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ADDRESS

FROM THE

PRESBYTERY

O F

NEW-CASTLE, &c.

Beloved Brethren and Hearers,

T H IS Prefbytery have often obferved,
with deep concern, the declining ftate
of religion among us, and the nume-
rous charalters of apoftacy which are marked
upon the Congregations committed to our care :
And we ftill obferve, with continual heavinefs
of heart, a ftrong propenfity in many to conti-
nue and Increafe in their apoftacies notwith-
ftanding all the Means ufed for their reformati-
on. Imprefled with thefe things, and knowing

the danger to which our Churchcs are expofed
from
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from this Source, we as Watchmen upon Zion’s
Walls, who are under the oath of heaven to
be faithful to our truft, cannot acquit ourfelves
to God or our confcience, unlefs we give you
faithful warning, and attempt every mean in
our power for your falvation. The Searcher
of all hearts knoweth, that we have not the
leaft inclination to expofe individuals, or any
d:iftinct branch of this part of the vineyard
entrufted with us. The ends we have only in
view are, to give inftrution and warning to per-
fonsin gsnerai, and in particular to convince and
reclaim thofe who may be guilty of any or of
all the evils mentioned in this Addrefs, that our
Churches may be faved from ruin, and God
may be glorified in their reformation. For
thefe ends we have, as individuals, done what
we could do: Bu: fuffer us, brethren, to ex-
prefs our tears with a godly jealoufy over vou,
that generally it has, of late years, been in a
great meafure invain. We therefore, as a Pref-
bytery, call upon you, hoping our united Ad-
drefs will have its due weight upon your minds,
and we befeech the God of al! Grace, that you
may receive it with the fame fincerity and cor-
dial affection with which it is given. To ob-
tain our defign the more eaflly and effeCtually,
we beg leave to fet diftinétly before you your
Guilt with the evidences of it,—{ome of the lead-
ing caufesof yourapoftacy,—themeansof your re-
covery,—with fome motives to gxcite you to the
duties neceflaryfor a revival of piety amongit you.

. T
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I. We fhall {et before you your Guult with
the Evidences of it.

1. The leading and moft aggravated of all
your crimes are a rejection of Chrift, and quench-
ing the motions of his Holy Spirit. Thefe are
infeparably conneted in the Gofpel finners
Guilt, therefore, we unite them in our Addrefs
to you. They give life to all your other fins,
and bind them fa’t upon you, tho’ leaft of all
abferved in common. Chnift hath, for many
years, been evidently fet forth crucified among
you, as the power of God and the Wifdom of
God for your falvation.  The neceflity and value
of his Blood for pardon, and all the bleflings of
falvation freely flowing from 1it, have bcen
clearly illuftrated, and oftered to your accep-
tance. And the gifts of the Holy Ghott, as
the effets of our Lord’s purchafe, have been
often exhibited by the Golpel to you for the
purification of your defiled natures. But, alas!
In many inftances the word preached did not pro-
fit, not being mixed with faith in them that heard
1it. The Lord of Glory has been crucified in our
ftreets, and put to open fhame, by a wilful
rejection of birn, and by the ungodly lives of
profeflors, who Lave, as it were, opened his
clofed wounds, and made therh to bleed afrefh.
Your hearts, unitirg with infidel Jews, have
faid, crucify him, crucify him! This is the
hetr, come, Jet uskiilhim! orftili more conformed

to
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to the grand deceiver, you hail him with a kifs,
Judas like, with the betraying defign in your
hearts, and appearing in your lives. What may
fuch foes to Chnft expect, but the execution
of that dreadful fentence, if they continue in
their enmity againft him, ¢ Thofe mine ene-
“ mies, which would not that I fhould reign
‘“ over them, bring them hither, and flay them
‘““ before me.” 4 And as the enemies of Chrift
have always refifted the Holy Ghoft, fo have
you. He has perfuaded many to open the door
to Chnft, and often knocked at the door of
your hearts for entrance; but ye would not
confent. He has convinced fome of you of fin,
and would alfo have convinced you of righteouf-
nefs and Judgment, had ye not, inftead of che-
rithing, quenched his motions. We befeech
you to remember, that “ He who, being often
« reproved, hardeneth his neck, fhall {fuddenly
¢« be deftroyed, and that without remedy. 4
«« For the earth which drinketh in the rain that
« cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs
« meet for them by whom it is drefled, receiv-
« eth blefling fror» God; but that which bear-
<« eth thorns and briers, is rejeéted, and 1s nigh
« unto curfing; whofe end is to be burned.” ¢
Hardened defpifers of the Gofpel, who refufe to
be reclaimed, are daily in the utmoft danger of
hearing that dreadful fentence pronounced up-
on them, ¢ My Spirit fhall not always ftrve

with

a Luke 19.27. & Prov. 29. 1. ¢ Heb. 6. 7, 8.
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with man."d But * Wo unto them when Ide-
« part from them,” e faith the Lord. Asana-

larming {ymptom of God’s controverfy with us
for thefe capital crimes, we have to obferve,

2. An awful reftraint of the Spirit of God
from our religious affemblies. The people too
generally affemble for worfhip with their hearts
hardened and full of thelufts of the flefh, and they
return home as they came, or worfe. The feed
of the word lieth on the furface of their hard-
ned affeCtions, ready to be devoured by every
bird of prey; or 1t drops upon their hearts
like water upon a rock, which maketh no im-

preflion. Very few, throughly convinced of
their deplorable ftate by nature, earneftly en-

quire, what they fhall do to be faved? Few, fav-
ingly enlightened in the knowledge of Chrift,
turn to the Lord with all their heart. Few en-
quire the way to Zion, with their faces thither-
ward, weeping as they go. And what is an
unfailing evidence of a backfliden Church,
there are, in fome places, ten quarrels, or an-
gry debates, brought to the watchmen for ene
cafe of confcience. Alas! the minifters of
Chrift feem to come to you charged with that
awful commiffion, ¢ Go and tell this. people,
“ hear ye indeed, but underftand not; fee ye
‘“ indeed, but perceive not. Make the heart of
“ this people fat, and make their ears heavy,
“and fhut their eyes; left they fee with their

l‘ 4 eyes

d Gen. 6, 3. e Hof. g, 12.
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« eyes, and hear with their ears, and under-
¢ ftand with their hearts, and convert, and be
‘“ healed.” 2 And, alas! The wife fleep with
the foolifh virgins. As the heath in the parched
wildernefs, they fee not when Good cometh.
Like the fleepy fpoufe recorded in the Song of
Solomon, when Chnift knocketh for entrance,
they plead the drowfinefs which 1s their crime;
‘ 1 have wathed my feet, how fhall I defile them ?
“ I have put off my coat, how fhall I put it
“on?” 4 There is little of the Spirit of Grace
and Supplication in their hearts.—Little concern
for the Glory of Chrift, and their exertions to
promote his interefts in the world are but faint.
—Like Ephraim, of old, they are filly doves
without heart; without refolution or attivity
to do what they would or know they fhould do.
They feem fcarcely to have an heart or tongue
to fpeak for their Lord to their own families,
or to any others. Their love languiftheth, their
zeal decayeth, and their taith ftaggers. They
are generally in the lower Stages of Grace, and
their piety 1s almoft reduced to the loweft degree
of vifibility. Itis doubtlefs, then, high time
to ¢* Seek the Lord, till he come, and rain
‘“ righteoufnefs upon you.” ¢ “ O Lord, is
“ there none that calleth upon thy name, that
“ ftirreth up himfelf to take hold of thee ?"d

3. The marks of apoftacy are vifibly ftamped
on

alfa. 6.9, 10. bCan. 5. 3. ¢ Hof. 10, 12.
d lja. 64. 7.
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on the forchcadsof many. Their fcandalous lives
prove that they bave never received th= Goipel
n the love of it, nor felt its power. And n
proportion to the decay or piety in the Churches
their iniquity abounds. Chnft came to favc
his people from their fins, not in their fins.
Nothing that defileth, or maketh a lie, fhall
enter the ftreets of the new Jerufalem. There-
fore, *¢ Let cvery one that nameth the name
“ of Chrift depart from iniquity.”c and « He
““ that faith, he abideth in him, ought himfelf
« even fo to walk as he walked.”d  If we be
chrittians indeed, we will learn of him who 1s
+meek and lowly in fpirit, and who with hisdy..i3
breath prayed for his encmics.  But look 1uto
the converfation and practice of many profei-
fed difciples of Chrift, and you would fuppofe
they had received their inftrucions in the tem-
ples of Baccus, Venus, or difcord, rather than
in the {chool of Chrift. Abominable unclean-
nefs, drunkennefs, prophanation of the name
and fabbaths of God, lying and neglect of re-
lative duties, frolicking, vamity and unlawful
gaming, fraud and injuftice, varience, hatred,
malice, envy, and unbrotherly conduct towards
fellow profeflors, with every evil work, ftain
their charalter, and give their profeflion the
lie. And what 1s of all others the moft dread-
ful cafe, fome, who oncc madea promifing
appearance 1 the Church, have fallen off like
untimely fis, and become moic bafe and hopelefs

B than

c2. T 2o 190 d 1. Jobn 2. 0
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than they were tefore ; ¢ For if atter they have
“ efcaped the poilutions of the world through the
“ knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jefus
‘““ Chrift, they arc again entangled therein, and
‘““ overcome ; the latter end 1s worfe with them
““ than the beginning: For it had been better
““ for them not to have known the way of righ-
- ¢ teoufnefs, than after they have known it, to
“ turn from the holy commandment delivered
““ unto them. But it has happened unto them
“ according to the true proverb, the dog 1s
turned to his own vomit again ; and the fow
that was wathed, to her wallowing in the
““ mire.”a Tell not thefe things in Gath,
publith them not in Afhkelon, left the daugh-
ters of the uncircumcifed triumph! But, O!
they canriot be hid.

[

"~
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4. The abounding neglet of the worfhip and
ordinances of God amongft us isa ftrong and
an awful cvidence of our backfliding. Thofe
defpifers of divine ordinances neither love nor
practife the duties of the clofet.  They entail up-
on their unhappy families the fearful curfe of God
who is jealous for his worfhip, and will ¢« Pour
« out his fury upon the Heathen who know
« him not, and the families who call not upon
¢ his name.”t  * God loveth the Gates of
¢« Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob.”¢
And his children efteem ‘¢ A day in his courts

‘“ better

a2 Pet. 2, 20, 21, 22, Fer. 10. 235,
¢ Pla. 87. 2,89 84. 1. 10,
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¢« hetter than a thoufand ; and had rather be a
“ door-keeper in the houfe of God, than to
‘“ dwell in tents of wickednefs.”"d Do you not
therefore bear upon you the vifible marks of
apoftacy, whofe feldom attendance upon the
ordinances of God, efpecially ye whofe entire
defertion of them, manifeft a wearinefs with
his fervice, and the enmity of your hearts a-.
gainft the God of ordinances ? Ye hate com-
“munion with him, and forfaking the God and
worfhip of your fathers, have afiociated with
the enemies of the kingdom of Chrift! The
pious example a number of you have feen, and
the pious inftructions you have received inyour fa-
ther’s houfes, will rife up in Judgment againft
you, O ye who fell your intereft with God’s peo-
ple, for the debauching pleafures of the flefh, as
prophane Efau, who for one morfel of meat
fold his birthright! Where will you appear, or
what account can you render to your incenfed
Juadge, in the great day of his appearance? In-
to his hand we muft commit you, who faith of
the obftinate and fclf-willed, << 1 will anfwer
‘“ that man by myfelf.”e  But, confider, we
pray you, confider, before it be too late, that
« It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of
‘““ the living God.”6 Your crimes are aggra-.
vated ye neglecters of God’s fervice, by repeated
counfels, admonitions, rebukes and warnings
given to you in public and private. Aggrava-
ted by the moft folemn Vows fome of you have

made

a Zek, 14, 7. b Heb, 10. 31,
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made in the prefence of God, angels and men.
When you recognized your baptifimal obligati-
ons, the heavens and the earth were called to
witnefs for the truth of your performance!
Where can fuch perjury be found, where fuch
guilt, under the whole heavens? Papifts and
Mahometans are more zealous about their falfe
worﬂlip; Heathens are more careful to ferve the
gcds made with hands, than many who have
received the badge of Chriftianity are to ferve the
only living and true God. Nor is this the
crime of the more ignorant only, or thofe whom
the world efteem as more mfignificant: It 1s
alfo the crime of many who wifh to be thought,
and who do call themfelves, the better fort of
people.  The richer fort, they ihould fay, the
prouder, the viler fort of people! Like brutes
they live ! Like brutes they are like to die!

Ncver was a land fo pollated as ours with
people called Chriftians, who have lefs appa-
rent religion than many Heathens.

Heathens have often manitefted much zeal
for the worfhip of their country, and by their
facrifices 1mplicitly owned the neceflity of an
Atonement. But our new race of infidels,
who deny the propitiation of Chrift, and with-
draw from his ordinances, acknowledge neither.
With thefe our youth are in danger of being
corrupted ; efpecially with thofe of them who
are, or may be, advanced to pofts of profit and

honour.
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henour.  With thefe a number of the children
of profefling parents have already joined in heart
and practice. And what is indeed remarkable,
and a tarnifh to a chriftian country, many who
profefs the name and religion of Chnft, will
votc into places of public truft fome of thofe
infidels rather than intelligent and fober pro-
teflors; as Paul faid to the Corinthans, we
¢ Speak this to your Shame.”’z Is 1t indeed
fo, can it be fo that in a country fo populous
as ours, there is not a fufficient number ot ju-
dicious fober profeflors, in good ftanding in
their refpective focieties, or the refpetive de-
nominations of Chriftians to which they belong,
into whofe hands we may put the reins of
Government? Are we reduced to the hard ne-
ceflity of choofing debauchees and infidels,
to make and execute laws for us? Men, who
by their pernicious example and opinions wilk
corrupt the morals of the people, efpecially the
young and rifing generation! We repeat it a-
gain, we * Speak this to your Shame !”

5. Of thofe who feem to make fome ccnfci-
ence of performing duty, many are criminally
partial in their obedience. Separating what
God has infeparably united, they practife fome
of the duties and accept fome of thz privileges
of chriftianity, without a due regard to all of
them. Some feem to fhow a refpett to the law
of God, who pay little or no refpet to the

| Gofpel.

a1 Cor. 6. 5,
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Golpel. Others profefs a regard to the Gofpel
and Grace of Chnft, who pay little attention
to the duties of the law, which all who are
juftified through faith in Chrift are bound and
inclined to obferve as the rule of their lives.
Some profefs a regard to the duties of the firft
table of the law, but do not duly attend to the
duties of the fecond table ; they own the name,
worthip, ordinances and fabbaths of God; but
neglet the duties of juftice and charity to men.
Others 2gain neglefting the duties they owe to
God, attend only to thofe due to fellow crea-
tures. In thefe alfo many are partial. They
make a boaft of paying their juft debts, and
on this flender foundation build their hopes of
cternal happinefs, notwithftanding they make
no confcience of flander, or flyly taking an
advantage in a bargain. Some will attend pub-
lic worfhip on the Sabbath, who negleft the
devotions of the family and clofet. Again fome
are advocates for outward duties, fuch as pray-
er, and hearing the word preached, who have
no juft perceptions of the nature and neceflity
of repentance, faith, felf-denial, and making us
new hearts. Thefe, asthe gifts ot God, are
graces ; as commanded, are the creatures duty.
All, except an abandoned few, {eck, nay, urge
to obtain baptiim for their children. But ma-
ny wholly neglect the other feal of the cove-
nant; altho’ ¢ Do this in remembrance of
me,” be as exprefly an injunction of Chnift, as

teach and baptize, repent, believe on the Lord
Jefus
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fefus Chrift, and love God with all the heart.
This negle@ commonly arifeth from an aver-
fion to holy living, to which they fuppofe the
Sacrament of the Supper bindeth. But, Bre-
theren, what difpeniation have you in baptifm,
which is forbidden by the Lord’s Supper? are
not the obligations of the one ordinance the fame
as the obligations of the other? and the qua-
lifications neceflary for the one the fame, in
general, as the qualifications for the other:?
The liberty many take in this inftance 1s, we
doubt not, a great fource of back{liding and
abounding impieties in our Churches. We
befeech the guilty to reflect ferioufly upon their

condu¢t. How can ye expect to fit down with
the friends of the Bridegroom at his marriage
fupper in heaven, who refufe to fit down with
them at his fupper upon earth? and all of you
who only pay a partial attention to the com-
mands of God, remember, that they only fhall
have reafon to be unathamed, who have a re-
fpect to all his commandments.

6. Many of thofe who aie more ftri¢t ana
conftant in the performance of duty, turn their
duties and frames into a new modelled covenant
of works, or a new law of Grace, repugnant to
the pure Grace of the Gofpel. Of this rank
of Sinners there are two clatles.

1. Thofe who truft that their outward obe-
dience to the law will fave them; or that this,

if
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if fincerely performed, will recommend them
to the divine acceptance through the righteouf-
nefs of Chrift. Their fentiment is this—Chrift
procured pardon by his blood for thofe who
make, or try to make themfelves rightcous by
fincere obedience, and thus recommend them-
felves to the favour of God. If they try fin-
cerely to do their part, they fay, Chnft will
not fail to do his, and wherein they come fhort,
he will make it up for them. Profeflors of this
ftamp have no juft notion of the total depravity
ot the heart, and the abfolute neceflity of a
faving change wrought upon it, before we can
do any thing fincerely, and truly pleafing to
God. Nor have they any proper apprehenfions
of falvation by Grace, through the righteouf-
nefs of Chrift imputed to us, and received by
Faith, without refpet to any good done by
us, or wrought'in us. Notwithftanding all the
pure inftructions of the Gofpel they have been
favoured with, as the carnal Jews of old, ¢« Be-
‘““ ing ignorant of God’s Righteoufnefs, and
“ going about to eftablith their own righteoul-
‘“ nefs, they have not fubmitted themfelves
““ unto the Righteoufnefs of God.” a

2. Some felf-righteous finners are convinced

of the neceflity of an inward work of Grace

upon the heart, and cxperience many of the
common operations of the Spirit, who notwith-
ftanding reft fhort of Chnft. Of thofe, fome

reft

a Rem. 10, 3.
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reft on their conviftions, repentance, and good
frames, as their rightcoufnefs. Others trufting
that thefe will recommend them to Chrift, and
give them a title to his rightecufnefs, they
reft here without an actual application of Chrift
and his falvation to their own fouls. They do
not come to him as poor, and wrétched, and
miferable, blind and naked, becaufe he freely
inviteth them ; but they fnatch at the promifes
as theirs, becaufe they have the price of con-
victions and good defires in their hands to buy

an mteret in them. As a full proof that

they reft thort of Chrift, did they admit the
conviction, the old blind, dead, ftony heart
remaineth in them, unbroken, and unrenewed.
This 1s a fine-fpun thread of {elf-righteoufnefs,
not common but in times of a common revi-
val of religion, or where the Golpel is preach-
ed with great clearnefs and pungency. But
In proportion as true piety decays in the
Church, 1t will decay, "as will alfo the o-
ther branch of legal righteoufnefs mentioned
above, until at length prophanity and deifm
take the place, not only of true piety itfelf,
but even of every rcfemblance of it. This is
already in part, and like foon to be tully our un-
happy fituation, unlefs God fhall revive his work,
and remember Mercy for us, in the midft
of thofc years of backfliding' and deferved

wrath.

7. It deferveth a place amonglt our com-
C plaints,
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plaints, that fome {purn at the due exercife of
difcipline, and others entirely pervert the de-
fign of it.  Church confure was ordained of
God for the cdiicaticn of the Church; thofe
therefore who refsft it, refift aot man but God.
We exhort fuch to confider ferioufly how fear-
ful it muft be to live, or die, under arigh-
teous fentence pronounced by the Miniiters of
Chrift; for our Lord affureth us that what
they thus bind on earth, fhall be bound in hea-
ven. Others again, making the judicatures of
Chnft a ftage upon which they pour out their
malice on fellow profeflors, pervert the defign
of difcipline. T they fuppofe their character
or property to be touched, and fometimes 1n order
to make their cwn dirty charater appe:sr tairer
than their neighbours, they fly direftly to the
Church for revenge, without taking the fteps
Chrift has ordered in cafe of perfonal offences
and private faults, or enquiring whether the
matter be properly cognizable by the Church,
or not. That they do not act from a principle
of conicience, or to promote the purity of the
Church, appears, firft, from their bitter and ir-
reconcilable temper. Secondly, they make a
fport of, or fuffer to pafs unnoticed, crimes of
a much higher degree, which do not affe(t
themf{elves.

8. We would omit a duty we owe to the
Churches, did we not tell you, that the negleét

of many to fupport the minifters and worfhip
of
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of Chrift, proves the coldnefs of their hearts
towards himfelf; and indeed is a {trong proof
to too many, did they admit the evidence, of
their being deftitute of a principle of common
honefty and true honour. It is not only a
neglect of the exprefs command of God, but
a breach of their own moft folemn engagement
to give their minifter as much of their worldly
fubftance as will enable him to attend to his

duties, without diftraction arifing from the cares

of this life, Chrift efteems what 1s done to or
againft his minifters and interefts, as done to
or againft himfelf. God arraigned, and threat-
ned the Jews, for fuffering the houfe of the
Lord to lie wafte while they attended carefully
to the ceiling of their own houfes. 4 Their with-

holding the tythes and offerings, by which the

jriefts were obliged, as it were, tooftér the blind
and the lame 1n facrifice, i1s charged as a rob-
bery committed againft the Lord himfelf.c And
Nehemiah contended with their rulers, becaufe
they obliged the Levites todefert their miniftry,
and repair to the fields for their fuftenance, by
not giving the portion due to them.d When
were thefe charges exhibited ? in their flourifh-
ing ftate ? No! but immediately after they
had been wafted by war, and feventy years cap-
tivity.  Undoubtedly then, fuch Churches,
in a gofpel day, as by their parfimony and ne-
gleCt, oblige minifters to offer the blind and
the

b Hag. frft & fecond chapters. ¢ Mal. 3. 8, g

& 1. 8. d Neb. 13. 10, 11. |



( 20 )

the lame in their miniftrations, are as really
chargeable with robbery as the Jews were 1n
the days of the prophet Malachy, and more fo,
becaufe their circumftances are eafier.  Dif-
couraged aid diftraCted with  worldly cares,
minifters cannot duly give themfelves to read-
g, meditation, and other duties neceflary for
the comfortable and profitable difcharge of their
truft. Hcreby God 15 robbed of his glory,
minifters of their duc, and fouls of their pro-
per food.

God has ordrined that they who ferve at the
altar fhould live of the altar. They may claim,
according to divine appointment, an eafy and
honourable competency, not as a charity, but
n itrict juftice. To this end the tythes of all
the twelve tribes and forty-eight cities with their
{uburbs were appointed to the fingle tribe of
Levi. Thirteen of thofe cities and the tythes
of the tribe of Levi were appointed to the houle
ot Aaron, together with part of the facrifices,
free-will offerings and other perquifites, for the
maintainance of the priefts and thewr families.s
It willappear upon an avarage, thatthe portion of
the commnion Levites was one fourth and of the
priefts at leaft one third more than the claim of the
people in commcen.  Yet this might uot advance
them above the reft of their brethren in their
worldly circumitances, becaufe the common

people
alev., 24, Oth, 7th chapters, and Num. 5ib, )
1346 chapters. Jef. chap. 20, 21.
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people could attend to many things for their

fupport, which the priefts then could not, and
minifters now cannot, attend to.

God, who is juftice and equity itfelf, made
the appointment 1n juftice to this order of men;
and the moral reafons of the inftitution conti-
nue the fame to this day, and will through all

\

ages.

Minifters are public perfons ; therefore are
obliged to be at many more expences than thofe
in private life—they are commanded to give
themfelves wholly to the duties of their ofhice,
and of confequence are prohibited many gain-
tul bufinefles others may be employed in—or if
there are any trifling worldly affairs m their
hands which they may pay a moderate attention
to, they muft neceflarily fuffer lofs for want of
their own eye fteadily over them, and fometimes
for want of fkill—they ought to be examples
to the flock in hofpitality and deeds of charity
—ar as teachers of their duty to others, they
are ider fpecial obligations not to incur the
od.. us charge of being worfe than infidels, in not
making due provifion for thofe of their own

houfe.

It will appear from all thefe things duly
weighed, to be neceffary, in order that minifters
may perform their feveral duties to advantage
and with propriety, that their fupport thould

exceed
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exceed the incomes of common good livers, whofe
circumftances are a medium between abounding
fulnefs and pinching poverty. This medium
marks the bounds of duty to minifters, and to
all others in their feveral ftations, with refpect
to their defires and endeavours Jor the good
things of this life, as being the freeft from temp-
tation, and the moit conducive to their own and
the public good. Itis however, much to be
regreted, that feveral worthy Clergymen, who
are frugal 1n their expences, and moderate 1n
their wifhes for this world, are not poffefled of
this happy medium. It is alfo to be lamented,
that young preachers and other itinerants are too
frequently difcouraged and greatly ftraitened by
the 1illiberality of contributions for their fup-
port, and fometimes by their not being given in
duc feafon. Many individuals we know {ympa-
thize with minifters under thefe grievances;
they are liberal, and forry that more is not done.
But a great part of the blame lies at the door
of thofe who will not duly afliit nor draw im
an equal yoke with their brethren. Societies are
Jikewife to blame, as well for want of wildom
in laying their plans, as for want of {pirit and
refolution in the execution of them. Did thev
bring their affairs into a due train, and take pro-
per care to keep them fo, their political interefts
might be managed to the reputation and advance-
ment of religion, witheut the leaft oppreffion to
individuals. It 1s incomparably more eafy fer

a whole fociety to put and keep their minifter
m
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in eafy circumftances, did they take proper me-
thods for it, than it can be for the opprefied
minifter to want what their inattention or par-
fimony withholds from him. And how readily
might vacant Congregations give a fuitable re-
compence to thofe who are fent to fupply them,
if they did but take a little proper care! at
leaft it might eafily be the cafe, we are con-
vinced, in moft of the vacancies in our bounds,
perhaps as eafy as in any part of North-Ame-
rica. But, O! fhall we be obliged to give 1t as
a mark of our degeneracy, that none, perhaps,
are more culpable ? +

St.

AR

+ Befides what bas been hinted of the unfasthful-
nefs of fome with refpelt to the [fupport of the caufe
of Chrift, who neither love bimfelf nor bis Gofpel,
it might be obferved, that 1t is indeed allonifbing,
that others, who feem to be fober profcffors of Chri-

fianity, manifeft a criminal indifference with re-
gard to the eafe and comfort of their minifler,
and an extraordinary want of thought about what
may be neceflary for bis fupport. It is certainly
extraordinary, that even a moderate exercife of
common lenfe does not teach them to [peak and aét
very differently from what they do. They meafure
the quotas nmeceffary for the fupport of miniflers
nearly by the falaries promifed at the firf} fettling of
the country, when all things were to be procured
at an cafy rate, when pecple were kind to affift in

labour
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St. Paul moved the emulation of wnealthy

Corinth by examples of the liberality and for-
waidnels

L

.

labour or otherwile, as is ufual at the frld planting

of a country, and when land could be pu» chafed to
Jettle a family upon twenty, thirty, or forty, and
in fome places fifty or fixty times cheaper than it
can at this day Any gentleman could more cafily
bave provided for a jamzly then with fifty or /m‘)
pounds, than be can now with two bundred pounds,
or even more money. The people were not wife
enough to procure parfonages, when it could have
been cafily done, tho urged to it bot/) by Profbytery
and Synod.  Therefore now miniflers aire obliged to
procure fettlements for themfelves; or want. If ther
venture to make a purchafe, they may lie under the
burden without gfliitance, and never be able to rife,
or bold their bead above water, unlefs they cbtain it
Jome other <way than by the care of the people,
The' the people are commanded to know them awho
labour among them,—to know them in their swants
as well as otherwife, and provide for their relicf,
yet they pals them by unnoticed in this refpect 5 and
if they wifit them by chance, they wvifit them as
mere frangers. This cannot but be felt as a picce
of cruel neglect.  The whole care is to perfuade a

minificr to accept their call ; but when he bas ac-
cepted it, he may take care for bimfelf. He mult
provide for bimfelf, be muft bear the infs of all defici-
encies by death, removals, carcleffucis, or 1 nature :

And
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jwardnefs of afflicted and poorer Churches;
. Can it then be a crime i1n us to imitate the ex-
‘ample? many Churches in Europe are obliged
to give the tythes of all they raife to the efta-
blithed clergy of their country, are obliged
to difcharge the expences of Government; to
pay their rents and many pergmfites exacted
by Church and State, who, notwithftanding,
provide

And what cdds to the affliétion is, if be makes the
leaft complaint, be is covetous; 1if be tries any
other [cheme for relief, be is worldly. In [bort,
unlefs be can make brick without fraw, be is a
bad man, or there is [ometbing wrong about him.
~—Much to bis praile, it was once faid by a
aworthy Elder of this Prefbytery, pleading the
caufe of bis minifler, that people are not clear
of their oath to fupport their minifler competently,
tho' bis whole fallary be pard, which is commonly
Jar from being the caje, if st be found upon
trial, (and the trial ought to be made) that
what was promifed is infufficient for bis fupport ;
becaufe they not only [ubfiribed as individuals,
but the whole engaged, as a collective body, to give
bim fuch an bonourable and fufficient maintainance,
as would enable bim to attend to the duties of bis
office, without diffraction arifing from the cares of
this life. Thefe are ferious matters, and we fear
will bave lerious and fatal confequences to our
Churches, if not attended to in time,
D
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provide convenient houfes of worfhi{), and af- |
ford their minifters a decent and honourable |
{fupport. In our own country, feveral congre-
gations in much worfe circumftances than the
moft of ours, having had their trade much
more obftructed, and been much more expofed
to the ravages of war, have repaired and fome
of them built convenient houfes of worthip,
and, at the fame time, paid a due attention to
divine ordinances, and to thofe who labour in
word and dodtrine amongft them. In other
places they have formed congregations, called
minifters, fubfcribed liberally for their fupport,
ereCted houfes of worfhip, attended duly to
ordinances in feafon and out of feafon, and
made provifion for their families: All this they
have done with the working-tool in the one
hand, " and the weapon of defence in the other !
“ Prove me herewith, f{aith the Lord of hofts,
«if I will not open the windows of heaven,
* and pour you out a blefling, that there fhall
“ not be room enough to receive it.”2 They
have proved the Lord with their duties of love,
and he has performed his word of truth to them,
by tie effufion of manifold bleflings upon them,
efpecially the rich and remarkable influences of
his Grace. But, O! what 1s to become of ous
withering Churches, who live like the fecure
Zidonians and will not duly exert themfelves
for God 1n one refpet nor in another. Is he

| about

a Mal. 3. 10
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. about to {pue fuch out of his mouth *—To re~
move their candleftick out of its place?

To thofe who try to evade conviction upon
this point with an empty jeft, and cloak their
own guilt with the common cant phrafe of co-
vetoufnels in the clergy; we anfwer, It is
your caufe we plead, had you eyes to fee it—
It is a part of God’s counfel we deliver to you,
which at this time 1t would be a crime in us to
conceal. And we afk you, how will you, or
how can you free yourfelves from the charge of
facriligious robbery? a robbery of the worft
kind : ¢ Ye have robbed me,” faith the Lord!
Read the charge, and tremble, ye who can, but
will not aflift your brethren to fupport the
Church of Chrift. Read with application the
judgment of God upon Ananias and Sapphira,
for holding back part of the price, ye who
promife fomething tor the fupport of Chrift’s
caufe, but will not comply with your engage-
ment. The flimfey excufes fome of you offer
for your co:ndult, are a reproach to chriftiani-
ty, a tarnifh to human nature itfelf !

We have from principie been oppofite to c-
ftablifhments as nurferies of Tyranny. Yet we
cannot but bear our teltimony againft the Ii-
centioufnefs of thofe who ufe their liberty as a
cloak of covetoufnefs. This, as well as tyran..
ny, finks the interefts of the Church. Upon
this pomnt, theretore, we muft addrefs every

principle
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principle of reafon, and confcience, and ho«
nour in you. Itis in your power to affift the
Church in outward refpeéts, if ye will. And
will ye not lend an affifting hand to fave the
caufe from finking which you have protefled ?
Prove the Lord by your care tor his caufe, and
fce if he will not pour out a blefling up-
on your bafket and your ftore, upon your per-
fons and your families, and upon the labouring
caufe of our Lord Jefus Chnft amongft us.
Affit the ftruggles of your brethren, who la-
bour and long for the profperity of Zion. Let
pitty to them, let your own intereft, let the
command of God, let the obligations of your
duty, and let the honour of chriftianity in the
world, roufe your attention, and excite you to
your duty.

We cannot, however, expet an effectual re-
medy for this, or any other of our complaints,
until the Holy Spirit be poured from on
high to revive his Church. Without this her
outward glory as well as her inward beauty
will decay, and we fhall become a reproach,
and a taunt, and a bye-word upon the carth.
The only principles of liberality to the Church,
where there 1s no eftablithment to oblige it, are
honour, confcience, and piety. True honour
1s a jewel too rarely to be found among the
treafures of fallen men—Many profeflors have
made fhipwreck of confcience—Piety is a feed
thinly fown, and the few remains of 1t are fad-

ly
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"ly withered. We add this as another motive ta
excite every one to be earneft with God to re-
vive his Church.

Thus, brethren, we have pointed out to you
fome of the leading marks of our back{liding.
All our Churches may not be equally guilty.
And fome of them, we doubt not, are more
guilty in one refpet, fome in another. But all
are fo guilty, and our crimes are fo prevalent,
as to expofe us to imminent danger, unlefs it
fhall be prevented by timely repentance.

II. We proceed now to point out fome of
the leading caufes of our backfliding. This is
neceflary as well to excite us to repentance, as
for our future warning and admonition.

1ft. Our defeftions, as well as the defections
of the Church in almoft every age, have ori-
ginated from the declenfions of the faints them-
felves. A fource this that few, pecrhaps, have
attended to! Who could believe that the lights
of the world would fpread a cloud upon the
Church *—That the falt of the earth would
be the means of putrifattion in her ? Yet it is
a mournful truth, that fo indeed the cafe is.
From their fpiritual decays arofe thofe evils in
the Church of Ephefus, for which God threat-
ened to unchurch them. That Church was
not accufed of prophanity, or falfe doétrine ;
nor for want of difcipline, or parience, or la-
bour for Chrift’s name fake. In all thefe re-
fpects they ftood fair, and were highly com-

| mended
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mended. DBut the charge was lcaving their firfy
love ; a decay in their fpiritual affections, which
gradually operated to the deftruction of thc °
v;ry things for which they were commend-
ed.

The lively exercife of love in the hearts of
believers gives fuch tendernefs to all their affec-
tions, fheds fuch a favour on all their devoti-
ons, and ftamps fuch heavenlinefs on all their
conduct and converfation, as fixes an unpreffi-
on upon others, that there is an excellency and
power 1n religion which they have not known,
and which they ought to be acquainted with.
This excites their defire to know what it is,
and roufes their refolution to feek and be ac-
quainted with Chrift themfelves. The daugh-
ters of Jerufalem, or common profeflors, ftruck
with the fpiritual glory of the fpoufe of Chrift,
when fhe enjoyed near communion with her
Lord, cry out mn aftonifhment, ¢« Who is this
¢« that cameth out of the wildernefs, like pillars
« ot fmoak, perfumed with myrrh and frank-
¢ incenfe, with all powders of the merchant ¢
Amazed at her folicitude to obtain his {miles,
they enquire,  What 1s thy beloved more than
““ another beloved, O thou faireft among wo-
“ men ? what i1s thy beloved more than another
““ beloved, that thou doft {fo charge us?”4 In
anfwer to this enquiry of the daughters of
Jerufalem, the bride of Chrift gave fuch a de-
{cription of the glory of her Saviour as fired

their
¢ Cant. 3.6, b Cant. 50 Qe
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their minds with a refc(ution t~ jeck and cnjoy
him with her; ¢ Whether is thy 'sloved goue,
« O thou faireft among woinér ! whether iy
te thy beloved turned afide? (ha! we may ek
« him with thee.”c Many anc great have be:n
the eftects of a lively fram.e in religion to con-
vince others, and allure t!icm to Chnift.

But when believers lofe their firft love, they
become like the falt which has loft its favour,
ufeful for nothing, but rather hurtful to every
tHing. Their deadnefs, their ftumbles, and
their conformity to the world, throw ftumbling
blocks in the way of others, and leave an 1m-
preflion upon the minds of thof» around them,
that there 1s little 1 religion but a mere form.
The common convittions, therefore, which o-
thers might have received from their example,
gradually die away. And their common afféc-
tions for religion ceafing,. nothing pleafes them,
but what tickles their fancy, or foothes them
into a_pleafing: flumber : Then they prefently
drop the form ; droping the form, and cotifci-
ence being laid afleep, they run into every feene
of fin and vanity, which corrupt nature prompts
thers to. This is not all; but as conicience
muft have its plaifter to give it eafe, fome of
them to this end drink in error, firft in drops,
then in large draughts. Thefe communicate
the poifon to others, and they to others again,
until the infection becomes contagious. This
1s the very way in which deifm has commonly

crept
¢ Cant, 6. 1,
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erept into the Church, and all the abominati-
ons that hawe ever tarnifhed her glory. Thus
you fee the gradual progrefs of apoftacy. For-
mality {prings from the lofs of a f{piritual
frame—Neglect of duty takes the place ot for-
mality—prophanity fucceeds the neglect of du-
ty—and the moft corrupting errors clofe the
dark {cene.

It 1s but too evident that, in general, we have
trod 1n all thofe fteps, except the laft, and are
juft preparing to take our next ftep upon that
unhallowed ground. It 1s our comfort, amidt
all our caufes of mo.rning, that this Prefbytery
are as yet free from grofs errors, and our peo-
ple will as yet fuffer the wh~lefome doltrines of
Grace to be preached to them. Y:ct we cannet
but tremble at our fituation. We are in a con-
dition the moft unhappy in cafe of an attack
from error which we fear will make its approach
unto us, perhaps gradually at firft, but after-
wards, unlefs prevented by divine Grace, will
pour in like a mighty flood, and with its impe-
tuous torrent {weep down before it whole fhoals,
efpecially of our unprincipled and wanton youth,
into the difmal gulph of perdition. The {ubtle
enemy of mankind, who is ever watchful to
fow his tares while men fleep, will take the
advantage of our droufinefs to fow his corrupt
feed, unlefs undeferved mercy prevent him.

That he may be prevented, and that we may
be thoroughly healed, let us recmember from

whence we are fallen, and repent, and do the
firft
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firlt works. It fhould fhame y>u who have
i known the comforts of God’s love, it fhould
fill you with remorfe and contrition, it fhould
draw from you the moft hearty confeffions of
. your guilr, and it fhould engage you to the moft
carneft a4 s eafing endeavours for a reftora-
aun of tag divine preience to the Churches, that
_you have beer: the firlt criminal caufes of judga
“ment coming upon them!—You who have
* been made partakers of the Grace of God, heirs
of his kingdom, and joint heirs with Chnft!
You who have felt the bitternefs of fin, and
the pains of a wounded confcience for it] You
who have known the comforts of redeeming
love, and the powerful obligations of 1t to live
to Chrift: He that refteth n his love, {peaks
it to you once more, to recover you from yout
backflidings, as he did at firft to recover you
from the ruins of your fallen ftate ; ¢ The ma-
\ < fter is come, and he calleth for you.” Roufe
then from your flumbers, and attend to his
voice, left you fhould hear it ipeaking to you
in alarming accents, and perhaps when you
may be near the end of your race,

-«

2. The neglect of the heads of families to
traii up their children and thofe under their
care 1n the nurture and admonition of the
Lord, 15 a prevailing caufe of our defection. It
was onc principal fource of the apoitacy of thc
ten Tribes ot Ifrael from the true worfhip of
Ged, for which they are arraigned and feve.cly

I threatened ;
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threatened ; ¢ They have dealt treacheroufly = ;
‘ gainft the Lord : They have begotten ftrange '
“ children : Now fhalla month devour themwith
“ their portions.”s And it is no lefs a fource of
our apoftacy from the true principles and practice
of chriftianity. Your neglect of duty and ill
example have alienated your families from God,
from his people, and from his fervice; and
thus have you procured the charge of treachery
.in God’s holy Covenant, and his curfe upon .
your bleflings. All the inftructions of the pui-
pit, and the fcraps of timec munifters can re-
deem to fpeak to every one in private, will be
of little avail, where there 1s no proper care in
families to prepare youth for the reception and
due improvement of them. Where wholefome
ifftruction, due difcipline, and holy example,
the leading duries of your vow when ye offered
your children to the Lord in baptifm, are lack-
ing, what can be expefted but a race of nfi-
dels nurfed up in the bofom of the Church ?
Hereby God, who calleth you to holinefs, is
dithonotired ; the Church, which Chrift hath
purchafed with his own blood, is injured,
and your hands are deep dyed in the blood
of the deathlefs iouls of your own offspring.
O ye carelefs and vicious heads of families !
perfidy 1s marked on your conduét! treachery
again{t the Lord, and cruelty to your own flefh
and blood —~Ye who fuffer your children to
run like the untutored favages—ye whofe ex-

ample
a Hof. 5. 7.
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- ample teacheth them to prophane rather than
t - praife the blefltd name by which they are cal-
* led l—Teacheth them, wnftead of truth and ho-.
linefs, the arts of diffimulation, fraud, detrac-.
tion, and to defile themfelves with the lufts of
the flefh !—Inftead of feeking firft the kingdom.
of God and his righteoufnefs, teacheth thcm to,
lay up treafure upon earth, as the chiet good!
—Ye who by refufing rhe incenfe of the even-
ing and the morning facrifice to God, teach
your children to refrain prayer before. him! And,
all ye, who inftead of inftruting them to keep
(od’s fabbaths, and reverence his ian&uar), n-.
ftruét them to violate both, by your loitering at.
. home for the ecale of the ﬂcﬂl, like brutes of
) the ftall, or gadding abroad, like the wild afles.
colt! We befeech you, brcthren, who are guil-
ty of thefe, or fimilar crimes; we pray you,
.- by every thing facred, to conﬁdex your ways,
» and repent,

3. Our apoftacies took their rife from a re-.
laxation of the reins of difcipline, in too many.
inftances, either through. inattention, or care-.
lefnefs 1n the officers of the Church, or an-<o-
+  verftrained prudence, left the delinquents thould
’ go over to other focicties, and thereby weaken

their own. It i1s indged to be lamented that the,
fchifms in the Church have opencd a wide door
to this pernicious praftice, by which the ftrict
exercife of difcipline has been obftruéted in fe-
veral inftances, to the injury of the Church,

Buf;
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But it is a great miftake to fuppofe that her
interefts will be promoted by a relaxation of

government, except In fome cafes pecuhanly cir-

N it

cumiftanced ; ior obfervation and experience -

teach us “hat *he {trength of afociety as well as
its honour and influence in the woild depend-

eth much upon a wife and fteady cxercife of

dxfmp!me.

Bere we beg leave to mention and attempt .
to remove a too prevalent miitake, a miftake

which has becen a fource of much 1mp1ctv a-

mongft the youth of our day, viz. That they .

are not the objeéts of Chuirch cenfurz, unul
they recognife thexr baptifmal vews by an ap-
proach to "God at his own table, or by offering
their feed to him in baptifm. A miftake this
muft be; for in baptifm children are taken into
the Church to be trained up for God. Butas
they cannot, at non-age, be immediately under
the cognizance of church-officers, they are com-
mitted to the tutorage of parents, or other
fponfors, to be brought up in the nurture and
admonition of theLord. And, indeed, it is a
confiderable ground of - their admxﬂion, that per-
fons fuppofed to be faithful, and fufficicntly qua-
hfied for the truft, engage for their reli gious e-
ducation. It therefore mInors, arrived to a

compelent underftanding to reccive counfels and

admonitions from the Church, fhall continue
in the commiffion of fin, or the ufual neglect
of the duties which they were bound by their
baptifm to perform, they ought to be called to

-

a

an



-

§ cenfured for their conduét. Sponfors alo, pa-
rents or others, are liable to cenfure, if it fhall
be found that the crimes of their pupils have
originated from, or been perfiited in, through
their neglet or 11l conduct.

i (37 )
( an account by the officers of the Church, and

’

4. It 1s to be feared, that too often the fuc-
cefs of the Gofpel has been hindered; by mini-
fters dependance upon their own gifts rather
than upon the Grace which is in Chnft, by
their not trying to have their’ own hearts duly
imprefled with the 1mportance of -the meflages
they bring to-the people, and by {ecking rather
to gain their appldufe thin:to gam their hearts
for God. Selt is a deadly fly, which {pcils the
ointment, and lurks under many difguifes. It
provoketh -God to.blaft our labours, and unfit-
eth us for the profitable difcharge of our duty.

IH. We fhall now lay before vou fome of the
leading duties neceffary to revive the decaying
interefts of our Church. We wifh, brethren,
to rccover the health of the daughter of our
people, - by ftriking -at the root of our difeilc,
left our wound become incurable. ‘In order to
this we befeech you,

ift. To weigh ferioufly the caufes and guilt
of our apoftacy, the dithonour it does to' God;
and the mournful effects of it upon ourfelves,
our pofterity, and the world around us. With-
out a fenfe of thefc things upon your hearts,

every
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every attempt we can make to direct you to the
means neceffary for your falvation will be in
van. O canfider, that tho’ you fhould fleep,
Gud’s eye will be awake ; and the lukewarmnefs
of the Church is {© naufeous to him, that he
will fpue her out of his mouth except fhe be-
come zealous and repent,

2. Try faithfully to have the fpirit of anci-
ent chnftianity revived in your own fouls, and
the fouls of others. If you would recover your
firft love, ¢ Remember fromwhence you arefallen,
‘“ repent, and do the firft works.”a Be ferious and
careful inyourattendanceon every mean of Grace,
public and private. Beware of refting in a lifelef(s
form, without the power of godlinefs—be impor-
tunate and conftant at the throne of Grace for
the Holy Spirit to convince you and others of
fin, righteoufnefs, and judgment. And by
‘wife counfels and reproofs, united to a holy
walk with God, difcountenance all vice in
others, and excite them to all holinefs and vic«
tue.

3. Let parents and all heads of families be
very caretul to train up their families for God.
Take all due pains to inftruct them in the glory
and importance of Gofpel dotrines—to impreis
upon their hearts a fenfe of their fin, their guilt
and their danger. Open to them the deplora-
ble condition of fallen nature, and their abfo-

| lute
8 Rev. 2. 3.
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Jute need of Chrift to fave them—=fhow them
the excellency and fullnefs of reccmption by the
Bicod and Spirit of Chrift—the amiablenefs,
the nature and neceflity of piety and virtue 1n
their various lovely branches—be watchful to
reftrain them from vice and folly, and to en-
courage them to righteous and virtuou: actions

- —fet before them a pure and convincing exam-

ple, not only bv a careful attendance on cvery
ordinance, but uy the fpirituality of your own
frame in religious daties, and a life of ciofe
communion with God. And, O fee that your

families alfo pay a proper refpect to thefe du-
ties | -

4. We do earneftly enjoin it upon parents
and all Church officers, to be careful in train-

ing up and exciting young people, to recognife

- their baptifmal vows, as early in life as may

be, by a public acknowledgment of them, and
a dedication of themfelves unto the Lord. This
1s neceflary to Sow a Seed in the Church, that
will grow up to the glory of God. And we
might have obferved, that a deficiency in this

refpect is one reafon why She is fo overgrown
with briers and thorns.

5. We do entreat and enjoin upon all Church
officers to revive the fpirit of difcipline, and
ftrictly put into pradtice, without fear or fa-
vour, our juft and wholefome laws againft of-
fenders of every defcription, high and low, rich

and
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and poor, old and young, who may be capable
fubjetts of cenfure. Admonith and rebuke the
guilty, in public, or in private, according to the
nature and aggravation ot their crimes—{ufpend
from {pecial privileges thofe who do not reform
—and execute the neceflary but toec much ne-
gleCted cenfure of excommunication from the
communion of the Church, thofe who, after
repeated reproofs and warnings, obitinately
perfilt 1 atrocious crimes, or heretical opini<
ons.  Paying always, neverthelefs, a fuitable
re(pect unto the condition and circumftances ot
perfons and places,- left.by.putting old wine in-
to new bottles, or new wine into old bottles,
the bottles p\.nfh and the wine be fpilt.

6. As much dependeth upon fuitable care and
proper regulations in focieties, in order to pro-
mote the intereft of rcllgton amongft them,
we muft befeech your careful obfervation of the
wholefome advices given by our Synod, and the
regulations they planned, years ago, for the
health of the focieties under their care—fuch as
the ereCtion of focieties of manners, the ap-
pointment of committees to manage the politt-
cal affairs of congregations, the keeping exalt
regifcers of baptiims, marriages, deaths, &ec.
The choofing of deacons, and providing conve-
nient glebes as foon as may be. I .pecially let
there be a due obfervation of that very neceffary
and repeated injunction ot Synod, that the peo-
p'e be fteadily reprefented in our judicatureshby

their
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their ruling elders. This is neceffary, as well
for other good purpofes, as to preferve the
privileges of the people and our valuable con-

ftitution. - ;_
| 7. As much dependeth upon the temper and
condut of minifters as means to:promote re-
formation, let every member of this Prefbytery,
 and every preacher in our bounds, ¢ Take
¢« heed to himfelf and to his doétrine,”2 ¢¢ That
“ he adorn the doétrine of God our Saviour in
“ all things,”6 knowing that the follies and
ftumbles of minifters tarnifh the facred charac-
ter, and caufe the offerings of the Lord to be
abhorred : Let him watch for fouls as one who
muft give an account to God, and remember
thiz direction of the Apoftle, ¢ Preach the wéil,
‘ be inftant in feafon, out of feafon ; reprove,
« rebuke, exhort, with all long fuffering and
¢« dotrine.”c—*¢ Having received this miniftry,
“ let every one Kenounce the hidden things
“ of dithonefty, not walking in crattinefs, nor
‘ handling the word of God deceitfully, but by
} <« manifeftation of the truth, commending our-
© ¢ felves to every man’s con{cience in the fight of
- *“God. d=In dottrine thewing uncorruptnefs,
gravity, fincerity, found fpeech which cannot
‘“ be conndemned.”e
| For inftruction and warning to thic Prefby.
¢ tery, efpecially to young preachers, and all who
- may
a1Tm. 4.16. bTit. 2. 10, ¢2Tim. 4. 2.
doCoriq.2, eTit. 2.7, 8.
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may incline to join with us, we are here con-
ftrained to mention a tew things, which are op-
pofite to thofe apoftolic injunttions, and have
a ftrong influence upon hindering the fuccefs
~of the Gofpel.  The minfter who holdeth back
~what 'may be profitable to the hearers, efpecially
what may be moft profitable to them, Eor fear
of giving effence or condemning himfelf, un-
doubtcdly walketh in craftinefs, and handleth
the word of God deceitfully. A minifter may
preach nothing but truth, and yet not preach
faithfully, becaufe he does not declare the
‘whole counfel of God. He may be chargeable
with no error, and yet be very guilty, as well
for not faving what ought to be faid u
“his fubject, as for not applying it clofe home !
‘to-the confciences of his hearers—Nor can he
‘be faid to fhow "uncorruptnefs in do€lrine,
found fpeech which cannot be condemned, who
interfperfeth his fermons with doubtful phraf-
es, which may have a very dangerous meaning
couched in them. It is not an unprecedented
thing to conceal error under a falfe difguife, or
fhew of Gofpel truth. This may be done ei-
ther as the effe€t of a falfe education, or of de-
Qign, that the people may indifeernably drink in
poifonous drops.—Another fault in preaching of
much more hurtful tendency than people are a-
“ware, 1s an affettation of novel phrafes and fen-
‘timents. This 18 commonly the effect of a
ftrong defire in the preacher to arpear as an
original, tho’ he may not have the fmalleft pre-
tenfions
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tenfions to fuch a charaéter. The unfailing
effeCt of fuch teaching is to {well the preachers
- mind with a conceit of his own abihties, and
form giddy opinionative hearers; while, betore
they are aware, it may whirl both him{elf and
them round into the guiph of error and incon-
fiftencies. Here it ought to be ohferved, that
a minifter’s principal bufinefs lies in conviction
and perfuafion, not in dry fpeculation, or in
teaching truths not known in the Churches;
theretore it ought to be his chief aim to lead
his hearers to the faith and practice of already

received doctrines. |
Affeltation of the fublime is another error
in preaching, which only puffeth up the mind
of the preacher with 1maginary glory, and for
a time deceiveth his injudicious hearers. This
only entertains the audience with tinfel orna-
ments inftead of the folid .inftructions of the
puipit, or with {welling bombaft inftead of true
fublimity. The light of fuch inftrutions dies
like the {hooting meteor, 1n an inftant, and
pafleth away with an empty found, as the cloud
without rain, leaving no lafting impreffions
upon the heart. Nothing (error excepted) is
more cold and difguftful to the pious or intelli-
gent mind, than f{welling tragical pomp with-
out affeCtions; the voice and mere produétion’s
of the head without the heart! Such preachers
fhould know, that the leading principles of true
fublimity are dignity of genius and pathos,
which 1n the chriftian orator fhould be kindled
by
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by fire from God’s altar.—A. ‘hat its jufteft
ftandard is the word of God, in which we find
no gingling founds, no fwollen empty defcripii-
ons, no paint put upon the pearl; but a native
fimplicity, peripicuity, dignity and ftrength ;—
the language not contrived to embellith the 1-
deas, but natively flowing from them, and
therefore the moft happily adapted to 1m-
prefs a fenfe of them upon the heart.—A dron-
ifh and unmeaning cant, {ubftituted in the
room of ferioufnefs and minifterial gravity, will
only lay the hearers vpon their pillow, and lull
them into {piritual fluraber—To collect the bare
bones of orthodoxy frem old fy{tems of divinity,
and throw them among the people, will have
little tendency to eonvince them, or give fire
to their affeCtions—~The mere agitation and fu-
ry of nature, which 1s fomtimes miftaken for
pure zeal, is only a fire without the {mall ftill
voice of the Gofpel and Spirit of Chrift—And
an unbounded wandering from our {ubjedt, or a
multiplicity of ideas crouded into the difcourfe,
which have little connexion with or tendency
to 1illuftrate our main theme, will lead the
hearers minds away from it, and vail the prin-
cipal object from their fight.

To avoid thofe and fimilar errors, and to ob-
tain the great ends of our miniftry, let none of
us content himfelf with merely doing his duty,
or even doing it with reputation, without gain-
ing fouls for the Lord. Let every one fix, as
the great objects of all his adminiftrations, the

increafc
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increafe of Chrift, tho’ he himfelf fhould de-
creafe, and to convert finners to him, and build
up believers in their holy faith. Let every one
take pains to have his own heart imprefled with
a fenfe of the importance of the meflages he
bears to the people, and the worth of their im-
martal fouls, as well as with a fenfe of his own
infufficiency to think even a good thought as of
himfelf, and that all his fufficiency 15 of God.
Efpecially let him take the greateft care that his
own heart be right with God ; that he live near
to himand under the lively impreffions ot his
Grace and Jove. Let him live, as well as preach
the Gofpel, daily acquiring more acquaintanee
with and making greater progrefs in the {piri-
tual ife. And it would, no doubt, be of the
higheft advantage to have, in all our minifteri-
al exercifes, a reigning belief in our hearts, that
however pertinent our ftudies, and however
found and well fpoken our difcourfes may be,
in public or in private; yet if the feed fown be
not watered with our tears, warmed with the
love of Chnft in our hearts, and caft by a hand
well inftruted with his Grace, we have littlg:
reafon to expet much faving Fruit. |
8. In the laft place, we enjoin it upon all tJ
be carneft in wreftling for themfelves and th
neceflitous Church of Chrift. And we do car-
neftly recommend to every congregation 1in our
bounds, to erect praying focieties; lefler ones
mm particular diftricts, or confifting of fele
perions ;
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perfons ; and larger ones of the whole congre-
gation, or as many as may be difpofed to aflo-
ciate for prayer. We are the rather encou-
raged to hope for fuccefs in this part of our ad-
drefs, as it has been repeatedly and.warmly re-
commended by our worthy Synod to all the
congregations in their bounds, both before and
fince the commencement of our late troubles,
to fpend part of the laft Thurfday of every
month 1n focial prayer to God for a revival of
his own work in our Churches, and the un-
merited favours of his Providence to our guil-
ty land. We might alfo obferve that this has
been prattifed with great fuccefs in feveral con-
gregations both in Europe and America.~—Ve-
rily, effetual fervent prayer availeth much, e-
fpecially focial prayer. It hath availed to arreft
the fun and moon in their courfe, to fthut and
open Heaven, to quench the Flame of Wrath
kindled againft a Nation, to obtain Deliverance
for the Church at many perilous Seafons, and
the Holy Spirit to revive her declining Interefls.
Need we mention to you who have read your
Bibles, the precious cffets of the faithful and
earneft wreftlings of Jacob, Mofes, Hannah,
David, Daniel, Efther, and the Jews in her
time, with many others of the Old Teftament
faints ? Our Lord Jefus Chnift, God’s Salvation
to the ends of the earth, made his appearance
in our world, in anfwer to the entreaties of
good old Simeon and ‘Anna the prophetefs, with

their companions, who waited continually In
faith
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faith and prayer for this confolation of Ifrae
when the faviour was born. 2 ‘The Holy Gho
was fent down in a remarkable manner, on tl
day of Penticoft, in anfwer to the prayers «
a large focie* of the apoftles and difciples «
Chrift, who, according to his diretion when |
afcended on high, tarried at Jerufalem, waitir
continually in prayer for this promife of t!
Father. # Thro' means of the continual inte
ceflion of the Church, on Peter’s account,
angel of the Lord was fent to knock off |
chains, and conduét him in fafety to the hot
of Mary, where a pious fociety earneftly folici
ed Heaven for the mercy, the very moment
his deliverance. ¢ It would, indeed, be cndl
to enumerate all the precious effets of pray
recorded in Scripture and Church hiftory. G
never defigned or promifed a fpecial favour
his Church or to individuals, but he gave the
an heart to pray for it, and honoured th
with giving 1t as an anfwer to their prayc
But the neceflity and ufefulnefs of this duty
obtain bleflings for the Church, you may;
clearly ftated and fully proven in the fam
‘M, Edwards’s humble attempt to promote pi
er, efpecially focial prayer, in Europe and A
rica. We do moft earneftly befecch you,
thren, to make conicience of attending fa
fully to this duty. We have tried every n
with you in our power, we fear, in ag

mea.

@ Luke 2d Chap. b Luke 24. Afls 1185 2d
Chap. ¢ Afis 12th Chap.
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1eafure, of late, in vain. And we are appre-
enfive, that all our ftudies and all our preach-
1ig will be in vain, unlefs you obtain by pray-
r the Holy Spirit to blefs the means—But this

uty duly and perfeveringly attempted will not
ul of fuccefs.

IV. Befides the motives cafually interfperfed
irough this addrefs, we fhall conclude with a
w principal ones feleted out of many, in or-
I to excite you to a ready and careful pers
rmance of the duties neceflary to recover the
ealth ot our declining Churches.
1{ft. Let your own danger, the danger of the
‘hurches, of your families, and of the children
ot yet born, have weight with you. The fe-
rreft punifhments, {piritual and temporal, have
en inflicted upon many Churches for verfift-
g-in the crimes of which we are guilty. And
n we efcape, except we reform ¢ But the foreft
all plagues, and the moft to be deprecated,
¢ fpuitual Judgments. God puniftheth fin
th fin, the moft grievous of all calamities.
refenteth the obftinacy of a people, by
ofing their delufions, and fuffering them to
il the lufts of the fleth. < My people
veuld not hearken to my voice; and Ifrael
vould none of me. So I gave them up unto
heir own hearts lufts: And they walked in their
wn counfels.”s If we obftinately perfift in our
, provoked Heaven will reftrain from ushtl;e
oLy

a Pla. 81. 11, 12,
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holy Spirit, and give us up to blindnefs of mind
to hardnefs of heart, to vile affetions, and ftrong
delufions to love and believe a lie. Then the
love of many fhall wax cold, and iniquity fhall
abound. Inteftine broils and divifions will de-
face our beauty, and confume our ftrength.
Errors and herefies, pouring in as a flood, will
ftain our glory, and expoie our fhame. And
finally a holy and jealous God will fpue-us out
of his mouth. And in proportion to the great-
nefs of our privileges will be the certainty and
weight of our punithment. ‘¢ You only have
“1 known of all the familes of the earth;
““ therefore will I punith you for all your iniqui-
“ ties.c Hethat defpifcd Mofes’s law died without
‘“ mercy; of how much forer punithment, fup-
‘“ pofe ye, fhall he be thought worthy, who
‘“ hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and
‘““ counted the blood of the covenant, whercwith
“ he was fanétified, an unholy thing, and hath
‘“ done’defpite unto the Spirit of Grace. For
“ we know him that hath faid, vengeance be-
““ longeth unto me, 1 will recompence, faith

‘“ the Lord.” d
We might adduce many alarming threatnings
and examples of this kind. The hiftory of the
Church and nation of Iftael is pregnant with
fuch inftances. Where are the ten tribes?
What is and has for a fong time been the ftate
~of the Jews? <« In the day when I wifit, (faid
* the Lord to Mofes) T will vifit their iniquity
G | upain

¢ Angs. 3.2, d Hz2o, 10, 28, 29, 30,
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“ upon them. "And the Lord plagued the peo-
‘ ple becaufe they made the calf.”sa Jehovah
difplayed his wonders before them in Egypt, and
at the Red tea; he commanded the heavens to
rain down bread for their hunger, and the rock
to pour out water for their thirft ; he gave them
his ordinances, his promifes, and hislaws; they
felt the terrors ot Sinai, and trembled in the aw-
ful prefence of their Lawgiver and Judge: yet
their hearts foon turning back to Egyptian idola-
tries, they made to themlves a golden calf. For
this, fin, aggravated by all the judgments and
mercies they had feen, God threatens to vifit
them with forer punithment when he would
reckon with them fui future crimes. Accord-
ingly he confumed thofe rebels with various
plagues, for forty years in the wildernefs, till of
all that came out of Egypt, from twenty years
old and upwards, none remained to enter the
promifed reft, but Caleb and Jofhua, who had
faithfully kept the charge of the Lord.

Many waifting Judgments were poured upon
them in future ages for their apoftacies, until, fi-
nally, filling up the meafure of their cup, by
crucifying and rejecting the Lord of Glory, they
were wholly caft off, and {cattered as fugitives
among the nations, for more than 1700 vears.
God has long fince fpued the once famous
Churches ot Afia out of his mouth for their gra-
dual and incorrigable defections from the faith
and practice of the Gofpel. Now the polluting
and dark delufions of Mahomet triwmpbh, whelfe

the

a Eiod. 32, 34, 35,
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the Gofpel of Jelus Chrift was preached 1n puri«
ty and with power. And has not Rome, whole.
faith was {poken of throughout the whole world,
long fince become a neft cf the wvileft abomi-
nations ?

Tremble, brethren, at the reherfal of thofe
Judgments, which were written aforetime for
our warning. Have we any reafon to expect
that we fhall not likewife perils, except we re-
pent? Our fins are more aggravated than theirs,
becaufe they have been committed agamft great-
er light ; therefore we may expect the gieater
punifhment, fooner or later, it we perfilt in
them. The word and providence of God, his.
Judgments and Mercies, have united their voice
with thefc and many other examples for our
wzrning and inftruction. He has planted a noble
vine in our wildernefs, cultivated and hedged it
in, watered it with his Holy Spirit, and caufed
the pure dotrines of the Gofpel to drop as dew
upon it ; yet we have backfliden from him, and
refufe ta return. What then can we expect,
unlefs a fpeedy and thorough repentance prevent
it, but that he will take the vineyard from us,
and give it to thofe who will biing forth the.
fruits thereot in their feafon >

'Of this Judgment fome alarming fymptoms.
are already upon us. This Prefbytery, one of
the firft ercted in America,—once the bright
example of piety, learning, and good fenfe, and
n whofe bounds. God eminently vouchfafed his
gracious prefence:. This Prefbytery, fo highly

tavoured,
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favoured, has now a vifible cloud {pread upon
it! Several once large and flourithing congrega-
tions are greatly dimini(hed-—feveral able and
faithful labourers have been removed from time
to tiiae, a number of them in the height of
their ufefulnefs—fome by death, fome to dif-
ferent parts of the vineyard, while others are
prevented of their wonted ufefuluefs by bedily
infirmities.  And of the common people, ma-
ny of the niecious fons of Zion, for piety and
good fenfc comparable to fine gold, have ceafed
from their fabours. And where do we {fee the
fons appear with the fpirit and zeal of their fa-
- thers ? ‘¢ Help, Lord, for the godly man ceaf-
‘“ eth : for the taithtul fail from among the
‘“ children of men.” ¢ The nghteous are
‘“ taken away from the evil to come,” and few,
if any of equal eminence are raifed to fupply
their room. When God is about to fpread
darknefs over his houfe, he takes down the
moft eminent lights in it, as well Miniflers as
private Chriftians. We have, indeed, reafon
- to unite with the prophet, and cry, Our fathers,
ourfathers, thechariotsof ifracl, and the horfemen
thereof ! they are gone! and, O! is the Spirit
of God departed with them ?

Is 1t time for you, brethren, or for us, to
fleep? Let us awake, -and try to take held of
a departing God, and a departing Glory. Let
us be earneft with God to cafl Elijah’s mantle
upon the Elifha’s of our day, and to give a ie-
forming fpirit to our people. Let Zion’s di:

ger,
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ger, the danger of our families and our own
jouls, roufe our attention, and awake us to our
duty. As our fathers tranfmitted to us a fair
{piritual inheritance, let us tranfmit the fame
undiminifthed to our pofterity. And, O! let
us not entail upon them the curfe of our ini-
quities vifite. upon them to the third and fourth
generation.

2. Let the obligation of your {folemn vows to
God prevail upon you to reform. < Know ye
“ not (faith the apoftle) that fo many of us
““ as were baptized into Chrift were baptized into
“ his death? wheretore weare buried with him by
“ baptifm into death: that like as Chnift was
*“ raifed up from the dead by the glory of the
« Father, even fo we alfo thould walk in new-
“ nefs of life.” 2 And our Lord, commanding
his apoftles to baptize all nations in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghoft, adds, ¢ Teaching them to obferve all
““ things whatfoever I command you.” 4 From
thefe paffages of fcripture, with many others, it
1s eafy to fee, that the leading obligations of
your chriftian oath, are a refpe&t unto all the
commandments of God, the mortification of all
fin, and all the acts of a new and fpiritual life.
And as often as you oftered a child to the Lord
in baptifm, - you expreflly recognifed this vow.
And, O! how folemn the tranfaction, when
many of you renewed this oath at his own

table,
a Rem, 6. 3, 4. b Mar, 28, 19.
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table, fwearing before God, angels and men ;e
iwearing over the memorials of a crucified Jefus,
that you would be wholly and for ever the Lord’s!
Bear with us, our beloved hearers, fuffer us
to addyefs you on this point, as thofe who are
ainder oath to God to be faithful to your fouls.
But how fhall we addrefs you? As wilful cove-
nant breakers, as perjured perfons, we are o-
bliged to addrefs many of you! And, O! We
tremble to relate it, we are obliged to addrefs
fome of you as baptized infidels | Is your baptifm
a mere farce! Is it an empty compliment, or
a folemn inftitution of heaven? Your deferted
clofets, your empty feats in the houfe of God,
your prayerlefs families, your prophane praétices,
and your turnming away trom the myfteries,
and ordinances of Chrift, will be {wift witneffes
~againlt many of you.—Own the truth now,
~ confefs Chrift before men in practice as well as
~ in.words, left he deny you before his Father.
Confider your ways, we befeech you, hecarken
to the word of exhortation, and repent; left
you hear with anguifh in your fouls that pierc-
g query put by the Judge himfelf,  What
« haft thou to do to declare my ftatutes, and
« that thou fhouldft take my covenant into thy
« mouth ? feeing thou hateft inftruttion, and

¢ cafteft my words behind thee.” 2
And we pray you, our young readers, to lay
it ferioufly to your hearts, that ye are not your
own, ye have been folemnly devoted to God in
covenant ;

4 Pla. 50. 16, 17.
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covenant ; (therefore ye muft break your league
with hell, and early in life make a perfonal
furrender of yourfelves to the Lord. Choofe
God for your God, his people for your people,:
his interefts for your interefts, and his fervice as’
your pleafure. Particularly we exhort thofe
who may be favoured with pious parents, to
beware that their inftructions be not ioft upon
you, and their prayers be not fruftrated by
your obftinacy, left they kindle for you a flame
moft intenfely hot in a future ftate,

3. We excite you to your duty by the ho-
nour and intereft of Chnft, which you ate un-
der the ftriCteft obligations to promotein the
world, - Ye are not your own; but his—His;
for he made you—His; for he maintains your
foul in life—Ilis by right of redemption; for he
purchafed the Church with his own blood. I
therefore ye look upon yourfelves as ¢ Boaght
“ with a price, glorify God in your body, and
“ your {pirit, that are God’s.”a Redemption’
thro’ Chnft' is the noblet of all the works of
God ; for here he is glorified in the higheft;
therefore let thofe who profcfs redemption in his:
blood, glority him in the higheft by a pious walk
and’ frame of heart, as becometh the ranfomed
of the Lord. Thofe who name the name of
Chrift, and yet do not depart from iniquity,
nor duly attend to his laws, do what they canto
tarnifh his Glory, and prophane his‘name before
men, ¢ What do ye more than others "4

was
a1 Cor. 6,23. & Mat, 5. 47,
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Wras a query put by Chrift to his own difciples.
The fame query he putteth to each of you, ina-
mating your peculiar obligations to let your light
{fo fhine before men, that others beholding your
good works, may glorify your Father who 1s in
heaven. -
The holy lives of primitive chriftians drew
many hcathens to believe and embrace chrifti-
anity ; but the unholy lives of many profefiors
1n our day, caft ftumbling blocks before ar: un-
godly world, and fix their chains faft upon them.
Were an intelligent heathen to obferve the ani-
mofities and divifions of many who profefs to
be followers of the Lamb, would he not fup-
pole Chrift to be the minitter of difcord rather
than of reconciliation? Were he to obferve their
filthy practices, would he not fuppofe Chnift to
be the mimfter of fin, and chriftians a fet of
the wvileft hypocrites? Did a Mahometan tra-
vel amongft us, a Mahometan inftructed by
the Alcorn to abftain from wine, and worfhip
trequently in the day, what would he think of
our many drunken chriftians !—Of many, e-
{pecially of our baptized debauchees, and many
of thofe that effect high life, who will not
deign to aflemble for public worthip? And
what would he think ot multitudes amongft
us, who refufe the incenfe of the morning and
evening facrifice to God? Would he -not call
Chrift an impoftor, and blefs himfeltin his own
delufions? Or did a zealous Papift take notice of
the carelefnefs of many proteftants about rthc’:ir
ous,
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fouls, and hear their lifelefs, dry and formal
devotions and Sermons, he would, and more
frequently does, than ycu are aware of, con-
demn Prcteftanti{im as herefy, on this very ac-
count, and is more confirmed in the belief of
his own fuperftitions. Alas! how 1s Chnit
wounded in the hcufe of his profefied friends!
Confider, ye carnal profeflors, what injury is
dene to the caufe of Chrift by your evil condutt.
What a thame, what a reproach for Chriftians!
—For Proteftants ! —For Prefbyterians, who
enjoy fo many precious privileges, to live fuch
fcandalous lives, and manifeft fo little zeal for
God !

4. Reformation will be the trueft mark of
gratitude to God for the late favours of his
providence to cur young nation. The hand of
God has not more vifibly appeared in any re-
volution than in ours. This is fo evident, that
the rankeft Deift can fcarcely deny an eminent
interpofition of providence in our behalf.
Weak and unworthy as we were, the Lord hath
delivered as from the expectations of a power-
ful and infidious foe, faved us from our fears,
created peace in our borders, and put us into the
quiet poileflion of our invaluabie righis ;—
Rights which involve in them all the precious
Interefts of religion! All this he hath done,
notwithftanding our provocations in the time of
our affiiction. Now we are delivered, let us not,
as the carna! Ifraelites, eat, and drink, and rife
Up to play ;==nor, Jefhvrun like, wax fat, and

kick
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Klck againft the rock, of our Salvation. Neither
let us, ‘with uno'xateful Jews, when delivered from
their long captmty, attend only to the repairs of
our own houfes, and fuffer the houfe of the Lord
to lie wafte—nor every one mind his own
things, not the things that are Jefus Chnft's.
If we do not humbly and thankfuily improve
our meircies, whatfoever great things God may
have had in view for the ages to come, by our
glorious revolution, he may feverely chaftife
us, as he did the rebellious Ifraelites, whofe
carcales he ftrewed in the wildernefs, tho’ their
feed came to inherit the promifed blefling.
However vifible the hand of God be 1n our late
revolution, yet but few, even of the more feri-

ous, look to what appears from his word and
H ¢ uniform operations of his providence in all

ges to be his great defign in the whole—very
!ew have knovm that in all this he has been
laying the foundation of a glorious empire for
h's well beloved Son, to whom he has promif-
ed the heathen for kis inheritance, and thefe utter-
moft ends of the earth for bic poffeffion. And few
have known that all our ftruggles and gll the
chaftifements we may receive for ingratitude are
neceflary to prepare the way for the full accom-
plithment of that great promife. Were thefe
things realized, we would join trembling with
our mirth, and exprefs our gratitudec by an
holy hte, as becometh the redeemed of the

Lord. '
Brethren, we muft not only fay with our li)ps,
ut
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but pray trom our hearts, 70y &ingdom come.
Nor will it be fufficient to pray for the blefling ;
but we muft ufe the means nccefiary to obtan
it.  Without this our expeltations of it wiil be
prefumptuous. Wemuit follow afterall rightcouf-
nefs, which exalteth a nation; and abandon all
mniquity, which 1s a reproach to any people,
Take care that your reformaticn be complete :
Begin every one by laying the foundation furs
in your own hearts. Proceed to reclaun others
and allure them to the Lord by a holy exampig,
by counfels, reproofs, and every mean in your
power. And, O! fee that ye encourage your
minifters, and ftrengthen their hands in the work
of the Lord. Beware left ye wafte theiw lives
and confume them with cares by your cbftinacy

and neglect.
¢. In the laft place, we fhall addrefs an ar-
gument to thofe who love and long foi ihe
coming of Chnft’s ki ngdam—-—an argument
which they only can fully fecl, and which it is
neceflary they fhould feel, n ordcr to the glo-
rious end we have n view. Should it pleafe
the gracious God to revive nis own work n the
midit uf the years, 1t would atiord unfpeakable
comfort and afliftance to you, and to many of
the Lord’s weary hentage. Tn times of com-
mon dcadnefs and corruption you have few
helps, and many weights to prefs you down..
Opprefled, however, and coactive as you may
frequently feel, you cannot be contented with
your prefent framc; but, as mourning doves lof_
tiic
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the valley, you bewail your Lord’s abfence as
well from the Charch as from your own fouls.
You long for the candle of the Lord to fhine
upon your tabernacle, as in months paft. You
long, at times, and vou pray to {ce his Power
and Glorv, as you have feen him in the fanétu-
ary. You feel alone in the midft of company,
and bereaved in the midfts of enjoyments.  But
did he, who has the refidue of the Spint, pour
his gracious influsnces in common upon the
Churches, you would have company : Many
joning hand in hand, and inquiring the way to
7Zion, with their taces thitherward, weeping as
they go, would be comfortable and helpful
companions to you in your wildernels patlage.
Ycu might expect that your own fouls woula
then be quickened 1ito hfe, joy, and enlarged
defires for Chrift. And fome of you who are
on the confines of ctcrmity, having {cen the fal-
vation of the Lord, would depart in peace,
comforted with the profpet of his {pecial fa-
vours as well to the Church as to your dear rela-
tives who remain behind you in the world.
Thefe are favours the Lord grants in anfwer
to praver. Gracelefs finners cannot pray right,
and many of them will not attemp: the duty.
‘This mean of reformation, therefore, in a pe-
culiar manner devolveth upon you. Awake,
then, to your duaty ;—Shake off your drowfi-
nefs! Seck him no longer by night upon your
bed ! Plead not the excufe which 1s your crime:
“ I have put offt my coat; how fhall I put it

'(c On S‘n
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“ontl have wathed my feet ; how fhall I defile

{ t'em{” Watch, and faft, and wreftle in prayer.

3

i

Unite in praying focieties—enquire for him,
and {peak of him one to another: then the
I.ord will hearken, and hear: a book of re-

. membrance fhall be written before him for them,

t

that fear him, and that think upon his name,
Relax not your endeavours thro’ dilcouragement,
nor grow weary in duty—Think not that de-

~ lays are demials. God may delay tll the pro-

pereft time to give, when your  faith and pati-

. ence fhall be fully tried, when it will be the more

s e —— L —

evident that the favour flows ot mere Grace,
and then it will be the more comfortable to your
fouls.  Therefore, ‘though the vifion tarry,
«“ Wait for it; for 1t will furely fpeak at the
appointed time, it will not tarry.”s Seek him
until ye be enabled to fay, ¢ I found him whom
* my foul loveth : I held him, and would not
« let him go, until I had brought him into my
« mother’s houfe, and into the chamber of her
“ that conceived me.”s Finally, all « Ye that
“ make mention of the Lord, keep not filence;
“ and give him no reft, until he eftablith, and
« make Jerufalem a praife in the earth.”c |
Thus, brethren, we have pointed out to you
fome fymptoms of our difeafe, and the caufes
of it, with fome means for recovering our health,
and motives to excite to the due ufe of them for
that end. ~And we entreat your careful attend-
ance to the whole, Do not give this addrefs

only
alish. 2. 3. bCant. 3. 4. ¢ 1fa. 62. 6, 7.
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only a flight reading, and throw it afide, as

people too commonly do, when a new bock
falls into their hands. Read it often, ponder

it ferioufly, weigh every particular throughly,

with the reafons upon which the fentiments are
founded. Try to have your hearts fully im-
prefled with a fenfe of our danger, and fully
refolved to give no fleep to your eyes, nor flum-
ber to your eye-lids, till God vouchfafe to us
the fpecial tokens of his prefence, and pour

from on high a fthower of his divine influences

upon us. Without this our cafe will foon be-
come deplorable. Alarming, however, as it is,
it 1s not defperate. The Lord’s hand is not
fhortened, that it cannot fave; nor his ear hea-
vy, that it cannot hear. The refidue of the
Spirit 1s with him, and he waiteth to be Graci-
ous: Let us therefore make our humble fuit to
him, and continually wait upon him, until he
be pleafed to return, and leave a blefling be-
hind him. Which may God grant for the fake
of our Lord Jefus Chrift, Amen.

F I N I &
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