






































































68 THOUGHTS 

the .emperor he returned to· Ephesus, 
where he ended his days in peace. 

John :was one of the most zealous 
servants of Christ. Under his ministry 
a young man was _brought into the Chris­
tian Church; but in a short' time he fell 
into bad company and evil habits. He ' 
went from bad to worse, until he became 
a leader among robbers. J-0hn heard of 
the sad change, found out his haunt.s, 
went after him, and allowed himself to be 
taken prisoner. "Bring me to your cap­
tain," was his language to his captors. 
As soon as the apostate sa_w hitn coming, 
and knew him, he :fled. But John _pur­
sued hiln, crying, "My son, whj, ·fleest 
thou from thy old and unarmed father ? 
Fear notj even yet there is hope of sal­
vation. Believe me, Christ has sent me." 
The young man stopped, trembled, and 

. wept bitterly. John prevailed on himfo 
forsake his wicked life; brought him.back 
to the society of the Christians, and·_ :had 
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the J)leasure- of seeing him walking in the 
ways of uprightness. 

John was also full of love·. When, 
from age �nd infirmity, he could no l_o_nger 
walk to the house of God, he was carried 
to the Christian assemblies, where, when 
he coul_d say no more, he cried, " Chil­
dren, love· one another." "My dear chil­
dren, love one another." Being asked 
why he told them but one thing, he said, 
"Nothing more is necessary." Happy," 
loving servant of God! Truly," the 
hoary head is a crown of glory, when it 
is found in the way of righteousness." 

Nor is it true that GOd always'' taketh 
them soonest whom he loveth best." 
John outlived most, if not all of the other 
members of the family of Christ, by 
nearly thirty years. When his -brother 
James had been .with Christ in glory 
fifty years,· John was still bearing the 
heat and burden of the day. After Peter 
had been at rest a quarter of a century, 
































