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DECLARATION

Of the Presbyteries of New-Branfs
wick and New-Caftle, judicially
met together at  Philadelphia,

My 26, 1743,

Ecing the Circumftances in which it has
p!ca.cd the Sovereign God in his adora-
bic Providence ro puc us, are fomerhing
fingular, we think it may be pro ct
and ufctul to give this Publick brief

count of them, and o% our Munner of coudu&-
inxoufelves in them, A confiderable Number
of us have been formerly in a State of Union
with the P e;b;trmm Synod in thefe Purts, and
i Pofleflion ot the erncs and Priviieges of
Membars ot i, uncil we were utljumy and
Licgally excinded Tune 1. 7o 1741 by a Num-
ber of the Members which were that Year con-
ven'.. Oar Exclufion was withour any juft
ﬁlt?iu'cn' Ground : flm.\ our former B'rchrcn
W0 cjectid as,z vni!v mificprefenting us in what
they off~i'd is e Reafons of 1t 5 and the Me-
thod i waizh i was done, was moft arhxcmry
ard Llegal, widour entring any reeviar fair
Pr. ;\uu\;mﬁ us, by 'abmw Caarges fpgmfymg
the par icular Pertons the Lnargcc were laid a-
gai::tf, oft-1ins oot of the Allegacions, and
giving he accu‘td the natural Riche and Li-

be: y "ot Makiud of f anfwering for themflves,
A and
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and then committing the Cafe to the deliberate
gingmcm of the Synod, exclufive of the two

arties accpfers and accufed.  The very light of
Nature will readily dictate to any. thinking Per-
fon that this ought to have been the Method of
Procceding :.But inftead of this, while the Synod
Lad another Athair on the Board undetermined,

a Paper which had been drawn up and agreed to |

by fome of the Members in private Concert a-
mong themfclves, was abrabtly brought in and
read peremprorily, Prozefting againtt our con-
tinuing as Members of the Synod, which being

read was immediately fign’d without more a-do,.

by the greater part of the Members then pre-
fent, excepiing thofe that were Protefted agaiuft,
fo that we were Judged, Condemned and Caft
Ouat without any Trial or offer of Trial; nay
after it had been defired by fome of us more
than once, that the fuppofed Marters of Difte-
rence fhould be debated and try’d ; and thofe
who ejected us were both Judge and Party.
The whole Pioccedure was contrary to all the
Rules of Proceeding in any of our Judicatures
of the Presbyterian Church, in fo much that we
¢annot believe it can be fo much as properly
called a Synodical Aét, tho’ done by a giumbcr
of the Synod, for the Cafe was not properly
tsy'd and judged by the Synod in a Synodical
Manner, and we much Queftion if a parallel
Inftance can be thown in all the Circumftances
of it in any Judicature in a civilized Nation.

When we were met together the next Day af-

ter our Exclufion, Fume 2. 1741. we declared

and eniered upon Record, that our Exclufion
by the aforefaid Proce ftation was moft unjuft and
finful, and that it was our hounden. Duty 10 en-
deavour to fullfil the Weork and Charge com-

. p— N ———— TR . P 4

mitted to us by the Loid Jesus CurisT |
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as Minifters and Rulers in his Houfe, by carry-
ing on the Government which he has appointed
in his Church, and, to that Purpofe, after hav-
ing adjufted the Members of our two Presby-
teries refpectively, we appoinied them both o
meet at Philadelpbia on the fecond /Fednefiay of
the next enfuing Auguft as our:higheft Juaica-
rure, to proceed 1n the manner and capacity of a
Synod. Accordingl]y we met the next _suzufl,
and during our:Seifion at that tine, agreed and
concluaci at 'the next enfuing Seilion of the
Synod, to claim our Right and Piivi ege asMem-
bers, and enter a Complaint againtt the Pro-
teftors, and defire the Cafe to be try’d berween
us and them by the Synod, when it was likel

the Members would be more generally mer than
they were at the Prccccding Ceilion, when we
were excluded, withal declaring 1t to be our
Dury o the mean time, to tranfact in the Go-
vernment and Diftipline of Cu R 15 175 Houfe
1a the Manner we werc then doing. -

Accordingly we eatered cur Claim ana-Com-
plaint at the nex: meeting of the Svnod in A
1-23. But our Brethren who had Protefted a-
gainft us, were juftly fod:thdent of their Caufe,
that they refufed to fubmic their Proceeding
therein to an impartial T'rial ; they likewife re-
fafed to give any honourable Teftimony to the
WonRr k of Gon’'s Power and Grace which
he had fo remarkably carry’d on in many Parte
of the Land, ahd refus’d to condemn the Paf-
fages in the Prints publifhed on their Side which
refle@ difhonour and reproach upon it. Al
which occafion’d thatProteftation of {cveral of the
Members which was foon atter Publifhed, and
which for the tuller Information of ail we
think very proper to infert here, it is as fol-
lows.

A
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A PROTESTATION

Prefented to the Sy Nor of Fliladelplia,
Aay 29. 1742
To the Reverend Sy Nop new fiting at Phi-
ladelphia.

WE the Subfcribers, in our own, and 1n
the Name of all that fhall fee meet to

join with us, look upon ourfelves ublig-
e¢d, in the moft pubiick Manner, to deciare
our Opintons, with refpect to the Divilion
made 1n our Synod the laft Year, bya [Pro-

teft that was deiivered in by feveral of our
Members.

Firf. We declare agaicft the Excluding the-
Presbytery of New-Brawuick, and their Ad-
herents, trom the Communion of the Syuod,
by a Proteft withour giving them a picvious
Trial, as an illepal and unprecedented Pro-
cedure, contrary to the Rules of the Gofpel, and

fubverfive of our excellent Confticution.

Secondly. WE declare and Proeft againft
the Condu&@ of our Brethren, the laft Years
Proteftors, in refufing to have the Legallicy
of their faid Proteft tried by the prefent Synod.

Thirdly, WE therefore declare and Proteft,
that thote Members of the New-Brunjwick Pres-
bytery, and their Adherents, that were e xclu-
ded by the laft Year's Proteft, are to be own’d
and cfteem’d as Members of this Synod till
they are excluded by a regular and impartial
Procefs 8‘.'\3%‘1& them, accordiug to the Me-
t__hods preferibed in facred Scriprure, and prac-
tifed by the Churches of the Presbytevian Perg-
fugﬁon. Fouithly,
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Founply, WE pr01cﬂsvguiﬁﬁ all thofe Pafia-
ges in any of the Pampale:s which have been
publith’a in hefe Parss, waith feem to reflect
upon the Work of Divine Power and Grace
which has been carrying on in fo wonderful
a manner in many of our Congregarions ; and
declare 1o ali the World, that we look upun
i: to be the inaifyenfible Duty of all our Mi-
nifters to encourage that glorious Work with
their moft fai.htul and diiigent Endeavours.
Aud wein like Mauner proteft and declare
againit all divifive and iricgular Methods and
Practices by which the Peace and good Order
of our Churches have been broken in upon.

THIS is what our Duty to GOD, and Re-
gard to the Peace and Profpericy of his Church
obiiges us to proteft and declare ; And we de-
fuec i: may be recorded in the Minutes of
the Synod, In perpetuam vei memerian:.

Gonath.in Dickinfon, !
Lbenezer Periberton,

Danie Elmors, ,
Silas Leonard, Minifters.
Goln Pierfom, -
Simen  FEorton,

Azariab  Horton.

Nathaniel Hazard,
Timn.thy I Litehead, } Elders.
David ¥ ?;nbud.

With this Proteftation of thefe our Reve-
rend and other Brethren we heartily agree,
and according to it do ftill lock upon onrfelves to
be rightful Members of the Synod. *Tis likel
thofe that protefted againft us may agree wit
us to the latter Claufe of this {’rotcﬂation,
“ againft all divifive andirregular Methods and

¢ Pradices
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o Prafices, by which the Peace and good
¢ Order of our Churches have been broken
« ih upon, the” with a very different Agp-
plication. But it is clear to us that thetr Methods
apd Praltices of Oppofition to the Work of
Gody and te the proper Methods of promoting
sid carrylng i on, have been the Principle
grue and real Quufes of the Breach of the Peace
#nd good erder of our Churclxs.

Thus #ued the Procredingsin the Synod
tbout our Affiir at that Time, after which
our Presbyteries, according to their Appoint-
Wieat the Muguft before, judicially mer toge-
ther to proceed on in cur own proper Sufinefs,
#nd at that Sefion we entred on Record,
<hit haviagaceerding to our former Agreement,
‘entéred oir chaim ‘of Right to memberthip in
't}t'isyi‘r{‘ii, and a Complaint of the illegallity of
our Exclufton, thofe who had excluded us
n fuch an illegal unjufifiable Manner, refufed
to have the legallity of their Proceeding therein
tried by the Synod, on Account of which we
cou’d not as yer obrain the Pofleflion of our
juft ‘Ritvilege, and that fo it was ftill incom-
bent upon ug, in order'to difcharge the Duries
of our Ofhde, to cotirinne to mee: alrogether
‘rom Time to Time, ih a flated Manner, in
+he fame Capacity as before, fince our Ex-
clufion. And after having done all our Bu-
unefs, which occnr’d -at ‘that Time, we ad-
~urn'd our meeting te the g4th Tharfday of
ey, e 1743 "chording to ‘which Ap-
Tolnimént we  are now mel.

‘And now from what has been faid it prer-
¥y clearly "appears, ‘'what ate our truc and real
¢Ireumftances, and what is our Conduét and
Mamer ¢t Proceeding in them particularly,

31ft. Thefe
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1. Thofe of us who were ceciinea trom the
Synod m thie tore-meniton’d Manter (tor one
of cur Members, the, ixtore tha Lxclation, a
Member of the Prodhorcry of New Brunfuwick,
vel was not received by the Syrod asa Member,
on account of their Ak concerning (e Previous
Trial of Candidaies by the Svrad, ::d feveral
of our Members have been Ordarn'd fince faid
Exclufion) we fayv thofe of us wiw werc 2xclud-
ed in the fore-mention’d Manner, nozwihftand-
g faid Excinfion, are flill true and rightful
Members ot the Yvnod, unrizineonfly depriv'd
of and debar’d trom our juft Privilsge. And ro
this fame Purpolc thoft our irethren who pre-
fented the above Proteftation Aoy 29. 174e.
do Declare and Proteft, that cve are t2 beown’d
andeflesn’'d as Members of the Synod, Ll we are
excluded by a regular ond urpartial Frocefs.  Which
kind of Procefs, thro’ rich Grace, we do not
fear. And we moreover look upon ourfelves
as all having 2 jult and fair Right to Member-
fhip in the Sypod. The other Sur which the
ovnod la ia tie Way of foine of us, by their
Act concerning Candidates for the Minifiry, be-
ing contrary to the form of Government which
CH R 15 1 apjointed in his Churcir, contrary
to the true Creshyterian Conilt-uiton, and fo
void and null by ihe Divine Law, ought as
fuch to be laid afide by the Syroc.

And 24 While our Circumftazncrs continue as
they are, it is our bounden indifpentibic Dury,
as Minitlers of the Gofpel, av Siewaras and
Rulers in the Houfc of God, 1o rrunliét among
ourfelves in the Governmen: wanich Cunis T
has appo:nted 11 his Church, for tha: Puiz of it
which is or may be under our Charge. accord-
ing tothe Rules and Conflicution of Presiyteriap
Goveinent.

And
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And here we thitk it proper for the Satisfaction
of all, concerning uy, and as a due Teftimony
to the Thuths of God, 1o declure and tettily to
the World our Prindiples ard Sentinerts in
Religior, aceording o which we defign, thio’
divine Grace, cver 0 cencuct ourlfelves, beth
as Chuiftians and w» Mitifiers, and ruling Elacrs.

And Firft as to thcDeétiires of Chriftian Reli-
gion, we believe with cur Hearts and profefs
and maintain with our Lips, the Dectrines
furm’'d up and contuin’d in the Gonfefin of Taith
and L avper and fionter Cigedd fnis, <onipos’d by the
Revererd Aficmbly of Iivines at B eftn.infler, as
the Tiruths of God reveal’d and cortair’an the
Holy Scriprures of the ()id and New Teftaments,
and do reccive, acknowledge ard declare the
faid Cerfeffion of Faith and Cateclifins, 10 be the
Contefiion of our Faith ; yet fo as that e part
of the 23d Chap. of fuid Confeflion, thall be
fo conftrufted as to allow civil Magiftrates,
as fuch, to haveany Ecclefaftical Auchority in
Synods or Church Juaicatures, muci lefs the
Powerof a negative Voice over them in their
Ecclefiaftical T'ranfictions, nor isany part of it
to be undeiflocd as oppofie to the memorable
Revolution, and te Scitlement of the Crown
of the three Kingdoms in the illuftrious Houfe

ot [lazover. .

Sezoncly, Concernine  Church-Government,
comprehenfive ot Difcipline, we believe and
Fosintain as follows.

1ff. That the Lord Jrsus CurisT . as
Meatator by the Fathers Conttitution and  ap-
Antment, 1s the alone King, BHead and Law-
giver of his Church, which is his peculiar, {pi-
ricual and free Kingdom, fo as none have Au-
thority
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thority and Right to giv: Laws and Ordinances
to his Ch irch, as fuch, but himfelf only.

adly. Thar the Lord JEsus Curist as
& Sonover his own Houfe, and King upon his
Holy Hill of Zion, hus for the Good and Edifi- -
cation of this his fpiritual Kingdom, appointed
Laws and Ordinances and a {piritual Govern-
ment to be obferved and exccured in the fame.

adly, Tha: he has appointed and authorized
par.cular Othcers in his Church for the Ads
miniftration and Execution of the Government
which he has eftablith’d in 17, and thkat their
Authority is not lordly and legiflacive byt Mini-
fterial and Executive only. ~

&stly That the particular Officers which he has
auihorized for the Adminiftration of this Go-
vernment, are tie Minifters ot his Gefpel, and
otherReprefentaiives of their refpeétiveChurches
or Congregailons, Chofen by the People for that
Purpofe and folemnly fe: a part to that Charge, »
and likewife che Oihice of a Bcacon is appointed
in the Church, according to our Directory.

stily, That there Is a perfe@d equalicy of H
Power and Authority in all the Minifters of the
Gofpel, none having of right from Chrilt any
gccuixar Powers or Prerogatives beyond or a-

ove others.

€thly. That nome of the fore-mention'd OR-
cers are to exercife any Actsof Church-Govern-
ment fingly by themfeives alone, but in a con-
Jyinét collegiace Manner, by muwal Concert
together,

;thly. "That the proper Church- Judicatures
wheretn thefe Oficers are to cxecrcife their

Othce
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Office and Authority of Government, are firft
Congregational Seihons, confifting of the Paf-
tors of the Congregations and other ruling

I"

ve 1en

o o
/ Elders chafen by the Peopleand feca Part as
/3.6 - “aforefaid . Next Preshyierics, conifting of the
y Paftors of feveral neighbouring Congregacions,

<« e and other Elders fent from their - refpective
S Church-Seflions, and o:her Gofpel Minitters in
' 27707 the bounds, it fuch there be, wuo are join'd
/> -/ as Members, tho’ they be not fixed Paftors of
04wy y particular Congregations : Then Synods
e, Aqnfifting of feveral Presbyteries. Again, i\’a:i-
anal Affemblies, confifting of all the Synods
in a Nacion or Delegates and Commiﬁl):mcrs
from their feveral Presbyteries ; and after that it
-peedful, hizher Aflemblies of Delagates from
feveral national Churches, and laft of all if
fuch a Thing were pradtical and neceflary a
General Oeccumenical Councd  confifting ot
Commiflioners from all the true Na:iona!
"Churchies in the World. :

9, s 8 Thatthefe feveral forementioned Judi-
"% /it catures are not Co-ordinate wich, but fland in
| #%. ~ .a Line of Subordination toone another, from
1, + «, ~aCongregationalor ChurchSeflion, which is the
v et pwsig Joweft, to a General Council : One  Church
| Seffion is Co-ordinate with another Church Set-
fion, fo as that the one has no Superior Au-
thority over the other, to cull it iv Account,
and in like manner one Preslytery is Co-ordi-
nate with another Prestytery, and one Natio-
nal Synod or Affembly with another pational
Synod or Aflembly , but a Church Seflion is
b Subordinate and accountable to a Fresbytery and
, a Presbytery to a Synod, &c.

otrly,
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oth. That the feveral Church Judicatures i
a Country or Nation, have Right and Au-

. . thority from Chrift the King and Lord of the

Church, to meet and tranfal® their Ecclefiafti-
cal Aftuirs, without the Command of tempo-
ral Princes, or even tho' it fhould be without
their Concurrence, or againft their Wills, as
they did meet in the Apoftolick Age and for
fomec Ages after, when the Civil Powers wer
fer againft the Church.

Thefe are briefly the chief Heads, of our
Sentiments on this Subpé: In 2 Word, we
heartily agree with the Pian of Government,
Jaid down by the #efminfler Aflembly, in their
Dire&ory for Church Government, as that
which is appointed by Jefus Chrift, and con-
tain'd in his Word ; aud fo we difown and
reject as unfcriptural, all other forms and mow
dels of Church Government whatfoever.

Thirdly, Concerning Religious Worfhip, we
mantain, 1#. That God the Father, Son and
Holy Ghoft, three Perfons and one Eternal
God, is the alone Obpe& of all Relizious Wor-
fhip. 2d. That God is to be worthiped onl
m fuch Ordinances and Methods as himfe
has appointed in his Word and no: according
to the Inventions and Devices of Men, b{
whatfoever Authority recommended, or wit
whatfoever fhew of humility, dewncy, or
picty ; and we heartily approve of the Direc-
tions of the W’c[minw Affembly, in their Di-
reGory for publick Worthip, as agreeable to
God's Word, and recommending all the or-
dinances of Worthip which are ot divine
pointment under the New-Teftament, and t
ri_ht Manner of performing and attending up-

on them, only we wou'd mot be underitood
0
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tb mean as if every particular Direction and
Circumftance contain’d therein, were of recei-
fary Obligation upon us : As that for Inft:ncs,
we muft always begin public: Worthip firit

with Prayer, much lefs that we can now pray

for the fume affliCtec Queen of Folemiu there-

in mention'd, and fuch like circumfluntial

Things; which no underftanding  Perfon can
think to be of neceflary or of conftun: Obiiga-
tion.

We likewife agree to the Dire@ons of the
General Affembly of the Church of lcailisd,
in their Dire&ory for Family Woifhip, cx-

cepiing that we feenot why Perfons of Qua-

lity fhould on that Account be exempred, from
Performing the Worthip of God themiclves 1n
their own Families more than ochers. And
the meetings of Perfuns of divers umilics,
therein difapprov’dy are not to be underfiood
of fuch private Sociecies as may meet faied-
ly at proper Times, for Reading, Prayer
and mumaFt edifing Conferences, which Socie-
ties may be fo regulated as to promote mutu-
al Love and Edification, and the greaier Ad-
vantage of publick Ordinances. B
This is a fummary Account of our Faith and
Principles, and agiceable to the fame we De-
fire and Defigr, thio' divine Grace, ever to
Condué@ ourfeives, that we may be fuithtul ay
Servants in all God's Houfe, and whiie we
remain a diftiu® and feparaic Body thus un-
jutly deprived of our rivhitul Privilege : We
defign as foon as Convenienily we can, to e-

. re& ourfelves into more Prasbyserses, and that all

our Presbyteries fhall meet roucuiier fla.cdly eve-

ry . Year asour higheft Judicature under the

Name of the Conjun@ meeting of the Presby-

deries, and that the Time of meeting, till wefee
cawic




Caufe toalter, it fhall be always on the fourth
Widnefday of /Ma] .

Moreover we think it proper to give this ,

ublick Information, that the Gentlemen who *

grotcﬁcd againft us de ftill cre to their
roteftation, which occafion’dfthe Reverend
Mr. Yomatian Dickinfon, Mr. Gobn Pierfon, Mr.
Ebenezer Pemberton, and Mr. darom Burr, pab-
lickly to declare to them, that theycou’d not
meet and fit with them as the Synod of Phi-
Iadeiphia, while fo many of the . Members
were kept out: We farth¥more do judge,
that in cafe the proteft werg withdrawn, yet
we cou’d not come into & ftate of fertled
conftant Communion with the Proteftors un-

til forne wcight{ Charges we have aga.inﬂ ,
ar

* them, were regularly tricdfand we received
. competent Satisfaction concérning them, efpeci-
ally concerning their Oppofition to and Re-
flections upon the Work 6f Gods Grace and
Succefs .of the Gofpe! inthe Land.

Now may the Lord comfortably heal all our
ﬁiviﬁons, eftablith Truth, Holinefs and Peace,
fend his Gofpel in Purity with great Power
over the Nations, and bring abour the Refti-
tution of all Things, which he has fpoken by
the Mouth of all his holy Prthctn, fince the
World began, and make way for his Glori-
ous appearing to Judgment and the Trium-

hant State of his whole Church, even fo come
ord Jefus come quickly. .dnes,

.o’,






