The PLAN for Correfpondence and Friendly Intercourfe
propofed by a Convention of Delegates appointed by the Ge-
neral Affembly of the Prefbyterian Church, the General
Syrod of the Reformed Dutch Churchy and the Synod of
the Affociate Reformed Church, awben met in News
York, on the 3d Tuefday of Fune, 1798, and agreed to
be reported to thefe refpective Fudicatories ; - which plan
has been unanimoufly approved by the General Affembly
of the Prefbyterian Churchy in May 1799 ; bas been
adopted in part, by the Affociate Reformed Synod, at
their laft mecting ; and is to come under the confideration
of the General Synod of the Reformed Dutch Church, at
their next meeting at Albany, on the firft Tuefday of
Fune, 1800.

“ The committee appointed to prepare a draft of a
plan for correfpondence and intercourfe between the
Churches under the fuperintendance of the General
Affembly of the Prefbyterian Church in the United
States of America, the General Synod of the Reformed
Dutch Church, and the Synod of the Affociate Re-
formed Church, beg leave to report :

“ That, from confiderations of propriety and expedi.
ency, it Is to be received as the bafis of the plan, that
the {everal ecclefiaftical bodies or judicatories concern-
ed, are to remain and be preferved entirely feparate and
independent—That, confiftently with this fundamental
principle, the three following kinds or degrees of inter-
courfe appear to be practicable, and ought to ... recom-
mended, viz. 1. The communion of particular ¢hurches.
2. The friendly interchange of minifterial fervices. 3. A
correfpondence of the feveral judicatories of the confer-
iing churches.

“1. The Comm union of particular Churches.

“ Any member in communion with any church con-
cerned in this conference, may be received to occa-
{ional communion in any other church thus concernced
on producing to the proper church-cfl’cers to whom
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application may be made, fufficicnt teftimoniuls of a
good and regular ftanding in the church with which he
is ftatedly conneted ; provided, but not otherwife, that
the church-officers to whom this application fhall be
made, fhall judge that the circumftances of the church
of which they have the overfight; render it expedient
and for mutual edification to admit the applicant to
occafional communion with them.

‘¢ Perfons under cenfure or procefs of cenfure in any
particular church concerned in this agreement, fhall
not be received to occafional or ftated communion in
any other church fo concerned, while fuch cenfure re-
tnains, or {uch procefs is unfinithed. But, on the
other hand, when any member in one of faid churches
defires to conne&t himfelf with another church, he
fhall not be refufed a certificate of his good ftandjng,
when fuch ftanding is really good ; nor fhall it be efx
teemed diforderly or unkind for the church to which he
may prefent faid certificate to receive him.

“ILI. The friendly interchange of miniflerial fervices.

¢ It fhall be permitted to the competent church-ofh-
cers in any congregation fettled or vacant under the care
of the conferring judicatories, to invite any Minifter
who is in good ftanding with any of faid judicatories, to
preach in the pulpit of fuch congregation, if they fhall
judge it to be expedient : But here, as in the former
cafe, it thall be entirely optional to give or to withhold
fuch invitation; nor fhall it be efteemed offenfive or un-
kind if the invitation be for'

“ In cafcs where the pec, .. refiding within the li-
mits fuitable to a congregation, fhall be compofed of
members from two or from all of the conferring church-
es, it {hall be reccommended to the people thus circum-
ftanced, to call and canfe to be fettled among them a
regular licentiate or minifter in any of faid churches, as
the majerity fhall by vote determine ;5 and that fuch li-
ccntiate or minifter when thus fettled, fhall attach him-
{f to the judicatories of that church to which the ma-

.
’

jerity fo calling him did belong 5 unlefs faid majority
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fhall freely confent that the minifter called do choole
the judicature with which he will be connefted, in which
cafe the minifter may, without offence, make his choice
among the judicatories of any of the churches confer-
ring; and where there are any congregations or bodies
of people in fuch fituation that they cannot obtain ade-
quate fupplies of minifterial fervice from that particular
church to which they, or a majority of them, belong,
it may and fhall be lawful for them to make regular ap-
plication for fupplies to any of the other judicatories
concerned in this conference.

 II. A correfpondence of the feveral judicatories of the
couferving Churches.

“ Any judicatory of the conferring churches may in-
vite the regular members of any other judicatory con-
cerned in this agreement, to fit as correfponding mem-
bers, whenever it may be judged expedient fo to do.
But here, as in the former cafes, a negleé to invite fhall
not be confidered as offenfive, in as much as each judi-
cature muft always be beft able to judge whether fuch a
meafure be expedient.

“ It is, moreover, recommended that delegates be
appointed by the Genéral Affembly, by the General Sy-
nod of the Reformed Dutch Church, and by the Synod
of the Aflociate Reformed Church, to fit in thofe judi-
catories refpeltively, with the privilege of deliberating
on all fubjefts that may come before them ; and alfo. of
voting on all queftions which the members of the judi-
catory in which they fit fhall not deem conftitutional,
but without power to vote on any queftion of this def-
criprion.  Provided, neverthelefs, that the number of
fuch dclegates fhall never exceed three, unlefs by a fu-
ture agrcement this number be increafed.

“ It is further recommended that the churches con-
ferring, mutually watch over each others purity in docs
trine, difcipline, and manners, and be ready to receive
complaints againft any of their minifters or members
upon thefe fubjeéts 5 which complaints may be preferred
and profecuted either by individuale in their own pame,
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‘win perictddo, or by a judicatory which fhall communi-
cate the neceflary mformation to the judicatory to which
the offender is fubject; in which latter cafe, it fhall be
taken up as a fama clamosa, and profecuted by faid judi-
catory, and the whole proceedings thereon fhall be tranf-
mitted properly authenticated to the informing body for
their fatisfaction.—1It is underftood that certificates or re-
commendations 1hall be efteemed authentic and {uflicient
when they are made agreeably to the rules of that church
by which they are granted.

It is alfo underftood that all congregations in mak-
g applications for fupplies fhall obtain leave from the
judieatory to which they {tatedly and regularly bclong ;
and that in making application either for fupplies, or
for the fettlement of a minifter, they fhall conform to
the rules of that judicatory to which the application fhall
be made.” ‘

& The above plan has been propofed in confequence
of a correfpondence which commenced between thefe
churches in 1583, and fubfifted feveral years. In 794, the
General Synod of the Dutch Church, declared, ¢ their
“ earncft defire that the earlieft opportunity be taken to
“ revive the friendly correfpondence entered into with
“ the Prefbyterian and Affociate Reformed Churches in
* America.” At their next meeting in 1797, they de-
termined * on the moft fpeedy and efteCtual meafures to
“ revive the correfpondence,” they appointed a commit-
tee, and invited the other churches to appoint committecs
alfo. Committees from the three churches met the fol-
lowing year, and after prayer to God for his direction
and counfel, the plan fubmitted, was the refult of their
joint deliberation. It having been already publithed by
the claflis of Albany, (whether properly or not in the
prefent itage of the bufinefs) and {fome of the confiftories
having undertaken to condemn it, it cannot now be made
wo oublic.  He that doeth tiuth cometh to the light.
tlercafter may appear a full and accurate hiftory of this
correfpondence taken from authentic documents.

May 14, 1800, |





