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2. CORINTHIAKNS, V. 14,
Lor the Love of Christ constraineth us.

WE are assembled once more to
commemorate the death of our Saviour, and
Lord in the ordinance of the supper. This
institution affords a most interesting and as-- -
tonishing display of his love to our pcrishing

world. The bread and the wine, the ele-
ments used in this ordinance, are a visible, af-
fecting exhibition of ¢ the Lord of glory

~ wounded and bruised for our iniquities ;' suf-
fering, bleeding, and dying for the redemp-
tion of apostate, guilty man. The peculiar
circumstances of the Son of God when he in-
stituted the supper are eminengly calculated
to * comimend his love to us,” and to excite
our gratitude to Him. e thought upon us,
and ordained this feast for our entertainment
not when the admiring multitude acknowledg-
ed that ¢ man neverspake like this man :”” not
when they led him in triumph to Jerusalem
“ spreading their garments in the way,” and

: shouting ¢ Hosanna to the Son of David.”
Very different were the circumstances of our

I.ord when he appointed this ordinance for

. the support and edification of his followers.
It was done * the same night in which he was
-betrayed.” The darkest scene of his humil-

_
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iation and suflering lay open to his view : The
cup of sorrow which he had often tasted, and
the lust dregs of which he was doomed to ex-
haust stood full before him. Ahead) he was
treacherously sold by one disciple ; he knew
that he was soon to be disowned, and desert.
ed by the other disciples, and that his blood
must shortly flow by the hands of those whom
“ he came to seck and to save;’ already his
“ soul was troubled,” and recmlme; at the
prospect of the horror of that wrath which
was soon to overwhelm him he began to ex-
postulate, £ O my Father! if it be possible

et this cup pass from me.”” But gmidst these
circumstances of humiliation and agony, the
compassionate Jesus was not unmindful of us;
he spread a table, and covered it with the
richest blessings which hisbounty couldafford.
I couldnot choose a sub]ect more appropriate
to the occasion of our meeting ; more adapted
to affectyourhearts, and my own, or prepare us
fur a suitable and profitableapproach to this sa-
cred festival than the love of Jesus Christ. The
great apostle tells us the effect which was pro. -
duced on his own soul by contemplations on

this theme, ¢ the love of Christ constraineth
us.”’

The word which we tranﬁ,late ¢ constrain”

is often used in the New-Testament, and li-
terally signifies ¢o hold, to possess, or exercise
dominion over ; so completely to subdue the ob-
Ject upon which it fastens as to control or earry
it along at pleasure. * 'The love of Jesus,”
says Paul, ¢ constrams me; it bas obtained,
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and now possesses an unlimited dominion
over my soul. While I contemplate its free-
dlom, its riches, its sovereignty, its immensi-
ty, I am lost in amazement; lam altogether
transported and scarcely know whether I am
in the body or out of the body. *¢ 'Fhe Lord
grant that such, through the abundant unction
of the Holy One, may be the effect on our
eold, lifeless hearts : while I endeavor,

I. To mention some instances of the Sa-
viour’s love, and shew :

II. To what this love will constrain us
when powerfully felt.

I. The Saviour's love is luminously mani- .
fested by what he has already done for us.
But we feel utterly at a loss when we attempt
to enumerate particulars, because the powers
of language must fall infinitely short of the
subject. To form any suitable coneeptions
of the love of God our Saviour it would be ne-
cessary to comprehend the number and ex-
quisiteness of those sorrows which he endured
from his cradle to his cross, the enormity of
all those crimes which he expiated ; the odi-
ousness of those pollutions which he washes
away ; the terrors of that ¢ second death the
sting”” of which he extracted ; the majesty of
that law the precept of which he obeyed in
his life, and the penaity of which he sustain-
ed in his death ; the horrors of that hell from
which he effectually redeems, and the glories
of that kingdom to which he has procured a
full, unalienable title. ¢ Christ hath redeemed
us from the curse of the law, being made a
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curse for us  'That he might sanctify the
people with his own bloed, he suffercd with-
outthe gate.” He made, in short, a reul, a
full, and everlasting satisfaction for the ini-
quities of his chosen.  This truth, so ¢xpres-
sive of the Redecmer’s love, and so replete
with consolation to his followers, is taught in
innumerable passages, and in language easy
to be understood. “ He was made of a wo-
man; made under the law, to redeem them
that were under the law, that we might re-
ceive the adoption of sons.” ¢ He is the end
of the law for righteousness to every one that
believeth;” ¢ he is the end of the law ;” he,
as the Substitute and Sponsor of his people,
obeyed and suffered until there was no more
demand either for obedience, or suffering ;
until the injuries of the law were fully repair-
ed, and the claims of divine justice paid to the
uttermost farthing.  ¢¢ He through the eternal
Spirit offered himself without spot, and by this
one offering perfected forever them that are
sanctified.” Christian, - has thy conscience
been often agitated by the recollection of past
oftences ? Hast thou ‘been ready with the Pa-
triarch to cry out, ¢ the arrows of the Almigh-
ty are within me, the poison whereof drinketh
up my spirit.” When, during these seasons of
disquictude and dismay, thou art enabled to
plead the atoning blood of Jesus, his covenant
rightecousness and to- behold the Father as
fully pacified through him, art thou not cen-
strained to adore his love ? Dost thou not con-
sider it as presenting ‘ a breadth, and length,



SERMON I. . 5

and depth and height” which surpass all com-
prehension ? .

But when in connection with the blessings
which the Redeemer procured we consider
the expence by which they were obtained our
admiration of his love necessarily encreases.
Had he purchased our pardon by a price easily
furnished, or removed every obstacle in our

way to glory without incurring much labor,

or overcoming strong opposition ; had he ex-
piated our guilt by the blood of lambs, or he-
goats ; had he washed off the stain of our in-

iquities«by the application of rivers of oil, or.

opened a way to the holiest of all by a single ef-
fort of his arm, his love must have appeared
great, but itappearedinfinitely greater,infinite-
ly more disinterested when we reflect that our
salvation was procured at the expence of so
much toil, and shame, and suffering to him-
self. Indeed, we can conceive no species of
degradation to which the Saviour did not stoop
nor any suffering which he did not endure in

obtaining the redemption of sinners. That.
we might enjoy *‘riches, durable and un- -

searchable riches,”  he became poor” in the
extreme; he passed like a stranger, and so-
journer onhisown earthand *he hadnot where
to lay his head :” he did not possess the least
portion of this world as his own, although he
was really its Creator and Lord. ¢ That he
might redeem us from the curse of the law”’
heendured that curse in his own body and scul
because in the estimation of law and justice, of

carth-and heaven *cursed is every one that
AZ
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hangeth on a tree.” That he might bring us
near to the Father, and provide for us fulness
of joy in his presence he must be shut out for
a season from the fellowship of the Father, and
be refused a solitary ray of his countenance to
support or revive ; he must be treated as an
alien, and outcast. Believer, hast thou any
assurance of Jehovah's love, and any enliven-
ing prospect of his communion forever, re-
member that to obtain this a ¢ horror of great
darkness” overspread the soul of the Surety,
and extorted from his lips that melancholy ex-
clamation, “my God! my God ! why hast
thou forsaken me 2 Why art thou so far from
helping me, and from the words of my roar-
ing ?” It is this circumstance which ought to
enhance the blessings of salvation in thine es-
teem, and excite the most elevated concep-
tions of the Redemer’s love that the purchase
of these blessings cost him a life of exquisite,
unparalleled sorrow, and *“ brought him at last
to the dust of death.” * This was a censidera-
tion which the apastle often mentioned for in-
fluencing his own heart, and the hearts of his.
hearers, and readers. < He loved me and
gave himself forme. He was made sin, a sin-
offering for us who knew no sin that we might
- be made the righteousness of God in him.”
This consideration will command the admira-
tion of the redeemed, and swell the arches of
heaven with shouts of adoration, and thanks-
giving through eternity. They now siiig, and
will be ever singing, * unto him that loved us,
and washed us from our sins in his own blood,
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and hath made us kings and priests unto Ged
and his Father, to him be glory and dominion
forever and ever, Amen.” Again, they turn
their faces towards the throne, and say with
loud voices, ¢ thou art worthy—for thou wast
slain and hast redeemed us to God by thy
blood.” What mingled emotions of wander,
and gratitude, and joy must they ever feel
when they behold in the midst of the throne
¢¢ a3 lamb as it had been slain,” and then reflect
that their joys had been procured by Ais sor-
rows ; their glories by his reproach ; their life
by his death ; their crowns by his cross; their
elevation so throres by his degradatien to the
manger. ,
2..¢ The love of Jesus” is manifested by

- what heis now doing as our advocateinheaven.

After he had by his vicarious obedience and
sacrifice laid down the full price of our re-
demption constrained by the same love he as-
cended to the higher court to see that every
blessing should be applied: * For Christ is not
entered into the holy places made with hands,
but into heaven itself, there to appear in the

- presence of God for us;’” and the same love

N

to his people, the same concern for their sal-
vation which he felt and manifested on earth,
he now feels, and manifests amidst all the
splendors of the throne, Our Lord, before
his departure from his apostles, fully assured
themof his gracious design in going to heaven,
and of the benefits which he should procure by
residing there in our nature, and name. ¢ Ne-
“vertheless I tell you the truth, it is expedient
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for you that I go away.” It was expedient
for us that he should continue on earth until
our redemption was finished, and sin put away
by the sacrifice of himself, and afterwards it
wasno less expedient that he should * enter
the most holy place, and there appear as our
forerunner and advocate.” ¢ If1 go not away-
the Comforter will not come, but if I depart™
I will send him unto you.” He sends down
the Holy Ghost in his varied influences to seal,
ta console, to sanctify, and prepare them for
the possession of that kingdom which he pro-
cured on his cross. “ He possesses all the ful-
ness of the Godhead bodily,"” and from this ful-
ness he imparts to his favored members more
life, more light, more love, more joy, until
they receive the end of their faith even their
_full and final salvation. ¢ e is able to save
them to the uttermost that come unto God by
him, because he ever liveth to make interces-
sion for them.” This passage is peculiarly in-
structive, and affords a display of the Redeem-
er’s concern for our interests altogcther incre-
dible, had not Jehovah revealed it. It appears.
to intimate that the great design of his life in
heaven is to intercede for his church upon
earth, to manage all her concerns, and per-
fect hersalvation. Although he is there ““ ex-
alted far above all heavens, angels and princi-
palities and powers being made subject unto
him,” yet his eyes are constantly fastened upon
his living members : ¢ In all their afflictions
he is afflicted :” Every reproach that is cast
at them he feels as cast at_himself: Every
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tear hie notices as it starts in the eye, and ten-

. derly wipes away : Every arrow that is shot
at them by the archers of hell he wards off,
.unless necessary for the more perfect trial of
their faith and patience. This ¢ Keeper of Is-
rael neither slumbers, nor sleeps.”” ¢ Having
loved his own which were in the world, and

* given himself an offering without spot for their
reconciliation he loved them unto the end.”
He never ceases to watch over them ; to guide
and guard, and sympathise, and support while
they are exposed to the sorrows or toils or pe-
rils of this wilderness.

But the Saviour’s love to his people, his
solicitude for their welfare is not confined te
the present world. .

3. It will be illustriously displayed in sup-
porting them during their last conflict, and gi- .
ving them a safe, triumphant entrance to the
possession of all that glory which is reserved
for them. *“I go to prepare a place for you -
And if I go, and prepare a place for you I will
come again, and receive you unto myself ;'
that where I am, there ye may be also.” Next
to the glory of his Father, their felicity and
glory in his presence were the great purposes
which he contemplated inhis undertaking from
eternity ; in all the sufferings which as their
Surety he endured on earth, and in every plea
whichhe offers up as their Advocate in heaven,
and he will never rest until these purposes are
fully accomplished. While he intercedes,
“ holy Father, keep through thine own name,
those whom thou hastgiven me : sanctify them
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through thy truth ; thy word is truth,” he adds
with equal affection for them, and zeal for
their welfare, ¢ I will that they als» whom thou
hast given me be with me ; that they may be-
hold my glory which theu hast given me.”Sucly
is his prayer before the throne in their behalfy
~and whenthe moment of their translatienarrives
he sends forth his angels, as ministers of state,
totake charge oftheirdeparting spirits, andcon-
duct them safe to his communion. With what
expressions of love will he-then receive them,
and welcome them to those mansions which he
had obtained at the expence of his own blood ?
With what affection. will he introduce them to
his Father by whose hand their nameshad been
written in the volume of life from eternity, and
the pledges of whose favor they had frequently
enjoyed upon earth 2 With what delight inef-
fable will he lead them along, introducing
them to the various orders of elect, unsinning
angels who had invisibly guarded them in this
world, and ministered to their wants ? How
affectionately will he then invite them to a seat
with himself and all the kindred spirits before
the throne, that innumerable throng of all na-
tions, ‘¢ who came out of great tribulation,
and washed their robes, and made them white
in the blood of the Lamb and are thercfore
before the throne of God ?” ¢ Behold what
manner of love, but its displays will not ter-
minate then. He will hereafter descend from
heaven; hewill raise up their bodies which had
slumbered for ages inactive in the grave ; * he
will fashion them like untohis own glorious bo-
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dy,”and render them a fitpartner for theperfect
spirit in the joys of the heavenly world. ¢ This
corruptible shall put on incorr uption, and this
mortal shall put on immortality >> It was ne-
cessary that they should be * conformed to the
Lord Jesus in the likeness of his death;” It
was a part of his humiliation that he ¢ should

become obedient unto death,” and it is a part .

of theirs in consequence of sin that the relation

between soul and body must be dissolved by.

dying ; butif they are “conformedto him inthe
'lxkencss of his death they’ shall also be in the
likeness of his resurrection.” The little re-

proach of falling victims  to the King of ter-.
rors” will add to the triumphs of that hour

‘when they shall rise from his dominion * more

thanconquerors through him thatlovedthem.:” -

the pain which the soul and the body experi-
enced in being separated from each other will
only tend to augment their joy in meeting ne-
ver to part any ‘more, and all the gloom of the
grave ‘will serve only to hieighten the glories
of the heavenly city, and enhance their grati-
tude to their great Deliverer.

This is a part of the Redemer’s love, but’

how imperfectly can it be either known, or ut-

tered, or conceived in the | present life ? Itpos-

sesses a (¢ height” which no intellect human,
or angehc can soar to conceive, and a** depth”
which after the lapse of everlasting ages can-
not be fully fathomed. The infiniteé mind a-

lonc is capable of comprehending its vast di- -

mensions.. The chief that we arenow capable

of knowing is that it is not-to be known, and
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the chief that we can speak or writeofit is that
it is notto be described.

As the Son of God manifested his love, a

love the most pure, unmerited, disinterested
in engaging from eternity tobecome the Sure-
ty of his chosen, in emptying himself of his
glory, in appearing inthe likeness of sinful lesh
and making his soul an offering for their sins
he will display it through eternity to come in
imparting to them all the blessings of his
purchase, and inconceivably more than can
now be imagined. ¢ He will lead them into
living fountains of water ;”” He will unfold to

their expanded, ever expanding capacities all

the mysteries both of hisprovidence and grace:
He will shew them that as wisdom and love
reigned in the counsel of peace when the

scheme of their recovery was devised, these at. .

tributes of Jehovah no less reigned in every

dispensation towards them from their first ex--

istence until their entrance into heaven: He

will shew to them that those trials at which-

their faith staggered, and their corruptions
murmured were probably among the most

wise and gracious parts of his procedure ; that-

only ¢ when need was they had been in hea.
viness through manifold temptations, that the
trial of their faith being much more precious
than gold which perisheth might be found un.
to praise, and honor and glory” at last.

From these reflections on the love of Christ,
we are led,

II. To consider its effect on the hearts of
his children, ¢ We love him because he first
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Joved us.” ¢ The love of Christ constraineth
us.” '
~1st. Thelove of Christ shed abroad through
the heart will constrain us supremely to delight
and rejoice in him, ‘T'othe carnaleye there is
no excellence.in the Saviour of the world.
¢ He dppears without forn, or comeliness, or
_any beauty thatthey should desire him.” There
is nothing to charm the mighty or noble in one
‘who was known, or owned by * none of the
Princes of this world ;* who ¢ as concerning
the flesh” dﬁscendedfx om an obscure v1rgm,
and after associating with illiterate, despised
fishermen died upon a cross. "There is noth-
ing to attract the attention of the gay and mer-
ry in one who was a stranger to all the plea-
sures of life ; who was dlstmcruxshed ‘“asa
‘man of sorrows ; who was acquamted with
grlef and hid not his face from shame and spit-
ting.”” To persons of this character the Sa-
viour appeared while he dwelt on earth, and
to such he still appears although raised to the
throne ¢‘ as a tender plant, as<aroot springing
out of a dry ground, despised and rejected.”
. But when in the hght of celestial truth shining
upon his heart the sinner beholds the Saviour
in his mediatorial excellencxcs, and fulness ;
“when he discerns him in his true character as
¢ a propitiation for our sins,” as ‘‘ coming to
seek and save them that are lost;” when he
apprehends him by the eye of faith as a Savi-
our suitedto hisown circumstancesand wants ;
when he beholds him as not only ¢ mighty
to swe,” but willing * to save to the uviicr--
B
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most zil that come to him,” how does his
soul kindle with admiration at his love ? How
. does it expand with gratltude, and joy ? How

eagerly does he embrace this friend of sinners
as his riglhtcousness, his shield, his glory, and
the /s fte' up of hishead? How cordially does he
render Jove for love? Every created object
then loses its charms when contrasted with
precious Christ, as the taper is obscured when
the candle is lighted up, or as the stars dis-
appear at the rising of the sun the Priace of
day. The soul, having tasted that the Lord
Jesus is gracious, would not part with any of-
fice, or rchtlon, or promise belonging to him
for the acquisition of a world, and there is no-
thing in the world with which he would not
willingly part at the call of Christ. “ Lo, we
have left’ all, and followed thee.” 1 count
all things but loss for the excellency of the
knowledge of JesusChrist my Lord.” Whom
having not seen ye love, and inwhom although
ye see him not yet believing ye rejoice withi
joy unspeakable, and full of glory,” Jesus
as stooping to assume our nature, and * re-
deem us to God by his own blood ;> ‘as car-
rying this nature and his own blood “ int6 the -
most holy place there to appear in the pre-
sence of God” is chief in the thoughts and
desiresof hispeople: Heappears fairerthan the
children of men : Yeahe is in their estimation
aitogether lovely. And permit me to remark
that there cannot possibly be an excess of love
towards him, because the object loved pos-
sesses ipfinite excellencies. We may admire
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aridesteema created object too much, because
its nature is limited, and we give that affection
-to a creature to which the Creator is exclu-
sively entitled. But when Jesus, who is Je-
hovah, is the object of ouraffection, we cannot
be extravagant: We cannot go to an extreme
in admiring, and esteeming, and loving him.
"I’herearenobounds to his goodness and glory,
and therefore there needbe noneto our desires
alter him, and our delight in him. In pro-
portion as our knowledge of Christ and him:
crucified improves, the more intense and dis-
interested our love tohimnecessarily becomes.
*“ Whom have I in heaven,” blessed Jesus,
‘ but thee,” will be the language of all who
have seen his glory, or tasted his grace. They
delight to ¢/ink of him ; to reed of him; to
hear of him ; to speak of him, and to him,
and for him ; to waiz on hinr in the sanctua-
ry; to receive him as exhibited in the holy
supper under the symbols of bread and wine ;
to serve him in every act of new obedience ;
to follow him through glory and reproach; to
take up the cross in compliance with his call
and as a pledge of receiving a crown hereafter:
It is their chiefest grief, their deepest humil-
iation that they cannot love him more ardent-
ly, and serve him more perfectly. Their
most refreshing joyous seasonsare those when
“ hislove is shedabroad through their hearts,”
and their most melancholy, disconsolate hours
are those when ¢ he withdraws himself and
is gone :”” Inthe lively exercise of faith they
qecasionally exult in the prospect of spending
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an eternity near to him, basking under the -
light of his countenance, and receiving the
full communications of his love.

2. The love of Jesus when savingly felt
will constrain us openly to profess and follow
him. *“As with the heart man believeth un-
to righteousuess with the mouth confession
will be made unto salvation.” This is a con-
sidcration to which I would most earnestly
solicit your attention. There are many in
the visible church who appear afraidtobe con-
sidered altogether christians. They endea-
vor to play a species of loose game between
Christ, and the world, or to reconcile what is
shsolutely irreconcileable ‘¢ the friendship of
this world and the friendship of God.* Con-
science will not permit them to deny the gos-
pel, turn their back upon ordinances, and al-
together renounce the christian character, and
hopes, yet the fear of reproach, and derision,
or reluctance to deny themselves some fash-
ionable amusements prevent them .from
avowing openly - their attachment to the Sa-
viour’s cross. Their profession is of a gen-
eral nature. They attend upon those ordi-
nances where mankind promiscuously attend,
but keep back from those peculiar, distin-
guishing institutions of religion, those insti-
tutions by which the christian character is
- discriminated, and by the observance of which
we are obliged to comé out of the world as
followers of the Lamb. But this spirit betrays
a cowardice unworthy of the christain name,
and the claims of such to the christian charac-

B e b o
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ter will not be acknowledged by the great
Authorofoursalvation. None whoare ashamed
to own the Saviour now, shall be owned by
him before his Father, and the angels Zereaf-
ter. He is ¢/ghibited in the capacity of a Cap-
tain, and Gvery true soldier must rally openly
beneath his standard : He is a Prince, and
will be obeyed in all his commands by all his
“subjects. “ Whosoever shall confess me be-
fore men ;" whosoever actuated by a princi-
ple of love to me his Saviour, and of submis-
sion to my authority as his Lord makes a gen-
erous,open acknowledgement of me by obey-
ing my commandments, and walking in mine
ordinances, ¢ him will I also confess before
my Father which is in heaven.” ¢ But who-
soever,” ba his occupation or rank what they
may, ¢ shall be ashamed of me, and of my
words, before this adulterous and sinful gen-
eration, of him also shall the Son of man be
ashamed when he comes in the glory of his
Father with the holy angels.” He does not
-more affectionately invite, ¢ Look unto me
and be ye saved,” than he imperiously com-
mands, ¢ take my yoke upon you, and learn
of me.” Heis not only a Priest, but a Prince
upon his throne, and as he offers a righteous-
ness with which his followers must be adorn-
ed he also reaches forth a sceptre to which
they must bow. ‘ Him hath God exalted
with his right hand to be a Prince and a Sa-
viour,” and all who cordizlly rejoice in the
righteousness of the Saviour will cordialiy re-
vere the majesty of the Prince, and obey e-
B2 ’
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very law of his house. When the Eunuch
was converted to the christian faith he imme-

diately asked water that he might be bapti- -

sed; he improved the first opporjunity of ex-
ptessmghls love tothe Saviour bguttending to
this institution of his worship/ <vVhen Saul
of Tarsus was brought to a kmewledge of the
truth as it is in Jesus ‘ he arose, and was
baptised ;” the early converts to the christian
church ¢ continued stedfast in the apostles
doctrine, and fellowship, and in brcakmg of
bread, and in prayer,”

3. The love of Jesus savingly shed abroad
through the heart will constrain us to make a-

ny sacrifice that is requisite for holding fast-

cur profession. It is a maxim laid down
Ly eternal truth that ¢ we cannot<serve God
and mammon,” we cannot approve ourselves
the faithful followers of Christ, and conform
to the false opinions, or sinful practices of the
world. ‘The war between ¢ the seed of the
woman, and the seed of the serpent” began
in Paradise, and will continue until the con-
summation of all things, and therefore oppo-
sition may be expected ; it must be encoun-
tered by all «“ who live Godly inChristJesus.”
They who are enmity against God cannot
ke the real friends of any who bear his image,
orappearopenly forhiscause. Theywillderide
all religion as imposture or enthusiasm : they
will vil fy its professors as either deceiving, or
deceived, and its ministersaspreaching to-oth-
ers doctrines not believed by themselves. But
they who are sanctified by divine grace wilk

>
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“ follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth,”
and at all hazards : They will accompany him
to the cross, if he is calling them to it, no less .
than to the crown ; ““in evil report no less than
in good report:? They will adhere to their -
profession of him, and aim at walking worthy
of their profcssion at the hazard of feeling, or
* property, or reputation, or life. It is an an-
tient and just remark that ¢ all christians are
martyrs in resolution ;” they feel obligated to
part withany thingratherthan part with Christ;
they love their character, theirestates, their re-
lations, .their friends, but their love to a com-
passionate bleeding Saviour is incomparably -
more ardent, and inviolable, and rather will .
they resign all the former than retiounce him,
or be eternal outcasts from his presence. Our
Lord and Master has not deceived us in this
respect, and as we value our souls let us not
deceive ourselves. ‘¢ Whosoever doth not
bear his cross, and come after me cannot be
“my disciple ; he ought not to be reckoned a-
mong my followers now for he shall have
¢ neither part nor lot” in their glory hereafter.
Again, “ If any man come to me, and hate
not his father, and mother, and wife, and chil-
dren, yea, and his own life also he cannot be
my disciple ;’ that is, if his love to them be
“not less than his love to me : if he is not rea-
dy to resist their entreaties, and commands
when they come in competitiorn with my au-
thority or are hostile to my interests *¢ he can-
not be my disciple.” .But every obstacle of
this nature the constraining influence of Jehes.
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vah’s grace will enable us easily to surmount.
The christain with the love of Jesus glowing
in his heart, and heaven with its glories open-
ing to his eye will reason in the following man-
ner, ‘ the Saviour did not recoil at opposi-
tion or hardship when substituted in my room
and accomplishing my redemption : For my
sake he endured the contradiction of sinners
against himself,” he hid not his face from
shame, and spitting ;" he was vilified -as an
enemy to Cesar, as a deceiver, a babbler, a
blasphemer, nay, “ he became obedient unto
-death even the death of the cross” for me,
and shall I recoil at the prospect of a little re-
proach for him, and in promoting the inter-
ests of his kingdom ? For my sake his soul
was troubled through a sense of the displeasure.
of his Father ; he bear the vengeance of Al-
mighty God, that vengeance which like an.
overflowing torrent must have overwhelmed.
my soul forever, and shall not I in return.
meet the derision, or rage of feeble, mortal
man ; man whose breath is in his nostrils ;
whose friendship cannot materially profit, and.
whose reproach, or wrath cannot materially.
injure me.” This ardent, inextinguishable
love to the Saviour ; this dignified, unshaken.
adherence to their profession in. defiance of
opposition eminently appeared in the early a-
ges of the church, and adorned the first cor-
verts to the christian faith. * They received.
joyfully the spoiling of their goods ;> when.
they were obliged either to sacrifice them, or
their allegiance to the Captain of their salva~
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tion: ¢ They loved not their lives unto the
death,” but rejoiced that they were counted
worthy tosuffer notonly shame, but even death
Jor his name-. .
4. The love of Jesus powerfully felt in the
heart will constrain us disinterestedly to aim
at the advancement of his glory in the earth.
The christian, contemplating the condescen-
sion and grace of his Lord, will readily ac-
knowledge, * it is little that ¥ can do in re«
turn to him who has done so much, and suf.
fered so much for me ; who has redeemed me
~from en exceeding, eternal weight of wrath,
and purchased for me an eaceeding, eternal
weight of glory ; yet as ability is given I de.
sire to spend and be spent in his service, and
for his honor : I cannot express my gratitude
for his love, nor my obligation to live to him,
and for him : I acknowledge that after all I
do, or can do, were my talents much more nu-
merous than they are, and these all exclusive-
ly devoted to his service, I must remain an
infinite, eternal debtor to his grace: I am ad-
monished this day that T am not my own, but
bought with a price all price beyond : I be-
hold in the bread and wine, these symbols of
the body and blood of my dear Redeemer,
the amazing expence at which my pardon and
peace were procured : Here I behold in the
most impressive, interesting light, the grace
of the Lord Jesus, and his compassion to in-
significant, wretched, hell-deserving sinners :
I behold in this ordinance a representation of
the Father’s EQUAL and FELLOW beco-~
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ming a man of sorrows ; him who originally
was fatrer than the children of men, with his
visage so marred more than any man, and his
form more than the sons of men ; the Prince
of life made of no reputation, put to grief, and
dying the death of the cross: 1 will there.
fore glorify him in my body and soul which
are his.”’ Is the christian possessed of wealth,
ke will cheerfully part with a portion of this
for supplying the poor of Jesus or spreading
abroad t4e savour of his name, as providence
may require : That same principle of love
which constrained the primitive believers to
resign houses or lands, will constrain believ-.
ers now to give up a share of their worldly
substance when the honor or interést of their
Lord nray require it. :
Beloved brethren, need I mention that, al-
though this is a reasonable, it is a mournfully
neglected service. Many professors are seem-.
ingly willing to do any thing for Jesus Christ,
except sparing their property. They will talk
eloquently, and, to human appearance, feeling-
ly of his condescension, and for his cause.—
They will pray with seeming fervor, ¢ that his
poor may be supplied, that his kingdom may.
come, that his gospel may be diffused, and his:
glory promoted ;” but ask them for the means
of supplying his poor, or diffusing his gospel, or

\ promoting his glory, and they instantly startle
\ and call it a Aerd saying. How inconsistent
" is such conduct 2 How unworthy the follow- .
- ers of him who ¢ although he was rich yet for

' our sakes became poor 27 Can we, if our.
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fiearts are warm with his love, refuse a share
of our earthly goods at his call ; goods which
his free, unmerited bounty has given us;
which his blessing alone can sanctify or render
comfortable, and which he may recall at his
pleasure ? Besides, a dxsposmon ¢ ready to
distribute, willing to communicate,”” may be
‘pronounced the most honorable because it is

the most disinterested expression of our grati.

tude to the Redeemér’s love. There is some-
thing dlgmﬁed in taking .our seats in his sanc.
tuary ; in mingling our voices in his praise ;
in listening with solemnity to his message ;
and bearing our public testimony for his
cause. There is something dignificd in rising’
from our seats on this sacramental occasion,
in approaching -his table, and, over the sym-
bols of his .body and blood, aﬂ'ecuonately a-
vouching him to be our Redeemer and Lord:
There' is something dignified in speaking
boldly for Jesus, when his essential glory, as
God, is denied, or any part of his truth igno-
rantly or “wilfully perverted : But there is
something more dignified, because more dis-

[
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interested in consecrating to him a portion of* !

‘our property, the worldlmfrs idol, when we
expect nothing.

Permit me to apply thxs doctrine by urging
you all to entertain elevated views of the love
of ¢ the great God our Saviour.” Imperfect,
contracted thoughts of his grace may be con-
sidered as the chlef source of unbelief in sin-
ners, and the radical cause of all that indiffer-
eace in his service, that distrust and discon-
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tent under the dispensations of his providence
which appear among the saints. When the
sinner is brought to serious reflection ; when
he has obtained some deep dlscovery of his
guilt, and deformity, and danger, he is prone
to stand aloof from the Saviour ; he is afraid
to look towards him, or trust his soul on his
mercy for salvation ; he considers himself in-
finitely unworthy the attention of a Being so
glorious ; too vile, too contemptible to be no-
ticed by Him who is greater than the kings
of the earth, or to receive a blessing so pre-
cious as eternal life through his name; he
concludes that the Redeemer must be unwil-
. *ling to extend mercy to such a wretch as he
is. All these reasonings of unbelief arise from
want of suitable conceptions of the love of Je-
sus. What moved him from everlasting to
offer himself as a surety for fallen man, and
actually undertake in our room ? It was LovE.
What moved him to appear in the fulness of
time, to veil hisglory in human flesh, and stoop
even to the humble condition of a servant ?
It was Jove. 'What moved hini to submit vo-
luntarily to poverty, and reproach and sor-
rows, and sufferings which remain without a
parallel, without even a comparison in the an-
nals of the world ? It was Jove. 'Why need
be be * an hungred, when the earth was his
and the fulness thereof ;" without a place to
lay his head, when ¢ he was the heir of all
things, and upheld them by the word of his
power ; or bear to be mocked as a blasphemer
when zeal for his Father's glory was con-

IR
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suming him ? It was love. Why did he suffer

himself tamely to be betrayed into the hands
of sinners, when legions of angels were ready
to avenge his quarrel, or he could, with his
own uncreated, omnipotent arm, have ground
to powder the hosts of his opposers ? It was
love. Why need he .stedfustly set his face
to go to Jerusalem, when he knew the igno-
minious, painful decease which he had there
to accomplish, and at last bear, without *open-
ing his mouth’ by way of murmur, that shock
of heaven’s wrath which would have crushed
a world to hell ? It was love. Anxious, trem-
bling sinners, has the Saviour done and en-
dured all these things in love to your souls, ~
and to work out your salvation, and can you
now question his good will to you, or doubt
his readiness to receive. Did he withhis own
‘¢ blood redeem you from the wrath to come,”
and will he doom you to sink beneath the
weight of this wrath with desires after mercy

_in your hearts, and cries for mercy in your
lips ? Has he wrought out on his cross, does

he bring near in his gospel “ a garment of
salvation,” and will he refuse it to those who
are willing to put it.on ? After he has tender-
ed to his Father’s justice the full price of your

emancipation, and is now ‘¢ proclaiming li-’
berty to the captives,” will he leave you to
languish in everlasting chains when supplica-
ting for help ? Has he “‘ opened a new and li-
ving way to the holiest of all,” by suffering
¢ the vail of his flesh to be rent in twain,”

‘and will he shut out any who are anxious to



/
f

<6 SERMON J.

entcr in ? Surely a part thus inconsistent,
would not be acted by any prudent, rcﬂectmg
man. Woulda Prince, after he has prepared
a banquet for his subjects, and under his ewn
‘hand and seal issued his proclamation, invi-
ting all to partake of it, exclude any that ap-
proached ? Or would a physician, moved
by pure pity, enter the very room where a pa-
tient lay tortured with some malignant diseasc,
/'md yet refuse the healing balm, anwmg that
he could easily effect a cure? And will the
Son of God, who came to seve sinners, refuse

/ salvation to any sinner who ear nestly seeks it 2

Wiil he reject them because their sins are
great, when the more numeroys and aggrava.
‘ted our offences are the greater opportunity he
has of displaying his grace in forgiving them ?
The more foul and desperate our discases are
the more l'iustnous.y can this phy sician ma-
nifest both his skjll and compassion, in per-
fecting our cure. Aim therefore, O brethren,
at cherishing a suitable persuasion of his love.
Believe that “ he waits to be gracious ;' that
he stands with out-stretched arms to reccive
any who apply ; that ¢ his blocd cleanses from
all sin,” and that he is willing, infinitely wil-
ling that it be applied for cleansing you. It
is a faithful saying, and Worthy of all accep.
tation, that Je&us Christ came into the world
to save sinners * How cordially does he en.
treat, ¢ If any man thirst, let him come to me
and drink.” *~ How impressively does he this
day proclaim his love not merely by the pro-
Joises of his gospel but by placing before you,

- Coogle—. .
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#n" the ordinance of the supper, his very body
<¢ crucified for you 2 Every print of the nails:
in his hands ;- every mark of the thorns on his
head ; every drop’of that purple laver which
flowed from his plerced side, 1s"a voice speak- .
ing loudly and movingly of his love.. And
while your eyves see, and your ears hear, may
your hearts melt with penitential sorrow, and

" your lips be ready to cry out, the love of

Christ constraineth us. .

The want of suitable conceptions of the Sa.
viour’s love is also the source of all that dis-"
trust in difficulty, and that discontént amidst
the afflictions of life, which frequently appear
among even his truc followers. "Those who.
are in poverty of outward condition, who have
numerous famiies, and small-means of sup-
portmg them, are often distracted with anx-
tous fears.. When this or the other stream,

- from which-they have been supplied, seems

to dry up, they are instantly alarmed, and rea-
dy to conclude that they, or [their chxldren,
must unavoidably come to want. But con-
templations-on the grace,  and all-sufficiency
of Jesus, would relieve from all these anxious’
thoughts. Has he in infinite love furnisheda
robe for our souls, a robe which: will shine un-
fading forever, and will he refuse a little rai--
ment for our perishing bodies ? Or, ¢ does he
clothe the lilly of the field which' to-day is,
and to-morrow is cast into the oven,” and
shall those who were ransomed with his blood,
and renewed after his image, be doomed to
nakedness 2 Does he give us Ais flesh to eat ;
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even that living bread which came down frenz
heaven, and from all the stores of his bounty
will he not supply our bodily wants during
the few davs, or weeks, or months that we
continue upornr earth ? Or does he *“feed the
yvoung ravens that cry to him,”” and will he
suffer the childien of his own family to lan-
¢uish with hunger ? Is he gone to * prepare
a place for us” in his Father’s presence, en
louse cternal in the heavens, and will he not
afford a suituble habitation in this world ?
« O, ye of little faith,” contemplate the love
of Jesus, and no longer doubt. The earth is
his, and the fulness thereof, and as the trea-
sure is inexhaustible, hisheart is infinitely rea-
dy to bestow. ¢ He will give grace, and glo- -
rv, and no good thing will he withhold from
them that walk uprightly.” -
Again, when we are shaken from our con. -
fidence, and discouraged by the trials of our
christian warfare, let us reflect on what the -
Saviour suffered for us. 'While we consider
him who ¢ endurcd the contradietion of sin-
ners against himself,” cannot we bear a little
reproach, or persecution, for rightcousness
sake 2 Or can we feel discontented without
carthly riches, when we behold him ¢ for our
sakes becoming poor ?”” The Liord Jesus has
consecrated the humble cottage by choosing
a manger for his residence, and has conferred
glory on obscurity by living unknown to the
noble of this world. Can we repine at any
neglect with which, on his account, we may
be treated by our former friends, or acquain-
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- tances, when we rgmember that “ he came to
His own and they received him not ;”” and that
when his- conflict was the most arduous, he
was forsaken and denied by his own apostles ?
We may learn submission to the various tri-
als ‘of our life, not merely by contemplating
the more cxquisite, comphcated sufferings of"
our Lord, but the patience and fortitude with
which he sustained them. ¢ When he was
reviled, he reviled not again : He was led as
a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before’
her shearers: is dumb, so he opened not his
raouth *> ) .
Enlarged views of the Redeemer’s love will:
not only tend to reconcile to all the difficulties
" of life, but must necessarily enflame our zeal,
and excite toa holy diligence, and disinterest--
edness in his service. Can we cherish a self-:

_ ish; contracted, interested disposition, a dis--
position which ¢ seeks only its own” when-
we behold him: leaving the bosom of his Fa--
ther, ¢“ emptying himself of his glory, endu--
ring the cross; and-despising the shame for
us 2’ Can we feel reluctant in ministering to
the necessities of others, particularly of his:
-saints,- when we consider that he became the
author of eternal salvation-to-us-? Which of
us could refuse a little raiment to a needy dis--
ciple of Jesus,-when we recollect that he has
furnished a rabe of righteousness for us, or-
could we deny a lodging to-one of his desti-
tute followers, when we reflect that he him-
self is preparing a mansion of glory for us!
Who would not love a Saviour whe thus ar--

c‘ Q.
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dently and disinterestedly loved us? Who
would not serve him ? Who would not speak.
of him, and for him ? Who would, who could
spare their silver, or gold as a thank-offering
to him who spared not himself in our room,
and for ourprofit ? Constrained by love to us he
thought nothing too dear to resign for promo-
ting our interests and constrained by the same
principle we shall cheerfully part with all for:
promoting his. This holy flame kindling, and
glowing in the soul will reconcile us to endure
any difficulty, to encounter any danger, to
discharge every duty,to glory in any reproach,
to make any sacrifice of ease, or interest at
his command. The more frequently we con-
template, and the more fully we comprehend
the love of a dying Saviour the more ¢ pa-
tient we will become in tribulation ;”’ the
more ‘‘ fervent in prayer;” the mere pure
and ardent in every expression of gratitude ;
the more cheerful, and disinterested in every
act of obedience ; the more regardless we
must feel of the empty honors, and pleasures
of earth, and the more desirous to participate
the unmingled joys, and the full-orbed glo-
ries of the heavenly world. :
With suitable conceptions of his love, how
joyfully would we this day behold this enter-
tainment which his bounty hasprovided ? How
cagerly would we press forward to receive
these memorials of his death, and pledges ‘of
his future appearing ? Owing to the contrac-
tion of eur hearts we ofien measure ¢ his ways
by our own ways,” and ‘“ his thoughts by
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our own thoughts,” and therefore view this
ordinance with a degree of anxiety and dread;
we approach it rather with the terror of slaves,
than with the confidence and affection of sons.
But did we reflect that the Lord Jesus is both
the author, and substance of this banquet ;
that it is @ feast of love ; that he here unlocks
for our enjoyment the treasures which he
purchased as our Surety, and which are now
deposited with him as the trustee of the co-
venant ; that he has not only covered this ta-"
ble with the richest blessings of salvation, but
has provided every thing that is necessary for
our comfortable approach to it; that he pre-
sents his own righteousness to adorn, and re-
commend us to the acceptance of the Father;
that he promises his Spirit to enlighten, and
enliven, and awake to suitable éxercises all
the graces which he has implanted; that he
sends forth his ministers as stewards in his fa-
mily to declare ¢ that all things are ready ;”
that he is really, although invisibly, present
at his own table to see that every arrange-
ment is made for their accommodation, did
we realis¢ these things how cheerfully would
we go forward to take our seats ; how freely
would we partake of that feast of fat things,
those wines on the lees which his bounty has
furnished ? When the table is removed at the
conglusion of one entertainment, how would
we long until it was spread on another occa-
_sion ? Sisters and brethren, improve these
truths for your greater liberty this day in ap-
proaching the table of your Liord, Every step
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to it is paved with love; The arms of his mer:
cy are over you and underneath you; onyour
right hand and-on your left. No langnagc can’
express the ardbor of his love to you, and that
delight with which he dispenses every neces--
sary blessing : And remember, the greater
the expense at which tlie purchase was made,:
the more pleased- he is in seeing them- receiv--
cd for your establishment and consclation —
When your faith is strengthened ;° when your
peace is promoted ;° when your love rises up
into a purer flame; when your hepd¢s are brigh-
tened ; when your enemies are defeated,-and
driven before’ you ;- when your vows are re-
. newed, and your souls animated to greater vi-
gor in "the work of the Lord, then his design
in dying for you ; his design-in spreadingand
furnishing this table for you is answered :- He
recollects with new pleasure all that he under-
went from the cradle to the cross for your sal-
vation. May the celestial fire come down on
the heart of every intended communicant,
obliging us to exclaim, the love q/' Christ con-
straineth us. AMEN.
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But he was wounded for our transgresszons ; e
was bruised. for our iniguities ; the chastise-
ment of “our peace was upon him, and with
his stripes we are healed.

THE redemption of man, through- the
mediation of Jesus Christ, is the chiefest of
the ways of God: We may trace the origin
of this scheme back to the depths of eternity
past ;* we behold the great out-lines' drawn by
the Co-Equal Three, when sitting ¢ inthe_
counsel of peace,’” and deliberating on the re-
covery of our ruined world ; we see it occu-
pying the attention of holy men, inspired by
the Holy Ghost in all the ages of time, and’
its effectsboth on the damned andthe redeem.
ed, will be great beyond coneeption through--
out eternity to come. Abel the second child
that was bern in our world, offered up a sa-.-
crifice to typify Jesus Jehovah our propma-
tion : ‘“Enoch, the seventh from- Adam,”

_prophesned of his coming. ~ Abraham, the fa-
ther of the faithful, saw in prophetic vision
his day afar off: Prophets, who arose in suc-
cession, during a period of nearly four thou-
sand years, foretold his sufferings and glory :
Still as the fulness of the time drew near, their
anxiety was more awakened, and they pointed
out more minutely the tnme., and place, and

circumstances of his commg -Rays of horht
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reflected from ¢ the Sun of righteousness’
ages before he arose, enabled them to discern’
more clearly the mystery of his birth, and suf-

ferings, and salvation. But perhaps no part

of antient prophesy exhibits more explicitly
these interesting events than the chapter from-
which our text is chosen. Alluding to the
meanness of his birth, this inspired harbinger

asserts, ‘‘ he shall be like a root out of a dry’
ground, and when we shall sce lim-there is’
no beauty that we should desire him,” noex-
ternal charms to captivate the carnal eye.—

Referring to that neglect, and those sufferings-
which-the Saviour of the, world so singularly
experienced, he adds, ¢ he is despised, and-
rejected of men ; a man of sorrows, and ac-

quainted with grief :” But in the verse whiech’
we have chosen as the subject of our present
consideration, the prophet becomes still more
pointed in his meaning, and declares, *‘ he was
wounded for our transgressions ; he was brui-

sed for our iniquities ;- the chastisement of-
our peace was upon him, and with- his stripes

we arc healed.” .

- ‘Fhe sufferings of the Son of God, the pro--.
curing cause of these sufferings, and their
happy issue, are truths obviously contained in-

“the text, and to these, in their ofder, your at-
tention shall be directed..

1. The sufferings ofthe Son of God. These’
are expressed by the prophet under a-variety.
of language. He represents the Lord of glo-
ry as * wounded, and: bruised,” as bearing
¢ chastisement, and stripes.” These may be'

.

o
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<onsidered as comprehendmg all the miseries
which he endured from the manger to the
cross, from Bethlehem to Calvary. His whole
life was a scene of humiliation, and suffering,
‘and sorrow. In his birth he was denied a re-
‘sidence in the abodes of men, but was laid
in a manger : Bethiehem the place of his na-
tivity was an obscure village, and as a pro-
phet expresses it ¢ was small among the thou-
- sands of Judah :* He was early persecuted
“and banished from his kindred, and natiwe
country through the influence of an envious
«capricioys. Prince : Although constantly em-
ployed in officesof kindnoss o man, - he was
des[nsed and rejected;” and a strangcr to
those enjoyments which are requisite for the
-comfortable support of human nature : Al-
though he was the Father’s servant, appoint-
ed to “ destroy the works of the devil,” and
erect a kingdem of righteousness in the World
and although he was ardently engaged in ac-
complishing this work, yet he wasvilified as
a “Blasphemer” anda<, ¢ casting out devils
by Belz¢bub the prince of devils > In ‘short
he is dlstmgmshed in scripture as ““a man of
sorrow,” intimating that all the sorrows ofall
-other men were not to be compared to his, and
“acquainted with grief,” as if hetwas really a
stranger to every thing else. But the language
.used by the prophet is too strong to be appli-
ed to any part of the Redemer’s suﬁ'ermgs yet
mentioned : It was in the concluding scene of
his humiliation that they were realized in all
their emphasis, and may be considered as in-

-~
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cluding all that -he then endured from earth,
and hell, and heaven.

The Saviour suffered . much in his last hours
from the men of earth. A full and veryaffect-
ing history of this is %iven by those who were
eye witnesses of the facts, and were inspired
by the Holy-Ghost to record them. Judas
Iscariot introduced the tragical secene by
shamefully betraying, and selling his Lord.
¢ Lo ! Judas, one of the twelve came, and
with him a great multitude with swords and
staves, and they laid hold on Jesus, and took
him.” This deed was rendered inconceiva-
bly more afflicting to our Lord from the very
circumstance of the person by whom- it was
perpetrated. The.betrayer:was not a stranger;
he was not a professed. enemy, but his famil-
iar friend, and avowed disciple ; - the compan-
ion of his life; a witness of that celestial truth
which flowed from his mouth, and the
xoany miracles of mercy which were wrought
by his hands, one who ought therefore to have
sympathized, and sgothed the anguish of his
squl in the hour .of his calamity. "This treach-
cry of Judas was succeeded Dby .every species
of contempt, and insult, and violence on the

part of the multitude into whose hands he.de-

livered him. ¢ Then did they spit in his face,
and buffet him, and others smote him with
the palms of their hands, saying, prophesy
unto us, thou Christ, who is he that smote
thee. Then the soldiers took Jesus into the
common hall, and stripped him, and put on
him a purple robe, and when they had platted

JPPESU R Y
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a crown of thorns and put it on his head, and
a reed in his hand they bowed the knee
before him, and mocked him, saying, hail
king of the Jews.” All that their individual
and united malignity could devise was done to
deepen his humiliation and add to the poig-
nancy of his sufferings. Not satisfied with
spitting upen him, and smiting him, ¢ they
put upon his head a crown of thorns,” a mock
emblem of royalty, and “a reed in his hand”
the representation of affected, but empty pow-
er, and then insolently cry out, * hail, king of
the Jews.”” To a feeling generous mind such.
mockery gives a deeper gash, and occasions
more exquisite pain than all the punishment
which can be inflicted on the body. But the
- rage of the persecutors of our Lord did not
terminate here. When his thirst became ar-
dent through pain of body, and the vchemence
of divine wrath which was consuming his soul
they ¢ gave him vinegar to drink mingled
with gall.” What deep humiliation is here ?
He who had formed the fountains which rise
in ten thousand hills and filled up the larger
caverns of ocean is denied a drop. of water to
quench his thirst, or cool the fervor of that
indignation of the Almighty which was drink-
ing up his spirit. His enemies inflicted the
last degree of either ignominy, or torture
which their ‘malice could invent by nailing
him on the cross. There they suspended him
between heaven, and earth, a public specta-
cle of scorn, and execration, ¢ for it is writ-
ten, cursed is every one that hangeth on a
D
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tree * It ought to be remarked that this
was a mode of dying pcculiar to slaves, and
never inflicted on a free citizen of Rome.
To add even to the infamy and bitierness of
the cross they *‘ placed him between two
thieves, onc on the right hand, and the other
onthe left.”” ¢ And they that passed by rail-
ed at him, wagging their heads, and saying,
ah, thou that destroyest the temple, and build-
est it in three days, save thyself, and come
down from the cross.” Little did they reflect
that soon he will come, and ¢ every eye shall
see him, and they also which pierced him ”
Earth, however, was not alone in aggravat,
ing the sufferings of the Son of God. The
powers of hell combmed with the men of this
world in adding to the sorrows of his dying
hour. * Those fiends of darkness which are sg
malignant against the members were much
more mal:gnant againstJesus the Head: While
they are throwing their fiery darts at the spi-
ritual soldier, théy levelled their heaviest ar-
tillery against him, the Captain of our salva-
tion :» "They ](new well that if he was van-
quished, his followers must speedily be put tq
flight. But at this hour the powers of dark-
ness were inspired with the highest possible
rage against the Son of God. They probably
knew that now the decisive battle was to be
fought ; that the contest, whether hcaven or
hell should trmmph was coming to an issue,
and that the victory on their part must now be
secured, or they and their compeers driven
from thefield,and exposed to perpetual shame.
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Withi an obstinacy, and a fury unexampled
before ¢ the dragon and his. angels now
fought.”” Inr the prospect of this assault, the
Redeemer. informs his disciples, ¢ the Prince
of this world cometh ;’ collects all his forces ;
he rouses them to the highest possible rage to
aim at defeating me, and destroying my king-
dom on earth : Again,; when accused by the
“¢ chief priests, and captains of the temple,” he
declares, “ this is your hour, and the power of
darkness :”” This is your hour ; the time has
now arrived that I must ¢ be made perfect
through sufferings ;. and you will be permit-
ted to execute.your hostile designs against
me ; and * the power of darkness,” hell is
now combined with earth in opposition to
me, and my mediatoral kingdom. ‘Fhe pe-
culiar temptations with which the great ad.
versary assailed our Lord, in his last conflict,
are not recorded in scripture, yet no doubt
they were varied, repeated, and unusually vi-
rulent, and blasphemous in their nature ; all
to add to the bitterness of his sufferings, and.
brighten the splendors of that triumph which
he was shortly toobtain. 'We find that in the
wilderness, when one temptation was resisted,
the devil immediately made trial of another,
and we cannot but remark that they were all
artful in their nature, and calculated to suc-
ceed. Qur Lord having fasted forty days
*¢ afterward hungered,’” the seducer then sug-
gests to him to command the stones to be
made bread, ; he tempts him not to wait for
- a supply in the ordinary course, but work a
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miracle, and thus dishonor his Father by ma-
nifesting a distrust of his providence : When
our Saviour was in the wilderness alone, re- -
mote from the observation of men, the arch
deceiver offers him ¢ the kingdoms of the
world, and their glory, if he would fall down
and worship him,” insinuating, although with
an insolence of impiety which eould originate
only in hell, that our Lord might easily pro-
mote his .own interests, and the act by which
1t wasdone should be unnoticed and unknown.
yThus, although scripture is silent, we may
readily conjecture that temptation after temp-
tation was suggested by the infernal spirits, to
scduce the Sen of God in his last struggle,
and if possible defeat his mediatorial work =
dart after dart was thrown hot from hell to
vanquish the Captain of our salvation, and de-
molish that kingdom which he came to estab-
lish. The arch-fiend would probably insinu-
ate to the suffering Saviour that the Father
was unkind to him; that it was injustice in

~ “the extreme to punish with such severity the

innocent in place of the guilty ; that if he was
pleased to pardon the sin of man, he might do
it without such expense to his own, and only
Son : he probably aimed at discouraging him
in his undertaking, by suggesting that the
mercies of Jehovah were clean gone for ever ;
that the cloud which blackened over his head

- was never to be dispelled, nor softened by one

cheering ray ; that the cup of trembling which
he was appointed to drink, would never be ex-
hausted, but his sufferings must be as endless -
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Jerusalem ;”’ representing to our Saviour that
however painful his sufferings, and degrading
.the manner of his death, the issue would be
everlastingly glorious : * An angel also ap-
peared strengthening him in the garden,” and
legions of angels really, although invisibly,
attended on that occasion ; they waited to hail
with new hallelujahs every conquest which
‘our Captain obtained over the hosts of hell.
As in the wilderness, so in the garden our
adorable Lord instantly repelled each tempta-
tion of the arch-apostate : he would reply that
all this humiliation was agreeable to his own
voluntary undertaking from eternity ; that as
he had substituted himself in the room of a
chosen world, it was proper he should bear
that wrath to which they were obnoxious ;
that it * became Jehovah, of whom are all
things, and by whom are all things, in bring-
ing many sons to glory, to make him the Cap-
tain of their salvation perfect through suffer-
ings :* ¢ True itis,” the Surety probably re-
plied, ¢ my blood must flow, but in flowing it
quenches the flames of hell, which were kind-
led by the crimes of my children, and must
have consumed them for ever; I must die,
but in dying I will be a conqueror, and estab-
lish a kingdom to comprehend all nations,and
last for ever : My body must be stretched on
" the cross, and it is written cursed is every one
that hangeth on a tree, but the offence of the
cross must cease ; it ceases to me, it must
xcadt, to my followers, when we reflect on the
infinitely ¥mportant censequences : thereby-
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But all the sufferings which the Saviour un-
derwent from earth and hell, were not to be
compared to the infinitely greater wrath of his
righteous Father.” - ¢ It pleased Jehovah to
bruise him : He hath put him to grief ;> he
not only took off the restraint from .Judas per-
mitting him to betray bim, and from Pilate
permitting him to pass sentence against him,
and from she multitude, permitting them to
crucify him : He not only lengthened the
chain of the great dragon, permitting him to
assail and exhaust all his rage upon him, but
with his ewn hand actually “ oppressed and
afllicted the Son of his love.” With his own
breath he kindled up that ‘flame which would
have melted the rocks, consumed the moun-
tains, and dried up.the watersof ocean : With
kis own arm he inflicted that stroke which
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would have ground to powder the creation of
God. It is therefore worthy of notice, that it
was the displeasurc of his Father which our
Saviour chiefly deprecated, and of this he pe--
culiarly complained in the hour of his agony :
He says nothing of: those nails which tortured
his hands ; of the sword which pierced his
side, or of the thorns with which his head was
mangled : He says nothing of the infamy of
that cross on which his bedy hung, or of the
fury of all the hosts of hell which he was call-
ed to encounter. So far * he was oppressed
and he was afficted, yet he opened not his
mouth” by way of complamt But whenJe-
hovah came forth to execute upon him the
fierceness of his anger, he then ¢ became sor-
rowful, and sore amazed,”” His sufferings in
his soul under the infinite pressure of divine
wrath, were the very soul of his suﬁ'ermgs.
These extorted from his lips groan after groan,
“ My soul is troubled, and what shall 1 say 2
I have not language to express that horror of
great darkness which has collected, and now
envelopes me :  All my bones are out of joint ;
my heart within me is melted like wax, con-
sumed by the fervor of thy wrath : My God,
my God, why hast thou forsaken me ; \\hy
hast thou cast me off, and art thou so far from
the words of my roaring 9 Again, ¢ being
"in an agony, he prayed more fervent]y, if it be
possible let this cup pass from me.” Butthe
- cup of vengeance was filled up-for Jesus as the
- substitute of his chosen, and must be emptied
to its' dregs : The sword of justice was alrea.



SERMON IL 45

&y roused from its slumbers, and must per-
form its oflice, in being bathed in his blood.
‘“ Without the shedding of his blood, there
could be no remission of sins. He must be
made perfect through sufferings, before he
could become the author of eternal salvation.’”
. 'Fhe peculiar nature of that wrath which the
Son of God endured in the garden, and upon
the cross, we cannot comprehend in its full
extent : As he appeared in the capacity of a
Surety, sustaining our nature, substituted in
our covenant-room, and bearing our iniquities,
the vengeance which he suffered must have
been the same; ms suhstame,,w,{uch Wwas de-
nounced against sin, and will be inflicted wpon
the damned for ever : Nay, it was greater
inconceivably than will be executed at once
upon any of the reprobate in hell, either man
or angel, because he was infinite in his nature,
and thuscapable of sustaining aninfiniteshock.
The fire of divine wrath came down, and con-
sumed the human nature as the sacnhce, and
brought him to the dust of death:

But why did he thus suffer 2 Why was the
cup of sorrow filled up for the man Jesus be-
yond a parallel, without even a comparison ?
‘Why did it please earth, and hell, and heaven
to unite * in putting lum to grlef ;”” in aggra-
vating the anguish both of his body and soul ?
This question is fully answered in our text,
and constitutes the second part of our dis-
course. ‘“He was wounded for our trans.
gressions; he was bruised for our iniquities ;”
Fhe crimes of his_chosen were exclusively
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the procuring cause of kis humiliation and
agonies. All the sufferings which he endur-
ed were vicarious in their nature; they were
inflicted upon him considered as the Substitute
of his people ; as their Representative by an
explicit, eternal contract. There was virtu-
ally an interchange of condition between him,
and his ransomed : Their crimes were really
transferred to him, charged to his account by
the adorable Father, so that in the estimation
of law and Jusuoe, he was answerablefor them ;
-and upon him in his mediatorial capacity that
wrath was executed in all its horrors to which
they were exposed. Fhis is a doetrine to
which I would earnestly invite your attention,
and in which I desire particularly to establish
yow. It is this consideration which renders
our reconciliation by the Saviour's cross a
scheme worthy of God, and rich with conso-
lation to' his children. Fo suppose that ini-
quity is pardoned without a real, full satisfac-
tion, either from the sinner or Surety, is an
impeachment of Jehovah’s wisdom, which de-
clares, ‘' the soud that sinneth it shall die :
Cursed is every one that continweth not in all
things which are written: in the book of the
JTaw to do them :”* It is an impeachment of his.
government, as being neither “ holy, nor just,

nor good :”7 It exhibits the Ruler of the uni-
verse as cither unwise in forming the sanc-
tions of his law, or afraid, or uiable to exe.
cute these sanctions upon the offender : But
the doctrine of Messiah’s substitution in the
room of his peeople; of the transfer of ourtrans-
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that bread which is presented on the sacra-
mental table, but to symbolize, to hold forth
to view the body of the Divine Redeemer,
¢ bruised and broken for us ;” bearing our
sins, and crucified on their account ? “¢ This
is my body broken for you.” Now, can we
conceive one suffering for another, unless he
is either voluntarily or involuntarily substitu-
ted in the room of the other? In commeon life
do we ever consider one man as liable for the
debts of another man, unless he interposed
and became surety for him ? Again, * this
cup is the New-Testament in my blood, which
is shed for many, for the remission of sins ;"
flowing by that very sword of divine justice
which was unsheathed against them, and masst
have been bathed in their blood for ever —
Indeed it is impossible to conceive any mean-
ing in the ordinance of the supper, any-pgo-
priety in its original institution, or any profit
in the observation of it from age to age, unless
it be considered as a memorial of Jesus Christ
actually crucified for us ; ¢ making his seial
an offering for our sins.”  This same doctrine
which appears obvious from the worship.ef
the Old Testament and the New, is taught in
the utmost perspicuity of language, both by
prophets and apostles ; in language which none
seemingly could misunderstand, unless they
had resolved either to misrepresent or misun-
derstand. ¢ Messiah shall be cut off, but not
for himself ;" and surely if not for himself, it
must be for some other, and it cannot
be for another without a substitution in his

v
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room. Egernal justice would not scourge a
man for the crimes of an angel, much less
would it scourge the only * béloved, begotten
Son of "GOH""'f%f the iniquities of man, unless
he had stepped forth as our Sponsor. Another
prophet becomes explicit, and asserts, ¢ for
the transgression of my people was he strick-
en: Surely he hath borne our griefs and car-
ried our sorrows, and the Lord hath laid on
him the iniquities of us all” This truth
which had been preached so frequently, and
with such evidence by prophets before the co-
ming of ‘Messiah, was afterwards taught by
apostles' who were ““‘bye witnesses: of his sui-
ferings and glory ;> who had often and inti-
mately conversed with him before his death,
and after his resurrection ; who had been pre-
sent on the holy mount with Moses and Elias,
these representatives of the church in heaven,
and heard them “ speak of that deccase which
he should accomplish at Jerusalem,” probably
explaining with ‘celestial eloquence- its ‘nature,
its necessity, its glorious issue. With all
these advantages’ for knowing the truth, and
inspired by the infallible spirit what do apostles
“testify ¢ One of them asserts, ¢ For Christ
hath once suffered for us, the just for the un-
just, that he might bring us to God.”” Ano-
ther apostle declares, “ I delivered unto you
first of all';” ‘I considered it first in import-
“ance, and therefore gave it the most promi-
nent place in all my discourses, ¢ how that
Christ died for our sins according to the'scrip-
tures :” Again,  he hath made him to be sin
E
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for us who krew no sin.” Paul cxhibits the
Lord Jesus in his original character; abstract-
c.d from any relation to his people, “ he knew
1o sin,”” knew it not experimentally ; he ne-
ver felt its power, he was never stained with
its pollutien ; ’he‘was not chargeable with its
ouilt; he was, in the highest sense of the
word, ¢ a lamb without blemish or spot ; ; the
holy one of God, harmless, undefiled :” yet
however inuocent, or holy in himself, ¢ he
was made sin for us;” he was constituted
such by the imputation of our guilt, and as he
assured the debt he was answerable for the
payment.  “1am the good Shepherd,” the
faithful and true witness testifies concerning
himself, ¢ the good shepherd giveth his life
for the sheep : Their lives were forfeited to
my Father's justice, but I offer my lifc as a
substitute for theirs, and my blood as the
price of their redemption : I voluntarily die
that they may | live.” ' .

" But it may be enquired by some, what is
the consequence of this humiliation and death?
Is there any benefit resulting to us from'all
this degradation, and suffering of another'} n
cur room ? These advantages are expressed
by the prophet, and are now to be illustrated.
“ The chastisement of our peace was ‘upon
him, and by his stripes we are healed.”

Among the blessings which result to man
through the mediation of the Eternal Son.
none is more frequently noticed than that of
peace. The angels who announced his ap-
pearance in the world rapturously sing, “glo-
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ry to God in the highest, and on earth peace, .
good will toward men.”  As the Saviour rode
in triumph to Jerusalem, the multitude cried
out in transports of gratitude and joy, * Bies:
sed be the King that cometh in the name of
the Lord : peace in heaven, and glory in the
highest.” The sin of man kindied up the
flame of war between heaven’and earth.  The
Creator then became an enemy to man who
was formerly the favorite part of his creation.
As the moral Governor of the world, HE was
obliged, for evincing the rectitude of his gov-
ernment, and maintaining order in his domin-
ions, to manifest his displeasure against diso-
_ bedience, and against man on account of it —.
Thus we behold the Lord God coming forth
immediately after the apostacy of our parents,
and challenging with a holy jealousy, “hast
thou eaten of the tree whereof I commanded
thee that thou shouldest not eat 2 He then
put on the garments of vengeance, unsheath.
ed his glittering sword, and ‘“ drove out the
man :”> He turned Adam out of Paradise, as
a proof that he had forfeited his confidence,.
and was no longer worthy of his communion.
But Jehovah the Son seasonably interposed ;
assumed the nature which had sinned ; under-
. took to suffer all that we were liable to suffer,
-and negociated a peace. ¢ He hath made
peace by the blood of his cross: He is our
peuce who hath made both one, and hath bro-
ken down the middle wall of partition.” And
as the creditor is satisfied. with the debtor,
when the demand is fully paid ; or as the
rd
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Prince is reconciled to the rebel when the pun-
ishment threatened against his crime is really
cxecuted, and the majesty of the law maintain-
ed, so the Father is reconciled to us through
the obedicnce, and blood of his co-equal Son..
* Who shall now lay any thing to the charge
of God's clect ? It is God that justifieth, wha
i he that condemneth > It is Christ that di:
cd, yea, rather that is risen again—who also
makcth intercession for us.  We now joy in
God through our Lord Jesus, by whom also
we have received the reconciliation. The
gospel which discloses this scheme of pardon
is called the gospel of peace : The covenant
which was ratified by the blood of the infinite
Surety, is called the covenant of peace : The
Lternal Jesus who repaired the breach by fin-
ishing transgression, and bringing in everlast-
ing righteousness, is called the Prince of peace :
God the Father wha has received from the
substitute that satisfaction which he might
have exacted from the sinner, is called the
God of peace ; and as a proof of this, ¢ he
raised from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ,”
just as the creditor orders the dehtor to be
released when the debt is discharged, and the
bond is cancelled : ““ Mercy and trpth, righ-
teousness and peace,” these seemingly oppo-
site attributes of Deity, now meet together ;
they cordially embrace each other ; harmoni-
zing, concurring, co-operating in the salvation
~of man through the finished righteousness of’
Jehovah our Sponsor: Mercy is indulged in .
her most tender compassions tawards the sin-
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ner, and truth is vindicated in the execution
of all her threatuings against sin ; peace walks
abroad with the olive branch in her hiand, and
righteousness delivers up the mdlct'nmt Q-
guinst us, having seized another in our room.
¢ There is no condemnation to them who are
in Christ Jesus: The work of this rightcous-
ness shall be peace, and the effect of this righ- -
teousness shall be quietness, and assurance
forever.”

Healing is another blessing which results to
us from the sufferings of Jesus the Surety.—
““ By his stripes we are healed.” This is a-
nother and giorious effect frequently ascribed
to the virtue of the Saviour's cross. The
prophet therefore asks, ¢ Is there no balm in
Gilead ? Is there no Physician there 2 Why
then is not the health of the daughter ¢f my
people restored ?” Is not the balm which
grows upon Calvary a sovereign remedy for
all the maladies of sin? Is not the Divine Sa-
viour a.Physician infallible in his skill, ever -
ready to pity those who apply, and administer
to their relief ; why then do men perish in
their iniquities ? Why do they wilfully lan-
gunsh, and die eternal victims to the diseasc
of sin ? And the evangelist meations, * In the
midst of the street of it, of the.new Jerusalem,
was there the tree of life ; and the leaves of
the tree were for the Aealing of the nations.
-Sin has converted this world into one great
hospital : It has brought diseases. both upon
the bodies and the souls. of men ; diseases
which are countless in their number, and des-

B 2
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perate in their nature : Who can enumerate’
those frailties to which the body is liable, and:
those afflictions with which it is tortured in:
consequence of transgression ? Who can paint
in all its horrors that remorse which often agi-
tates, and harrows up the soul through a con-
sciousness of guilt ; those lusts which lurk
malignantly in the heart ; those disorders
which infuriate the p’usmons, and break forth:
in pride, envy, revenge, murders, adulteries,
and those nameless abominations by which
man becomes hateful to man ? But for all
these foul, complicated distempers the laver
of the cross furnishes a sovereign antidote ;:
irom all these it effects a thorough, everlasting *
cure. “ The chastisement” of the Son of God
secured * our peace,” and “¢ his stripes our
healing.” = ¢ He was wounded” in the garden,.
and on the cross; but from his pierced side
issued fofth a balm for ¢ the healing of 'the
nations ;" it seals the disquieted conscience -
by expiating that guilt which is the canseof all
its disquietudes ; it /eals the polluted heart
by washing away its pollutions ;. it eals the -
aisorderly, tumultuous passions by subduing -
them to the obedience of faith, and restoring -
them to their primitive order ; it Aeals the very -
maladies of the body by procuring for it'a re-
surrection to immortal vigor and glory. Thus
all the disorders which have seized either the-
bedies or the souls of men in consequence of
the disobedience of the first Adam are remo-
ved by the interposition, and merit of the se-
eond Adam: Every wound is carefully bound -
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wp, infallibly and eternally fkealed through the
wirtue of the bhalm.of Gilead, and:the compas-
sion and skill'of: the Physician there. The-
remedy which he administers to the diseased -
soul was provided-at an incalculable cost,even
his own most precious blood, yet the impor-
tance of: the effect' is fully answérable to the-
immensity of the expense. It secures glory -
n:the highest to-Ged ; -and imparts to every
sinner who-improves-it a ¢ peace which pas-
seth.all understanding.” '
May we not infer fromthis doctrinethe love;, -
the unequalled, inconceivable love of Jehovah -
to our perishing: world ? We scarcely knmow"
whether to admire most the condescension of-
the Father in not sparing his Son, or the
condescention of the Son in not sparing-him--
self.  The grace, the good will of both are
displayed: ‘in a degree without any parallel,
and should excite our wonder, and gratitude,.
and praise. - The faith. of Abraham in ta-
kimg Isaac his Son,and standing ready to offer-
him at the divine command has been admired
in-all ages. But the love of God the Father
. rises infinitely, infinitely higher. Abraham
was directed to this deed by the command of.
his Creator, and in performing it was only-
performing a reasonable service. But the
sacrifice of his own Son by God the Father
was voluntary, unmerited, unasked, unexpect-
ed. The amazing thought could have origi-
nated only in the bosom of a God. Abraham
in offering Isaac his Son merely gave back a
child which he had received from- the divine -
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bounty, and returned that which he was un-.

able to retain, but in sending his Son to be the .
Saviour of the woerld, the Father was moved .
by no other consideration than that of love, .
lovethe mostpure, ardeant, disinterested. *“He

loved us because he loved us.”  Abraham in
carrying his Son tothe altdr wasdelivering him

to the torture of a few moments, and in per- -

forming the dreadful office could soothe the

agonies cf his soul by imparting words of con- .

sclation, but Jchovah delivered up Jesus to
sufferings as lingering as they were painful ;

they commenced inhis cradle and never abated .

until they were consummatcd upon his cross;
He spared him not during all that time, but de-

livered him up to every species of ignominy -

and pain; he deliveredhim to the men of earth
to be ““mocked, and spitupon, and scourged ;»’
he delivered him up torthe powers of hell to
be derided, and tempted, and insulted ; Nay,
with his own hand he “oppressedandafliicted”?
him. "This is a circumstance displaying Je-
kovah’s love which this prophet notices with
peculiar emotions of wonder. ¢t pleased the

Lord to bruise him, and he hath put him to

grief.”” It pleased him ; all that vengeance
which he executed on the Son of his love
standing in our covenant room he executed
cordially ; 'I'his act was not only conformable
to his purpose from eternity, but consistent
with his good pleasurc ; That he might spare
us he spared not the * child of his love, the
brightness of glory ;”” He was perfectly wil-
ling that he should suffer in crder to sccure
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our escape;. and die that we might live ; “%ie
laid upon him the iniquity of usall ;" he not
only charged him with the debt,. but at his
hand demanded payment to the utmost far-
thing. ' '

V\%hilc we adore the grace of the Father in
not sparing his.Sén may we not equally adore
the grace of the Son in not sparing himself.
“ He loved me,. and gave himself for. me.”
Love greater, love equal, love ta-be compared
to this has no example among men ; nor is re-
corded in the annals of the world. That man
should die forman would be considered a great
expression of good will ;- that ene man should
interpose,. and undertake either to pay the
debt, or suffer punishment for another who
was his open, unréasonable, irreconcileable
enemy would be pronounced an instance of
.goodness still greater ;- but Ged commend--
eth:his love towards us ;” displays it in a-de-
gree which admits of no comparison. ¢ in that
while we were yet sinners Christ died for us.”
Here the Sovereign leaves the throne, and suf-
fers. that punishment to which the subject was
exposed.. And yet notwithstanding the char-
acter of man for whom he interposed,. atrans-
gressor of his law, a rebel against his throne,.
daily aggravating his guilt by the wilful repe--
tition. of his crimes,. how cheerfully did the
Saviour undertake ? How. patiently did he per-
severe, until his work. was. accomplished.?.
Isaac willingly ascended’ the mount, but he-
knew not his Father’s design ; he saw.the-
wood, and the knife, but- still expected’ that
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God ¢ would provide a lamb-for a burnt of-
fering. But the whole scene of the Saviour’s
sufferings was open to his view ; he saw with
his eyes the sword waving in the hands of jus-
tice that was shortly to be encrimsoned in his
blood; and longing for the execution of its of-
fice: he beheld thosehghtmngs blazing around
which were soon to concentrate upon himself,
and cleave him ** to the dust of earth:” Yet
in the awful prospect, how calm, how firm,
how cheerful does he remain ? ¢ Sacrifice and
offering thou didst not- desire,” he addresses
his righteous Father as the hour of his suffer-
ing approaches, ¢ Then said I, lo, I come, to
do thy will,” in making my soul an- offering:
for sin, ¢ O my God, I take delight.”” The
heathen considered it as an unfavorable omen
when the animal to be offered in sacrifice
went reluctantly - to the altar, but auspicious:_
‘when it walked willingly forward. Jesusour
sacrifice was not only willing for his work, but’
. he longed for the moment of its consumma-
tion. ‘ When the time was come that he
should be received up,” says the sacred his~
torian, ‘“ he stedfastly set his face to go to Je-
rusalem.” How passive when he was betray-
ed by Judas } How silent when unjustly con-
demned by Pilot ? How resigned when railed
at, and insulted, and ¢ spit upon’ by the meb?
As he was entering the arduous conflict, he
makes provision for an aged,desolate moth(:r;
when hanging upon the cross he dispenses
pardon to a fellow-sufferer ;. with his expiring
breath he asks forgiveness for those whese
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mouths were openly-vilifying him, and whose
hands were encrimsoned with his blood.—
<« Behold what manner -of love is this ?”” -

2. We are instructed from this doctrine in
every contemplation of the Redeemer's suffer-
ings to consider our own sins -as the procur-
ing cause. ¢ For the.transgressions of my
pcople was he stricken.” We often stand a-
mazed at the treachery of Judas in ‘betraying’
his Master, and his accursed avarice in selling
him feor afew pieces of silver. We view with
horror the servility of Pilot in passing sen.
tence against him, and the cruelty of the Jews
in murdering the ‘Prince of life : -When our
Saviour “informed his disciples that one of
them should betray-him, they all appeared to

startle at -the horrid thought: Kach asks for'

himself, ¢ Lord, is it I 2 Am .1 a dog that I

“should be -gullty of conduct so base ? Rather -

let me never possess silver than obtain it by
such unheard of perfidy as delivering up a
Master so indulgent ; a-friend so faithful, and
a benefactor so: hbcral “Sooner let.my - hand
forget her cunning,andiie inactivein the grave
than be stretched out to smite or crucify this
Lord of glory.” But remember, and while
you remember weep bitterly, "that your sins
brought upon the Son of God alt this infamy
and suﬁ'ermo' ‘. He was delivered for our
offences.” 6ur sins prepared that cross on
which his body was suspended: They pointed
the nails with which his hands were tortured ;
they formed the gall, and the wormwood of
that cup which he recoiled to drink ; they

’
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collected that horror of great darkness which
enveloped his ‘holy soul, and beneath which
the ¢ Sun of righteousness” lzbored under an
eclipse. ¢ Surely he hath borne our griefs,
and carried our sorrows.” We never enter-
‘tained either suitable or profitable views of the
‘Redeemer’s sufferings, unless we considered
them as.undergone for us, and mourned and
wept while we beheld. ¢ They shall look on
me whom they have pierced, and mourn for
‘him, as .one mourneth for an only son, and
they shall-be in-bitterness for him as one that
is In-bitterness for .a first born.” Although
‘the scene of his anguish wasremote from us ;
his -decease was accomplished in a-different
country, and distant age, yet we oursclves
-were accessary : “ The Lord laid on him,’”
‘made to meet upon him as our Surety “* the
iniquities of us all :” All the transgressions of -
all the redeemed in this assembly ; of the un-
numbered millions -of the saved in all genera-
tions .of men, and all ages of time met in one
qmoment on the head of the Son of God as our
sacrifice : "This was the mighty load beneath
‘which ¢ strong cries and tears were extorted
to him that was able to save him ;” beneath
which the blood waspressed through-all the
pores of his body,and he at last bowed in ago-
ny his guiltless head. And no wonder that
beneath the amazing weight his soul was
troubled, andall his ““bones were outof joint.”
The weight of a single act of rebellion sunk
the ¢ angels who excell in strength” from the
heights of heaven to the depths of hell. The
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consciousness of having shed the blood of his
"brother constrained Cain to cry out, ‘“my
punishment is greater than I can bear,”” how
great then beyond all conception the load
which pressed upon the everlasting Surety, as
the representative of a chosen, yet hell-descr-
ving world ! Not the guilt of one transgres-
sion only lay upon him, but of millions :
Not the guilt of millions of transgressions
which are chargeable to one belicver, but the
guilt of millions of transgressions which were
committed by all the millions of the redeemed
which ¢ come out of every nation, and peoplc,
and language under heaven.” The demerit
of all their vain, impure, malicious thoughts ;
of all their frivolous, unedefying, profane ex-
pressions, and their upjust, impious actions :
The repeated murders of Manasseh ; the im-
purities of Mary Magdalene ; the frauds of
the thief who expired on the cross ; the deli-
berate denial of his Master by Peter, the inju-
rics, and persecutions, and blasphemies of
Paul : These lay at oye moment on the Eter-
nal Son having undertaken for us, and were
exclusively the procuring cause of all the hu-
miliation of his life, and all the bitterness of his
- death. ‘ He was wounded for our transgres-
.sions ; he was bruised for our iniquities —
Turn aside, sisters and brethren, and behold
in the ordinance of the supper the symbols of
that Jesus ¢ whom you have pierced, and
mourn for him : And while holy sorrow fills
our hearts at the affecting sight, let us mingle
in the exultations of the celestial choir, ¢ io
#
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him that loved and washed us from our sins
in his own blood—to him be-glory and domin-
ion for ever, amen."?

3. We learn from this doctrine the aggra-
yated guiitof those who do not improve the,re-
demption of Jesys Christ; a redemption which
he obtained at the expense of sp much re-

- proach, so much sorrow, so much travail of

soul : “ How shall we escape if we neglect so
great salvation ?? How shaell we, how can we
esccpe ¢ As all the Persons in Jehovah now
concur in offering pardon, and glory to the
hearers of the vmpel they will all concur here-

ter in executing vengeance on those who
vill not believe and obcv We may conceive
the Father as coming forth in the hour of
judgment, and thus addressing the gospel des-
pisers ; those who never actnally closed with

- Jesus, nor gave him the love of the;r hearts,

nor the obedience of their lives. ¢ What
could I have done more for your salyation
than I have donc ? I had ONE SON, an ON-
LY BEGOTTEN, an INFINI I‘ILLY BE.-
'LOVED, mine hqual my Fellow, and him

1 delxvered up at the call of your necessities,
- and in compassion to your miseries : Idxd

not spare him that I might spare you : Isent
him from heaven to earth, where he lived an
exile from his own homﬁ, a stranger to the
horors and pleasures, .and even common en.

joyments of life : He was doomed to hunger,
“and thitst, and derision, and at last died on a

Cross a spectacle of reproach, and execration ;
I made him to be sin for you that you might
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Be righteous through him; I sent on anget
at his nativity to announce peace oa earth,
andglory in the highest through- his substitu-
tion and suffering : I employed men of your
ewn nature; and of like passions with your-
selves to declare that I was pacified towards
you ; that notwithstanding your repeated re-
bellions 1 was willing to receive you into fa-
vor: All this concern have I manifested for
your salvation, but you would not comply ;
you made light of all the threatnings denoun-
‘¢ed against the uabelieving, and all the promi-
ses offered teo the penitent and holy ; you went
to your -farins, -and - merchandise, and other
callings, neither moved by my love in sending
my Son, nor by his love in bleeding for your
salvation.” We may conceive the Eternal
Son as then coming forward and addressing
these who misimprove ‘his sacrifice and grace.
“ What higher expressions of good will to
you could I have given, or what more could
I have endured for your salvation ? I came
down to earth, and appeared in the likeness of
sinful flesh, that I might satisfy in the same
nature which had sinned : I was laid in a man-
ger to shew that I was willing to stoop to any -
degree of humiliation for your benefit: I was
ceniedand derided ; I was wounded and bruis-
ed; I endured insult after insult from earth,
and teraptation after temptation from hell, and
above all I suffered the wrath of my Father to
save you from that wrath : Ask the trees of
the wilderness where I was an hungered forty
days ; ask the lonely mountain where I spent’
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~ night after night, offering up strong cries with
tears for your future welfare; ask the garden
of Gethsemane where my soul was troubled,
‘and the sweat of mybody was like great drops
-of blood falling down to the ground ; ask the
¢ tree of Calvary where I hung a public monu-
~ ment of ignominy and pain ; ask the angels
who ministered to me in the wilderness, and
aimed at strengthening me in the garden ;
ask either, or all these what I have suffered,
or rather what I have not suffered to redeem
voufrom the damnation of hell : But how have
you requited me ; I gave you my word, but
so ardent were you in pursuing the pleasures
or profits of the world, that you rarely read it :
I offered you a robe of righteousness which
might have adorned you for ever, but you
neglected toput it on : I was exalted to give
repentance, and remission of sin, but you
- scarcely offered up a celd petition cither for
_repentance or remission : I set before you an
open door, and invited you to enter, but .you
. postponed, and postponed, and postponed, un-
“til the season of mercy was past, and the door
/ was shut : I sent my servants, and am wit-
"~ ness of all their prayers, their tears, their
watchings, their fastings, their studious days,
their restless nights through anxiety for.your
salvation : I beheld all their earnestness in
private, andin the pulpit, beseeching youto re-
turn, and live ; and not only my wounds and
bruises, but their sccret sighs, their groans,
their emaciated bodics, their neglected estates
bear testimony against you : Andnow, secing



SERMON IT,. 65

you would: not-hear, ‘and obey, depart Jrom
me, ye cursed : CURSE them; yeministers of
the sanctuary who ‘wept at their stupidity,-
who travailed as in birth for their conversion, -
who refused-to be comforted, because they re«

fused to- be recenciled : CURSE. them, ye -
apostles of the Lamb who were witnesses of
ail- the groans which I uttered ;' of:all the in-

sult to-which I submitted ; of all the agonies
whicli- I endured as-their ‘Substitute and Sa-
viour : CURSE them, y& hely martyrs who
loved not your lives-unto the death, but con-
strained: by my love followed me to-prisons,
and flames :- CURSE- them, ye prophets of-
my God, who spake of me ages before I was
born, testxfqu beforehand my sufferings and- -
glory - CURSE them;ye angels of light, who
sang praises at my bu‘th who strengthened me
in-the  garden-until my decease was accom-
phshed “who-attended. and aided at my resur-
- rection; whe waited to rejoice at the repent-
ance of these sinners : CURSE. them, O
righteous Father, for all their contempt of thy
love in sending thy Son, and-of thine authority
which- commanded: them-to- receive him for
salvation : Ye cherubims with your flaming
swords shut against them the gates of glory,
and-drive them-down to hell as the despised.
of Jehovah :- Let my body whichstill retains
the marks- of its crucifixion, stand forth an
eternal mortument of- my: compassions towards:
them, and my justice in now exccuting ven--
geance upon them:” O my soul, come not thow:

into t/zerr secret ; unto their assemb/y minéon--
F 2 :
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or be not thou united. ‘Who among us shalk
dwell with the devouring fire ? Who among
us shall dwell with everlasting burnings 2" Is
not the thought overwhclming that a male, or
a female who now hears me should sink the
prisoner of never ending despair? O-brethren,.
‘“ turn ye to the strong holds while you are .
prisone:s of hope.” In virtue of the chastise-
ment of Jesus, you may yet have peace, and
through his stripes' you may yet be Aealed.—
He is once more laying his crucified body be-
fore you, and tries to stop you in your carcer
to destruction : He continues affectionately to
intreat, ‘¢ hearken unto me, O ye children :
Hearken unto me, ye stout hearted, that are
far from righteousness : Turn ye, turn ye,
why will ye dle,Ofoollsh people,and unwise :*”
As an ambassador of Jesus Christ I ask you
with all affection, will you halt a moment lon-
ger between two opinions ? Is it prudent to,
hesitate about a question which concerns not
your health merely, not your fortune, not your
character, not your temporal ease, but your
souls, your precious souls, and that for ever?
Draw near, ye drunkards of Salem, ye who
waste your time, and strength, and property
over the intoxicating cups : Draw near, ye
lovers of mammon ; ye whose hearts go after
your covetousness, and seek your gain from:
every quarter : Draw near, ye children of
pleasure, who spend your evenings in mirth,
sporting around in the jovial dance : Draw
near, ye careless youth, ye who live without
yrayer, without Jesus, and without God, who
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'perhaps never spent an hour in self-examina-
tion, or in dedicating yourselves to Him who
ereated you, and will soon judge you: Draw
near, ye Sabbath-breakers, who waste that ho--
ly day in idleness, in- amusements, or in pur-
suing your common employments : *Draw
near, all such, and survey with me for a few
moments.the scenes of Gethsemane and Cal-
vary : Behold the Lord of glory wounded,.
~ and bruised :: See the cold sweat like great
drops of blood rising upon his body, through
the insupportable pressure of his Father’s.
wrath ;- ll)-[eat'tﬁe:pjercing groans which: esca--
ped involuntarily from his' hja@;%‘My God, my
God, why hast thou forsaken me? O my
strength, haste thee to help me ;. I am poured:
out like water ; all my bones are out of joint,
and thou hast brought me tothedustof death?”
Contemplate theset'scenes,. and. then say, can:
you drink of that ctp whicl: even the Son of
God recoiled s« di;ﬁ}k ? Can you sustain that -
shock cof aim#hty vengeance which. was too:
much ¢ him fo sifstain i ‘before the fierceness:
of which * the vail of the temple parted in.
twain, the recks were rent, the graves were
opened,”” and before which the *“ elements:
hereafger shall melt with fervent heat, and the
world4gd the things that are therein shall be
dissolved ?* I ask you again, can you endure
that wrath which the Saviour endured ? Be-
cause, as the Lord liveth, if you will not im--
prove that sacrifice which he offered up, you
yourselves must be the sacrifice : That fire of
Jehovah’s indignation which came down ard-
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consumed him, must come down andconsume
you, and that eternally : The threatning de-
nounced against disobediénce must be inflict-
cd : Justice must be satisficd either-by the
Surcty for the sinner, or by the sinner him-
self : If God spared not his own Son bearing
our iniquities, will he spare you chargeable
with all the guilt of your nature, and life ?
* For if they do these things in a green tree,.
what shall-be done in the dry 2 AMEN.

SERMON 11/1.
roninded ¢ ekl
JOHN Vi. 54

Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood,
hath eternal (ife.

-

N

THE natural world, through'thé conde-
scension of God, is in general an emblem of .
the spiritual world  Almcst every object that
strikes the bodily senses, and every action in
common life is employed fto represeat some
object in grace, and some exercise in which
we engage as christians.  The air in which we
constantly breathe ; which is the great mean
of support to animal life, is an emblem of the
Holy Ghost in whose influencies we “ live,
and breathe, and move as christians ; by whose
free, omnipotent agency our spiritual life is
commenced, and carried on, and consumma-



SERMON IIf. - 68

ted. The natural sun which rises in the east ;
which dissipates the shadows of the night, and
enlightens and cheers the natural world, is
employed as a representation of the Sun of
righteousness ; of Jesus-Jehovah who is the
light of the spiritual world ; who as the pro-
phet of his church dispels the gloom of dark-
ness which envelopes the souls of his child-
ren, and diffuses over them the light of im-
mortal life. The rain as it drops from the
clouds, and the dew as it gently distils re-
freshing the earth, causing the grass to bloom
in the fields, and the corn to flourish in the
vallies, represents to us the graces of the spi-
rit which renew the face of the church; un-
der whose genial showers the hearts of his
people ¢ revive as the corn, and grow as the
vine, and diffuse their scent like the trees of
Lebanon.” The bread which we ordinarily
eat ; which is the great mean of nourishment
and support to our bodies, is made a represen-
tation of that more costly, and better provi-
sion which is prepared for our immaortal souls.
-Thus the Redeemer declares, “.F am that
bread of life ;? again, ¢ I am the living bread
which came down from heaven;’ but as bread
must be eat in order to nourish the body, or -
as wine must be drank before it either exhili-
rates or strengthens, so without a reception of
the Son of God, without an application of him
to our spiritual wants, there is no life, or con-.
solation, or support to the soul. * Exceptye
eat the flesh, and drink the blood of the Son
of man ye have no life in you : But whoso
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eateth my flesh, and drinketh my bléod, hatk
eternal life.”

On the last sacramental occasion your at-
tention was directed to the Lamb of God as
the propitiation for our sins: L aimed at stirring:
upyour soule to a suitable frame for approach-
ing that holy communion by exhibiting the
sufferings of the Surety, the procuring cause
of those sufferings, and the infinitely blessed:
effects. “ He was wounded for our trans-
gressions; he was bruised for our iniquities ;
the chastisement of our peace was wpon him,
and by his stripes we are healed.” ‘Through.
the tender mercies of God we have again as~
sembled for the interesting design of * shew-
ing forth our Lord’s death until he comes ;™
antil he comes at the consummation of alk
things when we shall see him without a vail,
without the interventionof any ordinance. As:
a mean of preparing vour minds for a.com-
fortable interview with him at his table not,,
as an earnest of beholding him with joy when:
he shall come Aereafter in the glory of his Fa-
ther, I would invite your attention to the
words which have beenread. ‘¢ Whoso eat-
eth my flesh, and drinketh my bleod hath e-
ternal life.” |

Here we have the prowision furnished, * the-

“flesh and blood” of the Son of God ; the ex-
ercise required on our part, ‘eating and
drinking, and eternal life,”” as the exalted pri--
vilege of all who receive it by faith.  Who-
so eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blced,
hath eternal life,”
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‘The proviston-offered for our entertainment
is ¢ the flesh and blood” of the Lord Jesus
Christ. The fles expresses the Son of Gody
as really incarnate, as actually clothed with
eur nature, and the blood expresses him as
suffering and satisfying in that naﬁ:re_. This
is that object to which the faith of the redeem-
cd ought uniformly to be directed, and upon
which it ought uniformly to fasten. It was
necessary that Jesus, the Mediator, should
have a body ; .that as he undertook for the re-
démption of man, he should be clothed with
the nature of man, and thus be capable of o-
beying,and satisfying in the very nature which
had sinned. We therefore hear him in the
character of surety, thus addressing his righ-
" teous Father, ¢ a body hast thou prepared,”
fitted, or finished for me ; “ as thou didst in
thine adorable sovereignty, in thine ineffable
compassions to gailty man, appoint me to this
anedjatorial work thou hast appointed a body
for me in which I should accomplish this
work ; thou didst thus qualify me for magni-
tying the precept of thy law, and enduring its
penalty intheselfsamenatyre which had tramp-
led on its authority.” It was no imaginary
body in which our Lord Jesus Christ was re-
vealed ; it was not merely a human form such -
as that in which angels occasionally appeared,
or in which the Saviour himself was manifest-
ed under the former dispensation, but it was
real manhood ; human nature in the strictest
sense of the word. He who was essentially
the “ Mighty God, the Everlasting Father,
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the Prince of Peace,” was pronounced a ¢ child
born,” #¢ a Son given;” he was born as oth-
ersare born; he grew up as others grow, and
was liable to infirmities in common with oth-’
ers, sin only excepted. ‘ The ivord was
made flesh,”” says the evangelist, ¢ and dwelt
among us :? he was * flesh,” assuming the
nature of man, and ** dwelt among-us,” mani-
festing wants in common with other men,
hunger and thirst. ¢ Even as the children,”
those whom he appeared to redeem, ‘ were
made partakers of flesh and blood, Christ also
himself likewise took part of the same.” As
it was requisite that the-Saviour should -be
man, the reality of his manhood is clearly evin-
ced both by prophets and apostles..

The Redeemer's blood which is particularly
mentioned implies those sufferings which he
endured, and that satisfaction which he effect-
ed in the human nature. His whole media-
torial work as to the purchase is very frequent-
ly expressed by the effusion of his blood —
*“ He hath made peace by the blood of his
cross :” ¢ We are not redeemed with corrup-
tible things, such as silver and gold, but with
the precious blood of Christ as of alamb with.
out blemish or spot.” The just made per-
fect who now surround the throne above are
represented, ¢ as having washed their robes
and made them white in the blood of the
Lam_b:” While they strike their golded harps
they also exclaim with rapturous hearts, and
elevated voices, ¢ to him that loved us, and
washed us from our sins in his own blood—to
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him be glory for ever.” It isnot withaut ai’
important design that the satisfaction offered
by Jesus to his Father’s justice is gencrally
expressed by the shedding of his blood. Tt was,
not sufficient that He, as the surcty of his pco-
ple, should-be clothed with their nature, but
he must actually suffer in that nature, and suf-
fer evenunto death. ¢ He must be slain,” be-
fore he could * redeem us to God :” ¢ The
vail of his flesh mu¢. be rentin twain” hefore
the way could be opened for the introduction
¢ of many.sonsto glory.” It was by his actu-
ally “pouringout his sculunto death,” or “co-
ming by water and-blood,” that anticnt pro-
phecy was fulfilled, and the correspondence
between the type and the antitype, the sacrifi-
ces of the former dispensation, and the great
New Testament sacrifice was maintained It
was not enough, under the economy of Mo-
ses, that a lamb was provided ¢ for burnt of-

:fering:” Itwas not enough thatthe iniquities of
the people were acknowledged over the head
of'the lamb chosen for sacrifice : It was not
enough that the devoted animal was laid upon
the altar, and there bound : It must be sl ;
its blood must reallv jflow by the hand of the -
High Priest who made the typical atonement.
 Into the second tabernacle went the High
Priest alone once cvery year, not without
blood which he offered for himself, and {or the
errors of the people.” ¢ Almost all things,”
the apostle mentions in another placg, ‘“‘almost
all things are by the law purged with blood,

and without shedding of blood -is no remis-
G o
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sion.” Therefore that Jesus Jehovah, who is
the substance, might answer to these shadows,
.or that he as the antitype might correspond
with these types, he must bleed and die.

Bat there is another, and more important'
reason why it was nccessary that-he became
¢ obedient unto death. Death was the curse
to which those whom he represented were
doomed by transgression. ** The soul that
sinneth it shall die,” was«he divine denunci-
ation : * The wages of sin is death.” - "[here-
fore Jesus, Leing substituted in ‘the rocm.of-
his chosen, was liable to this deat/, and could
not make a proper satisfaction, a complete re-
.conciliation for sin without-dying. ¢ Where- -
fore Jesus also that he might sanctxfy the peo-
ple with his own blood suffered without the
gate :”” ¢ 'This is he,” says the evangelist,
¢ that eame:by gvater and blood, even Jesus
Christ ; not by water only, but by water and
blood, and it is the Spirit that beareth. witness,
because the. spirit is truth.” He hath thus
redecmed us from the curse by literally bear-
ing that curse ;- he -hath abolished that.death
to which we were exposed in consequence of
transgression, and hath made a real, perfect,
and everlasting expiation for sin. T hrough
the merit of the sacrifice of his cross we may
behold the honors of the broken law fully -vin-
dicated, the flames of wrath which had been.
kindled by our crimes eternally extinguished,
and that sword.of divine vengeance which had
been unsheathcd against us laid aside forever.
‘We may freely approach to, and ¢ joy in God
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- through our Lord Jesus Christ;: by whom we
have received the reconciliation.”

Such is the import of the ¢ flesh and the
blood” of the Son of God : They express him
as having really assumicd our nature, and suf-
fered and satisfied in that nature. Thisis the
affecting, i interesting object unifornily present-
ed to our view in the glass of ‘the gospel, and
which in visible symbols is shortly to be exhi-
ted: for our enjoyment in the ordinance of the
supper. Here we see really accomplished
what the seraphic Isaiah foresaw in prophetic
vision- Jehovuh the Surety not only incarnate,
“ but wounded for our L;‘anscrressmns bruised
for our iniquities, and putting away sin by the
sacrifice of himself.” ¢ ‘The cup of blessing
which: we bless,” in thisholy institution, ¢ is it
not the communion of the blood of Christ ?

- “The bread whichwe break, is it not the com-
munion of the body of Christ ?”

But how shall we become interested in &
Saviour thus suﬂ'ermg, and satisfying for us ?
How may we receive nourishment to our own
souls from this spiritual provision which is
exhibited for our enjoyment ? We must “eat
the flesh and drink the blood of the Son of
God, o: we have no life in us;” we have no
interest in Him or in the blessings of his sal-
vation. A

To explain. the import of this exercise, was
our second proposition, and now claims our
consideration.

I need not remark to you that the expres-
sions ¢ eating and drinking” are altogether fi-
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gurative. Wearc chicfly conversant with ma-
terial objects, and our ideas are chiefly recei-
ved through the medium of the bodily seuses.
In accomnindation,therefore, to our usual hab-
its, and in order the more deeply to impress
divine truth upon ‘the wind the exereises of
the soul in receiving Christ Jesus the Lord, in
resting upon-him, and rejoicing in ‘him are
usuallv cxpressed by the actions of the bedy
in the common otices of lrfe.  iFaith is sene~
‘times represented as consisting in‘hearing the
xoice of the Son of*God ; ‘again, in loking to
Him the author, and finisher of our salvation ;
again, it ;is expressed by comingito him :for
life ; by recerving'him, and putting hiin on,-as
we receive a present from the hand-of anether
reaching it forth, or as we put on-agarnent to
warm and adorn the ‘body. Inthe present:in.
stance the grace of faith is ‘expressed by -ect-
ing his flesh and drinking s blood. Mhis
expression stripped of its figure, anid wrder-
stood in a manner agreeably to ‘the nature and
operations of the soul imyplhies, =
1. A full persuasion that ‘the ‘infinite Surety
did sufter, and make reconcitiation for inigui-
ty. This belief necessarily precedes our.co-
ming to Jesus, or receiving his finished salva-
tion. The soul in closing with the Eternal
Son for righteousness, and sanctification, and
support ; in committing to him its most im-
poriant concerns, both for time and eternity,
acts rationally and deliberately : It is brought
‘to a reliance on the sacrifice, and atonement of
Jecus Christ from a full, pature conviction
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upon evidence both of the reality and albanfic
ficiency of his atonement ; that hereally “suf-" "
fered the just for the unjust,” .in thus
suffering became ¢ the author of g
vation to all who obey him.” Flie believer
yields the assent of his understandmg to these
mmportant realities relative to the Saviour of
the world upon evidence as much as he be-
lieves that any other person ever lived, or that'
any event ever occurred ; only in this instance
he possesses evidence mﬁmtely higher in its"
nature, the testimony of the Living God.. Ig-
norance.is no-more the mother of faith than of
devotion.: ‘We are not called to trust the Sen-
of God with.concerns infinitely and’ everlast-
ingly important, without ample proof that he
is both. able and inclined’ to- manage these:
concerns. This is the great reason why his
coming in the flesh, and his dying in that flesh
formed the . substance of. each divine revela-
tion since the: foundauan of the world, and are
taught by testimony plain, and repeatcd His
sufferings, and *“ the -glory, that should follow””
were. foretold by a:succession of prophets du-
ring a period-of four thousand years.. His na--
uvxty was announced by an angel the very
day that it took place, and the glory that
should result to- God,-and the, peace, the good’
will to-man. were celebrated in. anthems of.
praise by ‘‘a-multitude of the heavenly host.”
The miracles which he wrought. in healing?
the diseased, in giving sight to the blind; and’
life to the dead. in. order to prove the truth of
Ius mission, were attested not merel) by his:
G 2
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followers, but by those who were the open
enemies of his Person and cause. The facts
of his death and resurrection were witnessed
by the women who stood afar off ; by the
scribes and pharisees who scaled the stone
over his entombed body ; by the angel who
afterwards rolled away the stone, and declared
his resurrection to the disciples, and by Him-
self who appeared to his apostles again and a-
gain, shewing the very marks which his body
had received upon the cross. 'The infinite,
cternal sufficiency of his sacrifice for the re-
mission of sin is taught not only by the Holy
Ghost, speaking through evangelists, and a-
postles, but by that * perfect peace,” that
** strong consolation’> which millions of his
followers have € erienced in all circumstan-
ces and ages. ‘hese are written that we
might belteve that Jesus is the Christ, the Son
of God,” and without a persuasion of the re-
ality of these things there can be no saving
acceptance of him. ¢ He that cometh to God
must believe that ke is ;” and he who comes
to the Lord Jesus Clirist for eternal life must
believe thit he 1s; that he appeared in the
character of a Saviour, and that he possesses
every qualification which is lequmtc for the
1mportant work.

'This exercise implies an acquieseence
Jn ﬂ“e scheme of reconciliation through that
sacrifice which he offered up. We may be
convinced of the truth of a particular fact, and
yet not impressed with its excellence, or ex-
pediency. Itis possxble for the sinner to enter-
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tain a conviction in his own mind of all thatis
révedled with respect to the Son of God, and
yet never consént to be saved wholly by his
merits : Nay, although his understanding can-
not resistthe evidence by which these facts are
attested, yetthe pride of his heart oftenrises up
inenmity against this schemeof salvation. He
revolts at the thought of being exclusively in-
debted to the mercy of another for pardon and
glory. He caniot consent to the self-denying
doctrine of coming as a joo/ that he may be:
instructed ; of stnppmg ‘off his own righteous-
.- ness as nnpmﬁta'blc,mt only unprofitable, but
" odious, that hé may be adorred with a borrow.
¢d robe : He recoils at the mortifying senti.
ment that he must bereckoned ¢ poor, and mi-
serable, and blind, and naked” in himself; that
he can have no account made, no credit given
for all his prayers and-tears ; for all his alms
to the poor, his hospitality to the stranger, the -
civility of his carriage, the equity of his deal-
ings with others, or the services which he lixs
rendered to society : He canriot consider it as.
proper that with all these  récommenditions
he must be placed on a level with adul-
terers, with drunkards, with the profane, with
the dishonest, and- like them ¢ be justified
freely by grace through the redemption that is
in Christ Jesus.” It is this circumstance
which renders the scheme of reconciliation by
the Saviour's cross offensive and unpopular :
This is an obstacle over which many stumble
and fall to their eternal perdition. They choose
rather to run the hazard of being damned for
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ever than be indebted to free, sovereign grace:
for all their salvation. But the sinner in truly
closing with Jesus Christ not only believes
that ¢¢ there is redemption- in his blood,”’ but-
acquiesces in the expediency of this plan-of.
redemption : he fully consents to it not only
as sure bat as well ordered in all things ; as-
admirably suited te advance the majosty of
the divine government, the glory ofall the di-
vine perfections, and- answerable to the cir-:
cumstances of fallen man.- He is willing net.
only to be seved, but to be saved precisely
according to-that scheme which- the wisdom,-
and love, and sovereignty of Jehovah have:
prescribed.. No man perhaps ranked higher.
m his own estimation than the apostle Paul,.
previous to his conversion,and probably to no-
man was- the saviour's cross mere oﬁ'ensu e.:
“ I was: alive: without the law once,” he in--
forms us: Again, ‘*-as touching the righte--
ousness of the law, I was blameless ;* and he:
declares on another oecasion, ¢ I-thought that:
I must do many things against Jesus of- Naza--
reth ;** he not only disdained:the doctrine of:
dependmgonanotherfor a justifying ng’hteous—
ness; but openly enibarked g opposition.to:
the Saviour and-his cause :: Yet listen-to his
language when in the light of the Holy Ghost
he had obtained more correct views of him-
self, of the law, and of Jesus, the formerly
despised Nazarene. “ When the command-
ment came ;” -when it was brought home to
my' conscience and understandmg in its purl-
ty, and spirituality and rigour, * sinrevived ;'
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crimeswithout number, which I'had loag for-
gotten, came fresh to my recellection,and
those which were once: considered wrifinig, ex-
cuseable levities now appeared damning in
.their nature ; * suythus revived and I died ;”
-all expectations of:pardon by my own. perfor.
anances mstantly and utterly -expired ;-1 was
Dbrought to the feet of sovéreign mercy, and
was made willing to become nothing thatthe
‘Saviourmight beall : ““I:newcount all things
:but less for the'excellency of ‘the -knewledge
‘of Jesus' Christ my:Lord ;" For the:ecceellensy
‘of this ‘knewledge; that plan. which-onee ap-
‘peared -uninteresting, :unsuitable,- antk: even
:odions, now .appears transcendently -ekcellent
and glorious ; -calculated to reflfect-honor -on
‘each divine ‘Persen, and. perfeotion, and infi-
mitely adapted:to us. How cordially does-hie
acquiescein this scheme for:his own salvation?
FHow affectionately, and earnestly does he-re-
commend it to.perishing, fellow:sinners 2. ‘¢ It
as afaithful saying, and worthy -of il ac.
ceptation, ithat Jesus Christ came nmto the
workl to gave-ainimees.’? - ool oo

8. This excrciseimpliesan auprepnatmn of
Jesus :and him crucified ifor:our salvarion i -
particular. Although this act of the soul is
qcarly related to ithé former, yet it may be
considered in sgme respectsiasdistinct fromit.
‘When there:is #n acquiescence in thie scheme
of recenciliation through the Saviour’s -cress
as excellent and eligible, there ‘must be an
acceptance of him dor all eur salvation ; yet
the latter-may be considered a higherexercise
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of faith than the former: The awakened
sinner in contemplating by faith the Lamb of”
God is not satisfied with knowing that he
¢ takes away the sins of the world,” but he
improves-him for taking away his own sins in
particular : He is not contented with knowing
that “ there is a fountain opened for sin, and
for uncleanness,’’ but he desires to bathe in
that fountain, both for pardon- and purifica-
tion: He is not satisfied with a speculative
belief that the incarnate Jehovah is a ¢ refuge
from the storm, a covert from the tempest,”’
but he aims at enterirfg this refuge, at hiding
beneath this' covert, and there taking shelter
from the storm: of divine wrath : It is not
enough for the awakened sinner to know that
the righteousness of Jesus is ¢ an everlasting
righteousness,”’ that it is a robe which secures
the acceptance of all who-apply it, but he de-
sires to be actually clothed: with this robe as,
his own security and glory : He does rest sa-
tisfied with hearing that the Redeemer’s “ flesh
is meat-indeed, that his bloed isdrink indeed;”
* that they impart substantial nourishment and
strength to- the soul, but he really ‘“eats this
flesh, and drinks this. bloed ;’ he particularly
appropriates- the precious Savieur in his Per-
son. and relations, and tghteotisness, and ful-
ness. for spiritual life,.and strength, and conso.
Iation :: While Jesus in the depths of his. con-
descension,. and the ardor of his love isexpos.
tulating, ‘‘ If any man thirst, let him come
unto me, and drink : L.ook unto me, and be
ye saved,” the believing soul is disposed o

P R
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reply, ¢ “Thou art fairer than the children of-
men; yea, the perfection of beauty: ‘T'o wham
would I go,orto whom shall I gobutunto thee!
"Thou hast the words of eternal life : Thou art
all my salvation and all my desire.” It is this
application of the general promise, and of Je-
sus in the promise, which gives us an actual
interest in him, and his salvation. A present
although intended for me is not strictly my
own while it remains in the hand of the per-
son offering it ; there is an act of receiving on
my part requisite for giving me the full pos-
session of the gift : A shelter however large,.
however impenetrable to every stoxm,.or how-
ever.easy of access, will not secure my body
either from the scorching sun, or. chilling
blasts, or falling rains, unless I actually enter
it : Provision although furnished .in the rich-.
est abundance, although .perfectly suited to
my wants, and spread freely before me:will nei-
ther satisfy .my hunger, ngr strengthen me for
the duties of life, unless I particularly receive
it  As these remarks are :obviously true in
things natural, they are no less ohviously true
in things spiritual. And therefore with spe-
cial emphasis the Redeemer declares, ¢ Ex-
cept ye-eat.the flesh, and drink the blood of
the ‘Son of Man, ye have no life in you ;*’ and
in language no less explicit he adds, ¢ Whaso
eafeth my flesh, and .drinketh my blood, hath
cternal life.” . ‘
< Life, eternal life”’ is the privilege imme-
diately and unalienably secured by all who thus
appropriate thz adorable Jesus. ¢ He that be.
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Jieveth on'the Son hath everlasting life.” " To-
aim at illustrating - this privilege was our next
proposition, and remains now to be consider-
cd: Want of time prevents me from explain-
ing at any considerable length this privilege.
Nay, it cannot be either explained, orunder.
stood in the ten thouvsandth part of its import,
while we remain upon earth : It will be the.
Joy of eternity to participate its blessings,
and it will be the work of-eternity to telebrate -
the praises of him who died, and. made the -
/ purchase. “ This everlasting life > does not im-
! plvmerely an-endless duration, or-an immortal
existance. A perpetuity of being is-secured to.
| the damned; no less than to the redeemed,
\ and this continuation of existanee will consti-
!'tute their misery. ¢ They shall go away into-
i/ everlasting punishment.” ~ Eternallife implies-
* not only a never ending duration, but compre-
hends all that can minister to the happiness
‘of that existance; whatever can render life:
either desirable, or comfortable. This privi-
'lege may be considered, ‘
1. As it commences in grace here. The.
christian ‘receives the first fruits of* ‘¢ eternal:
life’”in the remissionof all his sins, in the jus-
tification of his person, and his adoption into
‘the family of Jesus, when he is recognised as
a son of God, and- an heir of future gl()ry.
He occasionally receives the earnest, the pre-
cious pledge of his eternal inheritance, when.
he experiences the assurances of his Father’s
love, ‘peace of conscience through the atoning
- blood of his loving Saviour; and joy in the Ho-
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1y Ghost. Sometimes when- the believer ap-
proaches hisGod in the devotions of the clo-
set; or when he meditates on the promises as
the charter of his heavenly hope, or.while he
contemplates his Dear Redeemer in his sacri-
fice, andr ighteousness, and salvation, or when
he is receiving at his table the emblems of his
body and blood, foretastes of the pleasures of
Heaven are communicated to his soul ; ** The
Spirit of God and of glory rests upon him”
and seals upon him the assurance of his adop-
tion into the family of Jesus. He is then em-
boldened to cry, “ Abba, Father,” and in the
language of confidence to exclaim, ¢ Behold,
~ God is my salvaticn : I will trust and not be

afraid, for the Lord Jehovah is my strength,
and my song; he also is hecome my salva-
tion.”” They are greatly mistaken who sup-
pose that the blessings of redemption are re-
served exclusively for the heavenly world —
The earnests of glory are ordinarily imparted
to the souls of the ransomed before their trans-
lation from earth. ¢¢ He that hath the Son
hath life.”” The Lord Jesus not only gives
them the title by imputing to them his own
righteousness, but occasionally gives them in
_ partthe possession. Streams from that river

of life which issues from the throne, watcring
the paradise above, are-communicated to re-
fresh the spiritual Israclite while he passes
through the wilderness of this world. Jeho-
vah their Substitute not only reconciles them
¢ by the body of his flesh through death,” but.
.sanctlﬁcs them by his grace ; he, scals them,

H



86 SERMON III.

by his Spirit ; he  fills them with all joy and
peace in believing that they may abound in
hope by the power of the Holy Ghost.”—
The Father indeed docs not give to his son
the full possession of the estate while he con-
tinues under age; yet he supports him out of
the cstate ; he affords him every assurance of
his good will, .of his solicitude for his welfare,
and gives occasionally animating pledges that
when his minerity is past he shall be placed in
the actual enjoyment .af the expected inheri-
tance. Thus affectionately does the Everlast-
ing Father deal with the objects of his adopt-
ing love : He not anly brings them .jinto his
family, but he feels towards them, and dcals
with them as ;sops and.daughters.; he sympa-
thises with thenin their complicated sorrows ;
he supplies their wants from his covenant ful-
ness ; he forgives their, frequent and shameful
imperfectionstowards himself and each other ;
he cheers them fram time to time with inti-
mations of his love, and thus grants them the
first fruits of that full salvation which is reser-
ved for them in his presence above. ‘ In
whom after that ye believed, ye were sealed
with the holy Spirit of promise, which is the
earnest of our inheritance until the redenmption
of the purchased possession.” -

2. This eternal life which commences in
grace will be consummated in glory. Al.
though the heirs of promise receive in this
world a part of the * purchased inheritance,?’
it is no more than the first fiuits : All the spi-
ritual joys which we experience here may be
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compared to the cluster of grapes wl‘uch the
spies brought from Canaan to the Israclites in
the wilderness ; we are thereby experiment-

ally assured that there is a heavenly country ;

that there there is ¢ fulness of joy,” and we
arc encouraged to press forward; with greater
eagerness for the possession. Here ¢ we
know,” yet it is ¢ only in part ;”” ¢ we see,”
vet it is ““through a glass darkly ;’ but here-
after ““we shall sce face to face, and know
‘even as also we are known.” The most
bright, reviving smile of their Father’s coun-

tenance which the redeemed enjoy onearth is

only a ray from that sun which shall beam
upon them- without a cloud:in-the heavenly
world, and the largest’s drauwht of consolation
which they here experience is but a drop from

that boundless' ocean-where they shall drink,

and be satisfied: for ever.. ¢ It.doth not yet
appear what we shall be ;”” we cannot draw
aside the veil which conceals- the celestial
world ;- wé cannot describe those joys, nor
paint those glories which shall there be reali-

sed ;" but when Christ shall- appear we shall
be hke him; we shall be near him, “ for we

shall see him-as he is.”” There is one circum-

stance which will inconceivably heighten the
felicities of the heavenly world that they will
admit of no interruption,-or abatement, or end.

Woe often enter the sanctuary here, but must
soon leave it : we must e\chano'e the com.
mnunion of saiuts for the company of the world,
~and the cxercises and joys of the temple for
eur carthly pursuits, and those anxieties and_
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perplexities which accompany them, but be-
ing once admitted within the walls of the Je-
rusalem above ¢ we shall go no more out ;’
having once mingled ¢ with the general as-
sembly and church of the first born,” we shalil
part with them no more for ever; and our
eyes being once opened to the visiom of the
“ Lamb in the midst of the throne” we shall
behold him without any intervening cloud —
The mclancholy eomplaint shall never be
heard among all the thousands who encircle
the upper court, * I opened to my Beloved,
‘but he had w1thdrawn himself and was gone ;
I sought him, but I found him not.” Every
eye shall see him, and one tide of glory from
the throne shall rollin to the full felicity of
cvery heart. Eternal life ? How reviving the
prospest ? How short the words to convey an
infinite meaning ? How inconsiderable a por-
tion of its blessings can be enjoyed on earth ?
And yet all, and unutterably more than can
be conceived isthe*‘gift of God through Jesus
Christ our Lord.” And yetall, chrxsuan, is
thine, unahenably, eternally thine ; itisthine
mn reversion now, and soon, very soon shall
be thine in full fruition. =~
How has the Son of God manifested his
condescension in stooping to assume a body ;
““in becoming a little lower than the an-
gels” by veiling the glories of his God-
head in the frailties of the manhood ? * The
word was made flesh, and dwelt among us,
and we belield his glorv, the glory as of the
enly Bcgotten of the Father.” What oppo- -
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sites are here united ? Natures essentially and
infinitely different are intimately and insepara-
bly joined in the same Person. In Immanu-
el, God with us, we behold the Creator, and
yet a creature ; the Mighty God,and yet a man
¢ without comeliness,’” subject to meanness,
and every sinless infirmity of human nature,
¢ bearing our griefs, and carrying our sor-
rows.” Contracted, benighted must be that
understanding which discovers nothing inter-
esting, nothing astonishing here. More im-
genetrable than the flinty rock must be that
eart which is not melted, nor moved by such
a display of condescension and love. Obdu-
_ rate indeed must be that spirit which is not sof-
tened into contrition ; which is not constrain-
ed to holy obedience while it contemplates
Jehovah’s ¢ Equal” emptied of his glory, and
‘appearing ¢ without beauty orform.” ¢ With-
out controversy, great is the mystery of God-
liness, God was manifested in the flesh.”
But our wonder rises when we reflect that .
the Son of God, thus clothed with our nature,
should suffer and die. He not only appeared
‘“ in the likeness of sinful flesh,” but had his
“ visage so marred more than any man, and
his form more than the sons of men ” This
is another interesting mystery presented to
our contemplation in the text. While ¢ the
flesh of Jesus is meat indeed, his blood is re-
presented as drink indeed.” He is not only
revealed as a ¢ Lamb without spot,”” but this
Jlamb * must be slain” in order to redeem us .
to God. “ Ilim hath the Father set forth as a
H 2 :
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propitiation through faith in his blood for the
remission of sins.” Mow precious must be
that soul for which a price so great has been
laid down ? How amazing must be the evil
of sin which nothing but the sacrifice of a God-
could expiate ? How awfully stern and ing¢x-
orable must be that justice which “ spared
not the Son of the Highest” when. substitut-
cd in the room of sinners ? How great, how
perfect that salvation which has an “ Author,.
and Finisher? so illustrious as Jesus Jchovah,
the brightness of the divine glory ? Surelj
then while we adore that mystery of Godli-
ness, God manifcsted in the flesh,” we ought
to adore the more affecting, mu;mprehc-nsible
mystery God suffering for us, and * purchas.
ing the church with his own blood.” The
more these doctrines are admired, the more
admirable and inconceivable they must appear
and be acknowledged. T'o overlook them ar-
gues carelessness; to contemplate them with.
indifference manifests stupidity ; to misim-
prove them is folly 5 to detide themargues a
hardihood of impicty surpa%ﬂm; that of  de-
vils who believe,. and treinble ;* but by de-
“voutly prying into them, and admiring them
-we become assimilated. to angels who ‘¢ stoop
down to search them,”” and then wonder and:
adore. ¢ These things the angels desire to
look into.” Bnt our obhgmon to enquire in--
to them is much greater than theirs, because
our interest in them is much deeper.  Angels
- look into them merely as spectators, but we
are a party concerned.  We scethe ¢ Eternal.
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Son” assuming not the ¢ nature of arigels, but’
. of the sced of Abraham ; as really our “kins-
man, our brother,. bone of our bone, and flesh:
of our flesh:” We sce him giving his ‘“flesh
to:be meat indeed, and his. blood” flowing at
the hand of justice as the price of our recon-
ciliation, and peace  Turn aside then, and:
behold this great sight the Prince of life man~
ifested. in the flesh, and ‘“brought to the dust’
of death as. a propitiation for our sins :”  And
while you behold. in this glass-the glory of the
»Lord, may you be changed into the same im--
age from glory to.glory as by the Spirit.of the -
Lord.” , v
2.. We learn from: this' doctrine what is a:
suitable exercise for communicants. when sur--
rounding: the table of their Lord, itis ¢ toeat:
his flesh, and drink his blood” as there exhib--
ited under the emblems of bread, and wine..
Uscless will be the reception of-the sign, with-
out a reception. of the things signified. A
little bread seen,. handled, tasted, or a little
wine received can be of no avail for diffusing
. peace over the conscience, or ministering con-
solation tothe heart. They have no more ef-
ficacy in themselves for promoting the faith,
or love, or hopes, or joys of the receiver, than.
the waters of Abana, or Pharpar for washing
off the leprosy of Naaman, or the blood of a
lamb for expiating the guilt of an offender:
We must look through the sign, if we expect
the ordinance of the supper to be ¢ a feast of
fat things” to our souls. We should perform
this service in remembrance of the suffering

\
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Jesus; we should aim at entertaining an af
fectionate, tender recollection that he had a
body ; that * this body was really broken,”
and that it was broken for our sins as the pro-
curing cause, and that thus suffering he ob-
tained ecternal redemption for us. ¢ They
shall look on me whom they have pierced,and -
mourn for him.”” In receiving the bread, and -
wine the believing communicant may be_se-
cretly saying, ¢ These symbols which I now
handle and taste are representations of that
Dear Lord who loved me, and gave himself
for me, and with these outward signs I cordi-
ally accept a bleeding Saviour as the Father’s -
gift, and frecly and fully offering himself: ¥
embrace him this moment as my own Re- .
deemer, and Portion: I accept of him for wis- -
dom, for righteousness, for sanctificatién, for
redemption ; for atoning all my transgressions
with his precious blood ; for healing all my
diseases with the balm of his cress; for sup-
plying all my wants from the infinite treasurcs
of his grace ; for covering all my nakcdness,
all my deformity with the spotless, everlasting
robe of his own righteousness : I rejoice in
him as my portion not only this day, but for-
ever; as mine through all the years of my

continuance on earth, and through the ever- - =

revolving ages of eternity ; I would depend
on him from this moment to enlighten me in
darkness; to shicld me in danger ; to cheer,
and support me in distress ; to strengthen me
in weakness ; to be my glory in reproach and
my life and confidence in death. "This Savi-
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our, inall that he is, and all that he promises
to bestow both in. grace and glory, is my Be-
lovedand my Friend.” A crucified Jesus is
really the provision presented on a sacramen-
tal table ; this is ¢ the feast of fat things, of
wines on the lees’” there exhibited, and the

great business of faith is freely to receive.

these blessings which are so freely tendered.
And justly we may ask in holy amazement,

will t/is man give us his flesh to eat' 2 Will he'

reﬂgleniéh a table at an expence so great as the
o

erimg of his own body and blood ? It was
mentioned as the privilege and glory of Isra-

el in their journeyings through the wilderness'

¢ that they did eat angel's food,” but a more .

eostly feast is furnished for us, and as the en-
tertainment is more costly thantheirs, itisbet-

¢ ter; theyeat manna inthe wilderness and are
dead,” but Jesus declares, * I am the bread
of life ; he that eateth my flesh and drinketh
my blood shall live forever.”

3. Since God has promised us “ eternal life

through Jesus Christ our Lord,” let us rely on' .

his wisdom, and mercy, for all that concerns
us, until we are brought to the possession of

thatlife. Christians eften appear to act as if
they thought that there was merit in- doubting
and fearing. If the Spirit departs from- them
for a season, and they lose that assurance and

enlargement which they once enjoyed ; or if’

their heavenly Father frowns upon them in his
providence, bereaving them of property, or
friends, they are overwhelmed with perplexity
and sorrow ; they feel no confidence in look~
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ing to God for support in their adversity,- or’
for the renewed manifestations of his love ;
they hang their harps upon the willow ;- their
lips are sealed up insilence nolonger uttering’
praises to God, and they are ready to cenclude
that ¢ his mercies have failed for evermore.’”’
This distrust, and these disquietudes which
are the consequence of such distrust, are equal-
ly displeasing, and dishonoring to- God; they
eall in question not only his word, but his:
oath which he has given * for our strong con-
solation that he will not turn away from us
to do us good ;" that he will #ever, in no-
emergence, upon no occasion, ‘‘leave us, nor
forsake us.” Fhere is not indeed any assur--
ance that he will not chastise, but there is an’
assurance that every chastisement is inflicted:
in love, and shall issue in our profit : There is-
not any promise to his children of constant.
prosperity in the world, this would no more-
suit us in this state of xmpexfecuon than per--
petual sunshine. or summer would suit the’
natural world ; but there isa promise that he
will not ¢ contend for ever, neither be always
wroth:” There is no security for the constant,-
unclouded light of our Father s countenance’
in this militant state; Abraham did not expe-
rience ity Job did not experienceit ;; David did’
niot experience it ;' Paul did not experience it;;
his own Son did not experience it, but there
is ample security that all these shadows shall
recede, that every cloud shall be scattered in:
the hour of dcath, when the ‘¢ day-star’ of glo--
ry shall rise upon us never to Le obscured:
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anore. ‘Learn then, believers in Jesus Christ,
to entertain becoming views of the dispensa-
tion of mercy, and walk towards God, towards
the world, towards yourselves, in a manner
worthy of your privileges and prospects.—
¢ "This is the promise that Jehovah hath pro-
“mised us eternal life,” and he who promised it
has given us the pledge, and he who has given
. the pledge will give you in due season the
full possession ; and remember that he will
give you whatever is requisite until you are
brought to the actual enjoyment of this inhe-
ritance. I would repeat the remark that the
children of the kingdom often dishonor God,
“and imbitter their own comfort by dlstrustmg
his promises and providences respecting them
~ while they are to continue in this world.—
They can rely on his mercy for all blessedness
and glory hereafter, but they are anxious about
his dealings to them here : T hrough this want
offaith on the fuithfulness and all- sufhcnency of
God, they whoare poor inthis world are anxious
about themselves and their families ; and the
rich * do not communicate” for purposes of
piety and charity, but eagerly treasure up for
their children after. them. The conduct of
both classes is in this respect highly inconsist-
ent and dishonorable.  As gratitude to a Ben-
cfactor so liberal should excite the rich to no-
bler conduct, a reliance on the bounty and
loving kindness of their Father might relieve
the poor from those anxious, dlsquxctmg fears.
¢ He that spared not his own Son, but deli-
vered him up for us all, how shall he not with
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him also freely give us all things ;”” how shall
he not protect, and feed, and clothe, and com-
fort; how shall he not justify us freely,
sanctify us fully, and save us eternally ? ¢ Re-
joice therefore, in the Lord, ye righteous ;”
Trust him for every temporal, no less than
every spiritual blessing, until ye ¢ receive the
end of your faith, cternal life.” Will a pru-
dent, affectionate fa ther, after providing a large
estate for his son, suffer him to perish through
want before he brmgs him to the enjoyment,
or will Jehovah after laying up for youacrown,
a kingdom, an inheritance, refuse whatever is
best for you until you are brought to possess
them ? *¢ Be not henceforth faithless, but be-
lieving.” The more unshaken your reliance
is on his promise and covenant ; the more fre-
quently that you come to him for the supply
of each want, for redressing every grievance,
for wiping away every tcar He will be the
more glorified, and your peace the more pro-
moted.

4. We are taught from this doctrine who
they are who may rationally expect eternal life
they, and they only who believe in Jesus
Christ ; or, asit is expressed in our text,
“who eat his flesh and drink his blood.”
There is no salvation in any other, and there
is no other mean of making this salvation our
own, but coming to Jesus Christ, actually re-
ceiving him in his covenant fulness, and all-
perfect righteousness. ¢ He that hath the Son
hath life.”” As I desire to be found faithful
in theministry whichis committedto my trust :
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As I wishto give in my accountat lastwith joy,
and not with grief I now declare, it is noteve-
ry one that crieth, Lord; Lord; Itis not c-

- very baptized person; not every one who
frequents the sanctuary : who yieldsa general .
assent to the doctrines delivered : who is ¢ al-’
most persuaded to be a christian,” or puts on
the mask of a profession, that shall enter the
kingdom of heaven, but he in whom Jesus
is formed “ the hope of glory.” Separated
from him, you can no more bring forth the
fruits of repentance, of love, of joy, of hope,
without which no man shall see the Lord, than
a branch can blossom without union to the
vine, or a stream can flow with living water
unconnected with any fountain. ¢ To as
many as received him, to them and to no o-
thers gave he power to become the sons of

-God, even to them that believe on his name.”
Would the ark, however ingeniously planned,
or carefully executed have saved from the de-
vouring flood Noah and his family, without en-
tering it? No. Would the city of refuge, altho’
devised by infinite wisdom as a mean of safe-
ty for the nation of Israel, have saved a sin-

- gle Israelite from the avenger ol blood, unless
he had fled within its walls-? No. Will bread
nourish ; will water purify ; will medicine
‘heal ; will arobe warm, unless they are ap-
plied ? No. Neither wiil Jesus the Saviour .
profit far the salvation of any but those who
particularly receive him. He is * the ark of
the covenant” appointed for the protection of

sinners, but the flood.of wrath will overtake,
l .
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and overflow the man who does not actually
enter it. Heis a *city of refuge’ devised
by infinite wisdom, and mercy for the securi, -
ty of perishing men, but the sword of the
destroyer will be bathed, and that forever
in the blood of him who does not hasten to
this city and really enter within jts walls: Je-
sus is the bread of life,” but he is nourish.
ment to those only who eat or receive him by
faith : His cross yields a sovereign balm for
the disease of sin, but it gives health only to
such as apply it to their diseases. ¢ Examine
yourselves, thercfore, whether you be in the
faith ; prove your owaselves ; know ye not
your ownselves, how that Jesus Christ is in
you except ye be reprobate. Thou ¢ Spirit
of God, and of glory” pour light upon every
heart, enabling us to know in our day the
things that belong to our peace : glorify the
Saviour by recewing of his, and shewing
them savingly unto us, * that being justified
by his grace we may become heirs according
to the hopes of ETERNAL LIFE ;” and to
Thee, with the Co-Equal Son, and Ever-
Blessed Father, Jehovah in covenant, be as-
cribed dominion and thanksgiving world with.
out end—AMEN, '



SERMON IT.

, AcTs 111, 21,

Whom the heaven must receive until the times
of restitution of all things.
THERE were various degreesin the hu-
miliation of Jesus Christ the Saviour of the
world. It began in his incarnation, it conti-
nued throughout the whole course of his life,
and was consummated upon his cross. “That

~ decease which he accomplished at Jerusalem”

was the last; and lowest step of his degrada-
tion, and id that he ¢¢ finished,”” as to its pur-
chase, ¢ the work that was given him to do.”

" ¢“He became obedient unto death,’” and in

dying ¢ made an end of sin; made reconcili-
ation for iniquity,; and brought in everlasting
righteousness,” for the justification of his cho-
sen. By one step of his humiliation, the Me-
diator, as man, was fitted for another, and
lower step of humiliation. ¢ Though he was
a Son,tyet learned he obedience by the things

‘which he suffered, and being made perfect

became the author of eternal salvation to all
them that obey him.”” "Asin the humiliatian
of the Son of God formerly, so in his exalta-
tion afterwards there was a variety of steps,
and by the reception of one degree of medi-
atorial glory he was prepared for the recep-

tion of angther and higher degree. His exal-

tation as Mediator properly conmimenced in his
resurrection from the dead, by which ¢ he was
manifested to be the Son of God,”” and to
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have accomplished our redemption : it was
promoted by his ascenston on high in the ve-
ry nature which had suffered, and amidst a
retinue of angels who came down to hail their
ascending Lord, and o add to the grandeur
of the scene: His exaltation was farther ad-
vanced by his promotion to the right hand of
tte Father, and will be consummated in hia
coming at last to judge the world. ‘The va-
. rious grades of the exaltation of our Lord are:
either expressed or implied in the verse to
which your attention is now invited. '

It is a profitable exercise occasionally to
contemplate the Savieur in his humbled, sor--
rowful state ; we have thereby affecting views
of the evil of sin which brought upon ¢ the
holy one of God’ sufferings thus continued:
and complicated ; of the Father’s justice which
would net ‘¢ spare iniquity even in his own:
Son’ when substituted in our room, and we
are taught our infinite obligation to love him
who so amazingly ¢ loved us, and gave him-
self an offering for us.”” It is equally pleasing
and profitable to trace the Saviour through all
the steps of his exaltation ; to see him rising
from the tomb as the Conqueror of death, as
the Prince of life, as the immediate pattern,
and infallible pledge of our own resurrection ;.
to follow him by the eye of faith as he ascends
on high perfectly, and everlastingly relieved
from all the reproach, and sorrow, and toil of .
his humbled state, going to his Father to re-
ceive a full reward for his former degradation,
and to realize in his ascension a security for
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our own ascension. We shal not always be
imprisoned in this world which has become
dreary, and loathsome by transgression, but
shall in our own order * be caught up to meet
the Lord in the air,” and enter that kingdom
which he has entered in our name. It is ani-
mating to our faith, and hopes occasionally to
contemplate the Co-equal Son and Surety in- -
troduced to the right hand of the Father, to
plead our cause, and prepare mansions for us.
In this event we have the highest conceivable
evidence that his vicarious sacrifice was re-
ceived ‘as a full discharge for ourdebt; that
the ¢ hand writing which stood against us” at
the upper court is cancelled and destroyed,and
that therefore there is no condemnation to a-
ny who are in Christ Jesus.

As the resurrection and ascension of our
Lord are events deeply interesting to our faith
they are established by evidence various, and
satisfactory. "The former was attested by
Mary who saw, and conversed with Him ;
by the eleven who met with him on different
occasions,andon whom he perceptibly breath-
ed, communicating the Holy Ghost ; by Tho-
mas who saw in his hand the print of the nails
which he received upon the cross, and who
~thrusted his finger into the hole which was

made in his side by the soldier’s spear; and

in addition to all this testimony our Lord was

seen at once by more than five hundred bre-

thren. The fact of his ascension is attested

by evidence no less satisfactory ; by the apos-

tles who retired with him tp Bethany, and be-
12
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held him as he rose, until the cloud rececived
him out of their sight; by a concert of an-
gels who spoke to them out of the cloud, and
assured them that this sanie Jesus shall here-
after descend, in like manner as they now saw
him ascending ; by the outpouring of the Ho-
ly Ghost on the day of Pentecost, and by the
Martyr Stephen who saw himstanding on the
right hand of God. 'T'hc precise manner in
which the Redcemer ascended is not for us to
know, because it is not revealed. This event
is recorded by the Evangelists in three dit-
ferent places, and it is worthy of remark that
three different words are used to express the
same event. Sometimes he is said to ascend
or goup, as if he arose by his own power ;
sometimes to be carried, or botne up, s if
he was raiscd by the power of another, and
again as received up, probably to express that
affcction with which he was received by his
Fathcr, and by angels, and all the inhabitants
of heaven. As in the resurrection, so in the
ascension of the Son as Mediator, there was a
co-operation of each divine Person in Jehovah . -
to shew their concurrence in the redemption
of sinners, and their full satisfaction with that
rightcousness which the Surety had introdu-
ced “ Him the hcaven must receive until
the times of restitution of all things.”

In the more full illustration of this subject
we shall enquire,

I. Why it was proper or necessary that the
keavens should receive the risen Saviour, and
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I1. In what capacity he still continues as
thus received ? f
1. It was proper or requisite that the hea-
vens should receive him on account of God
the Father. It was the Eternal Father who,
~ vindicating the honors of the divine govern-
ment, demanded satisfaction for sin ; who
laid upon, or imputed to the Son interposing
for man the iniquities of his chosen; who in-
flicted upon him the unnumbered sufferings
which he endured both in his life, and at his-
death. * It pleased the Lordto bruise him,
and he hath put him to grief: He spared not
his own Son, but delivered him up for us all.”
Judas in betraying him ; Pilate in condem-
ning him ; the multitude in crucifying him,
although they indulged their own rage, were -
really fulfilling Jehovah's absolute, everlasting
purpose. ““ Him being delivered by the de-
terminate counsel, and foreknowledge of God
ye have taken,” says the apostle addressing
the Jews, ¢ and by wicked hands have cruci-
fied and slain.” The Father in‘the scheme
of our redemption acted the part of Creditor,
and therefore exacted from his Son our sub-
stitute the payment of the debt. By him the
- command was uttered in all its terrors and
glory, ¢awake, O sword, against my shepherd,
and smite the man that is my fellow.” When
the sufferings of Jesus became most exquisite
and insupportable, it was into the bosom of
his Father that he poured his complaint, and
- from him he solicited sympathy and support.
¢ O my God, ifitis possible let this cup pass
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from me : My God, my God, why hast thou
forsaken nie : Nevertheless not my will, but
thine be done.”” As the Father had thus hum-
bled his Son and put him to grief; had exe-
cuted upon him the penalty denounced against
sin, it was proper that with his own haud he
should raise and reward him ; that he should
glorify the Son who had se emmentlv glorifi-
cd him. "Fhe exaltation of Jesus to his medi-
atorial honors is therefore ascribed to the im-
mediate interposition of his Father; it is pro-
nounced the Father’s act no less than his hu-
miliation and decath.  * Him hath God exalt-
ed with hisright hand to be a Prince and Sa-
viour :”” Again, ‘“ because he became obedi-
ent unto death, even the death of the eross,
God also hath highly exalted him, and given.
him a name above every name, that at the
name of Jesus cvery knee should bow—to the
glory of God the Father ;> in doing bomage
to the Son they do homage to the Father, by
whose authority he was raised from the grave,.
and cxalted to the highest heavens.  We hear’
the Son in the prospect of his sufferings thus
appealing to- his righteous Father ; ¢ Thow
wilt not leave my soul in hell; thou wilt not
doom me forever to languish in the grave, the
invisible state, in whose dreary dominions the
dead cannot praise thee, neither wilt thou
suffer thine holy One to see corruption, but
when the debt is paid the prison shall be open-
ed, and I, the Surety, discharged ; thou wilt
: shew me the path of life ; ; thou shalt make
ne full of joy with thy countenance.”
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2. It was proper, or requiste that the hea-.
vens should receive the Son of God on his
own account. This world was to the Saviour
a scene of the deepest degradation,and of grief
almost uninterrupted, and unmingled. ¢ He

was despised,” and not only despised, but
* rejected of men,”” yea, of that very nation
whose chiefest glory it was to give him birth
according to the flesh. This life of neglect,
and toil, and sorrow was concluded by a mode
of dying unparallgled for infamy and pain.—
qua}l this | wmiliation he submitied, and all
ferings he endured with a de51g11 the
most impartant and gracious ; to repair the
injuries of the divine government ; to reflect
glory on the divine perfections, and save sin-
ners from the wrath to come. It was there.
fore proper that the Saviour should be trans.
lated from this world of trial and grief, and
erowned with honor and glory ; that, as he
had by his obedience and blood, brought hon-
or to his Father, and redeemed from destruc-
tion millions of men, he should be raised to
the midst of the throne, and dignified with all
power in heaven and earth. This reward was.
solemnly promised to Messiah in the contract
from eternity, and we hear him explicitly de-
manding it shortly before he concluded his
mediatorial work in this world. I have glo-
rified thee on the earth ; I have finished the
work which thou gavest me to do; and now,
O Father, glorify thou me with "thine own
sclf ; with the glory which I had with thee
before the world was.” He possessed an es-
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sensial glory’ as God : This was veiled whilé
he tabernacled on earth ; hie had also a glory
as Mediator, but this he was to receive upon
his resurrection from the dead, and his ascen-
sion to the higher sanc¢tuary. And this hon.
or which was solemnly asked by Messiah was
immediately and fully imparted to him. ¢ The
Father loveth the Son ;’ is pleased ith him
as the medium threugh which his own glory
is displayed, and revolting men restored o
their primitive obedience and bliss; ¢ he lo-
veth the Son, and hath committed all things
into his hand ;”’ he hath exalted him to the
highest throne ; placed upon his head a
crown of pure gold, given into his hand the
sceptre of universal dominion, and issued forth
the royal command, * that every knee should
bow to him,” whether of saint, or angel, or
archangel. It. was therefore highly proper
that the heavens should receive the Saviour
on his own account; that the cress should
. be succeeded by the crown ; the serrows of
earth by those full joys which are at Jehovah’s
right hand; and the reproach of men, and the
temptations of devils by the acelamation of all.
the celestiat hosts.

3. It was proper and requisite that the hea.
vens should receive him on account of holy
- angels. 'The Son as Mediater had been often
seen of angels in the progress of his humilia-
tion upon earth ; they had seen him when he
lay in Bethlehem an obscare, helpless infant ;
they hud seen him in Egypt, banished from
his kindred and country, through the persecu-
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gion of an unnatural tyrant ; they had seen
him in the wildernéss when he was doomed to
solitude, and hunger, and tempted of dcvils ;
they had seen, and attempted to strengthen
him in the garden ¢ when his soul was troub-
led, and the sweat of his body was as it were
great drops of blood falling down to the
ground ;” they had seen him mocked and
mangled on mount Calvary, and at last con-
signed a lifeless corpse to the dominion of the

dead. On a]l these occasions had angels seen

the suffering Jesus, and marvelled, and trem-
bledwhile they beheld. It was therefore pro-
per that joy should fil} their hearts, and melo-
dy return to their harps by seeing him in all
the splendors of the heavenly state, How
promptly therefore did angels roll away the
stone from the sepuichre, and aid, so far as
their aid would be accepted, at his resurrec-
tion from the dead : How patiently did they

~wait and announce to Peter; and -Mary, and

others, the joyous message, *‘ the Lord js risen
indeed :”” come see the place.-where our
Lord and your ‘Saviour lay : With what ex-
tacy ineffable did they attend at his ascension,
and aim at reconciling the bereaved apostles
to the painful separation? ¢ And while the
disciples looked stedfastly toward heaven as-
he went up, behold, two men,” two angels in
the fashion of men, ¢ stood by them in shi-

ning apparel : Which also said, ye men of
Gullilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven :

- This Jesus which is taken up from you into

heaven shall, in like manner, come down as
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ye have seen him go into heaven.” How rea-
dily did they fling open the everlasting gates
and welcome the King of glory to his native
heaven ? With what transports of joy do they
now behold him fully possessed of each me-
diatorial honor? With what enraptured hearts
and harmonious voice do they pour forth that
anthem of praise, ¢ salvation to him that sit-
teth upon the throne, even unto the Lamb,
for ever and ever.” How ardently do they
long for that hour when the heavens shall a-
gain reveal him in the character of Judge for
the full redemption of his church, and the
dismay and destruction of his enemies.

4, It was proper and requisite that the hea-
vens should receive Messiah on account of
the saved from among men: Millions of our
family had been admitted to glory during the
four thousand years which preceded the in-
carnation of our Lord, and .all through the
merit of that sacrifice which he was expected
to offer up. Abel, Enoch, Abraham, Elijah,
Isaiah, and many others had believed on him ;
had prophesied of his coming ; had presented
sacrifices to typify his great atoning sacrifice,
and these anxiously waited to see him clothed.
with their own nature ; they longed to see in
the heavenly world that very Jesus who had
_ suffered and died for them, and procured for
them a weight of glory. exceeding and eter-
nal ; they longed for that hour when he who
had been crucified for them should be glorifi-
ed with them, and they might see for them-
selves the Lamb who. was slain, and had re-

i
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~deemed them to God by hisown blood. Saints
under the former dispensation waited with
anxious expectation tfor his manifestation in
the flesh : they frequently and fervently pray-
ed, ¢ O that the salvation of Israel were come
out of Zion,” and when Messiah did appear
¢ many v ere looking forredemptionin Israel.”
And ifthe church militant longed for  his
manifestation on earth, much more would the
church triumphant long for his manifestation
- in heaven, because they had known better by
experience the preciousness of his salvition 3
their powers were tmore entarged 1o corfipre-
hend the depth of his ‘condescension in“stoop:
ing to be veiled with our nature, and make
his soul an offering for our sins; they were
thus capable of realising more fully their é¥-
gations to redeeming love : To $hew that in-
terest which the spirits before the throne felt
in the transactions of the Son of God, Moses
and Elias came downbeforethand, and “*spake
of that decease which should be ‘adcé‘xjipligﬁé&'
- at Jerusalem ;’ and many of the $aints arose”
at his resurrection ; the glorified spirits pro--
bably descended and occupied their bodies
that they might see with their own eyes as
the heavens received him ; And no doubt al¥
¢ the spirits of the just made perfect” drop-
ped their crowns, started from their thrones,
and welcomed their Saviour and King as he
entered the gatesef glory. =
It is impossible to conceive that increase
of light which bursted forth ypon the heaven. °
ly world, ar those transports of joy which were -
R ,
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felt by its blessed inhabitants on that occasiur,
¢ The light of the sun then became seven-
fold, asthe light of seven days.”  More en:
larged, elevating views of ajl the .prophecies
and promises which had beenuttered from the
foundation of the world were. instantly acqui-
red, and Joftier ascriptions of praise tere
ered forth to Hun who had.inspired them,
hen their - Redeemer and Pripce first ap-
peared to .his dlSClpk.S after his. resurrection
from the dead, .it js secorded, * then were
théy glad :*: Their faith was conﬁrmed their
‘love was. mﬂamed, and ;hen‘ hopes brighten-
cd when they saw . his risen,.and glonﬁed bo-
dy i when they heard - fropx his mouth ‘words
of consolation, and felt.with their. hands the
- mark of tho spear and the nails ; hu extacy
"~ of joy'then.must bave maps_por;ed e redeem-
ed aboye when the, Saugur, covcred with stil}
- groater-glosy, stged in the midst of thiem ;
: when they saw in Person that Lamb whom
~* they had:formerly segn in type; by whose
* blood they had been ransomed from. the pit of
hell, by whosg - righteousness, as their title,
they were admitted to heayen, and from w hose
* mediation they ,l,o,okeql forward for an eterni»
rty of glory and j joy.2. . .-
-+« It was also proper ;hat thc heayens should
receive the Son bs Mediator for the enlarge-
* ‘ment of his chuxch,, and the edificatjon of his
- children.uponearth, . It was the absolute ar-
o rangement of Jehovah s that the. spirit should
not be gnvep ;”" that he should not'be com-
municated in great abupdance until ¢ Jesus
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was glorified,” and therefore although it was
painful to the disciples that their master who
had beén endeared by long and familiar in-
tercourse, by the miracles which he wrought,
by the doctrines which ke preached, by the
‘many offices of love which he had shewnthem,
by the spotless example which he had exhib-
ited, should altogether depart, 'yet it was in-
tended that this very departure should emi-
nently issue in their profit; * - The loss which
they should sistain by the want of his bedily
Ppresence,’ by tiot seeing himy, and conversmg
‘with kim as_fortierly should be more than
comperisatéd by ihiat ineréase of light-and joy
whichthéy should-expérience b the-outpour-
ing of the Holy Ghost in consequence of his
~ ascension: ¢ Nevertheless,” he assures theme
in the prospect of his removal, ¢ nevertheless
I tell you the truth'; it is expedient for you
that I go away ; for if I go not away,the Com-
forter will not come ; but if I depart I will
" send him unté you.- When he the Spirit of
truth is come’ he will guidé you intoall truth ;
He shall glorify me, for -he shiall receive of
‘mine, and shall shew"it unto youis? How
literally was this promise accomplished by our
Lord after he ascended to the upper court, and
" how obviously did its accomplishment issue
-in the establishment and gloty-of his church ?
' The joy of Jehovah was their strength.
‘They were filled with the Holy Ghost, -and
began to speak with new tongues, as the Spi-
rit gave them utterance ; praising. God, and
having favor with all the people.” - How . ra-
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pidly were the limits of the true Zion enlarg-
ed and the numbcr of her spiritual worship-
pers encreased ? ¢ The word of the Lord grew
and multiplied.” The wull of partition which
had long <tood between the Jew and the Gen-
tilc tottercd, and fell : The truth which had
been imprisoned for ages in the region of Pa-
lestine burstéd forth, and shed its radiance to-
the cast, and to the west, to the north and te:
the south. "The Saviour being /ifted up, be-
ing extended first on the cross, and exalted
afrerwards to the throne, drew all men unto
him, sonic of all nations to the knotvledge of
his truth. "On one occasion three thousand,
and on another occasion five theusand weré
.savingly ¢alled by his grace, and ** they conti- .
nued stedfastly in the apostles doctrine,and fel-
lowship, and in breaking otbreadand ptayers.’”
It was proper, it was requisite that the hea.
ven should receive Messish the Son, for the
greater mortification, and thé¢ more complete
‘destruction of his irréconcileable enemies.
Because he became obedient unto death, even
the death-of the cross. ~ IWhercfore God also -
hath highly exalted him—that at the name of
Jesus every'knée should bow, not only of things
in heaven and’ things in earth, but of things -
under the earth ; the damied In the regions
Lelow really,althoug h reluctantly, bow in ho- -
mage to the Son as thus ascended. The
powers of earth and hell had long insulted and
afllicted this annointed of the Lord ; particu-
larly towards the conclusion of his work they
combinéd in mocking him, in spitting upon

’
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deemer’ still appears in leaven *“ as a lamly
that had been slain,”” and each recollgction
that his adversaries have of their agency in
_crucifying him must add to their perplexity
and horror. = But how inconceivably must
their amazement and confusion increase,when
the heavens shall hereafter reveal this same
Jesusforthe judgment of the universe 2 When
He whom they once saw in the garden saffer-
ing, and bleeding, shall then appear on his
great white throne ; when he whom they in-
nocently condemned, shall pass the sentence
of just condemnation upon themselves ; when
that hand to which in derision they had offer-
cd a reed shall wave the sceptre of dominion
over collected worlds ; when He, of whom i
the madness of their rage they ‘exclaimed,
¢ crucify him, crucify him,” shall denounce
the irreversible decree depart from me, ye cur-
sed.  “Behold he cometh with clouds, and
every eye shall sce him, and they also which
-pierced him, and all kindreds of the earth shall
wail because of him.” : o
It therefore appears preper on many accounts
thattheheavens shouldreccive our blessedLord
after the work of redemption was accomplished 3
thatashe hadbeendelivered,andslaintoprocare
a kingdom he should rise as a Conqueror.and
“triwmphantly take possession of that kingdom.
~* God is gone up with a shout, the Lord with
the sound of a trumpet § Sing praises to Ged,
“sing prajses, sing praises unto ourking, sing
pizises.” 'O Brethren, he is this moment
entlirones in the highest heavens let us wil-
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lingly offer him the highest throne in our
hearts and affections: Every knee in the
church above bends before him in chearful
submission, and every tongue is loud in ado-
ration,- let us cordially mingle in the general
concert, and say, ‘‘ salvation unto our God
that sitteth upon the throne and unto the
Lamb ; Let us long for nobler powers to com-
prehend his glory, and a nobler eloquence to
speak forth his praise.

- We proceed to enquire,

II. In what relation he still remains to his
;:hurch although the heavens have received
llm.

1. He continues the general bond of union,
and the great medium of communion and
enjoyment among the inhahitants of the hea-
venly world.  In Him, as the common center,
saint in the upper sanctuary is united, and en.
deared to saint ; saints are united and endear-
ed to the various orders of angels, and all to
Jehovah who is the fountain of perfection, and
glory, and bliss. It is the opinion of some
dlstmgmshed divines that holy angels were
established in their firs¢ estate by an’interpo-
sition of the Son in his mediatorial capacity,
and that they are called elect, as chosen in him

~and confirmed by his medlatxon ;. that altho’

they were not redeemed by him yet they were
established by him in holiness and happ1

ness, and thus placed beyond the ‘necessity of
a redemption. This sentiment is rendered
probable ‘from the "consideration that these
exalted spirits appear so deeply concerned
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for the success ¢f lnamedmtonal work. Tﬁey
attended the Son and exvlted at his bmh,
they waited upon him durmg his sufferings in
the’ garden, at his resurrection, at his ascena'
sion, ind are *“ dll ' ministering spirits” to h;s
living members upon carth. %ut whether”
¢ these principalitics and powers in. ﬁeaverljf
places’” ‘were confirmed by Jesus Jehovah or,
not, they are unquestionably subordinate to
I'nm in'his mediitorial’ character, and. qnder i
him intimately eenriectéd with the redegshéd ™
from among men. While he ¢ is head ovE !
all thmﬂs to his church, angels and authori: »
ties, and powers are made subject untd him : ey
They worship him as their king, and learn’
through_his cross ** the manifold wisdom of
God.” ’ “In tlie ‘dispensation of the fulness'* o
of time are gathercd together,” recaplgtrél%mg
summed up into one head  all thingsinChHst ™
both ulncg are im heaven and which are od
earth, even in him :” And thie Aposf(& T, oi
tions in another epistle, that *““by him Werc}
all things created that are in heaven und that*3
are in earth, visible and invisible,whether they
be thrones, or dominions, or pricipalities, of ! ',
powers ; all things were created by him, and1* .
for him—and by him all things consist,” stand,’
together, are bound in the chains of ardent, 3{
inextinguishable, everlasting love. - Saved
men, and elect,” confirmed angels are now

““ knit tom.ther," intimately connected as one*
great family under the infinite Jesus as their*’
common sovereign, and head. But althougft‘
Messiah is rehtg}d to angels as a sovereign,and

pss
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king, he sustains a relation much more inti-
mate and endearing to ¢ the spirits of just.
men made perfect’ before the threne.. To
them he is the great medium of fellowship,
and enjoyment with the ever living, ever lov-
ing Father. The glory of God shines forth -
to their full felicity only in the face, through
the Person of Jesus . Christ. - Paul therefore
expressed a desire  to depart that he might -
be wit Ciatist,”andhc;:reprgsu}jted the pcr}ij:c- ,
tion, of €elestial joy to conmsist in seeing him
“fay ggépgr”j : y,The expression “face to
Tace™ #8:4s¢d in condescension to our ‘weake
ness, ’aty;}}?oxp,ts. out nearness of access, clear-
ness of vision, familiarity of cenverse, and -
in. return every assurance of good will,
‘and affection. - 'While Jesus is represented. .
as'“ the lamb in the midst of the throne,”.ob. "
vious toall, accessible by all the happy inha-
bitants, he ** leads them into living fountains -
of water,” he communicates that fulness of
lory and bliss which was contemplated in the .
Father’s purpese, and purchased by his own
infinitely meritorious decease. ** The glory,”
he says in his address tohis God and our God,
to his Father and our Father, * the.glory .
which thou gavest me,. I have given them;? -
‘He exalts them to the same throne with
himself, gives them possession of the same
kingdom, and will everlastingly dispense all
that measure of happiness which their ever-.;
expanding powers are capable of enjoying. - = -
2. Jesus the Mediator, although received
into heaven, still remains the fountain of all
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- O |
life, and light, and consolation to his churck
upon earth.” ‘By his removal from this world
to the upper world his administration of thé
concérns of Zion has not eeased; but is. only
changed as to its nature, and bie is therecapa-

‘ble of managing her infefests to muach.grea,
_ter advantage. * When he ascénded.upgn
high he rec¢ived,” and upon receiving imme-
diately and liberally ¢ gave gifts to.men s+
He has been calling ini every age,.and is still
calling and qualifying’ some as undér-pastors
to dispensé tlie word of reconciliatiosr; and.
his spirit co-operating with- ¢ the: fosHshness
of their preaching,’” inclines and enables-oth-
ers to believe. ¢ Him hath God exalted wi
his right hand t6 be a Prince, and 4 Saviour
for to give repentance to Israel, and the oz
giveness of sins.” That abundant unctigh
‘which was poured out upon his disciples at
thie inanguration of this Priest 'and" Pringe
upon his throne, the apostle Peter ascrilies it
his immediate agency. “ Theréfore being by
the tight hand of God exalted, and Kaving ye-
ceived of the Father the promise of the {
- Ghost, he hath shed forth this which ,yg;?qu
see, and hear.” The dear Redeemer hn,gﬁ
~ decd departed as to his bodily presen¢e;yet
" his attention to the interests of his childrex: still
cogtinues ; and ¢ he ever liveth to make m-
. ‘tercession for them :’ He is gone beforehand
_ in the character of a Foreruniter to take pos-
- session of a kingdom in our name, and to make
" preparation for our entrance in due time ¢
* He is gone as the High Priest of our profess
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&fon, carrying his ewn blood iht"ciftfl,e: most ,hd-

Iy place, and through the mierit of this main-
tains a free intercourse betwéen the Father
and us :- He is gone as our Beloved to raise up
our -affections thither, to make us consider
heaven as our home, and render us desirous to
follow him that we may behold his glory, and
he filled withhislove, o
“This. doctrine, thus. explained, suggests a

, w;ariety -of inferrences both for our instruction,

\and-tonsolation- on the present occasion. =
~1.Weimay infer from the ascension of oyr
Lord tHat his sacrifice has been received as a
full satisfaction for our offences, and a com-
plete discharge for himself, and his children.
We need no other, nay, we can conceive no

‘higher proof that the Father is well plegsed

with his righteousness, and perfectly pacified

“towards all who embrace it. When the Sa-
“viour first appeared in. our world angels rap-
“turously sing, ¢ pea¢e on earth, and good will
* Yowards men,” but. this peace, this good will
"was more tumingusly manifested when the

'Son was admitted into the very presence of
-the Fathér: When,the Surety who had step-

. ped forward 'in our room. was .invited. to. sit
- down ‘with the Creditor, .and received :with e-
- veryii ;;%;"Irgb"sion of esteem: and affection,.—

~“The exelasion
dise, and” fibm:the divine communion was an
-awful préofahit:the Creator was; displeased

#

#ison .of the Jirst Adam from. Para-

with him, and with the human kind whom he
represented, ‘and “theréfore the exaltation of

“the second Adam, the Lord Jesus, and his in-
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troduction into the holiest of all isan anima-
ting display that Jehovah has accepted of his’
sacrifice, and is reconciled to all whom he re.-
resented. Here is the most satisfactory evi-
Sence that * as by the disobedience of the for-
mer many were made sinners, so by the obe-
dience of the latter many are made righteous.”"
Who will now dare to condemn, or even ac-
cuse thee, O believer, pleading the atonement
of Calvary ? ¢ It is Christ that died, yea, ra-
ther that is risen again, who is even at the
right hand ¢f God.” Would the Father raise
him to the throne, place him at his right hand,
and cover him with such glary, unless he felt
the nrost perfect satisfaction with that sacrifice
which he had offered up ? An apostle thus in-
forms us that he was * justified by the Spi- .
rit ;> that is, the Holy Ghost in raising our
Lord from the dead openly, and formally jus-
tified him ; he pronounced him free from that
debt which he had contracted as the Surety
of his people, and proved that the bond was
completely cancelled by the blood of his cross. .
And our Saviour himself declares, ¢ when the
Spirit of truth is come he shall convince the
world of righteousness—because I go to the
Father ;7 he shall plead my admission to the
Father’s presence as a sufficient proof that my
righteousness is satisfactory to him ; that 1t
is acknowledged as a full reparation for allthe
injuries done by the transgressions of my cho-
sen, and as forming a legal title to that inhe-
ritance of immortality which was forfeited by
- them. Cherish this day, intended communi-
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mant, the pleasing persuasion that.Jesus your
.Substitute 1is received into heaven ; and that
ssince he is discharged there can be no con.
demnation to thee :* None in heaven will lay
-any thing to your charge, and none on earth,
-or in hell dare to do it. S
2. We may infer from this doctrine that e-
very necessary blessing may be expected from
the compassionate Saviour in his exalted state.
Although he has returned. to his Father’s
house he knows * the heart of a stranger :”
He has travelled through this world before
-us, and he still recollects the toil and difficul-
ties which. he underwent : He knows by
experience the dreariness of the valley -
through which we are called to pass; the
.- thorns which will annoy us in‘cur course ; the -
encmies which.are ¢ lying in wait” for uson
the right hand, and on the left, and therefore
‘he will not ““ leave us comfortiess ;”? although
he be absent from us in body he is ¢ present
in spirit” to sympathise in distress, to. cheer
in despondency, to protect. in danger, and to
supply all our wants from *¢ that fuliness of
the Godhead” ' which he possesses. ¢ We
have not an High Priest who cannot be touch-
ed with the feeling of our infirmities, but was
in all points tempted like as. we.are, yet with-
out sin.”” . Let us therefore look to our glori-
ficd and compassionate Redeemer for those
~gifts which he_received upon. his ascension.
We cannot ask too largely; because he isnot
enriched by withholding, neither can he be
impoverished by all:that ke imparts. "How
L
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were the trcasures of his grace opened, and
poured forth for the supply of his apostles and
followers immediately after theheaven received
him. ¢ Great grace was upon them all : The
Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake
with tongucs, and prophesied ;: Out of his ful-
nessthevallreceived grace for grace,’ onecom.

munication ofgraceafteranotherfortheirabun..
dant supply, and remember that the covenant
is yet full and Jesus the Mediator is as ready
to communicate. * Hitherto," he complains,
*¢ hitherto ye have asked nothing in my name,
ask and ve shall reccive that your joy may be
full,” What greater assurances of good will
to us, «vd of concern for our joy, and esta-
blishment could we have desired than he has
ercady afforded ? He has given us his word
and promises as our charter, our written se-
curity for every blessing both temporil and
spiritual : He has revealed a covenant ratified
with his own blood, and annexed seals to it,
thus presenting visible signs, signs which our
eyes may see, our hands may handle, and
our mouths may taste, of blessings spiritual
and everlasting : In the baptismal water he
gives a lively representation, an outward, ob-
vious emblem of the influences of his spirit
which flow freely, and refresh the sonl as
they descend : In the sacramental breadhe ex-
hibits an outward sign or symbol of his own
body which was broken for us, and which,
being thus broken, is the food, and nourish-
ment, and support of his children; In the
wine he gives a visible representation of his
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blood which flowed for our redemption, and
which being applied by faith secures peace to
the conscience, anda * joy unspeakable”’ to
the heart : In addition to all these testimonies
of his love he comes forth on this occasion,
and at the head of his own table affectionate- .
Iy invites to a full participation. ¢ Eat, O
friends, drink, yea drink abundantly, O be-
loved.”

3. We may infer from this doctrine that
our conversation and affections ought to be
in heaven. Whither our beloved. is gone,
and where he resides in our name,. and for our
profit should not our most-ardent desires as-
cend ? Ought we not fervently to follow him
‘““unto the mest holy place” with adoring
thoughts of his love, and with earnest desires
‘to be with him ; to behold him, and enjoy
without interruption the smiles of his counte-
nance ? Is that Jesus in heaven who has re-
deemed us at an infinite .expence, even his
‘own precious blood ; who has broughtus with
an omnipotent arm into the. paths of righte-
ousness, and has hitherto kept. us in these
paths ; who has so often proved our light
in darkness; who has- dispelled so many
doubts ; dxsappomted so many fears and re-
freshed us in the moment of dejectionwith the
joys of his salvation, is this Jesus in hcaven
and shall we remain carnal and earthly ? Can.
we feel more pleasure in the fellowship of our
natural friends, than in the communion of
Him, whose ¢ favor is life and whose loving
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kindness is better than life ?” Can we rejoice
more in our htth, uncer t'un, unsatisfyigg,.
perishable posscwmns, than in that inherit-
ance «bove which the Saviour obtained with
so much travail, and which he now occupics
in our name, * an inheritance incorruptible,
and undcfiled ;” all-satisfying in its nature,
and endless in its duration ? Shall we be more-
cager in pursuing the duties of our temporat
caliing, in attending to our farms, our mer- .
chandise, or other occupations, than ¢ in
pressing towards the muark, for the prize of
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus,” and
preparing for an abundant entrance into his
cverlasting kingdom ? How can we think so
much, and talk so much, and toil so much
about this passing world, and yet feel so re-
gardless about heaven, our cternal home;
where alone perfection cither of holiness, or
bliss is to be expected 2 O how happy be-
yond conception are they who have reached
that region of glory, * w hither the Forerun-
ner is for us entered” ! They are seated upon
thrones ; they hold palms in their hands ; they
wear crowns upon their heads ; their natures
arc perfectly purified ; their capacities incon-
ceivably expanded ; thelr eloquence most e- -
levated'; their vision unclouded ; their plea- ’
sures unceasing, and all S'xtxsfyln(r ; their song
uninterrupted; they see without a vail the love-
ly, loving Jesus *“ who is the brightness of the
Tathei’s g,lo"j,’ and ‘with the smile of his
countenance diffuses a plenitude of Joy thro’
ali the inhabitants of the heavenly cxty. Are
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such their attainments, and yet shall I not
lorf® to be there, to be near my best Friend,
to be like him, to feel his power, and see his
glory ? Am I a stranger on earth, and yet not
desirous to be home ? Am I often enveloped
¢ with clouds, and darkness,”” and yet not
looking out for the dawn of unclouded, ever-
Jasting day ? ¢ The night is far spent ;” come
therefore, ye virgins of light, and let us
‘ gird up the loins of our mind ; let us be so-
ber, and hope to the end for the grace thatis
to be brought unto us at the revelation of Je.
sus Christ.” The heaven has received our
Beloved, but it is'only “ until the restitution
of all things ;" they will soon reveal him to

- our exceeding joy : For as often as ye eat this

bread, which is now to be consecrated as a
memorial of his dying love,and drink this cup,
ye do shew the Lord’s death till he come ?

4. Affection to the souls of carcless hear- - -

ers constrains me to apply this doctrine for
feww moments to them. Theascension of
Son of God" is a fact not more replete v

" triumph to his children than with terror to

enemies. An enthroned Redeemer is
most important friend, but beyond comp:
son the most awful, irresistible adversar,
*“ The Son of man shall hereafter come in his
glory, and all the holy angels with him,”” and
what will be the effect upon an ungodly, im-
penitent world ? ‘¢ And the kings of the earth,
and the great men, and the rich men, and the
chief captains, and the mighty men, and e-
very bondman, and every freeman will hide
L2
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themselves in the dens, and in the rocks of
the mountains ; and say to the mountains, Md
rocks, fall on us and hide us from the face of
him that sitteth on the throne, and from the
wrath of the Lamb : for the great day of his
wrath is come, and whoshall be able to stand?”
The great day of his wrath is come. As the
sessenger of the Lord of hosts I beseech e-
very secure, prayerless, christless individual
¢¢ that hath ears to hear, to hear this’’ message.
THE GREAT DAY OF HIS WRATH
WILL COME. His day of grace has already
come: It has continued long to many of you :
Its ch:.cung light hasshoneclearly around you :
But it will not last always; it may not last
fong « There is a moment coming when your
day of grace must close, und then naught but
ni ght lonely, cheerless, eternal night—The
radiance of the day of grace which is now
‘ ‘,,hining mildly around you will be succeeded
-a fiery stream issuing from the mouth of -
Judge, and the soothmg voice of mercy
:h you have heard again, and again, shall
> place to the thunder of his ire which will
ck your ears, and *‘ rend the caul of your
xts.”  And I warn you beforehand that
.ere is no wrath so insupportable as the
wrath of the Lamb, of aneglected,insulted, in-:
- dignant Saviour. The sentence, depart from
me ye cursed; will appear seven fold more aw-
ful when uttered by him who ¢ came to seek
and to save :” The glocom of the bottomless,
pit will appear seven-fold more gloomy to the
wretched inhabitants from the consideration
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that the door is locked upon them by the ve-
ry ®and which had opened a gate to glory,
and been pressing them to enter in: The
flaines of hell will become seven-fold more in-
tense and intollerable when blown up by One
who had offered to quench them with his own
blood. I have not language to express : I
do believe that the angels of God liave not
language to express the amazemeat, the con-
fusion, the horror which will cleave the dam-
ned multitude when the heavens shall reveal
their Judfre, and * all the people shall see his
glory.” Ye careless hearers, for whom ¢ [
travail as it were m birth again until Chﬂst\
be formed in you;” ye unconcerned young
men and young women ; ye thoughtless boys
“and girls,are these things real? Willthe trump’
of God be blown ? Will thegreat white throne
be erected ? Will the Antient of days de-
send and sit upon it ? ¢ Will the books be o-
pened” in which are written down all the
years you have been spared in life; all the sab-
baths you have enjoyed ; all the sermonsyouf
have heard ; all the instructions and admoni-’
tions, and entreaties, accompanicd sometimes
with tears, which you have had from me his
unworthy servant? ¢ Kiss then the Son lest he
be angry, alxd ye perish from the way, when
his wrati is kindled but a little : Blessed are
all they that put their trust in him.”  Blessed,
thrice blessed are they that do his command-
ments ; that they may have ‘right to the tree’
qf life, and may enter in through t/ze gates in-,
to z‘lze city —AMEN, )
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He ever liveth to make intercession for them.

IN every science there are certain prin-
<ciples on which all the others not only inti-

- mately depend, but are immediately founded.
- The root supports the whole tree ; from it
“all the branches the least, and the most re-

mote derive their nounshment, and verdure,
and even their life. It is the foundation which
gives strength and stability to the whole su.
perstructure ; on it every material in every
part of the building necessarily depends for

_solidity and -support. In our holy religion

also' there is one doctrine which surpasses i
importance all other doctrines ; which con.
stitutes the foundation of this sacred super-
structure ; with which all the other doctrines
are mtlm'ltel) connected,and from which they

“all derive their consistence,and glory, and va.

lue. You have probably gone before me in
remarking that the mediation of God the Son
is this doctrine ; his substitution in the room

of sinners, his satisfaction, and his constant,

and prwaxlmg intercession at the right hand
of the uncreated majesty. This doctrine is
interwoven with every page of the bible. This

fol'med the substance of each communicationy
of the divine -will whether immediate

- God, or by the intervention of either angelg;

‘or men : whether this revclation was “Feceive

ed before the law of Moscs, or during the
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reign of the law, or under the dispensation of
the gospel. Do we behold ¢ the Lord God
walking in the garden in the cool of the day,’”
and addressing our offending parents ; Jesus,
and his sufferings, and the glory that should
follow were the subjects of his conversation.

The seed of the woman, that is, the Son of .

God assuming the nature of man, shall bruise -
the head of the serpent, shall defeat the Prince
of darkness, and demolish his kingdom in
the world. This triumph the Saviour obtain-
ed partly in his life by casting out devils from
the bodies of the possessed, and completely
upon his cross when he “ spoiled principalities,
and powers, and made a shew of them open- "
ly.” Do we see the Jewish High Priest leads
ing the victint to the altar, and with its blood
making atonement for the iniquities of Israel.
In this solemn ceremony we have only a type
of the more illustrious anti-type ; we see Je-
sus as the Lamb of God bearing by imputa-
tion the sins of his chosen, actually suffering
as their substitute, and Sponser, and by ‘¢ the
one offering of himselfperfecting forever them -
that are sanctified.” Do we behold the hi'gh:
Pricst with the blood of the sacrifice, enter-
ing the holiest of all ; standing at the altar of
incense with a censer in his hand, and mak-
ing intercession in their behalf. Tn this sacred
observance we have another type of the infin-
itely more illustrious anti-type. We see Je-
sus as the High Priest of our profession en-
tering, not the most holy place, but heaven ‘:
itself: not with the blood of a mere ammal
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as the sacrifice, but with his own blood, not
on a particular day merely, but forever ;. in-
terceding not only for the little remnant of Is«
rael, the offspring of Abraham, but 'for thé
countless millions of his redeemed. * For,”
as the apostle expresses it, ‘ he is able also to
save them to the uttermost that come unto
God by him, seeing lie ever liveth to make
intercession for them.”

Meditations on the ever-living, ever-lovmg
Jesus, ou his glory, his grace, his sactifice, hie
righteousness, his intercession, are always in
season with a. christiany; begause these consti-
tute the very essence of all his privileges, and
prospects : But they are peculiarly seasonable
on the morning of a_communion- sabbath.—=
Amidst the various fears and aaxieties, from
the recollection of past failures, and the con«
sciousnessof present unworthiness, which per=
plex the soul in the prospeet of a near ap»
proach toJehovah, how reviving is the thought
that we have an advoaatdwcth the Father, Je-
sus Christ the righteous ; who is the propitia~
tion for our sins ; one whe knows our frames ;
who sympathises with us in' every distress of
whatever nature ; who possesses infinite, e«
verlasting merit to expiate our offences, and
wisdom to manage all our concerns i the
* higher sanctuary ; one also- whose interces-
sion 1 our behalf cannot pessibly fail of suc-
cess ' May we all this day experience the
sensible accomplishment of his promise, *¢ be-
- eause I live, ye shall live also: I will pray
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the Father, and he shall give you anether
Comforter even the Holy Ghost.”

Without making any artificial division of
this subject, it is designed to consider the
words as they stand arranged by the- msplred
Preacher.

Our Lord Jesus Christ is reprcsented as
‘living : He ever liveth.

1. He liveth as God: he possesses an es-
sential, underived, mdependent, eternal exist-
ence as the Second Person in the Infinite
Three. This life of the Son as God differs
materially from the life of man, of angel, or
any created order of being, however exalted.

It was derived from no other : it depends on
no other ; it knew no change, and it cannet
possibly have an end. He is therefore called
the King Eternal ; that is, without beginning,
and Jmumortal; that is,not liable to dissolution.
Again, he is represented as ¢ the same yester-
day.” that is, from eternity past; and * to-
day,” that is, through all the revolutions of
time, and ¢ forever,” amidst the ages of eter- /
nity to come, He was as really God, and (
considered in himself as ineffably, mﬁmtely |
- %lonous when he lay a babe in the manger of \

Jethlehem, as when. transﬁgured on mount )

‘Fabor ¢ his countenance shone as the sun, |
and his rayment was white as the light:” He !
was as really God, and infinitely glorious, {
when led into the wilderness to be tempted of |
satan, or when strengthened in the garden by !
an angel, or when “ reviled, spit upon,” and { .
nailed to the tree, as he now is, although ele- ;

. : ",

o
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vated to the throne, and crowned with aH the
honors of the heavenly world.  Shall I illus-
trate this most important, precious truth by a
similitude which has been used ona former
{occasion. The sun is the same body ina
 cloudy day, although vailed in a great measure
/' from our view ; it is aslarge and luminous in
\ itself as in the clear day ; or at midnight,
| when scarcely a solitary ray beams upon our
\thrtcr of the globe, asat midday, when he
{blazes forth in full-orbed majesty and glory.
""Thus our Lord Jesus Christ, considered in his
Godhead, was always the same ; he was from
everlasting to everlasting without any change.
¢ He is over all, God blessed for ever ;”* his
blessedness had no beginning, was subject to
no abatement, and it shall never have an end.
Contemplating the essential glories of Jesus
the royal Preacher exclaims, ¢ Thy thr one,
O God, is for ever, and ever : Thou, Lord, in
the beginning hast laid the foundation of the
earth, and the heavens are the works of thy
hands They shall perish, but thou remain-
est; and they all shall wax old as doeth a gar-
ment—but thou art the same, and thy years
shall not fail.” Be fully persuaded, O. chris-
tian, of the Deity of th) Savnour, and let thy
soul exult in this persuasion. It was his God-
head supporting his manhood “which _gave
worth to his sacrxﬁce, and rendered it a full,
and everlasting expiation for thy sins ; which
gave efficacy to his obedience, and rendered
. 1t a complete, unalienable title to the inheri-
tance of immortality ; and it is this which
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renders every plea which he makes to the Fa-.
ther in thy name infinitely acceptable and suc-
cessful, - He is really and essentially Jehovab,
and every part of his work, from its com-
mencement to its consummation, is perfect as.
%\e perfections of Jehovah could render it —
esting on him by aliving faith, thou stand-

. /est asa rock in the midst of the ocean ; the

\ tempest may howl -around thee ; and the: "

‘waves dash and threaten to overwhelm, ut
thgu shalt remain unmoved, immoveable. -

2. Qur-Lord TeswsChiist foetk as media-
tor for himself. As'Immanuel, God in our
nature, he is now exalted to the hxgheﬁt Pos- -
sible glory with the Father, and receives a-
liberal reward for that work which he accom-
plished in our world. Even while the Saviour

“tabernacled on earth he enjoyed frequent as-
surances of his Father's complacency in him,
and the fullest confidence.of his own future
exaltation in his presence. And his work was
no sooner finished, than the reward was libg-.
rally conferred upon him. ¢ When he adf
by himself purged our sins, he sat down for /
cver on the righthand of the majesty on high.
There he lives enthroned ; ‘he 1s fully posses-
sed of ¢ that glory which he had before the'
world was,” and as Mediator receivesthe high-
est expressions of honor not only from the
Father, but from all thé hosts of heaven. —
‘¢ Because he became obedient unto death, e-
ven the death of the cross, wherefore God al-
so hath highly exalted him, and given him a -

name above every name :” His body wh;ch,i '

~ M
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dhiring its continunance on earth was.sulject ¢
hunger, and thirst, and fatigue, and even to
death itself; which by exquisite, unccasing
aflliction was mearred,and emaciated more than
any man, is now raised to an immortal life ;
-it is completely and eternally freed from all
the frailty, and deformity of its humbled
state, and by in intimate union to his divinity
shines forth with a glory altogether inconcei-
vable : This very body, however infirm or
unsightly it appeared once, without: form, or
comeliness, or beauty now sits # on the right
hand of the majesty on high,” and is the me-
dium through which the effulgence of his di-
vine nature heams around, and irradjates the
whole celestial world. “This is the account
given by an évangelist who received the reve-
lation immediately from God. ¢ And the ci-
ty had no need of the sun, neither of the
moon to shine in it; for the glory of God did
Lighten it, and the Tamb i is the light thereof,
and the nations of them which are saved slnl,l
walk in the light of it :” His human sou]
which was ¢ oppressed and afilicted’® on earth;
which was doomed to almost perpetual grief
while he witnessed the dishonors which were
done to God ; while he contemplated that
wrath towhich men were hurrying on through
the power of unbelief, and was denied those
manifestations of divine love which formed
his chief consolation, that soul now partici-
pates the most full, elevated joy. That assu-
rance of future blessedness which he former-
ly expressed by David his type, is realised to



Aint in a sense'the most exalted. < Thou hast
made known to me the ways of life ; thou
shalt make me full of joy with thy counte-

nance Those intimations of his Father's

love which werce withheld from him occasion-
ally on earth; and peculiarly daring the time
of his agony upon the cross, are.now enjoyed

\
|
/

without interruption, and without measure ; ./

It is a source of the highest consolation to
him that the sacrifice which He offered, and
that righteousness which he introduced with
so much sorrow and toil to himself;are accept-
ed as a full reparation: for all the injuries done
to the law by the transgression of man: He
feels ineffable delight in seeing all the divine
perfections shining with such lustre through
the accomplishment of his undertaking ; in
seeing the joy of angels promoted by the
brighter discovery ef the wisdom, and grace,
and sovereignty of Jehovah ; and especially
he feels unspeakable joy, in reflecting that
through his finished salvation millions of the
human family are, and millions more shall be
raised from the lowest degradation in hell, to
mansions of felicity and glory in hcaven. We
trust that the exalted Saviouris * rejoicing
in spirit’”” this howr while he beholds the
« pleasure of the Lord prospering in his hand”
in this assembly ; in witnessing some dear
member refreshed with the assurance of their -
Father's love, and exulting in the hope of his
glorv ; in hearing some precious youth ask-
tug in sincerity of heart, * what have Ito do

s

i

~ any more with' idols, with those sinful lusts .

)
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by which I have been too long ensnared, or,
those empty, delusive  pleasures to which I
was formerly devoted ; I will hereafter be for
the Lord, and not for ahother; the love of a
loving, blecdmb, dying Saviour censtrains.
me ; I am resolved from this moment thro’~
eut eternity to be his, only his »

Such is the nature of that /fz which Mes-
siah now enjoys as Mcdiator for himself —
_ Heis exalted ¢ far above all principality, and

power, and might, and dominion, and every
name that is named, not only in this world,
but also in that which is to come.” He sus-
tains the dignified title, ¢ Lord of hosts™ or of
armies,intimating that.every species of being,
rational or irrational, is included in his em-
pire, and subject to his controul : He is de-
nominated “ -King of kings, and Lord oF
Jords,” to instruct us that -thase who ryle as
kings or lords over others, are themselves sub- -
I ordinate to ‘Him as thcir Sovereign. How
changed since heappeared’in the form of @
servant, and. was ‘vilified as the Nazarene, a
friend of publicans and sinners 2 'The man.of
sorrows is now full of joy, and has exchang-
ed the loathsome manger for the right hand of
the throne of God, and is there dwelling in
lightinaccessable: The hand which was trans-
fixed with the nails, and fastened to the ac+.
cursed tree, now holds the sceptre of univer-
sal dominion, and the head which was once -
mangled and tortured with the thorns, is now
adomed with a crown of righteousness and
glory ~That face ‘which was smitten Wlth a
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*regd, and marred more than 'my man, shines ;

as the sun, and cheers all heaven with its lus- -
tres : Instead of the mockery of ¢ Herod
with his men of war who set him at naught;” -
" and the assaults of the infuriated mob who
cried out the ‘‘ more vehemently, erucify him, -
cruc1fy him,” he how receives, and will to all °

cternity be receiving the acclamation of ten

thousand, thousand saints, and ten thousand, -

thousanda ls., ‘e Blessedhehethat cameinthe "

nam,eoﬂ the Lord ; peace in heaven, and glory
in the:}pghest. Every crown of every wor-
shipper around the throne is laid at his feet ;

every knee voluntarily bows in submission -
before him ; every bosom is transported with !

emotions. of wonder, and gratitude, and j joy,

and every tongue of all the heavenly choir is -

loud in the confession ¢‘ that Jesus Christ is
Liord to the glory of God the Father.” Bles-

sed Saviour, thou art worthy to-receive all

these ascriptions- of * pewer, and riches, and

wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory,”

from them and from us, because ¢ thou wast
slain, and hast redeemed us-to God by thy
blood ’” :

3. The Lord Jesus Christ bvetlz in heaven
23 Mediator for his church, net only in the na-
ture of his children, but in their name,and for
their immediate profit. * The glory which
thou gavest me, I have given them.” 'Those
mediatorial honors which he received from the
Father upon entering the holy place ife dispen-

sed among the celestial throng, consumma- .

ting their glory,and happmess, as the sun dif-
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fuses his rays enlightening and gladdening the
whole system. - He adorns them with white
robesas an emblem of their purity ; puts -
palms into their hands, as a re’presentatiou of
their victory over all opposition “by the blood
of the Lamb, and by the word of their testi-
mony ;" he raises them to the same throne to
which he is raised, -and so far as their limited
- capacities are enlurged to receive, he makes
them partakers of the same joys with himself.
Although I would not -assert that the benefit
of his chosen was the only object designed by
our Saviour in returning to his Father, yet
without doubt, it was a principal objeet.
This truth so mtxmately connected with our
prlvlleges now, and our hopes for eternity,
is frequently taught in the otacles of . God.
¢ Whither, says the apostle -speaking of ‘the
upper sanctuary, whither thgjoml:uuncw
(for us entered ;"' Agam he declares in the same
epistle, “ForChrist is not entered inte the ho-
ly places made with hands, which are the fi-
gures of the truc, but into heaven itself, now
to appear in the presence of God for us.” ,Bes
liever, however imperfect,  or poor, or despl-
sed, or disconsolate thou art, Jesus has carri-
ed into the highest heavens thv ‘véry nature
mdxssolv'lbly united tohasDeltv, and thy name
'which is perhaps rarely mentioned by man, or
mentioned only with contempt he bears upon
his breast-plate as the high priest of our pro-
\ fession ; this he holds forth to the acceptance
\of the Eternal Father, and all thy concerns
“the most minute and the most important he
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carefully manages. Jesus thy Lord ascended
on high, and took his seat upon the throne
not in a private, but in a public capacity ; he
entered the everlasting kingdom in the name
and as the representative of all his followers,
and his entrance was a pledgeof their entrance.
T'his most interesting truth was clearly asserted
by aurReedemer to Mary immediately afterhis
resurrection, ‘“go to my brethren and say unto
them, I ascend to my Father and your Fath.
~er ;. and to my God and your God:’ He af-
fectionately recognises them as his brethren,
, partakers of the same nature, and heirs of the
same kingdom in common with himself; he
also instructs them that he was. going to take
his residence with Jehovah not in the relation
of a Father, and Geod to himself only, but al-
so in the tender relation of a Father and God
tothem. ‘ Let not your heart be troubled—
In.my Father's house .are many mansions—I
go to prepare a place for you. . And if I go,
~and prepare a place for you I will come again
and receive you unto myself : that where I
am there ye may be alsg.” The Son of God
thus /ives inheaven as Mediatorfor the advan-
tage of his chosen : He .is the Head over all
things to the church which ig his body ; he
manages all the concerns of the whole society
of the redeemed, whether collectively or in.
dividually considered; and in the most happy
‘moment will secure their introduction, that
they may behold that glory which he posses-
ses for them. o _
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Jesus the infinite Suretv is repxesentcd as
-ever hiving. )
1. This cxpresses that ardent, unceasing
concern which he entertains for the interests
of his people. His eyes are ever open to watch
them by night, and by day : his heart is most
intensely engaged for promoting their welfare,
and in making all occurrences ¢ work together
for their good and yield to them the peaceable
fruits of righteousness.” We may_readily
acknowledge that we are shamefully unmind-
ful of him, and *ndxﬂ'ercnt about the advance-
ment of his glor » in the earth i~ 8o 6ccupied
are we in the little pursuits, and so eager for
the penshmg honers of this world, that Jesus,
and the interests of his' kingdom are rarely in;
our thoughts : We suffer hours, ‘and even
days to pass away wihout an aﬁ'ecuonate,
“melting contemplation of his grace, his pro-
mises, his covenant, and his great salvatien =
We are not zealous for the prosperity of his
cause ; we do not love bim ; wedo not think
of him ; we do net speak of him, and for him:
as we ough*t But neither all this ingratitude:
on our part; nor all this inattention to his in-
~ terests, ever cools the ardor of his love to us,.
or relaxes for a momenthis attention to our in-.
terests. Nay, so tender are the compassions
of the exalted advocate to his peeple ; so un-
remitted is his attention te all their concerns
that he appears both astonished and grieved
when they indulge a jealous thought respect-
ing him. “ Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and
speakest, Q Israel, my way is hxd from the
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Lord, and my judgment is passed over from:
my God. Hast thou not known ? Hast thou
not heard that the everlasting God ; the Lord,
the Creator of the ends of the earth ﬁunteth
not, neither is weary ! Can a woman forget'
her sucking child ; that she should not have
compassion on the son of her womb ; yea, '
they may forget ; yet will I not forget thee :
Behold I have gmven‘thee on the palms of my '
hands, and thy walls are continually beforc
me.” * In all their aflictions he is afflicted:*”
Every cry for bis aid which they offer up by
night,or by day enters-his .cars, and.shall be
heard in due time : Every accusation thatis
brought against them he instantly repels by
presenting that sacrifice, that divinely perfect
sacrifice which he offered up in their. room,
and when on any occasion they are assailed ei-
ther from earthor hell, he rises fromhis throne,
and reaches forth his omnipetent arm for their
defence, and support : Thus Jesus their ad-
vocate ever liveth in the highest heavens to
make jntercession for them. ; .he never ceases
to watch over them, to s mpathlse thh them,
to pray for them, to protect them in all dan-
ger, until they are brought triumphantly to
those regions, where there ,shau be ‘“nqmare
curse, neither sorrow nor crying.” ~ When
Peter was assailed by a peculiarly strong
temptation Jesus ‘“ prayed for him that his.
faith might not fail :” When Stephen was
called to resist even unto blood in the defence
of the gospel, the heavens were opened, and
the Son of man appeared standmg on the right
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hand of God. This exhibition of 6iir Lord
is very instructive, and €xpressés in a most
interesting manner his compassionfor his chil-
dren in the hour of distress, and his solicitudé
for an honorable issue. - He is erdinarily re-
presented as si¢ting upon his throne, or sitting
on the right hand of God, but in this instance
he appears standing : Hns servant is now en-
tering the fiery conflict'; he encounters the
rage of men, mfariated and’ urged on by the
powers of hell, the Redeemer is therefore anx-
ious for the event ; hé rises from his seat it¥
glory ; he imparts a ni¢asure of strength pro-
portioned to the trial ; he inspires his fuffer-
ing servant with a confidence not fo be sha-
ken, and brings hxm off * more than ‘a con-
queror.””

His ever living to maké nmcréessxon ex~
presses,

2. The perpetuity, of his continuance i
that eapacity: The appearance of the Son of
God as our advocate in the court of heaven i
not confined to the presént dispensation of his
mediatorial kingdom, but will last through-
! out eternity to come. - At the consummation

- of this world Messiah will deliver up the king'-
dom to God, even the Father ; he will present
his spiritual offspring as all righteous, freely .
pardoned, and perfectly purified ; he will ex-
hibit the mediatorial scheme as a‘ccompﬁshed
i the full salvation eof all the eleetion of
%race' s and alsoin the utter subversion of the

rince of darkuness, and his dominion ; he wilk
disclose the intricate, misterious parts of his
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procedure not merely ; to the satisfaction, but
the admiration. of every on-looker ;. he will
) shew that all occurrences which related to the
‘ghurch in gencral, and to the particular be-
liever, however adverse-they appear at pre.
sent, were ordered in infinite wisdom as to the
time and manner. But this surrender of the
kingdom on the part of Messiah relates only:
to its present form that he may afterwards as.
sume it in:a maniner more glorxous, and un-
changing. His kingdom is therefore calied
an everlasting kingdom, and heaven is ‘particu,
larly distinguished as the cverlasting kingdom
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ; a king-
dom which he purchased by the sacnﬁce of
his cross, for which he sanctifies, and pre--
pares hissubjects by theinfluencesof hisgrace,

and which in his capacity as Mediator he will .

administer forever. The peculiar manner in,

whieh he will .cxercise his- office as advocate

in the perfects,on of the heavenly state we can- -

not comprehend at present ; ‘He will no lon-
ger intercede; - ““ Father, forgive them,” for
his children will then be -all rightecous.” He

will no longer. supplicate, ** sanctify them -

through thy truth,” for the.wail of ordinan- .
.ces will be then removed, and they will all.

appear “ faultless. before ‘the presence of his -

glory with-exceeding joy :”’ He will no lon-
ger pray, ‘ keep them from the evil” of the
world, because they will be raised eternally
bevond thereach of temptation, or annoyance:
He will not then demand as now, *¢ I will that
_those also whom thou hast given me may be
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* withme where I am,” for their joys awill be
perfect in the full vision, and fruition of God,

the Father: Yet even in the heavenly state |

the Son as Immanuel in his official character
will be forever demanding a continuation of
this felicity, and will thus remain a bond of
union, and mediwin of communion between
Jehovah, and the redcemed. ** He is made,
or constituted an high.Priest forever.” ¢ He
shall sit, and rule uponhis throne, and shall be
a Priest upon his throne :*¢ He will not be a
Priest to make atonement, because he finish-
ed transgression, made an end of sin, made
reconcilliation for iniquity, and brought in-
everlasting- righteousness by his decease at
Jerusalem, but he will remain a Priest to in-
tercede, and thereby secure their perpetuity in-
glory.- ' He also appears as ‘‘ a Lamb that had
been stain,” and why should he retain forever
the marks of the cross unless these were to be-
exhibited as the procuring cause of the glory
of his people ? :
He ever liveth to make intercession for
them. e : '
Various conjectures have been-formed with
respect to the particular manner in which our
Lord carries on his work, as our Advocate, -
Some have supposed that he speaks with a re--
al voice, and thus expresses his  desire that'
such and such blessings may be communica--

ted. It is-the opinion of nthers that he mere- .

ly presents the merit:of his sacrifice holding
forth to the viéw of his righteous Father the
marks of his crucifizion, and demanding on-
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this account such mercies as the various cir-
cumstances of his children require. But the
-precise mode in which our precious Lord ex-
ecutes his office as intercessor is not revealed
in the scriptures, and therefore it is unbecom-
ing and unprofitable for us presumptuously to
enquire. Here we must be contented with |
‘¢ seeing darkly as through a glass:”” Many
things relative to the state of glory will remain
involved in mystery while we continue upon
earth. We must put off this corruptible part
and enter within the vail ¢ before we shall
know, even asalso we are known.” Yet all
that is requisite for producinga solid, unsha-
ken faith is clearly unfolded in the sacred ora-
cles: Enough also of celestial glory beams
through the medium of divine revelation to .
enliven our zeal, toenflame our love, to ele-
vate our hopes, and inspire us witll anxious de-
sires to depart that we maysee without a veil.

Three things, however, with respect to
the intercession of this ¢ Priest upon his
throne” may with safety be asserted.

1. That he intercedes in our own nature.
This appears equally proper on his own ac-
‘count, and zlso for the greater happiness and
glory of his people. With respect to the Son
of God himself it appears expedient that the
same nature which had borne the cross on
> earth should wear the crown in heaven ; that
the same manhood which had stooped to hu-.
miliation and suffering in erder to procure
the blessing should afterwards have the honor
.of demanding, and dispensingthese blessings;

N
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that the self same natare of man which
ke had assumed, which had long been the
subject of toil, and gricf, and of a death the
most paiaful, and reproachful should partici-
pate the happiness and glory of admiuistering
that kingdom which he had the labor and ex.
pence of establishing. It seems no less ex:
pedient that this intercession be made in the
human naturc with respect to them whom
he representedin the covenant. It will no
doubt forever excite their gratitude to be-
hold the SON, who was very God, the Fa,
ther’sequal, and Fellow, condescending to put
on their nature, and appear in tbe likeness of
sinful flesh;?” it must ferever excite theie

- wonder to contemplate that pre-eminence of*

glory to which their nature is exalted by its
union to the Infinite Son : to see it ¢xalted to
the right hand of the Eternal Majesty, and
the mirror by which the effulgence of the
Godhead is reflected through all the heaven-
1y world ; it must forcver enhance in their
esteem all the blessings of salvation to receive
‘them from the hands ofthat leving, conde-
scending Jesus who had been slain for their
redemption. . This doctrine which appears.so

-important is undeniably established by divinc

\

revelatian, The samebody of our Lord which
was crucified afterwards arose, and even with
every mark of its crucifixion, We find him'
on one occasion, as a mean of confirming the
faith of his apostles, shewing them both in his
hands and in his side the wounds which he
had formerly received. We hear him at ano-

. B S
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ther interview affectionately addressing them
*“ handle me and see,” examine to your
full satisfaction not only for your own sup-
port in every storm of persécution which may
await you, but for the confirmation of the
faith of my followers in everyage, ¢ for a spi-
rit hath- not flesh, and bones as ye scc me
have ”  And that very body- in wlich our
Saviour conversed with his disciples ascend-
ed in their view towards the highest heavens
until a cloud received it ‘out ot their sight,

and now united to his divinity appears in the
presence of God forus. Stephen, when ad-
mitted to a vision of the celestial world, ‘“saw
the Son of Man, Messiah in the very nature
of man, standing on the right hand of God ;

and John declares, ¢ I beheld, and, lo, in
the midst of the throne, and of the four liv-
ing creatures, and of the elders stood a lamb
as it had been slain.” From this and other
passages it is obvious that the Adorable Son
not only appears in the body in which he suf-
fered, but with the very marks of these suf-
ferings. 1have enlarged on this truth for the
inore abundant consolation of the heirs of
promise. Amidst the diversified trials of the
present state : that toil which we often feel
in the labors oflife, and even in the discharge
of reiigious duty, or those exquisite pams
with which the body is frequently afllicted,

or the scorn which we cxperience from an un-
godly world, or the encreasing infirmities of
age, how reviving in either, or all these trials
‘is the ccnsxderauon that our nature in the

e et
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Pcrson of Emanuel is now residing in the
heaven of heavens; that it appears there as
our Representative, and’ Forerunner, and that
where the Head is exalted all the living mem-
bers shall be collected. ¢ He hath raised us
up together, and made us sit together in hea-
venly places in €hrist Jesus.  That in the a-
ges to come he might shew the exceeding
riches of his grace in his kindness toward us:
through Christ Jesys.”

2. Asthe Son intercedes in our nature, all
his pleas are founded on that sactifice whicl
he offered, and that satisfaction for transgres-
sion which he made upon earth He now ap-
pears, and prevails as an advocate, because-
he was formetly made a sin-qffering for s, and
obtained eternal redemption. ¢ Without
shedding of bloed there is no remission,” and
this. hxgh Priest of our profession déemands no

* remission of sin for his people ; no mortifica-

tion of lust; no progress m sanctification ;
no blessing enher of grace, or glory only in
virtue of that infinitely perfect righteousness:
which he finished upon the cross. This trath
evidently appears from the histery of the Jew-
ish high Priest, his type, under the former
dxspenf,anou ¢ Then shall he kill the goat
of the sin-offering that is for the people, and
shall bring the blood within the vail, and
sprinkle it upon the mercy-seat, and before
the mercy-seat.” Again, but into the se-
cond service went the hn:gh Priest alone once
every year, not without blood which he offer-
cdforhis own sins, and the sins of the people.””
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Contrasting Jesus the Son of God our high
Priest with those of the order of Aaron, and
shewing the excellence of the former beyond
the latter the apostle declares, ““ Neither by
the blood of goats, or calves, but by his own
blood he entered in once into the holy place
having obtained eternal redemption for us.”
Lvery accusation that he now answers as our
representative ; every indictment that he
quashes ; every benefit that he demands in
our behalf he presents to the uncreated Ma-
jesty his own obedience, and sacrifice as the
procuring cause. He sprinkles with his own
blood the throne of justice, and thus secures -
peaceand reconciliation with a righteous God,
and as the counterpart of this produces in the
consciences of his children ¢ a peace which
passeth all understanding :” He argues that
every charge which cannowbe offéred against
.them was formerly brought against him their
“sponsor, and”cannot therefore be with pro-
priety renewed : That as a double payment,-
cannot in justice be required of the samedebt,
nor a double satisfaction for the same of-
fence, thereforethere can be no condemnation
to any whom he represented in the covenant.
Sisters and brethren in Jesus Christ, whata
living fountain of consolation is this, ¢ that
we have an advocate with the Father,” and
~ that every plea which he makes is founded
.on an argument infinitely relevant at the court
of heaven ? ¢ Seeing therefore we have a
great high Priest that is passed into the hea-
vens, Jesus the Son of God,” who shall suc-
' N2
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cessfully lay any thing to our charge ? Every
curse which we had incurred was inflicted up-
on him the Surety interposing in our room,
and every act of obedience which could be re-
quircd of us, he performed in his life, and
with this atonement he has entered the holy
place there to appear in the presence of God
for us.

3. The intercession of our Lord Jesus

Chirist is always prevalent, Itis of litde mo-

ment to us in what manner he executes his
office as advocate, whether by expressing his
will in real words, or by holding forth the
marks of his former sufferings. This is our
confidence, and consolation that he is ever
successful. Even in his state of humiliation
the divine Redeemer could appeal with full
assurance, ‘ Father, I thank thee that thou
hast heard me, and [ knew that thou hearest
me always.” How much rather will he be .
heard when he has finished the work which
was given him to do, and has attained the
perfection of his glorified state ? 'The most
faithful and s&ilful Advoeate that ever appear-:
ed at a human bar, may passibly fail . of
success. Although the cause of his client
is just ; the evidence clear, and satisfactory,
and his expectation most sanguine, he may
be, and often is disappointed in the issue.
Not so with him who interposes in our be-
half at the right hand of Jehovah. No cause
however obscure, or complicated, or seeming-
ly desperate in which he undertakes can pos-
sibly be lost. No sinner of the human fam-

~
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ily however discouraging his situation inpoint
“of former guilt, or present unworthiness who
commits to this Advocate the management of
his concerns ever was, or ever shall be disap-
pointed in the end. No argument which he
offers to the Eternal Father was ever repel-
led as irrelevant.  'While Moses ¢ lifted up
his hand, Israel prevailed,” and much rather
“while Jesus the illustrious antitype holds up
his hand, while he raises up his voice in be-
half of his children he shall prevail, and they
through him shall be heard.  After the apos-
tle had contemplated the dignity of Messiah’s
Person, and pronouncedhim greaterthan Mel-
chisedec, and more glorious than the angels ;
after he had contemplated the infinite, ever-
lasting merit of his sacrifice that ¢ by this
one offering he has perfected for ever them
that are sanctified,” he draws this importane,
consoling conclusion, ** Wherefore he is able

 also to save them to the uttermost that come
unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to
make intercession for them.” Let us pause
a moment, and for the encouragement of any
doubtmg, disconsolate communicant reflect
on this animating assurance. ‘‘ He is able to
csave to the uttermost,” in any conceivable
emergence, in any possible extremity those
‘who humbly rely on his fulness, and faith.
. fulness, and mercy. Some christian present
is probably disposed to consider his own si-
tuation as altogether singular. ¢ There is a
mystery of deceit, of enmity, of unbelief in
- my heart,” he may be saying, * which was

. ,
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never felt in the heart of any other : ['am af-
flicted with temptations more abominable,and
blasphemous than were ever experienced by a
mortal ; I am tossed with wave after wave,
and must be overwhelmed ; and all my other
afflictions are aggravated by this that my Lord
hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten
me. 1 am afraid that Jus mercy is clean gone
forever, and that' /Ais promise with respect to
me doth fuil for éevermore  No language can
express the thousandih part of my perplexity,
and anguish,”  All this may be true, des.
,pondent Leliever, and yet thy condition is by
no means desperate, nor cven discouraging,
because Jesus thine Advocate saves to the
uttermost them that come unto God by him.
He is infinitely wise to see through all the
peculiarities of thy case ; he is infinitely com.
passionate to sympathise in ali thy distresses ;
he is infinitely powerful to support thee ine-
very discouragement either inward, or out-
ward, and infinitely meritorious to prevail
with the Father in thy behalf. However un-
worthy thou art, worthy, divinely worthy is
the Lamb that was slain for whom thou shoul-
dest be supported, and comforted. ** How
much more shall the blood of Christ, who
through the Lternal Spirit offered hlmself
vuthout spot to God, purge your conscience
from dead works,” from every fear of wrath
on account of transgression, and with this
very blood Jesus has gone to the most holy
place to intercede in thy name. Let not there-
fore thine heart be troubled, but honor thine
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Advocate by leaving thy case with all its per-
plexities to lis wise, and merciful manage- -

ment. He knows by experience the bitter-
ness of walking in darkness, and therefore
most tenderly feels for thee in the hour of
spiritual desertion. © He knows by experience
the fury of the great Adversary, the terrors
of the roaring lyon, and will not leave thee to
his rage. "This high Priest of our profession
is not only faithful, but merciful, and * m
that he himself suffered being tempted he is
able to succour them that are tempted.”’
With what tenderness does he declare, I will
not leave you comfortless ; I will see you a.
gain, and your heart shall rejoice, and your

joy no man taketh from you.”

This doctrine thus illustrated,
_ 1. Affords a very animating view of the Re-
deemer’s love to his children ; of his constant,
ardent concern for their salvation. Their re-

demption from the curse, and all its conse-"

quences, occupied his thoughts from eternity

past, Ages before the world was created, or
his chosen were called into being, he looked
forward with compassion at their misery, and

exulted in the prospect of restoring them.,—

“He rejoiced in the habitable parts of theearth,
and his delights were with the sons of men.””
How fervent was his zeal, and how unwearied
his labors in promoting their interests, while

he tabernacled in our world. He was eyes to -

" the blind, and feet to the lame. 'While he him-

self submitted to hunger, he miraculously sup-

plied the wants of others : While he was be-
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yond comparison a ¢ man of sorrows,” he
tenderly sympathised with others in their af-
fliction, and dricd up the-tears of the mourner.
"This life of suffering to himself, and of kind- -
ness to others, he concluded by ¢ giving his
life a ransom” for our iniquities. But even
here the love of God our Saviour toward man
did not cease. Having loved them without
beginning, he loves them without abatement,
or end. Neither the treachery of one disciple
in betraying him, nor of the other disciples in
deserting him in that hour when chiefly he re-
quired their sympathy, nor all the igngminy,
nor agony of the cross did not chill the ardor
of his zeal in the advancement of their inter-
ests. Neither is. his attention diverted from
them a single moment by all the glories of the
throne, or the acclamations of those exalted
orders of being, who there approach and adore
him. Men, when suddenly elevated to high -
stations, often forget or despise their former
associates. Being exalted above them, and
rendered mdependent of them, they become
regardless of their interests, and even disown
any former acquaintance. But different is the
conduct of the ever-loving, and faithful advo-
catc. He does not exceedusmore in the eleva.
tion of his station, than in the depth of his con-
descension, and the ardor and immensity of
hislove. Although the Father has placedhim
onhis righthand, and ¢ thrones,anddominions,
and principalities,” as ministers of state, con-.
stantly attend him, yet he is not ashamed to

call you by the ende’xrmg {qppellatxon of “bre-
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thren, and sisters : He looks through all the
shining orders of angels, and beholds with a
piteous eye his aflicted; dejected members
upon earth, Could you draw aside the vail,
and penetrate for a moment into the holy of -
holies, you might there see the Dear Redeem-
er standing forth your Representative ; cloa-
thed with your nature in a state of inconcejva-
ble glory ; bearing your names upon his breast
plate ; managing all your concerns with un-.
erring skill, and anwearied attention ; asking
for you remission amidst all your failures,
support beneath the pressure of every cross,
peace of mind amidst all your disquictudes,
and victory over every adversary ; preparing
for you mansions of glory, and pleading that
in your Father’s good time you may be fitted
" for‘those mansions, and exalted actually to
~ possess them, ) L
2. This doctrine may inspire us with a be-
coming confidence this day in approaching the
table of our Lord. Itisan old proverb which
although familiar, I will take the liberty of re-
peating, ¢ They need not be afraid who have
a friend at court,” and while Jesus is our ad-
vocate with Jehovah, we may draw near this
sacred communion in the full assurance of be- -
ing accepted. *¢ He has made peace by the
‘blood of his cross,” and with this blood has
entered the ¢ Holy of holics,’” there to appear
in the presence of God for us. “Seeing then,”
‘beloved brethren, ¢that we have a great high
Priest that is passedintothe heavens,Jesus the
Sonof God,let usholdfast ourprofession.” The
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greater confidence that we exercise in dischar-
ging the duties of religion through faith in the.
mediation of our ascended Lord, the more ac-
ceptable and glorifying such services are, be-
cause we thus express more elevated thoughts
of his atonement and intercession. Does a
conviction of guilt agitate and discourage ?
Upon an impartial review of days, and months
that are past, do we recollect numerous and
shameful failures ; vows that were deliberate.
ly made, and yet repeatedly broken; precious
time misimproved; opportunities of promo-
ting our own edification, or the edification of
others neglected ? Does this- recollection of
former imperfections rise up as an insurmoun-
table barrier between thee, and the table of
thy Lord ? Remember for thine encourage-
ament that thou hast ¢ an advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous : and he
is the propitiation for thy sins.,” By a con-
stant exhibition of his divinely meritorious
blood before the throne, he answers every
charge that is urged against thee, and then is-
sues out a new pardon in thy behalf. Let
every intended communicant raising their
thoughts to the High Priest of our profession,
repeat that challenge of triumph, who is Ae
that condemneth 2 “ Who shall stagger my
confidence in obeying the command of my
dear Saviour,- or receiving that provision
which his bounty is offering ? Resting all my
hopes for pardon and peace on that plenteous
redemption which is in his blood, 1 will freely
go unto the altar of God, unto God my ex-
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cecding joy ; there my soul shall be satisfied -
as with marrow and fatness.” Is another dis-
couraged from approaching through the pre-
valence of strong corruptions ? "Dost thou
find a law in thy members warring against the
law of thy mind,” andthe more anxious that
thou art to attain a suitable frame in the so--
jcmnities of religion, does thy heart appear
the more unmanageable, and prone to depart
from the living God ? "All this deceitfulness,”
this desperate wickedness of which thou art
complaining, only furnishes a new errand to
‘the ever-living, ever. prevmlmg advocate, andl
it affords him a new opportunity of brmgmg
glory to himself by causing thee to ¢ abound!
in hope by the power of the Holy Ghost.”—
Sanctify them through thy trutf is his petition
before the throne, and he is not only a Priest
to demand this blessmg, but a King, and
therefore mighty to dispense it; to mortity
each rising corruption; to subduc every ad-
versary, to improve and perfect every grace,
and to ¢ present thee faultiess before the pre-
sence of his glory with exceeding joy.” He
loved thee insignificant, undescrving, deba-
sed as thou art in thine own estimation, and
¢ gave himself for thee that he might sancti-
fy and cleanse thee with the washmg of water
by the word,” and it is his constant solicitude’
at the court above, that this with every other
benefit of his purchase may be actually ad-
ministered. Sooner therefore shall hcaven
and ecarth pass away than a single mercy
which he procured upon his cross, Cand now
o
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demands upon his throne, fail of its applica,
tion. And the more frail that thou art in thy.
self, the more languid secmingly thy love, the
more wanton and wandering thy heart the
deeper will be thy debt, and the louder thy
song for ever to that Jesus who redeems, and
sanctifies, and saves. ‘¢ O thou of little faith,
wherefore shouldest thon doubt 2” Isnot ¢ the
blood of the LamDb” meritorious ¢ to cleanse
thee from all sin 2”* Is not his righteousnesg
an ¢ everlasting rightcousness,’” and therefore
sufiicient to cover all thy deformity, and is not
his appearance with the Father an infallible
cecurity for the communication ¢ of grace to
Lielp in the time of need ?” Although you may
lock with shame upen ywour * idle schemes;
vour airy Hopes ; vour groundless fears ; your
cpportunities lost ; admonitions slighted ;
Llessings neglected 5 trifles admired, with in-
numerable other infirmities,” yet amidst all

~that humijiation, and sorrow which arises
rom this view, behold this great Iligh Priest
who is over the house of Ged, and then draw
near with true hearts ; hearts awed by his au--
thority, constrained by his love, resting on
bis promises, and r¢joicing in the hope of his

lory ;- draw near to this feast of love by the
blood of Jesus, by that new and living way
which he hath consecrated for us : How should
the heirs of promise triumph in the offices of
their redecming Jehovah, and how cheerfully
sholild they obey every command with a con-
fidence on the sufficiency of his covenant, and
liis jnlinite readiness to impart ? Reccive this
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day in the ordinance of the supper anothér

pledge of his love, and another earrest of his

final appearing. Yes, believing communi.

cants, he who now lives to make intercession

for you in heaven, will shortly come and trans.

Iate you to Jive with Iim.  Who knows bat

the Forerunner within the vail is saying on

this occasion of some disconsolate guest, “ I

will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the:
vine, until that day when I drinkit new with
you in my Father's kingdom ?” What heart

does not bound with joy at the reviving pros-

pect 2 Who would not unite in the ardent,

elevated expostulation of the spouse, ¢ untit

the day break, and the shadows flee away,
turn, my beloved ; and be thou like a roe, or
a young hart, upon the mountains of Bether,

Awmen; even so come, Lord Jesus.”

—y i e
SERMON V1.

2 PIMOTHY 1V, 8.
All them also that love his appearing.

PAUL, the inspired author of this e-
pistle, occupied a station peculiarly exalted
among the followers of the Lamb. He was
possessed of natural powers surpassing those
of his fellow apostles, he had received a more
than ordinary measure of the Divine Spirit in
his illuminating and sanctifying influences,
and all these endowments both natural and
gracioys were eminently devoted to the ad-
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vancement of his master’s kingdom. None
who are acquainted with the history of his mi-
nistry, of his travels, of his watchings, of
his fastings, of his perils whether by sea or
land, will charge him with the least ostenta-
tion, or arrogance when he asserts, I la-
bored more abundantly than they all : T have
whereof Imight glory in Jesus Christ in things -
pertaining to God : I endure all things for
the clect’s sake that they may alse obtain the
salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eter-
nal glory.” The christian of common sta-
ture in the divine life is thcrefore sometimes
tempted to say, ‘‘the assurance of future sal-
vation might be expected by a Paul: one
who had done so much, and endured so much
in the cause of his master: one who had
walked so intimately with his God, and re-
ccived so many and tender expressions of his
love : No wonder that he could exult in the
prospect of his dissolution, I am now ready
to be offered : I have fought a good fight ; 1
have kept the faith : Henceforth there is laid
up for me a crown of riglteousness which the
Lord, the righteous Judge,shall give me at that
day - 'This language of confidence and joy is
becoming the lips of the chiefest apostle, but
it would be the most inexcusable presumption
in me: So inferior are my attainments, and
sounprofitable has been my life that I may
justly be considered the /least of all, and the
servant of all: IfT cver should be honored
with a station at the right hand of the Judge,
it must bé the most reniote ; If I ever am in-
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vited to inherit the kingdom prepared for the
righteous, I must be the last to enter; If I
_ever do occupy a mansion in the region of
glory, it must be the most obscure in all the
heavenly palace ; I can only expect to stand
afar off and hear the hosannas, and witness
the happiness, and glory of the rest.” Chris-
tian, amidst those reflections listen to the de-
claration of the Apostle,  not for me only
1s this crown laid up, and these glories reser-
ved, but for all them also that love his ap-
pearing.” None who improve bya living faith
theinfinite Jesus,and his everlastingrighteous-
ness can possibly perish, nor shall one of them
fuil of that kingdom which was prepared of
the Father.” The lowest, the weakest mem-
ber in his family will be as infallibly saved
as an Enoch, or an Abraham, or a Paul.
"The title of any to the inheritance of heaven
does not depentl on what they may do or suf-
fer, but what was done or svffered by Jesus.
Jehovah their Substitute. Their security for
the kingdom is not founded on the degree of
their graces, or the lively exercise of these
graces, but on the reality of their grace.
Where faith is implanted in the heart, altho’
it be imperceptible as * a grain of mustard-
sced,” it shall be preserved, and improved,
and crowned with ¢ternal life in the end.
There may be different grades in glory here.
after, as there are different degrees in grace
here, yet all who are justified shall be glori-:
Jied.  Every vessel that was chosen from cter-
‘pity, and sapctified in time shall be placed
. o 2 . .
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near to that river which proceeds ot of ihe
throne of the Lamb, and from its living, ever-
flowing waters be filled through eternity - to
ccme. Euch heir of salvation ‘¢ shall be
perfectly blessed in the full enjoyment of God
forever.” A crown of righteousness is laid
up for all them also that love his appearmg.
Different manifestations of the Son are spo-
len of in the 'sacred volume. He appeared
in the fulness of time when, agreeably to an-
tient prophecy and promise, he assumed the
nature of man, and began to suffer as g ren-
som for the sins of many. 'The apostle thus
declares, * but now once in the end of the
world he appeared to put away sin by the sa-
crifice of himself 7 He is also represented as
coming when he interposes by any signal dis-
pensation of his providence whether in mer-
cy or judgment- We hear him thus declar-
ing to his disciples in the days of his person-
.1Immxstr) upon earth, *“There be some stand-
ing here which shall not taste of death till
thev see the Son of man coming in his king-
dom ;" coming visibly in the extension of his
church by the abundant out- -pouring of his
spirit, and the géneral diffusion of his gospel.
But the manifestation of the Son of God at
the end cf this world 1s emphatically called
his appearing. It will be the last; the most
pubuc ; the most interesting ; the most glo-.
rious. He will then come not to minister, bus
to be ministered unto ; not to bé judged, but
to judge ; not to be arraigned before the bar -
of another, but to arraign before his own bar
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all the kindreds of the human kind, and not
the nations of mankind merely, but the my-
riads of revolting, reprobate angels. ¢ Be-
hold he cometh, and every eye shall see him.”
Men may shut their eyes against him when -
he is now revealed in the amiable, endearing
character of a Saviour, but they must behold
him when exhibited in the grandeur of the
. judge, in the unveiled effulgence of ¢ his
own glory, of his Father’s glory," and with
the holy angels.” As every eye shall see him,
every knee shall do him homage either vo-
luntarily, or reluctantly. No longer will He-
rod with his men of war set him at nought, and
mock him : No longer will the impious, in-
furiated Jews offer him a reed, a mock em-
blem of royalty, -or in derision set a crown of
thorns upon his head, because his head shall
wear the real crown, and his hand hold the
sceptre of universal, everlasting dominion :
No longer will the multitude in the madness
of their rage cry out, let him be crucified, for
while all the hosts of the redeemed will shout:
in transports of joy, “lo! this is our God ;
~ we have waited for him ; he will save us,”
the damned throng, amazed and confounded,
¢ will call to the mountains and rocks to hide
them from the face of him that sitteth on the
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb.”
Again, *“ When the Son of man shall come
in his glory, and all the holy angels with him
then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory ;
And before him shall be gathered.all nations ;
and he shall separate them one from another
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as a shepherd separateth the sheep from the
goats.”

Contemplations on the second appearing of
our Lord can never be unseasenable either
for the sinner or saint, because it is an event
which we all shall realize, and by which our
state for eternity will be unalterably fixed.
These eyes must behold the throne erected,
and the judge descending. ‘These ears must
hear an unchanging sentence either of appro-
bation, or of exclusion from his gracious pre:
sence. But reflections on the second coming
of our Lord are peculiarly seasonable on the
present cccasion.  We have now assembled:
to commemorate his dying love in the ordi-
nance of the supper : In this holy communion
our faith should be employed in contemplat-
ing not merely the past, but the future ; we
should alternately recollect that ¢ decease
which was accomplished at Jerusalem,’ that
dreary night when he was delivered for our
offences, and by the blood of his cross secus
red the complete, eternalremission of our sins;
and again be looking forward to that brighter
morning when the heavens shall reveal him to -
complete the mediatorial scheme, and perfect
the redemption of his church. ¢ As oft as
ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye de
shew the Lord’s death till he come: till he
appears the second time to be * glorified in
his saints. and admired in all them that be.
lieve.” T

May a ray of his glory enlighten, and cheer
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our hearts while I attempt in all the simplici-
ty of his gospel,

I. To shew the import of the exercise fbok-
ing for, or loving his appearing—and

I1. Why the believer may x«.asonab]y lcok,
or lonq for this event,

1. This excrcise implies a ﬁrm belicf that
the Son of God will appear.  'We cannot re-
joice in the prospect of any event without a

{full persuasion that it will certainly take place,
.and there 1s no article of our religion more

clearly revealed in the scriptures, nor more

- frequently recommendcd to the consideration

of the christian than the future manifestation
of his Lord. Reason itself suggests the pro-

_ priety that there should be a general judgment

of the world ; that the friends of God might
be publicly acquxtted from every charge that
is falsely brought against them, and that they
should be honorably rewarded for all those
services which they render to hiscause. Rea-
son also suggests it to be proper that those
who wilfully oppose his kingdom on earth
should be publicly convicted of their 1mp1ety,

and be exposed as monuments of reproach and

punishment. Our own consciences frequent-
ly admonish us of a judgment to come. Why
this remorse for the past, and this anxiety a-
bout the future whech we so frequently feel ?
Why the operations of a secret principle ex-
cusing us when we do right, and sternly ac-
cusing us when we do wrong ? These are so-
Iemn presages of a future retribution : They
are the voice of conscience which erects uts
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tribunal in the heart as a eounterpart t6 (i@
tribunal of the great Judge, and by which this
mionitor within anticipates tHe decisions of the
final day. But the general judgment which
reason suggestsas proper, and conscience fore-
bodes as probable the bible establishes as un-
deniably certain. *“ Enoch the seventh from
Adam prophecied—behold the Lord cometh
with ten thousand of his saints,”” or angels
who shall attend as ministers of state to direct
the procedure of that day,  to execute judg-
menton all.” ¢ I beheld,”” says Daniel al-
Iuding to the same occasion, “ I beheld tid
the thrones were cast down, and the Antient
of days did sit—his throne was like the
fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire.
A fiery stream issued, and came forth from
before him ; thousand thousands ministered
unto kim, and ten thousand times ten thou-
sand stood before him ; the judgment was set
and the books were opened,” This event
which was predicted in the Old Festament is
taught with evidence still more luminous in
the new. ‘ Because he hath appointed a day
in the which he will judge the world in right-
eousncss by that man whom he hath ordained,
whereof he hath given assurance unto all men
in that he hath raised him from the dead.”
This day is appointed ; atthough it is a secret
to us, it is known to the Eternal mind, and
unalterably determined : "Lhere was a pericd
appomted for the manifestation of Messiah
in the flesh as the Saviour of the world ; there
18 a period fixed with equal precision for his
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.wevelatton as its judge: Then having -closed
the mediatorial work he will dispense rewards
to his friends, and take vengeance on those
who do not obey his gospel. But this event
which is taught as a truth interesting to all is
brought home more immediately to the con-
science of each individual inthe following pas-
sage. ¢ We must all appear before the judge-
ment seat of Christ; that every one may re-
ceive the things done in his body, according
to that he hath done, whether it be good or
bad.””  How interesting the fact, and with
what precision is it taught ? Every one must
wecetve the things done in his body. All dis-
tinction of character arising from rank, or for-
tune, or occupation will then be done dway.
The rich will no longer have any ascendency
over the poor: The Pastor must mingle with
those who are now the people of his charge :
‘T'he master will sink to alevel with his ser-
vant, and he who now sits in judgment upon
others must himself come down to be judged.
“The faith of the christian ought often to be
directed to that certain, - solemn event: He
should aim at living under habitual impres-
sions of that hour when he must appear be-
fore the bar of his judge, give an account of
his stewardship, and receive according to his
works. Looking forward to that occasion the
apostle declares,  With me it is a. very
small thing that I should be judged of you,or
of man’s judgment—but he that judgeth me
is the Lord. Therefore judge nothing before
the time, until the Lord come who will both
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bring to light the hidden things of darkness,
and make manifest the counsels of the heart.”
The more duly we realize this appearing of
our Lord the more regardless we will become
cither of the applause,or censure of the world.
It is a very small thing that I should be judg-
ed of man’s judgment ; his approbation can-
not materially profit, neither can his reproach
materially injure me ;- there is a bar mere aw-
ful before which I expect to be summoned ;
a balance infinitely impartial, and eternally
decisive in which all my actions must be
weighed : He that judgeth me is the Lord.

2. The exercise, loving the eppearing of
our Lord, implies a real concern to be prepa-
red for that event. The criminal who is ar-
raigned before a human bar, and is conscious
of - having committed the offence charged a-

ainst him cannot long for the hour of trial.

ach anticipation of the time when his judge
will ascend the bench; when the evidences
will be adduced, and the indictment substan-
tiated fills him with emotions of terror, not
of joy : Neither can the sinner, chargeable
with all-the guilt of his nature, and life ; with:
out God, without Jesus, and without hope of
future happiness, long for the manifestation
of his Lord : His conscience startles with se-’
cret horror at each anticipation of the hour of
his coming, and he aimsat burying the thought
in the pursuits, or pleasures, or company of
the world.  In order therefore to love the se-
cond appearing of our Lord, and look forward
with joy to that period we must be prepared
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Ly faith in the Dlood of atonement, ¢ by re-
pentance towards God,” amd by holiness of
heart and of life. ~ And to all such the pros-
pect of his manifestation may be a source of
the most refined, exquisite joy. The chris-
tian, living by faith upon the infinitely blessed
Jesus, brought near to God by the application
of his atoning sacrifice, clothed with his righ-
teousness, and adorned with his image does
not merely believe it as a matter of faith, but
exults in it as the consummation of all his
hopes. Then he will actually receive that
prize for which he had eagerly run; he will
enjoy that inheritance which he had long and
anxiously expected, and put on that crown for
which he had fought “ agdinst the devil, the
world, and the flesh.” How elevated in the
prospect of this zlorious ¢ventwere the vicws
of the apostle ? Borae on the wings of a live-
ly faith and hope his soul appears altogether
transported beyond this world while his body
remained init. 1 am now ready to be of-
fered ;° 1 have nothing to do but die, when
the message is delivered ; I know whom I
have belicved,” and resting on Jesus, as ¢ the:
Captain of my salvation,” Ihope torise vie-
torious over death and the grave : T%e stin,

of'death is sin, but that is extracted by my
glorious, infinite substitute “ who put away
sin by the sacrifice of himself ; who was deli-
vered for my offences and rose again™ as the
pledge of my resurrection ; and the strength
of sin is the law which is armed with ven-
geance against every transgressor, but this

: )
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law both in its precept and ‘penalty was magai.
fied by another in my room ; * thanks be to
God who now giveth me the victory,” a com,
plete, eternal victory over the law, and sin,
and death and the grave through our Lord
Jesus Christ.”

3. This exercise implies a patient w"utmg
for the manifestation of ourLord.  There are’
many occurrences which try the faithy ard pa-
tience of a christian while he continues in this
world. Owing sometimes to exquisite zfilic,
tion in his body ; or reproach heaped upon
his character by false friends, or open, unfeel-
ing adversaries; the imperfections which
mark his best services here; the ljttle pro-
gress which he makes in holingss amidst all
the means which he enjoys, and especially the
hidings of hjs Father’s countenance heé be-
comes weary of this yorld and longs to de-

art, He finds from painful experience that
the present life is little else than a succession
of disappointments, and vexation ; that every
cup presented for our enjoyment is mingled
with some bltter mgrcd;ent, that our most'
gilded prospects are merely visionary, and
mock our expectations. Thus through the
rage of remaining corruption, or the want of
spiritual support, or outward disappointment,
and persccution, the christian is sometimes
temged presumptuously to ask, “ why does
my Lord delay his coming ? W hy am-I de-
tained so long in this thedue of vanity and sor-
row, where my sun is often clouded, and I
am doomed to darkness and doubt ? O thut
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1 Kad the wings of a dove, I would fly far
hence, even to yonder regions where sorrow
and sighing shall be no more.” But this
peevishness of temper, and this impatience a-
midst the trials of life arise from cnmity of
heart against God, and a distrust of his pro-
vidence. The exercise of ardent love to our
Liord Jesus Christ, and of faith on his prom-
ises will constrain us to wait with submission
and patience the time of his manifestation.
All the afflictions of whatever nature which
the righteous endure upon carth are appoint-
ed by their faithful,compassionate Lord; they
are arranged by a wisdom which cannot err,
and by a love infinitely surpassing the love of
friend to-friend ; they are not continued a mo-
ment longer than is requisite ; they are all de-
signed to prepare them for a more welcome
receptxon of their Saviour when he appears,
and add to their felicity in his presence. Are
the redeemed infirm or afflicted in body now,
all these infirmities and afflictions will height-
en the enjoyments of that region where the in-
habitant shall not say, I am sick ; where there
shall be no more -dlseasc, nor death, but their
present frail, vile bedies ¢ shall be fashioned
like unto his glorious body,” and flourish in
immortal youth. Is their divine Comforter
“rarely enjoycd, and when they do behold him
throunh the medium of or dmances, is it but
m/mrt and only for a moment ? "This very cir-
umst.nce will inhance inconceivably the j joys
' of that hour when they shall see Ahim face to
Jace ; when he shall reveal himself to them,
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in all his grace, inall his glory, and never de-
part from their view. Are they surrounded
by enemics here, by those who are apparently
i xeco*xulcnble, and delight in torturing their
feciings ? This trial however painful will add
to the pieasures of that socicty where harmo-
ny uninterrupted witl uanaamwly reign :
where every bosom will burn with the puiest
flume of love not only to Jchovah the fountain
. ¢f love, but to all arcund ; wkhcere there ¢hall
Li¢ one throne which all the nations of the sa-
ved shall encircle ; one object which all be-
hold, even the Lamb in the midst of it, and
cne song in which every heart and every voice
wiil be united.  Learn therefore, ye redeem.
cd of the Lord, learn in whatsoever state you
are therein to be conterited ; learn to wait, and
to wait with a holy submission for the coming
of your Lord. However numerous, or pam-_
ful, or protracted thine afifictions may be thou
hast the promise and oath of thy God in co-
venant that thou shalt be supported under
them, that thou shait be rclieved from them,
and that they shallultimatcly issueinthy good.
Although the vision of thy Lord may tarry
long, wait for it, and wait with a suitable re-
signation to his rightcous pleasure. Does
the dutiful scholar leave to the discretion of
his teacher when to advance him from a lower
to a higher class i the seminary ? Does an
affectionate son submit to the pleasure of his
father when to give him the full possession of
the inhcritance promised him, and wilt not
thou leave tg the wisdom, and the will of thy



SERMON VI. ' 178

father the moment of thy translation from
carth to heayen ?

4. This exercise implies an earnest desire
for the revelation of our Lord. Submission
to the divine will as to the time and circum-
stances of our departure is by no means incon-
sistent with an unfeigned, ardent solicitude for
the arrival of that time ; and aithoughthe pros-
pect of a little usefulness in the church, or in
society, and particularly an-acquiescence in
the will of our Father may reconcile us tore-
main longer on earth, yet tolive from day to
day withoutlifting up our thoughts to the hea-
venly city, or feelmg any earnest desires for
the fruition of those pure, uninterrupted, ever-
lasting consolations w hich are there to be ex-
pected argues a disposition both carnal and
earthly. Is not our treasure in heaven ? Are
not our dearest relations there, our Father, our
elder Brother, angels our fellow-servants, pa-
triarchs and prophets, and apostles with a
large proportion of our dear companions who
died in the Lord, and shall not we long to be
there ? Have we for many years heen carry-
ing on a painful, doubtful warfare with cor.
ruption and the world,and shall we not wish to
be crowned with the honors of victory ? Have
- we been so long enveloped with the shadows
of carth, walking in darkness with scarcely a
ray of hght and shall we not be looking out
for the morning of glory which shall hever be
succeeded by night, nor obscured by any
clouds ? Have we been so often deceived by
the empty, unsatisfying pleasures of time, and

P2
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+ yet not desire with holy importunity the ‘sub-
lime, substantial joys of eternity 2 Who would
not exchange the cistern for those /iving foun-
tains which shall always flow, and yet be al-
ways full 2 Moses earnestly longed for a view
of the natural Canaan, which was merely a
type; his spirit was moved with ardent de-.
sires to see ¢ that goodly mountain even Le-
banon ;* to behold with his own eyes the land
promised to the fathers, and tow ards which
their faith and hopes had been so long direct-
ed ? Was he thus anxious for attaining the
shadow, and can we be indifferent about the.
substance, the Canaan of cternal rest ? Shall
we fecl no desires to sce those trees of righte-
ousness which flourish in perpetualverdure ; to
drink of that pure river of (i which flows out
from the throne of God and waters and re-
freshes the whole paradise above ? More es-
pecially, shall we not long to see Jesus ¢/e de-
sire of all nations of whom Enoch only the se-
venth from Adam prophesied ; whose glory
Isaxah saw, and meationed with rdpture 5 on
whom the hearts of the faithful int all ages
have fastencd as their Deloved and Friend :
who is the wondecr of angels, and the glory of
heaven ? Surely, Brethren, it is our reproach,
our unutterable reproach that we are so pronc
to this world with its pleasures and pursuits.
"The night is far spent, awake from your slum-
bers and ¢ be looking and lonfrmg for the
coming of this day of God.’

To enquire why the christian may reason-
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ably long for the approach of that day was
our sccond proposition.

1. He may reasonably long for that day be-
cause liis happiness and glory will then be pro-
moted in the resurrection of his body. Al.
though the belicver's death is disarmed of its
sting, stripped of all its terrors in the death
of Jesus Jehovah his covenant Head, yet it is
a consequence of transgression. and therefore
constitutes a part of his humiiiation. In this
event the tender relation between the soul
and the body is dissolved, and those partners
which had been intimately united, and en-
deared to each other by many considerations
are then doomed to a.long, and painful sepa-:
ration : The body which had been formed for’
perpetual exertion in the service of its Crea-
tor is consigned to the grave there to languish
joyless and inactive. But at the second ap-
pearing of our Lord the trumpet shall sound ;
the ashes which had slumbered for ages shall
be reanimated ; every particle shall be carefyl-
ly collected, and the body, redecmed from the
" inactivity, the corruption of the grave, shall be
re-united to the soul never to be separated.
Then, and not till thenwill the christian’s feli-
city, and glory be consummated. True it is,
the soul when translated to heaven at death
becomes ineffably blessed in the full frui-
tion of it's God ; it participates all that hap-
piness which the unembodied Spirit is capable
of participating, but the soul is only a part of -
‘the human person, and therefore neither its
dignity nor joy can be complete while in a
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state of separation from the body. ‘The spi-
rit from the hour of death until that of the re-
surrection must be considered as in a widow-
ed state, and is not perfected cither in glory
or bliss until its reunion with the former com-
panion the body. * ““ We ourselves,” says the
apostle, * which have the first fruits of the
spirit, even we ourselves groan within out-
selves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the
REDEMPTICN of our bodies.” Redemp-
tion will then be consummated in its largest
extent with respect to its heirs, when their
souls are not only conformed to the image of
the first born, and arrayed in the immaculate,
unfading robes of his righteousness, but their
- very bodies are raised up to an immortal life ;
when they are both delivered from the bond-
age of corruption ; when they are brought to
a union intimate, and indissolvable, and ren-
dered capable of eternally contributing to the
perfection of each other. With what rapture
. ineffable did the apostle look forward to that
event ; how anxiously did he long for its ap-
proach ? ¢ If by any means I might attain un-
to the resurrection of the dead,” that is, par.
tigipate all that plenitude of glory, and bliss
which may then be expected, and shall then
be realized. JFor this corruptible shall then
put on incorruption, and this mortal shall put
on immortality.

2. The christian may reasonably long for
the appearing of his Lord, because he will
then be honorably acquitted from every charge
that is now brought against him, and be amp-
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Iy rewarded for his services in the cause of
his Master. Innumerable accusations are’
laid in against the righteous in the present life.
The law occasiomally arraigns them before its
lsar, compares their imperfect obedience with
its rigorous requirements, utters its denuncia-
tion against the least defect, and sends them
away disconsolate : The world often arraigns
them before its bar, misconstrues their best
intentions, misrepresents their actions, pro-
nounces their sincerity to be mere hy l)OCl“lCV
their experiences as mere delusion, ‘passes
sentence upon them as a generation of decei--
vers, and sends them away disconselate : The"
great accuser arraigns them before his bar;
he charges them with falling short of the pu-:
ritv of the divine law in every service ; he re-
presents Jehovah as @ haerd Master, unwilling
to pardon sin, or bear with their infirmities ;
he oftem shakes them from their confidence by
suggesting to them that their hopes must be-
disappointed at last, and thus sends them a-
way disconsolate. ‘But every charge that is,
or possibly can be urged against them will
then be answered by the adorable Judge who
had undertaken in their room ; every indict-
ment he will for ever quash bV an exhibition
of that infinitely meritorious saciifice which
he once offered up in their nature and name.
He will everlastingly put to silence every chal- -
lenge of the law, ofa censorious world, “of the
Great Accuser by declaring that that decease
which was accomplished at Jerusalem was ac-
complished for them in particular: He w ilk

e
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publiely announce to all spectators that he &9
their Surety endured the curse, aud that was
a sufficient reason why they should be deliv-
ered from the curse ; that he sustained the
wrath of his righteous Father, and therefore
this wrath- ought not to be inflicted on them :
that he in the capaeity of a substitute really
died and therefore it was a matter of unques-
tionable right that they should /lwe and live
forever. No longer, disquicted Dbeliever,
will thy peace be disturbed, or thy hopes
clouded by accusations of any nature from a-
ny quarter. The sacrifice of Jehovah thy
Sponsor will be admitted as an ample plea for
thy redemption from hell, and his righteous.
ness wrought out in thy nature and in thy
covenant-réom, will be acknowledged as a
full title to all the immunities and glories of
heaven, None shall henceforth lay any thing
to their charge, because the Lord the righ-
teous Judge shall openly acquit them in virtue-
of his own perfect righteousness exhibited in
their behalf.

Nay, the Son of God in the character of a
judge will not only acquit his ransomed from
every accusation, but will honorahly acknow-
ledge and reward their performances. How.
ever imperfect their services may be in them-
selves, or insignificant they appear in the cs-
timation of others, yetas dene by faith in his
promises, out of gratitude to his love,and zeal
for his glory they are precious in his view,
and shall be fully remunerated at last. “Them
that honor me,” is his promise, * I will hon-
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or.”  * Blessed are they which do his com-
mandments, that they may - have a right to the
tree of life, and may enter in through the
gates into the city.”” Not a tear which now
flows for their own sins or the iniquities of o-
thers shall be then forgotten. Not a prayer
which they offer up for blessings on them-
selves, or the spread of his gospel through the
world shall remain unrewarded, and your ve-
ry confession of him this day before men shall
Jeceive in return his confession of you in the
presence of his Father, and the holy" angels.
#¢ He that overcometh the same shall be cloth-
ed in white raiment,”” an emblem of purity and
victory, ‘ and I will not blot out his name
"out of the book of life, but I will confess his
name before my TFather, and before his an.
gels.” '

3. The christian may reasonably long for
the second appecring of his Lord, because he
will then be admitted to the full enjoyment of
all that blessedness which the gospel reveals,
and his hopes anticipate: Here he is a pil-
grim, and stranger, but then he will reach his
everlasting home : Here ke is indeed an heir
yet he is only ina state of minority, but then
he will be admitted to possess all those privi-
leges which are connected with his adoption
into the family of Ged : Here he is like a sol-
dier in the field of battle surrounded by legi-
ons of enemies, fiercely assailed, and often
overcome, but then he will receive the palm
and the crown. No sooner will the judgment
be finished, and the damned consignedtotheir
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own place, than all the multitude of the re-
" deemed will accompany their Lordwith that
invitation in his lips, ¢ Come, ye blessed of
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for
you from the foundation of the world.” YE
BLESSED. There is a meaning in this ex-
pression the ten thousandth part of which can-
not be conceived, until our Lord appear, and
the glories of heaven are disclosed. "L'he soul
was indeed blessed in the enjoyment of its
God since its dissolution from the body, but
these joys are inconceivably augmented by
its union to its former partner the body. E-
very sense of the outward man will serve as an
inlet of happiness and glory to the experience
of the inward man. What joy indescribable -
must transport the spirit when it looks abroad
~ and beholds through the medium.of the bo-
dily eyes the light of the celestial world, one
serene, unclouded, eternal day of which the
splendors of the meridian sun are scarcely a
semblance : When it sees the bodies of the
just seated in their mansions around all lu-
mmous, shining like so many stars, and suns
in the kmgdom of their Father ;. especially
when it looks toward the throne, and sees ex-
alted to the midst of it that Jesus who.under~
“took for sinners, and gave his life as the price
of their redemption : thatJesus of whom they’
had often read in the scriptures : of whom
they had heard in the sanctuary ; whom they
had often sought in the devotions of the clo-
set ; whose absence they had deplored as their
greatest misery, and the  pledges of whose
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love they had esteemed as the crown of all
their joys; when they see him face to face in
the full confidence that they shall go no more
out 2 What joy must transport the soul when
it hears through the mediumofthe bodily ears
ten thousand, thousand saints, and ten thou-
sand, thousand angels mingling their hearts,
and their voicesin the sweetest harmony with-
-out one jarring note, without one discordant
string ? We are often elevated while we at-
tend the worship of the sanctuary on earth,

when we hear the followers of the Lamb chan’
ting forth the praises of creating and redeem-
ing love, what must be our emotions when
we enter the sanctuary above, when we hear
the voices not of a single society, but 'of all
the redeemed from all countries,” and ages ;
of Enoch whe walked with God; of Da-
vid the sweet singer of Isracl : of Apollos the
-eloquent preacher of righteousness : of these
with un-numbered millions all striking their
golden harps, and saying with loud voices,
wvoiccs improved and refined to the uttermost,

¢ salvation to him that sitteth on the throne,
even to the Lamb forever and ever ?”” Peter
thought it good to remain on the mount with
Moses, and Elias, where he might see their
glory and hear their conversation. We often
feel happy in the fellowship of our friends, of
those in whose sincerity we may confide, and
by whose discourse we may be entertaind,

or edified ; what then must be the advantaoe,
and what the delight of the heavenly world
when we shall sittdown not with a few, but

Q
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with all'the prophets, and apostles, and mar-
tyrs of our Lord, when each will feel the most
unlm‘uted confidence in the friendship of the
other, and when it will be the glory, and fe-
licity of each to contribute to the glory, and
felicity of the whole.

Brethren, are these things so ? Are such
glories reserved in the celestial world? Wil
they be disclosed at the manifestation of our
Lord, who that loves the Saviour would not
long for his manifestation? Who that has
tasted of the pledge does not camestly aspire
after the full possession ?

Permit me to apply this subject by asking
this large assembly, are you pl‘epqred to stanq
before the Son of man ? Suppose that the hour
of retribution was now come ; that the white
- throne was erected ; that the judge in his un.
created effulgence was descending; that the
trump of God was blown, and the nations sum.
moned tg appear before hlm ? Are you ready
for these interesting, awful eyents? Are yoy
born of his spirit ? “Are yoy hvmg daily by
faith on his covenant, and righteousness, and
promises ? Are you emptlcd of self, of your
own strength as weakness, your own wisdom
as folly, your own righteousness as guilt, glo-
rying in Jesus as your salyation, and hope,
and thus prepared to receive the summons
with confidence and joy ? Alas, are there not
some of you ; are there not many of you wha
have rarely reflected on these realities ? A
midst your eager solicitude abont this world,
and its concerns you have neglected making
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}Srcparatlon for the next; You have rarely
¢mployed an evening; nay, may I not addy
you have rarely occupied an hour in serious
teflection about the soul, the precious, preci-
ous soul that never dxes ; that must shortly
plunge into a world unknown, a world of bliss
or torment, of glory or reproach You have
rarely thought of ajudgment to come, when
you must stand in the presence of an impar-
tial God, give an account for all the dceds
you have done, of all the instructions you
have heard, of all thé opportunities for pro-
moting your own salvation, or the salvation
of others which you have enjoyed, and then
accordmg to your words, and works be ad-
judged either to heaven or hell. Brethren, do
you. believe that it is appointed for all men once
to die, and after death the judgment, is it not
folly, is it not madness in the extreme to live
unprepared for death, and judgment? You
know not the day, nor 'the place, nor the man-
ner of your departure, and be admonished
this hour that as you live you will probably
die ; and as you dic you must remain forever,
Where the tree fulleth, there it shall lie. The
momeant of your dissolution determines your
destiny beyond the peradventure of a change.
"Fhe soul once damned shall never beredeem-
ed: The flamés of hell once kindled around
you are never to be quenched: The torment.
g worm once envenomed will givc nore-’
spae, and the door of the bottomless pit once
locked upon you shall never be opened more.
¢ The Lord Jesus will be revenled from hea-

4
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ven with his mighty angels in flaming fire,
taking vengeance on them that know nat God
and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Je-
sus Christ: Who shall be punished with e-
verlasting  destruction from the presence of
the Lord, and from the glory of his power.””
Shall I be pronounced your enemy, because:
I thus plainly address and admenish you ?
Certainly not. I only aim at convincing yow
of your discase, while there is ba/m in the
gospel, and a Physician to administer it: I
would point out to you the gathering storm,
while there is a covert within view; a covert
into which you may enter, and be eternally
safe : I would shew youthe avenger who pur-
sues, who is thirsting for your blood, while
the door of the city of refuge is yet open for
your admission.

Will you listen to the counsels of a friend
Are you sensible of your danger, and resolv-
ed to turn your attention to the great interests
of eternity ? Would you acquaint now your-
selves with God, and be at peace, there-
by stand unrufiled amidst all the terror,
and all the grandeur of the judgment.
day ? Are such your resolutions, I congra-
tulate you on this auspicious occasion, and
assure you in my master's name thatall things
are ready on the part of heaven to complete
a negociation. The everlasting Father is
ready : He reaches forth the olive branch of
peace, and proclaims, ¢ I, even I, am he that
blotteth out your transgressions for mine own
name’s sake ;”” - ¢ I have no pleasure in the



SERMON VL. 185

death of the wicked ;” Nay, for your more a-
bundant encouragement he has confirmed this
truth by the solemnity of his oath, * As1live
saith the Lord,I have no pleasure in the death
of the wicked, but would that he turn from his
wicked ways, and live : turn ye, turn ye, why
will you die, O house of Israet 2 Why will
gou die, O inhabitants of Salem ? Are not the
mmercies of Jehovah as free to pardon you, as
for the pardon of others ? Is not the door of
hope as wide for your admission, as for the
admission of all the millions who have entered
before you? Does not the laver of Calvalry
foll plenteously in the channel of the gospel,
Is it not as divinely meritorious for the remis-
sion of your crimes, as those of Manasseh the
murderer, or a blaspheming, persecuting $8ul?
Is not that- garment of salvation, which the
expiring Surety pronounced finished, brought
as near in the promise, and tendered as freely
to you, as for others who have put iton?
¢ There is no condemnation to any who are
- in Christ Jesus,” and not a sinner who applies
to him will be rejected. It is your duty, your
interest, your honor to improve the offered
redemption, and to improve it without the
delay of another mom®t. ¢ Bchold ! now
is the accepted time ; behold ! now is the day
of salvation > 70 day you have heard his
voice through the medium of a feeble, most
unworthy ambassador ; to-day vou have seen
in symbol his body which was broken, and
his blood which flowed for the remission of
sin, harden not your hearts. '
' Q2
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2. We learn from this doctrine the
character of those who may worthily partici-
pate the ordinance of the supper. ‘They are
such and only such as love the appearing of
our Lord : Who live as strangers and sojour-
ners upon earth, and are looking and longing
for his approach as the consummation of all
their hopes. The provision offered on this
table is ¢he children’s bread, and therefore none
but they who arc adopted into the divine fa-
mily; who claim God as their Father, and
heaven as their home, have a right to it, or
can be profited by it. Ye who have entered
the temple this day with the design of com.
memorating the Saviour’s death in the insti-
tution of the supper, turn your eyes upon
your own hearts, and impartially examine .
your real character. Are you the ¢ circum-
cision who rejoice in Christ Jesus, and count
all things but loss for the excellency of his
knowledge ?” Is it ycur unfeigned desire in
the discharge of this duty, and of all other du-
ties to be strong on/y in his strength ; to be
wise only in his wisdom ; to be righteous on-
ly in his righteousness imputed ; to be holy
only in his holiness imparted ; to become no-
thing that Jesus may be all in every part of
.your salvation 2 Do you aim daily #o live by
the faith of the Son of God, bringing every
offence which might rufle the peace of your.
consciences to his atoning blood for pardon ;
every lust to be subdued by his all-conquer-
ing power ; every grace to be cherished and-
invigorated by the influences of his Spirit ;
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-every want to be supplied” from his everlast-
ing fulness; every care whether temporal or
spiritual to Him as caring for you, and every
tear to be wiped away by his compassioaate
hand ? Amidst your conflict with corruption,
with a Acart desperately wicked are you look-
ing forward with holy importunity for that
hour when you shall be presented before him
without spet, and blameless ; when you shall
love with an ardor inconceivably greater, and
serve without a wandering thought for ever ?
Amidst the vanity of worldly enjoyments ;
the vexation of worldly pursuits ; the delusion
of worldly prospects do you joy in God
through our Lord Jesus Christ as your unchan-
_ging, all-satisfying portion, and are you wait-
ing with earnest expectation for the time when
you shall see the Kingin his perfect beau-
ty in the heavenly state ; when your eyes
shall be feasted in contemplatmg those worlds
of bliss, and glory which shall then open to
your view'? ¢ Do you indeed love him who
first loved you ?’ Do you feel yourselves un-
speakably obligated to- that dear Redeemer
who hath done so much, and suffered so much
for your salvation, and would you now ex-
{n‘ess, this heart-felt obligation to yourprecious

.ord; your gratitude for his goodness, your
respect for his command, by receiving the
symbols of his body and blood ? Are you rea-
~dy in simplicity and sincerity of soul to de-
clare, ¢ the love of Christ constraineth us :”
We desire to do this, to attend to this ordi-
nance in remembrance of Him who was not
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unmindful of us ; who tizought upon us in our
low, helpless, hopeless estate, and we look
fotward to a long eternity when, with under<
standings more enlightened, hearts more ex-
panded, an eloquence more expressive, and
clevated, we shall admire and “ sliew forth
the praises of him who hath called us_out of
darkness into his marvellous light.”” If such
be your exercises, and such your desires even’

in the lowest degree, then with fretdom I in~

vite you to this banquet of love. Hereis Z&-
ving bread for those who Ahunger—after righ-

teousness ; bread to satisfy, and strengthen
for enduring the toils, and dangers of the wil-
derness : Here is wine that maketh glad the
heart ; wine to cheer the drooping pilgrim
until he reaches theCanaan of everlasting rest.
In this mountain is the Lord of hosts making
for us a feast of fut things ; a feast of wines
on the kees ; of fat things full of marrow, of
wines on the lecs well refined.

Shall Tagain exhort all to look frequently
for this appearing of their Lord, and to aim at
constant preparation forit. This anticipation
of his approach, and of the privileges then to
be expected will be a great mean of promo-
tmg our consolation and peace. “ We re-
joice in hope of the glory of God.” Who,
as he approaches the harbour after a tedious,
tempestuous voyage ; or who that is within
view of his own home after a fatiguing, and
dangerous journey ; or what heir who is just
receiving into possession an estate which had
been long in expectation, does not fecl sensa~
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tions of joy; and can the christian remain un-
moved, unelated in the near prospect of at-
taining eternal life ; that perfection of purity
and joy for which he hadP?requently prayed,
and for which he had been eagerly looking,
and onging ? There their day knows no night;
their song is.liable to no interruption ; their
vision is darkened by no vail ; their sun ob-
scured by no cloud ; their strength is subject
to no decay ; their love to no languor, and.
their happiness to no end. And yet, fellow
christians, how transporting is the thought
that this plenitude of bliss will soon, very soon
be ours in actual, eternal possession ? ¢ For
the Lord himself shall descend from heaven
with a shout,with the voice of the arch-angel,.
and with the trump of God ; and the dead in
Christ shall rise first : "Then we which are
alive, and remain shall be caught up together:
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in
the air ; and so shall we be ever with the.
Lord. Wherefore comfort your own hearts,.
comfort one another with these words.””

. * Now, our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and:
God, even our Father; which hath loved us,.
and hath given us everlasting consolation and’
good hope through. grace,’” prepare each of
you for meeting the Saviour with triumph az
his appearing and kingdom, AMEN.
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7% the intent that now unto'the principalitics,
and powers in heavenly places might be
known by the éhureh the manifold wisdom
of God.

THE principalities, and powers mens
tioned in this place, are probably the angéls
who kept their first estate : Various titles are
ascribed to this celestial hierarchy which may
be considered as expressingeither the original
excellence of their nature, or pointing out
those eyalted stations in which they are called
to act. It is the opinion of some that these
dignified titles are given to the angels because
‘of their-important agency in the government
of this world. Some have even conjectured:
thatparticular eountries,or natignsare commit- -
ted more immediately to the superintendance’
of particular angels under God- the Supreme
Ruler of all.. Michael is therefore called the
Princeof Israel, and Luke the evangelist men~
tions that a vision appeared to Paul in the night
a man of Macedonta, and prayed him, sayingy
eome over to Mecedonia, and help us. By this
man some learned Commentators understand®
the angel who' superintended the . region of
Macedonia, and now appéared in the form of
a man. Whether this conjecture be strictly
correct I shall not offer to determine, yet it is:
highly probable that individuals, and cities;.
ard nations are often indebted to angels under’
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God for their protection in danger. Daniel
- pronounces Mici:ael one of t' ¢ chie” Princes,
and also the Gregt DPrince that standeth for
the children of Israel, the church of the Liv-
ing God, and John, in the revelation which
was given him, Deheld seven angels standing
before God, and to them were given seven trum-
ets, foretelling events which would occur
jn different periods of time until the end of the
warld. These holy spirits are frequently em.
ployed for the protection of the heirs of pro-
mise in the hour of danger, and consola.

~ tion to them in circumstances of distress,
$¢ The angel of the Lord encampeth round a-
bout them that fear him,and delivereth them:”
“* Are they not all ministering spirits sent
forth to minister unto them that shall be heirs
of salvation 2’ Qn the other hand remain.
ing perfectly loyal to their adorable sovereign,
and inspired with a burning zeal for his glory
they stand always ready to cut off the ene-
mies of his government. An angel of the
Lord smote king Herod because he gave not
God the glory : An angel troubled the host of
the Egyptians in their pursuit of the Israelites,
and by an angel of the Lord the whole Assy-
rian army was destroyed in one night, These
exalted spirits are also represented as coming
with the great Judge at the consummation of
all things ; as sounding the alarm of his ap-
proach ; as collecting his elect from the four
winds of Heaven, and assisting in the general
Judgment. :
~ But although thesc titles of authority may



192 SERMON Vi4.

be assigned to the heavenly host because of
their agencyin the government of the church,
and the world, they are more probably design-’
ed to express that superiority of station which
a part of them sustains .over the rest. No
~doubt ean he entertained, but a variety of
" rank was originally established, and still ex-
ists among this higher order of ,intelligences.
Among the spirits who fell there is mentioned
@ Prince of devils, the Prince of darkness, and
the Prince of the power of the air. These and
other passages plainly intimate that among the
inbabitants of heaven who rebelled, one stood
in rank superjor to the rest, and probably was
instrumental in seducing them torevolt : And
among those of the celestial hierarchy who re-
mainhed faithful to their Sovereign, and oppo-
sed the rebellion of their compeers we read of
~ Michael the arch-angel, and of Gabriel who
stands before God. 'This latter Seraph appears
to -occupy a station near to the throne of the
Eternal Prince and probably through him or-
ders are issued forth to be executed by others
of inferior rank. - ‘'We are also informed by
John in his revelation, that there was war in
heaven, Michael and his angels fought against
the dragon, and the dragon fought and his an’
gels. It is therefore evident that particular
‘angels among those who sinned, and among
those who sinned not, were invested with au.
thority over the rest. 'Whether this distinc-
tion of rank proceeded from any difference of
intellectual endowments among these hosts of
heaven, or whether it depended on the mere

/
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sovereignty of Jehovah is a question on which
the scriptures aresilent. The LordGod, asCre-
-ator and Disposer of all beings both rational

~and irrational, does according To nis wrry : @@

He as an adorable Sovercign promotes whom
he pleases, either among angels or men : He
possessed an unquestionable right to perform
his will in their creation at first, and he pos-
-sesses the same right to consult his pleasure
-in their future disposition and government.
Thesc principalities and powers are in fea-
venly places. A pure, perfect spirit cnjoys
. heaven wherever he is, because he enjoys the
favor of Jehovah, which islife. Gabriel is in
the presence of God, is favored with the most
satisfactory, elevating assurances of his good
will, whether he appears to Zechariah in the
temple foretelling the birth of a son, or onthe .
. plains of Bethlehem announcing to the shep.
herds the nativity of our Lord, or whether
he is employed to strengthen the Saviour in
his agony, or is sent forth to minister to some
heir of salvation. Yet there is a place in the
universe consecrated as.the more immediate
‘residence of the blessed. This is called in
scripture the throne of God ; the city of the
Living God ; the palace of the King ; the
highest heavens ; the third heavens, and the
heaven of heavens. 'This which is. designed
to be the temple of the King Eternal, and for
the accommodation of his loyal subjects is no
doubt garnished in a manner the most sump-
tuous and splendid. There Jehovah sits en-
throned in hight incffuble, diffusing a perpetual
R
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stream of joy gnd glory among all the favored

inhabitants ; there Jesus resides in the full dis-

olay of his mediatorial honors,the object of a-
*l'pr‘mon, and praise to all the extatic hosts ;
there dwell that innumerable company of an-
Lels who Lept their first estate, unléss when

sent abroad on messages of love to the righte-

ous, or of indignation to the unrighteous ;
there dwell also t’zes/m its of just menmade per,
ject, withthe bedy of Enoch, of Elijah, of Moses -
who probably ascended from Taborthe mount
of transfiguration, and ofthatcloud of witnesscg
who arose to attest the dcath, and resurrection
of our Lord.

But it may.not be improper to notice
that these principalities ‘and powers are not

always stationed in the upper court, inthis hea-

ven of heavcns. The Lord God ¢ maketh Ius
angels spmts, ‘and his ministers a flame 01
fire.”” As pure, unembodled substances, un-
retarded in their’ progress l)y matter, they ﬂy
with inconceivable actiyity from place 1o
place in his vast dominions to execute his
commands, and perform his purposes. They
are one moment encamping  around a par-
ticular believer, shielding him from dan-
gers unseen to which he is exposed : At a-
nother moment they hover around the bed of
an afflicted saint s"mp'lthlsuw supporting,
aiding towards the restoration of his body ta.
health, or waiting to conduct ‘his depdrtmg
spirit to the regions of bliss : Aguain, they are
sent abroad to ﬁgl*t the batiles of the Lord a-
gainst the enemies of his church, They are:
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this day thronging this sanctuary {o witness
the order and exercises of the worshippers.
They feel ajoy ineffable while thoy behold
the lively frames of some, their faith strength
ened, their repentance renewed while they
Jook on Jesus whom they have picreed, and
.mourn for him, their love kindling and rising
intoa flame ; and they weep, if angels can
weep, while they notice the indifference, and
impenitence of others. No doubt the host of

€&od is this moment hovering around the sa-
cramental table, gazing upon the symbols of
the body of our Saviour, and their Lord ; ad-

-miring and adoring “ this mystery of godli.
ness, God m’umuted in the flesh,” and bleed.
ing and dying for the redemption of sinners.
"hese principalities and powers are thus sent
forth, or kept immediately before the throne
as the pleasure of their Sovereign may.dictate,
or the interests of his glory require.

T'o these exalted intelligences ¢ are made
known by the church the manifold wisdom of
God ’

By the ¢/ .re/t here mentioned, we are more
properly to understand the New Uestament
dispensation. ‘I'he apostle therefore men-
tions with peculiar emphasis that now, that s,

under the. present econo: ny .of mercy. ‘The
light is much clearer uader it, than under any
former dispensation ; the mysteries of divine
grace are more fuily dlsclosed and the per-
fections of God which shine in the plan of
our redemption now appear both to angels
and mcen, with a more astonishing and com-
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manding glory. Since the actual appearance
of the Son of Ged in the flesh, and the remo-
val of sin by the sacrifice of himself, ¢ the
a.light of the moon is become as the light of
thie sun, and the light of the sun sevenfold as
the light of seven days.” That morning which
dawned upon the world shortly afier the a-
postacy of man ; which gradually encreased
1ts luster during the age of patriarchs and
prophets has now nearly attained its meridian
splendors.  So that to principalities, and pow-
ers, in heavenly places, and to all intelligent
spectators in every part of the divine domin.
ion the mysteries of the cross are more fully
unfolded under the present, than any preceding
dispensation.

But the term ekurch may with propriety be
considered in a sense more extensive, and as
comprehending all the most interesting dis-
coveries of the scheme of redemption which
from age to age have been made to our world ;
those various pericds at which these celestial
spirits were admitted to more elevated views
of the divine perfections which shine forth in
‘this plan. - ,

When the apostle speaks of the manifvld wis-
dom of God as particularly displayed to these
exalted spectators, we must not understand
this to the exclusion of his other attributes,
because the recovery of man through the
- cross of -his Ca-eternal Son is a scheme in
which they are all concentrated, and brought
most luminously to view. In some parts of
the natural world we are led to admire one at-
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tribute of the Divine Author, and in others

another attribute.  'We discern a high display
of his power in giving instant2neously exist-
ence to this astonishing fabric : We admire

- that wisdom which arranged so nicely its va.

rrous parts, and rendered each conducive to
the perfection of the whole ; we admire that
bounty which is never cxhausted, but sup-
plies from age to age the necessities of every
thing that lives. - In some occurrences of di-
vine providence justice appears awful, and in

- others mercy appears wobvious and amiable :

but in the restoration of man through the me-
diation of the Son of God all these perfections
shine forth with a luster unparalleled, - and
each reflects light and glory on the other.—.
¥et there is no perfection of God which inspi-
red men more frequeritly celebrate as display-

ed in this plan than his wisdom. ¢ We speak
the wisdom of God in a mystery :” “ We
preach Christ crucified to—them who are cal-
led the wisdom of God:” “Q the depths of the
riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of
God.” This is an attribute which the holv
angels as onlookcrs particularly discern and
adore.

In the more full discussion of these words,
we are naturally led to enquire what parts of
this scheme peculiarly exhibit the glory of
Jehovah’s wisdom—and

II." At what periods of the (.hurch the glo-
ty of this wisdom shone forth to the astonish-
ment of angels, and all the hosts of heaven.

1. Fhis wisdom is evidently and-eminently

R 2
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displayed in the constitution of Messiah’s
person by whom, as the great agent, our re-
demption was accomplished. In the Weord
made flesh, Immanuel, God with us, are united
two natures essentially and infinitely different.
"The constitution of the human frame is justly
considered as affording a bright display of the
Creator’s wisdom ; the union of two substan-
ces widely different, a material body with an
immaterial, immortal Spirit ; the intimacy
of this relation so that they act and react upon
each other, and - nccessarily participate in the
joys and afflictions of each other. While the
inspired David contemplated his own frame ;.
matter moulded and wrought up into a fabric
so exquisite as the body, the seeing eye, the
hearing ear, and expressive countenance ;
when he contemplated the nicer and nobler
structure of the scul, formed for the enjoy-
ment of its God, and capable of endless pro-
gress in wisdom and happiness, he exclaims
in holy surprise, I am fearfully and wonderful-
ly made. * How passing wonder ;>’ how sur-
‘passieg all created conception must the Per-
son of the Son of God be considered ! What
opposites there mcet, and become intimately
and indissolvably united ? He is the Creator,
and yet acreature; a fecble babe, and yet
the mighty God ; a child of yesterday ; and
yet the Father of eternity ; in the form of a
servant, and the likeness of men, and yet God
over all ; acquainted with grief, and yet bleg-
sed forever ; nursed by the arms of a mortal,
and yet wielding with his own arms the ele-
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ments of nature, and upholding all things ;
nearly related to man being actually a parta-
ker of our nature, and yet the Father’s Equal
and Fellow ; without comeliness, or beauty,
- orform, and yet the brightness of Jehovah's
glory, and the express image of his Person ; .
subject to earthly parents,and yet greater than
the Princes of the earth ; King of kings and
" Lord of lords. Such is our Immanuel by
whom the church is redeemed ; and no won-
der that angels desire to look into the eneffa-
bly mysterious constitution 6f his Person, and
while they look behold in it the manifold wis-
dom of God. And I feel constrained to re-
mark in this place that it is owing to the ex-
~ treme blindness of the human understanding,
and the desperate depravity of the heart that
this mystery is so little admired and adored
in our world. We discern wisdom in the o-
. ther parts of ,the divine workmanship ; we
- discern it in forming the smallest insect which
“moves on the earth, and the least atom which
floats in the air, and regard with indifference,
or contempt, the Person of Immanuel, which .
in the estimation of every holy, intelligent
onlooker is the chiefest of the ways of God.
*“ Howbeit we speak wisdom among them
that are-perfect ;> on whose understandings
the Holy Ghost has shed the rays of spiritual
light, ‘¢ yet not the wisdom of this world; nor
_of the princes of this world that come to
nought : Which none of the Princes of this
world knew, for had they known it, they would
not have crucified the Lord of glory.”” But
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as Christ crucified was to thousands when he
lived in person upon earth a stone of stumbling
and a rock of qffence, so he is to many at pre-
sent, notwithstanding the additional evidence
which he gave of his Messiahship by his re-
surrcction from the dead, and his ascension
on high. Yet however uninteresting tosome,
it has not failed to excite the wonder and gra~
titude of others. ¢ Without all controversy
great is the mystery of godliness,”” and in the
train of mysterieg which are brought to view
in the gospel, this is mentioned as the first in
importance and glory, ¢ God was manifested
in the flesh.” ¢ Behold a virgin shall conceive,
and bring forth a son, and they shall call his
name Immanuel.” This same mystery has
excited wonder in heaven nearly six thou-
sand years past, and with praises to the au«
thor and subject of it, the arches of heaven
will resound throughout eternity to eome.

2. To principalities and powers this wisdons.
of God is displayed in securing glory to him-
self while he announces good will to revolting,
ruined man.- A prince may freely pardon the
rebel, or a judge dismiss the criminal from an
. indictment which has been proved against
him, but the majesty of the law must suffer,
and other subjects may be emboldened to
transgress. ‘They are led to suspect that the
law is inexpedient in itself, or that the sanc-
tion annexed to it was unduly severe, or that
the Prince was either unable or afraid to in-
flict the penalty on those who transgressed.
But in this the wisdom of Jehovah shines un-
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paralleled in that he fully vindicates the glory
of the law ; shews that it is Aoly and just and

&ood, and at the samie time freely forgives the.
‘offender. The nature of the law appears more

expedient, and its sanction more awful than
if the transgressor had suffered in his own
person the literal execution of the threatning,
and yet this transgressor is restored, not mere-
ly to the immunities of a subject, but the more
exalted privileges of a son and heir. Grace
now reigns through, in a perfect consistence

-with righteousness. The great God is just in

the very act of Justifying. the ungodly who be-
licve in Jesus Christ. The remission of the
rebel, his reconciliation to the favor and con-
fidence of his Prince is as eminently an act of
justice as of mercy ; it is perfectly consistent
with, and tends to reflect glory on each divine
perfection. Here is a display of wisdom
which excites the astonishment of angels now,
and must command #%eir admiration and ours
forever. The government of God is render-
ed more glorious, sin exhibited in a light
more odious, more enormously evil by the
disobedience of man, and yet miyriads of re-
volting men raised to mansions of bliss, and
soaring even beyond the angels who kept their
Jirst estate. O what must be the emotions of

principalities and powers while they contem-.
-plate him whom the Father set forth to be a
propitiation through faith in his blood ; magni-

fying the law by his own vicarious obedience,
and making it honorable while he announces
the jubilee of release to those who had wan-
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tonly transgressed and degraded it. Witlt
what extatic hearts and elevated voices must
they raise that song which shall never, never
end ; O the depths of the riches both of the
wisdom and knowledge of God ; how unsearch-
able are his judgments, and his ways are past
Jinding out : For of him, and t/zrou.glz him,
and to liim are all things ; to whom be glory
end dominion forever.

3. To principalities and powers the wisdom
of God appeared illustrious in bringing the
greatest good out of sin the greatestevil 5 in
overruling it to the greater advancement of his
ewn glory, and the more exalted privileges of
man who had been tempted to rebel. No
doubt the spirits of darkness were filled with
malignant triumph at the apostacy of our fa-
mily ; they probably erected their standard,
and raised the shout of victory, concluding
that the field was their own ; they beheld this
earth which was designed as the theatre of o«
bedience now polluted and degraded by trans-
gression ; they saw the divine image which
had been enstamped upon our nature and
which constituted the fairest part of this lower
world sullied and effaced by sin ; they beheld
the law, which was in itself holy and just,
trampled under foot, and man.who was form-
ed for the service of his Creator now in the
act of open hostility ; they prebably conciu-
ded that this earth which was designed as the
residence of holy Leings, was now connected
as a province with hell, and that the purposes
of Jehoval in the creation of this worid were
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defeated.  But divine wisdom interposes and
the apostacy of man is overruled to an issue
directly the opposite and infinitely glorious.
"This earth which had been polluted by the
sin of man is purged by the obedience of his
Lo-eternal Son ; it is more honored by the
personal residence and immaculate obedichce
of the Divine Redecmer than by the obedi-
ence of myriads of finite beings forever ; our
nature is Trestored to a dignity much greater
than was lost by tr ansgrcssxon ; redeemed
men are reinstated in the favor of their So.

- vereign,and there secured from the possibility’

of future apostacy, and th8se many mansions
in heaven which had been emptied by the
revolt of angels, are replenished by the mil-
lions of ransomed men ; and new dxspla) s of
the wisdom, and sovereignty, and justice, and
forbearance of Jehovah are afforded to all ra-
tional spectators in all parts of his dominions.
I come that they might have life, and that they
might have it more abundantly. Where sin a-
bounded, grace did much more abound : That
as sin reigned unto death, grace nglzt reign
througl: rightcousness unto eternal life by Jesus
Chri zst our Lmd
From this very imperfect view of the ma-
nifold wisdom of God which is made known
to angels through the medium of the cross,
we proceed,

II. To enquire at what periods “of the‘

chureh the glory of this wxsdom 'most illustri-
ously shone forth.
1. This wisdom was made knewn to the
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-astonishment of these principalities and pow.
ers at the proclamation of the first promise in
Paradise. It has been conjectured by some
that even previous to the creation of this earth
Jehoval intimated to the angels the future re-
volt of man, his design to restore a portion of
the human family by the substitution of his
own Son, and that this respect to our nature
offended the angels, and occasioned their re-
bellion. As our knowledge of the heavenly
hosts is derived only from rewvelation, and as
the scriptures do not support this conjecture,
we shall pass it over without any remark.—
But we may ventur® to assert that events so
interesting as the apostacy of man through
the temptation of a fallen spirit, and his res-
toration through the interposition of the eter.
nal Son would be very early intimated to the
angels of light. As the Lord God design-
ed the redemption of man through the
sufferings of Jesus Christ to be the bright-
est display of his own perfections he would
probably disclose it without delay for excit-
ing the wonder and joy of these principalities
and powers in heavenly places. Perhaps it
was their knowledge that this earth was af-
terwards to become the scene of transactions
thus sublime which constrained these sons of
God to shout for joy when fts foundation was -
laid. We find therefore that after the expul-
sion of Adam from paradise, which he had for-
feited by disobedience, a cherubim with a fla-
ming sword was stationed to keep the way of
the tree of life.  This is a circumstance pecu-
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diarly instructive, and interesting.  This mi-
-nister of justice had already learned that 4 new
and_living way. to the holest of all was opencd
up in the counsels of heaven, and he occupies
thls pest with his sword in his hand to enforce
: He there stands to instruct our parents
that reconciliation by the covenant of works
was altogether impossible ; that the tree of
dife had lost its efficacy for giving life, and
therefore in vain would they partake of its .
fruits ; that there was no salvation but by
faith in that szed which had been- already re-
vealed, and was afterwards to be borne.

This knowledge in the mysteries of redemp.
tion must have gradually cnereased to the an-
gels during the progress of the patriarchal and
mosaic dispensation: this scheme became
aare fully unfolded to them by the institution
of sacrifices; by the erection of the tabernacle
and temple; by the successive prophecies
which were delivered during a period of near- -
* 1y four theusand years, by the various wash-

ings and ceremonies that were in use under

the legal econemy. By every new revelation
that was made, amd by - every new mode of
worship which was introduccd these princi-
palities and powers cbtained more distinct, en-
larged views of the divine' wisdom which ap.
pears.in thisplan.. To-shew the deep interest
which they feel in the seheme of redemption
we find them standing on each end of the
- mercy-seat as an-emblem of their searching
into its mysteries:: They aided in conducting

the church through the wilderness:; they at-
s
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tended in dispensing the law from mount $f.
nai, for it was delivered, says Stephen, by the
disposition of angels ; they appeared to Daniel

foretelling the incarnation of our Lord, and
his actually ¢ finishing transgression, making

an erd of sin, m aking reconciliation for ini.

qum' and bringing in everlasting rzghteous.

ness.”’

But to these thrones, and - dammwm, and
principalities, and powers this manifold wisdom
shone forth with still brighter glory,

8. When Messiah actually assumed the.
human nature, and appeared in our world,
these first born sons of God were secmingly
all admiration, all ecstacy on this .impor.
tant cccasion. (Gabriel, who had. foretold to
Zechariah the birth of Johnhisillustrious fore:
runner, now appears to the shepherds and an.
nounces the birth of his more illustrious Suc..
cessor. - Having hailed the appearapce of the
morning star, he hails with still greater trens.
ports of joy the approach-of the rising Sun,
“ Behold,” he declares to the shepherds, ¢ I
bring you good tidings of great joy, which
shall be to all people : Forunto you is born
this day in the city of David, a Saviour, which
is Christ the Lord.” - But ‘the ‘principalitics
‘and powers could not remain in their seaven-.
ly places at a period so interesting. ~ They
'(«'op their crowns ; they start from their man-
‘sions ; they hasten down to the plains of Beth--
lehem to unite in the contcmplatxon of this
mystery, and swell the anthem of praise. *For
suddenly there was w:th the angel a multitude
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ef the heavenly host praising Ged and saying,
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace, good will towvards man.’”  Although
these created spirits had been long acquaint.
ed with thismystery of godliness, * God to
be manifested in the flesh,” yet how must
they have kindied with new transports of won.
der and joy at the view of this mystery actu-
ally accomplished ? What amazement unut-
terable must-have seized them when they be.
hold now lying in a ‘manger him who had late.
Jy lain in the bosom of the Father, and had
been - daily his delight ; wrapped in swaddling
elothes him- who had formerly been clothed
with light as with e garment, and had irradi-
ated al heayen with his glory ; not born ofan
carthly princess, but descended from an ob-
scure, despjsed virgin ; not dazzlingthe spec-
tators with the rays of his divinity,but appear-
ing without comeliness or form.  Although
their eloquence was that of heaven, -yet they.
want language to express their emotions, and.
therefore sing in simple strains, glory to God
in the highest ; of all the displays of his per-.
fections this is the most commanding ; here
is'wisdom; here is sovereignty; here is conde-
scension; here is love without a parallel, with-
aut even a comparison in all the transactions.
of God. S :

. Throughout the. whole course of our Re-
deemer’s ministry upon carth, these angels of
God attended as znxious spectators, and from
all the doctrines of his mouth, from all the
miracles of his hind, from his patience amidst
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complicated sufferings, from his forbearance

g
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wiidst of the throne, they are now jearning-and
will be forever learning the- manifold wisdom
~and searchless sovercignty of God.

- 1. May not this sabject, as thus illustrated,
inspire us with the most elevated thoughts of
the scheme of redemption, and excite "us. to
the profound contemplation of its mysteries ?
We usually form our estimate of any. work
from its nature, the character of the persons
‘concerned in ifs execution, and thé . conse-
.quences probably resulting from it. In all these
gespectstlie recovery of man,through theinter-
‘vention of the eternal Son as Mediator, is infi-
aitely interestingand worthy of ourmost ardent
research and profound veneration. The stagc
«on which it is transacted is this werld : The
Personages immediately engaged in it are the
€0-equal; co-eternal ‘Three, Father, Son and

- 8pirit, all concerting, concurring and co-ope-
fating ; drawing the outlines fromesermty past,
gradually filling them up by all their ‘opcra-

tions through every successive period of time;,
and ﬁmshmg the draught throughout the ages -

of eternity to come.” For to this work every
prophecy and ptomise; in whatever age it wa¥

delivered, inmediately pointed, and to this'

€very event in divine providencseitier-divect:
ly, or. indirectly is . renderedssabierdent v
“Fheoenlookers are all the hosts of heaven, an-
& fs, and thrones, and dominions; and prenei-
/)alztzes, and powers. - To them 18 made knowrs
by the church, where this scheme is disclosed,

. the. manifold wisdom of God. Surely that
. ‘work must bestupendous which these superio®
s 2

L
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- orders of being value sohighly; intowhichthey
enquire so eagerly, and in the suecessof which
they feel so dceply interested.  "The result of
this plan with respect to Jehovah is the highest
conceivable manif.stationof his glory; the ma~
jesty of his law vindicated ; the riger of his
justice displayed ; the honors of his govern-
ment supported ; the treaswres of his mercy
unlogked, and poured forth in abundance up-
on our world; sin appearing. morc odious,
righteousncss more amiable, and thus the or-
der of the universe more cstablished. The
issue with respect te man is the redemption
of millions from the lowest depths of guilt,
and reproach, and wretchedness to the ut-
most e¢levation of holiness, and honor, and
bliss. * The law entered that the offence
wight abousd ;  but where sin abounded,
grace did much more abeund,” ¢ For if by -
one man’s ofivnce death reigned by one ; much
more they whoreceive abundance of grace and,

_of the gift of righteousncss shall reign in life
Ly onc man, Jesus Christ.”” Turn aside then,
O brethren, and behold this great sight, this
wisdom of God in a mystery, into which the
angels desire to laok; in the contemplation of -
which they feel honored, and delighted, and
profited..  And while you behold in this glass
the gory of the lord, way you be changed
into his image ; enflamed with his love, and
Blled with his consolations. 3

2. We are encouraged from this doctrine
to persevere in our attachment to the gospel.
ef the Son of Guid 5 to consider the open pro.
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fession of his name, aned support of his cause
as equaily our duty and glery. Many ap- -
pear to imagine that religion is beneath their
attention ; that the study of its mysteries, or
regard for its institutions is fitted ratherfor
those who have nothmg clse to engage their
attention, or that it is suited for 1hose in the
lower walks of life, whose birth is more mean,
* whose understandings are raturally contract- .
ed, and whose education is more common,—
Under this i impression those particularly in
the higher stations of life often look upon our
holy religion with indiffcrence, -or contempt.
Such cenduct is as impious, as the principle
from which it proceeds is erroneous and dan.
erous, - The angcls, certamly, are not mean
mn their origin or situation. They were form-
ed before us in order of time, and are station«
ed above us by the appointment of their Cre-
ator. ‘They are incomparably our superiors
in point of age, of intellectual capacities, and
their advantages for improving those capaci-
ties. ‘They do not excel us in strength more
than in wisdom, in a profound, comprchen-
sive knowledge -of the divine perfections as
exhibited both in creation, and redemption,
yet they are still eager to. learn, and even to
learn by the church, by. that gospel of recon- .
ciliation. which is there unfolded. To these .
principalities and.powers in heavenly places are
made known by the church the manifold wisdom
of God. Im their origin, in their raok, in

strength, in age, in experience, in attainments. -

both of wisdom and purity, they stand far a-
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bove prophets, of zpestles, or o1dinary minis
ters of the cresd, yet they deem it no- degradas
tion to attend as scholars upon these,and from
them; s stewards of the mysteries, and mani
Jold grace of God, to receive new instructions.
Siunce angels are bur compasions inthe study,
.md admiration of the gospel and its doetrines; .
need not feel mortified although mena may
staud aloof,; and be ashamed to confess i, -
Compared with /yrmcz/)almes and poers in
heavenly places the wisest: among men dre
mere foels, and the most mighty are con-
femptible, -and mean. Nay, brethven, to be
ashamed of our Lord Jesus €hr Pst,»ofh'rs gos~
pel, of his people, of his ardinances is really
to be ashanved of eur glory; because his as-
sumption of our nature into an intimate uniow
‘with his divine, his suffering in our room, and
for- our advantage was the lnorhest conceivable.
honor which could be conterred UPON US —i
"Fhrough this scheme raen who were a fittle
lower than angels by birth, and degraded far

‘below them by transgression; aré exalted:

rauch above theimn in héner and happineéss.
“It - fauMuL saying, aad worthy of all acw
ccpla%am, Worthy hot only of eur belief; bt
ave boasting, and rejoiciag « that Jesus Christ.
casse into the world to save shwers.’ Nayy;
beetheen, to be ashatned of the Savioar, and.

Mﬁm isito be ashamed of thut in- which
- pmeiurehs, and prophets, and holy men have:

gloried- sinde the foundation ef the worldy:
‘-'They.-enquifed, and searched dilrigently=—e
whiat the- spirit of Christ.which mmmm~~
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did sigrify, when it testified before hand the
safferings of Christ, and ttxc glory that should
ﬁnﬂow » o

© 3. We may infer from this doctrine that in-
dolence, or indifference in man is altogether
mexcuseable, when ‘¢ principalities and pow-
-ers” are soeager, and unwearied in exploring
the mysteries of redeeming grace. 'Fhey are.
" not.so immediately concerned in this scheme
aswe are. They have no guilt to be pardon-
ed, for they kept their first estate, and perfor-
med with sinless perfection their Creator's
will : They have no pollutions to be washed
away, for they appear witheut spet -before the.
shrone of God. 'They have immediate access
to his preserice, and enjoy the wnimterrupted
expressions of his love, and therefore do not
require a Mediator to introduce them. Be-
sides, ‘“these thrones, and deominions, and
‘primeipalities’” do not behold the #ord mani-
fested in their nature, or -expiating with his .
blood the crimés of their revolting tribes.—
“ God spared not-the angels that sinned, but’
cast'them down to hell,” and is reserving them:
in everlasting chaing wnder darkness until the
judgment of the great day. ™ Yet these sons
of God cordially acquiesce in his procedure ;-
they revere hispustice in‘executing vengeance |
on fallen amgels ; they adore his sovereignty -
if shewing mercy to fallen man ; they admire
his wisdom in effecting our recovery in-a con-
sistenice with the glory of all his perfections.
Fhey rejoice when, a sinner repenteth, and
they. all go forth either:alone or in bauds te’
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minister unto them that shall be heirs of sals
vation. Were pure, unembodied spirits vi-
sible to the eye of flesh, we might see these
“hosts of God now thronging our assembly, and
devoutly witnessing the solemmtms of ouf
worship. .

¢ Holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly .
calling,” how pleasing isthe reflection that we
are not alone' in doing homage to the Son of
God the Saviour of the world ; in expressing
our admiration at his love, and eur obedience.
to his command ? ¢ All the angels of God
wership him,”” and exult when we unite in of.
fering him the same reasonable service.—
‘While we are approaching the sacred festival,
that memorial of his dying love, a multitude.
of this scraphic hest attend us on the right.
hand and on the left : While we are receiving
with a firm faith, and ardent love, the bread
and the wine, and in them a crucified Redecem-
er as our portion and glory, they exult that
he did not come in vam, nor bleed, nor die
in vain ; they congratulate him, and rejoice
with each other that the Saviour sees in our
redemption *‘ the travail of his soul, and is sa-
tisfied :” While over the symbols of his body
and blood we renew the dedication of our aH.
to be for him, and subservient to the advance.
ment of his glory beth here, and hereafter
they fall before the throne, and exclaim, fhow
art worthy to recetve this ascription of honor,
-and thanksgiving, for thou wast slain, and hast
redeemed them to God by thy blood. Fellow
christians, is not-the thought transporting that
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these very angels ¢ who excel in strength,”
who are exalted in station, who are immacu.-
Jate in purity, who do the divine command-
~ ments, will be our companions forever in
contemplating;» and loving, and serving the
glorified Jesus ? No doubt they anxiously
. wait for the period when our minority shall
be past, and we shall attain to ‘¢ the stature
of perfect men :” when this contraction of
mind shall be done away, and our souls shall
expand to comprehend more fully the un-.
searchable riches of his grace ; when our af.
fections. avhich are often chilled, and fro-
zen, in this distant, dreary region, shall be
melted under the full beams of the sun of
righteousness ; when we shall see as they sec ;
love as they love; serve as they serve ; enjoy
as they enjoy, and tune our harps to the same
glevated notes with them. “ And I beheld,”
says John; ¢ and I heard the voice of many
angels round about the throne, and the. living.
creatures, and the elders.” The communion
of saints, and angels is intimate now, but it
will be inconceivaoly +more intimate, and en-
dearing  hercafter, when we avho are as yet
babes in. understanding ; who think, and
speak, and.act as chnldten, shall become “g-
qual to the angels ;" when we shall enter; to
g0 no more -out, the same palace of the ng
_Eternal, and surround .the same throne.—
¢ And the number-of them was ten thousand
titaes ten thousand, and thousands of thou.
sands : Saying with a loud voice—blessing,
and honcr, and glory, and power be unto him.

e ety | abden) £
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that sitteth upon the throme, and finto. the
Lamb forever and ever.”

Bear with me while I admonish you agam,,
that since angels are so eageg in prbrmg the
wonders of redeeming love, so%rdcnt in their
expressions of gratitude, we ought not to re-
main uuin;erested ; we In whose -nature the
Saviour appeared, whose sorrows he carried,
and for whose redemption he wasslain. As.
. pive with a holy diligence at knowing him
more perfectly, and loving him more ardent-
ly. ¢ He is fairer than the children of men;
yea, he is altogether lovely.” There is a pre--
ciousness in his person, in his offices, 'in his
promises, in his character, in his covenant,
which after the most diligent, successful re--
search of time and eternity cannot either be.
uttered or conceived. _Let every thing there. .
fore which reveals or recommends the lovely,
foving Saviour, his word, his ordinances, his
sacraments, his sabbaths, his ministers, bhis
children as bearing his image, be precious in
your esteem. Rejoice particularly in the re-
turn of our communien sabbath, and re-
member, brethren and sisters, that it is no or-.
dinary day ofrest; therefore we ought not to.
feel satisfied with the ordinary exercises of
admiration, or gratitude, or joy. We not.
merely commemorate the: resurrection of our-
dear Rede¢emer, but that decease which prece-.
ded his resurrection, and procured our own :
That death in which our victorious Lord con.:
. ferred honor on the law of his Father by bear-
ing its pcnalt) , mvaded in. the greatucss of his
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strength.the empire of hell, seiz¢d those prin-
.cipalities and powers which had combined a-
.gainst his glory, and our happiness, spoiled
them of their law/ful captives, chained them to
the wheels of his chariot, and although his
apparel was red with his own blood which
flowed in the arduous conflict, he came forth
. mighty to save. “These are the great events
exhibited for our contempiation in the ordi-
nance of the supper, of which we ought to
entertaina mournful, grateful recollection.
While we reflect with joy on Messiah’s tri.
“umph over sin, and satan, and death, and hell,
~our joy ought to be mingled with sorrow, and
-our glorying with humiliationwhen werealize
‘the amazing expence at avhich the victory was
-obtained. While we rejoice that he corquer-
.-ed, let us remember .that in conquering he -
* died; while ‘“ he put away sin” it was by the
-sacrifice of HIMSELF, by bearing those
sins in his own body upon the tree; while
-4 he redeemed us from the curse of the law,”
it was by being made “a curse for us;*’ while
“ he spoiled principalities, and powers,” our
confederated, implacable enemies, it was up-
on a cross that the battle was fought, and the
victory won-: These are truths not forgotten
in heaven, and they ought not to-be forgot-
ten or contemplated with indifference upon
earth. But I conclude that 'you may enjoy
an opportunity of seeing, and handling, and -
tasting in the institution ofthe supper that cru-
cified Saviour who has been set before you
in the message of reconciliation, May he
_ T '
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who was ¢ secn of angels;” whom they saw
in Bethlehem, in the wilderness, in the gar-
den, on the crdss, in the tomb, as he ASCCRa
ded, as he sits enthroned in the heaven of hea-
vens, be seen and enjoyed by you “in the
breaking of bread.”” While you are receiving
the symbols may the heart of every commu-
picant glow w:th his love, and may each of .
you be saying in holy exultation, ¢ my Lord,
and my God,” * Whom having not seen I
love: in whom although I see him not yet
belicving Irqoxce with joy unspeakable, and
{ull of glory.”

¢ Bless the Lord, ye his angels, that c*{cel
in strength ; that do his commandments, hear-

’kenmg unto the voice of his word : Bless ye

the Lord, all ye his hosts; ye ministers of
his that do his pleasure : Bless the Lord, .all
his works in all places of his dominions : Blebg
the Lord, O my soul.—AMEN,
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And he said unto them, go ye into all the world
and preach the gospel to every creature. .

THE general _diffusion of the gospel
among the nations is anevent frequently fore-
told, and absolutely promised in the oracles
of God. With all that majesty which so
eminently characterizes the poetry of the east,.
with a fervor of stile expressive of the extacy
of their souls, and with a confidence peculiar
to inspiration, did the Jewish prophets fore-
tell the wider extension, andincreasing glories
of Messiah’sreign.Not confining themselves to
a particular age,or to the posterity of Abraham
they embraced in their rapturous view, all pe-
riods of time, and all the kindreds of the na-
tions. ‘¢ It is alight thing,” says the evan-
gelic Isaiah, personating the everlasting Fa-
ther in his address to the Son as our Surety,
“ it is a light thing that thou shouldest be my
servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and
to restore the preserved of Israel: T will also
give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou
mayest be my saivation unto the end of the
earth.”  With equal transports of gratitude,
and admiration, and joy, did he anticipate the
period when Jehovah should be one, and his
pame oanc throughout the world ; when the
light of the knowledge of his glory long im-
prisoned, by the partition wall, within the.
limits of Pulestine, should burst beyond its

T2 ,
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narrow boundaries, kindle farther and wider,
and illumine with its radiance the remotest
corners of the earth. :
But, beloved in the Lord more . glorious
things are reserved for us. Those events
which to Enoch, to Abraham, to Isaiah, were '
only in prospect, we contemplate as fully re-
alized and accomplished. "The day of the
Son of Man they beheld afar off..  Elevated:
on the mount of inspiration, their eyes-caught
a few solitary rays refracted over the horizon,.
und feebly gilding the general gloom. Butlo !’
upon us the Sun of righteousness has actually
arisen.  On yonder skies we behold him ir-
vesistably ascending, amidst clouds of opposi--
tion, until he blazes in all the grandeur of
meridian glory. Jesus, the greatangel of the
covenant ; Jesus, the glorious antitype of the
Levitical economy ; Jesus, ¢ the desire of all
vatmns,” foreseen by the cye, and foreteld by
the'lip of ancient prophecy, has descended
from heaven and.tabernacled in our world.
Ia his birth, in his life, his death, his resuar-
rection and ascension, he amply confirmed
tiic truth of his mission, and evinced himself
to be the Messiah promised to the fathers. As
a proof that he was the Aighty God announ.
ced.by Isaiah, he produced miracles the most
zstonishing, causing ¢ the blind to see,” ¢ the
deaf to hear,” ¢ the lame to walk,” ¢ the
dead to arise:” as a proof that the gates of
paradise were re.opened for us, and the he-
liest of all made accessible by him, as ¢ the
way, the truth, and the life ;" ¢ the veil of
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the temple is rent in twain from-the top to the
bottom :” asa proof that he was the Saviour,
not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles,
the wall of partition,. separating’ between the
tribes of Abraham:and'of Adam, is cloven to
the ground, thie ensign of. the cross waves:
aloft to* the nations, and the soverelgn com-
mand is issued forth, -*“go ye into- all the
- world, and preach the gospel to every creature.

The great object of this society is to com-
bine our efforts for promoting the more gene-
ral diffusion of the gospel, and however un.
worthy a member I cheerfully seize this op-
portunity for stirring up your souls, and my
own, ardently to' persevere in the important
design. To all who have embarked in the
mxssxonary cause,and are duly impressed with
the magmtude of the enterprise, the following
queries must appear highly momentous :(— -
What are the peculiar principles of that gos-
pel which we are commanded to preach ?
» What is the extent of our commission ? What
is our obligation to prosecutethe undertaking?
Three queries which are obviously suggested
m the text, and pertinent to the present occa-
sion.

I. What are the peculiar principles of that
gospel which we are commanded to preach ?
It is unnecessary to enlarge, before this intel-
 ligent audience, on the different significations
of the term gospel, as empléycd in scripture.
‘Sometimes it is understood in a strict, limited
sense, and simply imports an assemblage of
absolute, unconditional promises; it is mere-
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ly a declaration of Jehovah's love to our pé-
rishing world ; and literally signifies “ good
tidings of great joy.””  Sometimes it must be
understood in a sense-more gencral, and com.
prehends the whole system of revelation.— -
"T'he Iatter is obviously its meaning in the pas-
sage submitted to consideration  Teo preach
the gospel, thereiore, is to unfold the various
doctrilies of revelation, according to their se-
parite importance, and their intimate connec-
tion 'with each other.  In discharging this du-
1y with fidelity, it is required, : )

1. That we proclaim the apostacy of all
mankind, and the ruin which necessarily suc-
ceeds, inconsequence of thew apostacy. - The
universal corfuption of human nature is at
once an essential and “an obvious principle of
our holy religion. In the light of revelation,
we behold the human family as ¢ all gone a-’
side 37’ as-* altogether become fikthy ;” 'as
¢« alienated from the life of God 3’ and “dead
in trespasses and sins.”” These. and similur
expressions, do not import the suspension of
natural life, but they express that’ statc of
guilt - and’ ‘condemnation in ‘which we are
born : they also teach us that the energies of
spiritedl life are totally destroyed ; that coms
munion with God, the fountain of rational fe.
licity, is ' wholly interrupted : that we arc dis-
Gualified for, and invincibly opposed unto all
that is morally, or spiritually geod. ¢ The
carnal mind-is énmity zgainst God, for it is
not subject to the law of Ged, neither indeed
can be.””  "This corruption of our mature was
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sensibly felt, and often deplored; by the more
contemplative among the heathen. The pas-
sions oti‘l pride, envy and'revenge, which broke
forth in- acts. of injustice,- oppression and vio-
lence ; not to mention war, which frequently
desolated nations,-and drenched the earth with
theblood of its inhabitants, were to them aw-
ful proofs that mankind had fallen from their
primitive purity. But although the fact, that
our race had degenerated; was undeniable, yet
the cause, by unenlightened reason,- reither.
was nor could be discovered.* This inter-
esting information,it was reserved for the gos-
pel to afford. With the lamp of revelation in.
our: hand we are conducted. up those ‘deadly
streams to the apostacy of our first parents,
as the source of our corruption- and woe.
“ By one man’s disobedience, many were
made sinners.”” ‘ By one man sin entered into
the world, and.death by sin ;: and- so death
assed .upon-all men, for thatall have sinned.”

. "The doetrine of our federal representation in
the first Adam, and of our condemnation
through his fall,. however mortifying to the
pride or offensive tu the wisdom of this world,
constitutes.an important part of the counsel
of God: It has uniformly been considered as
an. essential doctrine of the gospel, and as such
has been publicly avowed, and faithfully de-
fended by all,t in every age whose profession.

* * See Halyburton’s Insufficiency of Nat; Rel. chap. &
_ 1 For a short, yet satisfactory, vindication of the divine-

procedure; in the appointment of Adam our federal head,
and imputing his transgression to-our account, I refer:the
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has reflected honor on the christian name, or
whiose labors have promotéd the advantage of
the christian canse. ‘Whoever thou art, child
of Adamh, whatever be thy external condition;
however elevated in tank, ot -afluent in for-
tone, thou-art by nature a-child of wrath, am
heir of hell. ‘¢ There is none righteous, no
ot orie. - What thing soever the law saith, it
saith to them that are under the law ; that
every thouth may be stopped, and all the
world rivay become guilty befote God.”

But are we called to mourn as those who
have o hope ? Are we doomed to the melan-
dhaly exercise of contémplating the ruin of
tharikind, without atty prospect of arecovery ?
No. Glory to God ; although we have de-
stroyed ourselves, in Jehovah is our help. In
his wisdom hecontrived, in his power he ¢x-.
ecuted, and in his g¥ace revealed a method for
our reconciliation, a miethod by which he can
be just, and the justifier of the ungedly.

‘This is anothér doctrine of diviie revelation

reader to ¢ Meditations on the L,erd’s Prayér ; by Lord
Chief Justice Hale :”” A defence so candid, and avowed by -
a pérson of his ackhowledged integrity and literary emi~
nence, carries with it @ouble weight, and denrands dtleast.
serious reflection, from those who wantonly reject, &s ir-,
rational, the venerable doctrines of Christianity. He was
o firiest, who ought, as they supposé, to « tremble when'
their citadel isagsailed ;”* but a lay-man; and consequents
ly no farther interested in the vindication of this doctring,
than he felt contermed for the support of truth, and the
welfare of mankind. He was no implicit believer, who
tamely resigns the exercise of judgment, and receives his
principles from purental or priestly authority ; but a phi«
losoptter, a friend to free enqguiry, an eminent statesman,
and a civilian little inferior to any that ever adorned the
betich of his country. : *
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which it is our duty and glory to proclaim.
"The scriptures represent all the Aderable Per.
sons of the Godhead as equally concerned,
and susfaining their respective capacities, in
the economy of our redemption. Moved by
pure, unmerited mercy, the Father from eter-
pity made a sovereign amd absolute ehoice
of a portion of our family, whom he predes-
tinated to glory ? These he gave as an inheri-
tance. to hus eternal Son, becaming their sure-
ty and representative in the cevenant of grace.
There appears to have been a transaction aw-
fully solemn, between Jehovah the Father
and his Son at the concertion of this woendrous
plan, in a formal surrender of the elect by the
former, and their cordial reception by the lat-
ter. I know my sheep,” says the Divine
Redeemer, “ and am known of mine :» ¢ My
. Father which gave them me, is greater than
all.” . Do any ask what was the cause of this
‘choice? I reply, the sovereignty of Jehovah
was exclusively the cause. Sovereignty was
the cause why men were chosen in preference
to angels. Soverelgntv was the cause why
one man was chosen in preference to another.
All the grace manifested to the people of God
in time, as their' pardon, their conversion,
their adoption into the divine family, their per-
severance in holiness, and final introduction
to glory, is aconsequence of their being cho-
sen in eternity. These blessings are so many
rivulets of salvation, flowing from electing
love, as their benign, everlasting source.—
- Art thou, believer, highly favored above the
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rest of the world ? From a state of condem-
nation and wrath, hast thou obtained peace
and reconcillation ? ‘Once a stranger and fo-
reigner, art thou now constituted a child of
God, an heir of glory, and sweetly embolden-
‘ed by the spirit of adoption to cry, Abba Fa-
ther ¢ 1nstead of that consciousness of guilt,
those forebodings of destruction, which, like
arrows of the Almighty, shot throughnd
drank up thy very spirit, art thou dccasionally
refreshed with the smiles of his countenance,
~ with-blessed foretastes of those joys unuttera:
ble and -full of glory, which are at his right-
hand ? Thus thou art distinguished, being
chosen in Christ Jesus before the foundation of
the world. Not thine own excellence, but thy
Father’s good pleasure, was the moving cause.
¢¢ He hath saved, and called thee with an ho-'
ly calling, not according to thy -works, but
according to his own purpose ‘and grace, gi-
ven in Christ Jesus, before the world began.”

I have neither time nor “inclination, at-pre-
sent, to notice the various objections which
have been occasionally urged against thisscrip-
tural doctrine, The two following, however, -
so frequently, and confidently proposed, we
cannot pass altogether unnoticed.

The doctrine of election has-been represen-
ted as militating against the freedom of human
" agency ; as hampering the gospel-call, and
rendering the sinner’s acquiescence therewith, -
unwarrantable and presumptuous. This ob-
jection, however, does not really exist in the
doctrine, but is created by the ignorant or



SERMON VIII. 229

intentional misrepresentation of its opposers,
Salvation is not offered to any as predestinat-
ed, nor refused to any as passed by. Were
these the terms upon which the gospel offer
was made, there might be some foundation
for the cavil. The sinner in the language of
despair might reply, ¢ I possessno evidences
of being chosen from eternity, and thercfore
am ®inwarranted to accept of the remedy pro-
posed.” . On the contrary, Jesus, with his
unsearchable riches, is tendered to each hear-
er of the Gospel individually ; he is offeredto
all indiscriminately : to all, without any ex-
ceptions atising from age, rank, condition or
moral character. The invitation of the Gos-
pel is as absolute, as unhampered, as if the
decree of clection did not exist. Since there-
fore salvation is offered to all without excep-
tion, the refusal of any to acquiesce canriot a-
rise from the consideration that he is not elec-
ted, for thisis unknown to him-; but must
spring from the enmity of his heart against
. the Gospel. His incapacity for believing
proceeds not from his being passed by ; but
from that loss of moral principle and power
which he sustained by the fall. - .
Another objection not less triumphantly ur-
ged is, that the belief of absolute predestina-
tion leads to the rejection, or . at-least neg-
lect, of every ordinance and thus embol.
dens to continue in sin.: ¢ The purpose of
God,” itis argued, - is unalterable ; his will
is irresistible ; such as ave clected nrust ne-
cessarily be saved indcpendently. .of means, -
v,
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while the damnation of the rest is unavoida,
ble.”” These principles, ¢ that the purpose
of God is unalterable, his will irresistible ;
that the elect, and they only, will be saved,”
we readily acknowledge ; but the inference,

“ that therefore the means of grace are super;

seded,” we deny, as both unscriptural and
dangerous. It cannot consistently be main-
tained that this doctrine discountenance®the
use of means, Lecause the decree of election
is not presented unto us as the rule of our du-
ty, but the authority of God, speaking in
his word. Z'here he commands us * to give
diligence to make our calling and clection
sure ; 7 to ¢ work out our salvation with fear
and tremblmg > Butlet us appeal to facts,
and ascertain whether the cautious preaching
of this truth be attended avith this effect,
Wherc are the sanctuaries of public worship
- generally most crowded ? Where do the hear-
ers hang in trembling attention wpon the lips:
of the speaker? Where are their hearts appa-
rently sclemnized ? Where is every inferior
thought scemmgly absorbed in concern about
the weightier interests of etérnity ? In those
places, 1 am bold to affirm, where this and
other peculiar doctrines of the gospel, are
faithfully and judiciously " tanght. ¢ I am
sorry,” says an eminently faithful, and sucy
cessful servant of the cross, * that this doc.

_trine of election is so rarely taught; and I

am sure that it js not only the doctrine of
Christ and his apostles, but that the work of
the Gospel, in conversion of sinners and in the
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edification of saints, did prosper tore when
such doctrine was more commonly taught than
how.”’* o

Itis absurd to assert, ¢ that if elected we
shall be saved, therefore means arc superse-
ded,” because we are appointed to holiness as
".an indispensible prerequisite to.glory ? Duty
and privilege, the means and the end, are
comnccted intimately in the counsel of God,
‘We are indeed chosen absolutely to salvation ;
but no less absolutely o sanctification of the
spirit, and belief of the truth.

In conformity to that eternal transaction, by
which the Son of God was ordained the Me-
diator of the covenant, he in the fulness of
time, assuming the manhood into a personal
union withhis divinity, appeared irrour world,
and by obeying the precept and undergoing
the penalty of the law, ¢ brought in everlast-
ing righteousness.” This, my brethren, is
the substance and glory of the gospel : that
Jehovah the Son, Co-equal and Co-eternal
with the Father and the Holy Ghost in the
Divine Essence, assumed the character of
Jesus; that he was invested with our nature ;
that he was substituted in our federal room ;
that he sustained by imputation our iniqui-
ties, and by the effusion of his blood made an
actual and ample expiation for sin; these are
the principles which render the Gospel a
scheme woithy of God, wondrous to angels,
and pacifying to the awakened conscience.

* Traill’s Sermons, Vol. 2, page 32
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"To reveal Jesus in his person, his offices, his
rclations, and the sulvation which he bestows
is the chief design of Christianity. Do we
search the scriptures? ¢ They testify of
Christ.” Do wec consult the prophets ? ¢ To
him they all bear witness ¢ "Uhe testimo-
ny of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” Do
we meditate on the promises? They are a/f
yea and emen in our Lord Jesus Christ. Do
wc contemplate the Levitical Law in its com-
plicated, mysterious structure, its rites and
ceremonies, and sacrifices ? ¢ The Law.is a
school-master, leading us to Christ.”

In relation to the Son of God there are two
principles peculiarly prominent in the living
oracles, and which ought to be avowed first of
all in every discourse, whether at home, or a-
mong the heathen.

1. His necegsary, uncreated, underived di-
vinity. The God-hcad of Messiah may be
pronounced the corner-stone upon which the
fabric of redemption is founded. Waithout
this the gospel ceases to afford consolation to
ourselves, and by the savages to whem we are
attempting to proclaim it cannot be received
as a joyful sound. The sentiment may be un-
popular ; it may be branded as illiberal, yet,
supported by the word of God, I feel embol-
dened to utter it, that the prince of darkness
is as worthy of our communion, and our coun-
tenance, as the man who persists deliberately,
wilfully, and avowediy, todeny the deity of
our Lord. Thou art the Son ¢f God—thou
art the Holy one of God, are the confessions of

-
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Beelzebub to the glory of Jesus. Trueitis,
devils are his obstinate enemies. Implacably
they resist the progress of his kingdom : yet,

in our opposition to him, there is a colourmw
of malignity with which these apostate spirits
cannot possibly be charged. 'They never op-
posed him as their Saviour ; as clothed with
their nature, and appearing exclusively for the
purpose of their vede mptlon. ‘The finite mind
cannot expand to conceive the complicated
blasphemies, which are necessarily involved
- in the denial of this doctrine. It not only
charges the Father with inconsistence, who,
upon bringing his first begotten into the world,
says, let all the angels of God worship him :
It not only charges the Son with presumption,
who thought it no robbery to be eq..alwithGod ;

it not only gives the Holy Ghost the lie, who
has afforded the most pointed testimonies to
the Saviour’s godbead ; it not only charges
the angels with idolatry, who ascribe with a
loud voice, salvation to him who sitteth upon.
the throne ; but it infuses the wormwood of
perdition into the sweetest cup of christian
consolation. Expunge from the sacred page
that single truth, that Jesus, our surety, is Je-
hovah the Eternal, and you rob christianity. of
the Dbrightest Je\vel that adorns her crown :

you rob the christian of his comfort in life, of
his triumph in death, and of his confidence at
the tribunal ; our preaching becomes vain,
thy fith, O believer, also is vain, yea and we
are fozmd false witnesses of God. ‘T'he deity
and atonement of our Lord stand and fall to-

v 2
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gether. Could any, but he who is infinite in
his nature, communicate infinite merit to his
undertaking ? Could a being, who is not al-
mighty in power, sustair the hock of almigh.
ty wrath, and by one offering of himsclf, ex-
piate the guilt, not only of millions of persons,
but also of millions of transgressions in the
same persons, which are all infinite in malig-
nity ? Then might this hand grasp the occan,
or this arm wxcld the elements of nature.—
*“ The temporary sufferings of him who was
Lternal, could alone be a full compensation
for the eternal sufferings of those who are tem-
porary.”  Rejoice, O ahnstmn in the divini-
ty of thy Redeemer ! This is the name by-
which he is called, the Lord our righteousness.
He is dlstmguxsaed with cvery name, and per--
fection, and honor, and operation of God.—
He, w ho suffered as our Substitute, is the Fa-
ther’s Figual, and I'ellow, the brightness of his
glory, and the express image of his person.
* By him all things were (,rcated that are in
heaven and that are in earth, \lSlblC and invi-
sible, whether they be thrones, or dominions,
r principalities, or powers, all things were
created by him and for him.” A
\Vith the esscntial Deity of the Son of God
we ouqnt to connect, .

. His substitetion in our covenant room
as Ladmg doctrine of ourreligion. He uni-
formly acted in apublic capacity, as the fede-
ral Head of an elected world.  All that he did,
er endured, bore an immediate relation to his'
people.  Each instance of suffering that he
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underwent, from the blood of his circumcision
to the blood of his cross, is imputed to their
account, and secures their redemption from
wrath  Each act of obedience, which he per-
formed, from his assumption of our nature
till, at death, he exclaimed ¢ & finished, is
charged to them, and constitutes their title to
glory. 'To assert that the Redeemer stood in
any other capacity ; that he suffered merely
as a pattern of patience, as an example of he-
roism, or a martyr to the truth, is literally to
make his cross of none effect. It is to degrade
the oracles of God to a level with the alcoran
of Mahommed, or the shasters of the Bramin.
With equal propriety we might be directed to
believe in Paul, or Peter, or Apollos, for sal-
vation, as in the Son of God ; for they, du-
ring their lives, were noble advocates for the
truth, and at last sealed with the blood of mar-
tyrdom the doctrines they had taught.. But
the reality of his substitution in our covenant
room, of his vicarious sufferings, and of our
acceptance through a vicarious righteousness,
arc taught as clearly in the scriptures as lan-
guage can express them. < He was deliver-
ed for our offences, and rose again for our jus-
tification.”” He ¢ bare our sins in his own
body upon the tree, that we, being dead to
sin, might live unto righteousness. 'There
was an actual interchange of condition be-
tween Messiah, and his. ransomed. Their
transgressions were really accounted to him,
and constituted the procuring cause of his con-
demnation and sufferings. The Lord hath
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laid on him the iniquity of us all :” ¢ He hath
borne our griefs and carricd our sorrows :”’
On the other hand, his righteousness is im-
puted unto them, and procures their justifica-
tion and peace : ¢ There is no condemnation
to them who are in Christ Jesus :»* ¢ whom
God hath set forth to be a propitiation through
faith in his blood to declare his rightcousness
for the remission of sins.”

For the Holy Ghost, the third Person in
the Gedhead, is reserved the application of the
purchased redemption.  His oflice in the eco-
nomy of grace is not less important, nor less
clearly romtcd out, than those of the Father
and ofthe Soa. By his almighty energies he
raises from the death of sin, and imparts to the
soul principles of life immortal and divine.
“ It is the Spirit that quickencth.” Heis
exclusively the cflicient in the regeneration,
and sanctification of the soul. The children
of the kingdom are therefore represented as
being born of God, born of the Spirit ; begot-
ten again to a lively hope, by the wrzs/unv of
regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost.
It would be equally unnecebsarv and unsea-
sonable to notice the varied O]JJLCthnS, which
the pretended friends and avowed enemies of
the cross have alternately adduced against this
principle of the gospel.  Sufficient 1t is for all
modest enquirers after truth, that thus hath
Jehovah revealed, and had he not designed
that this doctrine should be both believed and
professed, he would not have taught it with
such precision by the lips of his apootles and
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prophets. All the characters by which man
is represented in his natural condition, and
the official titles by which the divine Spirit is
designated, concur to render this truth un-
questionable. 'Why is the former pronounced
to be ¢ without strength,” to be ‘‘ dead in
trespasses and in sins,” unless to shew that as
readily might the breathless corpse imbibe
‘the energies of life, and start from the tomb,
vigorous an healthful as the sinner, inde-
~ pendently of divine aid, put forth any spiritual
exercise or act ? Why is the change effected
by the first communication of gracious prin-
ciples, called a *“ new birth,” a * new man,”
‘a *“ regeneration,” unless to manifest that as
we are not the cause of our natural, we neither
are, nor can be, the cause of our spiritual ex-
istence ? Why is the Spirit Jehovah entitled
the spirit of faith, of love, of patience, of re.
" pentance, unless to prove that by his agency
upon the heart these graces are produced-and
perfected ? ¢ By grace are we saved through
faith, and that not of ourselves ; it is the gift
of God.” With the rod of revelation the mi-
nister of the gospel may smite the rock of the
human heart, but the power of God only can
make the waters of repentance to flow forth.
Like the prophet, we may descend into the
valley of vision ; with decp concern we may
contemplate the dry benes scattered around ;
travailing as in birth for their re-animation,
we may cry, “ O yedry bones, hear the word
of the Lord ;” but the energising breath of
God must breathe upon them before the ska-
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king will take place : “ before bone will comé
to his bone, and sinew to his sinew, in the
new creation.”’ ,

We might enumerate a variety of other
truths which constitute an essential part of the
Gospel ; but we proceed to the

II. Second enquiry, Which is the extent
of our commission ? ,

This is written in terms the most compres
hensive, the most unlimited, anqg is addres:-
sed fo every creature. :

First. It respects sinners indiscriminately
who hear the word of reconciliation ; persons
of every character and condition. No excep--
tion is made in the everlasting Gospel ; no
terms are introduced to hamper the general
call or discourage the sinner from complying ;
ho _qualifications are specified; as repentance
for former sins, or reformation of conduet,
as prerequisite to our acceptance of the great
salvation. Jesus with the boundless plenitude
of his covenant, with his blood to atone, his
righteousness to justify, his grace to sanctify
and qualify for glory, is proposed uncondis
tionally. In my master’s name, and by his
divine appointment; I offer to each individual
within these walls a free salvation. Are you

‘diseased ? Jesus, whom I proclaim, is an in«
finite physician.  Are you defiled? He is
made of God senetification. Are you spiritus
ally naked, stript of thut attire of innocince
which once adorned our nature ? He has a
robe of righteousness and garments of sclvation
to bestow. - Are you impotent, and unable-
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to believe ? He is the ¢ author and finisher
of our faith,” Unable to repent? ¢ He is
exalted to give repentance and remijssion.”
‘Are you dead in trespasses aad sins ? Jesus,
avhom I proclaim, ¢“1s the resurrection and
" the life.” ‘The very dead he makes to hear
his voice and live. ILet not the recollection
of former crimes, of deliberately persevering
in sin, of wilfully rejecting the invitations of
the Gospel, . or resisting the monitions of the
Holy Ghost, discourage you from accepting
the offered atonement. éis love, O singer,
" is boundless as his being ; his grace Is an o-
cean without bottom, without shore. None
are this moment elevated higher in the climes
of bliss, none are filled with greater exstacies
of joy, none pour forth louder acclamations
of praise to the aythor of their salvation, than
those who were once plunged deepest in per-
dition. Often, often, has a sovereign Jeho-
vah chosen the rudest stones in pature’s quar-
ry, polished them with his grace, and reared
them up on his building of glory, ¢ His arm.
is not yet shortened that it cannot save.”
The commissjon, however, is still more
comprehensive, and extends to all the nations
of the earth. Nothing is more obvious, from
ancient prophecy and the writings of theapos-
tles, than the final introduction of cvery kin-
- fred, and tongue, and people to the privileges
- of the gospel. Messiah is exhibited under

charatters the most general, as the seviour of
all men, the desire o/{g all nations, a propitiation
for the sins of the whole world.. Imagesin na-
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ture the most significant, are employed to
shadow forth both the extent, and the perpe-
tuity of his kingdom. It is compared to a
ain of mustard-seed, which akthough in it.
sclf almost imperceptibly small groweth into
a tree, so that the fowls of the air lodge in its
branches ; to a stone cut out of the mountains
without hands, which should gradually ex. .
tend, should at length fill the whole earth,and
remain forever. Although the gospel had
long been partial in its spread : Palestine be.
ing the only country enlightened with its glo-
ry, and the posterity of Abraham the exclu-
sive recipients of its blessings ; yet now ¢ all
the ends of the world shall remember and
turn unto the Lord, and all the kindreds of
the nations shall worship before him. They
that dwell in the wilderness shall bow before
him, the kings of Tarshish, and of the isles
shall bring presents : the kings of Sheba and
Seba shall offer gifts, yea all kings shall fall
down before him, all nations shall serve him.
This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached
in all the world, for a witness to all nations,
and. then shall the end* come.” )

»

* If by the end here mentioned, with Bishops Newton,
Hurd, and other judicious commentators, we understand
the everthrow of Jerusalem, there cannot possibly be a
more luminous argument for the authority of prophecy,
nor a more encouraging argument for us to persevere in
our undertaking. The prediction, in its varied parts, re-
ceived an accomplishment, no less minute than if it had
been a literal history of events which had already cccur.
red. ¢ It appears, indeed,” observes the former of these
writers, ¢ from the history of the church, that before the
‘destruction of Jerusalem, the Gospel was preached not on-
ly in lesser Asia, and Greece arnd Italy, the great thea-

A}
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III. Our obligation to attempt the more
general propagation of the Gospel was our
third enquiry, and now invites our attention.
I might mention the explicit command of the
great God éur Saviour: * go ye into all the
world and preach the gospelto every creature ;
teach all nations, baptizing in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy-
Ghost.” Does not this command as proper-
ly belong to us ; is it not as absolutely binding
on us, as onthe apostles, whose ears heard
it audibly from the lips of their present Lord ?
I might observe, that it receives an addition-
al obligation from the awful- solemnity of his
immediate departure, No sooner had Zion’s
King instructed his disciples in the things
that concerned the future interests of his

tres of action then in the world; but was likewise propa-

ated as far northward as Scythix, as far southward: as

thiopia, as far eastward as Parthia and India, as far
westward as Spain and Britain. How imnprobable, and to |
all human appearance, impossible was it that a few poor
fishermen, and such inferior, illiterate persons, should -
propagate and establish a new reiigion in soshort a space
of time, throughout the world ; doubtless it was not man’s
work, but God’s ; and from the same divine Spirit pro-
ceeded both the prophecy and the completion.”’—Disseit.
on Proph. vol. i. page 409, 419. Correspondently with
this Bishop Hurdeloquently remarks, * Against all appear«
ance the success followed. In le:s than half a century the
sound of the Gospel went into all lands, and within three
centuries from the death of Christ, Christianity ascended
the imperial throne, and had the utmost parts of the earth
for her possession.”’—Lec. on Proph. vol. i. page 199. Con-
templating success so unexpected and astonishing, Zion
may ardently exclaim, What hath the Lord swrought !
she may triumphantiy add, What is he not still able to ef-
Sece ! Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings he can.yect
ordain strength, for the boundless diffusion of his Gosfred:
-Jehovah hasten it in his time ! '

: - w
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church and issued the royal mandate, prcaoh
the gospel to every creature, than lo ! he is
parted from them: making the cherub his car
and the cloud kis pavillion, he ascends on
high, and enters his glory, to return no more
* until the restitution of all things ! I might
add, as another circumstance heightening
our obhgatlon to activity in promoting the
extension of his gospel the constraining in-
fluence of redeeming love. * We know the
grace of the Lord Jesus, that though he w as
rich, yet for our sakes he became poor, that
we, thr01wh hispoverty, might be made rich.*?
The degladatlon and the suﬁlrmgs of the.Son
of God in the room of his people _impose on-
them an eternal obligation for zeal in his cause.
e has thereby set us an example that wc
should follow his footsteps. Can we contem-’
plate the immensity of his grace, in yeiling
the grandcur of the God in the meanness: of
the man ; the obscurity of his birth, that the
arbiter of worlds was born i in a manger ; the
poverty of his life, that the heir of all things
had not where to lay his head ; Ihc mmgled
jgnominy and agony of his cross ; can we con-
template thcse, unawed with astonishment,
uninflamed with gratitude and love ? ¢ Be-
hold what maoner of love is this !’ What fi-
-nite mind can smvey its infinite dlmcns,ons !

¢ AV here roll my thoughts
¢ To rest frorn wondets ! Othex wonders tise,
¢ And strike where’cr tilev roll ; my soul is caught :
¢ Heaven’s sovereign blessings clusteri ing from the cross
¢« Rush on her in a throng and close her round,
¢ The pris'ner of amaze.”
£ What heart of stone but glows at thoughts like theee 7
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‘The verv carth, that felt the pangs of disso-
fution, and shook to her centre ; the rocks
that were rent ; \he graves that were opened ;
the dead who arose ; the sun who veiled him.
seif in darkness, rebuke our insensibility and
sloth. But we shall confine our attention to
the two following considerations, obligating
us to disinterested zeal in this eause :

1. A concera for the glory of God. True.
it is, his operations, both in creation and
providence, illustriously display his infinite
perfections : * ‘I'he heavens declare the glory
of God,” and the firmament sheweth his
handy work ; day unto day uttereth speech,
and night unto night sheweth knowledge 2
Every object around us is instamped legibly
with the charaeters of divinity ; all the varied
orders of being, whether animate eor inani-
mate, from the minutest reptile crawling
upon the earth, to that blazing orb which
rolls majestic along the heavens, proclaim the
isdom, the benignity and grandeur of their
Great Creator.  These have afforded to every
nation under heaven, convincing proofs of
the divine existence and perfections. Con-
templating the sun which sheds light and fer-
tility on the earth, the moon that with her
milder radiance gilds the evening gloom, or
the cemet ranging stupendous through the
trackless void, the savage wanderer of the
woods, no less than the lettered inhabitant of
e village, have acknowledged their Author
to be divine.  Yet, it is reserved for the gos-
pel to exhibit the most -illustrious, the most
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astonishing display. ¢ The Lord God hath
magnified his word above all his name.” On
the page of inspiration his holiness, his jus-
tice, his grace and condescension, perfec-
tions which his other works revealed obscure-
1y, are legibly and luminously inscribed.
Here he is revegled as ¢ the Lord, the Lord
God merciful and gracious :” as the God of

~love, of peace, of paticnce and eonsolation - as.

a * Father to the futlierless, and mérciful e-
ven to our unrighteousnesses,” through the
atonement of his son. ¢ Here that immacu-
tute purity which cannot look upon sin, and
that astonishing love which cannot behold the
ruin of a sinner, are awfully displayed : the
majesty of the divine government is sustain-
ed, and the rigor of the law fulfilled : justice
is satisfied, mercy, without restraint and with-
out.measure, flows upon our guilty world.”
In the gospel exclusively,is brought to hu-
man view that mystery of condescension and
grace, ¢ God manifested in the flesh ;°? ¢ the
express image of Jehovah made of no reputa-
tion.” This, my brethren, may justly be
pronounced the glory that éxcelleth. A God
invested with our feeble nature ; sustaining,
by imputation, our transgressions ; ?xpiring
as a sacrifice for our sins, is a subject into
which ¢ angels desire to look ; a subject,
whizh to angels themselves, must remair. for-
‘ever unexplored. But, alas ! my brethren,
are there not myriads of our race, by whom

the attributes of God as illustrated in the gos--

pel, are unadmired, unknown ? Nations,
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eountless as the stars of heaven, inhabit this

globe, who have “ neither heard his fame nor

seen his glory “ They are become vain in
their imaginations, and have changed the glo--
ry of the incorruptible God mto an image

made like to corruptible man.” With rude

admiration, they gaze on the natural sun—
breaking from the east, and kindling day a-

round them, but their eyes have never be-

held the sun of righteousness, whose benign

glories dissipate the more malignant gloom of
spiritual darkness.  Often have their ears

been shocked with the voice of God speaking

terribly in the carthquake and the thunder,
but have never been saluted by his still small
voice in the word of reconciliation. They

feel some sense of obligation to him in whom
they live, move, and have their being : but, a-

las! his glory they give to others, even to

gods of their own creation.

With a concern for the glory of God, we
may connect asa second obhgatxon for preach.
ing the gospel, compassion for our fellow
mortals, Sympathy for an object in distress,
and a painful solicitude for its relief, are e-
qually dignified and general eharactenstrcs of
human nature. VVho, that rolls in affluence,
can deliberately witness a fellow mortal perish-
ing with hunger, and not minister a pittance
to his wants ? Who, possessed of the common
feelings of humanity, could coolly view a fel-
low creature shivering in the blast of winter,
_without endeavoring to afford him seasonable
"rclxef ? But a thousand, theusand fold more

w2
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pitiable is the spectacle here exhibited to oug
view. Not the body merely ; it being pe-
rishable in its nature, its miseries, however
exquisite, are but of momentary duration ; it
isthe soul, the precious, never, never dying
soul, which claims our compassion and our
aid. Do not your hearts melt within you
while your eye rolls over that western wilder-
ness ? There you behold millions of your fel-
low mortals ¢ perishing without vision ;’ they
are often stung with remorse , for guilt,
but strangers to that Jesus whose blood speaks
reconciliation and peace. They are whelmed
occasionally with apprehensions of approach.
ing ruin ; but ignorant of that Jesus who re.
deems from the wrath to come. Hark ! from
the dark thickets of yonder forest, a voice
breaks upon my ear ! ¢ Come over, ye ser-
vants of the most high God that teach the way
of salvation, come over and help us. Are
we not your brethren by nature, sprung from

the same common Parent, and involved by.

transgression in the same condemnation and
woe ?”’ Ah, beloved, we are verily guilty con.
cerning these our brethren, in that we have
seen the.anguish of their souls, and have not
relieved them ! Turning our faces towards

the west, with apparent carnestness, we have

cften prayed, be ye converted, be .ye saved ;
Lut where are the monuments of our zeal for
thcgr conversion and salvation ? Shall we re-
main any longer unmoved by the cry of their

miseries ? Can they, to whom their own sal-.

vation is their chief concern, be aitogether

W
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unconcerned about the salvation of others ?
. Is it possible that any who have tasted that
the Lord is gracious, who have felt those joys
unutterable, which overflow the soul under
the assurance of his love, is it possible for
such to read that awful declaration, Ae will
pour his fury upon the heathen, and yet refuse
. their substance, refuse their service, for con.
veying to them the glad tidings of reconcilia.
tion ? Let none deliberately mock the Most
High, or wantonly insult their misery, by ad.
vising us * to leave the work to holy Provi.
dence ; that God will extend relief to themin -
his own time.” Jehovah it is true worketh,
but it is equally true he worketh- by means.
- The gospel has never yet been propagated by
miracle. As far as its joyful sound has extend.
ed through the earth, it has unvaryingly been
effected through the intervention of means,
Must the Eunuch be savingly enlightened in
the knowledge of thetruth? Philip is dispatch.
ed to preach to him Jesus. Must the Sama.®
ritan woman be instructed in the doctrines of
salvation ? "The Son of God must needs pass
through her region. -Is Cornelius, the Roman
centurion, to be proselyted to the christian
faith ? Peter is employed as the instrument of
his conversion. Are the people of Macedo.
nia to be visited with the gospel of peace ?
Paul is addressed by the vision, come over
and help us. '
The improvement of this doctrine is not
less interesting than it is obvious.
1. We are encouraged amidst opposition,
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however inveterate, to persevere in our pres
sent undertaking. The design of evangeli-
zing the pations is not the sudden sally of
enthusiasm : it is not the delusive dream of
the visionary ; then it might possibly evapo-
rate with the moment. No, it is the cause of
Jehovah, and must invincibly prevail.  While
his sovereign command, preach the gospel to
every ereat.re, authorizes us to proceed ; his
inviolable promise ensures both support arnd
success : ““ Lo, } am with you always even
unto the end of the world.” v

A thousand prophecies relative to the spread
of the gospel, and the conversion of the hea.
then, yet await their. accomplishment. ¢ In
the place where it was said unto them, ye are
not my people, there they shall be called the
sons of the living God : All the ends of the
worldeshall remember and ternunto the Lord,
and all the kindreds of the nations shall wer-
ship before him.”” Amidst prospects so glo-
rious, what eye does not sparkle with joy 7
What heart does not beat high with expecta-
tion? ¢ Let Zion rejoice, let the children of
Judah be glad,” for yet a little while and their
king shall extend unlimited the honors of his
reign. * Sing unto the Lord a new song, and
his praise unto the ends of the carth’; ye that
go down to the sea and all that is therein the
isles and ‘the inhabitants thereof. Let the
wilderness and the cities thereof lift up theiwr
voice, the villages that Kedar deth inhabit :*
thou inhabitant of the rock sing, shout from
the top of thy mountain, for ere long shall the

i
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light of salvation dart joyous upon thy dreary
abode.
Come, beloved in the Lord, let us awake
from our security ; let us shake off the le-
thargy of former years; let our exertions
hereafter bear some proportion to the magni-
tude of our enterprize, and our assurance of
success. Does the enemy of the cross ea-
gerly seize and industriously circulate, what-
ever tends to the dishonor of the Son of God ?
Shall we be less active in diffusing the gospel
of his glory ? To glut the avarice or gratify
“the ambition of their imperious masters do not
the minions of despotism brave opposition ?
Do they not encounter the perils of the ocean;
submit to the fatigues of the wilderness, laugh
at the glittering spear, and rush unmoved on
death arrayed in tenfold horrors ; and shalt
we, who have enlisted as good soldiers under
Jesus, the great captain of salvation ; we,
who profess to have imbibed his Spisit, who
endured ‘the cross and despised the shame
we, whom he redeemed from the curse by
enduring that very curse in our room ; we,
for whom at the expense of his blood, he pro-
gured an inheritance incorruptible,and crowns
of glory that never fade away : shall we be-
tray less ardor and zeal ? Carelessly can we
fold our arms in sloth, or basely shrink from
opposition, when our Captain waves aloft his
standard, and calls aloud to follow on ? O, my
brethren, to all the boasts of modern infideli-
ty, let us not afford. the additional triumph,
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that the friends of Zionare cold and uncos--
cerncd about her interests.

Let none dare to discourage us by multi-
plying objections. I repeat the declaration,
the design of evangelizing the nations is the
cause of God, and must invincibly prevail.
Do any ask, where is your authority, what is
your warrant for interfering with the religion
of the heathen unsolicited, unexpected ? 1 re-
ply, the commission, instamped with the sig-
nature of Zion’s King, is this moment spread
toour view : Preach the gospel fo every crea-
ture. Do any ask where are your missiona-
ries ; whom will you send ; who will embark
for you in an enterprize so dificult, so hazars
dous ? Ireply, that with Jesus Jehovah is the
residue of the spirit.  In him all the fullness
of the god-head dwells bodily ; and he can
easily raise up evangelists, pastors and apgs-
tles, sons of thunder, sons of consolation, as:
the necessities of Zion require. Do any ask
where are your reseurces for supporting ex.
pences so great as a mission to theé heathen
must naturally incur ; yeur friends are few in
number, most of them inaffluent in condition ?
We reply, that ereation is our master’s and
the fulness thereof. 'Fhe gold and the silver
are his, the cattle on a thousand hills are at
his disposal ; his servants, therefore, he can
send forth, if he chooses, without money,
without scrip, without purse, and not sufter
them to lack. Seorner ‘shall the ravens of the
wilderness minister to their wants, or yonder
cloud pour down manna for their supply, than
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the purposes of God come short of their ac-
comphshment Do any further ask, if mis,
sionaries were furnished, if funds equal to the-
expense were collected, is there a probability,
or cven a possibility -of success? Are not the
Indians rovmg in their habits, enveloped in
ignorance, drenched in superstition ? I reply,
with God nothing is impossible ; ‘the most
unsettled his grace can arrest ; the most be.
nighted it enlightens; the most stubborn it
cﬂcctmﬂy subdues ; the rude rover of the
wilderness, no less than the politer citizen of
Athens, or of Rome it ¢ can turn from idols,
to serve the ljiving God.” We reject as un-
worthy a reply that popular objection, that
the time is not come, the time that the Lord’s
house should be built. Thus saith the Holy.
Ghost; “BEHOLD! NOW IS THE AC.
CEPTED TIME."
. Qaly believe, and your eyes shall yet see
the salvation of our God. Read, ye thatdes.
pond in the prospect ofour present difficulties,
read the triumph of his church in former pe-
riods of the world. At the command of théir
covenant God, Israel, crushed by oppression,
dlslmartened by _dmappomtment,, suddenly re-
vive : swell beyond the chain of their capti-
vity; and march forth from Egypt joyful and
wictorious. Aliernately were the laws of na-
ture suspended and reversed to subserve their
deliverance, aod -thejr defence. Have you
never read of that host of God who ¢ through
faith subdued kingdomts, wrought righteous..
ness, obtaincd promises, stopped the mouths
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of lions, quenched the violence of fire, esca-
ped the edge of the sword, out of weakness
. were made strong, waxed valiant in fight,
and turned to flight the armies of the aliens ?”
Behold, again, the apostles of the Lamb, few
in number, mean in condition, ~unskilled in
worldly policy, unaided by worldly power,
with no sword but the sword of the spirit, with
no shield but the shield of faith, they go on
conquering and to conquer. No sooner is
the trump of the gospel blown by this spiritu-
al priesthood, than lo ! the walls of supersti-
tion totter on their base, every idol sinks to
the ground, and men of all kindreds and all
characters, crowd to the standard of the cross,
Abashed for his former unbelief the Jew rap-
turously exclaims, lo, 1 have found the Mes-
siah of whom Moses in the law, and the pro-
phets did write ! Convicted of his folly, the
Gentile starts from his image, where he blind-
ly knecled, and bows in homage to the Son
of David, as his Saviour and King. ¢ Who
hath heard such things, who hath seen such
things ? The earth brought forth in a day, -
and a nation was born at once ; for assoon as
Zion travailed, she brought forth her child-
ren.” Hitherto hath the Lord of hosts per-
formed his promises, and hath he now lost
power to redeem ? Is his arm unnerved by
the shock of opposition, or fatigued by repeat-
ed exertions ? Justly might he admonish our
unbelief with the ancient rebuke, O thou of
little faith, wherefore dost thou doubt !
2. From a variety of appearances in Provi-

SERMON VIIL.
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dence, are we not encouraged to hope that
these prophecies are hastening to a fulfilment ?
Fatigued with her former confinement, Zion
begins to stretch forth her arms ; and com.
plain, * The place is too narrow for me, give
place to me that I may dwell : bring my sons
from afar, and my daughters from the ends”
of the earth.” Exertions the most unexam-
pled, exertions the most disinterested, are
making for the more general. diffusion of the
Gospel Forgetting each inferior distinction ;
nobly crucifying that unsecial, unchristian
spirit, which rall.es around the standard of
party, so hostile to the glory of Christ, and
‘repugnant to the genius of his Gospel, chris.
tians of different denominations are now con-
centrating their efforts towards one great de-
sign. 'This-day we are assembled to com.-
memorate a new ara in the annalsof the Chris-
tian world. A wonder indeed ! Professors
of various communions, once torn by religi-
ous faction, each meditating the aggrandize- -
ment of their own party, rather than the hon-
our of their common Redeemer; whose pre-
tended zeal for the Lord of hosts evaporated
too much in rancorous reflections upon each
other, now associate together: they sit as
brethren in the same assembly: with one
mouth glorify God, and with one mind deli-
berate onthe means of enlarging his kingdom.
The witling may deride our union as mere
folly, or as the collusion of priests for promo-
ting the reign of superstition ; the snarling
bigot may represent it as a conspiracy against
: X
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the truth, and a fearful stride to lati:udinari-

anism ; but confident’lI am, that he who hath
wroug.,ht this whicli you both hear and see, is
the Holy Ghost. While I look around this

large assembly ; while I recognize our unity

of design, and harmony of mcasure ; while f
mark that solicitude which heaves in every
breast, and solemnizes -every countenancc,

my imagination involuntarily transports mc

to that memorable occasion, when, on the day
of Pentegost, the disciples with one accoxd
waited for the promise of the Father, in the
effusion of his Spirit. Thou Breath of the
Lord, that as a rushing wind descended up-

on them LUlow.mightily en cur asscmbly.

Tach heart tuflame with an apostohc enthusi-

asm ; each tongue ecndaw with an eloquct.ce
divine to proclaim to the stranger and the fo-

reigner,the wonders of Messiah’s grace! Hail,

all hail, ye, whom zeal for the .Lord of Hoats,
and compassion for pcnshmg mortals, have
prompted to similar exertions ! However re-
mote in resxdence, or different in name, of
whatever clime .of the earth, or kindred of the
nations you may .be, our -bosoms. glow to-
wards you with the affection of brethren ; Qur
arms are_extended to embrace you as work-

ers together with ourselves in the Gospel of
cene cocmmon Lord. . Jehovzh the Spirit bless

you abundantly, and cement you more and.

‘more : By the liberal effusion of his influence
:mey he preserve your union as lasting as its
.objects are unportant andglorious. ¢ Zlon s

Jvaichmen are seeing e)e 0 eyc :” Blessed
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pledge of the more blissful period when the
Lord shall be oneyand his name one throughe
out the world.> o

A variety of othér events in Providence
might be mentioned, leading us toexpect the

speedy ingathering of the Gentiles: The ge-

neral shaking of the mations is held forth in
scripture as the: forerumner ef the coming of
him- who is the desire of all nations. God has
also forewarned us that he would previously
pour out his fury upon the seat of the beast
and is not this prediction already accom-
plished in part. Fhe vials of divine wrath
have lately been emptied forth, and lo ! the
smoke of his torment ascendeth ! One circum.
stance; however, appears peculiarly hopeful
for the heathen, which I tremble to mention !
the increase and effrontery of infidelity among
ourselves. Itis a part of the divine proce-
dure, at once mysterious and awful, that he
makes trial of individuals and natioens ; he af-
fordsto them for a season the ordinances of his

race, but if these be unimproved, he trans-
‘f;ers them to others : thus were the Jews at
first rejected, and the Gentiles introduced ta
the privileges of the Gospel ; thus the church-
es of Asia, where the power of godliness so
eminently flourished, owing to their apostacy,
are now utterly forsaken ; the candlestick of

ordinances is removed, and the dew of the’

Holy Ghost altogether suspended. Tracing
the movements of Providence, in former a-
ges, and comparing our present cordition
with that of other Christian naiioms, whed

I



256 SEPMON VIII.
their judgment began we are filled with the
_mingled emotions of terror and joy ; of terror
for ourselves, and of joy for the heathen.
That lamp, the glorious Gospel, which has
_long shone neglected in our abodes; which
through the foui exhalations of the pit begias
to glimmer, and threstens to expire, a right-
eous God may suddculy snatch from our en-
joyment, and fasten in the durk places of the
carth.  Already have our spiritual judgments
obviously commenced. Rarely has infidelity
assumed a more effrontful air. Many that
were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus
and early instructed in the principles of his re-
ligion, have openly renounced their profes-
sion. They imagine their talents can be
consecrated to no Detter or nobler purpose,,
than the derision of cvery thing sacred. By
a bold denial of his gospel, and renunciation
of their baptisimal engagements, they trample
tnder foot the Son of God ; account the blood
of the covenant, with which he was sanctified,
an unholy thing, and do despite to the Spirit
. of Grace.” Ifany such are prescnt, with all
the fidelity of Jehovaly’s messenger, 1 would
embrace this opportunity to warn them of
their danger. ‘The experiment of avowedly
rejecting the great salvation must be consi-
dered at least as hazardous Have you deli-
berately weighed the awful import ofthat de-
claration, ‘ If any man be ashamed of me and
“my gospel, of him shall the Son of Man be
ashamed, whenhe comes in the glory of his
Futher, and with the holy angels.” Where
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wilt thou' stand, ¢¢ thou baptized infidel, thow
washed to fouler stain,”” where wilt thou stand.
when yonder heaven shall reveal thy judge,.
in the full blaze of his glory ? Can thy heart
endure when the very elements of naturc shall
melt before the lightnings of his indignation ?-
Whither wilt thou flee for help, when the
hills and the mountains, to which.a blind des-
pair may hurry thee,shall start aside, and leave
~ thee a defenceless prey to his thirsting sword ?
The apostate angel may palliate his doom, by
pleading ¢ that no redemption was procured.
for him ;" the savage of the wilderness may
lessen his condemnation; by pleading ¢ that
the Saviour was never offered to him ;”” but
no circumstance, thou gospel despiser, can be:
suggestedito soften the horrors of thy damna-
tion. That declaration' from: the lips of the
affronted Saviour, [ called and ye refused, must
shut thee up in sullen andsilent despair. Be:
not deceived, my beloved: hearcrs, let none:
consider these as imaginary terrors that shall
never be realized: - Oy no! as certainly as my
voice' now vibrat:s- upon your ears, shall the
arch' angel’s trump thunder the summons a-
~long the tomb, awake, arise,ye dead, and come
fo judgment. Let none regard these represen--
tations as magnified, in o:der to excite unne-
cessary fears, or to startle the timid and the
weak. O, no! As faras the drop of water is
surpassed by the infinite ocean, so far will the
terrors of that day rise above the efforts of de-
scriptiom. ¢ The kings of the earth, and the
great men, and the rich men, and the chicf
X2
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captains—shall hide themselves in "the dens
and in the rocks of the mountadins, and cry to
the mountains and rocks, full on us, and hide
us from the face of him that sitteth on the
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb ; for
the great day of his wrath is come, and who
shall be able to stand 2”7 Acquaint now your-
selves with him and be at peace. - This day
is the great God renewing his overtures of
mercy. He isin Christ reconciling the world
unto himself, not imputing their tx-esp”tsscs :
"Fouch the sceptre of his mercy ; improve the
sacrifice of his Son, and “though your sins Le
as scarlet, they sha]l be white as snow; though
they be redlike crimson, they shallbe as wool.”
3. From these words are suggested the
doctrines upon which, in preaching the gos.
pel, we ought principally to dwell.  Wheth-’
cr at home, or among the heathen, let it be
our first concern, to fasten upon the sinner’s
conscience, a conviction of his natural degen-
eracy. Letusexibit to him, in the mirror of
divine revclation,his real though fearful coun-
terpart, his guilt, his corrupiton, his uttcr in-
ability, by any strength of his own, to emerge
from his wretchcdmss, and -“thus prostrate
him submissive at the feet of sovereign mer-
cy. Whence arises the bold invasion that has
lately been made upon the doctrines of grace,
which havé constituted in all ages the bul-
wark of christianity ; the qeneral opposition
toourelection by the F ather’slove, our justifi- -
eation by a vicarious nghteousness imputed,
our. mstatcment in the covenant, and progres-
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_sive sanctification, by the operations of the
Holy Ghost ? It proceeds principally, if not
entirely from ignorance of our original depra- -
vity. He who acknowledges the apostacy of
mankind, who acknowledges that by the de-
merit of this apostacy we have forfeited eve-
ry claim upon the divine favor, must alsoac-
knowledge that if all are recovered, this reco-
very must be purely of grace; if a part only
are restored, undeserved mercy is manifcsted
to them, but not the least injustice done to
the rest. . To the conscience awakened with
a sense of guilt and trembling under appre-
hensions of divine wrath, it becomes us to
proclaim a crucified Jesus, as the only reme-
dy. There is no redemption from the curse,
but through the application of his blood :
There is no title to the heavenly inheritance,
but by the imputation of his righteous.
ness.. Some who make pretensions to supe-
rior attainments in divine things, have sug-
gested the propriety of carefully concealing in

“our addresses to the heathen, the peculiar
doctrines of christianity, and of adopting in
their room a system of rational religion. They.
suppose that by this accommodatmg princi-
ple, we should arrest their attention, prepos-
sess their affections, and probably succeed in
their conversion. This method should it e-
ventually prove successful, would literally be.
making their faith, to rest not on the power.
of God, but in the wisdom of men. It would
as a writer justly observes, be ¢ heatheniz-
ing ourselves, instcad of Chrisiianizing the



260 SERMON VIII.

heathen  But however, plausible these insf-

nuations appear in theory, in fact they are no-

toriously false.. The artless, unaffected doc-

trines of the cross, bave ever triumphed in
the conversion of sinners : they constitute that
artillery of heaven, before which the ignor-

‘ance of superstition and the hardiness of infi-

delity are equally unable to'stand.. The great
apostle of the Gentiles was no unsuccessful’
preacher of righteousness ;. yet, did.lie aim at
modelling his discourses to meet the different’
dispositions. of his. hearcrs 2 Did he aim at’
gratifying. the curiosity of the inquisitive, at
flattering the pride of the speculative, .or meet-

ing the ntder apprehensions of the vulgar
No : Whether his audience was the sensual’
inhabitants of Crete,. or the more polished ci--
tizens of Athens, or of Rome,. his theme was.
unvaried : He dctermined to know nothing
save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.. With:
the same doctrine the Moravians in the north,.
the Danes in the east, a Brainard,* a May.

* No apology I' trust is requisite for inserting a few re—
marks of the great Jonathan Edwards inhis life of Mr..
Brainard.—* And here it is worthy tohe eonsidered, not’
only the effect of Calvinistic principles upen Mr. Brainard’
himself, but also the same effect of such doctrines as taugh#
and inculcated by him, on others. It is abundantly pre-
tended of late years, that these doctrines tend’ to under-
mine the very foundations of all religion and morality, andf
to enervate all reasonable motives to the praetice of them,
and lay invineible stumbling blocks before infidels, to hine
der their embracing Christianity ; and that the eontrary”
doctrines are the fruitful principles of virtue and geodnessy
set religion on its right basis, represent it in an amiable
light, give its motives their full force, and recommend it
to the reason and common sense of mankind ; but-where
«<can they find an instance of so great and signal an effect of
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hew, an Edwards, and an Elliot, in our own
country, have brought in the first fruits of
the pagan world, as a pledge of the ingather-
ing of the whole. ' _

Again, while we recommend the sinner to
the ‘Luord Jesus for reconciliation and accept-
ance, let us unequivocally point out the neces-
sity of the Spirit for sanctification. With e-
qual propriety might Christ and his righteous-
ness be overlooked, as the Holy Ghost and his
operations. Perhaps a concealiment of this
_scriptura] truth may be considered as a prin-

their doctrines, in bringing infidels who were at such 3
distance from all that is civil, humane, sober, rational and
Christian, and so full of prejudices against these things,
to such a degree of humanity, civility, exercise of reason,
self-denial and Christian virtue ? Arminians place relig=
jon in morality ; let them bring an instance of their doctrine,
producing such a transformation of a people, in point of
morality.”’—To these we may add a few observations. of
Mr. Brainard himself. ¢ Those doctrines, which had the
most direct tendency to humble the fallen creature, to
shew him the misery of ‘his natural state, to bring him
down to the foot of sovereign mercy, and to exalt the Greaf.
Redeemer, discover his transcendant Excellency and infj-
nite preciousness; and so to recommend him to the sinner’s
acceptance, were the subject matter of what was delivers
ed 1n public and private to them, and from time to time
repeated and inculcated upon them ;—Gen. Rem. page 66.
A single observation like this, founded ow actual experi
ment, is more convincing than volames of speculation. By
their respective fruits, we. must judge of principles, as
wel!l as of persons. Facts in divinity, no less than in phi«
losophy, are obstinate arguments. These doctrines therea
fore which haye overcome all. ppssible. opposition, which
triumphed, in the .first promulgation of the Gospel, over
the influence of combined wealth, policy and power, which
have since succeeded in purifying. the most profligate, in
civilizing the most savage, which have prostrated the
pride of philosophy at the foot of the cross, and changed
even the lion into a lamb, prove themselves fully to be
both the wisdom of God, aud the power of Gogd,

AN 1 T2
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cipal reason why the preaching of the g‘o:sf)e'li
is so mournfully unsuccessful among our-
selves. By not duly realizing our utter ina-
bility to produce a saving change upon our
hearers, or teaching them the humiliating les~
son, that they are without strength’; that they
cannot act faith, repentance or any other grace;
independently of divine aid,we have provoked
the gracious Spirit to depart ; and what is-
the consequence ? Ordinances have lost theif
usual eflicacy ; they are not, as formeérly, the

power of God for the conviction and .conver--

sion of sinners. I'o our mournful experience,
we have now been taught, what we refused tor
learn from his word, that without him we can
do nothing. . _ A

Permit me to intrude further upon your pa-
tience, by inviting the attention of two classes
of my audience. o :

Such of us, brethren.and fathers, as are in-
vested with the sacred: office of the ministry,
these words call loudly to make our own call-
ing and election sure. Pretensions of zeal
for spreading the gospel must be mere mock-
ery of the Most High, if we ourselves have
not previously honored him by believing on
his Sor¢; besides,. of all men, the ungodiy
minister is, beyond cenception, the most mi-
serable. Each terror of the law, which he
denounces against others,. fagtens the seal to
his own condemnation. While, with his
hand, he points his hearers the pathto immor-
tality, bis own feet are gliding imperceptibly
aloag toendless destruction.  He is employcd:
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in recommending a Saviour, in whom Le has
210 interest ; in painting the joys of heaven,
w‘nch, without a change,. he shall never par-
ticipate ; in descrxbmg the horrors of a hell,

to which he is hastening.  The weight ofour
presert work, requu(s us also to be strong in
the grace that is'in Christ Jesus. “Our situa-
tion 1s awfully critical, no less than important :
do we look at home, mﬁdehty rages ; like a
mighty torrent, sweélling as it advances, it has
brokcn in upon our bordexs, and thousands on
¢very hand are humed and overwhelmed in
its deadly stream : rising again, as they rot,

they now fleat upon the surface, and are pol-
lutmg, with the contagion of hell, the whole
stmosphere of the church. Do we look a-
broad, a ﬁeld immense and uncultivated opens
to our view, The vineyard ofthe Lord of
hosts is spreadmg wide her boundaries ; ‘but,

las ! who is sufficient to explore and im-
prove her uncultivated parts ? “These things
are. mentloned not to discourage from our
present purposes : Ged forbid “but they are
designed to shake us from every created con-
fidence, that we may rest upon Jchovah, as
our support. To him, no difficulty is uncon-
cuerable, no .obstacle insurmountable. - Re-
lying on his strength, the feeble become as
David ; worm Jacob threshes the mountains,
,md beats them small as dust. ‘Opposition,
in the dxscharge of our duty, we must calcu-
late upon imceting ; our greatest temptation,
however, does not arise from the open adver-
sary ; the enemy in the camp, the traitor in

JRNPRNN R
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disguise, is our most dangerous foe. The
reproach of beirig ¢ righteous overmuch,” of
being ¢ frantic, wild, or enthusiastic,” se-
cretly insinuated by a brother, or a friend,
has often served to shake from his firmness
the maen who could havé met unmovced the
‘majesty of tribunals, and the terror. of flames.
But let not these things trouble us, neither let
us hold our reputation, or even ourlives dcar,
. that we may finish our course with joy. Bre-
thren must be comparatively hated, houses
and lands must be forsaken, when the honors
of our master and the salvation of souls are at
stake. ~ What avail all the pain, the poverty,
or reproach, that can accompany the cross,
when the unutterable glories of the crown o-
" pen upon oar view ? Need we startle at the
apprehension of being disowned. by an ac-
quaintance, however respected, or a brother,
a sister, or parent, however dear, while we re-
member that they who turn many to righte-
ousness, shall shine as stars and as suns for-
ever and ever. The conversion -of a single.
savage will reward us a thousand fold.—
Elevating thought! At this event new
transports will thrill the spirits of just men
perfected : there will be joy before the angels
of God : Jesus, our beloved, will see of the
travail of his soul and be satisfied : the Holy
Ghost will have another monument to the
glory of his grace. ' b

Again, let such as are not immediately con-
nected with any pastoral charge, examine
whether providence benot calling them toem-
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bark as missionaries to the heathen. . The
present is a singularly favorable opportunity
for such of bringing glory to the Redcemer,
of rendering inconceivable services to their
fellow-creatures, and cmbalming  eternally
their own names among the living in Jerusa-
lem. ¢ Honorable among men, honorable in
the cyes of angels, and of God himseif, will
our first missionaries be.”  Might I, without
the suspicion of ostentation, be induiged in
expressing my own feelings, I would dec}m @
that next to that grace of the Lord Jesus that
counted me faithful for the ministry, I adore -
his goodness in giving me a seat in this Mis-
sionary Society ; and a greater glory than ¢i.
ther would Iaccount it, were his providence
pointing me out as a suitable missionary
preacher to the heathen. If a bare cup of
cold water given to a disciple of. Jesus shall
not be forgotten ; if the honest confession of
his name will be honorably acknowledged in
the presence of his Father and the angels ;
how accumulated must be the reward, how
unutterable the glory of those' who leave all
and follow him ; who exchange the lap of
-ease, and affluence,and honor, for the fatigues,
the poverty, and perils of the wilderness!
Near to the Mediator on his throne will such
be invited to sit down ; palms of*victory will
be put into their hands, and crowns of pre-
eminent lustre set upon their heads. Behold
the ark of the covenant rests, even the ever-
lasting gospel ; is there no tribe of Levi to
Iift it up and bear it along ? Ocean divides
Y
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its waters that you may safely pass over ! Wikl
you tempt the Lord by waiting for farther
signs ? Lo, the pillar of cloud and of fire, the
pavilion of the redeeming angel, descends ;
ithovers over yonder waste, will you not ven-
ture forward under its divine protection ? Al-
ready thie voice re-echoes through the wil.
derness, prepare ye the way of the Lord : 'The
mountains -sink, the valleys rise, crooked
places are made straight, and rough places
plain.  Go through ! go through! ye minis.
ters of our God, and may the Breaker go up
before you, even Jchovah our King, upon
your head.

Now ¢ Blessed be the Lord God, the God
of Israel, who only . doth vmndrous things ;
~ and blessed be his glorious name forever {
.and let the whole earth be filled with his glo-
ry!” AMEN, and AMEN |
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dressns-gxem -infliscriminately whether male
or female, whether bond or free as bréthren ;
onsidered as one body in
me of the other ; he preo-
beloved, not for any ex-
aturally possessed, be-
erly ¢ children of wrath
1l and hating one ano-
thteousness of Jehovah
v were adorned, and his
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-And crown, he acknowlcdges these believers
wot-only his present joy but his future glory,
¥is distinguishing honor in that hour when
’t‘hey “ who turn many to nghtcousness shall
ghinc as the stars ;” when each sinner br ought
30 salvation through our instrumentality will
add anather J(‘W(‘l to our u{iffldmg, .crown ;
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the Lord ;” animate them to a holy zeal in
these labors of the gospel by the prespect of
that ¢ incorruptible crown, that exceeding;
eternal weight of glory which will be shortly
conferred on the faithful followersof the Lamb.
. They who overcome shall inherit all things ;**
“they will be cxalted to a seat * wx’h the Me.-
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diator on his throne, even as hé also overdume
and sat down with the Father on his throne.”
Without trespassing on wour patienée by
any other remarks on the difiérent branches
of the text, it ]
anner womer
ministers in the
mention some
are reasonably
service.
Our first enc
women may co
in the labor of 1
It is perhaps
they are not ca
assuming the
_engaging in the
hortation. 'Fh
rable Lord has |
fore, they are n
there are othe
nature, and m
their sex, in w
equally subser
and the edification or souis.
* 1. Fhey may and ought to labor with min- -
isters by frequent prayer for Jehovah's bles-
sing on their administrations. Al our suc-
cess in the discharge of each ministerial duty
depends intimately and exclusively on his co-
operating grace. Man may plant and water,
but CGlod must give the increase : The utmost
fidelity in our Master’s service ; the most
painful application to our private studies ; the -
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mos# Mlent zedl in proclaiming from the pul-
pit the whole council of God ; the most un-
wearicd diligencg in going around from house
to house, warning every man, and teaching e-
very man in all wisdom, will be profitable only
as they are countenanced with the breathings:
of the Divine Spirit. Holy women may, there-
fore, labor with ministers by recommending’
their admonitions and exhortations to thebles-
aing of the Lord, by frequently and fervently
wrestling with him for success to their labors-
whether private or public ; that their gospel,
through the energies of the spirit of life and

ht have free course and be glori-

ration of men. Much may be

s been done in the closct for the

of the gospel in the church

1s, rctired from the view of the

> eye upon them but the eye of

pproach the mercy-seat, assail
nble, fervent supplication, and
« . .
¢ give the Lord no rest day nor night until he
make Jerusalem a praise in the earth.”” Their
prayers come before him ¢ as incense and
the lifting up of their hands as the evening’

sacrifice” through the all-prevailing name of

Jesus ; and afterwards descend in showers of
blessing on the sanctuary. ¢ The effectual,
fervent prayer of a righteous’ person “ av.il«
eth much.  Shall not God avenge his own e-
lect which cry day and night, though he bear
!img,zvith them ; he will avenge them speed-
ily 22 ’

2. Women may and ought to labor with
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~aministers in the gospel by the diligent in-
struction of their household, swhether children
or servants ; by improving every scriptural
mean * for bringing them up 'in the nurture
and admonition of the Lord.”” By a becoming
.zeal* in this respect they have eminently co-
.operated with ministers, and eminently con-
tributed to the advancement of religion in the
avorld. I am fully persuaded that the founda-
tion of personal godliness and of the spiritual
prosperity of congregations is ordinarily laid
in private families. Unprofitable, humanly
~.speaking, will be our watering from the pul-
pit unless parents are industrious at home in
'sowing the immortal seed : I am equally per-
suaded that the opportanities of female chris-
tians for advancing the spiritual edugationsof
their - househol¢ are far superior i Bhose of
the male. They are not so perplexed with
.the cares of the world ; they are more con-
stantly with their children, and therefore have
-a better opportunity of witnessing their con-
‘duct, of reproving what is improper and re-
ccommendingwhat is right ; they possess, for
the most part, a greater share in the affections
of their children, and therefore admonish and
exhort with a stronger prebability of success ;
‘again, being mare generally present and con-

* An illustrious instance of female zcal in firomoting the
spiiritval edification of her agusehold, was the late Lady
¥ulkland. She ordinarily spent an hour every morning in
prayer and catechising and instructing them : On the
moraing of the Lord’s day she vose earlier than usual,
and accupiied it in secret devosion and in exanuning her
children and servanis.
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versing with them they learn their various dis-
positions and acquire a happier talent of con-
veying instruction in a manner suited to their
age and capacity.  What numerous instances
might be mentioned of female zeal and suc-
cess in the spiritual admonition of their oft.
spring. We hear upon one occasion the pi-
ous resolution of Hannah respecting the edu-
cation of Samuel her son. ¢ I will give him
unto the Lord zll the days of his life, and there
shall no razor come upon his head; I will
bring him that he may appear before the Lord
and abide there forever. We read in his fu-
ture life the blessed fruits of an early educa-
tion thus pious. * Samuel ministered before -
the Lord being a child:;”” he was very early
favored with the manifestations of the Most
High, and grew up a public and lasting bles-
sing to the nation of Isracl. We may men-
tion the examplary zeal of Lois and Eunice,
the grand-mother and mother of Timothy.
Through their early attention and instruction,
he, ¢ from a child,* knew the holy scriptures
which are able to make wise unto salvation ;”
and what an abundant harvest sprung up to
the church from the seed thus carly sown.
He was afterwards a man full of faith and o

* The word, transiated child, was generally used among
the Jews for expiressing a babe or suckling ; i was usu~
alty appilicd to little chiildren under the age of three or four
vears. 7This circumstance shews at what an’carly fieriod
theattention of these holy women was directed to the sfi-
ritual nurture of their son. Gradually as the fowers of
his mind began to unfold, they were directed to the trurh
as it isin Jesus and to the things which concern his ever-
lusting feace., :
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the Holy Ghost, and was the honored instru-
ment of turning many to righteousness.—
John, the Evangelist, dedicates his second e-
pistle to ¢ the elect lady and her children
whom he loved in the truth ;" he appears to
consider himself indebted to her for enforcing
upon her family in private those doctrines
which he delivered in public, and looked upon
her children as the seals of her pious adminis-
trations ; nay, her concern for the salvation
of souls seemingly extended far beyond the
boundaries of her particular family, because
the Evangelist adds, “ whom I love in the
truth, and not I only, but also all they that
have known the truth.” :

3. They may and ought to labor withminis-
ters in the gospelby consciensciously attending
their admonitions,and thus recommending re-
ligion by the force of their godly example.—
Many women arc mentioned inthe sacred re-
cords as singularly devout * in walking in aH

the commandments and ordinances of God.
Miriam the sister of Aaron accompaniecd Mo-
ses at their national thanksgiving, and anima-
ted the daughters of Israel by the ardor of her
zeal. ¢ Miriam the prophetess, the sister of
" Aaron, took a timbrel in her hand, and all the
women went out after her ; and Miriam ans«
wered them, sing ye to thc Lord, for he hath
“triumphed gloriously ; the horse and his rider
hath he throwninto the sea.” To Miriam,
the sister of Aaron, may be added Anra the
prophetess, as one distinguished for her zeal

in attending the public iustitutions of Jeho-
z
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vah.,  She was a widow, thercfore probably
cncumocred with the sole management of a
family ; it may be oppressed and ,embflrras:,e.d
with poverty of outward condition ; she had
attained to the age of fourscore and four years,
and conscquently must have labored under
much infirmity of body ; those circumstan-
ces cculd rezdily have beenoffered by a cold,
lifeless professor as an apglogy for rarcly ap-
pearing in the sanctuary of the living God ;
they nw*'lt have cxcused her in some deoru.
to her own conscicnce and to the chrlstmn
world ; but the tabernacles of the Lord of
hosts were her chiefest delight ; for these she
thirsted . more ardently than the hart panteth
ufter the ceoling stream, and thither she must
press amidst ten thousand difficulties and dis-
¢ouragements ; there she desired to appear
not only for her own edification, but that by
the influence of her example she might re-
commend to others the p'uhs of rightecuss
ness. ““This mother in Israel,” the msplrcd )
historian testifics, ¢ departed not from the
temple, but served God with fastmgs and

- prayers night and day,” An attention thus

Uniform and ardent to every ordinance of God
has an astonishing influence in recommending
the gospel of Jesus. *¢ Iron sharpeneth iron,

so a man sharpeneth the countenance of his
friend.” The solemn, devout appearance of
one christian in the sanc:uary admonishes the
indifference and irregularity of another ; it is
frequently a'mean of exciting their emulatxon
and enflaming thcxr zeal.
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4. "T'hey may and ought to labor with min-
isters by devising liberal plans for diffusing
the gospel of Jesus and enlarging the boun.
daries of his kingdom. "Their attention should
be occupied enquiring what schemes may be
adopted for instructing the ignorant around
them ; for rousing to a consideration of thcir
ways the sccure and unconcerned, and coin-
veying to distant and destitute places the
knowledge of salvation through the Redeem-
er's name. Pians equally generous, and dis-
interested have been executed in different a.
ges by women of piety and fortune ; church-
es have been erccted ; free schools establish-
ed for the cducation of indigent children ;
hospitals have been founded for accommoda-
ting the sick and the doctrines of life have
been propagated in remote, unenlightened
parts of the earth I cannot be charged with
extravagance in asserting that the zeal of je-
male believers for diffusing the knowledge of
Jesus has almost incomparably outshone, and
their deeds of charity to the bodies and souls
of men almost incomparably exceeded any
thing recorded in the history of the male.—
‘The boundless contributions of a Miss Gray,*
a Lady Glenorchy, anda Ludy Huntingdon re-
main a lasting monument of reproof to men
of fortune; and their names will adorn the his-
torian’s page whiie charity is cherished or re-

* Besides a series of liheral donations for pious and cha-
ritible uses, during a perviod of twelve years, Miss GrAY,
at her dccease, bequeathed above twenty-five thousand

dollars to public institutions in- and around the city of L
dinburgh, where she rerided.
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ligion revered in the world.  They «lthough
dead, yct live, and speak, and admonish by
their liberal, disinterested exertions for pro-
moting the honor of their Redeemer and the
sslvation of their fellow creatures. Having
Jreely received from the hands of a bounteous
God, they freely guve for the spread of his
gospel and the promotion of his glory : As ves-
sels of peculiar fiocnor they were entrusted with
a more than ordinary share of his treasures,
both temporal and spiritual, and these they
cheerfully imparted for the encouragement of
evcery humane or pious design.  Through
their instrumentality various churches were
formed and thousands* of perishing sinners
are now favored with the means of eternal life.

Is such the manner in which female chris-
tians have and may consistently labor with
ministers in promoting the gospel of our com-
mon Lord ; arve their opportunities both fre-
quent and favorable for contributing to the
advancement of his honor and the immortal
interests of their generation, it is proper to

# ¢ At her death, Lady HuNTINGDON left her church-
es to trustees and executors to continue the plan which she -
had commenced in her life and this the§have pursued
with great zeal and increasing success. Not fewer than
one hundred thousaud persons now enjoy the preaching of
the gospel through her means.”—Memoirs of Picus Wo-
men, Vol.2, p. 308. Ifa cup of cold water given to a dis-
ciple of Jesus will not be forgotten in the hour of final re-
tribution, whatan exceeding, eternal weight of glory will
be conferred on one who has comparatively counted all
things but loss for his sake ; who has virtually offered up
houses, and lands, a2nd possessions on the altar of love teo
the Saviour and compassion to perishing souls.
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enquire by what considerations they are con-
strained to this service ?

This was our second enquiry and to this
your-attention is now invited.

1. ‘To this labour of the gospel they are
reasonably constrained by Jehovah’s goodness
displayed both in their creation and redemp-
tion. It is an eternal truth, and would to God
‘it was more uniformly impressed on imy own
soul and the soul of every hearer, whether
‘male -or female, THAT WE ARE XNOT OUR
owN ; we are not the authors of our own ex-
istence either natural or spiritual, and are
therefore obliged to live, not to ourselves, but
to HIM who made and redeemed us. Is the
- ‘eye whichsees, the ear which hears, the tongue
- which utters, the understanding which com-
prehends, the memory which retams, creat-
ed of God, is it not reasonable that they

. should be devoted ¢0 him and emploved for
him ? Are the numerous blessings which
crown our condition in life merely streams
from the overflowing fountainof his goodness;

-are our silver and our gold derived from his
treasures. is it not reasonable that a portion
-of them be rendered subservient to his glory ?
Are we redeemed from destruction by his
rich, unmerited love ; was this redemption
accomplished by a plan so mysterious, a price
so immense as the death of an only, a belov-
ed son, this adds an obligation infiaitely pow-
erful to shew forth his praise ; 5 to spend and be
spent in his service 2 This 1is the argument
whlch the great apostle employed for iaterests
z 2 .
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ing the hearts of the believing Romans and
which I would now employ for impressing my
own heart, no less than my sisters in Christ
Jesus. I beseech you by the mercies of God,
by all that sovereignty, that grace which was
manifested in rescuing you from misery so
great, and restoring you to glories so unfad-
ing, ‘ thatye present your bodies a living sa-
*crifice, holy, acceptable, which is your rea-
sonable service.”  This argument he after-
wards repeats in his epistle to the Corinthizn
church; ¢ Yeare not your own ; for ye are
bought with a price ; therefore glorify God"
in your body and in your spirit which are
God’s.” Isthe woman possessed of privileges
in common with.the man, is she created by
the same Lord, redeemed by the same blood,
endowed with the same rational and immortal
powers, a fellow heir of the same grace and
glory, she is, therctore, reasonably obligat.
cd to unite with him in the labors of the gos.
pel.
2. To this service they are powerfully con-
strained by motives of compassion to the souls
of their fellow creatures. We cannot alto-
gether repress the feelings of pity and sympa-
thy, while we behold the outward miseries of
others. Who can deliberately shut their door
against the man that is perishing in the wintry
storm, or refuse a morscl of bread to him who
is starving with hunger ? Who can forbear to
cheer the spirit broken with repeated calami-
ty, or to aim at drying up the tears of the dis-
consolatc widow ? The moment that our eycs
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behold the wretched object, they necessarily
affect the heart, and the heart irresistably
heaves with emotions of pity and longs to re-
lieve. This tenderness towards the miserics
of others, this disposition to sympathise pe-
culiarly adorns the female character ; and re-
member, beloved sisters, it cannot be so no-
biy indulged as in pitying their spiritual woes,
and attempting to minister relief.  Surely
compassion to the souls of men is incompara-
bly more refined than.even compassion to their
bodies. Was I lost in some dreary waste,
“far from the habitations of men, and the shad-
ows of the evening began to close fastaround
me, I should feel grateful to the man who met
me in the hour of distress and conducied my
wandering steps to some agreeable abode, but
my oblrr'mons are mﬁmtely greater to him
who overtakes me when wandering in the
maze of my matural state, estranged from God,
enveloped in the gloom of spiritual night, and
points out to me in the light of eternal truth
the path to glory and honor and immortality :
- Was I travelling the burning sands of Afiica,
was my body exhausted with fatigue and my
- spirits famtmg with thirst, I must esteem the
man who melted at my misery and directed .
my drooping eye to some cooling stream, but
I must hold him in estimation mcomparablv
higher who meets me in all the wretchedness
of my fallen condition, tortured with ten thou-
sand anxieties, hurrying from cistern to cis-
tern in pursuit of happiness, but always dis-
appomted and leads me to the refreshing
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streams of the water of life, to that living
JSountain of which he who drinks shall thirst no
more : Was I pursued hard by an unfecling
“{oe, did he press nearer and nearer, thirsting
for my blood, I necessarily would feel obliga-
ted to the man who interposed in the moment
of peri! and secured me from the pursuer’s
rage, but my obligations are inconceivably
greater to him who bcholds me surrounded
with legions of spiritual adversaries ; who
points out the city ofrefuge, and thus secures
me eternally from the avenger of blood. Was
I, but I forbear to multiply comparisons ; as
an immortal spirit is nobler than a frail, pe-
rishable body, to compassionate its distresses
and aim at relieving them is charity incompa-
rably the most exalted. Cast your eyes a-
round, ye daughters of Zion, and behold what
spectacles of woe meet them in every direc-
tion! How many in parts adjacent, in parts
remote are sickening and dying with the con-
tagion of sin, and }ct are cither ignorant or re-
gardless of the cure: T hey scarcely know that
there is balm in Gilead and a ph ysician there ;
they have rarely heard the reviving tidings
that Jesus came to seck and to save them t/m_t
are lost ; that the FaTHER sent his Son to be
the Saviour of the world. While your eyes
bcehold their pitiable situation, let your hearts
tenderly sympathise, let them specdx]y devise
the means of relief.  ““ Ye know the grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was
rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that
ye throug,h his poverty might be rich.”
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3. To this labor of the gospel they are con-
strained by a concern for their own future fe--
licity and glory. In the sovereignty and grace
of Jehovah a certain connection is established:
between obedience and reward. He that sow-
eth bountifully, is the heavenly record, shall
reap also bountifully. If any man serve me,
him will my Father honor. 'The Lord God is
not at all dependent on us for the accomplish-
ment of his purposes ; he could easily employ
other agents for the execution of his designs,
or he might with infinite justice have demand-
ed the one half or third of our time and trea-
sures for acts of piety and mercy without ad-
ding any promise of reward ; he might after-
wards have pronounced us unprofitable stew-
_ ards restoring only a part of what his bounty
had given us : But he rather deals with man
as a free agent; he exhibits our duty and
tenders an abundant recompence of reward to
those who honestly aim at discharging it. “To
them, who by patient continuing in well do-
ing, seek for glory and honor and imimortali-
ty, he will render eternal life.  Every one that
hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters,
or lands for my name’s sake shall receive an .
hundred fold, and shall inheriteverlasting life.”
Each sacrifice of our outward ease or interest
which is made with a view to the advance-
ment of his glory will be openly acknowledg-
ed and amply rewarded at his final appearing.
How full of condescension on his part, how
replete with encouragement on our part is that
testimony which the judgé will finally bear
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to the services of his people ? ¢ Well dore,
' good and faithful servant, enter thou into the
joy of thy Lord. Come, ye blessed, inherit
the kingdom—for I was am hungered and ye
gave me meat; I was thirsty and'ye gave me
drink ; I was a stranger and ye took me in ;
naked and ye clothed me; sick and in prison
and ye came unto me ; in as much as ye have
done itto one of the least of these my brethren,
" ye have done it unto me.”
I trust that it'is unnecessary to repeat an
observation which has been frequernitly made
“that these good “works do' not purchase our
“heaven ; that they do not constitute either in
“whole or in part our title to the everlasting
kingdom. There is one ‘term of admission
to glory for the most pure and the most pro-
fligate ; for the most indolent, unprofitable
" camberer of hisLord’s vmey‘nd and the most
industrious, useful laborer, ¥YREE GRACE
through the righteousness of Jehovah the Re-
deemer. Abraham, the Father of the fuith-
ful, Paul, the chiefest of the apostles, and these
“women who labored in the gospel, were as real-
1y, and exclusively indebted to free grace as
7 "Manasseh the inurderer, the thief on the cross,
or ‘the’ Corinthian adulterer. Grace;: to the
utter exclusion of human works as the meri-
" torious part, ‘““grace reigns through righteous-
ness unto etérnal life by Jesus Christ cur
Lord.”
This' passage, thus bricfly illustrated, evi.
dently suggests.
1. That in the service of the adorable Re-
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deemer toil and disappdintment may be ex-
pected. It appears to be the unalterable ap-
pointment of God that nothing important can
be accomplished in the present life without
painful exertion and numerous discourage-
ments. The traveller is frequently fatigued
in the prosecution of his journey ; he suffers,
in turn, from the scorching sun of summer
and the chxllmg blasts of winter : The student
frequentl) fecls his body and spirits exhaust..
ed in the lawful pursuit of learning, in obtain.
ing those qt.ahﬁcatmns which are requisite
for the station to which providence is calling
him : "The patience of the husbandman is tri-
ed with the labors of the field, and his hopes
of a ripening harvest are frequently blasted,

This is a part of the curse which_attends our
apostacy from God, and is bltterly felt even
by the generation of the righteous in this state
of imperfection,  We that are in this tuberna-
cle do groan being burdened. ‘Arduous labor,
numerous trials must also be expected by
those who minister in holy thmgs, and whose
attention is earnestly bent on the salvation of
others. The student does not become learn.
ed by slumbering on his couch and vainly
dreaming, *“ I am wise ; the husbandman .
cannot st ‘slothfully. in his house and com-
mand his pastures to be clothed with. flocks and
his vallies to be covered over with corn.  Can |
parents say to their children, be ye fed, and
they are immediately filled, e 1 JE clothed, and
they are immediately warmed ¢ Neither can
they who are engerly set on winning souls to
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the Saviour, address their ignorant families
and neighbors, ¢ be ye instructed” and they
are instantly taught ; ¢ be ye regenerated”
and the mighty change is effected ; ¢ be ye
converted” and they are turned to the living
God. Inthe accomplishment of any measure
‘appropriate means must be employed. They
who expect to be instrumental in winning
souls must labor in the gospel ; they must
spend and be spent, embracing each favorable
opportunity and employing every mean ap-
pointed of Jehovah for their conversion.—
" ¢¢ They must enduie all things for the elect’s
sake that they may obtain salvation in Christ
Jesus with eternal glory.” What unwearied
diligence is requisite seizirg every opportu.
nity of'doing good ; what wisdom in determi-
ning when to forbear with sinners or when to
admonish and exhort ; what long-suffering in
giving line upon line, entreaty upon entreaty,
notwithstanding their stupid indifference and
neglect; what circumspection over our own -
conduct and conversation lest we defeat the
force of our instruction by the levity of our
example ; what hours of ardent supplication
with Zion’s King for his blessing to accom-
pany our endeavors ; what continual heavi.'
ness, what unutterable anguish of heart amidst
disappointed expectations, when they who
begin in the spirit end in the flesh ; when the
blossoms which opened fair and promised a-
‘bundant fruit are suddenly blasted by the cares
or pleasures of the world and the deceitfulness
of riches 2 What fatigue of body, what re.
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proach of character, what anxiety and even a-
gony of spirit did the great apostle endure in
the work of the gospel ? *“ I have great hea.
viness and continual sorrow in my heart ; For
I could wish that myself were accursed from
Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen accord-
ing to the flesh.” Again—¢ In all things ap-
proving. ourselves as the ministers of God,
mm much patience, in afflictions, in necessi-
ties, in distresses, in labors, in watchings,
in fastings, by pureness, by knowledge, by
long suffering, by kindness, by love unfeign- -
ed, by honor and dishonor, by evil report and
good report ; as deceivers and yet true, as
- chastened and notkilled; sorrowful yet always.
rejoicing ; as poor yet making many rich; as
“having nothing and yet possessing all things.”
His deep salicitude, his great anxiety for the
conversion of men, he compares to the pains
of a woman in travail, and his unceasing ex-
ertions in promoting it to the strivings of a -
man in a race, or a soldier in the field of bat-
tle. He also represents these “ women as
laboring,” or as it might be rendered, ¢ wrest-
ling with him in the gospel,” plainly intimat-
ing their earnestnessand diligencein the work,
that their time and strength and worldly sub-
stance were made subservient to the spread
of divine truth and the eternal salvation of
“men. .

2. 'We learn from this doctrine that much
may be done by persons.of every station and
every sex for the honor of our Redeemer, and
the spiritual interests of others. .= Female

2A
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christians are frequently reluctant to engage
in public measures for the promotion of reli-

‘gion ; they are afraid of moving beyond the
sphere allotted them in providence, of leaving
that retired station, those more private virtues
which are equally the characteristic and orna-
ment of their sex. We acknowledge that a
retired station and the gentler virtues appear
more becoming their character ; yet this dif-
fidence of manners, this disposition for a reti-
red sphere which in a certain degree is expe-
dient and ornamental, may be readily indulg-
ed to excess. - Miriam the sister of Aaron”
was bold in ascribing glory to Israel's God
for the deliverance he had wrought and ani-
mated the daughters of Zion to that exercise :
Hannah the mother of Samuel was open in of-
fering the tribute of thanks to Jehovah for an
answer to her prayers and the gift of a son:

. % Anna the prophetess” was public in the pro-
fession of her faith in Jesus as the promised
Messiah, and spake of Him ¢ to all them
that looked for redemption in Jerusalem : -
Priscilla, the wife of Aquila,” was open, un-
shaken in her attachment to the apostle, ae-
companying him from place to place; she un-
dertook to teach an ‘‘ eloquent Apollos the
way of God more perfectly ;" yct were these
illustrious personages impeached with pre-
sumptuous conduct, were they charged with
throwing off that softness ; that gentleness

~ of manner which form the ornament of the fe-
male character ? No, ¢ they are held i ever-
lasting remembrance ;” their names are em-
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balmed on the inspired page, and their zeal
is exhibited as a pattern for the imitation of
all succeeding generations, With what cle-
vated sentiments of esteem and affection does
the apostle mention the latter of these wo-
men ; he acknowledges not only his personal
obligations to ‘ this mother in Isracl,” but the
obligation of the whole society of the faithful ?
“ To whom not only I give thanks, but also
all the churches of the Gentiles ;> he const-
ders her edifying conversation and example
as diffusing their happy influence throughout
every part of the christian community.

3. 'This passage may be improved for ad-
monishing and animating female believers to
a dignified zecal in promoting the gospel of our -
Lord. « Seemg, ye DAUGHTERS OF JERU-
SALEM, seeing ye also are compassed about

~with so great a cloud of mtncsses,” with a
splendid retinue of women, in earlier and la-
ter ages, who lived the ornament of their sex,
the glory of human nature, the blessiag of
their own age, the admiration of future gen-
erations : women whose characters were a-
dorned with every virtue, private, relatxve,
and social ; in whom appeared fervent piety
to God, unfeigned charity to men, zeal for
the diffusion of the gospel and solicitude for .
the salvation of others ; are ye ‘‘ compassed
with a cloud of witnesses so great, ARIsE
AND TRIM UP YOUR LAMPS ; lay aside e-
very weight” and rouse into vlgorous exercise
each 0~|ft and grace in imitation of their high

xa*nplc. You have the samec command au-
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thorizing your exertions, the same plenitude
of grace to support in the arduous work, the
samec compassicnate Saviour to sympathise
amidst cvery discouragement that may attend
¢ your lzbors in the gospel ;¥ and the samie
prize of immortality at the end of your chris-
tian course.  Let cach femaale hearer, who
has beheld 'the glory of Jesus or felt the con-
straining influcnce of his love, solemnly en.-
quire what are the peculiar duties of my sta-
tion ? Ilow may 1 most successfully labor with
ministers in advancing the gospel of my gra.
cious Lord ?

YeE woMmewn who have an interest at our
Father's throne : on whom the Holy Ghost
‘has rested as the spirit of supplication, labor
with us by frequent and fervent prayer for
“the success of our gospel ; wrestle mightily
with Israel’s shepherd for his blessing on our
feeble administrations, that it may please him
¢ by the foolishness of our preaching to save’
precious souls. “ Ye that make mention of
the Lord keep not silence and give himno rest
uatil he arise and make Jerusalem a praise in
the earth.”

YeE woMEeN, who are honored "with chil-
dren, whose tables are encircled with these
rising plants, your own rejoicing and the fu-
ture hopes of Zion, labour with us by ardent-
ly promoting their salvation ; * be instant in
season and out of season” advising and ad-
monishing, and expostulating with them. If
there be any consolation in Christ, any thing
endearing in these little pledges of your Fa.
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ther’s love, any thing valuable in their im-
mortal souls, any thing desirable in their use-
fulness through’life, any thing interesting in
-their future glory and blessedness, “ fulfil ye
my joy” by making their instruction your
chicf employment, and their salvation your
chief concern. The Lord God has conferred
a peculiar honor on the woman in frequently,
I venture to add, in ordinarily using her in-
strumentality for the conversion of her chil-
dren; in reading the history of those who
were early brought to the knowledge of the
truth, or lived public and eminent blessings
to the world, I have noticed that their first
impressions may be usually traced back to her
exertions ; a Sathuel, a Fimothy, a Gard-
ner, a Newtonm, a Lady Glenorchy appear
each of them to- have been indebted, wader
God, to the early prayers, and tears, and en-
treaties of a pious mother.

Ye womEN, whoare crowned with world-
ly affluence ; on whom Jehovah has poured in.
- rich profusion the treasures of the earth, /a-
bour with us by devising and exccuting liberal
measures for the enlargement of his kingdom..
While you reflect that your silver and your
gold are derived from his bounty, let thenx
flow in the advancement of his glory. Bear
with me if I use freedom in admonishing and
expostulating on the proper distribution of -
your wealth, because on this not only the
~salvation of thousands but your own eternal
rejoicing and glorying intimately depend.
- ¢ Charge them that are rich i tais world, ” and
2A 2.
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how does HE, *¢ whese-are the silver.and the

gold,” requirc thatthese talents be occupied ?
Inluxury of diet or dress ; in personal or fa-
- mily aggrandizement ; in adding possession
to possession and thus sccuring an independ-
ence for their oftspringafter them ? Wo, wide-
Iy different is his solemn, sovereign com-
mand. ¢ Charge them that are rich in this
world that they do good, that they: be rich in
good works, ready to distribute, willing to
communicate, laying up in store for them.
selves a good foundation against the time to
come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.”

Ye woxEx, who are poor in this world ;
who are cncumbered with many cares, who
have numerous familics and look on this hand
and the other hand and sce little prospect of
their support, labor with us by throwing your
“* single mite into the treasury of God.”  1tis
not the possession of much, but the proper
occupation of what ycu do. possess that is ac-
cepted of Jechovah and secures the reward.
* The widow's farthing * willbe cheerfully 2c.
knowledged by H1m who judges ‘¢ according
to what a man hath and not according to what
he hath not.”  One talent well improved a-
inounts to more in his estimation than ten or
ten thousand slothfully neglected. s .

Shall I multiply argumcnts for animating
my christian hearers, male and female, to im-
itate those who have gone before ¢ in the la-
bors of the gospel 27 Shall I call forth-to their
consideration the infinite, eternal obligations
imposed on us by the redeeming love of the

A~ e
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Son of God ? Shall I dwell on those compli-
cated miseries-from which he has delivered,
the curse of a ‘broken covenant, the terrors of
an accusing conscience, the aflictions of the
present world, the horrors of the second deatt,

the blackness of darkness forever ? Shall 1
mention those great and everlasting privileges
to which he restores, ‘ the assurance of our
Father’s love, joy in the Holy Ghost,” sup-
" port amidst the numerous evils of hfe, victo-
ry over death, the joys and glories of his hea-
venly kmgdom ? Waving these considera-
tions, however interesting, I would direct
your attention to the solemnities of death and
of judgment. Suppose that we were this mo-
ment placed on the verge of eternity, that our
eyes were now closing on all terrestrial scenes
and our immeortal spirits just winging their
flight to a world unknown, whose condition
would then be most jovous, whose reflections
the most reviving'? T%eir’s who could look
back on a life wasted in carnal ease and enjoy-
ment, or their’s who had actively occupied
their ‘hours for God and theig generation ;
their’s who could recollect evenings spent in
unprofitable visits, in splendid circles, in the
wanton dance, or their's who could reflect on
evenings employed in. teaching their families
at home, in spiritual conference and prayer
with their brethren in Christ Jesus, or in go-
ing around relieving the temporal and spiti-
tual wants of his disconsolate members. In
short, theirs who had wantonly * sown to the
flesh and of the flesh must mow reap corrup-
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tion ;”’ or theirs who hadbeen diligently ‘“‘sow.
ing to the spirit and of the spirit shall reap life
everlasting ?°” Surely their situation dces not
admit even of a comparison. The former be-
gin to fcel the remorse of a guilty consciexce
as a presage of * that worm which never
dies,” and hell from beneath pours around
them its gloomy horrors ; the latter experience
a joy unspeakable, and the day star of glory
sheds arcund them its cheering light.  Sup-
pose that you were this moment summoned
to the tribunal of the Son of Man, that your
ears already heard the dread alarm, arise, ye
dead, and come to judgment, and: that your
eyes beheld the great white throne erected,

the Judge descending and the bovks opene(’,
whose co'xdmon would then be most blessed,
and whose prospects the most glerious ?
Their's who had eagerly heaped up wealth
for their children when the gospel of Jesus
was not propagated, and his needy members
not supplied, the naked not clothed, the hun-
gry not fed, and the discensolate not comfort-
cd ; their's “ ywho had slept on beds of ivory,
that eat the lambs out of the flock and the
calves out of the stall, that chanted to the
sound of the viol,” and gave every anxiety to:
the winds ; or their's who had been rich in
good works, ready to didtribute for the encou-
ragement of each pious amtl liberal plan ; whe
employed their vacant hours not in the wan-
ton amusement, but going about doing good ;

who occupied their wealth not i splendor of -
dress, not in farirg sumptuously, not in the
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support of each fashionable indulgence, but in
spreading the knowledge of salvation, who,
in imitation of the Eastern Patriarch, were
‘“ eyes to the blind and feet to the lame ; who
delivered the poor that cried, the fatherless
also'and him that had none to help him ?”
In short, whose condition will be the most
blessed and whose prospects the most trans-
porting on that all-dreadful, decisive day ?
Zheir’s whom the Judge will hail with that
reviving acclamation, ¢ Come, ye blessed of
my Father, and inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the world; For
I wasan hungered and ye gave me meat,” &c.
or their’s to whom he will denounce with a
tone more terrible than thunder, ¢ Depart
from me, ye cursed, for I was an hungered
and ye gave me no meat,” &c. Methinks I
hear each individual anxiously exclaim, ¢ Let
me die the death of the rightcous, and let my
latter end like his be peace.”

O Lord, render each of us faithful to the
death that we may at last receive a crown of
life ; enable us all whether male or female so
to occupy our time and talents that when our
Master appears we may receive him with ex-

‘ceeding joy. AMEN.
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9 CORINTHIANS XI. 23.
In labours more cbundant.

THE traveller, as he draws near the
end of his course, feels a pleasure in rectra-
cing the different stages through which he pas.
sed ; in revolving in his own mind the dan-
gers he escaped, the inconveniences to which
he submitted, and the obstacles which he sur-
mounted in performing his journey: It is a
gratification to the labourer at the approach of
evening to recollect the various toils of the
day ; to take a retrospect of the hardships he
endured, of the discouragements under which
he was supported, and the success with whith

" his labors were crowned : ‘The soldier towards
the conclusion of life, finds a pleasure in re-
collecting the various campaigns in which he
served, the dangers he braved, the enemics
he vanquished, arm the victories he won in

" fighting the battles of his country. "That -

“ good soldier of Jesus Christ,” that chief of

champions in the cause of christianity, whose
words we have been reading, frequently en-
dulges himself in reflections of a similar na-
ture. He appears to feel a satisfaction too
great for utterance while he recounts the temp-
tations he had resisted, the peisecutions he
had suffered, the. toils he had endured, and
the opposition to which he rose superior in
advancing the cause of his Saviour and Lord.

. 28
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« In stripes above measure,” he mentions,
¢ in deaths often, once was I stoned ; thrice
I suffered shipwreck ; in journeyings often,
in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in
perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by
the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in
the wilderness, in perils among false brethren;
in weariness and painfulness; in watchings
ofter; in hunger and thirst ; in cold and na-
kedness,” and as he relates jn the words se-
lected for our present discussion, * jn labours
more abundant.” :

By the lgbours mentioned in this verse we
are not to understand any peculiar trial which
happened to Paul as a map or a christian ;
they are designed to express his ardent, un-
ccasing exertions as an apostle of the Lamb;
bhis unremitting activity in propagating the
gospel pf his master, and promoting the sal.
vation of his fellow-men. These great objects
occupied his undivided attentions they sum-
moned into action all his energies of body and
mind; He appeared -to lose sight of his own
eage and interest, and outward aggrandize-
ment, and regarded himself as an infinite gai-
ner if athers became spiritually rich although
at the expence of toil, and reproach ard pe-
verty to himself. Although the apostle sus.
tained an extraordinary office in the church of
the living God, yet his cxample is recorded
for the imitation of all who succeed him in

" the service of the zaltar.  Reverend Fathers
and Brethren, this subject is peculiarly inter-
esting toyou and tome.  On this auspicious,
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solemn occasion it cannot therefore be unsea-
sonable, and perhaps may not be unprofitable
to enquire ‘what /abors are incumbent on us
4s the ministers of reconciliation, and what

. is our encouragement for becoming * in la-
bors more abundant.”

May @ coal from the celestial altar touch
the lips and heart of the speaker, inspiring
him with a frame answerable to the mugni-
tude of the occasion on which we are con-
vened ; may it touch the heart of every am-
bassador of tlie cross in this assembly, excit-
ing him to exclaim in the language of the a-

ostle, ¢ the love of Christ constraineth me ;
? count not my life dear unto myseclf so that I
may finish“my course with joy, and—testify
the gospel of the grace of God.”

1. Ministers of the gospel ought to labour
privately in the ardent prosecution of their
studies ; they should exercise an unwearied
industry in improving their ministerial gifts,
and thus becoming more qualified for dischar-
ging the duties of their important station. It
Isa very erroneous opinion, too frequently
entertained, that the nccessity of study ina
great measure ccases when we are admitted
to the capacity of public teachers. In schools
of human learning and in seminaries of theo-
logy we can only lay the foundation, upon
which the supersiructure must afterwards be
reared up by diligent application in private.
The largest fund of knowledge which we can
collect in the preliminary parts of our educa-
tion for the ministry must soon be exhausted
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unless it be -replenished by reading, by re-
flection, and other means of information God
forbid that I should be understocd to repre-
sent literary attainments as the most impor-
tant qualification, cr even of equal importance
with real grace in the ambassador of Jesus
Christ; vet I'may venture to assert that eve.
rv specics¥® of learning, when sanctified by the
Holy Ghost, will matcrially aid him in sup-
porting the dignity, and discharging the du-
ties of his officc. No man can becomne too
learned for the ministry of reconciliation. E.
very new acquisition of knowledge will en-
large the sphere of usefulness. There is no-
thing in the vast range of human science
which may not be converted to the service of
the sanctuary, either for the illustration and
establishment of the truth, or the exposure

* Those who deny the utility of learning to the christian
ministry, not only oppase the opinion of the most eminent
divines, but the practice of the church in the days of her
greatest purity and glory. It is satisfactorily proved by
Bishop STILLINGFLEET that in the times of Samuel,
schools were established in Ramah, and other parts of Ju-
dea in which youth of apparent piety and prominent talents
were taught the learning of the age, and that ¢ God ordi-
narily called out of these schools those whom he employed
in the prophetic office :”” he adds ** therein their only em-
ployment was to cultivate their natural facuities, to im-
prove in knowledge, and true piety : the greatest part of
the exercises of those who were educated in fhe schools of
the prophets were instructions in the lJaw and the solemn

praises of God.”’—Sacre Origines, vol. 1.—181-2. Ox. ed. -

Irgnius, who flourished in the second century, menticns
thit% school of sacred literature was founded at Smyrna
- under the direction of Polycarp, a Father in the primitive
church : Eusebius, as quoted by Lardner, relates that such
an institution was early estublished in Alexandria over
which Pantenus presided, whe was succeeded by St. Clem-

[T,
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and refutation of error. By an extensive ac-
quaintance with learning common and divine
the herald of the gospel becomes "““a work-
man that need not be ashamed ;” he is ren-
dered capable of  giving a reason of the hope
that is in him ; of evincing the reasonableness
of that gospel which is the charter of all Ais
hopes : and is thus qualified for confounding,
if he cannot actually convince the enemies of
the cross. It is obvious therefore that even
in the age of inspiration literary acquirements
were honored by Jehovah the spirit for the
greater edification of the church.” ¢ Moses
was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyp-
tians,” and he was employed as the first and
principal penman of the Old Testamentscrip-
tures ; and Paul, who ¢ had been educated at
the feet of Gamaliel,” preached much more
and wrote mtich more than any of the other
evangelists; or apostles. But a knowledge of
sacred literature; a profound, universal ac-
quaintance with the holyscriptures is of prime
importance, and should be sought with pre-

ent, and that after him followed Origin ; that the latter
particularly instructed the youth ¢ in logic, physics. geom-
etry, astronomy, and ethics: he encouraged them likewise
to read all sorts of antient authors, poets and philosophers ;
but above all he inculcated a diligent attention to the mind
of God revealed in the prophets ; he himself likewise ex.
plained to them difficult passages.”’—Lard. cred. vol. 3.—
26-7. Lon. ed. Public schools, for the same purpose, ap.
peared soon after the reformation, in almost every pro-
testant country : and perhaps there is no more favorable
presage for the rising respectability of the ministry, and
the future prosperity of the churches in our own country,
than the erection of similar seminaries by different deno-
minations of christiars. '
232
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eminent ardor by all who serve at the altar.
While other books are permitted to attend as
ministers of state, the bible should be eleva-
ted to the throne in our studies; while they
are regarded as satellites revolving and shi-
ning in their respective orbits, the bible should
be considered as the Sun which enlightens
and cherishes the whole system. Search the
scriptures, is the command of the Lord God
to all his professed followers, but it is direct-
ed with peculiar emphasis to those who serve
-him in the gospel of his Son. They are en-
trusted with immortal souls of their own, and
ought therefore to search the scriptures as a
mean divinely -appointed for their own sancti-
fication and comfort ; they are employed by
‘the chief Shepherd for promoting the salvation
of others, and ought to search them as a mean
of qualifying them for the intexgsting work.
QOur great reformers considered the sacred
oracles in the original languages as constitu-
ting the chief subjcct of study to those who
were separated to the labours of the gospel.
It was the maxim of Luther, that the man
¢ most acquainted with his bible was the most
accomplished divine.” Beza in his eighticth
year repeated the Psalms of David and the
enistles of Paul in Hcebrew and Greek ; and
Witsius, at an advanced period of his life,
could rehearse almost any verse of the Old
and New Testament in the original languages.

Need I apologize for repeating the remark
that application to study, and particularly to
the study of the sacred oracles, constitutes an
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_essential part of ministerial labour. It is re.
quired that the lips of the priest should keep
lkenowledge, and that the people should seek the
law at his mouth, but can we communicate to
others knowledge which was never possessed -
by ourselves ? Is he capable of dividing aright
the word of truth, who has not patiently and
painfully investigated that truth ? Can any

“man as * a steward of the mysteries of godli-
liness ” make a proper or profitable distribution
of these for the use of the family wha has not
endeavored to explore these mysteries, view-
ing them both in their separate importance
and intimate connection? Can it be expected
that he will bring from ¢ this treasure things
new and old’ whose understanding has not
been liberally stored with this treasure by rea-
ding and meditation? The minister of religion
¢« is set for the defence of the gospel,” but
can he execute that awful trust who has never
learned to wield those weapons by which tAe
defence must be made, and every adversary
driven ffom the field ; who has not profound-
ly investigated the gospel ; who is not master
in some measure of those evidences, external
and internal, on which its authenticity rests ;

_ who has never traced the predictions and pro-

mises of the Old Testament to their literal _

and luminous accomplishment in the New;
who has not contemplated the ceremonies and
sacrifices of the former dispensation as imme-
diately pointing to, and exclusively centering
in Jesus of Nazareth, the great antitype, the
real ¢ Lamb of God who taketh away the sins
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of the world ?”” Ezra, although a scribe di-
vinely inspired, yet ¢ prepared his heart to
seck the law of the Lord” before he ventured
“ to teach statutes and judgments in Israel .
Solomon, the wisest of men, “gave good heed,

and sought to find out acceptable words,” and

felt experimentally fis much stady to prove a
wweariness to the flesh : And Daniel, a man
greatly beloved, and- favored with eminent
manifestations of the Most High, understood
by books, by a careful research into the wri-
tings of preceding prophets, the divine pur-
poses relative to the desolations of Jerusalem.

2. We ought to lubour by faithfully and -

zewlously preaching the gospel in public.—
What should be our motive for prosecuting
with unremitting industry our studies in the
closet ? Not merely to gratify an ardent thirst
for knowledge, or o improve the understand-

ing by the discovery of truths formerly-un.

known ; not to acquire the reputation of pol-
ished scholars, or eminent divines. Nobler
motives ought to actuate, and will actuate all
who are called of Jehovah to the ministry of
reconciliation. Thatsame zeal for their Mas-
ter's glory which rouses them to diligence in
making preparation in private, will rouse them
to equal diligence in seizing every opportuni-
ty for promoting the gospel abroad. Anima.
ted by the same spirit, and aiming at the same
object with the great apostle, each faithful /a-
borer will be ready to exclaim, * I will very
gladly spend and be spent for you : 1 endure
all things for the elect’s sake, that they also
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may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Je-
sus with eternal glory :” He will religiously
consecrate all his gifts, every talent, whether
natural or acquired, to his master’s use in the
conversion of souls, ¢ warning every man, and
teaching every man in ail wisdom that he may
Kesent every man perfect in Christ Jesus.”
nowledge thus occupied becomes the glory
of the individual, and subserves the interests
of Zion.- Money locked up in a trunk, or
buried in the earth, is neither profitable to ‘the
owner, nor to others, but when judiciously
circulated proves a source of revenue to him,
and tends to the convenience and advantage
of others. A lamp-however replenished with
oil, or however carefully trimmed, is useless
if concealed under a bushel, but when placed
on an eminence diffuses light to all around :
Thus all our ministerial qualifications, our
gifts and graces however improved, are profi-
“table only as they are deveted to the edifica-
tion of the church. All the spoils which the
royal .David obtained in his conquest of the
nations around were consecrated to the ser-
vice of the literal temple, and all the knowe
ledge which we acquire by meditation, by
the study of books, whether sacred or pro-
fane, should be exclusively consecrated to the
service of the spmtml temple ; either in un-
folding the mysteries of redemption or in dis-
pensing them to the household of faith. We
are naturally prone to extremes : while some
are too negligent in their previous studies ;
while they prostitute in sloth or secular em-
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ployriients hours which ought to be occupied
in preparing for their public administrations,
and thus rush presumptuously* into the pul-
pit ; others again spend in studies not imme-
diately connected with their office; hours
which might be employed more usefully in
active service, feaching from house to house,
or publishing the gospel of peace where opern-
ings are presented. While Paul admonishes
Timothy his son * to give attendance to read-
ing ; to meditate upon these things, that his
profiting might appear to all,”” he adds with
equal solemnity, ¢ preach the word ; be in-
stant in season and out of season ; reprove,
rebuke, exhort with all long-suffering and
doctrine.” -
Excuse me if [ make a digression from the
subject by remarking, that in forming our
@iscourses for the pulpit we cannot imitate a
more excellent model than the ¢ great apos-
tle, that master-builder” in the New Testa-
ment temple, ‘I have determined not to
know atiy thing among you, save Jesus Christ’
and him crucified :” The Son of God, in his
atonement, and righteousness, and interces-
* The following anecdote, related of the great and good
Mr. Bradbury, will be gratifying to every reader,but it is
peculiarly instructive tothose who labour in the gospel.—
An acquaintance having called upon him at an advanced
period of life, and feund him intensely occupied in study,
and seemingly impatient at the interruption, remarked
that ¢¢ certainly it could cost him but little trouble to pre-
pare for the pulpit having beem so long in the habit of
preaching ;>* to which the venerable divine with an ait of
pleasantry replied, “ I always endeavour to have anIsaac

onthe altar ; if the Lord God is pleased to firovide a laméb
Jor burat offering, 1 thankfully accept it.”
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sion, is thealpha and omegaof a sinner’s hopes;
he is the consolation and glory of the church
militant ; he is the: consolation and glory of
the church triumphant, and should therefore
constitute the beginning and ending of all our
discourses, whether from the pulpit or the
press. Elegant diction may please the ear;
_ brilliant composition may amuse the fancy ;
nice, ingenious disquisition, on different sub-
jects, may improve fthe understanding, but it
is the plain, practical, powerful, may I not
add, unadorned exhibition of Jesus and his
salvation, which usually proves effectual for
arresting the conscience, for reforming the
heart, and nltimately saving the soul : And
ought we not to deplore, and deplore with
tears, that in so many pulpits dissertations

merely moral, or a species of subtle, metaphi- -

sical speculation are substituted for the ¢ sim-
plicity of the gospel of Christ ;” And weneed
feel no hesitancy in asserting that a sermon
which does not exhibijt Jesus and redemption
through his blood, however exquisitely pre-
pared, or eloquently preached, is an insult to
perishing sinners, and a prostitution of our
sacred function. The parent is a thousand
fold more consistent who professes solicitude
for the welfare of his chikl, and yet offers it

a scorpion for an egg ; a stone instead of nou- -
rishing bread, or conducts it when athirst to -

some stale, putrid cistern, rather than the li-

ving, overflowing fountain. Is there any .

thing in the cold region of moral science, or
metaphisical speculation to soothc the consci-

v
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ence when set on fire by the lightnings of the
law, or agitated by fearful apprehensions of
the wrath to come ? Is there any thing Jere to
_support the drooping pilgrim, and animate
him in his career to glory when his comforter
has withdrawn and the candle of the Lord
scarcely sheds a glimmering ray on his path ?
Besides, we are not initiated into the minis.
try ¢ to preach ourselves,but Christ Jesus the
Lord, and that not with the enticing words of
man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the
spirit and of power.”  Saul of Tarsus was no
mean man ; he was no contemptible scholar ; |
his natural genius was sublime ; his mind,
originally great, was expanded by every spe-
cies of learning ; his eloquence was bold and
commanding ; his imaginatien cxcursive and
towering ; his powers of reasoning were
strong, and grasped every thing that lay with.
in the intellectual range. Yetall these accom-
plishments, natural and acquired, he resigns
at the foot of the cross, and desires to * be-.
come nothing that Jesus may be alland in all ¢
‘We preach Christ crucified,” he says, * to the
Jews a stumbling block, and to the Greeks
foolishness, but to them that are called both
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God
and the wisdom of God.” Charmed with the
surpassing importance ‘and glory of this sub-
ject, he devoutly exclaims, ¢ I count all things
but loss for the excellency of the knowledge
~of Jesus Christmy Lord :” Filled with a holy
-indignation against any thing that would offer
to intrude itself as a substitute for this sub--
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ject, he mentions again, ¢ God forbid that I
should glory save in the cross of our Lord Je-
sus Christ, by whom the world is crucified
unto me and I unto the world.”

I have felt a greater confidence in enlarging.
on this subject, fromaconsideration that these
doctrines of the cross, in their native, artless
simplicity, constituted the faith of the Fore-
Fathers of this audience ; that faith which
they openly avowed while they lived, and
which they deemed it their duty, and glory,
and joy to bequeath as the most precious le-

acy to their offspring. The assembly which
% am now honored to address, have, in gen-
eral, descended from a /ost of the most ar-,
dent, enlightened, disinterested champions
in the cause of evangelic truth: a Aos¢ who
resisted to the loss of their property, their li-
berty, and in some instances, of their lives, .
in ¢ contending for that faith which was once
delivered to the saints;”’ who in their attach-
ment to the gospel, in its purity and simpli-
city, bartered the charms of civilized Europe
for a precarious, perilous retreat in the woods
of America. A brighter constellation* never
adorned, or blessed our world since the age
of apostles.

3. We ought to labour by occasionally vi- -
siting and catechising tke flocks which we are

* Those who charge the author with an extravagant
partiality for the original settlers of New-England, may
consult the History m% the Puritans by Mr. Neal, Dr. Cala-
my and others. Nay, the most honorable testimony has
been borne to their talents, their learning, their piety,
their zeal by some even of their intollerant persecutors,

2c
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are appointed o oversee. 'The importance of
this part of ministerial service has been ac-
Knowledged inthe purest periods of the church.
"The instruction of mankind, particularly of
the rising generation, in this mapner has usu-
ally revived with the revival of religion in all
ages, and occupied the attention of those who
attained to any considerable dls‘tmctlon either
for piety or nsefulness. It is the opinicn  of
learned expositors that so early as the minis-
try of the apostles divine truth was arranged
into the form of question and answer as the
most convenient and successful methed of
communicating knowledge. Paul thus ad-
monishes T :moth_s, ¢ hold fast the form cf
- sound words which thou hust heard of me in
faith and love ;” again, * continue thou in
the things whlch thou hast learned, knowing
from whom thou hast learned them.” The
mode of conveying religious instruction by
cateclnsmg was adopted by the immediate
syccessors of the apostl '8, and some of the
most cminent lights in the primitive church
were chicfly distinguished for their zeal and
ability in that part of ministerial labour. No
sooner hud Zion begun to emerge from the
zloom of antichristian night, and recover her
former purity and glory than reformers direct-
ed their attention to this duty, and almost e-
very protestant church prepared catechisms
for the instruction of its particular members.
Unless our people are rationally instructed
and firmly established inthe doctrines of chris-
tianity we cannot expect them to ¢ remain
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stedfust aud unmoveable.” A professor of
religion, without a rational, profound ac-
quaintznce with the great principles of that
religion, is like a ship without ballast, cra
tree without roots ready to be overturicd by
every wanton gale, and perhaps therc is ro
mean by which this knowledge can be so suc-
cessfully infused as by the ordinance of co-
techising. A sermon exhibits the doctrines
of revelation only in general terms, and there.
fore, however plain the language, or natural
the arrangement, it is ordinarily above the
capacity of the ignorant and young. A Lear-
er must possess some acquaintance with the
system of divire truth, before his knowledge
will probably be much promoted from the pul-
pit. Besides, a public discaurse is addressed
to the congregation at large, and howeverve.
hemently pressed home by the preacher, a
careless hearer is disposed to make the appli-
cation to any other rather than himself; but
- in catechising, the minister can communicate
his message in a manner level to the meanest
capacity ; he may without the least indignity
to himself or the ordinance repeat the same
truth again and again ; he may vary his ex-
pression and impart the same sentiment in dif-
ferent language, so that none can misunder-
stand ; he can bring the message home imme-
diately to the conscience, and the heart, and
has thus a greater opportunity of instructing
the ignorant, of rousing the attention of the
secure, of stripping the mask from the hypo-
crite, of answering the objections of opposers,
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and of solving the doubts and animating the
hopes of enquiring souls. It was probably in
this exercise that Paul was occupied towards
the cwlusion of his ministry at Rome. He
is represented by the sacred historian as
¢ dwelling in his own hired house, and re-
cciving all that came to him, teaching those
things which concern our Lord Jesus Christ.””
And in his departure from Ephesus he ap-
peals to the elders of that church, that he
*“ hud kept nothing back, but had taught them
publicly and from house to house.”
Diligence in catechising * the flocks, over
which the Holy Ghost hath made us over. -
seers,” is thus an important part of ministeri-
al labor ; a service sanctioned by the exam-
ple of apostles, &nd of those who have imbi-
bed most liberally the spirit of apostles in
different ages of the church: ¢ Wherefore,
holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly cal-
ling,” I would embrace this public, interest-
ing occasion for impressing not merely you,
- but more especially my own sou! with the im-
portance of this duty : Let us hear it enfor-
ced in the very language of three of the holiest
men, and most laborious, successful minis-
ters of the periods in which they respective-
ly lived ; rden ¢ whose praise is in all the
churches,” and will flourish ‘in the church
while the church flourishes in the world.
“ Ministers of the gospel,” onec* of them ex-
postulates, ¢ think not that all your work is

* BaxTER’s Saint’s Rest. p. 160,
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in your studies and pulpits ; you are shepherds
and must know every sheep, and mark their
. straying, and help to bring them home: Learn
of Paul not only to ¢ teach your people pub-
licly, but from house to house;’ enquire
" how they grow in knowledge and hoiiness,
and on what they build 1heir hopes for salva-
“tion ; sec whether they worship God in their
families, - and teach them how to do it.” A
secondf remarks, - ¢ prudence will direct us
to lay a goodfoundation of knowledge by cate-
chising our people, and instructing them in
the principles of christianity, without which
our labours will be in vain. 'This is the mas-
ter piece of a Master buslder. You canncver
adopt a better plan for securing success to
your labours than the fruitful way of catechi-
sing. What age ever produced more lively
and stedfast christians than the first ages, and
then the care of this duty most eminently flou- -
rished in the churches. Clemens Alexandri-
nus, Origen, Optatas, Bazil, Austin, and
Ambrose were all catechists.” A third} re-
marks, and it adds peculiar force to his ob-
servations on this subject that they were a-
mong his last expressions, uttered in the pros-
pect of a speedy and solemn appearance at the
judgment seat of his Lord ¢ I lament that
1 have not attended more frequently socicties
for prayer, and that I have not been more di-
ligentin catechising children in my congrega-

+ Fraver’s Evingelical Pastor.,
t The posthumons works of Mr. BRowN, a latc profes-
sor of Divinity in Scotland.
2c¢c2
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tion. I am persnaded that these exercises
are some of the best which ministers can use
for promotingthe welfare of souls,and it would
be happy for the church if the zeal and care
of her ministers were more exercised about
these things.” '

4. We ought to labour by going abroad as
opportunity is afforded, and conveying the
message of salvation to those who are desti-
tute. It is readily acknowledged that when a
minister is ordained to the pastoral care of a
particular congregation, among them his time
and talents ought principally to be employed.
They are a charge immediately committed to
him by the Great Shepherd ; at his hand their
sotils will be required, and consequently for
their salvation his prayers, his tears, his
watchings, his fastings ought chiefly to be de-
voted. Yet his labors are not exclusively to
be occupied among them. Although he is
ordained the pastor of a particular church
he does not cease to be a wminister of
the church universal, and the latter still pos.
sesses a claim to a portion of his labours, as
circumstances admit. Wherever, therefore,
a field unoccupied may appear within his reach
there the spiritual sower ought readily to ¢n-
ter, throwing around him the * incorruptible
seed of the word.” Our commission not on-
ly authorises, but obliges us ¢ to preach the
gospel to every creature ; to be instant in sea-
son and out of season, to go out into the high-
ways and hedges compelling them to come

~in to the feast of the gospel,” This practice
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may be derided by some as ¢ methodism,”
and ‘ enthusiasm.” Would to God that such
“ methodism,” such ‘“ enthusiasm’’ was more
fashionable among us. Our Master would
be more glorified ; the boundaries of his
church more enlarged ; the triumphs of his
- cross more multiplied, and our own glory and
joy more advanced. Besides, did not the
compassionate Jesus *‘go about doing good ?”
Did he not feel constrained *‘ to pass through
Samaria” that he might instruct a solitary wo-
man ? Did not Paul consider himself a ¢ deb-
tor to the Greeks and the barbarians ; to the
wise and the unwise, longing to impart some
spiritual gift ?” Did not Philip the evangelist
travel a considerable journey, that he might
teach a single Ethiopean in the method of sal-
vation, and in his return * did he not preach
in all the villages whither he went ?” "This is
a duty peculiarly incumbent on us, because
perhaps there is not a part of the globe where
itinerant labors may be performed with more
ease, or greater probabnhty of success than in
the country where we reside. Lift up y
eyes, fellow labourers, and behold on the e"lst
‘and the west, and the north, what an exten-
sive,almost unboundedfield opensto our view:
« A field white already to harvest.” The in-
habitants -of our new settlements use the same
lanquage with ourselves, therefore the road
to their instruction is more open ; they are
generylly inquiring after the truth, and ready
to embrace with open arms and "affectionate
hearts thosé who appear to communicate
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among them the knowledge of salvation,
«“ How beautiful upon their mountains are
the feet of him that bringeth good txdmgs
that publisheth peace ; that bringeth good ti-
dings of good; that publisheth salvation 2’
Rare!y have I enjoyed happier days than in
my occasional excursions through those un-
cultivated regions : Rarely have T felt great-
er freedom of utterance, or greater elevation
of soul than in preaching among their desolate
“inhabitants the unscarchable riches of Christ.
- Ail the toil to be undergone in travelling from:
place to place, and the little inconvenience
arising from want of suitable accommodations
are rewarded a thousand fold by that affection
~which is expressed for the person, and that at-
‘tention which is paid to the ministrations of
the messenger of peace : Rarely have T wit-
nessed greater eagerness in crowding te thc
ordinances of grace, more folemn, silent at-
tention, deeper awakenings' of conscience. or
more tender meltings of heart under the mes-
sage of reconciliation than in my itinerant la-
bours through the frontier settlements. Eve-
ry hearer apparently hangs upon the lips of the
speaker eager to catch the word of life as it is
uttered. The standard of the cross is rarely
erected among them, and all are seemingly
anxious to press to it ; the tidingsof salvation
seldom resound through their abodcs, and are
-therefore heard wjth greater transports of gra-
titude and joy. O brethren, had we been
‘more * zealous for the Lord God of hosts,”
-and more solicitous about the souls of men,
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our labours might have been ¢ much more a-
bundant’’ both at home and abroad; Our
particular ¢ vineyards might have been better
cultivated,” and ‘the wilderness” through
our means have become ¢ fair as Eden, and
fruitful as the garden of the Lord.”

‘Such are the duties incumbent upon us as
servants of the Most High God, ‘and while we
contemplate their variety, thelr arduousness,
we may reasonably ask, Who is sufficient for
these things ? 'To mention some considera-
tions which may tend to encourage was the
second branch of our discourse; and to this
your attention is now invited.

1. We may derive encouragement from the
mfinitude of our Master’s fulness, and the re-
peated assurances that he is ever ready to
communicate. ¢ In him,” the Mediator of
the covenant, * it hath pleased the Father that
all fulness should dwell,” and, thanks be to
his name, as duty is arduous this grace will
be imparted. ‘Are we ignorant, incapable of
exploring the windings of the human heart,
~or exhibiting the mysteries of redemption
with that skill which appears requisite for en-
suring success ? ¢ He possesses all the trea-
sures of wisdom and knowledge ;” andto
them who humbly depend on his teaching he
will impart. a measure of knowledge propor-
tioned to the work allotted for them. Are we
weak in body ;..are. our feeble frames, through
their often infirmities, ready to sink beneath
‘the pressure of public and private duty ;. Jesus
whom we serve, is Jehovah, ¢ who famteth
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not, neither is weary™” by any possible exer.
tion, and his omnipotenee is pledged for our
support ¢ Amidst all those discouragements
which can arise, fiom the frailty of the fleshy
and fatigue in the discharge of duty,he meets
us with that reviving iterrogatory,  hast
thou not known ; hast thou not heard ; hath
it not been told thee from the beginning ;
hast thou not the testimony of apestles, of
martyrs, of reformers, of my faithful followers
in every preceding generation, - that the ever-
lasting God, the Lord fainteth net, neither is
weary ; that he giveth power to the faint, and
to them that have no might he encreaseth
strength ;” and thousands from their own
experience can attest the truth of these pro-

mises, * Out of weakness they have often

become” sensibly ¢ strong:” When they have

ascended the pulpit, or gone abroad * in their
labors of love,” tottering through bodily frail-
ty, or trembling through a consciousness of
inward insufliciency, strength has been almost
.miraculously imparted; they-have been ena-
bled to perform the service in a manner most
honorable to themselves, and acceptable and
edifying to others. . Read, ye ministers of our
God, read in the hour of dispondency the gol-
den legend of those who have gone before us
in the labors of the gospel, and their triumplis
in all difficulty by strength communicated
from Jesus Jchovah their Living Head ;
Read the history ¢ of Gedeon, and of Barak,
and of Sampson, and of Jepthe ; of David al-
so, of Samuel, and of the prophets; whe
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through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought
righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the
mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire,
escaped the edge of the sword, out of weak-
ness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight,
and turned to flight the armies of the aliens.”
Are we occasionally discouraged from an im-
pression that imperfection attends our best ser-

vices; that we neither study, nor pray, nor
preach with an earnestness and solemnity be-
coming our sacred function ? Jesus, by whom
we are called to the oflice, is ¢ Jehovah our
righteousness and advocate ;” his blood is e-
verlastingly meritorious for the remission of
all our failures, and he ever lives, ever inter-
cedes to make the application of these merits :
Does joy frequently depart from our hearts,
and slcep from our eyes through the melan-
eholy apprehension that ¢ Israel is not gather-
¢d” by our means ; * that we are laboring in
vain,and spending our strength for nought and
in vain ?”° Jesus, in whose service we are em-
ployed, is a ** most merciful and faithful High
Priest :” He knows by experience the bitter-
ness of ¢ laboring in vain,” and is infinite-
ly compassionate to sympathise in all our sor-
rows : QOur tears may not soften the obdurate
hearts of our hearers, yet they are carefully
numbered by Him, and ¢ laid up in his bot-
tie ;" “The sighs which often heave our bosoms
may not produce ‘in them one pang of remorse,
one emotion of sorrow ; yet they enter the
cars of our divinely compassionate Lord :

“©ur most pointed admonitions, and affection-



324 SERMON X,

ate entreaties may rebound back like arro-ws‘
_ from the wall of adamant, yet ¢ they are
~ venas with a pen of iron, and the point of a
diamond” in his heart forever.

2. We may derive encouragement from the
assurance of success to accompany our labors.
Rarely, perhaps never, is the upright, faith-
ful servant of the sanctuary left without some
fruits of his ministry, either in one period of
his life or another. Every particle of grain,
which the natural husbandman deposits in the
earth, may not spring up, and bear fruit, and
sometimes the whole field may be apparently
blasted ; yet these instances are rare, and out
of the ordipary course. The husbandman
who is industrious and prudent is usually
prosperous. He who is careful to prepare the™
soil ; who endeavors to put in the best seed’
in the best season is, for the most part, re-
warded with a liberal harvest. Asit is with
the natural, it is usually with the spiritual hus-
bandman. The servant of Jesus, who is in
labours more abundant ; most diligent in his
studies, trying to find out the most seasona-
ble truths, and the most acceptable words for
conveying them ; most circumspect in his
private walk t/uzt the ministry be not blamed ;
most vigilant in promoting the spiritual inter-
ests of his flock, watching over each family
and individual as one who expects fo give ac-
count ; most importunate in prayer to the Ho-
ly Ghost for his blessing on every administra-
tion, is ordinarily the most abundant in suc-
cess. .Zhe word of the Lord, thus honcstly
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dispensed ¢ rarely returns altogether void,”
but is accompanied with some happy effect
-either for conversion or edification. Perhaps
our labours are much more successful than
we generally apprehend. Our message is
probably eftectual for imparting light to those
who complain of spiritual darkness; for ani-
mating some who endure a fiery conflict with
their own corruptions ; for ministering con-
solation to some broken, disconsolate hearer ;
for supporting the weak and establishing the
‘wavering, in a thousand instances of which
we shall receive no intimation until it is told

- .us in the region of glory. So intimate is the
connexion between appropriate means and the

. €nd, that the establishment of a faithful min-
istry ind congregation is a certain pledge that
there are souls to be saved there. The Apos-
tles were thus enjoined to remain in Corinth,
JSor, saith Jehovah, 7 Lave much people in this
city. :
3. Wemay derive encouragement from the
-prospeet of an unutterable, eternal reward in
the world to come. Our condescending Lord,
who knows the difficulty of our work, and the

- numerous discouragements to which we are
cxposed, animates us to persevere.by the pro-
misc of *‘ glory, a weight of glery, an excee-
~ding and eternal weightof glory : a glory? to
be enhanced by all the toil, and poverty, and
suffering which we now endure for Ais sa/-c.
Although he has promised a heaven of bles-
sedness to all his followers; a crown to every
¢ soldier who overcomes, and aninheritance™

‘ 2 D
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for all.who are heirs by adopting grace, yot
he reserves a brighter crown, and a larger in-
heritance for those who dnsmterestcdl) serve
him in the work of the gospel. ~ While® they
that.be wise ‘shall shine as the Lrightness of
the firmament, they that turn many to right-
cousness shall shine as the Stars forever and
ever.’

Lathers and Brethren, are we. occasionally
borne down by the pressure of arduous, and
complicated dutles, do we feel ¢ much stu-
dy to, prove a weariness to the flesh,” and be-
.come:impatient under this part of minister hJ.
labour ? Is our love often rewarded with in-
.gratitude, and are we ready to relax our dili-
-gence in well doing ? Doomed perhaps to po-
verty of outward condition, or -embarrassed
.unavoidably ;with the cares of life’ are we
‘tempted 'to behold with an envious eye others
living in ease, androlling in ail the afluence
of the world ! Amldst thése trying dxscouraqe-
ing circumstances lift up your eyes, and con-
template those glories which shall hereafter he
revealed ; realize that public, honorab'e tes-
timony whu.h will be given to all your fidelity
and zeal in the hour of retribution. Inviting
you to a station on his tight hand, the judge
will mention openly all the fatlgue to which
you now submit, ‘and the efforts which you
now make for the advancement of his inter-
est ; after he has taken a minute survey of all
your prayers, your tears, your anxieties, your
exertions for the spread of his gospel, and the
piomotion of his glory ; after he has related
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these to'his Father, and attending angels, he -
will announce with an air of affection neither .
to be® described, nor conceived at present,
“ Well done, good and faithful servants :
Ye whiclr have followed me in the regenera-

~ tion, I appoint unto you a kingdom as my

father hath-appointed unto me.” Who would
not run for such a prize? Who would not
strive for such a mastery ? Who would not be-
come ¢ inlabours more abundant” for the
acquisition of such a palm, a throne, a crown,

" @ kingdom ? Be encouraged thorefore, ¢ ho-

ly brethren, to feed the flock of God, taking
the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but
willingly ; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready
mind,” in the anticipation ¢ that when the
Chief Shepherd shalt appear, ye shall receive
a crown of glory that fadeth not away.”

Your own imaginations have probably sug-
gested the most suitable application of this
doctrine. '

1. May we not infer from this subject that
in the ministerial office there is no room for
sloth or carnal indulgence ? Some have been
induced to assume this awful station from the
ptospect of temporal ease, and gratification.
"T'oo indolent to perform the duties of any o-
ther calling they have sought in the service of
the altar a retreat from difficulty and toil.
From such apostles and pastors may the Lord
God, in tender mercy, preserve his church;
men who have not deliberately counted the cost
and who are not therefore prepared to spend -
and be spent in the arduous, interesting work.
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I say from such apostles and pastors may the
Lord in mercy preserve his church, because
an indolent, unqualified, unconsciens€ious
ministry should be deprecated as her greatest
curse ; It almost necessarily diffuses the con-
tagion of spiritual disease and death wherever
its influence extends. Besides, the very na-
ture of this office ; the variety of duties en.
-joined on those who embark in it, and the
names by which they are uniformly distin-
guished in scripture all unite in exposing the
presumptuousness,and infatuation of such im-
posters. Are they not called Stewards, to
‘shew that they should be always ready to wait
““upon the household of God,” imparting
* milk to the spiritual babe, and strong meat
to those who have attained to the stature of
méen P’ Are they not designated ‘ laborers, -
and laborers even  in harvest,” a season in
which the most ardent, unremitting industry,
is expected ? Are they not denominated wor#k-
men, yea, workers together with God, who
neither slumbers nor sleeps £ Are they not cha-
racterised overseers and watchmen, to instruct
us that their cyes should be always open, their
attention ever awake to the spiritual interests
of the flock cominitted to. theircare? Are
- they not exhibited in scripture under the em-
blem of stars, to intimate that they should be
always revolving in their orbits, and still shi-
ning as they roll along ? ‘What is the history
of a Paul, a Peter, and the other Apostles but
a history of their “travels, their watchings,
their fastings,their perils by sea and by land,”

v
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their zeal in public instructing the multitude,
or their fervor in secret wrestling with -the
Holy Ghost for his blessing on their labours ?
¢¢ The minister of the sanctuary,” if actuated
by the spirit of his oflice, may find employ-
" ment for every moment of his time in dischar-
ging the different duties of his calling. No
vigor of body is more than sufficient to bear
up under those exertions.which he is occasion-
ally called to make. No learning can be too
various, too profound for understanding and
illustrating, in all its connections, the vast
scheme of revelation ; that which first dawn-
ed in paradise; which shone with encreasing
lustre during the age of patriarchs and pro-
phets ; which bursted forth with still greater
glory at the birth and death, more especially

* _at the resurrection and ascension of our bles-

sed Lord ; which will be receiving additional
evidence from every movement of divine pro-
vidence until ‘“the mystery of God is fully
finished’’ at the consummation of all things :
No application to study can be too patient,
too persevering for bringing out of the sacred
“treasure, from Sabbath to Sabbath, things new
and old for the use of the spiritual family. How
explicit, therefore, how awful is the admoni-
tion of Paul to Timothy his son ? ¢ I charge
thee before God and the Lord Jesus Christ,
who shall judge the quick and the dead at his
appearing, and his kingdom: Preach the word,
be instant in season, out of season ; Watch
thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the
work of an evangelist.” '
2D2
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Are we not reproved by this example
of the great apostle, for our own indolence
and unprofitebleness as “labourers inthe vine-
vard of the Liord of [losts 2 When we real-
1se the solemnity of our station ; when we
consider the duties which we ought to have
performed, and which, by-a becoming dili-
gence in our callings, we might have perfor:
med, must we not acknowledge that we fall -
infinitely short  Have we laboured in our clo-
sets, and endeavored by reading and medita-
tion to acquire that knowledge which is requi.
site for the responsible and profitable discharge
of our ministry ? Have we diligently cultivated
ourgraces ; aspiringafter higherattainments in
faith, in love, inhumility, in hope, intenderness
for the souls of men, and in zeal for our Mas-
ter’s glory ? Have not many hours been unneces-
sarily spentin conversation with our families ;
or in the society of our friends, which we
might have usefully c¢mployed, examining
our own hearts, or pleading with the Divine
Spirit for wisdom to deal successfully with
the hearts of others, or i searching the sa-
cred oracles to learn, by a comparison of
scripture with scnpmre,* ‘‘how to divide a.
right the word of truth, and give to all their
“portion of meat i due season !” Have we
proceeded from the labours of the closet to-the
pulpit ““in the fulness of the blessing of the
gospel of Christ, regardless ‘of every other
consideration than the salvation of our hear-
ers ? Have we, as leisurc was afforded, gone
abroad from settlement to settlement, dispen-
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sing the bread of life to those who were lan-
guishing with spiritualhunger ? Ah, brethren,
it may be our shame now, and if sorrow eould
mingle with the joys of paradise, it must be
our sorrow there, that we are so indifferent in
performing the duties of a station the most
interesting and responsible in which mertals
can be placed. Men are not inactive or un-
concerned in the other occupations of life.
‘The patriot does not slumber when the rights
of his country are invaded : He rises ‘ from
his bed of ivory,” he girds on his armour,
he sacrifices his own ease, he hazards his own
life in avenging her wrongs. What oceans
have not been navigated ; what countiies
have notbeen explored; what toil has not been
endured ; what dangers have not been en-
countered by ‘ the children of this world” in
the pursuit of their favorite objects ! Now,
we see them burning beneath a southern sun,
again, shivering in the frozen regions of the
north for the acquisition of the bubble of
earthly honour or gain ; a bubble which van.-
ishes as it is grasped, and eludes their fond
expectations ; and yet can we be indolent or
indifferent in a cause in which the honour of
our Master, the salvation of our brethren by
nature, and our own felicity. and glory for
eternity are immediately involved ? Methinks
1 see the condescending Saviour pointing to
the manger where he lay, shut out from the
abodes of men, ‘¢ to the wilderness where he
was an hungered, to the garden” where he
bled, to the cross on which he expired, and
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then asking, ‘“is such your kindness to your
Friend ? Do vou thus requite your compas-
sionate, dying Lord ?-De you believe that
you were redeemed from cternal wrath, and
rendered heirs of eternal glory, ¢ not by sil-
ver or gold, but by my precious blood,” and
yet are you slothful in my service ?”” For my
own part, I never survey the months and
years of my life that are past without the most
profound humiliation and regret : How much
might I have done for my own soul, and for
the souls of others, in moments which have
been wasted in idleness, or in pursuits not
immediately connected with my officeas a ser-
vant of Jesus Christ. .

 Men, DBrethren, and Futhers—* The night
is far spent;”’ by all, therefore, that is solemn:
in our ministerial vocation ; by all that is in-
teresting in the glory of that Jesus which we:
are appointed to promote ; by all that is pre-
cious in the souls of fellow-immortals which
we are set apart as. the instruments of saving ;
by all that is august and elevating in these re-.
wards of blesscgﬁess and honor which await
the faithful servant of the cross ; by all that
is awful in the anticipatien of being rejected
as ¢ unprofitable stewards,” and having the
“ blood of others required at our hands,” let
* us this day be admeonished ¢ to lay aside every
weight,”” whatever might embarrass in the
discharge of duty, and aim at imitating the il-
lustrious example which the text presents to
our view. * By the grace of God this great
apostle was what he was,” and the same grace
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is as plenteous in our day, as it was in his :
it is no less free for us, than for him. ¢ He
was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, an
injurious person, but he obtained mercy”’ for
himself, and was employed for bringing others
to a participation of the same mercy, why then
may not we ask and receive from the same
unexhausted treasure ? Like him “ let us live
by the faith of the Son of God, receciving”
from his mediatorial ¢ fulness’ the necessary
¢ supply of every grace,” and like him let
us ‘consecrate all our talents to the advantage
of the ¢ spiritual houschold.” Our minis-
terial gifts will be always expending and im-
proving as they are employed. ¢ Toevery
one that hath shall be given, and he shall have
more abundantly.” %e who faithfully occu-
pies the talent, already possessed, shall have
his talent encreased. It is almost incredible
to what a pre-eminence of usefulness many
have attained in the christian church, whose

bodily constitutions were slender, whose in-

tellectual powers were by no means extraor-
dinary, and whose local situation was rather
unfavorable for the cultivation of these pow-
ers. They have reached an elevation of rank,
among the followers of the Lamb, little infe-
rior to that of reformers and martyrs. When
we contemplate the active services of many in
modern times, the labers of a Baxter, a Bos-
ton, a Brown, a Doddridge, an Edwards, an

Elliot in visiting the sick, in ¢ exhorting from

housetohouse, inpreaching the gospel through

the week, and on the Sabbath, we are ready
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to conjecture that they were rarely in theis
studies, and when we take a review of the

books which- they have written, their number

~and excellence, we are ready to-conclude that:
they were rarely out of them.. All this pre~

eminence of respectability and usefulness
they attained by frugally collecting every

fragment of their time, and humbly depcx ding
on the Holy Ghost for his influences to-en-

lighten and sanctify and support. These il-

lustrious personages, although dead, yet speak
by their example, and couid they addresb us

this day from their mansions in glory they

would expostulate with us to shake off our le-

thargy, ¢ to gird on the armour of llght »? and:
become more ¢ valiant for the Lord God of

Hosts, and for our generation,

Brethren, the period in which we live is pe-:
culiarly eventful; but although the move-
ments of divine provxdence are ominous, and,:
in some respects, awful,. yet 2 thousand con-
siderations rush upon our minds, animating;
us to a holy zeal in the labours of the gospel.
Antient predictions are receiving a rapid and
glorious accomplishment in the enlargemenk
of Messiah’s kingdom. Look around, and.
behold how the desert has blossomed within
our own recollection, and under our own
eyes; and the wilderness, lately barrer and
dreary, is now waving with a profusion of
golden fruit ! New congregations are fre-
quently formed in almost every direction ;
and, by a liberal supply of the spirit of our
ascended Lord, many of them are fum*shed



‘SERMON X. 335
avith an -evangelic, -enlightened, laborious
‘ministry. Do I notspeak in moderation when
‘1 mention, thatin a thousand instances in the
northern and western parts of this state, and
_of a neighboring state, the very places where
stood the hut of .the Indian, are now consecra-
ted by temples to the living God, temples
.crowded with peaceful, spmtual worshlppers,
and the howl of savage beasts, and the war«
thoop of more savage men are succeeded by
¢¢ songs of salvation, even praises tocur God ?”
-How rapidly is divine grace multiplving her
-trophies in other parts of the globe ? While
.the Lord God, in-a manner unusually awful,
BB T) shakmfr the nat;ons, the Desire of all na-
‘tions is wslb!v coming” in the wider extension
_of his kingdom, -and the more luminous dis-
“plays of his glory. Scarcely does a week re-
volve without bringing the intelligence of
‘some other missionary field explored, and
‘some other society orgamzed for conveying
¢¢ the testimony of Jesus” to nations which
have neuhcr ¢ heard his fame, nor seen his
“glory.,” Lol the angel, foretold by the lip of
‘antient prophecy, has reached * the midst of
“heaven, having theeverlasting gospel to preach
to ever)—-kmdred and tongue, and people,”
‘and I'see the apparently impenetrable gloom
.which had long enveloped the nations gradu-
‘ally breaking, and receding before its celes.
“tial light : I'see the abject African, who had
‘been forimerly the sport of oppression,. now

“swelling beyond the chain which galled him,
and leapmg, and exulting * in the glorious li-
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berty of the sons of God :”* I see the forlorn,
cheerless Icelander, remotein theregions ofthe
north, almosta stranger to the heat of the natu-
ral sun, now basking beneath the more genial,
fostering rays of ‘¢ the sun of righteousness -’
I sce the ruthless, wandering Arab arrested
by the messenger of peace, and refreshed, on
his burning sands, ¢ with that river which
makes glad the city of God,” those living
“streams of which they who" participate
¢ shall thirst no more :” I see the stupid, sot-
tish Hindoo, although a stranger to all the .
~ learning and Tefinements of this world, ¢ made
wise urto salvation through Jesus Chrlst,”
and preparing * to shine as thé brightness of
the firmament for ever and ever :” I see some
rude idolater of almost every clime, rising
from his fancied god which he had ignorantly
worshipped, and doing homage to Jehovah
the only Creator and Lord : I see, in the con-
version of a Sabat and Abdallah, the firs¢
J7uits of the long deluded votaries of Mahom-
ed to Jesus of Nazareth, the true Prophet and
Saviour of the world, and in the ¢ martyred
blood™ of the latter I realise a seed for the
christian church more numerous than the
stars of heaven : I see, in the anxiety of the
‘Eastern Jews, their eager researchinto antient
prophesy, a precious presage that, while the
Gentiles ¢ from the East, and from the West,
and from the North, and from the South are
pressing into the kmgdom of God,” the pe-
riod is at hand ‘“ when all Israel shall also be
saved : Sing unto the Lord a new song, and
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%his praise from the end of the carth ; the isles
and the inhabitants thereof : Let the wilder-
ness, and the citics thereof lift up their voice,
the villages that Kedar doth inhabit ; let the
inhabitant of the rock sing, let them shout
from the top of the mountains. For behold,
The Lord hath made bare his holy Arm in
the eyes of all the nations, and all the ends of
the earth shall see the salvation of our God.”
What eye does not sparkle with joy at the ele-
vating scene ! What besom does not kindle
with an ardor inextinguishable te aid in car-
rying on the important work ! Whose gold
and whose silver will not flow in the execu-
tion of any scheme, the result of which may
probably be another source of glory to God,
of exultation to angels, and salvation to mil-
lions of mankind who are yetunborn? ¢ Ye
servants of the Most High God,” who are
now invading the empire of darkness in differ-
ent and distant nations, al/ kail. Although
. “¢ we are absent from you in body, we arc
present in spirit,” and at every step that ¢ the
ark of the covenant”’ advances through your
exertions we unite our acclamation with
yours, HITHERTO HATH THE LORD
HELPED. We accompany you with our
~ prayers night and day, that the Redeeming
Angel may protect your persons, may give
efficacy to your administrations, may cheer
you, in the hour of conflict and peril, with his
rich consolations, and enable you ultimately
to ¢ overcome by the blood of the Lamb, and.
by the word of yourtestimony :” With a he-
2 E
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roism worthy of the Captain whom you serve,
and the eause in which you are embarked, go
on, in the sacred warfare, “ conquering and
to conquer, until you have borne the stand-
ard of the cross in triumph around the globe -
With the angel’s extacy reiterate in every re-
gion under heaven the message announced by
the angel to the shepherds on the plains of
Bethlehem, ¢ Behold, we bring you good ti-
dings of great joy which shall be unto ALL

- PEOPLLE ; For unto you is born in the city

of David, a SAVIOUR, which is CHRIST

THE LORD. Publish to the most rude,

the mostremote inhabitant of the earth, the re-

viving record, that ‘‘Jesus of Nazarethisa

PROPITIATION-—for the sins of the

WHOLE WORLD.” -

When I look around this vast assembly :
hundreds of whom I never saw before, and
whom it may be, I shall never see on earth a-
- gain, my spirit is meved with the most tend-
er solicitude about their eternal destiny. I
am irresistibly borne forward in imagination
to that occadsion, when we must stand toge-
ther at the judgment-seat of our common Lord
and I feel anxious for the station which each
of you shall occupy in’'that dreadful, decisive
hour. Dare I entertain, shall I entertain the
pleasing hope of beholding you all placed
on the right hand of the judge, clothed in
the flowing robes of his righteousness, shining
in the beauties of holiness, carrying * palms
in your hands,” wearing ¢ crowns upon your
heads,” and invited with angels and arch-an-
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E‘els to the possession ¢ of his everlasting
ingdom.” Ah!. are there not some; have
we not reason to apprehend that there are ma-
ny present who ¢ have neither part nor lot”
in that inheritance ! Who have never under-
gone that change of heart, ¢ that washing of
regeneration, that renewing of the Holy Ghost,
without which no man can sce the Lord ?”
Although the influences of the Divine Spirit
have recently descended in liberal showers
on various towns around, and apparently on
inany in this town, #key have not descended
on them. Would to God, that their eyes
were opened to behold that sword of indigna-
tion which hangs unsheathed over their heads,
and the horrors of that wrath to which they
are exposed by transgression. Would to God,
that they were enabled by faith to discover
that city of refuge which is revealed in the
gospel, and which all who enter are eternally
safe. Most willingly I embrace this opportu-
nity ¢ of espousing them all to one Husband,”
even Jesus the infinite Surety, that hereafter
.they may stand before the presence of his
glory with exceeding joy. Behold, I bring
near his righteousness, and offer it for your
immediate, unconditional reception, and as
you consult your eternal welfare, put on with-
out delay, put on with all affection ¢ this gar-
ment of salvation.” Clothed with this imma-
culate, infinitely precious robe you shallbe
accepted now, and saved forever. ¢ He that
believeth on the Son hath everlasting life.”’
How truly gracious the term, belicving on the .
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Son, embracing his righteousness, submit-
ting to his sceptre, relying on his atoning sa-
crifice for the remission of all offences, trust-
ing to his covenant faithfulness, for theaccom-
plishment of every promise ;- “ He who thus
believeth on the Son hath eternal life ;*” he re- -
ceives the title in his immediate adoption ;
he is constituted, in the very moment of /is
believing, he is constituted an leir of God, and
a joint heir with Jesus the Mediator to all the
blessmgs of grace and glory. Asyour brother
by nature, your fellow-sinner by departing -
from the Living God, let me expostulate with
you to acquiesce in this plan of redemption. "
Do you expect, can you ask salvation by any
scheme more eligible ; a scheme more accep-
table to the Father who ordained it, to the
Son who accomplished it,to the Spirit of grace
who applies it, or more appropriate to your
own circumstances as sinners who have for-
feited every claim to the mercy of God ?
Choose you this day on what terms you will
transact with a Holy, Righteous, offended
Sovereign. WIll you throw down the wea-
pons of your hostilities, and accept of Jesus in
whom Jehoval is reconciled ; or consulting
the damning suggestions of proud, impious,
infatuated reason will you carry on the war-
fare, and rush deliberately ¢ on the thick bos-
ses of his buckler 2 We are ambassadors for
Christ,” and wait to - know the issue of our
cmbassy : We wait to know whether the terms
of ne gociation are acceptable : Whether the
overtures of grace proposed on the part of

. -
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heaven are acceded to, and ratified on your
part. Were all the strangers. to the covenant
who are present ; were twenty ; was only one
persuaded to accept of Jesus Christ for righ-
teousness and salvation, how joyful would be
this occasion ! Some attending angel would:
speedily convey the intelligence to the hosts
above : Then all the Angels of God would
clap their wings, and they in concert with the
spirits of just men before the throne burst forth
in one universal, rapturous acclamation, let us.
make merry and be glad : For such a sinner
in yonder sanctuary was dead, and is alive a-
gain; and was lost and is jbund

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel from ever-
lasting to everlasting ; and let all the people
say, Ax EN, Praise ye the Lord,





