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JEREMIAH v. 29.

SHALL NOT MY SOUL BE AVENGED ON SUCH A NA-
TION AS THIS,

T HIS prophet appeared in a very degene-
Pte period of the Jewilh church. Every orderof that

pcaple, from the humble peafant to the prince on the

th¥ore, had apoftatized from the true God, and had
loft that fimplicity in his worfhip, and that zeal for
his name which were their former chara&eriftic and
glory. - The mafs of the people, forfaking the Lord.
God of iheir fathersy had mingled in all the abfurdi-
ties of the idolatry of the nations around them : their
princes did evilin the fight of Fehovah, arid no langer
ruled for his glory, or the good of their fubje@ts:
even thofe who were called to minifter at the altar de-
graded both themfelves and their office by a fervile,
corrupt, mercenary fpirit: The fun had alfo gone down .
upon their prophets ; thefe lights of Ifracl were now
darkened through error of principle, and licentiouf-
nefs of praflice ; inftead of fiemming the torrent of
general defetion by expofing with a holy heroifm
the iniquities of all claffes, they rolled along with the
fiream, and rather tended to {well and infuriate it by
prophecying a falfe vifion, and ihe deceit of their own
hearts. Thereis not a more awful prefage of fpeedy
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defirufion to a nation than when, as the prophet
exprefles it, there is like people, like pricft ; when
corruption of manners generally prevails, and the
meflengers of the Lord of hofts have neither firmnefe
nor fidelity to make an open oppofition.

Tre Lord God, grieved and provoked with tbefc '
abominations, gently, yet feverely reminds Ifrael of
her former zeal for his glory; and his delight in her as
his peculiar people. I remember thee, the kindnefs of
thy youth, and the love of thine efpoufals : Ifracl was
holinefs to the Lord, and the firf} fruits of his increafe.
He then appeals to heaven and earth, whether an ex-
ample of fuch ingratitude and obflinacy could be:
found in any other nation. Hat thou feen that which
backfliding Ifrael hath done.: fhe is gone up upon eve-
7y high mountain and under every green iree, and
there hath played the harlot : and I faid after fhe had
done all thefe things, turn thou unto me, but fhe re-
turned not : their tranfgreffions are many, and their
backflidings are increafed, how fhall I pardon thee
for this 2 At laft worn out with their iniquities, and
refolved to make a full end of them as a people alto-
gether incorrigible, Jehovah calls upon Jeremiah to.
arife and at the peril of his own foul not to refufe de-
nouncing their doom ; Thou therefore gird up thy
loins and arife and fpeak unta them allthat I command
thee ; be mot difmayed at their faces, left I confound
thee before them. Shall not I wifit for thefe things
Jfaith the Lord ; *Is not my wrath revealed from

heaven again®} all ynrighteoufnefs and ungodlinefs of
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man ? Can I confiftently with the purity and re@i-
tude of my nature; can I confiftently with my cha-
rafter as the moral governor of the world pafs by
with impunity thele wanton, thefe repeated, thefe
grofs violations of my law ? Shall not my ﬁal be a-
venged on fuch a nation as this 2 |

You will readily notice that the expreffion, /sl
not my foul be avenged, is rather uncommon ; itis
ufed after the mannér of men and reprefents the great
God as earneftly and unalterably bent on his pur-
pofe ; it is defigned to exprefs both the certainty and
the feverity of the judgments to be executed on infa-
tuated Ifrael.

Tr1s day was fet a part for the folemn exercifes
of falting, humiliation and prayer on account of the
alarming afpet of providence to our country, We
are not called merely to deprecate that wrath which
abparcntly hangs over our nation; they are greatly
miftaken who imagine that this thould be our only,
oreven our principal exercile : we ought to be deep-
ly imprefled that our national offences are the caufe
of our national calamities ; we ought impartially to
examine what tranfgreffion on our part has kindled
this hot difpleafure ; to acknowledge the righteoufnefs
of Jehovah in all the judgments with which we are
threatened ; to improve by faith the atonement of
bis Eternal Son as the only mean of our reconciliation 3
to return to him in the exercife ofunféigned repent-
" ance, and then earneftly to plead with an offended

God that i the widft of wraih he would remember
mcrcy,
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I~ order to aflift you in thefe important exercif-

& it may be proper, ' -
1. To confider thofe crimes with which as a na-

tion we are obvioufly chargeable—and .

11. Trose evidences of divine vengeance which
we have accafionally felt and under which we now

fuffer.

1. As a nation, we are chargeable with fhame-.
ful ingratitude for privileges enjoyed. It muft be
frefh in your own recolle@ion when the fpot where
we now worfhip was ravaged by the incurfions of a
formidable, unpitying foe; when the murderous fa-
vage with his tomakawk and fcalping knife prowled
around your dwellings, often piercing your fouls
with his terrific yells; when the doors of your fanflu-
ary were fhut vp ; when your habitations* were left
defolate ; when the fon, torn from the arms of his
mother, and the hufband from the embraces of his
wife, were expolfed to the toils and dangers of the

% The British army under the command of General Bur-
guoyne, in their descent from Canada, marched along the
Hudsonriver,abou? siztecnmiles tothe west of Salem; buz small
detachments of the enemy penetrated that and the neighbor-
ing towns, plundering the inhabitants : Parties of Indians
also sallied out through these settlements, and murdered a
whole family in the wvicinity of Salem ; and the {fcwen
was almost entirely cvacuated tn August of 171717, when the
ankabitants, through apprehension of the enemy, fled for
shefter into the interior of the country. ’
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" field; and you were drsiven ta firangers for a mifer.
able fhelter from the inclemency of the fesfon. In
that hour of peril and panic, the avenger of wrongs
interpofed in your behalf; difconcerted the adverfas
1y ; crowned with vi€lory equally unexpe@ed and
fignal* your feeble exertions, and reftored-you to'the
peaceful pofleflion of your own habitations.  Since
the revolutionary war, which terminated in the indes
pendence of our cauntry, we have enjoyed a degree
of profperity without a parallel in the hiftory
of any nation; We are favored with a conttitu-
tion probably the moft mild, the moft equitable,
and, while fupported by public virtue, the moft diffu«
five of general happinefs that was ever framed by
man. While our ears have often heard the thunder of
diftant war; while almoft every arrival upon our
coafts has brought the intelligence of the murderous
battle fought; of other wives made widows, and
other children fatherlefs; of old kingdoms coavul-
fed, and new empires erefted on their ruins, our
peace has been uninterrupted : We have eat cvery man:
of his own vine, and cvery one of his fig tree, and
drank every onc of the waters of his ciffern, without a-
ny to annoy or alarm: While famine has waved
her fcourge over other countries and driven thou-
fands of the inhabitants to the neceffity of begging
their bread, we have literally rolled in worldly afflu-

" ® The memorable defeat and capture of General Bur-
guoyne took place about the 11th of October, when the inha-
bitants returned to their own possessions.
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ence ; our foil, under the hufbandman’s culiivation,
has yielded a rich profufion of fruits, and our com:'
merce has wafted upon our fhores the produélions of
every foreign clime. Thefe outward privileges have
been crowned with the infinitely. more precious means
of falvation. We have enjoyed the oracles of the
living God in our own language, and the various
ordinances ofhis worfhip in their native fimplicity and
purity. When privileges {o pre-eminent are beftow-
ed on a perfon or a people, returns of thankfgiving,
and obedience are expeted in proportion ; but the
bleflings heaped upon us as a nation have been equal-
led only by our ingratitude and impiety. Have
we as individuals, been walking in the fear of the
Lord, regulating ourfelves by his word as the rule,
and confuling his glory as the higheft end of our
lives ? As families have we been offering up the tri-
bute of praife to the common Author of our mercies ;
has each been encouraging the other to the perform-
ance of every civil, and focial, and religious duty ;
bave we been thus teaching and admonifhing one ano-
_ther in pfalms, and hymns, and fpiritual fongs 2 Have
we as a nation exceeded all others in gratitude, as we
have been elevated above them in privilege ? As ci-
tizens, as minifters, as magiftrates have we advanced
hand in hand, eachaiming at the good of the whole ;
and all promoting the glory of Him who raifed usto a
rank fo exalted among the nations of the earth ? How
reverfe havebeen our charafter,and conduét? More
ungrateful, more infatuated than Fefhurun we have

.
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waxed fat ; wehaveforgotten the God that made us, who
. sedeemed us in the hour of jeopardy, and lightly ¢f-
teemed the rock of our falvation. The diftinguithing
goodnefs of God inftead of leading us to repentance,
to reformation of life has produced pride, prefumpa
tuoufnefs, licentiouTnefs of principle, and profligacy
of manners. Our affluence, which ought to have
flowed in fupplying the wants of the indigent ; in fup-
porting the ordinances of religion ; in propagating
the gofpel through the frontier fettlements ; and in
conveying to the perifhing heathen the means of fal-
vation, has been proftituted to luxury of living; to

extravagance of drefs ; to the aggrandizement of our
' families; or in adding houfe to houfe and farm

to farm. Our language has correfponded with
* that of the prefumptuous monarch of Egypt, Who
is the Lord that we fhould obey him 2 ¢ Our gold, our
filver, our pofleffions are our own, and for the grati-
fication of our own appetites they thall be employed.”
Our ingratitude is thus a fin of high aggravation,
and is one caule why the Lord God is pleading his
controverfly with our land. Hear O heavens, and
give ear, O earth, Sfor the Lord hath fpoken ; I have
nourifhed and brought up children, and they have re-
belled againft me. They have forfaken the Lord ; they
have provoked the holy one of Ifrael to anger, they
have gone away backward. Might he not in righte.
ous indignation have added, Ak, Iwill eafe me of
mine adverfaries ; I will avenge me of mine enemies 2

2. Our daring impiety manifefted by a contempt
B
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of God, and his ordinances, is another caufe of his
controver{y ; one for which we ought this day to ex-
ercife humiliation in his fight. How is his infinitely -
venerable name profaned in the unneceflary, irreve-
rend ufe ofit by fome, and in the impious oaths and
imprecations of others ? Are not his ordinances neg-
~ letted and defpifed by many, who live within reach of
the fan€tuary, and who, by their parents, were early
devoted to his fervice in baptifm ? Is not that precious
volume the bible ; that volume which affords the moft
reviving expreflionsof Jehovah’s love, and conftitutes
the broad charter of all our privileges and profpeéls ;
is not that volume regarded by fome with negleét and
indifference ; by others has it not been derided as the

offspring of fuperftition, or prieftcraft ? Does not a li-
centious infidelity obvioufly pervadethe higher orders
of fociety in our country ? Was not that man who has
appeared as one of the moft open, bold, unblufhing
champions in this caufe ; who has exhaufted his talents
in the derifion of every thing {acred ; who has utter-
ed the fouleft blafphemies, which a polluted imagina-
tion could conceive, againft the Son of God, againft
his Perfon, againft the myfteries of his gofpel, and the
minifters of his religion ; has not that man been in-
vited to this country by the leading men of our na-
tion ; has he not been correfponded with, and caref~
fed fince his arrival ? If this circumftance does not a-
vow their real enmity to the faviour’s crofs, it at leaft
betrays an alarming indifference to its interefts : And
I am bold to affert tkat thofe who are hottile to our re-
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Jigion cannot be the real friends of our liberty, what-
ever be their political pretenfions. Divine revelation
is the great charter of our rights as men, nolefs than
of our privileges and profpefs as chriftians; it
proclaims to man his dignified origin, as created after
the image of God ; it infpires the individual with
the moft exalted fenfe of his own importance, by de-
claring that the Lord God haik made of one blood all
men to dwell upon the earth, and confequently that all
are naturally poffefled of certain, equal, unalienable
rights : This comftitutes the greateft poffible fecurity
for focial order among men by enjoining us ta live
Sfoberly, righteoufly and Godly ; to do juftly, tolove mer-
¢y, and walk humbly with our God, Thefe are notthe
fentiments merely of the divine ; they are maxims
firmly believed and-openly avowed by the moft ac-
compliflied legiflators that ever adorned the world.—
Suffice it to mention the obfervations®* of Him whom

% His Excellency GRoRGE WASHINGTON, 11 his last
address to the cilizens of the United States.  * Christianity,”
says’ Montesque, a celebrated Frenchwriter, ¢ has prevented
the establishment of despotism in Ethivpia, nolwz’!/zlsfanding
1ls situation in the midst of African despotic states.”. And
Hume, althougiia inalignant enemy to religion, has acknow-
ledged that ¢ the precious sparks of liberty: were kindled by
the puritans in England, and to them the English owe the
whole frecdom of their constitution.”” I cannot help remark-
1ng that the olsercations of these authors are literally cxem-
plified in New-England. ‘There is no part of the christian
world where pure religion more eminently flourished than in
those states forr generations afler their first setlleinent ; and
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all revered as equally the Statesman, the Hero, the
Patriot ; on whom the eyes of every American
ciiizen were faftened as the brightek ornament of
our country ; our pride in peace ; our fhieldin war;
and,under’God,the inftrument of incalculablebleffings
to our nation. ¢ Of all the difpofitions and habits
which lead to political profperity, religion and moral-
ity are indifpenfible fupports. In vain would that
maan claim the tribute of patriotifm who fhould labor
to fubvert thefe great pillars of human happinefs ;
thefe firmelt props of the duties of men and citizens :
*The mere politician equally with the pious man ought
to refpe®t, and to cherifh them. A volume could
not trace all their conneflions with private and pub-
lic felicity.”

’AAGAIN, is not the holy fabbath, that reft which
is ordained for the people.of God ; that inftitution
which is calculated to fecure health to the body, no
lefs than happinefs to the foul; that inftitution which
is a lively memorial of the refurre€lion of our cruci-
fied Lord, and furnifhes a conflant pledge of our
own refurrc€ion, is not this day openly proftituted
without a blufh, and without remorfe ? Is it not
profaned by fome in idlenels and amufements ; by
otbers in unneceffary vifits, and by many in the deli-

there is perhaps no part of the globe, where the principles of
rational liberty are better understood, or tnore zealously vin-
dicated. On the other hand, what probably paved the way
for the easy introduction of despotism in France than the ge-
ncial infidelity and licensciousness of the people.
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berate profecution of their fecular employments ? Is
‘not the peaceful worfhiper often interrupted and in-
fulted as he repairs to, or retires from the temple of
his God, by the wanton tranf{greflors of that facred
jnftitution ? And does it not render our guilt more
aggravated, and expofe us to feverer vengeance, that
this profanation of the Sabbath is permitted in part
by public authority ? Our Legiflature* has explicitly
provided that no man ¢ removing his family, or
houfehold furniture” fhall be detained on that day,
Does not this toleration virtually make void the com-
mand of Jehovah who had enjoined, TAKE HEED
TO YOURSELVES, AND BEAR NO BUR.

#* During the discussion of a bill relating to the Sabbath,
which was brought before the Legislature some years’sincé,
a member was heard in the strect to ** damn the Sabbath and
all its advocates.”” I mention this circumstance merely, to
shew that in the election of the unprincipled, indecent man
to public office, we not merely evince a want of zeal for God,
a wart of concern for the intevests of morality, but a great

want of respect to ourselves, DPelitions in support of that
bill were poured in_from warious parts of the state, and a sin-
gle copy of the petition from the cily of New-York, as was
stated tn a public paper,had exghteen hundred names annexed
t01l. Ascitizens of a free government we possess the right
in a respectful manner to petition our legislative bodies, and
our petitions, especially when prescnted by a large and re-
spectable part of the state,are entitied to respectful atlention.
But wn the instance of the member above mentioned, the
maxim holds true, that he who docs not fear God will not
segard man, not even his constituents from whom all his lit-
tle zmportance ts derived.
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DEN ON THE SABBATH DAY, nor bring it
in.by.the gates of Ferufalem ; neither carry forth a
burden.out of your houfes on-the Sabbath day, neither
do y¢ any. work, but hallow the Sabbath day, as Icom-
Manded your fathers. Have we not reafon to fear
that the Lotd: God, provoked by our impiety, will:
©xecute upon us.the vengeance denounced againft
- the nation of Ifrael, I'will draw out a fword afier you,
and make your cities wafte.  Then fhall the land enjoy.
her Sabbaths as long. as.it lieth defolate, and ye fhall
bein your enemies country ; cven then fhall the land
seft.and enjoy her.Sabbaths.

- 8. Tue general, and very grofs corruption of
public morals is apother caufe of the divine dif-
pleafure with us-as a nation. May not the records -
of aur courts of juftice teftify how common. are.
the. crimes of falle fwearing, and forgery; crimes
- peculiarly offenfive to Jehovah ; and which tend
to fap the very foundation of focial order among men ? .
Do, not our daily prints announce the very alarming
increafe of bankruptcies in our country ? Probably.
one thoufand inftances of private failure occur now,
where not one accurred twenty years ago. This
fa& evinces the corruption of public morals, as thefe
failures muft ordinarily proceed cither from a con-
cealment of property with a view to defraud the cre-
ditor, or from a mode of living utterly beyond cur
ability, Is.nat, that moft upnatural, moft horrid.
of all_crimes, felf-murder, become mournfully pre-
valcmlamongv us ? Is it not alfo a fathionable thing ;
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is it not confidered the teft of real heroifm, the cha-
ra&eriftic of the man of honor to take, or to aim at
taking the life of another in dueling ? and is not this
murderous* pratice publicly fanftioned by the ad-
vancement of fuch offénders to ftations of emolument
and honor ? Have we not this moment fome fanding
high in office in our own ftate, and in the United
. States, whofe confcienices are flained with the guilty
and whofc hands are encrimfohed with the blood of
their fellow-men ? Can we expett that our country,
in over-looking with impunity this daring offence; will
cfcape the vengeance of him who has folemnly or-
dained that, WHOSO SHEDDETH MAN%
BLOOD BY MAN SHALL HIS BLOOD BE
SHED, FOR IN THE IMAGE OF GOD
MADE HE HIM. v ‘
How common among us are the vices of intéin-
perate drinkisg, of rioting, of gambling and fwear-
ing ? Are there not fome men prefiding on the bench

* Is this epithet pronounced harsh ; it is supported by
dhe judiciul testimony of an honorable gentleman of our own
age and country ; by one whose benevolerice of heart must ex-
‘cite the affection, and whosé integrity and capacity 1 his of

fice command the esteem of all who krow kim. < As mur-
der in contemplation of law essentially consists in deliberately

‘ killing a fellow creature, 1t is obvious where death ensues in
a duel, that it is generally speaking the most aggravated
species of murder, because it is accompanied with every spe-
cies df coolpremeditation that a spirit of envy could dictate.”?
—~Charge to the Grand Jury of Reading, by the Honorable
Jacos Rusn, Esq.
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of civil juftice who are grofsly profane in their con-
verfation ; who have lived in repeated a€ts ofunclean~
nefs ; who are devoted to gambling, and by whom '
the Lord’s day is often fpent in their worldly occupa-
tions ? This diffipation of condu& is offenfive in any
man but accompanied with peculiar aggravations in
the magiftrate who explicitly is pronounced a MIN-
ISTER OF GOD FOR GOOD to others: it is
a dire&t proftitution of his facred funé&ion, and ren- -
ders him a terror not to evil works, but to the good.
Civil government is as really an ordinance of Jeho-
vah, as ecclefiaftical govérnment ; he, therefore,
who fuftains an officc in the ftate ought to aim at pu-
rity of converfation, no lefs than he who fuftains an
office in the church ; and when they who rule in either
capacity lofe fightofthe folemnity of their ftation, they
degrade both themfelves and their office. It is the
uniform, the upright, the dignified dcportymcnt of
the man which gives majefty to the minifter.: itis no
lefs the uniform, the upright, the dignified deport-
ment of the man which gives majefty to the magif-
trate. Befides, a wanton diffipated conduét in thofe
who fuftain the office of the civil magiftracy has a
tendency to demoralize fociety at large.  When the
oot of a- tree’is rotten, the branches cannot remain
verdant, and flourithing ; if the fountain itfelf be pol-
luted, we cannot expe& the ftream to be pure, and
when the head of the body politic becomes difordered
the deadly contagion neceffarily fpreads through all
parts of the fyftem,
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There is another evidence of public corruption
which I dare not pafs over unnoticed : :I fean the
obvious proftitution of the right of fuffrage. In our
free government the choice:of all rulers either imme-
diatcl;r or remotely depends on the people. This,
right of elefing our own reprelentation is the great
privilegé for which our fathers fought, and which is
bequeathed to us, fealed with the blood of thoufands ;
this is a privilege for which.many of you fought, and
for the purchafe of which fome of you bled : It is the
full enjoyment of this right which diftinguifhes the
citizen from the fubjeét; . which exalts the freeman in
one-.country above the abjeft, infulted, degraded
flave in another country : But is not this right crimi-
nally proftituted among us ? What is the primary
qualiﬁcation which is ofdinari]y foughtinthe candidate
for public office ? Do we attend to the admonition
prefcribedby Eternal truth, He that RULETH over
men muft be JUST, RULING in the FEAR of Je-
hovah ? Have we purfued the maxim delivered by
the wifelt of men,and the moft magpnificent, profper-
ous of Princess RIGHTEOUSNESS EXALT-
ETH A NATION, and -offered our fuffrages for
thofe who in private life were patterns of righteouf-
nefs, and as rulers would probably ufe their influence
for promoting it among others ? Have we not more
generally enquired, ¢ where is the decided, ardent
partizan ; the man who will moft zealoufly adhereto
that political feftion to which we belong,” without re-
gard to morall,'or religious, or even intelle€tual quali-

<
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fications ? In the warmth of party-fpirit have we nos
contributed to the advancement of thofe who were’
the known enemies of religion, and have atlowed -
themfelves in falfely flandering its minifters ? On this
day of humiliation as the meffenger of the Lord of
hofts, and as I defire to be found faithful to my truft
when the ftorm is blackening over us, I bear my tefti-
mony againft the promotion of unprincipled, immo-
ral, impious men as amoft aggravated iniquitf in our
land ; and I believe, as firmly as I believe my exift-
ence, that without fpeedy and fpecial repentance on
our part, this infult to the Lord of hofts will bring
wrath upon our nation, until both our ears will tingle,
Has he not moft folemnly forewarned us that, when
righteous men are in authority the people rejoice, but
when the wicked rule the land mourneth 2 Befides, the
ele@ion of men to public office who are deftitute of
moral re@itude, is impolitic in the extreme, and puts
~ in jeopardy our moft important interefts as citizens.
~ Hear the fentiment of a reverend member who ador-
ned our counfels during the ftruggle with Great-Bri-
tain ; one in whom were united the eminent divine,
the enlightened ftatefman, and the uncorrupted, ardent
patriot. ¢ Thofe who wifh well to the flate ought to
choofe to places oftruft men of inward principle, juf-
tified by examplary converfation. Is it reafonable
to expeft wifdom from the ignorant ; fidelity from
the profligate ; or application to public bufinefs from
men of diffipated life? Is it reafonable to commit the
public revenue to one who has wafted his own n~*-*
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mony ? Thole therefore who pay no refpet to reli-
gion and fobriety in thofe whom they fend to the Le-
'giﬂatuire of any ftate, are guilty of the greateft abfur-
dity, and will foon pay dear for their folly. Leta
man’s zeal, profeffions,oreven principles as to political
meafures be what they may, if heis without perfonal
integrity and private virtue, he is not to be trufted.
I think we have héd fome inftances of men who have
roared in taverns for liberty, and been moft noify in
public meetings, who have become traitors in a little
time. Suffer me on this fubje& to make another re-
mark. With what judgment will laws againft immo-
rality be made, or with what vigor will they be exe-
cuted by thofe who are profane and immoralin their
own pralice. Let us fuppofe a magiftrate on the
bench of juftice, adminiftering an oath to a witnefs
or paffing fentence of death upon a criminal and put-
ting him in mind of a judgment to come. With
what propriety, dignity, or force.can any of thefe be
done by one who is known to be a blafphemer, an
infidel, or by whom in his convivial hours every thing
ferious or facred is treated with fcorn.”* o
PermiT me to notice as anotker caufe of the di-
vine difpleafure thofe bitter contentions, thofe mutual
reproaches which abound among us. 'What are our
feafons of eleftion but feafons of detraftion, and de-
famation, by which the paffions of each other are in-

- * Dy, Willzbrspoon, in his sermons, delivered on a general
fast at the commencement, and a general thanksgiving, at
the conclusion of ih¢ late revolution,
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flamed ? What liberties aré frequently taken in re-
proaching public men, and mifreprefenting public
meafures. Does not the living God explicitly forbid
the indulgence of hatred, variance, emulations, wrath
and herefies 2 An untender, unforbearing {pirit be-
tween man and man is always inexcufeable, but it is
peculiarly offenfive when cherifhed by thofe who are
citizens of the fame commonwealtli ; whofe civil and
focialinterefts are intimately blended together. In
republican forms of government, where public vir-
tue is the great pillar on which the government refts,
a degree of party fpirit may be profitable ; one por-
tion of the community thus proves a “ watch-tower”
to the other; but when this fpirit becomes outrageous
and infurid®d, when jealoufy pervades every clafs
of fociety, and extinguithes almoft every fpark of
mutual confidence, it proves equally rcproachful,
and ruinous.

Tusse are a few of thofe provocations with
which we are chargeable as a people, and for which
without fincere repentance on our part, the fcourge
of a righteous God ' will unavoidably overtake us.
For fuch provocations were his judgments for-
merly denounced againft even his favorite Ifrael, and
owing to their obftinate impenitence were finally exe-
cuted in their utter deftru&tion. If ye will not hear-
ken unto me, faith Fehovah, and do all my command-
ments : and if ye fhall defpife my flatutes, or if your
Jfoul abhor my judgments ; I alfo will do this unto you :
I will appoint unio you terror, confumption, and the
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burning ague. that fhall confume the eyes and caufy for-
row of heart ; and ye fhall fow your feed, and yowur
enemies [hall eat it ; and I will make your cities wafle
and.bring your fantluary into defolation.. Then fhall
the land enjoy her fabbaths as long as it lieth defolate;
and ye be in your enemics land, even then fhall the land
reft, and. enjoy her fabbaths. Again, If ye will not
hearken unto me to hallow the fabbath day, and nat. to
bear a burden, cven entering in at the gaies of Ferufalem
‘on the fabbath day ; Wien will I kindle a fire inthe gates

thereof, and it fhall devour the palaces of ]crufalem
and it fhall not be quenched.

BreTREN, when we read thefe fearful denuncia-
tions, and then contemplate our own conduét, whomaft
not tremble for his country ? Was the holy fabbath -
more generally, or wantonly profaned in Judea, than
in America ? Were the fireets of Jerufalem more fre-
quently polluted by the unhallowed buyer and feller
on that day, than are the ftreets of our own fettlements

and villages and cities ? Muft we not- rationally ex-
pett that tke foul of our offended fovereign will be a-
venged on fuch a nation as ours ?° Is the violation' of
his law lefs aggravated among us whofe light is more
clear, whofe privileges are more exaltzed than among
them ; or is the Lord God lefs righteous to avenge
the quarrel of his covenant ? Nay, have not our judg-
ments already commenced ?

To confider the evidences of divine wrath which
we have occafionally experienced, and under which
we now fuffer, was the fecond part ~f our fubjeét,
and demands our attention,
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1. Has not a Holy God often plead his contro-
verfy with our land by a fearful peftilenice ? Receiv-
ing its commiffion from on high, has not this fcourge
gone abroad through our country, and vifited in their
turn our cities from the northern to the fouthern ex-
tremities of the union ? In its hoftile career bas it not
defolated for a feafon the fan&tuaries of God ; driven
from their abodes thoufands of our citizens, and
mingled in fudden promifcuous ruin the babe, the
youth and the hoary head?  * ‘

As another mark of hisindignation, and another
thean of reclaiming an ungrateful apoftatifing people,
has he not commiffioned the fire to become the aven-
ger of his quarrel ? Has not this devouring element
Jaid wafte in fome degree many of our cities, and re-
duced from affluence to poverty hundreds of their in-
habitants ? The meflengers of Jehovah’s wrath have
not been confined to our cities, but have occafiomally
vifited all parts of the country. The infe&, anarmy
fmall, imperceptible, yet irrefiftible, has marched
through the land, and cut down in its progrefs, the
flaff of life. Before it our fields were cloathed with
verdure, and flourithing as the garden of Eden, but be-
hind it a defolate wildernefs. Did he not in one year
Shut up the windows of heaven, refufing to us the carly
and latter rain in their feafon ; and by intemperate
rains in another year did be not deftroy the frujts of
the earth, blaft the hopes of the hufbandman, and a-
larm with apprehenfions of cleannefs of teeth @ Such
are the fcourges which we have occafionally felt in

.
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years that are paft ; fuch the expreffions of divine '
indignation under which our land has often trembled : 4
Natural caufes have been ingenioufly affigned for all
thefe calamities : Prcfdmptuous, impious mortals
would fondly exclude Jehovah from all agency in the
world, as they extinguith every generous impulfe of
his fear and love in their own hearts : Every occur-
rence, whether profperous or adverfe, is afcribed by
them to fecondary means; but the man of wifdom
will confider them as coming forth' from the Lord of
hofts, and as vifitations either of his mercy or wrath,
Is there evil in the city ; is there evil in the country,
and the Lord hath not done it 2 Does the peftilence
confume the perfons of our citizens, or the fire de-
vour their property ?. Does the rain prove our
fcourge in one year, or the draught in another, or the
mildew in another without his permiffion and appoint-
ment. They are alike the minifters of almighty
God ; they come only at his call, and they continue
to fulfil the high commiffion received from his hand.
Thus he declared to Ifrael formerly, and thus he may
declare to America now, I have withholder the rain
from you when there were yet three months to the har-
veft : I have fmitten you with blafling and mildew : I
have fent among thee peflilence afier the manner of E-
&ypt : I have overthrown fome of you, as God overthrew
Sodom and Gomorrah.

For all thefe his anger is not lurned away, but his
hand is firetched out flill.  Is not our nation trembling
at this moment under awful appearances of the divine
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difpleafure? ‘Has not the cloud cdlleted, and fpread,
and darkened every part of our horifon, and ‘s feem-
ingly ready to burft forth in our deitruétion ? Are'we
not now aflembled in this fanétuary for the very pur- -
pofe of deprecating the difpleafure of our God ; of
confefling and mourning over our nationalguiltasthe
procuring caufe, and to implore his return in loving
kindnefs to our land ? The.anger of the Lord hath di-
vided us as a people; he no longer regardsus. Does
not a diverfity of fentiment ; does not alienation -of
affe€tion almoft univerfally prevail ? Has not-mutu-
al confidence departed from ourfellow-citizens, and
the fell demon of difcord fucceeded in its room ? Is’
not the brother alienated from his :brother ; the fon
from his father ; the neighbor from his acighbor ;
thecitizen from the magiftrate ? Nay, has not mutu-
tual confidence departed in fome inftances from the
fpiritual paftor and the people of his charge ? Is it
not a notorious fa& that if the fervants of the crofs
remain faithful to their truft ; if they expofe without
partialiyy and without hypocrify the corruptions of men
and magiltrates, they are immediately flandered in
public houfes and public prints ; they are reprefented
as rallying under the ftandard of party, and as con-
verting their pulpits into political engines. Have not
thefe jealoufies, thefe contentions diffufed their dead-
ly influence through every part of the commaunity ?
Do they not tend to diftral the proceedings of every
affembly, from the petit-jury up to the higheft delibe-
rative counfel in the nation ? Has it not become 2
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. watter of courfe that a meafure propofed by, one clafs
of the community will be eppofed and reprobated by
the other ? Although we are citizens of ‘the fame
commonwealth, and united by the deareft focial con-
neflions ; although we have all that is interefting to
us in time, our property, our liberty, our religion,
our lives embarked,on the fame bottom, yet we mark
" the movements of each other with all the fufpicion of
the avowed, irreconcileable éncmy This alienation
of heart ; thofe bitter revxlmgsl formerly mentioned
as our fin ; I would now memxon them as a mo& de-
plorable calamity, and as an .evident, very awful
proof of the Lord’s controverly with us. It is an
old proverb, uttered by an. infallible teacher, that
& houfe divided agatryl itfelf cannot jlaud When we
fee a particular fatmly fplit up into faltions ; each
member torturing the feelings, crucifying the cha-
- ralter,” and oppofing the interefts of the other, we
conclude without hefitancy that the Lord has depar-
ted from that houfe, and that its defglation is near.
Itisnot lefs true of nations than of particular families,
unite and you eltablith ; divide and.you deftroy.—
When Jehovah denounced the overthrow of Egypt
for their contempt of his name, and the cruelties which
they had perpetrated upen his people, he declares,
I will fet the Egyptians againfl the Egyptians, and they
Jhall fight every man againft Lis brother,and cveryman
againft his neighbor ; city againft cily, and kingdom
againft kingdom. May we not therefore confider our
internal diffenfions and diftraflions as coming forth
. ®
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from the Lord of kofts, and as his righteous judgment

ypon our guiltyland ? Are we not conftrained to de-
plore ia the plaintive language of the prophet, Fhe
anger of Yehoveh haih divided us ; Manafleh againft
Ephraim, and Ephraim againft Manafeh and they
together fhall be againft Fudak. :

For aH this his anger is not turned away, but his

hand is firetched out flill. "We are now prefled down

_ander a general and heavy calamity : qur commerce,
the chief fource of wealth to the individual, and of

revenue to the government, is in a great meafure de-

firoyed, and even our peace is endangered by the

hoftile appearance of fereign nations. More thin a
year have we fuffered under thefe complicated e-
vils, and their effefts have produced embarraffment
-among al claffes of fociety. No longer is employ-
‘ment offered as formerly to the laborer ; no longer is
the toil of the hufbandman rewarded by an equal com-

penfation for his produce ; no longer is the merchant

animated to enterprifc by fuccefs in his trade ; no

longer are ourharbors enlivened by a race of hardy,

generous feamed ; no longer does our canvafs whiten

the ocean; no longer do our fhips return wafting

upon our fhores the wealth, and the luxurics of every

clime : Different caufes are affigned for this {udden,

calamitous reverfe of our fituation : by fome it is at-

tributed to the want of wifdom and energy in our ad-

miniftration ; by others to the intollerant, oppreflive

meafures of Britain; by others to the ambition, in-

wigues, and corrupting influence of France, but this

7
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alfo muft be confidered as coming forth from the Lord of
hofls, and by this he is avenging his quarrel with our
country. It ishis bleffing which maketh rich ; thaut
crowns with profperity the individual, or the com-
munity, and it is his" difpleafare which blafts their
-eaterprize ; his difpleafure caufes citizen to become
alienated from citizen ; wifdom to depart from our
rulers ; commerce to quit our fhores, and that is
threatening to mufler the hofls to the battle. * Behold
the Lord maketh the earth empty, and fcattereth abroad
the inhabitants thereaf, becaufe they have tranfgre/fed
the laws ; changed the ordinance and broken the cver-
lafling covenant : The new wine mourneth ; the ving
languifheth ; all the merry hearted do figh: He firetch-
 ed out his hands againft the fea ; the Lord hath given
a commandment againft the merchant eity, to defirgy
the firong holds thereof.

Imust trefpdls on your patience by noticing ana-.
ther ¢vidence of the divine difpleafure with our ceun-
try 5 it i one which muft peculiarly interéft and alarm
the hearts of all who realize our dependance on the
God of nations, that our attention has never been
direfted to.the real fource either of our miferies, or
relief. A fpirit of lethargy, of flumber when the
great God is fhaking his rod over a nation is not
merely their fin, but a-fearful prefage of amore dread-
ful vifitation.  Becaufe they confider not the works of
the Lord, nor regard the operations of his hand ; there-

Jore the Lord will defiroy them and not build them up.
There is probably not a more awful evidence that an
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individual, or a nation is abandoned of God, and mar-
ked as viQims for his wrath than to be given up to
themfelves ; to be permitted to remain unawakened
and unconcerned amidft the alarming difpenfations
of his providence. When the cup of the iniquity of
Ifrael was nearly full, and the decree for their def-
trullion had irreveribly pafled, how awful is the
commiffion given to the prophet, Make the heart of
this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and fhut
their eyes: left they fee with their eyes, fee my judg-
ments which are already gathered and lowering over
their heads ; and hear with their cars, hear my voice
of warning in my word, by my meflengers, in the
~ movements of my providence ; and underfland with
their heart, be really affefted with their own abomi-

nations as the meritorious caufe of their miferies, and
~ be healed. The prophet melted at hearing the doom
of his deluded country affefionately replies, Lord,
how long 2 He is anfwered by the oracle, Untif the
cisies be wafte without inhabitant, and the houfes with-
out man, and the land be utterly defolate,

BreTHREN, does not our fituation as a nation ob-
vioufly and awfully correfpond with that of deluded
~ Ifrael? Can we imagine that they were more Rupid,
more infatuated amidft the terrors of the Almighty
than are we in America ? Much time has been occu-
pied in devifing the means of fafety ; much treaflure
has-been expended in fortifying our harbors : meflage
afier meffage has been tranfmitted to foreign courts
reprefenting our grievances and demanding redrefs ;
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but during all our alarms, all thele exertions for main.
taining our rights has the Lord of holts been ackpow-
ledged by us asa nation ; have we been called by |
our civil Rulers to afk the interpofition of him by,
whom kings reign, and princes decree juflice 5 by,
whom princes rule, and nobles even all the judges of
the earth 2 Nay, I mention it with the moft profound
‘emotions of regret, and of trembling ; of humiliation
for the paft and apprehenlions for the future, that du-
ting ecight years we have not been recominended in.
a national capacity to acknowledge the Ruler of na-,
tions : no tribute of thank{giving has afcended to his
throne in the feafon of profperity ; neither have we
in adverfity been direfted to the confeffion of guilt,
nor to afk the interference of that arm which works
falvation. Was fuch the example exhibited by our
illuftrious patriots of 1776; by thofe who then
diretted our counfels, marfhalled our armies in the
field, and were, under God, the inftruments of our
national glory ? On the 17th of May in that year, a,
- day that muft remain memorable while the love ofli-,
berty is cherifhed in our country, the opprefled mil-
lons of America at the call of their rulers approach-
ed the mercy-feat, laid a hiftory of their grievances
before the avenger of wrongs ; implored his interpo-

fition in their behalf, and his ear was gracioufly open
to their cry.

Frowm this doflrine, thus explained, it is obviouf:
ly fuggelted,
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&. Tuar verily there is & God who fudgeth in the
eorth, Viin, impious mortals frequently afk, Whd is
Jehovah vhat ve fRould obey him 2 In the infatuation
ad tradhefs of their hearts, thev often challenge, How
d5th God Miow; and is theré knvwledge in the moft hiigh #
In the chthafiafii of their ithpicty, they are re-
folving, Lét us break his dunds afunder and caft his
evrds fromus. But notwithftanding all theit prefump-
tion awd (d€-confidence, their judgment lingereth not,
and their damination flumbereth not.  He that fitteth int
the hewiens fhall laugh ot thew ; the Lovd fhall hold -
* #hens i devifion : Then fhall he fpeak to them in his
#tath and vex them in Ris fore difpleafure.  Though
Aand join in hand his foul will be avenged {ooner or la-
et ont the Wwatiton, incofrigible perfon or people.—
What is'the hiftory of the world, but a hiftory of Je-
ﬁovah's j’udgm'ehts ih theé chtthrOW ’oT ha‘ughty, lil
m%gniﬁceht etipires of Egypt, of Aflyria, of Greece,
of Rome ? Whete ate now their {plendid cities, their
adathantine walls towerlng towards hicaven ; their dil-
ciplined armies ; their gates of brafs, their chariots of
érvh which promifed ah inivincible defence againtt e-
very affault from without? We behold them in their
tutht receding from the earth, and their memorial has
nearly perifked with them : there rethains nothing but
their name feebly written on the hiftorian’s page.—
How are the mighty falien,-and the wespons of war pe-
7ifked 2 What crafhing of thrones and kingdoms have
we witnefled with our own eyes 2 Where is now the
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antient, augwlt monarchy of Franee; that which
flaed far ages, asd apparently defied even the haond
of time ? Have we not feen it and many others tattes
to their foyndations, and hupdreds and thoufands of
the iphabitants loft in the general wreck P Isit argur
ed  that thefe kingdoms, having grown old, decayr -
ed and mouldered away of courfe, as gvery thing crey
ated naturally tends to diffolution ;” or is i argued,
s¢ that internal caufes may be affigned for all thefe ef-
felts ; that violent infurre&ions convulfed the empire
of Rome, and that Babylop was taken during the li:f
cenfcious rigting of her princes apd nobles ?” Thefe
objc&ions do not in the Jeaft militate again& the argu-
ment. The fovereign ruler of pations agcomplifhes
his purpofes by fecondary caufes; by meanshe protetts .
the righ;cous, and by means he execntes vengeance on
the deluded, infolent oppofers of his goyernment.—
As a proof, for inﬁar_xcc, that the éonqu;ﬂ of B?by-»
lon and the deftruflion of the empir¢ was of Gad,
this event was foretold ages before its accomplifh-
ment ; the inftrument of its overthrow was m,cmlign,cd
by name ; the very manner in which he fhould exe-
cute his purpofe was minutely exprefled ; and yet all
was reprefented as the effe&t of divine vengeangce a-
gainft the Affyrians. Come 'down, faith Jehovah by -
his prophet to that impious city, ¢ome down and fit 1n
the dyft, O virgin daughter of Babylon ; fit on the
ground ; For thou haft trufled in thy wicécdncfs’; thou
kaft faid, mome feeth me : Therefore [hall evil came
wpon thee ;5 thou fhalt not kn‘o_w Srom whenge @ rifah ;s
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dnd mfchzef " fhall fall upon thee ; thou halt hot be able
to put it off ; and defiruction fball come upon thee fud-
Aenly which thou knoweft not.  Through the anger of
almighty God thefe fearful defolations are fpread a-
mong the nations of the earth : A flood of impiety,

of licenfcioufnefs on their part is fucceeded by a flood
of wrath on his part.

2. Wk learn from this doftrine who are the ene-
mies of a country ; who difturb her peace, who in-
terrupt her profperity and endanger her very exift-
ence ; they are thofe who live in the contempt of
God, and the violation of his righteous law. Thefe
are the Achans in the camp who bring wrath upon the
nation of Ifracl. The immoral, impious man ; the
fwearer, the fabbath-breaket, the infolent fcoffer of
religion and its inftitutions ; the parent who is undu-
tiful in bis ftation, who is not diligent in educating his
offspring for God and his fervice ; the magiftrate
who does not rule in the fear of Fehovah, but pollutes
the land by a loofe, licenfcious deportment and con-
verfation : Thefe are the perfons, by whatever poli- -
tical name they are known, or under whatever mafk
they appear among their fellow-citizens, who bring
down the judgments of heaven on fettlements, and ci-
ties and nations : Thefe are the perfons who occa-
fionally fhutup the windows of heaven, fufpending
the early and later rain in their feafon ; who dry up-
the ftreams of commerce ; who give commiflion to
the peflilence wafling its thoufands in our fireets ; who
“unfheath the fword of war, and drench a land in the

1Y
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blood of its inhabitants. . Hear the word of the Lord
e children of Ifrael : hear his word, ye citizens of A-
merica, for the Lord haih & coniroverfy with the inha-
bitants of the land, becaufe dhere ts no trutk, nor mer-
<y nor knowiedge of God. By fwcaring and lying,
and kiling, and committing adultery they ‘break out,
and blood doucheth blood. Therefore [hall the Jand
mourn, aud .coery one shat.dwelleth therein fhall len-
Euifl with the beafts of the fild and the fowls of heaven.
They, on the other hand, are the true patriots who
Sfear -God ; who work righteoufuefs ;who render -to all
Aheir due, giuing unte-Ceafar the things that oere Cea-
Jar's andunto God ihe thiugs thet are God’s ;, who
keep hely the Sabbath by ¢-{pending it in the public
aand private ¢xercifes of divine warlhip ;" who uifit
Ahe [atherlefs and widow in their nfflitlion, and pre-
Jerve themfelues unfpotied fram the world : parents who
are-devout.in-their habitations ; ‘who -early infufe in-
to the hearts of their children the principles ol religion
and virtue ; magiftrates who feel'the folemnity and
-refponfibility of theiriftation, -heing minifler’s of God
Jfor the good of fociety ; who -affume the important
office, mot from motives ofinteret, or honor, but
that they may rule for the glory of him by whofe au-
thority they a€t, .and to whofe bar they are account-
able ; who by the blameleffaefs of their converfation,
and by the impartial difcharge of every efficial duty
become a terror to evil doers and a praife to them that
do well ; minifters wha abound inthe work of the Lord ;
who are not lured from their facred funftion by con-
x
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fiderations of worldly eafe, or emolument, but aftu-
ated by the fame {pirit with their “divine mafter, go
about doing good : fuch perfons, fuch magiftrates,
dfuch minifters are the genuine patriots and friends of
their country.  Contemplating fuch I may freely ex- -
claim in the language of a Jewifh king to the prophet
of Jehovah, my Father, my Father, the chariots of
Ifrael, andthe horfemen thereof. They are the maf--
{y pillars which give ftability to a nation within;
they are the broad fhield which rendersher invincible
‘and impenetrable by any oppofition without. Their
prayers, their interceffions, their alms are of more
importance towards her defence than all the fpecula-
tions of the vain philofopher ; than all the fchemes of
the felf-confident ftatefman; than all the martial
-prowefs of either the foldiery or navy. For the fake
‘of thefe, judgments are often averted and days of ca-
lamity are fthortened. The waters never gufhed up-
‘on the old world until Noah was fecured in the ark ;

" the arm of the deftroying angel was ftayed from the

‘deftrultion of Sodom wuntil Lot had efcaped to the
‘mountains, and when Phineas arofe, and, as a faithful
~magiltrate, executed righteoufnefs the plague was in-
ftantly arrefted inthe camp of Ifrael. Run, faith" Je-
.hovahto the prophet his meflenger, run ye to and fro
through the flreets of Ferufalem, and feck ye in the
broad places thereof, if ye can find a man ; if there be
- any that executeth judgment ; that feeketh truth, and I
will pardon it '

- 3, Wk learn from this do@rine the {uitable ex-
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ercifes of a people in the feafon of impending judg-
ments ; they ought diligently to enquire into the caufe
of the Lord’s controverfy ; they fhould aim at di(-
‘covering thofe national fins which are the procuring
‘caufe of national calamities. We hear the prophet:
complaining with refpe& to the people of Ifrael, O
Lord, thou haft firicken them, but they have not griev-
ed ; thou haft confumed them, but they have refufed to
receive corretlion :- When thy hand is lifted up they will
not feey, and will not behold the majefly of the Lord.
This complaint is mournfully applicable to us amid{t
theprefent alarming appearances of divine providence.
Ourattentionis chiefly confined to the inftruments,one
party is difpofedto.throw the cenfare upon the other ;
the citizen reprobates the ruler, and one portion of
the rulers reproach the other as the caufe of our e-
vils. But whatever finful infirymentality men have in
involving our country in the prefent ftate of embar-
raflinent and alarm, the L.ord God has a fovereign,
righteous agency ; heis avenging his\quai‘rel with an
ungrateful, difobedient nation: and until we become
fenfible of bis difplealure as manifefted in our judg-
ments ; until we difcover our own iniquities as juft- .
ly provoking this difpleafure; until we are fincerely
- humbled on-account of our iiquities, and led to the
blood of reconciliation as our only remiffien, I fhall
catertzin little hopes that the rod will be removed.
Let all, on this day of humiliation, tura their eyes up-
on their own hearts and impartially examine their par-
ticular exercifes ; are they cordially melied. for theic
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own iniquities and for the abominatians ikat prevail
in the land 2 Are they fincerely humbled before the
Lord that ordinances are fo generally negle€ied ; that |
Jefus and his great falvation aredefpifed, that the ho<
ly fabbath is wantonly proftituted by all claffes in our
nation ? Such were the exercifes of the church for-
merly in the feafon of her calamity, and fuch, if we
have received an un&ion of the fame fpirit, will be
our exercifesthisday. O Lord, io us belong confufion
of face, toour kings, to.our princes, and to our fathers
becaufe we have finned againft thee ; yea, all Ifracl
haveiranfgreffed thy laws ; therefore the curfe is poured
upon us, and the oath that 1s written. With confeflion
of former fins let us conne& earneft refolutions
of amendment in the time to come. Would to’
God that henceforth all clafles of our citizens were go-
ing hand in hand,and weeping as they go ; faying, with
penitent Ifrael, letus vewrn to the Lord, for he hath
.torn and ke will heal ; he hath fmitien and he will bind
“us up : come and let us join ourfelves to Fehovah in a
perpetual covenant that fhall not be forgotten. Such
exercifes would be the fureft prefage of future peace
and felicity and glory to our nation : They might be
confidered an -infallible pledge that the cloud which
now darkens our horizon will fhortly evanifh, and
that the fun of profperity will revifit with his cheering
beams our long favored land. '
O Lord, receive thy work inthe midft of the years ;
in the midft of the years make known : in wrath re-
‘member mercy.  Amen and AMEN.



OUR DUTY, &c, -

Sermeon II.

AMOS 1v. 12.

AND BECAUSE I WILL DO THIS WNTO THER ; ERERApy
« .

TO MEET THY GOD, O ISRAEL.

THE holy fcriptures are admirably adapted
to man in his prefent, imperfeft, militant ftate. They
forewarn him of approaching calamities ; they afford
dire&ion in every perplexity ; they in(pire with confi-
dence’in the hour of furrounding peril, and impart
confolation amidft the various adverfities of life.—
The admonition contained in our text muft appear
peculiarly feafonable to Ifrael, when we realife her
awful and interefting fituation at the time of its delive-
ry. It was uttered by the infpired meflenger ir the
days of Uzziah king of Fudah, and in the days of Fe-
yoboam king of Ifrael, two years beforethe carthquake.
The vifitation of the Jewith nation by an eaghquake
is noticed only in this place, and by the prophet Ze-
chariah, The latter as the meflenger of divine wrath
declares, I will gather all nations againft Ferufalem
to battle ; and the city fhall be taken, and the houfes
rifled : and ye_fhall flee to the valley of the mountains ;
yea, ye fhall flee, like as ye fled before the carthquake®

* This event is particularly mentioned by Josephus in
his «« Antiquities of the Jews ;" he relates that * Jereboam
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in the days of Uzziah king of Fudak. The Lord God
never wants infiruments for avenging his quarrel with
the enemies of his government : All elementsare fub-
je&t to his fovereign controul, and all agents, vifible
and invifible, rational and irrational, from the leaft in_
fe& which moves on the earth to the loftieft angei who
walks the ftreets of heaven are at his difpofal, and
ftand ready to perform his pleafure cither of mercy
or wrath: Yet HE isinfinitely fow to anger, and dif-
plays his exceeding, abundant compaffion in giving
previous intimations of approaching calamities. The
cloud ufually makes its firlt appearance fmall as a
man’s hand ; it gradually rifes bigher and becomes
darker, before it burfts forth upon the objet devo-
ted to deftru@ion. The great God warns the wick-
ed by his word, raifing up meflenger afier meffenger ;
by his providence, inflitting leffer judgments as a
mean of reclaiming and faving them from more aw-
ful vifitations. He thus proves to the fatisfaGtion. of
every rational fpeQator, that he is merciful, and gra-
cious, lopg-fuffering and abundant tn goodnefs andtruth ;
that he has no pleafure in the temporal deftru&ion of
nations, or in the everlafting ruin of individuals, but
would rather that both fhould repent, and return and

the son of Joash was a prince most dissolute and licentious in
hispractices, by which he brought almost innumerable calam-
sties upon the people of Isracl ;" that ¢ in his days therewas
& terrible earthquake ;> that « the roof of the temple opened
with the shocks of it, and one half of the mountain Eroge was
tornfrom the other.”—Jos. ant. 145, 6. N. Y. ed. 1792.
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live. Before he opened the fountains of the deep, and
brought the flood ugon the old ungodly world, he raifed
‘up Noah a preacher of righteoufnefs, and warned
+ them year after year; previous to the overthrow of
Nineveh, that great city, he commiffioned Jonah to
go forth and proclaim in the firects, yet forty days and
Nineveh fhall be defiroyed ; and before he pours out
the fury of his anger upon Ifrael, his once favorite
people, the offspring of Abraham his fervant, he ad-
~ drefles them in the admonition which yda have hcard,
firepare to meet thy God, O Ifracl.

In the preceding verfes of this chapter, the pro-
phet, in the name of his God, recapitulates to this de-
luded, obRtinate nation the various methods whick had
been employed for their reformation.  And I alfo have
given you cleannefs of teeth in all your cities, and want
of bread in all your places, yet have ye not returned un-
to me, faith the Lord : And I have alfo withholden
Jrom youthe rain, when there were yet three months to
the harvefl, yet have ye not returned unto me, faith the
Lord : I have fmitten you with blafting and mildew,
et have ye mot returned unto me, faith the Lord : I
have fent ameng you the peflilence afier the manner of
Egypt, yet have ye not returnedunto me, faith the Lord :
1 have overthrown fome of you, as the Lord overthrew
Sodom and Gomorrah, and ye were as a fire-brand
- plucked out of the burning, yet have ye not returned unto
wic, faith the Lord. Who that hasnoticed, in the molft
fuperficial manner, the difpenfations of Jehovah tow-
ard us as a people, muft not read in our punithments
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a‘counterpatt of the punihments formerly infli€ted on
Ifraél ? Did not a '_right’eous 'God, year after year,
withhold from us the rain of heaven, caufing the paf-
‘tures o fail in the field, and the corn to languith in
the vafley ? Has he not occafionally Sfmitten us with
blafting® and mildew 2 Has he not fent among us a- ’
gain and again the peflilence§ after the manner of E-
£ypt? And is not the accufation, which was brought *
againft Ifrael, at leaft as applicable to us, Yet have ye
“mot returned unto me, faith the Lord 2 Where is there
any evidence that either our mercies or our judg-
“ments have proved effeQual for reclaiming orreform-
‘ing us ? Are the living oracles more generally read,
-or more deeply revered ? Is the fanttuary attended
now by thofe-who formerly lived in the negleét of its
ordinances ? ‘Are the praifes of God refounding now
in houfes where that celeftial melody was formerly
unheard ? Is the holy Sabbath more confcienfcioufly

* In the summer of 1802, ust as the fields began to whi-
ten for the harvest, a mildew pervaded the northern and wes-
tern paris of this state, and blasted in its course two thirds, .
‘perhaps three fourths of the wheat, the staple commodily of
this country.

§ Not to mention those malz:gnant; mortal epidemics,
which have fearfully ssourged our principal cities,, the tnflu-
ensa, a species of the pestilence, has taken a general course
through almost every state in the Union. So generally did
1t prevail in the autumn of 1807 that scarcely a family in this
town escaped it ; and on a particular Sabbath, through the al-
most universal tndisposition of ministers.and people, various
churches were laid desolate. '
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fanftified through our land, or does the power of God-
linefs fhine more illuftrious in the lives of thofe who
poflels the form ? Isthe charge of pride, extrava-
gance, injuftice between man and man, and ingrati-
tude to the God of our mercies lefs applicable now
than in years that are paft ? Nay, has not the tide of
~our impiety and profligacy rifen with the tide of our
" profperity, and when the divine hand has been ftretch-
ed out for our correftion we have not feen it, neither
have we trembled under thefe difplays of the majefly of
Fehovah. Is fuch the fa&t, beloved brethren, then I
cannot addrefs you in language more appropriate than
the admonition of the prophet to his nation, prepare
ta meet thy God, O Ifracl.

THE pcoplc to whom the warning is duc&ed are
Ifrael, the vifible church of God. The fire of divine
jealoufy burns peculiarly awful around his altar :
There the light fhines moft clear ; there the voice of
admonition is moft frequently heard ; there the privi-
leges are moft exalted, and confequently there the con-
Jumption detcrmined ufually commences its career.—
" Thofe who rank firft in point of privilege are ordina-
rily made the firft and moft fearful monuments of di--
vine indignation,  Judgment muft begin at the houfe
of God. Rebellion in -a fon is both more unnatural
and inexcufable, thanin afervant: Our abhorrence -
is much more excited by an a of treachery in a pre-
tended friend, than in the open, avowed enemy ;
upon the fame principle the crimes of a profefling

people are moft offenfive to God, and expofc to the
F )
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fevereft marks of his difpleafure.  You only have I

known of all the families of the earth ; I will therefore
punifh you for your iniquities. Thehiltory of the world

fully confirms the truth of thefe denunciations.s< ‘
Thofe very parts of the earth which were long, and -

fingularly favored with a pure difpenfation of the gol-
pel, have been afterwards as fingularly the feat of
judgments, both temporal and {piritual. Turn your

eyes for a moment to Jerufalem, once the moft dif- -

tinguifhed fpot of the earth; that city where the tem-
ple was ercfted ; where the living oracles were pro-
claimed ; where the morning and evening facrifice,
this lively pledge of our Great Propitiation, was of-
fered up ; where the incenfe arofein facred columns
from the cenfer of Aaron the type of the high prieft of
our profeffion ; where the miniftry of our Lord was
chiefly accomplifhed ; where miracles the moft fub-
lime were frequently wrought by his hands, and ce-
Jeftial truth flowed from his lips : Behold alfo Co-
rinth,* Sardis, Smyrna, and Thyatira, cities where

it

* % 4 modern traveller represents, in a most affecting light,
these once distinguished parts of the world. Sardis, accord-
ing to his account, * was overthrown by a most terrible earth-
quake, and is now only a poor habitation of shepherds, living
in low and humble cottages : hewscever,” he elegantly adds,
s the antient pillars and ruins lyft up their heads, as unu’z'llz’:;g
to lose the memory of their former glory:” and Corinth
which the Roman orator pronounced < limen totiusGrecie,”
tne light of all Greece, was burnt to ashes for its insolence to
thelegates of Rome.—See CALMET’s Dic. on Jer.and WELL'S
Geog. of the Old and New Test, v. ii, 259, 60. 275, 6.
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flourithing churches were carly planted by the Evan.
gelifts and Apofties of our Lord. How has’their ex-
ternal importance funk, and their fpiritual glory de-

_ parted ? Juft in proportion as evangelic light former-

Yy fhone clear around, a cloud darkand impenetrabje

- envelopes them, and the wretched inhabitants are de-

bafed by ignorance, by fuperftition, by every fpccxes

-of abomination.

Tuis verle, thus explained, prefents to our con.
ﬁderauon,
. A soLEmMN event, a meeling wztﬁ our God ; and
2. Our duty in‘the profpett of this eveat, prc-
pare to meet thy God.
Eacs individual of the human kind muft meet
Jehovah at death : The immortal {pirit, immediately
after its feparation from the body, is fummoned to

the tribunal of its judge ; then it is called to render a

folemn account of its ftewardfhip, and afierwards, ac-
cording to its works, is adjudged to an unchanging
deftiny, either of glory or of fhame. It is appointed
unto all men once.lo die, and after death the judgment :
Again, we muft all appear before the judgment feat of
Chrift, that every one may receive according to the things
dene in kis body, whether they be good or evil.

41 mankind colledtively muft meet Jehovah in
the hour of general retribution.  The Lord God hath
appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world
in righteoufnefs, by that man whom he hath ordained.
The trump of the archangcl fhall found; the great
white throne fhall be erefled ; the fign of the-fon
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of man fhall appear ; the judge fhall defcend ; all
the living fhall be inftantly changed, and all the dead a-
rife : then the kindreds of the nations fhall flock to the
judgment feat of their common Lord, and receive one
general irreverfible fentence, When the fon of man fhall
come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then
Jhall he fit upon the throne of his glory ; and before kim
Shall be gathered all nations, and he fhall feparate them
the one from the other : the deeds done in.the prefent
life muft then undergo a review the moft minute,
the moft impartizl, and the countlcfs myriads of the
human family be awarded to evcrlafhng life, or ever-
“lafting perdition,

Bur the meeting with God to which the prophet
alludes, and for which he admonifhes Ifracl to prepare,
is an event materially different ; it belongs to parti-
cular communities, or nations, in their public, focial
capacity. There are periods of national retribution,
no lefs than of perfonal retribution ; periods when the
adorable Ruler of the univerfe rifes from his throne,
and comes forth to reckon with the inhabitants of a
country ; when he takes a review of all the privileges
beftowed upon them ; of all the deliverances wrought
from time to time in their behalf ; of the duration of
their national peace ; of the degree of their national
profperity, and then chaftifes them for the abufe of
their privileges. Hear, all ye people ; hearken, O
carth and allthat thereinis: For behold the Lord cometh
forth out of his place, and will come and tread on the
high places of the earth : For thetranfgrefion of Ja
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;s all thisy, and for the iniquily of the houfe of Ifracl.
Tue dealings of a fovercign God toward indivi-

duals and nations obvioufly correfpond. He f{pares
the particular perfon notwithftanding numerous pro-
vocations ; he affords him the means of repentance,
-and the offers of life; he alternately alarms and al-
lures ; hetries him now with mercies, then with judg-
" ments, before he gives commiffion to cut him off as
‘utterly incorrigible : And fuchalfo is his condu&t
toward nations in general. He admonifhes them for
their impicty ; he forewarns them now by his mel-
fengers, again by the movements of his providence of
calamities that are approaching; he executes one
threatening as 2 mean of awakening them to repent-
ance, and faving them from other and feverer
" fcourges : He thus entreated with the old world one
hundred and twenty years by the miniftry of Noah ;
he thus reproved the cities of the plain by Lot as his
meflenger, before he turned them into afhes, making
them public monuments of his vengeance. With
what long-fuffering did he expoftulate with the nation
of the Jews before he finally marked them out as the
“people of his wrath 2 How Jfhall I give thee up,
Ephraim 2 How fhall I deliver thee, Ifrael 2 How
Sball I make thee as Admak 2 How Jhall I fet thee as
Zeboim 2 My heart is turned within me : my repent-
ings are kindled together. And upon their partial re_
formation in the days of Samuel, of Afa, of Jofiah
he immediately fufpended the execution of his judg-

ments, and wrought falvatiqp in their behalf.
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Wiaen an individual wilfully clofes his eyes a-
gainft the light of the gofpel; when he thuts his ears
againft its pointed and repeated admonitions ; when
he tramples with deliberate hardihood on mercies and
judgments Jehovah in awful {overeignty leaves him

. to his own delufions ; he. ceafes to reprove him either
by his word, or {pirit, or providence ; and pronoun-
ces him a veffel of wraih fitted for defirution: His
condition then becomes utterly and everlaftingly del-
perate: Allhis prayers, all his tears, all his remorfe
for palt tranfgreflions, or refolutions of amendment
in future are unavailing. He that being often reprov-
ed and hardeneth his neck, fhall fuddenly be defiroyed
and that without remedy.  As it is with individuals, it
is allo with nations. They have their accepted time,
and, if the expreflion be allowed, their day of political

+ falvation : But ifthis be mifimproved ; if they fill up
their cup of iniquity, by ingratitude for national mer-
cies, and by a fpirit of {lumber and impenitence a-
midft the fcourges of his providence, the Lord God
abandons them as altogether incorrigible, and irrever-
fibly decrees their confumpiion : All the interceffions
of righteous individuals, and even a general reforma-
tion will be unavailing for the removal of divine ven-
geance : Though Noah,and Daniel; and Fob fhould
interpofe and fupplicate, fpare thy people, their pray-
ers may reflt in bleflings upon their own heads, but
‘will not ftay the hand thatis firetched out for correft-
ing the nation. The fovereign Ruler of the world
either pours upon them a {pirit of difcord and confa-
\

.
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fion, makiag one part of the community the inftru-
ment of deftru&tion to the other, or he furrenders them
-up an eafy prey to fome foreign foe. Whatan ex-
ample of his vengeance againft the difobedient, incor-
rigible nation do we behold in the final overthrow of
the Jews and their city. 'O Ferufalem, Ferufalem,
thou that killeft the prophets and floneft them that are
fent unto theey how often would I have gathered thy chil-
dren togethery as a hen gathereth her chickens under her
wings, and ye would not : Behold your houfe is left unto
you defolate.  Ifthou hadft known, cven thou at leaft in
this thy day the things which belong to thy peace, but now
they are hid from thine eyes.

Is there not reafon to apprehend that fuch a meet-
ing with our ‘God is awaiting us as a nation ; that it is
near at hand ? The figns of the times are peculiarly
ominous and deferve the attention of all: The Lord
God has come out of his place, andina manner unu-
fually awful is punifhing the inhabitants of the earth.
With our own eyes we have beheld him_fhaking all
nations; we have feen the {word of war unfheathed
in almoft évcry part of the globe; we have feen her
crimfon flag unfurled by land, and on the ocean ; the
carth has been reddened, and the very waters of the
deep have been tinged with the blood* of the flain ;

* Thebattlesof Marengo and Jena by land, and the
naval engugements at the Nile, in the Channcl and at Tra-
Jalgar, whether we regard the obstinacy <with which they
were fought or the numbers that were sluin, prokably stand
without a parallel either in ancient or modern history.
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we have feen the moft ancient and flately empires
fhook to their center; crowns tottering on the heads
of princes ; princes hurled from their thrones and .
princes and peafants mingled in promifcuous ruin.
Nation has been rifing up againft nation, and the
Lord of hofts has muflered the hofts of the battle. Hi-
therto, through his tender mercies, we have efcaped
the all devouring vortex ; our peace, with a few in-
confiderable exceptions, has been uninterrupted, and
our immunities as an independant nation have been
uninfringed. But the period of our public tranquility,
we have reafon to apprehend, has nearly expired.
Are not our natural rights at prefent wantonly violat-
" ed, and our commerce invaded ; has not the proper-
ty of our citizens been violently wrefted from their
pofleffion on the high feas, and fold at foreign mar-
kets, and their perfonslaid in chains, and doomed
to languifh incheerlefs dungeons: Every effort ufed
for the reftoration of our neutral rights, and the re-
drefs of our grievances has hitherto failed, and the
cloud is daily fpreading and blackening over our
heads. ,
Awmipst thefe dangers from abroad, how humil-
iating is our fituation at home ? Infiead of harmony
in concerting mealures for our national defence, is
there not univerfal diftruft and diftra&tion? No
longer rallying around one center, and blending
ourfelves in the common name of AMERICANS,
are we not afluming different names, and flocking to
different flandards, asif we neither regarded each o-
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ther as children-of the fame family, nor members of
the fame community ? Does not a fpirit of difcord
pervade from New-Hampthire to Georgia? Have
not the different parties become fo intollerant, fo
infuriated, that feemingly they want only an opportu-
nity to rife up in open hoftilities ? And remember,
of all wars, - that of citizen againft citizen is the moft
to be depiored : This flame when once kindled, is the .
moft inextinguifhable in its nature,and the moft wafte-
ful in its progrefs: Itislikea torch in a fheaf, and
ufually confumes a nation both root and branch. O-.
my country ! unlefs the Lord of holts fpeedily inter-
pofe in thy behalf ; unlefs he reftore mutual conf-
defiee among thy fons, and harmony to thy public
counfels, AN END, THINE END MUST
COME : The fword without, and terror and confu-
fion within muft deftroy thee. |
Is fuch our fituation ; are fuch our apprehen-
fions, then the enquiry muft appear equally appropri-
ate and important, how fhall we prcparefor meeling
" with our God 2 :
" Tas was our fecond propofition, and to it
your attention is now invited.
1. Arc fhould prepare for this event, by fleeing
without delay to Jefus- Jehovah as their city of refuge.
He is a hiding place from every florm, and a covert
Sfrom the tempefl ; fhcltered beneath this rock by a li-
ving faith ; having our confciences fprinkled with his
atoning blood, and our fouls adorned with his imma-

culate righteoufnefs, we may fit fecure when the cloud
G
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* has aftually burfted, and the flotm.is. exhaufting its
fury. The believer, with the lively exercife of all his:
graces, is like a rock.in the midft of the ocean, unmo-
ved, immoveable by all the dathing of either. wind or.
wave : But, where, ahy where will the ungodly and the -
Jinner appear, when the wrath of Almighty God has
gone forth ; when it confumes the earthwith her increafe ;
when it fets on fire the foundations of the mountains, and.
burns to the loweft hell 2 Where, ah, where will ap-
pear the empty profeffor ; the man who pofleffes
merely thc_vma{k of chriftianity,. and is an utter firan-
ger to its power, where will he appear when Jehovah
in his jealoufy will fearch Ferufalem as with lighted
candles, and punifk the men that are fettled on their
lees ; that fay in their hearts, the Lord will not do
good, neither will he do evil. Where, ah, where will
then appear the gay, the thoughtlefs, wanton youth ; -
thofe who put far away the evil day ; ¢ who crown
themfelves with role buds ;” who chant to the found of
the viol, and remain deaf to all the entreaties of friends,
and parents, and minifters,where will they flee for help,
where will they leave their glory, when the whirlwind
of divine wrath fhall fweep terribly the earth; when
the fierce anger of the Lord fhall come upon them, when
the day ofthe Lord’s anger fhall come upon them 2 To
all fuch every temporal fcourge is only a pledge of
that hour when the fon of man jfhall be revealed from
heaven in flaming fire ; when the elemenis fhall melt
with fervent heaty and the world and the things that are
therein Jhall be diffolved. But they who are reconci-
led to God by the blood of the Infinite Surety, are
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fecured, infallibly fecured from avenging wrath : here
the thunders of a broken law cannot reach to alarm,
no lightnings pour their terrors, and therefore they may
fit unruffled amidft all the agitations of the world.—
Being juflified by faith they have peace with God, and
if God be for them who can be againft them 2 With his
~ wildom to diret ; his omnipotence to defend ; his
all-fufficiency to fupply, and his mercy to fympathile,
they enjoy a peace which paffeth underflanding amidft
every outward ftorm. '
2. WE ought to prepare for meeting our God by
walking circom(pe@ly and keeping our garmentsun-
Spotted from every pollution. Upon all occalions it is
our duty to be fober and vigilant ; to keep our hearts
with all diligence ; to walk worthy of him who s cal-
ling us to glory and virtue, but this is pre-eminently
our duty and our intereft in the hour of impending
judgment. Trueit is, there is nothing meritorious
in the fervices of the creature ; our moft perfeét per-
formances fall infinitely fhort of the pure law of Jeho-
vah ; yet the reflle@tion thatwe have walked circum-
Jfpeétly before him ; that we have not willingly devi-
ated from the paths of righteoufnefs to the right hand
or to the left, infpires with confidence and joy when
his rod is ftretched cut to fcourge a nation and we
muft participate in the common calamity. While con-
{cious guilt then ftands appalled ; while it ftartles at
the fhaking of every leaf, the righieous is bold as a li-
on ; looking for proteflion to that God whom he has
ferved ; to whofe glory his life has been honeitly de-
voted, h2 bids defiance to all external danger; he
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confiders that all the afflitions of time are fhort and
inconfiderable when compared with the glories of e.

. ternity ; he contemplates death itfelf as fripped of e-
very terror, and no more than a dark entry to the
regions of unclouded, everlafting day. With what
confolation in the depth of diftrefs 3 with what holy
heroifin in danger, did a confcioufnefs of their integri-
ty infpirethe three Ifraclites in Babylon ; it extinguifh-
ed in their bofoms every impulfe of fear ; it enabled
them to behold undifmayed the majefty of the prince- -
ly throne, and the harrors of the fiery Surnace ; 0,

- Nebuckadnezar, we are not careful to anfwer thee in
this matter : If it be fo, “if we muft refift even unto
blood in adhering to our religion and our God; if
our tortures are even aggravated by a furnace Jeven-
Jfold hotier than ulual, we are not alarmed at the prof-
pedt, nor anxious about the iffue ;” our God whom we
Jerveis able todeliver from this burning, Siery Sfurnace ;
and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O King,

' 3- We ought to prepare for meeting our God by
awakening to greater diligence in the difcharge of eve-
ry duty, and abounding more eminently in the work of
the Lord. When the tumult of war is heard, and the
enemy appears in view, the prudeat foldier inftantly
arifes ; he collefts his armor ; he faftens every part
of it in its proper place ; he arranges himfelfin order
for battle, and thus ftands ready every moment for the
arduous onfet: When a ftorm is expefted on the o-
cean; when the clouds colle® and blacken ; when
the diftant thunder is heard and the lightnings begin
to blaze around, the vigilant mariner takes the alarm,

™
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and makes the requifite preparation. Such fhould
be the chriftian’s condut when the judgments of Al-
mighty God are commiffioned to pafs through a na-
tion. Of whatever kind the calamity be, whether
war or famine, or peflilence ; on whatever that he ef-
tecms precious the affault may be made, whether on
his liberty, or religion, or life, he thould aim at ftan-
ding prepared ; at fhaking off his fpiritual floth ; at
having his lamp carefully trimmed and replenithed
with oil, from Jefus Jehovah the anoinied one, burn-
ing with the pureft flame ; he oughtto become more
Jervent in prayer ; more edifying in hisconverfation ;
more fincere in repentance for his own iniquities, and
-the iniquities of the nation with which he is conneft.
~ed; more abundant inallthe duties which are incum-
bent upon him as a man and a chriftian.  This is the
belt poffible preparation for all the calamities of life..
To all fuch the Lord God will become a little fanc-
tuary when the {word of his vengeance is drawn, and
his wrath confumes a guilty land. The angel {preads
his-pavilion around the pious Lot, when the cities of
the plain are turned into afles ; the houfes of the If-
raclites were pafled over without injury, when the firft
born was flain in every family of the Egyptians, and
the minifter of juftice never difclofed his commiffion
againlt Jerufalem, until a mark was fet upon the fore-
head of the men that fighed and cried for all the abom-
inations that were done in the midft of the land. The
providence of God has even miraculoufly ‘interpofed
for the prote&ion of his faithful followers ; he has
proved a wall of fire around the individual, the fami-
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lies, the fettlements that have cleaved to him in the
hour of general apoftacy.

Tue application {uitable for this fubjeét will be
readily fuggelted by your own minds. '

1. Ler allbe exhorted to improvetheir diftinguifh-
ing privileges while they are yet enjoyed. You have
Jong fat undifturbed under the means of falvation ; the
heavenly manna has been defcending in fhowers a-
round your tents and you have been entreated again
and again to partake this divine provifion ; the river
of life has been rolling plenteoufly around you its
refrefhing waters, and you have been urged again and
again to draw near and drink and live for ever.—
Whether thefe golden opportunities will be long con-

~ tinued, is altogether uncertain ; it depends on the
mere fovereignty of Jehovah: I would therefore
“moft folemnly admonith you to walk in the light while
you have it : Give glory to the Lord your God, left he
caufe darknefs, and before your feet flumble on the dark
mountains : Let the drunkard abandon his cups ; let
the fwearer ceafe from his impious oaths ; let him that
Jole fieal no more, but render to all their due ; let thofe
who haveindulged themfelves in fenfual gratifications
crucify the flefl with its affeétions and lufts ; let the co-
vetous remember that neither their gold nor their fil-
ver will delider them in the day of the Lord's anger ;
let every prayerlefs perfon awake from his unconcern,
and arife calling upon his God ; let thofe who have
wafted the precious fabbath in idlenels, er worldly
employments, bereaflter Zeep holy that day to the Lord
our God by not finding their own pleafurc, nor fpeak-
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ing their own words ; let the fecure, impenitent hear-
ers break off their fins by righteoufnefs, and thetr ini-
quities by turning to the- Lord.  Are there any prefent
who, through the cares of this world, the deceitfulnefs
of riches, or the influence of ungodly aflociates, have
deparied from the holy commandment, and thrown off
their chriftian prafeffion, let them be imprefled with
the danger of their fituation, and return in the exer-
cife of repentance to the Living God : let the vain
andthe thoughtlefs youth remember their Creator, l¢ft
they mourn at the laft when their fle/h and their body
are confumed, - faying, how have we hated infiruition
and our hearts defpifed reproof 2 By all that is dread-
ful in the wrath of Almighty God, by all that is de-
firable in his loving kindnefs I exhort finners of eve-
ry age, of every condition ¢0 turn this day to the flrong
holds while they are prifoners of hope.  The door of the
city of refuge is now open, and Jehovah Triune, Fa-
ther, Son and Holy Ghoft are inviting you to enter
in.  The door of the cily of refuge is now open, and
all the redeemed on earth, and all the redeemed in
heaven, and all the angels of light will hail with tranf.
Ports of joy your entrance and your efcape from the
avenger of blood. Halten, haften to Jefus Chrift, to
- his facrifice, to his righteoufnefs as your only fecuri-
ty from the wrath that is to come. The Lord God
of gods in whofe prefence I now ftand, whom I ferve
in the gofpel of his Son bears me witnels that I have
aimed on this day of humiliation a¢ efpoufing you all
to one hufband, and thus preparing you to meet your
God ; 10 meet him now as he is coming forth to a-
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venge hisquarrel with ourcountry ; {0 meet kim here-
after in the hour of final, irreverfible retribution,
. But if ye will not hear it, my foul fhall weep in fecret
places for your pride, and mine eye fhall weep fore
and run down with tears, becaufe the Lord's flock is
carried away captive.

2. B exhorted fo live at peace among yourfelves,
and whatfoever ye do, whether in word or in deed, do -
all in the name of our Lord Fefus Chriff. Letthe
Saviour’s crofs be the only point around which you
rally in all your deliberations, whether civil or religi-
ous ; letit never be mentioned to the reproach of the
- chriftian name ; let it not be told in Gath, let it not be

heard in the fireets of Afkelon that an avowed enemy
of the dear Redeemer, who coincides with you in politi-
cal fentiment, fhould lie nearer your hearts ; fhould
poflefs a greater, or anequal fhare in your confidence
and affeftion with a Brother in grace, whofe political
views may be different from your own: AndIam
bold to affirm that while you live habitually on the
Son of God ; while you derive from him daily that
wifdom which is pure, and peaceable, and gentle, and
eafy to be entreated, all your diverfity of fentiment re-
fpefting public meafures will not alienate your hearts .
from each other. This facredun&ion will excite to
the exercile of mutual forbearance wherein you differ.
A variety of political opinions muft be expe&ted. In
this ftate of imperfe&tion where we fee but infart, and
" know but in part; where we are altuated by differ-
ent motives, and look through different mediums, it
is rare that our views fully harmonize on any f{ubjett:
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This very diverfity of fentiment affords a greater op-
portunity for exercifing the moft illuftrious graces,
charity, patience and forbearance. At a moment fo
critical to our own country, fo eventful to the world
in general, I cannot therefore addrels you more fui-
~ tably than in the language of Jofeph to his brethren,
See that ye fall not out by the way. Every citizen po{i
fefles an equal right to the enjoyment of his own fen-
- timents, and in this free government he has liberty to
communicate his views on public men, and public
meafures: but letthis freedom be always exercifed with
moderation and prudence. Liberty of {peech, when
ufed with difcretion, proves a public bleffing, but when
indulged in a manner; intemperate and indifcreet, it
becomes a political curfe. Finally, brethren, be per-
Jeét ; be of good comfort ; beof one mind ; live in peace,
andthe Godof love and peace fhall be with you. . Should
thofe fparks of diffention, which are already kindled
in every part of the community, burft into an open
flame, it will be a confolation 10 refle&t, in the gene-"
ral calamity, that I never added fuel to the fire by ir-
ritating the paffions of my fellow-citizens.

I suouwp feel chargeable with the omiffionof avery
important duty did I conclude thefe folemn exercifes
withoutdire&ing your attention to the figns of thetimes.
Acloud is feemingly colle@ing over the church and the
nations more gloomy than has been witneffed for a-
ges. Itis the general opinion of commentators,®

% The calculations of expositors, both antient and mad-

ern, relative o the slaying of the wilnesses, have been lately
' u
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who have made prophecy the fubjeé of particular in~
veftigation, that the two wilne/fes, mentioned in fcrip-
ture, are yet to be flain, and that the religion of pa-

pal Rome will obtain a univerfal diffufion through
the earth. ~The remarks of a learned expofitor,* who.

appeared in the laft centuryy are fo interefling that you -

muft readily excufe me in quoting them at large.—
% The light of the golpel will be wholly withdrawn
for a while ; the flaying of the witneffesis yet to come 5

it will make a difmal night, and be accompanied with -

the univerfal fpread of popery.” A late and nroft:

profound divine,t in the church of Scotland, was fo i

deeply imprefled with the fame fentiment, that he is
faid to have collefted every fragment which has been
written in oppofition to that herefy, and circulated it
to his correfpondents in different countries. Do not
the prefent appearances of the world obvioufly cor-
refpond with the opinions of thefe commentators ?
Probably in no period of time did the anti-chriftian
religion extend its influence more rapidly than in the
prefent. It is now the eftablithed worfhip of France.
There is a decree of that government, that ¢ no’
~ church-book, no pfalm book, nor catechifm fhall be

publifhed without the permiffion of the bifhop of the |

diocefe.” It is virtuaily eftablifhed in Holland and
Switzerland, as the regulation of all ecclefiaftical con-
cerns is committed to their fovereigns who are pa-

exhibited by the author, at considerable length, in two lec-
tures, which he designs to offer to the public.

* Dr. Gillin a sermon delivered in 1750,

+ Dr. John Evrskine.
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p'rﬁs : This religion has recently obtained a rapid

fpread through Germaty, ‘and’ other coumrrcs adJa-
cent’: Bills, at different trmes,have bcen brought be-.
fore thé parliament of Great- Bntam for fccurmg to
the votaries 6f Anuchnﬁ pnvrlcgcs m common with
the proteﬁants. If we turn out’ eyes from EuroPe
to our own country; how vcry alarmmg is'the’ pro(l
peét ? In feveral of our caprtal cities the chur- '
ches, profeffing the rehgxon of Romc, arc more ﬂou;
rithing than thofé of any other cotmunion ; and
three Bifhops* have lately been’ confecrated to fuper-

. intend the papal mtereﬁs in the United Stales. When
‘we add to thefe thmgs the open mﬁdelrty of fornc, thc '

abjecét’ignorance and utter mdrﬁ'crence of others, there
is little, humahnly fpeakmg, to prcvem the gencral
fpread of that abomination through our country.
Anpsr thefe realities and apprehenﬁons our du-
ty is obvious. Let every min look o his own inte-
reft, by making his calling and elcEfzon Jure: Leteve-
ry parent look to the deareft intercfts of his chlldren,
by bringing themup in the nuriure and admamtzon of the
Lord ; let hrm conﬁder a profound educauon in thc

-do8rines of chnﬁramty as the moft rmpenetrablc
fhield agamft the affaults of either fuperﬁmon or er-

ror : Let every maﬁer look to the deareft interefts-
of thole committed to his charge, by recommendmg
Jefus and his falvation as, beyond comparifon, their
moft enriching portion : Let everv macifirata ac ha
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