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A DISCOURSE, &

Chriftian Bretbren and Friends,

B 0r% N the Scrmon juft now deliver'd from this awful Defk, we have
g * HpPrélick  been entertaned, from the Word' of Ged, with many precicus
@] &G 'Truths, well adapted to- improve our Minds, and affeét our

L ©) 1 34 -Hearts, atfuch a Scafon as this.” And Duties of very great Im-:
g@@@@@ portance have been urged, both upon Minifters and People,
0rOp IS BHOMS  with an agreeable Pertinency and Pathos, fuited to the Solemnity-

before us : So that the Difcourfe we have heard at this Time, may
be confidered as a facred Prelude to the Ordination by and by to be attended, in- -
Cafe no Bar fhall appear to'be in the Way.- ST
- But, inafmuch as Ordinations to the Werk of the Gofiel Miniftry, are not fre-c-
quent in théfe Parts of the Country ; and, it may be prefumed, thatfew,.compara-
tively, even of this large Aflembly, have well ftudied the Point :- 1 conclude there-s
fore, that it will not be tho't improper nor unfeafonable,-and hope, not altogether
unprofitable, if I fhould introduce the folemn Tranfation -before ws, by openingt
the Nature of Ordination, with the Grounds and Reafcns of its Appendages ; and
then add fomething concerning the Right' and Poweér. of Ordination, pointing out
that Order of Men to whom it belongs, under the’Mew-Teflament. : g

In Purfuance of wliich-Purpofes, I would obferve, - that'the tree Minifters of thec
Lord Jefus Chrift,. are a facred Order o Men, fépafated to the fpecial Service of:
God and his People, inthe Gofpel of his dear Son ; aecording to the Laws and
Orders of his Houfe, awhbich is 1he Church of the living God. + For it is undoubted-:
ly a Truth, That the Offide of the Gofpel Paftor, is as really a facred Incloure.
under the Chriftian Difpenfation; asthe ‘Aaronical Priefthood was, under the Law;:
and doth not' lic open to thofe boldintruders,” who, in the enthufiaftick Heats of a: -
blind and intemperate. Zeal,. vainly and” prefumptuonfly imagine, that they havea
Call to the. W g:ﬁ of the Miniftty, from fome firong Impulfes or uncommon Impref-’
fions made upon their Mifids ; -which (confidering the Diforders and Exorbitances.
Men of this Sort of Spirit and Complexion runinto) are much more iikely to come.
from beneath than from above ; itvbeing certain, that no Man may take this Ho-
nour to himfelf, .but he that (in a- Senfe] f called of God'; as was Aaren: § And

Lo - o . - Ly e . . ] ) fO, )
F Heb.iii. 6. 1 Tim, iliJ15. - v ‘ o '

§ Heb. v. 4. Altho’ the Apoftle applics this Text, referred to akove, to oar?
bleffed Saviour’s being invéfted'with the Office of Mediator, as appears: ver: 5. and
has no fpecial or immediate Reference to the Ordination of Gofpel Minifters.: Yer,
if Jefus Chrift, "the great Minifter of -the- Sanctuary, and true Tabernacle, which:
God pitched and not Man,, (Heb. viii. z.) was {olemnly called, and intreduced into.
the Office of his Mediation, by God- the Father ; even in fome Senfe, as Aaron,
who was not only qualified 4nd fitted for the Office of the Priefthood, but confrcra.:
ted to the Dutics and Services of that Office, by a Compliance with thofe Ordinan-:
ces, and an Obfervation of thofe facred Rites, in that Cafe and. for that Purpofe
appointed by God to be obferved, under the Law, Exod. xxviii. xxix.-..then, cer-
tainly, no Man riow, upon any Preténce ofan extraordinary Call, may venture up- =
on the Duties of the Paftoral Office, ‘undeér‘the Geofpel ; but even Perions doly quit-
Lified and reguiarly called, muft be feparated to thofe facred Services by Ordination,
according to Stripture Precedents, and Divine Inftitution; without which:they have
no Right to difcharge the Duties of that Oftice,
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{o, according 6 the Gofpel Conttitution,veniess v she. Dogr intg the Speeplold 5
“tor all thofe that ‘climh up-fome oshér Wag, are ThigvegandiRoklbiers. 1z )

This Door by which the true Minifters of Chwriit enter into the facred Inclofure,
is Ordination, performed according to the IDircétion of the Holy Scripture, by
thofe who are allowed of God, to be pit in 'Ivdft with the (ofpel, -and enjcined to
commit she fame to faithful Men, wha fhall be abic to teach others, § i this Way,
a Succeflion in the Gofpel Miniitry has been, and is kept up in the Chrittian Church 5.
-and will (no daubt) be continued to the End of the World 1 | By migifterial Ordt--

-nation, of which you may take this Deferjption, in a few Wordsy as foflowptli; -
. That Ordination to the Work of the Goipel Minilliy, is the folémn Inaugbra-
‘tion, or Scriptural Introduion of a Wcll-qualiﬁcd'(}:andidute {or the Miniftry, into”
the publick Profefiion of that facred Calling, and regular Exercifeof thatmniniferial’
‘Pawer and Authority, which the Gofpel Paftor reccives from Jefus Chrift, the great
King, and fupr:ime Head of the Church ; to whom all Poiver in Heiven and Tarth’
‘is given, by God the Father. * Sothat the Candidats, upon his Ordination, is in-’
veited with all the Powers of .a Gofpel-Minifter, according 0 the Conflitution of
-Chrift’s evangelical Kingdom in the World, Co L o

- This Power; in all the Bianches of, if, b'eihgI conveyed by 'Chrift’s Comriffion, ’
Ain the Gofpel, to all his Minifters, ecmes alone from him whom the "Father hath®
givento.be Fead over all Things to the Church; | and not frém Bau, no, nor’
:from amy Number or Order of Men 'under Heaven, whetié: King, Bithop, Pref-’
‘byter, or Laick. In this Senfe, every Gofpel Minifter may be faid tobe nof of Men,
norby Man'; But, as Paul {ays, of himfelf, by Je/us Chvift ‘and God_ the Fatbery *
o raifedbim from the Dead. Gal. i, x. §. oo o T
And yet, there is another Senfe in whichiall the ordingry Mitiifters of the Gofpc‘f
‘may be faid to be by Men ; inafmuch as their Inyeltiture (requifice:in brderté a re.’
gular Exercife of that Power which they recejve;fiom Jefus Cifl) isby Man, ing
their Ordination. Orie of the mot-folemn Tranfagtiens we arc concerned tith'in'
this prefent World! And accordingly, is is t0 be'gtecadsd 3nd foleinnized, with’
great Serioufuefs and Devotion, by, Faling; Prayer, and the'lafingon 6f Hands, !
Thes Pauland Barnabas were fcparated. to the Minilry, ofthe Gentiles ' a8 St
Luke informs us, A8s xiii, 3. Aud wwhen they badifzfizd and prayed, and "Laid their
Hands on them, they fous them gway. . 0 . ¢ A

e
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t Fobn.x. 1, 2. % 1 Thfoiiy g 2z Fimy i 2. S0 v
N Mar. xxviii. 20.§ * Mat, xxvii. 18, Jobn ©1: 350 '} Epb: Ii’ B
] Jefus Chrilt, as Mediator, being made Head over all Things to the Church,
by Delegation from the Father;~the-ordinary Mmjxﬁcf:r’s‘,‘of /Chsit derive all their
Powers from him, as really as the Apofiles did; tho™. théy cannot “exéreife thote,
Pawers in an orderly Way, as the Apoilles, did in taeir extraordinary ‘Charatter,
‘without Ordination by Men, -Butyet, as to the Soaree and Origiac of their Power,:
they are not-of Man, nor by Men. N R U D o
+ Altho’- the extraordinary Gifts of the Holy G]}oﬁ,”:i.nd'vaﬁ gm‘média’wfﬂf
from Heaven, were efieemed fufficient Qualiications, fo'juttify ‘fh’eAy‘?GMEs and
their Fellow Labourers, in performing all the Duiies of the mynifterial O :';é.“g.mbnfg

the Feavs and their Profelites : Yet; when the Genties were to be cilledl and arat

ted upon the. Fenwi/b Stock, the Holy Ghoft was, lgafed'-'tdl\gpgéuit\, a mediate Way,
of introducing God's Servants into the Office of, the Golpel Miniftry, by Ordination!
And as this was the-Ground and" Reafon,of  the Ordination of Paul anid Barnsbas,
tho’ extraordinary Minifters- before ; {oitwas td be Eheﬂandm% Method of fepara-.
ting Men. to the, tacred Service of the Minifisy,, thro). all the fuccceding Ages of
the Church. R T o [ PR
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As folemn Prayer, with Fafting, in this facred ‘Tranfattion, appears to beagree.
able to divine Inftitution, ithaving been praQifed in the Apoftolick and pureft Age
of Chritianity, fo it is hizhly reafonable ; in'as-much as thofe that are dovoted to
the important Services of the Gofpel Miniftry, ‘need not enly thole divine Ixfluen.

" ces and Communications, which are.neceffary for Chriftians in a private Capacity,
-during their warfare State here below ; but thofe fpecial Aids of the Holy Ghoft,
and more plentiful Communications of Light, Life, Grace, and Power, requifite
to a faithful and fuccefsful Difcharge of the facred Truft committed to them, as
Minifters of Chrift, («) For the obtaining of which precious Bleflings; it is it we
fiould, upon fuch folemn Occafions, humbie ourfclves before God, and pray, with
Fafting. (b e . SR AR AR T

: 'Im};goﬁc(iox)x,‘ or the laying on of Hands, is a facred Rité or ‘Cefemony, that Has
been ufed on various Occafions, and to diverfe Purpofes, in. Times pait.” Such as
the conferring the extraordinary Gifts of the Holy Ghott; .(¢) and working mira=
culous Cures.” (4) Sometinies as a Token of an Execraiion or Curfe ; fuch wag
the Cafe of the Pricfls laying their Hands upon the Heads of the Bealts, that were

flain as Sin-Offering under the Law : () And yet, ‘moré frequently, asa Riteof .

Benedicion ; as might be fhewn in a Varigty of Inftances:  ((f). Buy for the moft,
Part, it has been ufed as a facred Rite of Confecratiori; whereby the Perfon upon
whom Hands are impofed, is dedicated and devoted.to fome facred Funtion ; im-
mediately rclating ‘to the Service of God and his People. 'Thus BMofes laid his
Mands upon Fo/pua, when he fet him over the Congregation of Jf-ae/ ; then under
& Theocratical Government, and gavé him a Charge, Numb. xxvii. 23. And thus
(as has been already obferved) Pau/and Barrabai (though eéxtriordinary Minifters
before) were ordained to the Miniftry of the Gentiles, as Multitudés have becn’
-ince in thelike facred Form. ’ B
* Laying on of Hands in Ordination, feems to be defigned partly as'a Token of
the Candidate’s Confecration, or folemn Separation to the facred minifterial Func-’
. :tton ; and partly as.a facred Rite of Benediétion, pointing out the particular Perfon,
who, “in this{olemn Tranfation, is recammerded to'the divine Blefling, in Con-’
formity to ancient Patterns of this Kind, both under the Old-Teftament ‘and the’
Hew. Tnboth, the Minifters of Religion engaged in the Solemnities of an Ordi.
mation, obferve a divine Inftitution, and thereby exprefs “their "Dependance upon
God’s Prefence and Blefling, to fucceed the Perfon upan whom they lay their Hands,
in the great Work to which he is thus devoted. For which Purpafe, by folemn
Prayer, with Fafting, they offer up their Requefts to God, that he might be made
an able, faithful and fuccefsful Minifter of the New-Teftament, notof the Letter
bat of the Spirit ; (g) thereby recommending him to the Grace of God, ('5).that

by Help obtained from Heaven, he might fulfil the Miniftry he receives of the

Lord Jefus, to teflify the Gofpel of the Graceof God. (i) SR
- This facred Rite of laying on ‘of Hands in Ordination, tho’ it may -be look'd .
upon by fome, to be a Matter of little Weight and Confequence ; and, indeed, fet-"
tmg afide the Confideration of divine Inflitation, it is fmall, in comparifon .of the ,
cticr folemn A&s of Devotion, that go into the Conttitation of a regular and ferip-
taral Ordination : Yet, it cannot (as I ¢antcive) be negle&ed without Sin. For '

it is of fuch Importance, in the folemn Tranfattion, that the W hole of Ordinatian, .

is fometimes exprefs’d ‘by it ; ‘as may-be feen in St. Paul’s Cadtion 'to Tinotby, with’
Refpelt to the Perfons he fhould ordain, 1 Tim. v. 22. Lay Hands fuidenly. on xo

. . T " Man»
A2) 1 Tim i 31, viozo, (L) A2.xiv. 23. (c) viiil. 17. 18. 19, (d) Mark
vi.s. 47 xeviii, 8. (2) Exod. xxix. 10. () Gen. xlviii. 14, Mark %, i6. |
ey 2 Cor it 6. (b} d&. xiv, 25, (i) Celidv. 170 Ads sx. 24. 777 -

- .. D i
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‘Man :=.-And probably the Holy Spirit has feen fit to make Ufe of this facred Rite,
ay expreflive of the Whole of Ordination,  to put an Honour upon the Inftitution ;
‘and to add Force and Weight t6 it, as an Aét and Token of Office Power in the
Ordainers, B ‘
Thus much of the Nature of Ordination ; the Effence of which lies' principally.
in the Things I have mentioned. ' .
* ‘"But ther, as to the Appendages of Ordination, it may be added, That the Can-
didaté being thus folemnly feparated to the facred Funétion of the Gofpel Miniftry,
by F: aﬁing; Prayer,” and the laying on of Hands, is now to be confidered as one in-
vefted with 4ll the Powers of the Gofpel-Paftor and Teacher.” And, accordingly,
it is not only reafonable, but agresable to Scripture, that afolemn Charge fhould
be addrefled to him, in the Name of the Lord, - .
"The Work of the Miniftry is of vaft Weight and Importance ; the Difficalties,
Difcouragements and Temptations that Minifters meet with, in this arduous and,
difficalt Work, are many, very many, and very great: ‘And Minifters are Men of
like Paffions, Infirmities, and finful ImperfeQtions with other Men. § How expe-
dient then, and neceffary is it, that the great and important Duties of their facred
Calling, fhould be urged and inculcated upon them, by a folemn Charge, agree-
able to Scripture Precedents. Such as that of St. Pau/to Tinmotty, in his 2d Epift,
th Chap. at the Beginning : Which you may take as a Specimen, in thefe Words,
charge thee therefore, before God, and the Lord Jefus Chrift, awho fball judge botb’
1he Quick ard the Dead, at bis-appearing and bis Kingdom : Preach the Word, b,
MRant in Seafori, out of Seafon, reprove, rebuke, exbort, with all Long fuffering
and Doftrine. . . ' , o
“Confequent upon the Charge, ufually follows the Right Hand of Fellowthip, 1.
The Purport and Meaning of which (as I conceive) is this ; A publick Declaration”
ard' Acknowledgement of the minifterial Power and Authority of the Perfon or..
dained, as one regularly invefted with all the Office. Powers of the Gofpel-Paftor.
atid Teacher ; 'includi’ng in jt, an Admiffion into minifterial Fellowfhip and Com-
mbnion ; with an Engagenient of mutual Affiftance, both on the Part of the Or-
dainers, and on the Part of the Ordained, asthere fhall be Occafion, in the Ser-
vice of one common Lord,- and Advancement of one grand Intereft, even that of.
the'Redeemer’s Kingdom among” Men. For all the true Minifters of Chrift, are
Brethren and Companions, in the Labours and Tribulations of the Gofpel ; andin .
* the Kingdom and Patience of Jefus Chrift: || And accordingly fhould, with one’
Heart and with one Soul, purfue the important Defign of their facred Miffion,
“Now, whatever Diverfity of Pradtice there may be, as to Form ; yet (as] humbly
conceive)' thefe Thingsincluded in the Right Hand_of Fellowfhip, may, without
. Impropriety;be exprefied in a fuitable Addrefs, dire€ted, efpecially and particularly
to the newly ordained Minifter; accompanied with a giving the Right Hand, asa
Token of fuch a Relation acknowledged, andfuch mutual Engagements ftipulated.
~This {I apprehend) was the Meaning of that friendly and fraternal Treatment,
which Paul and Barnabas met with from three of the Apoftles, after they were or-
dained to the Miniftry of the Gentiles ; of which St. Paa/ himfelf gives the fol-
lowing Account ; Gallii. 9. And awben Janies, Cephas ard John, avbo feemed to
be Pillars, perceived the Grace of God that avas given unto me, they gave to me and
' : ‘ : Barnabas
§ A2 xiv. 15, Gal. iv.13.i4." Fam.v.17. ;
:% Tho’ this Order has gene%ally,vobtained by Cuftom ,m humble Opi-
nion, there would be a greater Propriety in giving the Right Hand of Fellowthip
before the Charge. Forafimuch as the Candidate ordained, fhou!d be owned and
acknowledged to be'a Minifter of Chrift, beforc:a'Charge is addrefled to him as fuch,

§ Péilem. 7. Rew.ig. -

.
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Barnabas the Right Hands of Felloarsbip, that ave fould go awto the Gentiles, and
they unto the Circumcifion.---Accordingly, whatever Part of Chrift’s Vineyard his
Ambaffadors are employed in, whetker as fix'd Paftors, itinerant Minifters, they
ought to own, efteem, "and treat one another as Fellow-Labourers, § Fellow-Hel-
pers, * and Brethren beloved ; + and fhould be received by all the Churches of
Chrift, wherever they are called to labour, whether ftatedly or occafionally, as
Meflengers of God, || and Minifters of Chrift. 1
- Futhermore, in-as-much as there are Duties of very great Importance, incumbent
upon a People towards their Paftor, and upon the Churches of Chrift, towards the
Minifters of Religion ; it is tho’t proper by many, that as a folemn Charge is given "
to the Minifter upon his Ordination ; {o a particular Exhortation fhould be addref-
fed unto the People, overand above what may have been oftered to thefe Purpofes
in the Ordination Sermon. And I perfuade “myfelf, that none will think fuch an
Exhortation unfuitable or unfeafonable upon an Ordination Day. '
. Thus I have given you fome Account of the Nature of Ordination, with its Ap~
pendages: The various Articles of which, you may fee exemplified, in the Ordina--
tjon before us. . :

I fhall now (with as much Brevity as is confiftent with any gcod Degree of Perfpi-
cuity and Evidence) fay fomething concerning the Office and Chara&ter of thofe’
that have a Right, atcording to the Gofpel Conflitution, to feparate others to the
facred Service of the evangelical Miniftry, by fuch an Ordination as I have deferi-
bed, or fLew who have Power from Chrift to ordain others to that facred Service.
And T hope youwill afford me an attentive Ear, with an unprejudiced Mind, while
T endavour to thew you how this important Point is fettled in the Holy Scriptures ;
which fhould be our dernier Refort in all Matters of religious Contoverfy : Thofe’
efiecia_lly, that relate to pofitive Inftitutions, which ought to be determined by a
Fbus Jaith the Lord, or what is equivalent thereunto ; and not by the Suffrage of’

" Antiquity, or Judgment of Men, be they of never fo great Fame. N

And here, being perfuaded that I have good Ground, not only from Reafon but

Scripture, Ifcruple not to affert and declare, negatively, ' o

* That the Right and Power of Ordination does not belong to'the Laity, fo called,”
by Way of Diftin@ion from the Clergy, who are invefted with the Powers of the
Gofpel Paftor and Teacher. For, altho’ Prayer be a moral Duty incumbent upon .
all Men, according to the Di€tates of the Light of Nature ; and exprefsly enjoined”
in Holy Scripture, upon thofe that enjoy the Light of divinc Revelation, even
félemn Prayer, with Fafting, upen fome fpecial Occafions : Yet, fuch folemn Prayer,’
with the Impofition of Hands ih Ordination, has fomething in it of pofitive Right;’
and is an A& and Exercife of Oflice-Power in the Church of Chrift : Confequently,
cannot belong to Laymen, who have neither Part nor Lot in this Office-Power.
All the Pleas therefore that have been or can be made in Favour of Lai-Ordination,
will net juftify thofe Laymen, nor clear them from a profane and prefsmptuous In-,
vafion of the minifterial Office, who venture upon the folemn Formalities of Ordi-
nation ; fince there is not fo much as one Precept or Precedent forit, in all the)
Seriptures of the New.-Teftament : Bat itis plair enough limitted to thofe that are
invefted with the Office of the Go@el-,l?aﬁdr, as one {pecial Article or Branch of
their Oftice-Power. (2) ' I

§ Thef iii. 2. Philem. i. 24. * 2 Cor. viii. 23. t 2 Pet. iii. 15.
[ 2 Chron. xxxvi. 16. " Mal. ii. 7. 1 1 Cor. iv. 1.

-(a) As Mofes was admonithed of God, when he was about to make the Taber- -
necle, to make all Things according to the Pattern fhewed to him in the Mount, *
Heb,viii. 5. compare Exod. xxv, 4. nothing was.left to his own Invention, nor’
to the Fancy of the Workmen, or to the People’s Humour: But the Will of God, .

was

-
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T go on therefore to fhew you, pofitively, who the Right and Power ‘of Ordina-
:tion does belong to ; or who are invefted with Power from Chrift to ordain othexjs
-to the facred Service of the Gofpel Miniftry. And

-was to be religionfly obferved.in every Article and Pun&ilio: So, undoubtedly, it
is the Duty ot the Gofpel Church, and her Minitters, exaély to obferve and firik-.
1y to adhere to all the Inftitations of Chrift made.known, either by himfelf or his
.infpired Apoftles, under the New-Teftament. All his Orders ‘'mult ‘be obferved,’
and Ordinances adminiftred according to his Appointment ; which'is to.be learned,
.€ither from Precepts or Examples, or both. That fufiruftion of Chrift.to his Mini-
fters and Churches, Mat. xxviii. zo. to obferve dll Things whatfover he has com -’
.manded us, is of the fame Import withthat Admonition to Mofes,menticned above ;
and is folemnly enforced by thofe zawfil Words wherewith nor only the Book of
.St. Fobn’s Revelation, but the facred Canon of Holy Scripture is clofed, Rew. xxii.
18, -19. For Iteftity unto every Man that beareth the Words of the Prophecy of this
Book, if any Man fhall add unto thefe Things, God foall add unto ‘him the Plagues
.2hat are cwritten iri this Book. ' And if any Man fball take atiay from the Words of
the Book of this Prophecy, God./ball take away bis Partout of the Book ‘of Life, and
.eut of the Holy City, and from th: Thirgs awkich are awritten in this Bosk.

Now it is certain, that Gofpel Churches, and the Office of Gofpel Minifters, as’

.well as the publick Ordinances they ‘adminitter, are Matters of Divine Inftitution ;
and tho’ in them the Dauties of natural Worthip are attended and performed, yet that
which relates to Modes, Orders and Ordinances; is principally, if not wholly,

Matter of pofitive Right ; being founded in, and fpringing from the fovereign -

Pleafure of the great Head and King of the Church.

This is the Cafe with Refpe& to Gofpel Minifters, whether ordinary or extraor- ’

.dinary ; they are Chrift's Afcenfion Gifts, Epb. iv. 8, 11, 12. God, by him,

hath fet them in the Church, 1 Cor. xii. 28. Now how fhoild we have known

-what Officers Chrift hath fet in his Church, had not he reveilzd it ? Or that any”
one, as well as another, might not have been a Teacher, contrary to that of the

Apoftle, ver. 29, 30. dre all Apofiles 2 Are all Prophets? Are all Teachers ? & c.

And then, tho’ Reafon may diftate fome Things, with Refpe@l to their neceflary -
Qualifications, as divine Revelation has more fully done : Yet, how fhould we

have known in what Way and Manner, and by whom, they are to be introduced

.into the facred Funétion, if the Mind of Chrift herein, was not, made known to us

in the New-Teftamient ? Surely we muft'have been at a Lofs. But as Mofes was
faithful to him that appointed him, in all his Houfe, -as a Servant, fo Chrift being
more fo, asa Son over his own Houfe, (Heb. iii. 2, 5,6.) hath given us fufficicnt

BireQion, not only as to the Manner of, but alfo, as to the Order of Men that are
to tranfaét this folemn Affair,

* And if we fhould examine all the Ordinations of which there is any Accaunt in
the New-Teftament, we fhall -find that they were performed by Gofpel Minifters, .
either ordinary or extraordinary, and,not the leaft Intimation ot one Layman con-
cerned in them as an Ordiiner. Even the firft Seven Deacons chefen by the .
Church were ordained by the Apoitles, #&.vi. 6. And they (the Apcftles) no
doubt, ordained many others to the Miniftry of the Word and Sacraments, 35c.

until the Church was furnithed with a fufficient Number of Minifters, to manage .

this Branch of the minifterial Office ; and then we find the ordinary Minifters of
the Gofpel, engaged in the folemn Work of Ordination, accarding to divine Di-
rection. -For thus St. Pau/, under the Infpiration of the Holy Ghott, writes to Time-
thy, as one allowed of God, to be put in Fiuft-with the Golpel ; and direts him to -
commit thefame to faithful Men, whofhould be iible to teach others alfo, 2 Tim. i 2.

: ' : compared .
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- And here, let it be.remembred, that the whole of Ordination is fometimes ex-
prefled by the facred Rite of laying on of Hands, as has been already obferved from
1 Zinm. v. 22. to which may beadded, Heb. vi. 2. =~~~

Now the laying on of Hands in the folemn Bufinefs of Ordination, is exprefsly
Ipoken of,as belonging to, and an A& ofthe Prefbytery; as is plain in St. Paxls
cantionary ‘Admonition to Timothy, with Refpe to his own Ordination, in thefe
Words, Neglet not the Gift which is in thee, avbich aas giwen thee by Propbecy,
awith the laying on’ of the Hands of the Prefbytery ; 1 Tim. iv. 14. Not a Word
kere, nor elfewheré in the Holy Bible, of the laying'on” of the Hands of Laity :-. -
No, nor of the laying on of the Hands of the Epifcopacy, or Confiftory of Bithops,
as fuperior to the Prefbyterian Order., . St

compared, 1 Thef.i. 1. ii. 4. And he tells Tizas, that this was one End for which
he left him in Crete, to ordain Elders in every City, Tit. i. 5. or rather in every
Church.---- Now, whatNeed of this, if the Right and Power of Ordination is in
the Church, .or-belongs to Laymen. The Church mjght have ordained their own -
Miniftcrs, and there had been no Occafion of St. Pax/’s leaving Tétus at Crete tpon
this Account ; nor giving thofe Diretions to Timothy, which carry. in them’the
Farce.of a Precept being given by divine Infpiration.

* Moreover Paul and Barnabas, when deftined to the Miniftry of the Gentiles, tho®
extraordinary Minifters before, were ordained not by the Church at Aafioch, but
by the Miniiter; of that Church, according to the Dire@ion of the Holy Ghoft
A& xiii. 1, 2, 3. Now there avere in the Ci{ﬂb that was at Antioch, certain Pro-'

phets and Teachers.--- ds they minifired to ‘the Lord and fafted, the Holy Ghoft faid,
JSeparate me Barnabas and Saul, for the Work abereunto I have called them.  And
awhen they bad fafled and prayed, and laid their Hands on them, they fent them away.
Here is an exprefs Commiffion to thofe Prefbyters in the Church of Antioch, to or-
dain Barnabas and Saul, alias Paul, but not a Word to the Church or Laity : And
here is an Example of Prefbyters ordaining according to the Diretion of the Holy
Ghoft ; and confequently (as St. Pau/s Direétions and Orders to T imtz and Titus,
mentioned above) carrying with them  the Forcg of a Precept, is a fufficient War-
rant for the Minitters of the Gofpel, in every Age of the Chriftian' Church, to or-
dain others to the Work of the Miniftry, when duly called to it. But a plain impli-’
cit Difapprobation of Lai-Ordination, fince there is neither Precept nor Precident
for it in the New-Teftament ; nor fo much as the leaft Hint of any Layman’s being
concerned in any of the Ordinations, we have an Account of in the Gofpel, as an
Ordainer.

It was a celebrated Saying of Dr. Ufber, that Ordinis eff Ordinare: And T think
it is evident, from what has been faid, that it belongs to the minifterial Office, as
an infeparable Branch of it. And if we examine the principal Pleas made in Favour
of Lai-Ordination, and lay them in the Ballance againft what has been offered
above, we fhall find them to belight and trivial,

" If the Church’s Right of Election, be pleaded in Favour of Lai-Ordination,
againft what has been faid above, as it is by fome, who fay, If the Church or Peo-
ple have a Right to chufe their own Minifter, which is the Greater, then they have
a'Power toordain him which is the Leffer : I anfwer, '

Tho’ it be allowed that the Chyrch or People have a Right to chufe their own
Paftor, under proper Limitations ; fuch in particular, asfubmitting the Qualifica-
tions of the Candidate, to the Examination, Judgment, and Approbation of the
Pretbytery,” or proper Minifters of Religion, who muft be allowed to be the moft
proper Judges: Yet, it is aMatter of Difpute, whether Ele&ion be, in every Refpest,
greater than Ordination ; I trow nc;ta.---But yet, allowing it to be fo, It wtihe not
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" ftrengthens the Doubt is this, that Jefus Chrift,.. who not only knew what the State
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. St. Paul, itis true; fpeaks of the Gift of God which was in Timotky, by the put-
ting on'of his Hands. ‘His Words are thefe, Whersfore 1put thee in remembrance, .
that thou fir up the. Ggft.;f God awbhich is in thee, by the putting on of my Hands,
2 Tim, i. 6. If by the Gift of God here, be meant the Gift or Office of the Mini-
ftry, (which undoubtedly is the Gift fpoken of in the forecited Text) then either
Timothy was ordained twice, once by the Prefbytery, and another Time by St. Pau/,.
or elfe the Apoftle and the Prefbytery were united, and aéed ini concert in his Or-
dination, - But the former, i.e. Timothy’s being ordained twice, (I think) can, by

v

thence follow, that the Laity have a Right and Power to ordain, fince (a3 I have
fhown) this Work is peculiarly limitted to the Minifters-of the Gofpel, as belonging
to their Office-Power : And not the leaft Countenanee, either by Precept or Prece-
dent, given to Ordination by Laymen. So that the Comparifon between chufing

. and ordaining, little affects the prefent Argument.

- Ifany object againft what has been offered, and in Favour of Lai-Ordination.
fay, that in Cafe of Trefpaffes or Offences, we are direéted by Chrift, to deal with
an offénding Brother privately in the firft Place; and if the End of fraternal Admo-
nition is notanfwered by this Method, then to tell it unto the Church, Mat.xviii. 1 5,.
16, 15.---If be negleft to bear thee, tell it unto the Church.--- And from hence con -
¢lude the Authority of the Church or Laity, to be fo great, that they are invefted:
with the Power of Ordination. To fuch I would fay,

" Thatas there is a Diverfity of Opinions about the Quality of the Church here-
seationed ; fo it may be fomewhat difficult to determine who, or what Church ic-
is that Chrift refers to here.” If by the Church here be meant (as fomz would have -
it) only Certus Fidelium, or the Church diftinét from her Officers ; it cannot be fup-
pofed thiat there is any Thing more than a Power of Judgment allowed unto them ;.

furely not an Office-Power: For this would bea blending the Clerk and the Laick.

together ; and a confounding the Diftintion between Paftors and People, thofe that.
rule, and thofe that ought to bein Sybjection, who are plainly diftinguithed in 1 T4/
v. 12,13, Heb. xiii. 7,17 et alib%.-ﬁenc’e Ithink it is evident, that the Church-
to which Chrift refers here, is the Church to whom he has commitied the Keys,
and a Power of exercifing them ; and this cannot be meant of a Church without
her Officers : For the Keys both of Dotrine and Difcipline, are committed to the.
Church as organized, and fo capable of exercifing them, as is evident from Mas..
xviii. 18. or rather to the Minifters and Officers of the Church, fee Mar. xvi. 19,
And if this be the Cafe (as undoubtedly it is) the objected Text will be fo far from
favouring, that it will militate againft Lai-Ordination : For it is the Minitters and
not the People that are to exercife the Power of the Keys. As in other Inftances, .
fo in this of opening the Door, and introducing well-qualified Candidates into the |
facred Inclofure of the Gofpel Miniftry by Ordination. . )

But fome may further obje&, and plead the Neceflity of Lai-Ordination in fome.
Inftances ; as particularly, in the Cafe of a Number of Chriftians being caft on a
defolate Ifland, or providentially removed from the Reft of the Chriflian World, at
fuch a Diftance, that Ordination by Minifters cannot be obtained, tho’ they have
one among them otherwife qualified to be their Teacher. To which I anfwer,

" ThatI very much Queftion, whether any fuch Cafe ever has been or ever will be -
true in Fa&, of 2 Number of Chriftians, fo feparated from the Reft of the Chrittian.
World (in a Place where they might have the Liberty of attending the Ordinances
of Chriftianity) that Ordination by the Hands of Prefbyters, might not be cbtained.
in due Time, tho’ not fo foon as might be with'd. And that which very much
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no Means, be allowed as trae in Fa& ; for this plain Reafon, becaufe'a Perfon or-
dained once, according to the Golpel Conftitution, is, by Vistue of that Ordina-
tion, invefted with all the Powers of a Gofpel Minifter. It would therefore be ab-:
furd and unredfonable to repeat the Solemnity, if not wretched trifling, and an.
impious Profanation of the facred Ordinance, there being no Occafion for it. And
if the latter be admitted, as fome would have it, that the Apoftle and Prefbytery
were united, and ated in Conjun&ion in Timorky’s Ordination ;. then, fince we
find no Marks of Diftin&ion between the Apoftle’s Power, and the Power of the
Prefbytery in this Ordination, there is good Ground to conclude, that St. Paal
aé&ted in his ordinary Capacity, as a Prefbyter or Elder ; for fo the Apoftles, (and
St. Paul among the Reft) fometimes did, as might be made evident from fundry
Paffages in the A&s of the Apoftles. § It is indeed evident, beyond Difpute, tt&mt

of the Chriftian Church in all its Branches, from its firftErection, and of all theChil--
dren of God, even to the End of the World, would be, but was faithful in all his
Houfe asa Son ; has made no Provifion for any fuch Cafe. Butif fuch a Cafe is, or.
fhould be, (in my Kumble Opinion) it is the Duty of a People, under fach Circum-
flances, to wait upon and worfhip God, infuch Duties of Religion as they may and
ought to attend without a Paftor, and not to profane a facred Inftitution,. that they
might enjoy fpecial Ordinances ; which would be doing Evil that' Good might.
come of it. - .
~ But then, there is another Cafe jn which fome plead a Sort .of Neceflity : It is.
this, There are not a few in the late tumultuous Seafons of Separation and Divi-
fion, who fay the ftanding Miniftry is corrupt, dead, formal, conformed to the
World, immoral, &c. And therefore, they muft come out from among them, be.
feparate, and fet up the Miniftry among themfelves. To fuchas thofe I would fay,
That Corruption in Principle, a dead Formality, Conformity to the World, and-
Immorality, are much to be lamented, in profefling Chriftians of a private Charac-'
ter; but much more fo in thofe that fuftain the {acred Chara&er of Gofpel Minifters..
And indeed, Herefy and grofs Immorality, wil§ difqualify them for the facred-
Funétion ; and a Scparation from them may be juftified, if they are not fufpended ;-
which ought to be done. But then, is this the Cafe of all? No, bleffed be God, there'’
is a goodly Number of orthodox, pious, zealous and judicious Minifters of Chrift in*
the Land, even in this corrupt Age. And it is very evident, that thofe who make-
this Plea, to juftify their finful Separations, and impious Invafions of the minifterfal
Office, not only run into fuch wild Extravigancies as are_a Reproach to Reafon
and haman Natare ; but fome of them into grofs Immoralities. And it eertainly
ccncerhs them, to confider how they fhall be able to account to the Judge of all, for
their upjuftifiable Separations, and unfcriptural Ordinations, when this Enquiry
fhall be made, By what Authority doft thou thefe Things ? And who gave thee
this Authority ? ' " '
" § Asitis indifputibly evident, that the Apoftles, as Minifters of Chrift, fuftai.-
ned a two-fold Chara&er, the onc extraordinary, which was that of an Apoftler
i the Scripture Senfe of that Office, and the other ordinary, namely, -that
of a Prefbyter or Elder ; fo it may be made fufficiently plain, by a Variety of In-
fances, that they a@ed in both thefe different Capacities, fometimes in the- one,
and fometiries in the other. One or two Inftances in both Cafes may be mention-
ed here. The firft is that of St. Pezer, who, in the Cafe of Aranias and Sapphira,:
alting in the extraordinary Capacity of an Apoftle, under the immediate Direction.
of the-Holy Ghoft, difcovered their Sacrilegious Fa&, and wretched Falfhood,’
difcerned the Wickednefs of their Hearts, and, by the apoftotick Rod, 'punt'lrilhch
em
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they fuitained the Chara&er of Elders or Prefbyters : St. Peter, that eminent Apo-
ftle of the Circumcifion, exprefsly calling himfelf fo in his firft Epiftle, 5th Chap.
at the Beginning ; and St. Jobn, -the favourite Difciple too, in his 2d and 3d Epif~
tles. And itis more than probable, that they frequently acted in-that Capacity.
And if this was the Cafe of St. Paw/ in Timothy’s Ordination, it was no ‘more than
a Prefbyterian Ordination : For tho’ St. Pax/was an Apoftle, yet his Hand, in the
fuppofed Cafe, is to be confidered as that of a Prefbyter. , ,

But the Gift of God, which 7imothy received by the putting on of the Apoftle’s

Hands, was (as I humbly conceive) fomething diftiné: from his Ordination. Ifay
quite diftin& from his Ordination ; which, according-to the Prophecies that went
before of him, || was performed by the laying on of the Hands of the Prefbytery. {
But he received the extraordinary Gifts of the Holy Ghoft, by the putting on of
the Apoftle’s Hands ; and this I conclude, is the Giftintended in the laft cited Text
to Timothy. + Andif this was the Cafe, (which is moft propable) then St. Pux/ had .
no Hand atall in Timothy’s Ordination, as an Ordainer. But the whole Solemnity,
was managed and performed.by the Prefbytery ; and fo (frictly fpcaking) -it was,
wholly a Prefbyterian Ordination. .

- And accordingly, all the Ordinations we have an Account of in the New-Tefta-
ment, wcre,perérmed by Prefbyters, or Men ating in that Charadter and Ca-
pacity. By-fuch were Paw/ and Barnabas ordained, tho’ extraordinary Minifters
before, as I have already obferved, 4&. xiii. r, 2, 3. § Andas fuch they ordained
others, 4&. xiv. 23. By fuch was Timothy ordained, as is abundantly evident from
‘what has been already faid. Sach were Timothy and Titus, and as {uch they were
«direCted to ordain others ; See 2 Tim. ii. 2. Tit.i. §. .

Now

‘them with immediate Death, 4&. v. 1.---10. Of the fame Kind, tho’ different in
Degree, was the Punifhment inflited by St. Pau/ upon Elymas the Sorcerer, for
perverting the right Ways of the Lord, 4#. xiii. 8,---11. To which [ may add,
that the Apoftles a&ted in their extraordinary Charaéter, when they conferred the
miraculous Gifts of the Holy Ghof, it being 2 Power and Honour peculiar to them,
AZ. viii. 14,----z1. But then, at 6ther Times, we find the Apoftles a&ting in their
ordinary Capacity, as Prefbyters. Thisis clear in that famous Synod or Council,
held at Ferwfalem, to decide the Controverfy that had rifen in the Church of
Antioch, concerning Circumcifion, and the Obfervation of the ceremonial Law :’
Of which we have an Account, 42. xv. The Members of this Council, were the
Apoftles and Elders of the Church of Ferufalem,ver. 6. TheMatter of Controverfy
(itfeems) was largely debated in this Synod ; and to ripen Things for a Determi-
nation, we find fundry of the Apoftles, firft Peser, then Paul/ and Barrabas, after
that Fasmes, reafoning upon the Cafe, and after that giving their Judgment, ver.
Pymmnnn 29. Whereas, had they ated in their extraordinary Charater, they might,
as infallible Guides of the Church, have determined the Cafe by their apoftolick
Authority, under the immediate Direction of the Holy Ghoft ; and added fome

_extraordinary Confirmation of their Determination, if needful.

il 1 Tim. i. 18. It feems there had been Prophefies before of Timothy, that he
fhould be taken into the Miniftry, and prove eminent in the facred Calling ; and
for this Reafon, I conceive, the Gift of the Miniftry is faid to be given to him by
Prophecy, with the laying on of the Hands of the Prefbytery. 1 1 Tim. iv. 14.
t 2 Tim.i. 6.

§ They were not Apoftles nor Diocefan Bifhops, but ftated Minifters in the
Church at Antioch, of equal Authority, tho’ fome, if not all of them, might be’
endued with extraordinary Gifts, in that Age of Miracles,

Py
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- Now, from thefe Scripture Precedents, without the Addition of any more, it is
‘evident, that the Right and Power of Ordination does belong to Prefbyters as fuch;
or to the ordindry ftanding Minifters of the Gofpel ;- fuch as are called Paftors and
Teachers, Epb. iv. 11, But moft frequently defcribed by the Chara&er of Pref-
byters or Elders; 1 and fometimes called Bithops : * For the fame Perfons that
are called Elders in one Place, are called Bifhops in another ; they being anly
-two diftin® Names or Charaéters for one and the fame Officer, in the Church of
Chrift ; as may befeen in 4&. xx. ver. 17, compared with the 28th, Tir.i. ..
withthe 7th, and elfewhere. + - v - i
" And thefe are the Officers to whom the Right and Power of Ordination does be-
long, as I obferv’d but juft now. C .
.gnd, indeed, it muft belong to them, or to none. For altho’ human and civil
Fonﬁitutions have multiplied, and made a great Diftinttion of Officers, withwhich
ome Churches are burdened, if not corrupted ; § and which the Holy Scriptures
know nothingof: Yet, bydivine Inftitution, there are no Officers in the New Tefta-
ment Church, invefted with the Powers of the Gofpel Paftor, fuperior ‘to Prefby-
ters or Elders ; -nor have there been any fince the apoftolick Age.  For the apofto- -«
lick Ofiice expired with the Perfons of the Apoftles; and they have no Succeflors
in their extraordinary Charafter, as Apoftles, but in their ordinary Capacity as
Prefbyters only. ' '
- This being a Point of no {mall Importance in the prefent Subje of Enquiry,
deferves fome particular Attention : And it might be argued, with a fatisfying De-
gree of Clearnefs, from the Way and Manner 1n which the Apofties were fent forth
ypon their extraordinary Ambafly, as Apoftles; there having been none from
that Time to this, that ever received the fame Miffion immediately from Chrift, in:
that extraordinary Way and Manner as the Apoftles did ; of which we have an:
Accountin Joba xx. 21, 22. ' L
. But left I offend by too great a Degree of Prolixity, I fhall wave this Argument
bare, and put the Evidence of the Point upon a Confideration of two extraordinary
R e RN sl . - coes Qxaliﬁcatious,»’

< 1 rTim v.r, 17, 19. AZ0xiv. 23, XV, 6. v Pat.v. 1. et alibi. * Pilip, i, 1.
1 Tim. iii. 1, 2. . ) S . i
"+ As the Namesof Bithop ‘and Prefbyter are promifcaoufly ufed in the New
Teftament, as defcriptive of the Gofpel Paftor and Teacher, or the ordinary ftan-.
ding Minifters of Chrift 5 fo from an Identity of Names, may be argued an Identity
of Offices. Phus in 4&. xx. St.-Pai/ having fent to Epbefus, and called the Elders.
of that Charchto Miletas, where he then was, ver..r7. .gives them this Charge,
ver. 28, Take Heed therefore unto yourfelves, and to all the Flock. over abich the
Holy Ghoff bath made you OverseErs (Bithops in the Original)- 4 feed the Church
of God, &Fc. From which it is evident, that the Government of the Church of Epbe-
Jus was committed to a Plurality of Elders, or Prefbytery, and not -to a fingle Per-
fon, or Diocefar Bithop ; and confequently, that Prefbyters have aPower of Ordina-
tion, fince the Powers of Ordination and Goverament go together. Yea, that they
have a Right by Scriptate to all-thofs Powers which Chrift has granted to any of
his ftanding Minifters, by what Charater foever they are defcribed. ) .

. And the Apofile having (in'7i2. i. 3, 6.7 laid down fome-of-the Qualifications of
the Elders, whom he left Titus to ordain in every City or Church st Crete, gives this
Recfon (ver. 7.) forinfifting on thofe Qualifications, For @ Bifbop muft be: blame-.
Iefs, as the Steward of God, &c. which would be no Reafon at all, unlefs the Apo-
file intended the fame Officer by the Bifhop; ver. 7. as he did by the Elders, ver. .
and invelicd with the fame Powers ; .both of Ordination and- Jurifdiftion, . "~
_ § Archbifhops, Diocefun Biliops, Deans, ‘Chapters;” Piebends, Archdeacons,
Parlons, Vicars, Curates, &ey = 7>~ 7 -+ R - o0
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valifications, eflentially neceffary to conftitute an Apoftlé, in.the Scripture: Senfe -
of that Chara&ler ; which have long fince ceafed, and are not to be found among7
any Order of Men upon Earth. ' S
One of which Qualifications, was a Sight of Jefus Chrift, with the Eyes of the -
Body after. his Refurretion: Not that all thofe who thus faw Chrift were Apoftles: **
No, they muft have an apoflolick. Miffion, with other effential Qualifications be- .
longing to an Apoftle. -But without this. none could be Apoftlés, in the true Serip-.
ture Senfe of that Charadter and Office. For one main Article of that Bufinefs, ,
which the Apoftles wete fent forth. upon, was. to be Witneffes of the Death and'’,
Refurrection of Jefus Chrift. Important Fa&s, upon which the Truth, the Hopes,..
and the Comforts of our. Holy Religion eminently depends!” Now it being requi-*
fite that Witnefles fhould be able to teftify to a Truth or Matter of ‘Fa&, from their. -
own perfonal Knowledge; it. was, therefore one neceffary Qualification of an:
Apoftle, that he had feen Jefus after his Refurreétion, that fo he might be a2 good:
Evidence of his having declared himfelf to be the Son.of God, with Power, by his'.
Refurrection from the Dead. 1 ' o
Hence, when thg Vacancy in the College of the Apoftles, made by the Treafon.
of Fudas, + was to be filled up, _ it was required as a neceffary Qualification in the.
Perfon that fhould fupply it, that he was one who had accompanied with the Apot-:
tles, all the. Time that the Lord Jefus went in_and out among them ; beginning
from the Baptifin of Jobn, unto that fame Day that he was taken up from them ; .
that he might be a Witnefs with them of Chrift’s Refurreftion: See 4#. 1. 21, 22,
Upon this Account, the Apoftle Pau/ had an extraordinary Vifion of Chiift, af-
ter his Refurretion ; not only in. his Journey to Damafeus, | but when he was
caught .up into. the third Heaven, § where we may fuppofé his Sight of Chrift,’
was more immediate and full. And he, as a Witnefs of Chrift’s Refurrection,
could fay; lattof all, He avas feen of me alfs, as _one born (i.e. to the.apoftolick
Office) out of due Time, 1 Cor, xv. 8. And upon this Footing, challenged thofe that .
difputed his Apoftlethip, in fich Language as this, An" I not an Apofile.? Hawe T
not een Fefus Chrift-our Lord:? 1 Cor. jx. 1. N
Thus much for the prefent, of the firf} extraordinary Qualification of an Apoftle,”.
in his peculiar and diftinguifhed Charatter. o P
Moteover, that-tlie Apofiles might: be enabled to produce.inconteftible Creden- -
tials of their extraordinary Miffion. and Authority ; angther pre-requifite Qualifi«
cation, was their being furnithed. with the extraordinary Giffs of the Holy Ghot,
that {o they might have Power to. confirm the. new and f{ublime Doglrines: they
thould preach, and the furprifing Fadls; they. thould declare by miraculous Opera- .
tions and Effe®s.. ..~ . . = | : . o
That Branch therefore of their Commifion, by which . they adted in their ex.
traordinary Chara&er, as Apoftles, feems to be the moft plainly and fuily exprefled, .
by our Lord Redeemer, in the, forecited xxth .of Jobs, ver. 21. where, fpeaking
to the Apoftles, he faid, s the Father bath fent me, even fo fend 1 you. For ittol.
Tows, ver. 22. And awben be bad faid this, be breathed.on them, and faid, receive ye.
2he Holy Ghopf. § Which muft be meant of the miraculous. Gifts of the Holy Ghof, .

and

* Chrift was fegn after his Refurre@tion, by many that were not Apoftles, Ma?.
xxviiis 9. 1 Cor. xx.6. f Rom..i. 4. + A&. 1. 25. || 4&. ix. 3,---8. § 2 Cor. xin
14---7.- And as St. Pau/had an extraordinary Vifion of Chrift at both thofe Seafons,
fo he had an extraordinary Miffion.: See 4&. xxvi. 16, 17, 18. correfpondent to
that Fohn xx. 21, 22. . -

€ Inthe firicteft Senfe (fays Mr. Henry ‘} this is a/fpecial Commiffion to the

t

\poftles themfelves, and the firft Preachers of the' Gofpel; who (being endued wi}t"h
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aad not of his fantifying Influences ; for they had received the Holy Ghoft, as a
Spirit of Santtification before this : But now had a Specimen and Earneft of the
more plentifal Effufions of the Holy Ghoft, in his extraordinary Gifts and Powers
after Chrift’s Afcenfion.

Accordingly, we. find that they were not allowed to enter upon their extraor-
dinary Miniftry, until they had received thofe extraordinary Gifts, in a more plenti-
full and fuperabundant Meafure. Our Blefled Lord, therefore, (a little before his
Afcenfion) faid unto them, Bebold I fend the Promife of my Father uponyou : But
tarry ye in the City of Jerufalem, until ye be endued with Poswer fromon bigh'; as
$t. Luke informs us in the xxivth, Chap. of his Gofpel, at the 4g9th Verfe. And
refering (I fuppofe) to the fame Time, in 4&.i. 4, 5. tells us, that He (Jefus being
affembled «with them (the Apoftles whom he had chofen) commanded them that they
Jbould not depart frem Jerufalem, but avait for the Promife of the Father, avbich,
Jaid be, ye bave beard of me. For, John truly 5a£tizm’ awith Water 3 but ye foall be
baptized with the holy Ghoft, mot many Days bence. * And then adds, ver. 8. 7e
Jball receivve Power, after the boly Ghaft is come upon you ; and ye fball be Witnefles
xnto me, both in Jerufalem, andin all Judea, and in Samaria, and unta the uttermoft
Part of the Earth,

In Obedience, therefore, to their divine Mafter’s Command, the Apoftles waited
in the City of Ferufalem, till the Day of Pentecoff.; and then entered upon their
publick Miniftry, as may be feen in the 4&s of the Apoftles + ; being plentifully
furnifhed with the miraculous Gifts of the holy Ghof-; fuch as are enumerated by
St. Paulin 1 Cor. xii. 8; g, 10. For to one is given by the Spirit the Word of Wifdem ;
to anotber the Word-of Knoavledge by ths fame Spirit 5 to another Faith by the fame
Spirit 3 to another the Gifts of Healing by the fame Spirit ; to another the Working
of Miracles ; to another Prophecy 5 to another the Difcerning of Spirits ; to another -
divers Kinds of Tongues 5 to another the Interpretation of- Tongues.

*. .Thus, I have fet before you, two-of the extraordinary, but yet effential Quali.

fications of an Apofile (confidered -in-his proper and. diftinguithing Charater) as
appears: from what has been -faid ; with -this View, to thow you that they, as
Apottles, have no Succeflors in the Chriftian Church ; but that their apoftolick
Office being extraordinary was temporary, and expired with their Perfons, as was
obferved betore. )

For, as it is not confiftent with'the Wifdom-of God, to continue .an extraordinary
Office in the Church of which there is no fpecial Occafion, fo it.is not agreeable to
the.good Pleafure.of God’s Willthat any Perfon fhould be employedin fuch an Of.
fice, orindéed in any other, inthe Church, who wants the effentialQualifications, .
refpectively- belonging - thereunto.. By Confequence thére can be no juft Claim
made, by any, to a Succeflion in - the apoftolick Office, who are deftitute of thofe
extraordinary- but effential apoftolick Qualifications, that have been und:lr Confi-

eration

theextraordinary Gifts of the Holy Ghoft) could diftinguith who were in the Gall .
of Bitternefs and Bond of Iniquity, and who were not. By Virtue of. this Power,
Peter ftruck Ananias 2nd Sapphira dead, and Paul ftruck Elymas blind. )

* As the Promife of.she Meffiah’s coming in the Flefh,. was the great Promife of
the Old Teftament: So the Promife of the holy Ghoft, in a greater Meafure of h!s
extraordinary ad well as fan@ifying Influences than had been known before, is
the great Promiféspf the New. ~And as the Spirit comes from the Father in the °
Name and by-thic Mediasion. of the Son, fo Chrift had frequently put his Difciples
in Mind of this Blefiing as the Promife of the Father, Fobn xiv. 12, 16, 17, 26.
xv. 26, xvi. 7,----14. therein refering to fuch Prom'xfe‘s of th,e F a.ther as thofe,
Ui, xliv. 3. Focl ii.. 28,--30. confirmed by the Predition and Teftimony of Fohn

Baptift with Reference to Chrift, Mat. iii. 11. and by St. Peter, 42. ii.33- % /jﬂ. i,
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“Beration, § whoeverthereforeputsin a Claim to fuch a Siccefion, is bat a Pretender;
-boafting” of a falfe Gift, like Clouds and Wind -without Rain, unle(s he can juftify
the Clam, by being able, with Truth, to declare, that he has feen Chrift fince

his Refurrection, as the Apoftles did;---that he has the Gift of Tongues; Healing;

working Miracles, {fc. But where are the Men that can juftify a Pretence to any

of thefe Extraordinaries ! Hence (I think) it appears evident, beyond any rational

Difpute, that a Succeflion to the Apoftles, in their extraordinary Charatter has

Jong fince ceafed ; or to fpeak more properly, there never was inReality any fuch
Succeflion, in an ordinary Way. € R -
But, altho’ the the Apottles have no Succeflors, in their extraordinary Chara&er,

-as Apoftles, yet all the true Minifters of Chrift are Succeflors to them in their
ordinary Capacity, as Prefbyters, or Gofpel Paftors.  And, upon their Ordination

are inveiled with the fame, yea, and all the Powers granted to the Apoftles, as ordi..
nary- Minifters -of Chrift, by his Commiflion, in Ma¢. xxviii. which he introduces.

with ' this Preface, ver. 18. A/l Power is giwen unto me in Heaven and in Earth,

And then follows the Commiflion, ver. 19,20. in thefe Words, Goye therefore and.

teach all Nations, baptixing them in the Name of the Fatber, and of theSon, and of
-the boly Ghoft : Teaching them to obferve all Things whatfoever Ihave commanded you.

I have had Occafion, more than once, to mention that divine Miffion, by Virtue
«of which the Apoftles afted in their extraordinary Charafter, as is recorded in

‘Tobn:

§ There was undoubtedly Occafion for thofe extraordinary Gifts and miraculoas
Powers, wherewith the Apoftles and firft Minifters of Religion, under the Gofpel,
were furnithed in that Age; they being neceffary to quality and fit them for the
important Service of ereting and building up the Chriftian Church, . in the tender
Age and critical Period of an infant State, when violently oppofed by the united
Torce of Jeais and Pagans ; and the Mind of Chrift, with refpe to his Church
was pot, as yet, fully made known. Butwhen the Canon of Scripture was com-
pleated, the Doétrines of the Gofpel fufficiently attefted by Miracles, and the.
Chriftian Religion eftablifhed in the World, there was no further need of continving
thofe extraotdinary Giftsand Powers.. It was therefore the Will of God, according
to the Didtates of his infinite Wifdom, to withdraw them. And as it is probable
that the faperior Authority, which the Apoftles exercifed over other Minifters of

the Gofpel in their Day, was founded, it not wholly, yet more, in shofe extraor-.

dinary Gifts of Infallibiiity, difcerning Spirits, and other miraculovs Powers where-
with they were furnithed, thanin any fpecial Superiority inherient in their Office,
or coming from any other Quarter ; fo thofe extraordinary Gifts ceafing, that
Superiority of Power ceafes too. ‘And it is a'vain Thing for any to pretend to a
Succeffion to the Apoftles, in their extraordinary Character, who are deftitute of
thofe extraordinary Gifts and Powers. ‘ :

€ Tt is'true Marthias did, ia a Senfe, fucceed Fudas in the Apoftolate, inafmuch-

as-he took Part of the Miniftry and Apoftlefhip, from which Fudas by Trenfgreffion
tell, 4. 1. 25. But then as Matthias was qualified to be 2 Witnefs of Chrift’s Refur-
re€tion, having accompanied with the Brethren and Apoftles all the Time that the
Lord Jefus went in and out among them, Ver. z1, 22. fo he was chofen by Ler,
{a divine Determination) and not ordained by the Impofition of Men’s Iiands, but
..by the holy Ghoft, as they all were not many|Days after, Ver. 23, 24, 26. compare
AA&. ii. 1,---.4. Thus the Number of the I'welve was made up ; as afterwards
Wwhen Fames, another of the Apc files was martyr'd, 44. ®ii. 2. Pawl wa$ made an
Apoftle, not by human, but divine Ordination, in a very extraordinary Way, of
which he gives us an Account, 4% xxvi. 13,---18, and therefore calls himf!
&n Apoftle, nit of Men, neither by Mad)burdy Foful aud 'Gol the Father, avko raifid
fio uthe Dead, Gulol 1. . - . D
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zoh:x. 21, .22. Which Miffion they received from our Lord Redeemer, the.
Night after his Refurre@ion. But the Commiffion jufl nbw recited, it feams, wae
given fome Time' after this, probably but: a' little before Chrift’s Afcenfion into -
geavea'-t, it being the Magna Charta-of all minifterial Power, in his Gofpel.
Charch. Iadeed, as itwas primarily given, and perfonally direted to the Apofiles,,
4o, there feems to be fomething in it peculiar to them, as they had the World: for
their Diocefs, and’all Nations committed to them as their Cure 1 : Whereas upon
the Introdué&ion and Settlement of Chriftanity in a:Couatry, or Land, it appears to
be agreeable to the Gofpel Conflitution, that particular Paftors: fhould be fet over:
articular Churches therein: ere@led upon. the Gofpel Plaw, as their fpecial:
harge. * Neverthelefs, inafmuach as there are many Nations in -the World:
Strangers to the Gofpel;, and even in-Chriftian-Countrics there may be, as there’
ate at this Day, many Churches and Congregations defitute of fixt Paftors, I can.
fee mo Inconfiftency with-the Gofpel Contflitution in ordaining Minifters at large, .
and" fending them forth to difciple Heathen Nations ; or to preach the Gofpel, -

+St. Paul, in 1 Cor. xv. §,--8. reckons.up five feveral Appearances of Chrift after
kiis Refurreftion, befides that to himfelf after his Afcenfion, Thefirftwas toCepbasor
Peter, thento the Twelve, called {0, tho® Fwdas was no longer among them, becaufe -
this was.their firft' conftituted and ufoal Number : Then to five hundred Brethren.
atonce. Afier that he was feen of Fames fingly, and then of all.the Apottles to
whom he appeared more than dnce. Now it.is evident they received their extraor-
dinary Miflion, recorded in Jobs xx. 21, 22. the Night after Chrift's RefurreQtion,
Luke xxiv. 33,---36, compare Yabn xx. 19,5+-21. But I think it is more tham.
probable, that.the grand Commiffion in Ma¢. xwviii. 19, z0. was not given till:
fome Time after this: For it was given to' the Eleven er, Mat. xxviii..
16,~--20. But Themar was not ent, at the firft Interview, and when his
Brethren gave ‘him . an Account of his. Appéarance to them the Night afier his:
Refurrettion, he would not receive it for Truth, being under the Power of Unbelief,
as to the important Faé of Chrift’s Refurreftion, 7obs xx. 24, 25. And therefore;.
cight Days after this,'Chrift appearsto his Dikiplesagain, Thomasbeing with them;:
and gives him the moit fenfible Broofs. of his Refurrettion, ver. 26; 27. After this.
Interview,. Chrift difcdvered. himfelf: to Peser-and fundsy. other Apoftles at the Sea:
of Tiberias, Jobnxxi. 1, ----14, This was the third Time that Jefns thewed him-,
felf to his Difciples after that he was.rifen from the Dead, After this he appeared
to the whole Body of: his Difciples at the Mountain, where he had appoimem’m,
to meethim in Galilee, Mat. xxviii. 16. Mark xvi. 7. And, after this he met them,
feveral Times.at Yersfalem, and :difcourfed with them concerning the Affairs of
his Kingdom, #&. i. 1,-----8. And laft ofall, he was feen of them on Mount.
Oliwvet : But awbile they bebeld, be wwas takin up, and a bright Clond receiwed bim
Yut of their Sight,. A8. 1. 9,---,12,: Luke xxiv. 50, 51. Now [ think there is good,
‘Ground to conclude, that at fome of thefe laft Seafons of Chrift’s Appearance, ang
converfing with his Difciples, a little, if not immedijately before his Afcenfion,,
he charged them with this grand Commiffion, .which from hence appears to be the .
ftanding Bafis of all minifterial Power in-the Church ; whergas the former, in Fobs
. XX. 21, 22. was temporary and peculiar to the Apofiles. . oL
- 1 But this has nothing in it pecaliar to_them; unlefs it be the Extenfivenefs of
their Charge, being fent through the World to predch the Gcii:pel.,to every Creatwre,,
Mark xvi.- 15. or to difciple all Nations, Mar. xxviii. 1g. For in all* other Ref-
" pells, it belongs to all the ordinary ftanding Minifters,of Chriftin all the fucceflive
Ages of the'Church ; and there may be Cafes in which: the ordinary Minifters - of
the Gofpel bave a juf and loud Call ta.diftiple the ungofpelized Nations of the
Worlds  * Tiz. i. 5. S M S E
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‘. . -

even in a Chriftian Country, and do the Work of aﬁ Evangeliﬁ.} in fupplyi;ag .

deftitute Churches and Con tions, as there fhall be Occafion. For, emergent’
- Circumftances may be a juft Ground of varying from the general Rules of any -
Conttitution. : : ‘ :
But whatever circumftantial Variations, in fuch like Matters of Liberty may be
made by chriftian and minifterial Prudence, which is profitable to dire& : Yet the’
Commiflion under Corfideration, being the grand Bafis of all minifterial Power
in theChurch, therefore as the Apottles did, fo allftheir Succeflors do receive théir
Office-Power and Authority from Chrift by this Grant ; as is apparent from the
FPromife annexed to this Commiflion, by our divine Mafter, in thefe Words, And-
do 1 am with you alway, ewen unto the End of the World, Amen.* A plain Evidence
that this Commiffion was not given only to the Apoftles perfonally confidered ;
becaufe they are long fince dead. And therefore, fince (as I have fhown you)
they have no Succeflors in their extraordinary Charater, as Apoftles, it muft
belong to their Succeffors in their ordinary Capaci;y as Elders or Prefbyters ; that

s, to the ordinary ftanding Minifters of the Gofpel who receive their Office-
é .

Power and Authority, from Chrift by this Commiflion.

" And indeed they muft receive their Power from Chrift by this Commiffion, or
by none at all ; for there is no other divine Conflitution in this Cafe provided by
him, who is the only fupream Head, King, Lord and Lawgiver of the Church.

Now if this, which 1s the only ftanding Commiflion, belongs to Prefbyters, or
the ordinary flanding Minifters of the Gofpel (as it evidently does) then it muft
belong'to them in the full Extent of it, -unlefs Chrift has limited it, and given all
the Powers to fome, and Part only - to others. Bat no fuch Limitation or Divifion.
is to be found in the holy Scriptutes of the New-Teftament, wherein Chrift has

iven us the Pattern and Orders of his Houfe. And if Jefus Ch:ift, to whom all.’

ower is given in Heaven and in Earth, § has not made any fuch Limitation or
Divifion ofg the Powers granted in his Commiffion, then certainly no Man, or
Order of Men under Heaven have a Right to do it, unlefs Chrift has given them
this limiting and dividing Power, But no fuch Grant of a limiting apd dividing;
Power made to- any Man, orOrder of Men, is to be found in the holy Bible.,
Confequently all the ‘ordinary Powers granted by this Commiffion, muft belong to
Prefbyters, as fuch, "or to the ordinary ftanding Minifters of the Gofpel, invefted
with the paftoral Office. -~ = . = S .
.- And accordingly, if every true Minifter of the Gofpel has all the Powers
granted by Chrift's Commiffion to the Apoftles, confidered.in their- erdinary
Charadter as Prefbyters, then certainly they have the Power. of Ordination com-
mitted to them ; becaufe Ordination belongs to the minifterial Power, as aninfe-
parable Branch of it. - : . C s -
Andindeed they efther have -all the Powers granted by Chrift’s Commifion under

Confideration, or they have none of thofe Powers.' If the former, then they have, '

no Superiors under Chrift in the minifterial Office ; and fo cannot be exempted or
bared from exercifing any Part or Branch of the minifterial Pqwer. If the latter, then
they have no minifterial Authority at all, but only an empty Title, without the
leaft Branch or t‘[Z«:igree of Office-Power ; which is an Abfurdity that can by no,
Means be_admitted of. For a Commiffion. from the fupreme Head, or Source of’.
Power, always derives Authority with it, peculiar to the Office wherewith any one
is invefted by it: Yea, all the Branches of Power belonging to that Office. §
: o .  Therefore,
. §2Tim. iv. 5. * Mat. xxviii. 20. § Ver. 18.
|| As itisevident beyond any rational Controverfy, that Prefbyters receive their
minifterial Power from Chrift by that Commiffion, Mat; xxviii. 19, zo. given Py i-
. : . } marily
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Therefore, either Prefbyters have no Power to baptize and admiaifter the Lord’s
Sapper, or they have Power to ordain. For as the Power of an Officer is derived
from the proper Source of Power, by that Commiffion which impowers him to dif-
charge the Duties of his Office, anc{ can tome in no other Way, nor from any other -
C%larter ; fo the Powers granted, by Chrift’s Commiffion, to all the true Minifters
of the Gofpel, are full, undivided, and may not be curtail’d or abridged.

- Hear then theConclufion ofthe wholeMaxter: If Prefbyters, or the ftanding ordi
Minifters of the Gofpel, have not a Right and Pewer to ordain others to the Wor
of the Miniftry, none have : For as there is no flanding Order of Minifters in the
Church of Chrift, fuperior to Prefbyters by divine Inftitution ; fo there is but one
undivided Commiflion, by which all the Minifters of the Gofpel are impowered ta
a& in the Difcharge of their Office. And if none have Power to ordain, (which ap-
pears to be the Confequence of denying this Power to Prefbyters) then the Miniftry
of Recouciliation muft fink and ceafe under the New Teftament : Nay, it would
long fince, have terminated and come to an.End. But as it has been continued thro®
pait Ages, ever fince the Death of the Apoftles, and their immediate Succeflors, by
a Succeffion to them, not in their Apoftolick but Prefbyterian” Chara&ter ; fo the
i}:at Head of the Church, (‘awbe bolds the Stars in bis Right Hand, and walks in the

dft of bis golden Candleflicks, § ) has aflured us that it fhall continue to the End

of the World. + .

And therefore, as we are perfuaded, on the one Hand, byfuch Reafons as have
been afligned, that the Right and Power ef Ordination does not belongto Laymen ;
{o on the other, we are fatisfied by fuch Scripture Arguments as have been offered,
that we, who as Prefbyters have the facred Truft of the Gofpel Miniftry committed
to us, are invefted with a Right ; and when duly called to that {olemn Service, are .
in Duty bound to commit the fame, by Ordination, to faithful Men, who fhall be
able to teach others alfo.  And may in this, as well as other Inftances of our Mi.
niftrations, rely upon that gracious Word of Promife , upon which our divine Ma-

-fter has caufed his Servants to hope : + Lo Jam awith you alway, even snto the
End of the World, AMex. § - o , :

- Accordingly a Number of us, {uftaining the facred Charaller, being called to
attend the Solemnities of an Ordination this Day, we (with a Dependance upon the

acious Prefence of the glorious Head of the Church) purpofe to proceed to that

_{olemn Service, in cafe no Barr fhall appear to be in the Way, when the proper pub-
lick Preliminaries fhall have been attended. ' N. B,

marily to the Apofties, confidered principally in their ordinary Charatter of Pref-
byters ;---a Character they feem to take Pleafure in diftinguifhing themfelves by, as
tho’ it were on purpofe to anticipate all Pretences to Preheminence among the Mi-
nifters of the Gofpel, by Virtue of a Succeflionto them : So there is nothing more
evident, than that the fame Commiffion muft give the fame Powers to all that are
truly authorized by it ; and confequently, that both the Apoftles, in their ordinary
Capacity, and all other Gofpel Paftors, muft be, in all Refpeéts, co-ordinate ; and
a'l of them vefted with all and the fame Powers, fince they are all of them autho-

rized by the very fame:Commiffion, if they have any Power at all, as Minifters of

Chrift, . .
I cannot therefore fee how a Subordination, as to Order and an Imparity of
Power, among thofe invefted with the Office of the Gofpel Paftor, can be eftablifhed
upon any Scripture Foundation, or defended by any plaufible Arguments, from the
New-Teftament. I think our blefled Saviour condemns it, Luk. xxii. 25, 26, 27.
And it feems to be derived rather from the Spirit of Dsotrephes, than from the In.
fructions of Chrift or his Apoftles, O
. § Rew.ii 1. t+:Mar. xxviii. z0. : ' . ¢
T Ty i 4. 2Tim Hi, 2 1+ P/l cxix. 49. § Mat, xxviil.'33¢ & |
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ORDINATIGM

Dear Bko'rnm,, o

AP S Pawl and Barnabiss, when cailed to the meﬁry of the Gentﬂcs, were "
A % bythePrefbyters. in the Church of Antioch, feparated to that fpecial.
4F Servjoe, by Fafting; Prayer, and the«laymg on of Hands, tho’extra-.
#@-@-ﬁ- ordinary Minifters before ; and ‘T imothy, » Perfon of carly Piety, and’
" a young Miniftér of eminent Zeal in the Caufe of Chrift, according
‘to the Prophecies which went before of him; received the Gift and Office of the,
anﬁry, by the laying on of the Hands of the Prefbytery : So with the like Solem...
nities of Devetion, you haveatahis Time, been eiarated to the fpecial Service of
. God and his People, in the Gofpel of hla dear Son, . by the laying on of the Hands;
of this Prefbytery. And beingmow regularly maoduced into the facred Inclofure of
the Gofpcl Miniftry, and invefted with all the Office-Powers and Authority.of the:
Gofpel Paftor and Teacher, ws are, in the next Place,  to'addrefs a folemn Charge:
'to you, in.the Name of the'Lord.: Aud furely, it concernsyou to attend to it, not:
4s & formal Addrefs from a Number of our Fellow-Servants, frail finful:Men! buu
as the Cuarce of the Great God, his Son Jefas Chrift:our Lord. ’
For, as God the Father is the Fountam of all Dominion.and Power, fo he hath
-feen fit to put the Scepter of univerfal Government into the Hands of his dearSon; '
confidedre as God-Man, or Mediator ; and to- conﬁmwe, make, and ordain hinr
‘Head over all Things to 'the Church. Hence, although it-is by.ug that:you have.
been introduced into the Miniftry at this Time, and you now have the Difpenfation-
of the glorioys Gofpel, as a facred Depofitum, comimiitted to'your Truft, by Virtue
of your Inauguration, which we have folemnly attended, according to Scriptarél
Precedents,and divine Inftitution : Yet, your minifterial Power and Authority is not
from us, but from him, to whom all Power in Heaven and Earth is given, and all
Judgment committed by God the Father.: And he being both Lord and Chrift, to.
him you muft, ¢'er it be long, gnve an Account of your tewardfhip.
_ Ta&c
. &
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. Take Heed therefore yato the Miniftry which yow have received in the Lord, to
fulfd it; remembring that folemn Admonition of our bleffed Lord and divine Ma-
fer, recorded in the Gofpel ; and now fpeaking to you in fuch Language as this,
éVn Man baving put bis Hand to the Plough, and gmh’ng back is it for the Kingdom of

od. ) i

The Work which you have now undertaken, isnot only a good, but an exceed-

ing great Work; it being even of infinite Moment and Confequence. For the Care
not of the mortal Bodies, and temporal Interefts of dying Men, but that of their
greciom and immortal Souls, with Reference to a never-ending Eternity, is now

evolved upon you. And, O'l with what Weight fhould this bear upon your Mind,
and abide upon your Confcieace ! o

Aad, as your Work is grea, fo your Charge is very extenfive, being invefted

With a Power to exercife the Gift which is in you, and which has been given you,
by the Laying on of the Hands of the Prefbytery, wherefoever you fhall be regu-
larly called toit, As a Token of which, I now put into your Hands, this blefled
Book, the haly Bible, * containing not only facred Hiftories, Prophecies and Types;
but Chrift's Commiffion to his Minifters, the Charter of the Churches Privi{el:es;
and her Laws of Government ; the Dotrines of Faith once delivered to she Sain
the {acred Rites of inftituted Worfhip, and the moft excellent Syflem of Chriftian
Morality : Which, according to their Nature, Quality and Degree of Importance,
and your own and People’s correfpondent State and Circumflances, muft be the
l(l_:lail:l S&lbje&s of your Preaching, and Rules of your chriftian and minifterial

ondudt. . : : '
~ But although your Charge is very extenfive, and your Miniftry not confined tq
this Place, yet your ftated Labours (at lealt for the Prefent) are limited to the
fpecial Service of the Prefbyterian Church and Congregation of the Lord, in this
‘Town of Brook-Hawen ; the Souls of which we commit to your fpecial Paforal
Watch, Over-fight, and Charge, fo long as it fhall appear to be for the Glory of
God, and the Good of his Church, to continue you in the Miniftry here: And
{uch Provifion for your Subfiftance as to Temporals, fhall be inade, as to render
you capable of attending upon the Lord, in your great Work, without Diftradtion
from worldly Cares and Avocations. '
. And 2as you watch for Souls, as one that muft give an Account, fo remembef
that the Soul of the meaneft and moft contemptibleSlave, is of more value than all
the material and vifible World. ' C
. How dreadful an Account then will you have to give in the great Audit. Day,
if any fhould perith through your carelefs Negle&, or allow’d Mifcandué 5 the Guilt
of the Blood of Souls being laid to your Charge ! And you expofed at the tremen-
dous Barr of the incarnate God, and univerfal Judge, to that awful Reprimand,
Thou nwicked and flothful Serwant | What can be expeéted, under fuch dreadful
Circumftances of crimfon Guilt, but the amazing Execution of that Soul-rending
Sentence, Caff ye the unprofitable Serqjant into onter Darknefi, there fball be weeping
and guafbing of Teeth! o '
" But on the other Hand, how comfortable, how refrething and joyful will your
Account be, if, as a faithful Servant and wife Steward, you improve all your
Talents to the beft Purpofes ; and give to every one their Portior of Meat, in due
Seafon ? Surely, blefled fhall that Servant be, whom his Lord, when he cometh
fhall find fo doing : For he fhall find Acceptance, and be favoured with the Appro-
bation of his blefled Mafler, -in fuch Language of Love and divine Grace as this,
Well doxe good and faithful Servanty enter thow into the Joy of thy Lord.

; . , Have
_ ® Tbe Bible deliwered io the Candidate wrédined, &s. N -
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Have you then any due Senfe of the Weight, and vaft Importance of your great
‘Work ; any Regard to the Honour of Chrift, who has commitred unto you the -
Miniftry of Reconciliation ; any Compaflion for the Souls of perifhing Sinners,..
- and Defire of the Edification of Saints; any Dread of the Wrath of the Lamb, and
Defire of appearing with Comfort at the.awful Barr of your great Judge, where:
your Fidelity in the Miniftry will have a moft ftri¢t and impartial Trial, before an
affembled World of Angels and Men ! It certainly concerns you to addrefs yourfelf
to your folemn Work with great Serioufriefs, and to purfue it with the clofeft Ap-
%lié:ation, afliduous Labours, ardent Zeal, unwearied Dilligence. and. inviolable .

i elity' . EEE . . . . v Lo
- As, therefore, our Hearts Defire, and Prayer to God, for you has been, is, and
{by divine Grace) fhall be this, Thatyou miglt come:to the Churches of Clrift,
and to perifhing Sinners, wherever.you fhall be. called to labour:;-and in particu-
lar, to this Church and Congregation of the Lord, in the Fulhefs of the Blefling
of the Gofpel of Chrift :- So letit be your conftant Study and'Endeavour, (as an In-
ftrument in God’s Hand) to impart to them fpiritual Gifts, to the End they may
be eftablithed. And in all Things, behave yourfelf in' the Houfe of God, as be-
tometh a Minifter .of Chrift, and faithful Steward of the Myfteries of God.

Take Heed therefore, take Heed unto yourfelf, and to all the Flock over whicH.
the Holy Ghott hath made you an Overfeer, to feed the Church of God; which he.
hath purchafed with his own Blood ; taking the Overfight thereof, not by Con-
ftraint, but willingly ; not for- filthy Lucre, bat of a ready Mind ; not lording it
over God's Heritage, as.;hqu&h you had a Dominion over. their Faith, but as be-
ing an Enfample unto the Flock, and an Helper of their Joy. ,

And fince Neceffity is now laid uponyou woe unto you, if you- do- not preach
the Gofpel ; a Difpenfation thereof being committed unto you. - And look to it;-
that the Gofpel you difpenfe, be the pure Gofpel of Chrift: Not adulterated by.
Philofophy and vain Deceit, the carnal Reafonings, and unfcriptural Impofitions of
Men of corript Minds, who teach for Doctines the Commendments of Men ;
which Things may have a Shew of Wifdom in Will-Wortfhip, though vain in the -
Sight of God : But Tet it be the fincere Milk of the Word, and the pure. fpiritual-
Food of divine Ordinances, that Men may grow thereby. ' o :

We charge you therefore, before God and'the Lord Jefus Chrift, wha fhall judge
Both the Quick and the Dead, at his appearing and his Kingdom, preach the Word,
be inflantin $eafon, out of Seafon, reprove, rebuke, exhort with all Long-fuffering
and Doétrine’; negle& not the Gift which is in'you, and which has been given to,
you by folemn Prayer, with the laying on of the Hands of the Prefbytery ; but
give Attendance to Reading, “to Exhortdtion, to Do&irine: Meditate apon thefe
Things ; give thyfelf wholly to them, that thy Profitind may appear to all.-.-Hold'
faft the faithful Word as you have been taught, even that Form of found Words
which you have learned from the Holy Scriptures, in Faith and Love, which is.
in Chritt Jefus : That you may be a ‘Teacher of others in Faith and Verity ; and
be able, by found Doétrine, both to. exhort and convince. the Gainfayers. -And let
the Doétrine you preach be always wholefome Words;  agreeable to the Words
of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and the Doétrine which is according to Godlinefs ; there-
in fhewing Uncorruptnefs, Gravity, Sihcerity, -found- Speech that cannot be con-
demned, that he that is of thie contrary Part. may be aftamed,, having no Evil
fo fay of you. -

* And being allowed.of God to be put in Truft: with the Gofpel, fo-fpeak not as
leafing the vain Fancies and carnal Humours of Men, but God, who fearcheth the
%leart and tricth the Reins. Ufe not flattering Words, nor a Cloak of Covetoufnefs;
: ’ ‘ neither.
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neither fiun to déclare to them the whole Counfel of God. Xecp bagk nothing
from them that may be profitable to them ; but teach them publickly, and from,
Houfe to Houfe, (as there fhall be Occafion,.and you fhall be able) teftifying unto
. all, Repentance toward Ged, and Faith to our Lord Jefus Chrift. And let your Ex~
hortations be not of Deceit, nor of Uncleannefs, nor in Guile. Indure Hardnefs as.
a good Soldier of Jefus Chrift, and keep yourfelf pure from the Blood. ofall Men. ;
Study to thew thyfelf approved unto God, a Workman that needeth not to be
athamed, - rightly dividing the Word of Truth ; and as a faithful and wife Steward,
give-to every One tiseir Portion of Mcat in due Seafon, ) . :
-+ Be wife even as a Serpent, but harmlefs as a Dove: And labour with all pofible
Prudence and Fidelity, to make a Diftintion between the Clean and the Unclean,
the Precious and the Vile. Give not that which is holy unto Dogs, neither caftyour.
Pearls before Swine: But let the Members of. Chrift's Family, who are of Age, and”
have their Senfes exercifed to difcern fpiritual Things, befed and feafted with that
Bread and that Cup which is the Communion of the Body and Blood of our dcat
Lord. And be not only ready to- baptize adukt Perfons, who have lived without,
that Seal of the Righteoufnefs of Faith, upon their making a fuitable Profeflion of
Repentance toward God, and Faith toward our Lord Jefus Chrift; bat let the
Lambs of his Flock be folemnly wathed in the Laver of Chriftian Baptifm, as is fit :
And then, as becomes a Paftor of Chrift’s Flock,. take Care that they be trained up,
as the Difciples of the compafionate Shepherd of Ifrac/, who gathers the Lambs
with his Arms, carries them in his Bofom, and gently leads thofe that are with
Young. If thou loveft Chrift, feed his Sheep, and if thou loveft Chrift feed his
“Lambs. And for this Purpofe, Prccept muft be upon Precept, Precept upon Pre-
cept, Line-upon.Line, Line upon Linc; here a little, and. there a little $ that thou
mayeft teach them Knowledge, and make them to underftand Doétrine, who are
weaned from the Milk, and drawn from the Breafts. . .
Be bold, even.as a Lion, in the Caufe of God, though meek "as 2 Lamb in
yourown: And labour with an holy Fortitude and unfhaken Refolusion, as becomes
an Embafladour of the King of Kings; to maintain the Honour of Chrift's Autho-
rity, as the great Lawgiver of the Church, by a regular Government of his Houfe,
which is the Chureh of the living God : For unto you are committed the Keys not
ouly of Doétrine but of Difcipiine. Whatfoever therefore you thall bind on Earth
(according to the Laws of Chrift's Kingdom) fhall be. bound in Heaven; and
whatfoever you fhall loofe on. Earth (by the fame Rules) fhall be loofed in Heaven.
But take Heed and ufe this Power, which is given.you for Edification and not for
Deftru@ion. ) - S o
Warn the Unruly, that they "tirn from ‘their evil. Ways and live, Comfort the'
Feeble-minded ; fupport the Weak : Be patient towards all Men ; in Meeknefs
inftruting thofe that oppofe themfelves; if God, peradventure, will give them
Repentance, to the acknowledging of the Truth, that they may recover themfelves
out of the Snare of the Devil, who are taken Captive by him at his Will. On fome
have Compaftion, making a Difference, (according to their Tempers and Circum,
flances.) Others {aye with Peat, puiling them out of the Firc, Them that fin be-
fere all, rebuke before all, that ethers alfo may. hear and fear, and do no more
fo wickedly. And thofe. that duly exprefs and evidence their Repentance, reftore in-
the Spirit of Meeknefs : Let that which is lame be turned out ot the Way, . ,
We charge you before God, and the Lord Jefus Chrift, and the elect Angels,
that you obferve thefc Things, without preferring onc before another, doing no-
thing by Partiality. L s
: ST Give
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U Give'yourlelf alfo comtinually to Prayer, aswell as to the Miniftry of the Word
-and Ordmances of the Lord’s Houfe ; confidering your own Infufficiency, not being
4ble of yourfelf to think any Thing that is good as of yourfelf, much lefs to per-
form the great Daties of the evangelical Miniftry : ‘But ydur Sufficierey is of God,
who can make you able Minifter of the New Teftament, not of the Leiter, but of the
Spirit. As it is good and-acceptable “in the Sight of Geod our Saviour, that Suppli,
¢ations, Prayers, arid Interceflions {hould be made for all Mea, fo it is your Doty
and Intereft to be much in Prayer, efpecially for the Church of God ; that ‘hia
Kingdom might come, and that you yourfelf might ‘be'made an happy Infiryment
-of promoting thé Intereft not only of his vifible, butefpecially of his {piritnal King-
‘dom among Men. Pray therefore for yourfelf, and pray for the Flock : .Pray ovet
“your Studies, and pray over your Labours ; remembring that Succefs depends in-
tirely upon the divine Bleffing. For, neither is he that planteth any Thing, nor he
that watereth, but God that giveth the Increafe. For he that planteth, and he_that
‘watereth art one ; and every Man fhall receive his own. Reward, according. to his
8wn Labour. How full theh will your Joy be, and how bright and weighty. your
‘€rown of Rejoicing, in the Prefence of the Lord Jefus at his coming, if being found
faithful, ‘you fhall alfo-be fuccefsful in winning Souls to Chrift ? But if you meke
full Proof of your-Miniftry, waiting upon God by fervent perfevering Prayer for
Succefs, though you fhould labour in vain, and fpend your Strength for nought ;
et furely your Judgment fhall be with the Lord, and your Work with your God.
ea, though /frae/ thould not be gathered, yet, ifin Chrift, thou fhall be glorious
“‘in the Eyes of the Lord, and thy God fhall be thy Strength. .
* ‘But be admonifhed and quickened to take Heed unto yourfelf, as well 215 td
‘your Dodtrine and the Duties of your Miniftry. And whilft you teach -others, neg-
Je& not to teach and be inftrutted yourfelf. Content not yourfelf with Probabilities
and Hopes, but make fure of a vital Union to Jefus Chrift, the glorous Head of all
divine and faving Influences; that you may be able, with an holy, humble Confis
-dence, to fay of yourfelf, as St. Pau/ once did of himfelf, 7 kneaw a Man in Chrifiz
For how dreadful will the Cafe be, if after you have preached to others, you
yourfelt fhould be a Caftaway.! , ' , .
° Nay, be zealous of fpiritual Gifts and Graces ; abide not in any of the lower
Forms in the School of Chrift, but with an holy Emulation labour to excel ; that
beingtaller by the Head and Shoulders than your Chriftian Brethren, you might
be as a Fackin and a Boag, in the Houfe of your God here below ; and atlaft be
-eternally fix’d as a monumental Pillar of rich fovereign Grace, in the Temple of
‘God gbove, and go no more out. : .
¢ - Look welllikewife to your Converfation, that it be ordered aright in all Things ;
not only as becomes a Chriftian, but a Minifter of the Gofpel ; who fhould be
blamelefs, vigilant, fober, of good Behaviout, given to Hofpitakity ; not given to
‘Wine, no Striker, not greedy of filthy Lucre, but patient ; not a Brawler, not
covetous, but one that ruleth well his own Houfe, having hisChildren in Sub-
jection, withall Gravity. ,
" Let your Speech be always feafoned with the Salt of Grace, and let no corrupt
‘Commuinication proceed out of your Mouth, but that which is good to the Ufe of
edifying ; that it may minifter Grace unto the Hearers, as well as manifeft Grace
in the Speaker. N
*Flee every Thing therefore that becometh not a Man of God and Minifter of
Chrift; and follow after Righteoufneds, Godlinefs, Faith, Love, Patience, Meek.

nefs, and Peace, with them that call on the Lord out of pure Heart. - .
Lo et
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Letno Man defpife thee, but be thou an Example of the Believers, in Word, in
Converfation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, in Purity, that thou mayeft both fave
thyfelf, and them that thall hear thee. .

And as thou art allowed of God to be put in Truft with the Gofpel, the fame
facred Truft committhou to faithful Men, who fhall be able to teach others alfo, as
there fhall be Occafion and Opportunity : But let it be with this Caution, Lay
Hands fuddenly on no Man, neither be Partaker of ether Men's Sins, keep thyjelf pure.

And now having engaged in an holy Warfare, intangle not yourfelf with the Af.
fairs of this Life, unlefs upon inevitable Neceffity ; but as a good Soldier of Jefus
Chrift, fight the good Fight of Faith, lay Hold on eternal Life, whereunto thou art
alfo called, and lgnﬁ protefled a good Profeflion before many Witnefles.

Finally, We givethee Charge in the Sight of God, who quickencth all Things ; -
and before Chrity Jefus, who before Pontius Pilate witnefled a good Confeflion,
that thou keeép this Commandment without Spot, unrebukeable, until the appearing
of our Lord Jefus Chrift ; which in his T'imes, he fhall fhew who is the blefled and
on'y Potentate ; having on his Vefture, and on his Th‘nﬁh a Name writtea, Kinc
oF Kings avp Lorp oF Lorps, to whom we muft all give an Account of our
Stewardthip, when the Son of Man fhall fic in the Throne of his Glory, and with
}:im the Twelve Apoftles, upon twelve Thrones, judging the Twelve Tribes of
Vrael. )

O Berjamin! keep that which is committed to thy Truft, avoiding profane and
vain Babolings, and Oppofition of Science, falfely fo called ; which fome profeffing,
haveetred. concerning the Faith, and made Shipwreck of a good Confcience. .

Watch therefore in all Things, endure Afflictions, do the Work of an Evangelift, .
make full Proof of thy Miniftry ; be "willing to fpend, and be {pent in the Service
of your divine Mafter, and the Souls of his dear People, fo that you might finith
your Courfe with Joy, and the Miniftry you have reccived of the Lord Jefus, to
teftify the Gofpel of the Grace of God. ,

Then may you, in the happy Clofe of a ufeful and exemplary Life, of Service
and Suffering for Chrift’s Sake ; (ay, with an holy Serenity of Mind, 1 hawe fought
a good Fight, 1 bawe fiuifbed my Courfe, Ibhave kept the Faith : Henceforth there is
laid up for me a Crown of Righteoufuefs, awbhich the Lord, the righteous Fudge fball
give me at that Day ; and not to me only, but unto all them alfo that love bis appear- .
ing: For,if thou art faithful unto the Death, awhen the chief Shepherd fhall appear,
thou fhall receive a Croswn of Righteoufnefs;, Life and Glory that fadeth not away.

In that folemn and glorious Day of Chrift’s appearing and Kingdom, they that
be wife fhall fhine as the Brightnifs of the Firmament; and they that turn many to.
Righteoufnefs, as the Stars for ever and eer, : -

Grace be avith thee; may the Lord Fefus Chrift be avith thy Spirit. Awmen,

shils-
e
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