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“Mark vi:
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A celebrated preacher of the French Re-
formed Church to whom I am indebted for a
good deal of what I now propose to say,

s calls attention, in a sermon on this text, to
ti.e - marvellotis simplicity of the style of the
bjographers of our Lord. One would sup-
pose that mgn who were so deeply interested
in John the Baptist, men who had as. profound
a reverence for his character and his mission,
as they undoubtedly had, would not have
recorded so atrocious 'a crime as that.of
Herod against him, without some expression
of their own sentiments in regard to it. A
man putting to death the greatest prophet of
the age, a prophet of. whom our Saviour says
thata greater had never been.boin of woman,
and for no other offence than. for simply re-
minding him of the law which he had so fla-
‘grantly transgressed: ] say, one would think,
that these evangelists would not have suffered
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the record of such a crime to pass without
some expression of their indignation against
the wrong ; and yet, we find nothing of the
sort from the beginning to the end of the
narrative. It is,simply a plain statement of
facts. And thishas been often noted as a char-
acteristic of the style of these evangelists
throughout. They suppress all their emotions;
they never tell us how they think or how they
feel in reference to the matters they record;
although thc, are matters generally which
might stir the souls of men to their very
depths. Now how can we account for this?
It certainly cannot be accounted for upon
any other suppositioni than that they were
penmen of the Holy Ghost! Thereis no sur-
prise expressed here because nothing can sur-
prise God; there is no exhibition of the wick-
edness of the human heart that can surprise
Him who knew man from the beginning, and
who had for thousands of years been testify-
ing that “the thoughts of the imaginations of
man’s heart were evil, and only ‘evil, contin-
ually,” But while all this is so, while this
is the ‘most prominent charactetistic perhaps
of the style of these evangelists, yet it
ought not to hinder us from endeavoring to’
derive those lessons which these facts were
evidently intended to teach ; nor ought it to
hinder us from cherishing those emotions of

STl M Rl . . R N .
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as his father.

The Dance and the Murder. 5

indignation against outrage with which our
better nature inspires us. This appalling
revelation of the human heart as we find it
here in Herod and in the abandoned woman
that he had taken to be his wife, is a lesson
which God has left in His word for our learn-
ing, that we may, as.in a mirror, behold our-
selves and repent betime, and flee to that
fountain which has been opened, in the house
of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusa-
lem, for sin and uncleanness.

I.—And in the first place it may be ob-
served that the Herod who is here mentioned
is he who is commonly known as Herod An-
tipas, a son of the Herod the Great, one of
the most atrocious villians that ever wielded
the sceptre of government. But this man
does not seem to have been altegether as bad
We cannot even conceive of
his father having been impressed as this re-
cord tells us Herod Antipas was impressed
by the preaching of John the Baptist. A
man who could slaughter so many innocent
infants at a venture in order to be sure, as he
thought, of .one victim, must have been at
that time utterly abandoned of God, judi-
cially abandoned to infatuation of mind and
hardness of heart. But this Herod it seems
feared John, feared him not on account of
any physical power that he had; there was
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no.reason to fear him on this account as thegtohy-ground heatets of the parable he was
event showed it was very easy for him to ar-iemporarily impressed, andynot ogly so but
rest John and place him dn prison and putp. did many things. Thig impression "was
him to dedth It was the moral power of; 5o transient as thatit was only regarded
this dustere prophet from the wilderness thatr,r 2 moment after it was made, but it even
impressed the conscience of this man, deeply |ed to action on the part of this not'yet aban--
sunk as he was in all the vices of the times.j,ned wretch—he did many ‘things. From
He feared John, and even “heard him glad-\pese expressions it would seem that at that
ly;” a very remarkable expression in refer-;ne Herod was not utterly given up of God
ence to such a man as Herod Antipas. Hegyq he seems to have been soon afterwards.
not only heard this prophet, but he heard Tryculent in his fature, as the members
him gladly. No doubt he was impressed by of that family generally were, bloodthirsty,
John's preaching as sometimes reprobate jolerating no obstacle in the path of his am-
men are impressed now when they hear thepition, always ready to do anything or dare
glad tidings of salvation; when they not only ypything in order that any master lust might
hear the command to repent, but hear also pe gratified, yet we find that his mind was
that it is possible to obtain-repentance; thatpot wholly barred as yet against/the in-
God in giving this command has at the same fluences of heaven. And yet you see how
time given the promise that He will bestow this man acts; he takes to wife a woman,
this repeatance upon those who ask Him.whom, according to the law of Moses, he
“There was some transient relish, no doubt, in sught not to haye dared to marry ; not only
the mind of Herod, of the good things whichaccording to the law of Moses, But"according
the gospel proclaims to save sinners fromio tiie law of nature (for he not ohly is guilty*
despair. There seem to -be mouents in the 5f adultery but incest), wresting from thebo-
life of the very worst men, in which the filth om of his brother one who was his’ married
of their nature sinks to thé bottom as it were wife, and appropriating her to himsélf. This
and leaves a space above which is clear, srother whom he robs of his wife wasa Herod,
which-is for a little while transparent, through ut he does not seeth to have been so fierce
which the light of truth may shine; and pos-ys the men of that family usually were; he
sibly - it-was’ so-with this man, Like theieems to have been an exception to the rule
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'in having a very mild and retiring temper, ajmstances of it in their hearts and inquired'

man who, would rather see himself wrongedpat this child should become in Israel! Are

than assert his rights by any very energeticoy going to cut short your ministry, as you
or violent means. fe almost certain to do, by exasperating the

! "VVlell now, John the- Baptist comes torath, of such a tyrant, bringing yourself to

Herod, the tetrarch,and says “ it is not lawfuly untimely end? Don’t you see that'Herod
forthee to have her.”” This stern prophetas been impressed by your preaching, that
who came in the spirit aid power of Elijahe fears you, that he has some reverence for
who never feared the face of man, comes tdou, that he has heard you_gladly, even
this proud king upon his throne, and says “ifadly,-that he has done some things at your
is not lawful for thee to have her” lystance. the like to which he was never known
might have been suggested to John, possibly do at the instance of anybody else? John,
may have been suggested to him by some ofou have Herod more under your influence
his friends, that it would be a very uselespan any man in Palestine; you are the only
thing to speak to such a man as Herod abouhan that can possibly do him any good; now
such a matter as that. “Does not Herodo you intend deliberately to sacrifice all
know perfectly well already that he has viogese prospects of usefulpess in order to tell
fated the law of Moses? Cai you hope tdm a thing which he knows just as well as
reach that man’s consciencs, when he has defou cn tell him, and in which he is deter-
liberately transgressed the {aw, which he prolined to continue? "

fesses to observe, in order to gratify an im* Now, my brethren, that was very plau-
perious lust? What is the use of it? Angble reasoning, and reasoning, perhaps,
then, John, you see that you are limiting th¢hich would influence a great many min-
career of your own ministry; that you arfters of the gospel, ‘but it did not in-
putting yourself in all probability beyontuence John. John's reply would have
the power of doing any good. Why yogen: “ 1 have been commissioned as a
have been preaching but for three years, yoweacher of righteousness; I have nothing to
s man in reference to whom wonderful proo do with these considerations in reference
phecies went before; you, whose ‘birth wab my future usefulness or in reference to the
& miraculous that all men pondered the citerilto which I expose myself when I under-

o
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take to rebuke such a man as this. Ihy more flagrant and more -inexcusable; it
ut one thing to do, and that is to be faithone of my concern. Success is a thing
'to my calling, to preach the preaching why which I have no control; it is my busi-
'God bids me; -and as God has given me|s my sole business, to be found faithful
'commissio'n ‘to rebuke sin whereyer Iﬁnd}n ambassador of God and a witness for
‘then' I must rebuke it in him who is the higg» This is the spirit which-all the minis-
‘est in the land.” And besides he might hd of the gospel ought to cultivate. They
'said, “ the very fact that I have this influer sent to men as men, without reference to
over Herod makes it the more incumbent us; gocial or adventitious distinctions; To a
me to tell him about his sins, for he is likijster of the gospel a man isa man, and a
to hear it from no one else, These kingsaer is a sinner, whether he is clothed in
so unfortunate as to be in a position neverple and fine linen and fares sumptuously
hear of their own faults. They are siy day, or whether he is a beggar lying at
rounded with an atmosphere of flattery dgate with the dogs licking his sores, for
lies; they are surrounded with a set of sy(man in purple and the man in rags afe
phants and parasites who never think of ajally responsible to God. They have both
thing but their own interests, and therefded and they both need salvation.
will never offend him who is the fountaing _—Notice in the next place how this re-
honor, of influence and of emolument. Ite of John was received. Of course very
independent of all these things, and itictantly reccived, very unwillingly sub-
especially incumbent upon me to tell tted to by either Herod or the infamous
high-handed sinner about his sins because nan who claimed now to be his wife. But
one else .will be likely to tell him” ] de is evidently this difference between the
would have replied “that as to the way'ice of Herodias and the malice of Herod.
which Herod. may receive my message, thodias never seems for one moment to have
is none of my concern, It may please Gpted; never for one mément to have lost
to send the. arrow to his conscience.and ¢4t of the purpose which she intended to
vict him and lead him to repentance. pmplish in some way or other; that is, the
may be that it will only aggravate his cth of John thie Baptist. She was not only
demnation by making his rebellion agaigry wicked but evidently a very shrewd
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woman, and with a very determined ghe hearts and in the consciences of men!
She Was determined to sacrifice vafthut,.,why, brethren, say these things? Do
to her malice in order to secure the, déatpers sin because there is any reason in it?
this prophét. 'She was watching and Y they execute the purpose of their malice
ing ; watching and waiting we do not kiguse there is anything really to be gained
how long, but she never lost sight of thefit? Could anything be gained except the
pose ; she waited until a “ convenient daye transient satisfaction of having grati-
.day suited to her purpose to arrive, and § the passion.? Forit must be conceded
she put her plan into execution. I there is this much pleasure in sin: that

But now let us pause to inquire what pvolves the gratification of some appetite
woman could hope to gain by putting Jpassion ; and the gratification of.a passion
the Baptist to death. Hehad never trou; ppetite is the cause of a temporary satis-
her at all except with the word of the kon whether the gratification be lawful or
he had never done her any wrong; .he‘ Herodias in this case was just like us
never seen her perhaps at all, not ever and the picture which is held up to
the occasion when he said to Herod, “lhere is 2 picture of ourselves and this
not lawful for thee to have her”” Hejhe thing that we ought to endeavor to
done her no wrong whatever exceptyress upon our ‘hearts. God has ordain-
wrong which was involved in telling the tighese things that we might be warned
in delivering a solemn message from ?the sins of those who have gone be-
What then could she expect to gain from us. It proves nothing at all that you
death? If she wasin the wrong, as-she { not conscious of any wickedness such
have known she was, his death wouldhat of Herodias. When the prophet told
alter the case; if he was right, and ifzael what horrible atrocities he was going
trouble had come from the fact that itperpetrate upon Israel, he exclaimed, “Is
God’s word that John had announceg.servant a dog that he should ‘do this
John were put out of the way, it wouldg?” And there cannot be any doubt
put God out of the way; if Johri’s head: Hazael was sincere, that he really thought
taken off it would not silence the voide time that he was utterly incapable of
God which was ever ringing in the earsig such things. He did not know himself
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we dqry day aud every hour and every moment
‘had man in deliberate intent; the man is
J, his nature i3 bad and he may at any

be inflamed by tempration and exas-
pted to do any sort of wickedness. But

a good deal. And here let me call yout ajetimes the nature of the tiger or the
tion to the explanation of the ’apparent't"ﬁ1 seems to be aslecp. Herod was notat
crepancy between the account of Maty moment meditating something bad,
and the account of Mark in regard to‘l there were some moments when he heard
mattér. In Matthew it is said that Hp gladly and did many things; when he
wished to kill John but he feared the pe red” him, and at these times he kept
In Mark it is said that he kept John. from the malice of his wife. And as
rodias could not kill him because that H been justly observed, the Scriptures are

feared John and kept him safe;” guard often charged with incousistency in the
defended him. He kept him from the mbunts which they give us of men, simply
of the woman, defeating all her plans. BU3e they are so perfectly true and faith-

is the way that Mark has it. Now the in
says: Here is a contradiction; one of

evangelists says he wanted to kill him|
the other says he saved him from b
killed. How do you recorncile these
things? There is no difficulty at all i%
conéiling them if you only suppose

Herod was inconsistent with himself, th
at one time wanted to kill John and did

and so we do'not know ourselvés;
know the depths of sin within us, and
these facts are an exhortation and a wa
to-us to watch and pray that we ente
into,temptation. Herod evidently vacil

The King of Judah_ in the prophecy
remiah is spoken of sometimes as tak-.
are of the prophet against the malice of
rcourtiers; and then again he is repre-
d as persecuting the prophet. Now if
Ekiah, the persecutor, had had his history
rded by one man, and Zedekiah, the pro-

r of Jeremiah had had his history re-
led by another man, the German infidel
another time when he was in a very diffdd have said, why here is an incon-
mood he saved John from the malice of Y —2 contradiction ; but it so happens

these accounts are found in the same his-

wife. This is a very simple explana , Junt:
There is hardly any man who is unifor and in adjoining chapters.. The Bible is
P ~

Take the case of Zedekiah and Jere- °
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true and faithful in the account that it md chief captains, mighty men, and the chief
us of, m .add’thé&*e‘?é;é’fﬁege accounts ttates of Galilee assembled at a grand feast,
pheifs Bb 1ML because the men ard now is the time, says Herodias. Now is

- ot "(‘:onyssis.tent with themselves. Why, whje time to get rid of John the Baptist !

any man but a bundle of inconsisten¢ Here is something very strange again. Isa
You never knew a man that was altogéstival, when people have come together to

good or altogether bad; you never knéjoy themselves and to

enjoy good cheer, is:

man that did not have two sides to his qat a good time to commit murder ? Is that
acter, and if you had seen him altogethe convenient day, oh Herodias, for the ac-
one side you would have said the man ispmplishment of such an infernal purpose as
If you had seen him on the other sidephine? A time of feasting and of good
avould have said this man is a perfect fheer! Such times as these in the East, and
and ready to be translated. Consistengpecially in kings' courts or in the courts of
not the privilege of anybody on earthjose who were the representatives of kings,
much less is it the privilege of men offere times for the manifestation of grace, of
lent tempers and passions like Herod Anfyyor, on the part of rulers! It wasa time
tetrarch of Galilee. So that the evanghen the king would manifest the generosity
Matthew, undér the guidance of the Sind nobleness of his nature by pardoning
gives us one ‘aspect of Herod’s charactome great criminal, by letting out of prison
respect to Johm;, and the evangelist Eomebody who had been condemned to death!
gives us another aspect of the same B we find at the passover, Pilate'says to the
Herodias on the whole found it woulg}ews' «1 must release unto them one-at the

very difficult to wreak her malice upon

assover ; now which will you have, Barabbas

the Baptist, and yet she could not give tor Jesus?” So that on all sides it seems

patience of determined malice, as Wda] was a convenieat day for the execution

.darling project of her heart, and Wit{trange that this woman should think a’ festiv

with cunning and sagacity, she waitedbf her purpose of murder against the pro:

the convenient day should come, a dajhet of the Lord. But

Herodias knew hu-

venient for her purpose, and it arriveqman nature a great deal better than we do,

was Herod’s birthday. He had all theif we think it strange.

She knew very well
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that such feasts as Herod was in the habit
holding in his palace, were feasts in which tf
lusts of- the flesh had full swing. She kn
perfectly well that such a banquet as he p

posed to give was an occasion on which th .
der of a prophet of God. There was not
was an utter forgetfulness of God. She kngthing in the heart or in the life of John

that people came together at that time in { . . :
; i « Baptist which was not directly contradic-
the pomp and circumstance and parade ) to the spirit of all the people who should

wealth or of high official position and all ¢ » 7 ]
: ; . ‘hssembled there; they were diametrically
pomp and circumstance of fashionable life seed the one to the other ; the one fear:

order to enjoy themselves, as they call o . . _

They did not come together to do justice God, the Oz}}::rlf?;gggggof%)if ;23 (I?{niz
anybody; they did not come together to (i(mg upon thr h g B hich
favor to anybody; they did not come & teousness as the supreme object whic

ger o any purpose on cuth ot 547 SORLSUEILLS PUrey e ot oo
simply to enjoy themselves and gratify the and glory of the kin dom's of this world
passions. They were lovers of pleasure, ar{ g & .

the lovers of pleasure have been uniformd Oneull({iﬂ(l’a"ﬂéltnge‘téh:tt t&e:em‘::asl'nomf:;”?f'
hard of heart. Nobody knew that bett\’tewﬁ néss and ﬁolilx)n's and the gt‘)er be-
* than Herodias. She had experience in court,  sa and hoHness, o

ng it rio power dt all but the power of

she was brought up according to the mof . ,
approved methods of fashionable life, and isaggezf'sgr?u teg:;c;(;t tj}}izdéleaesnltt}:wtuit
she knew anything, she knew. that these Pel " tonnection of things? Where“: was'
ple who were devoted to fashion were peop . o " ine of monarchs that made
who had no heart; that if there is a place Y

the world where selfishness reigns with u}Sure their chief end to the same ex-

broken dominion, it is in the bosoms of tho? 23 the lm? of the Rorqax} cmpe}'ors?.
i who spared no expensé in grder ta

1d take place on an occasion like that,
odias, in other words, knew that it was
nvenient day; that it was the most suit-
L season of any that could be had for the

who think of nothing but fashion and folly !
She knew also that the wine would flog
freely; she knew the intoxicating revel thy

ultiply the instruments and appliances
uxury., And of course all who were
to do it, followed the example’ of’

o

e
G
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the court. Now what was the charact . L . Lich
i — rers “"Vied? That atrocivus cnme by whic
this people—these lovers of pleasure—t te'ﬁfiv o Mandred fhousand e

people who live for nothing but to gr™ eath dn
themselves. What was their character {CSt people of France wezi’ls)u:v:?n?n . old
cruelty? Why, feeding the fishes in instant without a.t T}?mﬁ)lreast merc%léssly
fish-ponds with the flesh of their slaves!{n and infants. athe :efusea fo bow down
worse than that, if possible, we find the chered because & y

gins and matrons of Rome assembled in|? walfer 'and_ “'O",Shc‘lp :}t ans ;‘OSOCI!- reT?:tg
vast amphitheatres, which would seat #$ all their crime, anh whe ow, L % at,
100,000 to 150,000 people, and assemblcEs that infernal butchery cofn }r{lvea; Dur-
witness for their amusement what sorg the marriage fe:}t)w:‘;l_es obecains?‘:) was a
spectacle? O, my God! for their am@‘re! That was he 1mt§ {r;-;élr sa
ment! Hundreds of men slaying onen€ of _feastg_t;lg, it Wa’sbad;m\;a: t}:inkir1yg"’ =
other before their eyes, saturating the san'$ 2 time when every dol p et
the arena with their blood. This for tifying himself, regar _6551(: ar});' Plu-éan_
amusement, not of the masses only, b own desires. Herodias knew her ;

knew man ; she knew what human nature

:\l/l:)):lil. w}‘"lr%ewﬁf:mtggﬁzt:nf ih;hrit délth s, and she knew that this fashionable revel

i s the very place for murder. It was the
:h:gg\l/?:;yf(:?zﬁ:ii;%‘gg n?r;:;g,:‘;;ta%:ce where hardness of heart re’xgngd ; for
a real fight and a real death. The jaacd‘}f—indulgence, hardness of heart and cruelty
could only be made to light up by the s
of real blood flowing from the wound
dying gladiators. Now there——there is

i ! ! . .
%‘cn&zs:fwé%?a:f rll\gitll:;i' “ II;I‘?S‘: hg:d girl), she sends her daughter 1in{c this
hate”—¢ Lust hard by hate!” This is nqueting-house to dance before thxsd. g;xp-[
the only instance in.the history of the w d massf ('é 1}<.)lrds; h‘\%})‘u szx‘;:{s 3‘2“ Ccc;rcx'-
which illustrates the same thing. When ates of Lahlec: :

: ve how great’ degradation and disgrace
the Bartholomew massacre congeived and s whole thing ‘was unless you remember

together ! ‘

nd now, notice she is willing to make
1l fusther sacrifices. She sends her daugh-
Salome, (Josephus tells us the name of
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the-customs and habits of those times. ’ ]
did not know anything at all a?n:;ll?;etshe]ie passions of thes¢ fen would be inflamed
miscuous dancing of modern times, No i the spectacle !l She knew into what pas-
thing was ever heard of in those days {matc outbursts of admiration they would
respectable, marriageable, but unmarried cak when
dancing with a man! 1t would have ple intricate mazes of her dance, and she
considered by ‘thesé Romans the very PeW that such woul_d pe the admiration that
disgrace. The only kind of dancing wi erod would be willing to grant her any-
was recognized was professional danci ing that she should ask. Just as it is with
the performance of people who made dahc fools of modern times who will express
ing a profession, just as they made actinheir admiration for people of the same sort
profession. And hére was the degrada the most extravagant an.d in the most fan-
to which Herodias, who ‘was a queen, stic way. Givén up to idolatry, they are
mitted when she would put her own dayllso given up to worship the basest of idols,
"ter into the.condition—the disreputable of® the French of the revolution made a wo-
. dition of a professional dancer! And yhan of that sort their god and the represen-
too, before a set of men’ who wative of their religion. So she, counting
Jalf drunk, and no doubt in that cost;,spon these depraved passions of the gugsts
that.was no faller than some of the costu“‘f Herod, knew that she would get what she
which are worn by the modern members anted. She was not admitted to the feast;
that profession. ~ ’ “Bler daughter, Saléme, was not admitted to
My brethren, she knew her man and Me foast; there was no rare dish for either
knew the men that she had to deal with {gf them provided. Now she determines to
’ - Lave er dish, which is John the Baptist's

cager was she to get'the head of God’
phet, to.get that testimony 'ex(tzipm_ﬁ'shsedppead, and she was successfull Herod, heated
B < 3 5 1

L .. ; ; > 0 . . . .:_ . . . N ’
Ik et o e Bapias ot s USRS A Tl
10 longer be hear elling 1 “rabic g! ys: :

_S_ir}s: that she %vas willing totsUb'ln%i::; :lfl goever thou wilt and T will give it thee.” fend
(gndxgn}ty and ‘the loss of reputation whihen in a motnent, with that profaneness
she might otherwise incur. She kne hich characterizes such people; swore unto
SNe mighl « . e knew t « . - : ‘
. . Cou . fer Ask of me whatsoever thou wilt and

they saw this girl going through

s

e e s
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I will give it to thee, if it is the half of in the Baptist alive. There never wis but
kingdom!” There, it is done. And ;\ there never shall be another. Butthen
girl comes out immediately and asks k. are men,” who, at a_ great distance
inother, “what shall T ask?” It was John the Baptist in dignity are still
necessary to ask that question. She kng gy men who lift up their voice it warn-
veiy well what her mother wanted. Thg o sinners, no matter how they are
wis not an instant’s delay at any rate in .4 dressed, how they are found housed, in
answer; it was short, and terrible: * Jolces as well as in hovels, clothed in pur-
flic Baptist's head!” And the dancing-d;d fine linen as well as clothed in rags.
trips back ‘nto the banqueting hall’ and sdere are men in-this world'whom- God en-
« T will that thou give me, immediately, Joes to determine to keep a good conscience
Baptist's head in a charger.” Immediatel o what will; men whom he inspires with
Her mother had no doubt instructed Brage to denounce the wickedness not only
upon that-point. Herod may relent whenlpeir generation in a mass, but who de-
finds out what he has unwarily promis§pce the wickedness of this man and that
He may relent, and he may try to get outh ; and I do not honestly think that it'is
it, therclore say immediately ! And Hh’er‘)dt‘ohd the bounds of probability that before
4s successful she is victorious; she 'of this generation shall pass away God

triumphant when the c¢xecutioner conly call some of his people to suffer unto -

‘back ““ith__the head of God’s precious Pith in this country, in these United States,
phecina dish. Iboasted Home of liberty! God has been
¢ Now, is not this dreadful, my brethréyacking men and things to us in-a-ivéfy
‘Does it not make our blood run cold; dealling way in the last-few months. He
«it not make our flesh creep ¢ And yet it peen showing us what is possible,-and no
'my deliberate conviction that it was nothin has a right to say that proscription and
‘but what might have been expected ungsecution for political opinions may not bé

t:he* circumstanees of. the case. 'l.‘here %owed by proscription and persecution for
nothing there that might not possibly OCC'gious opinions.

‘to us in this country and in this genei‘atif')ne of the things which--look that way-i“’

:of -the world, if there .was such a man

[ of the things which it seems o me is

i
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.préparing for that state of things, whignods, presbyteries, sessions, we find the chil-
breaking the way for it, is this insane pufen of this church rushing into these amuse-
of pleasure on the part of the people ofjents what can we expect of therest? Not
country, as if that were the chief thingly has the Presbyterian Church testified
which mankind and womankind were mgainst these things and warned her children,
and it is not only people of the world pt the Episcopal Church has done it in her
do it, but church-members and the mlemn conventions, and the Methodist
bers of the Presbyterian Church—the mghurch in her solémn.conferences.; and even
church of the world—the church whichje Papal body itself, in its most solemn
furnished more victims for the stakegpuncils, has issued its warning against these
the dragonade, for imprisonment, for rils, but all in vain, in vain, or the visible
howling wilderness, for the dens and cavgect has been to chafe the torrent and make
the earth than any other church since impetuosity the more conspicuous as it
outbreak of the reformasion. O, tell it n shes madly on to heil in spite of all the
Gath; publish it not in the streets of hrriers which ecclesiastical councils and
kelon, that the members of this mgnventions have endeavored to erect. The
church are among the foremost in thisinhc was, beloved friends, when-a member of
pursuit after the pleasurés of the world.{e Presbyterian Church would have said:

Now, my brethren, .when the stand| dgn't see the evil of these things, my
bearer faints we begin to think thatjnscience is not convinced that they are
cause: is almost hopeless; and here isfong, but I can make so smali a sacrifice-as
chysch of ours, which God -has made Rt for Christ. I can make so small a sac-
during three centuries at-least, the standjce as staying away {rom the ball-room or
bearer against the hosts of the kingdo Latre for Christ’s sake. But where are the
darkness and death. When this Preshiople now who say it? There may be
rian Church begins .to faint; when it bef€; I hope there are, I believe there are.
to relax its solemn senmse of the testin tit is perfectly piain that there is a great
which .God-has intrusted to her; when,k]t}tUde who do .not. They say, T will
begins to ape tlre fashions of the world, tify myscIf in that feeling in spite of gen-
in spite; of the protests of general assemb I' assemblies and: councils! What, right
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have they to talk to me? What right hi the question. Oh, the blind minds of
they to dictate to me how I shall enjoy .:‘fn! Does it not seem strange that Chris-
self?” That is the language of such; ifn people, those who profess to be Christian
language of the lover of pleasute. Itis %ople, cannot see these things? Is it not
language of her who liveth in pleasure, s¥ange that they should not recognize the
is therefore, God being witness, dead wict that there is an utter—an utter con-
she lives. riety——between.such scenes and the spirit

1 cannet go any further, my breth the gospel, and the spirit of one who pro-
There are some other interesting thingspses to be a stranger and a pilgrim upon
this narrative, but I cannot detain you ionde carth? Do they ever hear these words
Now the lesson which Iwishto impress up the apostle: “Be not conformed to this
you, the lesson which this solemn narratorld, but be transformed by the renewing
impresses. upon all, is the indispensable % your minds, that ye may prove what is

cessity of watching and praying if wear at good and perfect and acceptable will of
1 d”? Now lay these things to heart, watch

be delivered froar temptation—-watching _
praying. It Has been very well said t d pray -that ye enter not into temptation.

this is a thing that canmot be done by
lover of pleasure. The young woman, ¥
is dressing herself for the bali, is not "wat],
ing and she never thinks of praying,and
the midst of the scenes of revelry, and in(:
intoxicating dance, she is far less inclined
watch and pray, and has far less opportus
than she has at other times. When she co:;|
home in the smaii hours of the night, weg
of the dance, intoxicated with the adulat
and flattery whicli she has recetved, ther
still less of a disposition o pray. She |
forgotten'God, she has been absorbed
the world and its vanities and prayer. is
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