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b “ HEREAS, in order that the state

of the church, and its interests and duties as

a constituted society, may be as fully known
and attended to as possible ; that consistency
and harmony may be preserved in all the

_proceedings of the church and its judicato-

ries, and that due efficiency may be given to
every measure that shall be undertaken for
the general good of the church; it is requi-
site, that a regular-system of rules be adopt-
ed, embracing, not only such objefts as are
special to a judicatory, but such also, as it
is their duty to make known and re¢ommend

to the observation of the particular churches

under their care.

Therefore, to attain the above desirable
and necessary ends, the presbytery of New
Brunswick, after mature deliberation, did,
and hereby do receive and establish for them-
selves, and for the churches under their care,
the following system of rules, viz:
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1. That the session of each congregation,
under the care of this presbytery, meet, at
least twice in each year, and attend to such
busiress as is assigned them by the constitu-
tion of this church : and that they keep a
faizhful record of their proceedings.

2. That the respellive sessions send up
their records to every spring meeting of the
presbytery, for inspection.

3. That the sessions also make a return,
annually, to presbytery, at their stated meet-
ings in the spring ; exhibiting the whole num-
ber in the communion of their respeétive
churches ; the changes that have taken place
in the preceding year, by admissions, re-
novals, or deaths ; and the number of adults
and infants that shall have been baptized.

4. That the corporation of each congrega-
tion (where the congregation is incorporated)
lay before the presbytery, at their stated
meetings in the spring, a statement of salary
accompt between the congregation and their
pastor, clearly exhibiting debt and credit, and
expressing the balance due, if .any, up to
that time. This to be attested by the presi-
dent, treasurer, or clerk of the board. Where
the congregation is not incorporated, that this
statement be made by the session, and pro-
perly attested.
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5. That every representative from the con-
gregations to the judicatories of the church,
be chosen for that purpose at a regular meet-
ing of the session.

6. 'That the statements of salary accompts
be regularly registered in a book to be kept
for that purpose, by a person appointed by
the presbytery, who shall make the register,
annually, and file and preserve the original
documents.

7. That each minister, annually, give a
verbal or written account of tht state of re-
ligion in his congregation, and of his attention
to parochial duties : also, that he answer
such questions as the presbytery shall put
to him on that subje& |

8. That the presbytery, as often as they
shall deem it useful, shall send to the church-
es under their care, a circular letter, containing,
or accompanied with an account of such of
their proceedings, as may be useful for the
churches to be made acquainted with, toge-
ther with such counsels, admoniticns and ex-
hortations, as their particular exigencies shall
require : that they, being particularly ac-
quainted with the state of the churches, may,
with the greater cordiality concur In any
measures for the general goced.
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9. That the circular letter, with such ex-
trals as may accompany it, shall be printed
by the presbytery ; and entered on the re-

cords, or preserved on the files of the differ-
ent sessions.

10. That it shall be the duty of each con-
gregation under the care of this presbytery,
~ whether supplied with a pastor, or vacant, to
make a colledtion, annually, to be applied for
promoting and carrying into effe@ such ob-
je&ts, as the general good of the churches
may require. And that these colleftions be
forwarded, by the respeive congregations,

to the stated meetings of the presbytery, in
the spring. ’ o

11. That the several sums forwarded, as
above, by the respellive congregations, shall
be distinétly cntered on the records of presby-

tery, as well as in the treasurer’s book of ac-
compts.

12. That it shall be considered the duty
of, and that this presbytery do hereby earnest.-
Iy recommend to all the vacant congregations
under their care, to mee. together every
Lord’s day, at onec or more places, for the
purposes of prayer and praise, and reading
the holy scriptares, tegether with the works
of such approved divines as they shall be a-
ble to procure : and that the elders be the
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persons who shall pray, and seleét the por-
tions of scripture and other books, to be read
by any person whom they shall appoint.

13. That each minister of this presbytery,
and licentiate, under its care, when they sup-
ply in the vacant congregations by :ppoint-
ment shall, if it can consistently be done, call
together the children and young persons of
the congregation, and examine them in their
knowledge of the catechism of our church ;
and incuﬁate upon parents the great value of
this mode of instrulion, and the necessity of
preparing their children for such examin-
ations.

And to secure a more punftual perform.
ance of this duty, each minister, ot licentiate,
in reperting his compliance with his appoint-
ment, shall report also, what attention he has
paid to this part of his duty; and what is the
state of chatechetical knowledge and instruc-
tion in those vacancies to which his report
may allude. |

14. That it shall be considered the duty of
the vacant congreeations under the care of
this presbytery that, whenever they make ap-
plication for supplies, they produce sufficient
testimony to presbytery, that they are not in
arrears for such supplies as they have alrea-
dy received. '
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15. That this presbytery, in cempliance
with the direftion of the. general assembly
and synod, will annually report to synod, the
number of their members, their licensed can-
didates, deaths, removals ; and also the num-
ber of vacant congregations .within their
bounds, distinguishing between those who
appear abie and desirous to support the gos-
pel, either in a single or united capacity ; and
those who are not able. And that they will
also send up, annually, duplicates of said re-
. ports to the general assembly, by their com-
~ missioners, properly attested.

15. That, as the interest of the church in
every view requires a punttual attendance on
its judicatories, provision be made, in the
annual colleftion, or otherwise, for a reason-
able allowance to ministers and elders, to de-
fray their expenses in attending the several
judicatories of the church. That commis-
sioners to the general assembly be allowed
for this purpose, each one dollar and an half
for every forty miles in going to, and return-
ing from the general assembly ; and one dollar
and an half for each day during their attend-
ance on the assembly, to be paid out of the
annual colle@ion. And that the session of
each congregation estimate for themselves,
the allowance to be made to their minister
and elder for attending the other judicatories,
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and pay them accordingly, from such funds as
they shall provide for that purpose.

17. That the treasurer of this presbytery
receive all tiic monies, annually colleted and
brought 1 forward to presbytery by the respec-
tive congregations under their care; and
make, in a book provided for that purpose, a
fair entry for each congregation, on distinct
pages, of the monies so collefted and brought
jorward, that the whole monies, received by
the presbytery from year to year from eacii
congregation, may be seen at one view. Al-
so, that said treasurer, on no account, pay
out any of the monies, colle€ted and brought
forward as above, but by 2 special order of
the presbytery. That he regularly enter, in
a part of the book, reserved for that purpose,
all the sums paid by order as above, and file
and preserve the orders, as his vouchers, in
zettling his accompts with the presbytery.

18. That at every stated meeting of the
presbytery, seme person be appointed to open
with a sermon the next stated presbytery.
That said sermon shall be written out, and,

after the delivery, laid upon the table for in-
spection ; and that it be subjeét to the public
criticisms and observations of presbytery.

19. That a committee of six persons be
B
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appointed at every stated meeting of the
presbytery In the spring, whose business it
shali be to examine before presbytery, every
candidate for licensure, on the languages, the
arts and sciences, theology, and ecclesiastical
history, during the period of their appoint-
ment.

20. That no minister or elder shall take
away copics of the supplies appointed to any
minister, or granted to any vacant church,
until they have been signed by the clerk.

21. That the clerk of the presbytery fairly
transcribe the minutes made at every meeting
of presbytery, before he deliver them at a
subsequent meeting, or to the stated clcr?,
and that he preserve a sufficient spacc be-
tween each line, so as to leave room for cor-
rections, if necessary.

'That, for the mutual edification and
comfort of the members of this presbytery,
they will spend at least one session at every
statecd meeting of the presbytery, in discuss-
ing in a free and friendly manner, some topic in
divinity or other subject, connetted with the
business of their profession ; that the subjecl
to be discussed, shall be appeinted at a pre-
vious meeting, and that every member shail
come prepared te give his sentiments on the
subie@, either in writing, or verbally ;----but
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that no decision on the subjecl, by vote or
otherwise, shall be called for, nor any record
made of the discussion.

23. That the stated clerk of this presbytery,
shall copy into a neat small bound book, all
those resolutions and orders of this presbyte-
ry, and of the higher judicatories of the
church which are of permanent obligation.
That it shall be his duty, constantly to insert
in said book, such resolutions and orders as
may be made from time to time ; keeping an
index, corresponding in time with said reso-
lutions and orders, as they arise ; and to bring
it, with the records, to every meeting of the
presbytcry. | |




R UL E S
RESFECTING THE RAISING THE ANNUAL €OL.

LECTION THROUGH GUR CHURCHES.

WITH a view to colle®t, and bring for-
ward to presbytery the arrearages that ap-
pear to be due from different congregations
belanging to our body; and generally, for
hereafter apportioning with equity, and col-
lefling with punétuality the contributions that
may be raised from them; in compliance with
the recommendations of the general assembly,
or other judicatories of the church ; presbyt.
cry, agreeably to the report of their commit-
tee on that subjed, resolved as follows, viz.

1. That it is of primary importance to
make known, annually, to our'respective con-
gregations, the views of the assembly and of
other judicatories of the church, for the pro-
motion of the interests of religion ; persuad-
ed, that the people need only be well inform-
ed of their duty, and of the charities that are
requisite to carry into effe€t the pious and
eztensive views of these bodies.

2. That for the attainment of this end, it
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shall be the duty, and it is hereby required
of each settled minister in his own congre-
gation, and of particalar members of pres-
bytery, in tulfilling their supplies 10 vacant
congregations, to explain these objeéls to thé
people ; and to adopt, with the eldership of
the respedtive churches, such prudent and
efhicient measures, as will secure the collec-
tion and transmission to the presbyterial trea-
surer, of such sums as shall be severally ap.
portioned to them.

3. That ministers when attending to this
business either in their own charges, or in
the vacancies, particularly inform the congre-
gations; that the apportionments have been
made in compliance with the request of the
elders of the churches in presbytery exprest;
and that they use proper means to obtain the
consent of the eldership of each church, and
particularly of each vacancy, to the ratio of
contribution herein after assigned to them.
And that the eldership of each church be,
and they are hereby requested, particu:
larly to charge themsclves with the business
of raising and bringing forward to presbyte-
ry their respellive rates of contribution,
which they may raise at one or more collcc-
tions, as their discretion shall direét.

4. That, in order to excite due attention
to a subjeCt on which the public interesi of
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religion so much depends, and to secure
punftuality as far as it can be attained where
contributions are neeessarily voluntary, when
any church session shall have failed for one
year to return to the presbyterial treasurer,
the full rate apportioned to that church, a
letter shall be particularly addressed to them
by the presbytery, with the view of engaging

them as soon as possible to repair the deh-
ciency. | |

5. 'That the treasurer be, and he is here-
by directed to ascertain the arrearages which
may now be due from any congregations be-
longing to this presbytery, and address to
them such letter, and use such other pruden-
tial means as he may deem requisite, to pro-
cure these arrearages, and to bring them in-
to the treasury as soon as may be pratticable.

6. That the circular letters, to be hereaf-
ter addressed by this presbytery to the
churches under their care, shall contain, be.
sides other information relative to the inter-
ests of truth and piety, an accurate statement
of the colle@lions of the several congrega-
tions, for the satisfation, the encouragement
and excitement of the people ; and that pri-
vate Christians may be induced more and more
to extend their views beyond their personal
coneerns, or the concerns of their individu-
2l churches, to the most enlarged objeéts of
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religion, and the general prosperity of the
kingdom of Christ.

Finally. 'That in compliance with the re-
quest ot the clders ot the churchesin pres-
bytery met, and in order as far as possible to
equalize the contributions, and to proportion
them to the abilities of the respettive congre-
gations, the annexed schedule of apportion-
ments be recommended to be considered as
containing the yearly rates of contribution
from the several churches. Three fhfths of
which annual rates to be for the uses of the
general assembly, and .two iifths for the uses
of the presbytery. Any surplus which these
contributions shall yield above the attual ex-
igencies of the presbytery and the general
assembly, to be applied to publishing such
parts of the proceedings of presbytery as it
may be thought expedient more generally to
communicate to the people, and to make up
casual deficiencies in the collections.

APPORTIO’\TMI‘\TTS OF CONTRIDU.-

TIONS.

Dollars.
1. To Shrewsbury and Shark-River, 5
2. To Middletown-Point, - - 4
3. To Lower Freehold, . - 20
4. To Cranberry, - - - 20
5. To Allentown and Nottingham, 10
6. To Trenton and Maidenhead, - 16
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7. To Pennington and Trenton 1st church, 16

8. To Princeton, - - - 16
9. To Kingston, - . - - 12
10. To New Brunswick, “ - 16
11. To Boundbrook, - - 18
12. To Baskenridge, - - 18
13. To Lamington, - - - 18
14. To Amwell and Flemington, - 16
15. To Kingwood and Bethlehem, 16
16. To Mansfield and Greenwich, 16
17. To Mount Bethel and Oxford, 8
18. To Knowlton, . . 8

19. To Hardwick and Indepcndence, 12
20. To Newton. - - 10)




THE

PRESBYTLERY

O F
NEW BRUNSWICE,
17O I'HE CHURCHES UNDER THEIR CARL,

SEND GREETING :

DEAR BRETHREN,

PRESBYTERY have, for some
time past, taken into consideration the state
of our churches, with a view to arrange some
matters for their general benefit, a want of
attention to which, in some regularly systim-
atized way, hath occasioned much inconveni-
ence, both to us as a judicatory, and to you
as religious societies ; and we herewith send
you the result of our deliberations.

'The matters recommended to your, and
enjoined on our own observance, we deem
important. ‘They have accordingly passcd
under our serious and deliberate discussion :
and we doubt not that, as the experience of
most amongst you has fully evinced the neces-

sity of some such system of rules beingy put
' C
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in practice through our churches, so those
now recommended, will meet with your rea-
dy acceptance and observation.

We deem it unnecessary, in this address, to
detail at large the reasons, either for our tak-
ing them into consideration, or for sending
them to you under their present form and cha-
ratter. We observe, however, in general,
that the leading objeét in them, is, by bring-
ing frequently and regularly into view, a just
statement of the internal state and concerns
of our churches, all may be the better in-
formed ; and that both ministers and peoyle
may be led mutually to aid, encourage and
excite to the discharge of their respettive
duties. And that, in the management of the
churches’ various concerns, harmony may be
established, confidence inspired, and succcess
ensured.

J

With real pleasure we inform you, breth-
ren, of the success of your benevolent and
pious contributions, for spreading the gos-
pel, and planting churches in our northwest-
ern frontiers. By the ministration of this
your pious bounty, * to the poor the gospel
is preached,” and numbers in those remote
regions, are brought to rejoice in God their
Saviour. Such has been the success of the
nissions that, 1 several of the frontier set-
Uemenis, regular churches have been formed:
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and the prospeft is daily and rapidly increas-
ing, if endeavours are continued, of planting
many more.

A plan is in contemplation, if sufficient aid
can be obtained, for cc~rving on the missions
in a more permanent way, and to greater ¢x-
tent. And we have no doubt you will con-
tinue, while occasion shall require, checrtul-
ly to contribtite as you have hitherto done ;
and as the progress of the work may make
increased aid necessary. And may the great
Lord of the harvest, who beholds with plea-
sure, reward, with blessings in your own
bosoms, these your labours of love.

It must occur to all, on the shortest reflec-
tion, that, the gemeral concerns ot the church
require to he attended to, and can be provid-
ed for, only in the public judicatories of the
church ; and that these concerns must fall
into derangement, and both the particular
and general interests of the church sadly
decline, if its judicatorics be not faithfully
attended to. It may, therefore, be needful
we observe to you, brethren, that the attend-
ance on the several judicatories, has, in the
present day, become a matter, in point of c¢x-
pense, cousiderably burdensome to inost of
us as Individuals. We have therciore, re-
quired that, in the several congre g 0I5 Un-
der our care, provision be made lor defray-
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ing the expense of the ministers and elders,
in attending the judicatories. This requi-
sition we conceive to be so just, and so rea-
sonable, that no considerate person will offer
the least objeétion to it; especially, when he
refle€ts that the time spent on these occasi-
ons must often be considerably felt, both by
ministers and elders, even when their pecu-
niary expense is defrayed.

And now, dear brethren, having recom-
mended to your notice the matter suggested
ebove, permit us, with all the sincerity and
affeCtion of those that watch for your souls,
to exhort you to stand fast in the faith, and
to walk worthy of the vocation wherewith
ye are called. And there is the more ne-
cessity far our doing so at this time, as the
present is a day peculiarly marked with a-
bounding infidelity and licentiousness. Yes,
brethren, we that are set as watchmen on
the walls of God's Jerusalem, are called to
pronounce heavy tidings. 'We behold with
pain, iniquity abounding, and the love of
many waxing cold. The desolations of “i-
on present a wide and {earful ruin; not from
the fire and sword of persecution, but from
he deceivable and deluding arts of her ene-
mies.

What the spirit of truth so long since pre-
difrer} is, perhaps, more fully verified in the
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present than in any former period, that, “In
the last days many shall depart from the faith,
giving heed to seducing spirits and dotrines
of devils speaking lies in hypocrisy, having
their conscience seared as with a hot 1ron.”
That evil men and seducers shall wax worse
and worse, deceiving and being deceived.
Also that, from amongst the churches, pro-
fessed members, shall men arise speaking
perverse things to draw away disciples after
them. Indeed therc appears to be a burst-
ing forth of abominations both in principle
and practice, which, like a deluge, threatens
to bear down all religion and good order be-
fore it.

Various causes have led to that apostacy
from the faith, that now astonishes the Chris-
tian world. The corruptions in dotrine, dis-
cipline and worship which had for a long time
been introduced, and maintained thro’ a large
part of Christian Europe, in opposition to the
simplicity and purity of the dofirines of
Christ.  The shameful impositions upon the
credulity, and tyranny exercised over the
consciences of men ; together with the ab-
surd tenets and practices of same enthusias-
tic seCtarians, while they gave just offence
to all serious, judicions Christians ; afforded
an occasion to the adversarics of our holy
religion to speak reproachfully.  These ad-
versaries, suns in luxury, and under the fuil
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dominion of the carnal mind which is enmi-
'ty against God, took occasion from the ab-
surdities of professing Christians, to charge
these absurdities upon Christianity itself.
Disliking tor themselves all the restraints of
religion, in their enquiries on this subjedt,
they have taken no pains to distinguish the
wheat from the chaf”; the pure truths of re-
velation, consonant with reason, from the
commandments and doftrines of men, hostile
to both : and impatient to give the reins to
an unrestrained sensuality, they have re-
ncunced the sure word of prophecy, and set
up human reason, blinded and enslaved as
1t 1s by corrupt appetites and passions, for
the only guide of man, 'This they have
dignified by the specious name of philoso-
pby ; and, availing themselves of the arts
of disingennity aud seduclion, they have
come forward with a front of daring impiety,
and threaten to overthrow all religion and
morals together.

Unhappily, the unwearied zeal and artful
address of men of this stamp, have given to
their principles an astonishing success in
courts and the higher classcs of society.
And, these fountains of power and influence
being corrupted, their ezample like a pesti-
lence, hath spread and infeéted the mass of
the people : and, what is to be particularly la-
mented, hath proved a temptation to time-
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serving and men-pleasing preackers and wri-
ters to depart, in their discourses and writ-
ings, from the purity of the gospel ; to ex-
plain away its most important doctrines ; to
veil, by the mists of a visionary phyloscphy,
the plainest truths of 1evelation, and unset-
tle the minds of men on this important sub-
je€t. Nay, daring scofters, men the most
profligate and debauched in their lives, have
ventured to come forward, and by bare faced
sophistry and ridicule to attack all serious
godliness ; and such is the general corrup-
tion and blindness, that vast multitudes stoop
to receive them as their apostles and guides.

Swarms of universalists, arians, socini-
nians, deists, and even atheists have sprung
up, working with all deceivableness of un-
righteousness, and laying waste the once
Rourishing churches of Europe. From thence
their poisons are spreading through all parts
of the Christian world. Their books, their
principles, their preachers have tound their
way into this happy country. Tine was,
when deism  was scarcely  known here;
when men, whatever might be their secret
sentiments, would have been ashamed to
have it known, or thought that they' feaned
to infidelity ; but now, numbers ave to be
found amongst us who cpenly avow and la-
bour to propagate principles, thie manifest
tendency of which is to relax or destroy the
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restraints of religion, and to set mankind
loose, to walk after the way of their heart and
the sight of theireyes. Enemies to religion,
they are equally enemies to all energetic ci-
vil government. They can brook no restraints
either from divine or human authority. They
are not afraid to speak evil of dignities. They
preach up liberty, while they themselves are
the servants of corruption. And by attempt-
ing to destroy the principles on which all
good order in society rests, they are in effect
opening the flood gates to licentiousness ;
and, as far as their influence extends, over-
turning the foundations both of the present
and future happiness of man.

We are sorry to be compelled to declare
the mournful truth, that the corruptions of
an old Iuxurious country are breaking in like
a flood upon this new and rising empire.

That religion, the love of which led our
forefathers to these shores ; and, under the
influence of which this land hath been con-
verted from a desert to a fruitful field, that
religion is, by numbers amongst us, despised
and laughed to scorn. The scriptures of
trath are detested. The rock of our salva-
tion lightly esteemed. There is a great fall-
ing away from the rcligious observance of the
Sabbaths, the worship, and the ordinances of
God ; family prayer, family instruétion and
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government, and we have reason to fear, ¢lo-
set devotion, have sadly declined. The ene-
mies of Zion triumph. Their efforts to se-
duce, are unwearied. Their books artfully
caleulated to deceive, are spread every where.
Their emissaries are busily employed, creep-
ing into houses, ensnaring and leading away
the young and the ignorant ; and a propen-
sity to licentiousness, inseparable from our
corrupt nature, renders vast multitudes an
easy prey to their seduétions. -

Indeed, we cannot but consider the present
as an hour of temptation, that is come upon
all the world, to try them that dwell upon the
earth. And, as God’s watchmen amongst
you, we call on you, brethren, and exhort
you in the name of the Lord, that ye look
well to your own souls ; and that ye stand
fast in this evil day, having your'loins girt,
and your lamps burning. Be vigilant, be so-
ber. Let the word of Christ dwell in you
richly in all wisdom.

Consult God’s precious truths with humil- -
ity and prayer. Walk circumspeétly before
them that are without. Give none occasion
of offence to any ; shat your adversaries may
be ashamed, having no evil thing to say of
vou,

D
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1.et the self denying spirit of the gospel
live in yourt hearts and shine in your whole
example, and labour to maintain daily fellow-
ship with the Father, and with thc Son Jesus

Christ.

Thus living, ye shall adorn the doélrine
of God your Saviour in all things ; put to si-
lence the ignorance of foolish men, and con-
tribute in the most effe€tual manner to thé
defence and confirmation of the gospel.

Alas! that in such a day as this, Christ
should be wounded in the house of his friends!
O professors, let not your lukewarmness and -
unfaithfulness aid the designs of Christ’s
enemies, and strengthen the hands of his
very betrayers and murderers! How many
in trying times have cheerfully laid down
their lives for the word of God, and for the
testimeny of Jesus? And shall Christ’s peo-
:ie turn their backs on him now ; de< st the
standard of the cross, or be indifferent to the
interests of the Redeemer’s kingdom.

Remember, dear brethren, it is your lot
to live in a trying day.  See to it then that ve
are faithful to thc deatih. Wheoever nmy
prove treacherous to Christy see that ye be
Lot of the number. Awiul mdcu{ will be the
cine ol those PUI" s, wio, giving a \*.'.I-
Lo ear o tins Dhylesophy, Lalsely so celled,

[ J
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make shipwreck of faith and a good consci-
ence ! Better for them that they had never
known the way of righteousness, than after
they have known it, to turn from the holy
commandment once delivered unto them,

Be zealous to cherish the means of grace,
and encourage a faithful gospel ministry a-
mongst you. Be not carried about with divers
and strange docltrines. An itching earis a
snare to the soul, Keep close to God’s sab-
baths, his worship and ordinances. Let the
worship of God be maintained in your hous-
es ; and oh ! labour to train up your families in
the nurture, and admonition of the Lord. Let
no endeavours be wanting on your part to
preserve your dear offspring from the abound-
“ing corruptions of the day ; and {o establish
thcn in the truths and ways of God.

Respet and cherish the government of
your country. You have reason to do so.
It is the reward of your long and painiul
struggles during the revolutionary war. What
you tought and bled for, the Lord hath grant-
ed you. A government founded in equity,
suited to the genius and intevests of Ameri.
cans, and managed bf men of your owai
choice.

Surely the kinduess of heavea to this land
ss great bevond pavellel U How hath e Toged
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exalted you above any other people, both in
civil and religious privileges! What could a-
nation wish for, that this nation enjoys not ?

Amongst other signal favours, the Lord hath

hitherto given us wise and good men as our
first magistrates. We have seen and we

still see, at the head of our government,

wisdgm, integrity and firmness, united with

the most profound respeét for our holy reli-
gion. May a gracious heaven ever preserve'
our government from falling to the diretion

of such as fear not God, and regard not the

gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ,

Dear brethren, see to it that you do not
lightly esteem, nor inconsiderately abuse your
great national mercies. They may be lost ;
ves, through licentious rashness and folly,
your boasted national glory may depart; and
you may be left to lament when it is too late,
the ipfluence of principles that have given
you a prey to all the evils of anarchy, orthe
oppressions of a usurped tyranny.

However political opinions may vary, and
from whatever causes these varying opinions
may originate, we exhort you to adhere strict-
Iy to the doftrines of God our Saviour ; let
his holy word ever dire&t your conduét as ci-
tizens ; and making this the man of your
counsels, strive to ¢ Render unto all their




[ 29

dues ; tribute, to whom tribute is due ; cus-
tom, to whom custom ; fear to whom fear ;
honour to whorx honour,” Let your sub-
je€tion be not only for wrath, but also for
conscience sake, Obey magistrates, and
study to lead quiet and peaceable lives in all
godliness and honesty.

And we intreat you, be much in pray-
er, -that it may please God to arrest the
progress of infidelity and licentiousness; .
to pour out his spirit upon the minis-
ters of his sanftuary; give success to the
means of his appointment, and abundantly to
revive his work in the midst of the years.
Who knows but the present is that dark hour
- that precedes the dawn of a glorious day ;
and that God may graciously hear the pray-
ers of his people, and return and leave a
blessing behind him.

Adored be his name ! he is already giving
some tokens for good in this way. A very
considerable revival of religion hath been
progressing for some time in a great number
of churches to the eastward, and in no small
degree on our western and northwestern fron-
tiers. Let us unite our fervent prayers to
heaven, that God would cause the dews of
his grace to be plentifully distilled on this
part of his Zion, and give us a time of reiresh-
ing from his presence.
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And now, dear brethren, commending you
to God, and to the word of his grace, which
is able to keep you from falling, and to
present you faultless before the presence of
his glory with exceeding joy,

We remain
yvour faithful

and affeftionate labourers
in the gospel of Christ.

- By order of presbytery.

JOSEPH CLARK, Moderato,
GLORGE S. WOODHULL, Clerk.

- Princeton, April 23, 1800.






