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I Conr I 2

For Idetermined not to know any thing among
Yo, fave Jefus Chesft, and him cracif. d,

N unqguerchable thirft after
- knowlege was originally im.
planted, in the nature of Man,
and defign’d by our all.wife
| Creator, for the moft excellent
and valuable enc.. — This tho innoeent
and eommendable in its felf, prov'd ap un.
happy temrptation to the fi+ft Apoftacy, and
involv’d the race of mankind in univerfa! ruin.
A Criminal Ambition to be wife above the
~ privilege of their naturey, allured our firfi Pa.
rents, to violate the Jaw of their creation, and
eat of the Fuit of the forbidden tree— by which
they forfeited the divine favour and incurr’d
the dreacfil pengley of eternal Dewh. AL
piring to bccomUGods difcerning between
A2 | good




2 The Kuwlegeof CHRIST

good and evil, they fell from their exalted
ftation, and rendred themfelves viler than the
beafts that perith.

BUT ( Blefled be God ) there is a knowlege
b7 which we miy be delivered, from the roins
ot our Apoftate ftare and recover our forfeited
felicity. This is not an acqaintance
wirth the fecre~s of Nature or the intrigues
and policies of Art, but a knowlege of Chrift
and him crucified,

THIS the Great Do&or of the Gentiles de- -
termined to make the principal fcope of his
puablic preaching, and private converfation,
He counted all things but 1off and damage, for the
Excelzucy of the knowlege of Fefus Chrift our
Iird -—— This Blefled fubje& fi’d the
Apoftle’s heare and triumph’d in all his dif-
courfes —= To k- ow Chrift himfeif was his
fi:ft concein, to bring others toa faving Vc-
g 1zintance with him, was his higheft ambi-
tion, and the great defien of his Minitiry,
This rafolation was nota fudden flath of tho’e,
occafion’d by fome prefent furprize it was
not taken up in a melancholly difpofition ef
mind, when his underftanding was difordéred-
with the fumcs of Enthufia{m But was
the Effeé of calm and maturc delizeration,

HE was bYo't up ar thegest of Gamalicl,and

infiratted in the doQri@@ nd traditions ;t’
Lhe




RECOMMENDE D, 3

the Jewifh Rabbi’s. He was acquainted with
the celebrated Authors of Antquity 3 their
Oratore, Philofophers and Peets —— But
when his eyes were opened’ by a divine lumi-
nation, he {aw the varity ot thefe boafied at-
tainments, and becan € an humble Difciple of
the deipfei J Es us. —- From hernceferth
thereio.e, aveidi g the enticing words of
mans wifdom, renouncing the empty flourifhes
of humare elcqrence, le refolves to preach
the Gotpel with grear plainnefs and fimpli-
city, and 1erommend divine truths, in their,
native excellency and glory. '

THO’ the doétrine of the Crofs was to the
carnal fews a ffumbling block, and to the Grea
cian Philofophers foo! fimefs. Yet St. Paul was
not atham’d of thzs foolifhnefs of preaching, but
decermines in Corinch it felf the feac ¢ f Lear-
ning and politenels, to Anow nathing bur .bift
and bin; crucifird.  In {peaking to thefe words
( by Divine Affiftance ) 1 fhall

Firft, EXPLAIN the nature of this know-.
lege of which St. Paul had {» high an Efteem, .

Sccondly, RECOMMEND it to your dili-
geut ftudy and preGife.

Thirdly, APPLY my difcourfe to the Stu-
dents of his Col'ege, and in an cipecial man-
rer o thofe of (il chat are defign’d for the
{ervice of the C Miniftry.

| ’ Firft,




4 The Kuowlege of CHRIST

Firft, 1 am to explain the nature of this
Kuowlege. And,

L IT certainly Implies a do®rinal knows
lege of Chrift & the inuporcant truths reveal’d
concerning him in the Gofpel.  This fuppofes
that we are by nature in a guiley,polluted,and
condemn’d ftate ; enemies to God rhe boun-
teous Author of our beings,traufarefl »rs of his
Laws which are holy, juft and good, and upon
this account heirs of eternal damnation— I¢
includes a knowlege of the wife and conde-
frending methods of Heaven, to re '¢em: the
Apoftate progeny of Adam from the fc dark &
difconfolate circumftancee, and to 1eftore his
Chofen People to a flate ot endlcfs telicicy &
joy —— Thacto accomplifh this wonderful
defign, the E ernal Son of Gad, the Heir ot his
Father’s Love and Glory ; became the Son «f
man, and cloarh’d himfelf with (he finlefs in-
firmiries of human nature. - Thac in our na-
ture Lie perteily obeyved the moral law, thac
everlafting rule of righteoun efs, fulfilled 1he
entire will of God 1n our place and {ftead, and
died a facrifice upon the Crofs tor ike fins of
men—- That this fame ] Es Us who was
arraign’d at the bar of the Rom-u Governor,
and execu:ed upon a crofs s« 2 Commoen Ma.
lefattor, was the prois’d Mcfliah, cheonly

Saviour of the wo ld. "i\ nd accor inply
when he had finifhed ¢/ @ of vo cmpriv
ro{e
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rofe again by a divine power, afcended up
into heaven in the prefence of his difciples,
and fits at the right hand of God for ever and
ever. —— That 48 pawer in beaven ard carth
s committed to bim, and who cver believesin
him, fhalt obtain the remiffion of fins, thro’
the vertue of his atoning blood,— be fani-
fied thro’ the powerful influences of his Spirit,
Juftified at the tribunal of God thro’ the im-
putation of his invaluable merits, and finally
bro’t to the full pofieffion of ineffable Glory.

THESE are doftrines clearly reveal’d in the
Gofpel, which every Chriftian muft in fome
meafure be acquainted with. But tho’ a
dottrina] knowlege is an efizntial part, yet it
is by no means the whole, of what the apofile
intends, The moft exalted degrees of know-
lege, unlefs it purify the heart and influence
the converfation, ferves only to aggravate our
Guilr and will in the end, heighten our future
condemgation.

THE Devils them{clvesare acquainted with
wany of the doftrines of the Gofpe!, for they
bel:eve & tremble— And many who bave had
their underftandingz inlightned with divine
truths, have had their hearts fill’'d with invea
terate enmicy againft the power of Godlinefs.
Men who have eyplain’d the Myfteries of fai-h
with the greateft clearnefs, and defended the

N B - trath



8 The Knowlege of CHRIST

truth with convincing firength & Evidence,
are oftentimes found encmies to the crofs of
Chrift, and obftinately refufe to have him to
reign over them. Therefore,

II. IT Impliesa practical and experimental
knowlege of Chrift. A knowlege that is not
confited to the head but feated in the heart.
A kunowlege that is not produc’d by the pow-
ers of human reafon or the comimon methods
of education or inftruftion, but is the effet of
a divine illumination, a fpiritual difcovery of
Chrift to the Soul - When Chrift is fully
known, the Bleflfed Spirit of divine grace takes
away the vail from our underftandings, caufcs
the {cales to fall from our eyes, and givesus
fuch a view of the Qlory of God and Chrift,
as has a transforming efficacy upon the whole
man, and changes us into the divine Image,

THEREFORE St. Paul prays for the Ephe-
fians, That the God of our Lord Fefus. Chrift, the
Tl 1 Father of Glory, may give unto you the
I*g’ ].18 ' fhirit of wifdom and revelation, in the

"7 knowhege of him : The Eyes of your
ur:dcrﬂdnding being snlightned, that you may know
what i the hope of bis caliing, and what the riches
of the Glory of his Inberitance in the Saints, This
knowlege is clearly diftinguifh’d from all
other knowlege by the following effes.

it IT
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1ft. IT humbles the finner before :* “1a.
fills him with a deep fenfe of his owr . 'o.-
thinefs, Human knowlege puffs up thie i ad,
raifes the natural vanity of man, ani is apr to
fill them with fcorn and contempt of others,
But the knowlege of Chrift opens the finners
Eyes to f2e his Native Guilt and deformity ;
arid covers his face with the deepeft confufion
‘R confideration of his Innumerable offences.

NO man ever attains to a faving acquain-
tance with Chrift, until he is convinc'd, that
he is a guiity, condemn’d malefador, deftitute
of every qualification to recommend him ¢o
God and the delerv’d obje&t of his everlafting
difpleafure,

AND thc clearer Views any perfon obtains
of the Excellency and glory of a Saviour, the
more abafing apprehenfions he entertains of
his own deformity and vilenefs. When the

115 in any meafure drawn afide, and he be-
h.'ds the Bleffed ] 8 s us, feated upon a
throne of Grace, cloacthed with the garments
of falvation, with peacc and pardon in his
hands; he is immediately ftruck with awfal
admiration at kis aftonifhing Condedcenfion,
fal!; down at his fect with tranfpor: and fur-
prife——and cries cutwithHoly _ .
Job —— I have heard of thee by %0 FLILSE:
¢he licaring of the ear, but now mine Fye [eath thee:

 Ba Where~
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IWherefore 1 ablor my f[elf and repent ie duft and
afles. And this knowlege not only humbles
the foul before God but— |

2dly. ENGAGES the foul to truft in Chrift
intirely for pardon and falvation. To know
Chrift 13 to believe 1n him as our 3aviour,
whoft invaluable hlood has redecin’d us from
the curfe of the ficry law, and the dreadful
difpleafure of almighty God 3 thro’ whefe im-
miculate righteoufnefs, we have a ticle te the
inheritance of the Saints in light, and may

ftand with fafety at the tribunal of offended
Juftice.

WHENCE is it that the _.rd Jefus is no
more valugd and an Intereft in him fo feldom
fought after, by the perithing fons of men 2 --
Becauie the God of ths world hath blinded their
Lyes, that they thould not fee his excellency
and Glory—— But when the Sinners Eyes
are Opericd to fee the fules of his Merits,
the bouudlefs compaffions of his Natare, and
the wondrous riches of his Love he imme-
diately cries out ~— ¢ This is fuch a Saviour
““az wy neccflivies demand, and the circum-
“ flinces of my guilty pelluted foul require.
“OJ)E s us! howdelighttul isthy Name !
“ Low taciporcing is thy voice, that brings
* the glud tidings of peace and falvation! with
“ Joy Tacezpt the condefeending offers of

| ‘¢ thy
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‘“ thy grace, and with humble gratituie com.
“ mic my precious foul intc thy almighcy
“and faving hands.

THUS they that know his Name will certainly
put their truft in bim»  While othcrs are de-
pending upon their own rightcoufnefs and en-
deavouring to paci{y the offerded Majefly of
Heaven by their duties and endeavours,——
Thefe will renounce all confidence in every
thing but Chrift, and build all their hepes of
happinefs upon this unalcerable Rock of Ages.
They will depend upon the value of hisMerits,
the prevalency of his Interceflion, the riches
of his Grace and the power of his Spirit, —
To cleanfe their guilty Sculs and fanify
their polluted Natures — To Guide them
throthe howling wildernefs of this world, and
fimally bring them fafe to the heavenly Canaan.
1 know whom 1 have believed, faith
St. Paul, and I am per[waded that
be u able to kecp that which 1 have committed to
him againft that day.

gdly. TIIS humble truft in Chrift as our
Saviour is for ever attended with an ever.
lafting hatred againft Sin which is fo juftly dife
pleafing unto him.  The malignant nature &
deftrutive tendency of Sin is vifible vpon the
face of the whole creation —.. This has de-
ftroyed the beauty and fained the glory of
this

2 Tim. I, r2.
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this lower world — This has intreduced all
thofe difirefles and diforders, which its guilty
inhabitants arc groaning under, and which
have rendered this earth a valley of tears, a
ftage of affliGtion and darknefs.

BUT never was the evil of Sin {o fully difs
covered, never was its fatal tendency fo afto-
nifhingly revealed, as by the death and fuffer-
ings of our Blefled Redeemer —— For it was
this that bro’t him down from heaven to
earth; from the pleafures of his Father’s boe«
fom to a ftate of a Servant This was the
accurfed caufe of all the diftrefling forrows of

his Life, and all the tormenting agoniss of his
Decath.

NOW wher: this.is clearly manifefted to
the Soul and it feels the refrefhing influence
of the Redeemer’s blood, taking away his
guilt, and abfolving him from the fentence of
the law ; it will certainly open all the {prings
of godly forrow and fill him with an everlafi~
ing hatred againft thofe fins which were the
caufe of thefe {ufferings Such when they
e XII look upon bhim whom they bave pierced,
o, " tney cannot but mourn -- 4 one that

mourneth for b only Son —— They

muft needs break out in fuch language as this,
“ Did my Deareft Lord dic a facrifice for
“ thof¢ fjs which I had committed, and‘lh}e]d
& hig
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¢ his invaluable blood upon the crofs, that I
“ might not fuffer the terrors of Eternal
“ death -.- O that my head were waters, and
“ my Eyes fountains of tecars, that I might
““ weep for my ingratitude & rebellion againft
“ him! Were my fins the thorns that pierced
*“ his facred Head and the cruel fpear that
“ wounced his Blefled fide! Was it for my
“ fake that he was nailed to the curfed tree
*¢ and executed as one of the vileft finners ! --
““ Let me then for ever renounce thoft fins
“ which were the guilty caufe of his fufferings.
‘“ Let me for ever abhor thofe murderers of
 my beft friend and benefator.

athly. THIS knowlege enkindleth in the
foul the higheft affettion to Chrift. Ignorant
and befotted finners, whofe eves are dazzled
with the pomp and glitter of the world, and
whofe hearts aré captivated with the pleafures
of fin and fenfe, --- they can fee no form or
comlinefS in Chrift wherefore be [hould be admired,

hence they argue, --- What s thy beloved more
than anotber beloved 2 -.-

- BUT a {oul enlightned by the Spirit of
God, is immediately firuck with a View of his
divine and amiable glories, and at once pro.
nounces him, fairer than the children of men ---2
the chicfeft among ten thowfands ---- altogether
lovely .-- But when they confidey all the ama-
' 7ANg
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zing evidences of his Love to them, they are
{fmallowed up wich wonder and furprize, and
break forth, into the moft affe@ionate firains
of gratitude and praife ——  What manner
 of Love s this wherewith the Son of God haths
 Joved us? --= Who can comprekend the beighe,
“ the depth, the length and breadth of the love of -
¢ Chrift thar pafleth knowlege 2 —— What
“ Obligations art thou under O my foul ! to
¢ this Lovely Saviour! What (hall I vender to
 the Lord for all his benefits ! Unto him that
“ hath loved me, and wafhed me from my Sins in
“ his own blood =--= To bim be Glory ana dowmi-
“““nion for tver and ever, Amen,

Finally, THIS knowlege engage:h us to an
Pnrice & everlafling dedication of our felves
un-o him. They tioat kaow Chrift will ac-
knowlecge him as their Lawgiver, Lord, and
King ---- and chearfully bow to his Authoriry
an! Governmen:z. They feel the atcrattive
influence of 'y Love. binding them to his
fervice by foit buc powerinl batds. By the
endearing Charms of his Grace thev aie per-
fwaded, to prefent sheir whole man, (vul and body |

an holy, living, and acceptable [acrifice, which
but their reafonable (ervice.

MEN under the dominien of Sin and
fenfe, elteem the Yoke of Chrift an intollera-
ble burden, and Obedience to his Command-

merits
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ments an unprofitable feverity =—— But
thofe who bave tafted that be s graciomsyare con-
vinc'd of the Juftice & Equity of his Govern-
ment, cfteem his fervice as their higheft ho-
nor, and account none of b commandwints to be
grievoms,=-They are willing chearfully to forego
their deareft intereft for his fake, 8 to take up
their crofs, and follow him, in the face of ten
thoufand dangers. They unfeignedly join
with the devout Plalmift, 0 Lord -

“ truly 1 am thy fervane, I am thy GXVaI..x 6.
¢ fervant, thou baft loofed my bands,
¢ | am thine O Blefled Saviour by the moft
¢ indiffoluble Cbligations, lacknowlege thy
¢« facred Authority. 1bow my neck to thy
¢ gracious Yoke, and {wear Allegiance unto
“ thee for cver. Let thy kingdom be fet up
“ in my foul, reign abfolute in my heart, and
¢ let every rebellicus paffion be fubje&t to thy
* juft and rightcous Government. Let all
¢ the faculties of my foul be employed in thy
¢ delightful fervice, and all the members of
“ my body be improved as inftruments of
“ righteoufnefs tothy Glory. Let it be my
¢ continual Employment to glorifie thee upa
‘“ on earth, and my everlafting happinefs to
‘“ enjoy thee in Heaven, ” -- Thefe are ths
genuine Bffeds of a faving knowlege of Chrift,

and diftinguifh it from a barren and empty,
fpaculation,
C I
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I now proceed,

Secondly, TO Recommend this knowlege
of Chrift and him crucified to your diligent
ftudy and prattice.  And,

. THIS is the moft fublime and excellent
Knowlege. Chrift is the fum and fubflance,
both of the Law and Gofpel. The defign of
both Mofes and the prophets, was to point ou:
him as the Saviour of a guilty world. Ia him
all created and uncrcated glories meet, as
their proper centre; and rendzr him moft
worthy eof our attentive fltudy and regards.
\What a {rene of wonders are united in his
Perfon ! What a feries of miracles attended
his Birch and Life, his Death, Refurre&ion &
Afcention ! What more aflonithing than thae
the univerial Lord of heaven and carth,thould
be cenfined in a Virging womb —— That he
who governs the nations by his powerful in-
flaence, and orders all the athairs ot the upper
and lower worlds according to his Scverciga
pleafure, fhould appear upoa earth, in the
chara@er of a Carpenter’s Son, aud fubmit to
the conditinsn and figure of a fervant — T har
tii2 Lord of life (hould die, and the immacu-
Jare LLamb of God be made a facrifice for fin --
That by dying Le {hould conquer death,snd
Lim that had the power of death, and by rifing,
«gain make way for the eternal triumph and

victorics
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viftories of hisPecople. Thefe are afionifhing
myfleries fit for the Entertainment of the
moft inlightned underftandings.

THE Wifdom of this world is employ ~1
upon inferier vanitier, and ufeful ovly for
this tranfitory life. Buat the kaowlege of
Chrift contains the treafures of divine Wif-
~dom and Grace, and unfolds the fecret coun-
fels of heaven for the recovery of a wretchad
and miferable world,

HERE all the divine perfeltions thiue forth
in their united Glories, with a brighe and
charming luftre. The defigns of mercy are
accomplifb’d without any difparagement to
the facred claims of Juftice Here the
perfonal and mediatorial excellencies of the
Lord Jefue are difcovered, who was from all
Eternity, the brishtnef of bis Father’s Glory, and
the expre(s smage of bis perfon : but in fulnefs of
time appear’d in the likenefs of finful flefh, and
was clothed with the rufirmities of human na-
ture.— Here a way is opened for our deli~
verance from the guilt and powzr of fin, and
a {urc toundation 1s laid for the enjoyment of
all the privileges cf a juflified adopted and
fanctified Rate Here the Glerice and
felicitics of the heavenly world are preiented
to our view, and the methods deirribed in
which wemiay be 1ccovere d from 1he mifories

'k" ZI . ‘,: :.;
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of the Apoftacy, and advanc’d to an happi-
nefs, large as our capacities, and immorta] as
our foulss Surely thefe are fubjelts worthy
of our moft raifed tho’ts and fujted to the ene
tertainment of the fublimeft {pirits.

BU T why fhould [ expatiate upon a fubje&,
boundlefs and inexhauftible —— A Subjeét
fitter, to employ the cloquence of an Angel
than the faultring tongue of a fecble mortal.
Yea the Angels themfelves look into thefe
things with wonder and adoration —— And
they unite their fongs with the happy com.
pany of the redeem’d in heaven —— Afcribing -
Bleffing, bonour, and Glory and power, unto bim
that fireeth upo. the throme and to the L A M B
forever and cuer

. THIS is the moft ufeful and Neceflary
knewlere,  Men are apt highly to value
theryfelves upon the account of their human
gnowlepeand to lnok down with contempt
upon o.hers, whom they eftcem ignorant and,
unlearn’d : But the wifeft Philofopher, the
greatcft Scholar, if ignorant of Chrift and the
way of f{alvition appointed by him ; will be
final'ly reje&ed by God,and with all his attain-
n.cents lic dow (o everlalting forrow,

THE wifdom € this world can attain no
bigher, than to gratify a prefent inclination,
sogeenie fome {light, ternporal advantage :

- But
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But the knowlege of Chrift aims at a nobler
end — advinces the Glory of God, and pro-
motes the univerfal happine(s of man.——The
Voice of Nature proclaims our Guile, fills the
mind with anxious fears, and foon convinces
us, that we are miferable and mortal finners,
But all the writings of the gentile fages, all
the diretions of their celebrated moralifts are
infufficient to recover fallen man, from the
ruins of his Apoftate ftate, and reftore him to
his Original integrity and happinefs.——This
is the peculiar glory of the Gofpel, and can be
attain’d only by an experimental knowlege of
Chrift, and a lively faith in him,

WITHOUT this men may be inftruted in
the Dotrines of Grace and difcourfe of them
with propriety and elegance, but all their
knewlege is but fpecious ignorance, and is
efteem’d by God no better than foolifhnefs.
-— Without this tho men are adorn’d with
many amiable qualities, and lead fober, regu-
Iar, and to all appearance religious lives, yet
they remain under the condemning fentence
of the Law, and perifh at laft in a flate of un-
fan&tified nature—— For there i no otber Name
given under beaven by which we can be faved but
the name of ] ES U s = and no falvation by
him, until he is inwardly reveal'd in us by his
Spiritg — o

WE
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WE may bear the charalter of Chriftians,
be diligent and devout in our attendance upon
the dutics of divine worfhip, bat unlefs our
perfons are juftified thro’ the imputation of
Chrift’s perfe righteoufuefs, and our natures
are quickned by a principle of new life derivid
from him ; we are no better than ~=whited
Sepulchres ——= painted Pharifees and
difguis’d hypocrites.——  Juftly then does
the great Doftor of the Gentiles, place fo
high a value upon this divine, and excellent:
knowlege With the higheft reafon does
he determine, to know nothing but Fefus Chrift
and bim crucified. And his example is certainly
worthy to be diligently imitated by us.

WHAT infinite madnefsisit then for the
guilty Children of men to fpend their time
and ftrength in the pu:fuic of thofe things,
which will leave them, naked, deflitute, and
miferable ; and ncgleét the knowlege of Chrift
which will juftity, fan&ity, and fave them.
Why O finner will you wafte the lamp of life,
in thefe fpecious follies & amufements, which
belong only to the prefeat world and dejpife
thofe things, which concern your eternal wel-
fare ? — Would you not ftand amazed to
behold a condemi’d Malefaétor, under a {en-
cence of Death, aud in continual dangcr, of
heing draga’d oat to execution, {pend his time
i mictl aad diverfion, or at belt in worldly

Cares
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cares and bufinefs, without any concern, to
prevent the ¢xecution of the Law, or prepare
for his approaching Death ¢ .. And this is
the daily madnefs of tho’tlefs & inconfiderate
finncrs. Every Soul in this Affembly, that
has not an experimental knowlege of Chrift,
is under the condemning fentence of the di-
vine Law, and expofed to an infinitely mere
terrible execution, than any human power can
infli€t ; there remaing but a fhort and uncer-
tain time to fly from the amszing danger and
efcape the vengeance of eternal fire. --.- lIs it
not then worfe than brutal flupidity to Neg-
le@ the prefent feafon and trifle away thofe
Mlying moments, upon which an cternity de-
pends. Reoufe up your felves therefore, My
Dear Brethren, --- Aweke out of this fat:]
Security ---- Cry earnefily to Ged that he
would teftow wpon you the fpirit of wifdem
and revelation, That you may know kims -=«- whom
to know s Life cternal, ---e- Refolve to make
this your chief ftudy ; Your great and princi-
pal bufinefss Ocher knowlege may r.com-
mend you to the Applanfe of men, but this
will reftore you to the faveur of God, and
enable you tu ttand wich fafety at the awjul
tribunal of Chrift. You may be ignorant of
many things, and yct wifc for falvatien. But
if deftitute of this divine knowlege you are
Sens of death and muft dwell in the melan-

| choly
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choly regions of eternal darknefs. Other
knowlege will be faortly unprofitable and
Vain --~ 1t will afford you but a feeble fupport
againft the Affaults of the King of terrors;
But an experimental knowlege of Chrift, will
inlighten the dark valley of the fhadow of
death, and enable you to meet your laR enee .
my with joy 2nd triumph. If you truly know
Chrift, tho’ ignorant of every thing elfe, you
know enough to make you happy in time and
thro'out Eternity. ---- For fuch as are jufti-
fied by faith, have peace with God, and are
Heirs of immortal Glory. ---= Né¢ither the
yeproaches of an accufinig Confcience, the de-
mands of a broken Law, nor the flaming fword
of divine Juftice--.- Neither former fins or
later tranfgreflions, thall ever be able to fepa-
rate them, from their {fupreme and eternal
felicity.

NOTHING now renmins but

Thirdly, TO Apply thisdifcourfe to yon
my Dear Young friends, the ftudents of this
Houfe, and in an efpecial manner to fuch of

you as are candidates for the fervice of the
facred miniftry,

YOUR united requefts have bro’t me into
this desk at this time, and for your fervice this
difcourfe is peculiarly defign’d. Suffer me
thern witha tender concern, for your prefent

ufefulnefs
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ufefulnefs and erernal welfare, carnefily to
exhort you, to the diligent practice of the
duty recommended in my text — Refolve
with the great Dotor of the Gentiles to know
nothing fave Chrift and him crucified.

BLESSED be God there are many of you
Engoiring with the Young man in the Gofpel,
What [hall 1 do that I may enter into Life Eternal,
This we truft is a token for good - a happy

fign that God has mcrcy n ftorc for tuture
Generations,

IN your prefent Circumftances you will
cafily find the infufhciency ot all human
teaching—— to deliver you from that dep:h
of milery in which you are invelv’d, and to
guide your fee: in the way to pcace & faiety.
1f vou have a lively fenie of your Guilt and
Mi‘fery you will foon perceive, That neicher
the writings of Plato or Seneca, the ceicbra-
ted Philofophers of Rome and Athers ¢ nor
the moft accurate delineations of the religion
of Nature by the admir’d teachers of morality
in the prefent Age, will afford you a foiid
foundation of peace and comfort Toa
Confcience truly awakened, thefe will be
found miferable comforters —— Payficians of no
value !

“ ALAS what will 2 knowlege of the fe-
¢ crets of Nature 2 what will an acquaintance
" D “ with
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¢ with thc Myfterics of Art, or the moft elo-
¢ quent Harangues upon the beauty and ex-
“ cellency of moral Vertue avail me, while
“ 1 am perifhing under the guilt of Sin,
“ and fuhje to the difgraceful fervitude of
¢ Satan ? What if 1 had a genius fo
t fublimec, as to contain the whole circle of
¢ Jearning in my cepacious mind 3 a capacity
¢« {0 extenfive that 1 could count the number of
“ yhe Stars and call them all by their names + Tho
“ 1 underftood all manner of Languages, and
 could difcour[e with the tongue of men and An-
¢ gelr, yct if know not Chrift and him cru-
‘ cified —- all thefe will profit me nothing
¢ ..- Thefe fplendid attainments which are fo
“ highly valued by the lcarned and polite
“ world, will but render me a richer prey to
¢ Saran znd lead me with fo much more
“ prmp und ceremony to the land of dark-
“ nefs
¢ Let me tlien never any more wafic my
“ time in the fearch of that knowlege which
“ will not furpiy the wants of my immortal
“ Soul,nor (pend myv 4 enpthin fecking after
“ thefe cines which will at laft Jeave me,
“ Dlind and wreerlield — Ignorant of my
“ duty and happisels, Lect me feck after
¢ that knowlec which will reftore peace to
“ my troubled mind ——— that will reétity
¢ the diforders of my corripted nature -—
¢ that
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¢ that will deliver me, from the tyranny of
¢ Satan to whom I am inflaved, and from the
¢¢ terrors of Death of which 1 am in continual
“ danger. — In fine that will refcue me
¢ from that unutterable Mifery, which I
¢“ have deferv’d, and reftore me to the joys
. % of Paradife whichl have forfeited.

THIS O My Brethren is that knowlege
which alone is worthy of the ftudy of a ratio-
nal and immortal Creature.  This is that
knowlege which is recommended to you in
my text. Ocher knowlege may brighten and
adorn the underftarnding ; but this alone will
purify the heart. An acquamtance with the
- Arts and Sciences, may advance your Credit
among men, but this alone renders you a
Child of God and gives you a title to the
Kingdom of heaven. The Study of other
things may entertain and amufe You, while
you are flourithing in Lealch and profperity---
but this will comfort you when Languithing
on a bed ot Sicknefs, and rcvive and fuppore
you in the gloomy hour of approaching
Dcath.

BUT O! what darknefs and horror wiid
furprize the fecure and inconfi‘crate finner ?
who has fpent lus time in the empty fiecu-
lations of fcicnce {alfly fo called, and the idle
amufements of the gay and fathionable world,
L 2 when

’
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when he comes to fland upon the awful con-
fines of the grave, and finds himfelf juft ficp-
ping into the amazing gulpa of cternity.
With what forrow and regret will he refle&,
upon thofe many hours he has wafted vpon
unproficable vanities, while he has negleited,
the one thing needful, the knowlege of Chrift,
and the way of Salvatica by him? With
what anguith and defpair will fuch look up to
the manfions of the Bleffed, and behold many
whom they once defpifed as Ignorant and un-
learned, triumphing in endlefs Joy and feli-
city, when they with all their boafted attain
mente, are thruft down into unutterable darke
nels and mifery.

ALLOW me my Dear Brethren to goon
and fay, that not only your own perfonal wel-
fire, buc the profperity of the Church of
Chrift is greatly concern’d in your compliance
with thic Exhortation,

YOU are the hopes of our Churchee and
the flourithing of rcligion in future times de-
pends, upon your having this faving knowlege
¢t Chirift. You are many of you defign’d for
the Service of the Sanduarv, & if you lay the
foendation ot your preparations for the work
of the mivifivy, in an experimental Acq:ain-
rance wich Chrift You will doubrlcls
provecxienfive blefMings in your doy, and be

the
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the happv Inftruments of propagating, pure
and undefil’d religion to late pofterity. —
But if you enter upon this {icred Charge un-
der the influence of Carnal motives—— while
you are firangers to that Chrift, whom you
arc to preach to others, You will in all proba-
bility be the plagues of the Church, and the
Unhappy occaficn of the damnation of mul-
titudes.

REMEMBER then that the Eyes of God
Angels and men are upon You, to Obleive
with what temper and difpofition - with
what views and intentions you engage in the
fervice of the Gofpel: Methinks I fee the
happy Spirits of Your pious Anceflors, who
have fought the good fight 7 faith, and
finifh’d their courfe with Joy, lock down from
the lofty battlements of heaven, to obferve
your conduét, and fee whether ycu wil) prove
faithful to the caufe of Chrift, for which they
forfock the pleafures of their native Jand, and
encountred with all the difficulties of an how--
ling wildernefs, Methinks 1 hear them cala
ling to you aloud from their exalted feats in
Glory, and folemnly adjuring you by all that’s
facred and ferious — To Choofe the Ged
of your Fathers for your Ged, —-—- to kuep
the facred depofitum cf the Gofpel uncorrup-
ted in this day of prevailing cegeneracy, and
tranfmit the knowlege of Chrift, without any

“ Erroncous
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Errorcous mixtures to their Childrens Chil-
dren fcr ever. ‘

7O propagate the Kingdom of our Great
Redecmer and not to promote the defigns of
a party, was the Blefled Caufe in which onr
Lathers were happily engaged, and for which
they unlerwent numberlefs hardthips and
trials.  And this fhould be for ever dear to
their pofterity, who now ftand in their place
and ftcad, and reap the fruits of 2l their ex.
pence and labour.

LET me therefore with the Authority of a
Minifier of Chriftand with the tender aff2&ion
of a friend zealoufly concerned for your and
the Churches welfare, entreat and perfwade
you to imake this divine knowlege the Great
defign you have continually in Views and lct
all your other fludies be managed infuch 2
manner as may fubferve this noble Intention.
This the honour of your profeflion as Chrifti.
ans, Your Ulefulnefs as Minifters, and the
Neccflities of the perifhingSouls of mexn, loudly
demand from you, - See that you have 4
faving knowlege of Chrift your felves befors
you pretend to preach him to others,  For if
the blind lead the blind, what can be expeéted,
but that they boch tall into the pit of everlait-
ing darknefs and mifery ¢ |

AND whea you enter upon the Wrek of
she Miniftry, Ler Chrift and bim crugified be cli

favouritd
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favourite fubje&t, of your privatz meditations
and public adminiftrations, without which
your facred performances, how beautifully fo-
cver they are contrived, how artfully foever
delivered, wiil be nobetter than the founding
braf$ and tinkling Cymiali RememlLer the Cha-
\ ratier you are to bear is that of 2 Minifier oy
Chrift, and the Comni'on yonu recoive, is (o
®reach bis unfearchable © iche.om— to P.oclaim
the Glorierof the Aminble JEs T s == A
Commiffion that wovld Gignily an Anges, and
adorn the Charatter of vhe brighreft seraph, ..
et Ins Name therefore trivmpn in all you,
difrecrfes, and ler 1tbe the b ighs of yory
ambit:on to bring Sinners to a fiving arq. air..
tance with him.

LHLS was the maethod madaufe of by the
Apoltie: ir the firft ages of (he Chureh, which
was own’d and bonioured of God, wil vali &
lurprizing fuicefs «--- This was the pradiice of
svr Veverable Tathers in the carly days of
New-ENGL A ND, and they were the hape
Py iuttruments o the honds of God of filling
his Church with rumerous converts, and pre-

' pering multitudes for the Kingdem of heaver.
And it veu iminre thefe Blefled Exam les,
and with fiered Courage and Zeal endeavour
o profuote the practieal knowlege of Chritt in
the world, Yoo wil) have the faine Almighty
power to afiift,and the fawe Gloriove revards:

"
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to Bucourage You — Yea if You will unfeige
nedly give up your Names to this glorious Re-
deemer, and heartily engage in his 3ervice --= l
You will be ftandard-bearers in the Camp of
Chrif, and under the Influence & Conduét of
the greac Captain of our Sdvation, fhall lead
forth the Armies of Llrael tc Certain victery ,
and triumgph

THQ’ thi; may expofc You to the reproaches
of Your friends & acquaistancs, tho’ you may
Le ralled tc Oppeie the unitea Endeavours of
Tarch & Hell. Yet be luithful unto the Death
and then you fhall receive a Crown ot Life,
Yetalirtle while aud thar Saviour in who's
Caule you are engaged, and whofs Kingdom
yeu prowmote, thall appear in the Defence of
hiv cCefpifed Iutzrefy, and fill the whoie Barth
with the Glory of his Numie.----«  Yeta lictic
while ¢ ke thar 2l crme, il come and hall not
tarry.--- Then {hall the Wife men & difputers
of this world who wich all their Jearning, re-
main lgnorant of the Myfierics of Salvation,be
found wandring Stars for whom s referved blacke
n:fs of daiknefs for ever. While you who have deter-
mined to kuow nothing but Chuft and hun crocified, ,
and made it the bulinets of Lile to tnaks him known
unto orhers, fhall thine with Tucommon biighitnefs in
the fvmam:nt of Glery-. Wlhile they fhall be clorhed
with evaerlafting flame & Contempt, Yau will appear
in diffinguithing Circumftances of dignity and honour,
fhall receive the Apzlanfe of Your Lord and Judzeand
EnterintoYour Maer’s Joy--To which, € A mu,

F I N I & |
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