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~ The Reverend

COMMISSION
of the Synod, &c,j o

| Reverend izd dear Brethereny
Y HE fellowing Sermon was treach'd
| .l in Ob:dience 1o you: Gommands; and
15 now publihed to gratify ib: Defires of
miny of my Friends, |
Newer were the Minifiers of the Gofpel
e 2 Joudds called upon, to appear in the
puldick  Dijence c¢f our holy Religion
| tban in this durk Day of Apoftacy and Infi-
delity s when ti ancient DoBrines of Chrifs
| Viamity are open infulted and blafpbemed,
\and every Tiong tint is facred and vene
rable ¢xpofed to [corm and Contempt, -
VIn [uch an Age a5 this it certainly becomes
{us tocry aloud, to lift up our Voice like
12 Trumpet, to fhew our People theix
ITranfgreflions, and warn them of their
amazing Danger, And
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- #nd tho this mE Condn??, may
potbe- Confare ugd Re .oa-ric:f | J
rorrupt Lriaziples and abandon'd Maraks,
yetwe [ball be juftified by all the Chil
dren of Wifdom 3 dnd, which is mﬁmtr/l)
more valuable, ball receive the Apploufe
of our Mafter and Fudge whofe Caufe
we tlead, azd whole Truths we defend.
- Your Apprshation »fthis Difesutfe werd

sick exsouraged s Fablieation ¢ 1 theres |

fore beg Loave ia helter 1 under your Pro-
teilion, awd carncftly defire your’ Prayers
to the great Head of the Church, that it
may be attended, with @ Divine aud '\f‘

feitual Bf(ﬁﬁg. - | ‘
- Reverend and deay Byetheren

your affeiionate Brother l

and Seroaut in our

commor Lord,

~ E. Pemberton.

fon was defpi(éd, his Authority flighted,

oopofems | o -
Row o8

| Excellency of his
{ cicus Defign of his Comig,

| Lats 7, 33.
But Wiﬁm 15 jul ified of all ber

blldfﬂ"f

X X 7 HEN the Eternal Son of. God lay'd
, afide his ancient Glery, gnd tas
bernacled in Fleth, that he r2:ht gcoomw
glifh. the great Work of Man's Redempe:
lon, what couldi have been imagined,
ut that the Dignity f his Perfon; the
Dobtrine, and the gras.
| would have
g;ocured him the moft welcome Recepti
. 1t might juftly have been expeticd,

| that as his fift Appearance npon Earth
| was attended with the Hallelujuhs of thy

Angelick Hoft, fo he would be received
with the joyful Acclamations of & peraftis
g World? But « fmall Acquamtanee
with the Hiftory of Chritt and his Apofiler
willinform us,” that he met with but a
cold: and indifferent Reception, his Per: .

and




and his Doftrine condemn’d g be came 1o
s own and bis own Received ‘bim ngte

Among the moft furious of his Oppofets,

the moft inveterate of his Enemxe;,‘v?ferc
the Scribes and Pharifees, Perfons of the
higheft Credit among the Jews for their
Authority, Wifdom and Kvr.wledge, thefe
our blefled Saviour {-verely reby es for
- their Pride, upbrails for their Iznorance,
and condemns for their implacabie Ma-
lice ; inftead of receiving his heavenly
Inftructions, they perfecute him'with an-
wearied Enmity. inftead of admiring the,
Divinity of his Do&fine and the Puritg‘
of his Converfation, they brand him with’
the moft odious Charaéters, and load him’
with innumerable Reproaches; nor was
this perverfe Di{pofition peculiar to the-
infidel Jews, or confined to the firft Age'
of the Gofpel, but has wonderfully pre-
vailed ever fince unto this unhappy Hour:'
In every Period of the Church, unftable
Minds have been filled with uishappyPre-
Judices againft Chrift and his Ways, and
have followed the Dotrines of the Gofpel .
with the moft inipeértinent Cavils, and uns
reafonable Objections, but neverthelefs,
the Foundation of God [tundeth’ fure, the
DPoltrines of the Gofpzl will remain un-

~Joda 1. 11

|

"Lor

‘ihakex;_" |

"and devoted unto it;. thus they

7 e

he impious attempte
of Earth and Hell; in Times of the

1 greateft Degeneracy, and moft awful
Apoftacy Wifdom will be juftificd by ber

Crildyren, .
" By Wifdom we may underfland the
Jefus Chrift, who is the Wifdom of
the Father; and the glorious Method
which God ufeth to accomplith the Re-

.demption of Mankind by Chrift, in which

the Wifdom as well as Power of God is
moft aftonithingly difplayed. — When
Wifdom is faid to be juftified we intend
that it is ‘leared from the falfe Afperfions,
and vindicated from the falfe Reproache
es, thatare caft upon it. — This Phrafe
the Children of Wifdom, is an Hebraifm
exprefling their heing ftrongly addicted
| ‘that are
Flicated in the Schools of the Prophets,
are Stiled the Sons of the Prophets 3 they
that are devoted to the World, are called
the Children of this World, and in our
Text the true Difciples of Chrift are cha-
rafterifed as the Children of Wifdom.
The Words thus explained, afford us twe
Propofitions,- which by divine afliftance
thall be the Subjeét of our prefent PDife

courfe, « R o
. Prop. 1.-- That Chrift and the Way of
RNt - Salva-

o R
o T4
)
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Ailustion by him, is too often condermnid
ghd afperfed. . -
Jbl Pro;’.'e 2. Thet it is the Duty and Cha-
"siter of every Chriftian, to juftify Chrift
apd his ways from the Cavilsand Excepti-
“ois of prejudic’d Sirinery. |
"-'mi P;?a}'.j That Chriit and the Way of
8alvation by him, is too often afperft and
‘pondemned. No fooner did our Bleffed
fgz\iidur appear upon the Stage, and declare
‘his Divinity, but he was immediately
treated with Indignity, and loaded with
‘Bufferings and Reproach : The Humility
<of his Appearance, and the Poverty of his
‘Condition was a Mighty ftumbling Block
‘Bnto the Jews, who expetted *h-¢ their
‘Mefliah would be a iemporal Priice, and
appear with furpriﬁnfg Pomp and Splen. |
dor, to deliver them from the Hands of|
their Enemies, and advance them to fhe |

‘ 9 Coe
‘World appeared in the low Circamftanceb
of Poverty and Contempt, inftead of a
Magnificent Palace was lodged in a Stable
and cradled in a Manger, when they found
that his abode upnn Earth was a State of
Suffering” and AffliGtion, this filled them
with the moft inveterate Prejudices againft
his Perfon and Do@ine, this influenced
them to Vote him an infamous Impoftor,
‘and treat him as one of the vileft Malefac-
tors, and as Chrit was treated with Cone
tempt by the Jews, {o was his Dotrine
voted Fooliflinefs by the Gentiles, the
Myfteries of the Gofpel were too {ublime
for their Conceptions, its Precepts too
pure and holy to fuit their vitious Incling«
tiops, they defpifed a Do@rine that was
Preach’d by fimple andunlearned Men,
and propogated without any Strains of
Eloguence or witty Infinuations.

A

beight of “earthly Dignity and Honour,
%ea% he been attended with a vifible Guard

of Angels and all the Princes and Pote;r
Yabes of the Earth fummoned to attend h{;
Approach, and lay their Scepters at hig

Footftool, this would have been agreable|

to their ambitious’ Views, and procured

them : But when nftead of all this Pomp
and Grandeur, the Great Saviour 1{5 tlﬁ.
Cee or

him the moft jovfal Reception among| ki

- But when the Gofpel had happily con~
quered thefe mighty Oppofitions and tri-
umph’d over the Jewifh Prejudices, and
GrecianWisdom and Eloquence, then there
arefe many who tho’ they profeffed the
?ofppl of Chrift, yet made it theirBufinefa
0 deprave and corrupt it,  Some denied

Dli’v'inity while others difputed his Hu=
manity, fome blafphemed his Satistactior
ahd dertded his Merits, while others have

B abufed
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abufed the Docirnes of Grace, 23 tho' they

opened a Door to all Manner of Licentis
bulnefs. .

* Thus has Chrift and his Doftrine been
defpifed or perverted in all Ages of the
Church, But never was the Gofpel more
vilely abufed or more bafely mifreprefen-
ted than in thisunhappy Age. The Doce
tiines of a Crucified Saviour are frequent-
Jy attack’d with Scandal and Reproach,
and the great and diftinguifhing Articles
of the Chluftian Faith run down with
fcorn and banter, and reprefented as un.
intelligible Cant and Jargon, Many begin
to be weary of the ancient Deivines of
Religton, and cry up to the Diates of
Nature and the Writings of the Philofo.
phers, beyond Mofes and the Propbets,
- AChrift and his Apoftles. But tho' it be a
Day of Elafphemy avd Rebuke, yet blefled
be God there are many (we truft) who
can fay with the great Doélor of the Gens
tiles, 1 am not afbam’'d of the Gofpel of
Chrift, thy’ the Crofs of Chrift, may be
to the Tews a |tumbling Block, and to our.
modern [1fifels Faali/guf:, yet unto the
true Beleiver it is the Power of GGod and
Z).};e Wijdom of God, which brings me te
the.

2 Propy
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2 Prop, Thatit is tiis Duty and Chas
talter of every true Chniftian, to juftify
Cheift and his Wavys, from the Cavils and
Objeétions of infidel Sinners; the Chils
dren of Wifdom are obliged. to ylead hey
Caufe and vindicate her Charaller: to
difplay Chrift in his Glory, and true Re-
ligion in its Beauty and Excellency, -

1. They muft juftify Cirift and his
Ways by an Orthodox Profefiion i Tires
of the greatelt Apoftacy : Tho’ the Gofe
pel comes recommended to us by incontei-
tible Evidences of its Divinity ; yet we
frequently ind innumerable Excaptions
and Cavils made againft Chrift, and that
holy Religion which he introduced into
the Worid, many appear athamed of their
facred Profeflion and difown the impor-
tant Truths of the Clofpel. Now in thefe
Da?s of Apoftacy, undaunted Courage and
Refolution is Required to fupport a fink-
ing Caufe, and defend the Faith once de-
livered unto the Saints, and in this refpe&
Wifdom 15 juftifizd by her Children : The
fincere Chriftian makes an open Profeffi-
on of Lis Faith in the midit of its boldeft
Olzipofews, he fwims againft the Stream
and ftems the Torrent of a degenerate
Age,

§ Rom, 16. 1 Cory 1,23, 24,
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sge, he dares not deny
F.ir of Men, being convinced, that 1t 1s
exalted Madnefs, to fear them wio cag
only kil the Body, and nct to fear him,
who can difpatch the Boly to the Grave
and the Soul to a Worll of unuiterable
Tarments, he dares aot through iname,
by a carnal Complyance fall in with pre-
vailing Errors, bemg aflured that, wheys-
ever fhall be afbamed of Chrift and bis
Words, in a finful and udulterous Gemrz-
2ion, of him olfo fball the Son of Man be

afpamed, when be cometh inthe Glory of

bis Father with the boly Angeks. He there-

fore boldly manifeffes his Approbation of

Chrift and His Doélrine even when others
reproach and deny him; while Infidels
brand him as a Deceiver, he crys out with
Thowas 5 my Lord and my God, he openly
acknowledges him as his alone Saviour
upon wiom are builtall hisHopes of Com-
fort here,-and Happinefs hereafter : While
ignorant and befotted Sinners pour "Con-
tempt upon the Crofs of Chrift,the true
believer adores that aftonithing Myftery
of Godlinefs:thus by their Profetlion they
juftify Chrift and his Doétrine,

2. By the fincerity of their Faith they
Vindicate the Caufe of Chrift, Faith s

the

8. Mark 38. 20 John 28.

| 13 |-
the great Duty r_hic‘h]t}:e Gefpel moft
folernnly and frequently inculeates upon
us, and declaves to be the indifpen{dble -
Conditian of our Juftification upon Earth,
«nd acquittance at the Bar of Chrift, and
by this Faith the Chriftian declares his
Apjerbation of Chrift aud his Ways, and
prociaims lis  Excellency and Glory,
While ablitded World can {ee nor Form
or comelinefs 11» him, for which he fhould
be defired, Faith prencunces him fairer
than th: Children of Men, altogether lo:ely
the Chief of ten Thoufund. By faith the
Believer fets his feal to the Truthjof every
Thing that God has revealed concerning
him, and adores thofe Myftervs which he
cannot comprehend 3 he juftifics the Ne-
efaty of theDeath and Sufterings of Chrift,
to an{wer the Demands of the V,aw, and
atone gin oftended God, he therefore re-
Je€ts all other Objets of his Confidence
as vain and inffectual, and boi‘ems all
his hopes of obtaining the ineffzble Glo-
ries of Eternity upon the Merrity and Sa-
criflce of a crucifi'd Jefus. ~
3 He vindicates the Gofpel from many
exceptions that are bro’t againit it by the
Purity of hisConverf{ation. It is the Chare
acfer of every true Chriltian that hcz 1’5
| sy
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Yoly in all manmer of Cmryation, P
Grace of God teaches us, to demy all un~
godlinels and worldly Lufts and to live,
foberly, righteoufly and godly m this pres
fent World y Tiety and Devotion, Jultice
and Charity, Temperance and Sobriety
are pofitively injnined upon every one
that Names the Name of Chrift, and by
the fteady Praétice «f thefe amiable Ver.
tues he appears to belong to that happy
Number whom Chrift has redeem'd from
all Iniquity, and purifv'd unto himfelf 4
peculiar People wealous of good Works. By
this univerfal Holinefs we glorioufp

plead the Caufe of the Gofpel, and jufti
that Wifdom which is from apove, whi
35 pure and peaceable, we pat to filence th
dgnorance of lgooli/b Men, who afperfe the
(fofpel as a Doctrine of Licentioufnefs;
and manifeft to all the World thatall its
Myferies, are Myfteries of Holinefs and
evidence that Chrift came not to purchafe
an Indulgence for the Sins of Men, but te
defiroy the Works of the Devil : By thy
the Gofpel of Chrift thines forth in 1ts u
¢louded Glory, we adorn the Doftrine

|:. 4 The true Chriftian juftifies Chrift

LT

; {3
given us great ang.prec?ouc‘l’romifa,htbu
we m?;b.t cleanfe our (elves from all Filthis.
wefs of the Flefb and Spirit and be perfess
ting bolinefs an the fear of the Lord, ¥,
and
bis Ways by a diligent and devout atten~
tm‘.e upor the Ordinarnices of divine Wor«
ip. Thefe carnal and unregenerate Sin«
pers are aptto entertain the moft flight
ind contemptuous tho'ts of : Thefe they
often condemn, as unreafonable and une
peceflary Infitutions; But the upright
Soul declares his incomparable Efteeny
and Value for them, he adores the Autho.

pity that appointed them, admires the
Wifdom that contrived them, and blefles
the Kindnefs of Heaven, that beftowed
them vpon his Church and People, thefe
he efteervs as Zions moft precious and
pleafant Eujovments ;. tho a prophane
World may dilpife thefe Divine and face
red Privileges, yet to the true believer,
Chrift's Tabeinacles wre inexpreflibly
amiable, and when detuined from the Afs

{famblys of the Saintsthe longeth, yea faine
teth, for the Courts of God; while others

God our Saviour, and proclaim the Prap|¢an fee no excellency in the Ordinances
fes of the immaculate Jefus, who bm|of Gods Houfe, and efteem all Pretence
wafbed us from our fins in bis Blood, andlof Communion with God in them, to be
" giveyl « ; ne
1 Pet, 2,15, 1 Rev.§.

4?‘!, Tita 11, 12. '}- 3 cor‘ 70 ,,Q..
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1o better than En&uﬁa%ﬂ, and the Effe&s
of an heated Imagination; thefe fet their
Seal to their ¥ertue and efficacy s ina de-
vout Attenddce upon them, they have

talted that Chrift is gracious, and his frust)

~ bas been plealent unio themy they bave [at

under bis Shalow with great delight, and

have Received refrething Vifits from Hea-

ven, -by which thev have Been quickned

in their Maafters 3’0)‘]}, fagg fill'd awith
unfpeakable and full of Glory.

70);' 5 ”I/fhev juftify Chrift and hisWays by
their Fidelity to their Mafter, in the

midft of Poifecution and Diftrefs, our}

Saviour aflured his Difciples that i the
World thev bould haze Tribulation : The
Power and Policy f Earthand Hell are
engaged againit the Caufe of Chiift and
his Gofpel 5 hence we find, that the faith-
ful Difciples of Chrift, have in almoft all
Avzes, been perfeented with Scorn and
Contemnt, and cftentimes made Spec:
taclesto Ano<ls and Men, bv their Suffes
rings w1 Afflictins Men of whom the

Worl T e mnt w"tr‘thv, have been eftee-
m’d: 0 e wep g« fall Things, aid |
th="" ' weg fihe Farth, have been'|
tro. VLT erd weaft of Men
N itan mut be prepared,’
s te

4
& - K "t":‘l- 160 ?3'
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they

,to-meet with thege Reproaches and Suf-
,;‘fcrmg.s, none of thefe Things muft move
s, neither muft we count our very Lives

too dear to be parted with for the fuke of

Clrift; we muft with undaunted Cou-

rage and unfhaken Refolution, fiibmit to
she bittereft Trials, and endure the feve-
reft Torm~nts, rather than abandon our

:Profeflior and turn fugitives from the
.Camp o’ Chrift. Thus didthe primitive

Saints, and noble Army of Martyrs, juf-

tify Chrift and his truths in the prefence
of their bloody Perfecutors 3 they defy’d
Death tho’ attended with the moft affrigh-
ting terrors, they hugg’d their Chains,
{ang in the midft of flames, and {acrificed

their lives with Joy and Tranfport, thag -
might maintain their Fidelity to
their Lord andbear Witnefs to the truths
of his Gofpel: By fuch afirm and cou-

rageous Behaviour the Chriftiang, vifibl

triumphs over the Powers of Darknefs,
and gives the nobleft Teftimony to Chriff
and his Ways, and thus is Wifdom juft i«

fied of her Chiidren. 1 fhall clofe with
fome Improvement,

1. ' Hence the Madnefs and Folly of

thofé who vilify and condemn Chrift and
his Gofpel. The Wifdom of its Difciples

C and

20, Afts. 24, |
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and Advocates, evidences the Folly
inte who defpife and reproach 1ty It

-
"

1 s SUadtrine that comes recommended
aatee, ovihe ftrongeft motives of cre
Wlhen our Blefled Saviour was
vi7ne World, Heaven and Earth confpi-
ryi. 4o confirm his Divinity, and evi-
j¢oze the truth of his Dogtrine 5 Angels
orem et anto him, Devils trembled and
Winds and Seas obeyed
and Death were {ubjeé&
witw 315 Autbority 5 and as his Miffion
was eoutitingd vy a leries of the moft
satcniiung Miracles, {o the gracious and
cosmpa topate Pefign of his coming, s

‘) "ﬂy‘,} . ‘.;”.‘J"

) 4 Vi
el beire am,
< N ' -

ne s oags, Lafe

8. AM

sswBuene to recommend him, to the

o Javiul Recoption, among the perifh-

x -3 mens of Adam y and yet how often 1
nis Porton revijed, and his Dotrines con-
ien.ned By usnbelieving Sinners:  Buf
diwh are puilty  of the moft aftonifhing
Madnels, Fow Pall they ¢fcape who ne-

il i areat Salvation ¢ their Rejec-

Fiiwi

tion af the Gofpel of Chrift will make|

therr Condemnation awfully juft, and ute
techy wnexenlable, thiswil{ be their Gone
Jdrmmation, that Light i come into the
Fivsid. it they have loved darknefs riv

thor ikan Light, Their Sin is therefore
| aggra»

AN SCUNE ¥

2 Johii 1g,

of
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sggravated, .beygnd what .the Devils ate
capable of, and their puuifhment wiil be
aftonifhingly encreafed. .
" 2. What we have heard fhould be 1
roved as an earncft perfwafive 1o ail,
oth Minifters and People, to ¢vilenes
them{felves the Sons of Wildoge, by jul
tifying Chrift and his Ways. ang, |
~ Firft, let us who by profetlicns e Ui
Embaffadors of Chnft, and pecuiariy
devoted to his Scrvice, be perfwaded, 1
juftity Chrift by making hin the greal
Subjeé of our publick Preachivg und

pl‘ivatc Di[‘courfes,‘ by il}(".}itﬂf.i}')g 311’-?’5:"33

our Hearers, the great and diftuiponting
Articles of the Chriftian Faith: "Linw -
deed is almoft grown out of Faftuern, and
many who pretend to the Charadics, of
Minifters of the Gofpel, inftead of julti-
fying the Caufe of Chrift, pour cons
tempt upon the grand peculiars of the

| Gofpel Difpenfation, they cry up the

Law of Nature, and feem to difreiiig
every Thing that can not be compielien-
ded, by their dark and fhullow Capics
ties ; the Divinity of Chnft, the Vailue
of his Merits, the Necefity of i Satil
fa&tion, and the power of his Inter cif.on,
feem to be forgotten in the Lbua l of

tlseis
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their Divinity :  But hod# contrary igjgre

this to the Pracice of the great Apoftlesfyou to withdraw from your
nor infuence you

the Faith oxce delivered un
n a Word adorn
oly and becoming
Mouths of

and primitive Teachers of the Gofpel: feflion,
Daily in the Temple, and in every Houfe,
they ceafed not, 1o teach and to preach
Fefuss and St. Paul wasa Dattern and
Example to all fucceeding Minifters,
who determined, not to know any Thing,
~ fave Chrift and him crucified . He looks
upon every thing elle, with a dif{dainful
{fmile and crys out, God forbid that I
Poould glory, fave in the Crofs of qur
Lord Fefus Chrift. And happy would
it be for the Chnftian Churc]}x, if its
Minifters in all Ages, were infpired with
the fame noble Refolution, and would
imitate his ezcellent Example,

But I proceed to addrefls my felf in
one word to the whole Body of this Peo-
ple. Be perfwaded it you have any Zeal
for the Honour of Chrift, any Regard
for your own Souls, to manifeft: your
felves the Song of Wifdom by a ftead-
fuft  adherence to the Dollrines of
the Gofpel, notwithftanding all the
Qppofitions “and difcoyragements  you
may meet with :  Suffer not the Crafti-
nels of Seducers, nor the triumphant Pro-

',:,A,éts. 42, 1 Cor. 2.2, 6Qal, N“‘?reﬁ

will ﬁo‘) the

ming Fire,

pronounce t

(]

G of Errér and Infidelity,
{acee

to adulterate
to the Samis.
by an
which

now f{o often t

{bortly be reveu
to take vengance on them

that knew not Gud, and obey not the
Gofpel of Chnift: And if
maintein an unfpotted
adorable Saviour, he

knowledge and applaud you,
f Angels and Men,

Sentence upon you
Math. 25. 34. Gome ye bleffed of my Fa-
ther, inberit the Kingdom prepare

{rom the Foundation of the orld,
Amen.

grand Confiftory o
hat happy

FINIS

your CharaCter,
Converfation,
Gainfayers, and
glorions Evidence of the truth of

that Do@rine you profefs.
To conclude for your Encourigement

be affured that the fame ]efus who 1is
eviled and 1nfulted will

ted from Heaven 1n fla-

.

to tempt
Pro-

you now
Fidelity to this
will publickly ac-
before the
and

d for you






