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A DISCOURSE, &c.

Chriftian Brethren and Friends,

N the Sermon juft now deliver'd from this awful Deſk, we have

been entertained, from the Word of God, with many precious

'Truths, well adapted to improve our Minds, and affect our

Hearts, at fuch a Seafon as this . And Duties of very great Im-3

portance have been urged, both upon Minifters and People,

with an agreeable Pertinency and Pathos, fuited to the Solemnity

before us : So that the Difcourfe we have heard at this Time, may

be confidered as a facred Prelude to the Ordination by and by to be attended , in

Cafe no Bar fhall appear to be in the Way.

But, inafmuch as Ordinations to the Work of the Goſpel Miniftry, are not fre-r

quent in theſe Parts ofthe Country; and, it may be prefumed, that few, compara

tively, even ofthis large Affembly, have well ftudied the Point : I conclude there

fore, that it will not be tho't improper nor unfeafonable, and hope, not altogether

unprofitable, if I fhould introduce the folemn Tranfaction before us, by opening

the Nature ofOrdination , with the Grounds and Reafons of its Appendages ; and

then add fomething concerning the Right and Power of Ordination, pointing out

that Order ofMen to whom it belongs, under the New-Teflament.

617

In Purſuance of which Purpofes, I would obferve, that the true Minifters ofthe

Lord Jefus Chrift, are a facred Order of Men, feparated to the fpecial Service of

God and his People, in the Gofpel of his dear Son ; according to the Laws and

Orders ofhis Houfe, which is the Church ofthe living God. † For it is undoubted

ly a Truth, That the Office of the Gospel Paftor, is as really a facred Incloſure

under the Chriftian Difpenfation, asthe Aaronical Priesthood was , under the Law;

and doth not lie open to thofe bold intruders , who, in the enthufiaftick Heats ofa

blind and intemperate Zeal, vainly and prefumptuously imagine, that they have a

Call totheWork of the Miniftry, from fome ftrong Impulfes or uncommon Impref

fions made upontheir Minds ; which (confidering the Diſorders and Exorbitances.

Men ofthis Sort of Spirit and Complexion run into) are much morelikely to come.

from beneath than from above ; it being certain , that no Man may take this Ho

nour to himſelf, but he that (in a Senfe) is called of God'; as was Aaron : § And
fo,

I

-

་

+ Heb. iii. 6. 1 Tim, iii . 15.

§ Heb. v. 4. Altho ' the Apoftle applies this Text, referred to above, to our

bleffed Saviour's being invested withthe Office ofMediator, as appears ver. 5. and

has no fpecial or immediate Reference to the Ordination of Goſpel Minifters : Yet,

if Jefus Chrift, the great Minifter of the Sanctuary, and true Tabernacle, which

God pitched and not Man , (Heb. viii . 2. ) was folemnly called, and introduced into.

the Office of his Mediation , by God the Father ; even in fome Senfe, as Aaron ,

who was not only qualified and fitted for the Office of the Priesthood , but confecra

ted to the Duties and Services of that Office, by a Compliance with thofeOrdinan

ces, and an Obfervation ofthofe facred Rites, in that Cafe and for that Purpofe

appointed byGod to be obſerved , under the Law, Exod. xxviii . xxix.---then ,

tainly, no Man now, upon any Pretence ofan extraordinary Call, may venture up

on the Duties of the Paftoral Office, under the Gofpel ; but even Perfons duly qua

Lified and regularly called , muft be feparated to thofe facred Services by Ordination,

according to Scripture Precedents, and DivineInstitution ; without which they have

no Right to difcharge the Duties of that Office,

cer
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fo, according to the Gospel Conftitution,renters bythe Door into the Sheepfold ;

for all thofe that climb up fome other Way, are Thieves and Robbers, t

This Door by which the true Minifters of Chrift enter into the facred Inclofure ,

is Ordination, performed according to the Direction of the Holy Scripture, by

thoſe who are allowed ofGod, to be put in 'Tram with the Gofpel, and enjoinedto

commit the fameto faithful Men, who fhall be able to teach others. In this Way

a Succeffion inthe Gofpel Miniftry has been, and is kept up in the Chriflian Church,

and will (no doubt) be continued to the End ofthe World : By miniſterial Ordi

nation, ofwhich you may take this Defcription, in a few Words; as followeth ;

That Ordination to the Work ofthe Golpel Minifry, is the folemn Inaugura

tion, or Scriptural Introduction of a well- qualified Candidate for the Miniftry, into

the publick Profeffion ofthat facred Calling , and regular Exercife of that minifterial

PowerandAuthority, which the Goſpel Paftor receives from Jefus Chrift, the great

King, and fupreme Head ofthe Church ; to whom all Power in Heaven and Earth

is given, by God the Father. So that the Candidate, upon his Ordination , is in

veited with all the Powers of a Gofpel-Minifter, according to the Conflitution of

Chrift's evangelical Kingdom in the World.

This Power, in all the Branches of it , being conveyed by Chrif's Commiffion,

in the Gospel, to all his Minifters, comes alone from him whom the Father hath

givento be Head over all Things to the Church ; and not from Man, no, nor

from anyNumber or Order ofMen under Heaven, whether King, Bithop, Pref

byter, or Laick . In this Senfe, every Gospel Minifter may be faid tobe not ofMen,.

norby Man ; But, as Paul fays, ofhimſelf, by Jefus Chrift and God the Father,

who raiſedhimfrom the Dead. Gal. i . 1. ¶

And yet, there is another Senfe in which all the ordinary Minifters of the Goſpel

maybe faid to be by Men ; inafmuch as their Investiture ( requifite in order to a re

gular Exercife ofthat Power which they receive from Jefus Chrift) is by Man, in

their Ordination . One of the moft folemn
Tra

concerned with inwe

this prefent World ! And accordingly , it is to be and folemnized, with

great Serioufnefs and Devotion, by Fafting, Prayer, and the laying on of Hands ,

Thus Paul and Barnabas were feparated to the Miniftry, of the Gentiles ; as St.

Lukeinforms us, Acts xiii . 3. And when they badfailed andprayed, and laid their

Hands on them, theyfent them away. †
**

As
11 £11.

† John x. 1. , 2. § 1 Theſe ii, 4. 2 Tim, i . 2.

Mat. xxviii. 20. * Mat. xxviii . 18. John II. 35. ↑ Epb . 1. 22.01.2

Jefus Chrift, as Mediator, being made Head over all Things to the Church ,

by Delegation from the Father, the ordinary Minifters of Chrut derive all their

Powers from him, as really as the Apofiles did, tho they cannot exerciſe thoſe.

Powers in an orderly Way, as the Apostles, did in their extraordinary Character,

without Ordination by Men, Butyet, as to the Source and Origine of their Power,

they are not ofMan, nor by Men.

Altho' the extraordinary Gifts of the Holy Ghoft, and an immediate Call

from Heaven, were efteemed fufficient Qualifications , to juftify the Apostles and

their Fellow Labourers, in performing all the Duties of the minifterial Office among

the Jews and their Profelites : Yet when the Gentiles were to be called and graf

ted upontheJewish Stock, the Holy Ghoft was pleafed to appoint a mediate Way

of introducing God's Servants into the Office of theGofpelMiniftry, by Ordination .

And as this was the Ground and Reafon of the Ordination of Paul and Barnabas,

tho' extraordinary Minifters before ; foit was to be the ftanding Method offepara

ting Men to the facred Service of the Miniftry, thro all the fucceeding Ages of

the Church.
30
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As folemn Prayer, with Fafting, in this facred Tranfaction, appears to beagree:

able to divine Inftitution, it having been practiſed in the Apoftolick and pureft Age

ofChristianity, fo it is highly reafonable ; in as-much as thofe that are dovoted to

the important Services of the Gofpel Miniftry, need not only thofe divine Influen

ces and Communications, which are neceffary for Chriftians in a private Capacity,

-during their warfare State here below ; but thofe fpecial Aids of the Holy Ghoft,

and more plentiful Communications of Light, Life, Grace, and Power, requifite

to a faithful and fuccefsful Difcharge of the facred Truft committed to them, as

Minifters ofChrist , (a ) For the obtaining of which precious Bleffings , it is at we

fhould, upon fuch folemn Occafions, humble ourſelves before God, and pray, with

Fafting. (b)

Impofition , or the laying on ofHands, is a facred Rité or Ceremony, that has

been used on various Occafions , and to diverfe Purpoſes, in Times pait . Such as

the conferring the extraordinary Gifts of the Holy Ghoft ; (c) and working mira

culous Cures. (d) Sometimes as a Token of an Execration or Curfe ; fuch was

the Cafe ofthe Priests laying their Hands upon the Heads of the Beaſts, that were

flain as Sin- Offering under the Law : (e) And yet, more frequently, as a Rite of

as be fhewn in a ofInftances; But for the moſt,

Part, it has been used as a facred Rite of Confecration ; whereby the Perfon upon

whom Hands are impofed , is dedicated and devoted to fome facred Function ; im

mediately relating to the Service of God and his People . Thus Mofes laid his

Hands uponJofua, whenhe fet him over the Congregation of Ifrael ; then under

a Theocratical Government, and gave him a Charge, Numb. xxvii . 23. And thus

(as has been already obſerved) Paul and Barnabas (though extraordinary Miniſters

before) were ordained to the Miniftry of the Gentiles, as Multitudes have been

fince in the like facred Form.

Laying on ofHands in Ordination , feems to be defigned partly as a Token of

the Candidate's Confecration, or folemn Separation to the facred minifterial Func

tion ; and partly as a facred Rite ofBenediction , pointing out the particular Perfon,

who, in this folemn Tranfaction, is recommended to the divine Bleffing, in Con

formity to ancient Patterns of this Kind, both under the Old -Teftament and the

New. Inboth, the Minifters of Religion engaged in the Solemnities of an Ordi

nation, obferve a divine Institution, and thereby exprefs their Dependance upon

God's Prefence and Bleffing, to fucceed thePerfon uponwhom they lay theirHands,

in the great Work to which he is thus devoted . For which Purpoſe, by folemn

Prayer, with Fafting, they offer up their Requefts to God, that he might be made

an able, faithful and fuccefsful Minifter of the New-Teftament, not of the Letter

bat of the Spirit; (g) thereby recommending him to the Grace of God, (b) that ,

by Help obtained from Heaven, he might fulfil the Miniftry he receives of the

Lord Jefus, to teftify the Gospel ofthe Grace ofGod. (i)

This facred Rite of laying on of Hands in Ordination, tho ' it may be look'd

upon byfome, to be a Matter of little Weight and Confequence ; and, indeed, ſet

ting afide the Confideration of divine Institution, it is fmall, in compariſon ofthe

other folemn A&ts of Devotion, that go into the Conftitution of a regular and ſcrip

tural Ordination : Yet , it cannot ( as I conceive) be neglected without Sin . For

it is of fuch Importance, in the folemn Tranfaction, that the Whole ofOrdination,

is fometimes exprefs'd by it ; as may be feen in St. Paul's Caution to Timothy, with

Refpe&t to the Perfons he fhould ordain, 1 Tim. v. 22. Lay Hands fuddenly on no

'I Man

(a) 1 Tim. i. 11 .
vi. 20. (b) A.7. xiv . 23. (c) viiii . 17. 18. 19, (d) Mark

vi . 5. 47. xxviii . 8. ( e ) Exod. xxix. 10. ( ) Gen. xlviii . 14. Mark x, 16.

(g) 2 Cor . iii . 6. (h) 4a. xiv. 25. (i) Col. iv. 17.

{

Acts xx. 24.
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Man :---And probably the Holy Spirit has feen fit to make Uſe ofthis facred Rite,

as expreffive of the Whole of Ordination, to put an Honour upon the Inftitution ;

andto add Force and Weight to it, as an Act and Token of Office Power inthe

Ordainers.

Thus muchofthe Nature of Ordination ; the Effence of which lies principally

in the Things I have mentioned.

Butthen, as to the Appendages ofOrdination, it may be added , That theCan

didate beingthus folemnly feparated to the facred Function of the Goſpel Ministry,

byFafting, Prayer, and the laying on ofHands, is now to be confidered as one in

vefted with all the Powers of the Goſpel-Paftor and Teacher. And , accordingly,

it is not only reaſonable, but agreeable to Scripture, that a folemn Charge fhould

be addreffed to him, in the Name ofthe Lord.

The Work ofthe Miniftry is of vaft Weight and Importance ; the Difficulties,

Difcouragements and Temptations that Miniſters meet with, in this arduous and

difficult Work, are many, very many, and very great : And Minifters are Men of

like Paffions, Infirmities, and finful Imperfections with other Men. § How expe

dient then, and neceffary is it, that the great and important Duties of their facred

Calling, fhould be urged and inculcated upon them, by a folemn Charge, agree

able to Scripture Precedents. Such as that of St. Paul to Timothy, in his 2d Epif

4th Chap. at the Beginning : Which you may take as a Specimen, in thefe Words,

Icharge thee therefore, before God, and the Lord Jefus Chrift, who shalljudge both

the Quick and the Dead, at his appearing and his Kingdom : Preach theWord, be

inftant inSeafon, out of Seafon, reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all Long-fuffering

andDoctrine.

Confequent upon the Charge, ufually follows the Right Hand ofFellowship , ‡

The Purport and Meaning ofwhich ( as I conceive) is this ; A publick Declaration

and Acknowledgement of the minifterial Power and Authority of the Perfon or..

dained, as one regularly invefted with all the Office Powers of the Gospel- Paftor .

and Teacher ; including in it, an Admiffion into minifterial Fellowship and Com

munion ; with an Engagement of mutual Affiftance, both on the Part ofthe Or

dainers, and on the Part of the Ordained, as there fhall be Occafion, in the Ser

vice ofone common Lord, and Advancement of one grand Intereft, even that of

the Redeemer's Kingdom among Men. For allthe true Minifters of Chrift, are

Brethren and Companions, in the Labours and Tribulations of the Goſpel ; and in

theKingdom and Patience of Jefus Chrift : | And accordingly fhould, with one

Heart and with one Soul, purfue the important Defign of their facred Miffion.

Now, whatever Diverſity ofPractice there may be, as to Form ; yet ( as I humbly

conceive) thefe Things included in the Right Hand ofFellowship, may, without

Impropriety, be expreffed in a fuitable Addrefs, directed, especially and particularly

to the newly ordained Minifter ; accompanied with a giving the Right Hand, as a

Token offuch a Relation acknowledged , andfuch mutual Engagements ftipulated. ,

This (I apprehend ) was the Meaning of that friendly and fraternal Treatment,

which Paul and Barnabas met withfrom three of the Apostles, after they were or

dained to the Miniftry of the Gentiles ; of which St. Paul himſelfgives the fol

lowing Account ; Gal.ii 9. And when James, Cephas and John, who seemed to

be Pillars, perceived the Grace ofGod that was given unto me, they gave to me and

Barnabas

§ A&t. xiv. 15. Gal. iv . 13. 14. Fam. v. 17.

Tho' this Order has generally obtained by Cuftom ; yet, in my humble Opi

nion, there would be a greater Propriety in giving the Right Hand of Fellowſhip

before the Charge . Forafmuch as the Candidate ordained, fhould be owned and

acknowledgedto be a Miniſter of Chrift, before a Charge is addreffed to him as fuch.

Philem. 7. Rev. i 9.|
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Barnabasthe Right Hands ofFellowship, that weshould go unto the Gentiles, and

they unto the Circumcifion. ---Accordingly, whatever Part of Chrift's Vineyard his

Ambaffadors are employed in, whether as fix'd Paſtors , itinerant Miniſters, they

ought to own, efteem, and treat one another as Fellow-Labourers, § Fellow-Hel

pers, * and Brethren beloved ; † and fhould be received by all the Churches of

Chrift, whereverthey are called to labour, whether ftatedly or occafionally, as

Meffengers of God, and Minifters of Chrift. I

Futhermore, in-as-much as there are Duties ofvery great Importance, incumbent

upon a People towards their Paftor, and upon the Churches of Chrift, towards the

Minifters ofReligion ; it is tho't proper by many, that as a folemn Charge is given

to the Minifter upon his Ordination ; fo a particular Exhortation fhould be addref

fed untothe People, over and above what may have been offered to theſe Purpoſes

in the Ordination Sermon . And I perfuade myſelf, that none will think fuch an

Exhortation unfuitable or unfeaſonable upon an Ordination Day.

Thus I have given you fome Account ofthe Nature ofOrdination, with its Ap

pendages : The various Articles of which, you may fee exemplified, in the Ordina

tion before us.

I fhall now (with as much Brevity as is confiftent with any gcod Degree of Perfpi

cuity and Evidence) fay fomething concerning the Office and Character ofthofe

that have a Right, according to the Gofpel Conftitution, to feparate others to the

facred Service ofthe evangelical Miniftry, by fuch an Ordination as I have defcri

bed, or fhewwho have Power from Chrift to ordain others to that facred Service.

And I hope you will afford me an attentive Ear, with an unprejudiced Mind, while

I endavour to fhew you how this important Point is fettled in the Holy Scriptures ;

which ſhould be our dernier Refort in all Matters of religious Contoverfy : Thofe

efpecially, that relate to pofitive Inftitutions, which ought to be determined by a

ThusJaith the Lord, or what is equivalent thereunto ; and not by the Suffrage of

Antiquity, or Judgment of Men, bethey ofnever fo great Fame.

Andhere, being perfuaded that I have good Ground, not only from Reafon but

Scripture, I fcruple not to affert and declare, negatively,

That the Right and Power of Ordination does not belong to the Laity, fo called,

byWay of Diftinction fromthe Clergy, who are invefted withthe Powers of the

Gofpel Paftor and Teacher. For, altho' Prayer be a moral Duty incumbent upon

all Men, according to the Dictates of the Light of Nature ; and exprefsly enjoined

in Holy Scripture, upon thofe that enjoy the Light of divine Revelation, even

folemn Prayer, withFafting, upon fome fpecial Occafions : Yet, fuch folemn Prayer,

with the Impofition ofHands in Ordination, has fomething in it of pofitive Right;

and is an Act and Exercife of Office- Power in the Church of Chrift : Confequently,

cannot belong to Laymen, who have neither Part nor Lot in this Office- Power.

All the Pleas therefore that have been or can be made in Favour of Lai-Ordination ,

will notjuftify thofe Laymen, nor clear them from a profane and prefumptuous In- .

vafion of the minifterial Office, who venture upon the folemn Formalities ofOrdi

nation ;
fince there is not fo much as one Precept or Precedent for it, in allthe

Scriptures ofthe New-Teftament : But it is plain enough limitted to thofe that are

invefted with the Office of the Gospel-Paftor, as one fpecial Article or Branch of

their Office- Power. (a) I'

§ Thef. iii. 2. Philem. i. *
24. 2 Cor. viii. 23. † 2Pet. iii . 15 .

2 Chron. xxxvi . 16. Mal. ii . 7. 1 Cor. iv. I.

(a ) As Mofes was admonished ofGod, when he was about to make the Taber

nacle, to make all Things according to the Pattern fhewed to him in the Mount,

Heb.viii . 5. compare Exod. xxv, 4. nothing was left to his own Invention , nor

to the Fancy ofthe Workmen, or to the People's Humour: But the Will ofGod,

was

&
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I go on therefore to fhew you, pofitively, who the Right and Power of Ordina

tion does belong to ; or who are invefted with Power from Chrift to ordain others

to the facred Service of the Gofpel Miniſtry .
And

was to be religiously obferved in every Article and Punctilio : So, undoubtedly, it

is the Duty of the Goſpel Church, and her Minifters, exactly to obſerve and ftrict

ly to adhere to all the Inftitutions of Chrift made known, either by himſelf or his

infpired Apoftles, under the New-Teftament. All his Orders must be obſerved ,

and Ordinances adminiftred according to his Appointment ; which is to be learned ,

either from Precepts or Examples, or both. That Inftruction of Chrift to his Mini

fters and Churches , Mat. xxviii. 20. to obſerve all Things whatfover he has com

manded us, is of thefame Import with that Admonition to Mofes,mentioned above ;

and is folemnly enforced by thofe awful Words wherewith not only the Book of

St. John's Revelation, but the facred Canon of Holy Scripture is clofed , Rev. xxii .

18, 19. For Iteftify unto every Man that beareth the Words of the Prophecy of this

Book, if any Manfhall add unto thefe Things, Godfhall add unto him the Plagues

that are written in this Book. And if any Manfhall take awayfrom the Words of

the Book ofthis Prophecy , God.ball take away his Part out ofthe Book of Life, and

eut of the Holy City, andfrom the Things which are written in this Book.

Now it is certain, that Gofpel Churches, and the Office of Gofpel Minifters , as

well as the publick Ordinances they adminifter, are Matters of Divine Inftitution ;

and tho' in them the Duties of naturalWorſhip are attended and performed, yet that.

which relates to Modes, Orders and Ordinances, is principally, if not wholly,

Matter ofpofitive Right ; being founded in, and fpringing from the fovereign

Pleaſure of the great Head and King ofthe Church.

This is the Cafe with Refpect to Gofpel Minifters, whether ordinary or extraor

dinary ; they are Chrift's Afcenfion Gifts, Eph. iv. 8, 11 , 12. God, by him,

hath fet them in the Church, 1 Cor. xii . 28. Now how fhould we have known

what Officers Chrift hath fet in his Church, had not he revealed it ? Or that any

one, as well as another, might not have been a Teacher, contrary to that of the

Apoftle, ver. 29, 30. Are all Apofiles ? Are all Prophets? Are all Teachers ? &c.

And then, tho' Reafon may dictate fome Things, with Refpect to their neceffary

Qualifications, as divine Revelation has more fully done : Yet, how ſhould we

have known in what Way and Manner, and by whom, they are to be introduced

into the facred Function, ifthe Mind of Chrift herein , was not made known to us

in the New-Teftament ? Surely we must have been at a Lofs . But as Mofes was

faithful to him that appointed him, in all his Houſe, as a Servant, fo Chrift being

more fo, as a Son over his own Houſe, (Heb. iii . 2 , 5 , 6. ) hath given us fufficient

Direction, not only as to the Manner of, but alſo, as to the Order of Men that are

to tranfact this folemn Affair.

And ifwe ſhould examine all the Ordinations of which there is any Account in

the New-Teftament, we fhall find that they were performed by Gospel Minifters,

either ordinary or extraordinary, and not the leaft Intimation of one Layman con

cerned in them as an Ordainer. Even the first Seven Deacons chofen by the

Church were ordained by the Apoſtles, A&. vi . 6. And they (the Apoſtles) no

doubt, ordained many others to the Miniftry of the Word and Sacraments, &c.

until the Church was furnished with a fufficient Number ofMinifters, to manage

this Branch of the minifterial Office ; and then we find the ordinary Minifters of

the Gospel, engaged in the folemn Work of Ordination , according to divine Di

rection . For thus St. Paul, under the Infpiration of the Holy Ghoft, writes to Timo

thy, as one allowed ofGod, to be put in Tuft with the Goſpel ; and directs him to

committhefameto faithful Men, who should be able to teach others alío, 2 Tim. ii 2 .

compared
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And here, let it be remembred, that the whole of Ordination is fometimes ex

preffed by the facred Rite of laying on of Hands, as has been already obferved from

1 Tim. v. 22. to which may be added, Heb. vi . 2 .

Now the laying on of Hands in the folemn Bufinefs of Ordination, is exprefsly

ſpoken of, as belonging to, and an Act ofthe Prefbytery; as is plain in St. Paul's

cautionary Admonition to Timothy, with Refpect to his own Ordination, in theſe

Words, Neglect not the Gift whichis in thee, which was given thee by Prophecy,

with the laying on of the Hands of the Prefbytery ; 1 Tim. iv. 14. Not a Word

here, nor elſewhere in the Holy Bible, of the laying on of the Hands of Laity :--

No, nor ofthelaying on of the Hands ofthe Epifcopacy, or Confiftory ofBishops,

as fuperior to the Prefbyterian Order. St.

compared, Thef. i . 1. ii . 4. And he tells Titus, that this was one End for which

he left him in Crete, to ordain Elders in every City, Tit. i . 5. or rather in every

Church.---- Now, what Need of this, ifthe Right and Power of Ordination is in

the Church, or belongs to Laymen . The Church might have ordained their own

Miniſters, and there had been no Occafion of St. Paul's leaving Titus at Crete upon

this Account ; nor giving thoſe Directions to Timothy, which carry in them the

Force of a Precept being given by divine Infpiration.

Moreover Paul and Barnabas, when deſtined to the Miniftry ofthe Gentiles , tho'

extraordinary Minifters before, were ordained not by the Church at Antioch, but

by the Minifters of that Church, according to the Direction of the Holy Ghoft

A. xiii. 1 , 2 , 3. Now there were in the Church that was at Antioch, certain Pro

phets andTeachers . As they miniftred to the Lord andfafted, the Holy Ghoftfaid,

Separate me Barnabas and Saul, for the Work whereunto I have called them. And

when they badfaftedandprayed, and laid their Hands onthem, theyfent them away.

Here is an exprefs Commiffion to thoſe Prefbyters in the Church of Antioch, to or

dain Barnabas and Saul, alias Paul, but not a Word to the Church or Laity : And

here is an Example of Prefbyters ordaining according to the Direction ofthe Holy

Ghoft ; and confequently (as St. Paul'sDirections and Orders to Timothy and Titus,

mentioned above) carrying with them the Force ofa Precept, is a fufficient War

rant for the Miniſters of the Gofpel, in every Age of the Chriftian Church, to or

dain others to the Work ofthe Miniſtry, when duly called to it. But a plain impli

cit Difapprobation of Lai -Ordination, fince there is neither Precept nor Precident

for it in the New-Teftament ; nor fo much as the leaſt Hint of any Layman's being

concerned in any of the Ordinations, we have an Account of in the Goſpel, as an

Ordainer.

t

---

Itwas a celebrated Saying of Dr. Uber, that Ordinis eft Ordinare : And I think

it is evident, from what has been faid , that it belongs to the minifterial Office, as

an infeparable Branch of it. And if we examine the principal Pleas made in Favour

of Lai -Ordination, and lay them in the Ballance againſt what has been offered

above, we ſhall find them to be light and trivial.

Ifthe Church's Right of Election, be pleaded in Favour of Lai-Ordination,

againſt what has been ſaid above , as it is by fome, who fay, If the Church or Peo

ple have a Right to chufe their own Minifter, which is the Greater, then they have

a Power to ordain him which is the Leffer : I answer,

Tho' it be allowed that the Church or People have a Right to chuſe their own

Paftor, under proper Limitations ; fuch in particular, as fubmitting the Qualifica

tions of the Candidate, to the Examination, Judgment, and Approbation ofthe

Prefbytery, or proper Minifters of Religion, who must be allowed to be the moſt

proper Judges: Yet, it is aMatter of Difpute, whether Election be, in every Refpect,

greater than Ordination ; I trow not.---But yet, allowing it to be fo, It will not

K thence
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1

1

St. Paul, it is true, fpeaks ofthe Gift ofGodwhich was inTimothy, bytheput

ting on ofhis Hands. His Words are thefe, Wherefore Iput thee in remembrance,

that thou fir up the Gift of God which is in thee, by the putting on of my Hands,

2 Tim. i. 6. Ifby the Gift of God here, be meant the Gift or Office ofthe Mini

ftry, (which undoubtedly is the Gift fpoken of in the forecited Text) then either

Timothy was ordained twice, once by the Prefbytery, and another Time by St. Paul,

or elfe the Apoftle andthe Prefbytery were united, and acted in concert in his Or

dination. But the former, i . e. Timothy's being ordained twice, (I think) can, by

no

thence follow, that the Laity have a Right and Power to ordain, fince ( as I have

fhown) this Work is peculiarly limitted to the Miniſters of the Gospel, as belonging

to their Office-Power : And not the leaft Countenance, either by Precept or Prece

dent, given to Ordination by Laymen. So that the Comparifon between chufing

and ordaining, little affects the prefent Argument.

If any object againſt what has been offered, and in Favour of Lai-Ordination

fay, that in Cafe of Trefpaffes or Offences, we are directed by Chriſt, to deal with

an offending Brother privately in the firft Place ; and ifthe End offraternal Admo

nition is not anſwered by this Method, then to tell it unto the Church, Mat.xviii. 15

16, 17.---Ifhe neglect to hear thee, tell it unto the Church.--- And from hence con

cludethe Authority of the Church or Laity, to be fo great, that they are inveſted

with the Power of Ordination . To fuch I would fay,

That as there is a Diverfity of Opinions about the Quality ofthe Church here

mentioned ; fo it may be fomewhat difficult to determine who, or what Church it

is that Chrift refers to here. Ifby the Church here be meant (as fome would have

it) only Catus Fidelium, or the Church diſtinct from her Officers ; it cannot be fup

pofed that there is any Thing more than a Power of Judgment allowed unto them ,

furely not an Office- Power : For this would be a blending the Clerk and the Laick

together; and a confoundingthe Distinction between Paftors and People, thofe that .

rule, and thofe that ought to bein Subjection, who are plainly diftinguished in 1 Thef.

V. 12, 13. Heb. xiii. 7, 17 et alibi.--Hence I think it is evident, that the Church

to which Chrift refers here, is the Church to whom he has committed the Keys,

and a Power of exercifing them ; and this cannot be meant of a Church without

her Officers : For the Keys both of Doctrine and Difcipline, are committed to the

Church as organized, and fo capable of exercifing them, as is evident from Mat.

xviii. 18. or rather to the Minifters and Officers of the Church, ſee Mat. xvi. 19 .

And ifthis be the Cafe ( as undoubtedly it is ) the objected Text will be ſo far from

favouring, that it will militate againſt Lai-Ordination : For it is the Minifters and

not the People that are to exercife the Power of the Keys . As in other Inſtances,

fo in this of opening the Door, and introducing well- qualified Candidates into the

facred Incloſure ofthe Gofpel Miniftry by Ordination .

But fome may further object, and plead the Neceflity of Lai-Ordination in fome

Inftances ; as particularly, in the Cafe of a Number ofChriftians being caft on a

defolate Ifland, or providentially removed from the Reft of the Chriflian World, at

fuch a Diſtance, that Ordination by Minifters cannot be obtained , tho ' they have

one amongthem otherwife qualified to be their Teacher. To which I answer,

ThatI very much Queſtion , whether any ſuch Cafe ever has been or ever will be

true in Fact, of a Number of Chriftians , fo feparated from the Reft ofthe Chriftian.

World (in a Place where they might have the Liberty ofattending the Ordinances

of Chriftianity) that Ordination by the Hands of Prefbyters, might not be obtained.

in due Time, tho' not fo foon as might be wifh'd. And that which very much

ftrengthens the Doubt is this, that Jefus Chrift, who not only knew what the State

of
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no Means, be allowed as true in Fact ; for this plain Reafon, becauſe a Perfon or

dained once, according to the Golpel Conftitution , is, by Virtue of that Ordina

tion, inveſted with all the Powers of a Goſpel Minifter. It would therefore be ab

furd and unreaſonable to repeat the Solemnity, ifnot wretched trifling, and an.

impious Profanation of the facred Ordinance, there being no Occafion for it. And

ifthe latter be admitted, as fome would have it, that the Apoftle and Prefbytery

were united, and acted in Conjunction in Timothy's Ordination ; then, fince we

find no Marks of Diftinction between the Apostle's Power, and the Power of the

Prefbytery in this Ordination, there is good Ground to conclude, that St. Paul

acted in his ordinary Capacity, as a Prefbyter or Elder ; for fo the Apoftles, (and

St. Paul among the Reft) fometimes did, as might be made evident from fundry

Paffages in the Acts of the Apoſtles . § It is indeed evident, beyond Difpute, that

they

oftheChriftianChurch in all its Branches, from its firftErection, and of all theChil

dren of God, even to the End ofthe World, would be, but was faithful in all his

Houfe as a Son ; has made no Provifion for any fuch Cafe. But if fuch a Cafe is, or.

fhould be, (in my humble Opinion) it is the Duty of a People, under fuch Circum

ftances, to wait upon and worship God, in fuch Duties of Religion as they may and

ought to attend without a Paftor, and not to profane a facred Inftitution, thatthey

might enjoy fpecial Ordinances ; which would be doing Evil that Good might.

come ofit.

But then, there is another Cafe in which fome plead a Sort of Neceffity : It is

this, There are not a few in the late tumultuous Seafons of Separation and Divi

fion, who fay the ftanding Miniftry is corrupt, dead, formal, conformed to the

World, immoral, &c. And therefore, they must come out from among them, be

feparate, and fet up the Miniftry among themfelves. To fuch as thofe I would fay,

That Corruption in Principle, a dead Formality , Conformity to the World, and

Immorality, are much to be lamented, in profeffing Chriftians of a private Charac

ter; but much more fo in thofe that fuftain the facred Character of Goſpel Minifters .

And indeed, Herefy and grofs Immorality, will difqualify them for the facred

Function ; and a Separation from them may be juftified, ifthey are not fufpended ;

which ought to be done. But then, is this the Cafe of all ? No, bleffed be God, there'

is a goodlyNumber of orthodox, pious , zealous and judicious Minifters ofChriftin

the Land, even in this corrupt Age. And it is very evident, that thoſe who make

this Plea, tojuftify their finful Separations, and impious Invafions ofthe minifterfal

Office, not only run into fuch wild Extravigancies as are a Reproach to Reafon

and human Nature ; but fome ofthem into grofs Immoralities. And it certainly

concerns them, to confider how they fhall be able to account to the Judge ofall, for

their unjustifiable Separations, and unfcriptural Ordinations, when this Enquiry

fhall be made, By what Authority doft thou thefe Things ? And who gave thee

this Authority ?

As it is indifputábly evident, that the Apoftles, as Minifters of Chrift, fuftai

ned a two-fold Character, the one extraordinary, which was that of an Apoftle

in the Scripture Senfe of that Office, and the other ordinary, namely, that

of a Prefbyter or Elder ; fo it may be made fufficiently plain, by a Variety ofIn

ftances, that they acted in both thefe different Capacities, fometimes in the one,

and fometimes in the other. One or two Inftances in both Cafes may be mention

ed here. The firft is that of St. Peter, who, in the Cafe of Ananias and Sapphira,

acting in the extraordinary Capacity of an Apoftle, under the immediate Direction

of the Holy Ghoft, difcovered their Sacrilegious Fact, and wretched Falfhood ,"

difcerned the Wickedness oftheir Hearts, and, by the apoftolick Rod, punished

them
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theyfuitained the Character of Elders or Prefbyters : St. Peter, that eminent Apo

ftle ofthe Circumcifion , exprefsly calling himself fo in his firft Epiftle, 5th Chap.

at the Beginning ; and St. John, the favourite Difciple too , in his 2d and 3d Epif

tles. And it is more than probable, that they frequently acted in that Capacity.

And ifthis was the Cafe of St. Paul in Timothy's Ordination , it was no more than

a Preſbyterian Ordination : For tho' St. Paul was an Apoſtle, yet his Hand, in the

fuppofed Cafe, is to be confidered as that of a Preſbyter.

But the Gift of God, which Timothy received by the putting on ofthe Apoſtle's

Hands, was (as I humbly conceive) fomething diftinct from his Ordination : Ifay

quite diftinct from his Ordination ; which, according to the Prophecies that went

before ofhim, I was performed by the laying on of the Hands ofthe Preſbytery . ‡

But hereceived the extraordinary Gifts of the Holy Ghoft, by the putting on of

the Apoſtle's Hands ; and this I conclude, is the Gift intended in the last cited Text

to Timothy. And if this was the Cafe, (which is moft probable) then St. Paulhad.

no Hand at all in Timothy's Ordination, as an Ordainer. But the whole Solemnity,

was managed and performed by the Prefbytery ; and fo ( ftrictly speaking) it was,

wholly a Prefbyterian Ordination .

And accordingly, all the Ordinations we have an Account of in the New-Tefta

ment, were performed by Prefbyters, or Men acting in that Character and Ca

pacity. Byfuch were Paul and Barnabas ordained, tho' extraordinary Miniſters

before, as I have already obſerved , A&t. xiii . 1 , 2 , 3. § And as fuch they ordained

others, A&t. xiv. 23. By fuch was Timothy ordained, as is abundantly evident from

what has been already faid . Such were Timothy and Titus, and as fuch they were

directed to ordain others ; See 2 Tim. ii . 2. Tit. i. 5.

Now

them with immediate Death, A&t . v . 1 .--- 10 . Ofthe fame Kind, tho' different in

Degree, was the Puniſhment inflicted by St. Paul upon Elymas the Sorcerer, for

perverting the right Ways ofthe Lord, A&. xiii . 8 , --- 11 . To which I may add,

that the Apoftles acted in their extraordinary Character, when they conferred the

miraculous Gifts ofthe Holy Ghoft, it being a Power and Honour peculiar to them,

A&. viii . 14,---- 2 1. But then, at other Times, we find the Apoſtles acting in their

ordinary Capacity, as Prefbyters . This is clear in that famous Synod or Council,

held at Jerufalem, to decide the Controverfy that had rifen in the Church of

Antioch, concerning Circumcifion, and the Obfervation of the ceremonial Law :

Ofwhich we have an Account, A&t. xv. The Members of this Council, were the

Apoftles andElders of the Church of Jeruſalem, ver . 6. TheMatter ofControverfy

(itfeems) was largely debated in this Synod ; and to ripen Things for a Determi

nation, we find fundry ofthe Apoftles , firft Peter, then Paul and Barnabas, after

that James, reaſoning upon the Cafe, and after that giving their Judgment, ver.

7,-----29. Whereas, had they acted in their extraordinary Character, they might,

as infallible Guides ofthe Church, have determined the Cafe by their apoftolick

Authority, under the immediate Direction of the Holy Ghoſt ; and added ſome

extraordinary Confirmation oftheir Determination , if needful .

|| Tim. i . 18. It ſeems there had been Prophefies before of Timothy, that he

fhould be taken into the Miniſtry, and prove eminent in the facred Calling ; and

for this Reason, I conceive, the Gift of the Miniftry is faid to be given to him by

Prophecy, with the laying on ofthe Hands of the Prefbytery. 1 Tim. iv. 14.

t2 Tim. i. 6 .

§ They were not Apoftles nor Diocefan Biſhops, but ftated Minifters in the

Church at Antioch, of equal Authority, tho' fome, if not all of them, might be

endued with extraordinary Gifts, in that Age of Miracles .
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Now, from thefe Scripture Precedents, without the Addition of any more, it is

evident, that the Right and Power ofOrdination does belongto Prefbyters as fuch;

or to the ordinary ſtanding Minifters of the Gofpel ; fuch as are called Paſtors and

Teachers, Eph . iv. 11. But most frequently deſcribed by the Character of Pref

byters or Elders ; ‡ and fometimes called Biſhops : * For the fame Perfons that

are called Elders in one Place, are called Biſhops in another ; they being only

two diftinct Names or Characters for one and the fame Officer, in the Church of

Chrift ; as may be ſeen in Act. xx. ver. 17, compared with the 28th, Tit. i. 5.

withthe 7th, and elſewhere. †
"

And thefe are the Officers to whomthe Right and Power of Ordination does be

long, as I obferv'dbut juſt now.

And, indeed, it muſt belong to them, or to none. For altho ' human and civil

Conftitutions have multiplied, and made a great Diftin&tion of Officers, withwhich

fome Churches are burdened, ifnot corrupted ; § and which the Holy Scriptures

know nothing of: Yet, bydivine Inftitution, there are no Officers in the New Teſta

ment Church, inveſted with the Powers of the Gofpel Paftor, fuperior to Prefby

ters or Elders ; nor have there been any fince the apoftolick Age . For the apofto

lick Office expired with the Perfons of the Apoftles ; and they have no Succeffors

in their extraordinary Character, as Apoſtles , but in their ordinary Capacity as

Prefbyters only.

This being a Point ofno fmall Importance in the preſent Subject of Enquiry,

deferves fome particular Attention : And it might be argued, with a fatisfying De

gree ofClearnefs, from the Way and Manner in which the Apoſtles were ſent forth

upon their extraordinary Ambaffy, as Apoftles ; there having been none from

that Time to this, that ever received the fame Miffion immediately from Chriſt, in

that extraordinary Way and Manner as the Apoſtles did ; of which we have an

Accountin John xx. 21 , 22.

But left I offend by too great a Degree ofProlixity, I fhall wave this Argument

here, and put the Evidence of the Point upon a Confideration oftwo extraordinary

Qualifications,

1 Tim. v. 1, 17, 19. A. xiv . 23. xv. 6. 1 Pet . V. 1. et alibi, * Pilip. i. 1 .

1 Tim. iii. 1 , 2.

As the Names of Bishop and Prefbyter are promifcuouſly uſed in the New

Teftament, as defcriptive ofthe Goſpel Paftor and Teacher, or the ordinary ſtan

ding Minifters of Chrift ; fo from an Identity ofNames, may be argued an Identity

of Offices . Thus in A&. xx . St. Paul having fent to Ephefus, and called the Elders

ofthat Churchto Miletas, where he then was, ver. 17. gives them this Charge,

ver. 28. Take Heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the Flock over which the

Holy Ghoff bath made you OVERSEERS ( Bishops in the Original) to feed the Church

ofGod, &c. From which it is evident, that the Government ofthe Church ofEphe

fus was committed to a Plurality of Elders, or Prefbytery, and not to a ſingle Per

fon, or Diocefan Bifhop ; and confequently, that Prefbyters have aPower ofOrdina

tion, fince the Powers of Ordination and Government go together. Yea, that they

have a Right by Scripture to all thofe Powers which Chrift has granted to any of

his ftanding Minifters, bywhat Character foever they are deſcribed .

Andthe Apoftle having (in Tit. i . 5, 6. ) laid down fome ofthe Qualifications of

the Elders, whom he left Titus to ordain in every City or Church at Crete , gives this

Reafon (ver. 7. ) for infifting on thofe Qualifications, For a Bishop must be blame

lefs , as the Steward ofGod, &c. which would be no Reafon at all, unless the Apo

file intended the fame Officer bythe Bishop , ver. 7. as he did by the Elders, ver. 5 .

and inveſted with the fame Powers ; both of Ordination and Jurifdiction .

Archbishops, Diocefan Bishops, Deans, Chapters, Prebends, Archdeacons ,

Parfons, Vicars, Curates, & c. L

}
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Qualifications, effentially neceffary to conftitute an Apoſtle, in the Scripture Senfe

of that Character ; which have long fince ceafed, and are not to be found among

any Order of Men upon Earth.

One ofwhich Qualifications, was a Sight of Jefus Chrift, with the Eyes of the

Body after his Refurrection: Not that all thoſe who thusfawChrift were Apoftles :

No, they muſt have an apoftolick Miffion, with other effential Qualifications be-..

longing to an Apoftle. But without this none could be Apoftles, in the true Scrip

ture Senſe of that Character and Office. For one main Article of that Buſineſs ,..

which the Apoftles were fent forth upon, was to be Witneffes ofthe Death and

Refurrection ofJefus Chrift. Important Facts, upon which the Truth, the Hopes,..

and the Comforts of our Holy Religion eminently depends ! Now it being requi

fite that Witneſſes fhould be able to teftify to a Truth or Matter of Fact, from their

own perfonal Knowledge ; it was therefore one neceffary Qualification of an

Apoftle, that he had feen Jefus after his Refurrection, that fo he might be a good

Evidence of his having declared himſelf to bethe Son of God, with Power, by his

Refurrectionfrom the Dead. ‡

Hence, whenthe Vacancy in the College of the Apoftles, made bythe Treafon

of Judas, † was to be filled up, it was required as a neceffary Qualification in the

Perſon that ſhould ſupply it, that he was one who had accompanied with the Apof

tles, all the Time that the Lord Jefus went in and out amongthem ; beginning,

from the Baptiſm ofJohn, unto that fame Daythat he was taken up from them ;

that he might be a Witneſs with them of Chrift's Refurrection : See A&. i . 21 , 22 .

Upon this Account, the Apostle Paul had an extraordinary Vifion of Chrift, af

ter his Refurrection ; not only in his Journey to Damafcus, but when he was

caught up into the third Heaven, § where we may fuppofe his Sight of Chriſt,'

was more immediate and full . And he, as a Witnefs of Chrift's Refurrection,

could fay, laft of all , He was feen of me also, as one born (i.e. to the apoftolick

Office) out of due Time, 1 Cor. xv . 8. And upon this Footing, challenged thoſe that

difputed his Apoſtleſhip, in fuch Language as this, Am I not an Apoftie? HaveI

not leen Jefus Chrift our Lord ? 1 Cor. ix. 1 .

Thusmuch forthe prefent, ofthe first extraordinary Qualification of an Apoſtle,

in his peculiar and diſtinguiſhed Character.

Moreover, that the Apoftles might be enabled to produce, inconteftible Creden

tials of their extraordinary Miffion and Authority ; another pre-requifite Qualifi

cation, was their being furniſhed with the extraordinary Gifts of the Holy Ghoft,

that fo they might have Power to confirm the new and fublime Doctrines they

fhould preach, and the furprifing Facts they should declare by miraculous Opera

tions and Effects .

That Branch therefore of their Commiffion, by which they acted in their ex

traordinary Character, as Apoftles, feems to bethe moft plainly and fully expreffed,

by our Lord Redeemer, in the forecited xxth of John, ver. 21. where, fpeaking

to the Apoſtles, he faid, As the Fatherbathfent me, even fofend 1 you. For it fol

lows, ver. 22. And when he hadfaid this, he breathedon them, andfaid, receiveye

the HolyGhoft¶ Which muſt be meant ofthe miraculous Gifts of the Holy Ghoft,

and

Chriſt was feen after his Reſurrection , by many that were not Apoftles, Mat.

xxviii. 9. 1 Cor. xx . 6. ‡ Rom. i . 4. † A&t. i. 25. || A&t . ix. 3 , ---8 . § 2 Cor . xit.

19---7. And as St. Paulhad an extraordinary Vifion of Chrift at both thofe Seaſons,

fo he had an extraordinary Miſſion : See Act . xxvi. 16 , 17 , 18. correfpondent to

that John xx. 21 , 22 .

In the ftricteft Senfe (fays Mr. Henry) this is a fpecial Commiffion to the

Apoftles themſelves , andthe firſt Preachers of the Gofpel ; who (being endued with

the
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and not of his fanctifying Influences ; for they had received the Holy Ghoft, as a

Spirit of Sanctification before this : But now had a Specimen and Earneſt of the

more plentiful Effufions ofthe Holy Ghoſt, in his extraordinary Gifts and Powers

after Chrift's Afcenfion.

Accordingly, we find that they were not allowed to enter upon their extraor

dinary Miniſtry, until they had received thoſe extraordinary Gifts, in a more plenti

full and fuperabundant Meaſure. Our Bleffed Lord, therefore, (a little before his

Afcenfion) faid unto them, Behold, I fend the Promife of my Father uponyou : But

tarryye in the City of Jerufalem, until ye be endued with Power from on high ; as

St. Luke informs us in the xxivth, Chap. of his Gofpel, at the 49th Verfe. And

refering (I ſuppoſe) to the fame Time, in A&. i. 4, 5. tells us, that He (Jefus being

affembled with them (the Apoſtles whom he had chofen) commanded them that they

Jhould not depart from Jerufalem, but wait for the Promile ofthe Father, which,

faidhe, ye have heard ofme. For, John truly baptized with Water ; but ye shall be

baptized with the boly Ghoft, not many Days bence. And then adds, ver. 8. Ye

Shallreceive Power, after the holy Ghoft is come upon you ; andye shall be Witneſſes

unto me, both in Jerufalem , and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermoft

Part of the Earth.

In Obedience, therefore, to their divine Maſter's Command, the Apoftles waited

in the City ofJerufalem, till the Day of Pentecoft ; and then entered upon their

publick Miniſtry, as may be ſeen in the Acts ofthe Apoftles † ; being plentifully

furniſhed with the miraculous Gifts of the holy Ghoſt ; ſuch as are enumerated by

St. Paulin 1 Cor. xii . 8, 9, 10. For to one isgiven bythe Spirit theWord ofWisdom ;

to another the Word ofKnowledge by thefame Spirit ; to another Faith by the fame

Spirit ; to another the Gifts of Healing by the fame Spirit ; to another theWorking

of Miracles ; to another Prophecy ; to another the Diſcerning ofSpirits ; to another

diversKinds ofTongues ; to another the Interpretation ofTongues.

Thus, I have fet before you , two of the extraordinary, but yet effential Quali

fications of an Apoftle (confidered in his proper and diſtinguiſhing Character) as

appears from what has been faid ; with this View, to fhow you that they, as

Apoftles, have no Succeffors in the Chriftian Church ; but that their apoftolick

Office being extraordinary was temporary, and expired with their Perfons , as was

obferved before.

For, as it is not confiftent with the Wiſdom of God, to continue an extraordinary

Office in the Church of which there is no fpecial Occafion, fo it is not agreeable to

the good Pleaſure of God's Willthat any Perfon fhould be employed in fuch an Of.

fice, or indeed in any other, in the Church, who wants the effential Qualifications,

refpectively belonging thereunto. By Confequence there can be no juft Claim

made, by any, to a Succeffion in the apoftolick Office, who are deftitute ofthoſe

extraordinary but effential apoftolick Qualifications, that have been under Confi

deration
>

theextraordinary Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt) could diftinguish who were in the Gall

of Bitterneſs and Bond of Iniquity, and who were not. By Virtue of this Power,

Peter ftruck Ananias and Sapphira dead, and Paul ftruck Elymas blind .

* As the Promife of the Meffiah's coming in the Fleſh, was the great Promife of

the Old Teftament : So the Promife ofthe holy Ghoft, in a greater Meaſure of his

extraordinary as well as fanctifying Influences than had been known before, ist

the great Promife of the New. And as the Spirit comes from the Father in the

Name and by the Mediation ofthe Son, fo Chrift had frequently put his Difciples

in Mind of this Bleffing as the Promife of the Father, John xiv. 12 , 16, 17, 26 .

xv. 26. xvi. 7, ---- 14. therein refering to fuch Promifes of the Father as thofe,

Ifai. xliv. 3. Foel ii .. 28 ,--30 . confirmed by the Prediction and 'Teſtimony ofJohn

Baptift with Reference to Chrift, Mat. iii . 11. and by St. Peter, A&t. ii . 33. † A&t. ii .
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deration , whoevertherefore puts in a Claim to fuch a Succeffion, is but a Pretender,

boafting ofa falfe Gift, like Clouds and Wind without Rain, unleſs he canjuſtify

the Claim, by being able, with Truth, to declare, that he has feen Chrift fince

his Refurrection , as the Apoftles did ; ---that he has the Gift ofTongues, Healing,

working Miracles, &c. But where are the Men that can juſtify a Pretence to any

ofthefe Extraordinaries ? Hence (I think) it appears evident, beyond any rational

Difpute, that a Succeffion to the Apoſtles, in their extraordinary Character has

long fince ceafed ; or to ſpeak more properly, there never was in Reality any fuch

Succeffion, in an ordinary Way. ¶

But, altho' the the Apoftles have no Succeffors , in their extraordinary Character,

as Apoſtles, yet all the true Miniſters of Chrift are Succeffors to them in their

ordinary Capacity, as Prefbyters, or Goſpel Paftors . And, upon their Ordination

are invested with the fame, yea, and all the Powers granted to the Apoſtles, as ordi

nary Miniſters of Chrift, by his Commiffion , in Mat. xxviii . which he introduces .

with this Preface, ver . 18. All Power isgiven unto me in Heaven and in Earth.

And then follows the Commiffion, ver . 19,20. in thefe Words, Goye therefore and

teach all Nations, baptizing them in the Name ofthe Father, and oftheSon, and of

the holyGhoft : Teaching them to obferve all Things whatfoever Ihave commanded you.

I have had Occafion, more than once, to mention that divine Miffion, byVirtue

of which the Apoftles acted in their extraordinary Character, as is recorded in

John

§ There was undoubtedly Occafion for thofe extraordinary Gifts and miraculous

Powers, wherewith the Apoftles and firft Minifters of Religion, under the Goſpel,

were furniſhed in that Age ; they being neceffary to quality and fit them for the

important Service of erecting and building up the Chriftian Church, in the tender

Age and critical Period of an infant State, when violently oppofed bythe united

Force of Fees and Pagans ; and theMind of Chrift, with refpect to his Church

was not, as yet, fully made known . But when the Canon of Scripture was com

pleated, the Doctrines of the Gofpel fufficiently attefted by Miracles, and the

Chriftian Religion eſtabliſhed in theWorld, there was no further need of continuing

thofe extraordinary Gifts andPowers . It was therefore the Will ofGod, according

to the Dictates of his infinite Wiſdom, to withdraw them . And as it is probable

that the fuperior Authority, which the Apoſtles exercifed over other Minifters of

the Goſpel in their Day, was founded, if not wholly, yet more, in thoſe extraor

dinary Gifts of Infallibility, difcerning Spirits, and other miraculous Powers where

with they were furniſhed, than in any fpecial Superiority inherient in their Office,

or coming from any other Quarter ; fo thofe extraordinary Gifts ceafing, that

Superiority of Power ceaſes too. And it is a vain Thing for any to pretend to a

Succeffion to the Apoftles, in their extraordinary Character, who are deftitute of

thofe extraordinary Gifts and Powers.

It is true Matthias did, in a Senfe, fucceed Judas in the Apoſtolate, inafmuch

as he took Part ofthe Miniftry and Apoftleship, from which Judas byTranfgreffion

fell, A. i . 25. But then asMatthias was qualified to be a Witnefs ofChrift's Refur

rection , having accompanied withthe Brethren and Apoftles all the Time that the

Lord Jefus went in and out among them, Ver. 21 , 22. fo he was chofen by Lot,

(a divine Determination ) and not ordained by the Impofition of Men's Hands , but

by the holy Ghoft, as they all were not many Days after, Ver. 23 , 24, 26. compare

A. ii. 14. Thus the Number of the Twelve was made up ; as afterwards

when James, another ofthe Apo files was martyr'd , A&t. xii. 2. Paul was made an

Apoftle, not by human, but divine Ordination , in a very extraordinary Way, of

which he gives us an Account, Act. xxvi . 15 , --- 18, and therefore, calls himfelf

an Apoftle, nt ofMen, neither by Man, but byJefus and Gel the Father, whoraifed

fromthe Dead, Gal. i. 1.
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John xx. 21, 22. Which Miffion they received from our Lord Redeemer, the

Night after his Refurrection. But the Commiffion juft now recited, it ſeems, was

given fome Time after this, probably but a little before Chrift's Afcenfion into

Heavent, it being the Magna Charta of all minifterial Power, in his Goſpel

Church. Indeed, as itwas primarily given, and perfonally directed to the Apoſtles,

fo, there feems to be fomething in it peculiar to them, as they hadthe World for

their Diocefs, and all Nations committed to them as their Cure ‡ : Whereas upon

the Introduction and Settlement of Chriftanity in a Country, or Land, it appears to

be agreeable to the Gofpel Conftitution, that particular Paftors fhould be fet over

particular Churches therein erected upon the Gofpel Plan, as their fpecial

Charge. * Nevertheleſs, inasmuch as there are many Nations in the World

Strangers to the Goſpel, and even in Chriftian Countries there may be, as there

are at this Day, many Churches and Congregations deftitute of fixt Paftors, I can .

fee no Inconfiftency with the Gofpel Conftitution in ordaining Miniſters at large,

and fending them forth to difciple Heathen Nations ; or to preach the Goſpel,

even

I
+St. Paul, in 1 Cor. xv. 5 ,--8. reckons up five ſeveral Appearances ofChriſt after

his Reſurrection, beſides that to himſelf after his Afcenfion. ThefirstwastoCephasor

Peter, thentothe Twelve, called fo, tho ' Judas was no longer amongthem, becauſe

this was their firft conſtituted and uſual Number : Then to five hundred Brethren

at once. After that he was feen of James fingly, and then ofall the Apoftles, to

whom he appeared more than once. Now it is evident they received their extraor

dinaryMiflion, recorded in John xx. 21 , 22. the Night after Chrift's Refurrection,

Luke xxiv. 33,---36, compare John xx. 19 ,--- 21 . But I think it is more than

probable, that the grand Commiffion in Mat. xxviii. 19, 20. was not given till

fome Time after this : For it was given to the Eleven together, Mat. xxviii.

16,---20. But Thomas was not preſent, at the firft Interview, and when his

Brethren gave him an Account of his Appearance to them the Night after his

Reſurrection, he would not receive it for Truth, being under the Power ofUnbelief,

as to the important Fact of Chrift's Refurrection, John xx. 24, 25. And therefore,

eight Days afterthis,'Chrift appears to his Difciples again , Thomasbeing with them;

and gives himthe moſt fenfible Proofs of his Refurrection, ver. 26, 27. After this.

Interview, Chrift diſcovered himſelf to Peter and fundry other Apoftles at the Sea

ofTiberias, John xxi. 1,.. -14. This was the third Time that Jefus fhewed him

felfto his Difciples after that he was rifen from the Dead. After this he appeared

to the whole Body of his Difciples at the Mountain, where he had appointed them

to meethim in Galilee, Mat. xxviii . 16. Mark xvi . 7. And, after this he metthem

feveral Times at Jerufalem, and difcourfed with them concerning the Affairs of

his Kingdom, A&t. i. 1 ,-----8 . And laſt of all, he was feen of them onMount,

Olivet : But while they beheld, he was taken up, and a bright Cloud received him

but of their Sight, A&. i . 9, ---- 12, Luke xxiv. 50, 51. Now I think there is good,

Ground to conclude, that at fome of thefe laft Seafons of Chrift's Appearance, and

converfing with his Difciples, alittle, if not immediately before his Afcenfion,

he charged them with this grand Commiffion, which from hence appears to be the

ſtanding Baſis of all miniſterial Power in the Church ; whereas the former, in John

XX. 21 , 22. was temporary and peculiar to the Apoſtles.

But this has nothing in it peculiar to them, unless it be the Extenfiveneſs of

their Charge, being fent through the Worldto preach the Goſpel to every Creature,

Mark xvi. 15. or to difciple all Nations , Mat. xxviii . 19. For in all other Ref

pects, it belongs to all the ordinary ftanding Minifters of Chrift in all the fucceffive

Ages of the Church ; and there may be Cafes in which the ordinary Miniſters of

the Gospel have a just and loud Call to difciple the ungofpelized Nations of the

World. * Tit. i. 5. M
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even in a Chriftian Country, and do the Work of an Evangelift § in fupplying

deſtitute Churches and Congregations, as there fhall be Occafion. For, emergent

Circumſtances may be a juft Ground of varying from the general Rules of any

Conftitution.

But whatever circumſtantial Variations, in fuch like Matters of Liberty may be

made by chriſtian and miniſterial Prudence, which is profitable to direct Yet the

Commiffion under Confideration, being the grand Baſis of all miniſterial Power

in theChurch, therefore as the Apoſtles did, fo all their Succeffors do receive their

Office-Power and Authority from Chrift by this Grant ; as is apparent from the

Promiſe annexed to this Commiffion, by our divine Maſter, in theſe Words, And

lo Iam withyou alway, even unto the End of theWorld, Amen. * A plain Evidence

that this Commiffion was not given only to the Apoftles perfonally confidered ;

becauſe they are long fince dead. And therefore, fince ( as I have ſhown you)

they have no Succeflors in their extraordinary Character, as Apoftles, it muft

belong to their Succeffors in their ordinary Capacity as Elders or Preſbyters ; that

is, to the ordinary ſtanding Minifters of the Goſpel who receive their Office

Power and Authority, from Chrift by this Commiffion.

And indeed they muft receive their Power from Chrift by this Commiſſion, or

by none at all ; for there is no other divine Conſtitution in this Cafe provided by

him, who is the only fupream Head, King, Lord and Lawgiver ofthe Church.

Now if this, which is the only ftanding Commiffion, belongs to Prefbyters, or

the ordinary ftanding Minifters of the Goſpel (as it evidently does) then it muſt

belong to them in the full Extent ofit, unleſs Chrift has limited it, and given all

the Powers to fome, and Part only to others. But no fuch Limitation or Divifion

is to be found in the holy Scriptures of the New-Teftament, wherein Chrift has

given us the Pattern and Orders of his Houfe. And if Jefus Chrift, to whom all

Power is given in Heaven and in Earth, § has not made any fuch Limitation or

Divifion of the Powers granted in his Commiffion, then certainly no Man, or

Order of Men under Heaven have a Right to do it, unleſs Chrift has given them

this limiting and dividing Power. But no fuch Grant of a limiting and dividing

Power made to any Man, or Order ofMen, is to be found in the holy Bible.

Confequently all the ordinary Powers granted by this Commiffion, must belong to

Prefbyters, as fuch, or to the ordinary ftanding Miniſters of the Goſpel, inveſted

with the paſtoral Office .

And accordingly, if every true Minifter of the Gofpel has all the Powers

granted by Chrift's Commiffion to the Apoftles, confidered in their ordinary

Character as Prefbyters, then certainly they have the Power of Ordination com

mitted to them ; becauſe Ordination belongs to the miniſterial Power, as an inſe

parable Branch of it . *

Andindeed they either have all thePowers granted by Chrift's Commiffion under

Confideration, or they have none ofthoſe Powers . If the former, then they have

no Superiors under Chrift in the miniſterial Office ; and fo cannot be exempted or

bared from exercifing any Part or Branch ofthe miniſterial Power. Ifthe latter, then

they have no miniſterial Authority at all, but only an empty Title, without the

leaft Branch or Degree of Office- Power ; which is an Abfurdity that can by no

Means be admitted of. For a Commiffion from the fupreme Head, or Source of

Power, always derives Authority with it, peculiar to the Office wherewith any one

is invefted by it : Yea, all the Branches of Power belonging to that Office.

Therefore,

$ 2 Tim. iv. 5. * Mat. xxviii . 20. § Ver. 18.

As it is evident beyond any rational Controverſy, that Preſbyters receive their

minifterial Power from Chrift by that Commiffion, Mat. xxviii. 19, 20. given pri

marily

2
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Therefore, either Prefbyters have no Power to baptize and adminiſter the Lord's

Supper, or they have Power to ordain . For as the Power ofan Officer is derived

from the proper Source ofPower, by that Commiffion which impowers him to dif

chargethe Duties of his Office, and can come in no other Way, nor from
any other

Quarter ; fo the Powers granted, by Chrift's Commiffion , to all the true Miniſters

ofthe Goſpel, are full, undivided, and may not be curtail'd or abridged.

HearthentheConclufion ofthewholeMatter : IfPrefbyters, orthe ftandingordinary

Miniſters ofthe Goſpel, have not a Right and Power to ordain others to the Work

ofthe Miniſtry, none have : For as there is no ftanding Order ofMinifters in the

Church ofChrift, fuperior to Prefbyters by divine Inftitution ; fo there is but one

undivided Commiffion, by which all the Minifters ofthe Goſpel are impowered to

act in the Diſcharge of their Office. And ifnone have Power to ordain, (which ap

pears to be the Confequence of denying this Power to Preſbyters) then the Miniſtry

ofReconciliation muft fink and ceafe under the NewTeſtament : Nay, it would

long fince, have terminated and come to an End. But as it has been continued thro'

paft Ages, ever fince the Death of the Apoftles, and their immediate Succeffors, by

a Succeffion to them, not in their Apoftolick but Prefbyterian Character ; fothe

great Head ofthe Church, (who holds the Stars in his Right Hand, and walks in the

Midft ofhisgolden Candlefticks, § ) has affured us that it shall continue to the End

ofthe World. †

And therefore, as we are perfuaded, on the one Hand, byfuch Reaſons as have

been affigned, that the Rightand Power of Ordination does not belongto Laymen;

fo on the other, we are fatisfied by fuch Scripture Arguments as have been offered,

that we, who as Prefbyters have the facred Truft ofthe Gofpel Miniſtry committed

to us, are inveſted with a Right ; and when duly called to that folemn Service, are

in Duty bound to committhe fame, by Ordination, to faithful Men, who ſhall be

able to teach others alfo. † And may in this, as well as other Inſtances ofour Mi

niſtrations, rely upon that gracious Word ofPromiſe , upon which our divine Ma

fterhas caufed his Servants to hope : † Lo Iam with you alway, even unto the

End of the World, AMEN. S

Accordingly a Number of us, fuftaining the facred Character, being called to

attendtheSolemnities ofan Ordination this Day, we (with a Dependance upon the

gracious Preſence of the glorious Head ofthe Church) purpoſe to proceed to that

folemn Service, in cafe no Barr fhall appearto be in the Way, when the proper pub

lick Preliminaries fhall have been attended . N. B,

marily to the Apoftles, confidered principally in their ordinary Character of Pref

byters ---a Character they ſeem to take Pleaſure in diftinguiſhing themſelves by, as

tho' it were on purpoſe to anticipate all Pretences to Preheminence among the Mi

nifters ofthe Gospel, by Virtue of a Succeffion to them : So there is nothing more

evident, than that the fame Commiſſion muſt give the fame Powers to ' all that are

truly authorized by it ; and conſequently, that both the Apoftles, in their ordinary

Capacity, and all other Goſpel Paftors, muft be, in all Reſpects, co-ordinate ; and

all ofthem veſted with all and the fame Powers, fince they are all of them autho

rized bythe very fame Commiffion, if they have any Power at all, as Miniſters of

Chrift.

I cannot therefore fee how a Subordination, as to Order and an Imparity of

Power, among thoſe inveſted with the Office of the Goſpel Paftor, can be eſtabliſhed

upon any Scripture Foundation, or defended by any plaufible Arguments, from the

New-Teftament. I think our bleffed Saviour condemns it, Luk. xxii . 25 , 26, 27,

And it ſeems to be derived rather from the Spirit of Diotrephes, than from the In

ftructions of Chrift or his Apoftles,

§ Rev. ii 1. + Mat. xxviii. 20.

Thef. ii. 4. 2 Tim. ii, 2 † Pfal. cxix . 49. § Mat, xxviii, 20,



( 4848 )

N. B. Thofe Preliminaries having been attended, and no Barr appearing to bein

the Way, the Ordination was thenfolemnized by Prayer, withthe laying on ofthe

Hands of the Prefbytery, as usual. The Day beingordered to be kept as aDay ofre

ligious Fafting.

C H
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GE,

The Rev. BENJAMIN TALLMADGE,

UPON HIS

ORDINATION.

Dear BROTHER,

a young

S Paul and Barnabas, when called to the Miniftry ofthe Gentiles, were

A bythe Prefbyters in the Church of Antioch, ſeparated to that fpecial.

Service, by Fafting, Prayer, and the laying on of Hands, tho ' extra

OOOO ordinary Minifters before ; and Timothy, a Perfon of early Piety, and

Miniſter of eminent Zeal in the Caufe of Chrift, according

to the Prophecies which went before of him ; received the Gift and Office ofthe

Miniftry, by the laying on ofthe Hands ofthe Prefbytery : So with the like Solem...

nities of Devotion, you have at this Time, been ſeparated to the fpecial Service of

God andhis People, in the Goſpel ofhis dear Son, by the laying on of the Hands!

of this Prefbytery. And beingnow regularly introduced into the facred Incloſure of

the Gospel Miniſtry, and invefted with all the Office-Powers and Authority of the

Goſpel Paftor and Teacher, we are, in the next Place, to addreſs a folemn Charge

to you, in the Name ofthe Lord . And furely, it concerns you to attend to it, not

as a formal Addrefs from a Number ofyour Fellow-Servants, frail finful Men ! but

as the CHARGE of the GreatGod, and his Son Jefus Christ our Lord.

For, as God the Father is the Fountain ofall Dominion and Power, fo he hath

feen fit to put the Scepter of univerſal Government into the Hands of his dearSon ;

confidedre as God-Man, or Mediator ; and to conftitute, make, and ordain him

Head over all Things to the Church. Hence, although it is by us that you have

been introduced into the Miniſtry at this Time, and you now have the Difpenfation

ofthe glorious Gofpel, as a facred Depofitum, committed to your Truft, by Virtue

ofyour Inauguration, which we have folemnly attended, according to Scripture

Precedents, and divine Inſtitution : Yet, your minifterial Power and Authority is not

from us, but from him, to whom all Power in Heaven and Earth is given, and all

Judgment committed by God the Father. And he being both Lord and Chrift, to

him you muft, e'er it be long, give an Account ofyour Stewardship.

Take
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Take Heedtherefore unto the Miniſtry which you have received in the Lord, to

fulfil it ; remembring that folemn Admonition of our bleffed Lord and divine Ma

fter, recorded in the Gofpel ; and now fpeaking to you in fuch Language as this,

No Man havingput bis Hand to the Plough, andlooking back is fit for the Kingdom of

God.

The Work which you have now undertaken, is not only a good, but an exceed

ing greatWork; it being even of infinite Moment and Confequence. For the Care

not ofthe mortal Bodies, and temporal Intereſts of dying Men, but that of their

precious and immortal Souls, with Reference to a never-ending Eternity, is now

devolved uponyou. And, O ! with what Weight ſhould this bear upon your Mind,

and abide upon your Confcience !

*

And, as your Work is great, fo your Charge is very extenfive, being inveſted

with a Power to exerciſe the Gift which is in you, and which has been given you,

bythe Laying on ofthe Hands of the Prefbytery, wherefoever you fhall be regu

larly called to it. As a Token ofwhich, I now put into your Hands, this bleffed

Book, the holy Bible, containing not only facred Hiftories, Prophecies and Types ;

but Chrift's Commiffion to his Minifters, the Charter of the Churches Privileges,

and her Laws of Government ; the Doctrines ofFaith once delivered to the Saints,

the facred Rites of inftituted Worship, and the most excellent Syftem of Chriſtian

Morality Which, according to their Nature, Quality and Degree of Importance,

and your own and People's correfpondent State and Circumftances, muft be the

main Subjects of your "Preaching, and Rules of your chriſtian and miniſterial

Conduct.

But although your Charge is very extenfive, and your Miniftry not confined to

this Place, yet your ſtated Labours (at leaſt for the Prefent) are limited to the

fpecial Service of the Prefbyterian Church and Congregation ofthe Lord, in this

Town of Brook- Haven ; the Souls of which we commit to your fpecial Paftoral

Watch, Over-fight, and Charge, fo long as it fhall appear to be for the Glory of

God, and the Good of his Church, to continue you in the Miniftry here : And

fuch Provifion for your Subfiftance as to Temporals, fhall be made, as to render

you capable of attending upon the Lord, in your great Work, without Diſtraction

from worldly Cares and Avocations .

And as you watch for Souls, as one that muft give an Account, fo remember

that the Soul ofthe meanest and moſt contemptibleSlave , is of more value than all

the material and viſible World.

How dreadful an Account then will you have to give in the great Audit-Day,

ifany fhould perifh through your careleſs Neglect, or allow'd Miſconduct ; the Guilt

of the Blood of Souls being laid to your Charge ! And you expoſed at the tremen

dous Barr ofthe incarnate God, and univerfal Judge, to that awful Reprimand,

Thou wicked and flothful Servant ! What can be expected, under fuch dreadful

Circumftances of crimfon Guilt, but the amazing Execution of that Soul-rending

Sentence, Caff ye the unprofitable Servant into outer Darkness, thereshallbe weeping

and gnashing ofTeeth!

But on the other Hand, how comfortable, how refreshing and joyful will your

Account be, if, as a faithful Servant and wife Steward, you improve all your

Talents to the beſt Purpoſes ; and give to every one their Portion ofMeat, in due

Seafon ? Surely, bleffed fhall that Servant be, whom his Lord, when he cometh

fhall find fo doing : For he fhall find Acceptance, and be favoured with the Appro

bation of his bleffed Mafter, in fuch Language of Love and divine Grace as this,

Welldone good andfaithful Servant, enter thou into the Joy of thy Lord.

Have

N* The Bibledelivered to the Candidate ordained, &c.
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Have you then any due Senfe oftheWeight, and vaft Importance of your great

Work ; any Regard to the Honour of Chriſt, who has committed unto you the

Miniftry of Reconciliation ; any Compaffion for the Souls of perishing Sinners,

and Defire of the Edification of Saints ; any Dread oftheWrath ofthe Lamb, and

Defire of appearing with Comfort at the awful Barr ofyour great Judge, where

your Fidelity in the Miniftry will have a moft ſtrict and impartial Trial, before an

affembled World of Angels and Men ! It certainly concerns you to addrefs yourſelf

to your folemn Work with great Serioufnefs, and to purſue it with the clofeftAp

plication, affiduous Labours, ardent Zeal, unwearied Dilligence and inviolable

Fidelity.

As, therefore, our Hearts Defire, and Prayer to God, for you has been, is , and

(by divine Grace) fhall be this , That you might come to the Churches of Chrift,

andto perifhing Sinners, wherever you fhall be called to labour ; and in particu

lar, to this Church and Congregation of the Lord, in the Fulneſs ofthe Bleffing

ofthe Gospel of Chrift : So let it be your conftant Study and Endeavour, ( as an In

ftrumentin God's Hand) to impart to them fpiritual Gifts, to the End they may

be eſtabliſhed . And in all Things, behave yourſelf in the Houfe of God, as be

cometh a Minifter of Chriſt, and faithful Steward of the Myfteries of God.

TakeHeedtherefore, take Heed unto yourſelf, and to all the Flock over which

the Holy Ghoft hath made you an Overſeer, to feed the Church ofGod, which he

hath purchaſed with his own Blood ; taking the Overfight thereof, not by Con

ftraint, but willingly ; not for filthy Lucre, but of a ready Mind ; not lording it

over God's Heritage, as though you had a Dominion over their Faith, but as be

ing an Enfample unto the Flock, and an Helper of their Joy.

And fince Neceffity is now laid uponyou woe unto you, ifyou do not preach

the Gofpel ; a Difpenfation thereof being committed unto you. And look to it;

that the Gofpelyou difpenfe, be the pure Gofpel of Chrift : Not adulterated by

Philofophy and vain Deceit, the carnal Reafonings, and unfcriptural Impofitions of

Men of corrupt Minds, who teach for Doctrines the Commendments ofMen ;

which Things may have a Shew of Wiſdom in Will-Worſhip, though vain in the

Sight of God : But let it be the fincere Milk ofthe Word, and the purc. fpiritual

Food ofdivine Ordinances, that Men may growthereby.

We charge you therefore, before God andthe Lord Jefus Chrift, who fhall judge

both the Quick and the Dead, at his appearing and hisKingdom, preach theWord,

be inftant in Seafon, out of Seafon, reprove, rebuke, exhort with all Long- fuffering

and Doctrine ; neglect not the Gift which is in you, and which has been given to

you by folemn Prayer, with the laying on of the Hands of the Prefbytery ; but

give Attendance to Reading, to Exhortation, to Doctrine : Meditate upon thefe

Things ; give thyfelfwholly to them, that thy Profiting may appear to all.-.-Hold'

faft the faithful Word as you have been taught, even that Form offound Words

which you have learned from the Holy Scriptures, in Faith and Love , which is

in Chrift Jefus That you may be a Teacher of others in Faith and Verity ; and

be able, byfound Doctrine, both to exhort and convince the Gainfayers . And let

the Doctrine you preach be always wholefome Words; agreeable to the Words

ofour Lord Jefus Chrift, and the Doctrine which is according to Godliness ; there

in fhewing Uncorruptnefs, Gravity, Sincerity, found Speech that cannot be con

demned, that he that is of the contrary Part may be ashamed,, having no Evil

to fay ofyou.

悉

And being allowed of God to be put in Truft with the Gofpel, fo fpeak not as

pleafing the vain Fancies and carnal Humours of Men, but God, who fearcheth the

Heart and trieth the Reins. Ufe not flattering Words, nor a Cloak of Covetousness ;

neither
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neither fun to declare to them the whole Counfel of God . Keep back nothing

from them that may be profitable to them ; but teach them publickly, and from

Houfe to Houſe, ( as there fhall be Occaſion , and you fhall be able) teftifying unto

all, Repentance toward God, and Faith to our Lord Jefus Chrift. And let yourEx

hortations be not of Deceit, nor of Uncleanness, nor in Guile. Indure Hardneſs as

agood Soldier of Jefus Christ, and keep yourſelf pure from the Blood ofall Men.

Study to fhew thyfelf approved unto God, a Workman that needeth not to be

afhamed, righlydividing the Word ofTruth ; and as a faithful and wife Steward,

give to every One their Portion of Meat in due Seaſon.

Be wife even as a Serpent, but harmlefs as a Dove : And labour with all poffible

Prudence and Fidelity, to make a Diftinction between the Clean and the Unclean,

the Precious and the Vile . Give not that which is holy unto Dogs, neither caftyour

Pearls before Swine : But let the Members ofChrift's Family, who are ofAge, and

have their Senfes exerciſed to difcern fpiritual Things, befed and feafted with that

Bread and that Cup which is the Communion of the Body and Blood ofour dear

Lord. And be not only ready to baptize adult Perfons, who have lived without

that Seal ofthe Righteoufnefs of Faith, upon their making a fuitable Profeffion of

Repentance toward God, and Faith toward our Lord Jefus Chrift ; but let the

Lambs ofhis Flock be folemnly washed in the Laver of Chriſtian Baptifm, as is fit :

And then, as becomes a Paftor of Chrift's Flock , take Care that they be trained up,

as the Difciples of the compaßionate Shepherd of Ifrael, who gathers the Lambs

with his Arms, carries them in his Bofom, and gently leads thoſe that are withi

Young. If thou loveft Chrift, feed his Sheep, and if thou loveft Chrift feed his

Lambs . And for this Purpofe, Precept must be upon Precept, Precept upon Pre

cept, Line upon Line, Line upon Line ; here a little, and there a little that thou

mayeft teach them Knowledge, and make them to underſtand Doctrine, who are

weaned from the Milk, and drawn from the Breaſts .

Be bold, even as a Lion, in the Caufe of God, though meek as a Lamb in

yourown : And labour with an holy Fortitude and unfhaken Refolution , as becomes

an Embaſſadour ofthe King of Kings, to maintain the Honour of Chrift's Autho

rity, as the great Lawgiver ofthe Church, by a regular Government of his Houſe,

which is the Church of theliving God : For unto you are committed the Keys not

only ofDoctrine but of Difcipline. Whatſoever therefore you fhall bind on Earth,

(according to the Laws of Chrift's Kingdom) fhall be bound in Heaven ; and

whatſoever you ſhall loofe on Earth ( by the fame Rules) fhall be loofed in Heaven.

But take Heed and uſe this Power, which is given you for Edification and not for

Deſtruction.

Warnthe Unruly, that they turn from their evil. Ways and live. Comfortthe

Feeble-minded ; fupport the Weak : Be patient towards all Men ; in Meeknefs

inftructing thoſe that oppofe themselves ; if God, peradventure, will give them

Repentance, to the acknowledging of the Truth, that they may recover themſelves

out ofthe Snare ofthe Devil, who are taken Captive by him at his Will . On ſome

have Compaffion, making a Difference , (according to their Tempers and Circum,

fances . ) Others faye with Fear, pulling them out of the Fire, Them that fin be

fore all, rebuke before all, that others alfo may hear and fear, and do no more

fo wickedly. And thofe that duly exprefs and evidence their Repentance, reftore in

the Spirit of Meeknefs : Let that which is lame be turned out of the Way.

We charge you before God, and the Lord Jefus Chrift, and the elect Angels,

that you obferve thefe Things, without preferring one before another, doing no

thing by Partiality.

Give
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Give yourfelf alfo continually to Prayer, as well as to the Miniſtry of the Word

and Ordinances of the Lord's Houfe ; confidering your own Infufficiency, not being

able ofyourſelfto think any Thing that is good as ofyourfelf, much leſs to per

form the great Duties of the evangelical Miniftry : But your Sufficiency is of God,

who can makeyou able Miniſter of the NewTeftament, not ofthe Letter, but ofthe

Spirit. As it is good and acceptable in the Sight of God our Saviour, that Suppli,

cations, Prayers, and Interceffions fhould be made for all Men, fo it is your Duty

and Intereft to be much in Prayer, eſpecially for the Church of God ; that his

Kingdom might come, and that you yourſelf might be made an happy Inftrument

ofpromoting the Intereſt not only of his vifible, but especially of his fpiritual King

dom among Men. Pray therefore for yourſelf, and pray for the Flock : Pray over

your Studies, and pray over your Labours ; remembring that Succeſs depends in

tirely upon the divine Bleffing. For, neither is hethat planteth any Thing, nor he

that watereth, but God that giveth the Increaſe. For he that planteth, and he that

watereth are one ; and every Man fhall receive his own Reward, according to his

own Labour. How full then will your Joy be, and how bright and weighty your

Crown of Rejoicing, in the Prefence ofthe Lord Jefus at his coming, ifbeingfound

faithful, you fhall alſo be fuccefsful in winning Souls to Chrift ? But if you make

full Proof ofyour Miniftry, waiting upon God by fervent perfevering Prayer for

Succefs, though you ſhould labour in vain, and ſpend your Strength for nought;

yet furely your Judgment fhall be with the Lord, and your Work with your God.

Yea, though Ifrael fhould not be gathered, yet, ifin Chrift, thou shall be glorious

in the Eyes of the Lord, and thy God fhall be thy Strength.

But be admonished and quickened to take Heed unto yourfelf, as well as to

your Doctrine and the Duties of your Miniftry. And whilft you teach others, neg

lect not to teach and be inftructed yourſelf. Content not yourſelfwith Probabilities

and Hopes, but make fure of a vital Union to Jefus Chrift, the glorious Head ofall

divine and faving Influences ; that you may be able, with an holy, humble Confi

dence, to fay of yourſelf, as St. Paul once did of himſelf, Iknew a Man in Chrift :

For how dreadful will the Cafe be, if after you have preached to others, you

yourſelf ſhould be a Castaway. !

Nay, be zealous of fpiritual Gifts and Graces ; abide not in any ofthe lower

Forms inthe School of Chrift, but with an holy Emulation labour to excel ; that

beingtaller by the Head and Shoulders than your Chriſtian Brethren, you might

be as a Fachin and a Boaz, in the Houfe of your God here below ; and at laft be

eternally fix'd as a monumental Pillar of rich fovereign Grace, in the Temple of

God above, and go no more out.

Look welllikewife to your Converſation, that it be ordered aright in all Things ;

not only as becomes a Chriftian, but a Minifter of the Gofpel ; who ſhould be

blameleſs, vigilant, fober, ofgood Behaviour, given to Hofpitality ; not given to

Wine, no Striker, not greedy of filthy Lucre, but patient ; not a Brawler, not

covetous, but one that ruleth well his own Houſe, having his Children in Sub

jection, with all Gravity.

Letyour Speech be always feafoned with the Salt of Grace, and let no corrupt

Communication proceed out of your Mouth, but that which is good to the Ufe of

edifying ; that it may minifter Grace unto the Hearers, as well as manifeſt Grace

in the Speaker.

Flee every Thing therefore that becometh not a Man of God and Miniſter of

Chrift ; and follow after Righteoufnefs , Godliness, Faith , Love, Patience , Meek+

nefs, and Peace, with them that call on the Lord out ofpure Heart.

Let

•
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Letno Man defpife thee, but be thou an Example of the Believers, in Word, in

Converfation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, in Purity, that thou mayeft both fave

thyfelf, and them that thall hear thee.

And as thou art allowed ofGod to be put in Truft with the Goſpel, the fame

facred Truft commit thou to faithful Men, who fhall be able to teach others alfo, as

there fhall be Occafion and Opportunity : But let it be with this Caution, Lay

Handsfuddenly on no Man, neither be Partaker ofother Men's Sins, keep thyselfpure.

And now having engaged in an holy Warfare, intangle not yourſelf with the Af

fairs ofthis Life, unlefs upon inevitable Neceffity ; but as a good Soldier ofJefus

Chrift, fight the good Fight of Faith, lay Hold on eternal Life, whereunto thou art

alfo called, and haft proteffed a good Profeffion before many Witneffes.

Finally, We give thee Charge in the Sight of God, who quickeneth all Things ;"

and before Chrift Jefus, who before Pontius Pilate witneffed a good Confeffion,

that thou keepthis Commandment without Spot, unrebukeable, until the appearing

ofour Lord Jefus Chrift ; which in his Times, he ſhall fhew who is the bleſſed and

only Potentate ; having on his Veſture, and on his Thigh a Name written, KING

OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS, to whom we muſt all give an Account of our

Stewardship, when the Son of Man fhall fit in the Throne of his Glory, and with

him the Twelve Apoſtles , upon twelve Thrones, judging the Twelve Tribes of

Ifrael.

O Benjamin! keep that which is committed to thy Truft, avoiding profane and

vain Babblings, andOppofition ofScience, falfely fo called ; which fomeprofeffing,

have erred concerning the Faith, and made Shipwreck of a good Confcience.

Watch therefore in all Things , endure Afflictions, do the Work of an Evangelift,

make full Proof ofthy Miniftry ; be willing to fpend, and be ipent in the Service

ofyour divine Mafter, and the Souls of his dear People, fo that you might finiſh

your Courfe withJoy, andthe Miniftry you have received of the Lord Jefus, to

teftify the Goſpel ofthe Grace of God.

Then may you, in the happy Clofe ofa uſeful and exemplary Life , of Service

and Suffering for Chrift's Sake ; fay, with an holy Serenity of Mind, I havefought

agoodFight, I have finifhed my Courſe, I have kept the Faith : Henceforth there is

laid upfor me a Crown of Righteoufhefs, which the Lord, the righteous Fudge hall

give me at that Day ; and not to me only, but unto all them alfo that love his appear-

ing: For, ifthou art faithful unto the Death, when the chief Shepherdshall appear,

thou shallreceive a Crown ofRighteousness, Life andGlory that fadeth not away.

In that folemn and glorious Day of Chrift's appearing and Kingdom, they that

be wife shall shine as the Brightness of the Firmament ; and they that turn many to

Righteoufnefs , as the Starsfor ever andever.

Grace be with thee; may the LordJefus Chrift be withthySpirit. AMEN.
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