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A FAITHFUL MINISTER.

COLOSSIANS I. 7.

A FAITHFUL MINISTER OF cHRI1sT.— L'he whole verse is,
As ye also learned of Epaphras, eur dear fellow-servant,
who is for you a faithful minister of Christ.

ALLL candid and reflecting people will admit, that
to know what ought to be the character of a minifter
of the gofpel, and what principles thould animate
his conduct, is of great moment. When a church
and congregation are called, in Providénce, to make
choice of oNEg, for themfelves, if they know what
character he ought to fuftain, and what principles
fhould govern him, they will be enabled to make a
wife choice. They will alfo efteem him for his
oflice fake ; and if {o happy as to enjoy the privilege
of a regular Chriftian miniftry, will be led to im-
prove it aright. A Chriftian people, if well ac-
quainted with what ought to be the character of
Chrift’s minifters, will, it is prefumed, ardently fup-
plicate him, as the Lord of the harveft, to fend forth
taithful labourers into his harveft.

Epaphras was a faithful minifter of Chrift; and,
on this account, dear to the apoftle Paul, as a fcllow
fervant. As ye alfs learned of Epaphras, our dear
Jfellow fervant, who is for you a rarraFUL minifter of
Chrijt. ‘The connection of the words is this. Paul
and Timothy prefent tender falutations to the faints
and faithful brethren at Colofle. The fpirit of
Chriftianity leads all its minifters and profciiors, to
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feel an affectionate friendfhip and benevolent regard
for all the people of God, and to embrace all fit oc-
cafions to teftify their fincere affection. Paul, in
this Letter to the Coloflians, which was written from
Rome, begins with exprefling his pious and ardent
wifhes for their fpiritual good—Grace be. unto you,
and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Tfefus
Chrift. We give thanks to God, and the Lather of
our Lord *fefus Chrift, praying always for you.—
Since we beard of your faith in Chrift Fefus, and of
the love which ye have to all the faints ; for the hope
which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard
before in the word of the truth of the gofpel. Which
is come unto you, as it is in all the world, and bringeth
forth fruit, as it doth alfo in you, fince the day ye heard
of it, and knew the grace of God in truth.
s ye alfo learned of Epapbras, our dear fellow-
[fervant, who is for you a faithful minifter of Chrif.

~ The fingle point, which will be attempted in the
fubfequent difcourfe, will be to delineate the charac-
ter of a faithful minifter of Chrift.

It is hoped that all candid and judicious hearers
will allow, that what will now be advanced, refpect-
ing the character of a faithful gofpel minifter, muft
neceflarily conftitute fuch a character; and the per-
tinency of the fubject to the very folemn and aftec-
ting occafion, upon which we are now aflembled
before God, all will reacily perceive.

And, the faithfulnefs of a minilter of Chrift, necef-
farily implies real piety of heart. e cannot be a
faithful minifter unlefs a really good man. DBy a
really good man is intended a regenerated man.
Religion in the heart, will alone render him fuithlul.
It will miake him conlciencious in the difcharge of
his facred truft. It alone will furnifh him with
knowledge and ability for his work. It will, more
than all things clle, contribute to render him happy
and cheerful, impartial and fincere, ready and willing
to do his duty. A gracious and fovereign God,
may employ what inftruments he pleaics, in carrying
en his defigng of mercy among the children of mei
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But can fuccefs in the evangelical miniftry be rea-
fonably expected, when ihe difpenicr ¢f the facred
myfteries, has no experimental knowledge of the
truth—or is in a natural and unrenewed ftate?
Would a rational man with to employ one to guide
and conduct him, in a path, befet with difficulties
and dangers, with which he was wholly unacquaint-
ed? Were I about to undertake a voyage to a diftant
country, where my all was to be hazarded-—and the
courfe of the voyage lay through a rough and dan-
gerous ocean, I fhould chule to embark with one
wio practically knew the marinner’s art, as well as had
{tudied its theory. Real religion, in the heart, or a
regenerated heart is the moft eflentially neccﬂary
qualification for a gofpel minifter ; fo effentially ne-
ceflary, that, without it, all the human Iearmné in
the world, cannot quahfy a man to act in that cha-
racter. The moft brilliant talents and exalted fci-
ence, vnited to the moftmelodious voice and defirable
powers of elocution, cannot qualify a man to be a
gofpel minifter, if love to God—if faith in Chrift—
if repentance for fin—if love to the fouls of men—
if a renewed and fanctified heart be wanting. If any
man love not the Lord Sfefus Chrift, fays the apoftle
Paul, let him be anathema, maran-atha. 'T'o pretend
to preach a gofpel, which we do not love and believe
—to preach a Redeemer whom we have never owned
or received—and to recommend and prefs upon the
confciences of others, a religion, whofe doctrines we
do not relith, and whofe dutxes it gives us pain to
practife, in the view of common ienfe is certainiy

very abfurd. No unholy man fhould minifter in
holy things. Thofe, who cultivate the heritage of
the Lord, thould love that heritage, and prefer Chriit
and his gofpel to all things elfe. It is the 1dea of ali
our minifters and churches, that none may attempt
to preach the gofpel, without having a prevailing
hope, that they have perfonally been the fubjects oi
a work of grace on the heart.  And happy is it that
this is the cafe. The firlt enquiry then, when a
a church and people wifh to cbtain u hicentiate te
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fettle over them in the work of the Chriftian minifa
try, ought to be, is he, in the judgment of charity,
a really pious man, or does he profefs to have expe-
rienced a renovation of foul, and give credible evi-

ence of the fame !—Se, when they had dined, Fefits
[aith to Simon Peter, Simon, fon of Fenas, loveft thox
me more than thefe? He faith unto bim, Tea, Lovd ;
thou knowseft that I love thee. He Jaith unto hiin, I' ced
my lambs.——He faith wnto bim again the fecond time,
Simon, fon of Jonas, loveft thou me? He faith wnto
him, Yea, Lord ; thou knoweft that I love tlce. He
Saith unto bim, Ieed my fhecp.—He faith unte bin ihe
third time, Simon, fon of Jonas, loveft thowme? Feter
was grieved, becaufe be faid unio him the third tine,
Loweft theu me? And be faid unto him, Loerd, thou
knowef? all things ; thou knowef? that I love thee, Fe-
fus faith unto himy Feed my fheep.

Grace in the heart is, however, though the main,
not the only qualification of a faithful minifter of
Chrift.  There muft be likewife a competent degree
of human literature. An ignorant manis incapable
of teaching the Chriftian religion. A man muft be
learned, as well as pious. Unlearned and unftable
men never were called of God to enter on the ardu-
ous bufinefs of teaching Chrift’s fpiritual religion.
Such come not at the call of a divine Redeemer, but
thruft themfelves, through fpiritual pride and "felf-
conceit, or a wicked ambition, into the work. It
is awful prefumption, in an unlearncd man, to at-
tempt to officiate as a-minifter of the gofpel. In order
to be qualified to ofhiciate, in this holy and difhcult
work, there muft be good natural powers and capa-
cities of mind, a good utterance, and good acquaint-
ance with the circle of the iciences. How can a
man be able to teach, without extenfive knowledge?
'There mwdt then be human literature, as well as
divine teachings. This is efiential at ali times, but
peculiariy defirable in the prefent day, and in our
own country. Moft interetting is it, indeed, in all
ages of the church, and in all countrles, to the Chni-
tin re ligion, that its minifters be not only found in
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the faith, but alfo learned j—well read in ecclefiafti.
cal hiftory and decply ftudied in theology; well
verfed in the languages in which the feriptures were
originally written, and in the {ciences generally taught
in our univerfities ; much converfant, likewife, with
the great writers on the various fyftems of doctrine
known in the churches : and permit me to add, not
{trangers to the artful objections and fophiftical rea-
fonings of infidel authors, who have fignalized them-
felves by their violent attacks on chriftianity. A
pious, orthodox, and learned miniftry, is the greateft
blefling to the church and to a nation.  Such alone
will ve faithfal, Such will be eminently ufeful, and
we may hope will, through the agency of the Holy
Ghoft, be made {uccefstul. In no age fince the apol-
tolic, and in no Chriftian country was there ever fuch
a number of good and faithful minifters of Chrift
needed, as in our own country. IN 0UR CHURCHES,
and thofe connected with us, the PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES, more than oNg
THOUSAND are wanted, to fupply the vacancies in
them and the new fettlements. The call upon all
miflionary [ocieties, from eaft to weft, from north to
fouth, is for a regular miniftry. The cry is,  give
us minifters—give us minifters to break the bread of
life unto us, and to teach us the knowledge of the
Lord, the way of truth.”” Qur prayer, at the throne
of grace, thould be, that the Lord of the harveft
would raife up and fend forth faithful and able la-
borers into his harveft. Better, however, is it to have
a few pious, orthodox, learned minifters, than to at-
tempt to anfwer the EXTRAORDINARY CALL, in our
new lettlements, by bringing forward illiterate and
unfkilful workmen. The demand cannot be immed;-
ately fupplied, without bringing forward fuch. SucH,
however pious, cannot officiate to advantage, in the
holy miniftry. 'I'he credit, and indeed, degree of re-
ligion, depend, more than is commonly conceived,
on the character, refpectability and literature of its
authorized teachers. Minifters are clothed with the
holy office, by the hands of the prefbytery, or by
THE PASTORS OF THE CHURCHES, and muft be
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faithful. Faithfulnefs, in general, is being true to our
truft, our engagements and promifes ; and, in a gof-
pel minifter, fincerely, confciencioufly and diligently
attending to all his works, however painful or labo-
rious,—is being true to the truft repofed in him. He
muft be faithful to his divine Lord and Mafter, who
pats him into the office, and is head over all things
to the church—faithful to God, to whom he is to
render an account of his ftewardfhip—faithful to his
own foul, to the fouls committed to his paftoral
watch, and to all to whom he may, in the courfe of
Providence, be called to preach the gofpel of the
Son of God.

In order to fet before you, in the moft inftruct-
ive manner, the character of a faithful minifter of”
Chrift, one of the moft amiable and refpectable of
characters—I fhall go into fome detail—

1. And, faithfulnefs, in a minifter of Chrift, we
may obferve, will lead him, to make the Saviour
the principal fubject of all his preaching. And to
make him the principal fubject of his preaching, is
to exhibit to the people, in due order, all the
doctrines, which he taught, the duties of religion,
which he enjoined, the virtues of morality, which
he requires, and the ordinances, which he appoint-
ed. There are many temptations to withhold im-
portant, and neceflary doctrines, left we difpleafe
fome of our hearers, or lofe our character for fchol-
arfhip, and elegance of tafte, with the fathionable
world. More are, no doubt, guilty of keeping
back truth, than inculcating error ; of omitting
duty, than committing crimes ; of not building the
houfe, than wilfully pulling it down.

The {yftem of religious truths is of wide extent.
It includes all we are to believe. Man’s original
ftate of innocence and pertect holinefs ; for God
made man upright ;—holy in his image, and hap-
py in his favor.  His prefent fallen, depraved ftate ;
by one man fin entered into the world ; human na-
ture is now wholly corrupted : Thereis none good,
no not one : All have gone aftray from God : The
earnal mind is enmity againft God : by nature man
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is altogether deftitute of any holy principle : The
divine purpofe of mercy :—the {teps taken, from
age to age, to manifeft it :—the perfon, divinity,
undertaking, and f{ufferings of the Savicur :—all
his laws as a teacher ; his atonement as a prieft ;
his dominion as a king :—the agency and influence
of his {pirit :—and of an all-furrounding Provi-
dence, are important parts of the revealed will of
God. A faithful minifter, will devote his health
and time to ftudy ; and will endeavor to make his
people acquainted with the whole fcheme of gofpel
truths ; laying the foundation as the Apoftles laid
it ; and building upon it, as they built. Some of
the dectrines are more important and neceflary than
others. But none are unneceffary. A faithful
minifter will neither omit, nor mifplace any. For
all are precious—all are uleful. None, therefore,
are to be omitted, lclt they fhould be made, through
the corruption and prejudices of hearers, hurtful.
It has been urged that fome doctrines revealed by
God, are unfafe to be preached, left they fhould be
abufed. The fovereignty of God ; his eternal pur-
pofe ; and the freenefs of his grace, are often pafled
by under this unjuftifiable pretence. Every truth
is capable of being abufed by perverfe and corrupt
minds. And, perhaps, all have been, in fome in-
ftances, abufed. All the doctrines of Chrift, are
to be preached gpenly—to be preached fully—to be
guarded againft abufe, and finners are to be told, if
they wrelt the good word of God, they do it to
their own deftruction. Whatever truths, a gra-
cious and benevolent God is plealed to reveal j—
are beft to be revealed—are neceflary and ufeful.
Infinite wifdom does, on the whole, what is beft.
Had man a becoming fenfe of this, there would not
then be fo many attempts, in one age and part of
the chriftian church and another, to explain away or
conceal what is moft obvioufly contained in the fa-
cred volume, fuch as the endlefinefs of future mifery
—the divinity of our Lord—the myftery of re-
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dempmon—-—rhe [reenefs of grace-~-the benign ope-
rations i the Holy Ghoft on the heart-—and fuliels
of the atonement, But we fhould join with the
Apoftle, in faying, O thedepth of the riches both of
the wifdem and knowwledge qf God ! how unfearcha-
blz are is judgmerts, and bis ways pajS finding oui.
A faithful numﬁcr of the golpel will declare aLr,
THE CoUNSEL of God. TIhave nor jhunned, lays
our Apoltle, to declare all the counf: 'l af God, 1
have :(e}t back nothing thai was j)ro/ tatle uite you,
but have fhewwed you, and have iaughi you Jrom houfe
to houfe.

2. A faithful Minifter will do his utwmoft, by af-
fiduous application to ftudy, reading, medltanon,
and prayer, not only to preach arL Chrft’s doc-
trines, but to give to EAcH its proper place.  Some
of the doctrines of the gofpel muft be confidered,
as the great and leading, all-imiportant and founda-
tion principles. Others are lefs neceffary, and may
be viewed as only circumftantial. If we carefully
fearch the infpired velume, we fhall find certain
points of doctrine always exhibited, and feem to run
through the fcheme of revealed rehglon, and dif-
tinguifh it from all fabulous theology. Such as the
entirely loit itate of man by nature—the abfolute
neceflity of falvation by Chrift—his fufferings in the
finner’s room—~—I[ree forgivenels through his atoning
blood—a trinity of peuons in the divine Unity—the
new birth—the grace of the divine fpirit to enlighten,
convince, fanctify and comfort his people-—ijuftifica-
tion by faith—the purity of the divine law—the ex-
ceechnpr evil of fin-—holinefs of life, and exclufion
of the finally impenitent from the regions of blefled-
nefs. Thele doctrines are of fuch unlpeakable mo-
ment, that they ought 10 he clearly explained, at-
;ectmnatclv urged, and frequently repeated. They
are the doctrines of nitmitive chriftianity ¢ they are
thne doctrines of the REFORMATION : they make
the fubftance of all proteftant confzflions of faith,
of all the creeds in the church frow the d.ys of the
Apcftles, They arethe glory of our church Lithis
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land : they have, by the blcfﬁng of God, been em.-
inently the mecans of revivals of relw,xon in the
chriftian world : they have, alfo, been [ealed by the
blood of thoufands of fuffering Martyrs. Faithful-
nefs, in a gofpel minifter, will fead him to lay afide
contentions and difputes about abitrufe and meta-
phyfical points, in the inveitigation of which too
much profound erudition and zea! have already been
expended ; and plainly, powerfully, and conftantly
Lold up thefe grand and effential truths of Ged,
giving to each its proper place, and juft proportion.
‘Then happy, thrice happy, would be the eficct 5 re-
ligion would revive, errors and infidelity be fuppref-
fed, our churches filled, our congregations thronged,
and the tone of public morals raifed.

. Taithfulnefs in a minifter of Chrift, will uni-
formly difpofe him to keep our divine Saviour in the
eye .of his hearers, in all his preaching. As a Re-
deemer 1s the all and in all of his rehrrlon, foheis to
be conftantly recommended by faithful minifters to
their people, in his pIvINITY—In his mediatorial
offices, characters and work—as prophet, prieft,
and king in his churcli, whole mngdom 1 not of
this world, and whofe defign, in com mg into this
loft and ruined world, was to redeem and fave it,—
A gofpel minifter’s great work is to preach the un-
fearchable riches of Chrift. As hisis the only name
given among men under heaven, whereby any can

¢ faved ; as he is the way, the truth, and the life ; ;
as no man can come to the father but by him ; as he
1s the only foundation laid in Zion ; as there is fal-
vation in no other; as all the hely and hope of per-
ifhing finners are in bim, fo he it to be continually
Keptin the view of the hearer. Noart or icience can
be taught to good advantage, but by explaining i,
{tep by {tep, and obferving a proper order and meth-
od. In thf- fyfiem of chriftianty, cvery truth holds its
proper piace, and lofesin its fores, by a removal from
its (tarion. We are to give every doctrine, duty, vir-
tue, and mdmauu its proper place. To arrange all
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thefe, in their proper order, is what ought to be at-
tempted. Man’s wholly loft and ruined condition by
nature muft firlt be cfiablithed, or we fhall fee no
beauty in redemption, or need of it. If not guilty,
why fhould repentance and remiflion of fins be
preached in the name of Chrilt ? If not altogether
pelluted, why need to berenewed ? If not wretched,

why talk of falvation ? The whole need not a phyﬁ-
cian. In fhort, a Redeemel, in his divinity, offices,
atonement, medxatlon, merits, interceflion, and ex-
ample, is the fum of the gofpel. Not only faith and
repentance, and all evangelical graces, views, exerci-
fes, and practices, but all duties and moral virtues
are to be urged from Chrift and him crucified. Out
of him, no duty or virtue, no moral conduct can be
,accepted of a holy and fin-hating God. The hearer
is never to be left in fulpenfe, whether Chrift and his
atonement and all-perfect righteoufnefs be the grand
foundation of the finner’s juftification and acceptance
to eternal life.

4. Faithfulnefsina goipel minifter confifts in giv-
ing to all a portion in ducicafon. All need their por-
tion of meat. The care and faithfulnefs, as well as
wifdom of the fteward appear to great advantage in
dealing out to all, a portict in DUE seasoN. Both
duties and doctrines deiive a beauty and luftre from
being {eafonably placed betore mankind. Inftruc-
tions from the facred cefk fhould be always well-
timed. And faithfulne{s in a minifter of Chrilt will
difpofe him to endeavor to have all his inftructions
feafonable. A reproof may be worfe than loft, when
unfeafonable. Allthe circumitances of a peopl° are
to be well weighed. Many a fermon, otherwile excel-
lent, has loft half of irs worth, becaule ill-timed.
Subjects, and the method of treating them ought to
be chofen with prudence and difcretion. In order to
give feafonable inftructions, counfels, warnings, and
reproofs, a minifter muft be well acquainted with the
general {tate of religion, in the age in which he lives,
and with the tone of the public morals, and with his
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own congregation in particular. He muft know their
wants ; what fins prevails among them ; what duties
are going into dilrepute ; what doctrines are difrel-
ithed ; and what vices and errors are becoming fath-
ionable. He cannot adapt his difcourfes to the cafes
and condition of his people, unlefs he underftand
them. Hence the neceflity of a faithful paftor’s
knowing the ftate of his flock ; which are fickly and
difordered ; which healthy and vigorous ; “which
unruly and turbulent. The phyfician for the body
would be accounted ridiculous, who fhould under-
take to apply means, before he had informed him-
felf of the ftate of his patient. We are to confider
what the ftate of religion is among our people, if we
would be faithful minifters, or beft promote the
kingdom of Chrift, and render our inftructions fea-
fonable. We are not to flatter any in an evil way,
or to give them falfe hopes, or rivet their prejudices.
If any doctrinal errors be getting in among our peo-
ple, we are early to meet and oppole them. If any
open {ins be prevailing, we are to reprove, with all
‘boldnefs. If any one clafs of duties be difefteemed,
we are to recommend and urge it. In Fhorw, we are
to watch for fOUIby as thofe that muft give an ac-
count, at the final judgment. We aie w0 ttand as
watchmen upon the walls of Jeruizlem, to give
warning of ever} rifing danger, and aporoaching en-
emy ; to look 21l around s ; ; and to take heed both
to ourfeives and doctrines {o as to fave our own {ouls,
and the fouls of them that hear us ; to reclaim the
erroneous 5 to {ilence galmayen; to confirm the
doubtful ; to confole the mourning ; to admonifh
the carelels ; to alarm the thoughtlefs ; to inftruct
the ignorant 3 ard to improve JH divin: providences,
among a people tor their {piritual good.

IN THE SECOND PLACE, Lﬁ:’i;/’ﬁh’fnh’/’f . goipel
miniiters refpects the manner as weil as ju/)wu‘ nat-
icr of their preaching.

1. And they will preach the gofpel with great
plainnels, clearnels, and umphclty As their oaject
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is not felf credit, worldly influence, riches, popular
applaufe, and felf aggran-lifement, fo they wil ftudy
to treat all religiousand moral fubjects, in a plain
perfpicucus, and definite manner. They will hon-

eltly endeavor to let their fentiments be known. They
will {peak fo plainly and definitely as that the hearer
may not be able to mifapprehend or mifunderftand
them. They never will conceal their meaning, or
the truth by any ambiguity of language, equivoca-
tion, mental referve, or by the ftudied arts of a falfe
eloquence, or fplendor, pomp, and ornaments of
diction. They will fpeak fo clearly and plainly on
every doctrine, duty, chriftian grace, holy exercife,
and moral virtue as to be eafily underftood. In illuf-
trating gofpel-truths, they will aim at fomething infi-
nitely more important than beauty, elegance andcor-
rectnefs of ftyle, viz. to reach the heart—to convince
the judgment—to move, aftect, and enlighten the
hearer. A faithful minifter will always exhibit his
ideas fo as to be cafily underftood ; he will preach fo
as that the hearer may know what he believes—what
principles he holds—or how he underftands the doc-
trines of Chrift. If we would be underftood—if we
would convince—if we would commend ourfelves
to every man’s confcience in the fight of God—if
we would be inftrumenral of building up the caufe of
Chrift, the beft and moft glorious of “all caufes, plain

and dcefinite language muft be employed. It 2 min-
ifter preach, on the great doctrines of the gofpel, for
years tO“’ﬁt‘)Cl fo that a diligent and intelligent, or
even conmon hearer cannot underftand what his
fentiments are, and certainly know them, he 1s total-
ly inexcufable—he cannot be faithful—he muft be

an abonunation in the fight of God. What plainnefs
of ip ccch did the Apoﬂ;lc Paulufe! And I brethren,
when I caine to you, came not with excellency of [pecch
or of wifdom, declaring unto you the toftimony of God.
And my [peech and my preaching was nit with enti-
cing words of mai’s svifdom, but in demonfiration of
fmm and power.
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o, Faithfulnefs in a minifter of Chrift, will influ-
ence him to be bold and firm in declaring the coun-
fel of God to his people. He fhould preach all the
truths of the gofpel, boldly and honeftly, without
refpect of perfons, whether pepular or unpopular.
‘There are few temptations more dangerous to a mi-
nifter than the fear of man. It often influences him,
though he may know it not, to conceal doctrines,
which may difguft or offend his hearers. Such s the
malignant enmity of the wicked againft the good,
and bitternefs of prejudice, that he may fuffer injury
from them in his name, {ubftance, and perfon. They
may deftroy his reputation, peace, and influence, by
open calumnies and lies, or vile infinuations, and fe-
cret whifpers of deadly malice. Againit this danger
our Saviour has warned his dilciples, in the follow-
ing paflage. And I fay unto you, my friends, be not
efraid of them that kill the body, and after that have
no more that they can do ; but I will forewarn you
whom you fhall fear ; fear him which after be hath
killed, hath power to caft into hell : yea, I fay unto
you_fear him, It is remarkable that in the prayer, re-
corded in fcripture, as offered up by the apoftles, for
divine afliftance in their facred office, as well as thofe
in which they afk the prayers and interceflions of
their fellow chriftians, this circumfltance is almoft
never forgotten. Firmnels and refolution werc what
they felt that they continually needed. And now Lord
bebold their threatcnings, and grant unto thy fervants
that with all BoLDNESS they may [peak thy word.—
Again, And for me, that utierance may be given unto
me, that I may open my mouth Borpry to make known
the myftery of the gofpel. 'T'o pleale God and not man,
is the object of a faithful minifter. He will, there.
fere, boldly plead the caufe of truth and righteoul
nes, in an cvil day, and among evil men, without
regarding the perfons of any, high or low, rich or
poor. He muit be refolved and determined to know
nothing, among his people, fave Jefus Chrift, and
him crucified. Confulting what is truth and duty in
ins holy miatftry, he muft with fortitude invincible,
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and firmnefs unfhaken, preach the pure doctrines of
the gofpel. He n uft not be moved by what may
render him acceptable to the gay and fathionable
world. Prudence, however, is to be always mingled
with firmnefs. Harfhnefs and feverity of manner are
to be avoided. While firm and bold in delivering the
truths of the pure gofpel, a minifter ought to be can-
tious not to give unneceflary offence, or to difguft.
He ought to be candid, mild, and wife. Troths fhould
be exprefled with fafety and dignity. All rafhnefs,
precipitancy, uncandor and bitternefs, are to be
avoided. If minifters of the golpel would beft fulfil
the ends of their office, they muft be attentive to all
exifting circumftances. They muft do all, that the
higheft prudence, wifdom and difcretion can do, to
promote the gofpel-kingdom of peace and benevo-
lence among mankind: They thould never needlefsly
excite prejudices. againft the truth, or provoke the
malice of enemies. They are to be harmlefs and wife,
meek and gentle, eafy of accefs.

1. Faithfulnefs will lead a minifter to be grave
and fervent in his addrefles from the facred defk. He
ought to be warm and zealous in his Mafter’s caule.
For it is a caufe of the greateft magnitude and im-
portance. A deep fenfe of God and divine things,
will influence him, with all zeal and folemnity, to
urge the truth home upon the confcience. He will
feel for dying man, all the ardor of pious zeal ; ac-
cordingly, he will prefs him now to awake out of
fleep—to arife, and attend in carneft to his falvation,
by all that is dear and facred, by all thatis awful and
affecting. He will be, above all, defirous that his
hearers fhould fecure the eternal falvation of the pre-
cious and immortal foul. To accomplith this, no zeal
and fervor, if tempered with prudence and found dif-
cretion, can be too great.—What gravity and folem-
nity appear in all the writings of the apoftles ! How

ure in their intentions ! how honeft and faithful, as
well as folemn and grave ! Bui bhave renounced the

hidden things of difboncfly, not walking in craftinefs,
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nor bandling the word of God deceitfully, but by mani-
Seftation of the truth, commending ourfelves to every

man’s confcience in the fight of God.

It is only fubjoined,

4 Faithfulnefs in a minifter, will fill him with
tendernefs and affzction, while difpenfing to his peo-
ple the glorious gofpel of the blefled God. He will
be kind and condefcending. His compaffion for loft,
perithing finners will be peculiarly excited. To fave
them from the fatal effects of fin—from the penalty
of a broken law-—from the wrath of God, and from
the pains of hell forever, he will be ready to lay out
all his time and talents, to undergo hardfhips, and if
called in Providence, even perfecution. He will per-
fuade men to hear the calls of grace, and to repair
to a merciful God and the peace-fpeaking blood of a
crucified Jefus, with all tendernefs and affection. He
will warn, reprove, inftruct, counfel, invite, and be-
feech them now to hear and live—to turn from all
their errors and evil ways to God and holinefs, and
be happy here, happy in death, and happy to all eter-
nity. How tender and affectionate were the apoftles,
after the example of their Lord, in fulfilling the mi.-
niftry which they had received of him! Their great
work was to preach Chrift crucified. For I determi-
ned not to knew any thing among you fave Fefus Chrif?
and him crucified. Again, But we preach Chrift cru-
cified, unto the Fews a flumbling block, and unto the
Greeks foolifbnefs ; but unto them which are called,
both Fews and Greeks, Chrif? the power of God and
the wifdom o7 God.—For I am not afbamed of the gof-
el of Chrift ; for it is tise power of God unto falvation,
to the Jew fir/t, and alfo to the Greek. But God for-
bid that 1 fhould glory, fave in the crofs of our Lord
Fefus Chrift, by whom the world is crucified unto me,
and I unte the world. And flraightway he preached
Fefus in their [ynagogucs. Neither is there falvation in
any giher. Other foundation can no man lay, than that

is laid, which is Chrift Fefus. A faithful minifter of
C
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the gofpel will follow the example of the apoftles, in
preaching Chrift to his people, and alfo will imitate
their tendernefs and affection in doing it.—2Brethren,
fays the apoftle Paul, my beart’s defire and prayer to
God for Ifracl is, that they might be faved. 1 fay the
truth in Chrift, I lic not, my confcience alfo bearing me
witnefs in the Holy Ghoft, that I have great heavinefs
and continual forrow in my hcart. For I could wifb
that myfelf were accurfed from Chrift, for my breth-
ren, my kinfmen according to the flefb.

The holy facraments, baptifm and the Lord’s fup-
per, are to be difpenfed to meet fubjects, and ftrict-
nefs of dilcipline maintained by a faithful minifter.
And he will confider his hearers, as compofed of two
very diflerent and oppofite clafles, thofe of good and
bad men; and remeinber that, in each clals, there is
indeed a great diverfity of characters, to which heis
to adapt his inftructions—reproving, exhorting with
all long-fuffering and doctrine : fometimes, like ano-
thier Boenerges, thundering to his hearers, and fhak-
ing them with the terrors of Sinai; at others, prov-
ing, like the more amiable Barnabas, a fon of confo-
lation, and foothing them with all the melody of
Zion. He will {tudy, like that wile and faithful ftew-
ard of whom his Lord fpeaks, to give every man his
portion of meat in due feafon.

In the pulvit, his deportment fhould be fuch as
becomes the facred place. His attitude fhould be
graceful. His countenance compofed and animated.
His voice fhould be modulated agreeably to the truths
delivered. His action fhould be {paring, but f{ignifi-
cant. Being full of his {ubject, he fhould fpeak as a
dying man to dying men.

¢¢ That ftyle which beft {uits the pulpit, were I to
venture,” fays aningenious writer on the eloguence
of the pulpit, “ at a general dcfinition of it, fhould
be fimple, yet great ; adorned, yet chafte ; animated
and ftrong, at the fame time caly and fomewhat dif-
fufe ; and in fine, numerous and flowing, without
running into the poetic, or fwelling into the bombatt.




A FATTHTUL MINISTER. 19

It is to be remembered, however, that one’s manner
is to be varied according to the,fubject treated or the
aim propofed. Sometimes, for inftance, one muft
ufe the plain familiar {tyle; fometimes the figured
and pathetic ; and at others rife into the folemn and
majeftic : now fpread out his di{courfe to explain or
amplify a point, then contract it, to give it greater
weight and force. It fhould, likewife, be raifed or
lowered, to the pitch or key which is fuited moft to
the greateft part of the audience.”

Preaching the peculiar doctrines of grace, as they
are called, is the moft effectual way to prevent errors
and divifions among Chriftians ; is, on the whole,
moft popular ; and hatli in every age been the means
of convincing and converting finners, and of building
them up in holinefs and comfort, through faith unto
falvation : and in the fame proportion as this hath
been neglected, the power of godlinefs hath declined
and languifhed, till a cold formality hath at length
given way to the open profeflion of infidelity itfelf.
Much depends on the right method of preaching the
gofpel. If a preacher keep out of fight Chrift and
him crucified, and the difcriminating and peculiar
glories and doctrines of the gofpel, and dweli chiefly
on moral fubjects, errors will take place, fectaries
arife, vital piety decay, and infidclity be openly pro-
fefled. On preaching the PECULIAR POCTRINES of
grace, 2 judicious and efteemed writer has the fol-
lowing obfervation.

“ "T'hat where a great and univerfal neglect of
preaching Chrift hath prevailed in a Chriftian nation,
it hath given a fatal occafion to the growth of infi-
delity and dceifm : for when people have heard the
fermons of their minifters for many years together,
and find little of Chrift in them, they have taken it
in their heads that men may be ve'y good, and go
fafe to lieaven, withcut Chriftianity ; and, thercfore,
though they dwell n a lund wheic the gofpel is pro-
tefled, they imagine there is no need they fhould be
Cariflians.”’—"1o which T may add, that every revi-
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val of religion has been introduccd and carried on,
through the blefling of God, by preaching the pecu-
liar doctrines of grace. 'Thele, and thefe alone, have
been, and ever will be, the wifdom and power of God
unto falvation.

I have attempted to delineate the characier of a
Jaithful minifte;r of Chrift. And, fhall clofe the dif-
courfe by a fhort addrefs to the candidate for ordi-
nation, and to the people to be committed to his
paftoral care.

And, firflt, to the candidate for ordination to the
evangelical miniftry. By prayer and laying on the
hands of the prefbytery are you to be fet apart to
the holy miniftry. The power of ordination is vefted
in the paftors of the churches, by the exprefs will of
Chrift and his infpired apoftles. On this day’s fo-
lemnity, you will adore the footfteps of that fovereign
Providence, whofe way is a great deep. It is early
for you to be introduced into the arduous work of
the gofpel miniftry. Your inexperience, however,
will be relieved by the counfels of the aged fervant
of the Lord, with whom you are to be affociated in
the golpel of the grace of God. In refpectful atten-
tion to kim, under the burdens of age, in ftudy, in
prudence, in zeal, and in {foundnefs of faith, be all
which he could with you to be. How affecting mulft
it be to him to refign up, as it were, his people, to
whom for fuch a length of years he has been a pain-
ful laborer in the goipel! o e you come, and take
his place! affecting {cene to him, 2r:d {folemn to you.

Behold the people, whom vou u = to inftruct, and
to whom you are to break the i i of life. How
folemn the thought of taking uynre e the charge of
fouls ! how anxious muft this dey e to you; aday
big with your happinefs or woc! Their felicity and
your’s, are now to be connected. The tear of labor-
ing diftrefs will flow. 'The deep figh will heave. Un-
utterable folicitude muft fill the mind. The man,
who enters the work of the evangelical miniltry,
knows not what a weight he takes upon himfelf, till
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taught by experience. Let your firft care be to feek
the fpirit of vital religion {or yourfelf. The faithful
minifter muft be a good man, a regenerated man, a
difciple of Chrift indeed. Let all your abilities and
acquirements be facred to religion. Give yourfelf
wholly to reading, meditation and prayer. Give
yourfelf to a life of ftudy. Shunning carefully, fuper-
ftition, enthufiafm and bigotry, be candid and liberal.
By = dignified courfe of conduct, by meeknefs and
wif{dom, prudence and firmnefs, honor religion. As
the way to avoid infults and rudenefs in the petulant,
treat all men with propriety, and your own people
" with tendernefs and affection. If difficulties arife, heal
them with a lenient hand. More of a minifter’s hap-
pinefs and ufefulnefs depend on a meek, candid, for-
bearing temper, than can eafily be conceived. Call-
ing no man mafter, think for yourfelf, but never
once imagine, that true independence of fentiment
confifts in differing from others, or in a contempt of
their opinions. A great mind will be flow in diffent-
ing from the common faith, and tremble to deviate
from it ; and the common faith is known by the
creeds of the church, in different ages and countries.
Honeftly, plainly and fervently preach the glorious
gofpel of the Son of God, its peculiar doctrines.
Bend all the powers of your foul to advance the in-
terefts of vital godlinefs. Endeavour always to feel
your {ubject, and accountablenefs to an omnifcient
God. Be what you preach. Live a life of near com-
munion with God, and of prayerfulnefs. A holy life
recommends religion, by a kind of filent eloquence,
more emphatic and prevailing than any words.

I would next addrefs myfelf, in a few words, to
the church and congregation that wfually convene
here to werfhip God. You have heard the character
of a faithtul minifter of Chrift. Happy, happy indeed
is that people, who have fuch an one over them in
the Lord! And you fee what fort of preaching you
are to value. Behold the man who is now to be fet
apart to the labours of the gofpel among you. We




22 A FAITHFUL MINISTER.

trult he will make a rarTHFUL MINISTER—wWill
preach Chrift Jefus the Lord, and be evangelical in
his general ftrain.

Brethren and friends in the Lord, we congratu-
late you, on this day’s folemnity. You have long—
more than half a century, fat under the preaching of
your worthy paftor—we truft a faithful minifter of
Chrift. By realon of age, he is unable any longer
to perform the duties of fo arduous 2 work. He has
generoufly relinquithed his pecuniary demands upon
you, that you might be able to fupport another min-
ifter. His heart’s defire and prayer for you, have
been that you might unite in calling one to take the
paftoral care of you, while he lived. With flowing
tears and a fecling heart, he now witnefles the joyful
fight. Remember how this worthy faithful minifter
of Chrift has warned—rebuked—exhorted—prayed
with, and taught you, according to the form of found
words delivered by the Apoftles. Forget him not,
Let him have a place, in your prayers, in your hearts,
and in your kindnefs, the refidue of his days.*

In regard to him, who is now to be confecrated to
the holy miniftry, be willing to have him preach the
great doctrines of grace, all the doctrines of Chrift,
and to build morality upon a gofpel bafis. Be can-
did and unprejudiced, attentive and affectionate.—
Let fweet benevolence reign among you. Let kind
offices and a generous heart foften the lot of your
minifter. It is in your power to riake him either a
happy, or wretched man. Encouiage him by fricnd-

* The Church and Congregation of Newington, the sccond
Socicty in Wethersfield, have enjoyed the labors of three
ministers of the gospel.—-"he Church was gathered October
3, 1722—Qctober 17, 1722, the Rev. FEisha Willlems wys
ordained 1o the pastoral care of the Church and people—
April 1726 he was removed to the rectorship of Yale Ceoliege.
~—Dzcember 25, 1726, Rev. Simon Backus was ovdained : in
1745, he died in the Garrison as chaplain, Cape DBreton.—
November 11, 1747, the Rev, Jushua Belden was ordaited.
And—January 16, 1803, the Rev, Joad Brace, wus ordained
colleague Pastor with him.
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fhip—and above all, by a conftant, diligent, and
ferious attendance on his miniftry. Be always found
in your place, on each revolving {abbath, as well as
hein his place. Reverence all religious and moral in-
ftitutions. Admire the excellence—ftudy the doc-
trines—obferve the ordinances—practife the duties
—and exemplify the virtues of religion.—All the
means of grace are defigned to bring you to holinefs
and happinefs—to faith——repentance, and eternal
life.—We with you a blefling out of the houfe of the
Lord.—Finally brethren, farewell. Be of one mind,
and live in peace, and the God of love and peace
fhall be with you.

Let all the numerous concourfe of people
now convened, learn the importance of the means
of grace, and miniftrations of the gofpel. Make
fuch an improvement of them, where you enjoy
them, as that they may render you happy. Seek
the divine blefling to accompany them, and to render
them effectual to your falvation. Reverence your
Creator—love your Saviour—ftudy your Bibles—
hear the voice of confcience. Attend fupremely to .
the things of eternity ; then, when your probation-
ary term fhall be clofed, you will afcend to the
world of glory.—~And pow to the King, immortal,
eternal, and invifible be rendered through Jefus
Chrift, all honor, glory, and praifc from all on earth,
and all in heaven.




