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clare unto us the parable of the tares of the
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that soweth the good seed is the Son of Man ;
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the children of the wicked one ;—The enemy
that sowed them is the devil; the bharvest is
the end of the world ;" and the reapers are the
angels.—As therefore the tares are gathered,
and burned in the fire, so shall it be in the
end of this world.—The Son of man shalt
send forth bis angels, and they shall gather
out of his kingdom all things that offend, and
thewn which do iniquity.—And shall cast them
into a furndce of fire, there shall be wailing
and gnashing of teeth.—Then shall the righ-
teous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom
of their Father. Who hath ears to hear let
him hear.—Page 44.
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vessels with their lamps —While the Bride-
groem larried, they all slumbered and slept.—
And at midnight there was a ery madv, be-
hold, the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out 1o
meet him.—Then all those virgins arose, and
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trimmed their lamps.—And the foolish said
unto the wise, give ug of your .oil; for our
lamps are gone out.—But the wise answered,
saying, not so; lest there be not enough for
us and you: but go ye rather to them that
sell, and buy for yourselves.—And while they
went to buy, the Bridegroom came ; and they
that were ready went in with him to the mar-
riage : and the door was shut.—Afterward
came also the other virgins, saying, Lord,
Lord, open to us.—But he answered and said,
verily 1 say unto you, I know you not.—
Watch therefore; for ye know neither the
day nor the hour, wherein the Son of man
cometh.—Page 72.
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MarraEw xxv. 14—30.—For the kingdom:
of heaven is as a man (ravelling into a far
country, who called bis own servants, and de-
livered unto them his goods.—And unto one
he gave five talents, to another two, and to
another one; to every man according to his
several ability ; and straightway took his
Journey.—T'hen he that had received the five
talents went and traded with the same, and
made themn other five talents.— And likewise
he that bad received two, he also gained other
two.—But he that had received one, went
and digged in the earth, and hid his lord’s
money.—After a long time the lord of those
servants cometh, and reckoneth with them.—-
Aund so he that had received five talents came-
and brought other five talents, say ing,. lord,
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\ thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold,
I have gained besides them five talents more.
—His lord said unto him, Well done, thou
good and faithful servant: thou hast been
faithful over a few things, I will make thee
ruler over many things: enter thou into the
Joy of thy lovd.—He also that had received
two talents came and said, lovd, thou deiliver-
edst unto me two talents: behold, I have
gained two other talents besides them.—His
Tord said unto him, Well done, good and faith-
ful servant: thou hast been faithful over a
few things, I will make thee ruler over many
things : enter thou into the joy of thy lord.—
Then be which had received the one talent
came and said, lovd, I knew thee that thou
art a hard man, reaping where thou hast not
sown, and gathering where thiou hast not
strawed :—And 1 was afraid, and went and
hid thy talents in the earth: lo, theie thou -
hast that is thine.—His lord answered and
said unto him, Tuou wicked and slothful ser-
vant, thou knowest that I reap where I sow-
ed not, and gathered where I Lave not straw-
ed :—Thou oughtest therefore to have put
my money to the exchangeis, and then at my
coming I should l'ave received mine own with
usury.—Take ti.erefore the talent from liim,.
and give it unto bim which bath ten talents..
—For unto every one that batli, shall be giv-
en, and he shall Liave abundance: but from
him that hath not shall be taken aw ay even
that which be bath.—And cast ye the unprofi-
table servant into outer darkness:. there shall:
be weeping and gnashing of teeth,—P.. 100..
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thereon, and found none.—Then said he un-
to the dresser of his vineyard, behold, these
three years I come seeking fruit on this fig-
tree, and find none; cut it down; why cum-
bereth it the ground?—And he answering,
said unto him, loid, let it alone this year also,
till T shall dig about it and dung it :—And if
it bear fruit, well ; and if not, then after that
thou shalt cut it down.—Page 128.
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Hosea x1v. 4—6.—T1 will heal their back-
slidings, I will love them freely : for mine an-
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And there was a certain beggar named Laza- |

rus, which was laid at bis gate, full of sores,—

And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which
fell from the rich man’s table, moreover, the
dogs came and licked his sores.—And it came
to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried
by the angels into Abraham’s bosom: the rich
man also died, and was buried ;—And in hell
he lifted up his eyes, being in torments, and
seeth Abrabam afar off, and Lazarus in his
bosom.—And he cried and said, Father Abra-
ham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus
that he may dip the tip of his finger in water,
and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in
this flame.—But Abraham said, Son, remem-
ber that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy
good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things;
but now he is comforted, and thou art tor-
mented.—And besides all this, between us
and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that
they which would pass from hence to you
cannot ; neither can they pass to us, that
would come from thence.—Then he said I pray
thee therefore, that thou wouldest send him
to my father’s house :—For I have five breth-
ren ; that he may testify unto them, lest they
also come into this place of torment.—Abra-
ham saith unto him, They have Moses and
the prophets; let them hear them.—And he
said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went
unto them froin the dead, they will repent.—
And hLe said unto himn, If they hear not Mo-
ses and the prophets, neither will they be per-
suaded, though one rose from the dead.—

Page 188.
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THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER.
MATTHEW X1ii. 18.—23.

Hear ye thercfore the parable of the sower.

When any onc hearceth the word of the kingdom,
and understandeth it nol, then comelh the
wicked one, and calchelh wwvay that which was
sown in his heart. T'his is he which received
seed by the way side.

Bul he that recerved the seed into slony places,
the same is he that hearvelth the word, and anos
with joy reccivell it ;

Yel hath he not root in himself, but dureth for
a while : for when tribulation or perseculion
ariscih because of the word, by and by he is
offended.

He also thal received sced among the thorns, is
he that heareth the word ; and the care of lhis
world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the
word, and he becometh unfruitful.

Bt he that recetved seed inlo the good ground,
is he that heareth the word ; and understand-
el it ; which also beareth fruil, and bring-
elfe forih, some en hundred fold, some sixiy,
some Lhiriy.

THE parable to which our Saviour
here alludes was delivered on a former occa-
sion, and is contained in the 4th 5th 6th 7tk
and 8th verses of this chapter ; and now not
merely for the gratification, but also for the
profit of his dizciples he resumes the consider-
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ation of the same parable, and particularly
illustrates and enforces it. To promote the
temporal and immortal interests of man was
not only the design for which the Son of God
appeared in our world, but it was his cordial
delight, and constant employment. He was
ever ready by night or by day to impart
knowledge to the ignorant, 1o satisfy every
doubt of the anxious, humble enquirer, and

to minister joy to the dejected spirit. ;

This divine teacher commences his exposi-
tion by earnestly inviting the attention of his
disciples, “ hear ye the parable of the sower.”
Indeed all diligence on the part of the preach-
er must be unprofitable without a corres-
pondent diligence on-the part of the hearer,
and it requires as great earnestness and in-
tenseness of mind to hear with profit as to
speak with propriety. How frequently there-
fore is that admonition repeated by our Lord,
¢ he that hath ears to hear, let him hear,” and
John the Evangelist urges again and again,
¢ Le that hath an ear to hear, let him hear
“what the spirit saith unto the churches.”
But the word Zearing does not import merely
a slight, or momentary atlention to a message
which is delivered ; it requires us so to attend
as to comprehend it in our hearts, to retain it
in our memories, and reduce it {o practice in
our lives. The Apostle therefore mentions
that we “ought to give the more earnest heed
1o the things which are spoken, lest at any
time we should let them slip.” And permit
me to remark, that the best preparation for a
suitable and profitable hearing of the word, is
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a deep impression of its importance, and of
our own infinite and eternal interest in it.

He who comes to the house of God realizing
that the truths to be delivered are a message
from Jehovah, and that they involve his own
eternal interests ; that “if they are not the
savour of life unto life, they must be the savour
of death unto death ;” that if they are not
instrumental in his salvation, they must tend
to his greater damnation; he who comes to
the house of God with these impressions will
not, cannot be an inattentive hearer. Soon-
er would a man tortured with pain slight the
overtures of the Physician who stands with a
remedy in his hand and offers him instant re-
lief, or the man pining with hunger, trifle or
sport while the nourishing food was presented
and offered freely for his acceptance, or the
man under sentence of death, wantonly slight
the sentence of pardon when proposed upon
condition of his asking it, than the sinner
make light of the message of salvation who
believes that there is a heaven and a hell to
which he must shortly be adjudged according
to his works. 'Therefore, all the drowsiness
which may be often noticed in the sanctuary,
all the sloth, the lethargy, the inattention of
the hearers of the Gospel arises from the
blindness of the understanding and the unbe-
lief of the heart. DMen do not give the more
earnest heed lo the things which are spoken, be-
cause they do not full} believe them, and are
not suitably impressed with their importance.
There was probably another reason why our
Lord so particularly calls the attention of the
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Apostles to this parable. They were soon to
o forth in the capacity of sorers ; they were
to be employed in diftusing the Gospel among
¢he nations, and he informs them of the va.
rious success of their inessage; that some
whom they should hereafter address, would
“ believe the things that were spoken,” and
some would neglect or despise.  No preacher
of vighteousness was perhaps ever instrument-
al in the salvation of all whom he was called
to address. While our Saviour was deliver-
ing a parable for the instruction, and admo-
iition of his church in all ages, he was also
preparing the minds of his Apostles for their
future triale; he was forewarning them that
itey must not be discouraged, although many
of their hearers would not believe their reporé;
although all who were Israelites by profession
should not be gathered by their means.

“VVhen any one heareth the word of the
kingdom.” 'T'he doctrines to be announced
by Apostles and their successors in office are
denominated the word of the kingdom, to shew
us wkat should constitute the great, the al-
most exclusive theme of our preaching, those
iruihis which relate to the spiritual kingdom,
those doctrines which are immediately aldapt-
ed to fit our hearers for becoming useful
members of the church on earth, and to pre-
pare them for the employments and the joys
of ithe church in heaven. If the spiritual
teacher departs from the purity and sfmplici-
iy of the Gospel ; if he is privately occupied
in investigaling other subjects, or preaches
other subjects from the pulpit, then he devi-
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ates from the example of our Lord, that ¢ per-
fect minister of the sanctuary,” and loses sight
- of the very nature of bis office. The am-
bassadors of Jesus are therefore called sfen-
ards of the mysteries of God as an admonition
that their time and talents ought to be em-
ployed explaining these mysteries and apply-
ing them; diligently studying them in their
closets and preaching them from the pulpit.
All their doctrines ought to bz derived from
the living oracles as their origin, and should
all tead to the glory of God in the edifica-
tion of his church as their end. TPaul deter-
mined “to know nothiog in the Corinthian
church, but Jesus Christ and him crucified.””
When RAfoses and Elias came down from
heaven to earth the exclusive theme of their
dizcourse, was “that decease which should
be accomplished at Jerusalem,” and when
Angels appeared in the capacity of preachers
o the Shepherds on the plains of Bethlehem,
they announced these “ good tidings of great
joy, that unto us a Saviour was born, even
Christ the Lord.”

3ut however glorious this word of the king-
dom is in itzelf, and however interzating to us,
there are some who undersiand i nol ; they
do not discern the excellence of the scheme
of human redemption through the cross of
Jesus the Saviour ; they do not discover it as
worthy of God, as reflecting glory on all his
perfections, and fully suited to the miseries
and wants of fallen man; they do not experi-
mentally feel itz power transforming them in-

to the image of the first born, purifying their
9%
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hearts, mortifying their aflections to the pre-
sent world, and raising them to objects divine
and eternal. “They receive not the truth in
the love of it that they may be saved : they
are mere hearers of the word, but not doers
of it ;” it never duly influences their hearts,
nor powerfully reforms their lives, and con-
sequently is attended with no lasting effect.
All the knowledge of such hearers being only
superficial and speculative, is not saving in
its tendency, for the wicked one comcth and la-
Feeth it awvay. The seed which lies naked on
the surface of the ground ; which was never
covered with the soil, nor incorporated with
it by spreading its roots deep and wide, this
zeed isa ready prey to the first bird which
passes along ; it lies exposed on thie earth, and
even tempts the eye of the traveller, and
having no roots to fasten it in the earth is easi-
1y carried off. It is mentioned here that the
wicked one cometh. I'hie enemy who picks up,
and carries off’ this seed is the devil, who is
emphatically called that wicked one; he is
malignantly and implacably opposed to all
that is good ; he was the first, so far as we
know, who raised the standard of rebellion in
‘the universe, by refusing submission to the
Iaw of his Creator; he was probably the in-
strument of seducing his compeers, other an-
gels to revolt ; it was through his artifices that
our first parents were tempted to trample on
the command of their Crealor, by eating the
forbidden fruit, and now, impelled by the ma-
Lignity of his nature, and encouraged by his
former success in impiety he remains unwea-
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ried in doing mischief. Ashe manifested his
enmity against God by first tempiing man to
apostatise ; he manifests the same enmity stili,
by exerting all his influence to prevent our
return to our duty. He is represented as
coming and taking away the seed: he cometh,
wherever ministers come to instruct, and ad-
monish and exhort, the devil comes to prevent
the efficacy of their instructions, and adinoni-
tions, and exhortations ; he is present in this
assembly this moment: he is “not far from
any one of you;” he knows your predominant
lusts, and aims at exciting themr; he knows
your besetting sin, and offers a temptation
most suited to succeed with you, to divert
your attention from the word which you hear,
and from the great things which belong to
your peace. As the faithful minister of the
gospel studies the different dispositions of his
hearers, and endeavors to bring forth out of
the divine treasure, truths whichi are calcula-
ted to impress, this wicked one studies their
dispositions, and endeavors to suggest tempt-
ations which are calculated to prevent this
impression.

"T'his passage suggests to us that the devil
is most obstinately and maliciously opposed
to the influence of the word preached upon
the souls of the hearers. This gospel is em-
phatically called the glorious gospel, or rather
the gospel of the glory of God because it is
eminently suiied to advance his glory in the
salvation of sinners, and therefore the devil,
being the incorrigible enemy of Jehovah’s
glory, is also the enemy of his gospel, and
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thus uses every artifice either to prevent
men from reading and hearing it, or to pre-
vent its efiicacy whenever read or heard.
“The God of this world hath blinded the
minds of men, lest the light of the glorious
gospel of the blessed God, should shine into
them.” One he endeavors to rock asleep and
thus to keep the word from entering his ears,
Another he aims at amusing with the pleas-
ing dream of future gratification or gain, and
thus lures his attention {rom the message as
soon as it is heard. Others he attemipts to
persuade that it is time enough herealter to
repent, and reform, and “ work out their sal-
vaiion,” and thus with the Roman governor
they dismiss their anxious thoughts to a more
convenient time.  Beloved heavers, how ai-
fecting is the consideration that this fallen,
foul spirit is now one of our assembly ; that
he was perhaps the first to enter this conse-
crated house, and will be the last in going
out ; that he hovers around from seat to seat,
and from hkeart {o heart; that the moment 1
address you he aims at destroying the effica-
cy of the address, picking up, as the parable
expresses if, picking up the incorrupiible
seed as soon as it {alls in the hLeari: and as
the angels of heaven rejoice when one of you
repents, these fiends of hell exuit when one
fo you goes on in your impeniience, hard-
ening your hearts against God. As you re-
ard your eternal peace, be not ignorant of
the devices of thiswicked one ; be not indolent
in opposing his temptations ; “resist the devil
and he will flee from you:” look to the Lord
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Jesus the Captain of swlv'xtmn for strength to
“arm yourselves against” his asgsaults: e He
spoiled prin('ipalitie. and powers,” and yo
also shall overcome by a humble reliance on
his aid.

Some of the seed scattered by the spiritual
sower fell upon stony places.  This is design-
ed to 1epxesent that class who hear the word,
and receive it with a momentary joy. It is
well known, that seed which drops in stony
placea where the soil is shallow, and usually

varm is first in spunvmg‘ up, and preseniing
its blade to the eye of the beholder. But as
the earth is shallow, and destitute of that
moisture which is requisite for nourishing the
roots, the blade, which had appeared, after—

vards withers and languishes under the in-
fluence of the scorching sun. This fact in the
natural world is an affecting representation
of many who have a name in the church.
T'hey receive the word of life with an air of
satisfaction ; they are pleased to hear of Je-
hovah’s mercy in providing a Saviour for
guilly man ; they feel some emotions of won-
der and frrt.txtude in hearing that Jesus died asg
a sacuhce to his Father’ s_}umce, and thus ob-
tained eternal redemption for his people;
they are pleased with the offers of pardon and
iife through his substitution and sufferings,
and hope that they themselves may become
partakers of this great salvation ; they are
charmed with that account which the scrip-
tures afford of the felicities of heaven, and feel
a desire to become sharers of that felicity ;
through the influence of the word and the
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common workings of the gracious spirit, they
experience a degree of sorrow ff_)r the disor-
ders, and impieties of their past lives, partic-
ulatly for their neglect of the ordinances of
religion, and they secretly form resolutions
of amending their ways and living more en-
tirely for God. Such attainments may be
made by the hearers of the gospel without
any change of heaxt, or preparation for heay-
en. The prophet Isaiah mentions some in
his generation who “sought the Lord daily,
and delighted to know his ways, and forsook
not his ordinances, and delighted in approach-
ing to God, yet their hearts went after their
covetousness.” Qur Saviour also speaking
of John the Baptist, mentions that he was a
“ burning and a shining light, and that many
of the Jews for a season rejoiced in his light,”
but they afterwards forsook both himn and his
doctrine. And these Jews in the days of
Isaiab, and in the days of Jolin, are a repre-
‘sentation of multitudes in every age. T'hey
are affected in some degree v ith the ministry
of the word, and fecl a momentary impulse of
Joy, but having no root in themselves, they
endure only for a time. 'The impression is
made chiefly on their fancies and aflections
without any solid, rational conviction on
their understanding; they have not a tho-
rough sense of sin in its nature and conse-
quences; they are not deeply humbled on
account of their iniquities; their hearts are
not duly softened by displays of the divine
mercy as it shines throngh the mediation of
Jesus Christ, and therefore all their emotions
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of sorrow for sin, of love to God, of joy un-
der the means of grace are of short duration:
In hearing the word of salvation they have
not 1ctml|y embraced that Jesus whom the
word P\lul)lts,nnd thuslike a branch not really
united to the vine, they may seemingly bud
and blossom, but they blmtr forth no fruits of
righteousness unto per fection. It is this
which constitutes the real distinction between
the christian and the formal professor. The
former really closes with Jesus for pardon
and life, resting on his sacrifice for the for-
giveness ofevex) sin, on his righteousness for
a free and full acceptance with the Father,
on his grace for sanctification of heart and
life, on his spirit for direction, and such can-
not possibly fall away: they “hold the head,”
as the apostle expresses it, “ {rom which the
whole body have nourishment ministered,
and groweth up to perfection,” but the latter
lcslmnr on a few pangs of remorse as genuine
1eprnt.mce on some transient impulses of de-
light under the word as real, spiritual joy,
soon lose their first love, and apostatise from
their holy profession. Just as the stream
must dry up which bas no conmexion with a
fountain, or as a branch must wither and de-
cay which is not actually united to the vine,
so the hearer of the word who stops short of
union to the Son of God; who bas never at-
tained to fellowship with him in the atone-
ment of his death, in the virtue of his resur-
rection and intercession come short of salva-
tion ; he must lose his soul in the end, and
frequently loses his profession in the present
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world ; for when riduiaiion or persecution a-

siscth because of the word he is offended,  "To

be pointed at by the finger of scorn for their

adherence to Jesus and his cause ; to give up

their former companions with whom they had

mingled in the pleasures of the world ; to be
vilified as weak enthusiasts, or as gross hypo-

criles, as either professing sincerity which they
do not feel, or as under the influence of a
disordered imagination is more than they are
able to bear, they consider the saciifice too
great {o be made {or the sake of religion, and
thus they give up one part of their profession
after another, until they totally apostatise.
That very iribulation and persecution for
rightcousness’ sake, which is instrumental in
the spiritual growth of the righteous; by
which thieir cerruptions are mortified, their
attachment to the world is lessened, and their
desires after God and glory are increased,
v iribulations are means of perdition

to the empty professor. The same sun which
scorches and withers the blade that springs up

on stony places without root, fosters and

the earth. 'The same gale of wind which
oversets the shiip witirout bailast, carries more
gpeediiy into the hatbor the vessel which ig
properly ballasied ; the same blast which
blows over the rotten, decayed tree, tends tor
establish the living tree ; to make it strike its
roots deeper and wider into the earth ; and so
the same storm of persecution for the sake of
the Gospel, in which the hypocrite is driven
away ircmordinances and from the profession




25

of religion, only drives the true christian to
adhere more closely and constantly to that
Jesus who is a shkelter from the storm, and
a covert from the tempest. It causes him to
exclaim with David under his afflictionsg,
“ thou Jehovah, art a shield for me, my glory,
and the lifter up of mine head ; thou art my
rock, my deliverer,andshield,in whomI trust.”
The apostle addressing the Philippians ex-
horts them “in nothing to be terrified by their
dversaries, which is to them an evident token
of perdition, but to you, he says, of salvation
and that from God: For it is given you in
behalf of Christ not only to believe, but also
to suffer for his sake.” He mentions other
christians who had “received joyfully the
gpoiling of their goods, knowing that they
had in heaven a more enduring substance,”
and with respect to himself he had this con-
fidence, that “ his light afflictions which were
but for a moment only worked for him a far
more exceeding, and eternal weight of glory.”
We are taught from this passage, that per-
secution must be expected by the followers
of the l.amb. = This tribulation may be differ-
ent in different ages, sometimes the righteous
are merely derided, and mocked ; sometimes
they are misrepresented in their motives, and
conduct, and sometimes they are called fo re-
sist even unto blood, but some degree of per-
secution for righteousness’ sake must be ex-
pected : the sced of the serpent will be always
emitting its venom in one form or another
against the seed of the woman. And this ha-
tred, this contempt of the righteous which is
: 3
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manifested by the profane, does not arise from
any thing which they see in them as men,
but for what they see in them as chris-
tians. Itisexplicitly mentioned that “ tribu-
lation or persecution ariseth for the word’s
sake,” that is for our profession of the sord
and our adherence to its doctrines and duties.
“If ye were of the world, the world would
love its own, but because ye are not of the
world, but I have chosen you out of the world,
iherefore the world bateth you.” The fol-
lowers of Jesus may possess every qualifica-
tion which is requisite for recommending the
man: Their natural tempers may ke amiable
and obliging, their disposition may be gene-
rous, their standing in society respectable ;
they may be justin their dealings, “rendering
to all their due ;” they may be willing to spare
of their earthly substance for supporting the
poor, and be ready to every good work, but al-
thoughthese endowments may soften the rage,
they will not conciliate the aflections of world-
Iy men. 1Inthe same proportion, as any in-
dividual resembles the Lord Jesus Christ, in
that very proportion will he or she be secret-
ly hated by an irreligious world. ‘That “ car-
nal mind which is enmity against Gad,” can-
not feel emotions of friendship to his image
when it shines in the face of man. Learn,
therefore, dearly beloved brethren, “to count
the cost” of your religious profession. You
must either be loved of the Father and hated
by the world, or owned and loved by the
world and despised of the Father. As ye-
““cannot gerve God and mammon,” neither
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can ye possess the esteem and affection of both
at the same time. But recollect for your en-
couragement, “he that endureth to the end,
the same shall be saved. If you suffer with
Jesus, you shall also reign with him; if ye
be dead with himn, ye shall also live with him ;
if ye are persecuted for righteousness” sake,
happy are you for the epirit of God and of
glory resteth upon you.” And would any
rational, reflecting person now hearing me
barter his soul and eternal life for the smiles
of vain, capricious, perishing mortals ; smiles
which you may not live to enjoy to-morrow,
and which, should you live until to-morrow,
may.be changed into scorn and derision.
Permit me also to notice another truth ob-
viously suggested from this passage, that all
apostacies in the church may be traced to a
formal, superficial profession as the source.
When we see the visible meinbers of the
church “turning aside from the holy com-
mandwment” and walking in the courses of this
world, we may conclude with absolute confi-
dence that the defect is wholly in themselves.
Instead of infering from these instances that
there is no reality in religion, no excellence
in her institutions, no joy unspealkable in held-
ing fellowship with Jesus the sinner’s friend,
we ought rather to conclude that these back-
sliders never felt the power of his grace.
They may, asthe apostle expresses it, “have
tasted the good word of God,” but they never
experienced its renovating, and sanctifying,
and consoling influcnce. Even when they
“had a name to live, they were spiritually
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dead. o blast either from earth or hell wii}
ever blow out the lamp which has been light-
ed up by the Holy Ghost and replenished
with oil from Jesus the ever living Head.
“They went out from us,” says the holy
Evangelist speaking of some who apostatized
in his age, “ they went out from us, but they
were not of us; for if they had been of us,
they would no doubt have continued with us;
but they went out that they might be made
manifest that they were not all of us.”
Asthe sower went forth to sow, some sceds
fell among thorns. '"Fhis represents the man
who hearcth the word and the care of this world,
and the decetifulness of riches chole the word,
and ke becometh unfruitful. Man in departing
from the living God, departed from the true
felicity and glovy of his nature; he left the
real fountain of joy, and is now become the
sport of ten thousand anxieties and toils; he
looks for happiness, not in the Creator, but
in the creature, and is therefore perpetually
disappointed. He is eageily asking, “what
shall I eat, or what shall T driak, or where-
withall shall T be clotlied,” to the neglect of
infinitely important realities ! Ze care of this
nworld, says our Lord intbe parable, choketh
the word. A certain portion of attention to
the concerns of this world is unavoidable and
Jjustifiable.  While we stand in the relation
of parents, we must provide for our families;
while we remain members of the church, we
must contribute 1o the support of its ordinan-
ces; while we are connected with civil socie-
1y, we must afford our aid for maintaining the




29

poor, and various institutions literary and
benevolent, and therefore diligence in dis~
charging the duties of some calling is abso-
lutely requisite. ~The Apostle therefore
commands “that we labour with our hands,,
thatwe may have to give to him that needeth,”
and he expressly asserts that “he who does
not work,” who is-not industrious in:'some oc-
cupation, “ought not to eat.” The sin and
the danger do not lie in attending to-the things
of this world, but in pursuing them: with im-
moderate solicitude, and to the neglect of our
spiritual interests. Neither the offence to God
nor the danger to our own souls consists in
being diligent in business, but in indulging an
excessive eagerness for the acquisition of the
wealth of this world. A deceitful heart will
often repregsent that as necessary which
sound reason and the divine word must pro-
nounce superfluous. In the pursuit of some
secular object it will find excuses for neglect-
ing the duties of the closet, and of the family,
and of the temple, which cannot be sustained
at the bar of conscience now, nor at the bar of
an Infinite, impartial Judge hereafter. How
often, therefore, are we adimonished  not to
love the world, nor the things which are in
the world;” “to set our affections, not on
things on the earth, but on those things which
are above, where Jesus Christ sitteth on the
right hand of God?” Where would be the
necessity of admonitions thus pointed and re-
peated were we not naturally prone to excess
in following after the things of time, and was
not their excess disho:ouring to God and

—d
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dangerous to our own eternal interests ? Who
that has altended to the operations of his own
mind, has not found from experience a natur-
al and almost irresistible propensity to depart
from the living God and place his aflections
onearth and its objects? How often do world-
ly cares intrude and disturb the soul when we
attempt fo engage in the duties of prayer, of
searching the scriptures, of meditating on the
perfections of Jehovah, dr covenanting with
Lim as our portion and joy? How often do
the cares of the world tempt us to hurry over
the devotions of the family, and the instruc-
tion of our children, or prevent us from dis-
charging with a becoming earnestness and af-
feetion those important services ? How often
have these cares of the world hindered us from
waiting upon the institutions of the sanctuary,
and when we do aitend, do they not often
prevent us from listening with a suitable so-
lemnity to the things which are spoken, and
thus the sanctifying and saving influence of
divine truth i1s lost? The word of salvation is
not suitably beard, nor treasured up, nor re-
flected upon, nor reduced to future practice.
With what mingled-tenderness and severity
did our Lord reprove in Martha this inordi-
nate anxiety, although she was at that mo-
ment occupied in making preparations for the
entertainment of himself and his disciples?
“ Mary,” the saered historian mentions, *sat
at Jesus’ feet and beard his words, but Mar-
tha was cumbered about much serving ; and
Jesusansweredandsaid unto her,Martha, Mar-
tha, thou art careful and troubled about many




31

things ; but one thing is needful ; and Mary
hath chosen that good part, which shall not
be taken away from her.” Let conscience
bear witness, have we not been often prevent-
ed from attending some exercise of religion.
either private or public ; an exercise by our
attention to which, our own spiritual comfort
might have been promoted, and the zeal of
others excited, by some secular engagement
which was not indispensably necessary ? And
my christian friends, when we come to render
in our final account, if the end of our crea-
tion bhas been answered, the glory of God ad-
vanced, our generation served, and our salva-
tion secured, neither the peace of our souls
will be materially disturbed, nor our eternal
reward lessened, although some things about
our dress, or the furniture of our houses, or
the cultivation of our farms may have been
partially neglected. That the former should
be done is of infinite and eternal importance;
by leaving the latter, in part, undone, we suf-
fer no more than a temporary inconvenience
orloss. ¢ Seek first the kingdom of God, and
the righteousness thereof, and all other things
shall be added unto you.”

With the care of this world the deceitfulness
of riches is here represented as uniting to pre-
vent the efficacy of the mord preached.
Wealth in itself may be considered a great
blessing and is highly desirable, as it condu-
ces to our personal comfort and.enlargeg, our
sphere of usefulness. As the gift of divine
bounty and an expression of the divine love,
riches ought to excite our gratitude and in-
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spire us with adoring thoughis of the good-
ness and condescension of that Being from
whose munificence cometh doivn every perfect
gift. But owing partly to our weakness, and
partly to the corruption of our hearts those
riches frequently become ensnaring to the
soul ; they prove both deceitful in their nature
and dangerous in their consequences. It
may therefore be considered an-enquiry both
seasonabie and important, how do 7ickes be-
come deceiiful asthe parable represents? They
prove a snare to the soul, as the possessor ig
often tempted to rest upoa-them, and rejoice
in them as his portion, without seeking after
that favor of Jehovah which alone constitutes
the happiness of a rational and immortal mind.
He is ready to imagine, in the vanity of bis
mind, that his fortune is made ; that he is for-
tified in all respects against the probability,.
or possibility of future want; that “ his
mountain stands strong,” and he may freely
indulge himself in every gratification which
his heart can desire. Riches in this respect
are doubly deseilful ; they are not only con-
sidered a competent portion to the neglect
of God and his fellowship, but an impression
that be has ample provistons for every future
want leads the possessor from that constant,
entire dependence on divine providence which
he might otherwise be constrained to exereise.
It is, therefore, highly probable, that even
among christians there is ordinarily more glo-
ry ascribed to God by the indigent than by
those who are placed in circumstances of .
greater affluence. The former receive their
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““daily bread” more immediately from the
hand of their divine benefactor. It comes to
tbem as an answer to their prayers, as a fruit
of their trust on bis providence, and each new
supply fills them with new and more elevated
conceptions of the Divine bounty and faith-
fulness ; but the rich receiving their supply
from this and the other debtor too frequent-
ly overlook the band of their Heavenly
Father. His agency in ministering to their
daily wants ie unseen through the interven-
tion of secondary causes. How affectingly
was this decettful influence of wealth exem-
plified in the history of'the rick man describ-
ed in the parable of our Lord. He is repre-
sented as saying to his soul, “thou hast much
goods laid up for many years; take thine
ease, eat, drink, and be merry.

There is another respect in which riches
may be considered no less deceitful and dan-
gerous. 'They frequentiy tend to swell the
possessors with pride and vain glory ; fo ren-
der them contemptuous towards man and
{earless of God. This, without a large mea-
sure of sanclifying grace, is the natural and al-

uost necessary tendency of increasing wealth.
A notion of their independence of their fel-
low creatures frequently grows up in the bo-
soms of the rich into a conceit of their inde-
pendence of the Creator himself. T'here are
instances without number of men who in the
common walks of life appeared. humble, re-
spectful, and devout; diligent in discharging
the various duties of 1elwmn, private “and
public, and afterwards, upon the sudden ac-
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guisition of wealth, became prsud, insolent
and oppressive ; neither “fearing God nor re-
garding man.” Their temper and conduct
change with their change of exlernal condi-
tion. There have also been instances, with-
out number, of persons, who, in afliuence,
were vain, “ high minded” and arbitrary, be-
Coming upon a reverse offortune,-mxld, peace-
ful, and amiable; “courteous” in their de-
portment towards man, and regular and ap-
parently conscientious in the performance of
every act of piety to God. These opposile
facts shew in a light equally strong, the de-
cettful nature of riches ; that they tend to fill
the possessor with pride, self conceit, and self
confidence. The Apostle thus commands:
Timothy to charge “them, who are rich ia
this world, not to be high minded, nor trusi
in uncertain riches,” plainly intimating the
dangerous influence of prosperity, and the
necessity of guarding with vigilance against
its deceitful nature: and Agur fervently ex-
postulates, “give me not riches, lest I be full.
and deny thee, and say, who is the Lord ?
There is another consideration why the
wealth of this world may be pronounced de-
eeitful, and frequently proves hostile to our
spiritual interests. By multiplying our cares
It necessarily renders an attendance upon the
ordinances of grace more difficult, and the
efficacy of those ordinances less probable
when we do atlend. While the poor are oc-
casionally filled with anxiety about obtaining
what they really need, the rich usually fee!
a much greater solicitude about the means of

—___—¥
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securing what they already possess, and a
solicitude much more perplexing and distract-
ing in its nature. One goes fo kis farm, and
another to his merchandize, and either neglect
the means of salvation, or “receive not the
truth in the love of it, that they may be sa-
ved.” These are the “thorns which choke
the word and render it unfruitful.” The
Holy Ghost bas thus admonished us, that
“they who will be rich, fall into femptation,
and a snare, and into many foolish, and hurt-
ful lusts, which drowns men in destruction and
perdition ;” and our Saviour has solemnly
forewarned us, “that a rich man shall bardly
enter into the kingdom of heaven ; that it is
easier for a camel to go through the eye of
a needle, than for a rich man to enter into
the kingdomn of God.”

We are taught from this passage the fol-
ly, the extreme folly, and presumption of in-
dulging an immoderaie solicitude about the
wealth of this world. What! shall we eager-
iy covet those rickes, which the Saviour, in
love to our souls, has pronounced deceilful ;
which, he has declared, render it hard for us
to “enter the kingdom of heaven;” in the
possession of which, he has asserted that “it
is easier for a camel to pass through the eye
of a needle, than for a man to enter the king-
dom of God.” Should not this consideration
moderate both our pursuits and dezires after
the enjoyments of time, and should it not, al-
so, arouse to an apprehension of their danger,
and to a holy jealousy over their own spiris,
those who are already placed in circumstan-
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ces of affiuence or honour. “Not many
mighty ; not wany noble are called.” In pro-
portion as we become involved in the pleas-
ures or business of life, our cares necessarily
increase, the mind is distracted or diverted
from spiritual things, our obligation to the
living God is forgotien, the realities of death
and a future state are excluded from our
thoughts, and the inferesis of the soul for
eternity are endangered, in pursuing what?
Objects which are perishable in their nature,
and will not materially conduce to our com-
fortin time. “They that will be rich fall in-
to temptation and a snare;’ they postpone
the work of salvation until their favourite
schemes are accomplished, and never open
their eyes on their danger until the touch of
death dissolves the spell, and they awake in

the horrors of depair.
Even the children of the kingdom frequent-

ly suffer unspeakable loss by permitting them-
selves to become entangled in the affairs of
this world. Tbey spend in anxious contriy-
ances about their temporal gain or aggran-
dizement hours which might be profitably
occupied in the devotions of the closet or fa-
mily, exercises by which their spiritual peace,
their joy in God, and preparation for glory
might be promoted. Through the influence of
a carnal spirit they gradually “lose their first
Iove,” and ultimately < pierce themselves
through with many sorrows.” A review of the
past; arecolloctionoftheirneglect of duty,and
their conformity to the maxims of the world,
frequently fills them with the most poignant
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remorse and humiliation in the u(;va(; annim-
life; this often seitles upon the soul as 87 0
‘ing 1ts eviden

penetrable cloud, obscuring 1 rospects of
reconciliation with God, and 1ts p’_‘[‘hgusands
future glory in his presence. 1dly spirit
Owing to the indulgence of this wor t tyother-
are at last scarcely saved, who migh Far
wise have enjoyed an abundant endrance 1
; : : tions on
the everlasting kingdom. These reflec e
this part of the parable I cannot conc u :
Ianguage more instructive or .aﬂ'ectlona' €,
than in the following expostulations of three
apostles of our Lord. < But thou, O man of
God, flee these things, and follow after right-
cousness, godliness, faith, love, patience,
meekness. Wherefore, seeing we also are
compassed about with so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight and
the sir which doth so easily beset ug, and let us
run with patience the race that, is set before us,
Dearly beloved, I beseech You as strangers,
and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which
war against the soul. Love not the world,
neither the things that are in the world : if
any man love the world, the love of the Fa-
ther is not in him.”

But the spiritual sower shall not “gpenqd
his strength altogether for nought and jp
vain.” If one piece of ground is harqg and
impenetrable, refusing an entrance to the
spiritual seed : If another part is stony ang
shallow, not affording a sufficiency of mois.
ture to nourish the blade which hag sprunp
up: If another is grown over with t/zorn%
Which choke the grain, and prevent it from
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. ripening to perfection, there is a kindly soil
| into which some seeds shall happily fall, and
take root, and spring up, and at last present
an abundant harvest to reward the toil, and
realize the expectations of the husbandman.
Although in every congregation there are
some of whom the pastor must “stand in
doubt,” and others who appear hardened un-
der the influence of sin, and others who “ make

a fair show for a season,” but afierwards
turn aside from “the holy commandment,”
and disappoint his hopes, there are always
some whom he may bail as “the travail of
his soul,” as the seals of his minisiry, and an-
ticipate as “ his glory and joy,” when the ac-
count of his stewardship 1s rendered. Per-
haps there is no faithful servant of the Lord
Jesus, who is not crowned with some success
in hislabors; who hasnot some hearers who are

. savingly called through his instrumentality as
his consolation in time, and his glory forever.
They hear the word, and understand it. They
hear ; they wait with attention upon the
means of grace and salvation. The best soil
cannot produce a crop without first receiving
the seed, and without the hearing ear the un-
derstanding heart is not to be expected.
Wherever the patural husbandman has a ra-
-tional expectation of gathering a harvest, there
he deposits the seed in its season, and where-
ever the Lord God appoints an individual to
salvation, he ordinarily brings that individual
to the means of salvation. To the most su-
perficial observer it must be obvious, that
those who are brought to a saving knowledge
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of the truth are usually brought to it by are-
gular, respectful, persevering attention to the
ordinances of the gospel. “Ofhisown will,”
says the Apostle, “begat he us by the word
of truth.” Rarely has the conversion of a
sinner been eflected by a clap of thunder;
by a dream or vision of the night; by the
sudden death of an acquaintance or connex-
ion. TDmnpressions produced by incidents of
this nature, are generally like the flash of
lightning which gleams for a moment, and
then vanishes away. It was while Philip
“preached Jesus” that the Ethiopean Euneuch
became ¢ wise untc salvation:” it was while
Lydia attended the ministry of Paul, “ where
prayer was wont {o be made,” that the ““ Lord
opened her heart,” and called her to the fel-
towship of his love.

They hear the word, and understand it -
they attend to it with earnestness and affec-
tion; “they receive it not as the word of man,
but as it 1s in truth, the word of God which
effectually worketh also in them that believe.”
Althiough a divine, superrpatural infiuence is
indispensably necessary to render the gospel
effectual for salvation, yet much is encum-
bent on ourselves ; we ought to hear it with
profound attention and solemnity ; we ought
frequently and affectionately to meditate up-
on it, and in hearing, or reading, or reflecting
we ought devoutly to depend on the Hol;
Ghost for his influences to seal it upon our
hea.rls; then we shall understand it, and beas

Jruii.  As the natural seed, after taking root
i the earth, springs up in due season, and be-
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comes visible to the eye; as it will be secy,
« first in the blade, then in the ear, after that
in the full corn in the ear,” so that grace
which is saving in its nature is a living, pro-
ductive principle; it first changes the heart,
transforming it into the likeness of Christ Je-
sus Jehovah, and afterwards purifies the life
and conversation. These fruits, vyh.ich the
christian brings forth through the spirit of ho-
liness enlightening, and sanctifying, and as--
sisting are various, and may be considered, in
general as comprehending all the duties which
we owe in the different relations of life,
whether social, or civil, or religious ; the ex-
ercise of every talent entrusted to us by the
great husbandman. “ These fruits of the
spirit,” the Apostle mentions, ¢ are love, joy,
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith, meekness and temperance.” They
consist, he notices in another epistle, they
consist “in all goodness, and righteous-
ness, and truth.” Constrained by “the love
of God which isshed abroad through his heart
by the Holy Ghost,” the believer will aim at
obeying each divine commandment ; at walk-
ing in each divine ordinance ; at improving
his time and occupying his talents to the glo-
ry of that Jesus who created, and redeemed,
and sanctifies, and has promised ultimately to
save him “with an everlasting salvation.”
“Ye are a chosen generation ; aroyal priest-
hood ; an holy nation ; a peculiar people, that
ye should shew forth the praises of him who
hath called you out of darll-);ness into his mar-
velous light,”
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ut every tree in the saine orchard is not
equally flourishing and fruitful ; although
they all grow in the same soil ; are surround-
ed with the same atmosphere ; participate the
same influences of the sun and rain'; are cul-
tivated with equal care by the husbandman,
and enjoy in all respects the same advantages,
they are not all equally profitable to the pro-
prietor ; thus in the paradise of God, all the
“trees of righteousness” are not equally fruit-
ful to his glory. Some are thus represented
in the parableas bringing forth an hundred fold ;
some sixty ; some thirty. Daily observation
upon the church of the living God furnishes
a comment luminous and satisfactory on this
verse. All the professors of religion, whom
charity must consider real christians, are not
equally edifying and useful. They are not
all equally tender in their consciences, meek
and selfdenied in their deportment, circum-
spect in their conversation before the world,
uniform in their attendance upon the public
institutions of religion, ardent in their zeal for
the honour of God, or willing to spend their
time and worldly substance in the promotion
of every good work. Among the sincere fol-
lowers of the Lamb, some are more contract-
ed in their plans, more selfish in their motives, -
“seeking their own things,” with little con-
cern about the glory of Jesus, or the advance-
ment of his cause in the earth, while others
are more expanded in their views, more dis-
interested in their conduct, and endeavoring
to be “always abounding in the work of the

Lord.”” 'This variety of character has ap-
45,-'5

R R R L PR NS Ry T




42
ot

peared among the members of the christiam
chureh since 1ts first erection in the world.
In every period of time we have seen some
“stars differing from” and excelling others
around them in glory ; some christians rising
superior to their cotemporary christians in
the splendor of their gifts, and in the abun-
dance of their services for the honor of their
Master. It is thus testified of the Patriarch
Job, that “there was none like him 1n the
earth ; a perfect and an upright man; one
that feared God and eschewed evil ; who put
on righteousness, and it clothed h.lm; to
whom judgment was as arobe and'a diadem.”
Jabez was pronounced “more honourable
than his brethren,” and believers in Berea
were accounted “more noble than those in
Thessalonica, in that they received the word
with all readiness of mind, and searched the
scriptures daily.” Even among the Apostles
of the Lamb there are some whose names
were scarcely mentioned except when they
were first called by divine grace, and initiated
into office. We hear little of their writings,
or travels, or preaching, while others were
“in labors more abundant ; in stripes, in im-
prisonment, in watchings, in fastings, preach-
ing (he word in season and out of season ;
warning every man, and teaching every man
in all wisdom ; they submitted to every be-
reavement, and braved all opposition " that
*they might finish their course with joy, and
testify the gospel of the grace of God.”
Brethren and sisters in the Lord Jesus
Chiist, permit me to conclude our reflections
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on this parable by affectionately reminding:
vou of that divine admonition, “herein is my
Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit :’
let each individual aspire after the highest
attainments in holiness of heart,. and the high-
est grade of usefulness in their generation.
Whatever be your talent, aim at occupying
it with unremitting diligence, and a holy dis-
interestedness : whatever be your station ip
life, endeavor with humility and zeal to dis-
charge the duties.of that station. “Ye are
not your own, for ye are bought with a price ;.
therefore glorify God in. your body and in
your spirit which are Gods.” Instead of con-
triving apologies upon any occasion for the
omission or postponement of duty, let redeem-
ing love be always considered as imposing
upon you an infinite obligation to the most
prompt and cheerful discharge of it. lLet
your prayers; your spiritual meditations ;
your self dedications ; your alms of charity. ;
your contributions for purposes of piety be
 coming up,” from day to day, “ for a memo-
rial before God,” thereby his glory will be
advanced, the interests of his church will be
subserved, the end of your creation and re-
demption will be answered, the splendor of
your future crown and the plenitude of your
eternal joy will be promoted. ¢ The Lord
God will render to every man according to’
his deeds. He which soweth sparingly shall
reap also sparingly, and- he which soweth
bountifully, shall reap also bountifully.”
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LECTURE I1.
THE PARABLE OF THIE TARES.
sMatTuew XIII. 36.—43.

Then Jesus seat the mullitude aray, and went
info the house: and his disciples came unlo
him, saying, declare unto us the parable of the
tares of the field.

He answered and satd unio them, he thatl son-

cth the good seed is the Son of Man ;

The field is the world ; the good secd are the
children of the kingdom ; bul the lares are
the children of the wicked one ;

The enemy that sowed them is the devil ; the har-
vest is the end of the world ; and the reapers
areihe angels.

ds therefore the tares are gathered, and burned
in the fire, so shall it be in the end of this world.

The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and
they shall gather out of his kingdom all things
that offend, and them which do iniquity.

And shall cast them into a furnace of fire, there
shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.

Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun

in the kingdom of their Fathen. Who hath

ears to hear let him hear.

AMONG the various parables deliver-
ed by our divine Redeemer, that which we
have now read appeared to his disciples the
most interesting. The conciseness of the
styleinwhich it was expressed, and yet its com-
prehensive import extending back to the coni-
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mencement, and forward to the consummatioz:
of time ; the grandeur of the imagery em-
ployed ; the sower, the sced, the reapers, the
world, all these things counspired in a more
than ordinary degree to arrest their attention,.
and excite a desire to understand more fully
its meaning. No sooner, therefore, had our
Lord dismissed the multitude, and retired in-
to a private house, than the disciples follow-
ed him with a request that he would declare
tfie parable of the tares of the fleld. Such is
the familiarity which a people ought ever to
mmanifest towards their pastor. When any
thing in hig discourse appears dark and mys-
terious, they ought to embrace a proper op-
portunity for asking an illustration; in cir-
cumstances of perplexity and doubt, they
ought freely to make known their anxieties
and request an interest in his prayers and
counsels. “The priest’s lips should keep
knowledge, and they should seek the law at
his mouth, for he is the messenger of the
Iuord of hosts.” It may also be noticed that
in the oracles of the living God, are some
things hard to be understood ; some truths the
investigation of which mnay occupy our dili-
gence through life, and which will probably
be unfolding for the contemplation of the
redeemed through eternity. DMany doctrines
attered by our Lord were mysterious even
to the disciples who enjoyed the advantages
of his personal ministry, and prophets in their
day “inquired and searched diligently what
‘the spirit of Christ whigh was in them.did sig-
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nify, when it testified beforehand the suffe-
ings of Christ, and the glory that should fol-
fow.”

The next verse shows to us the prompti-
tude, and cheerfulness with which this divine
teacher bearkened to the request of his dis-
ciples, and gratified their desire by expound-
ing the parable. Jesus answered and suid un-
to them : it was his “ meat and his drink to de
the will” of his heavenly Father, and to pre-
mote the best interests of mankind. It was
his delight to cherish in his followers the first
appearances of piety, and attention to the
great concerns of their salvation; to teach
the ignorant, to strengthen the weak, to es
tablish the wavering, to reclaimany who had

departed from the paths of righteousness, and
with the consolations of his gospel to “ com-
fort all who mourned.” Instead of “break-
ing the bruised reed,” it was his care to con-
firm it, and “the smoking flax” he fanned in-
to a flame. Such, also, will be the delight of
every minister of the sanctuary who has im-
bibed the spirit of the coinpassionate Jesus.
It is to him the occasion of exquisite joy
when any of his hearers are inquiring into the
meaning of some important part of divine
truth, or how they may know whether the
“word preached” has become effectual to
their spiritual profit. Such questions occa-
sionally proposed by their people, are wore
gratifying to a faithful pastor than all out-
ward respect which they are capable of show-
ing him, because it is a proofthat “the pleas-
ure of the Lord is prospering in his hands.”
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We now proceed to a consideration of the
import of the parable, as explained by that
infallible interpreter. He that soweth the good
sced is the Son of man. Our Saviour is often
denominated the Son of God to expres the es-
sential dignity and glory of his nature, and
also to convince us of his infinite capacity
for accomplishing the work to which he was
appointed as Mediator ; that his sufferings be-
ing the sufferings of a God are divinely suf-
ficient to expiate the most aggravated crimes
of his people, and his obedience being the
obedience of a God is divinely meritorious
to secure our title to everlasting life. In the
present instance, and in many others, he is
called the Son of man, to instruct us, that in
him, as Ewmanuel, humanity was united to
divinity ; that as really man he was capable
of obeying, and suffering, and satisfying in
the very nature which had sinned: that as imnan
he knows experimentally our frailties, and i3
thus capable of entering into ail the feelings
of his children, and of sympathizing with them
in their diversified afflictions and sorrows.—
There is perbaps no infirmity of body, no
temptation, or conflict in soul which the chil-
dren of the kingdom are called to endure,
but Jesus, the Son of man, underwent it before
them. “ He wasin all points tempted like
as we are, yet without sin. Surely he hath
borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows.”—
The Son of man is the personage represented
in the parable as sowing the good seed, and this
office he executes as the prophet of his
church. All the distinct, satisfactory know-

e —————
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Tedge which we possess of the divine Persons;
of the divine Perfections; of the apostacy of
Adam ; of the ruin which that apostacy in-
duced upon himself, and the human kind; of
the method of our pardon and acceptance,
and of the future, eternal destinies of man,
are derived wholly from Jesus Jehovah
in the capacity of a prophet. This Sun of
richteousness 15 as much the source of all
spiritual light, as the natural sun his brightest
emblem in the material world is the source of
patural light.  “No man hath seen God at
any time; the only begotten Son which isin
the bosom of the Father, he hath declared
him.” He is thus emphatically denominated
a “ witness to the people; the messenger of
the covenant, and a teacher sent from God,”
to show that every saving communication of
the divine will is through the mediation of
the Son. He sowed the good sced partly in
his own personal ministry during his resj-
dence in our world. He commenced his
course of spiritual instruction when he had
scarcely attained to 1he age of twelve years ;
he continued it in his occasional converse
with individuals, with private families, and in
the public congregation until he finished it
upon his exaltation to heaven.

One of his intimate companions bears this
honourable testimony to his fidelity, “ that he
went about all'the cities, and villages, teach-
ing in their Synagogues, and preaching the
gospel of the kingdom,” and the multitude
which flocked to his ministry were constrain-
ed to confess “that never man spake like thig
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man.”  When he was yet in hig period of
youth, we find him in a circle of Jewish doc-
tors explaining the {rue nature of the law,
and extricating it from those false glosses
which their superstition, and blindness, and
depravity had attached to it. We hear him,
therefore, appealing to his righteous Father
through David his type, “I have preached
righteousness in the great congregation: Lo,
I have not refrained my lips, O Lord, thou
knowest, I have declared thy faithfulness, and
thy salvation, I have not concealed thy loving
kinduness, and thy truth from the great con-
gregation.” But the act of sowing this good
seed, was not limited to the ministry of “the
Son of man” during his abode in our world.
This prophetic office he had been executing
in all preceding generations, and this he will
continue to execute in the church until the
end of time.—Since the period that the first
promise was promulged in Paradise until the
present period, a succession of patriarchs, and
prophets, and apostles, aad ordinary pastors
has been preserved for the instruction and ad-
monition of mankind. Enoch, Noah, Abra-
ham, Moses, and Elijah, in their respective
ages, were all “preachers of righteousnes.”
Amos, Isaiah, Joel, Jeremiah and Malachi
also, in their respective ages, were all
¢« preachers of righteousness.” "These were
raised up during the lapse of nearly four thou-
sand years for the instruction of mankind in
their duty, and to forewarn them of judg-
ments, both temporal and spiritual, which
might be expected as the wages of transgres-
5]
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sion. These hieralds of divine truth were like
so many beams of light suqcessnvcl)_’ emiled i
from Jesus Jehovah the “ Sun 0!’ nght.eou.s-
ness.” Tt was the “spirit of Christ wlngh in
them testified beforeband his own §u[fermgs
and the glory that should follow. God, who
at sundry limes, and in divers manners, spake
in time past unto the fathers by the prophets,
hath, in these last days, spoken unto us by his
Son, whom he hath appointed heir of al’E
things, by whom also he made the \wm'lds.
and by the ministry of men divinely called
and competently qualified for the work, he
will continue to executie his prophetic office
until the last vessel of election is sanctified, and
the dispensation of merey is closed in this
lower world. :
It may be inferred from this verse, that all
spiritual wisdom is derived exclusively from
our Lord Jesus Christ as the prophet of his
church. Each satisfactory, saving discovery
which man has attained relative to the exist-
ence of the true God, or the manner of his
existence, or the perfections of his nature, or
his interposition for the recovery of our guil-
ty world, or the scheme by which this recove-
ry is effected, or the certainty of “a judgment
to come,” or the awards which await both the
just and the unjust, all satisfactory knowl-
edge relative to these interesting realities is
derived either immediately or mediately from
the eternal Son as the mediator and “ mes-
senger of the covenant.” In whatever period
of time, or under whatever dispensation of
#race these mysteries were disclosed, or
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whether they were announced by p’\!nalchs,
or prophels, or apostlea, each communication
came from the Son of God as its source.
While as a priest he “abolished death” by his
own vivarious, and infinitely meritorious
deatl, e hath, as a prophet, “brought life
and inmottality to light through the crospel
No man knoweth the Son, but the IFather ;
neither knoweth any wman the Kather, save
the Son, and Le to whomsoever the Bon will
reveal him.” He teaches outwardly by his
word, and by his spirit accompanying the
the word he shines upon the understanding
of the sinner imparting the light of eternal
life. < [tis written in the pmph(,tslhey shall
be all taught of God. And we know that
the Son of God is come, and bath given us
an understanding that we mnay know him that
is true, and we are in him that is true, even
in his Son Jesus Christ, This is the true God
and eternal life.”

In conformity to the request of his aposties
our Lord proceeds in his illustration of the
parable,andinformsthemthattiefield,mention-
ed init, isthe world,orthe nations which inbabit
the world. On this great theatre as the field,
the incorruptible seed has been scattered in a
less or greater degree from the beginning of
titse. Amoncr the nations of the earth, if I
may change the similitude, the true light has
been diffused sometimes more extencxvely and
luminously, and sometimes it has shone with
a degree of lustre more obscure, and over a
vegion of country more contracted. The
_\nowleddc of salvation was long confined to
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a particular part of the earth, and to a partie-
ular family of mankind, but before the ascen-
sion of our Lord the “ wall of partition was
broken down,” and the command was lssued
forth “to teach all nations baptising them;
1o go into all the world, and preach the gos-
pel to every creature.” It is now the d;vme
pleasure and purpose that “ the earth shall be
full of the knowledge of Jehovah, as the
waters cover the sea: that this gospel of {he
kingdom shall be preached in all the world,
for a witness unto all nations.” Ther(.: s a
period approaching, when the world will be
literally and emphatically the field,- when
the scriptures shall be translated into all lan-
guages; when they shall be circulated through
all countries; when they shall be read by
men of every colour, and every kindred un-
der heaven, and the name of Jesus the medi-
ator shall be great “ from the rising of the sun
even unto the going down of the same.”

The good seed, this divine expositor informs
us, is designed to represent the children of the
kingdom. The righteous are often denomin-
ated children, to express both their adoption
and their sanctification.  As ¢hildren they
are translated from the family of nature into
the family of grace ; they become related ta
Jelovah as their friend and Father, and are
recognized by bim under the endearing rela-
tion of sons and daughters : and with the
names of children are connected important
and eternal immunities. “If children,” by
adopting grace, “then heirs; heirs of God,
and joint heirs with Christ. Vea, all things




L
JI

aretheirs, whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas,
or the world, or life, or death, orthings present,
or thingsto come; all are theirs, and they are
Christs, and Christ is Gods.” But this name of
children expresses also their sanctification or
conformity to the immage of their heavenly Fa-
ther; they resemble him in their holiness,
their humility, their forbearance, and become
“followers or imitators of him” in all his im-
itable excellencies. By the kingdom here
mentioned we may understand the church in-
visible, the whole multitude of the redeem-
ed in every part of the world, and in every
period of time. 'T'hey are the  children of
the kingdom ;” they have by their regenera-
tion and adoption an interest in all its privi-
leges and prospects ; they are united to the
person of the eternal Son, adorned with the
perieet robe of his righteousness, and thus fel-
fow heirs with him and with each other, to
the boundless blessings of his purchase ; to
all the immunities both of grace and glory.
But more is imported in the denomination
“children of the kingdom” than merely an
interest in its privileges: They consult the
honour and interest of this kingdoin ; they
feel a cordial concern for its prosperity, that
its boundaries may be enlarged, that the
number of its true members may be increas-
ed, that all who are its children by profession
may “ walk worthy of bim who is calling them
to glory and virtue,” and they are ever rea-
dy with their secular substance to promote
its extension in the earth. They who feek

no solicitude for the prgsperity of the churchy
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and are not willing, as ability or opportunity
offers, to advance its interesls, are not chif-
dren of the kingdom. However splendid thejr
profession, or however frequent and noisy
their exclamation, ¢ the temple of the Lord;
the temple of the Lord,” they are not the
living members of the Son of God. All who
appertain to ihe spiritual family, while 1_hey
are affectionately expostulating, “thy king-
dom come,” will deem it their duty and glo-
ry to contribute of their earthly property
for its furtherance in the earth.
But the tares arc the children of the wicked
ore. The word which we translate Zarcs oc-
curs several times in this chapter, but so far
as I recollect is used in no other instance in
the new {estament. The fares are represent-
ed by naturalists asa “plant witha long, rough
leaf, not easily distinguished from the genu-
ine grain among which it grows.” It was
very common in Palestine, and particularly
pernicious to their erops of corn. These
tares represent the children of the wicked one.
Although formal professors associate with the
real disciples of our Lord ; are recognized asg
members of his family; are called by his
name, and admitled to all the external privi-
teges of his house, still their real character re-
mains the same; they are not reconciled to
God by the blood of his Son; they are not
“renewed in the spirit of their mind ;” they
do not bear the likeness of their Father in
heayen; they are not actuated by a principle
of respect to his authority, nor a fervent zeal
for the prosperity of his cause, Various mo-
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rivileges
tives prompt carnal men to _aSlf tggr?e mel:ly
of the church, It is somet1mes coﬁscience,
to pacify an awakened, anxiots .

v C safi i some form O
as few can be satisfied without )
; . commodation to

religion, or it is done in a¢ :

. 1 ’ (&
the fashion of the place or age inl W'h'lctl(;l;h 37.
live, or for the advancement of their p

ral interest and honour. There Rmbab])
never was a church upon earth without e;;
proportion of empty, formal professors, 0

carnal men induced by carnal co.nslderatlf)n.s
to ask admission to the distinguishing privi-
leges of the spiritual family.

We learn from this passage that no out-
ward advantages or profession alter the real
character of man. These fares were grow-
ing in the same field with the wheat, nourish-
ed with the same soil, and fenced around with
equal care and expense, yet they were lares
still, a-representation of the “children of the
wicked one.” We may have heen descend-
ed from righteous parents; we may have been
early baptized ; we may have been instruct-
ed in the principles of the christian religion ;
we may be admitted to all the butward ordi-
nances of the visible church, 451 pass in the
estimation of others as regular professors
while we are not acknowledged by a heart.
searching God as “children of the kingdon >
nor possess any claim to their future prospect,s
Simon Magus, although baptized, baptizeq
even by an apostle, was afterwards declareg
by the Holy Ghost to be “in the gall of hjt.
terness, and in the bond of iniquity.” The
foolish virgins associated with themise ; wiqp
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them they arose at the voice of the bride-
groom ; like them they carried in their band
the lamp of a profession, and expected adinjs-
sion with them to “the marriage supper of
the Lamb,” yet how melancholy was their
disappointment? Their lamps went out in
utler darkness, the door of hope was shut
against them, and they were left to endleg
weeping, and lamentations, and woe. Who were
more ostentatious in their profession than the
Seribes, and the Pharisees? They fasled often;
they paid tithes of all lhat. they possesse.d;”
they were neither “extortioners, nor unjust,
nor adulterers,” and yet the final and infalli-
ble Judge has asserted that “excepl your
righteousness shall exceed the righteousness
of the Scribes, and Pharisees, ye shall in no
case enler into the kingdom of heaven.” Let
all be admonished therefore that neither cir-
cumcision availeth any thing,” all the advan.
tages of the Jewish church will not savingly
rofit ; nor uncircumeision availeth any thing,
a!ll the advantages of the christian church,
but faith which worketh by love. No profes-
sion will bean the test, the fiery test of the
judgment day -but that which is founded on
union to the eyerlasting Jesus, and reconcili-
ation “ through the blood of his cross.” All
who are “begotten again to a living hope by
his resurrection from the dead” are recognised
as children of the kingdom, and in the end
shall be introduced to its exalted honours and'
Joys ; and all others, what ever be their pres-
ent pretensions or expectations, must experi-
ence disappointment and shame.
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@'he enemy that soweth them is the devil. He
is denominated an ecnemy, because of his irre-
concilable hatred of God, and his unweari-
ed and most malignant opposition to the pro-
gress of his km«rdom in the earth. 'Thisapos-
fate spirit would, if it was possible, subvert
the throne of the omnipotent; and intro-
duce disorder into every part of the moral
government of God : he early discovered his
emmty by seducing man to revolt from his
Creator and rightful Sovereign, and he mani-
fests the same enmity from age io age, by
using every conceivable artifice to prevent
his return fo his duty. “The God of this
world hath blinded the minds of them which
believe not, lest the light of the glorious gos-
pel of Christ, who is the image of God should
shine into them.” In another parable he is
represented as attempting to defeat the in-
fluence of divine truth by “catching away
that which is sown in the heart,” by diverting
the attention of men from reflecting upon,
and nhmproving the word which they hear.
EHerehis enmity appears in sowing tares among
the wheal, or in attempting to introduce false
professors into the bosom of the church, and
thus ultimately to bring reproach upon re-
ligion, and more aggravated ruin on the souls
of those whom he deceives. It appears al-
most unaccountable that this fallen spirit, who
1s so malignantly and irreconcilably opposed
to the prosperity of the church, should have
any influence in bringing members to its out-
ward communion. But he knows perfectly
that men may assume the mask of religion,
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and yet remain strangers to its power; that
they may have their names enrvolled among
the visible followers of Jesus, without a saving
change of their nature, and thus like fares
growing among the wheat, they tend both to
annoy and injure others without any ]asii'mg .
advantage to themselves, or glory to (19(1.
After conlinuing for a season in their profes-
sion of religion, they becozr}e weary of the
ordinances of Christ, impatient of that re-
straint which is imposed upon them by the .
discipline of his house, and at last renounce
their profession to the dishonour of God, to
the reproach of the christian name, to the of
fence of the righteous, and to their own great-
er condemnation and woe. Just as the winds
of Lheaven blow the chaff’ fromy among the
wheat, “so tribulation or persecution for
righteousness’ sake” separates these formal
professors from the true church; or when
lifted up by prosperity, by the increase of
wealth, or their advancement in worldly hon-
ours they frequently abandon the ordinances
of christianity, and walk no longer with the
generation of the upright.  Mournful in-
stances of such apostacies have occurred in
every period of the church. Such was Ju-
das Iscariot who betrayed Lis master: such
was Demas who accompanied Paul for a time,
but afterwards forsook him, “ having loved this
present world : such was Julian the Roman
Emperor usually called the apostate who ap-
peared soon after the days of the Apostles.
These and thousands of others may be con-
sidered {ares mhich the encmy sowed wmong the
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wheat ; they assumed the It e oine in-
but were not possessed of ils sanctifiying

= i to the
fluence, and therefore rqtumcd bacl;t o
world “as the dog to his own vlom waﬁow:
and the sow {hat was washed to her

ing in the mire.” .
The harvest is the cnd of the 7.v07l(l. The
autiful, and 1m-

period of harvest is a very be | S
pressive emblem of the consummaltion or a
things. Then the fruits of the earth have

reached the perfection of their nature; the
seed which had been formerly sown in the
field, and which had been advancing from
process to process attains its full growth, and
may be cut down as ready for the purpose
for which it was intended. 'The harvest is
thus a suitable and very awful representation
of the end of this world. Then the genera-
tions of men will all be filled up; the last son
and the last daughter which were to descend
from Adam, and were requisite for comple-
ting the number of the family of mankind,
will bave appeared on the earth; the graces
of the righteous will then have been sufficient-
ly tried, and proved, and perfected, and the
reprobate “as vessels of wrath will be fully
fitted to destruction.” Then the royal man-
date will issue forth from the throne of the
Eternal, “put ye in the sickle, for the harvest
is ripe;” the mighty ¢ angel lifting up his
hand fo heaven will swear, by hin that livetp
forever and ever, that there shall be time no
longer ;” the present orvder of things will
then cease ; “all rule, and all authority, apg
power both in the church and in the worlg
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will be put down,” and the endless condition
of man will be unalterably fixed.

How affecting is the thought that this world
will have an end? The houses wh.nch We now
occupy must decay and moulder into ruins;
the laws which govern the material system
will be dissolved ; there will be no more the
alternate returns of “seed time and harvest,
of cold and heat, of summer ':md winter, of
day and night ;” the earth \.vhnch we now inp-
habit and to which our affections are so ardent-
1y attached, “shall be burned up;” the sun
will grow dim with age ; nature shall sink in

-ears;” these heavens which we now behold

shall be “rolled together asascroll,” and after-
wards there will appear “ new bheavens and a
new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness,
Seeing then that all these things shall be dis.
solved, what manner of persons cught ye (o
be in all holy conversation and godliness;
Jooking for and hastening unto the coming
of the day of God? Wherefore, beloved,
seeing that ye look for such things, be dili-
gent that ye may be found of Lim in peace,
without spot, and blameless.”

As the harvest is employed by our Lord to
represent the end of the world, the reapers are
the angels. The office of a reaper is to cut
down the fruits of the earth when fully ri-
penecd, and collect them for the use of the
proprietor. Holy angels receive the appella-
tion of reapers because of that important part
which they shall perform at the conclusion of
the present order of things. By their instru-
mentality the throne will probably be erected
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forjudgment ; the bodies of the nations of man-
kind will be raised from their graves ; the
bodies of those who are found alnvc will be
changed ; the just and the unjust will be sepa-
rated from each other; the parties will be
arranged on the right hand, aud upon the
left, for trial, and the Judge \nH be conduct-
ed from his throne in the Zkird heavens to his
great white throne in the air, for the important
work of judging the nations ; for it i1s men-
tioned in the 41st verse, the Son of man shall
send forth his angels, and they shall gather out
of his kingdom all things that oﬂ'cnd and them
which do iniquity. 1t is worthy of notice that
these celestial spirits are called ks angels,
angels of the Son of man. As God he gave
them existence originally, “for by him were
all things created that are in heaven, and that,
are in earth, visible and invisible, whether
they be thrones, or dominions, or principali-
ties, or powers ; all things were created by
him, and for him :” as God he supports these
angels in existence from moment to moment,
for “he upholdeth all things by the word of
his pewer,” and to Jesus as mediator they are
now subjected, that they may become subser-
vient to bis glory in the administration both
of providence and grace. “He maketh his
angels spirits, and bis ministers a flame of fire -
AIE“:U) not all ministering spirits sent forth
to minister for them who shall be heirs of
salvation ?”

These angels under the direction of the
Son of man, shall gather out of his kingdom
all things that offend, and them which do iniqui-

6
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sy the invisible church, or the society of the
faithful is here considered as the ¥ingdom of
Messiah ; he redeemed it with his blood ; he
sanctifies it by his Spirit ; he enlightens it by
his doctrine ; he governs it by his laws; he
edifies its members by the administration of
his ordinances ; he refreshes them with pledg.
es of his presence, and intimations of his love,
and from them he demands a tribute of glory
as an expression of their gratitude to“hlm for
creating, and redeeming lovg; b?l".&{ bOl}ght
with a price,” even hisown ]llﬁ{nlt(le precious
blood, every member of this lczng(lom 1s obli-
gated to glorify the Son both “in body and
m spirit.”

Qut of this kingdom the Son of man will
gather by the’ ministry of his angels every
thing that offendeth and them which do iniquily.
T'he tares which grow among the wheat are
a figurative representation of false professors
who are now mingled with real believers,
and they are set forth in the parable as offen-
ding. Their cold, formal, lifeless services are
offensive to that “ God whois a Spirit,” and
can be pleased only with that worship which
is performed “ in spirit and in truth.”  They
do imiquily, because by intruding into his
church they insult his omniscience in offering
him the appearance of religion without its
reality ; they thus by a false profession, pre-
sume to deceive him who cannot be deceiv-
ed ; who knoweth intuitively and perfectly
“what is in man; who searcheth the heart,
and trieth the reins, and dwelleth only with
him that is of a contrite and humble spirit.”>
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As these fares, these ohildren of the wicked one
offend a holy God, they also offend and injure
the generation of the upright with whom they
associate.  « Kyil communications corrupt
good manpers.” Just as a diseased member
affects the health and vigour of the natural
body of which it constitutes a part, or as the
withered, decayed branch proves pelmclous
to the gm\\th of the tree with which it is con-
nected, so the mere formalist is both an of=
fuzce, and an injury to the church of the liv-
ing God. His worldly and wanton. conver-
sation has a carnalizing influence even upon
those who are exercised to Godliness, and his
irregular walk becomes to them a temptation
and a snare. But these tares shall at last be
separated from the wheat ; all that offend and

they which do iniquity, shall be gathered out of

his kingdom ; not a single sinner shall be left
in all the congregation of the righteous; an-
gels as ministers of divine Justice will make
an utter and everlasting separation of the un-
Just from the society of the just.

The present is a promiscuous state in the
christian church ; the genuine believer and,
the cold hearted forinalist now convene in,
the sane sanctuary ; they approach the same
sacramental table ; they receive together the
symbols of the body and blood of the same
Redeemer. Notwithstandingall the vigilance
of ministers or other ecclesxaqtlcal officers,
many obtain adwmission to the seals of the
covenant who are not actually interested in
the covenant itself. “ Man looketh to the

outward appearance,” but cannot explore the.

e
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Leart, nor discover iis secret mutive‘s, and in-
tentions.  When sincerity is professed by
applicants for the privileges of the church,
we ought, in the exercise of charity, to hope
that it is unfeigned, and with a competent
kno\\.ledgp and (\xcmplm.'y conversation, llmy
ouglht readily to be admitted to her cotmmun-
ion. Thus Simon upon ll}e protes‘smn of 'hlS
faith was baptized by Philip the Lvan.gchsl,
although Lie afterwards proved to be an impos-
tor; and was rebuked and probably cut
off as an unworthy member. Reproach is
frequently thrown upon the oflicers of the
church on account of the irregular walk of
its members, but this censorious spirit arises
from want of reflection on the nature of the
present dispensation.  Although caution
ought to be exercised in inquiring into the
character and motives of those who desire to
Jjoin themselves to the Lord by a public pro-
fession of his religion, and although vigilance
should be exercised in watching over the con-
duct of those who are already called by his
name, yet this parable of our Saviour, and
the history of his church in all ages instruct
us that perfect purity is not to be expected.
“ It must needs be that offences come. The
kingdom of heaven shall be likened unto ten
virgins—and five of themn were wise, and five
were foolish,” and altheugh extremes ought
carefully to be avoided, yet it is certain!y most
safe to err ontheside of charity. Itis probably
beltertoadmit to the distinguishing ordinances
of religion two unworthy applicants, than to
exclude from those privileges one that is wor.

_;
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1d is in
thy. The church in the presell: ‘gglexpect—-
a milifant state, and its 'trjals are (: but from-
ed not only from enemies xYlthl;)u i T
false professors witbin. It is the p and.the
the great Husbandman that the lares e
wheat grow together until the harvest, (;m ey
that an eternal separation will be made. s
the children of the wicked one shall be cast v 2
a furnace of fire ; there shall be wailing an
gnashing of tecth. 'T'he punishment of the re-
probate in a future world is held f9|'th n
scripture by a variety of language. To ex-
press the loss which they shall sustain, they
are said to be cast into darkness, ouler darkness,
and the blackness of darlkness for ever. They
willthere be deprived of all conceivable good’;
of every enjoyment which they now desire,
and which is essential to the happiness of man.
They will no longer behold the light of the
natural sun ; -they will no longer enjoy the
pleasuresofsocial life, nor have accessto those:
sumptuous meats and drinks with which they
often. pamper their bodies to excess in this:
world. 'Fhe covetous shall no longer enjoy
his favourite gold, nor the ambitious man his. -
honours, nor the children of pleasure their
amusements, nor the voluptuous their sensual
gratifications.  From all these sources of de.
lLight the damned will be utterly and’endless]y-
excluded. Tle bereaviments of the reprobate
are most affectingly set forth in the conditiop,
of the rich man who desired, but was denjeq,
a drop of water to cool his tongue. But what
is a consideration inconceivably more awfy],
they will be shut out {rum‘ the comfortahe,

G.‘.
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resence of Jehovah, ¢ whose favor is life.??
That sentence “ depart from me, ye cursed,”
includes the very essence of the horrors of
hell. To be banished from our country js
dreadful ; to be banished from our Kindred
is dreadful ; to be instantancously bergavcd
of the society of our friends and acquaintan-
ces would be dreadful, but to be E)amshed
from the communion of a gracious God, that
Being who is the perfection of excellence,
the fountain of bliss, would be infinitely more
dreadful; and yet such will be the doon, the
unavoidable doom of the finally impenitent,
“They shall be punished with everlasting
destruction from the presence of the Lorg
and from the glory of his power.” They will
be deprived forever of every intimation of his
Jove, or any offers of reconciliation to his fa-
vor; they will hear of him no more but in
tlie thunder of ‘the curse; they will see him
no more but in the lightnings of his wrath;
they will feel him no more but in the tor-
ments which he inflicts. “ These shall go
away into everlasting punishment.”

“O that men were wise ; that they under-
stood this, that they would consider their lai-
ter end.” The eternal God yet waits to be
gracious: he is in Christ reconciling the world
unto himself, not imputing (heir trespasses
unto them: “ T'urn you at his reproof,”and Le
promises, “I will pour out my spirit upon
you; I will make known my words unto
you. Though your sins be as scarlet, they
shall be as white as snow ; though they be
red like erimson, they shall be as wool”

|
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Will you not be pcrsundcd “"‘ f:(j;{qh)e Lord
these overtures ol ;_)ca('(‘,”ﬂ”({_‘;‘,.;’l you pot ra-
while he may be found 77 V¥1¥ e Ahan e
ther bow to the sceptre of his mercys

3 ver !
crushed eternally by the arm (.){ his po\-}gg:
Will you not rather be earnest In the Colrlo d
sion of your sins, and asking _the loving u{l. 5
ness of Jehoval, than sink for ever the vic-
tims of his displeasure ? “ Who among us shall
dwell with the devouring flames? Who among,
us shall dwell with everlasting burnings 1”7

But, O, how diflferent ! widely different and
unspeakably blessed and glorious will be the
latter end of the just? Zhen shall the righicous
shine forth as the Sun in the kingdom of their
Father. 'The persons who shall inherit the
kingdom are denominated righleous. T'his
appellation belongs to none in their naturai
condition, ¢ for all have sinned, and come
short of the glory of God.”  All are there-
fore “ by nature the children of wrath,” and
there is no reconciliation with the Father by
any performances of their own. But that
righteousness, which wasforfeited by the trans-
gression of the “ first Adam,” and is unattain-
able by any works of the creature, by the
obedience and blood of the “second Adam,
the Lord from heaven” is fully recovered.
“ He bath appeared to put away sin by the
sacrifice of himself, and is now the end of the
law for righteousness to every one that be-
lieveth.” They who are interested ia his
vicarious, infinitely perfect righteousness are
regarded by the divine law as fully righteous ;
they obtain the free, the full, and everlasting
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remission of their trespasses, and “being justiti
ed by divine grace, they are made heirs ac.
cording to the hope of eternal life.” They
who are thus righteous shall shine forth. They
will be all-glorious ; their souls will not only
be completely exempted from that guilt and
defornity which are the consequences oftrans.
gression, but will be fully assimilated Lo the
image of Jesus the « first born,” and will for
ever be irradiated with one stream of light
from him, the *“Sun of righteousness.” Theix
hodies also will be all-glorious ; they will be &
redeemed from those frailties, and defects, and
afflictions of every kind which were incurred
by the demerit of sin, and adheredto them du. /
ring their continuance on earth. The ransom.
ed body which, in its dissolution from the soul,
“ijssown in corruption, shall then be raised ip
incorruption ; it issown in dishonour, it is rajs
ed in glory ; it is sown in weakness, it is raised
in power; it is sown a natural body, it ig
raised a spiritual body. It doth not yet ap-
ear what we shall be, but when Christ who.
1s our life shall appear, then shall we also ap-
pear with him in glory.” If the face of Mo- i
ses shone by a momentary converse with Je- |
hovah upon the mount, so “that the children
of Israel could pot steadfastly behold it for
the glory of his countenance, which glory
was to be done away :” If Moses and Elias
appeared in glory when they made an. occa-.
sional visit to our earth which is now pollut-
ed by the disobedience of man, what, must we.
suppose, will be the glories of the redemed a-
midstthe full perfectionof the heavenly world?

-
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Their bodies, being occupied by a glorified
gpirit within, and irradiated by the unclouded
eflulgence of ““the Lamb in the midst of the
throne,” will be like so many orbs of light
emitting and reflecting light and glory upon
each other.

Christian, in the anticipation of celestial
glory, how regardless mayest thou feel of all
the reproaches which are heaped upon thy
name, or all the defects which either enfeeble
or deform thy body upon earth? «T'he trum-
pet shall hereafter sound, and thy body shall
be raised incorruptible and fashioned like
unto the glorious body of thy Saviour and
Lord.” 1In the anticipation of celestial joy,
with what resignation and cheerfulness nay-
est thou endure the various troubles and dis-
appointments of thy lot in this world? Thy
reproaches and sorrows are all momentary,
thy pleasures and thy glories will be uninter-
rupted and eternal. * There shall be no more
curse: and there shall be no more death,
neither sorrcw, nor crying, neither shall there
be any more pain ; for the Lord shall be thine
everlasting light, and the days of thy mourn-
ing shall be ended.” -

And, fellow christians, does not heaven
appear more desirable in prospect, and must
not its full fruition be rendered more delight-
ful fromn the consideration that it is the king-
dom of our Futher ? ‘There he has erected his
throne; there he resides as in his palace;
there he is surrounded by myriads of angels
who do his pleasure ; this kingdom he  pre-
pared for us from the foundation ofthe world ;
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this he has bequeathed {o us as the obje_cls of
his eternally electing love, and the children
of his free adopting grace, and to the posses-
sion of it he will introduce every one wn his
own order. Jesusour representative and fore-
runner bas already entered it in our name,
and for us he is devoutly interceding before
the tbrome, “Father, I will that they also
whom thou hast given me be with me where
I am ; that they may behold my glory which,
thou hast given me; for thou lovest me be-
fore the foundation of the world.”
This parable is concluded with a solemn and
impressive admonition for all to attend, who.
hath cars to hear, let him hear = let him be im-
pressed with the importance of the doctrines
which it contains; let him realize his own
immediate and everlasting concern in them,
This congregation is a section of the field
represented in the parable, and every indivi-
dual now hearing me constitutesa portion ei-
therof “the goodseed, the childrenof the king-
dom, or the tares, the children of the wicked
one.” And, beloved friends, is it not infinite-
ly interesting that you ascertain to which
class you belong, and where you. shall have
your eternal abode? Whether in the end of
this world you shall be cast into a furnace of
Jire, where shall be wailing, and gnashing of
{eeth, or whether you are to shine through
everlasting ages as the Sun in the kingdom of
your Father ?
Thou Spirit of all grace, look in tender:
compassion upon this large assembly ; permit
peither male nor female to deceive themselves.
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with a name to live while they are spiritually
‘dead. If there be any fares in this field, we
ask thee not to root them out in thy wrath,
but rather to transform them by that power
omnipotent which is ‘“able even to subdue
all things unto thyself.” Forbid that any, who
are thine by early devotion in baptism, and
by actual admission to the ordinances of thy
heuse, should perish in the end with Pagans,
and the open scoffers of religion; but by adop-
ting grace, and the regenerating influences of
the Holy Ghost, may they be constituted the
children -of the kingdom, and at last through
abounding mercy be brought to the eternal
enjoyment of its pleasures and glories.—
“Thou, Lord, knowest all things, thou know-
est” that it is the unfeigned desire of thy ser-
vant that *all Israel may be saved;” thou
knowest that he frequently and fervently
prays for their conversion, and anxiously
gtudies to find out arguments which, through
thy power accompanying, may be effectual
for promoting it. Make bare thine holy arm
this day, and may all in this assembly * see
the salvation of our God.” AmMEN.
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’ LECTURE I71.

—oeo— J
THE PARABLE OF THE TEN VIRGINS. |
Martaew XXV. 1.—13. |
Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened un-
to ten virgins, which took thewr lamps, and
went forth to mecl the Bridegroom.
And five of them were wise. and five were foolish,
They that rere foclish took their lamps, and
took no ol with them.
But the wise tock ol in their vessels with their
lamps. |
While the Bridegroom tarricd, they all slum-
bered and slept.
And at midwight their was a cry made, behold,
the Lridegroom cometh ; go ye ould to meel him,
Then al? those virgins arose, and trimmed their
lamps.
ind the foolish said unto the wise, give us of
your 0l ; for our lamps are gone oul. i
Bul the wisc answered, saying, not so ; lest there
be not exough for us and you : but go ye ra-
ther to them that sell, and buy for yourselves.
And while they went to buy, the fsridegroom
came ; and they that were ready weni in with
kim {o the marriage : and the door was shut.
Afterward came also the other virgins, saying,
Lord, Lord, open to us.
But he answered and said, verily I say unlo you,
1 kknow you nol.
Walch thercfore ; for ye know neither the day
nor the hour, whercin the Son of man cometh.

THESE verses, like many of the pro- -
phesies and parables delivered by our Lord,
admit of a twofold application. They may
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be considered ag referring primarily and priu-
“cipally to the people of the Jews. T'he slum-
ber and sleep, which the virgins were indul-
ging, may be designed to express the deep
aud deplorable infatuation of that nation:
they remained unalarmed and unreclaimed
amidst the most pointed and repeated admo- -
nitions of our Lord and his apostles. By the
coming of the Bridegroom mentioned in the
sixth verse -is probably implied the appear-
ance of the Son of God for the destruction of
their city, the subversion of their temple, and
their utter overthrow and dispersion as a na-
tion. This event occured at midnight, that
is, at a period altogether unexpected: they
did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold,
they planted, they builded, they were absorb-
ed in their secular pursuits, and carnal grati-
fications, until “sudden destruction came up-
on them, as travail upon a woman with child.”
Tlie admonition, walch therefore, may have a
general reference to churches which enjoy
the means of salvation. It contains an expli-
cit warning, not fo reccive the dispensation of
the grace of God in vain, butto give the more
carnest heed to the things which they hear ; not
to be partakers with the Jews in their unbe-
lief and impenitence, lest they be ultimately
involved “ in the same plagues.”

This parable, although it refers primarily
to the Jews, ought not to be confined in its ap-
plication to that nation; it refers to the visi-
ble church in 2ll ages of time, and to us as a
congregation “is profitable for doctrine, for

| 7
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reproof, for correction, and for instruction in
righteousness.”

Then shall the kingdom of heaven. Tn this
and many other instances through the New-
Testament, the kingdom of heaven represents
the church under the dispensation of the gos-
pel. Like the kingdoms of this world, the
christian church has a system of laws for her
regulation, even the word of God; her sub-
Jects, all who profess the religion of the holy
Jesus, and she may claim as her King the
Son of God in his mediatorial character.—
“ The government shall be upon Lis shoul-
ders. The Lord God shall give unto bim the
throne of his IFather David : and he shall rule
over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his
kingdom there shall be no end.” The dis-
pensation of divine mercy under the gospel,
is emphatically called the kingdom of Aeaven,
because its glory far excelleth the dispensation
which preceded during the reign of the law.
The light under the New-Testament econo-
my is much clearer ; the worship is more sim-
ple and spiritual ; the blessings are commus-
nicated in more abundant measure, and the
duration of the present dispensation is more
permanent, and it shall continue unaltered
until the end of the world. Thus John the
Baptist, the harbinger of Messial’s appearing
in the flesh, publicly announced, repent ye, for
the kingdom of heaven is at hand ; a new and
more glorious dispensation is shortly to be
ushered in; the type is to give place to the
Antitype; and the shadows of Moses must
seon vanish hefore the radiance of  the Sun of

-
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who is now risilg

« '.. S . = 1l ({
L LR - of heaven is here likene:
'he kingdom ©O i iced in this
oY s The virgins, noticed In
unlo teip virgins. ) L R il ot S hureh ;
T bers of the visible churcii;
verse, are the members @ g Goc e
ofcssion the followers O
they who are by prolcs 5 oy
the Lamb. and they are denominated virgins
QLial)y « £ oAl

{0 denote that spirifual chastity, that spotlleSS
purity by which they ought ever to be ¢ 1‘2;1'-
acterized ; that boliness of heart and of lite,
by which they should be distinguished from
the rest of the world. “ As he who hath cal-
led them is holy,” so they ave commanded to
be “holy in all manner of conversation: to
have no fellowship with the unfruitful works
of darkness, but rather to reprove them.”’
The apostle thus reminds the believing Co-
- rinthiang, “ 1 have espoused you (o one hus-
band, that I might present you as a chasle vir-
gin to Christ.” ~ And they who stood upon
Mount Sion, while they had “ their Father’s
name written upon their foreheads,” to ex-'
press their open avowal of his religion are al-
so represented as undefiled “ with women, for
they are virgins.” TIndeed the sanctification
of the church isan important, yea, a prineipal
part of her salvation, It is the great design
of the election of believers by the Father’s
love, of their redewsption by the grace of the
co-eternal Son, of all the ordinances of reli-
gion, and of all the operations of the Holy
Ghost upon their hearts. Z%ey are chosen 1o
be holy, and without blame before him tn love.
'hey are redeemed by the sacrifice of Jesus

{0 be a peculiar people, zealous of good works:;

Righteousness,”

R
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. and by the spirif of lholiness they are called
to walk in newness of life. But with cordial
grief, with deep humiliation, it may be re-
marked that the appellation of virgins rather
indicates what the profeszed followers of Je-
sus ought to be, than what they generally are:
It rather expresses those high degrees of mor-
tification to the world, and advancement in
holiness after which they should aspire, than
to which they actually aitain.

These virgins look their lamps, and. wenf
forth to meet the Bridegroom. That the import
of this passage may be more clearly under-
stood, it is necessary to advert to the usual
practice of the Jews in relation to their mar-
riages. These were ordinarily solemnized in f
the evening, when the bride, accompanied |
with her party, went forth to meet the Bride- |
groom, each virgin carrying a lamp in her
hand. Asthe virgins, mentioned in the para-
ble, are designed to represent the members of |
the christian church, by the Bridegreom is to
be understocd the Son of God whowm we must
all meet in death, and at the general judg-
ment. “ YWhen the Son of man shall come i
in his glory, and all the Loly angels with hin,
then shall be sit upon ke throne of Lis glery,
and before him shall be gathered all nations.”

Five of thesc virgins were wise and five were
foolish. 'T'he meaning of this verse is oo ob-
vious to require any particular illustration.
The wise virgius are those professors of the
Redeemer’s name, who have been taught by
the Holy Ghost, “to know the things which
belong to their peace:” who Lave been ena-
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_oracious agen-
bled by his Almighty and a!ll glleaction sure;
cy “to make their calhng".an d:em the time,’,
who were industrious to ° € of grace for
and to improve every Ordlgnaonfcganc%iﬁcation
attaining to higher degree ho were wise in

.. & w .
and spiritual knowledge ; | 2 3 rkin
noticing “the signs of the times; " 11 L &

b

the operations of their Father S har{d;go‘fl},g;
prosperilty and adversity ; who we A
slothful in business,” but aimed at (_JCCUPY" g
every talent in the fear of God, with a "ﬁn;
cern for his glory, and with reference to tha
solemnn reckoning which awaited them when:
the account of their stewardship x_vould be re-
quired. “This fear of Jehovah iy the begin- Gl
ning of wisdom ;” it is not only the begmnmg,. Y
but the progress and the perfection of wis- i
dom ; it comprehends our duty and glory and:
interest, i

The foolish virgins are the cold, slothful;, ¥
formal professors of religion. They are such:
as rest satisfied. “ with a name to live;” who.
attend the outward dispensation. of the gos-- |
pel, but are not “ born of the Spirit ;”’ do not: &
worship Jehovah in“the beauties of holiness,”” Bt
nor rejoice in.him as their portion and glory. ‘
These virgins, resting on: the mere “form of '
Godliness,” are pronounced- foolish, because.
all knowledge in the head, and the most splen--
did outward: profession in. the life, without.
grace in the heart,. will be utterly unprofita..
ble. “ Excepta man be born again, he can-.
not see the- kingdom: of God:” Though «
speak with the tongue of men, and of angels >

says.the apostle, “and *l‘xave not charity, I )y,
7
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b I become as sounding brass or a tinkling cym-
. bal. And though I have the gilt of prophe- |

sy, and understand all mysteries, and all |
knowledge, and though I have all faith so |
that I could remove mountains, and have not ‘
charity, I am nothing. And though I bestow

all my goods to feed the poor, and though I
give my body to be burned, and have not |
charity, it profiteth me nothing.”

'This verse contains an obvious and awful

admonition for every member of the visible
church. Itinstructs usthat not every one that
saith unto Jesus, Lord, Lord, shall enter 2nlo /
the kingdom of heaven. Hundreds, and it may ‘
be thousands who now frequent his ordinan-
¢es, who are called by his name, who stand
high in their own estimation, and in the es-
timation of others, are no more than jfoolish
rirgins, and will be disappointed in the end.
Although the circumstance that five were pro-
nounced wise, and five foolish will not author-
ize us to conclude that the professors of reli-
gion consist equally of self-deceivers and the
truly righteous, yetit gives us reason to ap-
prehend that in every society there is a pro-
portion of empty formalists, and should inspire
s with a holy jealousy in the examination of
ouy own character. In every valley of vision,
there are some dry bones ; some who attend
the outward ordinance, but remain destitute
of spiritual life : In every vineyard, there are
some burren figirees ; some which occupy a
space within the sacred enclosures of Zion,
yet present no fragrant blossoms, nor ripening -
fruits to the glory of God: In every field
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there is a proportion of ares g'q‘:]‘d iﬁjul'e it
the genuine wheat, to annft;,}’ lcit of minis~
Notwithstanding all the 1¢ eofyself-decep-
ters in showing the danger ndeavouring
tion, and their vigi!ance in e”w it
to separale the precious f?"("ﬂbl % al’ways
worthy members will probably tion of the
finding admission into the congrega
Lord. 2 v 1 P an(l
They that were foolish look therr Lamps, an
took mo 0il with them ; but the wise took oul in
their vessels with their lamps. Oil in scripture -
is frequently employed as a symbol of those
sanctifying and saving influences which the
tHHoly Ghost communicates to the soul in re-
generation. “ But ye bave an unction from
the Holy One, and ye know all things.” By
the eflusion of oil, persons, and places, and
things were consecrated under the former dijs-
pensation, and thus separated for the service
of Jehovah. By the pouring forth of the sa-
cred oil, Aaron was consecrated to be a high
priest, and initiated into his office. By the
same ceremony David was separated to the
regal, and Samuel to the prophetic office, and
by the influences of the Holy Ghost, of which
this oil was an appointed symbol, all ke elee-
lion of grace are in their proper order conse-
crated as “ kings and priests to God even the
Father ;” they are qualified both for his ser-
vice and his communion. [n allusion to this
ancient observance, the wise virgins are rep-
resented as taking oil in their vessels with their
lamps ; they had received the sanctifying unc-
tion by the residence of the Divine Spirit with-

.___-—
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in them, enlightening, and purifying, and™
directing them ; they were not merely in-
structed externally in the leller of the law,
but “ God, who commanded the light to shine
out of darkness” had shined in their hearts to
give them “the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ ;”
they had not rested satisfied with putting on |
the outward mask of a profession, but were
careful to be inwardly adorned “ with the
garments of salvation,” even that perfect
richteousness which the Saviour imparts,
* They were begotten-again to a living hope,”
and evinced the reality of this inward unc-
tion by walking uniformly and circumspect-
ly in all the commandments and ordinances
of the Lord. But the foolish: took their lamps
and look no oil with them ; they were baptiz-
ed; they were instructed in the oracles of
divine truth ; they bad a “name among the
living in Jerusalem,” but aspired after no.
higher attainments ; they did not “ rejoice su-
premely in Christ Jesus,” nor rest exclusively
upon his sacrifice and righteousness for par-
don, and peace, and eternal glory.

While the Bridegroom tarried, they all slum-
bered, and slept. "Fhis expresses a degree of
apostacy in the church, both mournful and.
universal. The foolish virgins, the mere:
formalists, had become unusually vain.in their.
imaginations. In the wantonness and impiety:
of their hearts, they were asking, “where is.
the sign: of his coming? They did eat, they
drank, they bought, they sold; they planted,”’
with the fond, but delusive expectation, {a-

P
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; ~ uch mo7
niorrow shall be as this dfy’qglfsgfnems an
abundant. Absorbed in 1h€ ¢ found lit-

. orld, they
ursuits of the present W Ol'l s for-
{)le leisure, and felt less inclination to look

. : i ent
ward {othe solemnities of death. an?:.]_lrJldg(%ve’:
events which were rapidly approac l“t gi.ad de-
the wise virgins, the children of light, b

plorably declined from their first love ;. they
had lost-that delight in the duties ofrehg_lo.n,
hat fervour of spirit-

either private or public, t S
ual affection, that tenderness of consc')e:nce,'
those earnest longings after the fellowship of
their Father, and that ardent concern for the
prosperity of his kingdom to which they had
once aitained, and which constitute the glory
and happiness of the christian life. -

That langour and indifference, into which
even the righteous frequently fall, may be
traced to various causes. It arises, sometimes,
from their enlire omission, or their formal dis-
charge of duty. While the neglect of the
ordinances of grace is the evidence of a de-
clining state, it has also a direct tendency to
increase that declension. A body, already
fceble, becomes still more enfeebled if the
means of nourishment and health are with-
held: We are therefore exhorted “as new-
born babes, to desire the sincere milk of the
word, that we may grow thereby,” obviously
intimating, that if the word is neglected, if
the scriptures are not devoutly read, and if
the preaching of the gospel is not diligently
improved, the growth of the spiritual babe is
not to be expected. This lethargy in the di-
vine life often arises from an immoderate at.

____.—d
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. tachment to, and pursuit of the things of the
world. When the christian perfnits his aflec-
tions unduly to centre on the objects ofsense,
on the gain or honours of the present life, the
spirit of holiness is grieved, and ceases-to op-
erate as “the spirit of grace and supplica-
tion > Then the believer’s joy in God is suc-
ceeded by joy in the world; all the graces
of the spiritual life imperceptibly languish,
and even the wise virgins slumber, and sleep.
«Tor the iniquity of his covetousness was [
wroth and smote him: I hid me, and was
wroth, and he went on frowardly in the way
of his heart.” 'This decay ofspiritual health
frequently arises, also, {rom familiar inter-
eourse with the men, and confority to the
maxims of the world. Perhaps there is no
other cause by which the children of the king-
dom in all ages have suffered greater lossto
their souls. By frequently ascsociating with |
worldly men, and mingling in their vain con- |
versation, their hearts become earnal and
earthly : They become alienated in their af-
fections from the living God, and lose their
relish for the ordinances of religion. How
explicit, therefore, is that warning delivered
by our Lord to his disciples!—“ Know ye not

- that the friendship of the world is enmity |
with God? whosoever therefore, will be a !
friend of the world is the enemy of God.”
Again, “ Be not conformed to thig world, but
be ye transforined by the renewing of your
mnind, that ye tmay prove what is that good,
and acceptable, and perfect will of God.”
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bt that

We are admonished by this P"‘ﬁ?ﬁg’their
the real followers of Jesus Oﬂf‘fn ; e
5 ‘1w of grievous aposia

first love,” and are guilty of gt They oc-
cies from their heavenly Father-. N Tec-
e .o earthly in their affec
casionally become go eartbhly Il % e
tions, so carnal in their convexsal'lon»[ & ¢
fender in their walk, so irregular 1n 1611[') aﬂ;

tendance upon the duties of l‘(’“g'on’d. :).
private and public, as scarcely to be dis 1‘n-
guishable from the men of this world. SUTLh
was the condition of Lot in Sodom ; of No-
ab after his miraculous deliverance from the
deluge ; of David “the sweet Psalmist of Is-
rael, and the man- after God’s own heart,”
and of Solomon *“ after the Lord had appear-
ed unto him twice.” The heart of the latter
‘“was turned from the Lord God of Israel,”
and his shameful offences were written in his
future punishment.—*“ The Lord was angry
with Solomon, and the Lord said unto Solo.
mon, for as much as this is done of thee, and
thou hast not kept my covenant, and my sta-
tutes, which I commanded thee, I will surely
rend the kingdom from thee, and will give
it unto thy servant.” A covenant God, in
the overflowings of his mercy, forgives the
iniquity of his people ; but he “taketh ven-
geauce of their inventions.” He wmay per-
mit others to slumber and sleep ; to  fulfil the
desires of the flesh, and of the mind,” without
rebuke and without chastisement, because a
retribution awaits them in the future state ;
but the correcting rod must be expected by
the children of the spiritual family, who * be-
come vain in their imaginations,” and indulg

o i e
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an “evil heart of unbelief in departing from
the living God.” “If they break my stat-
utes,” he declares, “and keep not my com-
mandments ; then will I visit their transgres.
sion with a rod, and their Iniquity with
stripes.”  Some awful visitation is employed
for rousing them from their slumbers, and re-
claiming them to repentance and Ullt’(‘fl(:.n(‘e_
Tor the repeated transgressions of Solomon,
his kingdom was rent in sunder ; and for the
untender, licencious courses of David, the fol-
lowing fearful sentence was denuu_nced to him
by the prophliet in the name of the Lord:
« Now, therefore, the sword shall never de-
part from thine house, because thou hast des-
pised me. For thou didst it secretly, but I
will do this thing before all Israel, and before
the sun.”

But neither the shameful security of the
gvise virgins, nor the wanfonness and impeni-
tence of the foolish, prevented, or even re-
tarded the approach of their Lord ; for A
midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the

Bridegroom cometh, go ye out o meet him. .

Vhatever sloth or unconcern is indulged, ei-
ther by sinpers or saints, “their judgment
lingereth not.” With each rolling year, and
month, and week, and day, thiey are borne
along towards the tribunal of an omniscient,
impartial God. 1t is noticed that the alarm
was given af midnight, at a moment the most
unexpected, when all suspicion slumbered,
and they were secretly saying peace and safe-
iy. With what fearful apprehensions are
even the ‘righleous frequently seized, when

3 " .
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‘e 1s oilere
the summons of their ‘]C_Pa’lmgsdI?N.egular
them! They become forma e enlangle
in the discharge of duty ; they ?'ltl the pleas-
with the cares, or intoxicated Wi l) o
ures of the world, and then deat ]’~ted Fhel.n
pect of which might have transportet_ =t -
Pl v .of wo. There
with joy, is the messenger o Toul
collection of time not redeelr_led, of talents
not duly occupied, of conformity to the prac-
tices of a degenerate age in which they liv-
ed, fills them with perplexity and terror. Bul
if the righteous, owing to their carelesness,
and worldly mindedness, are agitated and
alarmed at the approach of death, what con-
fusion and horror must rend the soul of the
ungodly when the appearance of their Lord
is suddenly and unexpectedly announced!
And it often occurs that when the sinner
sleeps on securely amidst the admonitions of
the word and providence of God, Ais soul is
required at a time, and in a manner of which
he bad the least apprehension. < Behold,”
the insulted and indignant Saviour proclaims,
“behold, I come as a thief. He, that being
often reproved, hardeneth his neck, shall sud-
denly be destroyed.” When the gay are lost
in the whirlpool of pleasure, perhaps in the
midst of the enchanting dance, and the cov-
etous are devising new schemes for the accu-
mulation of wealth, and the ambitious are
projecting other plans of self-aggrandizement,
the message is thundered awful in their ears,
AWAKE, ARISE, and COME {0 JUDGMENT ! ‘fSuq-
den destruction cometh upon them, as travail
upon a woman with child.” Impenitent men
8
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b B are never in greater danger than when the

‘ imagine their condition to be the most safg,
The more profound their slumbers, the more
secure their repose on the lap of ease and
sensual enjoyment, the more liable are the
10 be surprised by the cry, Behkold, the B{‘Zde-
groom cometh ! < While Belshazzar the king”
was revelling with his “ princess, his wiveg,
and his concubines,” the hand-wn'hng was
seen upon the wall of his palace, “Thou art
weighed in the balances, and found wanting,”
While the rich man was resolving to take
kis ease, to eat, and drink, and be merry, the
unwelcome summons reached his ears, 7oy
fool, this might thy soul shall be required of
thee. And while Herod, “arrayed in royal
apparel, sat upon his throne,” an(l. received
the adulation of the deluded multitude, im-
mediately ke angel of the Lord smole him,
because he gave nol God the glory ; and he was
eaten of worms, and gave up the ghost.

But the call, however unexpectedly heard,
must be instantly obeyed. T%en all those vir-
gins arose, and lrimmed their lamps. The
wise virgins were roused from that lethargy
inio which they bad fallen, and aimed at call-
ing forth into lively exercise those graces
which they had shamefully permitted to lan-
guish : They remembered from whence they
had fallen, and cordially repented : They la-
mented before the Lord the loss of their first
love, and their want of zeal in hig service:
They endeavoured, by the renewed exercise
of faith, to fasten on the sacrifice of Jesus
for the remission of their past failures, on his

—" = . :
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: on
. 1 tlt]e and @
righteousness as their exCIUS”;?) ete;nal Jife.
his promises as their Cpartzr David they ar-
In the language of the roy hands we comni-

dently exclaimed, “ Into thine . :
mit (‘)Yur spirits,” to be fully sanctified, apn

5 e ev-
supported, and Condl‘lc"ed lmusahr:;{rt:dt:emed i
erlasting kingdom, ¢ for ,t 0 :
- uth:? “Thou hast borne s
us, O Lord God of truth: the wilder- :
us as on cagle’s wings, t.hm"gh & t with |
ness of this world, be graciously present wi d ‘
us as we pass over the waters of Jordan, an
give us a triumphant entrance into that Ca-
naan of eternal rest, which thou hast prepar-
ed and promised.” -
The exercise of every grace will be requi-
site in the &ime of our departure. Death ig
the last enemy, and i encountering it, the
whole armour of God will be necessary for the
christian soldier. Vhatever indolence may
be indulged in the season of health, and peace,
and prosperity, all the energies of the spiritu-
al life must be roused into exertion when we
enter our conflict with him who is the “ king
of terrors,” and the terror of kings. Ye vir.
gins of light, your lampsinay be neglected
amidst the cares, and allurements, and enjoy-
menis of the world, but when the shadows
of the everlasting evening begin to thicken
and blacken around you, these lamps must
be trimmed, and fresh oil must be derived
from Jesus Jehovah the fountain of all grace.
The foolish virgins also arose, and trimmed
their lamps : They recollected the profession
of the Redeemer’s name which they hag
made before the world, “the long prayers

L i
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which they had offered up in “ the synagogues
and in the corners of the streets, that they
might be seen of men,” the seat which they
had cccupied in the sanctuary, the portion of
their secular substance which they had devo-
ted for the support of the px‘dinances of reli-
gion, and the fiery zeal which thqy had evinc-
ed for the purity of public worslpp. All.these
attainments formal professors will mention in
the hour of judgment as the foundation of
iheir admission to the joys of heaven, or at
least with the prospect of soothing their an-
puish amidst the miseries of hell. ¥ We be
Abraham’s seed ; we were circumcised the
eighth day,” or were early initiated into the
christian chureh by baptism. “Lord, Lord,
have we not prophesied in thy name? We
have eaten, and drunk in thy presence, and
ihou hast taught in our streets.” But #he
hope of the hypocrite shall be cut off, and his
trust shall be as a spider’s web. All these form-
er advantages, however confidently relied on,
or however importunately plead, will be in-
finitely unavailing, as appears from the fol-
lowing verse: And the foolish said wunto the
wise, give us of your oil for our lamps arc
gone out. 'T'he dialogue contained in this,
and the succeeding verses, cannot with pro-
priety be literally understood, neither is it
necessary that it be minutely explained. It
may be considered in general as expressing
the alarm of the foolish virgins, the insuffi-
ciency of that outward profession upon which

they had depended for salvation, and theiv

solicitude to obtain relief from any quarter.
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Give us of yowr oil, for our lamps are gone
out ; “that sandy basis, on which we founded
our hopes of future bappiness, has now fail-
ed us; that attendance to the outward ordi-
nances of religion, which we deemed suffi-
cient, now appears altogether unpl'gﬁlabl? >
this rightecousness of ours, when weighed in
ihe balances of the impartial Justice, and un-
spotted purity of Jehovah, is found wanting ;
give us an interest in your prayers; sympa-
thize with us in this hour of our calamity ;
expostulate in our behalf that our former lan-
guid, lifeless discharge of duty may be for-
given, and that we may be kept from sinking
a prey to the devouring flames. O that “the
mountains and rocks might fall on us, and
bide us from the face of Him that sitteth on
the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb:
For the great day of his wrath is come, and
who shall be able to stand ?”

How often have I witnessed the anguish,
and agony of the gospel despiser, when rous-
ed by the apprehension of death! His bosom
is torn alternately with remorse at the recol-
lection of his former transgressions, and the
anticipation of the future. How often have
1 been called to pray for them, who, in the
days of their health and prosperity, could
never be persuaded to offer up a prayer for
themselves! Who had, perhaps, derided all
religion as a delusion and dream. But the
moment is coming when all will arise and aim
at trimming their lamps. The trump of the
arch-angel will arrest the attention of the
most obdurate: The lightnings of the tri-

g%
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* bunal will pour conviction into the conscien-
ces of the most obstinate inimpiety. ¢ Men
may live fools, but fools they cannot die.

And while they went to buy, the Bndc:groquz
came, and they that were ready went in with
him to the marriage. They thal were ready.
There is an habitual, and an actual prepara-
tion for the appearance of the Son of God.
The former consists in union to bis person,
in remission of sin through the sprinkling of
his blood, inreconciliation through the imputa-
tion of his perfect righteousness, in regenera-
tion and sanctification by the agency of the
Spirit of holiness. None who are thus ready
shall be, or can be finally lost : T'heir names
were nrilten from eternity in the book of life,
and the Father who elected them, and the
Son who redeemed them, and the Holy Ghost
who sanctifies them, all concur and co-ope-
rate in keeping them infallibly to salvation.

There is also an actual preparation, or rea-
diness for the appearing of the Bridegroom.
This consists in the constant, lively exercise
of every gift and grace; in frequent and fa-
miliar communion with Jesus, the Mediator,
in his various offices and infinite fullness;
in deriving from him all that measure of spir-
itual life, and light, and love, and strength,
and joy, which is necessary to aid us in dis-
charging the duties of life, and entering our
conflict with death. T'his readiness also con-
sists in occasional and ardent longings for the
manifestation of the Saviour, in whose pres-
ence alone perfection of holiness and bless-
edness is te be expected. The apostle Paul
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thus desired to depart, and to be with Christ ;
and he exhorted others to look for that bless-
ed hope, and the glorious appearance of the
great God, and our Saviour Jesus Christ.

They who were thus ready, went in with hims
to the marriage. 'The nnmunities of the
heavenly state are expressed by a variety of
language and imagery, partly to bring them
down to the feebleness of our capacities, and

artly to inspire us with earnest desires for
the full fruition. Its bonours are set forth
under the emblems of a throne, a crown, and a
kingdom, and its joys by an exemption from
every thing that can annoy, and the possession
of all that can contribute to our happiness.
Theinhabitants “shall hungerno more, neither
thirst any more, neither shall the Sun light
upon them, nor any heat: For the Lamb
which is in the midst of the throne shall feed
them, and shall lead them unto living foun-
tains of waters; and God shall wipe aivay all
tears from their eyes.” The privileges of the
celestial world are represented in the present
instance by a marriage. Marriages are usu-
ally seasons of great festivity and joy; they
are also occasions of familiar intercourse and
mutual expressions of friendship and affection.
In heaven barmony uninterupted, and friend-
ship the most pure and ardent will reign for
ever. ' They who in this world were compan-
lons in ¢ribulation, in effliction, andsorrow, will
theremeetand mingle in the most intimate fel-
lowship, and exult in the perfection and happi-
ness of each other. They shall see asthey are
seen; they shall know as they are known, and




92 ,
they shallloveoneanother,evenastheyare loy-
ed ofthe Father. But the consummation of the
joys of the inhabitants of heaven will consist
in their near approach to Jesus Jehovah, their
“ heloved and friend,” and their fruition of
the uninterupted smiles of his countenance,
“'They shall see his face, and he that sitteth
on the throne shall dwell among them.”

And the door was shul. 'This expresses the l
complete and eternal security of the redeem-
ed in the heavenly world: they will be es-
tablished in holiness and bliss beyond the pos-
sibility of future failure. As the pleasures, |
to which they will then be admitted, are |
boundless in their nature, they are also end- l
less in their duration. “'Chey sbhall be for |
ver with the Lord,” seeing bim ¢ face to face,”
and participating the full pledges of bis love,
With enraptured heart and elevated style did
the seraphic Isaiah anticipate and describe the
eternity of their enjoymentsin beaven. “The |
ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come
to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon
their heads; they shall obtain joy and glad-
ness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.”
Angels who were once the inhabitants of
heaven, were permitted to aposiatize, and
were consequently excluded from its enjoy-
ments: Adam, although originally placed
in paradise, and there favoured with the friend-

ship of his Creator, afterwards revolted, and
thus forfeited his title to the inheritance, but
the spirits of just men made perfect, once ad-
mitted to the vision and fruition of the Lamb
in heaven, shall go no more out: Nothing shall
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ever occur to separate between themnr and
their God, or forfeit their charter to the in-
heritance of eternal life.

And the door was shut. 'T'his also expresses
the abject hopelessness of the foolisk virgins
who were left without. All who went in
with him to the marriage were secured beyond
the possibility, or even peradventure of fu-
ture exclusion, and they who were left with-
out were excluded beyond the possibility of
future admission. Muany I say unto you will

seek o enler in, and shall not be able. He that

ts unjust, let him be unjust still ; and he whick:
s filthy, let him be filthy still. 1In death the

condition of men individually, and at the

general judgment the condition of mankind
collectively shall be wunalterably fixed.
“ When once the Master of the house is ris-
en up, and hath shut to the door,” they who
are within the walls of the new Jerusalem:
shall go no more out, and they who are with-
out shall have no opportunity of entering.
“TI'hese shall go away into everlasting pun-
ishiment, but the others into life eternal.”
Afterward eame also the other virgins say-
ing, Lord, Lord, opento us. As an express-
ion of their respect and reverence for Jesus
who is now exhibited in the capacity of
Judge, these: foolish virgins address him in
the dignitied character of Lord ; as one who
possesses all power both in heaven. and in
earth ; as cne who holds the “ keys of hell
and of death,” and is therefore legally in-
vested with full authority to adwmit Zo the mar-
riage or to exclude. The Son, as God Cre
ator, is possessed of an authority essential
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uncommunicated, uncontrouled. This ex-
tends to all being rational and irrational ;
animate and inanimate, in every part of the
divine dominions. As Jehovah-Redeemer
he possesses an authority derived, delegated
to bim in his mediatorial capacity, and this
relates more immediately tohis church, and to
this world in the concerns of which the inter-
ests of his church are so intimately involved.
This delegated authority the Redeemer exer-
cises in submission to, and in confor[nxt.y with
the sovereign, eternal purposes of his Father.
Thus we hear himm appealing to his God
shortly before his translation from our world,
“as thou hast given him power over all flesh
that he should give eternal life to as many as
thou hast given him.”  Again, the Saviour
mentions to his discipleg, “to sit on my right
hand, and on my left, is not mine to give, but
to those for whom it is prepared of my IFa-
ther.”

To express their earnestness these virging
repeat the expostulation, Lord, Lord, open
o us; “0, leave us not to perish without
hope; thou hast admitted others, our ac-
quaintances on earth, our near relatives who
worshipped in the same temple, who enjoyed
the instructions of the same servant address-
ing us in thy name, who were brought up in
the same family, and often encircled the
same domestic altar where the sacrifice of
prayer was offered up from day to day:
These are admitted to fulness of joy at thy
right hand, and must we be doomed to the
vengeance of eternal fire? They are now
basking, and shall for ever bask in the light
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of thy countenance, and must we be consign-
ed to the blackness of darkness with weep-
ing and wailing? Open the door to us also,
and recognize us as the redeemed of thy
blood, as the children of thine adopting love,
as the tropbies of thy sovereign, boundless
grace, and heirs of that great salvation which
cost thee the travail of thy soul, and a death
amidst the reproaches and agonies of the
cross.”

No pen can describe, nor imagination paint
the circumstances which will combine to ag-
gravate the mortification and misery of the
gospel-despiser in the liour when his soul
shall be required. He will recollect alter-
nately thie privileges which he once enjoyed,
the faithful sermons which he had heard, the
importunity of his spiritual teacher who had
often “prayed him in Christ’s stead to be re-
conciled unto God.” He will recollect the
many occasions in which the ambassador of
Jesus had led him forward in imagination “to
the judgment to come;” when be had repre-
sented to him the throne erected, the Judge
descending, the dead arising, the millions of
the ransomed collected on the right hand with
Joy bounding in every heart, and beaming in
every eye; and the damned multitude pla-
ced on his left hand, pale, perplexed, self-con-
demned, God-condemned ; be will recollect
that these awful realities had been frequently
brought to his view on earth, but that he had
made light of them ; that he had gone to his
‘pleasures or business, and that for the grati-
ifications of an evening he had bartered the
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joys of an eternity, or in the pursuif of a Iit-
tle perishable gain he had neglected unseasrch-
able riches, and an inherilance incorruplible ;
or in grasping after the bubble of the hon-
ours of this world he had lost sight of those
substantial, eternal glories which are reserved
in beaven for the heirs of hope. Now these
infatuated, pitiable dreamers are convinced
of their folly ; they realize in the light of the
judgment day, that truth, which they had of:
ten heard, but could never be persuaded du-
ly to realize in time, that the wages of sin is
death ; that all who are far from Jesus must |
perish, and that it is a fearful thing to fall in-
t0 the hands of the living God ; and they there-
fore expostulated, Lord, Lord, open to us.
But it is too late. They now turn their eyes
upon their disease, but the remedy is gone
forever, and the Physician has ceased 1o be
racious. They feel the torturing of their
chains, but the liberty of the gospel is no long- I“
er proclaimed fo the captive. They behold
the siorm collected, and bursting forth for
their destruction, but there is no covert to
which they may repair for shelter; they see
the face of the unce crucified, compassionate
Saviour upon the throne; but there is no
language of love in his lips, no sceptre of
peace in his hand, and all negociation be-
tween an offended God and unreconciled
man is suspended forever. Therefore, not-
withstanding all their importunity in suppli-
cating, Lord, Lord, open to us, he answered and
said, verily I say unto you, I Inow you not ;-
“1 cannot acknowledge you as my followers

PR —
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and friends ; ye did not worship me in spirit

and in truth, as I required ; ye did not give

me that throne in your esteem and affections

to which I was entitled as your Creator, and

Saviour,and Lord: Y ou permitted the world

and its cares to engross your altention to the

neglect of mine ordinances, and the advance-

ment of my glory in your generation; there-

fore, when I am now come for the purpose of
rendering to every man accordingto his works,

and to be glorified in my saints, I cannot open

the door, and give you an entrance into that
kingdom which is prepared for them who fol-
lowed me on earth, and longed for my appear-

ing the second time for salvatioen. I frequent-

ly forewarned you by my servants, that what-
soever a man sowed, that he should also reap;
that he, who sowed to the flesh, should of the
flesh reap corruption ; they also admonished
you in my name, that if any man love not the
Lord Jesus Christ, he should be Anathema,
Maranatha; and now the glory of my jus-
tice, and holiness, and truth, demand the full
and impartial execution of the sentence, and

that you should be excluded from that heav-
enly city which is consecrated as the pecul-
iar residence of my servants and friends:

Depart, therefore, from me, ye cursed, into

everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and’
his angels.”

This parable, like many of the others, is
concluded with a pointed and affectionate ad-
monition to all, walck therefore, for ye know
neither the day, nor the hour wherein the Son of
man cometh. “ The end will come,” the lov-

9
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ing, long-suflfering Saviour may be consider-
ed as saying, ‘it is appointed unto all men
once to die, and after that the judgment ; but
the time nhen, or the place where, or the cir-
cumstances in whick the summons of death
will be offered depends wholly on the Sove-
reign, absolute pleasure of my Father, and is
locked up among the impenetrable secrets of
his throne : therefore it is your duty, and in-
terest to nailch, and be always ready for the
event : improve all the means of grace, and
every hour of the day of salvation as if they
were the last to be expected ; occupy each
talent with which the great God has intrusted
you, not only with impressions of your re-
sponsibility to him, but under this impression
that you know not even the day when the ac-
count of your stewardship wili be required:
Behold, in the exultation and bliss of the wise
virgins, the unspeakable importance of being
ever prepared for the bhour of reckoning;
they went into the marriage, they were admit-
led to the fruition of those eternal pleasures
which are at my right band. Behold also, in
the disappointment and consequent confusion
of tLe others, the folly, yea, the madness of
indulging a spirit of slumber and postponing
the great work of salvation. They awoke to
a consideration of their danger, but not until
I had risen up, and shut to the door: there
i3 an accepted time, but if this is wasted in
carnal ease and sloth, all future applications
for mercy will be unsuccessful, and there will
remain nothing but a fearful looking for of
Judgment, and of fiery indignation which will
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consume the adversary : there is a day ap-
pointed for the sinner to make his calling and
election sure, but if the hours of this day are
prostituted in idleness and unconcern amidst
the warnings of my word, and Spirit, and pro-
vidence, there will be no future dispensation
of pardon. The work assigoed to me, of re-
eonciling revolting man to his offended
Prince, will soon be consummated, and all
who are found enemies then, must remain en-
emies still, and be crushed as incorrigible re-
bels against the throne of my Father, and
they must be crushed with this aggravation -
in their guilt that they had slighted, and trod-
den under foot that very blood which had
flowed for their redemption.

Compassionate Saviour, crown with the efs
ficacy of thy grace irom heaven, this feeble
illustration of that parable which was pro-
nounced by thine own lips upon earth. May
all who shall read these pages in this, or any
following age, be enabled to malck, so to re-
deem their time, that whether the cry, bekold
the Bridegroom cometh, is made at midnigh
or midday ; more suddenly by some unex-
pected stroke of thy hand, or gradually by
any consuming disease, they may be ready
to receive it with joy, and find an entrance
to the marriage supper of the Lamb, and to
the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Ghost, the Infinite Author of our salvation,
the writer and readers will unite in ascribing
glory, and thanksgiving, dominion and praise,
world without end. Amen.
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LECTURE IV.

—D P —

THE PARABLE OF THE TALENTS.
MATTHEW XXV. 14.—30.

Forthe kingdom of keaven is as a man travelling into a _far
country, who called his own servants, and delivered untp
them his goods.

And unto one he gave jfive talents, to another two, and to
another one ; to every man according to his several abil-
ity ; and straightway took his journey.

Then he that had received the five talents went and iraded
with the same, and made them other five talents.

4nd likewise he that had received two, he also gained other
fwo.
But he that had received one, went and digged in the earth,

T oend WA Lo lardle mone. =

THILW IEVW 10V vve e — T e vprle,

After a long time the lord of tRose servants cometry wims - v
oneth with them.

And so he that had received five talents came and brought
other five talents, saying, lord, thou deliveredst unto me
Sive talents : behold, f have gained beside them five tal
enls more.

His lord said unto him, Well done, thov good and faitlful
servant : thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will
make thee ruler over smany things: enter thow into the
joy of thy lord.

He also that had received two talents came and said, Lord,
thou deliveredst unto me two talents : behold, I have gain-
¢d two other talents beside them.

His lord said unto lim, Well done, good and faithful ser-
vant: thow hast been faithful over a few things, I will
make thee ruler over many things : enter thou into the joy
of thy lord.

Then he which had received the one talent came and said,
Lord, I knew thee that thow art a hard man, reaping
where thou hast not sown, and gathering wheve thou hast
not strawed :
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And I was afraid, and wont and hid thy talent 11
lo, there thow hast that is thine. e wicked and

His lord answered and said unto him, 7 sowed
slothful servant, thow knowest that I reap where

ed Wi have not strawed : :
not, and gathered where 1 i 2

Thow oughtest therefore to have put my g
: e veceived
clzange?'s, and then at my coming I should have yeceww

mine own with usury. - ;
: : : o him
Talee therefore the talent from him, and give @ unt

which hath ten talents. 3
Tor unto every one that hath, shall be given, and he shall

have abundance: but from him that hath not shall be ta-

ken away even that which he hath.
And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness:.

there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

I'T was frequently and very justly re-
marked by those who attended the personal
minisiry of Messiah, that man ncver spake
like this man. Wherever it was known that
his person wasaccessible, whether he ascend-
ed the mount, or sat in the ship, or entered
the synagogue, or appeared more publicly
in the temple, the adiniring multitude throng-
ed around hiin, banging in silent astonish-
ment on the lips of this celestial Speaker.
His discourses incomparably excel all other
discourses, whether we regard the impor-
tance of the matler contained in them, or
the interesting'manner in which they were
delivered. In order the more successfully
to teach the ignorant, and awaken the atten-
tion of the secure, he employed almost ev-
ery object in the natural world, and every
occupation in human life as a medium for
the conveyance of moral and religious in-
struction. To inform us that the church in
her present state is a promiscuous society..

F’—M—.—é
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. and that false professors may be fi'equently
expecled to associate with the sincere fol-
lowers of the Lamb, he compares the king-
dom of heaven, in the preceding verses, fo
ten virgins, five of whom were foolish : To
impress upon the mind of every disciple the
necessily of unremitting vigilance, of main-
taining a constant readiness for the solem- -
nities of the final judgement, he notices that r
at midnight, a season altogether unexpected,
the cry was made, behold, the Bridegroom com-
eth ; and that then the destiny of all, wheth- |
er just or unjust, will be determined for (
eternity; they thatwere ready went in wilth him
to the marriage, and the door was shul. |

Otherinstructions, equally interesting, are |
communicated in the parable which we have |
read as the subject of our present consider-
ation. It is designed to instruct us that ail
our endowments, whether natural or aequir-
ed, are derived from Jehovah ; and that ev- {
ery gift, whether of his providence or grace, -
ought to be occupied with reference to an
impartial retributionin the end : It also ad-
monishes us, that while an ample and ever-
lasting reward is reserved for the faithful
steward, shame will be the promotion of those
who either neglect, or prostitute their trust. \

For the kingdom of heaven s as a man travel- )
ling inlo a far country, who called his own ser-
vants, and delivered unlo them his goods. "Fhis
parable, like the one which precedes it, may
be considered as pointing immediately to
the nation of the Jews ; they were peculiar-
1y the scrvants of God by externgl profes:
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sion ; they were separated {rofm ﬂ:ﬁtirn" his
the world, and set apart fo‘.' Iﬁfod andﬂ de-
praise in the midst of a bemgd‘e o talenls
generate age. Various g0oo%, OF &
were committed 1o them, be(‘.allhe e
pertained the adoption, and the glow,aml the
covenants, and the giving O_f ”"f gqn lthough
service of God, and the promises. But, a s S
1his parable may have a primary relerence
to the nation of Israel, it requires an appli-
cation much more extensive, and conveys
instruction infinitely and eternally interest-
ing to you, to me, to all, and with this gener-
al reference, I shall ain at explaining and
applying it.

The man travelling inlo a far country, is the
Lord Jesus Christ, who after he < was deliv-
ered for our offences, and rose again for our
Justification, ascended up far above all heay-
ens, angels, and authorities, and powers be-
ing made subject unto him.” ¢« Whom,”
says an apostle, “the beaven must receive
until the time of restitution of all things.”
The servants whom he called around him,
previous to his departure, are the world of
mankind, who were all originally created by
bim, and are ultimately answerable to him
as their Lord; but the members of his church
upon earth are more emphatically his ser-
vants ; they are brought into a most inti-
mate relation with him ; they are distinguish-
¢d with innumerable privileges, and from
them a more prompt, cheerful service, a
greater revenue of honour is reasonably
expected. The goods delivered unto them

et o e
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are afl the advantages which we enjoy aris-
ing from birth, fortune, education, elevation
_in society, with every opportunity which
is afforded us for promoting our own salva-
tion, or advancing the temporal interests
and eternal salvation of others. They are
properly called goods, hecause they ﬂow.as-
streams from Him who is supremely and in-
finitely coop ; who- is the exclusive, unex-
hausted source of all excellence, and felici-
ty; they are the effusions of his bounty,
and expressions of bis good will ; they ought
to be received with emotions of gratitude,.
should be improved for his glory, and when
properly occupied, will issue in the present
and imwmortal goed of the receiver. Are
we favoured with health, with the exercise
of the rational faculty, and with opportu-
nities for cultivating this faculty by the aids
of education, with a competency of those
enjoyments which are necessary for our tem-
poral comfort, or by the additional advan-
tages of wealth, or office, or greater intel-
lectual endowments, do we possess a more
commanding influence over others; in the
enjoyment of either, or all these gifts, we
ought to realize that bolh riches and honour
come from God, and that in his hand s power
and might, that it 1s his prerogative to make
great and to give sirength unto all. 1t is not
unworthy of notice that these benefits- are
particularly called Ais.goods. Is Almighty
God the sovereign, munificent Author?....he
is also the absolute, unquestionable Propri-
etor. He communpicated to man merely the
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present use; the temporary occupancy of
the blessing, witliout relinquishing the title.
This remains uvalienated in himself, and he
both possesses and claims the right of recall-
ing it at his pleasure. This truth, habitual- .
ly impressed upon the mind, would tend to i |
regulate our conduct, both in prosperity and ‘
adversity : It would prevent the ebullitions
of pride, arrogance, insolence, and extrava-
gance amidst the smiles of divine provi-
dence, and of peevishness, impatience, dis-
content, and dejection under its frowns.
Amidst the various vicissitudes of our lot,
we would be ready to say, in the submissive
language of the patriarch, The Lord gave,
and the Lord hath taken away ; blessed be the
name of the Lord.
Tha novt vorce nresents to our view, the

AT 13vasr vwvawe

diversified proportion in which these gifis
were distributed among the servants. Unio ,
one he gave five talents, 1o another two, and to
another one. The talent was a piece of money
commmonly used among the Jews, and so far
as we can ascertain, amounted nearly to a i
thousand pounds of our currency. These
gifts of a bounteous God are probably com- |
pared to lalents, because of their real value in i
themselves, and the high estimation in which
they are regaided by him. They may be
considered as really precious, because when
occupied with fidelity and zeal, they produce
a liberal revenue of glory to the giver, and of
honour and of bhappiness to the receiver.

To one servant he gave five talents, and te
another two. 'This seemingly unequal distri-

n i,
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bution was made, not to insinuate that some
of these stewards were more deserving than
others, but rather to inspire us with exalted,
adoring thoughts of the ind_ependance. and
sovereigaty of God the origu!al.propl-xetor.
« He doeth according to his will in the army
of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the
earth.” His absolute, uncontrolable pleasure
is exclusively the rule of his administration
through all parts of his dominion. ** Who.
hath known the mind of the Lord, or who
hath been his counsellor? For of him, and
through him, and to him are all things: o
whom be glory for ever.”” All benefits,
whether common or special, belong originally
1o himself, and these he dispenses when, and
in what measure, and to whomsoever he pleas-
es. One man he elevates to honour and in-
fluence : on anotlier he bestows in rich profu-
sion the bounties of his providence : anothey
he distinguishes with greater intellectual
strength, with a more persuasive or command-
ing utterance, and places in a situation where
these endowments may be improved. and ex-
panded by all the additional advantages of
buman learning. As “none can stay his
hand,” so in confeplating the diversity of
intellect, or opulence, or office, or rank which
appears among men we ought not presumptu-
ously to inquire, “ what doest thou ?” This
variety is.vissible throughout all the works
of Jehovah. Ivery flower in the field is not
equally fragrant ; every oak in the forest is
not equally strong; every cedar is not
equally majestic and towering; all the lo-

i .
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meinaries of heaven do not shine with an
equal degree of splendor: “ there is one glo-
ry of the sun, and another glory of the moon,
and another glory of the stars; for one star
differeth from another star in glory. In- -
animate matter is destined for different pur-
poses, and therefore endowed with different
qualities and forms, and even among angels,
the native inhabitants of heaven, a variety of
rank is established. In contemplating this
higher order of intelligencies, we see “the an-
gel and the arch-angel ; thrones, and authori-
ties, and dominions, and priacipalities, and
powers;”’ some occupying a humbler and
others a loftier station in fulfilling the will of
the InriniTe Supremi.  If the great God
evinces his sovereignty in creating distinctions
in all other parts of his workmanship, why
may he not exercise thie saine prerogative in
the distribution of his geoids arnong men !

To every man according lo his several abili-
£y, in a proportion answerable to that station
which he was appointed to fill, or that service
which he was destined to perform in the
church or the world. As the Lord God is
adorably sovereign, he is also infinitely wise
in every part of his administration, While
therefore he never communicates a talent,
where there is not room to exercise it, so on
the other hand he never calls an individual to
assume an office, civil or ecclesiastical, with-
out imparting suitable qualifications. - Moses
was amply endowed with every gift which
was requisite for discharging the duties of
that arduous and responsible station to which

3 ,,—AA
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he was called as leader of the nation of Is-
rael ; the same spirit which was communicated
to biwn, rested on the sevenly clders who were
added to assist him in that service. The
gilts of wisdom and utterance were imparted

in an extraordinary measure to the apostles
of our Lord, answerable to that extraordina-

ry office which they were appointed to fill,
and those extraordinary duties which they
were designed to perform as founders of the
christian church. 70 every man in every age
is given grace according 1o the Measure of the
gift of Christ, and in a proportion suited to
that sphere in which it is the divine pleasure
that he should move. Astherefore it argues
a reproachful distrust of the promise of God
to decline venturing forward to any service
when his providence is apparently pointing
out the path, it betrays a presumptuousness
the most daring and inexcusable to arrogate
an office for which we were never designed,
and for which we are not, in some degree,
competently qualified.

The sixteentih and seventeenth verses bear
an honourable testimony to the fidelity with
which two of these servants improved their
gifts, and discharged the various duties as-
signed to them. Then he that had received
the five talents, went and traded wilh the same,
and made them other five talents. And likenise
ke that had received tno, he also gained otiier
¢wo. Man was originally designed by the
Author of his existence for active employ-
ment; and in whatever sphere we move, or
whatever endowments we possess, our time

|
|
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should be redeemed in performing the differ-
ent duties of that sphere, and in improving
the talents committed to our trust. This
diligence in our respective stations tends to
the honour of our Creator, because it is an
act of obedience to his command, and it ig
answering his design in our creation. We
are required therefore, “not to be weary in
well-doing ; not to be slothful in business,
but fervent in spirit; to be always abound-
ing in the work of the Lord:” He that teach-
eth, is commanded to be diligent “in teach-
ing, and he that exhorteth in exhortation ;”
and they * who are rich in this world are en-
joined to do good, to be rich in good works,
ready to distribute, willing to communicate ;
laying up in store for themselves a good foun-
dation against the time to come, that they
may lay hold on eternal life.”

And made them other five talents. 'The
Lord God in his infinite condescension, and
for the purpose of exciting us to cheerful and
unwearied diligence in his service has inti-
mately connected eur duty and interest.
“ There is that scattereth, and yet encreaseth :

he liberal soul shall be made fat, and he
that watereth shall be watered also himself.”
Every service which we perforii, either to
God or our generation,. under the influence
of proper motives, receives an abundant re-
ward even in the present world. In teaching
others we actually instruct ourselves : In pro-
moting their salvation, we are at the same
time promoting our own salvation, and in ad-
vancing the glory of our Creator and RW

: 10
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3 deemer, we are advancing our own highest
: glory both on earth and in heaven. Every
talent therefore of wealth, or wisdom, or in-
fluence over others properly improved, may
be compared to money which is kept in
constant circulation; while it tends to the
accommodation of him who receives, it is a
rich source of profit to him who lends it.
The Author of our existence thus regards
man as a rational being, and presents ration-
al considerations toour view ; he even lures
us {o activity and perseverance in discharg-
ing the duties of our calling by establishing
an meepalable connexion between our ob-
ligation to him and the advancement of our
own honour and interest. Thus he displays
the boundless benignity of his nature by
promising a reward where he might abso-
lutely require a service, and he renders obe-
dience easy by uniting with it our own ad-
vantage both in this world and in the next.
<«« He which =oweth bountifully, shall reap
also bountifully.” < 'T'hem that bonour me,”
saith God, « ] will honour, and they that
despise me shall be lightly esteemed. They
ibat be wise shall shine as the brightness of
the firmament, and they that turn many to
righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.
They that are rich in this world,” while by
the devotion of their wealth to purposes of |
piely and charity they minister to the tempo-
ral wants, and promote the spiritual interests
of others, are « laying up for themselves a
good foundation against the time to come.”

_.
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The following verse presents a more for-
bidding chavacter, and a picture both humili-
ating and melancholy. Bul he that had re-
cetved one lalent, went and digged in the earth,
and hid his Lord’s moncy. By his digging in
the carth, and hiding his Lord’s money, we
may understand eitlicr a concealment of the
gills bestowed upon him; an utter neglect to
employ them from motives of ease or indo-
lence, or false inodesty, or an mnproper use
of his talents ; the prostitution of them to
purposes of pride and dissipation. The ser-
vant who does nothing for promoting the in-
terests of his master may be considered as
really an idler, as he who does nothing at all,
and inthe end will be regarded with the same
displeasure and scorn. If we expect to se-
cure the approbation of our judge, and the
reward of faithful stewards, we must not on-
ly be industrious in redeeming our time and
talents, but they must be redeemed in a
manner calculated to subserve the honour
of our Lord, and the advantage of his church
and of our generation.

But whether the hours of our day be wast-
ed in idleness, or actively occupied in obey-
ing the commandments, and advancing the
interests of our Master, the evening of life
will ere long approach, and a reckoning be
required. After a long time the lord of those
servants comelh, and reckoneth with them. It
is called a long time. 'T'he period before the
account of his stewardship was demanded,
might, perhaps, appear long to the unprofit-
able servant.  When judgment is not speedj
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ly executed, the heart of the sinner frequent-
l) becomes emboldened in impiety. By the
postponement of the season of his retribu-
tion, he is tempted to doubt whether there
will be any retribution, and from this delay
he derives fresh confidence in his courses of
iniquity. In the hardihood of his spirit, he
sometimes \mntnm) asks, “ wherve is the sign.
of his commv’ Notwithstanding the frequent
admonitions of the word, and the inpertinent
warnings of the ministers of religion, all thingg
continue as they were: I will therefore eat,
and drink, and be merry : I will rejoice in
the days of my youth: [ will yield to the so-
licitations of my companions in pleasure: I
will gratify each rising mclmatmn, and dis-
miss tothe winds every anxious thought about
futurity : To-morrow will be as this day and
wuch more abundant.”

The time of the coming of their Lord
probably appeared long to those servants who
were faithful. The children of the spiritual
family often become weary of this world ;
partly owing to the deceitfulness of their Izcarts
the 1mpe1fect10ns which unavoidably attend
their best services, the apparent uselessness
of their llVGS‘, the afHictions which they fre-
quently feel in their bodies, the toil and vex-
ation which they experience in all thie labour
of their hands they often become weary with
the length of their day: Like a servant op-
pressed with the heat, or exhausted with fa-
tigue, they imagine that their sun lingers long
above the horizon, and will never go down.
David, seemlncrly disheartened by ‘the vani-
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ties, and bereavements, and troubles of life;
exclaims in despondency of spirit “ I mourn
in my complaint,and make a noise.. My heart
is sore pained within me, and sorrow hath
overwhelined me. O, that I had wings like
a dove; for then would I fly away, and be
at rest.” And the patriarch Job, amidst the
complicated disappointments and evils of the
world, indulges himself in the same melan-
choly strains: “ As a servant earnestly desi-
reth the shadow, and as an hireling looketh
for the reward of his woirk: So am [ made
to possess months of vanity, and wearisome
nights are appointed to me. Vhen I lie down,
[ say, when shall I arise and the night be
gone? and I am full of tossings to and fro
unto the dawning of the day. My soul
chooseth death rather than life. I loathe
it; I would: not live alway: Let me alone,
for my days are vanity.” But while this
eonclusion that kis Lord delayeth his coming
arises from a principle of daring impiety and
bardibood in the heart of the sinner, 1t also
proceeds from shameful distrust and impa-
tience on the part of the christian. The
Saviour will come to the children of his
adopting mercy, and call them home to the
enjoyment of their reward immediately when
their work is accomplished. "They will be
detained no longer in this dreary wilderness,
exposed to scorching suns, and chilling blasts,
and multiplied privations, than the Great Dis-
poser has some important purpose to be an-
swered in them or by them ; either some ac--
tive cervice for them to perform, or some af-
10%*
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fliction to be endured by which their graces
may be more fully proved and perfected.

“Rest therefore in the Lord, ye heirs of
salvation, and wait patiently for him.” «If
need be yeare in beaviness through manifold
temptations; that the trial of your faith, be-
ing much more precious than of gold that
perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might
be found unto praise, and honour, and glory,
at the appearing of Jesus Christ.” Many,
it may be, are your afflictions now, and in
the estimation of feeble sense, they may ap-

ear 1o be continued unnecessarily long, but
recollect that your “days on earth are deter-
mined, and every ingredient in your cup of
sorrow is mingled by unerring wisdom, and
infinitely tender mercy, and all the dispensa--
tions of your heavenly Father in relation to
you will ultimately issue in honour to him,,
and in eternal rejoicing to you. Many parts.
of the divine conduct appeared dark and:
mysterious to the literal Israelites during
their passage through the wilderness. They
wandered forty years in performing a jour-
ney which they might have completed in a
few months: They suffered successively
through hunger, and thirst, and fatigue, and
persecution from enemies. In the rebellion:
of their hearts against Moses and against
God, they were often tempted to say, “it ~
bad been better for us to serve the Egyptians, '
than that we should die in the wilderness.”” |
Yet, notwithstanding all their former mur- |
murings, how did their bosoms expand with ‘
gratitude to their Great Deliverer upon reach- |
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ing the Canaan which was promised them ¢
With what promptitude and cheerfulness did
they assent to the appeal of Joshua, the in-
strument of their redemption! “Ye know
in all your hearts, and in all your souls, that
not one thing hath failed of all the good
things which the Lord your God spoke con-
cerning you ; all are come to pass unto you,
and not one thing bath failed thereof.” And
such will be the grateful acknowledgments
of every spiritual Israelite upon finishing his
earthly pilgrimage, and taking possession of
the Canaan of everlasting rvest. All that is
now seemingly crooked in hislot will then ap-
pear straight : All that is mysterious will be
unfolded to his full satisfaction : That heart
which often sinks in despondency, or rises up
in disputing and repining now, will then be
filled with adoring thoughts of that wisdom,
and long-suffering, and condescension which
appeared in all the dealings of a covenant
God, and that harp which at present is often
hanging mute upon the willow, will for ever be
tuned to the song of Moses and of the Lamb.

After a long tune the lord of those servants
cometh, and reckoneth with them. Although
our existence in this world is only the com-
mencement of our being, and our continuance
on earth isaltogether uncertain, vet when we
realize a “ judgment to eome,” and an endless
eternity of rewards and punishments, how
interesting does our present existence ap-
pear! Every year, every month, every week,
every day, yea, each hour must be regarded
as unspeakably important, and we feel con-
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sirained by motives both of duty and inter-
est 1o occupy every talent with which we are
intrusted. And that a judgment does await
us, is a fact not more solemn than certain,
* For we must all appear before the judg-
ment seat of Christ; that every one may re-
ceive the things done in his body. Who will
render to every man according to his deeds:
‘To them wlho, by patient continuance in well-
duing, seek for glory, and honour, and im-
mortality, eternal life: But unto them that
are contentious and do not obey the truth, |
but obey unrighteousness, indignation and
wrath ; tribulation and anguish upon every f
soul of man that doeth evil.” The lord of
those servants cometh, and reckoneth with them,
VWhether we possess ene, or tno, or five tal-
¢nfs, an impartial account of the manner in
which they are improved must hereafter be
rendered.

The four following verses relate to us the
satisfactory account which the two servants
gave of their talents, the fuil approbation of
their Lord, and the abundant reward which
was conferred for their fidelity. Each of

‘ them is introduced as coming and saying,

l Lord. 'They thus recognise their subordi-

nation. to him, his unquestionable right to e
exercise authority over them, and their re- ke
sponsibility to him.  Thou deliveredst unio.me /

JSive talents : Thow deliveredst unto me two tal-
ents. 'The endowments of every kind which
they possessed, they acknowledged, were his
property ; they had been committed to them:
only in trust as stewards, and therefore it wag ke

Mg |
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. reasonable that they should ac-
a-“l(;ff:gellli:f;i:nthg disposition which they
]"]gd made of them. There 18 s")qlglllll)% tru-
ly respectful and filial in t,lle'«_’E\EI(.lS(: 0 gpln—
vine piety. A stranger to the abject servill-
tv of the slave, or the fulsome affectation of
ihe flatterer, the christian approaches his God
with the becoming submission, and the un-
feigned affection of a child. Lord, thou de-
liveredst unio me five talents, behold I have gain- °
ed besides them, five talents more. ¢ E.Very
gift committed to me in trust, [ bave .almed
at occupying for the end for which it was
bestowed : I have endeavoured conscien-
tiously to read thy word from day to day,
to sanctify thy Sabbath, to obey thy com-
mandments, and to walk in thine ordinancee
as means which thy wisdom and sovereignty
preseribed for promoting my conversion and
salvation : any knowledge which I possessed in
the mysteries of thy word or providence, I
aimed at employing, in a manner suitable to
my station, in teaching the ignorant, in com-
forting the disconsolate, in animating those
who were exercised to Godliness, and in im-
pressing upon all the things which concerned
their everlasting welfare. The wealth which
through thy munificence I was enabled to ac-
guire in attending with diligence to the du-
ties of my secular calling, I have not wasted
In the gratification of the flesh, nor througha

~distrust of thy providence, anxiously treasur-
ed up as an inheritance for my children after
me, but in obedience to thy command, I
cheerfully devoted a portion of it to the ad-
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vancement of thy kingdom, and in promoting
the best interests of mankind. I was eyes to
the blind, and feet was [ to the lame; I dealt
out my bread to the hungry, and brought in-
to my house the poor that were cast out;
when I saw the naked, I clothed them ; and
1 satisfied the afllicted soul.”

T'his master, who is much more delighted
in cormmending the faithful servant, tham in
censuring the slothful; who takes more pleas-
ure in the dispensation of rewards than in the
infliction of punishment, replies to him in
terms of prompt and cordial approbation, well
done, thou good and failhful Servant ; thou hast
been faithful over a fer things; I will make
thee ruler over many things ; “1 will now ad- -
vance thee to a larger sphere of exertion, and
usefulness; I will translate thee from this
iower world, where thou art assailed by so
many difficulties, liable to be infected by the
contagion of evil example, or led astray by «
deceitful heart of unbelief ; from all these af-
flictions and embarrassments, I will now trans-
late thee to those regions where all the spir-
its of the just made perfect reside, and to
which my own glorified humanity is exalted.
There all thy graces shall have ample room
for expanding, and shall through eternal ages
be attaining to higher degrees of perfection:

- There thou shalt see without a cloud ; thou (
shalt serve without imperfection ; thoushalten- |
Joy wittiout interruption, and become equal to |
the angels in the ardour of thy love, and in |
the consuinmation of thy holiness and bliss.” |

ivlo the joy of thy Lorid. Thou |

Futer thou 1
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didst follow me in {he regeneration; thou
wast not ashamed of my gospel, but didst
patiently suffer reproach for my name’s sake ;
thou didst not recoil at the cross, but didst
aim at taking it up with submission at the
call of my providence ; astherefore thou hast
been a partaker with me in the labours, and
sorrows, and tribulations, and persecutions of
earth, I now invite thee to a full participation
with myself in the hionours and pleasures of
my heavenly kingdom. Father, I will that
they also whom thou hast given me be with
me where I am; that they may behold my
glory which thou hast given me.” 1Itiswor-
thy of notice that no distinction is made bhe-
tween these servants in the distribution of the
rewards. Although one bad been entrusted
with #o talents, and the other with five, yet
as they bad manifested equal fidelity in ad-
vancing the interests of their Lord, they re-
ceived equal assurances of his good will, and
were promoled to the participation of equal
Immunities in his kingdom.

How common is it in the world for indivi-
duals to decline doing any thing of a public
or liberal nature, because their abilities for
doing are not equal to the abilities of others
around them. Because they have not the
opportunities of doing great things, they will
therefore aitempt to do nothing. But this is
a great mistake ; our master requires accor-
ding to what a man hath. e does not ex-
pect the servant to whom he delivered one tal-
lent to occupy two, nor the man to whom he
delivered two talents to occupy five. The poor
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seidow, whose whole Zliving consisted of #nwo
miles was not expected in Ler contributions to
equal those who gave of their abundance. 1t
is in the power of every individual to do much
for advancing the cause of Jesus, and of theijr
generaticn. If all are not endowed with the
gifts of wisdom and utterance for preaching
thegospel,and exhorting from house to house;
if all are not elevated to statious of eminence
and vested with authority to command or en-
J :
ence, and thus able of their abundance to cast
inlo the treasury for translating the scriptures,
orsending abroad the messengersof thecrossto
make known the Saviour’s name, all may pray
for the peace and prosperity of his church;
all may adorn his gospel in their respective
circles by meekness, by purity, by long-suffer-
ing, and in doing these things they may occu-
py their talent and receive in the end the
_honourable appellation of good and faithful
servanls.

Then he which bad received the one tal-
lent came and said, Lord, I knew thee that
thou art an hard man, reaping where thou hast
notl sown, and gathering where thou hast not
strewed.  The spirit evinced by this servant
is by no means uncommon in the world.
Many imagine that whatever they possess,
whether received by hereditary right, or ac-
quired by their own successful enterprize and
industry is absolutely their own property,
and altogether at their own disposal. When
therefore a share of their secular substance is

required for executing any pious or benevo-

join ; if all ave not possessed of worldly afflu--
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Ient purpose, they reject the demand as hard :
Instead of voluntarily devoting a portion of
their wealth as the interest of a loan which
their Lord had made to them, they rather
startle at the claim as extravagant and un-
just: They frequently reply to him who
asks it in the name of his Master, “our wealth
is our own ; we derived it as an inheritance
from our fathers, or obtained it by means of
our own exertions and good management,
and have aright to enjoy it at our pleasure.”
They. either indulge an avaricious spirit, and
are constantly endeavouring to enlarge their
possessions by ¢ adding house to house,” or
yielding to inordinate appetites, they spend
their wealth in sensual enjoyments, and have
nothing to spare. As riches increase they
feel themselves justified in * faring more
sumptuously,” and thus consume upon their
lusts what belongs to the Lord and should be
consecrated to his glory. He who appealsto
their generosity in behalf of the poor, or for
the means of promoting the kingdom of Je-
sus is instantly and indignantly impeached as
an hard man, reaping where he had not sown,
and gathering where he had not strewed. This
disposition, which is secretly therished and
openly manifested by thousands in every age,
arises from a single mistake. They do not

-realize their absolute and entire dependance

upon Alinighty God. They do not realize

that he gave them existence and preserves

them in life ; that he is the exclusive Lord of

the earth which they occupy ; that he gives

them discretion for the management of their
11
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secular concerns ; that he imparts strength to
them for the pursuit of their respective voca-
tions, and afterwards crowns their enterprise
with success ; that both riches and honour come

of him and that he reigneth over all.
But as piety and disinterestedness are

their own reward ; as the cheerful discharge
of our duty to God and our generation car-
ries along with it a certain and ample com-
pensation, so a contracted, §elﬁsh, impious
temper and conduct are their own punish-
ment. “ Who hath hardened himself against
the Almighty and prospered.” His Lord
answered and said unio him, thou wicked and
slothful servant, thou knowest that I reap where
T sowed not, and gather wheve 1 have not straw-
ed ; thou oughlest therefore to have put my mon-
ey lo the exchangers, and then at my coming I
should have received mine own nith usury. The
slothful servant is here pronounced a wicked
servant, and as such is condemned of his
Lord. The consideration that we conduct
with civility ; that we are honest, inoffensive
meimnbers of society will not justify us in the
estimation of our Judge. The fig-tree which
stood barren in a fertile soil, under the cul-
tivating hand of the husbandman, was con-
sidered as cumbering the ground, and was
doomed to be cut down. < He that is not
with me,” saith the Son of God, « is against |
me, and he that gathereth not with me, scat-
tereth abroad.” It is not enough that « we
cease to do evil,” but we must “learn to do
well.” The omission of any duty required
i5 no less a contempt of the divine authority,

_.
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than the violation of the most explicit com-
mand. Whatever be the number of the tal-
ents committed to us, we must occupy them
with all diligence until the coming of our
Lord. The means of grace with which we
are favoured in divine providence, must be
carefully improved in promoting our own
salvation, and all the advantages which we
enjoy, whether they arise from the posses-
sion of wisdom, or wealth, or station, must
be improved in advancing the temporal and
immortal interests of others. By this fideli-
ty in the discharge of every incumbent duty,
we put our money to the exchangers, and then
our Lord at his approach can receive his own
with usury.
In the succeeding verse we see the punish-
ment inflicted on the slothful servant, and
the additional honours conferred on him who
had been faithful. Zake therefore the talent
rom him, and give it unio him which hath ten
talents. T'his threatening is sometimes execu-
ted in the present world. Influence arising
from rank, or office, or other advantages,
when not employed in promoting the cause
of piety and virtue, is often taken from the
man who possesses it. We frequently see
his reputation blighted, his standing in socie-
ty forfeited, and the individual himself at
last sinking into abject contempt: And rich-
es, wasted in the wanton gratification of the
flesh, or eagerly heaped up for futurity and
refused for the execution of measures in
which the honour of God and the welfare of
man are involved, are frequently and sud.
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denly wrested from the possessor. “I have
seen the wicked in great power, and spread-
ing himself like a green- bay tree. Yet he
passed away and lo ! he wasnot; yea, I sought
him but he could not be found.” Also when
an individual or a church neglect or under-
value the ordinances of religion, these are
either taken from them or they are taken
from the ordinances. Thus a jealous God
admonishes the church of Epliesus: “Re-
member, therefore, from whence thou art
fallen, and repent, and do the first works;
or else 1 will come unto thee quickly and
remove thy candlestick out of his place ex-
cept thou repent.” ,
But this threatening will be executed in its
{ull and awful import in the eternal world.
‘Then the sinner will be utterly and everlast-
ingly deprived of all his personal comforts,
and of every opportunity for promoting his
own welfare or the interests of others. The
bible which he had neglected; the sabbath
which he had wasted in idleness, or profaned
by worldly employments, and the ministry
of reconciliation which he had slighted shall
be enjoyed by him no more forever, and the
wealth which he had treasured up for a fu-
ture day must be resigned to the possession
of others. “For yet a little while and the
wicked shall not be; yea, thou shalt diligent-
ly consider his place and it shall not be.”
And give it unto him that hatk ten talents :
For unto every one that hath shall be given,
and he shall have abundance ; bui from him
that hath not shall be taken away even that
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whichk ke kath. 'The smiles of a benignant
providence frequently rest on those who are
conscientious in discharging their duty in the
various relations of life. Riches inerease as
they are expended in the service and for the
bonour of God, and he who exerts in the
cause of virtue and religion a liftle influence,
which he possesses, is frequently elevated to
some situation in which his influence becomes
more extensive. Or if a wise and sovereign
God does not reward the faithful steward with
temporatl honours or affluence, he communi-
cates other blessings which are more condu-
cive to his real advantage. But this reward
shall be fully conferred on the sincere, disin-
terested followers of Jesus at the judgment,
and in the joys of the eternal world. Eve-
ry sacrifice of ease or interest which they
now make in obedience to his command, or
from motives of zeal for his glory, shall be
infinitely overbalanced by those honours and

Jeasures to which they will be advanced in
the kingdom of their Father. “Every one
that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or
sisters, or mother, or wife, or children, or
lands, for my name’s sake, shall receive an
hundred-fold, and shall inherit everlasting
life.”

And cast ye the unprofilable servant info out-
er darkness ; there shall be weeping and gnash-
ing of teeth. 'The sentence passed against
the unfaithful steward is committed to others,
probably to holy angels, for execution. These
exalted intelligencies who are employed as
ministering spirits to t;xe heirs of salvation,

11% '
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who protect them in danger, who comfort
them in their distresses, who supply them in
the season of want, and at death carry their
souls to Abraham’s bosom, are also employed
as executioners of divine vengeance on the
vessels of wrath when filled for destruction.
Cast ye the unprofitable servant : He has lived
uselessly on eartb ; he has exhausted his days
in vanity, and his substance he has wasted in
« fulfilling the desires of the flesh,” or treas-
ured up for heirs who are to succeed him, and
has done nothing forthat God who created him,
for Jesus who redeemed him, or for his gen-
eration to which he stood intimately connect-
ed as a member of the human family, and
therefore as his life has been a scene of vani-
ly, let his end be vexation. He has been lv-
ing without God, and now let him die without
kope. Cast ye him inlo ouler darkness ; there
shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Light
in scripture is frequently employed as the
emblem of peace, of prosperity, and joy, and
darkness ig therefore designed to express dis-
appointment, degradation, and misery. The
ungodly will hereafter be bereaved of all
their present enjoyments, and doomed to the
endurance of torments both exquisite in their
nature, and endless in their duration. “The
wicked shall be turned into hell : Indignation
and wrath, tribulation and anguish” will be
inflicted and that for ever, “upon every soul
of man that doeth evil ; upon the Jew first,
and also upon the Gentile.”

“O my God, gather not my soul with sin-
ners, nor my life with unrighteous men:
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Through thine abundant, overflowing mercy,
enlightening, and sanctifying, and assisting,
let me live the life of the just, and with them,
however few, or insignificant, or contempti-
ble, or sorrowful they appear in this world,
may I be numbered in that day when thy
Jewels are made up; when thy redeemed of
all nations, and kindreds, and people, and
tongues are collected into one general assem-
bly ; and to thee, most Holy Father, with thy
Son, our infinitely condescending Saviour,
and the Spirit of all consolation, the THREE
in ONE, shall the glory be attributed through-
out all ages, world without end. Amen.

O sweet employ! to sing and trace
Th’ amazing heights and depths of grace ;
To spend, from sin and sorrow free,

A blissful, vast eternity.

O, what a grand, exalted song,

When every tribe and every tongue,
Redeem’d by blood, with Christ appear,
And join in one full chorus there.

My soul anticipates the day,

Would stretch her wings and soar away ;
To aid the song, the palm to bear

And bow, the chief of sinners there.
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LECTURE V.

—D $ o

THE PARABLE OF THE BARREN
FIG-TREE.

Luxe XIIIL. 6.—9.

He spake also this parable : A certain man had a fig-tree
planted in his vineyard ; and he came and sought fruit

thereon, and found none.
Then said he unto the dresser of his vineyard, behold, these

three years I come seeking fruit on this fig-tree, and find
none ; cut it down ; why cumbereth it the ground ?
And he answering, said unto kim, Lord, lst it alone this year.

also, till I shall dig about it and dung 1it:
And if it bear jfruit, well ; and if not, then after that thow

shalt cut it down.

THE mode of instruction among the
nations of the -east, and particularly among
the Jews, was chiefly by parables: the speak-
er, in order more deeply to engage the at-
tention of his audience, employed some ob-
ject which was familiar to their senses as the
representation of moral or spiritual truth,
and thus through the medium of their bodi
ly organs he conveyed important instruc
tions to their hearts. Sagesamong the hea-
then, prophets under the Old Testament, and
our Divine Redeemer, while ke tabernacled
in our world, usually conversed in this man-
ner. The sower of the natural seed is em-
ployed to represent the Son of man as a
prophet preaching righteousness in the great
congregalion ; the field to point out the world ;
the good seed to denote the children of the
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kingdom, and the tares the children of the wick-
ed one ; the enemy sowing these tares is de-
signed to represent the devil ; the harvest the
end of the world, and the reapers the holy an-
gels. In some instances the meaning of the
parable was obvious at its first delivery, in
others more obscure and difficult in its appli-
cation to exercise the faith and patience of
the hearers. Among all the parables uttered
by our adorable Lord, few contain instruc-
tion more important and awful, than the one
which we bave read as the subject of our
present meditations.

Commentators in general, and with great
propriety, apply this parable to the Jewish
nation. They were as a fig-tree planted in
the vineyard of Jehovah, being early taken
into a covenant relation with himself, brought
into the sacred enclosure of his church, and
distinguished with many and important priv-
ileges. “ He gave his word unto Jacob, his
statutes and his judgments unto Israel, he
bath not dealt so with any nation.” The
“ three years,” mentioned in the seventh
verse, are usually considered as relating
to the period of our Lord’s ministry among
the Jews ; the time which intervened between
his baptism by John and his sufferings and
death on Calvary. The great husbandman
is represented a3z expecting fruil those three
years, because their advantages were pecu-
liarly great: “ Gob, who at sundry times,
and in divers manners, spake in times past
to the fathers by the prophets,” at that time
addressed them by his own Son. The Lord

e —
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of glory, clothed in human nature, laboured
personally among them ; afforded the most
luminous example of piety to God and good
will to men ; spake the oracles of his Father
with a zeal, and purity, and power, such as
man never spake, and enforced the dpctrmes
of his mouth with many and splendid mira-
cles of his hands. But where was their fruit
amidst opportunities so rare and precious?
When the great husbandman “looked these
three years that this vineyard should bring
forth grapes, it brought forth wild grapes.”
This nation returned enmity for love; the
more they were entreated, the more they op-
posed, and instead of embracing the doctrines
delivered by the compassionate Saviour, they
exclaimed with a rage more than infernal,
crucify him, crucify him, and at last imbrued
their hands in his blood. When we apply
the three years mentioned in the parable to the
personal ministry of our Lord among the
Jews, the sentence afterwards denounced,
cul 1t down, alludes to their rejection as a na-
tion. Wrath came upon them to the very uller-
most for crucifying the Lord of glory, and
obstinately resisting his gospel as afterwards
preached by the apostles. “ And when they op-
posed themselves and blasphemed, he, (Paul,)
shook his raiment, and said unto them, your
blood be upon your own heads: I am clean ;
from henceforth I will go unto the Gentiles.”
At that moment the Jewish nation as a bar- ‘
ren fig tree was virtually cuf down ; the lamp
of ordinances was blown out; the common
operations of the Holy Ghost were restrain-

- e . ;
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ed, and deluded Israel sealed up in ignorance
and impenitence until the fulness of the Gen-
t2les shall come in. T'bis curse was more vis-
ibly executed in the destruction of their city,
about forty years after the ascension of our
Lord. The judgment denounced by the
prophet was then literally fulfilled, “ I will
tell you what I will do to my viseyard; I
will take away the hedge thereof, and it shall
be eaten up; and break down the wall there-
of, and it shall be trodden down.” Nearly
eighteen hundred years, to pursue the meta-
phor used in the parable, they have been as
a tree withered to the root ; “they have been
an astonishment, a proverb, and a by-word
among all nations whither the Lord has driv-
en them.”

Suffer me to remark on this passage that
the Lord God, in righteous indignation, some-
times unchurches a congregation or a nation
at once ; after he has long tried them with a
pure dispensation of his gospel ; after he has
dealt with them by judgments and mercies,
by ordinances and providences without any
visible amendment, he suddenly delivers them
up as incorrigibie ; he concludes of them as
he did of Ephraim, “ he is joined to his idols,
let him alone ;”’ he removes his candlestick, and
no longer tortures them with that light against
which they shut their eyes; he withdraws
that spirit in his convincing and alarming in-
fluences which they had industriously quench-
ed, and gives them up to final impenitence
and unconcern. Such was the judgment of
which he forewarned the church of Ephesus,
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and under the weight of which it has groan-

ed seventeen hundicd years past.  “Remem-
ber, therefore, from whence thou art fallen,
and repent, and do the first works, or else I
will come unto thee quickly, and will remove
thy candlestick out of his place, except thou
repent.” Brethren, does it not become us ag
a congregation to take the alarm? Have we
not reason to apprebend that this awful judg-
ment is awaiting ourselves? In Salem the
tabernacle of the Lord of hosts was early
erected ; the lamp of ordinances was lighted
up at the first settlement of the town, and
has shown ever since with little interruption,
while the neighbouring settlements remained
in a great measure destitute of this heavenly
vision ; but are we walking as the children of
the light? We have heen exalted above oth-
ers in exiernal opportunities—are we pro-
portionably exalted above them by our knowl-
edge in the mysteries of the gospel, by the
blamelessness of our conduct, by the purit

and heavenliness of our conversation? The
Lord 1s my witness, that it occasions great
heaviness and almost continual sorrow in my
heart, to notice the visible and increasing
proofs of spiritual decay. Who hath believed
our report, and to whom is the arm of the Lord
savingly revealed {from Sabbath to Sabbath?
There is little evidence that the gospel

preached is the wisdom of God or the power

of God to the salvation of hearers. Amidst
the eagerness of worldly pursuit, who are
giving diligence 1o make their calling and elec-
tion sure ? Who are striving to take the king-
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dom of heaven by violence, and labouring
for the meatl which endureth to cverlasting life ?
Amidst the frequent and anxious inquiries
“what shall we eat, what shall we drink,
wherewithal shall we be clothed,” who are
heard to inquire, how shall I escape the wrath
that is to come, how shall I fight the good fight
of faith, and lay hold on cternal life? The
gospel, we have reason to fear, is losing its
efficacy on the souls of many. Are not
some becoming more indifferent about attend-
ing the means of salvation? Are not many
individuals living without the fear of God,
and families without the voice of prayer and
praise? Have not some who once named the
name of Jesus, by partaking the common
and special privileges of his house, in a great
measure turned their back upon both? Ye
that make mention of the Lord, of whom I
know there is a precious remnant ; ye whose
hearts are warm with love to his name and
zeal for his honour, keep not silence in this day
of darkness and gloominess ; be awakened to
double earnestness, striving with Israel’s God
for Lis gracious return ; give him no rest uniil

. he arise and grant a lime of refreshing jfrom

his presence. The prospect of natural fam-
ine would be awful: was it foretold by a
messenger of the Lord that the next year our
heavens should become as brass and our earth
as iroa, that the staff of life should be cut off,
that the pastures should be parched in the
fields, that the corn should perish in the val-
lies and the fruit fail in the orchards, what
alarm would instantly spread! What pale-
12
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ness would gather on every countenance, and
agony rend every heart! But is not the pros-
pect of a spiritual famine infinitely more aw-
ful? How melancholy, how melting is even
the apprehension that there should be a want
not of bread nor of waler, but of the word of
the Lord ; that Zion’s provision should fail
and that the bread of immortal life should
no longer be enjoyed in the sanctuary? Breth
ren, this is no unreatterror. Without a suit-
able improvement of our privileges, this judg-
ment may be apprehended, it must be expect-
ed, it must be expected speedily. The day
of the Lord, of his visitation for mercies mis-
improved, so cometh as a thicf in the night.
Read the doom which was long since execu-
ted upon the church in Sardis; and be it re-
membered that the Lord God is as faithful to
his threatenings now, as he was in ages that
are past ; he is no less righteous to take ven-
geance on a lukewarm, formal church in Sa-
lem, than on a lukewarm, formal church in
Sardis. “ And unto the angel of the church
in Sardis write: These things saith he that
hath the seven spirits of God, and the seven
stars, I know thy works, that thou hast a
name that thou livest and art dead. Remem-
ber, therefore, how thou hast received, and
heard, and hold fast, and repent. If there-
fore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee
as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour
I will come upon thee.”

The eighth verse presents to our view the
intercession of the vine-dresser in behalf of
that tree and his resolution to persevere in dil-
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igently cultivating it. Lord, let it alone this

year also, till 1 shall dig aboul it and dung it.

This inay be applied to our Lord, who ear-
nestly implored inercy in behalf of the Jews,
his betrayers and murderers; even when his
blood was flowing by their cruel hands, his
soul ascended in ardent intercession for their
salvation, Father, forgive them, for they know
not what they do. He expostulated that the
sin which they were then committing might
not be laid to their charge; that his blood
which they were shedding with unrelenting
fury might rest not on their heads as a curse,
but on their consciences for pardon and re-
conciliation. [t may also allude to the fer-
vent wrestlings of the apostles in behalf of
their deluded brethren the Jews. Stephen
with his expiring breath implores forgiving
mercy ; he kneeled down, and cried with a loud
voice, Lord, lay not this sin lo thetr charge,
and Paul would willingly have been “ accurs-
ed from Christ for his brethren, his kinsmen
according to the flesh.” :

This parable is concluded by presenting
to us the submission of the vine-dresser to
to the will of his Lord; “If it bear fruit,
well; if not, then after that thou shalt cut it
down.” This correspondsin part to the words
of our Saviour himself. He who bad often in-
treated withthe Jews; who had offeredup strong
ertes and lears in their behalf, for their tem-
poral welfare and eternal salvation, at last
delivers them up to the vengeance of his Fa-
ther. ¢ O Jerusalem, Jerusalem—how often
would I have gathered thy children together,
as a hen doth gather her brood under hey
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wings, but ye would not ; Beliold, your house
is left unto you desolate ; ; and verily I say
unto you, ye shall not see me until the tiine
come when ye shall say blessed is he that
cometh in the name of the Lord. Such al-
80 was the acquiescence of the apostles in
the doom of their obstinate, incorrigible coun-
trymen. < T'hen Paul and Barnabas waxed
bold and said, it was necessary that the word
of God should bave been firstspoken to you;”
it was proper in order to display the abound-
ing grace of Jehovah that your nation, which
murdered the Prince of &ife, should enjoy the
first offersof reconciliation through his blood;
but seeing ye put il from you, since ye lepeat-
edly and obstinately resist these tenders of
mercy, lo, we lurn lo the Gentiles ; they con-
sent to their rejection as a nation; they ac-
quiesce that this natural olive, barren and
withered, should be cut off, and that the Gen-
tiles, (tlze wild olive, ) might be grafted in.
Although this palable has an immediate
reference {o the Jewish nation during the
ministry of our Lord, and their future des-
truction, yet it may be considered as refer-
ring to the gospel church, or to the profes-
sors of religion inallages---"I'Lie parables,like
the prophecies of scripture, frequently admit
of a twofold application.—They reclate to
some particular object iimmediately in view,
or to some event shortly to be accomplished,
and through these they contemplatc another
object more general, and another event to
iake place in a different couniry or distant
age. 'The parable of the sower is evidently
of this nature. Z%e sower primarily pointed

»
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out the Son of man, from whom, as the glo-
rious prophet of his church, all her doctrines
are derived ; this sower alluded remotely to
the ministers of reconciliation in every fu-
ture age ; they go forth in the name of Je-
sus, dispensing the word of life, scattering
around the incorruptible seed from which,
through his blessing, springs up an abundant
harvest to his own praise and the salvation
of many. I'o this class belongs the parable
which we design as the subjeet of our present
consideration.  Adthough it immediately
vespected the posterity of Abraham, their
exalted privileges under the ministry of our
Lord, and their final rejection as his pecu-
liar people, yet it remotely points to all na-
tions in all ages under a pure dispensation
of the gospel.

A certain man kad a fig-tree planted in his
vineyard. A vineyard both naturally and
beautifully represents the visible church :
it is the object of the husbandman’s particu-
lar attention, it is carefully fenced around,
and thus not only distinguished from the
other parts of his heritage, but secured from
the boar of the wood, or whatever might either
deface the beauty or devour the fruit of its
trees. The church, in like manner, is pe~
culiarly the object of the divine attention
and concern. ¢ The Lord’s portion is his
people and Jacob is the lot of his inheri-
tance ; I the Lord do keep it; I will water
it every moment ; lest any hurt it, T wilk
keep it night and day.” 'The church hag

12
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her wall cast around both for distinction and
defence ; by her discipline and government
she is distinguished from the world in gene-
ral, and the precious are separated from the
vile. A vineyard is highly cultivated ; the
husbandman usually occupies more time,
and incurs greater expence in improving this,
than the other parts of his inheritance: he
is careful to enrich the soil, to cultivate the
trees and uses every mean that is apparent-
ly adapted to render them fruitful.—The
church also is highly favored of the Lord,
and in point of outward privilege exalted in-
comparably above the rest of the world.
You only, saith the Lord of hosts, addressing
his professing people, you only have I known
of all the families of the earth ; “1I have dis-
linguished you with my gospel, with the
ministry of peace, with the common opera-
tions of my spirit, with various means of
grace and the free offers of future glory,
while the rest of the world, like the trees of
the forest, are left to the rudeness and bar-
renness of their natural state, “being aliens
from the commenwealth of Israel, and stran-
gers from the eovenants of promise, having
no hope, and without God in the world.”” A-
gain, the husbandman entertains much high-
er expeetations of advantage from his vine-
yard, than from the other parts of his herit-
age. Inproportion to all the time, and toil,
and expence whieh he bestows in fencing it
around, in enriching the soil or pruning the
trees, does he expect that fruit will be re-
turned inits season. The living God, in like
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manner, expects a greater revenue of glory,
more abundant returns of love and gratitude
and praise from the members of his church,
than from the rest of the world; and he is
disappointed and grieved when these returns
are not made. How affecting is the follow-
ing appeal of Jehovab, respecting Israel his
professing people, under the emblem of a
vineyard? <« What could have been done
more to my vineyard, that I have not done
to it? Wherefore, when I looked that it
should bring forth grapes,brought it forth wild
grapes’—Again, he complains by the same
prophet, «“I have nourished and brought up
children, but they have rebelled against me :
The ox knoweth his owner and the ass his
master’s crib,” < the very beasts of the field
do service to their owner, and are grateful
to the hand which feeds them ;” bu? Israel
doth not know, my people doth not consider.
The figtree here mentioned denotes the
hearers of the gospel, and more especially
the open professors of religion. They are
lanted in the vineyard when they are brought
into the church by the ordinance of baptism ;
when by the power of the word preached,
and the common influences of divine grace
they are restrained in some degree from the
pollutions of the world, and yield themselves
up to the Lord. The certain man planting
this fig-iree is our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom,
as Mediator of the covenant, the administra- :
tion of the gospelis whelly ecommitted. To ‘
reward his former humiliation and sufferings
all power in heaven and earth are given unlo
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him; he erects a church in our world, he
institutes with infinite wisdom and regulates
with adorable sovereignty every thing ap-
pertaining to this church ; he qualifies pastors
according 1o kis own heart for dispensing the
word of life ; he furnishes her with doctrines,
and discipline, and worship, thus affording
herevery outward meansthat is necessary for
promoting the arder,instruction,and salvation
of her members. “The Father loveth the
Son and hath committed all things into his
hand. He is the head over all things to the
church which is his body ; the fulness of himn
that filleth all in all.”

And he came and sought fruil thercon. The
Son of man is no indifferent spectator of his
church upon earth; he walks in the midst of
the seven golden candlesticks, and marks with
awful jealousy the conduct of all who sit un-
der their light ; of all who enjoy the privi-
leges of his house and are called by his name;
he notices whether their progress in knowl-
edge and grace bears any suitable propor-
tion to the opportunities enjoyed. Men fre-
quently sit with ease and indifference under
the ministry of the world; regard the voice
of the preacher as a pleasant song ; attend
the sanctuary as a pieee of civility, or with
the design of passing an hour; they give
themselves no anxiety about embracing that
Savior who is offered, or laying up “1the
word of God in their hearts,” they are as
perfectly indifferent whether they attend or-
dinances, or whether the gospel be embraced
when they do attend, as if the message of

.
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wrathorreconciliation had norelationtothem;
but however indifferent they are about the
improvement of these ordinances, the Lord of
glory is not indifferent ; the blessings of sal-
vation were costly beyond expression to him,
being procured by no other price than the ef-
fusion of his own blood, he therefore notices
what improvement is made ¢fthemn; whether
our hearts are suitably impressed with redeem-
ing love; whether we cordialiy accept that
salvation which he accomplished by a pain-
ful death upon the cross; and whether we
wallk worthy of him who haih called us to glo-
ry and virtue. He came and sought fruit thre-
on ; he went “ down into the garden of nuts,
to see the fruits of the valley, and to see
whether the vine flourished and the pome-
granates budded ;” he isreally, though invisi-
bly, present in this worshipping assembly to
mark the frame of each individual, and he
will shortly come in the clouds of heaven to
give every man according to his works.

And found none, T'his tree, planted in a
fertile soil, hedged around from all that might
injure it, cultivated with particular care and
skill, watered with the refreshing showers of
heaven and wariwed with the genial beams of
the sun, sTOOD BARREN ; it probably abound-
ed with leaves, appeared flouvishing to the
eye of a distant observer, but upon close ex-
amination was found utterly destitute of fruit;
it perhaps presented some blossoms in spring
but those gradually withered away and only
served to aggravate the disappointment of the
proprietor. T'his tree is a very alfecting and
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awful emblem of multitudes in the visible
church. They occupy a place in the house
of God : they sit as his people sit ; they unite
in the external parts of his worship, but ad-
vance no farther; they are never savingly
convinced of sin, and of righteousness, and of
Judgment ; they are almost persuaded to be
christians, but they do not actually close with
Jesus for pardon and life ; conscience is oc-
casionally startled under the powerful appli-
cation of the law, or some fearful visitation of
providence, but these wounds are slighitly keal- -
ed up ; instead of improving the balm of gile-
ad and the physician there, they have recourse
to some regal performances, to their repen-
tance, their prayers, and on these attainments
they sit down Zwo-fold more the children of hell,
than formerly. The word preached did not
profit them, not being mixed with faith in them
that heard it.

Then said he unlo the dresser of his vineyard.
Ministers are workers together with God in
managing his church upon earth; they are
called to labour in his vineyard, when they
are solemnly set apart to serve at the altar,
“to warn the unruly, to comfort the feeble
minded, to reprove, to rebuke, and exhort
with all long-suffering and doctrine.” The
ministers of reconciliation are emphatically
called labourers in, or dressers of the vineyard,
being required, as much as pussible, to leave |
the common employments of the world and ‘
to spend their time and strength within the
inclosure of the church; they have author-
ity from Chbrist the adorable proprietor fe l
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dress his vineyard, to cut off with the disci-
pline of his bouse, as with a pruning knife,
the withered, rotten branches, and to culti-
vate those which bear fruit that they may bring
forth more fruit. :

Behold, these three years I come seeking fruit
on this fig-tree, and find none. Bchold, this
exclamation is frequently employed in scrip-
ture, and is designed to rouse the attention
of the hearer; to prepare him for the recep-
tion of some trutb new and interestin. Some-
tiines it denotes grief, sometimes joy, and
somotimes astonishment. In the present in-
stance it may be considered as expressing
equally emotions of wonder and grief; of
wonder at the stupidity, tlie infatuation, and
even madness of men, that although nise as
serpents in the concerns of time, they are more
stupid than the ostrick or the stork in the great
interests of eternity. They will nol come to
Jesus that they may have life ; awidst the most
faithful warnings from the word, and spirit,
and providence of God, they suffer their har-
vest to pass, their summer to end without a se-
rious thought about their salvation. The ex-
clawation, behold, also expresses grief for their
ruin which is speedily and unavoidably ap-
proaching. ‘ He beheld the city and wept
over it ; saying, if thou hadst known, even
thou at least in this thy day the things which
belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid
from thine eyes.”

T'hese three years I come. A particular pe-
riod is here mentioned to shew that the Lord
God knows exactly the opportunities that
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have been enjoyed by any person or people;
he has writlen in his volume liow long such a
man or woman has lived under the means of
grace ; how many admonitions or entreaties
have sounded in their ears; how often they
have quieted conscience or grieved the spiut
by dismissing their serious impressions to a
more convenient lime. ““ Forty yearslong was
I grieved with this generation, and said, it is
a people that do err in their hearts and they
have not known my ways.”

Cut it dorn.  After thig fig-tree had long
remained barren, and all means for restoring
it to usefulness had failed, the proprietor
commands that the axe be laid to the root and |
that it be immediately cut off. This evident-
ly points out the destruction which finally
awaits the ungodly. If our gospel be hid, 1t
ts hid lo them that are lost. 'This judgment is
gomelimes executed in the present life: a
righteous God, having strived with the sinner
in vain, at last leaves him to his own delu-
sions, withdraws from him the restraining in- |
fluences of his grace, and ceases either to re- i
prove or exhort.  Why should they be sirick- !
en any more? they will only rcvoll more and ‘
more. The transgressor, thus forsaken of
God, is virtually cut off ; although he may
continue naturally alive, yet, in a spiritual
sense, he is wice dead ; conscience becomes
seared as with a hot iron, and ordinances and
providences are equally unprofitable ; the ad-
ministration of the gospel, however pure or
powerful, like the dropping of water on the ,
rock, makes no visible impression, or like the
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falling of rain on the barren sand, is not at-
tended with any fruit. This curse was fear-
fully executed upon the obstinate Israelites
as a warning to those “who should afier
wards live ungodly. I will lay it waste; it
shall not be pruned nor digged, but there
shall come up briars and thorns; I will also
command the clouds that they rain no rain
upon it.”

This curse is executed fully and formally
in death. While the sinner is spared in the
land of the living he enjoys many privileges ;
the light of the gospel, however neglected,
shines around his tabernacle; the offers of
salvation, although slighted, are saluting his
ears ; the dews of divine grace, although ac-
companied with no lasting effects, occasion-
ally descend around his camp ; the prayers of
the upright, however disregarded or spurned,
frequently ascend to the mercy scal in his be-
half: But in death he is utterly separated
from all these privileges and consigned to
endless despair. “Cast ye the unprofitable
servant into outer darkness, there shall be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

Bear with me, beloved brethren, if I de-
part from the subject a few moments by re-
marking,

1st. That the sentence is often executed
suddenly. The Son of man cometh in an hour
that ye think not. The youth is snatched away
“in his full strength, being wholly at ease
and quiet ; his breasts are full of milk, and
his bones are moistened with marrow :> The
rich are hurried off in the midst of their pros-

13



|

146

perity ; when {hey imagine themselves in-
creased with goods and standing in need of no-
thing ; when they are resolving to lake their
case, 10 cat, to drink and be merry, the message
bursts unwelcome upon their ears, prepare to
meet your God: The children of mirth re-
ceive their summons in the very moment of

- their intoxicating pleasures; the gayeties of

the dance or the theatre are exchanged for
the solemnities of the judgment seat; the
cup of pleasure drops from their hand and is
replaced ¢ with the wine of the wrath of God
which is poured out without mixture into
the cup of his indignation;” and the sport-
ive, enchanting music is succeeded by the
voice of the insulted, indignant Saviour, “ de-
part from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire.
He that being often reproved and hardeneth
his neck shall supnenLy be cut off; for when
they shall say, peace and safety, then suppen
destruction cometh upon them, as travail
upon a woman with child, and they shall not
escape.”

2d. Thhis sentence is executed irresistibly.
There is no possibility of standing when the
Lord God cometh forth in fury. The heart
that was once harder than adamant, is melted
in 2 moment; the neck which stood more
stubborn than the iron sinen, is instantly bro-
ken; the tengue which was loud invain boast-
ing and blasphemy, faulters and becomes si-
lent as the grave; the arm which was lifted
up in defiance of earth and heaven, instantly
drops to rise no more. “I kiil and I
make alive ; I wound and I heal ; neither is




147

there any that can deliver out of my hand.
If T whet my glittering sword and mine hand
take hold on judgment, I will render ven-
geance to mine enemies and reward them
that hate me.” Is the feeble insect easily
erushed by the falling rock, or the feathey
swept down by the swelling torrent, or the
tallest cedar torn to pieces by the lightnings
of heaven?—with an ease infinitely greater
is the youngest, the strongest, the hardiest,
the mightiest of mortals crushed by the arm
of almighty God. ¢ Who can stand before
his indignation? and who can abide in the
fierceness of his anger? His fury is poured
out like fire, and the rocksare thrown down
by him.”

3d. T'his sentence is executed irreversibly ;
and places the sinner beyond the reach of
hope for ever and ever. He that being often
reproved, hardeneth his neck, shall be destroyed
without remedy. 'T'here is noreversion of the
decree when once executed ; there is no re-
demption for the soul when once damned.
The purpose of the Eternal, like an impassi-
ble gulph, separates heaven and hell, so that
they who would pass from the former to the
latter cannol : Was it possible for holy angels
or men to look down from their mansions in
glory and pity the implacable enemy of God,
they could not pass over to relieve him, and
the wretched inbabitants of hell, bound kand
ard foot, cannol pass from thence to heaven.
You cannot mention to me a condition in
this world which is aitogether desperate.
The man who has squandered his fortune
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may possibly regain it by industry and econ-
omy ; he who has lost his good name by vio-
lence or fraud may retrieve it by a course of
upright, virtuous conduct; even the man who
has forfeited his life to civil justice may find
an everlasting refuge by making his peace
with God through the mediation of Jesus;
but damnation, if you will allow the expres-
sion, is a disease without a cure; it is ruin
without any possible relief or remedy.
Does the sinner survey the region of hell
around him, he finds none that either can or
would pity him ; there is no tender eye to
drop a tear over his misery, nor soothing
voice to inpart consolation into his ears. Like
the prodigal in the parable, he begins to be in
want and no man gives unto him. Does he
lift up his eyes towards heaven and ask the
sympathy of bis former acquaintances oy
friends now in bliss, they would reply to himn
as Abraham to the rich man, ‘“son, remem-
ber that thou in thy life time receivedst thy
good things, but now thou art tormented
without abatement or end.” Does he look
for mercy to God the Judge of all, or Jesus
the Mediator, they would only laugh at his
calamity,and frown him deeperinto the flames.
“ Who shall be punished with everlasting de-
struction from the presence of the Lord, and
from the glory of his power.” :

Why cumberethittheground? The word which
we translate cumbereth can scarcely be expres-
sed in its full meaning. It does not signify
merely to stand useless and unprofitable, or
fo fill up the place on which another might



149

grow to the advantage of the proprietor, but
it properly signifies Zo destroy or make the
ground of mo effect ; the inspired evangelist
probably intended to represent it as absorb-
ing the juices of the earth, and by a kind of
deadly influence blasting the fruit of the
neighbouring trees. INo man can be consid-
ered a mere blank in the visible church ; the
loose, carnal professor is not only useless, but
pernicious ; he is not only unprofitable to
God by failing to answer the end of his crea-
tion and redemption, but is actually a re-
proach and injury to his cause upon earth;
his irregular walk, and conversation prove a
stumbling block to the righteous, and embol-
den others in iniquity. The professor of re-
ligion, who doth not abound with the fruits
of righteousness to the glory and praise of God,
is a real dishonour by his barrenness; as we
conclude that there must be a defect either in
the soil or climate, or some other circum-
stance, when the tree stands from season to
season without bearing any fruit.

And ke answering said, lord, let it alone this
year also. 'These words express the unfeign-
ed grief of the vinedresser upon hearing the
doom that was denounced against this tree,
and his intercession that it might be spared
for another experiment. Let it alone ; “ over-
look the circumstance of its barrenness; af-
ford it a spot in thy vineyard until another
season of bearing; peradventure it will dis-
appoint thy fears and reward thy patience
with abundant fruit.” The faithful shepherd
is particularly anxious *for the welfare of his
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flock ; a concern for the interest of his mas-
ter constrains him to watch with unwearied
care that none of them should perish; a hu-
mane physician feels for the patient under his
direction; he sympathises with him in dis-
tress, and uses every probable means for re-
storing him to health ; the bowels of a tender
mother move towards a beloved child in jeop-
ardy of its life ; how eagerly would she snatch
it from the brink of some fathomless gulph,
or the fury of a devouring flame ; but incom-
parably more anxious is the humane, consci-
vntious pastor for the salvation of souls com-
initted to his care. He walches over them not
only as one nho must give an account to God
for his fidelity, but as one who really pities
their delusion, and secretly recoils at the
thought of their destruction. With unfeign-
ed sincerity he can appropriate the language
of the prophet, “I have not desired the evil
day thou knowest. ‘T'he priests the ministers
of the Lord” are commanded “to weep be-
tween the porch and the aitar, and say, spare
thy people, O Lord, and give not thine heri-
tage to reproach.”

T'ill I shall dig around it and dung it. < Till
I examine its roois to discover what can be
the particular cause of its defect, and try
other methodsforrestoringit to fruitfulness.”
The vinedresser was willing to persevere
year after year in cultivating this tree, and
iry experiment after experiment to see if it
could not be rendered profitable to the hus-
bandman. The ambassador of Jesus will
reprove and rebuke and exhort with all long-
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suffering and doctrine. Former disappoint-
.ments will only excite him to greater dili-
gence and importunity in time to come.
Although the bones in the valley are many and
very dry, yet he will continue to prophecy ;
he will earnestly expostulate, O ye dry bones,
hear the word of the Lord, encouraged by
a PERADVENTURE that the breath may yet enter
and they become spiritually alive. <J en-
dure all things for the elect’s sake that they
may obtain salvation which is in Christ Je-
sus with everlasting glory.” No fatigue, no
reproach, or poverty are regarded, while
there remains a probability, even a possi-
bility that they may repent and be saved.
When he contemplates the immense value
of the human soul; when he realizes its in-
conceivable capacity for happiness in the en-
joyment of Jehovah, or misery under the
pressure of his wrath; when he looks for-
ward in imagination through the lapse of
myriads of ages, and views it as either ap-
proaching nearer to God in a perfection of
bliss, or sinking deeper in the gulph of per-
dition; when these things are duly real-
i1zed, the pastor will be ready to exclaim of
each hearer, how shall 1 give theeup ? < How
shall I cease to instruct, and exhort, and ad-
monish? I cannot deliver thee up to thy pre-
sent ignorance, or obstinacy, or sensualit

with the belief that thou shouldst fall a prey
to the second death and the damnation of
hell. 1 could wish that myself were accursed
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jrom Christ for my brethren ;% 1 could submit
to any suffering either outward or inward
for a time, could I only be instrumental in
rescuing them from the wvengeance of eternal
Jire”

If it bear fruit, well. < If these means should
be crowned with success, and this tree which
has long stood barren should at length be-
come useflul, the issue would be happy in-
deed; thy design in planting it bere at first
and sparing it so long would be answered ;
the tree itself would be preserved from the
reproach of present barrenness and future
destruction, and all my anxiety respecting
it, all my toil in digging about it, in pruning
and cultivating it would be infinitely reward-
ed: its fruitfulness hereafter might in some

NOTE.

* Few passages of scripture are- attended with more difficulty than:
this, and there are few in the explication of which the ingenuity of the
Jearned has been more exercised. But umidst the variety of opinion en-
tertaiaed by commentators, none appears more simple in itself, nor mora
agreeable to the analogy of faith than that of the profound Dr. Water-
land. The Greek preposition which is generally rendered from he trans--
lates afler the example of Christ. The meaning of the apostle, in wish-
ing himself accursed from Christ, appears evidently to be the following :
I could cheerfully be considered the off scouring of all things; I could
submit to any reproach or torture which the rage of persecution might in-
vent or inflict, nay, in conformity to the example of my adorable Lord,
I am ready to offer up my body to the ignominious, agonizing death of the
cross, could I oply be the instrument of salvation to my brethren the
Jews: could I only rescue themn from their present delusion, and that ru-
in which iofallibly awaits their rejection of Jesus as the Messiah.”” Such
is the translation which that ingenious divine gives to the same preposi-
tion in another instance: FVhom F serve from, thatis, * after the manner
or example’ of my Jorefuthers. We can by no means suppose that the
apostle wished himself to be an eternal outcast from the gracious presence
of his Redeemer, This is directly repugnant to that principle of self-love
which necessarily belonged to him as a man and a christian: a- principle
which christiapity does not extinguish, but cherishes. Although we are-
commanded to love our ** neighbours as ourselves,” neither reascg, now
revelation requirep us to love our neighbour better than ourselves,

—. 4
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measure compensate for all the injury whica
it has occasioned to thy vineyard by its bar-
renness in years past.”” The conversion of
a sinner to the Living God is an event un-
speakably important and desirable. There-
by glory redounds to each Person in Jeho-
vah; joy 1is afforded to blessed angels and
men, and a foundation is laid for his own
happiness through the ages of eternity. « He
that converteth a sinner from the error of
his way shall save a soul from death, and
hide a multitude of sins.” The conversion
of an aged sinner is, in a certain sense, still
more desirable ; the fears of the righteous
are thereby disappointed; the toils, and
tears, and anxieties of godly ministers are
amply rewarded ; the artifices and powers
of hell are bafifled, and the glories of free
grace are most illustriously displayed. The
forbearance of God is manifested in sparing
the sinner so long ; hissovereignty in calling
him at tke eleventh hour ; his power in casting
the devil from a strong hold which he had long
and securely occupied, also in destroying
the force of corruption which had strength-

- ened with age ; the overflowing of his grace

in giving a free, a full remission of sins ag-
gravated in their nature and multiplied in
their number, in snatching the sinner when
tottering onthe very verge of hell and * set-
ting him among princes, even the princes of
his people. Howbeit for this cause I ob-
tained mercy,” says the apostle alluding to
his advanced age when called by divine
grace, and to the impieties ef his former
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life, “that in me first Jesus Christ might
shew forth all long-suffering for a pattern to
them that should afterwards believe on him
to life everlasting.”
If not, then after that thou shalt cut it down.
« If notwithstanding thy patience in sparing
it from year to year, and all the means which
by thy direction I have employed, it remains
barren, then its destruction is unavoidable ;
at present it serves only to cumber the vine-
yard ; it yields no advantage to thee the pro-
prietor, it is no honour either to my diligence
or skill as the immediate dresser, and 1t stands
to the real injury of the trees around it.”
The damnation of those who go on wilfully,
and incorrigibly in sin is inevitable. The
moral order of the universe requires that
each transgression recetve a just recompense of
reward. 'The glories of each divine perfec-
tion demands that the wicked be turned into
hell; that the fury of Jehovah go forth against
the obstinate, implacable enemy of his gov-
ernment. His forbearance with menin times
past, his good will in giving them line upon
line, and warning after warning is no security,
but it is only preparing them for a more un-
expected and awful visitation at last. <« The
Lord is not slack concerning his promise,
as some men count slackness, but is long-
suffering to us ward ; not willing that any
should perish, but that all should come to
repentance.” O sinner, the decree shall
sooner or later owverflow with righteousness
and the sword of justice, which has long
slumbered, shall ere long awake and avenge
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the quarrel to the lowest hell; and remem-
ber, there will be none to pity thee through-
out the universe of God. The Father, who
spared not his own Son that he might spare
thee, will then laugh at thy cnlanut/g the Son
who spared not his own life that he might
spare thee ; “ who in the days of his flesh of-
fered up strong cries and tears” for thy de-
liverance, will then «tread thee in his anger,
and with thy blood will stain all his raiment ;”
holy angels who would have cordially re-
Joiced at thy conversion, who would willing-
ly have conveyed the pleasing tidings from
earth to heaven that another child was born
into the family of God, and have ministered
to thee as an heir of salvation, these angels
will then hasten to be the executioners of
thy wrath, and will eternally 0'101y in thy
confusion and horror ; even ministers of the
gospel whoe are now your scrvants for Jesus’
sake ; who in the hour of impending judg-
ment stand between an offended God and
their offending brethren, deprecating his dis-
pleasure and imploring his mercy ; who hold
the lives of their hearers in soms measure
dear as their own, and are willing to make
any sacrifice of their outward ease or inter-
est in promoting their salvation, these min-
isters must finally acquiesce in the condem-
nation of their ungodly hearers. Zf nof,
then after that thow shalt cut it down : Nay, so
swallowed up will be their feelings as men
in zeal for their master’s glox),that they will
even bring forward the unprofitable servant,

and rouse the sword of justice to perform

I
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iis office in his immediate perdition. Ani-
mated by the same spirit they will unite in
the awful imprecation of the apostle, if any
man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, < if he de-
liberately chooses death rather than life by
rejecting the only sacrifice fgr sin ; 1f he
will by a daring unbelief again and again
tread under fool that body which was crucified
and that blood which was shed for his re-
demption, let his choice be given him, Zet
kim be anathema, maranatha.”

As practical reflections have been occa-
sionally made in the illustration of these ver-
ses, I shall enly detain you with the follow-
ing inference, that the destruction of the un-
godly is certain, infallibly certain. Zhough
kand join in hand, the wicked shall not be un-
punished ; and alas, brethiren, are there not
some, are there not many such in the midst
of us? Suppose that the great Lord of the
vineyard should this day pass through this

art of his heritage, how many barren _fig-irees
might he behold ; somne that have stood ten
or twenty, others that have been thirty or for-
ty years under the means of cultivation with-
out any sepsible advantage? Has he not ap-
pointed one DRESSER and a second and a third
to dig about them, to use every means which
might probably be effectual for rendering
them profitable, but where are their appear-
ances of fruit? “ When he looked that they
should bring forth grapes, have they not
brought forth wild prapes!” If the axe was
this moment laid to the root of each barren
tree in this vineyard, how many ;monuments

T e
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of wrath must appear? Or if all who are
spiritually dead were now struck naturally
dead, how awful would be the scene? Would
not some pious parent be left o sorrow with-
out hope over a beloved, yet thoughtless child ;
or some devout, serious sister bewail the un-
timely end of a brother, who bad lived with-
out God, and now perished without hope?
But I forbear indulging these melancholy re-
flections; I rather rejoice that you are spare

another year, and most affectionately exhort
you to awake from your security. May not
the time past of your life suffice to have wrought
the will of the flesh ? 1s all that you have been
hearing, from season to season, of your spiri-
tual and everlasting concerns an empty
dream? Is the doctrine of an immortal soul,
of death and judgment, and heaven, and hell
a mere shadow without substance; are these
doctrines high swelling words without ideas or
realities, then sleep on and take your rest. Let.
the drunkard freely quaff’ his flowing bowl ;
let the gay sport merrily in the enchanting
dance ; let the sons of wealth eat, drink, and
be merry ; let them sleep securely on their
beds of ivory, and chant to the sound of the harp ;
let the young man rejoice in the days of his

youth, quenching each anxious thought: let

the despiser of divine ordinances persevere in
this despite ; let him neglect his bible, the du-
ty of prayer, the institutions of the sabbath
or sanctuary, and even deride those who are
conscious in observing them: Indulge the
pleasing dream, that {o-morrow shall be as this

day and much more abundant. But conscience.
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secrelly starts back with horror at the

thought ; this monitor within tells thee," and

trembles under the conviction, that thou hast

a soul to be saved or damned ; that there isa

judgment to come ; that there is a dread, un-

known eternity into which thou must speedi-

ly plunge. Is it not then folly, and madness,

in the extreme, to halt another day without

making preparation? The man who bates his

own flesh ; who obstinately pines away in

hunger when bread is before himn ; who shiv-
ers in the storm of winter spurning the offers
of either a shelter to cover or clothes to warm
him:; who wantonly mangles and tortures his
own body is incomparably less cruelto himself
than he who neglects so great salvation. If
““ he that despised Moses’ law died without
mercy under two or three witnesses: Of how
much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he
be thought worthy, who bath trodden under
foot the Son of God, and hath counted the
blood of the covenant, wherewith Le was sanc-
tified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite
unio the Spirit of grace ?’—Brethren, com-
passion to your souls constrains me to use
this plainness of speech ; to propose any con-
sideration that might probably operate either
onyourfearsoryourhopes. Anotherperiodof
your time is now closing ; the great husband-
man has borne with you another year under
the care of the vinedresser: Will you ven-
ture any longer in your present unconcern ?
I had alinost said that if men are determined
to remain in their sloth from season to season,
the sooner they are cut off the better; they
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only live to the dishonour of God, and to
treasure up for themselves a more intolera-
ble weight of wrath hereafter ; in hell they
will indeed continue to sin against God, but
their sin will not present that colouung of
malignity. Zhere, there will be no bible to
neglect ; no ordinances to slight ; no tenders
of salvation to reject ; no qpmt to grieve ;
no blood of the covenant to profane ; the en-
mity of the damned shall eternally rise in op-
position to the perfections of God, to the dis-
plays of his justice and holiness and sovereign-
ty and power, but they will not have oppor-
tunity of trammpling on love so tender, or for-
bearance so iinmense, on condescension and
grace so rich and astonishing. Let every sin-
ner in this Zion be afraid, lest divine patience,
worn out with his delay, yields to the de-
mand of justice, cut it down, why cumbereth it
the ground ? And, be it remembered by all,
that as the tree fallelh so it must lie, and that
for ever.

e
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LECTURE V1.

—D O

THE HEALING BALM ADMINISTERED TO THE
DISEASED SOUL.
Hosea X1V. 4—G6.

I will heal their backslidings, I mill love them freely: for
mine anger is turned away from him.

I will be as the dew unto Israel: he shall grow as the lily,
and cast _jforth his roots as Lebanon.

His branches shall spread, and his beauty shall be as the ol-
ve tree, and his smell as Lebanon.

THIS prophecy was delivered in the
reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Heseki-
ah, a period truly alarming to the nation of
Israel. The cup of their iniquity was nearly
filled up, and that cloud which had long been
collecting and blackening over their heads
was ready to burst forth in their destruction,.
The prophet therefore addresses themn in the
following melancholy, heart-melting strains:
“ Rejoice not, O lIsrael, for joy as other peo-
ple, for thou hast gone a whoring from thy
God: The days of visitation are come; the
days of recompence are come : My God shall
cast them away, because they did not heark-
en unto him; and they shall be wanderers
among the nations.” But the Lord God is
long-suffering and plenteous in mercy; his
Judgments move slowly along that this infat-
uated people may enjoy another opportunity
for repenting and escaping. Amidst the gen-
eral gloom, therefore, a ray of hope beams
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forth in the chapter which we have read te
cheer and encourage them. O Israel, return
unto the Lord thy God. Jehovahin the rich-
es of his condescension, still acknowledges
himself to be their God. 'To each believing
Israelite he stood in a covenant relation which
could never be broken ; which no change of
timme or circumstances could possibly dissolve ;
and to the Jews in general he stood in an ex-
ternal covenant relation: He had not alto-
gether rejected them as a people, but was yet
known as the God of Abraham, and of Isaac,
and of Jacob. O Israel, return. 'This apos-
tale nation is invited back to Ged: as their
portion and glory. “ Although ye have wan-
tonly and shamefully departed from me; al-
though ye have changed your God for them
that are no gods, by mingling in the idolatry
of the heathen ; although ye have trampled
on my mercies and hardened yourselves
against my judgments, yet I have no pleas-
ure in your destruction, but would rather
that you return and live; only acknowledge
your iniquity, improve the sacrifice of my
Son as the ground of your remission, and be
restored to my favour.” Mercy may be pro-
nounced the darling perfection of Jehovah ;
this attribute he eminently displays in bear-
ing with individuals and nations aridst their

provocations, and using innumerable means
for reclaiiming them. Even after the decree
for their destruction has seemingly gone forth,
its execution is suspended: a little longer, and

another experiment is made to see if they
will hear and obey. ¢ Go and proclaimthese
14%
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words towards the north and say, return, thou
backsliding Israel, saith the Lord, and I will
not cause mine anger to fall upon you.” The
prophet enforees his exhortation to return, by
an argument drawn from those miserles to
which their transgressions had exposed them,
thou hast fallen by thine iniquity. 'The ruin
here spoken of may allude to those scourges
which they had occasionally experienced
from the Egyptians, the Amalekites and oth-
er neighbouring nations ; or it may refer to
that invasion of the Assyrian army whieh they
were shortly to expect. They are represent-
ed as fallen, because without speedy repent-
ance and reformation, their ruir was as cer-
tain as if it had already taken place. Moral
causes, in the righteous procedure of God,
produce their proper effects, no less than na-
tural causes, and a flood of impiety will be
succeeded by a flood of wrath. Although
the Lord God s slow 1o anger, yet the judg-
ment of a rebellious people will not always
linger, nor their visitation always slumber.
Thou hast fallen by thine iniguity.  Sin is the
procuring cause of all misery, whether pri-
vate or public ; whether temporal or eternal.
It destroyed the old world nith a deluge ; it
brought “fire and brimstone from the Lord
out of heaven upon Sodom and Gomorrah,
and the other cities of the plain ;” it leads on,
in their turn, war and famine and pestilence,
3o sweep from the earth the implacable ene-
mies of God: Sin was now delivering up the
posterity_ of Abraham, who had long been
the peculiar favouritesof heaven, to a tedious,

e &
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a painful, and reproachful servitude in a 1:01'-'
eign land. “O Asgyrian, the rod of mine
anger, I will send him against an hypocriti-
cal nation, and against the people of my,
wrath will I give him charge, to take the
spoil, and to take the prey, and to tread them
down like the mire of the streets.” Although
the iniquities of individuals may pass unpun-
ished in the present life, because their retri-
bution may be expected hereafter, yet un-
godly nations shall not escape. It is only in
this world that they exist in a pational capa-
city, therefore this world is the only place of.
national recompence.

In the verses which are chosen as the sub-
Ject of our meditation, Israel’s God announ-
ces a variety of promises to encourage the
Jews amidst their calamitous circuinstances:
But although these were uttered to the liter-
al Israel ; although they immediately alluded
to their deliverance from the iron chain in
Babylon, and their future prosperity and glo-
ry ; yet they are wrillen for generalions lo
come ; they may be really improved for our
consolation under a consciousness of backsli-
dings, or appearances of the divine displeas-
ure. God is an infinite speaker, and in these
living oracles addresses persons of all ages
and all countries ; the wrath which he de-
nounced against the offspring of Abraham for
their apostacy, was designed for our admoni-
tion and alarm; the promises of forgiveness
and life, which be graciously tendered them,
were designed for our consolation and hope.

On the last Lord’s day your attention was
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directed to the parable of the barren fig-tree.
I endeavored to improve that portion of scrip-
ture for alarming the sinner in Zion ; for ex-
hibiting that destruction which, without re-
pentance on his part, must unavoidably over-
take bim; 1 attempted, also, to shew to the
congregation, in a social capacity, the dan-
ger of misimproving their privileges ; it wag
noticed that the Lord God, in his righteous
.displeasure, sometimes unchurches.a congre-
gation at once, removes the _candlest-chc out of
his place, and leaves them without viston, wilh-
oul sacrifice, and without teraphim. Such
were his judgments upon the Jews ; such, af-
terwards, were his judgments upon Sardis,
upon Laodicea, and the other churches in les-
ser Asia. My design in selecting these ver-
ses is to aimn at displaying the abundant riches
of divine mercy, and, if possible, to encour-
age you as individuals and as a congregation.
to yield yourselves up to the Lord by enter-
ing into his eovenant.

1 il heal their backslidings. To backslide,
in the literal sense of the word, is to slip or
glide from some point to which we have at-
tained ; as used in scripture it generally sig-
nifies to come short of some resolution which
we have solemnly made, or some obligation
which we are reasonably bound to fulfil, and
is only chargeable upon a professing person
or people. The heathen or those who have
been uniformly opposed to the Savior’s-cross,
cannot be guilty of backsliding, because they
have nothing to lose ; having never attained
to any thing in the church of the Living God,



there is nothing either in principle or profes-
sion from which they can depart. But they
are chargeable with backsliding, who were
early surrendered to God in baptism; who
were thus brought into the comnunion of his
church, or who join themselves to the Lord
by an open profession of his name, and after-
wards walk unworthy of this profession; who
renounce any thing either in doctrine or prac-
tice to which they had attained. Such was
the condition of the Jews to whom this pro-
phecy was delivered, and such is the condi-
tion of many who once possessed a name in
the visible church. 7he cares of this world,
the deceitfulness of riches, the temptations of
the evil one, all combining with their own cor-
ruptions, lead them aside from the holy com-
mandment : With these they become more
and more entangled to the loss of their peace
in time and of their souls for ever. Demas
hath forsaken me, says the apostle, having
loved this present world : ““"They that will be
rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into
many foolish and hurtful lusts which drown
men in destruction and perdition.”

Brethren, are there any such in this congre-
gation? Any, who by an increasing attach-
ment to the profits, or pleasures, or prefer-
ments of this world, are gradually departing

from God ; are becoming more remiss in the -

duties of the closet, or family, or sanctuary?
Let such be entreated to embrace, without
delay, the gracious promise, I will heal your
backslidings. The original word which we
translate keal, literally signifies to cureas a

|
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physician ; to remove some bodily disease,
and restore to health and vigor a broken con-
stitution. Thus saith the Lord, the God of
David thy father, to king Hezekiah, I have
heard thy prayers, I have seen thy fears; be-
hold I will heal thee ; on the third day thou
shalt go up to the bouse of the Lord.” In
the present and many other instances, this
word is applied to the diseases of the soul,
and signifies their complete removal. David
celebrates the praises of Jehovah who forgave
all his iniquilies ; who healed all his diseases ;
who cronwned him with loving kindness and len-
der mercies. 'The promise here made to the
church, is most comprehensive in its nature ;
¢« I will beal theirbackslidings, I will gracious-
ly pardon the guilt which they have contract-
ed in departing from me; I will be merciful
to this their unrighteousnesg, this sin and in-
iquity I will remember no more.” The re-
mission of sin through the blood of the cross
is aleading blessing of the everlasting cove-
nant, and is introductory to all other bles-
sings. 'The happy subject then enjoysa com-
plete acquittal from his past and present trans-
gressions, a perfeet discharge from that curse
of the law under which he formerly greaned,
an eternal redemption from that wrath of
which he was justly an heir, and a title, a le-
gal, unalienable title to future glory and hap-
piness. “ Being justified by his grace, we
are made heirs according to the hope of eter-
nal life.” But the promise comprehends
more than merely the pardon of their former
offences ; it also includes their sanctification,,
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or the mortification of those lusts by which
they might be exposed to future apostacies.
“T will beal their backslidings, I will not only
forgive those crimes with which they have
been forimerly chargeable, but will powerfully
subdue those corruptions by which they
might hereafter be estranged from me ; T will
put my spirit within them, and cause them to
walk in iy statutes and they shall keep my
Judgments and do thein. Then shall they re-
member their own evil ways and their doings
that were not good, and shall loathe them-
selves in their own sight, for their iniquities
and for their abominations.”” Whom Jeho-
vah pardons, he also purifies; he convinces
them by his word and Spirit, that it is an evil
and a bitter thing that they have departed
from him ; he excites in them an abhorrence
of all sin, and particularly an abhorrence of
those sins with which in times past they bhave
been most easily besct. FEphraim, who was
formerly joined lo his idols, shall afterwards
exclaim with a holy indignation, wha! have I
to do any more with idols? And David, after
he was brought to a consciousness ot his guilt
in the murder of Uriah, fervently expostulates,
deliver me from blood guilliness, O God, thou
God of my salvation ; although he wassolicitous
to be restrained from all sin, he appeared
particularly solicitous to be restrained from
a repetition of that crime by which he lately
dishonoured God, gave occasion to the ene-
mies of his cause to blaspheme, and disturb
his own spiritual peace.

The person making this promise is God the

i T
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Father. Although in the remission of human
guilt there is a distinct act of the tveR BLES-
sED THREE: The Son brings in everlasting
rightecousness, and renders our restoration to
the divine favour consisteat with each divine
perfection: The Holy Spirit works faith in
the sinner’s heart, enabling him to improve
this righteousness, cordially to embrace it ag
freely presented 1n the gospel ; yet the form.
al'act of our justification at first, and of the
remission of our daily imperfections belongs
peculiarly to the Father. He vindicated the
honours of justice, declaring that without shed-
ding of blood there should be no remission ;
demanding that a full reparation be mmade to
the injured glories of the divine government
before the rebel be admitted to favour; and
the Father actually pardons in consequence
of this satisfaction. 1t is God that justifieth,
who s he that condemneth.

It may be remarked here that the restora-
tion of a backsliding people is really pleas-
ing and glorifying to God. Does the fond
parent delight in the return of a disobedient,
prodigal son ; are his bowels moved within
him when he beholds the penitential tear
burst from bis eyes, or hears the unfeigned
acknowledgments of regret for his former
misbehaviour; does he run, does he embrace
him, does he afford every possible expression
of good will towards him, and cordiality in
receiving him ? Inconceivably more cordial
is the everlasting Father in receiving the a-
postate child who returns through the medi-
ation of Jesus Christ.  “Turn ye unto me,
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saith the Lord of hosts, and I will return unte
you, saith the Lord of hosts: Turn, O back-
sliding children, for I am married unto you
saith the Lord.” He does not merely invite
them back to himself, but he scatters every
mountain of opposition that intervenes; he
answers every objection which might tend to
discourage ; “ I will heal your backslidings ;
when you have multiplied to transgress I
will multiply to pardon ; all your former dis-
obedience, your breach of resolutions the
most deliberate and solemn, your present un-
worthiness are no obstacles on my part, and
they need be no discouragement on yours.
Behold, T have Llotted out as a thick cloud
thy transgressions, and as a cloud thy sins;
return unto me, for I have redeemed you.”
Are any despondently replying, ¢ where-
with shall I come before the Lord? I am
ashamed to look up to a Father whom I have
so frequently and wantonly offended ; I have
no plea which I can mention as a reason why
the Lord should receive me who am charge-
able with shameful and repeated departures ;”’
he adds I will love you freely. The love here
mentioned does not so properly imply this at-
tribute or perfection of God, as the egress
or expression of this perfection to his people.
Considered in the former sense the love of
God is invariable; he as really loves the
child of adoption when he frowns as when he
smiles: when he scourges him with scorpions,
as when he refreshes with bis consolations.
I have loved you with an cverlasting, unchang-
ing love ; therefore with loving kindness have ¥
15
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drawn you. The promise here delivered by
the prophet secures that Jehovah who had
long been visiting Israel in wrath would
speedily return to them in man}fest?hons. of
mercy ; that the night of adversity in which
as a nation they had been envgloped should
be shortly succeeded by a morning of prosper-
ity, and their present sorrow should terminate
in joy. I cannot pass unnoticed the sove-
reignty with which this promise is expressed,
Z will love you FREELY ; “1t 1S not to rewafd
any worth, or compliment any excellence in
you, but to magnify the freedom and immmen-
sity of my own goodness. Not for your sakes
do I this, be it known unto you, O house of
Tsrael, but for mine own name’s sake.” All
the blessings which a covenant God dispens-
es, he dispenses freely ; does he justify the
ungodly, “it is freely of grace through the
redemption which is in Christ ;> does he raise
to life the spiritually dead, “it is according
to his mercy ; out of his abundant goodness
they are begotten again;” does he bestow
the adoption of children to the alien, this fa-
vor is shown to “the praise of the riches of
the glory of his grace;” does he visit an in-
dividual, or a church, or a pation with a sea-
son of refreshing after they have been appa-
rently rejected or forgotten, these things are
freely given of God. The word freely proba-
bly expresses, not only the communication
of blessings without merit on their part, but
also the abundant measure in which they
should be dispensed; “I will love you Frez-
£y ; I will manifest my favour witha bounty
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becoming a God ; where sin has abounded on
your part in backsliding and departing from
me, my mercy shall much more abound in
passing by your transgressions, and impart-
ing every blessing which your necessities can
require; my grace like an overflowing river
or mighty stream, shall surmount every OH
stacle which your iniquities have thrown i
the way ; I will do for you exceeding abun
dantly, not only beyond what you deserve,
but also beyond what you can either ask or
think.”

The love of Jehovah must be exercised in
a manner consistent with the honour of his
other perfections; the demands of his justice
must be answered; the injuries of his law
must be repaired before mercy can be mani-
fested to a guilty world ; he therefore adds,
for mine anger is turned away from him. To
consider anger, when ascribed to God, as that
hasty, unreasonable, uncontroled passion,
which often agitates the bosom of mortals,
would be equally absurd and blasphemous;
he beholds the end from the beginning ; he fore-
sees every event which can possibly occur
either in time or eternity, and therefore can
never be taken on surprise ; he is a Being es-
sentially perfect, and therefore infinitely re-
mote from that caprice by which mortals are
governed ; but anger, when ascribed to Dei-
iy, signifies his righteous displeasure against

sin, his necessary abhorrence of it as contra-

ry to his perfections, as inconsistent with the
moral beauty of his creation, and his holy,
deliberate, unalterable determination to pun-
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ish it : the removal of his anger, therefore,
can take place only in consequence of am-
ple satisfaction both to his law and justice.
The anger of the Lord was turned away from
the ob]ccls of mercy at the death of his eter-
pnal Son in their room ; that blood which flow-
ed from his cross, washed away the guilt of
a chosen world. “\Who shall lay any thing
to the charge of God’s elect ; it is Chust that
died, yea,1 rather that is risen again.” Those
htrhtmnvs of divine wrath which threatened
their destruction, exbausted all their terrors
upon the soul of the surety ; peace and good
will are therefore proclaimed to them. For
by one offering, says the apostle, ke hath per-
fected forever them that are sanctified. "T'he an-
ger of God is turned away from the individ-
ual at the moment of his union to Jesus, and
acceptance of his covenant righteousness;
no sooner does the sinner improve by faith
the obedience and blood of the gracious I'm-
manuel, than a sentence of justification is
passed in his favour ; the Lord God who for-
merly denounced indignalion and nrath a-
gainst his crimes becowmes pacified towards
him; pronounces him perflectly accepled in
the Beloved, and gives hirn the most inviola-

ble security to future happiness and glory.

“ Ie that believeth on the Son hath e verlast-
ing life. He is no longer a stranger or for-
eigner, but a fellow-citizen with the saints
and of the household of God.” 2%¢ divine
anger is turned from a guilty, backsiiding peo-
p!e when they return in the lively exercises
of faith and humiliation. “If we confess our
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sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness. Is Ephraimmy dearson? Ishea pleas-
ant child? For since I spake against him, I
do earnestly remember him still ; therefore
my bowels are troubled for hiin ; T will sure-
ly have mercy upon him, saith the Lord.”
We learn from this passage that in the
mercy of God, through Jesus Christ, there
is encouragement for the chiefest of sinners,
for the most undeserving and hell-deserving
to return and live ; former iniquities, how-
ever enormous, present unworthiness how-
ever great, are no objection on the part of
God ; they are no obstacle to interrupt the
egress of his mercy ; the insignificance, the
abominations of the creature only serve to
heighten the glories of his grace in their for-
giveness and salvation. ¢ Let the wicked
forsake bis way and the unrighteous man his
thoughts ; let him turn unto the Lord and
he will have mercy upon him, and to our
God, for he will abundantly pardon him.”
We may frequently notice the greatest un-
worthiness, the most aggravated erimes on
the part of man, connected with the most
rich unconditional tenders of spiritual and
immortal blessings. Though ye have lain
among the pots : < although ye have been de-
based by the foulest abominations of the
flesh and spirit,” ¢ yet shall ye be as the
wings of a dove covered with silver, and her

feathers with yellow gold.” Again, Israel’s

God complains, ¢ thou hast not called upom
15%
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me, O Jacob; thou hast been weary of me,
O Israel ; thou hast made e to serve with thy
sins; thou hast wearied me with thine ini-
quities ;”” the heaviest charges are there ut-
fered against this favoured people ; crimes
multiplied in number, and aggravated in
their circumstances; they are accused of
omitting a duty the most reasonable and in-
portant ; «thou bast not called upon me,
whose favour is life, whose loving kindnesg
constitutes your happiness as individuals,
and your glory as a nation ; thou hast been
weary of me, by whom you have been ex-
alted above all kindreds of the earth with
every blessing both temporal and spiritual :
But what is the consequence? Does a right-
eous God doom them to despair, and threat-
en to heap upon them the reward of their
transgressions? No, in the plenitude of his
grace he immediately adds, “1I, even I am
hie that blotteth out thy transgressions for
mine own name’s sake, and will not remem-
ber thy sins.”

In the fifth verse the Lord God gives to
his church the assurance of a speedy return
and an abundant refreshing. I nill be as the
dew unto Israel. 'There are no objects in na-
ture by which the influences of the Holy
Ghost are more frequently represented than
the rain and the dew. ¢ He shall come down
like rain upon the mown grass; as showers
that water the earth. Awake and sing ye |
that dwell in the dust, for thy dew is as the
dew of herbs.” The natural dew descends
imperceptibly ; the eye of mortals cannot

Bl
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discover the treasures from which its drops
are derived, nor trace their passage to the
earth : their effect is obvious in renewing
the withered creation, but the manner is al-
together unknown. The dew, in this re-
spect, is a lively emblem of the divine Spir-
it in his operations. Although his effect o
the souls of his people-is obvious, enliven!
ing them when dead, enlarging them when
distressed, exciting within them holy and
heavenly dispositions, yet the peculiar man-
ner in which he produces this effect is utter-
ly unaccountable. “Who hath known the
spirit of the Lord or being his counsellor
hath taught him. The wind bloweth where
it listeth and we hear the sound thereof, but
cannot tell whence it cometh, and whither it
goeth, so is every one that is born of the
Spirit.”>  The workings of this almighty
Agent in bringing home the law for con-
vincing of sin, and the gospel for imparting
peace and consolation we can no more con-
ceive than the natural eye can discern the
drops of the morning dew. Again, the par-
ticles of dew, although small and impercep-
tible, are mmost refreshing in their tendency ;
they renew the face of nature when decay-
ed; give a fresh bloom to the grass, cause
the rose to expand its leaves and the lily to
diffuse its fragrance.  The dew, in this re-
spect, most happily represents the everlast-
ing Spirit in his effects; the moment that
his influences descend, how is the spiritual
creation refreshed and revived! All the ara-
ces of his people, which were formerly with-
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ered and drooping, flourish as an herb under
the genial dew; their smell is fragrant as
the smell of the field which the Lord has bless-
ed, and comes up wilh acceptance to God
through Jesus Christ. Again, the drops of
dew are inexhaustible; the treasures from
which they flow are not diminished by com-
munication. The dew, for this reason, is a
natural and encouraging emblem of the gra-
cious Spirit.  Although his influences have
long been descending forthesanctificationand
support of bis church, the source from which
they flow is neither exhausted nor lessened ;
they are as copious this day for the revival
of Zion at large, as when they rested in
such plenteous effusion at the feast of pen-
tecost, or for the conversion of thousands
under the preaching of Peter; they are as
free, and abundant this hour for thine estab-
lishment and enlargement, christian, as when
they early descended upon an Abel or an
Enoch, enabling them “to walk with God.
I will pour water on him that is thirsty, and
floods upon the dry ground; I will cause
the shower to come down in his season ;
there shall be showers of blessing.”

It may be here remarked that the Lord
God is a liberal giver ; he delights in opening
the treasures of his covenant, and dispensing
plenteously to the wants of his people. He
not only “ heals their backslidings, blots out
their transgressions as a thick cloud,” giving
them the free and eternal remission of their
trespasses, but descends as the dew upon their
souls, and refreshes them with the consola-
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tions of his covenant; gives them occasional
_pledges of that fulness of joy, of those endless
pleasures which are at his right hand ; he sym-
pathises with them under all their distresses ;
supports under all their difficulties, and gives
them cverlasting consolalion and good hope
through grace, amidst all the discouragements
of their earthly pilgrimage. * T'he Lordthy
God in the midst of thee is mighty, he will
save ; he will rejoice over thee with joy ; he
will rest in his love; he will joy over thee
with singing.” When the christian is straight-
ened, he is not straightened in a reconciled
God, in his promises, his covenant, his all-suffi-
ciency or willingness to bestow, but he is
straightened in himself, in hisown indolence
and unbelief. If he reccives not, it is because he
asks not ; for his covenant God ¢ is able to do
for him exceeding abundantly beyond what
lhe can either ask or think;’ his grace is a
fountain ever flowing, overflowing, and he is
glorified in communicating. “ When the poor
and needy seek water and there is none, and
their tongue faileth for thirst, I the Lord will
hear them, I the God of Israel will not {or-
sake them ; I will open rivers in high places,
and fountains in the midst of the vallies; 1
will make the wilderness a pool of water and
the dry land springs of water.”

He shall grow. 'This is the effeet immedi-
ately produced by the descent of the Holy
Ghost in his influences. T'he herb does not
more naturally revive and flourish under the
softening showers of heaven, than the church
of the living God under the conununications



178

of his grace. “They spring up as among
the grass and as willows by the water cours-
es. The wilderness then becomes a fruitful
field ; the trees of righteousness, the planting
of the Lord,” are clothed with new verdure
and beauty ; they present their blossoms and
fruit in due season. How are the souls of the
redeemed gladdened under the light of their
Father’s countenance ; they are intflamed with
more ardent love to God and more fervent
concern for his glory ; their conversation be-
comes more spiritual and edifying ; in short,
“they mount up with wings as eagles; they
run and are not weary, they walk and are
not faint.”> The christian’s growth is com-
pared to that of the Lily. Lilies abounded
much in the land of Canaan, and are repre-
sented by naturalists as a flower equally beau-
tiful to the sight and fragrant to the smell.
Our Redeemer speaking of the lily, remarks
that Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed
like one of them. 'The church and the parti-
cular christian are probably compared to the
lily in order to express their real beauty and
excellence ; to shew that however insignifi-
cant in their own esteem, or contemptible in
the esteem of the world, they are really glo-
rious in the eyes of angels and of God. Clo-
thed with linen clean and while, even the right-
eousness of Jesus their substitute, and adorn-
ed interpally with the beauties of holiness
they are pronounced ALL-FAIR and UNDEFIL-
ED ; without spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing.
“The king’s daughter is all glorious within ;
her clothing is of wrought gold.”
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And cast forth his rools as Lebanon. Al-
most every object in the natural, is employed
to represent something in the spiritual world,
The grass which grows in the field, the ros
asit opens in the garden, and the cedar whic
towers aloft on the mountain, all point out
in their turn, the christian’s progress towards
perfection. In the former part of this verse
he was represented as growing like the lily ;
mounting upward in ardour of affection, in
heavenliness of thought, and spirituality of
conversation ; rising in frequent and fervent
longings after God as his consolation and glo-
ry ; but the believer’s stability does not de-
pend so much on the warmth of his affec-
tions, or any outward attainments, as on a
downward growth in humility and seif-denial.
He is therefore said to cast forth his roots as
Lebanon, or as the cedars of Lebanon. Leb-
anon was a mountain situated to 1tie north of
Judea, and its cedars were generally known
through the eastern world ; this tree was dis-
tinguished not only by the grandeur of its
appearance, but also for solidity and strength.
It is therefore represented as a high dizplay
of Jehovali’s power that his voice breaketh the
cedars, yea the cedars of Lebanon. The so-
lidity of the cedar, however, did not depend
on its towering height or wide spread branch-
es, but rathier on the depth of its roots in the
earth ; thus the christian’s safety depends not
on the splendour of lus gifts, on the ardour
of his feelings or frames, but rather on his be-
ing rooted and grounded in Christ Jesus. « He
that trusteth on the Lord is like mount Zion
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which can never be moved.” The professor
whose growth consists in lively feelings, or
empty speculations, like a ship without bal-
last, or a building without foundation, or a
tree without roots, is liable fo be overthrown
by the first storm of temptation or persecu-
tion. There is one circumstance which it
may not be unprofitable to mention on this
part of the verse; the growth of the root is
unseen ; its progress in striking deeper and
wider through the earth isunnoticed, yet the
tree is gradually acquiring greater strength,
and preparing for resisting every outward
shock. T'his remark, if duly realised, would
tend to quiet the fears of many exercised
souls. They feel not that enlargement in
spiritual exercises; that liberty in prayer;
that fervour in meditation ; that delight in
religious company and conversation; that
joy in God through the Lord Jesus Christ which
they once experienced, they are afraid, there-
fore, that they have lost their first love; that
they are going backwards in the divine life,
if not altogether reprobates. But let me ask
thee, disconsolate christian, art thou deplor-
ing thy spiritual barrenness; art thou more
and more convinced that thy heart is deceil-
ul above all things and desperalely wicked ;
art thou gradually taught the necessity of
laying at the feet of Jesus and depending on
him daily as thy wisdom, and rightcousness,
and sanctificaiion, and redemption, then I call
upon thee not {0 sorrow as those who have no
hope ; thou art now casting forth thy rools as
Liebanon ; thou art becoming more immova-
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bly established in the offices of Christ, in the
promises of the gospel, in the everlasting cov-
enant, and thus prepared for sustaining every
outward trial. = Perhaps the christian never
giows so rapidly as when in his own opinionhe
is not growing at all; although he may be sink-
ing in his own esteem, he is rising in the di-
vine esteem by “ putting on that ornament of
a meek and quiet spirit which is in the sight
of God of great price.”

It may be remarked on this part of the
verse that the believer’s increase in holiness
and advancement to perfection is infallibly
sure. He may be liable to interruptions in
his spiritual course. The natural world fre-
quently appears decayed and barren; its
growth is checked alternately by the parch-
ing drought of summer, and the chilling blasts
of winter. The spiritual world also experi-
ences its inconveniences and injuries; {the
trees of righteousness suffer in turn from the
summer’s drought and the winters’s frost;
sometimes the refreshing influences of the
Spirit are restrained and the heavens over them
become as brass ; again, the chilling blasts of
affliction, of temptation, and persecution pass
along, their fruit then begins to languish,
their leaves fo decay, and their usual bloom
is in a great measure lost. But this interrup-
tion is only for a season. Their paths shall
again drop down [ainess ; the Sun of righte-
ousness shall revisit them with his cheering:
rays, and these trecs of God shall appear fat
and flourishing. Sooner shall the laws of na-
ture be dissolved ; sooner shall the dews of
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the morning cease to descend, or the clotids
to pour down their rain ; sooner shall the sun
cease to roll in his orbit, giving light to the
world, than a promise of the divine word fail
of its accomplishment. Yea, christian, all
these changes, however awful, shall take
place, but the love of thy promising, cove-
nanting God shall remain unchanged, eternal-
1y unchangeable. For a small moment have I
forsaken thee, merely for the trial of thy pa-
tience, and to shew thee that this world is not
thy heaven, but with great mercies will I gath-
er thee : In a litlle wralth, as a correction for
thy spiritual indolence or shameful unbelief,
«“T hid my face from thee for a moment, but
with everlasting kindness will T have mercy
upon thee.” With these promises before
thine eyes, promises firmer than the everlast-
ing hills, more immovable than the pillars of
nature, hang thy barp no longer upon the
willow ; lift up thine head with exceeding
joy, for behold thy redemption draweth nigh.
“'Thou shalt grow as the lily ; thou shalt cast
forth thy roots as the cedars of Lebanon, un-
til thou art transplanted into a better soil, a
more healthful clime, even the heavenly par-
adise, there to flourish in unfading bloom.”
His branches shall spread. 'T'bis promise,
or prophecy, may also be considered as re-
ferring to the particular christian, and form-
ing a greater security for his progress to per-
fection ; but it more probably respects the
church in general, and secures her perpetuity
and prosperity. The branches of Zion lite-
rally spread, when ber boundaries are enlarg-
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ed ; when individuals and families and na-
tions are converted to the faith of the gos-
pel. 'This promise was partly accomplished
in the earlier ages of christianity, particular-
ly in the effusion of the Holy Ghost after the
ascension of our Lord. Z%e word of God
arew mightily and prevailed : The sacred
leaven diffused its influence from heart to
heart, from settlement to settlement, from
nation to nation. “The earth was made te
bring forth in one day,and a nation was born
at once ; for as soon as Zion travailed, she
brought forth her children.” The apostles,
armed with power from on high, “ went forth
and preached every where, the Lord work-
ing with them and confirming the word with
gigns following.” T'his promise shall receive
a more illustrious accomplishment in “the
glory of the latter day.” The branches of Zi-
on shall eminently spread when the Jews shall
return to the Messiah, doing homage to him
as their Saviour and Lord; when the fulness
of the Gentiles shall come in, and the whole
earth shall be full of his glory.

And his beauly shall be as the olive tree. Na-
tural historians bave related little respecting
this species of tree, yet there are frequent al-
lusions to it in the inspired records. So far
as we can learn from sacred history, it was
distinguished by an almost perpetual verdure;
also-by the excellence and abundance of the
~oil which it produced. Israel, in the days of

her purity and glory, was pronounced a green
olive tree, fair, and of goodly fruit. Zachari-
ah represents the fwo olive lrees as standing
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upon the right and left side of the candlestick,
supplying it with oil ; and in the parable de-
livered by Jotham, the olive tree is introduc-
ed as asking, should I leave my fatness, where-
with by me they honour God and man ? The
righteous are probably compared to the olive
iree, to shew that their spiritual beauty is un-
fading ; covered with the righteousness of Je-
sus the Mediator, as with a robe, they are al-
together comely, eternally gloriousin the eyes
of God ; and supplied with oil from th_e spirit
of holiness, they continue fat and flourishing ;
they are “filled with those fruits of righte-
ousness which are by Jesus Christ to the glo-
ry and praise of God.” Their beauty is not
precarious like the flower of the field which
is suddenly blighted and withered, but like
the olive they are ever green. In prosperity
they are thankful and joyous; in adversity
they are patient and resigned. * They glo-
ry In tribulations also ; knowing that tribula-
tion worketh patience ; and patience experi-
ence, and experience hope.”

And his smell as Lebanon. The nations of
the east conversed almost universally in fig-
ure; the imagination of the speaker seizing
some outward object, employed it for ilius-
trating or enforcing the truth which he deliv-
ered. This prophet of the Lord, conforming
to general custom, communicates his message
chiefly in metaphor. He represents the chris-
lian as growing like the lily, and casting forth
his roots as Lebanon ; he compares his beau-
ty to that of the olive tree, and, in this part
of the verse, his smell to Lebanon. By his
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smell are intended his outward deportment
and conversation. As Lebanon, refreshed
with the rain or the dews of heaven, diffused
a delightful flavour through the neighbouring
country, so the christian, cherished by the in-
fluences of the Holy Ghost, abounds in every
good work ; his conduct and discourse ar
" fragrant to the spiritual senses of each behold
er; they prove an odor of a sweet smell, accept.
able to God, and profitable to men.

I cannot dismiss these verses without brief-
Iy applying them as the source of encourage-
ment under our own peculiar circumstances.
Beloved brethren, are we not chargeable with
backsliding in our holy profession? As indi-
viduals have we not come short of the glory
of God? In our baptism we were solemnly
surrendered to the Lord, we then became en-
gaged to be for him, and not for another, to
redeem our time and our talents in the ad-
vancement of his praise, but have we not
shamefully failed in performing these vows?
As families are we not verily guilty before
God? Have we been exhorting each other with
an earnestness becoming the intimacy of our
relation as husbands and wives; as parents
and children; as masters and servants; as

brethren and sisters? have we been forbear-

ing with the imperfections of each other in
dove, and thus living together as heirs of the
grace of life? Are we not chargeable, ag a
congregation, with misimproving our merci-
ful day ? We have not attended to the ordi-
nances of the sanctuary with a solemnity,
and affection becoming 4(;the majesty of their
167
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Author, or suitable to our own gpiritual wel-
fare which they are intended to promote.
Have we sat under the ministry of reconcili-
ation with a becoming faith and love, and
gratitude, receiving the message not as the
word of man, but of the living God? What,
brethren should be our exercises under thig
consciousness of guilt! Are we doomed to
sink down in despair of aremedy for our dis-
eases? “ Is there no balm in Gilead? Isthere
no physician there? Why then” should not
our kealth as a people be recovered? Must we
resume the plaintive, despondent language of
the Old Testament church when forsaken of
her God, “hast thou utterly rejected Judah?
Hath thy soul loathed Zion? Why hast thou

-smitten us, and there is no healing for us ?”’

Glory to God, there is yet hope in Israel con-
cerning our condition. The Lord God whom
we bave offended * waits that he may be gra-
cious, he will be exalted that he may have
mercy.” He is, this day, affectionately en-
treating, O Israel, return unto the Lord thy
God. He answers all doubts, he removes all
discouragements with the most gracious prom-
ise, “I will heal your backslidings, T will
love you freely, for mine anger is turned a-
way from him.” Have the heavens over us
been as brass, and the genial dews, the influ-
ences of the Divine Spirit been restrained ?
He is encouraging us -with that declaration

-of love, “1 will be as the dew unto Israel,

and he shall grow as the lily and cast forth
his roots as Lebanon.” O brethren, are not
tHise vromises full of otace entle part of a
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covenant God? Are they not rich with con=
solation to us? Are they not worthy of our
immediate, our most cordial acceptation ag
individuals, and as a society? They are alj
in Jesus Christ, yea, and in him amen, infalli-
bly sure, unto the glory of God by us ; let the
heart, therefore, of every one be stirred up
thankfully to embrace them, cordially to re-
Joice in them. The Lord God is iny witness
that I would willingly espouse you all thig
day “ to one husband, that I may present you
as chaste virgins to Christ.”  Were you con-
strained by omnipotent grace to acquiesce
in the offered terms, how glorious would Le
the occasion! Is tkere joy in heaven at the con-
version of a single sinner, what would be the
transports of its blessed inhabitants, was a
whole congregation returning and lamentin

after the Lord? How rapturously would ho-
ly angels mingle in the general triumph, and

record that ¢ this man and that nan was born.

therein. Come, brethren, and let us join our-
selves to the Lord in a perpetual covenant
that shall not be forgotten.” AmEN and A-
MEN.
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LECTURE VII

-

—

THE PARABLE OF THE RICH MAN AND
LAZARUS.

Luke XVI. 19—3I1.

There was a certain vich man, which was clothed in purple
and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day :

And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was
laid at his gate, full of soves,

4nd desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the
rich man’s talle, moreover, the dogs came and licked his
sores.

And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried
by the angels into Abraham’s bosom : the rich man also
died, and was buried ;

And in hell he lifted up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth
Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.

And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me,
and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in
water, and cool my tongue ; for I am tormented in this
Slame.

But Abraham said, Son, remember that thow in thy lifetime
recetvedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil

things ; but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented.

And besides all this, between us and you there is a great gulf

Sixed: so that they whick would pass jrom hence to you
cannot ; meither can they pass io us, that would come
Jfrom thence. ~

Then he said I pray thee therefore, father, that thou would-
est send him to my father’s house :

For I have five brethren ; that he may testify unto them, lest
they also come into this place of torment.

Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the prophets ;
let them hear them. n i

- And he said, Nay, father Abraham : but if one went unlo
them from the dead, they will repent.

And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the proph-
e;;, :zwii;zer will they be persuaded, though one rose jfrom
the dead.
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ALTHOUGH this parable is longer
than those usually delivered by our Lord,
and contains a greater variety of matter, yet
its general import is obvious, and deeply in-
teresting. It is intended to shew us the in-
sufficiency of worldly wealth to constitute a
satisfying, permanent portion for man, and
that outward indigence, although an affliction
in the present life, yet when connected with
piety is fully compensated by the joys of im-
mortality ; that riches in themselves will not
secure the possessor from the miseries of hell,
nor will poverty exclude any person from
the kingdom of heaven; that the soul upon
its dissolution from the body goes immediate-
ly either to happiness or misery, and that
where it is once adjudged there it will re-
main for ever without any future change:
The parable is also designed to instruct us
that if the present, ordinary dispensation of
mercy is not improved no other need be ex-
pected, nor if enjoyed would probably be ef-
fectual. <« If they hear not Moses and the
prophets, neither will they be persuaded
though one rose from the dead.” But in the
consideration of this as of some other para-
bles we must be contented with a view of its
general meaning, and the illustration of eve-
ry incident which it relates need not be ex-
pected. Our Saviour, while he would im-
press upon our minds the delusive nature of
temporal opulence, and that the righteous,
under whatever circumstances of outward
adversity they are placed, have a better por-
tion than this world can impart, chooses two

Necsssatl
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characters, the rich man and Lazarus, to en-
force the truth of his declaration. We are
not to econclude that such persons actually
existed, but they are introduced for the oc-
casion to urge more strongly the moral in-
tended : And probably thousands might be
found in different ages whose life and death
correspond with the general import of this
parable.

There nas a cerlainrich man. “ The earth
is the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof,” aqd
he dispenses its bounties to whom, and 1n
what measure his sovereign pleasure may
dictate. It is no doubt among the mysteries
of his providence that to sorme he communi-
cates more than heart can desire ; more than
they are capable of enjoying themselves, or
can find opportunity of distributing among
their connexions, while others are denied what
i1s comfortable, or even necessary for the
support of their lives. They have not food
which is in our estimation ‘‘convenient for
them,” nor clothes to warin their bodies, nor
houses to shelter them from the storm. And
it 1s among the still greater mysteries of di-
vine providence, that oppression and impiety
are often “ clothed in purple, and fare sump-
tuously,” while meekness, chastity, and the
fear of God are covered with rags, and stran-
gers in a greal degree to the enjoyments of
jiife. But in the communication of temporal
affiuence upon the “unthankful and the
unholy’ a sovereign God displays more illus-
triously his exceeding, abundant goodness,
and in withholding it from his favourite chil-
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dren he more eminenily f{ries their graces,
makes them feel experimentally that this
world is not their rest, and constrains them to
long for the full joys, and endless pleasures
of the heavenly state.

That wealth which a bounteous providence
bestowed upon this man he appears to have
freely used in promoting his own pleasure
and aggrandizement. FHe was clothed in pur-
ple and fine linen, and fared sumpluously cvery
day. His body was arrayed ina manner el-
egant and magnificent, and indulged with
every luxury which could minister to its com-
fort. So far as we know the sumptuousness
of bis dress and living is not mentioned to
implicate any censure. When God in his
munificence bestows upon an individual the
wealth of this world, it is lawful for him to
enjoy it in a manuer answerable to his rank.
His property is by this means circulated
among those who live by their labour; it
contributes to support the industrious part of
the community, and conduces more essen-
tially to the real advantage of society than
if his wealth was immediately given in acts
of charity. 'The guilt or the danger of per-
sons placed in circumstances of opulence
does not consist in living in a mnanner suita-
ble to their station; it rather consists in
boasting of their wealth; in despising oth-
ers who are not situated in circumstances of
equal ease and independence, in resting up-
on and rejoicing in their riches as their por-
tion, while they forget that God who is alone
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capable of satisfying the desires of the im-
morifal mind.

And there was a certain beggar, named La-
zarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores.
Solomon remarks that when “ goods increase
they are increased that eat them.” It is na-
tural to expect that they who abound in
worldly afliuence will “be given to hospi-
tality,” and ready to communicate of their
abundance for thie enjoyment of others. The
houses of such are usually frequented by
relations and acquaintances to participate
of their bounty, and thither the indigent of-
ten repair for the supply of their wants. La-
zarus, the beggar, was therelorelaid at the gate
of this rich man. The name Lazarus is of
Hebrew origin, and literally signifies to have
God for our help; to have our dependance
placed upon Jehovah as our confidence and
portion.  The consideration that he was
poor and miserable in this world, through
the sanctifying influences of the Holy Ghost,
constrained Lazarus to seek an unfading in-
heritance in the world to come. Thousands
will without doubt have reason to thank God
throuch eternity for the afflictions, and dis-
appointments, and bereavements which they
experience upon earth. Their temporal
poverty is overruled for their eternal gain,
and their temporal troubles and sorrows for
their everlasting consolation. By a succes-
sion of outward adversities they are led to
consider this life as merely a < pilgrimage ;”
to realize the emptiness and precariousness of
all its enjoyments, and to elevate their

RSN
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thoughts and affections towards heaven as
their only inheritance and home. The wid-
ow under the pressure of outward affliction
and perplexity is led to rely on Jehovah as
her Husband ; the fatherless amidst theiy
outward privations to seek the sympathi
and supports of a Father in heaven, and t
poor, and he “ that hath no helper” on ear
are driven by a blessed necessity to deper
for counsel and comfort on the Ever-livin 1
Ever-loving Jesus as a “ Friend that sticketh
closer than a brother.,” The apostle there-
fore informs us that “ God hath chosen the
poor in this world rich in faith, and heirs of
the kingdom ;” he does not choose them be-
cause they are poor, but he frequently keeps
them poor and “troubled on every side” as
this condition is most conducive to their
spiritual interests. But it may not be unsea-
sonable to remark, that neither riches nor pov-
erty ; neither prosperity nor adversity, will
be effectual to the salvation of man without
the omnipotence of free grace to co-operate
with these external circumstances, and give
the sanctified use of them. As we often see
the outwardly prosperous proud, oppressive,
arrogant, and devoted to sensual pleasure,
we frequently see those who languish in ad-
versity appearing envious, discontented, and
repining at their lot.

T'his beggar was laid at the gate of the rich
man. To the honour of the age, and more
especially of the country in which we live,
there are few who really suffer through a
want of the necessaries of life.  Charitable

17
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jnstitutions are established, and accommoda-
tions are furnished at the public expense to
supply the necessities of those who through
indisposition of body, or mental derange-
ment, are incapable of providing for them-
selves. But the poor and infirm have not
been thus favoured in every country and in
all ages. Lazarus, without ability to provide
for himself, and without support at the ex-
pense of a benevolent public, was laid at the
gale of another. Among the nations of the
east, and particularly among the Jews, jus-
tice was ordinarily administered at their
gates, and there also their charities were dis-
pensed. We are thus informed in the histo-
ry of the apostles that a “certain man lame
from his mother’s womb was carried, whomn
they laid daily at the gate of the temple which
is called Beautiful, to ask alms of them that
entered into the temple.” Agreeably to the
custom of the country Lazarus was carried
1o the gate of the rich man; perhaps Le was
conveyed there al bis own request, or per-
haps he was carried voluntarily by others
who desired to be relieved from the pain of
witnessing his distress, or the expense of min-
istering to his wants. They probably thought
that while the rich man was walking around
for his amusement, secretly congratulating
himself on the abundance of his fortune, on
the magnificence of his palace, on the sump-
tuousness of his living, and the splendour of
his equipage, his eye might possibly fasten
on this spectacle of poverty and wo ; his eye
might affect his heart ; he might perhaps be
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melted into compassion, and thus moved to
relieve him. It was natural for them to hope
that the rich man in recollecting the luxuries
of his own table, would communicate 10 on
who was destitute of a crumb to satisfy hr’
hunger, or in contemplating the costliness «
his own habitation he would pity one wt
had not a shelter from the storin, and in looig
ing at the purple and fine linen which adorn-
ed his own body, he might be induced to af-
ford a humbler galment for the man whe
wanted even a covering of rags.

The penury and wretchedness of Lazarus
were aggravated by the additional calamity
of a loathsome disease upon his body, ke was
full of sores. It is an ancient remark that
“afflictions rarely occur alone.” In the di-~
vine administration a complication of trials
is often inflicted upon the righteous at the
same time or in rapid succession to each oth-
er. One messenger had scarcely finished his
tidings of wo to the patriarch Job, until an-
other appeared for the delivery of his. By
these complicated trials, either together orin
close succession, a holy Father humbles the
children of his love ; he lays them low at
the feet of his S()V(,’lelo'nl) ;. he alienates their
affections from earth, and renders them not
merely willing, but desirous to “depart and
to be with Christ, which is far better.” < Ma-
ny are the afflictions of the righteous.” «“ We
must through much tribulation enter into the
kingdom of God.” The New-T estament
pxophet in surveying the inhabitants of the
heayenly world, represents them as ““ coming
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out of great tribulation, and washing their
robes and making them white in the blood of
the Lamb.” This heir of the everlasting
kingdom in addition to all his other afflie-
tions is full of sores. He was probably smit-
ten with a leprosy, an inveterate, and very
offensive disease, which was common in the
hot countries of the east, and this malady
probably became more malignant through
the want of suitable and seasonable relief.
How multiplied and bitter are the fruits of
our departure from the Living God! How
nameless are those diseases of body, and
those anxieties and distractions of mind to
which it exposes even the generation of the
the vighteous in their journey through the
wilderness of this world! * Man that is born
of a woman is of few days and full of trou-
ble.” Lazarus, although covered with sores,
was destitute of those enjoyments which are
essential io comfort even in the season of
health, which are doubly necessary in the
hour of adversity, and which when duly ad-
ministered tend to soften the rigour of dis-
ease, and sweeten the cup of earthly sorrow.
For it is mentioned,

'That he desired to be fed with the crumbs
that fell from the rich man’s table. 'The wants
and the wishes of man are in a great measure
regulated by his outward condition. The
hearts of the prosperous, and opulent, and
honourable almost necessarily become elat-
ed; they naturally expect great things, and
feel mortified and irritated by the least dis-
appointment in their wishes: And amidst a

me v
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cownplication of afflictions, the mind as natu-
rally becomes depressed. Stroke of adver-
sity alter stroke lends to prostrate every
“high towering imagination;” {o humble
the heart, to moderate its desires, to lower i
expeelations and aims, and prepare it for
most any degree of bereavement and humﬁ
1ation. Lamus, therefore, instead of askin,
admission into the palace of the rich man, oy
a seat at his table to share of his sumpluous
entertainment, lay with apparent contentinent
at his gate, and was willing to receive a few
crumbs as they feli from his board. The real
necessities of man are comparatively few: A
plain garment, and stimple diet, and a humble
habitation answer all the demands of our na-
ture in its primitive state. It is thre licentious-
ness of what is termed civilized life which:
has so much multiplied our wants, and render-
ed needful that varietv and sumptuousness of
meats and drinks with which our tables are
ordinarily crowded. Very probably the
erumbs which were the portion of this poor
man, relished as exquisitely to him, and with
the advanfages of a healthful body, might
have proved as nourishing as to the rich man
were all those luxuries which from day to
day were served up for his enjoyment.
‘Morcover, the dogs came and licked his sores.
Tt is the opinioil of somne that this circum-
stance is mentioned as an, alleviation of the
miseries of Lazarug, but we rather think that
it is noticed as an aggravation of his wretch-
edness, and is designed to exhibit his situa-
tion in a light more melancholy and melting.
17"‘
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As he had no house to protect him from the
storm, nor bed on which to repose his body
when tortured with disease or shivering with
cold, nor bread to allay the cravings of hun-
ger, neither was he visiled by a “ master of
the healing art” with a.tender hand to bind
up his wounds, and pour in the “oil and the
wine > The only relief of this nature which
he experienced was afforded by the dogs, the
attention of which as they passed along the
streel was attracted by this spectacle of hu-
man wo.

Let us be admonished from ihis narrative,
never to judge of the real merit or demerit
of others, nor of their standing in the divine
estimation from their outward appearance.
When we see any doomed pre-eminently to
adversity and sorrow; poor in condition,
diseased in body, destitute of friends, appa-
rently negtected and despised by all, we are
frequently rash in our conclusions relative
{o their real eharacter; we are proneto -
agine that they must have been singular
monuments of impiety, and are therefore

“mmarked out in a singular degree, as monu- ¢

ments of the divine indignation. But rea-
sonings of this nature are equally uncharita-
ble and unscriptural. -The Son of God was
perfectly holy ; he was the admiration of
angels, and infinitely beloved of the-Father,
and yet be was “oppressed and he was af-
flicted ; his visage was so marred more than
any l’rzan, and his form more than the sons of

men.” Jeremiah was a favourite prophet of
Jehovah, yet borne down by various and
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sore adversities, he exclaims, « I am the man
that hath seen affliction by the rod of his
wrath ; he hath caused the arrows of his qui-
ver to enter my reins: he hath filled me with
bitterness ; he hath mmade me drunken with
wormwood. Behold, and see, if there be
any sorrow like unto my sorrow—wherewith
the Lord hath afflicted me in the day of his
fierce anger?”’ ln looking upon the outward
condition of men, let us recollect that ¢ all
things come alike to all; that there is one
event to the righteous and to the wicked ;
that no man knoweth love or hatred by all
that is before them.” In the parable before
us we see a child of God, and an heir of glo-
ry full of sores, excluded from the society of
men ; laid at the gale of another ; depending
for a scanty subsistence, on the crumbs whick
fell from his lable ; with no covering but the
canopy of heaven; with no place of repose
but the naked surface of the earth; with no
friend to shorten the tedious hours with his
cheering conversation, or with the sympa-
thetic tear 1o sooth the anguish of his pain.
But although “ many are the afflictions of
the righteous, the Lord delivereth him out
of them all.” The body of Lazarus which
had often bleached in the wintry storm, or
been scorched under a summers sun; which
had pined alternately with hunger, or been
tortured with pain, and had now become
loathsome by disease, at last found a respite
from all its miseries, and a peaceful repose
in the arms of death. Foritis mentioned in
the following verse, and it came to pass that
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the beggar died. After his patience had ful¥
room for exercise under his diversified, and
long-continued sorrows; after the reality of
his faith was sufficiently proved by a meek,.
unmurmuring submission to the rod of his Fa-
ther, death, “Which to the ungodly, is the
*“ king of terrors,”” came to hin as the mes-
senger of consolation and peace ; it came to
inform him that his ¢ warfare was accom-
plished;” that his toils, and mortifications,
and sorrows which had beenlong protracted
were now lerminated for ever; that his
present poverty should soon be forgotten in
the possession of unsearchable riches ; that
his body whieh had been deformed and de-
graded by disease should soon slumber in
the grave, and afterwards arise to incorrup-
tion and glory, and instead of desiring to
be fed with crumbs he should < hunvex no
more, but the Lawmb in the midst of the
throne should henceforth feed him, and lead
him into living fountains of water, and God
should wipe away all tears from his eyes.
You bhave probably noticed that, although
the death of Lazarus is mentioned, there is "
no account of his burial. FHis body would
no doubt be interred for the comfort and
safety of society, yet it was probably done
with little ceremony or expense: [t is not
to be supposed that one, whose situation was
forlorn and friendless in the extreme during
his life, would receive many marks of either
respect or affection after his death. But
however neglected his body might be by
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fellow men on earth, his soul was the object
of particular solicitude to a higher order of
beings in heaven, for

He was carried by the angels into Abraham’s
bosom. It is mentioned that the deggar die
and was carried by the angels, although n
more than the soul is implied, probably t
mstruct us that the soul may be consideret
as the man, and that « it is well with us when
it is well with the soul.” The body remains
inactive ; is not susceptible either of pleas-
ure or pain from the period of death until
the period of the resurrection, and it is there-
fore comparatively a trifling consideration
where it is deposited, or in what circumstan-
ces. But the soul is a principle necessarily
active ; death, instead of suspending its ener-
gies, or interrupting its employments, only
wafts it to a region where it will have more
ample room for the expansion of its powers,
and be for ever becoming more capable of
sustaining a greater < weight of glory,” or
of reproach. It is therefore a question of
unspeakable importance to ascertain what
is to be the destiny of this intellectual, im-
mortal principle after its separation from
the body. The soul of this poor man was
carried by the angels into Abraham’s bosom.
This was a phrase common among the Jews.
‘When a person of examplary piety, and dis-
tinguished usefulness, departed from the
present world, he was represented as going
to Abrakam. In this passage there is evi-
dently an allusion to the manner in which
the Jews were ordinarily arranged at theiy
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public enlertainments. They sat, or reclined
upon couches when the person of greatest
distinction was placed at the head, and the
others, agreeably to their rank, sat in order,
each leaning gently upon the breast or bosom
of him who sat immediately above him. Thus
at the last passover which was celebrated
previous to the crucifixion, .Tolm,'the belov-
ed disciple, leaned on the breast ot our Lord
al supper. Lazarus is therefore said to be
carried to Abraham’s bosom not merely to ex-
press the certainty of his admission to the
“marriage supper of the Lamb,” but also his
high distinction in the regions of bliss; that
he had not only obtained an entrance into the
heavenly state, but was promoted to a seat
near to the “Father of the faithful.” As
there will be different degrees of glory in
the future world, these degrees will not be
conferred on account of temporal wealth, or
rank, or any other present advantages. Z%ere
are first in the possession of worldly honours,
probably first as dignitaries in the church on
earth who will be last and lowest in the im-
munites of the heavenly kingdom. In pro-
portion to that measure of grace to which any
person attains in this life wili be the measure
of glory awarded in the life to come.

It is obvious from this part of the parable,.
that the redeemed in the sanctuary above will
be brought to the most intimate acquaintance
and the most endearing communion with each
other. We are naturally formed for social
enjoyment ; the spiritual consolations of the
righteous in the present state are promoted in
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no inconsiderable degree by their occasion-

al intercourse ; by associating with each oth-

er as brethren and sisters of the same family,

and mingling their hearts and their voices in

the exercises of praise, and prayer, and famil-

iar conversation on the things which involve

their present peace and future hopes. Inthese
friendly, unreserved intercourses all their gra-

ces expand, and their hearts durn with a love
more ardent to their common Saviour, and to
each other. But the pleasures of social in-
tercourse will be inconceivably heightened in

the heavenly state, where every jar and jeal-
ousy will cease for ever; where they shall
see e¢ye Lo eye in the perception of every fruth
about which they differ in this imperfect
state ; where they shall occupy the same heav-
enly city ; encircle the same throne, and u-
nite eternally in their acclamations of grati-
tude fo him that wnshed them from their sins
in his own blood. Thus the apostle represents
the believer in his admission to heaven, as
< coming to the spirits of just men made per-
fect,” and our Saviour mentions that “many
shall come from the east, and west, and shall
sit down with Abraham, and [saac, and Jacob
in the kingdom of hLeaven.”

How great and sudden the transition expe-
rienced by Lazarus, who had long been a
spectacle of reproach and wretchedness!
Lately he was the companion of dogs, now
legions of angelsare his guides and guardians
to the regions of bliss. Formerly the damp,
cold earth was his residence, now he reposes
on the bosom of Abrahain: Then a few crumbs
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were his humble, scanty fare, now he occu-
pies a mansion in the kingdom of his Father,
and participates “fulness of joy in his pres-
ence:” “ He bungers no more, neither thirsts
any more;” he bas reached those regions
where “ God shall wipe away all tears from
their eyes, and there shall be no more death,
neither sorrow, nor crying ; neither shall there
be any more pain; for the former things are

assed away.” What emotions of wonder,
and gratitude, and joy must have transported
the soul of this beggar when, upon his entrance
within the gates of the new Jerusalem, he
contrasted the past with the present, and then
looked forward to his future, eternal pros-
pects! The toils of his earthly pilgrimage
would only serve to render more grateful his
celestial repose. KEach recollection of his
miseries in time would tend to enhance those
felicities and glories to the possessionof which
he was now brought for eternity. What songs
of thanksgiving, and praise, must have spon-
taneously bursted forth from his lips to that
marvelous, matchless, unmerited grace which
had selected as its ohject one so poor, so mis-
erable, and despised! Which had exalted him
from the open street to sit with patriarchs,
and prophets, and seraphims, and cherubims.
Believer in Jesus, what folly, what weakness
is it, to be much moved by all the poverty,
or bereavements, or tribulations which thou
art called to endure in this world! Thy pres-
ent afllictions are light and momentary, and
will hereafter be exchanged for an exceeding,
and eternal weight of glory ; and thou know-
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est not bow soon all the blessedness which
awaits thee will be fully realized. 'Thou
knowest not the year, or the month, or the
hour when thou wilt leave the horrors of this
barren, dreary, howling wilderness for that
rest, that undisturbed, unending rest which re.
mains for the people of God.

¢ But far above what eye, or ear,
Or fancy’s soaring flight can yield,
Are the rich treasures of the skies,
The glory yet to be reveal’d.

To tell of those high seats of bliss,
"The Seraph’s song imperfect proves;
"The builder is the Mighty God,

The mansions are for those he loves.”

The rich man also died. “I know,” says
the patriarch Job, appealing to Jehovah his
Creator and absolute Disposer, “1 know that
thou wilt bring me to death, and to the house
appointed for all living.” The monarch of
the grave makes no discrimination ; he recog-
nizes no distinction of age, or rank, or for-
tune, or beauty, or strength. The path of
opulence and honour, and the path of pover-
ty and obscurity lead equally to the tomb.
Where are now the heroes of ancient or of
modern times whose names spread terror
over the nations of the world in their respec-
tive ages? They have intheir turn approach-
ed and done homage before the shrine of this
king of terrors. 'The dust of a Casar and
an Alexander has mouldered, and is now min-
gled with the dust of the most insignificant
soldier who fought under their standards. As

18
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the prowess of the warrior will not appal, so
the glare of the wealthy will not dazzle the
eyes of the monarch of the grave, nor bribe
him into terms of conciliation. “ There isno
man that hath power over the spirit, to retain
the spirit ; neither hath he power in the day
of death; and there is no discharge in that
war.” Thisrich man also died. His residence
in the splendid palace is succeeded by a res-
idence in the damp and dreary vault: His
purple robe, and fine linen are exchanged for
the shroud, and that body which had fared
sumpltuously every day, mustinits turn furnish
a sumptuous feast for the worm.

How vain is it, my christian friends, to glo-
ry in any eartbly enjoyments! “Let not the
wise man glory in his wisdom; neither let
the mighty man glory in his might; let not
the rich man glory in his riches,” nor the
young man in his youth, nor the beautiful
in their elegance of form. Every conceiva-
ble advantage of this nature we must resign
at the approach of death, and as to the day
or hour of his approach we cannot form even
a conjecture. Ye sons and daughters of
~ worldly affluence, when a degree of exulta-
tion secretly throbs your bosoms; when you
are tempted to eat, and drink, and be merry,
from the consideration that you are health-
ful, and that your fortune is made, and that
you bhave many days of pleasure before you,
in such moments of exultation read over this
narrative, THE RICH MAN DIED ALSO, or that
severe rebuke of our Lord, Thou fool, this
night thy soul shall be required of thee; then
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whose shall those things be which thou hast pro-
vided ?

And was buried. It was already noticed,
that we have no account of the burial of La-
zarus. As he had few to associate with him
while he lived, there were probably few to
offer respect to his memory when dead;
“But the rich hath many friends.” "There
is a splendour about wealth which naturally
altracts the attention of the world, and col-
lects around its possessor many admirers, and
flatterers. And although nothing is mention-
ed respecting the circle in which the rich man
usually moved, yet from his distinguished
rank, and abundant fortune, and magnificent
manner of living, it is natural to conclude
that bisapparent friends would be puinerous;
and it is as natural to suppose that these up-
on hearing of his decease, would pay their
last. tribute of respect to hisearthly remains ;
in looking upon his body as it lay a lifeless
corpse, they would probably be speaking of
the respectability of that standing which he
had maintained in society ; of his generous,
hospitable disposition, of the munificence of
his table, of the poor which had been fed by
the crumbs which fell from it, and of the many
convivial hours which they had enjoyed with
him, feasting on his bounty, and entertained
with his conversation; they would probably
put on the livery of mourning ; with silent
solemnity carry his body to the repository of
the tomb; perhaps bedew it with their tears,
and return talking of the great void which
his decease had occasioned in the social cir-

A——
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cle. When a man of such opulence, and mag-
nificence gocth to his long home, it is to be ex-
pected that the wmourners will go about the
streets.

But it is very pertinently remarked by a
venerable prelate of a former age, that *“it
can avail us little to be admired where we are
not if we be damned when we ave.” In hell
he lifted up his eyes. ‘I-Jow affecting and aw-
ful the change in bis situation. Formerly he
was clothed in purple, now he is wrapped in
the flames; formerly he lived in pleasure,
now he is tormented without interruption:
And as death proved to the poor man the
conclusion of all his privations and sorrows,
it was to this rich man the termination of all
his honours and comforts, It is obvious from
this history that there is no intervening place
between this world and a future, unalterable
state. After death succeeds the judgment,
and after the judgment an unchanging, end-
less condition either of happiness or wo. e
beggar died, and was immediately carried by
the angels to Abraham’s bosom, and the other,
whose wealth was his idol, whose portion was
the present world, upon his death was doom-
ed instantaneously to hell. He fifted up his
eyes being in torments. "These eyes might
formerly have been lifted up in acts of piety ;
in prayer, in adoration, in beliolding the glo-
vy of Jehovab, as it shines throughout all his
works, in “ beholding the Lamb of God which
taketh away the sins of the world,” and all
this vengeance escaped; the soul, throngh
‘hie instrumentality of these exercises might
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have been “changed into the divine image,
from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of
the Lord.” But he refused to take the alarm
in his “day of salvation;” he slighted, per-
haps resented the importunity of preachers
as altogether impertinent, and wished to en-
Joy “a little more sleep, a little more slum-
ber, a little more folding of the hands ¢
sleep,” until from the lap of ease he drop
into the unquenchable flames. “ Ye that pu
far away the evil day ; that lie upon beds 01
ivory ; that chant to the sound of the viol;
that drink wine in bowls, and anoint your-
selves with the chief ointinents,” contemplate:
the doom of the rich man, and be admonish-
ed of your danger; “ Seek ye the l.ord
while he may be found ; call ye upon him
while he is near: Seek righteousness; seek
meekness ; it may be that ye shall be hid in.
the day of the Lord’s anger.”

In lifting up bis eyes he sceth. Abraham a-
far off, and Lazarus in his bosom. It is evi-
dent from this and other parts of divine reve-
lation, that the reprobate frons their abodes
in hell, will have a view of the redeemed in
heaven ; they will recognize their former ac-
guaintances and connexions; they will see
that fair enhkerilance which they occupy, that
throne with the Mediator to which they are
exalted to sit; that crown of righteousness
which adorns their heads ; those palms of vic-
tory which they carry in: their bhands; those
living fountains of water at which they drink
and are satisfied ; and this view of heavenl
glory will inconceivabl y aggravate their owm

18%
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misery : They will behold, high in the climes
of bliss, some who perhaps had formerly liv-
ed in the same village or town, who had at-
tended at the same sanctuary, or grew up un-
der the imstructions of the same parent or
master, and they will recollect that all this
glory which they see was once In their own
offer ; that the same robes in which they shine,
even the righteousness gf Jesus, was once ex-
hibited freely for their reception, and that
ithe door at which the others entered stood
open for their admission, but through their
indolence or unbelief all this blessedness was
lost—lost beyond the possibility of recovery.
“There shall be. weeping and gnasbhing of
teeth,” saith the Saviour to the impenitent
Jews, “when ye shall see Abraham, and
Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets in the
kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrust
out.” -

But although the rich man seeth Abraham,
it is afar off. 'The ungodly are often annoy-
ed by the righteous in this world ; they feel
under a degree of restraint in their company ;
many an inconsiderate child has felt impatient
of the discipline of a godly father ; many an
unsanctified servant has longed for the peri-
od when hLe had the prospect of being deliv-
ered from the controul and admonitions of
a holy master ; prayerless and christless hear-
ers are frequently fatigued, or even disgust-
ed with the repeated expostulations of a pi-
ous pastor who “travails as it were in birth”
for their salvation. 'The thoughtless sinner
is often ready to address his spiritual bene-
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factor in the language of Felix to Paul, “ Go
thy way for this time;” or perhaps more read-
ily to reply, “thou art an offence to me: If
I drink, if I swear, if I profane the sabbath,
if I negleet the ordinances of the sanctuary,
if I spend my evenings at the gambling table,
or in the sportive dance, and at last die as I
live, the injury is done only to myself. But
this offence will soon cease for ever. The
hour is coming when the infatuated, incorri-
gible sinner will be exempted eternally from
all the annoyance of the reproofs and entrea-
ties of their holy connexions. "T'hey will be
separated from them-as widely as hell is fromn
heaven; they will indeed behold them, but
they will bebold them, as this rich man be-
held Abraham, afar off. ™o the one class
the Judge will denounce “depart from me
ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for

the devil and hisangels;” butto the other he
" will say, “ come, ye blessed of my father, in-
herit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world.”

The next verse exhibits a very moving pic-
ture of the misery of the rich man, and bhis
expostulation with the patriarch for relief.
And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have
mercy on me, and send Laszarus, that he may
dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my
longue, for I am lormented in this flame. In
order more successfully to urge his petition,
he addresses Abraham in the tender relation
of a Father. He desired thus to remind the
patriarch that he was his son, “according to
the flesh ;” that he had belonged to the na-
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‘tion of Israel, to “whom pertained the adop-
tion, and the glory, and the covenants, and—
the promises.” Probably on this intimate
connexion with the Father of the faithful, he
had founded his hopes of future salvation.
He fondly flattered himself that, as he was
Abraham’s seed, so nearly related to one
from wheoem the Saviour was to descend, and
in whom “ all the famnilies of the earth were
to be blessed,” bLis prayer must be heard.

Father Abraham, have mercy on me ; “ while
you exult in the full fruition of celestial

bliss, cast a pitying eye upon one who is tor-
mented in the flames, and in looking down
upon 'my anguish, consider me as not merely
your kinsman, your brother belonging 1o the
same family of wan, but as your descendant,
and son by natural generation, and when you
recognize my relation to you, compassionate
my wmiseries and interpose for my relief.”
What multitudes are there who despise al}
serious 1nstruction in the season of health
and prosperity ! They scorn to subtnit to the
advices of the friends, or the ministers of re-
ligion. The most favourable opinion which

-they entertain of the christian, is, that he is

an honest, well-disposed man, but weak and
enthusiastic; that he is under the influence
of a disordered mind, a slave to imaginary
terrors, and by his unseasonable advices
would interrupt the social pleasures and
amusements of others. But, oh, how differ-
ent are their language and their conduct in
the closing scenes of life! When affliction
seizes them ; when death pours its chilling
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horrors into their consciences, and they have
the prospect of a speedy appearance before
the tribunal of their God, they revive at the
sight of a minister of Jesus; they eagerly
listen to his counsels; they solicit an inter-
est in his supplications; they will be read;
to expostulate, Father Abraham, have merc
upon me, and pray lo the Lord for me, that m_
former impieties may not be laid to my
charge. “'The harvest is past, the summer
is ended, and my soul is not saved.”

And send Lazarus, that ke may dip the tip
of his finger in water, and cool my tongue, for
1 am tormented in this flume. Men, when re-
duced to circumstances of extreme distress,
and without ability to effect their own deliv-
erance, are ready to accept relief from any
direction, or by any instrument. Lazarus
had formerly been many degrees his inferior ;
he had been lying as a suppliant at his gate,
spreading before him bis abject necessities,
and receiving with gratitude a few crumbs
from his table, but now how changed his con-
dition and his feelings! He is willing in his
turn to be prostrated at the feet of Lazarus,
and through his instrumentality to receive
a mowmentary respite of his pain. It is wor-
thy of notice that the rich man does not ask
an entire exemption from bhis present tor-
ments; he does not ask an utter escape from
the prison of hell, in which he was now shut
up; he was probably sufliciently acquainted
with the divine purposes to know that this
was impossible ; he knew that his condition
was finally and everlastingly fixed, and that
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there remained for him nothing but a  cer-
tain fearful looking for of judgment and
fiery indignation:” He only expostulates for
a temporary abatement of his misery. How
is it to be deplored, deplored with tears, that
rational man will not take warning in season,
and “flee from the wrath to come!” For-
merly all the angels were ready to become
“ ministering spirits” to him in every distress
and danger, now he would fondly accept the
interposition of a feeble mortal: Formerly
the “river of life” rolled plenteously before
him, and he was invited, and entreated to
arise, and drink, and live for ever, now he
supplicates for a drop of water to cool his
tongue amidst the torinent of the flame:
Once unending glory and happiness were of-
fered to him—offered “ without money or
price,” now he would willingly obtain the
mitigation of his misery for a single moment.
How desperate the deceitfulness; how mourn-
ful the infatuation of the heart of man, that
he will not secure in season the “ things which
belong to his peace!” < The stork in the
heaven knoweth her appointed time; and
the turtle, and the crane, and the swallow,
observe the time of their coming,” but man
wastes in insensibility and sloth his golden
opportunities of mercy ; he dreams of peace
and safely until sudden destruction cometh
upon him, and in Aell ke lifteth up his eyes be-
ing in lorments. O sinner, recollect that
NOW is the accepted time; NOW is the
day of salvation. :
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¢ See, Jesus stands with open arms,
He calls, he bids you come ;

Sloth keeps you back, and fear alarms,
But see, there yet is room.

i P

In him the Father reconcil’d,
Invites your souls to come;
The rebel shall be call’d a child,
And kindly welcom’d home.

O come, and with his children taste
"The blessings of his love,

‘While hope attends the sweet repast,
Of nobler joys above.”

I —
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LECTURFE VIIL

—) & e

THE SAME PARABLE CONTINUED.

W E havebeenoccupiedincontemplating
the torments of the rich man in hell, and his
application to Abraham to interfere in his be-
half. In the twenty-fifth verse, which we
now . proceed to illustrate, we have the re-
spectful, yet discouraging reply which the
patriarch returns to bim.  Bul Abraham said,
Son, remember that thou in thy life time recetv-
edst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil
things ; but now he 1s comjforted, and thou art
tormented. Son, remember. 'The patriarch
still recognizes the tender relation which had
formerly existed between them ; he acknowl-
edges him amidst all the degradation and
wretchedness of his present condition fo be
hisdescendant by natural generation, his “kins-
maun according to the flesh.” We ought never
to be ashamed of our relations, nor disown
the natural ties by which we are connected,
however obscure their outward condition, or
evenhowever impure or irreligious their lives,
Parents cannot controul the destinies of their
children, nor reclaim thein from the paths of
impiety and vice ; the devout sister cannot by
all her importunity recover from “the error
of his ways” a profligate brother, although
his soul may appear dear to her as her own.
It is Jehovah’s prerogative to enlighten the
blinded understanding ; fo startle the seared
conscience ; to soften the obdurate heart; to
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sanctify the impure aflcctions, and rescuc a
sinner from the “bondage of corruption into
the glorious liberty of the sons of God.”

But the recollection of that intimate rela-
tion which had once existed does not move
- the patriarch to sympathize with this man in
his misery, nor question the rectitude of the
divine procedure in those sufferings which he
was now doomed to endure. The righteous
will hereafter acquiesce fully in the condem-
nation of those who remain incorrigible in
their trespasses, however near the relation
which now binds them together. In love to
God, and in zeal for his glory, all other con-
- siderations will be completely absorbed. The
holy parent will acquiesce in the reprobation
of the most beloved son who deliberately
“ hardened himself against God,” and the
faithful, affectionate pastor will justify the
Judge in passing sentence against those very
hearers for whose salvation he was once wil-
ling “1o endure all things.” Abrabam who
upon earth had frequently and fervently ex-
postulated, O, that Ishmael might live be-
fore tliee; that all who are mine by natural
may be thine by spiritual generation,” now
sternly replies, Son, remember that thow in thy
life time reccivedst thy good things; * Jesus
the sinner’s friend often called, but thou didst
refuse; he stretched out his hand with the
sceptre of peace, but thou wouldest not be
persuaded to regard, and now thou art suffer-
ing that death which is the proper wages of
sin:” and the same apostle who in the ardour
of his spirit exclaimed, “my heart’s desire
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and prayer to God for Israel is that they may
be saved ; I could wish that myself were ac-
cursed from Christ for my brethren, my kins-
men according to the flesh, could dfterwaids
say, I would they were cven cul off which
trouble you ; If any man love not the Lord
Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema Marana-
tha: If he deliberately shuts his eyes against
that light which dissipates the gloow of the
grave, and irradiates the path fo immortaiity,
then let his choice be given him ; let him sink
into the blackness of darkness for ever: If he
spurns the only remedy which is provided
for the malady of sin, a remedy provided at
an infinite expense, even the death of the
Lord of life, then let him languish eternally
in his diseases.” Actuated by the same spir-
it Abrabam here replies, “ Son, remember’
that thou in thy life time receivedst thy good
things ; it was thy high privilege to be de-
scended from the Jewish nation, to whom
were early committed the oracles of God
when other nations were left without vision
and without hope; a gracious God spared thee
in life, and poured profusely into thy lap the
bounties of his providence. Placed in cir-
cumstances of outward aflluence and ease,
thou wast relieved from the perplexing eares
and occupations of the world, and favoured
with every opportunity of reading Moses and
the prophets, and directing thy thoughts to a
future world: But all this profusion of the
divine goodness did not lead thee to repent-
ance ; thou didst sit down contented with the
stream to the neglect of Jehovah the ever-
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living, all-satisfying portion of the immortal
mind: Those hours which ought to have been
occupied in direct actsof devotion to thy Cre-
ator, or in exhorting others to fear, and love,
and serve, and worship him, were wasted in
carnal merriment and festivity with thy com-
panions in sin: Amidst repeated admonitions
of the word ¢ that a mman is not profited if he
should gain the whole world and lose his
coul,” thou didst walk in the way of thine
own heart, and didst say to thy soul, take
thine ease, until now the nay of salvation is
succeeded by the n1caT Of despair, that long,
and sullen, and impenetrable night, the gloom
of which will be cheered by the dawn of no
morning of hope: Son, remember these
things, and be silent; arraign not the con-
duct of almighty God, but acknowledge that
he is just in all the wrath which bLe is now
pouring upon thee : Every transgression and
disobedience must receive a just recompence
of reward ; the honours of divine justice re-
quire that he who, being oftenreproved, har-
deneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed,
and that without remedy.

The soul in the future state will have a
full recollection of all the incidents of the
present world, and the various changes
through which it passed : So immensely will
its powers be enlarged upon its separation
from the body, that it will be capable of ta-
king a prompt and comprehensive review of
all that occurred during its continuance upon
earth, of the mercies bestowed, of the instruc-
tions which were heard, and of all the oppor-
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tunities of receiving or imparting good which
were enjoyed. This recollection of the past
on the part of the redeemed will call forth
louder anthems of praise to the riches of the
grace of that Jesus who forgave all their ini-
quities ; who cleansed them from all their im-
purities ; who supported them under all their
discouragements, and through all their tribu-
lations brought them to the enjoyment of
eternal glory. And this recollection of “for
mer things” will enhance the misery of the
damned. [t will eternally prove to themn a
fresh remembrancer of the good which they
once enjoyed, and of the happiness which
they might have attained, but is now lost for-
ever. In proportion, therefore, as the mer-
cies of any are muitiplied in the present state;
in proportion as they are distinguished with
the bounties of eommon providence or the of-
fers of special grace will their torment be en-
hanced, if these good things ave either slight-
ed or contemned. None will drop so deep
into the gulph of perdition, and with such ac-
cuinulated wo upon their headg, as they whe
drop into it from the summit of terrestrial
greatness, where tlieir spliere was extended
for advancing the glory of their God, and
the advantage of their generation. “I'hat
servant, which knew his Lord’s will, and pre-
pared not himself, neither did according to
ais will, shall be beaten with many stripes,”

And likewise Lazarus received cvil ihings,
but now he is comforted. 1t is justly remark-
ed “that all the afflictions of the righteous
are not hell, yet they are all the hell which
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they shall ever suffer.”” Their trials are
multiplied in this world. < Whom the Lord
loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every
son whom he receiveth.” T'he children of
adoption are languishing sometimes through
pain of body; sometimes through poverty
of lot, and the want of ¢¥en the necessaries
of life ; sometimes thrqﬁgh reproach from a.
censorious, or persecution from gn ungodly
world: Their outward afllictions are aggra-
vated by inward bereavements and disgour-
agements.. The light of the divine counte-
nance is occasionally withdrawn; those com-
munications of covenant mercy which con-
stitute the christian’s highest joy are sus-
pended; corruption is permitted to rage and
for a season to triumph over the principle
of grace, and their heavenly Father with his
own hand apparently ¢ seeks to slay them.”
These are evil things which all the genera-
tion of the upright must expect in some de-
gree- to endure in this state of discipline.
By these repeated and sore adversities the
sovereignty of God is displayed, the evil of
sin, the parent of all suffering, is experi-
mentally felt, the power of every lust is
more completely mortified, the triumphs of
grace are more ilustriously exhibited, the
message for their departure from this world
is more welcomely received, and the joys of
the next world are heightened. The bosom
of Abraham would afford-a more soft repose
to- Liazarus, when contrasted. with the open
street where he once lay exposed to all the
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inclemencies of the season: Those rivers of
pleasure which roll perennial “from the
throne of thé Lamb,” would be relished
more exquisitely when he recollected his
former penury and want, and the commun-
ion of saints and angels imheaven would re-
ceive an additional delight from the consid-
eration that, owing to the indigence and ob-
scurity of his lot, he had been exclud‘t_ad from
the society of man upon earth. < Sing un-
to<the Lord, O ye saints of his, and give
thanks at the remembrance of his holiness’?
and in the anticipation of eternal bliss: “ For
his anger endureth but fora moment; 1n his
favour is life ; weeping may endure for a

.night, but joy cometh in the :mnorning.” Thy

covenant God who in the mysteries of his
providence maketh sore in this world, will
bind up all thy wounds in the next: In a lit-
le wrath he may hide his face from thee, and
even smile thee for amoment, but with everlast-
ing kindness will ke have mercy upon thee. Un-
der the pressure of any or all thine afflictions
aim at singing of the mercies of Jehovah;
unite in the elevated strains of the once mil-
itant, but now triumphant psalmist of Israel,
““ thou which hast shewed me great and sore
troubles shalt quicken me again, and com-
fort me on every side; Thou wilt shew me
the path of life; in thy presence is fulness
of joy; at thy right hand are pleasures for
ever more.”

In the next verse another reason is offer-
ed by Abraham, why the request of the rich
man could not possibly be answered. And

e
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besides all this, between us and' you there is «

great gulph fixed; so that they which would

pass [rom hence lo you, cannol; neither can they

pass lo us, that would come from thence. «« Wa-

ving the consideration that thou didst refuse

to enter, while the door of mercy stood o-

pen, or to put on the garment of salvation

when it was brought near in the ministry of
the word, all intercourse between our place
of abode and your’s is prohibited ; between
us and you there is a greatl gulph fixed. By
this gulph we may probably understand: the
purpose and oath of the eternal, unchanging
God. It is his decree, and his declaration
that ¢« whatsoever a mana soweth, that shall
he also reap: that he that soweth to his flesh,
shall of the flesh reap corruption, but that
he who soweth to the Spirit, shall of the Spir-
it reap life everlasting.” And in death ev-
ery man goelh to his own place for eternity.
"The unbelieving and the abominable then
go. away into everlasting punishment, and
the righteous into life eternal. The word
and the purpose of God secure to the inhab-
itants of heaven the endless duration of their
blessedness ; and these seal to the damned
the endless duration of their torments. Thus
after the wise virgins went in with the Bride-
groom to the marriage, the door was shut;
all intercourse between the just and the un-
just was instantly and utterly suspended.
¢« He that is unjust,” at his translation from
this world, “let himn be unjust still; and he
that is filthy let him be filthy still”’ is the un-
alterable decree of heaven, 'T'hen the great
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gculph beilween the state of wrath, and the

state of recanciliation is fixed, so that they

who wowld pass to and from cannot. They

who are “enemies to God by wicked works,”

and they who are reconciled to bim in their

heart, and devoted to him in their lives, min-

gle promiscuously in this wor.ld; b_y.those

cominon interests, natural, social, civil and
religious, which now connect them, they are

frequently brought together ; they meet and’
deliberate and decide, but herealter all the

kindreds of the human kind will constitute

two vast congregations; they will be col-
lected into the apartinents assigned for them
in the dominions of God, and when once sep-
arated, shall meet no more for ever. Hav-
ing served different masters, and promoted
different inferests, and placed their affections
on different objects in time, their destinies
will be different ithrough the ages of eterni-.
ly. :

In the next verse another petition is pre-
sented to the patriarch. Then he said, Ipray
thee therefore, [ather, that thow wouldest send
him to.my father’s house : For I have five breth-
ren ; that he may lestify unto them, lest they
also come into this place of torment. Thisnis-
erable man still addresses Abraham by the
endearing appellation of father: He would
thus remind himn again of that near relation:
which formerly existed between them, and,
it possible, move the- patriarch to sympa-
thize with him in-his distress. Men are at
no less for either suitable expressions or ar-
guments for prosecuting their plea when they
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really feel their wretchedness, and are ear-
nest to obtain relief. [If one application is
recisted, they will make a second ; if onear-
gument does not prevail with the person
whom they approach, they will make the ex-
periment of anotber. Many offer as an a-
pology for the neglect of devotion in their
families that they cannot pray, but the duty
is omitted because they will not pray ; where
the heart is deeply affected, language will
not be wanting. Did we ever behold a beg-
gar, who has the ordinary use of speech, ap-
proach the gate of a rich man, and want
words to express his desires? When the soul
is deeply affected with its miseries, the
tongue rarely fails to be eloquent. 1 pray
thee to send Lasarus to my father’s house, for
1 have five brethren, that he may testify unto
ithem, lest they also come into this place of lor-
ment. It is a question which has been often
agitated, whether this petition was suggest-
ed by motives of compassion to himself, or
of compassion to his brethren; or whether
emotions of disinterested benevolence are
felt in the regions of despair. It is not, how-
ever, probable that the generous impulse of
pity can be cherished in the place of torment,
There the wretched inhabitants are both
haleful, and hating one another. As their bo-
soms rankle with enmity the most malig-
nant against God the fountain of excel-
lence, they ecannot be supposed to cherish
the feelings of disinterested friendship or
good will towards man. This desire that
warning might be given was probably dic-

\
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tated by a regard for himself, by an appre-

hension that his own torment would be aug-

mented by their presence. Their ﬁppe'n-

ance in hell would bring fresh to his remem-

brance the scenes of lhﬂ pxesent world ; «the

good things” which he had enjoyed but pros-
tituted upon his lusts ; the overtures of mer-
¢y which had been made to him, but either
dlsxeﬂrmded through sloth, or derided thro’

a hardihood in xmplety, or it may be that
he had formerly encouraged them in their
courses of iniquity; he had perhaps spent
their social hours in ridiculing all religion
as an empty delusion ; either as a visionary
dream, or the artful impostors of priests to.
answer their own mereenary purposes. He
had probably entertained them at his sump-
tuous table, regaling them with his wines,
amusing them with his wit, and employ-
ed those convivial hours in recommend-
ing them to take their enjoyment in this
wonld, and not be anxious about futurity;
and he apprehended that these brethren, up-

on meeting him in hell, would charge him
with their damnation, andghus 'xg;_r,mvate his
torment. The f{riends of the Saviour who
are acquainted on earth; who cordially u-
nite in the service of theu common Master ;

who associate intimately in the duties ofle-
ligion either private or public, and are thus
mshumental in cherishing the graces, in al-
leviating the burdens, and drying up the
tears of each other, wnll lecollect this ac-
quaintance in heaven, and this recollection
will sweeton their fellowship in theiv Fa-
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ther’s kingdom. Mow delightful then will
be the communion of those who savingly
‘*“ minister, and ave ministcred unto” upon
earth, and of those who bad occasionally con-
vened to devise measures for advancing the
interests of their Redecmer and Lord. What
joy must have mutually transported tie ho-
soms of the Evangelist Pinlp, and the Eu-
nuch from Ethiopia upon their meeting in
heaven, and rememberving the scenes of Ga-
za ; or of Peter, and James, and John, and
Moses, and Eias when they recollect the
glovies of L'abor, and their impassioned inter-
¥iew on that consecrated spot, respecting
“ihe decease which should be accomplishied
at Jerusatein!” On the other hand, they who
on earth are companions in impiety, and af-
terwards die without repentance will recol-
lect in hell their former acquaintance, the
evenings which they had spent in drinking,
in rioting, in reveliing, and other carnal gra-
tifications, and this recollection will render
their pains more poignant. < When partners
in sin become sharers in sorrow, as tares
bound in bundles for the fire, they will prove
a terror to each other.”

But this request of the rich man is also de-
nied on the part of the patriarch. Abraham
saith unto him, they have Moses and the proph-
els ; let them hear them. T'he gospels of the
evangelists, and the epistles of the different
apostles Liad not been furnished at that time
for the edification of the church, and the pat-
riarch mentions the Old T'estamentasaflording

to the humble enquirer a sufficient guide for "
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salvation. Zhey have Moses who in his Jaw
has testified of the Saviour ; who has record-
ed for the instruction and consolation of man-
kind, the promise which was promulged in
paradise immediately aflter the entrance of
sin, that “the seed of the woman should bruise
the head of the serpent :” your brethren have
also the prophels, a succession of “holy men
of God,” who were raised up from age to age
during the Jewish dispensation, to “ foretell
more clearly the sufferings of Christ, and the
glory that should follow ;” these by the aids
of divine inspiration foresaw that Sun of
righteousness which should arise, and diffuse
light, and healing, and joy among the nations.
Some of these inspired messengers foretold
the time, and place, and circumstances of the
Saviour’s birth ; others the manner of hislife,
and others the sufferings of his death, with
that “eternal redemption,” which he should
obtain for the iniquities of man; that he
should “ finish the transgression, and make
an end of sin, and make reconciliation for
iniquity, and bring in everlasting righteous-
ness.”  This law of Moses and these writings
of the prophets are accompanied with evi-
dence of their divine origin, too luminous to
be resisted ; and have been effectual to the
salvation of thousands and millions—have
been to them the source of joy in sorrow, of
glory in reproach, of support in difficulty,
and of confidence and triumph in death.—
These writings they posses in their own hous-
es, in their own language, and in this respect
# the stock of Israel” to which your brethren
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belong, are exalted above every other people
under heaven. '

Let them hear them ; Liet them read them
daily and diligently in their families ; let them
altend at the synagogues where these sacred
books are explained and enforced every sab-
bath ; let them believe the doctrines which
these writings reveal, and reduce to practice
those duties which they enjoin. 'These are
“all given by inspiration of God, and are pro-
fitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness ; that the man
of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished
unto all good works.” These living oracles
let them frequently-read ; on these let them
carefully reflect, and be regulated in every
part of their conduct by this perfect standard
of righteousness. Such is the injunction of
that God, by whose authority Moses and the
prophets have written. “ These words which
T command thee shall be in thine heart ; and
thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy
children, and shalt talk of them when thou
sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest
by the way, and when thou liest down, and
when tliou risest up.” Let your brethren
imitate the example of Jeremiah an eminent
prophet of their own nation, “thy word was
found of me, and I did eat it, and it was 10 me
the joy and rejoicing of my heart.”

It may be naturally inferred from this pas-
sage, that the scriptures diligently read and
heard, are the principal and permanent means
employed by the living God for promoting
the salvation of men. He “magnifies his

20
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word” for accomplishing this infinitely im-
portant work “above all his name.” They
who are born again are usually born not of
corruplible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word
of God which liveth and abideth for cver. 1In
the devout, diligent perusal of this inspired
record the Spirit of holiness convinces the
unconvinced ; converts the unconverted ; in-
fuses life into the spiritually dead, and intro-
duces into the liberty of a son, the captive
of corruption. “The law of the Lord is
perfect, converting the soul; the festimony
of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple ;
the statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing
the heart ;” and in reading and “ keeping his
commandments, there is great reward.” We
offer not to limit in his operations that Being
who works as an absolute, independent Sove-
reign; who may at his pleasure step aside
from his ordinary course, and arrest a thief up-
on the cross, or a Saul on his road to Damas-
cus, breathing out threatenings and slavughter
against the disciples of the Lord; but thisisuot
the usual mode of calling into his covenant
the objects of his everlasting love. The Is.
raelites were supported by miracle in the
wilderness; “their raiment waxed not old ;”
the heavens rained down manna to feed them,
and the rock poured forth its living streams
to give them drink ; but who in the exercise
of his reason expects an ordinary supply
in this manner, and equally inconsistent is it
to expect salvation while we neglect those
means which are divinely appointed for pro-
moting oursalvation. “Faith cometh by hear-:
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ing. We have a more sure word of prophe-
sy, whereunto ye do well that ye take heed,
as unto a light that shineth in a dark place,
until the day dawn, and the day-star arise in
your hearts.”

Again, we are taught from this verse that
each part of divine revelation is profitable,
and ought to be conscientiously inproved by
us. It is the opinion of some that, since the
intraduction of the New-Testament writings,
the use of the Old is superceded; that since
the body, even Christ, is exhibited to our view,
there is no necessity to be looking after the
shadow. It is readily acknowledged that the
scriptures of the Eivangelists and A postles pos-
sess advantages recownmending them to our
perusal beyond the' writings of Moses and
the prophets.” The former relate as literal-
ly accomplished events which the latter mere-
ly predicted. In the one we have only the
type, but in the other the antitype, “even the
Lamb. of God” as actually incarnate, and cru-
cified, and risen, and ascended and consecra-
ted “the Head over all things to the e¢hurch
which is his body.” Yet we are not to con-
clude that the Old-Testament has become
useless because of the ciearer light which is
ushered in by the New. Ivery part of scrip-
ture is given by divine inspiration, and is
profitable for the edification of the church.
And the consideration is worthy of our at-
tention that the Saviour referred immediate-
ly to the Old-Testament for proof that he
was really the Messiah whom the Fathers had
expected, “Beginning at Moses and all the
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prophets he expounded in all the scriptures
the things concerning himself.” How much
does the evidence of our religion brighten
when we consult the prophesies Qf the ancient
seriptures, and then look at their completion
in the advent of Messiah for the redemption,
and the descent of the Holy Ghost for the re-
generation and sanclification of his people!
How is our faith confirmed, and our souls an-.
tmated to remain stedfast amidst perils, or per-
secutions, or disappointments when we read
the history of Israel; their deliverance from
an intolerable oppression in Egypt, their mi-
" raculous preservation in passing the red sea,
the repeated disappointment of their fears du-
ring their travels in the wilderness, and their
triumphant enfrance into the Canaan whiech
was promised to their fathers! How replete
with “reproof, with correction,and instruction
in righteousness” are the Psalms of David,
this narrative of his alternate fears and hopes,
and joys, and sorrows! How are we admon-
ished by the bistory of Jonah to discharge
with promptitude and fidelity every incum-
bent duty, regardless of consequences; and
how does the same Listory exhibit tlie infi-
nifc forbearance of a covenant God in ¢ pass-
ing by the transgressions of his people ! that
although “in a little wrath he may Lide his
face from them for a moment, yet with ever-
lasting loving Kkindness he will have mercy
upon them.” Hoses and the prophels ought
therefore to be read. “ VWhatsoever things
were writien aforetime were written for our
learning, that we through patience and com-
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fort of the scriptures might have hope.” Ev-
ery part of the inspired volume is alike heav-
enly in ifs origin; ought thankfully to be
received, and diligently read. And in read-
ing the law of “Moses and the psalms, and
the prophets” thousands who are yet on earth,
and thousands already in heaven were first
brought 1o a saving knowledge of the truth,
and afterwards “ filled with joy unspeakable.”
The thirtieth verse presents  to us the per-
severing importunity of the rich man in his
application to the patriarch.  And he said,
nay, father Abraham, but if one went unto them
from the dead, they will repent. Man, partly
through ignorance, and partly owing to the
vanity of his mind, is ever prone to devise
other methods of salvation than.a sovereign
God has thought proper to appoint. He thus
erects his own will and wisdom in opposition
to the will and wisdom of alinighty God.
"T'he Syrian Leper rejected with indignation
the direction given him by the prophet “to
wash in Jordan seven times” that he might
“ he made clean.” “ Are not Arbana, and
Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all
the waters of Israel ! May I not wash in them
and be clean? So he turned, aad went away
in a rage.” IHow often does man, in the
blindness and obduracy of bis heart, contemn
those ordinances which Jehovah has institu-
ted as means of conversion and salvation!
He isready to ask “ where is the advantage
of searching the seriptures at home, and at-
tending at the temple from Sabbath to. Sab-
bath to hear them explained ! What connez-~
20%
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ton is there between these services, and the
translation of the soul from spiritual death
to the life of God and of glory ? What is the
advantage of the sacramental water in bap-
{ism! What connexion is there belween the
application of this element to the. body' and
the remission of sin, or the separation of the
soul from its pollutions? Or what profit is
there in the ordinance of the holy supper!?
YWhat can be the tendency of a little bread
or a little wine for twparting consolation to
the heart, or promoting its nourishment to
iife everlasting P> 'T'hese ecarnal, presumptu-
ous enquiries which are often proposed by
the sinner arise from his ignorance of a single
truth which is founded in reason, and confirm-
ed by divine revelation that “all things are
of God.” Without his blessing co-operating
no means will be effectual for accomplishing
the end intended. Bread will not nourish
the body without his blessing ; water will not
quench our thirst without his blessing ; med-
icine will effect no cure upon the diseased
without his blessing: But with his blessing
giving efficacy to his own ordinance the wri-
tings of “ Moses, and the prophets,” careful-
1y read or heard, “are able to make us wise
unto salvation through faith which is in Christ
Jesus.” We never heard that a sinner was
awakened to saving repentance by the ap-
earance of another from the dead, the method
suggested by this deluded man, but by the
instrumentality of the ““holy scriptures,” the
ordinance prescribed by a sovereign, gracious
God, millions have been brought to faith,




235

and repentance, and pardon, and eternal glo-
ry.
But although many are the devices of 3

man’s heart, the counsel of the Lord, that shalj

stand. His purposes cannot bend to gratify

the pride or the caprice of mortals. If we

contemptuously slight his institutions, or pre-

sumptuously follow schemes of our own con-
triving, then disappointinent must be our
doom. Abrabam therefore said unlo him, if
they hear not Moses and the prophets, ncither
will they be persuaded though one rose_from the
dead. “'I'here,” the patriarch may be consid-
ered as saying, “there successive witnesses
appear; each in bis own age concurring with,
and confirming the testimony of those wha
had preceded bim; they were all holy men
of God who spake as they were moved by the
Holy Ghost, and proved that their commis-
sion was from heaven, not only by the purity
of the doctrines which they proclaimed, but
by the variety and lustre of the miracles which
they wrought; these men thus armed with
divine authority and uniting their testimony
have announced to your brethren, and to the
world that with the Lord there is mercy, and
with him is plenteous redemption ; that he
has no pleasure in the death of the wicked,
but would rather that he turn from his wick-
ed ways and live : These holy men also unite
in denouncing the terrors of divine wrath
against the obstinate and unbelieving ; that
though hand should join in hand the wicked
shall not pass unpunished. Thus explicit,
and aw{ul, and animating is the message not
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merely of one man, but of a series of men
of a succession of prophets who appeared in
different and distant ages from Moses to Ma-
lachi, and would a messenger rising immmediate-
ly from the dead probably be more successful
in expastulating with sinners to return and
live? Could any argument calculated to hum-
ble the proud, or encourage the penitent be
offered by a new messenger which has not
been already proposed by these men of God
before him, and employed by them with all
the earnestness which zeal for the glory of
their Master, or solicitude for the salvation
of men could inspire ! Ef your brethren were
disposed. to doubt the reality of a future
> world, of either rewards or puuishwents, how
readily might they pronounce such a messen-
ger from the dead as an impostor, and his
message as a dream and delusion? If they
regard not Moses who moved in a station so
prowioent, who was always surrounded by
multitudes ready to examine his conduct, and
to expose the very shadow of intrigue or im-
posture ; if they regard not Jeremiah and
Daniel, and other prophets, who “ for the tes-
timony of Jesus” were thrown into dens, and
" prisons, and flames, is it to be supposed that
they would believe the warnings of a solitary
messenger, and he appearing only for a.mo-
ment. If the voice of two, or ten, or twenty
admonishing your brethren to flee from the
wrath to come ; warning them that their me-
riment is madness; that their carnal pleasures
without speedy repentance and reformatios:
must issue in eternal pain; if the voice of all
these witnesses,respectableintheirstandingand

-;
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competent in their numbers, is regarded with
mockery and scorn, is it rational to suppose
that the appearance of a person unknown,
and of suspicious character, would be effec-
tual for rousing them to a consideration of
their danger. Your brethren therefore neeq
expect no other means of instruction, no otl
er offers of reconciliation than they are noy
enjoying. If they in contenpt altke of mer-
cies and judgments trifle with the ordinary
methods which the great God employs for
the-salvation of the sinner, he is not obliged
to depart from his usual course, and resort
to a miracle. Let these your five brethren,
therefore, and all others who are yet “ pris-
oners of hope” walk in the light of revelation
which shines so clearly around them. 'They
possess a sufficiency of evidence that the
Lord God ¢ will render to every man accor-
ding to his deeds,” and if amidst entreaties
and admonitions so pointed and repeated
“ they do not obey the truth, but have pleas-
ure in unrighteousnes,” their final doom is
explicitly foretold ; they must be tormented
in the same flames with yourself, and there
will be none to pity them, or ininister to their
relief.”

How would my soul rejoice if I could ap-
ply this parable for awakening the gospel de-
spiser to a conviction of his guilt, and an ap-
prehension of his danger! Wherever welook
around, what multitudes may be seen who
neglect and despise the instituted ordinances
of religion! They have Hoses, and the propl-
ets, and the Son of God who hath spoken ta



238

the world in these last days, but rarely read

them. They bave temples of devotion in

every direction, but they will not submit to

the trouble of entering them. They have

seen one zising from the dead, even the Lord

of glory who was delivered for our offences,
but do they believe his message, or obey his
eommands! “ 0, ye sons of men, how long
will ye love vanity !’ Ye who are my “Kins-
men according to the flesh,” how long will ye
follow after the shadows of time to the neglect
of the realities, the infinitely interesting re-
alities of eternity ! In the parable which has
been now illustrated the rick man is speaking
to you from the midst of the flames; he in-
forms you from his own dreadful experience
that there is a hell ; and that its torments are
exquisite and intolerable ,will you not be en-
treated to flee from this wrath? “ We are
ambassadors for Christ, as though God did
beseech you by us; we pray you in Christ’s:
stead, be ye reconciled to God.”

"1.)




