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PREFACE

APt

READER,

MY defign in detaining you with a pre- .
face, is not merely a recommendation of the following
work ; its charaflet has been defcribed by pens more
capable than mine, and its real value afferted by names
much more entitled to your confidence and refpeft. Du-
ring the period of one hundred and fifty years the reli-
gious world have afligned it nearly the firft rank among
books of human compofition, and its feal is impreffed
on the hearts of multitudes both finners and {aints ; to
the former it has been effeQual, through "the grace of
the Holy Ghoft, for their converfion, to the latter for
their greater eftablithment and confolation. :

My defign in addrefling you is only to expoftulate
with you thankfully to receive and diligently to improve -
it. We learn from the facred oracles that fome have @

Sorm ? godlinefs, who are, notwithftanding, deftitute
of its living power ; that many will approach the Savi-
our at laft and krock, faying, Lord, Lord, open to us;
we have eat and drunk in thy prefence and thou haft taught
in our firects ; to whom he will reply, 7 know you not
whence you are : depart from me all ye workers of iniquity.
In the following treatife thou mayeft learn to which
clafs of profeffors thou belongeft now, and in which thy
doom may be expefted at lat. Here thy fears, thy
joys, thy defires, thy hopes are laid in the unerring ba-
lance of the fanftuary and impartially weighed. This
little volume, by a plain exhibition of divine truth to
the underftanding and by a powerful application of it to
the heart, is eminently calculated to convince the care-
lefs of their danger, to inftru@ in the true method of fal-
* vation the ignorant and erroneous; to ftrip the vain
F" formalift of his felf-deceiving mafk ; to anfwer the objec-
¥ tions and allay the fears of the weak and the timid, to
o brighten the evidences of the doubting, and cheer with
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( i) |
the hight of heaven the fpiritual pilgrim, while he is tra-
velling to his Father’s houfe. Reader, perufe it with
all poflible attention and impartially compare thine exer-
cifes with that divine ftandard which it prefents, becaufe
on this Trial of a Saving Intereft in Chrift thy foul is
eternally concerned. . If like the foolifh virgins, thou
haft only the lamp of a profeﬂion, better to difcover the
miftake now while oil is flowing from Jefus the Living -
Head, than hereafter, when all communication fhall be
{ufpended and he that is unjuflt fhall be unjuft il ;-
when weighed in the balance thou ar found wanting, bet-
ter to know it in ime while the offers of reconciliation
are repeated, than hereafter when the door of mercy fhall
be finally clofed and the Lord God jhall fwear in his
wrath that thou fhalt-not enter into his reft. ,

Again, after the examination of thine cftate has been
impartially made, if thou art left without any comfort-
able aflurance of an Intcrg/l in Chrift, this treatife di--
refts thee how to attain it; how to make-thy calling and
elettion fure, by embracmg Jefus with bis eternal re- —
demption as tendered freely i the gofpel; a balm is
here exhibited for thy difeales however complicated ; an
open door is held forth to view by which thou mayeft
enter the city of refige and be eternally fecured, from the
avenger of blood ; Jefus the friend of finners;  Jefus
s whofe Tacrifice is the fou sranfom, whofe rlghtcous-
nefs is the {foul’s raiment,” whofe confolations are the
foul’s life and fupport is clearly exhibited and indifcrim~
inately offered to. every reader. The fountain of life s -
unfealed and its healing waters drawn forth and tendered
to any perfon that is fpiritually athir@t.
~ A.few chriftian friends in this and other places have
united their contributions to publith and circulate thro®
vour fetilements this precious treat. Receive it, bre-
thren, as an unfeigned teftimony of our fympathy with

-yau in your defolate fituation and our feryent concern,
for your eternal welfare. The prefent may, poffibly,-
te the laft fervice of this nature which fome of us fhall
ever have opportunity of rendering you, thic confider-.
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( it ).
ation encreafes our folicitude that the offering may not
be ¢oldly received or carelefsly improved. Although
we are remote from many of you in local fituation, we
efteem you our brethren by nature; we wouldlong over
you in the bowels of our Lord ]ejus Chrijt, and cheer-
fully fpend and be fpent that your {ouls might be faved in
the terrible day of his coming. Should this mean of
falvation which, through the good hand of our God help-
ing, we are enabled to carry to your abodes be blefled
~ for awakening any thoughtlels reader or encouraging
any weak and wavering reader, we fhall confider our-
felves rewarded ten thoufand fold; we fhall confider our-
felves unfpeakably honoured in bemg employed as in-
firuments of bringing glory to Jefus and furtherance ‘o
your fpiritual joy.  But on the other hand, fhould it la?v
in your habitations dlfplfed or neg]e&ed our fou
muft- weep for you in fecret placés.. We know that
by founding the alarm we become guiltlefs of your
blood whether you hear or forbear, but we are not fa-
tisfied barely with elcaping ourlelves ; we would wil-
lingly be inftrumental in refcuing you from deftruction
and behold you at laft ftanding before the prefence of hus
ghlory with exceeding joy. With thefe affurances of af-
fe&tion to your fouls and folicitude for their eternal fal-
vation we conclude praying you in ChrifP’s flead, be ye
reconciled to God.

Now, that our Lord Fefus Chrift hszey and God e-
wen our Father which hath loved us and given us everlafi-
ing confolation and good hope through grace, may com-

Sort your hearts and flablifh you in cvery good word and
wor & is, in the name of thele your {piritual benefators,
the prayer of your unworthy fervant,

ALEXANDER PROUDFIT
SALEM, Fanuary 23, 1805. ’



INTRODUCTION.

‘ SINCE there be so many peaple living under the ordi-
nances, pretending, without ground, to a special interest in
Clrist, and to his favor and salvation, as is clear, * Many
‘will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied

* an thy name, and in thy name have cast out devils, and in thy
name done many wonderful works 2 And then will I profess
unto them, I never knew you ; depart from me, ye that work
wmiquityd* <« Afterwards came also the other virgins, saying.
Zord, Lord, open to us. But he answered and said, Verily I
say unto you, I knowyounot.”® < Strive to enterin at the strait
gate ; for many, I say unto you, will seck to enter in, and shall
not be able.” And since many, who have good ground of claim

* to Christ are not esablished in the confidence of his favour, but
remain in the dark, without comfort, hesitating concerning the
reality of godlinessin themselves, and speaking litlle to the com-
mendation of religion to others, especially in the time of their

- straits, I shall speak a lLittle to. two things of the greatest con-
cernment : The one 15, How a person shall know if he hath a
true and spectal tnterest in Christ, and whether ke doth lay just
claim to God’s favour and salvation ? The other is, In case a
person fall short in the foresaid trial," what course he shall take

Jfor making sure God’s friendship and salvation to himself ?



: THE ‘
TRIAL of o SAVING INTEREST 1x CHRIST.

:-:~

PART L

eUESTION.... How fhall a Man know if he hath a true and
" fpecial Intereft in curist, and whether he hath, or may
lay claim juftly to, God’s favor and falvation ?

e
Chapter 1.

A “AN'S INTEREST IN 'CHRIST MAY BE KNOWN., "
\ SECTION 1.

ltise mattcr of the higheft importance, and is to be de-
termined by Scrzpture

BEFORE we fpeak dlrectly to the qucf-
tion, we fhall premife fome things, to make way for the
anfwer.

Firft, Thataman’s intereft in Chrift, or his gracious
ftate, may be known, and that with more certainty than
people do conjetture ; yea,and the knowledge of it may
be more eafily attained unto than many do imagine :—

-for not only hath the Lord commanded men to know
their intereft in him, as a thing attainable, * Examine
yourfelves whether ye bein the faith,” ¢ Give diligence
to make your calling and eleftion fure ;”” but many of
the faints have attained unto the clear perfuaftwn of their
intereft in Chrift, and in God as their own God. How
often do they call him their God and their portion ? and
how perfuaded is Paul ¢ that nothing can feparate him
from the love of God?”’ Therefore the knowledge of a
man’s gracious flate is attainable. '
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And this knowledge of it, which may be attained, is
no fancy and bare conceit, but i is moft fure; ¢ Doubt-
lefs thou art our Father,” {2 prophetst name
of the church. It is clear thus :~¢s+) That can be no
fancy, but a very fure knowledge, which doth yield to a
rational man comfort in meft real ftraits : but fo doth
this ; ¢ When the people fpake of ftoning David, he
encouraged himfelf in the Lord his God.” He faith
there, ¢ he will not be afraid of ten thoufands that rife
againft him.” Compare thefe words with that pfalm,
¢ But thou, O Lort{ art a fhield for me : my glory,
and the lifter up of mine héad.” ¢ The Lord is my
light, and my falvation, whom fhall I fear ? the Lord is
the firength of my life, of whom fhall I be afraid ? Tho®
an hoft fhould encamp againft me, my heart fhall not
fear : though war fhould rife againft me, in this will k
be confident.” (2.) That is a fure knowledge of a thing
which maketh a wife merchant fell all he bath that he
may keep it fure ; that niaketh a man forego children,
lands, life, and fuffer the fpoiling of all joyfully : but -
fo doth this. (3.) That muft be a fure and certain
knowledge, and no fancy, whereupon a man voluntari-
ly and freely doth adventure his foul when he is ftepping
into eternity, with this word in his mouth, ¢ This is all
my defire :”* but fuch a knowledge is this.

And again, riot only may a godly man cone to the
fure knowledge of his gracious ftate, but it is more eafi-
ly attainable than many do apprehend : for fuppofing,
what fhall be afterwards proved, that a man may know
the gracious work of God’s Spirit in himfelf ; if he will
but argue rationally from thence, he fhall be forced to
concluyde his interest in Chrift, unlefs be deny clear Scrip~
ture truths. I fhall only make ufe of one {:er'e, becaufe
we are tdTpeak more diretly to this afterwards. A god-
ly man may argue thus, Whofoever receiveth Chrift
are juftly reputed the children of God, ¢ But as many
as received him, to them gave he power to become the
fons of God ;” but I bave received Chrift all the ways
“yjch the word there can import ; for I pleafe the de-
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SAVING INTEREST IN CHRIST y

vice of falvation by Chrift ; Iagree to the terms; I wel-
come the offer ofy Chrift in all his offiass, as a King to
rule over me, a Prieft to offer and intercede for me, a
Prophet to teach me ; 1 lay out my heart for him and
towards him, refting on him as I am able. What elfe
can be meant by the word receivine ? Therefore may .
.1 fay, and conclude plainly and warrantably, I am ju(gi .
1y to reckon myfelf God’s child according to the afore-
faid Scripture, which cannot fail. o

The Second thing to be premifed is, That a man be
favingly in covenant with God is a matter of the higheft
importance ; ¢ Itis his life ;”” and yet very few have or
feck afier a faving intereft in the covenant, and many
foolifhly think they have fuch a thing without any folid
ground : ¢ Few find, or walk, in the narrow way.”—
This thould alarm people to be ferious®about the mat-
ter, fince it is of (o great confequence to be -in Chrift,
and fince there be but few that may lay juft claim to
him ; and yet many do foolifhly fancy an intereft in him,
who are deceived by a falfe confidence, as the fools/k vir-

1us do. : '

£ The Tkird thing to be premifed is, Men muft refolve
to be determined by Scripture in this matter of their in-
tereft in Chrift. The Spirit fpeaking in the Scripture is
judge of all cantroverfies : ¢ To the law and to the tef-
timony ;. if they {peak not aceording to this word, it is
becaufe there is no light in them ;” and of this alfo, whe-
ther a man be favingly in covenant with God or not.—
Therefore do not mock God whilft you feem to fearch
after fucha thing. If we prove from Scripture, avhich
is the uncontroverted rule, that you are gracious, and
have ftricken covenant favingly with God, then refolve
to grant fo much, and to acquiefce in’it : and if the con-
trary appear, let there be a determination of the contro-
verfy, elfe you do but moct the Lord, and fo #¢ your
bands fhall be made ftrong ;” for ¢ a jot of his word
cannot fail :” Therefore feek eye-falve from Chrift to
Jjudge of things according as the word of God fhall dif-
cover them to be. .
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SECTION 1L

Reafons wh:y ﬁ)f[cw come 1o the clear knowledge of their
' Intereft in curisT.

THE Fourth thing to be premifed is, Although the
matter of a man’s intereft in Chrift be of fo great import-
ance, and the way to attain to the knowledge of it fo
plainly held forth in the Scriptures, yet there be but few
who reach the diftin&t knowledge of it And that this
may not difcourage any perfon from attempting it, I
fhall hint fome few reafons why fo few come to the clear
knowledge of it ; which will alfo prepare the way for
what is to be fpoken afterwards.

The firft thing which doth hinder many from the
knowledge of their intereft in Chrift, is their ignorance
of fome {pecial principles of religion : as (1.) That it
was free love in God’s bofom, and nothing in man, that
moved him to fend a Saviour to perfe& the work of re-
demption, ¢ God fo loved the world, that he gave his
enly begotton Son.”  Men are ftill feeking fome ground
for that bufinefs in themfelves, which le~ds away from
fuitable and high apprehenfions of the firft fpring and
rife of God’s covenant-favor to his people, which hath
no reafon, caufe, or motive in us ; and fo they cannot
come to the knowledge of their intereft.

(2.) They. dre ignorant how that love doth effetual-
ly difcover itfelf to a man’s heart, fo as he hath ground
to lay claim to it, viz. That ordinarily it doth, 14, dif-
cover, his broken ftate in himfelf, becaufe of fin and cor-
ruption defiling the whole man, and any thing in him
that might be called a righteoufnefs ; ¢ All thefe things
are lofs and dung.” 2dly, It difcovereth Chrift as the
full and fatisfying treafure above all things; ¢ The man
finds a treafure, for which with joy he felleth all.”—
gdly, It determineth the heart, and caufeth it to ap-
proach unto a living God in the ordinances : ¢ Bleflfed
1s the man whom thou chufeft, and caufeft to approach

unto thee, that he may dwell in thy courts,” and caufeth
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the heart to wait upoen him, and him alone ; ¢ My foul,
wait thou only upon God.” Thus having dropped in
the feed of God in the heart, and formed Chrift there,
thehieart is changed and made new in the forefaid work,
and God’s law is fo ftamped upon the heart in that
change, that the whole yoke of Chrift is copymended to
the man without exception ; the law is acknowledged
&ood, holy, juft, and fpirimal. Upon all which, from
that new principle of life, there flow out afls of a new
life, ¢¢ faith worketh by love ;” and the man becometh’
¢ a fervant of righteoufnefs unto God,”" which doth ef-
pecially appear in the fpigituality of worfhip ; men then
¢¢ferve God in fpirit and truth ; and in the newnefs of
the {pirit, and not in the oldnefs of the lettér ;” and ten-
dernefs in all manner of converfation ; the man then
¢¢ exercifeth himfelf how to keep a confcience void of of-
fence towards God and towards men.” Now this way
doth the {ove of God difcover itfelf unto man, and aél-
eth on him, fo as he bath ground of laying fome good
claim. toit; {o as he may juftly-think that the love which
fent a Saviour had refpett to fuch a man as hath found
thefe things made out unto him. Surely ignorance in
this doth hinder many from the knowledge of their inter-
eftin Chrift ; for if a man know not how God worketh
with a perfon, fo as he may juftly lay claim to his love,
which was from eternity, he will wander in the dark,
and not come to the knowledge of an intereft in him.
~ (8.) Many are alfo ignorant of this, that God alone
is the hope of his people : he is called the Hope of Ifra-
«l ; although inherent qualifications are evidences of it,
yet the ftaying of the heart upon him as a full bleffing

and fatisfying portion is faith ; ¢ the faith and hope
muft bein God ;" and the only proper condition which
giveth right to the {aving bleflings of the covenant ;—
¢ to him that worketh not, but believeth—faith is coun- -
ted for righteoufnefs.” Indeed, if any perfon take li-
berty here, and turn gracé into wantonnefs, there is
without doubt in fo far adelufion; fince there ¢ is mere
cy with him, upon condition that it conciliate fear to

B .
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_ him :” Yea, hardly can any man, who hath found the
~ forefaid expreflions of God’s love made out upon himy
make a cloak of the covenant for finful liberty without
fome meafure of a fpiritual confli€t ; in this refpeét, *“ he
- that is born of God doth not fin ;* and, ¢“he who doth
fo fin hath not feen God ;” I fay, God is the hope of
his people, and not their own holinefs. If they intend
honefty, and long ferioufly to be like unto him, many
failings {thould not weaken their hope and confidence,
for itis in him ¢ who changeth not ;” ¢ and if any man
finneth, he hath an advocate.” Now, when men place
their hope in any other thing befide the Lord, it is no
wonder they be kept in a ftaggering condition, according
to the changes of the thing which they make the ground
of their hope, fince they give notto God the glory due
to his name, and which he will not give to anotber.—
¢ They who know thy name will put their truft in thee,”
* My glory will I not give to another: I am the Lord,

that is my name.” '
(4.) Many are ignorant of the different ways and de-
grees of God’s working with his people, and this doth
much darken their knowledge, and reflex aéts of their in-
“tereft in him. This ignorance doth run mainly on three
heads. ( 1.2 They are ignorant of the different degrees
and ways of that lJaw-work which ordinarily dealeth with
men, -and of the different ways how the Lord bringeth
home peopleat firft to Chrift. They confider not that
the Jailor is not kept an hour in bondage ; Paul is kept
in fufpenfe three days, Zaccheus not one moment.~—
(2.) They are ignorant of, at lcaft they do not confider,
how different the degrees of fan&tification arein the faints,
and the hanorable appearings thereof before men in
fome ; and the fad blemifhings thereof in others. Some
are very blamelefs, and more free of grofs out-break-
ings, adorning their profeflion much, as Job, chap. i.
and Zacharias, Luke i. Thefe are faid to be ¢ perfetk
and upright, fearing God, and efchewing evil ; righteous
before God, walking in all the commandments and or-
-dinances of the Lord blamelefs :’ others were fubjeft to

-
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very grofs and fadevils, as Solomon, Afa,&c. (3.) They
are ignorant of the different communications oso od’s
face, and expreflions of his prefence. Some &o walk .
much in the light of God's countenance, and are much
in fenfible fellowfhip with him, as David was; others
are ¢ all their days kept in bandage thr r of death.”
Surely the ignorance of the differcht™&®s of God's
working and dealing with his people doth very much
darken the knowledge of their intereft in him, whilft they
ufually ftintthe Lord te one way of working, which he
doth not keep, as we have thewed in the former examples.

‘The fecond thing which doth darken men about their
intereft in Chrift is, there is one thing or other wherein
their heart in fome refpe&t doth condemn them,as deal-
ing deceitfully and guilefully with God. Itisnotto be
expetted that thefe can come to clearnefs about their in-
tereft whofe heart doth condemn them for keeping up
fome known tranfgreflion againft the Lord, which they
will not let ‘go, neither are ufing the means which they
know to be appointed by God for delivering them from
-it : neither can thefe come to clearne{s who know fome
pofitive duty commanded them in their ftations, which
they deceitfully fhift and fhun, not clofing cheerfully
- with ity or not willing to be led into it : thefe are alfo,
in fome refpeft, condemned of their own heart, as the
former fort ; and in that cafe it is difficult to cometo a
diftin& knowledge of their ftate. *“If ourheart condemn
us not, then have we confidence towards God.” It is
fuppofed there, that a felf-condemning heart maketh
void a man”s confidence propartionally before God.

1 do not deny but that men may on good grounds
plead an intereft in Chrift inthe cafe of prevailing ini-
quity. . % Iniquities prevail againft me ; as for ourtranf-
greflions. thou fhalt purge them away.” ¢ I fee anoth-
er law in my members warring againft the law of my
mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of fin
which is in my members. O wretched man that I am,
who [hall deliver me from the body of this - death ! I
thank God through Jefus Chrift our Lord. So then,
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with the mind I myfelf ferve the law of God, but with
the §gfthe law of fin.”” * But it is hard to be attained,
if arGifttainable, when the heart is dealing deceitfully,
and éntertaining known guile in a particular : therefore
let people clear ¢hemfelves of the particular which they
know too the thing which doth meet them,
marring tl ace and accefs in alt their approach-
es unto Guu; ic yudg. x. 10, 13—the idolatries of
the people are caft up to them by the Lord, and their
fuit rejeéted thereupon. That which draweth away the
heart firf} in the morning, and laft at night, like “ an o-
ven heated at night, and it burneth as a flaming fire in
the morning,” fpuken of the wicked, and taketh up their
thoughts often on their bed ; as it is faid of fome, ¢ He
devifeth mifchief upon his bed,” &c. That which doth
lead away the heart in time of religious duty ordinarily,,
and the remembrance of which hath power to enliven
and quicken the {pirits more than the remembrance of
God, fo as “ their heart is after the heart of fome detef-
table thing ;”” that which withftandeth men when they
would gripe the promife, as God cafteth up men’s fins
to them who are meddling with his covenant ; ¢ What
haft thou to do to declare my ftatutes, or that thou
fhouldft take my covenant in thy mouth ?” that is the
thing which doth mar the knowledge of a gracious ftate ;
let it go, and it will be more eafy to. reach the know-
ledge of an intereft in Chrift. :

The third thing which hindereth the knowledge of an
intereft in Chrift is, a fpirit of floth and carelefs negli-
gence in many. They complain that they know not
whether they bein Chrift or not: but as few take pains-

- to bein him, fo few take pains to try if they be in him.

It is a work and bufinefs which cannet be done {leeping,
¢¢ Examine yourfelves whether ye be in the faith ; prove

your own felves : know ye not your own felves.”” The
feveral words ufed there, viz. Examine, prove, know,
—fay that there is a labour in it; - ¢ diligence muft be

ufed to make our calling and eleftion fure.” Itisa
bufinefs.above flefh and blood ; the *holy amointing |
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muft make u
things freely given us of God.” Shall th
a bufinefs of fo great concernment, and

as ¢ beinquired after to do it for men ?”

you who {pend fo much time int 1ances, e
adorning your perfons, in hawki g, in con-
fulting the law concerning your te in the,
world, and it may be in worfe t fe; be a-

fhamed that you {pend fo little time in the tearch of this,
whether ye be an heir of glory or not ? Whetiyil you
be in the way that leadeth to heaven, or that way which
will land you in darknefs for ever ? You who judge this
below you, and unworthy of your pains any part or
minute of your time, it is like, in God’s account, you
have judged yourfelves unworthy of everlafling life, fo
as you fhall have no’lot with God’s people in this matter.
The fourth thing that doth darken the knowledge ofan
intereft in Chrift is, Men do not condefcend upon what
would fatisfy them. They complain that God will not
thew unto them what he is about to do with them, but

‘cannotyet fay they know what would fatisfy concerning

his purpofe. This is a fad thing.  Shall we think thefe

* are ferious who havenever as yet pitched on what would

fatisfy them, nor are making earneft inquiry after what
thould fatisfy ? If the Lord had left us in the dark in
that matter, we were lefs inexcufable; but fince the
grounds of fatisfaltion, and the true marks of an inter-
eft in Chrift, are {o clear and frequent in fcripture, and
fo ¢¢ many things written, thatour joy way be full,”and
¢ that thofe who believe may know that they have eter«
nal life,” and fince ¢ he that believeth hath a witnefs of
it in himfelf,”” none can pretend excufe here, We ma
not here infift to fhow what may and fhould fatisfy con-
cerning our intereft, fince we are to fpeak direétly toic-
afterwards.

The fifih thing that helpeth much to keep men in the
dark concerning their intereft in Chrift is, they pitch
upon fome mutable grounds, which are not fo appofite
proofs of the truth of an intereft in Chrift as of the com-
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g foul failing before the
‘ant are precious in them-
tereft clearly where -they
out which an intereft in
1 alfo in a good meafure.

have atrue intereft in him

r of every fin: but thisis

prevail againft me ; as for

_ , irge them away :** where

we fM that holy man laying juft claim to pardon, in
the cafe of prevailing iniquity; and that where ¢ Paul
thanketh God through Chrift, as freed from the con-
demnation of the law, even whilft a law in his members
leadgth captive unto fin.” ’ .
~ 2dly, Some think that ali true faints have conftantly
accefs unto God in prayer, and fenfible returns
of prayer at all times; but this is contrary to the
many fad exercifes of his people, complaining often
that they are not heard nor regarded of God, “ How
long wilt thou forget me, O Lord? For ever?
how long wilt thou hide thy face from me?” ¢ My
God, my God, why haft thou forfaken me @ Why art
thou fo far from helping me, and from the words of my
roaring ? O my God, I cry in the day time, but thou
heareft not; and in the night-feafon, and am not filent.”
3dly, Some think that all who have any true intereft

in him have God witnefling the fame unto them by a high
operation of that witnefing Spirit of his, fpoken of
Rom. viii. 16. ¢ The Spirit itfelf beareth witnefs with
our {pirit that we are the children of God ;”* whereof
afterwards; and fo they ftill fufpeét their own intereft in
Chrift, becaufe of the want of this. But they do not
remember that they muft firft believe and give credit to
that ¢ record which God hath given of the Son, that
there is life enough in him*’ for men, and then look for
the feal and witnefs of the Spirit; ¢ in whom, after ye
believed, ye were fealed with that holy {pirit of promife.”
- As long as people hold faft thefe principles, and thelike,
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they can hardly come to the knawledge of their graci.
ous ftate, which God hath warranted people tgprove
and clearup to themfelves, otherways than %ﬁefe
forefaid things.

SECTI
Some miflakes concerning an removed:

THE fifih thing to be premifed is, the removal of
fome miftakes whereinto people may readily run them-
felves, when we are about to prove their intereft in
Ckrift. .
- As1fl, Itis a miftake to think that every one who-is
in Chrift doth know that he is in him; for many are
truly gracious, and have a good title to eternal life, who
do not know fo much,-until it be made out afterwards:
¢ Thefe things are written to believers, that they may
know they have a true title to- eternal life ;** that is, that
they may know they are believers, and fo it is fuppofcd

_they knew it not before.
~ adly, Itisa miftake to think that all who come to the
knowledge of their intereft in Chrift do attain an‘equal
certainty about the fame.  One may fay,  he is per-
fuaded nothing. prefent, or to come, can feparate him
from the love of God,” another cometh but this length
¢ I believe, help my unbelief.” |
3dly, Itis a miftake to think that every one who at-
taincth a ftrong perfuafion of his intereft doth always
"hold there ; for he who to-day may fay of the Lord,.
““ he is his refuge,” and ¢ his portion,” will at another °
time fay, ¢ Heis cut off,” and will afk, ¢ if the truth of
God’s promife doth fail for evermore
4tbly, It is alfo a miftake to think that every ode who
doth attain a good knowledge of their gracious {tate can
formally anfwer all objetlions made to the contrary ; but
~ yet they may hold faft the conclufion, and fay, ¢“1 know
whom I have believed.” There be few grounds of the
.Chriftian religion, whereof many people are fo perfuad-
ed, as that they are able to maintain them formally a- -
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arguments brought to the contrary ; and yet

and will hold the conclufion fledfaftly and
it is in this cafe in hand. :
t is no lefs a miftake to imagine that the vain
» which many profane ignorant A-
this knowledge of an intereflt in
Chrift w! 1 for. Many do falfely avow him
¢ to be tnerr rawner,” and many look for heaven who
will be beguiled with thefe foolifh virgins,” yet we muft
not think, becaufe ofthis, that all knowledge of an inte-
reft is a delufion and fancy, although thefe fools be de-
ceived ; for, whillt thoufands are deluded, fome can fay
-on good and folid grounds, ¢ We know that we are of

God, and that the whole world lieth ipr wickednefs.”

Chapter 1I.
SECTION L

~ The Ways by which the Lord draweth fome to Chrift,
without a fenfible preparatory Law-work.

H,AVING premifed thefe things, it now
followeth that we give fome marks by which aman ma
know if he be favingly in covenant with- God, and hath
a fpecial intereft in Chrift, fo as he may warrantably lay

‘claim to God’s favor and falvation. We fhall only
pitch upon two great and principal marks, not willing to
trouble people with many.

But before we fall upon thefe, we will fpeak ofa pre-’
paratory work of the law, whereof the Lord doth ordi-
narily make ufe to prepare his own way in men’s fouls.
This may have its own weight, as a mark, with fome
perfons. It is called the Work of the Law, or, the
Work of Humiliation. It hath fome proportion to
that ¢ pirit of bondage,” and doth now under the New
Teftament anf{wer untoit, and ufually leadeth on to the
¢ Spirit'of adoptjon.”
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Only, here, let it be remembered, 1. That weare not
to fpeak of this preparatory work of the law as a nega-
tive mark of a true intereft in Chrift, as if none might
lay claim to God’s favor who has not had this prepara-
tory work, in the feveral fteps of it, as we are to {peak
of it ; for, as we fhall hear, the Lord doth not always
keep that path with men. 2. The great reafon why we
fpeak of it is, becaufethe Lord dealeth with many, whom
hie doth effetually call, by fome fuach preparatory work:
and to thofe, who have been fo dealt with it may prove
ftrengthening, and will confirm them in layingthe more
weight on the marks which follow. 3. It may help to
encourage others, who are under fuch bondage of fpirit,
as a good prognoftic of a gracious work to follow ; for,
as we fhall circumftantiate it, it will be rarely found to
mifcarry arid fail of a gracious iffue. 4. Where Goqd
ufeth fuch a preparatory work, he doth not keep one
way or meafure in it, as we fhall hear.

For the more diftin€t handling of this preparatory
work, we fhall fhortly hint the moft ordinary ways by
which the Lord leadeth people in unto the covenant fa-
vingly, and draweth them unto Chrift.

Firfl, There are fome called from the womb, as John
the Baptift was, or in their very young years, before
they can be deeply engaged aftively in Satan’s ways, as
Timothy ; it cannot be fuppofed that thofe have fuch
a preparatory work as we are to fpeak of. And becaufe
fome perfons may pretend to this way of effettual call-
ing, we offer thefe marks of it, whereby thofe who havé
been fo called may be confirmed. ‘

1f%. Such ufe from their childhood to be kept free of -

+ ordinary pollutions wherewith children ufually are defi-

- led ; as fwearing, lying, mocking of religion and religi-
ous perfons, &9c. Thofe whom God called effetually
he fan&tifieth them from the time of that effeftual call-
ing : ¢ Sin cannot have dominion over them” as over
others, ¢¢ becaufe they are under grace.” ‘

2dly. Religion is, as it were, naturalto them; I mean,
they need not be much preffed to religious duties even
c
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when thcy are but children ; they run willingly that way,
becaufe there is an inward pnncxple of ¢ love conftrain- -
ing them,” fo as they yield themfelves fervants of righ-
teoufnefs,” without outward conftraint. - :
3dly. Althoygh fuch know not when they were firlt
acquainted with God,.yet they have afierwards fuch ex-.
ercifes” of fpirit befalling, as the faints in Scripture, of
whofe firft converfation wehear not, do fpeak of. “They
are fhut out from God, upon fome oceafion, now and
then, and are admitted to come nearér again to their ap-
prehenfion : their heart is alfo further broken up by the
ordinances, as is faid of Lydia ; and ordinarily they do -
remember when fome fpecial bit of religion and duty,
" or when fome fin, of which they were not taking notice
before, was difcovered to them. They who can appiy
thefe things:to themfelves, have much t6 fay for their ef-
fe@ual calling from their youth,

Secondly. Some are brought into Chrift ina fovereign
gofpel-way, when the Lord, by fome few words of love
{wallowing up any law- work, quickly taketh a perfon
‘prifoner at the firit, as he did Zaccheus,and others, who,
upon a word fpoken by Chrift, did leave all and follow
him ; and we hear no noifé of a law-work dealing with
them before they clofe with Chrift Jefus.

And becaufe fome may pretend to this way of calhn 1

we fhall touch fome things moft remarkable in that trarf 1
aftion with Zaccheus, for their clearing and confirma- §
tion. (1.) He had fome defire to fee Chrift, and fuch
a defire as made him wave that which fome would have

~ judged prudence and difcretion, whilft he climbeth up
upona treé that he might fee him. (2.) Chrift fpake to
his heart, and that word took fuch hold upon him that
prcfently with joy he did accept of Chrift’s offer, and
- clofeth with Chnift as Lord, whilit few of any note were [
following him. (3.) Upon this his heart doth open te §
the poor, although it fcems he was a covetous man be- 3
* fore. (4.) He hath a due impreflion of his former ways,
evidencinghisrefpe& to the law of Mofes,and this he doth
fignify before all the company then prcfem, not caring
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to fhame himfelf in {uch things as probably were known
tothe world. .(5.) Upon all thefe things, Chrift confir-
meth and ratifieth the bargain by his word ; recommend-
ing to him that onenefs of intereft which behoved to be .
between him and the {aints, and the thoughts of his own .
loft condition if Chrift had not come and fought him,
and found him : all which are clear.

We grant the Lord calleth fome fo, and if any can lay
claim to the fpecial things we have now hinted, they have
a good confirmation of God’s dealing with ther from
that Scripture ; neither are they to vex themfelves be-
caufe of the want of a diftinét preparatory law-work, if
their heart hath yielded unto Chrift; for a law-wark is
not defirable, exceépt for. this end. Therefore Chrift
doth offer himf{elf direttly in the Scnpturc, and people
are invited to come to him : and although many will
not cometo him who is the cautioner, until the {pirit of
bondage diftre(s them for their debt, yet if any, upon the
knowledge of their loft eftate, would flee and yield to
Chrift, nane might warrantably pre(s a law-work upon
them.

-As for others, whom Chrift perf‘uaded QY 2 word to
follow him ; whatfoever he did, or howfoever he fpake .
to them, at his firft meeting with them, we mutft ration-
ally fuppofe that then he difcovered fo much of their
own neceflity, and his own fullnefs and excellency to
them, as made them quit all, and run after him: and if
he do fo to any, we crave no more, fince there is room
enough there for the Phyfician.

So that from all this, as fome may be eonfirmed and .
firengthened, with whom God hath fo dealt, fo there is
no gmund nor occafion for deluded foulsto flatter them-
felves in their condition, who remain ignorant and fenfe-
Jefs of their own miferies, and Cbrilt’s all-fuﬂiciency,
and hold falt deceit.

. Thirdly. There arc fome brought into Chrift in a way.
yet mare declarative of his free grace ; and this is, when
he cffeftually calleth men at the hour of death. We
find fomewhat recorded of this way in that pregnant ex-
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ample of the ¢ thief on the crofs.” Although this feems.
not very pertinent for the purpofe in hand, yet we fhail
fpeak a little of it, that on the one hand men may be
fparing to judge and pafs fentence upon either them-
felves or ‘others before the laft gafp ; and we fhall fo
circumftantiate it, that, on the other hand, none may
d?re to delay fo great a bufinefs to the laft. hour of their
dife. . . ’

‘We find thefe things remarkable in that bufinefs be-
tween Chrift and the thief. 1. The man falleth at odds
with his former companion. 2. He dareth not fpeak a
wrong word of God, whofe hand is on him, but juftifi
‘eth him in all that is befallen him. 3. He now feeth
Jefus Chrift perfecuted By the world without a caufe,
and moft injurioufly. 4. Hedifcovereth Chriftto bea
Lord and a King, whillt enemies feem to hold him in
contempt. 5. He believeth a being of glory after death
{o really, that he preferreth a portion of it to the prefent
fafety of his bodily life, which he knew Chrift was able
“to grant to him at that timie, and he might have chofen
that with the other thief. 6. Although he was much a-

- . bafed in himfelf, and fo humbled, that he pleaded but

e 8

1Y

that Chrift Would remember him, yet he was nobly da-
ring to throw himfelf upon the covenant, on life and
death ; and be had fo much faith of Chrift’s all-fuffici-
ency, that he judged a fimple remembrance from Chrift
would fatisfyingly do his bufinefs. 7. He acquiefced
fweetly in the word which Chrift fpake to him for the
ground of his comfort. All which are very clear inthe
cafe of that poor dyving man, and do prove a very real
‘work of God upon his heart. : )

As this example may encourage fome to wait for good
from God, who cannot as yet lay clear claim to any gra-
cious work of his Spirit; fo we requeft all, as they love
their fouls, not to delay their foul-bufinefs, hoping for
fuch a caft of Chrift’s hand in the end, as too manydo ;
this being a rare miracle of mercy with the glory where-
of Chrift did honourably triumph over the ignominy of
‘bis crofs ; a parraliel of which we fhall hardly find in



SAVING INTEREST IN CHKIST. 28

all the Scripture befide. Yea, as there be but few at all

faved, ¢ Many be called, but few chofen;” and moft few

{aved this way ; fo the Lord hath peremptorily threaten-

ed to laugh at the calamity, and not to hear the cry of
fuch as mocked formerly at his reproof, and would not

hear when he called to them ; ¢ becaufe I have called,

and ye refufed, I have ftretched out my hand, and no

man regarded ; but ye have fet at nought all my coun-

fel, and would noae of my reproof : I alfo will laughat
‘your calamity, I will mock when your fear cometh.”"—
“Which Scripture, although it duth not fhut mercy’s

door upon any, who at the hour of death do fincerely

judge themfelves, and flee to Chrilt, as this penitent thief
did ; yet it is certain, it implieth that very few, who ac-

cepteth not the offer until then, are honored with repent-

ance as he was : and {o their cry, as not being fincere,

and of the right ftamp, fhall not be heard.

SECTION IL

“The Work of the Lausby which the Lord prepares his
Way into Men's Souls ; which is gither more viokent
and fudden, or more calm and gradual, '

THE Fourth and moft ordinary way by which

~ many are brought in to Chrift is by a clear and difcern-
able work of the law and humiliation ; which we ordina-

‘vily call the fpirit of bondage, as was hinted before. We -
do not mean that every one whofe confcienceis weaken-

. ed with fin and fear of wrath doth really clofe with
Chrift ; the contrary doth appearin Cain, Saul, Judms,
&c. But there is a conviftion of fin, an awakening of
confcience, and work of humiliation, which, as we fhall

- circumftantiate it, doth rarely mifcarry or fail of a gra-
cious iffue, but ordinarily doth refolve into the Spirit of
adoption, and a gracious work of God’s Spirit. And
becaufe the Lord dealeth with many finners this way,
and we find that many are much puzzled about the giv-
ing judgment of this law-work, we fhall fpeak of it par-

- ticularly,

L
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_ This work is either more violent and fuddenly expe-
dlted or it is more fober and {paring, protraéted through
a greater length of time, and fo as the fteps of it are ve-
ry difcernable. It is more violent in fome, as in the
Jailor Paul, and fome other converts in.the book of the
Aéts of the Aptﬁlcs, on whom Chrift did break in atan
inftant, and fell on them as with fire and fword, and led
them captive terribly. And becaufe fome great legal
fhakings are deceitful,and turn to nothing,if not worfe,
we fhall point at fome things remarkable in thefe con-
verts fpoken of before, which did prove the work of the
law on them to have had a gracious iffue and refult.—

-1/t Some word of truth or difpenfation putteth the per-
fon to a dreadful ftand, with a great ftir in the foul ;
¢ fome are pricked in heart,’ ? ¢¢ fome fall on trembling,”
and this is {uch a ftir, thay the perfon is brought to his
wit’s end : ¢ What wilt thou have me to do ?” faith Paul,

¢ What muft I do to be faved ?"* faith the jaxlor-—-
adly. The perfon is content to have falvation and God’s
friendfhip on'any terms, as thg queftion does import,
¢ What fhall I do ?” As if he had faid, What would I
not do ? What would I not forego ? What would I not
undergo ? 3dly. The perfon accepteth the condition of-
fered by Chrift and his fervants, as is clear in the fore ci-
ted Scriptures.  4thly.. The perfon prefently becometh
of one intereft with the faints, joining himfelf with that
-perfecuted fociety, putting refpett on thofe whom he had
formerly perfecuted, joining and continuing with them
in the profeffion of Chrift on all hazards. Thofe with
~whom the Lord hath fo deal have much to fay for a gra-
cious work of God’s Spirit in them ; and it is like, ma-
ny of them can date their work from fuch a particular
time and word, or difpenfatian, and can give fome ac-
count of what pafled between God and them, and of a
~ fenfible change following in them from that time for-
ward ; as Paul giveth a goad account of the work and
way of Gad with him afterwards.
Again, the Lord fometimes carrieth on this work
more calmly, {ofily, and fparingly, protrating it fo, as
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the feveral fteps of men’s exercife under it are very dif-
cernable, Itwould draw a great length to enlarge every
fiep of it ; we fhall touch the moft obfervable thingsinit. -

1/t. The Lord layeth fiege to-men, who, it may be,
have often refufcd to yield to him, offering him{elf in the
ordinances ; .and by fome word preached, read, or
borne in on the mind, or by fome providence 'lead
in unto the word, he doth affault the houfe kept peace-
ably by the {trong man the devil; and thus Chrift, who
is the ftronger man, cometh upon him, and by the fpi-
rit of truth, ‘doth faften the word on the man, in which
God’s curfe is denounced againft fuch and fuch fins,
vhereof the man knoweth himfelf guilty. The fpirk
convinceth the man, and bindeth it upon him, that he
is the fame perfon againft whom the word of God doth
fpeak, becaufe he is gujlty of fuch fins; and from fome
fins the man is led on to fee more, until ordinarily he
comeg to [ee the fins of his youth, fins of omiffion, &ec.
yea, he is led on, until he fee himfelf guilty almoft of
the breach of the whole law; he feeth “innumerable
évils compaffing him,” as David fpeaketh in a fit of ex-
ercife. A man fometimes will fee ugly fights of fin inthis
cafe, and is fharp-fightedto reckon an affinity to almoft
every fin.  Thus ¢ the fpmt cometh and convinceth
of fin.” '

2dly. The Lord fhaketh a fpecxal ftrong hold in the
garrifon, a refuge of lies, to which the man betaketh
himfelf when his fins are thus difcovered to him, The
poor man pretendeth to faith in Chrift, wherzby he
thinks his burden is taken off him, as the Pharlfees faid,
“ We have one father, even God ;” they pretend to a
{pecial relation to God as a common Lord. . The fpirit
of God beats the man from this by thetruth of the ferip-
tures, proving that he hath no true faith, and {fo noin-
tereftin Chrilt, nor any true f{aving grace; fhewing
clear differences between the true grace and the counter-
feit fancies which the man hath in him ; and between
him and the truly godly, as Chrift iaboreth to do to thofe
in ]of»n viil, 42, 44. “ If God were your father, ve
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would love m&. Ye are of the devil, forye dothe lufts
of fuch a father.” So, ¢ fear furprileth the hypocrite
in heart,” efpecially when the Lord difcovereth té him
conditions in many of thefe promifes wherein he trufted
moft not eafily attainable ; he now feeth grace and faith
another thing than once he judged them to be. - We
may in fome refpeét apply that werd-here, ¢ The fpirit
convinceth him of fin, becaufe he hath not believed on

" the fon :” he is particulatly convinced of unbelief, he

feeth now a huge diftance between himfelf andthe godly,"
who he thought before outftripped him only in fomeun-
neceflary, proud, hateful precifenefs : he -now feeth
him{elf deluded, and in the broad way with the petifh-
ing mulitude : and fo in this fight of his mifery, couch-
cth down undeér his own burden,. which, before this
time, he thought Chrift did bear for him ; he now be-

“ginneth to fear at the promifes, becaufe of that and fuch

other words, ¢ What haft thou to do to take my cove-

‘nant in thy mouth.”

3dly. The man becometh careful about his falvation,
and beginneth to take it to heart, asthe one thing nécel=
fary ; heis brought to this with the Jailor, ¢ What
fhall I do to be faved ?"' His falvation becometh the lead-

- ing thing with him. It was leaft in his thoughts before,

but now it prevaileth, and other things are much mifre-
garded by him. Since his foul is ready to perifh, ¢ what

" fhall it profit him to gain the world, if he lofe his foul ?**

Some here are much puzzled with the thoughts of ‘an
irrevacable decree to their prejudice, and with the fears
of uncertain death, which may attack them before they

~ get matters put to a point; and fome are vexed with

apprehenfionsthat they are guilty of the fin againft theHo-
ly Ghotft, which is unpardonable, and fo are driven a
dangerous length, Satan ftill cafting up to them many
{ad examples of people who have dolefully put an end
to their own exercife : but they are in the hand of one
who ¢ knoweth how to fuccour them that are tempted.”

4thly. When a man is thus in hazard of mifcarrying,

- the Lord ufeth a work of preventing mercy towards

,"‘_; )




SAVINO INT!REST IN CHRIST. . . 25

him, quietly and under-hand fupportmg him ; and this
is by bearing in upon his mind the poflibility of his fal-
vation, leading the man to the remembrance of pregnant
proofs of God’s free and rich grace, pardoning grofs
tranfgreflors, fuch as Manaffeh, who was a bloody idol-
atrous man, and had correfpondcnce with the devil, and
yet obtained mercy, and other ‘Scriptures bearing o{fers
of grace and favor indifferently to all who will yield to
Chrift, whatfoever they have been formerly ; fo as the
man is brought again to this, * What fhall I'do to be fa-
ved?” which doth fuppofe that he apprehendeth a pof-
fibility of being faved, elfe he would not propound the
queltion. He appheth that or the like word to himfelf,
¢ It'may be'ye fhall be hid in the day of the Lord’s an-
ger. He findeth nothing excluding him from mercy
now; if he have a heart for the thing. ~Although here,
it may be, the man doth not perceive that it is the Lord
who ‘upholdéth, yet afterwards he can tell, that ¢ when
his foot was {lipping, God’s mercy held lum up;” asthe
Pfalmift fpeaketh in another cafe. And he will after-
wards fay, when he * was as a beaft, and a fool, in ma-
ny re Ye&s, God held him by the hand.
5th Afier £his dilcovery of a poﬂibxhty to be faved,
thereis a work of defire quickened in the foul ; whnch
is clear in that fame expreflion, ¢ What fhall I do to be
faved ? But fometimes this defire is direCted amify,
whilft it goeth out thus, ¢ What fhall I do that I may
work the works of God ?” In which cafe the man, for-
merly perplexed with fear and care about his falvation,
would be at fome work of his own to extricate himfelf ;
-and here hefuddenly refolveth to do all that is comman-
ded, and to ' forego every evil way (yet negle€ting Chrift
]efus) and fo beginneth to take fome courage to him-
{elf again, - ¢¢ eftablithing his own rlghteoufnefs, but not’
fubmitting unto the righteoufnefs of God.” Whereupon
the Lord maketh a new affault on him, intending the
<gcovery of his abfolutely broken ftate in himfelf, that
igoom maf be made for the cautioner ; as Joihua did
to the peop!? when he found them fo bold in their un-
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dertakings, ¢ Ye cannot ferve the Lord,” faith he, & fog
he is a holy God, a jealous God,” &c. Inthis new af-
fault the Lord, 1. bends up agam!’c the man the fpiritual-
ity of the law ; the ¢ommandment cometh with a new
charge in the fpmtual meaning of it, ¢ The¢ law came,”
faith Paul, viz. in the fpiritual meaning of it : Paul had
never feen fuch a fight of the law before. 3. God moft
holily doth loofe the reftraining bonds which he had laid
upon the man’s corruption, and fuffereth it not only to
-boil and fwell within, but to threaten to break out in all
the outward members. Thus fin groweth bold, and
kicketh at the law, becoming exceeding finful, ¢ but fin,
_taking occafion by the commandment, wrought in me
all manner of concupifcence. For without the law fin
was dead. For I was alive without the law once; but,
when the commandment came, fin revived, and I died.
Was then that which is good made death unto me ?—
God forbid. But fin, that it might appear fin, working
death in me by that which is good that fin by the com-
mandment might bgcome excecding finful.” 3. The
Lord doth difcover to the man, more now than ever be-
fore, the uncleannefs of his righteoufnefs, and what fpots
are in his beft things. Thefe things kill the man, and he
dieth in his own conceit, and defpaircth of relief in him-
felf, if it come not from above.

6thly. After many ups and downs here, ordinarily the
man refolveth fome retirement; he delireth to be alone,~
he cannot keep company as before. Like thofe in a be-
fieged city, who, when they fee they cannot hold out,
and would be glad of any good condition from the be-,
fieging enemy, go to a council, that they may refolvc
fomewhat ; fo the man here retnreth, that he may fpeak
with himfelf. This is like that * communing with our
own heart, ¥ Thus God leadeth to the wildernefs, that
he may fpeak to the heart.”  When the perfon is retired,
the thoughts of his heart, which were fcattered in former
fteps of the exercile, do more obfervably thgong in herdt
We fhall reduce them into this method.  {1.) The man
thinks of his unhappy folly in bearmg arms againft God;
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and here there be large thoughts offotmer ways, with a
blufhing countenance and felf-loathing : ¢¢ Then {hall
ye remember your own evil ways, and your doings that
were not good, and fhall loathe yourfelves in your own
Aight,” like that of Pfal. li. g. ¢ His fin is ever before
bim.” (2.) Then he remembereth how many fair op-
portunities of yielding to God he hath bafely loft : his
fpirit is like to faint when he rémemberetir that, as is faid
in another cafe, ¢ When I remember thefe things I pour
out my foul in me, 'O my God, my foul is caft down
within me. Deep calleth unto deep, all thy waves are
gone over me.”” (3.) He now thinks of many Chrifti-
ans whom he mocked and defpifed in his heart, perfua-
ding himfelt now that they are happy, as having.chafen
the better part ; be thinks of the condition of thofe who
wait on Chyift,as the Queen of Sheba did of Solomon’s
fervaats ; ¢ Happy are thy fervants,” faith the, *¢ who
‘ftand continually before thee, and that hear thy wifdom,”
¢ Bleffed are they that dwell in thy houfe :” He wilh-
eth to be one of the meaneft who have any reldtion to
God ; as the prodigal fon doth fpeak, he would be as
¢ one of the Father’s hired fervants.” (4.) Then he .
calleth to mind the good report that is gone abroad of
.-God, according to that seftimony—The prophet knew
that God was ¢ a gracious God and merciful, flow to
anger, and of great kindnefs,” &c. The free and large
promifes and offers of grace come in here ; and the glo-
rious pratices which have paft upon finners of all forts,
according to the .fame of God:in Scripture, (5) He
thinks with himfelf, Why hath God fpared me fo long ?
and why have I got fuch a fight of my fin ? and why
hath he kept me from breaking prifon at my own hand,
in chufing fome unhappy outgatg ?-why hath he made
~ this ftrange change on me ? It may be it is in his heart
to do me good ; Q that it may be {o |——Althoughall
_thef= thoughts be not in the preparatory work of every
one, yet they are with many, and very promifing where
they are, '
~ gtkly. Upon all thefe thoughts and meditations the

s . L
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man, more fenouffv than ever bcforc, refolveth to pray,
and to make foine effay 'with God, upon life and death 3
he concludeth, It can be no worfe with him ; forif he
fit tili he pen{beth ; as the lepers fpeak, He 'confider-
eth, with the pmched prodigal fon, ¢ thatthere is bread
enough in the Father’s houfe and to {pare, whilft he pe-
ritheth for want :** fo he goeth to God, for he know-
eth not what elfe to make of his condmon, as the prodi-
gal fon doth.  And it may be, here he refolveth what to
fpeak ; but readily things do vary when he is fifted be-
fore God as the prodigal fon forgot fome of his preme-
ditated prayers, ¢ I will arife, and go to my father, and
will fay unto him, Father, I have finned againft Heav-
en, and before thee, and am no more worthy to be cal-
led thy fon ; make me as one of thy hired fervants. And
he arofe and came unto his father, and faid unto him,
Father, I have finned againft Heaven, and in thy ﬁght,v
‘and am no more worthy to be called thy fon.” "

And now, when he cometh before God, more obfer-
vably than ever before, 1/t, He beginneth, ‘with the Pub-
lican, afar off, Luke xviil. 13. with many thorough-con-
feflions and {:lf-condemnings, whercof he is very liberal,
¢ ] have finned againft Heaven, and before thee, and am
no more worthy,” &¢. 2dly. Now begin his thoughts"
concerning the hearing of his prayer, which he was not
wont to queftion much ; he now knows what thofe ex-
preflions of the faints concerning the heamng of their
prayers do import. 3dly. 1t’is obfervable in this ad-
drefs, that there are many broken fentendes, likethat of
. Pfal. vi. 3. « But thou, O Lard, how long ?” fupplied -

with fighs and ¢ groanings which cannot be uttered,” and
greedy looking upward, thereby fpeaking more than can
be well exprefled by words. 4thly.” There be ordinari-
ly fome interruptions, and, as’it were, diverfions ; the
man {pecaking fometimes to the enemy, fometimes to his
own heart, fometimes to the multitude in the world, as
David doth in other eafes ; ¢ O thou enemy, deﬁruc-
tions are .come to a perpetual end.” ¢ Why art thou
~caft down, O my foul ? and why-art thou difquicted in
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me ? hope thou in God, for I fhall yet praife him for
the help of his countenance.” ¢ O ye fons of men, how
Jong will ye turn my glory into fhame ?” g5thly. Itisob-
fervable here, that fometimes the man will halt and be
filent, to hear fome indiftin& whifpering of a joyful
found glancing onthe mind, or fome news in fome bro-
ken word of Scripture, which, it may be, the man fcarce-
ly knoweth to be Scripture, or whether it is come from
God, or wiether an injettion from Satan todelude him ;
yet this he hath refolved, only to ¢ hear what God the
Lord will fpeak,” as, upon another occafion. 6thly.
More ‘diftinét promifes come into the man’s mind,
whereupon he affayeth to lay hold, but is beaten off with -
objettions, as in another cafe the Pfalmift is, ¢ But thou
art holy—But Fam a worm.” Now it is about the
dawning of the day with the man, and faith will ftir as
foon asthe Lord imparteth ¢ the joyful found,” This is
the fubftance of the covenant, which may be fhortly fum-
med up in thefe words, ¢ Chrift Jefus is my beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleafed ; hear ye him.”

We can fpeak no further of the man’s exercife as a
preparatory work ; for what followeth is more than pre-
paratory : yet, that the exercife may appear complete
and full, we fhall add here, that after all thefe things, the
Lord, it may be, after many anfwers of divers forts,
mightily conveyeth the found of his covenant into the
heart, and determineth the heart to clofe with it ; and
God now draweth fo to Chrift, and fo fhapeth out the
heart for him, that the conception cannot mifcarry ; for
now the heartis {o in breadth and length for him, as
that lefs cannot fatisfy, and moreis not defired ; ¢ Whom

‘have I'in heaven but thee? or whom have I defired on
-earth befide thee ?’ The foul now refolveth to die if
he command fo, yet at his door, and facing to him-
wards. .

We have drawn this preparatory work to fome length,
~ not tieing any man to fuch awork fo circumftantiated :
only we fay, the Lord dealeth fo with fome ; and where
he fo convinceth of fin, corruption, and felf-emptinefs,

/



- 30 TRIAL OF A’

and maketh a man. také f{alvation to heart as the one
thing neceffary, and fetteth him on work in the ufe of .
~ the means which God hath appointed for. relief ; I fay,
fuch a work rarely fhall be found to fail of a good ﬂfuc
and gracious refult,

.S'ECTION §7 4 -

The dzfcrence betwixt that preparatory Law.work whick
 hath a gracious Iffuc and the Convictions of Hypacrites.

Objeit. HyrocriTEs and reprobates have great ftire
rimgs of confcience, and deep convitions about fin, fete
ting them on work fometimes, and 1 do fufpe@ any pre-
paratory work of the law I ever had to be but fuch as
they have. ,

Anfw. It will be hard to give fure effential differences
“between the preparatory work in thofe in whom after-
wards Chrift is formed and thofe legal ftirrings which

are fometimes in reprobates.. If there were not fome
- gracious refult of thefe conviftions and wakenings of
confcience in the Lord’s people, and other marks, of
which we fhall {peak afterwards, it were hard to adven-
ture upon any difference that is clear in thefe legal ftir-
rings. . Yet, for anfwer to the objeftion, I fhall offer
~ fome things, which rarely will be found in the ftirrings
of reprobates, and which are ordinarily found in that law- :
- work which hath a gracious iffue. -

1/2. The convittions of hypocrites and reprobates are
ufually confined (o0 fome very grofs tranfgreflions. Saul
grants no more but the perfecuting of David ; Judas
%:ants only the betraying of innocent bload + but ufually

afe convittions, by which the Lord prepareth his own
way in the foul, although they may begin at one or
more grofs pamcular tranfgreffions, yet they fift not ;
but the man is led on to fee many breaches of the Iaw,
and * innumerable evils compaffing him,” as David
fpeaketh in the fight of his fin. = And withal, that uni-
verfal cunv:&xon, if I may call it fo, is not general, asu-
. lually we hear fenfelels men faymg, % that in ail things

N
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they fin ;* but it is particular and condefcending, as
Paul afterwards fpake .of himfelf ; he not ‘only is the
chief of finners, but particularly, he was a blafphemer, a
perfecuior. ‘ .
adly. The conviftions which hypecrites have do fel-
‘dom reach their corruption, and that body of death,
which breeds an averfenefs from what is good, and
firongly inclinethto what is evil.  Ordinarily, where we
find hypocrites fpeaking of themfelves in Scripture, they

Ipeak lofiily, and with fome felf-conceit, both as to their
ffeedom from corruption. The Pharifees fay to the
poor man, ¢ Thou waft altogether bornin fins,and doft -
. thou teach us ?” as if they themfelves were not as cor-
rupt by nature as he : they fpeak of great fins, as Has«
zael did, ¢ Am I a dog, that I fhould do this greas
thing ?” and alfo in their undertakings of duty, as that
feribe fpake,¢¢ Matfter, I will follow thee whitherfoever
thou goeft.”” See how the people do fpeak ; they un-_
dertake to do all that God will command them : fo that
they flill ¢ go about,” in any cafe, ¢ to eftablifh their
own righteoufnefs, not fubmitting unto therighteoufnefs
of God.” But I may fay, that convittions and exercife
about corruption, and. that body of death, inelining to
evil, and difenabling for good, is not the leaft part of the
work where the Lord is preparing his own way. They
ufe to judge themfelves very wretched becaufe of a bo-
dy of {in, and are at their wits’ end how to be délivered,
as Paul fpeaketh, when he is under the exercife of it af-
terwards, ¢ O wretched man that I am, who fhalldeliver -
me from the body of this death ?” .

_ 3dly. It will ordinarily be found, that the conviftions
which are i hypocrites either are not fo ferious, as that
fome other bufinefs willnot put them out of head before
- any fatisfattion be gotten ; asin Cain, who went and
burlt @ city, and we hear no more of his convi&tions.
Felix went away until a maore convenient time, and we -
hear no more of his trembling ; or if that work become
very ferious, then it runneth to the other extremity, and
defpair of relief, leaving no room for any outgate. So
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we find Judas'vcry ferious in his conviftions, yet he

- grew defperate, and hanged himfelf. 'But where the

- Lord prepareth his own way, the work is both fo feri-

ous as the perfon” cannot be. put off it, until he finds
fome fatisfation, and yet under that very ferioufnefs he
lieth open for relief : both which are clearin the Jailor’s -
words, ¢ What muft I do to be faved ?”” This feri-
ous inquiry after reliefis a very obfervable thing in the
preparatory work which leadeth on to Chrift. Yet we
defire none to lay too much weight on thefe things, fince
God hath allowed clear differences between the precious
and the vile. o - o
Objeit. 1 ftill fear I have not had fo thorough afight
of my fin and mifery as the Lord giveth to many whom
he effetually calleth, efpectally to great tranfgreflors,

fuch as I am. ‘

Anfw. Itis true, the Lord difcovereth to fome great .
fights of their fin and mifery, and they are thereby put '
under great legal terrors ; but as all are not brought in
by that fenfible preparatory law-work, as we fhewed be-
fore, fo' even ‘thofe' who are dealt with after that way
are very differently and varioufly exercifed in regard of
the degrees of terror, and of the continuance of that
work. The Jailor hath a violent work of very fhort -
continuance : Paul hath a work continuing three day ;
fome perfons are “ in bondage through fear of death all
their days:” fo that we muft not limit the Lord to one
way of working here. The main thing we are to look

‘unto in thefe legal wakenings and convittions of fin and

mifery is, ifthe Lord reach thofe ends in us for which u-
fually thefe ftirrings and convi&tions are fent into the
foul, and ifthofe ends be reached, it is well ; we are not
to vex ourfelves about any preparatory work further.
Now,. thofe ends which God driveth ordinarily with fin-
ners by thefe legal terrors and wakenings of confcience
are four. - : '

+ Firft. The Lord difcovers fights of men’s fin and mi-
fery to them, to chafe them out of themfelves, and to
put them out of conceit of their own righteoufnefs. Men
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naturally have great thoughts of themfelves, and do in-
cline much to the covenant of works ; the Lord there-
fore doth difcover to them fo much of their {fin and cor-
ruption, even in their beft things, that they are made to
loathe themfelves, and to defpair of relief in them{elves ;
and fo they are forced to flee out of themfelves, and
from the covenant of works, to feek refuge elfewhere—
% They become dead to themfelves and the law,” as to
the point of juftification ; then * have they no more con-
fidence in the fleth,” this is fuppofed in the offers of -
Chrift ¢ coming to feek and fave that which is loft,”

and ¢ to be a phyfician to thofe who are fick.”

The fecond great end is, To commend Chrift Jefus
to men’s hearts above all things, that {fo they may fallin .
love with him, and betake themfelves to that treafure
and jewel which only enricheth, and, by fo doing, may
ferve the Lord’s defign in the contrivement of the gof-
~ pel, which was the manifeftation of his free grace thro’
Chrift Jefus in the falvation of men. The fight of a
man’s own mifery and damnable eftate by pature is a
ready way to make him prize Chrift highly, who alone
can'fet fuch a wretch at iberty : yea, it not only leadeth -
a man to an high eftcem of Chrift, but alfo of all things
that relate to that way of falvation, as grace, the new co-
venant, faith, and maketh him carefully to- gather and
wreafure up his Michtams or golden fcriptures for the
confirmation of his intereft in thefe things.

The third great end is, to deter and fcar people from
fin, and to make them caft out with it, and confent to
put their neck under all his yoke. God kindleth fome
{parks of hell in men’s bofoms by the difcovery of their
fin, as a ready mean t6 make them henceforth ftand in
awe, knowing ¢ how bitter a thing it is to depart from
the Lord.” So we find reft offered to the weary, upon
condition they will take on Chrift’s yoke. ¢ Take my
yoke upon you, and learn of me, for T am meck and |
lowly in heart ; and ye fhall find reft unto your fouls.”
And God offereth to ownmen as their God and Father,
upon condition they will allow no peaceable abode te
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Belial. % What fellowfhip hath righteoufnefs with un-
righteoufnefs ? and what communion hath light with
darknefs ? and whatconcord hath Chrift with Belial ? or
what part hath he that believeth with an infidel 7 Where-
fore come out from among them, and be ye feparate,
faith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing, and I
will receive you, and will be a father- unto you, and ye
fhall be my fonsand daughters, faith the Lord Almighty.””
The fourth great end s, to work up men toa patient.
and thankfui fubmiffion to all the Mafter’s pleature.—
This is a fingular piece of work, * Then fhalt thou re-
member, and be confounded, and never open thy mouth
any more, becaufe of thy fhame, when I am pacified
' towards thee, for all that thou haft done, {aith the Lord.” -
The fight of a man’s own vilenefs and defervings maketh
him filent, and to lay his hand oit his mouth, what{oever
God doth unto him ; ¢ I was dumb, and opened not my
mouth, becaufe thou didtt &.”* * God hath punifhed
uslefs than our iniquities.” ¢ { will bear the indigna-
tion of the Lord, becaufe I have finned.” The man ca-
reth not what God doth to him, or how he deals with:
him, if he fave him from the deferved wrath to come :
alfo any mercy is'a large mercy to him who hath feen
fuch a fight of himfelf ; he is * lefs than the leaft of mer-
cies ;”” ““any crumb falling from the Mafter’s table is
welcome :” he thinks it rich ¢ mercy that heis not con-
- fumed.”, This is the thing that marvelloufly maketh
God’s poor crofled people fo filent under, and fatisfied
with, their lot ; nay,they think he deferveth hell who o--
peneth his mouth at any thing God doth to him, fince
he hath pardoned his tranfgreffions. .
. So then, for fatisfying the objettion, I fay,ifthe Lord
hath driven thee out of thyfelf, and commended Chrift
to thy heart above all things, and made thee refolve, in
his ftrength,to wage war with every known tranfgreffion,
and thou art in fome meafure as'a weaned child, acqui-
efcing in what he doth unto thee, defiring to lay thy hand
on thy mouth thankfully ; then thy convittions of fin
and mifery, and whatfoever thou doft plcad as a prepa-

P
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ratory work, is fufficient, and thou art to debate no more
concerning it.  Only be advifed fo to ftudy new difco-
veries of the fenfe of thy loft condition every day, be-
caufe of thy old and new fins ; and alfo to fee frefh help
in: Chrift, who is a pricft for ever to make interceffion ;
and to have the work of fan@ification and patience with
thankfulnefs renewed and quickened often : . for fome-
what of that work which abafeth thee, exalteth Chrift,
and conformeth to his will, muft convey thee through-
eut all thy lifetime in this world.

Chapter 111.
SECTION I,

Of Fauth,

.‘VE come now to fpeak-of fome more
clear and {ure marks, by which men may take up their
gracious ftatc and intereft in Chrift. T'he firjt thing
whereby men may know it is, their clofing with Chriit
in the gofpel, wherein he is held forth., This is believ-

_ing, or faith, which is the condition of the covenant ;
¢ It is of faith,” ¢ Believe on the Lord Jcfus Chrifl,
and thou fhalt be faved.” Now, although in propriety
of {peech, it is hard to prove an intereft by faith, it being
our very intereft in him ; yet the heart’s clofing with
Chrift Jefus is {fo difcernable in itfelf, that we may well
- place it amongft the marks of a gracious ftate : and if
a man can make our this, that he believeth on and in
Chrilt Jefus, he thereby doth prove a very true intereft
" in him, ‘
Many do f{car at this as a mark, upon one of thefe
three grounds ordinarily. .
- (1.) Some conceive faith to be a difficult myRerious
thing, hardly atainable. To thefe I fay, Do not mif-
take ; faith 1s not {o difficult as many do apprehend it

~
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to be. I grant true faith in the meaneft degree is the
gift of God, and above the power of fleth and blood ;
for God muft “ draw men to Chrift,” ¢ No man can
- come 10 me, except the Father which hath fent me draw
him.” Unto you it is given in the behalf of Chrift to be-
lieve on him.” Yet it were a refle@tion upon Chrift,
- and all he hath done, to fay it were a matter of mfuper—
able difficulty ; as is clear, ¢ The mghteoufnefs which
is of faith fpeaketh on this wife, Say not in thine heart,
Who fhall afcend into heaven ?that is, to bring Chrift
down from above ; or, Who thall defcend into the deep ?
that is, to bring up Chrift again from the dead. But
what faith it ? The world is nigh thee, even in thy mouth
and in thy heart ; that is, the word of faith which we
preach. That if thou fhalt confefs with thy mouth the
Lord Jefus, and fhalt believe in thine heart that God
hath raifed him from the dead, thou fhalt be faved ; for
with the heart man believeth unto nghtequfnefs, and
with the mouth confeffion is made unto falvation. For
the Scripture faith, Whofoever believeth on him fhall
not be afhamed.” It were, according to that Scripture,
as much upon the matteras to fay, Chrift came not from
heaven, is not rifen from the dead, or afcended vi€tori-
ous to heaven, I fay, he hath made the way to heaven
m3ft ealy ; and faith, which isthe condition required on
our part, more eafy than men do imagine. For the bet-
ter underftanding of this, confider that juftifying faith is
not to believe that 1 am elefted, or to believe that' God
" loveth me, or that Chrift died for me, or the like ; thefe
things are indeed very difficult,and almoft 1mpo(ﬁble atthe
firft hand to be artained to by thofs who are ferious ;
whilft natural Atheifts and deluded hypocrites find no
difficulty in aflerting all thofe things : 1 fay, true Jufh-
fying faith is not any of the forefaid things ; neither is it
fimply the believing of any fentence that is written, or
that can be thcught upon. I grant, he that believethon
Chrift Jefus believeth what God 'hath faid concerning
man’s firful miférable condition by pature, and he be-
lieveth that to be true, that “thereis hfe in the Son, who
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was {lain, and is rifen again from the dead :” but none
of thefe, nor the believing of many fuch traths, do fpeak
out juftifying faith, or that believing on the Son of God
fpoken of in Scripture : for then it were fimply an a&
of the underftanding : but true juftifying faith, which
we now feck after, as a good mark of an intereft in
Chrift, is chiefly and principally an a&t or work of the
heart and will ; having prefuppofed fundry things about
truthin the underftanding ¢ with the heart it is believed
“ unto righteoufnefs ;* and although it feem, that a man
is faved upon condition that he believe thistruth, ¢ God
raifed Chrift from the dead,” yet we muft underftand a-
nother thing there, than the believing the truth of that
propofition : for befide that all devils have that faith,
whereby they believe that God raifed Chrift from the
dead, fo the Scripture hath clearly refolved juftifying
faith into a recezving of Chrift ; ¢ As many as received
him, to them gave hepower to become the fons of God,
even to them that believe on his name.”  The receiving
of Chrift is there explained to be the believing on lus
name..  Itis ftill called a flaying on the Lord, a irufling
n God, often mentioned in the Pfalms, and the word 1s
aleaning on him. Itis a believing on Chrift, ¢ Thisis
the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath
fent, and often fo exprefled in the New Teftament.—
When God maketh men believe favingly, heis faid to
draw them unto Chrift; and when the Lord inviteth.
them to come to him, ¢ All that the Father giveth me,
fhall come to me; and him that cometh to me, I willin |
no wife caft out. - No man can come to me, except the
Father which hath fent me draw him.” The kingdom
of heaven is like a maii finding a jewel, wherewith he
falleth in love—Now, I fay, this a&ling of the heart on
Chrift Jefus is not fo difficult a thing as is conceived. —
Shall that be judged a myfterious difficult thing which.
doth confift much in defire? I1f men have but an appe-
tite, they bhave it ; for they are ¢ blefled that hunger af-
terrighteoufnefs ;¢ If you will you are welcome ;"
It is amatter of fuch intricacy and infuperable difficulty
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greedily ¢oJook to that exalted Saviour ? ¢ Look uanto
me, and be ye faved all the ends of the earth :”” and to
receive a thing that is offered, held forth, and declared
to be mine, if I'will but accept 'and take it, and fn a map-
ner ¢ open my mouth,” and give way toit ? ¢ Open
thy mouth wide,and I wﬂl fillit.” Such a thing is faith,
if not lefs, Oh if I could perfuade people what is juf-
tifying faith, which impropriateth Chrift to me ! We of.
ten {car people from ‘their juft reft and quiet, by making
them to apprehend faith to be fome deep myfterious
thing, and by moving unneceflary doubts about u,
whereby it is needlefsly darkened.

“(2.) Some make no ufe of this mark, as judging-t a
hlgh prefumptuous crime to pretend ta fo excellent a
thing as is the very condition of the new covenant. To
thefe I fay, You need not ftartle fo thuch at it, as ifit
“were high.pride to pretend to it : for whatfoever true
faith be, men muft refolve to have it, or nothing at all;
all other marks are in vain without it; a thoufand :hlngs
befides will not dothe bufinefs : % Unlefs a man believe,
he abideth in the ftate of condcmnation,™ ¢ He that be-
lieveth not is condemned alrcady, bccaufe he bath not
believed in the name of the only begoiten Son of God.
He that believeth not the Son thall not fee life, but the

wrath of God abideth on him.”

(3.) Others do -not meddle with thls noble mark of
failh, becaufe they judge it a work of the greateft diffi-
culty to find out faith where it is.  To thele I fay, It is
not fo difficult to-find it out, fince ¢ he that believeth,
hath the witnefs in himfelf ; itis a thing which by fome
~ ferious fearch may be known. Not only may we do
-much to find it out by the preparatory work going be-
fore i it in many, as the apprehending and believing of a
man’s loft cltate, and that he cannot do his own bufinefs,
and that there is fatisfying fullnefs in Chrift, very defira-
ble if he could overtake it 5 a ferious mmdmg of this, |
with a heart laid open for rehef as alfo by the ordina-
ry companions and concomitants of it, viz. the liking of
Chrift’s dominion, his kingly and prophetical 0ﬂ3Cc, a

\
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defire to refign myfelf wholly up to him, to be at his dif-

pofing ; as alfo by the native confequence of it, viz. the
afloilzieing of the word, the affoilzicing of my own con-
fcience according to the word, a heart purifying work,
a working by love ; I fay, not only may we know faith
by thele things, but it is difcernable by itfelf and of its
ownnature. Although I deny not but there muft be
fome help of God’s Spirit, ¢ by which we know what is
frecly given unto us of God,” as alfo, that God hath al-
lowed many evidertces and marks as precious helps,
whereby men may clear up faith more fully to themfelves,
% Thefe things have 1 written unto you that_believe on
the name of the San of God, that ye may know that
ye have eternal life ;” yet I fill fay, that faith, or be-
lieving, which is fome atling of the heart upon Chrift in
the gofpel, and the tranfatting with him there, is dil-
cernable of itfelf, and by itfelty to a judicious under-
fanding perfon, with an ordinary influence of the fpirit,
unlefs the Lord, for reafons Known to himfelf, do over-
cloud a man’s reflex light, by which he fhould take up
and perceive what is in him.

This juftifying faith, which we affert to be fo difcern-
able, is, in the Lord’s deep wifdom and gracious con-
defcendency, varioufly exprefled in Scripture, accord-
ing to the different aftings of it upon God, and outgo-
ings after him; fo as every one who hath it may find and
take it up in his own mould. It fometimes ateth by a
defire of union with him in Ghrilt : this is that looking
to him in Ifa. xlv. ¢2. ¢ Look unto me, and be ye
faved, all the ends of the earth.” This fcems to be a
weak at of faith, and far below other altings of it at
other times perbaps in that fame perfon. Men will look
to what they dare not approach, to their apprehenfion
which they dare not touch or embrace : they may look
to one to whom they dare not {peak : yet God bath made
the promife to faith in that afting, as the fore cited fcrip-
ture doth thew : and this he hath done mercitully and wife-
ly ; for this is theonly difcernable way ofthe alting of faith
of fome perfons fometimes. Such are the aflings orouts
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goings of faith exprefled infcripture by ¢ hungering and
thirfting after rightcoufnefs,” and that exprefled by will-
ing, ¢ And whofoever will, let him take the water of
life freely,” ! '

.

Again, this faith goeth out fometimes in the aét of
recumbency, or leaning on the Lord, the foul taking up
Chrift then as a refting-ftone, and God hath fo held him
out, although he be a ftumbling-ftone to others. This
atting, of it is hinted in the expreffions of ¢rufting and
faying on God, fo often mentioned in fcripture: and
precious promifes are made in this alting of faith, as
¢ God will keep them in perfeft peace whofe minds are
flayed on him ; becaufe fuch do truft 1a him. Truft in
the Lord ; for with him is everlafing ftrength.”” ¢ They
that truft in the Lord fhall be as Mount Zian, which a-

" bideth forever.” 1 fay, the Lord hath made promifes

to this way of faith’s acting, as knowing it will often go
out after him in this way with many perfons ; and this
way of its afting will be moft dilcernable to them.
- It goeth out after God fometimes by an a& of wait-
ing ; when the foul hath fomewhat depending before
God, and hath not got out his mind fatisfyingly concer-
ning that thing, then faith doth wait ; and fo it hath the
. promife, ¢ They fhall not be athamed that wait for me.”
Somectimes it aéteth in a willful way upon the Lord,
when the foul apprehendeth God thrufting it away, and
threatening its ruin ; ¢ Though he flay me, yet will I
truft in him.” The faith of that poor woman of Ca-
naan, {o highly commended by Chrift, did go out in this
way of willful atting over difficulties ; and the Lord
fpedketh much good of it, and to it, becaufe fome will
be put to it to exercife faith that way fometimes, and {o
~ they have that for their encouragement. It were tedious
to inftance all the feveral ways of the aiing of faith upon,
and its exercife about, and outgoing after Chrift. 1 may
fay, according to the various conditions and preflures |
of the foul of man, the Lord hath varioufly held out
himfelf and his fullnefs in Chrift, under divers notions,
as might moft fitly meet the, diftrefs or condition of man.
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And accordingly: faith, which God hath appointed to
traffic and travel between Chrift and man, as the inftru-
ment of conveyance of his fulnefs unto man, and of main-
taining unidn and éommunion with him, atteth various-

. ly and differently upon God in Chrift ; for faith is the
very fhaping out of a man’s heart according to God’s
device of falvation by Chrift Jefus, ¢ in whom it plea-
fed the Father that all fulnefs thould dwell ;” fo that,
let Chrift turn what way he will, faith pointeth that way.
Now he turneth all ways in which he can be ufeful to
poor man ; and therefore faith ateth accordingly on him
for drawing out of that fulnefs, according to a man’s
cafe and condition, As for example, The foul is na-
ked, déftitute of a covering to keep it from the ftorm
of God’s wrath ; Chrift is fine raiment, then according-
ly faith’s work here is to * put on the Lord Jefus.”— .
The foul is hungry and thirfty after fomewhat that may
everlaftingly fatisfy ; Chrift Jefus is' ¢¢ milk, wine, wa-
ter, the bread of %ife, and the true manna}” he is ¢ the
fealt of fat things, and of wine refined ;” then the work.
and exercife of faith is to ¢ go, buy, eat and drink abun-
dantly. The foul is purfued for guilt more or lefs; and -
is not law-biding ;- Chrift Jefus is the city of refuge, and
the high prieft there, during whofe lifetime, that is for
ever, the poor man who gets thither is fafe ; then the
work and exercife of faith is ¢ to flee thither for refugé,
to lay hold on the hope fet before us.  In a word, what-
foever way he may benefit poor man, fo he fpeaketh of
himfelf. And as he holdeth out himfelf in the Scripture,
fo faith doth pointtowards him. . If he be a bridegroom,
faith will go out in a marriage relation : ifhe be 4 fa-
ther, faith pleadeth the man to be a child : if he be a
fhepherd, faith pleads the man may be one of his fheep ;
if he be a Lord, faith calleth him fo, which none can do
but by the Spirit of Jefus ; if he be dead, and rifen a-
gain for our juftification, faith ¢ believeth God hath
raifed him” on that account, Wherefoever he be, there .
would faith be ; and whatfoever he is, faith would be
fomewhat proportionally : for by faith the heart is fha-

F
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pen outin breadth. and length for him ; y¢a,. when the
fame and report of him goeth abroad in his truth, altho
faith feeth not much, yet, it ¢ believeth on his name,”
upon the very fame hehath fent abroad of. himfelf, ]olm
i 12.

But here, for avmdmg of miftakes, conﬁdcr, (1. ) “That
although juftifyjng’ faith alteth fo varioufly, yet every
believer who hatha good title to Chrilt Jefus hath not
“all thefe various aftings and exercifes of faith for his

. condition craveth them not ; and alfo the Matfter is plea-
fed not to lead out the fanh of fome perfons, at {fome
times, in fome of thefe ways, for reafons known to him-
felf, even when their neceffity (to their apprehenﬁon)
calleth for fuch afting of faith. Surely, every one dare
not fay, ¢ Though he kill me, yet will I truft in him.”
Many would not have gone up with the woman of Ca-
naan I {pake of, but would have been difcauraged, and
have.quit the purfuit. It is on this account that Chrift
.doth highly- commend the faith of fome beyond the faith
of others ; of the centurion ; of the woman of Ca-
naan, Many good people are much difquieted concer-
ning their faith, becaule it goeth not out in all thofe ways
we find recorded in Scripture ; but there is hardly any
man will be found whofe faith hath atted all thefe ways.

- (2.) Many of thefe afings of faith are much intend-
ed andremitted. They are fometimes ftrohg and vigo-
‘rous, and difcernible ; and fometimes they fail, and mif-
belief doth prevaﬂ fo as it were an uncertain thing to
Judge of a man’s ftate by thefe. Wefind the faints ve-
ry different from themfejves in regard of the a&ings of
faith fomeumes, as we {hewed before. -

(3.) Each one of thefea&mgs of faith fpeaketh good
to the perfon in'whom it is, and hath promifes anncxed
unto it, as we have faid. Yet,

(4.) Although thefe altings of faith have promlfes an-
nexed unto them, they are not, for that, the condition of |
the new covenant ; for then every one behoved to have
each one of them, which is not true, as we faid before.
A promilfe is made to him who overcometh ; but perfe-

7
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verance is not the condition of the new covenant, but
doth fuppofeit. There are promifes made to the exer-
cife of all gracesin Scripture ; but only faith is the con-
dition of the covenant, I fay then, thele promifes are
made to thefe a&ings of faith, not as fuch, but as they do
fuppofe juftifying faith, which is the condition of the
covenant. Allthefe are atings of faith, but not as it is
juftifying. T herefore,

(5.) There is fomewhat common to all gracious per-
fons, which may be fuppofed by all the forefaid a€tings
of faith, wherein the nature-and effence of juftifying faith
ﬁandeth And this is the heart’s fatisfattion concerning
God’s device of falvation by Chrift ; when man pleafeth
God’s invention of fatisfation to;uﬁ:ce, through Chrift
jefus, in whom all fulnefs doth dwell now by the Fa-
ther’s pleafure ; when the foul and heart of man acqui-
efceth in that, then it believeth unto falvation. As at
firlt the Lotd made man f{uitable to 'the covenant of
works, by creating him perfett, and fo putting him in a
capacity to perform his will in that covenant ; fo, under
the new cavenant, when God giveth the new heart to
man, he fetteth the idea and ftamp of all his device in
the new covenant upon the man, fo as there is a confo-
nancy to God’s will there :: thus he beareth the image of
the fecond Adam, Chrift Jefus, on him. This is a great
part of the new heart, and is moft oppofed to works ;
fince now the man abfolutely falleth oft’ works, ¢ beco-
. ming dead to the law, as ta the point of juftification, by

the body of Chrift.” Man perceiving that God hath
devifed a way of fatistying divine jultice, and recovering
loft man by the incarnation of Chrift, he thinks this fo
good and {ure a way, that he ablolutely giveth up with
the law, as 1 faid before, and clofeth ‘with this device ;
and this is believing or faith, very oppofite to works,
and all refting thereupon. This canpot fail to bein all
| gracious perfons, in whom many of thé atlings of faith
are not ta be found. This doth dlearly fappole known
diftrefs in a man, without all reliefin himfelf ; this fup-
pofeth known fulnefs in Ciirift, as the alone fufficient re-
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Jief ; this imports a fort of impropriation ; for the heart,
pleafing that device, in {o far inclining towards it. This
is athing clearly fuppofed in all the altings of faith fpo-
ken of before. He that greedily hungereth, hath this ;
and he that leaneth, hath this ; and he that puts on Chrift,
hath this, &¢. This is to efteem ¢ Chrift the wifdom
and power of God” to falvation ; fo is he faid to be to
all that believe. © They efteem that device wife and fure,
befeeming God ; and that is to believe. .On this ac-
count, ¢ Chrift, who is the rejetted ftone to many, is
precious to them who believe ;” a fit ftone to recover,
fortify, and beautify, the tottering building and -fabrick
of loft man, ¢ To whom coming, as unto -a livin
ftone, difallowed indeed of men, but chofen of God, ani
precious.  Ye alfo, as lively ftones, are built up a fpiri-
waal houfe, an holy priefthood, to offer up fpiritual fa- =
crifices, acceptable to God by Jefus Chrift. Wherefore
allo it is contained‘in the Scripture, Behold I lay in Si-
on a chief Corner-ftone, elef, precious ; and he that be-~
lieveth on him fhall not be confounded. Unto you there-
fore which believeheis precious ; but unto them which
be difobedient, the ftone which the builders difallowed,
the fame is made the head of the corner ; And a ftone
of ftumbling, and a rock of effence, even to them which
ftumble at the word, being difobedient, whereunto alfo
they were appointed.” ¢ The kingdom of God is like
a man finding a treafure, for which with joy he felleth
all.””  Thefe words hold out the very way of believing,
viz. falvation is difcovered in the gofpelto be by Chrift ;
the heart valueth that invention as fatistying. Thisis to
believe on the Son of God lifted up ; which is compa-
red with the looking to the brazen ferpent. It was
man’s approbation of that device which made it effe€tu-
al for his healing ; fo is it here, ¢ He that fo believeth,
fetteth ¢ to his feal that God istrue.” True ? Wherein ®
In that record he hath borne, that God hath, proved life
for men, and placed it all in Chrift ; < He that believ-
¢th not, maketh God a liar.”>  Wherein ? In his faying
that Chnift is a fafeand {ure way to heaven. . This is the
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pleafing and acquiefcing in that device ; and it is confo-
nantto all I know fpoken of juftifying faith in Scripture.
This is the believing on Chrift and on his name, the re-
ceiving of him, and refting on him, for falvation, inour
Catechifm ; the believing that Jefus is the Chrift, thag is,
the anointed One, whom the Father hath fealed, and fet
apart, and qualified for the work of reconciling manun-
to God ; and ¢ he that believeth that Jefus is the Chrift
is borm of God.” Thisisto  believe with the heart
that God hath raifled Chrift from the dead.” The man
believeth Chrift died, and is raifed on the account of fa-
tisfation for man’s tran{greflion. Devils may believe
that : nay, but the man I fpeak of ¢ believeth it with
-¢¢ his heart,* (which no natural man doth, until a new
heart be given unto him) ; that is, he cordially pleafeth,
is fatisfied with, and acquiefceth in, this noble invention.
And thus faith layeth out itfelf now and then in its a&-
ings, outgoings, and exercife, according to all the cove-
nant-relations under which Chrift is held forth in the
Scripture.

Now, I fay, this faith is difcernible, not only in thefé
aétings many times ; a man may know if his heart doth
_hunger afier Chrift, and flee for refuge to him, when
-purfued ; and if he doth commit himfelf unto God, but
‘alfo in its very nature : as it is juftifying, it is difcerni-
‘ble, and may be known. A man may clearly know, if
from known diftrefs in himfelf, upon the report and
- fame of Chrift’s fulnefs, his heart doth pleafe God’s de-
vice in the néw covenant ; if it goeth out after Chrift in
that invention, and pleafeth him as Lord of the life of
men, terminating and refting there, and no where clfe ;
acquiefcing in that contrivement with defire and compla-
cency. This is a defcernible thing : therefore I entreat
" men impartially to examine themfelves ; and if they find -
that their heart has clofed {o with that device of falvation,
and is gone out after him as precious, that thereupon
they conclude a fure and true intereft in Chrift Jefus,
- and a good claim and title to the crown} fince ¢ he that
believeth fhall never perifh, but have everlafting life.”
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SECTION II.

The difference between the Faith of Hypocrztes and true

. faving ]u/lzf)vmg Faith.

 Objedt. HypocriTes andreprobates have a fort of faith
and are faid to believe : *¢ Many: believed in his name,
when they faw. the miracles which he did. But Jefus
"did not commit himfelf unto them, becaufe he knewall
men.” % Then Simonthe forcerer himfelf believed alfo,””
and cannot chufe but go out after Chrift, and that de~
vice of falvation, when they hear of it ; and they pro-
fefs they-do fo, yet are deluded, -and fo may I be.
Anfw. To fay nothing of that thought of your heart,
whereby you wonder that any man fhould net pleafe the
device of falvation by Chrift; and lead out towards him
as a very promifing thing, and fpeaking out Juftifying
faith to be in your bofom ; and, to fay nothing in con-
tradi€tion to that which you think that a natural man,
whilft fuch, and before he gets a new heart, can pleafe
that device, and believe with his heart, and affettionate-
ly, that which perfefily overthroweth the covenant of
works, and abafeth man in the point of felf-righteoufnefs
already attained, or that can be attained to by him,which
is inconfiftent with many fcriptural truths ; I offer thele
differences between the faith of alk hypocrites-or repro-
bates and that true faving jultifying fanh ‘whereof we
have fpoken.
1f. They never clofe with Chrift Jefusin that device

and him alone, as a fufficient coverning of the eyes, as
is faid of Abraham to Sarah, they ftill hold faft fome-
what of their own, at leaft to help to procure God's fa-
vor and falvation : their heart doth ftill fpeak, as that
young man’s {peech, doth infinuate, ¢ What fhall I do
to inherit eternal life ?* Befide that, they do' ftill retain
their former lovers, and will not break their cavenants

with hell and dcath, imagining they may have Chrift with-

thefe things equally fharing in their heart ; contrary to
that, ¢ A man cannot ferve two mafters.” ’Either Chrift
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muft be judged abfolute Lord, and worthy to be fo, or
nothing at all ; and fo it is clear their heart is not fhapen
out for that device of falvation by Chrift, whom God
hath alone made Lord here, in whom all fulnefs fhall
- dwell.  But where juftifying faith is, the foul of a man
and his heart doth clofe with Chrift, and him alone,
“¢having no confidence in the flefh,” he trufteth only
in God. Alfo the man here giveth up with other lov-
ers ; as they become rivals of Chrift, He refolves ¢ not
to be for another.” He calls him-Lord, ¢ which a man
can only do by the fpirit of Chrift.” :
adly. As hypocrites and reprobates do never clofe
with Chrift alone, {o they do never clofe with full Chrift
as he is anointed to be a king, to rule over a man in all
things; a Prieft, to procure pardon and to make peace
for man upon all occafions ; a prophet, to be wif{dom,
and a teacher and counfellor in all cafes to man; fo they
do not receive Chrift, efpecially in the firft and third of-
fice. But where true juftitying faith is, a man clofeth
with whole Chrit in all his offices, judging all his ¢ will
good, holy, juft and fpiritual,” and ¢ right concerning
all things,” ¢ making mention of his righteoufnefs only.™
> The man alfo giveth up himfelf to be taught of him;
¢ Learn of me.” So that ¢ Chrift is made to the true
believer, with his own confent, ¢ wifdom, righteouf-
nefs, fantification, and complete redemption.” And
although he hath not all thefe things formally in exer-
cife when his heart goeth out after Chrift, yet, upon
fearch and trial, it will be found with him, as I have
faid. -
3dly. Hypocrites and reprobates do never clofe with
Chrift, and all the inconveniencies that may follow him ;
they ftick at that with the fcribe ; but where true jufti-
fying faith is, a man doth clofe with him on all haz-
ards; he relolveth to forego all rather than to fore-
go Chrift. ¢ We have left all, and se have follow-
ed thee,” ¢ hereckoneth all to be lofs and dung for
the excellency of Chrift Jefus, as his Lord, and to be

found in him.”
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~ We might give other differences alfo; as that true
Kaith is operative, * purifying the heart,” ¢ working by
fove,” Gal.v. 6. whilit * hypocrites do only cleanfe -
the outfide of the platter,”” and ¢ do all to be feen of
men,” ¢ not fecking the honour that is of God only
~ and fo cannot believe :” we might alfo fhew that true

faith is never alone in a man, but ‘attended with other
faving graces. But becaufe thefe things will coincide
with what followeth, and here we are thewing that aman
may take up his gracious ftate by his faith, and the att-
- ing thereof on Chrift, we pafs thefe things.

- ontti

Thapter V.

OF THE NEW CREATURE.

| THE Second greatmark of a gracious ftate
and true faving intereft in Jefus Chrift, is the new crea-
ture ; * If any man be in Chrift he is a new creature.”
This new creation, or renovation of that man, is a ve-
7y fenfible change ; although not in thofe who are effec-
tually called from the womb, or in their younger years,
(becaufe thofe have had this new creature from that time
in them, fo as this changein after-periods of time is not
difcernible) yet in thofe who have been regenerated and
brought into Chrift afier they were come to greater age,
and fo have more palpably been under the “ power of
darknefs,” before they were ¢ tranflated into the king-
dom of Chrift.” Butall who do warrantably pretend
1o Chrift, this new creature muft be ; although fome
do not know experimentally the contraries of every part
of it fo as others do ; becaufe they have notbeen equal-
~ ly in regard of prattice under the power of darknefs.
This new creature is called the new man, which doth
hold out the extent of it. It is not fimply a new tongue
or new hand, but @ new man. There is a principle of
new life and motion put in the man, which is the new

-
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heatt; which riew principle of life fendeth forth a&ts of
life, or of. ¢ conformity to the image of him who creat-
ed it,” fo as the party is renewed in foine meafure eve-
ry. way. This renovation of the man who is in Chrift
may be rediced into thefe two great heads.

Firfl, Thereis a renovation of the man’s perfon, foul
and body, in fome meafure. ‘ '

1. His underftanding is renewed; fo as he judgeth
¢ Chrift preached;” in the gofpel to be ¢ the wifdom
and powerof God,"” a wife and ftrong device befeeming
God : He knoweth the things of ‘God really and folid-
1y, not to be yea and nay, and uncertdin fancies ; but all
to be yea and amen, {olid, certain, fubftantial things, ha-
ving a defirable accomplilhment in Chrift; and refolVing
much in him ;% The natdral man receiveth net the
things of the Spirit of God ; for they are foolithnefs un-
to him ; neither can he know them; becaufe they are
fpiritually difcerned : but he that is {piritual yudgeth all
things.” ¢ As God is true, our word toward you was
not yea and nay. For the Son of God, Jefus Chrift,
who was peached among you by us, even by me; and
Silvanus, and Timotheus; was not yea and nay, but in
him was yea. For all the promifes of God in him are
yea, and in him amen; unto the glory of God by us.”—
Natural men, educated under gofpel-ordinances, altho’
they have fome notional knowledge of God, Chrift, the
promifes, the motions of the Holy Spirit, fo as they
may confer, preach, and difpute of thefe things ; yet
they look on them as common received maxims of
Chriftianity, from which to recede were a &Gngularity
anddifgrace ; but not as real, folid, fubftantial truths, fo
as to adventure their foulsand everlafting being on them.
The underftanding is renewed alfo, to take up fomewhat
of God in the creatures, as, bearing fparks of his glori-
ous attributes ; they fee ¢ the heavens declaring his glo-
ry and power,” and fomewhat of God in providence,
and difpenfations that fall out : ¢ His wondrous works
declare that his name is near.” - The underftanding al-
{o taketh up the conditions and cafes of the {oul other. |

G -
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wife than it was wont to do ; as we find the faints ufual-
ly fpeaking in Scripture, o O my f{oul, thou haft faid
unto the Lord, Thou art my Lord ;” ¢ My foul faid;
Thy face will I feek ;" ¢ Why art thou caft down, O
my foul ?”* ¢ Return unto thy reft, O my foul.”

sdlp. The heart and aﬂ'ecuons are renewed. The
heart is made * a new heart, a heart of flefh,” capable
of impreffions, having a copy of his law ﬁamped onit,
and the fear of God put into it, whereby the man’s duty
becometh in 2 manner native and kindly to the man—
It was before a heart of flone, void of the fear of God:
‘The affeltions. are renewed now. : the love is rencwed in

- . fome good meafure ; it goeth out after God; ¢ I will

love the Lord;” after his law, ¢ O how love I thy Jaw !"
after thofe who have God’s image in them, ¢ By this
thall all men know that ye are my difciples, if ye have
love one to another.” ¢ We know that we have paf:
fed from death unto life, becaufe we love the brethren.”
This love to God’s.people is upon a pure account, as
they are the children of God, and do keep his ftatutes-3
it is ¢ with a pure heart fervently ;”” and therefore it go-
cth towards all fuch whom the man knoweth or appre-
kendeth to be fuch ; % Iam a companion of all them
that fear thee, and of them that keep thy precepts,” in all
cafes and conditions, even where there is nothing to beau-
tify or commend but the image of God. And thislove
is fo fervent many times, that it putteth itfelf out in all
relations, fo as'a man feeketh a godly wife, a godly maf.
- ter, a godly fervant, a- godly counfellor, if he have to
chufe upon ; ¢ Mine eyes fhall be upon the faithful of
the land, that they may dwell withme : he that walketh
in a perfe&t way, he fhall fene me.” And it is not
quenched by many waters :”” Many imperfettions and
infirmities, difference in opmxon, wrongs received, will
not altogether quench love. Alfo itis communicative
of good according to its meafure, and as the cafe of the
poor godly requireth ; ¢ Thou art my Lord, my good-
nefs extendeth not to thee, but tothe faints ; But whofo
kath this world’s good, and feeth his brother have need,

.
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and thutteth up his bowels of compaffion from him, how
dwelleth the love of God in him ? My little children, let
as not love in word, neither in tongue, but 1n deed and -
in truth., And hcreby we know thatwe are of the truth,
and fhall affure our hearts before him.” The man’s ha-
tred is a/fo renewed, and is now bended againft fin ; ¢ I
hare vain thoughts ;" againft God’s enemies, as fuch,
. % Do not T hate them that hate thee ?” &c. The joy
or delight is renewed, for it runneth towards God ;—
$¢ Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none
upon earth that I defire befides thee :*> towards his law
and will; ¢ Hisdelight is in the law of the Lord :” and
towards the godly and their fellowihip ; * To the {aints,
in whom is all my delight.” The forrow is turned a-
gainit fin which hath wronged Chrift: ¢ Looking to
him whom they have pierced, they mourn.” ¢ Thefor-
row is godly’’ there, and againft what encroacheth upon
God’s honor. ¢ They are forrowful for the folemn ai-
fembly, and the reproach of that is their burden.” There
is fome renovation in all the affe€lions, as in every oth-
er part of the foul pointing now towards God.

3dly. The very outward members of the mgn are re-
newed, ‘as the Scripture {peaks, the tongue, the eye, the
ear, the hand, the foot, fo that ¢ thofe members which .-
once were umproved as weapons of unrighteoufnefs unto
fin, are now improved as weapons of righteoufnefs unto
holilefs.”

Secondly. A man who is in Chrift is renewed in fome
meafure in all his ways : ¢ Behald, all things are become
new.” The man becometh new, 1. Inthe way of his
intereft.. He was upon any good before, thaugh but ape
parent, and at beft but external ; ¢ Many fay, who will
fhew us any good ?”’ but now his intereft and bufinefs
is, how to*¢ be foundin Chrift,” in that day, or how to
be forthcoming to him, and ¢ walk before him in the
light of the hvmg, ’ which he would chufe among all the
mercies that fill this earth; ¢ The earth, O Lord, is full
of thy mercy, teach me thy ftatutes.” The imere{t of
Chrilt alfu becometh the man’s intereft, as appeareth in

L}
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the fong of Hannah, and in the fong of Mary. Itis
ftrangeto fce people newly converted, and baving reach-
ed but the beginning of knowledge, concern and inte-
reft themfelves inthe public matters of Chrift’s kingdorg,
fo defirous tohave him riding profperoufly, and fubdu-
ing the people under him:

- 2dly. The man thatis in Chrift, is renewed in the way
ofhis worthip. He was wont to  ferve God in the
~oldnefs of the letter,” for the fathion, anfwering the let-
ter of the command in theoutfide of duty, which one in
whom the old man hath abfolute dominion can do ; but
now he worfhippeth God ¢ in newnefs of {pirit,” in a
new way, wherein he is ¢“helped by the Spirit of God,”
beyond the reach of flefh and blood. He ¢ ferveth now
the true and living God, in fpirit and in truth,” having
fpiritual apprehenfions of God, and engaged in his very
foul in that work, doing and faying truly and not feign-
edly when he worfhippeth ;. ftill % defiring to approach
unto him as a living God,” who heareth and feeth him,
and can accept his fervice. I grant he fails of this many
times ; yet I may fay, fuch worfhip he intendeth, and
fometimes overtaketh, and doth not much reckon that
worfhip which is not fo performed unto God ; and the
iniquity of his holy things is not the leaft part of his bur-
den and exercife.  Such a worfhip nawral men .are
ftrangers unto, whilft they babble out their vain-glorious
boaftings, like the Pharifee, ¢ to an unknown God.” -
- gdly. Theman thatis in Chrift is renewed in the way
of his outward calling and empleyment in the world ; he
now refolveth to be about it, becaufe God hath com-
qmanded {o ; * Not {lothful in bufinefs, fervent in {pirit,
- ferving the Lord 5” andto eye God in it as the laft end,,
¢ doing it to his glory ;”" and ftudieth to. keep fome in=
tercourfe with God mn the exercife of his outward em-
ployments, as Jacobdoth in his latter-will, & I have wai-
ted for thy falvation, O Lord ;" and as Nehemiah did,
¢ Then the King faid unto me, for what doft thou make
requeft ? So I prayed to the God of heaven ;” fo asthe
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man refolveth to walk with God, and * fet him always
before him," wherein kdeny not he faileth often.

" 4thly. He becometh new in the way of his relations;
he beg(’)meth a more dutiful hufband, father, brother,

matfter, fervant, neighbor. ¢ Herein doth he exercife

himfelf to keep a conftience void of offerice towatds men
as well as towards God, becom.ng all things to all men.’

5thly. He becometh new in the way of lawful liber-
ties ; he ftudieth to make ufe of meat, drink, fleep, re-
creations, apparel, with an eye to God, laboring not to
come under the power of any lawful thing ; ¢¢ All things
are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient ; all
things are lawful for me, bit I will not be brought under
the power of any ;* nor to give offence to others in the
ufe of thefe things, ¢ For meat deftroy not the work-
of God. All things indeed are pure ; but it is evil for
that man who eateth with offencs. It is good neitherto

cat flefh, nor to drink wine, nor any thing whereby thy
" brother ﬁumbleth oris offended, or is made weak. Let
every one of us pleafe his nelghbor for his good to edi-
fication ; not ufing liberty as an occafion to the fleth.”
Yea, he Taboreth to ufe all thefe things as a ftranger on
earth, 1o as his moderation may appear;  Let your mo-
deration be known unto alt men.” And fome way he
doth eye God as the laft end in thefe things ; ¢ doing all
to the glory of God :” fo as we may fay of that man, °
¢ Old things are much paffed away, all things are,” in
fome meafure, “ become new.” He thatis fo a new
creature is undoubtedly in Chrift.

This renovation of a man in all manner of converfa-
tion, and this being under law to God in all things, is
that ““holinefs, without which no man fhall fee the Lord.”
‘Men may fancy things to themfclves, but unlefs they
ftudy to approve themfelves unto God in all well-plea-
fing, and reach fome inward teftimony of fincerity that
way, they fhall not affure their hearts before him. ¢ The .
tcltimony of men’s confcience is their rejoicing. By
this we know that we know him, if we keep his com-
mandments. And hereby we know that we are of the
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truth, and fhall affure our hearts before him. For if
our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart,
and knoweth all things, Beloved, if our heart condemn
us not, then have we confidence towards God¥’ No
confidence if the heart condemn. Thisis the new crea-
ture, having a priaciple of new fpiritual life infufed by
God into the heart, whereby it becometh new, and put-
teth forth afts of new life throughout the whole man, as
we have faid, fo as he pointeth towards the whole law,
1. Towards thefe commands which forbid fin ; fo he
refolveth to fet againft fecret fins, ¢ not ta lay a ftumb-
ling-block before the blind :” little fins, which are judg-
ed fo by many, the leaft things of the law : ¢ Whofo-
ever fhall break one of thefe leaft commandments, and
fhall teach men fo, he fhall be called the leaftin the king~
dom of heaven :” fpiritnal fins, filthinefs of the fpirit ;
¢ Having, therefore, thefe promifes, dearly beloved, let
us cleanfe ourfelves from all fikhinefs of the fleth and
fpirit, perfetting holinefs in the fear of God.” Sins of
omiffionas well as of commiffion, fince men are to be
judged by thele, ¢ Then fhall he fay unto them on the
left hand, Depart from me, ye cuifed, inta everlafting
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels : for I-was an
hungred, and ye gave me no meat, I was thirfty, and ye
gave me no drink.” Yea, {ins that are winded in into
his natural humour and conftitution, and fo are as *“ a
righteye or hand” to him ; ¢ If thy right eye offend
thee, pluck it out, and ceft it from thee,” &c. Thisnew
principle of life, by the good hand of God, maketh the
man fet againft every known fin, fo far as not to allow
pcaceable abode to any known darknefs ; ¢ What fel-
lowfhip. hath righteoufnefs with unrighteouflnefs ? and
what communion hath light with darknefs ?” 2. As alfo
he pointeth towards thofe commands which relate to du-
ty, and the quickening of grace in man : it maketh a
man ¢ refpett all God’s known commands ;™ to “live
godly, righteoully, and foberly :” yea and to fludy a
right and fincere way and manner of doing things, re-
folving not to give over this ftudy of conformity to

N
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'God's will, whilft he liveth on earth, but ftill to ¢ prefs
forwardtoward the mark, for the prize of the high' calling
of Godin Chrift Jefus.” This is true holinefs, very be-
coming all thofe who pretend to be heirs of that holy
habitation, in the immediate company and fellowfhip of
a holy God; ¢ We know that when he fhall appear, we
fhall be like him.” :

Some may think thefe things high attainments, and
very hard to be gained. I grant it is true. But, firfe
Remember that there is a very large allowance in the co-
venant promifed to his people, which maketh things
more eafy. The Lord hath engaged ¢ to take away
the ftoney heart, to give a heart of fleth, a new heart,
a heart to fear him forever ;" he hath engagedto ¢ put
his law in men’s heart : *to put his fear in their heart té
make them keep that law ; to put his Spirit in them to
caufethem to keep it.” He hath promifed ¢ to fatisfy
the priefts with fatnefs,” that the fouls of ¢ the people
may be fatiated with his goodnefs.; and to keep and wa-
ter them continually every-moment.” . And if he muft
be ‘“enquired to do thefe things unto men,” he engag-
eth to “ pour out the {pirit of grace and fupplication o
them,” and {0 to learn them how to feek thefe things, how
to put himto it, to do all for them. : :

Seconidly, For the fatisfattion of the weaker, I grant
this new creature, as we have circumf{cribed and enlarg-
ed it, will not be found, in all the degrees of it, in eve-
ry gracious perfon. But it is well if; _

1ff. There be a new man. We cannot grant lefs;
€ If any man be in Chrift, heis a new creature,” and
that is the new man, which all muft put on who are fav-
ingly taught of Chrift; ¢ If fo be that ye bhave heard
him, and have been taught by him, as the truthis in Je-
fus: That ye put off concerning the - former converfa-
tion the old man, which is corrupt according to the de-
ceitful lufts : and be renewed in the fpirit of your mind;
and that ye put on the new man, which after God is
created in righteoufnefs and true holinefs,” There muft
be fome renewing after the image of God in a man’s Toul
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and body ; there muft be fomewhat of every partof the
man pointing towards God. ~Although I grant every
one cannot inftruét this to others, neither difcern it in
himfelf, becaufe many know not the diftin&t parts of the
foul, nor pieces of reformation competent to every part
‘of the foul and body ; yet it will be found there is fome
fuch thing in them, yea, they have a witnefs of it with-
> inthem, if you make the thing plain and clear to them
-~ what it is. T . o v
2dly. There muft be fuch a refpe& unto God’s known -
commands, that 2 man do not allow peaceably any
known iniquity to dwell in him; for ¢ what fellowfhip
hath righteoufnefs with unrighteoufnefs ? and what com-
munion hath light with darknefs ?” He muft not regard
iniquity ; * Then fhall I not be alhamed when I have
" refpett unto all thy commandments.” ¢ If I regard ini-
‘quity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me.” Igrant
men may be ignorant of many commands and many fins,
and may imagine, in fome cafes, that fome fins are
not hateful unto God ; but fuppofing that they are in-
ftruéted in thefe things, there can be no agreement be-
tween righteoufnels and unrighteoufnefs. s
. 3dly. Men muft point towards all the law of God in
their honelt refolutions ; for this is nothing elfe than to
give up the heart unto God, to put his law in it without
exceptioh, whichis a part of the covenant we are to
make with God. ® This is the covenant that I will
make with the houfe of Ifrael—I will put my laws into
their mind, and write them in their *hearts.” 1 grant
many know not how to point towards God’s law in all
their ways ; but if it be made manifeft unto them how
that fhould be done, they will point at it. And it is
true, theywil many times fail of their refolutions irx
their prattice; yet when they have failed, they can fay,
they did reflolve otherwife, and will yet honeftly, and
without guile, refolve to do otherwife, and it will prove
their affli¢tion to have failed of their relolution, when the

Lord difcovereth it to them, which he will do in due
time,
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dthly. When we are to judge of our ftate by the new
creature, we muft do it at a convenient time, when we
are in good cafe, at leaft, not when we are in the worft
cafe; for ¢ the fleth and fpirit do luft and fight againft
other,” and fometimes the one and fometimes the other _
doth prevail. Now, I fay, we muft chufe a convenient
time, when the fpiritual part is not by fome tentation
worfted and overpowered by the fleth ; for in that cafe
the new creature is recoiled back in its ftreams, and
much returned to the fountain and the habits, except in
fome fmall things not eafily difcernible, whereby it ma-
keth oppofition to the flefh, according to the forcfaid
Scripture. For, now is it the time of winter in the foul,
and we may not expect fruit, yea, not leaves, as in fome
~other feafon ; only here, left profane Atheifts thould
make advantage of this will, we will fay, that the fpirit
doth often prevail over the flefh in a godly man, and yet
the fcope, aim, tenor, and main drift of his way is in the
law of the Lord, that is his walt ; whereas the path-
way and ordinary courfe of the wicked is fin, as is often
hinted in the book of the Proverds of Solomon. Andif
it happen that a godly man be overmaftered by any
tranfgreflion, ordinarily it is his fad exercife ; and we
fuppafe he keeps it ftill in dependency before God to .
bave it retified, as David fpeaketh, ¢ Wilt thou notde-
liver my feet from falling ?*

it Rttt
- Chapter VI

The szermce.betrbixt a truly renewed Man who is in
 Chrift and Hypocrites.

, Oject. A’I‘HEISTS and hypocrites may
'have great changes and renovation wrought upon them,
and in them, and I fear mine be fuch.
' Anfw. I grant that Atheifts and hypocrites have ma-
tny things in them which do look like the new creature.
H ,
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.Fzrﬁ In regard of the parts of the wan, they may,

Come to much knowledge, as ¢ They are enlighten-
ed 2. There may be a reel among their affe€tions, as,
¢ They receive the word with joy, as he that received
the feed into ftony places.” 3 They may reach a great
deal of outward reformation in the outward man, both
concerning freedom from f{in, and engagement to pof-
tive duty, as that Pharifee did, ¢ God, I thank thee that
1 am not as other men are, extortioners, unjuft, adulte-
terers, or even as this Publican: I faft twice in the week,
I give tithes of all that I poffefs.”” Yea, 4. Inregard of .
their pratticalunderftanding, they may judge fome things
of God to be excellem ; the officers faid, that ¢ never
man {pake as Chrift.

Secondly Hypocmes may have a great deal of pro-
feflion. 1. They may talk of the law and gofpel, and.
of the covenant, as the wicked do; ¢ What haft thouto
do to declare my ftatutes, or that thou fhouldft take my
covenant in thy mouth ?”” 2. They may confefs fin
openly to their own fhame, as King Sauldid. 3. They
may humblethemfelves in fackeloth with Ahab. 4. They
may inquire bulily after duty, and come cheerfully to
receive it ;% Yet they feek me daily, and dehght o
know my ways, as a nation that did righteoufnefs, and
-forfook not the ordinance of their God ; they afk of me
the ordinances of juftice, they take dchght in approach~
ingto God.” 5. They may join with God’s intereft in
a hard and difficult time, as Demas and other hypocrites,.
in the Book of the A&s of the Apoftles, who afterwards
fell off. 6. They may give much of their goods to God
and to the faints, as Ananias, if not all their goods ;
¢ Though I beftow .allmy goods to fzed the poor,and
have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.””  Yea, 7. It
- is not impoffible for fome fuch, being firaitly engaged’in

their credit, to ¢ give their bodies to be burned,” as in
the laft-cited place.

Thirdly. Hypocrites may advance far in the ¢ common
and ordinary fteps of a Chriftian work ; fuch as the elc&t
have when God leads them captive. As, 1. They may
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be under- great convittions of fin, as Judaswas: So was
King Saul often. 2. They may tremble at the word
of God, and be under much terror, as Felix was.—
3. They may ¢ rejoice in receiving of the truth, as he
that received the feed into ftony places.” 4. They may
be in fome peace and quiet, in expettation of falvation
by Chrift, as the foolifh virgins were. 5. All this may
¢ bebacked and followed with fome good meafure of re-
%rmatxon, as the Pharifee, ¢¢ The unclean {pirit may go-
out of them.d 6. This work may feem to be confirm-
ed By fome fpecial experiences and “&aﬁmgs of the good
word of God.”

Fourthly. Hypocrites may have fome things very like
the faving graces of the Spirit ; as 1. They may havea
fort of faith with Simon Magus. 2. They may have a
fort of repentance, and may walk mourntully, # What
profit is it that we have walked mourafully before the
Lord of hofts ? 3. They may have a great fear of God,
fuch as Balaam had, who, for a houfe-full of gold,

- would not go with the meflengers of Balak, without
leave afked of God, and given. 4. They have a fort
ofhope, ¢ Thehypocrite’s hope thall perith.” 5. They
have fome love, fo had Herod to Jobn ; 1 need not to
infift, it is out of all queftion they have counterfeits of all
faving graces,

Fifihly. ‘They have fomewhat like the fpecial commu-
pications of God, and the witneffing of his Spmt, and

“ fomewbat like “the powers of theworld to come,” pow-
erfully on them, with fome flafhes of joy arifing thence,
as ¢ For it is impoffible ¢ for thofe who were once en-
lightened, and have tafted of the heavenly gift, and were
made partakers of the Holy Ghoft, and have tafted the
good word of God, and the powers of the werld to come;
if they fhall fall away, to renew them again unto repent- -
ance.” Notwithftanding of all which,they are but ¢ al-
molt perfuaded, with Agrippa, to be Chriftians: It were
tedious to fpeak particularly to each of thefe things,-and
to clear it up, that they are all but rotten ware; I fhall
condefcend upon fome few things, wherein a~trul\ Je-
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newed man, who is in Cbrift, doth differ from hypo-
crites and reprobates.

1ff. Whatfoever change be in hypocrites, yet -their
heart is not changed and made new. The new heartis
only given to the ele€, when they are converted and

brought under the bond of the covenant ; ¢ I will give -

them one heart, and one way, that they may fear me
for ever. A new heart will I give you, and anew fpi-;
rit will I put within you ; and I will take away the fto-
ny heart out of your flefh, and I will give you a heart
offlelh.” Hypocrites did never apprebend Chrift as the
only fatisfying good in all the world, for which with joy
they would quit all ; for then the kingdom of God were
cntered into them ; ¢ The kingdom of heaven is like un-
to treafure hid in a field ; the which when a man hath
found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and felleth
all that he hath, and buyeth that field.” The truly re-
newed man dare, and can upon good ground fay, and
hath a teftimony of it from on high, that his heart hath
been changed in taking up. of Chrift, and hath been led*
out after him, as the only enriching treafure, in whom
“to be found he accounteth -all things -elfe lofs and
2dly. Whatfoever reformation or profeffion hypo-
crites do attain unto, as it cometh not from a new heart
and pure principle of zeal for God, {o it is always for
fome wicked and by-end, as ¢ to be feen of men,” or to
evite and fhun fome outward ftrait, to be free of God’s
wrath, and the trouble of their own eonfcience—
¢¢ Wherdfore have we fafted, fay they, and thou feeft
not ? wherefore have we affliCted our £fHul, and thou ta-
keft no knowledge? What profit is it that we have kept
his ordinance, and that we have walked mournfully bes
fore the Lord of hofts ?”” In teftimony of this they ne-
- ver have refpett to all known commands, elfe they thould
¢ never be alhamed ;” nor do they, withow approven
guile in their own heart, relolve againft every known
niquity, elfe they were freed of heart-condemnings,and
fo might jultly have ¢ confidence before God.” Ifin

“*&%
\
.
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never fo mean a cafe they did, from a principle of love:
umnto, and of zeal for Chrift, and for a right end, con-
fefs and profefs him, Chrift were obliged by his own
word ¢ to confefs them before his Father.”
3dly. Whatfoever length hypocrites advance in that
work, by which people are led in unto Chrift, yet they
never ¢ feek firft the kingdom of God and his righte-
oufnefs : The one thing that is neceflary,”” viz. Chrift’s
friendfhip and fellowfhip, is never their one thing and
heart-fatisfying choice, elfe that ¢ better part would ne- - .
ver be taken from them.” - =
4thly. Whafoever counterfeits of grace are in hypo-
crites, yet they are all bred there, without any faving
work of the Spirit of Chrift; and it is enpugh' to exclude
them from the benefit of this mark, that they are never
denied to thefe things, nor emptied of them, but ftill do
reft on them as their faviour, fo that ¢ they fubmit not
unto the righteoufnefls of God,” and that 1s enough to
keep them at a diftance from Chrift, who will never clout
that old garment of bypocrites with bis fine new linen,
nor ¢ put his new wine in thefe old bottles.”
5thly. - We may fay, Let hypocrites, reprobates, or
atheifts, have what they can, they want the three great
eflentials of religion and true Chriftianity. (1.) They
are not broken in themfelves, and emptied even of their
righteoufnefs, the leggth of felf-loathing, yet lying open
for relief. Such ¢ Joft ones Chrift came to feek and
fave.,” (2.) Tkey never took up Chrift Jefus as the
only treafure and jewel that can only enrich, ard fhould
fatisfy ; and therefore have never cordially agreed un-
to God’s device in the covenant, and fo are not worthy
of him ; neither hath the kingdom of God favingly enter-
ed into their heart : ¢ The kingdom of heaven is like
unto a treafure hid in a field, the which when a man
hath found, he hideth ; and for joy thereof felleth all
that he hath, and buy=th the field.” (3.)'They never
“in earneft do clofe with Chrift’s whole yoke without ex-
ception, judging all his ¢ will juft and good, holy and
fpisitual ;” and therefore no reft followed on them by
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Chrift ; * Take my yoke upon you, and ye fhall ind
reft unto yeur fouls.”” Therefore, whofoever thou art
who can lay clear and juft claim to thefe three forefaid
_things, thou art beyond the reach of all atheifts, hypo-
crites, and reprobates, in the world, ashaving anfwer-
ed the great ends and intents of the law and gofpel.
Objeét. 1 am clear fometimes, I think, to lay claim
to that mark of the new creature; yet at other times fin
doth fo prevail over me, that I am made to queftion
aH the work within me. ' '
Anfw. It is much to be lamented that people profef-
fing his name fhould be fo abufed and enflaved by tran{-
greflion as many are. Yet, in anfwer to the objeftion,
if it be ferioufly propofed, we fay, the faints are found
in Scripture juftly laying claim unto God and his cove-
nant when iniquity did prevail over them ; as we find, |
Pfalms Jxv. 3. ¢ Iniquities prevail agamnft me; as for
~ our tranfgreflionsthou fhalt purge them away.” Rom,
vii. 23, 25. Paul ¢ thanks God through Chrift, whea
a law in his members leads him captive unto fin,” But
for the better underftanding, and fafe application, of
fuch truths, we muft make a difference betwixt grofs
outbreakings and ordinary infirmities or heart-ills, or
fins that come unawares upon a man, without fore-
thought or-any deliberation. As for the former sort,
it is hard for a man, whilft he is unger the power of them
to fee his gracious change, although it bein him : and
very hard to draw any comfort from it, until the man
be 13 fome meafure recovered, and begin ferioufly to
refent {uch fins, and to reflolve againft them. We find
David calling himfelf God’s fervant quickly after his nu-
bering of God’s people ; but he was then under the
ferious refentment of his fin. Jonah layeth claim to God
as his mafter under his rebellion ; but he is then ruing
it, and in a fpirit of revenge againft himfelf for his fin.
~ Next, as for thefe fins of infirmity, and daily incurfion
afd heart-ills, fuch as thofc whereot Paul doth complain
it is like were. )
~ We {hall draw out fome things from that fcventh chap-
¥

5.
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ter to the Romans, whereupon Paul maingains his inter-
eft in Chnift, and if you can apply them it is well. 1,
When Paul findeth that he doth much fail, and cannot
reach conformity to God’s law, he doth rot blame the
law, as being too ftri€t, fo as men cannot keep it, as
hypocrites ufe to fpeak ; but he doth blame himfclf as
- being carnal; and he faith of the law, ¢ that it is good,
holy, and {piritual.” 2. He can fay, he failed of a good
which he intended, and did outfhoot himfclf, and he
had often honeftly refolved againft the evil which he fell
into. 3. He faith, that the prevailing of fin over him is
his exercife, fo as he judgeth himfelf wretched becaufe
of fuch a body of death, from which he longeth to be
delivered. 4. He faith that while he is under the pow-
~er and law of fin, there is fomewhat in the bottom of
his heart oppofing i, although overmaftered by it,
which would be another way, and when that gets the
upper hand it is a delightfome thing. Upon thefe things -
he ¢ thanks God in Chrift that there is no condemna-
tion.” Now then look if you can lay claim to thefe
things. 1. Ifyou do blame yourfelf, and approve the
law, whilft you fail. 2. If you can fay, that you do
often refolve againft fin honeftly, and without known
guile ; and do fo refolve the contrary good before the
evil break in upon you. 3. If you can fay, that you
are fo far exercifed with your failings as to judge your-
felf wretched becaufe of {uch things, and a body of death
which is the root and fountain of fuch things. 4. If you
can fay, that there is a party within you oppofing thefe
evils, which would be at the right way, and, as it were
is its element whenit is in God’s way, it is well ; only be -
-advifed not to take reft, until in fome good meafure you
be rid.of the ground of this objettion, or, at lcaft, un-
til you can very clearly fay, you are waging war with
thefe things; Now, a good help againft the prevailing
power of fin is to cleave clofe to Chrift Jefus by faith,
which, as it is a defirable part of fanftification, and a
notable piece of conformity to God’s will, and inoft {ub-
{ervient unto his defign in the gofpel, ¢ the life which I

4
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now live in_the flefh Ilive by the faith of the Son of God
who loved me, and gave himfelf for me. I do not
fruftrate the grace of God:” and fo fhould be much
endeavored by people, as a work pleafing unto God,
¢ This is the work of God, that ye believe.on him
whom be hath fent :”” o it is the ready way to draw
life and fap from Chrift the blefled root, for fruitfulnefs
in all cafes, as Fohn xv. 4, §. ¢ Abide in me, and I
in you : as the branch cannet bear fruit of itfelf, except
it abide in the vine ; no more can ye, except ye abide
in me. I am the vine, ye are the branches : he that a-
bideth in me, and I in him, the fame bnngcth forth
 much fruit: for wnhoutme ye can do nothing.”

Chapter - V1I.

Of the szeczal Communication of God, and the fi ngular
‘ gracious Operations of his Spu .

Obj edd. I DO not partake of thefe fpecialcom-
munications of God mentioned in the Scripture, and
aflings and outgoings of his Spirit, whereof gracious
people often are fpeaking, and whereunto they attain.—
The want of thefe things maketh me much fufpe@ my
ftate. °

Anfw. 1 fhail fhortly hint fome of thefe excellent
communications ; and I hope, upon a right difcovery
of them, there will be but fmall ground found for the
jealous complaints of many gracious people..

Firft. (Befide thefe convi&ions of the-Spirit of God,
which ufe to ufher Chrift’s way into the fouls of men,
and thefe alfo which afterwards do ordinarily attend
them,) there is a feal of the Spirit of God fpoken of in
Scripture, the principai thing whereof is the fanttifying
work of the Holy Ghoft, imprinting the draughts and
lincaments of God’s image and revealed will upon a
man, as a feal or fignet doth leave an impreffion and

A
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ftamp of its likenefs upon the thing fealed. So it is,
‘% The foundation of God ftandeth fure, having this -
feal, The Lord knoweth them that are his; and, Let
every one that nameth the name of Chrift depart from -
imiquity.” And thus I conceive the feal to be called «
witnefs ; *° He that believeth hath the witnefs in himfelf ;>
that 1s, the grounds, upon which an intereft in Chrift
-is to be made out and proved, are in every believer ;
for he hath fomewhat of the fanifying work of God’s
fpirit in him, which is a fure, although not always a
clear and manifeft witnefs. - . ‘ :
Secondly, There is communion with God, much talk-
ed of among Chriftians, whereby they underftand the
fenfible prefence of God refrefhing the foul exceedingly.
But if we {peak properly, communion with God is a
mutual intereft between God and a man, who hath clo-
fed with him in Chrift. It is a commonefs, or a com-
mon intereft, between God and a man; not only is a
man interefted in God himfelf,but in all that is the Lord’s,
fo the Lord hath a fpecial intereft in the man, and alfo
all that belongs to him. There is a communion between
hutband and wife, whereby they have a fpecial intereft
in other perfons, goods, money and concernments ; fo
it is here : there is fuch a communion with God, he is .
our God, and all things are ours, becaufe he is ours.
This communion with God all true believers have at all.
times," as we fhall thew afterwards. I grant there is an
aftual improvement of that communion, whereby men
do boldly meddle with any thingthat belongs unto God,
and do meddle with himfelf, as their own with much
homelinefs and familiarity : efpecially in worfhip, when
the foul doth converfe with a living God, partak- -
ing of the divine nature, growing like unto him, and -.
fweetly travelling through his attributes, and, with fome
confidence of intereft, viewing thefe things as the man’s
own goods and money ; this we call communion with
God 1n ordinances. This indeed is not fo ordinarily
nor frequently made out to men, -and all his people do

iy
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not equally partake ofit : and it is true, that what is ip
. God goeth not out for the behoof of the man to his ap-
prehenfion equally at all times; yet certainly ;. commu-
nion with God preperly, fo called, viz. that common-,
nefs of intereft between God and a man, who is faving-
ly in covenant with him, doth always ftand firm and fure,
and fo much of communion with- God in ordinances
have all helievers, as that their heart converfeth with a
living God there, now andthen, and is in fome meafure
changed into that fame image : and there needeth be no.
douht about any further in i. .
Thirdly, There is a thing which is called fellow/hip
with God, often miftaken alfo amongft believers. If
by fellowfhip be meant the walking in our duty, as in.
_ the fight of a living God, who feeth and heareth us, and;
is witnefs to all our carriage, it is a thing common unto,
all gracious men ; they all have it habitually, and in de-,
fign, ¢ I bave fet the Lord always before me.” Yea,
and often they have it attually in exercife, when thejr
{pirit is in any good frame ; they walk as if they faw Gog
ftanding by them, and have fome thoughts of his favour
through Chrift : ¢ Truly our fellowfhip is with the Fa-
ther and with his Son Jefus Chrift,” If we by fellow/hip
do mean a fweet refrefhing, familiar, fenfible converfing
with God, which doth delight and refrefh the foul, be-. .
fide what the conleience of duty doth ; it is-then a walk-
_ing in the light of his countenance, ‘and a good pirt of
fenfible prefence’; and although it feemeth Enoch had
much of it whillt it is faid, ¢ He walked with God,”
yet it is not fo ordinary as the former, nor fo common
to all Chriftians; for here the foul is filled with marrow
and fatnefs, following hard after its guide, and fingularly
upheld by his right hand, ¢ My Toul fhall be fatisfied as
with marrow and fatnefs ; and my mouth fhall praife
thee with joyful lips. My foul followeth hard aftex
thee, thy right hand upholdeth me.”
Fourthly, There is a thing which is called accefs unto
God ; and this I take to be the removing obfirufions
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dut of the way between a man 'and‘(}d, {o as the man
is admitted to come near, We are faid to have accefs
- toa great perfon when doars are caft open, guards re-
moved from about him, and we admitted to come clofe
athim; foitishere. Now this accefs, in f{cripture, is
fometimes taken for Chrift’s preparing of the way, the
removing of enmity between Ged and finners, fo as
" men now have a patent way to come unto God through
‘Chrift ; * For through him we both have an accefs by
oneé fpirit unto the Father.,” Sometimes it is taken for .
the aftual improvement of that accefs purchafed by
-Chrift, when a man finds all obftruétions and differen-
-ces, which do ordinarily fall in between him and God,
removed : God is not uncouth to him, nor asa ftran-
-ger, keeping up himfelf from him, or frowning on him ;
-but the man-is admitted to ¢ come even to his feat,”” as
- Fob xxii. 3, Of the want of this doth Job complain,
~ chap. xxiii. 8, g, whillt he faith, “I go forward, back-
ward, to the right and left hand, and I find him not.”
“The firft fort of accefs is common 1o all believers': they
are brought near by the blood of the covenant, and are
no more far off, as the deadly enmity between God
and them is removed : but accefs in the other fenfe is
difpenfed more according to the Lord’s abfolute fove-
-reigaty and pleafure, and itis left in the power of believ-
ers to obftru&t it unto themfelves, until i pleafe the
- Lord mercifully and freely to grant it unto them again ;
fo it is up anddown, and there needs be no queftion as
-10 a man’s ftate about it. , .
"~ Fifthly. There is a thing called liberty before God ;
and this properly is freedom, or free fpeaking unto God.
- Many do much queftion their ftate, becaufe of the want
of this now and then, fince the fcripture hath faid—
- é§ Where the {pirit is, there is liberty ;> but they do un-
juftly confine that liberty. fpoken of there unto this free
{peaking before God. I grant, where the fpirit of the
Lord doth favingly difcover God’s will in the fcriptures
to-a man, there is liberty irom any obligatioa to the ce-
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remonial law, n‘rom the condemning power of the
moral law, and from much of that grofs darknefs and
ignorance which is on matural hearts as a vail hiding
Chrift in the gofpel from them. I grant alfo, that fome-
times even this liberty, which is a free communing with .
God, and ¢ ordering of our caufe before him, and fil-
of our mouth with arguments,” is granted tothe god-
lvﬁ)ut not as liberty taken in the former fenfes. Altho’
the Lord hath obliged himfelf ta « pour out the {pirit of
prayer upon all the houfe of David” in fome meafure,
yet this communication of the fpirit, which we call liber-
* by or free fpeaking unto God, dependeth much on the
Lord’s abfolute pleafure, when, and in what meafure to
allow it. This liberty, which we call freedom or free-
fpeaking with God in prayer, is fometimes much ab-
frafted from any great confidence in the time of pray-
er, at leaft, until it draw towards the clofe of it; it ftand-
eth much in a vxvacuy of the underftanding to take up
the cafe which a man isto fpeak before God, fo as he
can order his caufe : and next, there be words, or ver-
tal expreflions, elegant, {uitable, and very emphatical,
or powerful and pithy. There is allo joined a fervency
.of {pirit in prayer, whereof the fcripture fpeaketh; the
foul is hot and bended, and very intent. There is alfo
ordinarily in this hberty a fpecial melting of the heart
often joined with a great meafure of the ¢ {pirit of grace
and {upplication.”  So the foul 18 poured out before
God asfor a firft-born.  Such isthe tiberty which many
faints get before God, whilfty, in much brokennefs of
beart and fervency of {pirit, they are admitted to fpeak
their mind fully to God, as a living God, poticing (at
leaft) their prayer. Sometimes this hberty is joined
with canfidence, and then it is not only a free, but alfo
a bold, fpeaking before God. It is that « boldnefs with
conﬁdcnce, in whom we have boldnefs and accefs with
~ confidence, by the faith of him. This is more rarely
imparted unto men than the former, yet it is ordinary z
it hath in it, befide what we fpake before, fome influence
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of the fpirit upon faith, making it put out fome vigorous
afting in prayer. There is a fweet mournful frame of
fpirit, by which a man poureth out his hecart in God’s
bofom, and, with fome confidence ofhis favor and good
will, pleadeth his caufe before him as aliving God ; and
this is all the fenfible prefence that many faints do attain
unto, There is no ground of doubt concerning a man’s
ftate in the point of liberty before God, in this laft fenfe,
becaufe there is nothing effential to ths making up of a’
- gracious ftate here ; fome have it, fome want it, fome
have it at fome times, and pot at other times, fo that it
is much up and down ; yet I may fay, gracious men
may da much, by a very ordinary influence, contribu.-
ting towards the attaining and retaining, or keepm of
fuch a frame of fpirit..

Sixthly. There is a thing called influence, or breath-
ing of the fpirit. ~ This gracious .influence (for of fuch
only do I now {peak) is either ordinary ; and this is the
operations of the Holy Spirit on the foul, and the habits
of grace there, whereby they are fill kcpt alive, and in
fome exercife and ating, although not very difcernible.
“This influence, I conceive, doth always attend believers,
and is that ¢ keepmg and watering night and day, and
cvery moment,” promifed : or, this influence is more
fingular and fpecial, and is that fame to a gracious, al-
though a withered foul, as the ¢ wind and breath to the:
dry bones,” putting them in good cafe, and ¢ as the dew
or rain to the grafs,” or newly mown field and parched
ground : Such influence is meant, by the ¢ blowing of
the fouth-wind, making the fpices to flow out.” When
the {pirit moveth thus, there is-an edge put upon the gra-
ces of God in the foul, and they are made to att more
vigoroufly. This is the & cnlarging of the heart,” by
which a ¢ man doth run in the ways of God :” This in-
fluence is more difcernible than the former, and not fo
ordinarily communicated. Alfo here, fometimes the
wind bloweth ‘more upon one grace, and fometimes
more difcernibly upon another, and aften upon many
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of the graces together.; and, according to the leffer or
greater meafure of this influence, the foul atteth more or
1éfs vigoroufly towards God : and fince faith is a crea-
ted grace in the foul, this influence of the fpirit is upon
it, fometimes lefs, fometimes more, and accordingly is
the affurance of faith, fmall or great.

Seventhly. There is the hearing of grayer, often fpeo-
ken of in {cripture ; and many vex themfelves about it,
alledging that they know nothing of it experimentally.—
I grant, there is a favorable hearing of prayer ; but we
muft remember it istwofold.  Either (1.) Itis fuch asa
man is fimply to believe by way of argument on fcrip-
tural grounds : as if 1 be fled unto Chrift, and do ap-
proach unto God in him, pray according to his will, not
regarding iniquity in my heart, exercifing faith about the
thing I pray for abfolutely or conditionally, according
to the nature of the thing and promifes concerning it ; 1
am obliged to believe that God heareth my prayer, and
will give what is good, according to thefe fcriptures—
¢ Whatfoever ye afk in my name, I will doit.” ¢ This
1s our confidence, that whatfoever we afk according to
his will, he heareth us.” ¢ Believe that ye receive, and
ye thall bave what ye defire.” ¢ If I regard iniquity in
my heart, the Lord will not hear :* then if I regard not
inmquity, I may believe that he doth hear me. Or, (2.)
‘A man doth fenfibly perceive that God heareth his pray-
er ; it is made out to his heart, without any fyllogiftical
deduttion. Sucha hearing of prayer got Hannah--
¢ Her countenance was no more fad."” Surely the
Lord did breathe upon her faith, and made her believe
that fhe was heard: fhe eould not make it out by any
argument ; for the had not grounds whereupon to build
the premifes of the argument, according to fcripture, in

~ the particular : God did ftamp it fome way upon her
heart fenfibly, and fo made her believe it. This is but
rarely granted, efpecially in cafes_clearly deducible in
{cripture ; therefore people are much to be fatisfied in
exercifing their faith about the other, and ought to leave

-
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itto God to give of this latter what he pleafeth. A man’s
gracious ftate fthould not be brought upon debate upon
the account of fuch hearing of prayer.

Eighthly. There is affurance of God's favor by the
vitnefling of our own {pirits ; which affurance is dedu-
ced by way of argument f{yllogiftically thus : Whofo-
ever believeth on Chrift fhall never perith : but I do be-
lieve on Chrift; therefore I fhallnever perith. Whofo
bath refpeét unto all God’s commandments fhall never-
be athamed : but I have refpeét unto all his commands ;-
therefore, I fhall never be athamed. _I fay, by reafon-
ing thus, and comparing fpiritual things, a man may at-
tain unto a good certainty of his gracious ftate. < Itis
fuppofed, ¢ That by loving the brethren in deed and
in truth, we may affure our hearts before God—And
that a man may rejoice upon the teftimony of a good
confcience. A man may have confidencetowards God,
if his heart do not condemn him”—W e may then attain
unto fome aflurance, although not full affurance, by the
witnefs of our own fpirits. I do not deny, that in this
vitneffing of our fpirits towards affurance there is fome
concurrence of the {pirit of God : but, I conceive, there
needeth but a very ordinary influence, without which
we can do nothing. Now, this affurance, fuch as it
is,' may be reached by intelligent believers, who keep a
ggod. confcience in their walk. So, I hope, there needs

no debate about it, as (o aman’s gracious ftate; for
ifaman will clear himfelf of heart condemnings, he
will fpeedily reach this aflurance.

Ninthly, There is a ¢ witnefling of God’s fpirit,” men-
tioned ¢“bearing witnefs with our fpirit,that we are the chil-
dren of God.” This operation of the Spirit is beft under-
food,if we produce any fyllogifm by which our fpirit doth
witnefs our fonfhip; asfor example, Whofoever loveth
the brethren is paffed from death to life, and confequent-
ly isin Chrift : but I love the brethren ; therefore I am
paffed from death to life. Here, there is a threefold
operation of the fpirit, or three operations rather : The'
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firft is a beam of divine light upon the firft propofition,
perfuading the divine authority of it, as the word of
God. = The fpirit of the Lord muft witnefs the divinity
of the fcripture, and that it is the infallible word of God,
far beyond all other arguments that can be ufed for it.
The fecond operation is a glorious beam of light from
the fpirit, fhining upon the fecond propofition, and fo
upon his own graces in the foul, difcovering them to be
true graces, and fuch as the (crxpture calleth fo. Thus
we are faid to ¢ know by his fpirit the things that are
freely given unto.us of God.” The third operation is
in order to the third propofition of the argument, or
the conclufion, and this I conceive to be nothing elfe
~ but an influence upon faith, firengthening it to draw a
conclufion of full afforance upon the aforefaid premifes.

Now, (with fubmiffion unto others, who have great-

" erlightin the fcripture, and more experience of thefe

precious communications) 1 do conceive the witnefs
of the {pirit, or witnefling of it, which is mentioned Rom.
viii. 16. ¢ The fpirit itfelf beareth witnefs with our fpi-
rit that we are the children of God,” is not that firft ope-
ration upon the firft propofition ; for that opera-

,tion is that teftimony of the {pirit by which he beareth
witnefs to the divinity of the whole {cripture, and affert-
eth the divine authority of it unto the fouls of gracious
men: and fuch an operation may be upon a truth of
feripture, which doth not relate to a man’s fonthip or
intereft in Chrift atall. Thbe {pirit may fo fhine upon
any trath, relating to duty, ‘or any other fundamental
truth, . perfuadmg the divinity of it upon and unto the
foul, and fpeak nothing relating to a man’s intereft in
Chrift.  Neither is the third operation of the fpirit by
which he makes faith boldly draw the conclufion, this
witnefling of the Ipiit ; for that operation is nothing
elfe but an influence upon faith, bringing it out to full
affurance: but that whereupon this full affurance is
drawn or put out is fomewhat deponed and witnefled al-
ready ; therefore I conceive Lbe fecond operation of the

~,
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fpirit upon the fecond propofition, and foupon thofe gra:
ces, inthe man, is that witnefs of God’s fpirit, that beam

" of divine light fhining upon thofe graces, whereby they
are made very confpicuous tothe underftanding. That
is the witnefs, the fhining o on them is his witneffing :
for only here, in this propofition and this operation,
doth the fpirit of God prove a co-witnefs with our {pi-
vit: for the main thing wherein the witnefs of our {pirit
lyeth is in the fecond propofition, and fo the fpirit of
God-witnefling with our {pirits is alfo in that fame pro-
pofition.  So thefe two witnefles having deponed and
witneffed one and the fame thing, viz. the truth and re-
ality of fuch and fuch graces in the man, with our own
fpirit'or confcience doth depone, according to its know-
Jedge, and the {pirit of the Lord doth certainly affirm and

- witnefs to be fo ; there is a fentence drawn forth, and a
conclufion of the man’s fonfhip by the man’s faith
breathed upon by the fpirit for that effett : and this con-
clufion beareth the full affurance of a man’s fonfhip.—
It may be prefumed, that fome true faints do not partake
of this all their days, as Heb. ii. 14. * And deliver them
who through fear of death were all their lifetime fubjett
to bondage.” ,

Tenthly, 1 {peak with the experience of many faints,
and I hope according to Scripture, if I fay there'is a
communication of the {pirit of God which is let out to
fome of his people fometimes, that is fomewhat befide,
if not beyond, that witnefling of a fonfhip fpoken of be-
fore. It is a glorious divine manifeftation of God unto
the foul, thedding abroad God’s love in the heart. It
is a thing better felt than fpoken of. - It is no audible
voice, but it is a flath of glory filling the foul with God,
as he is life, light, love, and liberty, countervailing that
audible voice, ¢ O man, greatly beloved,” putting a
man in a tran{port with this on his heart, ¢ Itis good to
be here,”” as Mat. xvii 4. It is that which went out from
Chrift to Mary, when he but mentioned her name, ¢ Je-
fus faith unto her, Mary. She turned herfelf, and faith
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unto him, Rabboni, which is to fay, Mafter,” He had
fpoken fome words to her before, and fhe underﬁood
not that it was he : but when he uttereth this one word,
Mary, there was fome admirable divine conveyance
and manifeftation made out unto her heart, by which
fhe was fo fatisfyingly filled, that there was no place for
arguing and difputing whether or no that was Chrift,
and if fhe had any intere® in him. That mamfeﬁauon )
made faith to itfelf, and did purchafe credit and truft to
~itfelf, and was cquivalent with ¢ Thus faith the Lord.””
This is fuch a glance of glory that it may in the higheft
fenfe be called, the earnefl or firft-fruits of the inheri- -
tance, for it is a felt armful of the holy God, almoft
wholly conforming the man unto his likenefs, fo fwal-
lowing him yp, that he forgetteth all things except the
prefent manifeftation. O how glorious is this manifef-
tation of the fpirit! faith bhere rifeth to fo full an affu-
rance, that it refolveth wholiy inio fenfible embrace-
ments of God. This is the thing which doth beft de-
ferve the title of fenfible prefence, and, it is like, is not
given unto all believers, fome whereof are all their days
under bondage, and in fear ; but here, ¢ love, almoft
perfefl, cafteth out fear. This is fo abfolutely Jet out
upon the Mafter’s pleafure, and fo tranfient and paﬂing,
or quickly gone, when it is, that no man may bring his
gracious ftate upon debate for want of it.

Elzventhly, There is a thing we call peace, about
which many do vex themfelves This peace is either
concerning a man’s ftate, that he is reconciled unto God
by Jefus Chrift, or it is concerning his prefent cafe and
condition, that he is walking fo as approven of God, at
leaft, fo fat as there is no quarrel or controverfy be-
tween God and him threatening a firoke. Both of thefe
are either fuch in the court of fcripture, and confequcm-v
Jy in God’s account ; or in the court of a man’s own
conicience. Peace concerning a man’s {tate, as being
in Chrift, is {ure in the court of fcripture and of heaves,
when a man doth by faith clofe with Chrift and the new
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covenant. ¢ Being juftified by faith, we have peéce\
with God.” It being fure and folid in the court of
feripture, it fhould hold fure in the court of a man's
confcience, it being nghtly informed ; for inthat cafe it
flill fpeaks according to fcripture : but, becaufe dften
the confcience is mifinformed and in the dark, therefore
there is often peace concerning a man’s ftate according
to fcripture, whilft his confcience doth threaten the
contrary, and doth flill condemn, and refufeth to afloil
the man, as being reconciled unto God through Chrift.

In this cafe the confcience muft be informed, and the
man’s gracious ftate made out by the marks of grace, as
we fhewed before ; and here the witnefs of my own fpi-
rit will do much to allay the cry of the confcience ; and
if the fpirit of the Lord join his witnefs and teftimony,
the confcience is perfectly fatisfied, and proclaimeth

‘peace ty the man.

The other peace concerning a man’s prefent cafe or
condition, viz. that it is approven of God in a gofpel-
fenfe, it may be wanting, and juftly wanting, although
the peace concemmg a man’s ftate be fure. This peace
concerning a man’s cafe and condition is either fuch in
the court of {cripture ; and this is when a man is not
regarding iniquity, and refpefling the commands of God .
without exception :- then the fcripture {aith, he ftands in
an even'place, and he needeth fear no ﬁated quarrel be-
tween God and him in order to a temporary ftroke ; and

- when it 'is thus, his confcience fthould alfo affoil him that

fame way, and would do fo, if it wererightly informed :.
but becaufe the confcience is often in the dark, therefore
» man may be alarmed with evil in the court of confci-
ence, as if he were juftly to expett a firoke from God =~
becaufe of his fin, and {ome quarrel God hath at bim,

- although he intend falvation for him. This is enough to

keep a man. in difquiet, and to inhibit him the rejoicing

"allowed unto him, whilft he is walking in his integrity :

thereforc 2 man muft here alfo inform his confcxence,
and receive no accufations nor condemnings from it, un-

i
I
3
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lefs it make them clear by fcripture. At that bar let eve-
ry man ftand, both concerning his ftate and his condition
or cafe : and let him appeal from all other courts to
that, and not receive any indi€tment but conform to the
truth of God, by which the confciefice is to proceed in
all things. And if this were well looked unto, there
would not be fo many groundlefs fufpicions amongft the
Lord’s people, either concerning their ftate or their cone
dition, upon every thought which entereth their mind.
Twelfthly, There is the joy of the Holy Ghoft : and
this is when the {pirit doth breathe upon our rejoicing in
God, (which is a grace very little in exercife with many)
and maketh it fet out fenfibly and vigoroufly ; and he
exciteth and ftirreth the paffion of joy and of delight in
the foul, fo as there is an ¢ unfpeakable and glorious
joy in foul,” in the apprehenfion of God’s friendfhip
and nearnefs unto him. ¢ In whom, though naw ye fee
him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unfpeakable
and full of glory.”  This joy followeth upon peace, and
peace followeth righteoufnefs. ¢ The kingdom of God,
is righteoufnefs, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoft.*”
This joy readily will not fail to be according to the mea~
fure of the alfurance of faith, as 1 Pet. i. 8. ¢ In whom
believing ye rejoice.”  So that the removal of miftakes
about other things will allay doubts concerning this.
Now, becaufe fome of thefe excellent communica-
tions of the {pirit, after they are gone, are brought in

queftion as delufions of Satan ; for vindication of them, -

we fay, that the {pecial operations of God’s {pirit in any
high degree, ufually are communicated to people after
fuch brokennefs of {pirit ; ¢ Make me to hear joy and
gladnefs, that the bones which thou haft broken may re-
Joice :” after fo fingular pains in religious duty ; ¢ And
I fet my face unto the Lord God, to feek by prayer and
fupplication, with fafling, and fackcloth, and alhes.~—
And whiles I was ipeaking, and praying, and confefling
my fin—thc man Gabriel, whom I had feen in the vi.
fion at the beginning, being caufed to fly fwiftly, touch.



-

o SAVING INTEREST IN CHRIST. kel
ed me :* or in time of fuch fuffering for righteoufnefs ;
¢ Reéjoice, in as much as'ye are ‘ﬁattakc‘rs of Chuift’s
fufferings s that when his glory fhall be revealed, ye
may be glad alfo withexceeding joy. If ye be reproach-
ed for the name of Chrift happy are ye ; for the {pirit
of glory and of God refteth upon you:” or if they
break in as the rain that waiteth not for man, then.they
do fo humble and abafe the perfon; ¢ Woe is me, for
I am undone, becaufe I am'a man of unclean lips—for
- mine eyes have feen the King, the Lord of hofts :”” and
there are found fo many evidences of grace in the man.
¢ The Spirit itfelf beareth witnefs with our fpirit, that
we are the children of God :” or thefe thingsdo fo pro-
‘voke unto helinefs, and to have every thing anfwerable
and conform unto thefe manifeftations of God : ¢ Let
every one that nameth the name of Chrift depart from
iniquity.” The perfon under them doth {o loathe all
things befide God’s friendfhip and fellowfhip; ¢ Peter
faid unto Jefus, Leord, it is good for us to be here :”
and thefe things do carry on them fo much authority
and divine fuperfcription, whilft they are in the faul, that
afterwards they may appear f{ufficiently to be fpecial
communications of God, and fingular gracious opera- -
tions of his Spirit, and po delufions of ¢ Satan trans-
-farming himfelf into an angel of light,” nor fuch com-
mon flathes of the fpirit as may admit afterwards irre-
coverable apoftacy from God; ¢ For it'is impoffible
for thofe' who were once enlightened, and have tafted
of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the ho-
ly Ghoft, and have tafted the good word of God, and
the-powers of the world to come ; if they fhall fall a-
way, to renew them again uito repentance.”

Now then to conclude this part of the work that re-
lateth unto trial; I fay to all thefe who complain of the
want of the precious out-letting of the fpirit, 1/, Blefs
God if you want nothing eflential for-making out of a
faving intereft in Chrift. God hath given unto you
Chrift Jefus, the greateft gift he had ; and fince your
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heart is thapen out of him, he w:ll wub him give you
all things that aré good for you in thcn‘ feafon. 2dly, I
do believe, upon a right fearch and trial, aftes you have
“underftood the communications of the Spmt, you are
not fo great a ftranger to maay things as you did fufpet
yourfelf to be. But, 3dly, Remember the promifes
of life and of peace with God are no where in feripture
made unto thefe fpecial things whereof you alledge the
. want : the promifes are made unto faith, followed with.
bholinefs ; and it may be prefumed, that many heirs of
glory do not in this life partake of fome of thefe things,
but are ¢ in bondage all their days through fear of
death,” fo that there fhould be no miftake about thefe
thmgs we may feek after them, but God is free to give
or withhold them.  4¢hly, Many do feek after fuch ma-
nifeftations before they give credit by faith unto- God’s
word. He hath borne record that there is life enough
formen in Chrift Jefus ; and if men would by believ-
ing fet to their feal that God is true, they fhould par-
take of more of thefe excellent things.  5tkly, 1 may fay,
many have not honourable apprehenfions and thoughts
of the Spirit of God, whofe proper work it is to put out -
the forefaid noble operations. 'They do not adore him
as God, but vex, grieve, quench, and refift him ; and
many people complaining of the want of thefe thmgs,
are not at the painsto feek the {pirit in his outgoings, and
few do fet themfelves apart for fuch preeious receipts :
therefore, be at more pains in religion, give more credit
to his word, and eftecem more highly of the fpirit of God
and fo you may find mare of thefe excellent things.
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PART 11.

- HAVING, inthe former part of this treatife, put e-
very man’s ftate to trial, it now remains thatin this fol-
lowing part, we give advice to thofe, who neither can
nor dare lay claimto the marks formerly shentioned.

——h 43 A—

gusstion 11....What j}mll they do who want the marks of
a true and famng intereft in curist already fpoken of,
and neither can mor dare preiend unto them 2

ANsWER....If men mifs in themfelves the marks of a fav-
ing intereft in Chrift, fpoken of before, then it is their
duty and of all that hear this gofpel, perfonally and
heartily to clofe with God’s device of faving finners
by Chrift Jefus, and this fhall fecure their ftate.

Chapter I

Somc Tlungs premifed for the Irgformatwn of thofe. wlw :
. are more Ignorant. '

FOR the better undcrﬁandmg of this we
fhall premife fome things for information of thofe who
are more ignorant, and then {peak more dirctitly to the
- thmg As for the things to be premifed :

~1ft. The Lord did, at the beginning, out of his boun-
ty, make a covenant with man in Adam, and did enable
man to abide in that covenant ; ** God hath made man-
upright ;” but man, by cating of that forbidden fruit,

a’
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' did break that covenant : % They, like Adam, have‘
tranfgrefled the covenant,” and made it void for ever :
¢ By the deeds of the law there fhall no flefh be juftified
" in his fight ;” and involved himfelf into all mifery there-
by : * As by one man fin entered into the world, and
death by fin ; and fo death paffed upon all men, for that
all have ﬁnned »
2dly. The Lord did moft freely, from cverlaﬁmg,
purpofe and intend to fave men another way, viz. by
Chrift Jefus, and the covenant of grace,in which he in-
tended reconcilement with the elet through Chrift Je-
fus, God and man, born of a woman in due time, to
make this agreement effe€tual. And this device of fa-
tisfying his own juftice, and faving of the eleét by Chrift,
he did at firft intimate to our parents in Paradife, where
he faith, ¢ That the Seed of the woman fhall bruife the
Aferpent’s head.” And the Lord hath mn all genctauons
made thisknown to his church. ™ \
3dly. The Lord hath in all ages covenanted to bethe
reconciled God of all thefe, who by their fubjetiion to
his ordinances did profefs their fatisfation with this de-
vice, and oblige themfelves to acquiefce in the fame,
and to feek falvation by Chrift Jefus, as God doth offer
- him in the gofpel ; fo all the people of Ifrael are called -
the Lord’s people, and are faid to avouch him to be their
God, and he doth avouch them to be his people : Yea,
the Lord doth alfo engage himfelf to be the God of the
~feed and children of thofe who do fo fubjeét themfelves
to his ordinances. The covenant is faid to be made be-
tween God and all the people, young and old, prefent
and not prefent that day; and all are appointed to come
under fome feal of that covenant, as was enjoined to
Abraham : Not only was it fo in the Old Teftament,
but it is fo in the New Teftament alfo. The Lord"
makes.offer of him/elf to be our God in Chrift Jefus ; °
and the people profefling their fatisfation in that oﬂer, '
and inteftimony thereof {ubjefling themfelves unto the
ordinances, they are reckoned a covenanted people, and
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are Jomed unto his church in thoufands, receiving a feal
of the covenant, without any further particular previous
trial : ¢ Then Peter f{aid unto them, Repent, and be
baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jefus Chrift,
for the remiffion of fins. Then they that gladly receiv-
ed the word were baptifed ; and the fame day there were
added unto them about thrte thoufand fouls.”

4thly. Many do deal treacheroufly with God in this
covenant ;5 ¢ Neverthelefs, they did flatter him with their
mouth, . and they lied unto him with their tongues ; for
their heart was not - nght with him, neither were they
ftedfaft in his covenant.” And although they profels
their eftimation of Chrift the Saviour, and their heart
fatisfaction with that device of faving finners by him,and
having the image of God reftored by him in them : yet
their_heart is net right with God, and they do content
themfelves with an empty title of bemg in a fealed cove- .
nant with God ; ¢ Abraham is our father,” fay they.
For although the Lord obligeth every man, who pro-
felleth his Tatisfaction with Chrilt Jefus, the devifed ran-
fom, to be cordial and fincere herein : and only to thefe
who are fo doth he make out the {piritual promifes of
the covenant, they only being ¢ privilegéd t& be the
{ons of God who do really receive Chrift,” yet the Lord
doth permit many to profefs their cloﬁng with him in
Chrilt, both in the Old and New Teftament, whilft
their heart is not engaged : and he doth admit them to
~ be members of his church, granting unto them the ufe
of ordinances, and many other external mercies and
privileges denied unto the heathen, who are not in co-
venant with him. :

5thly. Although the greater part of the people do
foolilhly fancy, that they have clofed with God in Chrift
Jefus fincerely and heartily ; or, atleaft, they do, with-
out any ground or ‘varrant, promife a new heart to
themfelves before they depart this life ; yet there be but
very few who do really-and cordially clofe with God in .
Chrift Jefus, as he is offered in the gofpel; and fo

, L :
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there be but very few faved; as is clear, ¢ Strait is the
gate, and narrow is the way which leadeth unto life, and
few there be who find it.” ¢ Many are called, but few
are chofen.” If people would believe this, it might
help to alarm, them. ~ s
6thly. Although none at all do cordially elofe with
* God in Chrift Jefus, and acquiefce inthat ranfom found
-out by God, except only fuach as are elected ; ¢ But the
election hath obtained 1t, and the reft were blinded :”
- and whofe bearts the Lord doth fovereignly determine .
to that blefled choice; % No man can come unto me,
except the Father which hath feat me draw him ;” yet
the Lord hath left it as a duty upon people who hear
this gofpel, to clofe with his offer of falvation through
Chrilt Jefus, as if it were in their power to do it: and
the Lord, through thefe commands and exhortations,
wherein he obligeth men to the thing, doth convey life
and ftrength to the ele@, and doth therein convey the
new heart unto them, which pointeth kindly towards
- this new device of faving finners, and towards Chrift in
his covenant relations ; or, it is the Lord’s mind, in
thefe commands and invitations, to put people on fome
duty, whh which he ufeth to concur for accomplithing
that bufinefs between him and them : fo then, it isa
coming on our part, andyet a drawing on his part, Fokr
Vi. 44 ; itis a drawing on his part, and a running om
‘our part, Cant. i. 4 ; 1t is an approaching on our part,
 and yera ¢ chufing and caufing to approach on his
part,” Pfal.)xv. 4 : it is a believing or receiving on our
part, Fohni. 12, and yet it is given us to believe,’
Phil, 1. 29. '
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. Chapter 11.
SECTION 1I.

What it is to clofe with God's Device qf Javing Sinners by
- Chrift Fefus, and that it is a neceffary Duy.

o ‘HAVI NG premifed thefe thing§,_ I fay
If men mils in themfelves the marks of a faving intereft
in Chrift, {fpdken of in the former part of the treatife ;

then for fecuring their ftate, they are obliged, with all " -

diligence, perfonally and heartily to accept of and clofe
- with God’s device of faving finners by Chrift Jefus, held
out in the gofpel. : ,

In handling of this, we fhall, 1/2 Shew what it is to
aceept of and clofe with that noble invention. 2dly, We
thall fbew that it is the neceffary duty of thofe who would
be in favor with God, and fecure their fouls. gdly,
‘What is previoufly required of thofe who perform this
duty. 4thly, What are the qualifications and proper-
ties of this duty, if rightly managed. g5'hly, What be
the native confequences of it, if it be performed aright.

‘Asfor the firfl, What it is to clofe with God’s device
of faving finners by Chrilt Jefus, held out in the gof-
pel. Here we muft remember, as we fhewed before,
that at firft God willed man to abide ia his favour,
by bolding faft his firft integrity in which he was created;
but man by his tran{greflion loft God’s favour, made
void that covenant of works, and put himfelf in an ut-
ter incapacity to regain the Lord’s friendfhip, which he
had loft by his fin, and to.refcue himfelf from the curfe
and wrath now due to bim for the {fame, or any way to
procure his own falvation : but the Lord freely hath
manifefted another way of repairing man’s loft eftate,
viz. by fending his Son Chrift jefus in the flefh, to fa-
tisfy his juftice for the fins of the elett, and to reftore
- in them his image now defaced, and to bring them unto
glory : and he hath made open proclamation in the
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church, that whoever will lay afide all thoughts-of fav-
ing themfelves by the covenant of works, or inherent
righteoufnefs, and will agree heartily to be faved by
. Chrift Jefus, they fhall be reftoredto a better condition
than formerly man was in, and fhall be faved. So then,
to clofe with God’s device of faving finners by Chrift
Jefus is to quit and forego all thoughts of help of falva-
tion by our own righteoufnefs, and to agree unto this
way which God hath found out ; it is to value and high-
ly efteem of Chrift Jefus as the treafure f{ufficient to en-
‘vich poor man, and with the heart to believe this record,

that there is life enough in him for men; it is to pleafe

this invention, and to acquiefce in it as the only way to
true happinefs ; it is to point towards this mediator, as
God holdeth him out in the gofpel, with defire to lay

‘the firefs of our whole ftate on him.  This is that which-

is called faith or believing, the ¢ receiving of Chrift,”
or * believing on his name.”* Thisis that ¢ believing
on the Lord Jefus Chrift,” commanded unto the jailor
for his fafety ; this agreeth to all the defcriptions of jufti-
fying faith s the fcripture.  This doth anfwer the type
of “ looking to the brazen ferpent lifted up in the Wil
dernefs,” and this is fuppofed 1n all thefe ordinary ac-
tings of faith to which promifes arc annexed in the fcrip-
ture; and will be found in all who have got the new
heart from God, and it will be found in none elfe,

As to the Second thing, viz. That this is the neceffa-
ry duty of all fuch who  would be in favor with God,
- and fecure their fouls; it appcareth thus:

‘1. This clofing with God’s device, or believing in
. Chrift, is commanded every where in Scripture by the

Lord as the condition of the new covenant, giving title -

and right unto all the fpiritual bleffings of the fame ; for
it is, upon the matter, the receiving of Chrift. This is

commanded, whilft God bids men ¢ come and buy',” that.

is, impropriate ail, by clofing with that device ; The
weary are commanded to come unto him thus for their

reft, ¢ This is his commandment, that we thould believe -

—
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on the name of his Son Jefus Chrift ;” this is enough to
prove it a duty incumbent.  But further, it is fuch a du-
ty as only giveth title and right to a fonthip : for enly
" they who receive him are privileged tq be fons,  But as
many as received him, to them gave he power to become
the fonsof God,even to them that b.*.eve en hisname.”"
2dly. Itappeareth to bethe neceffary duty of all thus.
—No lefs than this doth give a meeting unto God, offer-
ing himfelf to be our God in Chrift ; and no lefs than
this doth anfwer our profeflion, as we are in covenant
with him, as mémbers of his vifible church. The Lord
offereth to be our God in Chrift ; if we do not clofe
with the offer, laying afide all thoughts of other ways by
which we may attain to happinels, we give no meeting
to him. He faith, ¢ Thisis my beloved Son,in whom
I am well pleafed ; hear ye him >’ If we clofe not with
the offer, we give no anfwer unto God. Moreover, we
are all ¢ baptifed in the name of the Lord Jefus Chrift,
for the remiffion of fins,” now, unlefs we clofe with Chrift
" as faid is, we falfify that profeflion ; therefore,. fince this
is the thing which doth anfwer God’s offer in the gof-
pel, and maketh good our profeffion as members of his
church, it is a neceflary duty lying upon us.
gdly. Whatfoever a man hath clfe, it he do not thus

clofe with God’s device concerning Chrift fefus, and
do not receive him, it doth not avail, eithef as to the
accepting of his perfon, or of his performances, or as to
the faving of his foul. Men are accepted only in Chrift
the Beloved, Abel and his offcring are accepted by faith';
¢« Without faith it is impoffible to pleafe God ;** and
¢¢ He that believeth not is condemned already, and fhall
not fee life ; but the wrath of God abideth on him.” For
want of this no external title doth avail : ¢ (he children
of the kingdom are caft out,’if this be wanting. The peo-
ple of Ifrasl are like other Heathens, in regard of a grace-
lefs flate, lying open to the wrath of God ; ¢ Behold,
the days come, faith the Lord, that I will punifh all them
which are circumcifed with the uncircumcifed, Egypt, .
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and Judah, and Edom : for all thefe nations are uncir-
cumcifed, and all the houfe of Ifrael are uncircamcifed
in the heart.” If men do not believe that he who was
flain at Jerufalem, who was called Chrift Jefus, and wit-
nefled unto by the prophets, and declared to be the Son
of God by many mighty works; I fay, if men do not
believe that he is the way, and clofe not with him as the
only way, they fhall die in their fins ; “ I {aid therefore
¢ unto you, that ye fhall die in your fins ; for if ye be-
lieve not thatI am he, ye fhall die in your fins.””

- We fay then, it is a moft neceffary duty thus to clofe
with Chrift Jefus, as the bleffed relief.appointed for fin-
ners. Every one who is come to years of underftand-
ing, and heareth this gofpel, is obliged to take to heart
his own loft condition, and God’s gracious offer of
peace and falvation through Chrift Jefus, and fpeedily -
to flee from the wrath to come, by accepting and clofing
‘with this offer, heartily acquiefcing therein as a fatisfying

- way for {aving of poor finners. And, that all may be
the more encouraged to.fet about this duty, when they
hear him praying them to be reconciled unto- him, let

- them remember, that peace and falvation is offered to
the people in univerfal terms, to all without exception ; -
¢ If any man will,”” he fhall be welcome ; Ifany thirft,
although after that which will never profit, yet they fhall
be welcome here, on the condition forefaid ; All are
¢ commanded to believe.” ¢ Thisis his commandment,
that we fhould believe on the name of his Son jefus

Chrift.” The promifes are to all who are externally

“called by the goifpel. God excludes none, if they do
not exclude themfelves ; % The promife is unto you, and
to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as ma-
ny as the Lord our God fhall call.” Sothatif any have

a mgind for the thing, they may come forward, % he will
in no wifc caft them out,” beng * able to fave to the
uttermoft them who come to God through him ;" and
thefe who have long delayed to take this matter to heart

- . had. now the more need to look to it, left what belongs
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to their peace be hid from their eyes. But all thefe
words will not take effe€ with people, until ¢¢ God pour
~ out his {pirit from on high,” to caufe men to approach
unto God in Chnit ; yet we muft ftill prefs men’s duty
upon them, and obteft and charge them by the appear-
ing of the Lord Jefus Chrift, and their reckoning to him
in that day, that they give the Lord no reft, until he fend
out that * fpirit, which he will give to them who afk it,”
and caufe them to know what belongs unto their peace,
and bring them up to their duty.

SECTION 1I.

‘What is previoufly required of thofe that would believe on
© Chrift Fefus. o

WE come now to fpeak of the Third thing, viz.
what is previoufly required of thofe who are to perform
this duty. Men muft not rafhly, inconfiderately, and
ignorantly ruth in upon this matter, faying, they pleafe
that device of faving finners by Chrift, and will acqui-
efce and reft onhim for fafety. Ofien men do deceive
themfelves here, and do imagine that they have done
the thing. We fhall therefore hold out fomethings pre-
requited in a perfon who is to clofe with Chrift Jefus;
which although we offer not as pofitive qualifications,
fitting a man for Chrift that way, ¢ Come—without mo-
ney, and without price ;" yet they are fuch things, as

without them a man cannot knowingly and cordially
- perform the duty of believing on Chrift Jefus.

Befide the common principles which are to be fuppo-
fed in thofe who live under gofpel ordinances : as the
knowledge that men have immortal fouls ; that foul and
body will be united again at the laft day ; that there is a
heaven and hell, one of which will be the everlafting ot
of all men; that the Old and New Teftament is the true
word of God, and the rule of faith and manners ; that
every man is by nature void of the grace of God, and

’
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is an enemy unto God, and an heir of condemnation ;
that reconciliation is only by the Mediator Chrift Jefus;
that faith unites unto him, and is the condition of the new
covenant ; that holinefs is the fruit of true faith, and is
to be ftudied, asthat without which no man fhall fee.
God ; I fay befide thefe things, the knowledge of which
- is neceffary, it is required of him who would believe on
‘Chrift Jefus, firfl, That he take to heart his natural
condition : and here he muft know fome things, and al-
- fo be very ferious about them ; I fay, he muft know
“fome things ; as, ) , : ,
1ff. That as he was born a rebel and -outlaw unto
God, fo he hath by many aétual tranfgreflions difobli-
ged God, and ratified the forfeiture of his favor : yea, a
man fhould know many particular inftances of his re-
bellion on all hands ; asthat heis a liar, Sabbath-break-
er, blafphemer, or the like ; as Paul fpeaketh very par-
ticularly of himfelf afterwards. 2dly, The man muft
know that the wrath of God denounced in fcripture is
ftanding in force againft thofe very fins whereof he is
guilty, and fo, confequently, he is the party undoubted-
ly againft. whom God who cannot lie, hath denounced
war. A man muft know, that when the fcripture faith,
¢¢ Curfed is he that offereth a coryupt thing unto God,”
it fpeaketh againft him for his fuperficial fervice perform-
ed unto God with the outward man, when his heart was
far off. * When the word faith, ¢ The Lord w;}j not
hold him guiltlefs that taketh his name in vain,” the pan
- muft know it fpeaketh againft himfelf, who by ofien
carelefsly profaned that dreadful ¢ Name, before which
all knees fhould bow,” and ¢ which his enemies'do take
in vain.” When the word faith, ¢ Curfed is he that doth
the work ofthe Lord negligently,” the man muft know
that it {fpeaks againft himfelf, who hath irteverently, with
much wandering of heart,and drowline(s, heard the word
preached ; and without fenfe, faith, or underftanding,
hath often prayed before him. When the word faith,
“ Woe be unto him that giveth his neighbor drink, and

r
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. putteth his bottle to him to make him drunk alfo that he
may look on his nakednefs,” the man muft know that
it is {fpoken againft himfelf, who hath gloried in making
his neighbour drunk, and that dreadful wrath is deter-
mined by the Lord againft him, according to that fcrip-
ture. When the word faith, ¢ God will judge unclean
perfons,” and will clofe them out of the ¢ New- Jerufa-

~ lem, and they fhall have their part in the lake which
burneth with fire and brimftone,” the man muft know
that the Scripture {peaketh thefe very words againft him,

he being an unclean perfon ; fo that he is the perfon a-
gainft whom the curfes of the law do direétly ftrike,

3dly. A man muft know that he hath nothing of his
own to procure his peace, and to fet him free of the
bazard under which he lieth : becaufe ¢ all his righte-
oufnefs is as an unclean thing. His prayers, his other
fervice done to God, his alms-deeds, &c. are not pafs-
gilt before God, fince they came not from a right prin~
ciple in his hearty and were not performed in a right

.way, norupon a right account, nor for a right end : his
¢ {acrifices have been an abomination unto God.” _
- 4thly. He muft know, that as he is void of all the fav-
ing graces ofthe {pirit, as the true love of God, thetrue

- fear of his name, godiy forrow for fin, &c. fo particu-
larly, that he wants faith in Chrift, who taketh burden

for all them who believe on him. Unatil a man know

this, he will fiill leave all his debt and burden, without
care or regard any where el{e, before he bring it to the

~ common cautioner. : - o

Now, not only muft a man know thefe things, as I
faud before, but muft alfo very ferioufly take them to
heart; that isto fay, he muft be affeted with thefe things,

" and be in fad earneft about them, as he ufeth to be in

other cafes, wherein he ufeth to be moft ferious ; yea,

he fhould be more in earneft here, than in other cafes,
becaufe it is of greater concernment unto him. This fe-
rioufnefs produceth, - - ‘

* (1.) A taking of falvation to heartmarethan any thing
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elle. . Shall men be obliged to feek firft the kingdom of
God ?’ is there but ““one thing neceflary P’ Shall Paul
count all thmgs lofs and ¢ dung” for this matter ? Is ¢ a
mana lofer gaining all the world, lfhe lofe his foul ?”” Shalt
this bethe only groundof joy, ¢ that men’s names are writ-
ven in the book of life?” And fhall not men,who would be
reckoned ferious, take their foul and falvation more to
heart than any thing elfe ? Surely it cannot fail. Let none
deceive themfclves. - If the hazard of their foul, and
the falvation thercof, and how to be infavour with God
hath not gone nearer to their heart than any thing in
the world befide, it cannot be prefumed, upon juft
grounds, thatthey ever knew fin or God, or the ever-
laftingnefs of his wrath, aright.

(2.) This ferioufnefs breaketh the man's beart, and
fainteth the ftoutncfs of it, and leadeth it out to forrow,
as one doth for a firft-born, Zach. xii. 10. I grant their
forrow will better fuit that fcripture afterwards, when
they apprehend Chrift pierced by their fins,

(3.) It leadeth the man to a felf-loathing. A man'
taking up himfelf fo cannot but loathe him{elf for his a-
bominations, whereby he hath deftroyed himfelf. There
is fomewhat of that fpirit of revenge, which is mention-
ed as a fruit of true-repentance, * This felf-fame thing
that ye forrowed after a godly fort, what carefulnefs it
wrought in you—yea, what revenge!”

(4.) This ferioufnefs doth make the man peremptory
to find relief ; fince it is not in himfelf, he dare not put
off and delay his bufinefs as before :. and this is indeed
required, that he find himfelf fo purfued and put to it,
that he flee for refuge fomewhere: I grant fome have
a higher and fome a lefler degree of this ferioulnels, as
we fhewed in the former part of this treatife: but if
we fpeak of the Lord’s ordinary way of working with
thofe who are come to age, we fay, they muft very fe-
sioufly take their foul’s eftate to heart, defpairing of help
in themfelves, ¢ fince the whole need not a phyfician,
but thofe who are fick. As for the meafure, we plead
only that which probably doth{uppofe that a man wilt
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be induced thereby to tranfaft cordially with Chrift, on
any terms he doth offer him(elf to be clofed with.
The fecond thing pre-required of him who would be-
lieve on Chrift Jefus is, he muft know and take to heart
the way of efcape from God’s wrath : the Spirit muft
convince him of that righteoufnefs. Here a man muft
underftand fomewhat diftin&tly, that God hath devifed
a way ta fave poor loft man by Jefus Chrift, whofe per-
fe€t righteoufnefs hath fatisfied offended juttice, and pro-
cured pardon and everlafting favour to all thofe whom
he perfuadeth, by this gofpel to accept of God’s offer ;
¢ Be it known unto you therefore—that through this
man is preached unto you forgivenefs of fins ; and by
him all that believe are juftified from all things.” ¢ As
many as received him, to them gave he power to become
the {ons of Gad, even to them that believe on his name.”
So that no perfon is excluded, of whatfoever rank or
condition, whatfoever hath been his former way, unlefs
he be guilty of the fin againft the Holy-Ghoft, which is
a malicious hatred and rejeftion of the remedy appoint-
¢d for finners, as we fhall hear : for, all manner of fin,
is forgiven unto thofe who accept of the offer in God’s
way, “ He is able to fave to the uttermoft thofe that
come unto God through him.” '
The third thing pre-required is, A man muft know,
that as God hath not excluded bim from the relief ap-
pointed, fo he is willing to be reconciled unte men thro’
Chrift Jefus, and fo to impropriate that falvation to
themfelves. He net only invites all to come, and wel-
cometh all that come, as we find in the gofpel, and com-
‘mendeth thofe who come as the centurion, Matih. viii.
10. and the woman of Canaan, Matih. xv. 28. and chi-
deth for not coming and cloling with him, ¢ And ye
will not come to me, that ye might have life;’> and con-
demneth for not clofing {o with him, ¢ He that believ-
eth not is condemned ajready ;*’ but alfo hecommandeth
all to believe on Chrif ; . ¢ This is his commandment,
that we fhould believe on the name of ‘his. Son  Jefus

-
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Chrift.”” " So 'as a man is not to queftion the Lord’s

willingnefs to receive men who go to Chrit honeftly,

for God hath abundantly cleared that in fcripture. Un-

lefs that a man know fo much, he will Icarcely dare

to lay his heart open for that noble device of faving fin-

nc? or adventure his own weight and ftrefs upon Chrift
efus.

- The fourth thing pre-required is, The man who would

clofe with Chrift Jefus muft refolve to break all cove-
nants with hell and death: Whatfoever known evil men
are engaged into they muft refolve to forego it ;  for
there is no concord betwgen Chrift and Belial :** The
Lord requireth that they who would expett ¢ him to
~ be for them, fhould not be for another ;» This is far
from evangelic repentance, which I grant doth not pre-
cede a man’s clofing with Chrift by faith : there is little
here beyond a mifregard of thefe things unto which a man
was formerly devoted, and a flighting what he was mad
upon, becaufe he feeth himfelf deftroyed thereby, and
relief now offered; whereupon his heart beginneth to be
more intent than formerly it was. Afer this, when
Chrift is looked upon alone, his worth and beauty doth-
appear, {o as. among all the gods there is none jike unto
him, and he looketh out as a fufficient covering of the
eyes to all who get him : upon which the heart loveth
God's device in the new covenant, and loveth to lay its
weight upon Chrift rather than any other way, bending
towards him ; and fothe man becometh a believer.
- Now, I will not fay that all thefe things, whereof we
have fpoken, arc formally, orderly, and diftin&ly, found
in every perfon beforc he clofe with God in Chrift ; for
the way of the heart with Chrift may be added to % the
four wonderful things,” It is hard to trace the heart in
its tranflation from darknefs to light ; yet we hold out the
moft ordinary and likely way to him who doth afk the
way ; debarring thereby ignorant and fenfelefs perfons
from meddling, and difcharging them to prctend to any
intereft in him whillt they remain fuch.
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SECTION 1IIl.

_The Properties and native Confequences of true Belicving.

THE Fourth thing we propofed to {peak to is, The
properties of this duty, when rightly gone about. I fhall
only hint a few. )

-1ft. Believing on Chrift muft be perfonal; a man him-
felf and in his own proper perfon muft clofe with Chrift
Jefus ; ¢ The juft fhall live by his faith,” This faith,
that it will not {uffice for a man’s fafety and relief, that -
he is in covenant with God as a born member of the
vifible church, by virtue of the parents’ fubjeétion to
God’s ordinances : neither will it {uffice that the perfon

“had the initiating feal of baptifm added, and that he then
virtually engaged to feek falvation by Chrift’s blood, as
“all infants do : neither dothit {uffice that men are come
of believing parents ; their faith will not inftate their
children into a right to the fpiritual bleflings of the co-
venant : neither will it fuffice that parents did in fome
refpect engage for their children, and give them away
unto God ; all thefe thingsdo not avail. The children
of the kingdom and of godly predeceffors are caft out ;
unlefs a man, in his own perfon, put our faith in Chnift
i]hc:fus, and with his own heart pleafe and acquiefce in
hat device of faving finners, he cannot be faved. I
grant, <his faith is' given unto him by Chrift ; but cer-
tain‘it js that it muft be perfonal. v

adly. This duty muft be cordisl and hearty ; ¢ With
the heart man believeth untorighteoufnefs:* A man muft
be fincere, and without guile, in clofing with Chrift, judg-
ing him the only covering of the eyes, not hankering af-
ter another way. The matter muft not {wim:pnly in the
head or underftanding, but it muft be in the heart ; the
man not only muft be perfuaded that Chrift is the way,
but affettionately perfuaded of it, loving and liking the
thing, having complacency in it; {o that ¢jt is all a man’s
defire,” as David {peaketh of the covenant, 1f 2 man be
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cordial and affeftionate in any thing, furely he muft be
fo here in this ¢ one thing that is neceffary.” It muft
not be fimply a fancy in the head, it muft be a heart-
bufinefs, a foul-bufinefs ; yea, not a bufinefs in the outer
court of affetions, but in the flower of affeftions, and
in the innermotft cabinet of the foul, where Chrift is form-
ed. Shall aman be cordial in any thing, and not in this,
which doth comprife all his chief interefts and his ever-
lafting ftate within it ? Shall ¢ the Lord be faid to rejoice
over a man as a bridegroom rejoiceth over his bride ?*
and to ¢ reft in his love with joy ?** and fhall not the
heart of man go out and meet him here ? The heart or
nothing ; love or nothing ; marriage-love, which goeth
from heart to heart ; love of cf;)oufals, or nothing ;—,
¢ My fon, give me thine heart.” ¢ Though I beftow
-all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my
body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me
nothing.” 1 will not fay that there is in all,as foon as
they believe, a prevailing fenfible love, which maketh,
fick ; but there muft be in believing a rational and kind-
ly love, fo well grounded, and deeply engaging, that
¢ many waters cannot quench it. It is ftrong as death,
and jealoufy in it burneth as fire.”
3dly. The third praperty or qualification of believing,
as it goeth out after Chrift it muft be 7ational. Hereby
1 mean, that the man fhould move towards God in
Chrift, in knowledge and underftanding taking up God’s
device of faving finners by Chrift as the fcripture doth
hold it out ; not fancying a Chrift to himf{elf otherwife
than the gofpel fpeaketh of him, nor another way of
relief by him than the word of God holdeth out. There-
fore we find knowledge joined to the covenant between
God and man as a requifite ; * And I will give them
an heart to know me, that I am the Lord ; and they
fhall be my people, and I will be their God.”" ¢ And
they fhall teach no more every man his neighbour, and -
every man his brother, faying, Know the Lord : for
they fhall all know me, from the leaft of them unto the
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greateft of them, faith the Lord.” I mean here alfo,
that a man be in calmnefs of fpirit, and, as it were, in
his cold blood, in clofing with Chrift Jefus; not in a
fit of affettion, which foon evanifheth : ¢ He that re-
ceived 'the feed into ftony places, the fame is be that
~ heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it ;”” nor
in a diftemper through fome outward diftrefs, as the peo-
ple were, * When he flew them, then they fought him
—and proved not ftedfaft in the covenant :™ nor under
a temptation of fome outward temporary intereft, as Si-
mon Magus was when he believed, 4é&s viii. A manmuft
att here rationally as being mafter of himfelf, in fome
meafure able to judge of the good or evil of the thing
as it ftands before mm. . .

‘4thiy. The fourth is faith ; as it goeth out rationally,
fo it goeth out refolutely. The poor difirefled people
in the gofpel did moft relolutely caft themfelves upon
Chrift.. This refolutenefs of {pirit is in ordes to all dif-
ficulties that ly‘in the way ; violence is offered to thefe.
The man whofe heart is a thaping out for Chrift Jefus
cannot fay, ¢ There is a lion in the ftreet.” If he can-
. not-have accefs by the door, he will break through the
roof of the houfe, with thatman, Lute v. 19. Heof-
ten doth not regard that whichthe world calleth difcreion
or prudence, like Zacheus climbing up on a tree to fee
Chrift, when faith was breeding in his bofom, Luke xix.
‘This refolutenefs of {pirit looketh towards what inconve-
niencies may follow, and waveth all thefe ; at leaft, re-
folving over all thefe, like a ¢ wife builder,” who reck-
oneth the expenfe before-hand.” This refolutenefs is
alfo in order to all a man’s idols, .and fuch weights as
would eafily befet him if he did not bend after Chrift o-
ver them all, like that blind man who did caft his gar-
ments from him when Chrift called him. This refolute-
pefs in the foul proccedeth from defperate {elf-recellity
within the man, as it was with the Jailor, A4és xvi. 30,
and from the fovereign command of God, obliging the
man o move towards Chrift ; ¢ This is his command-



96 HOW TO ATTAIN UNTO A i

ment, that we fhould believe on.the name of his Son
Jefus Chrift ;” and from the good report gone abroad
of God, that ¢ he putieth none away that come unto
him through Chrift,” but doth commend fuch as do ad-
venture over the greateft difficulties, as the woman of
Canaan, Mat. xv. 28. But, above all, this refolutenefs
~ doth proceed from the arm of Jeuovan, fecretly and
ftrongly drawing the finner towards Chrift; ¢ No man
can come to me, except the Father, which hath fent me
draw him.” T -
I will not fay, that every one, clofing with Chrift in
the offers of the gofpel, hath all the forefaid thoughts for-
mally in his mind ; yet, upon fearch, it will be found, if
ke be put to it, or put in mind of thefe things, they are
then aloft in the foul. ‘ C
By what is faid, it doth manifeftly appear, that many
in the vifible ‘church had need te 5'0 fomewhat further
for fecuring of their foul, when they come to years of
difcretion, than is found to have been done by them be-
fore, in the covenant between God and the church, fea~
led to them in baptifm. C o o
By what is faid alfo, there is a competent guard upon -
the free grace of God in the gofpel, held out through
Chrift Jefus ; fo as ignorant, fenfelels, profane men,
cannot, with any thadow of reafon, pretend to an inte-
reft init. - It is true, believing in  Chrift, and clofing
~ with him as a perfe@ Saviour, feemeth eafy, and every
godlefs man faith, that he believeth on him : but they de-
‘ceive themfelves, fince their foul hath never cordially,
rationally, and refolutely, gone out after Chrift Jefus,
as we have faid. It may be fome wicked men have
been enlightened, Heb. vi. 4. and have found fome difor-
derly mation in their fear, Felix trembled, A&s xxiv.
25. or in their joy;  He that received the feed into fto-
ny places, the fame-is he that heareth the word, and a-
ron with joy receiveth it,” and ¢ Herod heard Jobn
gladly ;" but not ¢ having engaged their heart in ap-
proashing to God,” have either fiten down in that com.

F]
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mon work, as thelr fan&uary, until the trial came,
% When tribulation or perfecution arileth becaufe of the
word, by and by he is offended: or, “they return
back wnh the dog to their vomit,” from which they had
in {dtme meafure  efcaped by the knowledge ofthe Lord
and Saviour,” ; or they utterly fall away to the hatred
and malicious defpifing and perfecuting of Chrift and
his interefts; ¢ from whence hardly can they be recov-
ered.”  Which things thould provoke men to be ferious
in this great bufinefs.

We come now to {peak to the Fifth thmg propofed,
and that is, What be the native confequences of true
believing, I Ihall reduce what I will fpeak of them to
thefe two, wviz. Union with God, and communion.
Fzr/l, then [ {ay, when a ﬁnner clofeth with Chn{t Jetus
as faid is, there is prefently an admirable union; a ftrange
onenefs, between God and the man. As the hufband

and wife,head and body, roatand branches are not to be
reckoned two but one’; fo Chriff, or God in Chrift,
and the finner clofing with him by faith, are one ; « We
are members of his body, ‘of his flefh, and of his bones,
&c. ¢ He thatj is {o joined unto the Loud isone {pirit.”,
¢« Asthe Father is in the Son, and Chrift in the Father;
fo believers are one in the Father and the Son : they are
one as the Father and the Son are one.  The Father in
Chrift, and Chn{t in believers, that they may be made
perfe& inone” O whata ﬁrange mterwcavmg, and
indiffoluble knot there !

Becaufe of this union betw;xt ‘God and the behever,
(1.) They can never hate one another. Henceforth
the Lord will never hate the believer. ¢ As no man
hateth his own flefh at any time, but cherifheth and
pourifheth it,” fo doth Chrift his people. He may be-
angry, fo asto corre@ and chaftife the man thatis a be-
liever ; but all he doth to him is for his good and ad-
vaptage. ¢ All the Lord’s paths ‘muft be-mercy and.
truth to him.” ¢ All things muft work together for good
to him.” On the other fide, the belxever can never

N
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,hate God malicioufly ; ¢ Hethat is born of God finneth
not.” For the Lord hath rcfolved and ordained things
fo, that his hand thall undoubtedly fo be upon all believ-
ers for good, that they fhall never get leave to hate him,
and be {o plucked out of his band ‘

(2.) Becaufe of this union there is a ftrange fympa-
thy and fellow feeling between God and the believer. .
 The Lord is afflifted with the man’s afflition.” He

~ doth tenderly, carefully, and feafonably refent it, as if
he were affli€ted with it. ¢ He who toucbcth the believ-
er, toucheth the apple of the Lord’s eye.” ' ¢ He is:
touched with the feeling of their infirmities ;”” ¢ and pre-
~ cious inhisfight is their blood.” Ina word what is .done
to them is done unto him; and what is not done unto them
is not done unto him ; *¢ He that receiveth you, receiveth
me.”* In as much as ye have done it unto one of the leaft
of thefe my brethren, ye have done it unto me.~~In as
much as ye dld it not to one of the leaft of thefe, ye did
it not to me.” On the other part, *the zeal of his
houfé fitteth in the heart of the believer; ¢ The Lord’s
reproach” hghteth on the believer. If it go well with
@his affairs, that is the bufinels of his people.  So there is
a frange fympathy between God and believers, all by
virtue of the union between them ; becaufe of which,
men fhould hate every thing which would rival him in
their love or affetlions, and fhould difdain to be flaves
to the creatures, {ince thefe are the fervants of their Lord
and hufband, and their fervants throngh him. What a
hateful thmg for a queen to whore with the fervants of
her prince and hufband ? It is alfo a fhame for a believ-
er to be ¢ afraid of evil tidings,” fince the Lord, with
~ whom he is one, alone ruleth all things, ¢ and doth
whatfoever pleafeth him in heaven and earth.” < Ali
things are your’s,and ye are Chrift’sand Chrift is God’s.”
¢ Surely he fhall not be moved forever, he fhall not be
afraid of evil tidings ; his heart is fixed, trulting in the
Lord, hxs hcart is eltablifhed, he fhall not be afraid.”



SAVING INTEREST IN CHRIST. 99 )

« Qur God is in the heavens, he hath done what(dever
- he pleafed.”

The other great confequences of bchevmg, is an ad-
mirable unparalleled communjon ; by virtue whereof, 1.
The parties themfelves do belong to each other.. The
Lord is the God of his people ; he himfelf, Father,Son,
~and Holy Ghoft, is their God, in all his glorious at-
tributes ; his _]uﬁlcc as well as his mercy ; his wifdom,
power, holinefs, &c. for he becometh the God of his
people, as he often {peaketh in'the covenant. On the
other part the believers are his people, In their very
perfons they ‘are his, as the covenant doth fpeak : ‘the
fhall be his people ; their head, their heart, their han!
&e. whatfoever they are, they are his.

2. By virtue of this communion they have a mutual
intereft in one another’s whole goods and money, in as
far as can be ufeful. All the Lord’s word doth belong
to the behever, threatenings as well as promifes, for their
good ; all his ways, all his works o? all forts, fpecial
commumcatmns, death, devils, even. all thmgs, in fo
far ascan be ufeful; ¢ All things are your’s ; whether
Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or
death or things prefent, or things to come ; all are
your’s, and ye are Chrift’s, and Chrlﬁ is God’s.” On
~ the other fide all which belongeth to the believer is the

Lord’s ; heritage, children, lfe, wife, credit, &c. all
is at his dlfpoﬁng ; if any of thele can be ufeful to him,
the beliéver is to forego them, elfe he falfificth that com-
munion, and declareth himfelf, in fo far, unworthy of
‘Chrift ; < If any man come to me, and hate not his fa-
ther———yea, and his life alfo, he cannot be my difciple.”
3. By virtue of this communion there fhould be much
" homelinefs and familiarity between God and the believer.
The Lord may meddle with any thing which doth belong :
~ to the believer, and do unto him what feemeth good to
him’; and the man is not to mlﬂake, or fay unto God,
¢ What doft thou " except in {o far as concerneth bis
duty : yea, he is Puil to fay in every cafe, Good is

Ik
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the word and Wwill of the Lord.” On the other part,
the believer may, in an humble way, be homely and fa-
~miliar with God in Chrift: he may ¢ come with bold-
nefs to the throne of grace,” and not ufe a number of
“compliments in his addrefles unto God, for ¢ he is no
more a {tranger unto God,” fo that he needs not {peak
unto ‘God as ane who has acquaintance to make every
hour, as'many profeflors do ; and it maketh a huge in-
‘confifténcy in their religion. o
. The believer alfo may lay open all his heart unto God ;°
- ¢ 1 have poured out my foul before the Lord,” and im-
part all his fecrets unto him, and all his temptations,
‘without fear of a miftake. The believer alfo may in-
‘quire into what God doth, in fo far as may concern his
‘own duty, or in fo far as may ward off miftakes of the
Lord's way, and reconcile it with his word ; fo 7ob xiii. .
15. ¢ Though he flay me, yet will I truft in him; but1
will maintain mine own ways before him.” The belie-
'ver is a friend in’ this refpe@, as ¢ knowing what' the
Mafter doth.”  See Gen. xviii. 23, &¢. Fer. xii. 1. Ifa.
Ixii 17, : ‘ : '

The believer alfo may be homely with God, to go in
daily with his failings, and feek repentance, pardon, and
‘peace, through Chrilt’s advocatefhip ; ¢ Him hath God
‘exalted with his right hand, to he a Prince and a Saviour,

- for to give repentance to Ifracl, and forgivenefs of fins.’
< If'any man fin, we have an Advacate with the Father,
Jefus Chrift the righteous.” O how ofien in one day

‘may the believer plead pardon, if he intend not to mock
'God, or to turn graceinto wantonnefs ! The Lord hath
commanded men to ¢ forgive feventy times feven times
“in one day ;" and hath hinted there 1n the parable ¢ of
“a King who took account of his fervants,” how much
‘more the Mafter will forgive, Mat. xviii. 22—28.

The belieyer alfo may be homely to intruft God with

“all 'his outward concernments, for he doth care for thefe
things ; ¢ If God fo clothe the grafs of the field—thall .

"~ he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith ?—

%
o
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Therefore take no thought, faying, What fhall we eat ?

or, What fhall we drink ? or, Wherewithal fhall we be

clothed ? For your heavenly Father knoweth ‘that ye

have need of all thefe things. Cafting all your care up-

on him, for he careth for you.” Yea, the believer may

humbly put God to it, to make him forth-coming for
him in all cafes as ‘befeemeth, and to help bim to fuitable

fruit in every fealon, even grace in time of need.” Yea,

how great things may believers feek from him in Chrift:
- Jefus, both for themfelves and others'! ¢ If we afk any

thing according to his will, he heartheth us. “Whatfoev-

er-ye fhall afk in my name, that will I do. Afk methings

to come concerning my fons; and concerning the work

of my hands command ye me.” It is the fhame and
- great prejudice of his people that they do not improve -
that communion with God more than they do: ‘Chrift
‘may juftly upbraid them, -that they afk-nothing inhis.
mame.” » . '

By what is faid, it doth appear of how great confe-.
-quence this duty of believing 1s, by which a man clofeih
with Chrift Jelus,whom the Father hath fealed, and gi-
‘ven for a covenant to the people. It is fo honorable
~for God, anfwering his very defign, and ferving-his inte-
- xeft in-the whole contrivement and manifeftation of the
gofpel ; and it is fo advantageous to men, that Satanant
an evil heart of unbelief do mightily oppofe it, by mov-
‘ing objettions againft it. 1 fhall hint fome'mott ordinary. -

~.



102 HOW TO ATTAIN UNTO A
- Chapter 1L

Ob]c&wm taken froma Man’s Unworthmefs, and the Hei-
noufuefs of his Sm, anfwgnd :

Ob]c& I AM fo bafc, worthleﬁ;, and weak
of myfelf, that I think it were high prefumption for me
to meddle with Chrift Jefus, or the falvation purchafed
at the rate of his blood.

Anfw. Itis true, all the children of Adam are baf and
naughty before him, ¢ who chargeth his angels with fol-
ly : All nations are lefs than nothing, and vanity before
© bim.” There is fuch a difproportion between God and
‘men, that unlefs he him/elf had devifed that covenant,

and of his own free will had offered fo to tranfaét with
men, it had been high treafon for men or angels to have -
imagined that God fhould have humbled bimfelf, and
become a fervant, and have taken on our nature, and -
have united it by a perfonal union to the blefled God-
head ; and that he fhould have fubjetted himfelf to the
fhameful death of the crofs ; and all this, that men, who
were rebels, thould be reconciled unto God, and be
made eternally happy, by bcmg m his holy company
for ever.
But I fay, all that was his own device and free chmce

- yea, moreaver, if God had not fovercignly commanded

‘men fo tq clofe with him in and through Chrift, 7/a.
v. 1, 2, 3. Mat. xi. 28. 1 Fohn iii. 23. 2 Cor. v. 20.
no man durft have made ufe of that device of his. So
then, although with Abigail I may fay, ¢ Let me be but
a fervant, to wath the feet of the fervants of my lord,
yet, fince he hath in his holy wifdom devifed that way,
- and knoweth how to be richly glorified in it, ¢ Theeyes
of your underftanding being enlightened, that ye may
know—uwhat is the riches of the glory of his inheritance.
in the faints. All mine are thine, and thine are mine,
and I am glorified in them ;” and he hath commanded
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me, as 1 fhall be anfwerable in the great day, to clofe
with him in Chrift, as faid is, I dare not difobey, nor in- -
quire into the reafons of his contrivements and com-
mands, but muft adventure on the bufinefs, as I would
not be found to ¢ fruftrate the grace of God,” and ina
manner difappoint the gofpel, and falfify the ¢ record
which God hath borne of his Son, that there is life e-
nough in him for men,” and fo ¢ make God a liar,”
and add that rebellion to all my former tranfgreffions.

Objeit. 1 am a perfon fingularly finful, beyoad any
I know ; therefore I dare not prefume to go near unto
Chrift _]cfus, or look after that falvation which i is through
his righteoufnefs. |

Anfw, Is your fin beyond the drunkcnnefs and inceft
of Lot ; adultery covered with murder in David ; idol-
atry and horrid apoftacy in Solemon ; idolatry, mur-
der, and witchcraft in Manaffeh ; anger againft God and
his way in Jonah ; forfwearing ‘of Chrift in Peter, after
he was forewarncd and had vowed the contrary ; bloo-
dy perfecution in Paui making the faintsto blafpheme ?
&c. (but woe to him who is emboldened to {in by thefe
inftances recorded in fcripture, and adduced here to the
commendation -of the free and rich grace of God, and
to encourage poor penitent finners to flee unto Chrift) ;
I fay, are your fins beyond thele ? yetall thefe obtain-
ed pardon through Chrift, as the fcripture doth fhew.

Know therefore, that all fins do ly alike level before
the free grace of God, ¢ who loveth freely,” and look-
eth not to lefs or more fin. If the perfon have aheart
to ¢ come unto him through Chrift, then he is able to
fave to the uttermoft :” Yea, it is more provoking be-
fore God not to clofe with Chrift when the offer cometh
to a man than all the reft of bis tranfgreffions are ; for
¢¢ he that believeth not hath made God a har, in that re-
cord he hath borne of life in the Son : And he who doth
not believe, fhall be condemned for not believing on the
Son of God ;” That fhall be the main thing in his ditty ;
fo that much fin cannot excufe a man, if he fcar at
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Chrift, and 1hift his offer ; fince God hath openly de-
clared that ¢ this is a faithful faying, and worthy of alt
.acceptation, Chrift came to fave finners, whereof } am
chief.” Even he who is chief of finners in his own ap-
prehenfion is bound o believe and ¢ accept this faying.”

Qbject. My fins have fome aggravating circumftances

| beyond the fame fins in other perfops, which'doth much

terrify me.

 Anf. Whatcan the aggravations of thy fins be, whlch
are not parallel in the forecited examples ? Is thy fin a-

~ gainft great light ® fo behoved many of thefe we fpake

of before. Was it againft ﬁngu}ar mercies and deliver-

ances ? fo was that of Lot’s and Noah’s drunkennefs.

Was thy fin done with much deliberation ? fo was Da-

vid’s, whilft he wrote the letter againft Uriah. Woas it a-
gaihft or after any fingular manifeftation of Ged 2 fo
was Solomon’s. Wasit by a {mall and defpicable temp-
tation ? fo was that of Jonahand of Peter ; if we con-
fider the heinoufnefs of their tranfgreffion. Haft thou
" reiterated the fin, and committed it over again ? fo did
Lot, fo did Peter, fo did Jehofhaphat in joining with
Ahab and-Jehoram, 1 Kings xxii. 2 Kings iii. Arethere
many grols fins concurring together in thee ? fo were
there in Manaffeh. Haft thou ftood long out in rebel-
lion ? (ihaty as the former, is thy fhame : but) fo did the
¢ thief on the crofs ;” he ftoad it out to the laft galp,

Luke xxiii. 42, 43. I yet ¢ thou haft an ear to hear,”

thou art commanded. to * hear.” Although thou haft
long ¢ fpent thy money for that which is not bread,”
thou haft the greater need now to make hafte, and to flee

for refuge ; and if thou do fo, he thall welcome thee, and ™

“ in no wifc caft thee out,” efpecxallv, fince he hath

uled o prefeription of time in {cripture.  So that all »

thofe aggravations of thy fin will not cnwle thy ftuh-
ingof the Lord’s offer.

Objedt. In all thefeinftances given you have not nam-
ed the pariculars whereof I am guilty ; nor know I

-~ -



_ SAVING INTEREST IN CHRIST. " 108

of fuch things as are in me.
Anfw. It is bard to condefcend upon every particular

tranfgreflion which may vex the confcience ; yea, lef-
{er fins than fome of thofe I have mentioned may huge-
ly difquiet, if the Lord blow the fire. But for thy fa-
tisfaflion, I fhall condefcend upon fome truths of Scrip-
ture, which do reach fins and cafes more univerfally
than any man can do particularly. See Exod. xxxiv.
7. ¢ God pardoneth iniquity, tranfgreffion and fin;”
that is, allmannper of fin. ¢ If a man turn from all his
wickednefs, it thall no more be remembered, or prove
his ruin.” ¢ Him that cometh, he will in no wife caft
out ;" that is, whatfoever be +is fins, or the aggrava-
tions of them. ¢ Whofoever believeth fhall have ever-
‘lafting life :” that is, without exception of any fin, or
any cafe.” - ¢ He is ableto fave to the uttermoft thofe
who come to God through him : no man can fuffici-
ently declare what is God’s wiermofi. ¢ All manner -
of {in and blafphemy fhall be forgiven unto men; that
is, thereis no fort of fin, whereof one inftance fhall not
be forgiven in one perfon or other, ¢ except the fin a-
gainft the Holy Ghoft.” Thefe and the like Scriptures
do carry all forts of fin before them : fo that let thy fins
be what they will, or can be, they may be funk in one
of thefe truths: fo as thy fin can be no excufe to thee
for fhifting the offer of peace and falvation through Chrift
fince * any man who will,” is allowed to ¢ come and
take.” ‘

~ We will not multiply words : the great God of hea-
ven and earth hath fovereignly commanded all who fee
their need of relief to betake themfelves unto Chrift Je-
fus, and to clofe cordially with God’s device of faving
finners by him, laying afide all objettions and excufes, |
as they fhall be an{werable unto him in the day he fhall
judge the quick and the dead, and fhall drive away out
of his prefence all thefe who would dare to fay, theirfins
and condition were fuch as that they durft notadventure |

any.whb ever obtained mercy before God being guilty
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upon Chrift’s perfe& righteoufnefs for their relief, not-
withftanding of the Lord’s own command often inter-
poféd, and in a manner his credit engaged.

Thapter 1v.
Of the Sin againft the Holy Ghoft.

* Objet. A SUSPECT 1 am guilty of the
¢ fin againft the Holy Ghoft,” and fo am incapable of
pardon ; and therefore I need not thiak of believing on
Chrift Jefus for faving of my foul.

Anfw. Although none thould charge this fin on them-
felves, or on others, unlefs they can prove and inftrué&t
the charge according to Chrift’s example, Mat. xii. 25,
26, 32, yet, for fatisfying of the doubt, I fhall, 14,
thew what is not the fin againft the Holy Ghoft, proper-
ly {o called, becaufe there be fome grofs fins which peo-
ple do unwarrantably judge to be this unpardonable fin.
2dly, 1 fhall fhew what is the fin againft the Holy Ghoft..
~ 8dly, I fhall draw fome concluﬁons in anfwer due&ly~
to the objettion.

Asfor the firfl, There be many grofs fins, ‘which al-
though, asall other fins,, they be fins againft the Holy
~ Ghoft, who is God equal and one with the Father and

the Son, and are done againft fome of his operations and -
motions : yet are they not ‘“the fin againft the Holy
Ghoft,” which isthe unpardonable fin. As 1/, Blaf-
phemmg of God under bodily tortures is not that fin ;
for fome faints fell into this, A&s xxvi. 11. “ And I
punithed them oft m every fvnagogue, and compelled
them to blafpheme :* much lefs Nalphcmnw of God in
a fit of diftraction or frenzy; for 2 man is not a free
rational agent at that time: and ¢ he that f{pareth his
people, as a father doth the fon that {erveth him,” ¢ and
pitieth them that fear him, as a father pitieth his chil.
dren,” fo doth he {pare and pity in thefe rovings ; for
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fo would our fathers according to the fleth do, if we
blafphemed them in a fit of diftraltion. Much lefs are
horrid blafphemies againft God darted in upon the foul,
and not allowed there, this unpardonable fin ; for fuch
things were offered to Chrift, Mat iv. and are oftea
caft in upon the faints. .
2dly, The hating of good in athers, whilt I am not
convinced that it is good, but in my light do judge it to
beevil ; yea, the fpeaking againft it, yea, the perfecut-
ing of it in that cafe, is not the fin againft the' Holy
Ghott; for all thefe will be found in Paul before he was
converted, and he obtained mercy, becaufe he did
" thefe things ignorantly.
3dly, Heart-rifing at the thriving of others in the
work and way of God whilft I love it in myfelf; yea,
the rifing of heart againft Providence, which often ex- -
prefleth itfelf againft the creatures neareft qur hand :

. yea, this rifing of heart entertained and maintained,

v (although they be horrid things leading towards that un-
pardonakle fin, yet) are not that fin; for thefc may be
in the faints, proceeding from felf-love, which cannot
endure to bedarkened by another, and praceeding from
fome crofs in their idol under a fit of temptation : the
moft part of all this was in Jonah, chap.iv.

4thly, Not only are not decays in what once was in
the man, and falling into grofs fins againft light after
the receiving of the truth, this unp’ardonablc fin; for
then many. of the faints in {cripture were undone : but
further apoftacy from much of the truth is not that fin ;

. for that was in Solomon, and in the church of Corinth

and Galatia : yea, denying, yea, for{fwearing of the

moft fundamental truth under a great temptation is not
this {in ; for then Peter had been undone.

5thly, As refifting, quenching, grieving, and vexing
of the Spirit of God by many finful ways, are not this
unpardonable fin ; for they are charged with thefe who
are called to repentance in Scripture, and not fhut out
as guilty of this fin; {o neither reiterating {in againft
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the Holy Ghoft, although it leadeth towards it ; for
fuch was Peter’s fin in denying Chrift ; fo was Jehotha-
phat’s fin in joining with Ahab and Jehoram.
. 6thly, Purpofes and effays of felf-murder, and even
- purpofes of murdering godly men, the party being-un-
“der a fad fit of temptation; yea, attual felf-murder,
(akhough probably it often joineth in the iffue with this
unpardonable fin, which ought to make every foul look
upon the very temptation to it with horror and abhor-
rence, yet) is not the fin againft the Holy Ghoft. The
Jailor intended to kill himfelfupon a worfe account than
many poor people do, in the fight and fenfe of God’s
wrath, and of their own fin and corruption; yet that
gai]or obtained pardon, Aés xvi. 27, 34; and Paul,
efore his effe€tual calling, was acceflary unto the mur-
der of many faints, and intended to kill more as himfelf
granteth, A&s xxvi. g, 10, 11, 12.

/Although all thefe are dreadful fins, each of them de-
ferving wrath everlafting, and not being repented of,
bring endlefs vengeance ; efpecially the laft cuts off hope

of relief, for ought can be expetied in an ordinary way ;

- yet none of thefe is the unpardonable fin againft the Ho-
ly Gholt : and fo under any of thefe there is hope to
him that hath an ear to hear the joyful found of the co-
venant. All manner of fuch fin and blafphemy may be
forgiven, as is clear in the Scripture, where thefe things -
are mentioned. . ) ,
As for the fecond thing. Let us fee what the fin againft
the Holy Ghoft is. It is not a fimple a& of tranfgref-
fion, but a complex of many mifchievous things, invol.
ving foul and body ordinarily in guilt. We thus def-
cribe it : ¢ It is a rejefling and oppofing of the chief
gofpel-truth, and way of falvation, made out fingularly
to a man by the fpirit of God, in the truth and good
thereof ; and that avowedly, freely, wilfully, maliciouf-
‘ly, and defpitefully, breeding hopelefs fear.” There be
three places of fcripture which do fpeak moft of this fin,
and thence we will prove every part of this defcription,
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in fo far as may be ufeful to our prefent purpofe ; by
which it will appear that none who have a mind’ for
Chrift need ftumble at what is fpoken of this fin in fcrip-
ture. See Mat. xii. 23-32. Heb. vi. 4, 5, 6. and x.
25—39. ,
1ff. Then, let us confider the obje&t about which this
fin, or finful afting of the man guilty thereof, is conver-
fant, and thatis the chief gofpel-truth and way of falva-
tion ; both which run to one thing. It is the way which
God hath contrived for faving of finners by Jefus Chrift
the promifed Meffiah and Saviour, by whofe death and
righteoufnefs men are to be faved, as he hath held forth
in the ordinances, confirming the fame by many mighty -
works in Scripture tending thereaway. This way of fal-
vation is the obje@. The Pharifees oppofe this, that
Chrift was the Mefliah ; ¢ And all the people faid, Is
not this thé Son of David? ¢ But when the Pharifees
heard it, they faid, ¢ This fellow doth not caft out de-
vils but by Belzebub the prince of the devils.” The
wrong is done againft the Son of God ; ¢ It is impofii-
ble to renew them again unto repentance, feeing they
crucify to themfelves the Son of God afreth, and put
him to an open fhame : and againft the blood of thé
covenant, and the {pirit gracioufly offering to apply thefe
~ things ; ¢ Of how much forer punithment fuppofe ye,
fhall he be thought worthy, who had troden under foot
i Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the co-
WRant, wherewith he was fanétified, an unholy thing,
and hath done defpite unto the fpirit of grace ?*
- 2dly. Inthe defeription, confider the qualification of
this objec. It is fingularly made out to the party by
the fpirit of God, both in the truth and good thereof.
This faith, 1. Fhat there muft be knowledge of the truth
and way of falvation. The Pharifees knew that Chrift
‘was the heir ; ¢ But when they faw the Son, they faid
among themf{elves, This is the heir, eome, let us kill
him.” The party bath knowledge ; * But if we fin wil-
. fully, after that we have received the knowledge of the

s
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truth, there remaineth no more facrifice for fins.” = o.
That knowledge of the thing muft not fwim only in the
head, but there muft be fome half-heart perfuafion of it.
« Chrift knew the Pharifees’ thoughts,” and fo did judge
them, and that the contrary of what they fpake was made
out upon their -heart. There is a tafting which is be-
yond fimple enlightening ; ¢ For it is impoffible for
thofe who wege once enlightened, and have tafted of the
beavenly gift, and have taftéd of the good word of God,
and of the powers of the world to come.”™ Yea, there
is fuch a perfuafion ordinarily as leadeth to a deal of
outward fan&tification ; ¢ Who bath counted the blood
of the covenant, wherewith they were fan&ified, an un-
holy thing.” . 3. This perfuafion muft not only be of
the verity of the thing, but of the good of it : the party
< tafteth the good word of God, and the powers of the
world to come,” and he apprehendeth the thing as eli-
gible. 4. This per{uafion is not made out only by
ftrength of argument, but alfo by an enlightening work
of God’s {pirit, fhining on the truth, and making it con-
{picuous ; therefore is that fin called, ¢ The fin againft
the Holy Ghoft;” The perfons are faid  to bave been
made partakers of the Holy Ghoft,” and * to defpite
unto the {pirit of grace,” who was in the neareft ftep of -
-a gracious operation with them.
3d/y. In this defcription, confider the atting of the
party againft the objett o qualified. It is a reje
and oppofing of it ; which importeth, 1, That men h
once fome way at leaft been in hands with it,or had the
offer of it, as is true of the Pharifees. 2. That they do
rejeft, even with contempt, what they had of it, or in
their offer. The Pharifees deny it, and fpeak difdain-
fully of Chrift, * This fellow doth not caft out devils but_
by Beelzebub the prince of the devils. They fall away,
intending to put Chrift to an open fhame,”” The men
fet themlelves againft it by the {pirit of perfecution, as
* the Pharifees did ftill. They rail againft it ; therefore it
is called ¢ blafphcmy againft the Holv Ghoft,” They
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would ¢ crucify Chrift again,” ifthey could, Heb. vi. 6.
They are adverfaries, Heb. x. 27. , S
_4thly. Confider the properties of this afting. 1. Itis
avowrd, that is, not {eeking to fhelter or hide itfelf. The
Pharifees fpeak againft Chrift publicly, Mat. xii. 24.—
They would have ¢ Chrift brought to an open fhame,”
They forfake the ordinances which favor that way, Heb.
x. 85. and defpife the danger ; for ¢ looking for indig-
nation, they trample that blood ftill.”” 2. The party
atteth freely. 1Itis not from unadvifedncfs, nor from
force or conftraint, but an a&ing of free choice: noth-
ing doth force the Pharifees to fpeak againft and perfe-
cute Chrift. They ¢ crucify to themfelves,” they re-a&t
the murder of their own free accord, and in their own
bofom, none conftraining them, Heb. vi. 6. They fin
of free choice, or, as'the word may be rendered, fpon-
taneoufly, Heb. x. 26. 3. Itisafted wilfully. They are.
fo refolute, they will not be diffuaded by any offer, or
the moft precious means, as is clear in the forefaid ferip-
tures. 4. It is done malicioufly, fo as it proceeds not _
fo much, if at all, from a temptation to pleafure, profi,
or honor. It proceedeth not-from fear, or force, or
from any good end propofed, but out of heart-malice
againft God and Chrift, and the advancementef his glo-
ry and kingdom ; fo that it is of the very nature of Sa-
tan’s fin,who hath an irreconcileable hatred againft God,
and the remedy of fin, becaufe his glory is thereby ad-
vanced. This is a {pecial ingredient in this fin. The
Pharifees are found guilty of heart-malice againft Chrift,
fince they {pake fo againft him, and not againft their
own children cafting out devils; and this is the force of”
Chrift’s argument ; *¢ If I by Belzebub caft out devils,
by whom do your children caft them out ?”” They do
their utmoft * to crucify Chrift agaif, and to bring him’
to an open thame,” They arc adverfaries, like the de-
vil, Heb. x. 27. 5. Itis done defpicefully ; the malice
muft bewray ifelf. The Pharifees muflt proclaim that
Chrift hath correfpondence with devils, Mat. xii. 24 ; he

P
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muft ¢ be put to an open fhame, and-crucified again ;’
they muft ¢ tread under foot that blood, and do defplte
to the fpirit ”* fo that the party had rathcr perith a thou- -
fand times than be in Chrift’s debt for falvation.

The laft thing-in the defcription i is, the ordinary atten-

dant or confequence of this fin ; it breedeth defperate
~and hopele b/ s fear. They fear him whom they hate with
a flavifh, hopelefs fear, fuch as devils have: * A certain
fearful lookmg for of judgmient, and fiery indignation,
which fhall devour the adverfaries.” They know that
. God will put out his power againft them : they tremble:

in the remembrance of it ; and if they could be above
bim, and deftroy him, tbey covet it; and fince they cane
not reach that, they hate with the utmoft of heast-malice,
and do perfecute him, and all that is his, with delpite.

" As for the third thing propofed, viz. the conclufions

to be drawn from what is faid, whereby we will fpeak
direfly to the objeftion. 1. As I hinted before, ﬁnce
the fin againft the Holy Ghoft is fo remarkable, and
may be well known where ‘it is, none fhould charge
themfelves with it unlefs they can prove and inftruét the
charge ; for it is a great wrong done unto God to labor
to perfuade my foul that he will never pardon me : itis
the very way to make me defperate, and to lead me un-
to the unpardonable fin ; therefore, unlefs thou canft and
-dare f{ay that thou doft hate the way which God hath de-
vifed for faving of finners, and dofx refolve to oppofe
the thriving of his kingdom, both with thyfelt and others,
out of malice and defpite againft God, thqu oughteft not
to fufpe&t thyfelf guilty of this fin. 2. Whatfoever thou
‘haft done againft God, if thou doft rue it, and wifh it
‘were undone, thou cannot be guilty of this {in ; for in
it heart-malice and defpite againft ‘God do ftill prevail.
3. If thou art content to be his debtor for pardon, and
would be infinitely obliged unto him for it, then thou
cannot in that cafe be guilty of the fin againft the Holy
Ghott ; for, as we fhewed before, they who are guilty of
it do fo defpite God, that they would not be his debters

 ‘
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for {alvation. 4. Whatfoever thoa haft done, if thou
haft a defire after Jefus Chrift, and doft look with a fore
heart after him, and cannot think of parting with his blefs
fed company forever; or, if thou muft thed with him,
yet doft wifh well to him, and‘all his, thou needeft not
Aufpedt thyfelf to be guilty of this unpardonable fin 3
for there can be no fuch hatred of him in thy bofom as
is neceffarily required to make up that fin. 5. If thou
would be above the reach of that fin, and fecure againft
it forever, then go work up thy heart to pleaf¢ falvation -
by Chrift gefus, and to clofe with God in him, acqui-
efcing in him as the {ufficient ranfom and reft, as we
have been prefling before, ahd yield to him to be faved
in hisway. Do this in good earneft, ‘and thou fhalt be
forever put out of the reach of that ugly thing where-
with Satan doth affright fo many poor feckers of God.

Chapter V.

Objéttions, taken Sfrom want of Power to belicve, and
' Unfruitfulnefs, anfwered.

- 0bjedl. LTHOUGH 1 be not exclud-
ed from the benefit of the new covenant, yet it is notin
my power to believe upon Chrift ; for faith is the gift of
God, and above the ftrength of flefh and blood.

Adifw. Itis true that faving faich by which alone a
man can heartily clofe with God in Chrift, is above our
power, and is the gift of God, as we faid before in the
premifes: yet remember, 1. The Lord hath left it asa
duty upon all who hear this gofpel cordially by faith to
clofe with his offer of falvation through Chrift, as is
clear in the Scripture. And you muft know, that al-
though it be not in our power to perform that duty of
ourfelves, yet the Lord may juftly condemn for not
performing of it, and we are inexcufable ; becaufe at

P
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firft he made man perfeQly able to do whatfoevet he
fhould command. 2. The Lord commanding this
thing, which is above our power, willeth us to be fen-
fible of our inability to do the thing, and would have
us putting it on him to work it in us. He hath prom-
“ifed to give the new heart, and he hath not excluded
"any from the benefit of that promife. 3. The Lord
ufeth, by thefe commands and invitations, and men’s
meditation on the fame, and their fupplication about the'
thing, to convey power unto the foul to perform the
duty. ‘

. Therefore, for anfwer to the objeflion, I do obteft
thee, in the Lord’s name, b lay to heart thefe his com-
mandments and promifes, and meditate on them, and
upon that blefled bufinefs of the new covenant, and
pray unto God, as you can over them, ¢ for he will be
inquired to do thefe things,” and lay thy cold heart to
that device of God exprefled in the Scriptures, and un-
to Chrift Jefus, who is given fora covenant to the peo-
ple, and look to him for life and quickening. Go and
eflay to pleafe that falvation in the way God doth offer
it, and to clofe with, and reft on Chrift for it, as if all
were in thy power ; yet looking to him for the thing, as
knowing that it mu}ﬂ come from bhim ; and if thou do fo,
¢ he who meets thefe who remember him in his ways,”
will not be wanting on his part; and thou fhalt not
have,groundto fay, that thou movedft towards the thing
until thou couldlt do no more for want of {trength, and
fo left it at God’s door : it fhall not fail on his part, if
thou have a mind for the bufinefs ; yea, I may fay, if
by all thou haft ever heard of that matter, thy heart lov-

~ ethit, and defireth to be in hands with it, thou haft it
already performed within thee ; fo that dithculty is paft
‘before thou walt aware of it. '

_0bjedt. Many who have clofed with Chrift Jefus, as
- faid 15, are ftilt complaining of their leannels and fruit-
lefsnefs, which maketh my heart lay the lefs- weight on
that duty of believing. ‘
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Anfw. If thou be convinced that itis a duty to be-
lieve on Chrift, as faid is, you may not' fhift it under
any pretence. - As for. thefe complaints of fome who -
have looked afier him, not admitting every one to be
judge of his own fruit, I f(ay, ,

(1.) Many, by their jealoufies of God’s love, and by
their mifbelief, after they have fo clofed with God, do
obftruét many precious communications, which othcr-
wife would be let out to them ; * And he did not ma- -
ny mighty works there becaufe of their unbelief.”

(2.) Itcannot be that any whole heart is gone out af-
ter Chrift ¢ have found him a wildernefs.” Surely they
. find fomewhatin their fpirit fwaying them towards God
in thefe two great things, viz. how to be found in bim
in that day ; ¢ Yea, doubtlefs, and I countall things
but lofs for the cxccllency of the knowledge of Chrift
Jefus my Lord ; for whom I have fuffered the lofs of
all things, and do count them but dung that I may win
Chrift, and be found in him, not having mine own right-
eoufnefs, which is of the law, but that which is through
the faith of Chrift, the: rxghteoufne& which is of God by.
faith :” and how to be forth coming to his praife in the
land of the living.” ¢ Deal bountifully with thy fer-
vant, that I may live and keep thy word.” ¢ Wiltthou
not deliver my feet from falling, that I may walk before
God in the light of the living ?* They find thefe two
things aloft in the foul, and that is much. Moreover
they fhall, after fearch if they judge aright, find ever
fuch an emptmcla n thc creatures, which abundance of
the creature cannot fill up : all is vanity, only Godcan
fill the empty room in their heart ; and when he but
breatheth a little there is no room for additional comfort,
from creatures. This faith, that God hath captivated
the man, and hath fixed that faving principle in the un-
derhanding and heart, ¢ Who is God but the Lord ?
worfhip him all ye gods.”” Yea, further, thefe whofe
hearts hath clofed with God in Chrift, as faid is, will not
deny that there have been feafonablc preventings. and -
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quickenings now and then when the foul was like to fail ;
¢ For thou preventeft me with the bleffings of thy good-
nefs.”” ¢ When I faid, My foot {lippeth, thy mercy,
O Lord, beld me up. Inthe multitude of my thoughts
within me, thy comforts delight my foul.” Therefore
let nane fay that there is no fruit following, and let none
thift their guty upoa the unjuft and groundlels com-
plaints of atkers, _— S :

Thapter VI
Of Covenanting with God,

) 0bjedt. ALTHOUGH I judge it my duty
to clofe with God’s device in the covenant, I am in the
dark how to manage that duty ; for fometimes God doth.
- offer to. be our God without any mention of Chrift, and.
fometimes faith, that he will betrothe us unto him ; and.
in other places of fcripture we are called to come to
Chrift, and he is the bridegrpom. Again, God fome-
times {peaketh of himfelf as a Father to men, fometimes.
as a Hufband; Chrift is fometimes called the hufband,
and fometimes a brother ; which relations feem incon-
fiftent, and do much put me in. the dark how to appre-

- hend God, when my heart would agree with him, and.

clofe with hyn. ' o '
"Anfw.. It may be very well faid, that men do.come to
God,. or clofe with him, and yet they come to. Chrift and.
clofe with him. They may be faid to come under a -
marriage-relation unto God, and unto Chrift alfo, who.
is hufband, father, brother, &¢.to them ; and there isno.

fuch myftery here as fome do conceive. :

For the better underftanding of it, confider thefe few
things, 1/}, Although God made man perfeét at the be-
-ginning, and put him in fome capacity of tranfafling
with him immediately ;. ¢ God hath-made man upright.”
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¢¢ And the Lord God commanded the man, faying, Of
every tree of the garden thou mayeft freely eat,” &c. yet
man by his fall did put bim{elf at a perfett diftance with
God, and in an utter incapacity ta bargain or deal any.
more with him immediately.

- adly, The Lord did, after Adam’s fall, make manifeft
the new govenant, in whlch he did ﬁgmfy he was con.
tent to tranfa@ with man again in and through a Media-
tor ; and fo did appoint men to come ta him through
Chrift ; ¢ He is able to fave them to the uttermoft that
come uata God by him ;* and to look for acceptation
only in him ; ¢ To the praife of the glory of his grace,
wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved ;” or- -
daining men to hear Chrift, he being the only party in
whom God was well pleafed ; ¢ This is my beloved Son,
“in whom I am well pleafed, hear ye him.”> -

gdly, This matter is {o clear, and fuppofed to be fo
plam in the fcripture, and fo manifeft to all who are un-
der the ardinances, that the Lord doth often fpeak of
- tranfafling with himfelf, not making wmention of the
Mddiator, becaufe it is fuppofed that every ‘oné¢ in the
church knoweth that now there is ne dealing with God,
“except by and through Chrift Jefus the Mediator.

- 4thly, Confider that Chrift Jefus, God- -man, is not on-
1y a fit place for God and men to meet into, and a fit
fpokefman to treat between the parties now at variance,
« God was in Chrift, reconciling the world to himfelf ;”*
but we may fay alfo, he is immediate bridegroom ; and
. fo ‘our clofing or tranfalting with God may be Ju{tly
called, the marriage of the King’s Son, and the elet may
“be called the Lamb’s wife ; Chriff Jefus being, as it
were, the hand which God holdeth out unto men, and on
which they lay hold when they deal with God. And for
through and by Chrift we clofe with God, as our God,

- on whom our foul doth terminate laftly and- ulumalcly
-through Chrift ; % Who by him do believein God that
raifed him from the dead and gave him' glory, that yout
faith aqd hope might be in God.”
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5thly, Confider that the divers relations mentioned
in {cripture are fet down, to fignify the fure and indif-
foluble union and communion between God and his -
people. Whatfoever nearnefs is between head -and
members, root and branches, king and fubjetts, thep-
herd and flock, father and children,” brother and bro-
ther, hufband and wife, &c. all is here ; ¢ And they all
fhall be one, as thou, Father, art in me, and I in theé ;
that they alfo ma{ be one in us : that the warld may -
believe that thou baft fent me. And the glory which
thou gaveft me I have given them ; that they may- be
one, even as we are one. I in them, and thou in me,
that they may be made perfe&t in one, and that the world
may know that thou haft fent me, and haft loved them,
as thou haft loved me. And I have declared unto them "
thy name, and will declare it : that the love whercwith
thou haft loved me may be in thcm, and I in them.”—
So that whatfoever be fpoken in fcripture, people may
be clear, that God calleth them to be reconciled unto
him through Chrift, and doth offer himfelf to be their-
God and hufband in him alone: and men are to accept
God to be their God in Chrift, pleafing that way of re--
. lief for poor man, and to give up themfelves unto God;
in Chrift, ;n whom alone they ¢an be accepted. And
they who clofe with Chrift, they do clofe with God in
him, ¢ who is in Chrift, reconcnlmg the world to him-.
felf.”  And we are not to dip further into the divers re-
lations mentioned in fcripture between God, or Chrift,
and men, than as they may point out union and com-
munion, or ncarnefs with God through Chrift Jefus,and
our advantage thereby.

Thefe things being. clear, we will not muluply words :
but fince to believe on Chrift is the great duty rcquxred
of all that hear this gofpel, we obteft every one, in the
Lord’s name, to whomthe report of this thall come, that
without delay, they take to heart their loft condition in
themlelves ; and that they lay to heart the relief which
God hath provided by Jefus Chrift, whereof he hath
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made a free offer unto all who will be content of the
fame, and to be faved that way ; and that they lay to
hicart, that there és no other way of efcape from the
wrath that is to come, becaufe of which men would be
glad, at the laft day, to runinto a lake of melted lead to
be hid from the face of the Lamb, whom they do here
defpife ; we fay, we obteft all, in the confideration of
thefe things, to work up their hearts to this bufinefs, and
to lay themfelves open for God, and to receive him thro”
Chrift in the offers of the gofpel, acquiefcing in him as
the only defirable and fatisfying good, that fo they may
fecure themfelves. Go fpeedily and fearch for his of-
fers of peace and falvation in the fcripture, and work up -
your heart and foul to clofe with them, and with Chrift
in them, and with God in Chrift ; and do it fo, as you
may have this to fay, that you were ferious, and in earn-
eft, and cordial here, as ever you were in any thing to
your apprehenfion ; and, for ought you know, Chrift
is the choice of your heart, at leaft you neither know -
“nor allow any thing to the contrary ; whereupon your
heart doth appeal unto God to fearch and try if there be "
ought amifs, to retify ity and lead into the right way.

~ Now, this cleaving of the heart unto him, and cafting
itlelf upon him, to be faved in his way, is believing ;
which doth indeed fecure a man from the wrath that is
to come, becaufe now he hath received Chrift, and be-
lieveth on him, and fo fhall not enter into condemna-
tion as faith the fcripture. | : '

Objeit. When I hear what it is to believe on Chrift
Jefus, I think fometimes I have faith ; for I dare fay,
to my apprehenfion, I pleafe the invention of faving
finners by Chrift Jefus ; my heart goeth out after him,
and doth terminate upeon him as a fatisfying weafure ;
and I am glad to accept, God to be my God in him :
but I often do queflion if cver I have done fo, and fo
am, for the moft part, kept hefitating and doubting if I
do believe, or be favingly in covenant with God.

Anfw. Itis ordinary for many, whofe hearts are gone
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out after Chrift in the gofpel, and have received himy, to
bring the fame in queftion again : therefore I fhall ad~
vife one thing, as a notable help to fix the foul in the
maintaining faith and an intereft in God, and that is, that
men not only clofe heartily with God in Chrift, as faid
is, but alfo, that they. ‘¢ exprefsly, explicitly, by word of
mouth, and vive voice, and formally clofe with Chrift
Jefus, and accept God’s offer of falvation through him,
and fo make a covenant with God.” And this, by God’s
blefling, may contribute not a little for eftablifhing them:
concerning their faving intereft in God. :

Before 1 fpeak direflly to this exprefs covenanting
with God, I premife thefe few things. 1/}, I do not
here intend a covenanting with God effentiaily differing
from the covenant between God and the vifible church,
as the Lord-doth hold it out in his revealed will ; neith-
er do I'intend a ¢ovenant differing eflentially from the
tranfafting of the heart with God in Chrift, formerly
fpoken unto : itis that fame covenant; only it differeth
by a fingular circumftance, viz. the formal exprefion
of the thing, which the heart did before pra€life.

e2dly, 1 grant this exprefs covenanting and tranfaling
~with God is not abfolutely neceffary for a man’s falva-
tion ; for if any perfon clofe heartily and fincerely with
God, offering himfelf in Chrift in the gofpel, his foul
and ftate is thereby fecured, according to the fcripture,
akhough he utter not words with his mouth; but this
exprefs verbal covenanting with God is very expedient,
for the better being of a man’s ftate, and his more com-
fortable maintaining of an intereft in Chrift Jelus.

3dly, This exprels covenanting with God by word
of mouth is of no worth without fincere heart clofing
with God in Chrift joined with it : for without that jt is
but a profaning of the Lord’s name, and a mocking of
kim to his face, fo ¢ to draw near unto him ¢ with the
lips, whilff the heart is far away from him.”

4thly, 1 grant, both cordial and verbal tranfalting
with God will not make out a man’s gracious eftate un-

¢
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to him, fo as to put and keep: it above controverfy,
without the joint witnefs of the {pirit, by which we kpow
‘what is freely given unto us of Gad; yet this ex-
plicit way, of tranfafting with - God, joined with that
‘heart clofing with bim in Chrift, contributes much for
clearing up unto a man that there is a fixed bargain he:
- tween Gaod and him, and will do much to ward off him
many groundlefs jealoufies and objetions of an unitable
mind and heart, which ufeth affrontedly to deny this
hour, what it did really att and perform the former
“hour. This explicit covenanting is as an infirument ta-
ken of what paffed between God and the foul, and fo
hath its own advantage for ftrengthening of faith.

As for this exprels covenanting, we fhall 1/, thew,
that it is a very warrantable prattice. 2dly, We fhall
fhew fhortly what is preparatorily required of thofe who
dd fo tranfalt with God. 3dly, How men fhall go a-
bout that duty. 4thly, What fhould follow thereupon.

Asto the Jgr » 1fay,itis a warrantable praflice, and
an incumbent duty, exprefsly and by word to covenant
with God ; which appeareth thus ;

" 1ty In many places of Scripture, if we look to what
they may bear, according to their fcope, and the anal-
ogy-of ,zaith, God bath commanded it, and left it on~
people asa duty ; ¢ One fhall {ay I am the Lord’s.”
< Surely {hall one fay, In the Lord have I righteoufnefs
and ftrength.” ¢ Wilt thou not from this time cry un-
‘to me, My Father thou art the guide of my youth.”
¢ They thall fay, The Lord is ‘'my God.” ¢ Thou
fhalt call me Ifhi:” and in many places elfewhere.
Now, fince God hath fo clearly left it on men in the let-
ter of the word, they may be perfuaded that it is a prac-
tice warranted and allowed by him, and well pleafing
unto him. ) o :

2d, Argument. It is the approven praflice of the

faints in fcripture thus exprefsly to covenant with God,
and they have found much quiet in that duty afterwards.
David did often exprefsly fay unto God, that he was
his God, his portion, and that himfelf was his fervant,
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Thomas will put his. intereft ourof queftion with -it,
¢¢ And Thomas anfwered and faid unto him, My Lord,
and my God.” Yea, I fay, the faints are much quleted
in remembrance of what hath pafled that way between. -
God and them ; 3 “ Whom have I in heaven but thee ?
and there is none upon earth that 1 defire befides thee.
¢ I cried unto thee, O Lord, 1 faid thou art my tefuge '
. and my portion in the land of the living.” We find it
often fo in the book of the Canticles. Now fhall the
chief worchies of God be fo much in a duty, breeding
fo much quiet and fatisfattion to them in many cafes, and
fhall we, under the New-Teftament, unto whom accefs -
is_miniftered abundantly, and who partake of the fap
of the olive; fhall we, I fay, ly behind in this approven
piece of homelinefs with God? Since we ftudy to imi-
tate that cloud of witneffes in other things, as faith, zeal
patience, &c. let us alfo imitate them in this.

8d Argument. The thing about which we move hereis -
a matter of the greateft concernment in all the world :
¢ It is the life of our foul.” Oh! fhall men ftudy to
be exprels, explicit, plain and peremptory, in all their
other great bufinefles, becaufethey are¢ fuch; and fhall
they not much more be peremptory and exprcfs in this,
‘which doth moft concern them ? I wonder that many
not only do not fpeak it with their mouth, but that they
do not {wear and fubfcribe it with their hand and do
not every thing for fecuring of God to. themfelves in
Chrift, and themfelves unto God, which the (cripture
doth warrant, Ifa. xliv. 3.

This alfo may have its own weight, as an argument
to prels this way of covenammg with God, that the bu-
finefs of an intereft in Chrift, and of real and honeft
tranfa&mg with him, isa thmg which, in the cxpcnence
of faints, is moft frequently brought upon debate and in
queition ; therefore men had need, all the ways they can
even by thought, word, and deed, to put.itto a point.

This alfo may have place here for prefling this as a du-
ty, that God is fo formal, exprefs, diftinét,. and legal,

10 fay fo, in all the bu{inefs of man’s fah,auon, viz.
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Chrift muft be a near kinfman, to whom the right of re-
demption doth belong ; he muft be chofen, called, au-
thorifed, and fent; covenants formally drawn between
the Father’ and him, the Father accepting payment and
fatisfem tion, giving formal difcharges, all done clearly
and exprefsly. - Shall the Lord be fo exprefs, plain,
and peremptory in every part of the bufinefs, and fhall
our part of it reft in a confufed thought, and we be as
dumb beafts before him ? If it were a marriage between
man and wife, it would not be judged enough, akhough
there were confent in heart given by the woman, and
known to the man, if fhe did never exprefs fo much by
word, being in a capacity to do fo. Now, this cove-.
nant between God and man is held out in Scripture as a
% marriage between man and wife,” Hofea ii. 19, 20.
g Cor. xi. 2. The whole Song of Solomon {peaketh it.
The Lord ufeth fimilitudes, to fignify unto us what be
intends ; and furely this is a fpecial requifite in marriage
that the wife give an exprefs and explicit confent unto the -
bufinefs: the man faith, * So I take thee to be my
lawful wife, and do oblige myfelf to be a dutiful huf-
band : The woman is obliged on the other part, to ex-
prefs her confent, and to fay, * Even {o I take thee to
be my lawful hufband, and do promife duty and fub-
je€tion.” Itis fo here, the Lord faith, ¢ I do be-
trothe thee unto me in faithfulnefs, and thou fhalt call
. me Ifhi,” that is, my hufband, I wilt be for thee as a
head and hufband, 1f ¢ thou wilt not be for another.” -
The man ought to anfwer, and fay, Amen, fo be -it, -
thou fhalt be my God, my Head and Lord, and I fhall
and will be thine, and not for another ; “ I am my be-_
loved’s, and my beloved ismine.” And fo this inaking
of the covenant with God is called, ¢ A giving of the
hand to him,” as the word is : which doth hint a very
exprefs, formal, explicit, and pofitive bargaining with
God: So then, we conclude it to be an incumbent duty
and a very approven prattice, neceflary for the quieting
of a man’s mind, and his more comfortable being in
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covenant with God, and more fully anfwering God's
condefcendency and offer in that great and primary pro-
mife, ¢ I will be your God, and ye fhall bg my peo-
ple.” : ‘ . -
Not only may and fhould people thus exprefsly “clofe
with God in Chrift for fixing their heart ; but they may-
uypon fome occafions, renew this verbal tranfaction with-
God, efpecially when through temptations, they are
made to queftion if ever they have réally and fincerely
clofed covenant with God. As they are then to put
out new aéls of faith, embracing Chrift as the defirable
portion and treafure, and alfo upon other occafions, fo
it were expedient, efpecially if there remain any doubt
concerning the thing, that by vive voice and exprefs-
word they determine that controverfy, and ¢ fay of thé
Lord, and to him, that heis their refuge and portion.””
~ We find the faints doing o ; and we may imitate them.
Efpecially, L
1/, In the time of great backfliding, people were
wont to renew the covenant with God, and we fhould
de fo alfo. Qur heart thould go out afier Chrift in the
promifes of reconciliation with God : for he is our peace-
* upon all occafions, and our advocate; and we are bound
to apprebend him fo, when we tranfgrefs; ¢ If any man
fin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jefus Chrift:
the righteous ;* and to. exprefs fo.much by word, as the:
. faints did, in their formal renewing of the covenant. -
2dly, When people are in hazard, and difficultics are
prefent or forefeen, then it were good that they thould
fend out their heart after bim, and exprefs their adhering
unto him, fox fecuring their own heart. We find Jothua
. doing fo, when he was to fettle in the land of Canaan,,
in the midft of fnares, Fofb. xxiv. fo. David doth in bhis
ftraits, ¢ In the thadow of thy wings will I make my re-
fuge, until thefe calamities be over-paft.”-
3dly, When men, apprehend God to be at a diftance
from them, and their {oul to be under withering and de-
. cay, then it is fafeft heartily to clofe with Chrift, and em-

’
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brace him by faith for the fecuring of the foul ; and it.
were good to put it out of queftion by the expreflion of
the thing. This isthe ready way to draw fap from Chuift
the root, for recovering of the foul, and for eftablifhing
the heart before him. The fpoufe, in the Song of Solo-.
mon, doth fo, thus aflerting her interefl io him when in
fuch a condition, profeffing and avowing him to be her
beloved, Cant, v. : S
~ 4thly, At the celebration of the. Lord’s Supper men
fhould thus cordially clofe with God in Chrift, and fpeak
and exprefs fo much : for that is a feaft of love ; and
then and there we come under a folemn profeflion of
clofing with God in Chrift perfonally and openly, and
do receive the feal of it. It is therefore befeeming, at .
that time, to bring up both heart and tongue to fecond
and anfwer our profeflion, apprechending God to be our
God, and refigning over ourfelves to be his, and at his
difpofing. ' o
We fhall not confine the Lord’s people to times and
feafons of this duty, the Lord may bind it upon them
at his pleafure ; only there is hazard, that by too fre.
quent exprefs covenanting with Ged, men turntoo for-
mal in it. Thercfore it is not fo fit that people thould
ordinarily at full length renew that explicit tranfattion
with God but rather to declare unto God that they ad-
here unto the covenant made with him, and that th
do maintain and will never revoke nor recal the fame;
and withal, they may hint the fum of it, in laying claim
unto God in Chrift as their own God ; and this they
may do often, even in all their addrefles to God. And,
probably, this is the thing defigned by the faints in their
- fo ordinary praétice in Seripture, whilil they affert their
* intereft in God as their God and portion ; and it is fit
that men, in all their walk, hold their heart at the bufi-
nefs, by heart-cleaving to God in Chrift.”” ¢ The life
welivein the flefh fhould be by faith in the Son of God.”
Asto the fecond thing, viz. what is\preparatorily re-
quired of him who is exprefsly to tranfatt with God here.-
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Befide what we fpake before, as previous to a man’s
clofing with Chrift Jefus, we only add, 1 /&, That he who
would explicitly. bargain with God, mutt know, that to"
do fo is warranted and allowed by God, as we fhewed
~ before. If this be wanting, a man cannot doit in faith,

and fo it will be fin unto him ; ¢ Whatfoever is not of .

faith is fin.” 2dly, The man muft labor to bring up
his heart to the thing, that it do not belie the tongue ; it
will be a great mocking of God fo to ¢ draw near him
with the lips, whilft the heart is far off from him.”

The third thing to be confidered in this exprefs ver-’
bal covenanting with God, is the.way how it is to be
performed and managed. And befide what was faid be-
fore in heart-clofing with Chrift, I add here,

1, The man fheuld do it confidently ; not only be..

lieving that he is about his duty when he doth it ; but
alfo, that God in Chrift Jefus will accept his poor- im-
perfett way of doing this duty : hedoth ¢ accept a man’
according to what he hath, if there be a willing mind,”
a mite is accepted, fince it is ¢ all the poor woman’s
“{ubftance ;”* Yea, if it can be attained, the man fhould
believe that the iffue and confequence of this tranfatting
. fhall prove comfortable, and all fhall be well ; and that
"~ God, whoengageth for all in the covenant, (fince he hath
determined the man to this happy choice), will in fome
meafure make him forthcoming, and will perfect what
concerns him : “ Faithful ‘is he that calleth you, who
alfo will do it ;" If this confidence be wanting, the mat-
ter will be done with much fear and jealoufy, if not
worfe ; and will ftill prove a difquieting bufinefs to the
man.
2dly. It fhould be done holily. Itis called & the ho-
ly covenant,” ¢ The holy thmgs of David.” Here it
were fitting that what is done in this exprefs tranfalling
. with God fhould not be done paffingly; and on the by,
but in fome fpecial addrefs unto God ; the thing fhould
be fpoken unto the Lord; ¢ I cried unto thee, O Lord,
1 faid, Thou art my refuge and my portion.” It is be-

*
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feeming, in fo great a buﬁnefs, that a piece of time were
fet apart for confeffion and fupplication before God ;
yea, alfo the perfon fo tranfafting with God fhould la-
bour to have high apprehenfions of God’s greatnefs and
foverezgnty ; ¢ Thou art great, O Lord God ; for there.
is none like thee, neither is there any God befide thee,”
although he thus humble himfelf to behold things in hea-
ven and earth ; and thefe high and holy thoughts of
him will and fhould be attended with debafing and hum--
bling thoughts ‘of felf, although admitted to this high
digpity ; ¢ Then went King David in, and fat before
the Lord; and he faid, Who am I, O Lord God ! and
what is my houfe, that thou haft. brought me bitherto.”
Itis no fmall thing to be allied unto, and with the great
God of heaven, and his Son Chrift; as David fpeaketh,
when King Saul did offer his daughter unto him, 1 Sam.
xviii. 22. Yea, further, there thould be {pecial guard-
ing and watching, that the heart keep fpiritual in tranf-,
afting with God. There is great reafon for this holy
way of performing the duty-; for men areready to neg-
le€t- themfelves, and to ape the Lord according to
thelr_own fancy, and to turn carnal in the bufinefs,
fince is is a marriage tranfaétion held out in all the ordi-
nary expreflions of love, as in-the Song of Solomon.

The _fourth thing we fhall fpeak a word unto is, What
thould follow upon this exprefs .verbal covenanting
with God. I fay, befide that union and cemmunion
with God in Chrift, following upon believing, if a.man .
cxplxcnly by word tranfaét with God.

1/l. He fhould thenceforth be fingularly carefnl to a-
bide clofe with God in all manner of converfation ; for,
if a man thenceforth do any thing unfuitable, he doth
falfify his word before God, which will ftick much in -
his confcience, and prove a jnarr If a man henceforth
neglett God, and take on him to’ difpofe of himfelf,
fincé he is not his own, and hath opéned his mouth un-
to the Lord, ¢ he makes inquiry after vows, and de-
voureth that which is holy,” .

~



128 HOW TO ATTAIN UNTO A

adly. He who fo tranfaBeth with God thould hold
fiedfaft that determination and conclufion. It is a fhame
for a2 man, whofe heart hath clofed with God, and whofe
mouth hath ratified and confirmed it folemnly before
him, to contradi&l him{elf again, and to admit any thing
to the contrary ; he ought boldly to maintain the thing
againft all deadly. ‘ o

Then let me obteft you, who defire to be eftablithed
in the matter of your intereft in God, that with all con-
veniency, you fet apart a piece of time for prayer be-
fore God, and laboring-to work up your heart to feri-
oufnefs, affetion, and the faith of the duty, to make a
covenant, andto tranfa&t with God by exprefs words,
after this manner. ' .

¢ O Lord, I am aloft and broken creature by nature,
and by innumerable atual tranfgreffions, which I do con-
fefs particularly before thee this day : and although being
born within the vifible church, I was from the womb in
covenant with thee, and had the fame fealed to me in
baptifm ; yet for a long time, 1 have lived without God
in the world, fenfelefs and ignorant of my obligation, by
virtue of that covenant. Thou haft at length difcovered
unto me, and bound upon my heart, my miferable ftate
in myfelf, and haft made manifeft unto my heart the fa-
tisfying relief thou haft provided by Chrift Jefus, offer-
ing the fame freely unto me, upon condition that I
would accept of the fame, and would clofe with thee as
my God in Chrift, warranting and commanding me,up-
onmy utmoft peril, to accept of this offer, and to flee un-
to Chrift Jefus: yea, to my apprehenfion, now thou haft
fovereignly determined my heart, and fhaped it for
Chrift Jefus, leading it out after him in the offers of the
gofpel, caufing me to approach unto the living God, to
clofe fo with him, and to acquiefce in his offer, with-
out any know guile. And that I may come up to that
eftablithment of fpirit in this matter, which fhould be to-
my comfort, and the praile of thy glorious grace ; thefe-
fore, I am here this day to put that matter out of quef-
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tion by exprefs words before thee, according to thy will.
And now I, unworthy as I am, to declare, that I be-
lieve that Chrift Jefus, who was flain at Jerufalem, was
the Son of God, and the Savidur of the world; I do .
believe thatrecord, that there is life eternalfor men in him
and in kim only ; I do thisday in my heart pleafe and ac-
quiefce in that device of faving finners by him,and do in-
truft my {oul unto him; I do accept of reconciliation
with God through him, and do clofe with thee as my
God in him ; I chufe him in all'that he is, and all that
may follow him, and do refign up myfelf, and what 1
am, or have, unto thee; defiring to be divorced from
every thihg hateful unto thee, and that without excep-
tion, or refervation, of any thing confiftent within my
knowledge, or intended reverfion. Here I give the
hand to thee; and do take all things about me witnefles,
that I, whatever I be, or have hitherte been, do accept
-of God’s offer of peace through Chrift : and do makea
fure covenant with thee this day, never to be reverfed;
hoping that thou wilt make all things forth coming, both
on thy part and mine; ferioufly begging; as I defire to’ -
be faved, that my corruptions may be fubdued, and
my neck brought under thy fweet yoke in all things, and
my heart made cheerfully to acquiefce in whatlpever
thou doft unto me, or with me, in order to thefe ends.
Now; glory be unto thee, O Father, who devifed fuch
a falvation, and gave the Son to accomplith it: glory
be to Chrift Jefus, who, at fo dear a rate, did purchafe
thé outletting of that love from the Father’s bofom, and
through whom alone this accefs is granted, and in whom
1 am reconciled unto God, and honourably united un-
to him, and am no more an enemy or ftranger: glory -
to the Holy Ghoft, who did alarm me when I was de-
{troying myfelf, and who did not only convince me of
my hazard; but did allo open my eyes to behold the re-
lief provided in Chrift ; yea, and did perfuade and de-
termine my wild heart to fall in love with Chrift, as the
enriching treafure; and this day doth teach me how ‘to



, . ¢
130 HOW TO ATTAIN UNTO A

covenant with God, and how to impropriate to myfelf
all the fure mercies of David, and bleflings of Abraham
and to fecure to myfelf the favor and friendfhip of God
Yorever. Now, with my foul, heart, head, and whole
man, as I can, I do acquiefce in my choice this day,
henceforth refolving not to be my own, but thine ; and
that the care of whatfoever concerns me fhall be on thee
as my Head and' Lord : protefting humbly, that fail
ings on my part (againft which I refolve, thou knoweft)
fhall not make void this covenant ; for fo haft thou faid
which I intend not to abufe, but fo much the more to
cleave clofe unto thee, and I muft have liberty to re-
new, ratify, and draw extrafts of this tranfation, as
often as fhall be needful. Now, I know thy confent to
this bargain ftands recorded in fcripture, {o as I need
no new fignification ofit ; and I having accepted of thy
offer upon thy own terms, will henceforth wait for what
is good, and for thy falvation in end. Asthou art faith<
ful, pardon whatis amifs in my way of doing the thing, -
and accept me, in my {weet Lord Jefus,in whom I on-
ly defire pardon. And inteftimony hereof, I fetto my
feal that God is true, in declaring him a competent fa-
viour,” o . '

Let people covenant withGod in fewer or more words
as thé Lord fhall difpofe them ; for we -intend no plat«
form of words for any perfon, only it were fitting that
men fhould beforethe Lord acknowledge their loft ftate
" in themfelves, and the relief that is by Chrift; and that
they do declare that they accept of the fame as it is of-
fered in the gofpel, and do thankfully reft fatisfied with
ity intrufting themfelves henceforth wholly unto God,
to be faved in his way, for which they wait according
to his faithfulnefs. '

If men would heartily and fincerely do this, it might
through the Lord’s blefling, help to eftablith them againft
many fears and jealoufies ; and they might date fome
good thing from this day and hour, which might prove
comifortable untg them when they fall in the dark after-
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wards, and even when many failings do ftare them in’
the face, perhaps at the hour of death; ¢ Thefe be the
1laft words of David—Although my houfe be not fo with
God ; yet'he hath ndade with me an everlafting cove-
- nant, orderedin all things and fure; for this is all my

falvation, and all my defire.” It is much if a man can
appeal unto. God, and fay thou knoweft there was a
day and an hour when in fuch a place I did accept of
peace through Chrift, and did deliver up my heartto thee
to. write on it thy whole law without exception ; heaven
and earth are witnefles of it.. ‘ Remember the word
unto thy fervant, upon which thou haft caufed e to
hope.” : ‘ ’ i

Objeét, 1 darenot adventure to fpeak fuch words unto
God, betaufe I find not my heart coming up full length
in affetion and ferioufnefs ; fo I fhould but lie unto
God, in tranfafting fo with him. ’ :
- Anfw. Itisto be regretted that men’s heart doth not,
with much force of defire and affefion, embrace and
welcome that blefled offer and portion.  Yet, for anf
sver to the objeétion, remember, (t.) That in thafe to
whom the Lord giveth the new heart, forming Chrift in
them, the whole heart is not renewed ; there is ¢ fleth
and fpirit lufting againft each other,the one contrary’unto
the other, {o as a man can ncither do the good or evil
he would do” with full force. It is wellif therebe a;
good part of the heart going out after Chrift, defiring to
clofe with him on his own terms. ‘

(2.) That there is ofien a rational love in the heart:
“unto Chrift Jefus, exprefling itfelf by a refpet to his
commandments : ¢ This is the love of God, that we
keep his ‘commandments ; ard his commandments are
not grievous.” When there is not a fenfible prevailing
love which maketh ¢“the foul fick; I'am fick of love ;-
men muft not-always expettto find this. I fay then,al--
though fomewhat in your heart draw back, yet if you
can fay that you are convinced of your broken ftate -
without him, that you want a righteoufnefs to cover
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your guilt, and that you want firength to ﬁand out a-
gaintt fin, or to do what is pleafing before God, and that
you alfo fee fulnefs in him ; in both thefe refpefts, if
. you dare fay, that fomewhat ‘within your heart would be
fain at him upon his own terms, and would have both
righteoufnefs for juftification, and Rrength in order tq
fan&tification ; and that what is within you contradi&t-
ing this is your burden in fome meafure, and your bon-
dage : ifit be fo, ydur heart is brought up a tolerable
length ;" ga on to the bufinefs, and determine the matter
by covenanting with God, and fay w éh your mouth,
46 That you have both rxghteoufnefs and ftrength in the
Lord,” as he hath fworn you fhall do : It is approven
divinity to fay unto God, I believe, when much mifbe-
lief is in me, and the heart divided in the cafe; ¢ Lord,
1 believe, help thou mine unbelief.” Withal, thew un-
to God how matters are in your heart, that fo you may
be without guile before him, concealing nothing from
him ; and put your heart as it is in his hand, to write
hislaw on it, according to the covenant ; for that is the
thing he feeks of men, that they dehver up their heart
to him, that he may ftamp. it with his whole will, without
exception ; and if you can heartily confent unto that,
1udgmg Chrift’s bleod a fufficient ranfom and fatisfation
for man’s tranfgreffion, you may go and exprefsly firike
covenant with God, for your heart and affettion is al-
.ready engaged.
~ Objedt. 1dare not fo covenant wnth God left I break
to him'; yea, 1 perfuade myfelf, that if fach a tempta-
tion dxd offer, fo and fo circumftantiated, I would fall
" before it and fuccumb : therefore, to tranfa& (olwuh
God whilft 1 forefee fuch a thing were but to heighten
my condemnation.

Anfw. (1.) You have already entered covenant thh
Gog, as you are a ‘member of his vifible church ; and
what is how preffed upon you is, but that you more,
heartily, fincerely, particularly, and more exprefsly co-
yenant and tranfatt with hir : you are already oblagcq
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heartily to clofe with Geod in Chrift, and if you do it in
heart, I hope the hazard is no-greater by faying that you
do fo, or have done fo. '

(2.) What willyou do if you fhift hearty tranfaling
with God in Chrift, and do not accept his peace as itis
offered ? You have not a fecond of 1t in the world ; ei-
ther you muft do this or perifh for ever: and if you do.
it with your heart, you may alfo fay it with your tongue.

(3.) If people may fcar at covenanting with God,
becaufe they will afterwards tranfgrefs, then not one man
fhould covenant with God ; for furely every one will
trawfgrefs afterwards, if they live any length of time after
thetranfation : and we know no way like this to fecure .
men-from falling ; for if you covenant honeftly with
him, he engageth, befide the new heart, to put his fear
and law therein, to give his Spirit to caufe you to walk
in his way. And when you covenant with God, you
~ deliver up yourfelf unto him, to be fanétified and made
conform to hiswill. It is rather a giving up of yourfelf
to be led in his way in all things, and kept from every
evil way, than any formal engagement on your part to
keep his way, and to hold (oé from evil : fo that you
“need not fcar at the covenant, the language whereof is,

< Wilt thou not be made clean ?* And all that {hunto
firike covenant with God, do thereby declare that they
defire not to be made clean. .

(4.) Asitisbard for any to fay confidently they will
tranf{grefs, if fuch a temptation did offer, fo and fo cir-
cumfitantiated, becaufe men may think that either God
will keep a temptation out of their way, or not fuffer them
to betempted above what they are able to bear, or give
to them a way of efcape ; ¢ God is our refuge and
firength, a very prefent help in trouble.  There hath no
temptation taken you, but fuch as is common to man ;
but God is faithful, who will not fuffer you to be tempt-
ed above that you are able; but will with the temptation
alfo make a way to efcape, that ye may be able to bear
it.”  So the queftion is not, what I may doafterwards;
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but, what I now refolve to do ? If my heart charge me
prefently with any deceit or refolution to tranfgrefs, I
muft lay afide that deceit before I tranfaét with God ;
but if my heart charge me with no fuch purpofe, yea, I
dare {ay I refolve againft every ttanfgreflion ; and al-
though I think I will fall before-fuch and fuch a tempta-
tion, yet that thought floweth not from any allowed and
approven refalution’to do. fo, but from knowledge of my
own corruption, and of what I have done to provoke
God to-defert me; but the Lord knows I refolve notta
tranfgrefs, nor do I approve any fecret inclination of my: .
heart to fuch a {in, but would reckon it my fingular
mercy to be kept from fin in fuch a cafe ; and I judge
myfelf a wretched man, becaufe of {uch a body of death
within me, which doth threaten to make me tranfgrefs ;
in that cafe, I fay, “my heait doth not condemn me,
therefore may and ought to have confidence before God,”
if this then be the cafe, I fay to thee, although thou
fhouldft afierwards fail many ways, and f{o perbaps draw
upon thyfelf fad temporal ftrokes thereby, and lofe for
a feafon many expreflions of his love ; yet ¢ thereis an
Advocate with the Father to plead thy pardon,” who
hath fatisfied for our breaches; ¢ He we wounded for
our tranfgreflions, he was bruifed for our iniquities ; the
chaftifement of our peace was upon him, and with his
ftripes we are healed. All we like fheep have goneaftray,
we have turned'every one to his own way, and the Lord
hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.”* And for his
fake, God refolveth to hold faft the covenant with men
afier their tranfgreffion; ¢ If his children forfake my
lay, and walk not in my judgments ; if they break my
ftatutes, and keep not my commandments :—Neverthe-
lefs, my loving-kindnefs will I notutterly take from him,
nor fuffer my faithfulnefs to fail ;; my covenant will I
not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my
" lips. Once have I' fworn by my holinefs”—Elfe how
could he befaid “to bethrothe us unto tiimfelf for ever ?”*
And how could the covenant be called ¢ everlafing, -
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ordered in all things and fure,” if there were not ground
of comfort in it, ¢ even wben our houfe is not fo and
fo with God.:

Yea, it were no better than the covenant of works,

" if thefe who enter it with God could fo depart from him’
-again, as to make it void unto themfelves, and to put
themfelves into a worfe condition than they were in be.
fore they made it : * And 1 will make an everlafting co-
venant with them, and I will notturn away from them to
do them good”—compared with Heb. viii. 6. ¢¢ But now
hath he obtained a more excellent miniftry, by how
much more alfo he is the mediator of a better covenant,
which was eftablifhed upon better promifes. ¢ The
Lord hateth putting away.” No honeft heart will fum-.

- ble on this, but will rather be ftrengthened thereby in
duty; Hof. xiv. 4. to the end, ¢ I will heal their back-
fliding, I will love them frecly for mine anger is turn-
ed away from him Who is wife and he fhall under-
ftand thefe things ? Prudent and he fhall know them?
For the ways of the Lord are right, and the juft fhall
walk in them.” For other ties and bonds, befides the
fear of divorce, and punithment by death-to oblige the
ingenuous wife unto duty ; {o here men will ¢ fear the-
Lord and his goodnefs.”

Objedt. I have, at the celebration of the Lord’s Sup-
per, and at fome other occafions, covenanted exprefs-
dy and verbally with God; but my fruitleffnefs in his
ways, and the renewed Jealouﬁcs of my gracious ﬁate,
maketh me queftion if ever I tranfafled with God in
fincerity, and I think I can do it no otherwife than I
have done it.

Anfw. (1.) Men are notto expet fruufulnefs accord-
ing to their defire, nor full affurance of God’s favour’
immediately after they have fled unto Chrift, and ex-
prefsly tranfafled with God in him : thefe thmgs will
keep a man-on work all his days.. The faints had their
failings and fhortcomings, yea, and back{lidings, with
many fits of dangerous mifbelief, after they had very

t
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ferioufly and. ﬁnccrely, and exprefsly ¢lofed thh God;
as their God in Chrift.
2.) Many do look for fruitfulnefs in their walk and
eﬁabhfhment of faith from their own fincerity in tran{-
. alting with God rather than from the {pirit of the Lord
Jefus. They fixed their heartin their own honefiy and
refolutions; and not in the blefled root Chrift Jefus,
without whom we can do nothing; and are vanity alto=

- gether in our beft eftate.” Men {hould remember, that =

one piece of grace cannot produce any degree of grace;
further nothing can work grace but the arm of Jenovan
. and if men could ledn upon Chrift, and covenant with
him as their duty abfolutely, whatfoever may be the
confequence, at leaft, looking only to him for the fuit-
able fruit, ‘it fhould fare better with them. God pleaf-
eth not that men fhould betake themfelves unto Chrift,
~ and covenant with him for a feafon, until, they fee 1f

* fuch fruit and eftablithment fhall follow, purpofing to
difclaim their intereft in him and the covenant, if fuch
and fuch fruit does not appear within fucha length of
time. This is to put the ways of God to trial, and is
very difpleafing unto him." Men muft abfolutely clofe
with Chrift; and covenant with him refolving'to main-
tain thefe thmgs as their duty, and a ready way to reach
fruit, whatfoever fhall follow thereupon; they having a.
teftimony within them, that they ferioufly defign con-
* formity to hisrevealed will in all things; and that they
have clofed covenant with him for the fame end, as
~well as to be faved thereby.

(3.) Men fhould be fparing to bring in queﬁxon thexr
fincerity in tranfatting with God, unlefs they can in-
ftru&t the fame, or have great prefumpuons for it. 1If
you can inftrutt any deccit or guile in your tranfa€ting
with him you are obliged to difclaim and reétify it, and
totranfaft with God honeftly and without guile : ‘bat if
you know nothing of your deceit or guile in the day you
did tranfa&t with lum Yea, if you can {ay, that you
did appcal unto God in that day that you dcalt honeftly
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~ with him, and intended not to deceive ; and did obteft
him, according to his faithfulnefs, to fearch and try if
- there was any crookednels in your way, and to difcover
| it unto you, and heal it ; ¢ Search me, O God, and
know my heart ; try me, and know my thoughts : and
fee if there be any wicked way in me ; and lead me in
' the way everlafting ; and that afterwards you ¢ came to
 the light, that your deeds might be manifeft;” and if you
. can fay, that God’s anfwers from his word to you, in fo
» far as you could underftand, were anfwers of peace, and
.. confirmations of your ﬁncerlty, yea, furtber, lfyou dare .
, fay, that if upon life and death you were again to tranf-
att with him, you can do it no other way, nor intend
more fincerity and ferioufnefs than before 5 then I dare
Afay unto thee, in the Lord’s name, thou ought not to
‘queltion thy {incerity in tranfalting with God, but to
« have confidence before God, fince thy heart doth not
condemn thee ;’ and thou art bound to believe that
% God dealeth uprightly with the upright man, and with
i the pure doth thew himf{elf pure.” If a man intend hon-
' efty, God will not fuffer him to beguile himfelf ; yea,
 the Lord fuffereth no man to deceive himfelf,. unlefs the
man intend to deceive both God and men.
. (4.) Therefore impute your. unfruitfulnels to your
unwatchfulnefs and your mifbelief, and impute your:
want of full affurance unto an evil heart of unbelief, help-
‘ed by Satanto att againft the glorious free grace of God ;
and charge not thefe things upon want of fincerity in
your clofing with Chrift.  And refolve henceforth to a-
bide clofe by the root, and you fhall bring forth more
ruit; and by much fruit you lay yourfelf open to the
witnefs of God’s Spirit, which will teftify with your fpi-
rit that you have fincercly and honeftly clofed with God,
and that the reft ofyour works are wrought in God, and
 approven of him ; and fo the witnefs of the fgmt and
‘the water joining with the blood, whereupon you are to
'lay the weight of your foul and confcience, and where
 alone you areto finkthe curfes of the law due untoyou
S
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for all your fins, and failings in your beft things : thefe
three do agree in one, viz. that this is the way of life and
peace, and that you have interelt thierein, and fo you
come to quietnefs and_ full affurance ; * Abide in me,
and I in you : as the branch cannot bear fruit of itfelf,
except it abide in the vine, no more can yg, except ye
abide in me. I am the vine, ye are ‘the branches ; he
that abideth in me, and I'in him, the fame bringeth forth.
much fruit ; for without me ye can do nothing.” ¢ He
that hath my commandments and keepeth them, be it is
that loveth me, and he that loveth me, thall be loved of
‘my Father, and I will love him, and will manifeft my=
felf to him. Ifa man love me, he wiil kcep my words ;
and my Father will love him, and we will come unto
him, and make our abode with him.” . The Spirit itfelf
bgareth witnefs with our {pirit that we are the children of
God.” ¢ There are three that bear witniefs in earth, the
fpirit, and the water, and the blood ; and thelg three a-
gree in one.’” '

O bielied bargain of the new covenant, and thrice
bleffcd Mediator of the fame'! Let him ride prefperouf.
ly, and fubdue nations and languages, and gather in all
his jewels, that honorable company of the Frit-bom, that
ftately troop ofkings and priells, whofe giory it fhall be
to have wafhed their garments in the blood ofthat fpot=
Jefs Lamb, and whofe happinefs fhall coutinually flour-
ithin followmg him whitherfoever he goeth, and in be-
ing in the immediate company of the Ancient of days,
, one fight of whole face {hall make them in a manner for-
- getthat ever they were inthe earth.  Ohif I could pert
fuade mer to believe that thele things are not yes and
nay, and to make hafte towards him, who haftethto judge
the world, and to cail men to an account, efpecially con-
cerning thexr improvement of this oo‘pel “ Even {o,
come Lord Jefus.”



THE
A

SPIRITUAL STEWARD. "

A

SERMON,

PREACHED

AT THE MEETING OF

THE ASSOCIATE REFORMED SYNOD,

IN THE CITY OF NEW-YORK,

oCTOBER 21, 1802.

BY THE REV. ALEXANDER PROUDTIT,

!
MINISTER OF THE GOSPELy, SALEM,

LANSINGBURGH :
PRINTED BY GARDINER TRACY.

1803,
EXF,



Ounel
"?DW%



PRETFACE.

s

THE following difeourfe, with a very few
additions and alterations, makes its appearance from
the prefs precilely as it was delivered from the pul-
pit. 1t would be vanity the moft inexcufabie in the
Author, to affeét throwing any light on the duties
of the minifierial office, which have been fo fre-
quently-and fo fully difcufled by perfons of matu-
¥er age, of greater éxperience, and whofe fituation
in life opens larger fources of information on this
and every other fubje&. . In the providence of
€od he was.called to preach on that public. occa-
fion ; and at the repeated requeft of fome, whofe
Judgment he ought to refpe&, he ventures the fer-
mon to the world. - The author truftsy that it may
occaﬁonall); ferve at leaft as a monitor. to himfelf,
. and through the bleffing of that fovereign God,
who makes foolifh things to confound the wile, and
weak things to confound the mighty, may not be
altogether wnprofitable to fellow laborers. in the
vineyard of Jehovah.

All who are in the leaft' degree verfed in the
hiftory of the church ; who are acquainted with her

-
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profperities and adverfities, and the caufes which
produced them, muft be imprefled with the unut-
terable importance of her miniftry. On the pru-
dence of the ambaffadors of Jefus, their patience,
their felf-denial, their fervent zeal, their deep ac-
quaintance with the myfteries of the kingdom, and
their holy heroifm in defending them, depend inti-
mately, under God, the- fuccefs and the glory of
chriftianity. - They are in-fcripture emphatically
reprefented urider the emblem of ftars ; and: if they
are obfcured, either by ignorance or error, a gen-
eral “darknefs muft envelope the horizon.of the
church. ‘Natural talents. and human learning are
- little noticed in the following charalter of the gol-
pel fleward ; becaufe howeverimportant thefe quala
ifications are, they are of inferior importance ; they
become ufeful and ornamental, precifely in propor-
tion as they are fan&ified by the fpirit of Jefus, and
confecrated to the fervice of his crofs. If: thofe
who bear the veffels of the Lord be erroneous, the
~ more fuccefsful they are, the more dangerous, by .
rendering others tenfold more the children of dark-
nefs than formerly. If they appear indolent and
indifferent, their example fofters careleflnefs in
their hearers, and tends to lull them deeper and
deeper in the flumbers of perdition. The ordina-
ry Paftor, no lefs than the extraordinary Apoftle,
fhould he poffefs ail knowledge and all myfteries,
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yet, without charity, muft become as founding brafs,
and a tinkling cymbal. Intelle@ual endowments,
unaccompanied by divine grace, like the blazing
comet, may dazzle and aftonifh, while he who en-
dures all things for the ele@’s fake, like the fun
in the firmament, exhilarates and cherithes as he
thines. )

If the prefent difcourfe is made inftrumental,
in imprefling a fingle ambaffador of Jefus with
more becoming conceptions of the importance of
his office, or of awakening one to greater induftry,
* greater importunity in difcharging the duties of
bis office, the author will confider himfelf more
than rewarded ; and would now, and eternally,
afcribe all to the glory of that fovereignty, which
out of the mouth of babes and fucklings has perfetted
ftrength,

SaLem, December 24, 1802






- THE

+ SPIRITUAL STEWARD.

1 CORe Vs 2.t Steevards of the myfieries of God.”

————

THE grace and fovereignty of Jehovah il.
tuftrioufly fhine in our redemption, through the
crofs of Immanuel. It is a manifeftation of grace
the moft marvellous, the moft glorious, that any of
-our family fhould be reftored ; that after our wilful
apoftacy from the government of God, and rebel-
lion againft his crown, we fhould be reinftated in
‘his favor, dignified with the name and diftinguifhed
.with the inheritance of fons. It excites admiration
_in the higheft, that our recovery fhould be accom-
‘plithed by a plan fo peculiar, a {cheme fo coftly, as
the fubflitution and death of his only degotten, eter-
- nally beloved Son. ¢ Herein is love : Not that we
Joved God, but that he loved us, and fent his Son to be
the propitiation for our fins.”

Sovereignty alfo mingles her glories with thofe
~of grace, in every part of this wondrous difpenfa-
tion. While grace difplays her exceeding riches

LN
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in the falvation of any, fovereignty fhines myfteri=
ous and awful in determining the objefls of this
falvation ; in choofing fomé to adoption, to recon-
ciliation, to eternal life ; while others of the fame
nation, of the fame fociety, of the fame family, un-
der the fame opportunities of inftruétion, under the
fame offers of mercy, are utterly pafled by; are
delivered up to blindnefs of mind, hardnefs of heart,
to a reje&tion of Jefus, the only facrifice forin, as
‘a pledge of eternal condemnation hereafter.

Jehovah appears no lefs an adorable fovereign,
in the very inftruments by whom this redemption
is applied to the eleftion of grace. 'Whom does he
ufually raife up and employ for this important pur-
pofe? Does he fafien upon the unfinning angels,
thofe exalted {pirits who bafk in the glories of his
throne, whofe larger capacities qualify them for un.
derftanding more fully, and unfolding more per-
feétly, the myfteries of redemption? No; their'as
poftate tribes are not chofen to be the blefled par-
takers of this falvation ; neither are their unfinning
tribes honored to be inftrumental in applying it.
~ What rank of the human family is ordinarily em-

ployed for promoting the kingdom of Fefus, and
- applying to the fouls of others the reconciliation of
his crofs ? Does the living God raife up fome pre-
ternatural order, perfons. fupcrior to their fellow-
- creatures, naturally diftinguifhed by purer morals,
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by a2 more comprebenfive underftanding or com-
manding utterance ? No ; was this the plan purfu-
" ed by the Eternal, the fuccefs of his gofpel would
probably be afcribed to the excellence of the in-
ftruments employed. The veflel naturally moft
frail, moft foul, debafed by every fpecies of open
and grofs abomination, has frequently been puri-
tied, and appointed to contain this immortal treaf-
ure.. ‘ Bafe things of the world, and things whick
are defpifed, hath God chofen, that no flefk fhould glo-
7y in his prefence.” He ordinarily ufes infiruments
the molt infignificant, fecemingly the moft unequal
to the work, that his own wifdom, and power, and
dovereignty, may more vifibly be traced in every
part of the difpenfation. A few fifhermen, perfons
-of low occupation in life, unlearned in the fciences,
and unfkilled in the policies of -this world, were fe-
le&ted as the ufual companions of our Lord; and
their preaching, afterwards, was the great engine of
fpreading his gofpel among the nations of the earth.
Saul, once a malignant perfecutor, a man injurious
to the Redeemer’s caule, who had uttered the foul-
et blafphemies againft the Saviour’s crofs ; this ve-
ry Saul is converted and rendered the chief apof-
tle of this very crofs ; glories in it as his only fal-
vation; proclaims it as the only hope of perithing
finners. < We have this treafure,” he exclaims, a-
doring equally the dcpthBof divine condefcenfion
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and fovereignty—<¢ We have this treafure in earthes
veffels, that the excellency of the power may be of God,
and not of us. Weare flewards of the myfleries of
God.” 4 ,

The term myfleries, here ufed by the apoftle,
occurs very frequently in the volume of divine in.
fpiration. Without enquiring particularly Into itg
real origin, or ufual fignification, it may be fuffi-
cient to remark, that myfleries, as employed in the
facred oracles, generally imply thofe truths which
our reafon, unaffited by revelation, could never
have diflcovered ; and which, after they are reveal-
ed, our finite, contrafted underftandings, are incas
pable fully to comprehend. ‘The myfteries com.
mitted to the minifters of reconciliation, fimply im-
ply the everlafting gofpel ; all thofe doftrines, all -
that dilcipline ; thofe feals of the covenant alfo,
which are employed by the adorable head of the
church, for the inftruftion, the correQion and edi-
fication of his fpiritual houfehold. '

The perfons entruﬁed with thefe myfteries are
denominated /lewards There is an evident allu-
fion to a praltice which prevailed in early periods
of the world ; pamcularly in the families of the op-
~ ulent and’ honorable. A perfon of known integri-
ty and talents was chofen, to whom, under the chav-
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sfter of a fleward, the proprietor of the houle com-
mitted the immediate difpofal of his goods, and
management of his family ; accountable, however,
in all refpe&ls, to him by whom he was appointed
to this ftewardfhip. We read in facred hiftory, of
a fteward in the family of Abraham, in the family
of Jofeph, in the families of particular kings of If-
rael and Chaldea. This charafter is frequently ap-
plied to the minifters of reconciliation, and exprefl-
es the great importance and awful refponfibility of
their office. By Jefus Jehovah, the fupreme Ruler
and Lawgiver of the divine houfe, they are now
entrufted with the treafure of the gofpel. This they
.are required to difpenfe to his family on earth, as
they muft anfwer hercafier, at kis appearing and
kingdom:-

The pertinericy of the fubje& to the prefent
‘occafion, is abundantly obvious. We are ordinari-
1y employediin illultrating and enforcing the duty of
others, as men : It is -more appropriate, at prefent,
to illuftrate and apply our own obtigations- as min-
ifters. May the un&ion of the Holy One liberally
defcend, and influence:every heart,: while we at-
tempt— '

I. To enumerate’ a- few of thefe myfleries
which are contained in-the gofpel : Amd,-
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II. Illuftrate the chara&er and obligations of

thofe to whom thefe my lteries are cntrufted : Steew- '
ards—Stewards of the myfteries of God.

1. The Trinity in Jebovah, may be numbered
among the mylteries of the golpel: Three adorable
perfons, neceflarily, eflentially, eternally equal ;—
oneineflence, onk in perfettion and glory. This
doéirine was revealed oblcurely in the Old Tefta-
ment ; but is taught with greater perfpicuity and.
glory in the New. The apoftle {peaks of ¢ the myf-
tery of God, and of the Fathery, and of Chrift.” An
evangelift announces, that ¢ there be Three which
bare record in heaven ; the Father, and the Word,

~and the Holy Ghoft : Thefe Three are One.” This
truth is taught, not barely as a fubje& of fpeculation
to the underftanding, but a fource of rich, unutter-
able confolation to the heart. The believer in Jefus
is privileged to enjoy real, diftin&t communion with -
each of the adorable Three ; with the Father in his
love; with the Son in his grace ; with the Holy Ghoft
in his fanflifying, comforting influences. It confli-
tutes the privilege,’ and fecurity, and glory, of cach
heir of falvation, that he is ¢ ele&led according to the
Joreknowledge of God, the Father, through faniiifica-
tion of the [pirit, unto obedience and fprinkling of the
blood of Fefus Chrift ; and that once elefted, and
fanélified, and juftified, he fhall be infallibly and e-
verlaftingly glorified.
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2. The incarnation of the eternal Son, is ano-
thermyftery of the cver glorious gofpel. ¢ Without
controverfy, great is the myflery of godlinefs: God
mantfefled in the fle/h.” His aflumption of our na-
ture, appropriating our guilt, fuffering in our room,
bringing in everlafting righteoufuefs for our recon-
ciliation, forms an eflential, a moft interefting part
of that heavenly treafure committed to our truft ;
and ought to conftitute the Alpha and Omega of ev-
ery adminiftration, whether public or private.—
From Jefus and his crofs, all the revelation of God
derives its meaning, its value and glory. There the
law of Mofes, with its coftly oblervances, the pre-
diflions of prophets, and the preaching of apofties,
all meet, as their common centre. For Mefliah's 4'
appearance in the fleth, and his accomplifhiment of

“our redemption, believers under the Old Teftament
looked forward with anxious expetation ; and to
thele events, the ranfomed, through eternity, will
look back with adoring gratitude : They will be
ever acknowledging this deceafe, accomplifhed at Fe-
rufalem, as the foundation of all they expetted on
earth, and all they experience in heaven. In Chrift,
and him crucified, all the pcrfe&ions‘of Deity are
glorified to the very uttermoft : The law is magni-
fied in its precept, vindicated in its penalty ; the in-
juries of juftice repaired ; the offence of holinefs
removed ; while mercy, grace and condefcenfion
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fhire with unparalleled lufire. Through Chrift,
#nd him crucified, all the wants of the finner are
fupplied. By the blood of his covenant, fprinkled
upon the confcience, the vileft of the vile ere purg-
ed from dead works. Through his righteoufnefs
imputed, they are completely and eternally juftified
in the fight of Jehovah ; and by his grace, thed a.
broad through their hearts, they are fan&ified- and
prepared for the inheritance of immortality.- So
important, fo glorious is this myftery, the Son of
God incarnate, and fuffering for our fins,. that pa-
triarchs rejoiced, leaped up, to fec his day afar of ;
prophets enquired diligently, who teftified before-
kand the fufferings of Chrift, and the glory that fhould
Jollow ; apoftles determined to know nothing but
Fefus Chrift, and him crucified ; angels look inter
it, with ever new, ever increafing admiration.

3. The regeneration and fan@ification- of the
finner, by the eternal- Spirit, is another. myftery,
with which, as ftewards in the family of Jelus, we
are entrufted. The apoftle, therefore, pronounces
it not only a myflery of godlinefs, God manifefled in
the flefh, but believed on in the world, and fpeaks in
another epiltie of the myfiery of faith. This grace,

" which unites the finncr to the Saviour, and inter-
ells him in the great. faluation, is effeted in a man-
mer utterly inconceivable to us. Although the
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change produced in the foul, at its tranflation from
death to life, is abundantly obvious; new fears,
new defires, new joys, new hopes, inftantly {pring
up ; yet the manner by which this change is produ-
ced is altogether myfterious; utterly unfearchable
by us. ¢ The wind bloweth where it lifteth ; we
hear the found thereof, but cannot tell whence it come
eih, or whitker it goeth ; fo is every one that is born
of the Spirst.” Who can conceive or defcribe that
gracious influence, by which the underftanding,
once dark, is now enlightened ; the will once ftub-
born, is now fubdued o the obedience of faith ; the
affe&tions, formerly fenfual and earthly, are now el-
evated to things fpiritual and divine ; the whole
man transformed, tranflated from death to life,
from corruption ta holinels, from things temporal
to things eternal. The believer himfelf, althongh
the favored fubje& of this fan&ifying Spirit, is un-
able to trace the manner of his operations. He
can, however, maintain, and maintain with a con<
fidence which all the fophiftry of earth or hell fhall
never be able to overthrow, ¢ whereas I was blind,
now I fee.” 1 difcover new excellencies and glo-
ries in the Saviour, new wifdom and condefcenfion
in the method of reconciliation through his obedia
ence and crofs, new {weetnefs and precioufnefls in
the promifes, new fuitablenels and fufficiency in
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the everlafting covenant. Thefe are ¢/l my fala-
tion, and all my defire.

4. To thefe we may add, the refurre&ion of
the body ; the awards of the general judgment; the
adjudication of the righteous to endlefs life, of the
wicked to endlefs perdition ; as other myfteries of
the gofpel committed to our charge. The manner
by which the refurrettion from the dead will be ef-
fefted ; the particular body in which they fhall ap-
;;ear ; the part of the univerfe where all the nations,
when raifed, fhall be placed ; the procedure of the
great Judge in determining their unalterable doom;
the inftrumentality of ele€ angels in raifing " the
dead, in arranging them for judgment, in condu@l-
ing the righteous to manfions of blifs, and hurrying
the damned to their gloomy abodes, are inconceiv-
able to us. ¢ Behold,” fays the apoftle, « behold I
Jhew you a myflery : We fhall not all fleep ; but we
Jhall be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an
eyey at the laft trump : For the trumpet fhall found,
and the dead fhall be raifed incorruptible, and we flall
be changed : For this corruptible muft put on incor-
ruption, and this mortal muft put on immortality.”

Thefe are a part of thole myfteries, with
- which, as ftewards of the kingdom, we are folemn-
ly entrufted. Thefe it becomes us to dilpenfe,

"\
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without referve, without partiality, without hypoc.

rily, to that houfe over which. ke Holy Ghoft hatk
made us overfeers.

Having attempted bneﬂy to cnumerate thefe
myfteries, we proceed—

'1I. To illuftrate the charafter and obligation
of thofe to whom they are committed : Stewmds—-
Stewards of the myfieries of God.

1. The fteward is frecly elcéted and appointed
by the proprictor of the houfe. He who daringly
rufhes into the family of another, and takes poffei-
fion of his property without a regular invitation, is
chargeable equally with prefumption and folly. He
can neither afk the prefent fupport of his mafter,
nor afterwards expeét a reward from his hand. E-
qually neceflary is it that the minifler of reconcilia-
tion be divinely chofen to that office ; that he be
duly called by Jefus Jehovah, the great mafter of
the fpiritual houfe. No emergence of the church,
however peculiar ; no neceffity for laborers, how-
ever prefling ; no advantages arifing from natural
taleuts, from the aids of education, or other confid-
erations, can juftify any in affluming the minifterial
office, unlefs lawfully called. The fovereign Lord

‘ c
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_of the houfe, jealous of his royal prerogatives;
meets the intruder with that heart rending chal-
lenge—¢¢ Who hath required this at your hand 2" and
writes his prefumption in his punifhment—¢¢ I hgve
not fent him, nor commanded him : Therefore ke fhall
‘not profit this people at all. No man taketh this hon.
or to himfelf, but he that is called of God, as was Aa-
7on.” Let us paufe a moment, and impartially en-
quire—Are we fent and appointed of the Lord
God to this ftewardfhip ? Have we been careful to
make fure out calling and eleétion, not only as men,
but as minifters ? This queftion intimately concerns
the glory of that Jefus whom we ferve; the dignity
of that caufe in which we are embarked; the edifi-
cation of that church which we are appointed to o-
verfee ; our own peace, and confidence, and tri-
umph, as individuals. How would it fupport in

“the hour of difficulty ; how would it embolden in
the difcharge of every duty, could we carry our.
commiffion-in our hand, and with the prophet con.
fidently proclaim—<¢ The Lord God and his Spirit
hath fent me.” Then might we daily look up to our
mafter, for ftrength proportioned to our daily crofs,
and expeét his blefling on thofe labors which we
perform in obedience to his command.

A {ull, formal enquiry, into the nature of this
call to the minifterial office, is not intendcd at pref-

™~
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ent. It may not, however, be impertinent to re-
mark, that he who is divinely chofen to this work,
will expe\rience the love of Jehovah the Redeemer,
kindling in his heart. He will feel this heavenly
flame burning up the drofs of felf eafle, felf-intereft,
felf promotion. He will be conftrained by a holy,
an irrefiftible neceffity, t0 preach ithe gofpel ; to
Jfpend, and to be fpent ; to occupy his time, his tal-
ents, in promoting the kingdom of that Jefus who
bought us with his blood. His bofom will occa-
fionally melt with tender compaflien towards his
brethren, by nature, who are in danger of perifh.
ing eternally. e will cheerfully renounce each
worldly profpeft, bis temporal eafe and indulgence,
nay, life itfelf, to.become inftrumental in refcuing
them from never ending ruin. Animated with the
fame fpirit, he will burf forth in the exclamation of
the great apoftie—s¢ I endure all things Jor the eledt's
Jfake, that they may obtain falvation, which is in Chrift
];fus, with eternal glory.”

2. The fteward alting agreeably to his ftation,
aims at adapting himfelf to the varied circumftances
of the houfehold. He endeavors to difpenfe that
portion which is moft fuited to their peculiar age
and neceflities. This will equally be the concern
of each fteward in the heavenly family, who has im-
bibed the fpirit of his office, This is called in {crip.
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ture, ¢ rightly dividing the word of truth ; gzmng to
every one their portion of meat in due feafon 5" and
may with propriety be pronounced the moft difficult
part of minifterial duty: Much diligence is requi-
fite for knowing the Rate 6f our flock ;--and much
difcernment for accommodating our public.admini-
firations to their refpellive capacities. Some: are
ignoraiit, and require inftruflion ; others are fecure,
and ought.tobe’alarmed ; others are prefumptuous,
and requite to be fhaken from their -unferiptural
confidences. The weak heed to-be ﬂrengihe‘ned ; the
wavering to be confirmed ; the wandering to be re-
ftored ; the fearful to be emboldened; the droop.-
ing to be fupported Wxth the confolatiofis ‘of the
covenant, o

Couid no other argument be adduced, this a-
bundantly evinces the propriety of a ftationary min-
ifiry, and of each minifter familiarly vifiting and
converfing with his flock. The phyfician muft ex-
amine his patient, before he can adminifter his med-
icine with judgment: The vine.drefler muft go from
tree to tree, before he knows whether to dig around
and dung, or with a pruning-knife to lop off the ex-

_uberant branch: The teacher muft enquire into the
age of the fcholar, his ability, his progrefs in learn-
ing, before he can judicioufly dire& his futare ftud-
ies. Thus he who would approve himfelf faithful
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to his adorable mafter, or become fuccelsful in the
falvation of {ouls, muft diligently, muft painfully
enquire into‘the,ixf,{c;xjiptmjal condition,

. Bear wuh mz, refpe&ed F athers and Brethren,

if 1 take the liberty of enlarging on this duty ; be-
caufe it is fcarcely more important ‘than unfafhion-
able; and probably the lapgu'or of Iiving godlinefs
in our churches, the rare inftances of converfion
under our adminiftrations, may be afcribed partly,
if not principally, to this negle&t. We are not ca-
pable rightly to divide the word of truth; to difpcenfle
in public the myfteries of the kingdom, according
to the circumftances of the family ; becaufe we are
not more employed in private converfing with the
family, enquiring into their various exerciles, their
anxieties, their doubts, thcir difcouragements.—
Confequences the moft glorious attended the revi-
val of this primitive praftice in Geneva, under the.
miniftry of Calvin, and in various other placcs, at
the commencement of the reformation. While min-
ifters, with their ruling elders, induflrioully went a-
round from houfe to houle ; while they carried their
appeal immediately to the finner’s conlcience, teach-
ing every many and warning every man, their labors
became eminently fuccefsful : The ignorant were
inftruéted ; the fecure alarmed ; the weak, the def-
pondent, firengthened and edificd. ‘
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" 3. The fteward endeavors to manifeft forbear-
ance with the members of the houfe. Concern for
the interefts of his lord, induces him to exercife pa-
tience, not only with the weaknefs, but even the
wickednefs of thofé committed to his charge. A
difpofition, this, of difficult attainment ; yet indif-
penfibly requifite in the minifter of reconciliation.
Numerous infults, much derifion, muft be expeét-
ed. Thofe who are at eafe will frequently deride
our admontitions as impertinent ; as only calculated
to ruffle theirrepofe. The drunkard will revile usas.
unneceflarily precife ; as unfriendly to human hap.
pinefs, The impure will attempt jultifying them-
felves, by the backilidings of Lot, of David, and.
other eminent faints, The fwearer will probably
reward our rebukes with replying, that he intended:
no evil, or that he injured none but himfelf. Alk
this infult mult be expe&ted; ali this, out of com..
paffion to precious, perifhing fouls, ought paticntly:
to be endured.  Although the drowning man does.
not immediately feize the rope thrown out for his.
relief ; yet a concern for his prefervation would o-
blige to continue the offer. Althoygh the man con-
fliting with fome malignant difeafe, through igno-
rance, may rejet the medicine when adminiftered ;
yet a regard for his recovery will conftrain to repeat )
the application. Rather, infinitely rather, fhould
we patiently perfevere with finners, when their fals
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vation or damnation for eternity are at ftake. « The
Sfervant of the Lord muft not [firive, but be gentle to
all ; apt to teach ; patient in meeknefs ; infirulling
thofe that oppofe themfelves ; if God peradventure will
give them repentance, to the acknowledging of the
truth,” ¢ Reprove, rebuke, exhort,” is the apoftolic
injunftion, % with all long-fuffering and dodtrine.”—
Our feclings may rather be injured for a time, than
their {fouls damned for eternity. Befides, the con-
verfion of finners fo obftinate, conflitutes our no-
bleft triumphs ; it excites in the fpirits of the juft
the loudeft hallelujahs now, and will form the bright-
eft jewels in our crown hereafter. Noble, in this
refpeét, worthy our imitation, was the condu& of
“the apottles of the Lamb—¢¢ Being reviled, we blefs ;
being perfecuted, we fuffer it ; being defamed, we in-
dreat ; left we fhould hinder the gofpel of Chrift.”

But this forbearance is not necelflary barely
towards the unprincipled and profligate ; there is
equal neceflity of exercifing it towards the living
members of the body of Chrift. As in the family
of ‘nature, {o in the family of grace, there is an al-
moft infinite variety of difpofition. Much imper-
fc&tion adheres to the beft, arifing partly from ig-
norance, partly from prejudices of education, and
cuﬂdm; p.artly from the remains of a legal fpirit,
and various other caufes; and a concern for their
€dification calls Joudly for the exercife of prudence
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and patience. It is probably to this yielding, ac-
commodating difpofition, the apoftle alludes in the
following paffage :—~¢¢ Unto the Few, I became as a
Few ; that I might gain the Few. To the weak,
became as weak ; thet I might gain the weak. Iam
made all things to all men ; that I might by all means
Jave fome.” '

4. The fteward is in all refpedls refponfible to
him by whom he was called to the office. He is
anfwerable for every part of his conduél; not only
for the difpofition of his mafter’s goods, but allo
for his behaviour towards the members of the
houfe. "An impreflion of our refponfibility as offi-
cers in the family of Jefus, ought to reign fupreme
in our hearts, and roufe to the molt diligent dif-
charge of every duty. It is the polar fiar, to which
every adminifiration, both public and private,
ought unvaryingly to centre. The great ruler of
the houfe, in committing the treafure to. his differ.
ent ftewards, pofitively commands, ¢ Occupy wntil
I come ;” when the reckoning will be required,
While this confideration calls to unwearied dili-
gence in difcharging the duties of our high voca-
tion, it alfo requires the molt rigid impartiality in
difpenfing.the myfteries of the kingdom. Solemn,
awful confideration ! For each diftribution of this
facred provifion ; for every admiffion to, or exclu-
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Goa from, the privileges of the hoyfe, we mult give
account to Him, whofe eyes are as a flame of fire ;
who is now our omnifcient witnels ; who will fhort.
ly appear as our impartjal Judge, and render ¢o cv-
ery man ac¢ording ta his work. This all-folemn re-
flettion did the great God, our Sayviour, frequently
revive in the minds of his apoftles; and by it ad-
monifhed them to unwearied induftry and zeal in
his fervice, ¢ Behold I come quickly : Hold faft that
which thou haft. Watch ye, thercfore, for ye know
not what hour your Lord cometh. Let your loins be
girded about, and your lights burning, and ye your-
Jelves like unto men that wait for thesr Lord.” This
awful refle€tion did the great apoftle urge powerful-
ly on Timothy, his fon; and through him on the
fervants of the crofs, in every fucceeding age : « [
charge thee, therefore, before God and the Lord Fefus
Chrift, who fhall judge the quick and the dead, at his
‘appearing and kingdom ; preach the word ; do the
‘work of an evangelift ; make full proof of thy min.
ifiry”

5. The fteward naturally expetts a {uitable re-
ward for his fervices. He looks up to the propri.
etor of the houfe for an hovarable compenfation.
In this refpeét, aur divinely gracious mafter has
given the ftewards in his family the moft abundant

- D.
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foul-fupporting ' encouragement. While he fore-
warned us, without referve, of all the pain, the pov-
erty, the reproach, the perfecution, which might be
expelted ; that we fhould be hated of all men for
his name’s fake ;- defpifed by the gay, as gloomy
and melancholy ; ridiculed by the worldly wife, as
ignorant and enthufiaftic ; reproached by the great,
as mean and contemptible ; difdained by the car-
nally fecure, as diflurbing the peace of fociety, as
turning the world upfide down ; he encourages, a-
midft all this contempt, with the prolpe& of an ex-
ceeding and eternal weight of glory. ¢ There is no
man, that hath forfaken,” is his own declaration ;- a
declaration, full of condefcenfion on his part—fult
of confolation on ours: ¢ There is no man, that hatk
Sforfaker houfes, or brethren, or lands, for my fake and
the gofpel, but he_fhall receive an hundred fold ; now,
in the prefent time, with perfecutions ; and in the
world to come, eternal life,” Does our profeffion
expofc to outward poverty ? He promifes in rever-
fion his own unfearchable riches. Are we called to
take up our crofs ? This will thortly be fucceeded
by a crown incorruptible. Does our mafter call 10
unwearied diligence, to be inflant in feafon and
out of feafon 2 This fhall be rewarded by an eter-
nity of eafe and cnjoyment. ¢ They fhall r¢ft from
their labors. . To him that overcometh, I will give to
Jit down with me on my throne,” How did the foul
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of the great apoftle fwell beyond the chains of per-

fecutigp, and rife fuperior to all oppofition, while

he contemplated that glory which was afterwards to

to be revealed. This profpe_&‘f'eemingly foftened

the rigors of fatigue, gilded the gloom of the dun-

geon, blunted the edge of the {word, quenéhed the

violence of flames, and brightened with the light

of heaven the dark vale and fhadow of death.

“ None of thefe-things trouble me ;" not all that their

ingenuity can devife, or their power perpetrate :

¢ Neither hold I my life dear ; that I may finifh my

sourfe with joy, and the minifiry which I have receive

ed of the Lord Fefus, to declare the gracé of God. If
we be dead with him, we fhall alfo live with him ; if
we fuffer with kim, we fhall alfo reign with him.”

Equal t6'the bold, -d¥gnified challenges of his life;

were the triumphs of- his-dying hour. ¢ I am now

ready to be offered ; and the time of my depariure is
at hand.” '

Cdm'pare& with- .the(e,v how bafe, how con.
temptible, have been the laft expreflions of thofe
admired as heroes, as poets, as philofophers ; of
thofe who by their valour have rifen,to empire, or
-by the efforts of genius have borne away the palm
of literary fame. ¢ I have fought a good fight: I
have finifhed my courfe: I have kept the faith.
Henceforth there is laid up for me acrown of right-
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eoufhefs, which the Lord, the righteows judge, Jhall
Zive ime at that day ; and not o me ‘only; but to 4il
them that love his appcarmg " :

4

The apphcauon fuggcﬁed by this do&tme, is
equally obvious and interefling. '

:.‘S,\mce the gofpel of Jehovah is a myftery,
its negle& or oppofition, by an ungodly age, and
even by the worldly wife* of that age, is caufe,
neither of furprife, nor difcouragement. _« The
preaching of the crofs is, to them that perifh, fool-
ithnefs.” ¢ Chrift crucified,” in every period of
the world, has been to many, “a flone of ﬁumbl'ing,
and a rock of offence; the favour of death unto
death,” The reafon is obvious. The human un-

. -

* The author, by no means, acknowledges, that ‘the pie-
ponderancy of natural talents, or acquired leaming. is, of has
been, on the fide of infidelity ; becaufe the contrary is fad. The
living God, in righteous fovereignty, may fuffer many, who are
carnally wife, to become feriprural fools ; yet in different uges, I
may add, in every age, fome whg have afcended the very fum-
mit of literary eminence, have y ieved, and advocated our holy
religion. Chriftianity can number among her fons, a ‘Gro-
tius, a Newton, a Boyle, a Bacon, a Locke, a Milton, an Ad-
difon ; whe, for every accomplithment, both natural and ac.
quired, may be pronounced the brighteft ornaments of human
nature. Thefe illuftrious men, although they entertained differ-
ent fentiments refpeQing particular dodtrines of fcripture, yet
cordially concurred in receiving it as a revelation from heaven,
and in recommending it as worthy of all acceptation. Evenin our
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derflanding is naturally blind, ard cannot; of itfelf,
difcover his excellefce or glory. The man with-
out eyes, cannot difcern the light of the fun, or ad-
mire the beauty of colours: He who is deftitute of
hearihg, cannot be charmed with the melodies of
mufic: Having loft the fenfe of fmelling, he is ine
<apable of relithing the fragrance of the rofe. As
in natural, in fpiritual things alfo, fenfes mo& be
poffcfled, fuitable o the objefts to be difcerned.
& The natural man receiveth not the things of the
fpirit of God: They are foolithnefs umo himz
Neither can he know them, becaufe they are fpirit-
ually difcerned.” Whatever diverfity may appear

[P &

own age, whlch a noted blafphemert of the Saviour’s crofs has
complimented as the age of reafon, hundreds can be féund, natu-
rally ds rational as hiniklf, and whofe reafon has not ‘been prof-
tituted by feul intoxication, who believe that all fcripture is giv-
en by infpiration of God ; who have meeknefs and modefty e-
potigh to fit at the feet of Jefus, and adore thole myReries of bis
gofpel, which they are unable fully to comprehend.

e

+ The allufion to Thomas Paine, the author of the « Age
of Reafon,” is too obvious to require explanation. 1 fhall, there.
fore, tranfcribe the very words of a mafterly defender of the
Chriftian faith, refpeding that retaiter of infidelity. < As to
Paine, he is well known to have been a profane fwearer and
drunkard. We have evidence upon oath, that religion was his
favorite topic when intoxicated.”

Fuller’s Gofpel its onon Witnefs.—Condu8 of beliswers
and unbelicvers —Page 98.
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among men naturally, fome pofleffing leffer, ‘others
larger capacities ;.-whatever: difference may. arife
from the advantages of education; in fpiritual -
things all ‘are equally blind, -until enlightened by
Jehovah the Spirit. % For it-is- written— I -will
deftroy the wifdom of the wife, and bring to no-:
thing the underftanding of the prudent.” ¢ Where
4s the wife man ? Where is the fcribe ? Where .is
the difputer of  this world? Hath nat God made
foolifh the wifdom of this world ?”. True it is, emi-~
nence of natural genius, improved by liberal learn.
ing, and fanétified by. the {pirit of wifdom, give an-
- immenfe fuperiority. Poflefled of fuch: qualifica.
tions, the man is capable of fearching more_tho-
-roughly the myfteries of redemption; of pointing
‘out their confiftence with the divine charafler and
government ; ‘of arranging their do&trines, and fir
lencing the cavils of unbehevers But firft he
muft learn ¢y‘the Father : Like a ftar of largcr fize,
he may fhine with fupcnor luftre ; but he himfelf
muft firft be enlightened by the Sun of Righeouf-

lmﬁ‘

2. We learn from this paffage, what are thofe
truths which ought principally to occupy our atten-
tion ; which fhould conftitute the great theme of
our private ftudies, and public adminiftration ; the

plain, peculiar do&rines of the crofs; the fimple
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truths of revelation ; neither recommended by hu-
man wif{dom, nor accommodated to human prejudice
or corruption. We are appointed ftewards, not of
“the:learning of the {chools ; not of the difcoveries of
philofophy ; not of the charms of moral fpccula-
tion ; but of the myfleries of God. ..Thefe it be-
comes us humbly. to improve, as finners, that re-
quire a free falvation. Thefe it becomes us to |
difpenfe, with all. fimplicity, to that houfehold
over which ¢ the Holy-Ghoft hath made. us over-.
feers.” This is the provifion, which the glorious
proprietor hath committed to our truft: And to be
-addrefling our hearers with harangues merely mo-
ral, with refined fentiments, or learned {peculations,
would be to offer hufks, or fludble, or flraw, while
in our Father’s houfe is. bread immortal and divine.
Thefe obfervations, however familiar, cannot be
too frequently realifed : They were, peihaps, never
more important, nor more {cafonable, than in the .
age in which we live. There is an uncommon af-
feQation, at prefent, to fafhion the golpel of Jeflus
after the wifdom of the world. Is not natural reli-
gion frequently recommended, to the degradation
of revealed ? Are not virtue, morality, good.will to
all, lavifhly extolled ; while the cardinal doétrines,
of peace with God, through the crofs of Immanuel ;
jullification, through his cternal righteoufnefs; re-
gencration and fanification, by the efficacy of his
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grace, are overlooked, if not rejeBed ? A late wri-
ter, with more hardihood than ufual, has afcribed
the alarming progre(s of infidelity to the preaching
of the peculiar do&rines of chriftianity. Qn this
aflertion, fuffice it to remark, that the difcovery bas
been made fince the age of the apoltles, and is taught
by another infpiration than the Holy-Ghoft. They
fpake ¢ the wifdom of God in a myftery :" They
“determined to know nothing but Jefus Chrift, and
him crucified :” They preached not in ¢ the enti-
cing words of man’s wifdom ; left the crofs of
Chrift fhould become of none effe& ;” but in the
¢ words which the Holy-Ghoft teacheth ; compar-
ing fpiritual things with fpiritual.” And the fa&t is
to0 notorious to be denied, that when their fuccefl-
ors endeavored to recommend themfelves, by blend-.
ing philofophy with divinity ; the gofpel of Jefus
with the learning of the {chools ; purity of dotrine
degenerated in the church,® and living godlinefs
languifhed in the heart. The experiment is equally

* The author takes the liberty of inferting the following
remark, of the very learned and judicious Dr. Owen ; and the
remark is the mure entitled to our attention, as it is founded
upon underiable fa&. In his hiRory of the herefies which early
reproached the church, and the caufes which produced them, he
adds—¢¢ The pretended defence of truth, with arts and arms of
another kind than the fimple application of fcripture, has been
the bane of religion, and loft the peace of chriftians beyond re-
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blalphemous and vain, 0 attempt amending the wif-
dom of Jehovah by the wifdom of mortals. Em.-
boldened, therefore, by apoftolic example, and en-
couraged by apoftolic fuccefs, let us determine to
rejoice in nothing as men, to proclaim nothing as

minifters, but Fefus Chrift, and him crucified ; to

covery; and it may be obferved, that whillt this way alone, the
-ufeof feripture for the prefervation of truth, was infilted on,
that although innumerable herefies arofe one after another, they
never made any great progrefs, nor attained unto any fuch con-
fiftency as to make a ftated oppofition to the truth ; but the er-
rors themfelves, and their authors, were as vagrant ineteors,
which appeared a little and vanifhed away. Afterwards it was
not {v, when other ways and means, for the fuppreflien of here-
"fies, were judged cohvenfent and needful. The Lord Chrift,”
adds this illuftrious champion, in language full of confolation
and triamph, ¢ The Lord Chrilt, continueth his word, with the
faithfal minifltry, to reveal, declare and vindicate the facred
truth, for the convi&ion of gainfayers ; and if we are not want-
ing to our duty, through the aids of divine grace promifed us,
we fhall finally triumph in this caufe, and tranfmit this truth, in-
violate, to them that fucceed us in the profetlion of it.”

Owen's preface to bis ¢ Perfon ard glory of Cbrif§.”

- 'To this may be added, the remarks of a late, very elegant,
-and ingenious author. After pronouncing the peculiar doc.
uiines of the crofs to have been the great engine of reformation,
‘he laments our prefent departure from thefe dorines ; and rep-
refents our prefent degeneracy of pradlice, as the immediate
confequence of fuch departure. ¢ They profefs to make it their
: chief objet to inculcate the moral and practical precepts of chri
tianity, without fufficiently maintaining, often without jufily

E
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wield, in our warfare, thofe weapons which are not
carnal, but fpiritual ; and then we may confidently
truft, that they will be mighty through God, for the
converfion and falvation of fouls.

Let none conclude from thefe obfervations,
that the religion of nature is renounced, or the ex-
ecllence of morality denied. Shall we be charged
with defpifing the gentle flowings of the rivuies,
merely becaufe we exprefs greater emotions at the
more majeftic movements of the ocean ; or with re-
je&ing the light of the ftars, becaufe we kindle with
greater admiration at the more dazling glories of
the fun ?* We preach the neceffity of love to God,
not indeed as the foundation of our acceptance,
but the effe& of his love, fhining in the face of Fefus
. Chrift, 'We profels the neceflity of repentanca, al-
though not the condition of our reconciliation, vet
as a grace, wrought in the heart, by the Holy
Ghoft. We exbibit the moral law, not indced to

laying, the grand foundation of the finner’s acceptance with
God, or pointing out how the praéical precepts of chriftianity
grow out of her peculiar docrines, and are infeparably conne@ted
‘with them. By this fatal error, the very genius and effential
nature of chriftianity underwent a change. She no longer re-
tained her peculiar charatter, or produced that appropriate frame
of fpirit, by which hcr {cllowers had been charadterifed.”
Wilbeforce's View—268, 269,
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be obeyed for falvation, but as fulfilled in its pre-
cept by the life, as fatisfied in its penalty by the
death, of the everlafting furety, and now propoled
as the rule of our obedience in his hand. We
maintain the excellence of morality, of love to
God, of good will to men, although not as procu-
ring the favor of the Eternal, yet as blefled confe-
quences of our unton to the Son of God, and influ-
ences derived from him, as our ever-living Heap.
‘We acknowledge the charms of virtue, of patience
under fuffering, of forgivenefs to thofe who injure
us, of compaflion towards our fellow.mortals in dif-
wrefls : But this. virtue, this patience, this forbear-
ance, thefe compaflions, like fo many plants of
righteoufnefs, muft grow on Calvary, and be nour-
ilhed with the blood. of its. crofs. ¢ Do we then
make- void the law through faith ? God forbid ;
yea, we eftablifh the law.”

3: We learn from this doQirine; the impor-
tance of being wholly occupied in the duties of our
office ; of being employed, either privately explo-
ring thefe myfteries of the kingdom, or publicly
diftributing them to the neceffities. of the family.
It is caufe of humiliation and grief; that many, who
were once folemnly confecrated to the fervice of
the gofpel, afterwards relinquifh, in-part, their oc-
cupation : They proflitute their time and talents to
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purpofes widely different and inferior. One be-
comes embarrafled with the cares of this werld;
another aflumes the ftatefman, by engaging in po.
litical difcuffions ; another is invelved in phila-
fophical refearch, or in fome other purfuit, foreign
to his minifterial office. Thele exercifes, as ap-
plied to the fpiritual fteward, may be pronounced
Siriving, but not lawfully. Thus to be occupied, is
indeed running a race, but wandering from the path
which leads to the prize. ¢ No man that warreth,
entangleth himfelf with the cares of this life ; that
he may pleafe him who hath called him to be a fol-
dier.” What! are not the myfteries of Jehovah
incarnate, and our redemption through his blood,
fufficicnily ennobling ta occupy our individed. at-
tention ? Here is range, ample, unboundéd range,
for the moft fpeculative underftanding, for. the
moft excurfive imagination. What pobler fubje&
can occupy the refearch of mortals, than the myfte-
ry of a TRiune Jewovam: Turee in One:
. ONEein Tures ? What more exalted theme than
Gop, manifefied in the flefi 2 That matchlefls, myf-
terious name, fo full of grace, fo full of glory, Im-
MANUEL ; uniting in itfelf, the uncreated, eternal
excellencies of the God ; the finite, frail propertics
of the man ? What fubje&t more elevating in itfelf,
more interefting to us, than the fubftitution of the
cternal Son in our covenant room ? He condemn- -
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ed, that we might be acquitted ? He a man of for-
rows, that we might partake ineffable joy? The
Son degraded to the condition of a fervant, that
the flave might be prometed to the dignity of fons !
Myfteries thefe, which the intelleét of Gabriel,
however enlarged, is too contralted to compre-
hend ; and after the refearch of eternity, fhall not
be fully explored. How dignified in itfelf ; how
appropriate to every ambaflador of Jefus, was that
refolution of the apoftle—¢ What things were gain
to me ;” whatever might fubferve my worldly eafe
or intereft ; whatever might promote my reputa-
tion as a fcholar and philofopher ; ¢ thele I counted
fofs for Chrift.” We behold the illuftrious €ham-
pion, taking each external advantage, nobly facrifi-
cing it on the crofs of calvary, and defiring to glo-
1y in"nothing but- Féfus Chrifty and him crucified.
That fame miniftry, which formed the delight, the
boaft, of his own foul, he powcrfully* prefled upon

* The obligations impofed on candidates for the miniftry
in the Epifcopal church, fo replete with found infiruéion, and
fo pertinent to our prefent purpofé, cannot be improperly in-
ferted. ¢ They are required to have always painted on their
remembrance, how great a treafure was committed to their
charge ; and to apply themfelves, wholly, to this one thing, and
to draw all their cares, and ftudies this way, and to this end;
and that by their daily reading and weighing the fcriptures, they
will tudy to wax riper and Rronger in the miniftry.” '

Buinet’s Fafioral Care.—Page 89.
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Fimothy his fon :— Till 1 come, give attentiors
to reading, to exhortation, to doétrine. Neglete
not the gift that is in thee, which was, given thee by
prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the
prefbytery. Meditate on thefe things ; give thyfelf
wholly to them ; that thy profiting may appear unto.
all.” :

Permit me, reverend Fathers and Brethren, tos
trefpafs longer on your patience, by adverting: to
the high dignity and awful folemnity, of this flew-
ardfhip, committed to our truft. How honorable.
the condition of being workers together with Jeho-
vah, in that moft fublime, moft aftonifhing, of his
purpoles, the recovery of a perifhing world! To.
ftand as ambafladors for the Kine of Kings; and
~ by all the majefty of his authority, by all the en.
dearments of his grace, entreat finners to be recon«
ciled, to believe, and repent, and be faved! ¢ The:
miniftry of reconciliation is given us.” In holy-
admiration, may not each of us exclaim—Lord,
what am I, that I fhould he thus diftinguifhed ; tha,
to mc the unfearchable riches fhould be entrufted !
In holy gratitude, may we not adore with the apo(-
tle, ¢ I thank.Chrift Jefus our Lord,” that, weak as
1 am, worthlefs as I am, ¢ he hath accounted me:
faithfui ; putting me into the miniftry :” He hath
commicued to me that treafure, by which my own.
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foul may be enriched, and which enriches to im-
mortal glory, all who receive it! That Jehovah
fhould fave any of our apoftate race, is a fubje&t of
wonder ; but that he fhould choofe one of this race,
who is by nature equally guilty, equally polluted,
equally abominable, and appoint him the inftru-
ment of falvation to others; is a wonder that fur-
pafleth : Itis a myftery of fovereigaty, of grace, of
condefcenfion, which excites our gratitude now,
and muft fill all heaven with admiration through e-
ternity. ¢ O, the depth of the riches, both of the
wifdom and knowledge of God! How unfearcha-
ble ave his judgments, and his ways paft finding
out! For of him, and through him, and to him, are
all things; to whom be glory forever. Amen.”

Again, bear with me, while we refle&t on the
awful folemnity of our office. To us, the fouls,
the precious fouls of men, are now committed ;
and at our hands, if indolent or unfaithful, their
damnation will finally be charged. Are we duiy
“4mprefled with this all-folemn confideration? Do
we occafionally throw our eyes over our flock,
viewing each individual, each man, each woman,
under our care, as a truft committed us of the liv-
ing God ; as a candidate for an immortal deftiny,
- either of glory, or of wrath ? Are we watching over
them, ¢ with prayers and tears, night and day, as
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‘thofe who muft give an actount ; that we may do
it with joy and not with grief.” Have we been, in
no inflance chargeable, either through indifference
or untendernefs, with the complaint urged againdt
the fhepherds of Ifrael ? “ Ye eat the fat, and ye
clothe with the wool, but ye feed not the flock.
The difeafed have ye not ftrengthencd ; neither
have ye healed that which was fick ; neither have
ye bound up that which was broken ; neither have
ye brought again that which was driven away ; nei-
ther have ye fought that which was l6R.” Are we
careful to recommend, by every part of our deport-
ment in private, thafe do&rines which we announce
from the pulpit—¢ Giving no offence in any thing,
that the miniftry be not blamed ; but in all things
approving ourfelves as the minifters of God ; in la-
- bors, in watchings, by purenefs, by knowledge, by
long-fuffering, by kindnefs, by the Holy Ghotft, by
love unfeigned, by the word of truth, by the armour
of righteoufnefs, upon the right hand and upon the
left.” 1f any man neglet the great falvation, he
fhall not, he cannot efcape : But the damnation of
the unholy, unprofitable fervant, muft be dreadful
beyond defcription. While he is doomed to en-
dure, in his.own perfon, that worm which never
dies, and thole flames which. fhall never be quench-
ed ; that worm fhall be envenomed, thofe flames
tnfuriated, by the blafphemies of others, brought to~
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perdition through his inattention and floth, They
will be eternally reviling him; gnathing their teeth
upon him, as'char.geable with their deftru@ion, by
not forewarning them of that place of torment. “O
Lord, who is fufficient for thefe things ? O Lord,
enter not into judgment with thy fervant; for in thy

fight fhall no flefh be juftified.”

Imprefled with thefe confiderations, does it not
become us to awake from our floth ; to throw off
every weight, whatever might embarrafs us in dif-
charging the duties of our high vocation ; to keep
every gift, every grace, in conftant, vigorous exer-
cife ; to occupy, with unremitting diligence, each
moment of our time? Accurfed be that prefent eafe,
which is indulged at the peril of never-ending pain.
Let that gain be rejeéted, as worfe than lofs, which
is obtained at the hazard of our own damnation, or
the damnation of thofe committed to our care.—
May thofe moments perifh from the record of our
lives, which are wafted in idlenefs, in amufements,
in worldly company, or worldly avocations ; while
our brethren by nature are finking a prey to de-
vouring flames. Let thofe honors wither in eter-
nal difgrace, which are fought in purfuits foreign to
our minifterial profeflion, while men are peri/fhing,
for whom Chrift died ; men who might have eternally
adorned his mediatorial crown. By all the value
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- of our own fouls; by all the value of the fouls of
others ; by the compaffions of a bleeding Saviour ;
by the folemnities of his fecond appearing ; by the
terrors of being caft, as unprofitable fervants, into
outer darknefs, while others, our inferiors, it may be,
in age, and opportunity, and office, are welcomed
. tothe joys of their Lord ; let us be roufed to preack
the word ; to remain inflant, in feafon, and out of fea-
JSon ; to make full proof of our minifiry. The Lord e-
nable us all {o to run, that we may obtain the prize.
May he render us inftrumental in turning many to
righteoufnefs ; that through, the riches of his grace,
" we may Jhinc as flars, and funs, in his everlafling
kingdom.

Called to be a fteward of the myfteries of
God, I conclude, offering them to the reception of
the family prefent. By the authority of the great
Lord of the houfe, 1 this moment unlock thefe
treafures, thefe inexhauftible treafures, and tender
them for the ufe, the enjoyment, of every man, of
every woman, in this affembly. Art thou in pov-
erty ? I prefent thee unfearchable riches. Art
thou naked ? 1 offer thee incorruptible clothing ;
robes of everlafting righteoufnefs. Art thou in
want ? I tender thee immortal bread ; that bread,
of which he who partakes fhall hunger no more.

- Art thou in debt, bound over to the curfe of a bro-
ken covenant? I announce the jubilee of releale :

‘\

N\
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I offer thee a pardon, written in the blood of God,
and fealed by a triune Jehovah. Art thou un-
worthy ? I am warranted to. tender all, of grace,
free grace, abfolute grace, unconditional, unmerit-
ed grace. All thefe treafures of the kingdom, pre-
cious as they are, coftly as they were to the eternal
furety ; all thefe treafures are as free to thee, as the
grace of Jehovah can render them, or the lips of
Jehovah can pronounce them. Would to God, I
could prevail with you to receive them ! Would to
God, 1 could perfuade every male, and every fe-
male ; the bond and the free ; the black and the
white ; the more pure and the more profligate ; to
draw near, and accept this great falvation. ¢ The
Spirit and the Bride fay, come : Let him that hearetk
JSay, come : Let him that is athirft, come ; and whofo-
ever will, let him take the water of life, freely.” «We
are ambaffadors for Chrift ; as though God did be-
Jeech you by us ; we-pray you in Chrift's flead ; be ye
reconciled to God.”

Now to Him that is able to do exceeding a-
bundantly, above all that we can afk or think; to
this Lord Jefus, who purchafed, with the eternal
Father, who elefied, and the ever-blefled Spirit,
who applies ; the Author of all grace in time, and
of all glory through eternity ; be afcribed worfhip
and adoration, now and everlaftingly. Amen.
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