The Rev. J. W. C. PENNINGTON, (a gentleman of colour, and pastor
of a Congregational church in Hartford, Connecticut,) rose, amid loud
applause, to move—

“That this meeting deeply regrets the sanction given by her Majesty’s
Government to a scheme of emigration from Africa to the West Indies, as
of dangerous tendency, inasmuch as, in her judgement, it is not called
for by existing circumstances, and can only be carried into effect at an
enormous expense, to be borne chiefly by those whose interests it will
seriously affect, for the benefit of the planters and non-resident proprietors,
and which is, moreover, open to serious objections, on account of the dis-
parity of the sexes which it allows to be introduced into the colonies; and,
inasmuch, also, as it affords a pernicious example to slave-holding states
to people their territories and colonies with nominally free, though really
enslaved Africans; thus creating a new form of slave-trading, which
no treaties can reach and no laws can cure. That this meeting equally
regrets the relaxation of the restrictions placed on the export of Indian
labourers to Mauritius, which though henceforth subject to Governmental
control, is open to most of the objections urged against emigration from
Africa to the West Indies, and is obnoxious to the charge of allowing the
unlimited importation into that island of the male sex only—an arrange-
ment, against which they earnestly protest as immoral and alike injurious
to the native and the imported labourers.”

I have consented to move this resolution, with the understanding that my
remarks shall have some latitude. To one who has been in the habit of
calm observation, it must be evident that the world is approaching a great
crisis. (Hear, hear.) Commotion seems to be the order of the day;
one strange and dreadful event appears to tread rapidly on the heels off]
another. Remedies are multiplied, but diseases, political and moral
seem to fasten upon the very vitals of society. Hence, the philanthro-
pist, the politician, and the Christian, are continually inquiring what is
the matter, and what is the remedy. Remedies, | have said, are multi-
plied, but the failures are almost equally numerous. Hence, it is apparent
that in a great degree society is disorganised; and it behoves us to
inquire into the cause. It originates in the dismemberment of those por-
tions of the human family who have been long and cruelly disfranchised.
(Hear, hear.) The human family, taken as a whole, are like the body.

Each class is a limb; every limb sustains it appropriate relation. Strike
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off a limb, and you injure the whole body. (Cheers.) To treat any one
class of the human family without a respect to the relationship they sus-
tain, is to do injury to the entire body, and to diffuse pain throughout ot.
Here is the exact position of that limb of the human family which I repre-
sent to-day. For hundreds of years it has been dismembered from the trunk,
and hence mutual pain, mutual disease, mutual agony, mutual trouble
throughout the whole body. Again, I ask, What is the remedy? It

is direct, it is close, it is reasonable. Restore the dismembered limb.
(Cheers.) I have great pleasure in moving this resolution, because it will
call upon you to protest against all the petty policy that has been pur-
sued with respect to Africa, from the days of Charles the Fifth of Spain
down to the present moment. | protest against the scheme of emigration
from Africa, because it involves a line of policy inadequate to meet the
necessities of that country, and unworthy of being adopted by one nation
towards another. | protest against it, because that country has an ample
extent of land; it has splendid rivers; it has exhaustless resources; it
abounds in gold dust, in ivory, in palm oil, and furnishes room enough
for all its inhabitants. (Cheers.) There is no use, therefore, in transporting
them from its shores. | protest against it, because | would first call upon
the nations to do justice to those portions of the family of Africa whom they
have already stolen and enticed away, before they think of the removal
of others. Let the United States emancipate all that are found within

her territories. Let Great Britain educate and refine the 800,000 freemen
in her colonies. She has already enough to whom to do justice, ere she
entices others away. (Cheers.) | have said that the dismemberment of
society is the occasion of all its troubles and pains. Let me fasten your
attention on this view of the subject. | am not one of those who would
maintain that portions of society which have long been in possession of
power and privilege have had their energies exhausted; but | do maintain
that we have arrived at a great crisis in the course of time and events;
that the hand of Providence has been placed on the ear, and that the
mandate is, that it shall proceed no further till all the passengers are in.
(Hear, hear.) Or, if you choose to change the figure, suppose the case

of a ship, about to sail with 100 passengers, all of whom have been
registered, and have paid their fare. Fifty only are on board; shall

the ship sail without the rest? | am persuaded, that if the noble lord

Black Abolitionist Archives, Doc. No. 06951

June 28, 1843
Pennington, J. W. C.
Anti-Slavery Reporter

af & limb, sod pan ingure Bae whale by, (Cheer, ) Tho treat any ooe
ol of the bamen Tamily witlout & respast io fhe rebiimehip Uiy wui-
Bafnn, B 0 b Dfiry io ke aniien kgl and e Biluss pain fhranghoat i,
lere s he exnct posilien af ted limb ol 1l hien Taeily slioh 1 regre-
senbida-duy. Forhandralsof years & haa lien disnmeniberad fram Eie trusk,
ol letpne myataal pain, swabusl diseas, raabml mpony,. Avdbdal ren ke
ibraeghant the whele body.  Aguis, 1 ask, What §s the remeadp @ DL
iu ek, #t @ ke, Ii s reassble,  Nestara ke dismedbired linl.
[Cheees.d [ have great plassurs in moving fhis raelolin, hisine it will
eall wpens ypam G probost sgenst ol ghe peity paloy that bas lees por-
mscd with respect o Alr, Seok the deys | of Charles ik Pith of Bpain
dissna 10 Ghe peesend moavetrl. 1 profest sgelnet the scheme of conigratios
Froaws Afvics, licarss it mvolves o line of policy fasdeigials o et the
niecoas Ues of thak cumnbry, wad] Wprasr :I.:, al edien :.J.1||rJ Ly are malion
taranks siriller. T ot agaliia &, lecaess ihat country bes as werigle
gatoryd of el | Ik has splonadid rivers; i bes cahaistles pesdia
shawda in gakl dust, in oy i pale el @8d farsldiss racs meogh
foor sl Bod mkabdnarga. [Clesivs) Thers la oo oea, Berchere. m Leses portiog
thn froaw ke dicres, [ protest apeinet i, oasse | soild Sree all upon
dhe pabici b do jestics ta thass portieo of 1l By f Alncs swhom By
foave dlecaly stelen s fatios] awey, Sefara they tink of Ghe ool
af sthers, Lot tha Unksl Biies emascipale ol thit e Teiimid wilbdn
her erriloris: Lot Geeat Hrimn edbicats diel perin thie 806, 06 fresmmen
b coloaios, e bas abesly enanghie whom de da juslice, e sls
athoed athers pwwy,  (Clewre) 1 heva mdad et (b anlprine it of
sraiety i the accmian of all #s troabdes and paisd, Let e Tasis yaer
attenlien on this vicw ol the mibjest, 1 o wof oge ol choss wha would
Wi et portiers of aoclety whick hove loag been in posscsion of

pares smi] privilege bave had thele seng i exhalil ; bk L i mainiain
st we hare arcived af 8 groat arsls i the gsursd of tme wil evenls §
that the lemil of Pravidenss hem been plecal om the ar, ared thal the
ke b (ke & ekl ||m:h.1|| rea furCher till all the prosmpgers are N,
[ Hewd, bear.) O, if you choass 46 ghangs ila fgues; sapoee the ciad
of & elig, sboek o exl wih 100 passergans, all of wlem lav baon
reglaterial, uel bave (el fledr fee,  Filly oolyoare @ heards sl
than sl muil withont the pest 1 am |-|T-|::||"I._I|_-l'- N wibde bord

Page 2



were the commander of that ship, he would not weigh anchor till all were
on board. (Cheers.) But I rejoice to know that God is the Commander
of the ship, and that he says that the anchor shall not be weighed, a sail
shall not be hoisted, until all the passengers are embarked. (Cheers.)

My race constitute the rejected passengers, and the mandate of Provi-
dence is, that the ship shall not depart without them. There is

mutiny among the passengers, and if the noble lord were among

the fifty, he would protest against the sailing of the vessel until

the remainder were on board. (Cheers.) And on board they must, go

or the ship cannot sail. | have been much pleased with the re-

marks made by his Lordship with regard to English and Irish emigrants
to America; and more especially that he referred to the fact that

Irish emigrants are amongst the most inveterate foes to human rights. It
is greatly to be lamented that the subjects of the British empire do not
carry their principles with them to America. (Applause.) When | came
to this country, two of my fellow passengers were slave-holders, one a
Briton, and the other an Irishman. The latter told me more than once
that he knew his slaves in Kentucky had more to waste than his friends in
Ireland had to live upon. (Laughter, and ironical cheers.) | appeal to

the audience, never at the peril of liberty to countenance the idea that we
are to have perpetual slavery. (Cheers.) | wish to make known to-day,
before heaven and earth, that if you are to have perpetual slavery, you
cannot have the black man for a perpetual slave. (Immense cheers.) |
am prepared to abide by this position. | say it advisedly, that our ser-
vitude, which has been a submissive and a bloody one, is nearly out, and
therefore, if slavery is to be perpetual, the question comes—who are to be
the slaves? (Cheers.) Who shall settle this question? Will the

British Government, the British nation, or any other government or nation,
undertake the settlement of this question? | imagine that I see an indi-
vidual enter the door before me; he throws his eye around the audience;
he advances and delivers a message; the message is brought to the noble
chairman, who announces to the meeting that the man designs to take
some one from this hall and make him a slave, and the meeting are to
decide who that individual shall be. | ask your Lordship and your fellow
citizens, would any one be prepared to stand up and assign a reason why

I should not be that slave. (Cheers.) | believe the audience intended to
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respond in the negative, | then ask, why treat my people so? (Re-

newed cheers.) | am the representative of that people, and what | gain
anywhere and everywhere, | gain for every manacled slave in America,
and for every benighted African in the world. (Loud cheers.) Allow me
to say, in conclusion, that | do not stand here to recriminate. Though I
have a country that has never done me justice, yet | must return to it, and
I shall not therefore recriminate. It has pleased God to make me black
and you white, but let us remember, that whatever be our complexion, we
are all by nature labouring under the degradation of sin, and without the
grace of God are black at heart. (Hear, hear.) 1 know of no

difference between the depraved heart of a Briton, an American, or an
African. There is no difference between its colour, its disposition, and its
self-will. There is only one mode of emancipation from the slavery of
sin, from the blackness of heart, and that is by the blood of the Son of God.
(Hear, hear.) Whatever be our complexion, whatever our kindred and
people, we need to be emancipated from sin, and to be cleansed from our
pollution by the all-prevailing grace of God. I bless his name, that in
Christ there is neither Jew nor Greek, Barbarian nor Scythian, bond nor

free, but all are one. (Long continued applause.)
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