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Report by the Treasurer of Drecbytery, on the state of the
cellections agreed to be vatsed annually, by the several congre-
gations under the care of the Presbytery of New Brunswick ;
with a view of the arrcars apportioncd to each congregation,
and how far paid.
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+*« The annual proportions for the threc years named, are entered ac-
cording to those ¢pecified in the printed rules. 1t may be that, betoie
those apportionments were received by the churches, the aanual sum to
be raiced in some of them was not so large ; ia that case, thewr arreurs
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The following table exhibits the names of the Churches, under tre
care of the Prefbytery of New Brunfwigk ; with the names of their
Pafters. And, as far as returns have been received, - the whole number
of Communicants in each Church—the number of Communicants ad-
mitted, and of perfons baptized in the preceding year.

*o* Black lines denote tuat returns have not been received.
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Tue PRESBYTERY or NEW BRUNS.
WICK, To THE CHURCHES UNDER 1HEIR
care : Grace unto you, and peace be mul-
tiplied.

VErY DeEArR BreTuREN,

IN the preceding table, we
have placed before you, some of the outlines
of the present state of the particular church-
es, over which we endeavour to exercise an
affeCtionate and faithful care.

There you have in one view, so far as
returns have been made, the number of per-
sons baptized, and of those received to the
communion of the Lord’s Supper, in the year
past ; with the whole number of communi-
cants in each church. Also, the sums paid
on the annual collcltion, for purposes re-
commended by the general assembly and by
this presbytery.

We have also the satisfaClion of saying,
that in addition to the annual colle&tion, there
has, in the year past, been a special and very
generous contribution by those churches,
and by others under the care of the gencral
assembly,* for the pious and bencvolent
purpose of extending the knowledge of our
Lord and Saviour, and of the way of salva-
tion through him, to those now sitting in
darkness, and who are recady to perish for
iack of knowledge.

* In the bounds of this Presbytery there has been sobzenib d
2512 Dellare 71 Ctse the most of which is paid.
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This view of the flourishing situation of
some of those churches, and of the prevail-
in;z benevolent disposition among them, and
others, to promote the salvation of mankind,
and to extend the borders ot the Kedeemer’s
kingdom, must aftord much satistaction to
you brethren, and to all those, who in sincer-
ity, love our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,

As to ourselves, we render praise and
thanksgiving unto God, thatin this dark day,
this dav, in which the enemics of Christap-
pear to be making a vigorous, united, and
general effort, 1o overturn cvery gospel in-
stitution, yea, cven to obliterate the gospel
itsclf, and anihilate Christianity : we say,
that in this dark day, we render praise and
ihanksgiving unto God, that he hath not for.
saken you----hath not given you up to strong
delusion to believe a lie, nor taken his holy
spirit away ; but hath, in some places, shed
down lhis influences in a plentiful mannecr,
and made a preached gospel mighty for con-
vincing and converting sinners, and pulling
down the strong holds of satan.

And brethren, we rejoice to hear that in
oencral, there 1s a serioas and solemn atten-
tion to the ordinances of the gospel among
vou, and a commendable adherence to the
wath as it 1s in Jesus.

Yet, notwithstanding these commendable
things, vou will not suppose that you have
alrcady  attained, or that you are alrcady
periect. Your own consciences will tell you
of many things, which nced amendment
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ard reformation. And the word of God,
that discerner of the thoughts, and inwnts
of the heart, which is quick and powertul,
and sharper than any two edged sword,
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul
and spirit, which strips off false disguiscs
and lays open-the inward man ; this word
of God will show you imperfections and sins
enough, not only to awaken and humble, but
even to alarm you. But above all, Jesus
Christ the great head of the church hath Lis
eyes, which are as a flame of fire, fixed up-
on you, and perfe@ly knoweth your werks.
And were he to represent your present state,
as he once did, the then state of the seven
churches of Asia ; might you not cxpc& o
hear him say, to some, that they had lost their
first love, and left their first works----zo cthers,
thatthey had edured and countenanced thosc,
who ncgle@ed his ordinances, violated his
commandments, and were erroneous in doc-
trine---to many, that they were lukewarm, and
either cold nor hot----and to cach oney ¢ 1
have not found thy works perfect before
¢ God ; remember therctore trom whence
¢ thou art fallen----how thou hast received
and heard, and hold fast, and repent : for,
behold I stand at the door and knock.”
Christ’s being at the door, awakening us
from our slumbers, and wait ng 1o be 8! raci-
ous ; his being in the midst of us, walking
among his golden candiesticks, inspecling
the state of his church, and Lis having o/

power in his hands, bong made head over

(99

114

179
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all things, to his church, should immoveably
fix our confidence in him, animate our zeal,
and unite every faculty of our souls in his
service. While hiseyes are upon us, how can
we be lukewarm ? and while 4e is for us,
who can be against us ? While Christianity
is in such hands, it will prevail ; and we
shall have no reason to doubt its final suc-
cess and triumph. If in some places, its
course should be opposed and obstruéled,
it will like the waters of a flood, iind out
new ones, until the whole earth be covered
with the knowledge of the Lord.

Yet, let it rest in your minds, that-the
church here is in a militant state ; and that
her enemies are subtil, numerous, and pow-
erful, who sometimes will, .Yike the roaring
lion, make an epen and bold attack ; at oth-
ers, will lie in wait to deceive, or, will assail
with all the delusive arts of the old serpent.
‘The church is, therefore, to exped special
geasons of trial and trouble. Yet, though she
may be in darkness for a time, the Day-
spring from on high will revisit her, and dis-
pel the gloom ; or, though like the sun, she
may suffer an eclipse for a short period, she
will again, like him, shine forth in glory.

'’he present seems to be such a special
season.

Brethren, we have said iz isa dark day, and
we repeat it, this is, in general, a dark day
to the church; though some parts of it en-
joy a degree of light and prosperity. Yer-
haps there never was a more extensive Cenis
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bination formed against Christianity, thas
exists at this day ; nor enemies more artful
and persevering, and seldom, if ever, more
zealous and attive, than many of those en-
gaged therein.

As watchmen on the walls of Zion, we
give you this warning.

The things under the sixth vial, foretold
in the Revelations, seem to be now taking
place ; namely, the coming of ¢ Unclean
‘¢ spirits like frogs, out of the mouth of
¢“ the dragon, and out of the mouth of
“ the beast, and out of the mouth of the
“ false prophet : for they are the spirits of de-
“ vils.” 'They are probably called, spirits of
devils, on account of their malignant opposi-
tionto God, andall good. “'I'hese,” itissaid,
“ go forth, wunto the kings of the earth,
“ and of the whole world, 1o gather them to
“ the battle of that great day of God al-
“ mighty.” ‘This passage leads us to expeét
a very extensive, and inveterate combination
against God ; that is, against his cause and
interest, his kingdom and people in this
world.

Such a combination, accompanicd with all
the malignancy of spirit foretold in prophe-
cy, seems actually to have taken place*.

‘This combination, begun by Voltaire, Fre.
derick, D. Lambert, and Diderot, has been
carried on with a zcal and perseverance, al-

* Sce Robertson’s Evidences of a Consnliacvea\ad toe Abbe
Bairuel's History of Jacebinisnn, velo v,

B
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most surpassing belief ; and, inits progress,
has extended its bounds, and swelled the
numbers of its votarics, to the astonishment
of every pious beholder ! Now, like an or-
ganized and extensive army, supporting its
different parts, and directing its united force
to the accomplishment ot its obje&, it pre-
sents to us, a menacing and formidable coun-
tenance.

But here you will not forget, that the com-
bination, the army of infidels, and enemies
to God, spoken ot in the revelations, were
to be gathered together in a place called
Armageddon,* that 1s, a place of slaughter ;
whence we may conclude, that they will cer-
tainly be destroyed.  Which destruélion, the
spirit of prophecy leads us to hope, will be
completed under the succecding, or seventh
vial. In which period, we also hope, oppo-
sition to God will cease, and the peacetul
and bhappy time commence, in which, there
shall be none to hurt the people of our God,
nor to disturb in his kingdom below.

As awful convulsions and distress of na-
tions, preceded the coming of Christ in the
flesh, and the gospel dispensation ; so they,
probably, will precede the more glorious,
and peaccful days of the gospel.

These days of evil theretore, ought not
to shake cur faith as to gospel promises or
prophecies ; nor make us despond for a mo-
ment, as to the happy issuc of the cause of

»

A place, 4ot trom Jorusalen, wlhiach, on accouat ol

the multitudes slain e, was prover: Oral as mll.‘\CL of Slau, e
1T
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God. He can, and often does, overrule the
wrath of his enemies, so as to promote his
own gracious purposcs, and accomplish
their own complete ruin.

Yet this conhdence in God, should not
make us less watchful over his, and our ene-
mies ; nor less zealous in counteracting their
hidden wiles, ner, in repelling their open at-
tacks. Itis our duty, to contend for the
faith once deiivered to the saints, and to
hold fast that blessed gosrel, which atfords
our greatest consoiation iu life, and our best,
and surest hope in death.

It is this blessed gospel, with all its ordi-
nances, its promises, and prospects, which
is the object of the most inveterate hatred,
and against which, the infidels of the pre-
sent day, dire¢t their combined force. Itis
not any particular denomination of Chris-
tians which is aimed at ; but the whole sys-
tem of Christianity, and with it the whole sys-
tem of morals are, it possible, to be over-
turned.  Many go even further, and with the
foolin the scriptures, say ¢ There is no God.
They rise up against the throne of the Zve: -
nal, and would crumble it to the dust.  They
would banish from man, all sense of a De-
ity----all apprehiension of futurity----all check
of conscicnee----and consequently, all dread
of accountableness. 'T'ake these from man,
and what remains in him, on which we can
rest with comfort, or confidlence ! Take these

R 'I nitl, L bie -t one G on 'nm.un umluxly, N); Ly
a preat welority onthe Connne m (L H.Uk) my be justly con-

.;i, lLLl) B \.!u B T‘ 1oet '.“':\":l A \.tl"’ls 1]’ l)qu\f ()t“l
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from man, and he would soon be fitted for ra-
pine, for murders, and, for every evil work.

How absurd and monstrous ! that by such
nieans, any should talk of regenerating the
world, and making mankind happy !

'I'he awful system of infidelity and impie-
ty, which, in Europe, has acquired such as-
cendency and strength, and which seems to
meditate the subjection of the world, will
not leave you unassailed. No, the apostles
of infidelity are to be expelted amongst us----
vilifying the holy scriptures, as vain and in-
consistent fables----reproaching your com-
mendable adherence to their sacred truths,
as bigorry----and branding vour love to God,
and zeal for his glory, with the namcs of
Jfolly and funaticism. You are to expect, their
publications will appear under dclusive ti-
tles, that names* may beguile you. Alrea-
dy, we have those impious, and blasphemous
productions, falsely stiled, 7he Age of reason,
and, The Temple of redsony with many others.
Some have only a sprinkling of infidelity,
as if designed to furm the taste, or, to lead
insensibly into error.

It is to be feared that, this country, like
that of Lurope, will be inundated with pub-
lications of these kinds, which, like the
flood cast out of the mouth of the dragon,
will be designed to carry away the Christian
church.

* In Furope, the leading wfidels, have assamed the pawe ot
-

Polosorlers, and vnder ehat disguise, eficeted more in a shore
tine, than they could bnve donz in a lovg period, had they come

forvward, undisguised £ ls,
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. 'This system of infidelity, which attempts
to despoil mankind of their best rule for
lite, their swectest balm in adversity, and
most joyful hope in futurity, affords no sub-
stitutc, but what is either low, unprofitable,
or ruinous. Itis a system, destructive of
sublime virtues, and favorable to great
crimes ; it corrupts the moral taste, and
promotcs the reign of violence, scnsuality,
and in general ot all the evil passions.

No marvel, then, that its votaries should
shrink from the idea ot futurity, of account-
ablencs, and of final judgment ; and, as their
only refuge from the wrath to come, lay hold
on the hope that * Death is an cternal sleep.”
Unhappy men ! is it here, you rest ? in the
gloomy hope, that a short life of folly
and vice, will end in the utter extinftion of
your beings ? And is this gloomy hope, this
cold comfort, more dark and cold than the
grave, oifered as a substitute, for all the
blessings ot the gospel ?

Dear brethren, tarn an eye of pity towards
these unhappy fellow men who reject a Sa-
viour, and so great a salvation ; and pray
for them as J¢ once did tor his murderers,
‘“ Tather forgive thcem, for they know not
“ what they do.”  "LThey know not that, they
cast from them the pcarl that euricheth, and
turn away from the sun that enlighteneth---
they know not that it is cternal life which
they refuse, and, eternal death, which they
praclically choose.  But especially, take
good heed w0 yourselveey that ye do not lose
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your love and respect for the gospel; nor
depart from its precepts and ordinances.
Above ally be solemnly caretul that you du-
ly cstimate the valuc of the gift of God’s
own Son, a gitt, which leads all other gifis
after it : for, *“ He that spared not his own
“ Son, but .deiivered him up for us all, how
‘““ shall he not with him also treely give us
¢ all things 7

As we have ever lived under a dispensa-
tion of grace, we are in the habit of viewing
ourselves and fellow men, only in this tavour-
ed situation ; and, trom the commonness of the
vicw arc in danger of losing a sense of the great-
ness of the blessing.  But, could the wish of
infidels, to exclude the idea of a Saviour, the
Sun of righteousness trom our world, be re-
alized, how dark and dreadtul a prospedl,
would rise before us ! all spiritval light and
life would cease, and every comfort----cven
hope itself would die, and the world of
mankind be abandoned to eternal death!
What soul doth not shudder at the thought!
Were our natural sun to be put out, or re-
moved trom the system, and leave all objccts
here, as frozen statues, wrapped in eternal
night, the prospeél would not be equally
dreadful.

You are then assurcdly to expect, that a
gencral rejetion ot Christ and his gospel,
corruption of morals, and reign of vices,
will be followed, with as general, temporal
and eternal ruin ! Should the gospel leave
us, carthly blessings will take wing after.
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If men combine and risc up against Heaven,
the vengeance of Heaven will come down
upon men. Hence the moral and pro-
curing cause, of the unusual judgments
which are abroad, 1s obvious. DMen, in
the boldness of their impiety, have com.-
bined against Heaven, and gathered them.
selves together against God: and he, in
righteous displeasure, hath risen up----his
hand hath taken hold on vengeance, and
shaketh terribly the nations. And, our on-
ly refuge, while the indignation passeth, is,
in this oftended, yct mercitul God, whe, in
giving warning to his church, hath proclaim-
cd, ¢ Come out of her my people, that ye
‘“ be not partakers of her sins, and that ye
“ receive not of her plagues.  Tor her sins
« have reached unto heaven, and God hath
“ remembered her iniquities.”

Hitherto, in general, we have as a nation,
together with our wise and pious rulers, re-
vered God and his gospcl.  But, should the
contrary take place, and we be carried away
with the corruptions in principle and prac-
tice, so triumphant in the world, and join
with the enemies of God, we must then also
rceeive of their plagues.

Very dear brethren, with fervor of soul,
look up 1o Gad for his divine preseace and
blessing, that we may avoid this, so great an
evil 3 and that peace and prosperity, pure
morals and vital picty may abound ; and
thiat infidelity, wutl: vice ity guilty cifspriog
may, as asiamed, Lade their heads.
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And now, may the God of all grace have
you in his holy keeping, strengthen and
establish you in this hour of temptation,
which is come to try them that dwell upon
the carth !----Christ seems now to be standing
with his fan in his hand, thoroughly purging
his floor. Take heed, therefore, that you
be not carried away as the chaff---nor, ¢ like
¢ children, be tossed to and froe, and carried
‘ about with every wind of doétrine, by the
“ slight of men, and cunning craftiness,
‘“ whereby they lie in wait to deceive. Stand
“ fast in the faith, quit you like men, be
“ strong.” Hold that fast which you have,
let no man take your crown. ¢ But grow
“in grace, and in the knowledge of our
“ Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  To him
“ be glory, both now and for ever. Amen.”

Signed by order of Presbytery.
JOSEPH RUE, Moderator.
- EBENEZER GRANT, Clerk.
Pennington, September 16, 1801,





