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Ty an Inberitance—referved in Heaven Sfor you.

H E Defire of Happinefs is common to all
intelligent Beings : It is fo interwoven in
the Conftitution of human Nature, that it can
never be feparated fromit: It animates the Prince
upon the Throne, and the Peafant in his humble
Cottage : It fprings up in our Breafts in the early
Dawn of Life, it attends us in our maturer Age,
it does not defert us at the Gates of Death, but
accompanies us through every Period of our Ex-
iftence.

We all defire to be happy — But the greateft
part of Mankind know not where this Bleffing 13
to be obtained. They ereé their Altars to ima-
ginary Idals, and feek Satisfaction in fenfual In-
dulgencies, which inevitably difappoint their Ex-
peftations. :

The Complaints of all Ages are {ufficient to
convince us, that thisEarth is not the Place where
Happinefs is to be found. Its brighteft Days are
fhaded with melancholly Clouds : Its fweeteft en-
joyments ‘are infeCted with many bitter Ingre-
dients : Its higheft Pleafures afford only a tranfient
Flath of Delight, and frequently end in Satiety
and Difguft.
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4 HEAVEN THE RESIDENCE

We find by conftant Experignce, that the Scenes
of the prefent Life are perpetuall varying :
.‘?ucnteﬁ‘;}on of Hopes an:li‘c.’{rs, of)floys}a:c? Soi
rows, attends us from the Cradle to the Grave,

Muft we then renounce all Hopes ofI'-Iappinefs
for ever; and refign ourfelves up to a dark and
inconfolable Defpair? No! The CrraTor and
Fatrzer of the Univerfe has pot cohfigned Man,
his favourite Offspring, to unavoidable Mifery .
He is the Rewarder of them that diligently feck Him,
He has provided an Happinefs for them beyond
the Dominion of Death, The prefent Life is the
Infancy of our Being; if we improve it aright,
we fhall fhortly attain to #be Stature of perfeil Men
i CHRIST Jrsvs, and enter upon a nobler State
of Exiftence. While upon Earth, we inhabit a
Valley of Tears; but Heaven is the Seat of un-
mingled Felicity and Joy.

This Hope, the Apoftle fets before the primi-
tive Chriftians, to fupport them under their dif.
tinguithing Trials, to animate them to the zeal-
cus Dilcharge of the various Duties of the Chrif-
tian Life; Bleffed be God, the Fatber of our Lord
FefusChrift, which according to bis abundant Mercy,
kath begatten us again to a lively Hope, by the Re-
Jurrediion of Fefus Chrift from the Dead : To an In-
beritance incorruptible and yndefiled, and that Sfadetk
not awayy RESERVED IN HEAVEN FOR YoU.

In fpeaking to the Words of my Text, I fhall
thow,—Thar Heaven is the appointed Refidence
of
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of the People of Gop in a future World: And
then take a View of fome of the magnificent De-
{criptions which are given of Heaven in the Word
of Gonp.

Firs7, T am to fhow, that Heaven is the ap-
pointed Refidence of the People of Gop in a fu-
ture World.

They have bere no continuing City. Heaven is
the Place defigned for their eternal Abode : Into
this Place the penitent Thief was tranflated im-
mediately after he expired upon the Crofs : Our
blefled Lorp, amidft the Agonies of diffolving
Nature, addrefies him in Language becoming the
Prixce or Luse 5 This Day thou fhalt be with me
iz Paradife. Into this delightful Abode, the
Spirit of departed Lazarus was conveyed by mi-
niftring Angels. No fooner was he delivered from
the Sorrows of this mortal State, but he was ad-
mitted to the RefreThments of Agranam’s Bofom.

The Spirits of juft Men, while upon Earth, re-
fide in Tabernacles of Clay, which muft fhortly
be refolved into their original Duft, But they have
& Building not made with Hands, eternal in the Hea-
vens.  Even while they dwell in this the Land of
their Pilgrimage, they feck @ better, even an bea-
venly Country. G op, who condefcends to ftile
himfelf their FaTuer and their Frieno, will not
difappoint thofe Hopes, which are founded on
the Promifes of his Word, but will exceed their
largeft Expectations.

B
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"The enlivening Profpect of an Entrance intd
this happy Place, reconciled Saint PauL to the
Thoughts of his approaching Diffolution : He
defired to be abfent from the Body, that be might be
prefent with the LORD.

When our divine Mafter took an affeCtionate
Farewel of his favourite Apoftles, He comforted
them with this kind and condefcending Promife;
I go ta prepaic a Place for you 5 I will come again
and receive you to myfelf that where I am, ye may
e alfo.

We know, that when our bleffed Lorp had
finithed his Work upon Farth, He was received
into the higheft Heavens in the View of his
aftonifhed Difciples, attended with a radiant
Guard of Angels, He entred into the Courts
above, fo appear for us in the Prefence of God.
Him muft the Heaven of Heavens receive’ until
the Times of the Reftitution of all Things (a). If
then the Souls of departed Saints are to be with
CHRIST, as we are affured by the unerringOraclcs
of ‘Truth, they muft be received into Heaven:
For this is the Place where our blefled Redeemer
refides; from thence he iffues out his authorita-
tive Orders, and governs the Worlds of Nature

and Grace, for the Advantage of his Church.

SECONDLY, WE NOw proceed to take a View

agnificent Defcriptions that arc

of fome of the m
he Word of Gop.

given us of Heaven in t
We

(a) Adts il1, 21,
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We are indeed, at prefent, to0 diftant from this
fuperior World to form an adequate Idea of its
Excellency and Glory. It is in a great meafure
an unknown Country : Its Glories are covered
with a Veil ; they ar¢ only difcovered by an Eye
of Faith. Let us extend our View to the utmoft
Limits of our prefent Capacity, W€ thall form as
defective Conceptions of thefe exalted Regions;
as a Man confined all his Days to a folitary Dun-
geon, could of the Pomp and Grandeur of the
moft magnificent Palace. But, blefled be Gops
though we are not capable of a full View, we may
take a diftant Profpect of the heavenly World.
We are not left intirely in the Dark; we may
form fome faint Conception of the Happinefs of
thofe who are admitted into it.

The Sox or Gop defcended from Heaven #0
bring Life and Tmmortality to Light. He has given
us fuch an Account of this unfeen State, as 1s
adapted to our prefent Situation and - Circum-
ftances. Enough is difcovered to infpire us with
ardent Defires after it, and engage usto the moft
a&tive and earneft Endeavours to preparc for it.
Though we muft pafs through the Shades of
Death before we enter into this Land of Life and
Light; yet we may view it asdefcribed in thefacred
Scriptures, While travelling through this dark
and uncomfortable Defert, we are permitted to
behold, as in a Landfcape, the promifed Canaan.

The ftrongeft Images are employed to fhadow
out its invifible Glories, The Charms of Nature

and
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and Art are defcribed in Strains of the fublimeft
Eloquence, to give us the moft lively Profpc& of
the Happinefs of its glorified InHabitangs.
It is reprefented 4s & City, = not like thofe ereGed
by human Hands, which are' often’ difturbed by
inteftine Divifions, and deftroyed by hoftileNeigh.
bours: Bur 2 Gity founded upon an immoveable
Bafis, whofe Maker and Builder is God. fts Citizens
are for ever exempted from the Affaults of Pain,
the Ravages of War, and the Futy of the Ele-
ments. It is free from thefe melancholly Acei.
dents which have often depopulatéd the moft
flourifhing Commiunities, and transformed the
{uperb Palaces of Pfinces into Heaps of Ruin,
Into this City entreth nothing that defileth or dif.
trefleth its Inhabitants. ‘There i 7, Night, for
the Prefence of the Lord God Alighty enlightneth i,
The Beams of his bleffed Countenance
perpetual and unclouded Day,

But further, to give us' the moft exalted Tdea
of the Dignity and Privileges to which the Righte-
ous are advanced, they are reprefented as poffefs-
ing a Kingdom; a Kingdom is the uttioft With of
ambitious and afpiring Mortals. To enjoy. this,
they form the moft' areful Intrigues, encounter
the moft formidable Dangers, wade through Fields
of Blood, and often facrifice the Lives of their
deareft Friends, If they fucceed to the Extent of
their Withes, how ofién are ea
undermined by fecret T'reachery, or overthrown
by open Violence ? The Crowns

form a

rthly Kingdoms

of Princes are

lined
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lined with Thorns; their diftinguifhed Heads
become the Marks againft which the Shafts of
Envy and Malice are perpetvally difcharged :
Their*fidminiftration is rendred uneafy by popu-
lar Difcontents, and the public Tranquillity de-
ftroyed by Schemes of Ambition and Avarice.

But the Kingdom of the Juft is at all Times
free from thefe difagreeable Circumftances. There
the Lorp Goo omnipotent reigneth: The moft
confummate Wifdom, .impartial Juftice, conde-
{cending Goodnefs, are difplayed in every Part
of the divine Government. Univerfal Love reigns
in every Breaft. The Laws of Peace, Orderand
Harmony, are invariably obferved through all the
heavenly Manfions,

Heaven is called the Kingdom of Gop ; becaufe
it is the chofen Refidence of the fupreme Mo-
narch of the Univerfe. Here he has erefted his
Throne, and fixed the Seat of his eternal Em-
pire. Here he appears in the Grandeur and Ma-
jefty of aGop, and difplays the awful and amiable
PerfeCtions of his Nature. His Smiles perpetu-
ally irradiate thefe Regions. A Senfe of his Love
diffufes unutterable Joy to all the Subjelts of his
extenfive Dominion. Myriads of adoring Seraphs
furround his Throne, and with the Voice of Tri-
umph celebrate the Honours of their K1na.
Clothed with the Charms of unfading Beauty,
poflefled of angelic Strength and Vigour, they
ftand before Him in fhining Ranks, and with
quick Obedience perform his {overeign Qrders.

‘ B The




io HEAVEN THE RESIDENCE

The Spirits of dgp;zrted Saints immediately be-
come Members of this pure and perfect Society,
are admitted to the fame Dignity, partake of the
fame Joys, and with unutterable Tranfport join
in the fame Hallelujahs. The Rays which conti-
nually proceed from the Sun or RIGHTEOUSNESS,
fpread Life and Joy through every Part of this
holy Community. All that die in the Faith of
Gop’s Elett, are appointed to dwell in this King-
dom, and are the Favourites of the Kinc of
Kings. They all fhare in its Honours, Riches
and Delights. They are adorned with the Title
of Kings and Priefls unto Ged. -In this Character
they ftand before the Throne of God, and [erve bim
Day and Night. Clothed with the unfpotted
Robes of the Mediator’s Righteoufnefs, they
fhine with tranfcendent Glory. Each wears 4
Crown upon his Head, to intimate the Honour
to which he is advanced : All have Palms in their
Hands, as Enfigns of Vittory and Triumph.
‘What is the Splendor of an earthly Court, when
compared with the dazzling Luftre in which the
Sons o Gop appear in the Kingdom of their
Father ?

I add, the Habitation of the Righteous is not
only defcribed as a Place of Dignity, but.Plea-
fure. To guard againft the imaginary Dream of
a Mabometan Paradife, its Pleafures are repre-
{ented as pure and fpiritual ; fuch as exalt our
Natures, and form us to a Refemblance of the
Great FaTuer of our Spirits.

In
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In this celeftial Paradife, ample Provifion is
made to fupply the Wants, fatisfy the Delfires,
complete the Happinefs of the illuftrious Refi-
dents. They are freed from thofe Diforders of
Body, thofe Diftrefi*s of Mind, which attend us
through every Stage of our Pilgrimage upon
Earth. None of the Inbabitants [ay they are fick :
They flourith in immortal Youth and Vigour.
The reviving Prefence of Gop banifheth all Sor-
row from their Breafts, and his own kind Hand
wipes all Tears from their Eyes. The Lams, which
is in the midft of the Throne, feeds them with the
beavenly Manna, and leads them teo Fountains of
living Waters. Then thall be fulfilled in the fub-
limeft Senfe that confolatory Promife, Behbold,
the Tabernacle of God is with Men; He will dwell
with them, and they fball be bis People ; and God
bimfelf fball be their God (5). This contains every
thing which is requifite to complete and perpe-
tuate our Happinefs ; an Happinefs fuperior to
our largeft Defires; an Happinefs which furpafles
our higheft Imaginations.

APPLICATION.
This Difcourfe will naturally lead us to many
profitable RerLectrons : The Time will permit
me to mention only two.

Firft, Hence we fee the aftonifhing Folly of
thofe who artach their Affection to the Vanities
B 2 of

{#) Rew. xxi. 3.
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of the prefent Life, and neglect the Glories of 2
future World. -

Who can behold, without a Mixture of Com-
paffion and Grief, inconfiderate Mortals fecking
Happinefs where it is not to be found, and after
a thoufand Difappointments, purfuing a deluding
Phantom? Captivated with pleafing Dreams,
they defpife the only Felicity of a rational and
immortalMind : With unceafling Toil, they ran-
fack the whole Creation in fearch of fomething
which will fatisfy their Defires, and in every Place
they meet with Vanity and Pexation. To uvle the
Language of Infpiration, they [pend their Money
for that which is not Btead s and their Labour for
that which fatisfeth not(c). To increafe their
Unhappinefs, they often miftake a fatal Poifon
for an agreeable Enjoyment : With eager Hafte
they take down the intoxicating Draught, which
configns them over to Death and Mifery. They
vainly expeét to be happy, in a World that lies
under the Curfe of the ALmicuTy, and ftupidly
neglect that World, where Bleflednefs flows in
an uninterrupted Stream, and makes glad the City
of God. Happinels is purchafed for us by the
Son of Gop, and the Gofpel invites us to fecure
this ineftimable Gift. But alas! Men are {o in-
fatuated, that they choofe to walk in the prohi-
bited Paths of Vice, though they lead to Hell;
and are unwilling to obferve the appointed road
of Duty, though it conduéts us fafely to the Glo-

ries
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ries of Heaven. They remain the voluntary
Slaves of Satan, when they might appear in the
Chara&er of the Sons of God. They wallow in
thofe fordid Lufts which they enjoy in common
with the Beafts that perifh, and defpife the Dig-
nity and Bleffednefs of the Angels of Light.
Fow awfully is human Naturz degraded from
its primitive Re&titude ! How altonifhing is the
Madnefs of Mankind! The Service of God is
neglefted, that we may follow the Dictates of
Appetite and Paflion: Heaven is undervalued
for the tranfitory Delights. of Earth. The Man
who lofes a Kingdom, that he may {fpend his
Time in trifling Amufements ; the Man who for-
feits an immenfe Eftate for a momentary Pleafure,
is not guilty of that Extremity of Folly, as the
Wretch who forfeits the Favour of Gop that he
may enjoy the {miles of the World, and excludes
himfelf the Joys of Paradife, that he may live
without reftraint in the Pomps and Delicacies of
the prefent Life. What is the Grandeur of a
Monarch! What the Wealth of the Indies !
What the Pleafures of the moft profperous Sen-
fualift! when compared with the unfading Ho«
nours, the incorruptible Treafures, the tran-
fporting Delights, which are referved for the
People of Gop? What Darknefs vails the Un+
derftanding ! What Stupidity poflefies the Minds
of Men ! that they prefer the Things which are
feen and temporal, to the Things which though un-

feen are eternal ?
Confider,
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Confider, O Sinner! though - the Obje@s of
Senfe may now captivate your Heart, and ren.
der you inattentive to the moft important Inte-
refts ; in a little Time your Folly will be mani-
feft before the affembled Worlds of Angels and
Men. Covered with unutterable Confufion, you
will be obliged to confefs the Abfurdity and Ex-
travagance of your Conduét. With what Amaze.
ment will you view this Earth, the Seat of al)
your Joys, become a Sacrifice to the Wrath of
an avenging God ! What Agonies muft you feel,
when thofe brutal Satisfactions, for which you
have forfeited the Joys of the divine Prefence,
fhall efcape from your Embraces for ever ? With
what Terror muft you behold a defpifed and in-
fulted Saviour defcend from Heaven, in the
Majefty and Glory of an Almighty Jupce?
With what Regret, will you fee the Patriarchs
and Prophets, and . all the Saints and Servants of
Gop, rejoicing in the Kingdom of their Father ;
while you are condemned to Blacknefs of Darknefs
or ever ?

Let the Confideration of thefe Things awaken
you out of your Security, and excite you to flee
Jrom the Wrath to come. Give all Diligence to
be found of your Judge in Peace; that when
this lower World fhall be enwrapt in Flames, and
all its admired Glories vanifh into Smoke, you
may poflefs an Inberitance, incorruptible and un-
defiled, that fadeth not away, referved in Heaven
Jor you.

Secondly,
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Secondly, How unbecoming is it for the Heirs
of Heaven to imitate the manners of this cor-
rupted Earth ?

Shall the Sons and Daughters of the moft High
Gop 2& and live like the Children of thisWorld?
Shall they who are appointed zo inberit all Things,
inceffantly toil for thofe Enjoyments which perifb
in the ufing ? Is it not below the Dignity of a
Chriftian, to indulge the leaft Attachment to the
criminal Pleafures of Sin and Senfe? Isit nota
Difgrace to our Character, to purfue the Honours
and Advantages of this Life, by the low and un-
manly Arts of Fraud and Falfhood ? Shall not
the Candidates for an unfading Crown, look
down with a generous Contempt upon the infa-
mous Pradices of Infincerity and Ingratitude ?
Shall they who are deftined to enjoy a Kingdom,
be folicitous to obtain the Favour and Applaufe
of miftaken and mifguided Mortals ? Shall they
who have an unperithing Treafure in Heaven,

meanly ftoop to grovel in the Duft of the Earth,
to obtain thofe Riches which are deftroyed by a
thoufand Accidents? Shall they who expect
fhortly to be admitted into the pure and perfect
Society of Saints and Angels, be fond of thofe
glittering Trifles, thofe defiling Amufements,
which form the Happinefs of Men who live with-
out God, without Chrift, and without Hope in the
World? No: if we are fellow-Citizens with the
Saints, and belong to the Houfbold of God ; it be-

comes us 2o bave our Converfation in Heaven, from
awbhence




16 HEAVEN THE RESIDENCE

whence we look for the great Gov, our Saviour,
We thould imitate his inftru&ive Example, who
Sor the Joy fet before bim endured the Crofs, defpif-
ing the Sbame: With unreluctant Chearfulnefs,
we fhould trace the moft thorny Road, which
leads to the Seats of Blifs : With undaunted For-
titude, we fhould difdain the Frowns and Flat-
teries of the World, when they divert us from
the Path of Duty: With unfainting Patience,
we fhould pafs through the Trials and Tribula-
tions of the prefent State 5 Knowing that our light
Affiictions; which are but for a Moment, work for
us a far more exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory
(4). If by the fovercign Appointment of Hea-
ven we are called to fuffer the Lofs of all Things
In the Caufe of our adorable Mafter, we may
chearfully make the Sacrifice: What is the
Wrath of Man, in Comparifon with the Wrath
of an omnipotent Gop ? Men may perfecute us
to Death, but the Grave places us beyond the
Reach of their Cruelty and Malice: They may
difmifs us from an uneafy World, but they can-
not exclude us the Delights of Paradife : They
may remove us from this Valley of Tears; but
this will introduce us into the Foy of our Lord.
Bleffed are the Dead which die in the Lord, from
benceforth s Yea, [aith the Spirit, that they may
reff from theirdabours, and their Works do Sollow
them (e).

This

(4) z Cor, iv. 17,

(¢) Rev. xiv, 13.




=

T ——

OF FHRE ‘SAINTS. 17

This naturally leads fhe to {peak of my de-
cealéed Friend and Dear Brothér, the Rev. Mr
GeorGE WHITEFIELD, whofe fudden and lament-
ed Death occafioned the prefent Difcourfe. 1
am not fond of funeral Panegyrics, which are
oftener adapted to flatter the Dead than inftru&
the Living. But where Perfons have been dif-
tinguithingly honoured by Heaven, and employ-
ed o do uncommon Service for Gop’s Church
upon Earth, it would be criminal Ingratitude to
fuffer them to drop into the Duft without t
moft refpectful Notice: The Memory of the Fuft
15 blelled ! Pofterity will view Mr WrITEF1ELD,
in many Reipeéts, as one of the moft extraordi-
nary Characters of the prefent Age. His zea-
lous, inceflant and fuccefsful Labours, in Zux-
rope and America, are without a Parallel,

Devoted, early to Gop, he took Orders as foon
as the Conftitution of the Eftablithed Church in
England allowed. His firft Appearance in the
Work of the Miniftry was attended with fur-
prifing Succefs. The largeft Churches in ZLon-
don were not able to contain the Numbers thar

_perpetually flocked to hear his awakening Dif-

courfes. The Crouds daily encreafed. He was
foon forced into the Fields, followed by Multi-
tudes; who hung with filent Attention upon his
Lips, and with Avidity received the Word of
Life. The Spirit of Gop, in uncommon Mea-
fure, defcended upon the Hearers. The Secure
were awakened to a falutary Fear of Divine

c Wrath;
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Wrath; and inquiring Minds were directed to
Jesus the only Saviour of a revolted World.
The Vicious were vifibly reclaimed, and thofe
who had hitherto refted in a Form of Godlinefs,
were made acquainted with the Power of a Di-
vine Life. The People of Gop were refrefhed
with the Confolations of the blefled Spirit, and
rejoiced to fee their exalted MASTER going on
fram Conquering to conquer 3 and Sinners of all Or-
ders and Chara&ers bowing to the Scepter of 2
crucified Saviour.

His Zeal could not be confined within the
Britify [fands : His ardent Defire for the Wel-
fare of immortal Souls conveyed Him to the
diftant Shores of America. We beheld, a new
Star arife in the Hemifphere of thefe Weftern
Churches, and its falutary Influences were dif-
fufed, through a great Part of the Britifb Set-
tlements in thefe remote Regions. We heard
with Pleafure from a Divine of the Epifcopal
Communion, thofe great Doftrines of the Gof-
pel which our venerable Anceftors brought with
them from their native Country. With a Soul
elevated above a fond Attachment to inftitut-
ed Forms and Ceremonies, he inculcated that pure
and unadulterated Religion, for the Prefervation
of which our Fathers banifhed themfelves into
an uncultivated Defert. In his repeated Pro-
grefles through the Colonies, he was favoured
with the fame Succefs which attended him on the
other fide of the Atlantic. He preached from

Day
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Day to Day in thronged Affemblies; yet his
Hearers never difcovered the leaft Wearinels,
but always followed Him with increafing Ardour.
When in the Pulpit, every Eye was fixed on h's
expreflive Countenance ; every Ear was charmed
with his melodious Voice; all forts of Perfons
were captivated with the Propriety and Beauty
of his Addrefs.

But it is not the fine Speaker—the accomplifh-
ed Orator—that we are to celebrate from the fa-
cred Defk: Thefe engaging Qualities, if not
fan&tified by Divine Grace, and confecrated to
the Service of Heaven, are as the founding Brafs
and the tinkling Cymbal. When mifimproved,
inftead of conveying Happinefs to Mankind,
they render us more illuftrioufly miferable.

The Gifts of Nature, the Acquifitions of Art,
which adorned the Character of Mr WHITEFIELD,
were devoted to the Honour of Gopo, and the
Enlargement of the Kingdom of our divine Re-
pEsMER.—While He preached the Gofpel the
Holy Ghoft was fent down to apply it to the
Coniciences of the Hearers; the Eyes of the
Blind were opened, to behold the Glories of a
compaffionate Saviour; the Ears of the Deaf
were unftopped, to attend to the Invitations of
incarnate Love; the Dead: were animated with
a divine Principle of Life ; many in all Parts of
the Liand were turned from Darknefs ta Light, and
from the Power of Satan unto God. 'Thole Doc-
trines which we had been inftru¢ted in from our

c2 Infancy

e e L -
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Infancy by our Faithful Paftors, feemed to ac-
quire new Force, and were attended with un-
common Succefs when delivered by Him.  His
Difcourfes were not trifling Speculations, but
contained the moft interefting Truths : They were
not an empty Play of Wit, but folemn Addreffes
to the Hearts of Men.

To convince Sinners that they were &y Nature
Children of Wrath; by Prattice Tran{greflors of
the Divine Law; and in Confequence of thiss
expofed to the Vengeance of offended Heaven
to difplay the tranfcendent Excellency of a Sa-
viour, and perfuade awakened Minds to confide
in his Merits and Righteoufnefs, as the only
Hope of a guilty World ; to Impreis upon the
Profeflors of the Gofpel the Neceflity, not only
of an outward Reformation, but an internal
Change, by the powerful Influences of theSpirity
to lead the Faithful to a zealous Praétice of the
various Duties of the,Chriftian Life, that they
may evidence the Sincerity of their Faith, and
adorn the Dofirine of Gop their Saviour ; thefe
were the reigning Subjeéts of his Pulpit Dif-
courfes.

If Sinners were converted, if Saints were
built up in Faith, Holinefs and Comfort, He
attained his utmoft Aim.

He was no contracted Bigot, but embraced
Chriftians of every Denomination in the Arms of
his Charity, and acknowledged them to be the
Children of the fame Father, Servants of the

fame
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fame Mafter, Heirs of the fame undefiled Inhe-
ritance.

That I am not complimenting the Dead, but
Jpeak the Words of Truth and Spbernefs, 1 am per-
fuaded I have many Witnefles in this Afilembly.

He was always reeeived by Mulutudes with
Pleafure, when He favoured thefe Parts with his
Labours ; but he never had a more obliging Re+
ception than in his laft Vifit,. Men of the firft
Diftinction in the Province, not only attended
his Miniftry, but gave him the higheft Marks of
their Refpeét.  With what Faithfulnefs ‘did ‘he
declare unto us the whole Coynfel of Gad ? With
what Solemnity did he reprove us for our in-
ereafing Degeneracy ? With what Zeal did He
exhorts us, To remember from whence we were
Sallen, and rvepent and do' our firlt Works, lef God
Should come and. remove qur Candleflick out of its
Placg 2

Upon every.Occalion He exprefied an un-
common Concern for our Civil as well as Rel:-
gious Privileges, the dear-bought Purchafe of our
Heroic Ancestors.’ With what Fervency did
He pray that they might be tranfmitted entire to
the moft diftant Pofterity ? He embraced every
Opportunity, in.public and private, to perfuade
us to lay afide our party Prejudices ‘and Paffions,
that with undivided Hearts we might unite in
every proper Method to fecure our future Prof-
perity.

Animated
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Animated with a Godlike Defign of promoting
the temporal and fpiritval Happinefs of Man-
kind, after the Example of his Divine Matfter,
He went about doing Good. 1In this he perfevered
with unremitting Ardour and Affiduity till Death
removed him to" that Reft which remains for the
People of God. - Perhaps no Man, fince the Apof-
tolic Age, preached oftener, or with greater Suc-

cefs*,
It

® Ag a Specimen of his indefatigable Labours in the Work
of the Miniftry, I fet down an Account of the Sermons he
preached after his Arrival at New-Port, Rbode-/fland, to the
Time of his Death.

He failed from Neas-York, Tuefday Fuly 31, P.M, Arrived
at Neawport, Friday Auguft 3, AM

Preached Preached

Auguft 4. New-Port Auguft 24. Bofion

5. New-Port 25. Bofton

6. New-Port 26. Medford

7. New-Port 27. Charles-Town

8. New-Port 28. Cambridge

9. Providence z9. Bofton

10. Providence 30. Bofton

11. Providence 31. Roxbury-Plain

12. Providence Sept. 1. Milton

13. Attleborough 2. Roxbury

14. Wrentham 3. Bofton

15. Bofton g. Salem

16. Bofton 6. Marblehead

17. Bofton 7. Salem

18. Bofton 8. Cape-Ann

19. Malden ¢. Ipfwich

zo. Bofton 10. Newbury-Port

21. Bofton 11. Newbury-Port

z2. Bofton 1z. Rowley

23. Bofton 13. Rowley

From
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If we view his private Charadler, he will ap-
pear in a moft amiable point of Light. The po-
lite Gentleman; the faithful Friend; the en-
gaging Companion ; above all, the fincere Chrif-

tian, were vifible in the whole of his Deport-
ment. -

With large Opportunities of accumulating
Wealth, he never difcovered the leaft Tincture
i of Avarice. What he received from the Kind-

nefs of his Friends, he generoufly employed in
Offices of Piety and Charity. His benevolent
Mind was perpetually forming Plans of extenfive
Ufefulnefs. ‘The Orruan-House, which many
t Years

- From the Thirteenth of Seprember to the Seventeenth he was
detained from Public Service by a fevere Indifpofition.

Preached Preached
Sept. 17. Bolton Sept. 19. Bolton
18. Bofton 20, Newton

The 211t of September he departed from Bgffor upon a Tour
to the Eaftward, pretty much indifpofed.

Preached Preached

Sept. 23. Portfmouth, New. Sept. 26. Kittery
Hampthire 27. Old York
24. Portfmouth 28. Portfmouth

25. Portfmouth 29. Exeter.

In this laft Place he preached in the Morning in the open
Air to accommodate the Multitudes that came to hear him, no
Houfe being able to contain them: He continued his Difcourfe
an Hoar and Fifty-five Minutes, was greatly fatigued, and in
the Afternoon fat ont for Newbuary-Port, where he arrived that
Evening, went early to Bed, it being Saturday Night, intend-
ing to Preach the next Morning. He awaked feveral timesin
the Night, and complained much of a Difficulty of Breathing :
At Six 0'Clock on the Lorp’s-Day Moraing he expired in an
Afthmatic Fit, and entered upon an everlafting SazzaTh,
Sept. 30, 1770,

w T L B ot
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Years ago he ereéted in Gedrgia, and the Co.-
LeGE he was founding in that Province at the
Time of his Death, will be lafting Monuments
of his Care, that' Rericiok and Learwvine
might be propagated to future Generations.

In the midft of thefe generous Projeétions of
public Utility, the commiffioned Angel was
difpatched to d folve the vital Tie which detain-
ed him upon Earth, and permit the enlarged
Mind to afcend its native Skies, his Death was
fudden, but not by him undefired. He often
uttered an ardent With, 20 e abfent from the Bo-
dy, that be might be prefent with the Lord. He
has finithed his Work, and we doubt not has re-
ceived the Approbatien of his Masttr 4nd
JUDGE : Well dowe, thon good and faithful Ser-
vanit 5 enter Thou into the Foy of Ty Lorp !

He had a quick Tranfition from the Labours
of the Church upon Earth, to the fublimer Sers
vices of the heavenly Sanctuary ; he is feparated
from the Society of his Friends below, but unic-
ed to the nobler Society of Angels, Arch-angels, and
the Spirits of juft Men made perfeit. View him
then, not as perithing in the Duft of Death, but
entered into 2 World of Glory. Behold him
worfhipping before the Throne of Gop, not
with a Company of frail and imperfeét Mortale,
but with the general Affembly and Church of the
Eirft-born ; fhining in the unfpotted Robes of
Holinefs ;




OF THE SAINTS. 25

Holinefs ; uniting in their Hofannahs, and par-
taking of their Triumphs.

If you afk, #hat is this illuftrious Company,
and from whence do they come 2 1 anfwer, in the
Words of the Angel in the Vifion of St Fobn,
Thefe are they which come out of great Tribulation,
and bave wafbed their Robes, and made them white
in the Blood of the L.amB.

I have not, my Brethren, drawn animaginary
Portrait, but defcribed a Charater exhibited in
real Life. I have not mentioned his natural
Abilities, which were valtly above the common
Standard : I have not fpoken of the Improve-
ments he made in human Learning, in one of
the moft celebrated Univerfities in thge World :
I confider him principally in the Light of a Chrif-
tian, and a Minifter of Jesus CHrisT, in which
he fhone with a fuperior Luftre, as a Star of the
firft Magnitude.

After all, I am not reprefenting a perfelt
Man ; there are Spots in the moft fhining Cha-
racters upon Earth. But this may be faid of Mr
WaiTerieLp with Juftice, that after the moft
public Appearances for above #birty Xears, and
the moft critical Examipation of his Conduét,
no other Blemifh could be fixed upon him, than
what arofe from the common Frailties of human
Nature, and the peculiar Circumftances which
attended his firft Entrance into public Life.

D The
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The Imprudencies of unexperienced Youth, he
frequently acknowledged from the Pulpit with
a Franknefs which will for ever do Honour to
his Memory. He took care to prevent any bad
Confequences that might flow from his unguard-
ed Cenfures in the early Days of his Miniftry.
The longer he lived, the more he evidently in-
creafed in Purity of Dollvine, in Humility, Meek-
nefs, Prudence, Patience ; and the other amiable
Virtues of the Chriftian Lifs.

We are now called to remember, not only his
pathetic Difcourfes, but his excellent Example ;
we are to follow him, as far as be followed CurisT,
the enly unfpotted Pattern of Perfection.

His fudden Death calls aloud upon All to pre-
pare for that great Event, which muft decide
our Deftiny for ever. From the filent Grave,
he feems to addrefs us in the awakening Lan-
guage of our Lorp to his own Difciples: #atch
ye, therefore, for ye know not when the Mafter of
the Houfe comethy at Even, or at Midnight, or
at the Cock-crowing, or in the Morning 5 left coming
SJuddenly, be find you fleeping. And what I [ay unto
you, I fay unto all, Watch(a).

Fhe folemn Calls, the faithful Reproofs, the
compaffionate Invitations, you have heard from
this deceafed Servant of Curist, will aggravate
your Condemnation, if you die in Impenitence,
or Infidelity.

Be
(a) Mark xiiiv 3 5==37.
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Be perfuaded then to trifie no longer with

your immortal Welfare: Be awakened by the

‘Word and Providence of God, without Delay,

. to proftrate yourfelves at the Feet of our AL-
MIGHTY Saviour ; and accept of the Offers of

‘ reconciling Grace: Then, when delivered from
' the Burden of the Flefb, you will be united, with
| all who are departed, in the Faith of Gon’s Elef7

| and with them inberit a Kingdom, prepared for
' you from the Foundation of the World. Amen.
]

| 7
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An ELEGIACG POEM

On the DEAT ¢ of that celebrated Divine, and eminent
Servant of |EsuUs Curist, the Reverend and Learned

Mr GEORGE WHITEFIELD,
Chaplain to the RIGHT HoNOURABLE the
Countefs of HUN ['IN GTON, &c.

Who made his Exit from this tranfitory State, to dwell in the
celeftial Realms of Blifs, on Lorn’s Day, zoth Sept. 1770,
when he was feized with 2 Fit of the Athma, at Newbury~
Port, near Boffsn, Neaw-England.

In which is a Condolatory Addrefs to his truly noble Benefaétre(s
the worthy and pious Lady HUNTINGTON ; and the Orphan
Children in Geergia, who, with many Thoufands are left,
by the Death of this great Man, to lament the Lofs of a
Father, Friend, and Benefactor.

b 5500 g
By PHILLTS,
A Servant Girl of Seventeen Years of Age, belonging to
Mr J. WHEATLEY of Bofion:
She has been but Nine Years in this Country from Africa.

A1L happy Saint on thy immortal Throne !
To thee Complaints of Grievance are unknown
We hear no more the Mufic of thy Tongue;
Thy wonted Auditories ceafe to throng.
Thy Leffons in unequall’d Accents flow’d ;
While emulation in each Bofom glow’d.
Thou didft, in Strains of Eloquence refin’d,
Inflame the Soul and captivate the Mind.
Unhappy we, the fetting Sun deplore,
Which once was {plendid, but it fhines no more
He leaves this Earth for Heaven’s unmeafur’d Heig
And Worlds unknown receive Him from our Sigl
There WHITEFIELD wings with rapid Courfe his

And fails to Zion thro’ vaft Seas of Day.
W
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W hen his Americans were burden’d fore,
When Streets were crimlon’d with their guiltlefs Gore,
Unrivall’d Friendfhip.in his Breaft now ftrove ;
The Fruit thereof was Charity and Love
Towards America---Couldft thou do more
Than leave thy native Home, the Briti/h-Shore,
To crofs the great Atlantic’s wat’ry Road,
To fee America’s diftrefs’d Abode ?
Thy Prayers, great Saint, and thy inceffant Cries,
Have pierc’d the Bofom of thy native Skies !
Thou, Moon, haft feen, and ye, bright Stars of Light,
Have witnefs been of his Requefts by Night.
He pray’d that Grace in every Heart might dwell ;
He long’d to fee America excel;
He charg’d its Youth to let the Grace Divine
Arife, and in their future A&ions fhine;
He offer’d THAT he did himfelf receive,
A greater Gift not Gop himfelf can give:
He urg’d the Need of Him to every one;
It was no lefs than Gop’s co-equal Sow.
Take Him, ye wretched, for your only Good ;
Take Him, ye ftarvirg Souls, to be your Food.
Ye Thirfty, come to this Life-giving Stream :
Ye Preachers, take him for your joyful Theme :
Take Him, ¢ my dear Americans,” he faid ;
Be your Complaints in his kind Bofom laid :
I'ake B1M, ye Africans, he Jongs for you ;
Impartial Saviour, is his Title due ;
If you will choofe to walk in Grace’s Road,
You fhall be Sons, and Kings, and Priefts to Gop.

.
Great
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Great CounTEss *1 we Americans revere
Thy Name, and thus condole thy Grief fincere :
We mourn with thee, that Tome obfcurely plac’d,
In which thy Chaplain undifturb’d doth reft.
New-England, {ure, doth feel ; the ORPHAN’S Smart
Reveals the true Senfations of his Heart :
Since this fair Sun withdraws his golden Rays,
No more to brighten thefe diftrefsful Days,
His lonely Tabernacle {fees no more
A WaiTEFIELD landing on the Britifh Shore :
Then let us view Him in yon azure Skies :
Let every Mind with this lov’d Objeét rife.
No more can he exert his lab’ring Breath,
Seiz’d by the cruel Meflenger of Death.
What can his dear America return,
But drop a Tear upon his happy Urn?
Thou, Tomb, fhalt fafe retain thy facred Trufl,

Till Life Divine re-animates his Duft.

% The Countefs of HUNTINGTON.




Speedily awill be Publifped,
Printed on a fine Paper and new Letter,

L)

*T*HE WORKS of the Reverend Mr GEORGE

WHITEFIELD, M.A., late Chaplain to the
Right Hon. the Countefs of HUNTINGTON ; containing
his Sermons and Tradts on various Subjedts: With a
compleat Colleétion of his Letters, never before printed,
written to his moftintimate Friends, and feveral Perfons
of Diftin¢tion in England, Scotland, Ireland, and Ame-
rica. Revifed and prepared by Himfelf for the Prefs.

To which will be added,

An Account of his Life, with a fine engraved Head
of Mr WHITEFIELD, done from an original Painting.

Publithed by Order of his Executors.
Printed for E,and C, D.1LLY, in the Poultry.

Note, As the {ole Property of Mr. I hitefield’s Works
is. now invefted in the abovementioned: Perfons, who-
ever prefumes to print or vend a pirated Edition of the
Whole or any Part of his Works, they will be imme-
diately profecuted for the fame,

* . ThePublic are requefted to take Notice, that Informagion
having been given, Thata {purious Edition of what is called
Mr Whitefieid’s Works is now printing in a very indifferent
manner on a coarfe Paper, that none will be genuine but
thofe which are printed by E. and C. Dilly, and Sold at the

Tabernacle-Houfe;s Moorfields ; and at Tottenham-Court
Chapel.
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