early life, after it had been appa

rently forgotten for forty or fifty years. Of how much

consequence, then, must it be, to fill the mind with

that species of knowledge, in childhood and youth,

which, when recalled in the decline of life, will sup

port the soul under the infirmities of age, and smooth

the avenues of approaching death? The Bible is the

only book which is capable of affording this support

to old age ; and it is for this reason that we find it re

sorted to with so much diligence and pleasure by such

old people as have read it in early life. I can recol

lect many instances of this kind in persons who disco

wered no attachment to the Bible, in the meridian of

their lives, who have, notwithstanding, spent the eve

ning of them in reading no other book. The late Sir

John Pringle, physician to the queen of Great Britain,

after passing a long life in camps and at court, closed

it by studying the Scriptures. So anxious was he to

increase his knowledge in them, that he wrote to Dr.

Michaelis, a learned professor of divinity in Germany,

for an explanation of a difficult text of Scripture, a

º

short time before his death. -
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“It appears, from the history of the Jews, that they

Hourished as a nation, in proportion as they honored

and read the books of Moses, which contained the on

ly revelation that God had made to the world.......But

the benefits of an early and general acquaintance with

the Bible, were not confined only to the Jewish na

tion; they have appeared in many countries in Eu

rope, since the reformation. The industry, and habits
of order, which distinguish many of the German na

tions, are derived from their early instruction in the

principles of Christianity, by means of the Bible.—

The Bible is still used as a school book in Scotland,

and in the New England states. However opposed

the inhabitants of these two distant countries have

lately been in political sentiments and conduct, they

agree in being the most enlightened in religion and

science—the most strict in Inorals—and the most in

telligent in human affairs, of any people whose histo

ry has come to my knowledge, upon the surface of the

globe. If we descend from nations to sects, we shall

find them wise and prosperous in proportion as they

become early acquainted with the Scriptures: The

Bible is still used as a school book among the quakers.

The morality of this sect of Christians is universally

acknowledged. Nor is this all,—their prudence in

the management of their private affairs, is as much a

mark of their society as their sober manners.

“I wish to be excused for repeating here, that, if

the Bible did not convey a single direction for the at

tainment of future happiness, it should be read in our

schools in preference to all other books, from its con

taining the greatest portion of that kind of knowledge

which is calculated to produce private and public ten

poral happiness. -

“It is with great pleasure, that I have observed the

Bible to be the only book read in the Sunday schools

in England.......We hear much of the persons educated

in free schools in England, turning out well in the va

rious walks of life. I have inquired into the cause of

it, and have satisfied myself, that it is wholly to be

ascribed to the general use of the Bible in those schools,

*-
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lars.

for it seems the children of poor people are of too lit.

tle consequence to be guarded from the supposed e

vils of reading the Scriptures in early life, or in ar.

unconsecrated school house.

“However great the benefits of reading the Scrip

tures in schools have been, I cannot help remarking,

that these benefits might be inueh greater, did school

masters take more pains to explain them to their scho

Bible from the purity, consistency, and benevolence

of its doctrines and precepts—did they explain the

meaning of the Levitical institutions, and show their

application to the numerous, and successive gospel

dispensations—did they inform their pupils that the

gross and abominable vices of the Jews were recorded

only as proofs of the depravity of human nature, and

of the insufficiency of the law, to produce moral vir

tue, and thereby to establish the necessity and perfec

tion of the gospel system—and above all, did they of.

ten enforce the discourses of our Saviour, as the best

rule of life, and the surest guide to happiness, how

great would be the influence of our schools upon the

order and prosperity of our country !.......I think I am

not too sanguine in believing, that education, conduc

ºted in this manner, would, in the course of two gene

rations, eradicate infidelity from among us, and render

civil government scarcely necessary in our country.

“In contemplating the political institutions of the

United States, I lament that we waste so much time

and money in punishing crimes, and take so little pains

to prevent them. We profess to be republicans, and

yet we neglect the only means of establishing and per

petuating our republican forms of government, that is,

the universal education of our youth in the principles

of Christianity, by means of the Bible; for this divine

book, above all others, favors that equality among

mankind, that respect for just laws, and all those sober

and frugal virtues, which constitute the soul of repub

licanism.”

Did they demonstrate the divine original of the
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