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SERMON.

Luke 11. 10, 11.

And the angel said unto them, fear not ; for, behold,
I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall
be unto all people : For unto you is born this day,
in the city of David, a Saviour which is Christ
the Lord.

THESE verses contain the message which
was delivered by an angel to the shepherds on the
plains of Bethlehem. The messenger was indeed
illustrious, but the personage, whose nativity he
came to announce, infinitely surpassed him both
in lustre and excellence. Sometimes the messen-
ger reflects honour on the message which he is
employed to communicate, but in the present in-
stance all the glory was reflected from the mes-
sage upon the messenger. Indeed, neither man,
nor angel, nor arch-angel, nor any created intelli-
gence, however lofty his nature or high his des-
tiny, can disclose any thing relative to the person,

‘or undertaking, or offices, or salvation of Messi-

ah without receiving an honour altogether above
his rank ; because there cannot be even a com-

arison between the dignity of a created being,
and of that God who is Uncreated; between the
loftiest seraph, or cherub, and the eternal Son,
who is, both in nature and office, over all, God
blessed for ever : King of kings and Lord of lords.
When the angels draw near him to beliold his glo-
ry they first cover their faces with their wings :
when they engage in exercises of immediate
homage, they cast their crowns at his feet, and if
smotions -of envy were ever felt in the bosoms
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of these unrevolting spirits, they must have been
felt by the other angels when Gabriel, although
their chief, was honoured to be the first intelli-
gencer of the Saviour’s appearance on earth.

There is something unusually impressive and
interesting in the very manner in which this mes-
sage was delivered, and although the preacher’s
eloquence was the eloquence of Heaven, yet it
is obvious that he laboured for language to ex-
press the mighty theme. Behold, he declares,
1 bring you lidings, good tidings, good tidings of
joy, good iidings of great joy, and his bosom ap-
pears to expand while he adds, which shall be unio
all people. < 'The message which I am commis-
sioned to bear deoes not interest the offspring of
Abraham only, but of Adam; it is not intended

~merely for the scattered tribes of Jacob, but for

the unnumbered millicns of the family of man.—
The babe now lying in the manger of Bethlehem,
is given to be for salvation unto the ends of the
earth.” And who that has felt the pang of re-
morse, or the powers of the world to come, is not
ready to re-echo to the seraph’s voice, “ yes, veri:
1y, the message which thou art now communicating
is good tidings of great joy ; more reviving infi-
nitely to the disquieted conscience, or the droop-
ing spirit than bread to the man who is ready to
perish with hunger, or the light of day to him who
has been long languishing in the horrors of a dun-
geon, or the prespect of emancipation to the
wretch who is tortured with the iron chain.”

It is always with sensations of more than ordi-
nary pleasure that 1 rise up to address either a
tract, or missionary, or bible society; any asso-
ciation which is formed for diffusing, by the word
either printed or preached, these good tidings of
great joy ; because as it is incomparably the
most honourable work in which mortals can be
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eccupied, it is also the most benevolent offica
which man can perform to man: and now were I

uE

- possessed of the angel’s eloquence or ardour, I

would cheerfully employ them in urging and ani-
mating you all to the exercise of every talent for
promoting the universal extension of the Gospel
of salvation; for giving not merely to the desti-
tute among us, but in sending to the remotest in-
habitants of our globe that Biblc which declares,
unto man is boyn a Saviour, even Chiist the Lord.
« Gratitude impels, humanity implores, justice
commands, honorinvites,and conscienceapproves”
the sacred enterprize.

Why may the knowledge of a Saviour be pro-
nounced good tidings of great joy ? and, for whom
is a dispensation of the gospel designed? These
are interrogatories which naturally arise from our
text, and their discussion cannot be considered
unappropriate on the present interesting occa-
sion. And may a portion of that ardour which
Gabriel felt, when he first proclaimed Messiah’s
advent to the world, inflame your hearts, and
mine, while we are now deliberating on the means
of diffusing his gospel among ALL people.

1. The knowledge of a Saviour may be pro-
nounced good tidings, because it discloses a
scheme by which the sinner may obtain reconcilia-
tion with his offended Sovereign. That man has
apostatized, and forfeited the friendship of his
Creator, has been acknowledged by persons of all
distinctions and ages. 'Theuntaught,equally with
the most learned and enlightened, have been im-
pelled, from their own convictions, and from ob-
servation, to adopt the humiliating concession,
all have sinned ; the whole world is become guilly
before God ; but whether there is any possibility
of reconciliation, or by what method a reconcili-
ation may be affected, are questions which reason
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of itself could never have satisfactorily solved.—

These to heathen sages have heen the subject of
frequent, and anxioiis 1euearcll, but their research-
es have not been more anxious than unsuccess-
ful. After the most patient and painful enquiry,
relative to the remission of sin, the mind of the
proud philosopher has sometimes doubted, some-
times denied. The displays of divine goodness,
which occasionally beam forth in the administra-
tion of the world, inspired his labouring breast
with hope ; and the marks of vengeance, which
were again awfully visible, drove him back to-
despair. Every thing relating to the possibility,
or particular method of pardon, was thus involved
in the most gloomy uncertainty. Some of the
pagan philosophers supposed that the Majesty of
heaven, once offended, could never be appeased,

and that it was presumption even to ask forgive-
ness ¥ others, again, who acknowledged the pos-
sibility of restor ation to the favour of their divin-
ities, doubted as 1o the manner by which this ob-
ject might be effected, and therefore every new
system of heathen theology proposed a new
scheme of restoring man {o the {riendship of his
God. Some in their sacrifices offered birds, o-
thers presented beasts, others gave libations of
oil, and some had recourse to the unnatural prac-
tice of offering the fruit of their body as an expia-
tion for the sin qf their souls, conjecturing that the
more costly the oblation the more acceptable it
would prove 1o their Deities. Thus uncertain
and unsatisfying were all the speculations of un-
enlightened reason relative to the doctrine of
pardon ; a doctrine in which all the hopes of man
for both worlds are most intimately involved.

The gospel, therefore, appears to bhe a joyful -
sound, because it announces a free and full remis-

* H’gxyburton‘s Insufficiency. 66, 67.
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sion for human crimes. Zhere not merely the pos-
sibility of our reconciliation is disclosed, but the
very manner is most luminously unfolded. Zhere
a plan is revealed worthy of God ; answerable to
the dignity of his law, to the demands of his jus-
tice, and securing the eternal remission of all
who acquiesce. There the Father is exhibited as
consecrating his own Son to be the Saviour of the
world, and offering with him all the blessings of
grace and glory. Him he hath set forth to be a
propiliation, through faith in his blood, to declare
his righteousness for the remission of sins. This
interesting doctrine has been taught either by
visien, or type, or immediate revelation of the
Almighty, from the beginning of the world. A-
bel, early after the commencement of time, and
the introduction of sin, offered an acceptabls sa-
erifice in anticipation of that atonement which the
Saviour was afterwards to make: Through the

faith of that same satisfaction Enoch walked with

God,and,after a course of extraordinary devotion,
was translated to the heavenly state, without see-
ing death. 'Through a reliance on the same pro-
pitiatory sacrifice, millions, before the Saviour’s
birth, and since his advent, have enjoyed the most
satisfactory assurances of pardon, and exchanged
worlds with a full prospect of future glory. 'The

-royal David, ages before Messiah was born, could

sing in joyful anticipation, there is forgiveness with
thee, that thou mayest be feared. With Jehovah
there s mercy, and with him is plenteous redemption,
and he will redeem Israel from all his iniguiites.—
Another, shortly after his resurrection and ascen-
sion, exclaimed in strains equally confident and
rapturous, where sin abounded, grace did much a-
bound : As sin reigned unio death, grace reigns
through righteousness unto eternal bfe by Jesus
Christ our Lord: And it is a consideration whick
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@iight notto be forgotten, as affording a vich display
of Jehevah’s concern for our consolation, that;
although in the scriptures thére are othet doctrines
haird to be understood ; doctrines ih the disciission
of which men equally distinguished for genius
and learning and piety have disagreed ; the miethi-
od of a sinner’s restoration to the favour of his
God is taught in language which none can inis-
tinderstand ; is taught with a fulness of evidence
which may convince the most doubting undei=
standing ; sooths the agitated conscience, and
raises the dicoping heart: Jesus is clearly set
forth as the end of the law for righlcousness to every
one that belicveth ; as o propitiation through faith
i his blood ; ds delivered jfor our offencés and 7i-
sing again for our justification. ‘ .
Again, the gospel may be pronounced gvod ti-
dings of greal joy, because it opéis to the eye of
faith the prospect of glory in the world to corne.
It is not probable that this earth was ever design-
ed as the eternal residence of man: From intimng-
tions of scripture we are ‘warranted in believing
that Adam, having remained faithful to his Crea-
tor during his state of probation; would have been
translated to a more exalted region, brought to
the more immediate vision of his God, introdiiced -
to the society of those orders of angels who kept
their first estate, and admitted, as a reward for his
fidelity, to a more profound acquaintance with the
plans of the infinite Mind. But by combining with
rebel angels, in opposition to the authority of
Heaven, all his prospects of future exaltation were
instantly and everlastingly forfeited. The Lord
God drove out the man, and his expulsion from the
earthly paradise was a virtual exclusion from the
heavenly ; and the same Cherubim with the fla-
ming sword guarded every avenue of admission
to both, But the gospel exhibits the second Ad-
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am as restoring all the privileges which had been
forfeited by the first; yea, as coming that we might
have life, and have it more abundantly than could
have been enjoyed by innocent Adam. 'The u-
nion of the human nature to the Divine is incon-
ceivably more intimate in consequence of its as-
sumption by the eternal Son, and the perfections
“of Deity are presented to our contemplation
through a medium altogethernew. The most re-
fined and elevated pleasures of man are intellect-
wal, and consist in the vision of his God ; and as this
visionis rendered much clearer by the mediation
of Jesus Christ, the source of his happiness is much
more enlarged. Formerly he might have con-
templated the Divine Being in the character of a
Creator and Sovereign, and as such adored him,
but through the medium of redeeming love the re-
lation has become inconceivably more intimate ;
he can now behold the living God in the endear-
ing relation of a Friend and Father ; ke can ex-
ult in the prospect of being for ever lost in the
admiration of his excellenciesand the fruition of
his love. Inthe heavenly world the redeemed
from among men will see their Father face fo face ;
they will set with him wpon his throne ; they will
know him even as they are fonown by him, and be
for ever filled with ail the fulness of God. Al-
though the intimations of celestial bliss were more
obscure during the dispensation of Moses than at
present, yet enough was then revealed {o trans-
port the souls of the faithful, and inspire them
with ardent longings for the full enjoyment. I-
saiah, with prophetic eye, foresaw the ransomed of
the Lord returning and coming to Zion with songs
~and everlasting joy. Another prophet beheld
them awaking from the sleep of death, and arising
to everlasting life, skining as the brighiuess of the
Jirmament and as the stars for ever and ever.
B
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But for whom are these glad tidings intended ?
This is another inquiry naturally suggested in
our text, and now demanding our consideration.
Ibring you good lidings of great joy, which shall
be unto AL% people.  As the truth is animating
in itself, it is undeniably established beth by pre-
dictions and promises, that the gogpel of the Son
of God shall yet be promulged throughout the
whole world, and that his religion shall become
the religion of all nations. Daniel foresaw the
kingdom of Messiah under the emblem of a sfone
cut out without hands, smiting the image of iron
and clay, grinding to powder every obstacle which
resists its progress, filling the whole earth, and
standing for ever : And as the natural sun, which
rises in the east, shines even unto the west irradi-
ating and cheering in his course the inhabitants
of the whole earth, so shall it be with the Sun of
righteousness his illustrious Prototype : He has.

~ already risen upon our world, and must roll on in

his word, as his orbit, until he has enlightened and
gladened men of every kindred, and clime, and
colour under heaven. A kings shall fall down be-
fore Messiah our Prince, and all nations shall serve
him. We might as readily suppose that day and
night should cease to revolve, or that summer and
winler, seed time and harvest should cease to return
in their season, as to suppose that these assurances
of the universal extension of the Redeemer’s
Kingdom should fail of their accomplishment.—
‘We have not only the word and promise, but, for
the greater confirmation of our faith, we have the
oath, the unalterable oath of Jehovah in covenant,
that he will beat down every foe before the face of
Messiah his Son, and plague them that hate him ;
that he will set his hand also in the sea, and his
right hand in the rivers ; that his seed shall endure
for ever, and his throne as the sun before him ; that
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it shall be established for ever as the moon, and as @
Saithful witness in the heavens. When we lift up,
and cast our eyes over this globe which we in-
habit, it appears an immeasurable waste, a moral
chaos, without form or beauty to delight the spir-
itual eye. 'The Jews in general remain obstinate
in their rejection of Jesus as the Saviour of the
world : Some nations are still sunk in papal su-
perstition: Others are yet seduced by the impos-
tures of the false prophet, and others are devoted
to the absurdities of idol worship. Millions, yea,
hundreds of millions of rational beings, who were
created originally after the image of God, and
destined for the most elevated pleasures in his
presence, are reduced in point of intelligence
nearly to a level with the beasts of the field, and
in moral turpitude are degraded far below them.
When we survey the world as it really is, covered
with moral and intellectual darkness, and then
contemplate what the promise assures us, that :it
shall become enlightened with the knowledge. of the
Lord, filled with his glory, thai the people shall be all
righteous, and the planting of Jehovah that he may be
glorified, we are tempted to ask, how can these
things be ? We are ready to consider the design of
evangelizing the nations as arduous, yea, altogeth-
er impracticable ; but faith, resting on the truth,
and promise, and power of the Lord God Al-
‘mighty, exclaims, with him nothing is tmpossible.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.—
He who could create a world out of nothing can
easily restore it from all the disorders and deform-
ity which sin has introduced : He who beheld the
earth lying without form, and instantaneously im-
‘parted beauty and order; who seeing it void could
replenish it with innumerable ranks of being, and
productions for their support, or beheld it covered
with darkness, and caused various lights to arise,
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and illumine it, can with equal ease impart light,
and beauty, and glory ta the moral chaos. And
while the zeal of the Lord of hosts mill perform this
mighty change, it will be performed by means ;
by the exertions of men, and the ordinances of
his grace with the ce-operating influences of the
Holy Ghost. An angel unembodied made known
these tidings to the shepherds, and by embodied
angels, the messengers of the church, and the glory of
Jesus, these same tidings shall in due timie be pro-
- mulged to arr people. The gospel was never
yet propagated by miracle, or when miracles have
been wrought they have been wrought in co-op-
eration with instituted means., The word read
with atfention, or preached in purity has been the
‘powerful, I may add, the exclusive engine in all
ages of extending the kingdom of God. When
the gospel was to be diffused among the nations
after the Saviour’s ascension, apostles, the in-
tended mstruments of  its propagation, were all
filled with the Holy Ghost, and endowed with the
gift-of tongues, that they might speak to every man
in his own language the wonderful works of God.~
By the translation of the scriptures into the lan-
guages of the nations, and the preaching of men
full of zeal and of power, the true light again shone
forth and irradiated the general darkness at the
reformation from popery ; and in like manner by
exhibiting the living oracles in the languages of
every kindred of men, and by sending forth the
heralds of the cross into all parts of the world the
glory of the latter day shall hereafter be consum-
mated. They shall run o and fro, and knowledge. .
shall beincreased.  This gospel of the kingdom shall
be preachedin all the world, for e testimony to all
naiiews, and then shall the end cone. -John, antici-
pating the enlargement of the spiritual kingdom,
foresaw an angel ﬁyéng tn-the midst of heaven, that
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is, the ministers of religion, the ambassadors of Je-
sus, resembling angels in their personal purity, in
the ardour of their zeal and the rapidity of their
progress, having the everlasting gospel o preach to
them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation,
and kindred, and people and fongue. Such are the
means by which the cause of Jesus has been ad-

- vanced and shall yet be promoted, and he who

prays, thy kingdom come, without occupying every
talent for promoting the prosperity of that king- -
dom, is guilty of solemn mockery to a holy God:
He is rebuked by that challenge of eternal truth,
how shall they believe in him of whom they have not
heard, and how shall they hear without a preacker,
and how shall they preach unless they are sent forth,
and supported? Or how shall the heathen search
the scriptures unless they are translated into their
language and circulated among them?

"The consideration that the gospel is attended
with little success where it is already enjoyed, or
that missionaries experience so much opposition
from the heathen among whom they labour, ought
not to discourage our exertions, The purposes
of God are usually accomplished by slow degrees
and many disappointments occur for the greater
trial of the fidelity and patience of his children.—
How obscure, for instance, was that first promise
of Messiah, the great Restorer of mankind, the seed
of the woman shall bruise the head of the serpent, and
nearly two thousand years revolved without either
his actual appearance, or almost any other in-
timation of hiscoming. The church was left with
this promise as the foundation of her hope from
the period of its delivery in paradise until the call-
ingof Abraham: Then, for the establishment of
the faith of the real followers of God, this intima-
tion of the Redeemer was renewed with additional
evidence, in thee and in thy seed, which is Christ,
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shall all the families of the earth be blessed. On
this declaration with little other knowledge of his
person, or offices, the faithful were again left near-
ly a thousand years until Isaiah and other prophets
-disclosed more fully the time, and circumstances,
and design of his coming : And even after the in-
timation given by the angel of the nativity of the
Son of God, what clouds darkened the horizon of
the church, and obscured the hopes of the right-
eous. Instead of appearing in magnificent style,
and occupying a palace for his residence, as might
be expected in him who was to succeed to the
throne of David, the Saviour of the world was
wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in a manger.
Instead of participating in all the enjoyments of
earth, as might be looked for in him who was the
Holy one of God and favourite of heaven, he was
pre-eminently @ man of sorrows, and had not where
to lay his head. Instead of leaving the world in
triumph, as the conqueror of sin, and satan, and
death, and hell, the Saviour is betrayed into the
hands of his enemies and expires upon a cross.—
Such were the trials of faith, which the disciples
of Jesus in preceding generations have experien-
ced, and shall we be disheartened if our exertions
are not crowned with immediate and luminous
success ! It is to be expected that our faith will
be tried alternately by delays on the part of our
Heavenly Father, and by the derangement of our
“most favourite plans. Yet, against hopelet us be-
lieve in hope, and persevere in our exertions for
spreading the savour of the Redeemer’s name.—
While the sure word of prophesy asserts that men
shall be blessed in him, and all nations shall call him
blessed, every movement in the political, and lite-
rary, and religious world is calculated to inspire
a hope that this prophesy is shortly to be fulfilled.
When the sovereign Ruler of the universe intends
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the execution of any important purpose he usual-

ly prepares the way in the outward administra

tion of his providence, and thus when the time
decreed in his own mind for its accomplishment
arrives, his purpose is effected with ease. Before
the church was enlarged by the accession of the
nations in the apostolic age, learning eminently
flourished in Greece, and the language of that
people became in a great measure the court lan-
guage of the countries around Judea; this was
the language in which the New-Testament was o-
riginally written, and into which the Old Testa-
ment scriptures were early translated, and thus
the oracles of divine truth came immediately into.
the possession of the learned. Also our Saviour
was born in the Augustine age, which was distin-
guished as a period of general peace ; a period al-
so of great literary research, and the world was
prepared for investigating the new religion. A-
gain, previous to the dawn of the memorable re-
formation what preparations were made in the
providence of God for that interesting event 7—
Theart of printing wasinvented, and books, through
the increase of. their number, and the reduction
of their price, became accessible to pecple of eve-
ry class. Through the improvements of” naviga-

-tion, and the daring enterprize of Columbus this

continent was discovered, and an asylum provided
for the faithful from the persecutions of the old
world. May we not therefore confidently hope
that important events are shortly tooccur in favour
of the christian church ? After the great God in a
manner unusually awful had been shaking the hea-
vens, and the earth, and the sea, and the dry land, a
general calm has suddenly succeeded: f'he arts
and the sciencesare aitaining a degree of perfect-
ion unparalleled in former ages: Owing torecent
improvements in printing, the scriptures are pub-
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lished with facility in different languages ; also by
late improvements in teaching, the mass of man-
kind may with little expense be instructed in the
common elements of learning and rendered capa-
ble of reading and examining for themselves ; as
wars have generally ceased throughout the world;
the ocean, “the high way of nations,” now lies
unobstructed; and the scriptures of truth and the
heralds of the cross may be wafted with little in-
convenience to the shores of every country. And
all the arts and sciences, thus improved, are now
consecrated to the service of Jesus in the spread
of his gospel.  Kings have becomé nursing fathers,
and queens nursing mothers to the church by em-
ploving their wealth, and influence, and example
for the promotion of her interests. Brethren, we
are really lost in astonishment while we survey
the events which have passed in succession under
our own eyes. #hat hath Jehovah wrought? Al-
though little comparatively has yet been done to-
wards the stupendous design of teaching all nations
and baptising them into the christian faith, yet
the narrative of that Xitle would appear fabulous
had we not actually witnessed it. Had it been
announced to us twenty years since, that on this
day societies should exist for evangelizing the
heathen ; societies comprehending not merely one
denomination, but the combined wisdom and
~wealth of all denominations; societies for giving
the means of salvation not merely to a few hea-
then residing in our own borders, but to nations
the most rude and remote upon our globe; that
their messengers should this moment be sounding
the word of life on the burning sands of Africa, on
the immense plains of Asia, and on various Isl-
ands which chequer the southern ocean, and that
some precious youth from eur own country, Aav-
ing left jfather and mother, houses and lands, were
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welling the ranks of this spiritual soldiery ; had -
a prophesy to that effect been delivered to us
twenty years since, and an angel from heaven been
the messenger;, we could scarcely have believed it.
Had it been declared twelve years since that on
this day bible-societies should be organized in
every christian country, societies with princes and
potentates, lords temporal and spiritual at their
head ; that the treasures of persons in all condi-
tions of life; and all communions of the church
should be rolling in one stream for their support ;
that through their instrumentality the scriptures
should already be read in almost every language,

and circulated through almost every region, had

a prediction to that effect been delivered, and an
angel from heaven proclaimed it we could scarce-
1y have credited his message : and yet with each
revolving year we see the magnificent design of

~ sending the gospel to every creature rolling on with

an accelerating motion. Tke cloud which at first
agpea‘nd small as a man’s hand is spreading over
the whole heavens, and refreshing with its showers
some of all coloursand all climes. And which of
you, most beloved hearers, would not cheerfully
co-operate in carrying on a work thus grand and
benevolent? Who that feels the generous impulse
of love to fellow-mortals would not aim at diffu-
sing that gospel which is the great means of ele-
vating their character, and promoting their feli-
city in both worlds? Did the angel come down
from heaven to earth for the communication of
these good tidings to man; to man to whose na-
ture he sustained no intimate relation; in whose
redemption he had no immediate concern, and’
shall we feel no solicitude for promoting this
knowledge among those who belong to the same
family with ourselves; who are by nature our
Linsmen, our brethren, bone of our bone, and flesh of
C
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our flesh ? He proclaimed this event the very day
on which it took place ; he proclaimed it as inter-
esting to all people, and shall we permit age to
roll on after age without an effort to make it uni-
" versally known? Becsides, that same gospel which
announces peace on earth and good will towards
men, is the instrument of bringing glory in the
highest to God. By every exertion, therefore,
which you make with your prayers, your tears,
or the devotion of your wealth for spreading the
knowledge of Jesus, you increase that revenue of
glory which arises from earth to its Creator and
Sovereign. What an astonishing display of con-
descension is it in the great God that he should e-
ven permit man to be instrumental in advancing
his honour ; man who as a creature is altogether
dependent and insignificant, and as a sinner is in-
finitely undeserving, and hell-deserving? We are
sometimes almost tempted to envy the station of
Gabriel when he appeared on the plains of Beth-
lehem announcing to our world that a Saviour was -
born, and yet this honour may be participated in
some degree by all who hear me. Are there not
on this globe immortal beings without number as
ignorant of the Saviour as the shepherds were be-
fore they received the #idings from the heavenly
" herald? They have not to this hour seen a ray of
his glory, nor heard an intimation of his fame :
And he who subserves the diffusion of this know-
ledge by the word, either preached or printed, oc-
cupies the very office of the angel, and secures a
participation in hisreward. Isany of you uiterly
excluded from instrumentality in this work?
Which of you cannot throw into the treasury of
our God a little silver or gold for translating the
scriptures into another language, or supporting a
missionary in some pagan land? Which of you
does not possess some influence over a brother,
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or sister, or parent, or neighbdur, which, if pru--
dently exerted, might excite them to co-operate
in this labour of love ? Which of you might not
‘press before the mercy-seat that ancient supplica-
tion, thy way be known upon the earth, and thy
saving health among all nations; let the people
praise thee, O Lord, let all the people praise thee ;
and by thus wrestling with the Redeeming Angel

you might prevail in behalf of a perishing world ?

- While our duty is obvious, while our obliga-
tion is irresistible, while obedience is practicable,
thereismuch to inspire witha full confidence of suc-
cess. Periods of prosperity and glory are promis-

- ed to Zion which have not yet been realized. The

Julness of the Gentiles shall be brought in ; all Israel
shall be saved : The light of the moon shall be as the
light of the sun, and the light of the sun shall be se-

- ven fold as the light of seven days : All the ends of

the earth shall remember and turn unto the Lord,
and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship be-
Jore him : The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and
the leopard shall lie down with the kid ; every hos-
tile feeling of man towards man shall be softened
by the peaceful influence of the cross, and the
sword and the spear, formerly employed as en-
gines of human destruction, shall be changed into
the plough share and pruning hook, and be rendered
subservient to his support: Zhe idols of the hea-
then, to which a blinded devotion is now offered,
shall fall prostrate before the ark of the covenant,
the everlasting gospel, in its triumphant march
over the world : The knowledge of the Lord shall

. cover the earth, every cloud of superstition shall be

dissipated by the radiance of evangelic truth, and
from the rising of the sun unto the going down of the
same the name of Jesus shall be great among the
Gentiles. ‘

True it is, little comparatively has yet been
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effected for ushering in these days of bliss and
glory, because little has been either attempted
or expected. Inconsiderable efforts will always
be accompanied with inconsiderable success.—
The dimensions of effects in the moral, as in the
natural world, are usually in proportion to the di-
mensions of the causes employed to produce them.
The waters in the stream cannot reasonably be
expected to rise higher than in the fountain from
which they flow. All the time, and attention, and
wealth which have been devoted to the purpose
of converting the nations are really -nothing :
They are nothing, I mean, to what they ought to
have been, to what they might have been, and, 1
may add, to what they must be before this most
benignant and magnificent design is accomplished.
There is not a duty enjoined in christianity more
generally misunderstood, or, if understood, more
deplorably neglected than that of abounding dis-
interestedly in the work of the Lord ; and spending:
Jreely of our earthly. substance for the advance-
ment of his glory. I appeal to almost universal
observation, do not the professors of religion con-
duct as if < their chief end” was to accumulate
wealth ; to aggrandize their families, and lay up
independent fortunes for their offspring or con-
nexions after them ? Ask them for a little pecu-
niary aid in the execution of any benevolent
scheme, and they appear as reluctant in giving,
and as sparing in the measure of their gift as if
they were under no obligation to that Jesus who
died to redeem them, or had no interest in the ad-
vancement of his fame. They congratulate them-
selves not according {o the portion of service
which they render to their God or their genera-
tion, but according to their acquisition of the
wealth, or their elevation to the honours of the
world. Other professors, again, unwilling to ex-
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ercise that self-denial which the genius of the gos-
pel requires, or the example of our Master enfor-
ces, have nothing to spare : By conforming to a
fashionable world, and indulging themselves in all
the elegancies and luxuries of life they live to the
utmost extent of their income, and replyto him

- who makes an appeal to their charity « that they
. must be just before they are generous.” Hear,

O heavens, and give ear, O earth, the Master for
our sakes became poor in the extreme, and yet
we the servants must roll in the abundance of
worldly wealth, He had not where to lay his head,
and yet our lives must be occupied in adding
house to house, and inheritance to inheritance : Je-
sus the Lord stooped to endure hunger, and thirst,
and cold, and nakedness, and yet we his profess-
ed disciples must be clothed inpurple and fine linen,
must lie upon beds of ivory, streich ourselves upon
couches, eat the lambs out of the flocks, drink wine in
bowls, and fare sumptuously every day. In God’s
name I call upon you to read the history of the

-Saviour who went about doing good ; the history of

apostles who left all and followed him ; the history
of martyrs who were in jeopardy every hour, and
loved not their lives unio the deaih ; the history of
confessors who wandered about in sheep skins, and
goat skins, in dens and caves of the earth for the
sake of Jesus and his gospel ; read the history of
this cloud of witnesses, and as you prefess to have
imbibed their spirit arise to an imitation of their
lofty example. Verily, brethren, it is high time
to awake out of sleep. 1 am free to declare that
were I now summoned to give account of my stew-
ardship I could not, as a man, as a member of the
christian church, as a minister of the New-Testa-
ment, answer for my own indifference and sloth.
Should the Saviour, who is to appear as my
judge, point from the throne to the bosom of his



. Father which he had voluntarily left, or to the
manger where he had patiently lain, or to the
cross where he had painfully hung as a propitiation
for my sins, and then ask whether I'had loved with
an ardour, or prayed, for the prosperity of his
kingdom, with a fervour, or served with a disin-
terestedness, or exercised self-denial with a sever-
ily, or communicated with a liberality becoming
one redeemed by such a Saviour at such an ex-
pense, Imust stand speechless through a conscious-
ness of infinite failures. Should the heathen, hav-
ing perished without vision and doomed to the left,
hand of the judge, charge us as accessary to their
destruction, should they point to the doleful re-
gions of despairand say, “these we might have
escaped,” or to the mansions of glory and say,
«these we might have attained through a nobler
zeal on the part of christians,” could you orl
plead guiltless to the charge? Have we wrestled
with the God of all grace for their eternal welfare
as we ought ! Have we provoked one another to the
good work of sending them the means of salvation
as we ought? Have we denied ourselves some
temporal enjoyments to give them the consola-
tions of religion, or have we spared our corrupfi-
ble silver or gold to extend to them the knowledge
of durable riches and righicousness ? Ah, my fel-
low christians, like the Levite in the parable un-
feeling and unfaithful, unfeeling towards the mis-
eries of our brethren, and unfaithful to our Mas-
ter, we have passed by on the other side and left
them to languish in their diseases. '

I ask you on this interesting occasion must that
cry of poor, perishing pagans, come over and help
us, always reach our ears unrégarded, or regard-
ed withan apathy whichonly aggravates our shame
and insults their wretchedness? Although they
are heathen, are they not men? Yea, are they not
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our fellow men ? Besides, who-hath made us to dif-
Jer trom them in elevation of present privileges or
future prospects ? Why did the gospel of salva-
tion pour its radiance on the eastern, rather than
on the western shores of this continent? Why
have the feet of him that publisheth peace trodden
the mountains along the Atlantic, and not along
the Pacific ocean? Are not the savage inhabi-
tants there and the civilized inhabitants here the
offspring of the same Father, equally exalted in
their origin, equally enlarged in their capacities,
-equally susceptible of improvement under the
means of instruction in this world, and of happi-
ness and glory in the world to come ? Why then
this almost infinite distinction? Why does one
child of the same family bask under the full blaze
of the sun, irradiating and cheering, while the o-
ther is covered with a darkness which may be felt ?
This discrimination arises exclusively fromsearch-
less,adorable sovereignty,and distinguishing love.
From them the absolute Disposer has withheld the
offers of life without the least impeachment of his
justice ; to us he has extended them in the riches
of his exceeding, adundant, ever to be adored
mercy. And is there no tribute of gratitude due
to a beneficent God for this profusion of his bles-
sing ! Are there no sympathies to be cherished
for the heathen who are still sunk in the depths of
degradation and misery ? Whatever schemes for
their relief your hearts are meditating let your
hands execute without a moment’s delay. The
authority of our Lord, the forlorn condition of the
heathen, some of whom even while I speak to you,
are perhapssinkingirrecoverably intothe prisonof
despair, the uncertainty of our own lives, the short-
g, all forbid procras-
tination ; they all unite in demanding the most
prompt, liberal, and persevering exertions. I ad-
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jure you, men, fathers and brethren, 1 adjuré yoti
by the mercies of God, by the agonies and blood of
an expiring Saviour ; by the imperiousness of his
command, feach all nations; which, although de-
livered first to apostles, is addressed to your con-
sciences and mine ; by the example of zeal which
he exhibited in his own life ; by the self denial
which he exercised ; by the joys which his reli-
gion imparts in the present world, and the glories
which it secures in the future ; by all these con-
siderations I adjure you to arise and act with a
magnanimity corresponding to the importance of
the work for which we are associated: Excuse
a younger and inferior brother for the importuni-
ty, and apparent impertinence with which he ven-
tures to address you. The honour of Jesus in the
triumphs of his cross, and the salvation of fellow
immortals, their salvation through that eternity
which knows no end, these are my only apology:
If my mouth is open, and my heart enlarged ; if, like
the apostle, I am seemingly even beside myself, it
is the love of a Saviour which consirains, and car-
ries me irresistibly along ; it is the contempla-
tion of the misery of perishing millions which
melts my compassions. BesidesI know that I am
not alone the “ prisoner” of these transports. The
hosts of heaven are now waiting with solicitude
to see the result of our present meeting : They
are looking down from their thrones, or rather,
they have come down from their thrones to notice
with what emotions we convene, and converse, and
resolve, and act ; to see whether we separate and

o home, some to their irades, others to their farms,
others to their merchandize, and others to the duties
of their profesgional calling, every one seeking his
gain from his quarter, or whether while we delib-
erate the fire burns, even zeal for our God, and
the eternal welfare of men. And shall that Prince

@
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of angels who announced to our world the appear-
ance of a Saviour ; shall that multitude of the
heavenly army which thronged the plains of Beth-
lehem, singing glory to God in the highest, shall
these ascend from this house to their native skies
amazed, and if it be possible, mortified at our
lethargy ; atthe coldness of our deliberations, and
the contractedness of our plans, and the feebleness
of our operations? Forbid it, thou Lord of angels,
‘but cause thy Spirit as a mighty rushing wind to
breathe on this assenibly ; then we will devise lib-
seral things for the enlargement of thy kingdom.
_Let us in this county aim at offering an exam-
ple worthy of their imitation in ether counties.—
Let the ministers of religion, and the friends of
_ Zion among the laity eonvene occasionally and
converse; with their counselslet them mingle their
prayers to Him at whose control are the gifts of
the learned and the treasures of the affluent: In
addition to our design of giving the scriptures to-
the destituté among ourselves, let us inquire for
pious, promising youth ; youth upon whose hearts
the Spirit of light and holiness kas wrought mighti-
ly ; who are tender with love to the souls of men,
warm with zeal for their Master’s honour, and are
willing to forsake all and follow him in the regen-
eration: Let us raise collections for affording
them an education, literary and theological, an-
swerable to the station which they are intended
to occupy. Let all this be done without the least
unnecessary delay. Now is the accepted time.—
Should we be removed from the stage without an
honourable attempt to give the gospel to the des-
titute, the next generation may follow our exam-
ple of sloth, and the heathen remain froin age to
age without God, and without Jesus, and without
hope. I cannot cease to argue and expostulate
with you on this subject until I see the holy flame
D
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kindled and communicated from bosom to bsw
som: Until I see you of one accord as were the
apostles when they were all baptized with the Holy
Ghost. - " ‘
Ascend the chariot of the everlasting gospel,
thou lovely, loving Prince of peace, and ride
Sorth conquering and to conquer : Let them that are
¢n the wilderness bow before the energies of thy
victorious grace: Yea, let all kings fall down be-
Jfore thee in voluntary homage, and let all the na-
tions serve thee as the willing subjects of thy reign:
of the increase of thy government and peace may there
be no limits, but the boundaries of the inhabited
earth, and no end but the consummation of time.

May this earth which has long been the theatre of

erime, and cenfusion, and misery, be henceforth
eonsecrated by the influence of that Kingdom whick
is righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy
Ghost. v

Salvation to him which sitteth upon the throne,.

and to the Lamb for ever. AMEN.



THE
ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE
WASHINGTON COUNTY BIBLE SOCIETY
) For 1815.

Read before the Society, at their Annual Meeting, in Granville, January
31st, 1816, and published by order of the-Society. )

Your Directors Respectfully Report,

That, during the three years which have
intervened since the society was formed, they have

- procured for distribution eleven hundred copies of

the Bible, and seven hundred and twenty-five copies
of the New-Testament, These they have circu-
lated;where application has been made, among the
destitute in this county : They have also given a
very considerable number to missionaries appoint-
ed to itinerate in the county of Warren, particu-
larly in the neighborhood of Lakes George and
Scroon, where many of the inhabitants are desti-
tute of the sacred scriptures, and unable to pro-
cure copies for themselves: Your committee has
also embraced opportunities of sending by faith-
ful persons a supply of Bibles to the counties of
Essex and Clinton in the northern parts of. this
state: During the last summer favourable oppor-
tunities were frequently enjoyed of sending the
scriptures to the state of Ohio by emigrants to
that country on whose fidelity they could rely
for their distribution. They also ordered one
hundred copies of the New-Testament for those
who suffered during the war in the county of Ni-
agara.

The Bible Society in the city of New-York un-
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dertook to publish an edition of the scriptures in
the French language for circulation-among the
inhabitants of IN. ew-Orleans, and Louxslana, and
also for the French in Canada, and issued a circu-
lar soliciting the co-operation of the other Bible
Societies to aid them in the work. Impressed with
the importance of this undertaking your commit-
tee forwarded to the treasurer of the New-York
Society 8 100 towards that purpose. The con-
templated edition in French, consisting of SiX
thousand, is now completed ; and two lundred and
seventy copies have been sent on to us for dis-
tribution among the French in Canada.

The Board of Directors feel constrainedto state,
for the encouragement of the Society, that the bi-
bles have in general been very thankfully receiv-
ed, and we believe that your labour of love in
bestowing them has not been in vain in the Lord.
In giving copies of the scriptures we frequently
select particular passages in the Old and New-
‘Testaments for youth to learn,as a condition upon
which they are received, and, upon examination
afterwards, bave found that such parts were care-
fully committed to memory. Although our ef-
forts appear inconsiderable, when compared with
_ the exertions of other similar institutions in our
own country, and particularly when compared
with the ¢« British and Foreign Bible Society,”
which stands the glory of ourage, and the admira-
tion of the christian world, yet we have ample en-
couragement to persevere. “There shallbeahand-
ful of corn in the earth upon the top of the moun-
tains, and the fruit thereof shall shake like Leba-
non.”  From the repeated applications for bibles
which are made b) the indigent among ourselves,

and the destitute in places more remote, the great
God is obviously calling upon us to abound more
-and more in this labour “of love, and by the grate-
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ful manner in which the scriptures are received,
we must hope that the offering has come up as a
memorial before him.

Christian brethren, in lifting up our eyes, and
surveying the nations in general, while we see
much to astonish, we also see much to admonish
and animate to the utmost disinterestedness in
well doing. Although, through the ambition of
worldly men, and the collision of worldly inter-
ests, the potsherds of the earth are dashed against
~each other, yet that Jesus who has power overall
" flesh is obviously making preparation for gather-

ing in his elect out « of every kindred, and tongue,
and people, and nation.” Although the signs of
‘the times are in some respects awful, they are al-
so in many respects peculiarly encouraging and
cheering. The missionary spirit and the spirit
for translating and diffusing the word of life has
not been a momentary impulse, but a zeal foun-
ded on a conviction of duty, and fanned by a sa-
cred ardour for the glory of Jesus in the exten- -
sion of his kingdom; it appears therefore to spread
more generally, and to burn with a flame more ar-
dent and inextinguishable. Who, in former ages,
hath heard such things? Who hath seen such
things? Christians of all countries and all com-
munions are combining their wisdom and wealth
for diffusing abroad a knowledge of the common
-salvation. That sacred artillery, which one party
‘of the followers of Jesus had too long marshaled
against another party, is now occupied by the spi-
ritual soldiery in extending the boundaries of his
kingdom among nations which had neither seen
his glory, nor heard his fame.

It is about eleven years since the first bible
society on this side the Atlantic was formed in the
city of Philadelphia, and there are now in the U.
“States one hundred and two ; two in New-Hamp-
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shire ; seven in Massachusetts; two in Rhode-Isl-
and; tenin Vermont; two in Connecticut ; twen-
ty-five in New-York ; five in New-Jersey ; elev-
en in Pennsylvania ; two in Delaware ; four in

Maryland ; one in the district of Columbia ; elev-

en in Virginia ; one in North Carolina ; two in
South Carolina ; one in Georgia; six in Chio—
one in Kentucky ; oneinTennessee ; one in Mis-
sisippi Territory; four in Indiana Territory ;
one 1n Iilincis Territory ; and one in Louisiana.
Associations founded -on similar principles, and
for similar purposes, are established in almost ev-
ery country in Europe, and particularly in Rus-
- sia the most honourable exertions for translating
and distributing the living oracles are made.—
‘T'he Bible Society of St. Petersburgh, aided by
different auxiliaries throughout the nation, is pub-
Tishing an edition of the scriptures, consisting of
ninety two thousand copies, in the various lan-
guages and dialects which are read in that vast
empire. They have also undertaken to publish
in the Persian language a translation of the New-
Testament by the late Bev. Henry Martyn: And
as this work has received the approbation of the
Persian monarch, there is the prospect that it will
obtain an exlensive circulation through that na-
tion. ’
Through the iustrumentality of the Rev. Lean-
der Van Ess, the scriptures are generally receiv-
ed by the Catholics of Germany, and, being intro-
duced as a common school book, are read by the
children throughout that populous country.—The
following extract froma letter, addressed by that
indefatigable servant of our Lord Jesus, to the
London Bible Socisty, cannot fail to interest
and gratify cur readers. “ How can I sufficient-
iy thank you, rot in my own name only, but in
the name of thousands, for your repeated dona-
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tions. 'The first donation of 300 pounds sterling

1 applied to the printing and distributing of seven

hundred copies of the New-Testament, on large

type and 9182 copies on 2 small type, among the

Catholics, and 140 copies among the protestants.

A widow, who could not read, learned in her old

age for the purpose of reading the word of, life.

After having perused the whole New-Testament,

she exelaimed on a day of public assembly, « Lord,

now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, for

mine eyes have seen thy salvation.” In some vil-
Iages meetings are held on the Sabbath, and oth-

er festivals, during which the New-Testament is

used with much edification. Wherever it is in-
troduced into schools a cheering dawn of the ap-
“proaching day in the kingdom of God may be
perceiveds”
The following fact also must be highly gratify-
ing to all who feel interested in the general diffu- -
- sion of the living oracles. Haliy Beigh, a native
of Poland, was sold when young by the Tartars
to the Greeks, and educated in their religion.—
He translated the whole scriptures into the Tur-
kish language, about the year 1666, and this trans-
lation is now in the press at the expense of the
British Bible Society. It is alsosaid that this
work is often demanded by the Turks, and there-
fore when printed will probably have an exten-
sive eirculation among the long deluded followers
of Mahomed.

_ Mr. Morrison, a missionary residing in the vi-
cinity of Canton,through his indefatigable labours,
has translated the New-Testament into ithe Chi-
nese language ; “a language which is read by
hundreds of millions, perhaps by more than one
third of the human race”> 'This same zealous mis-
sionary is now occupied in circulating the sacred
volume through the immense population of the
Chinese empire.
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Upon the frozen regions of Norway also “ the Sun of righteousnesd
appears to rise with healing under his wings.” An ardent desire is ex-
pressed by many in that country for attaining the word of salvation. A
farmer; eager to possess the living oracles for himself, is said to have of-
fered a cow in the next market town for a copy of the scriptures.

Tliere is also” some reason to hope that notwithstanding the long and
obstinate rejection of the Messiah on the part of the Jews the gospel is
shortly to be received by them. 1In 1808 a society for promoting christi-
anity among them was instituted in the city of London, and a chapel has
been erected where lectures are regularly delivered to them. About 140
Jewish sehildren are receiving a christian education in the schools of the
society, and 51 adults have embraced the christian religion. Nearly the
whole of the New-Testament has been translated into the Hebrew, and
various appropriate tracts have been printed in the Hebrew, English, and
German languages, and circulated through England; on the continent of
Europe, in the Mediterranean, and in the East Indies.

Thus in whatever direction we cast our eyes the harvest is grear, and

the fields in many parts of the world are becoining whize. 'The Bramin.is |

in some instances leaving his shasters and the Mahomedan his coran,
and receiving with rapture that word of truth ¢ which makes wise unto
salvation through faith in Jesus Christ. )

But on the prospect which is exhibited of enlargement to the Redeem-
er’s Kingdom we cannot address you in language more appropriate or im-
pressive than by presenting the following extract from a late report of the
London Missionary Society. ¢ The great and glorious work in which alk
our hearts are engaged, is proceeding in an encouraging manner. Inthe
Islands of the sotith sea the darkness we believe is past, and the true light
begins to shine. In China and the neighbouring countries many are now
reading in the tongue wherein they were born that holy book whichis a-
ble to make wise unto salvation. In India multitudes are listening to the
voice from heaven anc begin to dismiss their useless idols : And in South
Africa a great number of the Hottentots and other natives have not only
heard the joyful sound, but have found it to be the power of God to their
salvation: A great revival has been experienced in four different places
and about fifty in each place appear to have been converted to God. Savages,
once ignorant and ferocious as the brutes around them, have been civili-
zed, and instead of being wandering plunderers and cruel murderers they
now live peaceably, comfortably and usefully in christian societies. Schools
for the religious instruction of the heathen are in many places established
with the most pleasing prospect of success. What shall we say to these
things ? Shall we not humbly and thankfully hope that the Lord of hosts
is with us and the God of Jacob our refuge

How elevating to the heart, and cheering to the eye of the spiritual be-
holder is the prospect which is now opening on every side ! The wilder-
ness and the solitary places are made glad” through the sound of the gos-
pel of reconciliation, and through the influence of the river of water of
life the desert which had long remained barren is * becoming fruitful as a
garden of the Lord.”’

Come, Lord Jesus, in the wider extension of thy kingdom,and the bright-
er displays of thy glory —AmEx, even so, come quickly.

ALEXANDER PROUDFIT, Chairmarn.

Saiey, Januery 29, 1816, !
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