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ADDRESSED TO A PIOUS LADY 1ST HER LAST ILLNESS. 

As wanes apace thy parting day, 
Be strong in faith, and fear no ill; 

Thy Saviour will not turn away, 
But guard thee still. 

’Tis meet that thou by Jordan stand, 
And see awhile the distant shore; 

But Jesus will outstretch his hand, 
And take thee o’er. 

Fear not when troubles come, and hell -t(. 

Assails thy spirit from below ; 
The floods which threaten as they swell, 

Shall not o’erflow. 

L 
The shepherd of the church is nigh 
To those that want, to those that weep; 

His arm is mighty, and his eye 
Doth never sleep. 

Behold the fowls that fly above, 
And lillies of the field so fair; 

These share thy heavenly Father’s love, 
And feel his care. 

His ear is open, and his eye 
Is over all, to do them good; 

He hears the ravens when they cry, 
And gives them food. 

Gouldst thou—a mother—couldst thou e’er 1 

Forget thy child in pain and grief? 
Oh, no ! thy love was surely there, 

To give relief. 

So doth thy Father care for man, 
And doth not leave his soul alone; 

He never will, he never can 

Forget his own. < 

Like as a little child will cleave, 
In danger to its mother’s breast, 

Cleave thou to him, and he will give 
Thy spirit rest. 

’Tis good to share a mourner’s part, 
’Tis good for man to be chastised; 

A broken and a contrite heart 
Is not despised. i 

The clouds which threaten when they low’r 
Fall down in show’rs of fruitful rain ; 

The lightning’s flash and thunder’s roar 
Are not in vain. 

The troubles of a faithful heart, 
Conflicting with its inward foes, 

Do but a healing halm impart 
To all its woes. 

Turn then, and wipe thy weeping eyes, 
And see that every trying ill 

Is only blessing in disguise, 
And mercy still. 

Be still a little while, and wait— 
Wait for the joy that waits for thee: 

Thou canst not tell, at last, how great ,, 

Thy joy shall be. 

In harvest time the ripen’d corn, 
When all the farmer’s toils are o’er. 

Is homeward with rejoicing borne, 
To bless his store. 

Wait, leaning on thy Saviour’s breast . \ 

In patience, till his angels come, 
And bear thy spirit to its rest 

In Heav'n thy Home. 

For the Central. Presbyterian. 

Belation of Freedmen to the Presbyte- 
rian Church. 

Mr. Editor,—I have read, with a great 
deal of interest, the discussions in your 
paper concerning the relation of the 
Freedmen to the Presbyterian Church; 
and have been a little surprised that Dr. 
Atkinson should have been suffered to 
stand alone in the public defence of his 
side of the question. It cannot be de- 

> nied that there is a diversity of views, 
not only among the ministers, but among 
the ruling elders and private members of 
our Church upon this vital subject. But 
I must say that the majority of those 
with whom I have conversed are decided- 

ly opposed to the action which*the General 
Assembly seems to have taken in regard 
to the right of the Freedmen to bear of- 
fice in our Church. I wish, therefore, to 
be indulged in adding my testimony to 
that of our respected brother, the Presi- 
dent of Hampden Sidney College, in be- 
half of what we believe to be the teach- 

ing of the Word of God in relation to 

some of the points in controversy. 
1. And, first, the Assembly appears to 

me to have conceded everything which 
we ask for, in conceding that there is 

nothing in the Word of God to hinder 

any man from bearing office in the church 
on account of his race or color. And I 
cannot help thinking that the remaining 
resolutions of the paper adopted by the 
Assembly, which seem to be inconsistent 
with this concession were suggested more 
by a spirit of compromise' than by any 
disposition to withhold from Freedmen 

any right or privilege not denied to them 
in that great charter from which all our 
own rights and privileges are derived. 
There was no necessity for making any 
“deliverance” upon the subject. It 

ought to have been taken for granted 
that such a body as the Assembly, which 
represented the mass of Presbyterians 
in the South, would do its duty to the 
Freedmen, as it had been endeavoring to 
do before the emancipation, although 
greauy nmaerea by tne Abolitionists.— 
But if with or without necessity, they 
determined to take action, then it would 
have been more in harmony with the 

history of the Presbyterian Church to 
declare the truth of God and stand by 
it, without any unbelieving and timid 

glances into the future. To bear witness 
to the truth and do the present duty is 
our’s; the future is God’s. The first 
resolution was enough, (a.) 

2. And this leads me to observe, sec- 
ond, that the perplexity besetting this 

question is, in a great degree, imaginary. 
' We are not overrun with Freedmen, nor 
are we likely to be. This seems to be 
conceded in some of your articles, Mr. 
Editor; though in others, you draw a 
graphic picture of the evils "likely to re- 
sult from the great number of colored 
ministers and elders which may inun- 
date the Church. Still, if with due dili- 
gence and caution on the part of Ses- 
sions and Presbyteries in admitting offi- 
cers and members, the Church should re- 
ceive a very large number of those poor 

Souls, I am persuaded that no man 

would rejoice more heartily in such a 
blessed work of the Spirit, than you, Mr. 
Editor, and the brethren who think with 
you, on this question. I have referred 
to the necessity of diligence and caution, 
because it appears to me to have been 
taken for granted, in the arguments on 
your side, that no more of these qualities 
were required, or would be exercised in 
reference to the Freedmen than in refer- 
ence to the whites. A moment’s consid- 
eration will show that this is not the case. 
\\ e must be governed by the same con- 
siderations which govern our missionaries 
among the heathen. Me ought, undoubt- 
edly, to exercise more caution in the case 
of a people, who are not influenced by a 
class of motives which are of powerful 
operation among ourselves; who are 

emerging from a condition totally differ- 
ent from any in which we have ever found 
the white people of the South. It would I 
be mere quackary to treat these two classes 
in precisely the same way. Yet it is 
some apprehension that this would be 
done, which lies at the root of the perplex- 
ity generally felt, (b.) 

3. Again; we must not be hindered 
from doing our duty by thereproaches of 
the Northern Church, or by their unfaith- 
fulness to their own required obligations. 
I admired the articles in which you ex- 

posed the injustice, if not the hypocrisy, 
of our self constituted judges and prose- 
cutors of the North. I admired them as 
constituting a very conclusive argumen- 
tum ad hominem. But how does this 
help our case, if we are not doing our 
duty ? You have, indeed, succeeded in 
showing that the men of the North ought 
to be a little kind to feelings of which 
they themselves are guilty, and that their 
abuse of the men of the South is, to the 
last degree, unseemly and disgusting. 
But this is not showing that the men of 
the South have not failed in their duty. 
I am inclined to think that, if, in this 
and in other matters, we should observe 
a profound silence towards our enemies, 
and address ourselves to our own duty, 
with a calm confidence in God, who will, 
in His own time, bring forth our judg- 
ment as the noon-day, it might prove to 
be our wisest course, (e.) t 

4. Let me notice now some of the ar* 

guments by which you, and the brethren 
of your side, support your position. The 
burden of proof, be it observed, is upon 
you; for the Assembly declares that 
there is nothing in the Word of God to 
hinder colored men from being ordained. 
We stand by this declaration, and have 
nothing to prove. 

(1.) And first, you say, there is posi- 
tive authority in Scripture for excluding 
the Freedmen; since, polygamists and 

women, though allowed in the communion 
of the Church, were excluded from of- 
fice. I answer; exclude all icolored 

polygamists and all -colored women from 
office in the Church. This is all you are 
warranted to do by your examples, and 
we have no objection to it. If you say, 
that the exclusion of these classes in the 

Apostolic Church is an example of the 
exercise of the legislative power which 
God has committed to the Church; and 
that similar prohibitions may be enacted 
by the Church at her discretion, as emer- 
gencies may require; then, I answer by 
denying that the Church has any such 

power. Her power is only “ministeri- 
al” and “declarative.” She has no 
other power than simply to declare her 
Master’s will. Between the proposition, 
“Paul ordained by his Apostolical au- 
thority that polygamists and women 

should not be teachers in the Chhrch,” 
and the proposition, “the Church,’’ 
therefore, “ 

may ordain that the Freed- 
men of the South may not hold office;” 
between these two propositions, I say, 
there is a great gulf fixed. For what is 
the remaining proposition without which 
the argument halts? It is this, “What- 
ever authority to ordain rulers an in- 

spired Apostle had, the same authority 
has the Church in all ages.” I know 

you are not prepared for this. Then, to 
make your argument valid, Mr. Editor, 
you must have an amended record, which 
shall read, “A bishop must be the hus- 
Dana oi one wne ana De a white man, 
and “ I suffer not a woman or a colored 

man, to teach in the Church.” id.). 
(2.) But again; you quote the New Book 

of Order to show that “vocation” is by 
the Church, as well as by Christ. (See 
New Form of Government, chap. 6, sec. 
1.) The only meaning of this statement 
which can serve the purposes of your ar- 

gument, is that there is a vocation of the 
Church independent of the vocation of 
God, or at least, that beside the calling 
of God and distinct from it, there must 
be a vocation of the Church. Now, my 
dear Brother, I like the New Book ex- 

ceedingly, and like it because it is not 
new but old, as old 1633, or 1581. il 
like it better than the “Old Book,” be- 
cause it is older than the “Old Book” 

by at least a century and a half. # But if 
I thought that it was designed to teach 
that any other vocation belonged to the 
Church than a vocation which simply 
recognized the vocation ot God, my ad- 
miration, of it would speedily and sensi- 
bly abate. In my view, the whole busi- 
ness of a Church court in the matter of 

va vocation to office is to ascertain the 
fact (or not,) of a vocation from God. 
When a church session examines a can- 
didate for the Lord’s table, it examines 
him to see whether God has called him 
into the fellowship of His Son. When 
a Presbytery examines a candidate for 
the ministry, it examines him to find, if 
it can, whether God has called him to 

preach the Gospel. When it ordains him 
to preach, the ordination is not properly 
an act of authority, conferring the right 
to preach, but an act of obedience to 

God, who alone confers the right. This 
I understand to be the Protestant view 
of vocation, as against the Papal and 

semi-Papal view of it. The vocation of 
the Church, therefore, whether through 
the,officers or the people, is the .mani- 
festation and proof of the call of God; 
and it must be regulated, in all respects, 

by the law of God, as laid down in Ilis 
Word. The law is there; the facts must 
be found by the court, and a verdict ren- 
dered according to both law and.fact, as 
the judges shall answer it in the day ol 
Christ. Now to affirm that the Church, 
in. the exercise of her vocation, may 
say, “We find this man godly, a scholar, 
apt to teach, zealous for the salvation of 
souls, not a polygamist, not greedy of 
filthy lucre, &c.; but since he is not 
white, he cannot be called.” What is 
this, I say, but rebellion against God, by 
usurping Ilis sovereign prerogative? (e.) 

But, I may be asked, are we to admit 
ignorant and half-educated men into the 
ministry? I answer, that the provisions 
of the Book are to be rigidly enforced, 
impartially enforced upon all. We trust 
that the Church will never relax her re- 
quirement (or, rather the requirements 
of her Lord,) in relation to the qualifi- 
cations of the ministry. We want no 
men, Christ wants none, (unless He has, 
by the extraordinary endowments of the 
Spirit, suspended the rule,) but educated 
men in the ministry of the Word. Eve- 
ry man must be “apt to teach” to be 
fitted For this work. If the Lord send 
us a Bunyan or a Spurgeon, white or 
black, the rule may be suspended; but 
we hope not till then. T. E. P. 

r 
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To the Ministers, Elders, Deacons, and 
Members of the Presbyterian Church in 
the United States. 

Respected Christian Brethren: 

You -will bear in mind that the first 
Sabbath in May is the time designated 
by the General Assembly, for collections 
to be taken up in all our churches for 
the cause of Foreign Missions. It is 
earnestly hoped that this recommenda- 
tion will not be overlooked or neglected 
by a single church within our bounda- 
ries. The wTants of the Missionary work 
at the present moment are peculiarly ur- 
gent, and they cannot be ignored or set 
aside without serious detriment to one of 
the most precious interests that has ever 
been committed to the care of the Church. 
Among the Southwestern Indians there 

are eight missionaries, w-ith families, be- 
sides a number of native helpers, all of 
whom are dependent upon the con- 

tributions of the Church for their sup- 
port, but to whom nothing has been senf 
since the beginning of the year except 
a mere pittance, owing to the postpone- 
ment of the general collection for Foreign 
Missions to the present time. At the 
same time, two additional missionaries 
are loudly called for, to occupy stations' 
that have been left vacant, and the Com- 
mittee are not without hope that suitable 
men may be found before long, to fill up 
these breaches in the missionary ranks. 
Our esteemed missionary brother, Reii 
Elias B. Inslee, is now ready and anxious 
to return to his field of labor in China,: 
and is only waiting for the means neces- 
sary to take him and his family there, 
and set his proposed mission in full ope- 
ration. It is probable,-but not yet fully 
determined, that he may be accompanied 
by at least one additional missionary lar 
borer. 

j 

- 

i jl^ow to meet the varied expenses of 
the missionary work in the Indian count- 
try, and to furnish Mr. Inslee with the 
necessary funds for outfit, passage, and 
for the purchase of a suitable dwelling 
in China, will require at least $12,000. 
This is a small sum compared to the size 
and resources of the Church, and can 
easily be raised if our people are only 
aroused to its importance, and can be in- 
duced to act in general concert. An 

average of $10 to each church, or some? 
thing less than a quarter of a dollar to 
each church member, would furnish more 
than the required amount. Is there any 
considerable number of churches in our 
whole body that could not or would not 
contribute as much as $10, even in these 
times of depression, if their attention 
was only properly called to the subject? 
And how many private members are 

there, out of 80,000, who compose the 
Church, that could not give as much as 
a quarter of a dollar to this most sacred 
of all causes, if it were only presented 
to their consciences? In these times of 
Christian activity, no church can afford 
to stand aloof from the great work of 
evangelizing the world; and that minis- 
ter or church session that fails to bring 
this great cause before, the attention of 
their people at the proper and appointed 
time, will not only do themselves and 
their people serious injury, but will in- 
flict a heavy blow upon an undertaking 
that is infinitely dear to the heart of the 
great Redeemer Himself. We have ar- 
rived at a period in the history of our 
Church, when our attachment to the great 
cause of Foreign Missions is to be severe- 
ly tested, in lormer years we contribu- 
ted as liberally for its support as any 
other portion of the Christian Church; 
but it was from the great abundance be- 
stowed upon us by a kind providence 
that these contributions were made. We 

scarcely felt what we gave. But now 
we must give from our poverty, and of 
course, feel what we give. But will not 
our offerings be the more acceptable on 
this account? Under the guidance and 
with the blessing of the great Head of 
the Church, may they not effect vastly 
greater results than the most costly of- 
ferings without his blessing? The Com- 

mittee, knowing what they do of the feel- 
ings and disposition of the great body of 
our Christian people, have no fears about 
their readiness or ability to do all that 
the circumstances of the case demand; 
but they are afraid that ministers, from 
misapprehension of the views and feel- 

ings of their people, or from some other 
insufficient cause, will fail to call their 
attention to the subject, and thus render 
both themselves and their people default- 
ers in this great matter. 
But they will hope for better things. 

The great thing to be aimed at, is that 
all our churches will act with heartiness 
and unanimity, and if this is done no 

=fc 
fears need be entertained apout the result. 

Our Sabbath Schools to may render 
very important aid in tli great work, 
and the Committee would arnestly and 
affectionately urge it upa superinten- 
dents and teachers to do a they can .to 
interest the children unde^their care in 
this work of love and me iy. The As- 
sembly has repeatedly recfinmended this 
measure, and it is earnestb hoped that 
all our Sabbath Schools v 1 speedily be 
brought to co-operate in il 

It is further requested t at all collec- 
tions taken up for this cauje be sentton 
as speedily as possible t< Rev. James 
Woodrow, Treasurer, Colimbia, S. C. 
It is not certain that Mr. Iislee can leave 
the country until the Conmittee h\ive 
had some kind of respose from the 
churches, and if he does npt sail b^ the 
latter part of May, or the first part of 
June, the most favorable season forStart- 
ing on a voyage to China, he may be de- 
tained six or eight months longer in this 
country. .... , 

On.behalf of the Executive Commit- 
tee of Foreign Missions. 

J. Leighton Wilson, Seer 

Fob the Central Presbyterian, 

Ury. 

Reminiscences of a Pioneer. 

My younger brethren in the ministry 
will not take it amiss if I tell them some- 
thing of my method' of study, and my 
pastoral labors. It may suggest /lints 
to them by which they may profU and 
upon which they may improve. 1 

It was my custom to rise at the'dawn, 
to walk a mile or two, and then t) read 
a portion of each Testament in thj origi- 
nals, end in regular course. Tie fore- 
noon I devoted closely to study, jIn the 
afternoon I visited from house ti house, 
not taking the families in the order of 
contiguity, hut calling here at|l there 
as prudence or propriety seeded to 
dictate. I introduced religious conver- 
sation wherever it seemed to Ije welcome. 
I gave the people to understand that I 
took pleasure in conversing with them on 
that subject when they desired it, hut 
that I would not force it upon them. I 
encouraged them to ask me questions 
upon any points of this nsture which 
might perplex .their minds, vhile at the 
same time I tried to avoid profitless and 
inappropriate discussions. To one lady 
who was anxious to argue with me on the 
innocence and propriety of discing, I re- 
marked that the first impmtant point 
was to obtain satisfactory evidence of 
our interest in Christ, and tlen, if we be- 
lieved that we could bcstpromote our 
spiritual interests and the advancement 
of our Redeemer’s glory by dancing, it 
would he proper to give it cue consider- 
ation. Not many months after this, that 
same lady told me that shehad obtained 
evidence of the Saviour^ love shed 
abroad in her heart, and that she loved 
him above all earthly object!. I baptized 
her, and she was received in o the church. 
Near forty years have since passed away, 
she yet lives, a mother i Israel, and 
from that day to this I ha\(3 never heard 
one expression from her jf a desire to 
dance.:r: : j > j 

In these social calls mqiy took occa- 
sion to unburden their mfids to me on 
subjects of a spiritual natuje, which were 
pressing upon them, and thus gave me 
an opportunity of removing cases of con- 
science often of a distresspg character. 
And here let me say, that n these inter- 
views I often procured theinost valuable 
materials for my pulpit excises on the 
Sabbath. / 

I had not continued thee labors more 
than a month or two, beire it was evi- 
dent that the promised Sprit had begun 
to convince anumberof mr congregation 
of sin, of righteousness, anl of judgment. 
Among these first fruits fere two ladies 
whose residences were separated from 
each other only by a stre t. They were 
intimate as sisters, and concealed not 
from each other their spiritual fears and 
hopes. They often reh;ed to me their 
deep anguish of heart, in -eview of their 
former thoughtlessness a d indifference 
to divine things. The di tress of one of 
them was much deeper tfian that of the 
other. For a time her djiys and nights 
were spent in heaviness otf spirit, so that 
it became visible in her countenance.— 
On one occasion I found ter ir compar- 
ative comfort. She related a *omantic 
dream, from which she had1 awaced with 
calm and peaceful sensations; and now 
she desired to know if such comfert might 
be relied on. I was distressed,(fearing 
it was a snare of the evil one. ] advised 
her not to depend upor it, but to rely 
alone upon the promise? of the Son of 
God. Her distress scon returned.— 

Again I found her caln, peaceful, and 
happy,—she was confinced that her 
dream was a delusion,—-she now rested 
in hope upon the merits and atonement 
of a crucified Redeemer From this de- 
lightful interview I crssed the street, 
and found her friend rneping tears of 
joy in the happy assuracethat she too 
had found Him of when Moses in the 
law and the prophets ad write. Her 
simple statement was, tht the evening 
before she had retired t her closet, with 
a heart overwhelmed w;h a view of her 
lost condition, and that while agonizing 
in prayer for mercy, se was suddenly 
relieved by a joy that 'as unspeakable 
and full of glory. Sheaw a fulness and 
freeness in the salvatia offered by the 
Saviour which exceederall power of lan- 

guage to express, andwhich excluded 

every fear from her mid. She had no 
more doubt of her aceptance by the 
Saviour than of her ow existence. She 

spoke of her love as goig forth to him 
in stronger affection tha it had ever done 
to her “ dearest babe.” I could say little 
or nothing. I could mly wonder and 
adore. I felt assured lat there was joy 
in heaven. That was ae of the happiest 
hours of my life. It irre than a million- 
fold compensated for te little self-denial 
I had undergone. I rjpiced that I had 
been permitted to labr for so blessed a 
Master. * * * 

For the Central Presbyterian. 

Newspapers. 1,1 7ig' ";l{ 

J diiir Mim! i u t_! .7 i! • i ihrsg ,YO:i 
I have wanted for some time to put in 

a word about the religious newspaper. 
Many people seem to think the editor" 
has an easy task of it—that it is a small 
matter to fill up his columns. And so it 
would be if to fill up were all he had to 
do. A very light affair truly, to cut and 
slash with his scissors pretty much at 
random among exchanges, and pitch in 
the results to the printer about as loosely 
as a hoy w'ould^pitch hay with his fork., 
And after it was done it would he a very 
light affair still. But in the single de- 
partment of selections, if variety and 
richness are to be furnished, it requires a 
rare amount of industry, tact and judg- 
ment. Then he must prune and con- 

dense, and arrange, which is no insignifi-; 
cant employment; it requires in fact un- 
remitting application, • i 
Then comes the whole department of 

original contributions, what shall be ac- 
cepted or rejected. Ah ! that word re- 

jected; how many tales hang thereby, the 
editor knows well enough. Poor human 
nature ! You may rub against a man in 
a hundred ways and his good nature 
stands it well. But just wait till some 
men, (I do not say all,) send off to the’ 
press something they have written, and 
let the editor neglect it; that is to say, 
let him venture to think it is not, in the 
best, most honest use of his judgment, 
just the thing he prefers for the edifica- 
tion of his readers. Then comes his 
time to “ catch a tartar.” 

It is amazing to know how some good 
people take it as a personal slight. Must 
the smallest distillation of their brains 
be as carefully treasured up, as if it 
were a celestial ichor ? The very least 
they are willing to accept from an editor 
is an elaborate and humble apology, and 
he may consider himself let off easily by 
a pretty round lecture upon his bold pro- 
ceeding How differently did such a man 
as Dr. Archibald Alexander judge, who 
—I have heard—used to say to editors, 
when sending them one of his good arti- 
cles—“Now use this just as you please; 
print or burn as you think best.” But 
let this pass. 
A great deal could be said of the 

study and care and skill necessary to 
keep up a good variety in the editorial 
columns; to know the Church’s wants 
and to touch them prudently yet faithful- 
ly, not assuming to be the keeper of its 
conscience or being presumptuous on 
the one hand, nor time-serving on the! 
other, waiting to catch public Opinion be- 
fore being able to find out what his own 
opinion is. 

I conclude that a really good, faithful, 
pious editor, sound of head and heart, is 
worthy of all honor; for he fills a place, 
which to fill well is not by any means 
easy, and he should receive the aid and 
sympathy, and prayers of the Church 
far more than has been the custom where- 
ever my observation extends. 

I must set down at another time other 
thoughts which this fruitful subject sug- 
gests, unless the editor thinks best to 
put the prerogative in force against me 
also; in which case i stand by him and 
my doctrine, come what will. 

One Who Reads..,; 

Letter of Condolence.. 

The recent death of the beloved and venera- 
ble Mrs. Rice may be a suitable occasion for 
publishing a few of the letters written to her by 
Christian friends, upon the mournful event of 
the death of her husband in 1831. Among these 
we find one from Mrs. Susan Catharine Bott, of 
Petersburg, Va., who departed this life in 1853, 
aged 77 years. 
She was one of the many “honorable women” 

whose piety and good works have adorned the 
church in Petersburg, where her memory will 
long be blessed. Her family is to be traced back 
to that of “ Spotteswoode” in Scotland, and was 
immediately descended from Alexander Spots, 
wood, famous as an early and most enterprising 
Governor of Virginia. 
An interesting little volume containing a 

sketch of the life and character of Mrs. Bott 
was written by Rev. A. B. Van Zandt, then 
pastor of the Tabb Street Presbyterian church, 
Petersburg, of which she was a member, and 
published by the Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion. 

She had herself passed through the deep 
affliction of losing her excelfhftt husband in 1823, 
by a sudden death. Her life was devoted to 

doing good, and her active benevolence and ad- 
mirable character endeared her to the whole 

community. Dr. Benjamin Rice was her first 
pastor, and her attachment to both him and his 
distinguished brother was very strong. 

This letter will be followed by one from Dr, 
Woods, of- Andover, and one by Dr. Nettleton, 
both letters of sympathy, and though written 
long ago, they will be to very many, not only in- 
teresting as mementos of the persons concerned, 
but as containing sentiments delightful to Chris- 
tians now, and especially to such as are tried 
and bereaved.—Ed. Cen. Pres. 

Petersburg, Sept. 12th, 1881. 1 

Will you, my beloved afflicted friend, 
receive this as a token of affectionate 
sympathy from one who loves you, and 
who knows how to feel for you? It has 
been my desire to write to you as soon 
as I heard of your bereavement, though 
I knew, that I could not say anything 
more than what your piety had already 
suggested. All that I can do is to pray 
my God' in your behalf, that he may be 
always near to his suffering child to up- 
hold her, to pour the balm of heavenly 
consolation in her wounded heart, to give 
her submission and acquiescence to his 
will—and to cause her to sit at his feet 
meekly resigned to the affliction, which 
he in his wisdom has seen fit to visit her 
with. Ims dispensation seems to us aw- 
ful arid mysterious—but it is our conso- 
lation that the Judge of all the earth-will 
do what is right—thanks he to him we 
can freely trust him—it is sweet, it is 
comforting, to know that he does all 
things well, and “what we know not now, 
we shall know hereafter.” 

I have passed through this furnace of 
affliction, and know how hard it is to givri 
up the delight of our eyes—our greatest 
earthly happiness—but it is the Lord’s 

will, let us pray that he will enable us to 
say from the heart—“Father, thy will 
be done.” We sometimes pray to be 
weaned from this world—is there any- 
thing so calculated to do so, as parting 
with a beloved husband ? Almighty God 
grant, that our sorrow may be abundant- 
ly sanctified to us, and may he enable us, 
while, we remain in this world to be use- 
ful in his service, seeking to live to 

Christ, and to die to the world daily— 
may he crown the efforts we make to 

^promote his honor with success; and 

may ho give us grace to desire to serve 
him while he continues us in this world. 

May you he comforted by the evidence 
that God permitted you to have, that 
your beloved husband is at rest. What 
a transition from months of pain and dis- 
ease to such ineffable bliss, as we are en- 
couraged to hope he is now enjoying. 

For my own part I feel that I have 
lost a dear friend, one who himself sym- 
pathised with me in my bereavement. 
When I met with him, he took me in his 
arms and called me “sister.” I well re- 
member the affectionate sympathy of that 
weet countenance. I have still the kind 

consoling letter he wrote to me on that 
mournful event. His memory will always 
be dear to me, as doubtless it will be to 
hundreds. 

May we both, my dear friend, be hum- 
bled under the chastening hand of the 
Lord, and strive to live nearer to him, to 
love and serve him better. Let us pray for 
each other, that we may grow in grace 
and in the knowledge of Christ Jesus. 
I feel that I need the prayers of my 
friends in my behalf. The time is short: 
oh ! that I may be prepared. ., .. 

Farewell my dear friend, may the 
Lord bless and preserve you, and grant, 
you much of his presence and favor, is the 
prayer of your affectionate friend, 

S. C. Bott. 

For the Central Presbyterian. 
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In Memoriam, 1 !! 

“Precious in the sight of the Lord is 
the death of his saints.” And, on every 
account, their memory ought to be pre- 
cious to the living. No published notice 
has been taken of the death of Thomas 
Hudson Walker, the oldest member, at 
the time of his death, of the session of 
New Providence church. 

Mr. W. was born, and lived, and died 
at the same old family home in Rock- 
bridge county, where his worth as a man, 
Christian and officer of the Church is 
best known. He died on the 7th of 
April, 1865, in the 81st year of his age. 
At an early age he made a profession 

of religion under the ministry of Rev. 
Samuel Brown, the second pastor of that 
church. He was elected to the office of 
Ruling Elder and ordained, not later than 
the year 1814. His father had filled the 
same office in that church under the min- 
istry of the Rev. John Brown, the first 
pastor. He continued in the faithful 

discharge of the duties of this office for 
more than fifty years. The greater por- 
tion of this time was under the long and 
successful ministry of the Rev. James 
Morrison. The last years of his life 
were under the ministry of the Rev. E. 
D. Junkin, the present pastor. These 
ministers knew and felt his worth as a. 
faithful, able, intelligent and pious ruler 
in the Church of Christ. 

Mr. Walker was a well informed and 
sound theologian, receiving fully and 

heartily the doctrines contained in the 
standards of the Presbyterian Church. 
These were not to him mere matters of 
form and theory, but were his living 
faith and practice, received and believed 
after a careful examination of the Word 
of God. He was able not only to state 
them, but to defend them against the at- 
tacks of error. For one whose occupa- 
tion was that of a farmer, he was an 

extensive reader, but always relished 
most* hooks of a religious character. 
Those which were standard works on any 
branch of Christian knowledge, were 

favorites with him. He loved that kind 
of preaching, which, based on sound doc- 
trine, stirred the feelings and aroused to 
action. He was pre-eminently a man of 
prayer. In his family and neighborhood, 
by the bedside of the sick and dying, he 
bowed his knees in prayer to God. His 
influence for good was felt in encouraging 
heads of families to keep up the family 
altar, and in bringing out professors to 
take part in public prayer. His pietv 
was ardent in his own bosom. Of him 
it might be said, what his hand found to 
do and his judgment approved, he did it 
with his might. As might be supposed, 
his influence in the church of 'which he’ 
was an officer, was very great. He was 
always punctual in his attendance at 
church and the meetings of the session. 
For many years he was the senior mem- 
ber of the session, and was looked up to 
for advice at all times. 

Alter a long and useful life, this good 
man has passed away from earth. His 
vacant place is felt not only in his fami- 
ly circle and with his relatives, but it will 
long he felt in the church, where for 
half a century, he lived, and toiled and 
prayed. He has gone, as is confidently 
believed, to rejoin in the heavenly world, 
his pasters and co-elders and pious friends, 
where parting is no more. 

xn me providence ot trod, he was un- 
able to converse with his friends for the 
last twelve months of his life. Stricken 
down by paralysis, he was laid upon his 
bed a dumb sufferer. Though sensible 
of all that was going on around him, and 
deeply anxious to hear the news of the 
day, greatly pleased to be called on by 
his friends, and anxious for Christians to 
pray with him, yet he could not speak so 
as to be understood. Thus his children 
and friends were deprived of an expres- 
sion of his views and feelings when about 
to leave the world, and deprived of that 
dying testimony in words, which they 
would have prized so highly, and loved 
to record, in memory of such a man: 
But why lament this, when they have the 
better testimony of his long Christian 
life? “Let me die the death of the 

I 

righteous, and let my last end be like 
his.” 

Separate from the World, 
<l I see no sin in dancing,” said a young 

Christian belonging to a family of wealth 
and influence, “but the world thinks 
lightly of Christians who indulge in such 
amusements, and I wish to have my piety 
unchallenged.” 

Perhaps no better answer can be given 
to the question, so often asked, “ Where 
lies the sin of- dancing ? 

” 

As a means 
of cheerful exercise in the family circle, 
it is no more objectionable than the com- 
mon games of battledore or graces. As 
a discipline for the body, training to ease 
and freedom of movement, it may be of 
essential service to reform bad habits, 
and includes no more sin than the train- 
ing of the fingers to master the keys of 
the piano, or of the voice to singing. 
The sin lies not in dancing, but in its 

associations and tendencies. It leads 
generally to a life of gayety and world- 
liness ; to companionship with the 
thoughtless and the lovers of pleasure; 
to neglect of the closet and of social de- 
votion ; to thoughts and feelings out of 
harmony with our humble piety. Many 
a Christian who has given promise of 
great usefulness, has been drawn away 
trom the church by indulgence in this 
amusement. Many an awakened sinner 
has lost convictions by refusing to aban-, 
don it. ...I oi 

Those who aim to lead a godly life in 
Christ Jesus generally relinquish it, like 
the young lady, to whom we have alluded. 
They wish to be separate from the world, 
and to leave behind them those gayeties 
which its votaries love. They wish their 
example to be without blemish, and their 
Christian walk without blame. They 
count it no sacrifice, for their hearts, full 
of love to Jesus, do not covet such pleas- 
ures. They walk with God, and are led 
by the Spirit, and feel no need of quench- 
ing their thirst at the fountains which 
hold no water. 

Singing by Spurgeon’s Congregation, 

A writer in the Western Presbyterian 
thus describes the singing as he heard it 
recently in Spurgeon’s congregation, 
London: .1 

The hymn was read entirely through, 
and each verse was read before it was 

sung. The singing was started—not led 
—by a person who stood beside Mr. Spur- 
geon. I welcomed the familiar notes of 
Old Hundred, and for the first time for 
several months, essayed to join in singing 
it. But I was surprised into silence by 
the manner in which the audience took 
possession of the tune. The most power- 
ful organ, if there had been anything of 
the kind used, could not have led them. 
The second hymn was announced to be, 
Jesus, Lover of my Soul. The preacher 
said, “Let us sing this precious hymn 
softly to the tune of Pleyel's Hymn." 
When the first verse had been sung, and 
after he had read the second, he said, 
“Sing it softly!” With a countenance 
uplifted and beaming with fervor, his book 
in both hands, keeping time involuntari- 
ly to the music, he sang with the congre- 
gation. When he had read the third 
verse, he said, “ You do not sing it softly 
enough!” They sang it softly. It was 
as though some mighty hand had dam- 
med up the waters of the Falls of Niaga- 
ra, leaving a thin Bheet to creep through 
between two fingers and make soft, sweet 
music in its great lap and plunge into the 
great basin below. Then when he had 
read the fourth verse, he said, “Now if we 
feel this we will sing it with all our souls. 
Let us sing it with all our might;” and 
the great congregation burst forth into 
song. It was as though the Great Hand 
had been suddenly uplifted, and the gath- 
ered waters were rushing on their united 
way in awful grandeur. 

I have heard the members of the Gone-* 
ra,l Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, 
with a great company of their wives, and 
daughters, and friends, sing Old Hundred 
with a fervor that thrilled me; I have 
heard oratorios rendered in Exeter Hall 
by a thousand selected voices, five hun- 
dred instruments, and a great organ; I 
have heard operas rendered in the Impe- 
rial Opera House of the French Empe-. 
ror by a great number of the best vocal- 
ists and musicians that could be found in 

Europe, but I have never heard music so 
pathetic, grand and soul-stirring as that 
made by those who worshipped with me 
in the Metropolitan Tabernacle. I was 
too much carried away to take part in 
it myself. Mr. Spurgeon always uses 

those “ precious hymns 
” 

and the old 
loved tunes. n. ..- 

! r .,rT -.-'I- M 

Things Lost Forever.—Lost wealth 
may be regained by industry; the wreck 
of health restored by'temperance; for- 

gotten knowledge may be ours again by 
study; alienated friendship soothed into 
forgetfulness; and even forfeited reputa- 
tion redeemed by patience and virtue. 
But who ever again looked upon his van- 
ished hours? recalled his wasted years? 
stamped them with wisdom, or eifaced 
from Heaven’s record the fearful blot of 
his wasted life?. , 

. 

Four men who loved Christ with a 
love stronger than death wrote his life, 
but left no hint of his height, complexion, 
features, or any period that could help 
the mind to a personal image. Others 
wrote long epistles, of Which he was the 
Alpha and Omega; but his form was as 
much kept secret as the body of Moses, 
hidden by the Almighty in an undiscov- 
ered grave. The Christian tombs and 
relics of the first centuries show no at- 

tempt to make an image of Christ. Too 

deep a sense of the Divine rested upon 
the Church to permit any attempt to 
print the human as it appeared in him. 

The Difference between a Sabbath, 
kept by Roman Catholics and by Pro-t 
testants, is the difference between a holi- 
day and a holy day. 
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THE HIDDEN CROSS. 

It was a time of sadness and my heart, 
' 

Although it knew and loved the better part,. 
Pelt wearied with the conflict and the strife 
And all the needful discipline of life. 

. i ,-i- ,’•• .1 .( , 

And while I thought on these—as given to me, 
My trial-tests of faith and love to be, ! .; 

It seemed as if I never could be sure 3t: j 
That, faithful to the end, I should endure,., . , 

And thus no longer trusting to His might 
Who says: “We walk by faith and not by sight’ 
Doubting—and almost yielding to despair, ‘ 
The thought arose—my cross I cannot bear.' 

>. 
. 

• : >; '< u .h,th 
Far heavier its weight must surely be, 
Than those of others which I daily see ; j 

" 

0 if I might another burden choose, 
Methinks I should not fear my crown to lose. 

' 

A solemn silence reigned on all around, 
; 

E’en nature’s voices uttered not a sound, 
’ 

The evening shadows seemed of peace to tell, 
And sleep upon my weary spirit fell. < 

.'i . 
' 

. i ! i: . I • / 

A moment’s pause,—and then a heavenly li 
Beamed full upon my wondering sight, ! 

lu. j • 

Angels on silvery wings seemed every where, 
And angels’ music thrill’d the balmy air. 

,, i” 

Then One, more fair than all the rest to see, 
One—to whom all others bowed the knee— 
Came gently to me as I trembling lay, 

’; 

And—“ follow me,” he said—“ I am the way.”, 

Then speaking thus, he led me far above, 
And there, beneath a canopy of love, 
Crosses of divers shape, and size were seen, ! 

Larger and smaller than mine own had been. 
, 

• i 
. 

iTti • ’! p ? Tt ] And one there was, most beautiful to behold; 
A little one, with jewels set in gold— 
Ah I this methought I can with comfort wear, 
For it will be an easy one to bear. 

And so the little cross I quickly took, 
But all at once my frame beneath it shook, 
The sparkling jewels,—fair they were to see, 
But far too heavy was their weight for me. 

“This may not be,” I cried, and looked again 
To see if there was any here could ease my pain ; 
But one by one I passed them slowly by, 
Till on a lovely one I cast my eye. 

Fair flowers around its sculptur’d form entwin’d, 
And grace and beauty seemed in it combin'd; 
Wondering I gazed, and still I wondered more 
To think so many should have passed it o’er. 

But Oh I that form so beautiful to see, , 
i 

Soon made its hidden sorrow known to me.; I 
Thorns lay beneath those flowers and colors lair; 
Sorrowing I said, “ This cross I may not beir.” 

i. T 11 

And so it was with each and all around;! 
Not one to suit my need could there be founjl. 
Weeping I laid each heavy burden down, 

‘ 

1 : 

As my Guide gently said, “ No cross, po crown.’.’ 

At length to Him I raised my sadden’d lieaA, 
He knew its sorrow, bid its doubts depart— 
“ Be not afraid,” he said, “ but trust in me'; 

' 

My perfect love shall now be shown to thee.” 

t 
, 

,,,; 

, 

For tear some hidden evil might betide. 

And there in the prepared, appointed way, j 
Listening to hear and ready to obey, 
A cross I quickly found of plainest form, ; 

' '' 

With only words of love inscribed thereon. 

With thankfulness I raised it frcm the rest, j 
And joyfully acknowledged it the best;; 
The only one of all the many there, . . 1 

That I could feel as good for me to bear: 
-, :• / I I i: r IF 'f ! : 

And while I thus my chosen one confess’d, 
I saw a heavenly brightness on it rest; 11 

And as I bent, my burden to sustain, 
I recognized my own old cross again f 

But 0 how different did it seem to be I 
Now I had learned its preciousness to see, , 

No longer could I unbelieving say, ; ; 
“ 
Perhaps another is the better way.’i’ .! 

, ...i 

Ah! no, henceforth my one desire shall be, 
That He who knows me best should choose forme; 
And so whate’er his love sees good to send, 
I’ll trust it’s best—because he knows the end.. 

-—. . <—-- 

Fob the Central Presbyterian. 
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Resurrection of Christ. “ 

_ 
i 

We will now begin the regular compar- 
ison of Luke with the other three Evan- 

gelists. 
The 47 th verse of the 23rd chapter, 

which is the verse next in order, is in 
these words: “Now when the centurion 
saw what was done he glorified God, say- 
ing, certainly this was a righteous man.” 
It is remarkable that John has no account 
of this matter. But his silence is just of 
the kind already considered. This testi- 

mony of the Roman oflicer actually on 
the spot at the crucifixion, would not 

only be known to all who were present,, 
i but through them would he speedly 
• known to all Jerusalem and to the whole 

Jewish nation. John often omits inci- 
dents of great notoriety, and occupies 
himself with those less known, especially 
if they teach, or are introductory to a 

great truth. Thus when he relates a mir- 

acle, the miraculous event is always made 
subordinate to the discourse of our Lord 

attending it. There is another .reason 
for his omission to relate things which 
from their nature must have been public- 
ly known. Suppose that this exclama- 
tion of the Centurion was recorded by 
John, writing some sixty years after the 
occurrence, and not by the synoptical 
writers, as the three first Evangelists are 
‘called, how prone would infidelity have 
ibeen to call the whole an audacious 
forgery, got up when too late to be con- 
tradicted? But the account is from those 
who wrote soonest after the event, and 
to those best acquainted with the facts 
and events of the crucifixion. If the 
Centurion uttered no such exclamation, 
would not the Jews to whom Matthew 
wrote, especially those of Jerusalem have 
given it the flat denial ? If untrue, 
would not the Romans have disposed in 
a like summary manner of Mark’s asser- 
tion in regard to a Roman officer ? The 

very fact of the statement coming, not 
from John, but from the synoptical wri- 
ters, is a strong presumptive proof of its 
truth. This presumption is changed into 
eertainty upon investigation, > 

1 

The synoptical writers here furnish a' 
-1-1 fine instance of supplementing or mutu- 

ally supplying each other’s omission.— 

We could not tell from the 47th verse of 

Luke, quoted above, in what capacity the 
Centurion was at the cross, if indeed 
there at all; nor what it was he saw, 
which excited his wonder, nor what he 
meant by “a righteous man.” Let us 
look at the accounts of Mark and Mat- 
thew. The former says, 

“ when the 
Centurion which stood over him saw that 
he so cric d out and gave up the ghost, he 
said, truly this m.an was the Son of God.” 
Matthew says;: f‘Now when the Centu- 
rion and they that were with him watch- 
ing Jesus, s%w the earth quake, and those 
things which were done,, ; they feared 

greatly, saying truly this was the Son 
of God.”. Mark settles the point that 
the Centurion was at the cross, and that 
he stood oier Jesus, or, as the word lit- 

erally means, just in front of him, and 
hence in a condition to observe his coun- 
tenance, hut still we do no^know with 
what object he was there. * This is set- 
tled by Matthew, who says he was 

“watching” him; that is he was there 
in his official capaeity, as Captain of the 
guard who had charge of our Lord.— 
Luke speaks of one thing which excited 
his wonder, and a careless reader of 
Matthew would infer that this one thing 
was the ekrth-quake; but observing that 
if is connected with the plural, (other 
“things,”) it is plain that the one thing 
was not the earthquake. Mark has to 
be examined before we ascertain what 
that one thing was. This was his death, 
his expiring with theloud cry on his lips. 
It was wonderful that he should die in 
six hours, when the) crucified usually lin- 
gered several days, and then died from 
the exhaustion of pain, hunger, and thirst. 
It was miraculous that Jesus should die so 
soon with his vital energy all unimpaired, 
^s.indicated by ,his loud out-cry... This 

..was me one irimg, vnicn more tnan tne 

darkness, more than the earth-quake, 
more than the rending of the rocks con- 
vinced the Centurion that the victim on 
the cross was “ the Son of God.’’ The 
other phenomena might have been ex- 

plained on natural principles. The Cen- 
turion could not but have been familiar 
with the usual accompaniments of earth- 
quakes, and could not but have known 
that obscurations of the sun were not un- 
usual at such timesJ- This fact fully 
meets the frivolous objection of infidelity 
that the wonderful incidents at the cross 
should have excited so much alarm and 

consternation, as to have convinced even 
the blood-thirsty Jews that the Son of 
God was suffering, and that, had they 
really occurred, they would have been 
recorded by pro'ane history. But every 
one knpws that earth quakes are often 
attended by a darkening of the sup.— 
Pliny has most graphically described the 
black image which, at first resembling an 
enormous tree, soon spread over the en- 
tire heavens, when Herculaneum and 

Pompeii were buried under ,a deluge ,of 
.lava. , Tbe great eartlpqqqke,at Catabria 
was ushered in by. da,rknpss- The sun 
was obscured for three days when Car- 

thagenia was destroyed. Earth-quakes 
hav;e been,, violent in Palestine as late as 
1834. May not-, the unbelieving Jews 
and the Roman soldiery have attributed 
all flic commotion in nature to an earth- 

quake and its attendant phenomena ? 
Awe-stricken they doubtless were; but 
lit is. an unwarranted assumption that 

they must have recognized a supernatu- 
ral agency, in the fearful scenes they 
witnessed. We do not admit that co- 

temporary profane history has left iitf’ 

recordiof these; scenes. For there are 
mUuslorts more or less precise to the tre-' 
mendouS convulsion, which Shook the 

;earth, when its Lord and Master died. 
'' But we contend that a skeptical mind 
might have attributed all the miraculods 
occurrences connected with the Crucifix- 
ion df our Lord to natural causes, and 

so have failed to be impressed with the 
belief of his divine character. The cen- 
turion was no doubt deeply impressed, 
and, it may be, filled with fear by the( 
earth-quake and the darkness; but it was 
the unnatural manner of the death which. 
extorted Irom mm tne contession—" truly 
this was the Son of God,’* Mark and 

Luke use the same word to express this 

death—a breathing out—a word in , har- 

mony with the idea of a voluntary emis- 
sion of the functions of. life. Matthew, 
who with them notices the great cry, uses 
a synonymous word also expressive of a 
relinquishment of life by his own voli- 
tion. John, who makes no allusion to 

the loud cry, uses a different hut harmo- 
nious word, while he alone tells us of 

Jesus’ claim to the lordship over his own 
life: “ for as the Father hath life in him- 

self; so hath he given the Son to have 
life in himself; therefore doth my Father 
love me, because I lay down my life that 
;I might take it again. No man taketh 

it from me, but I lay it down of myself, 
I have power to lay it down and I haV;e 
power to take it again.” 

This is more than harmony between the 
witnesses. It is more than undesigned 
coincidence. It is absolute proof of their 
truthfulness. Three of the Evangelists 
tell us of our Lord’s expiring with a loud 
cry upon his lips, and one of them of 

the conviction wrought on the mind of 
the Centurion thereby; and all four of 
them use words conveying the idea, as 

near as the original can convey it, (with- 
out a redundancy of words) of a volun- 
tary death. But the fourth witness vhd 
had not noticed the loud cry in articulo 

mortis, nevertheless assures us that Jesus 
had repeatedly asserted his power over 

his own life. Moreover, Luke in speak- 
ing ,of the. awe :of the Centurion attri- 

butes it to orie thing, while with reference 
to that of the-! people, he employs the 

plural, they “beholding the things which 
were done, smote their breasts and re- 

turned.”-! Mark now comes in and beau- 

tifully supplements Luke, by showing 
what the one thing was which satisfied 
the Centurion that the supposed male- 
factor was the Son of God, It is impos- 
sible for any man of sound mind to be- 

lieve that this incidental harmony between 
the four witnesses is the result of design. 
Can anything be more absurd than the 

supposition that John while penning the 
extracts given abovd,- did it in order to, 
lead us to observe how the predictions of 
our Lord with respect to. his death were 
fulfilled in the supernatural manner of 
it as described by the synoptical writers. 
Surely he would have pointed out the- 
connection and have led us to the desired 
conclusion by no uncertain route. The 

pioneers, who go before to conduct an 
aLrmy through an unknown forest, make 
broad their blazes on the trees, and dis- 
tinct their sign-boards, that their trail 

may be easily followed. , I *'* 

. We, come next to, consider what the' 
Centurion meant by calling our Lord a 
“just man,” Matthew and Mark as we 
see, say that the Centurion called him 
“the Son of God.” We do not propose 
to examine the disputed point; wheth’er 
the Centurion used the word according 
to his Roman ''ideas, the son of a Gdd, 
the son of Jupiter or some other heathen 
divinity', or whether his intercourse with 
the Jews had given him some conception 
of one true God. That point can never 
be( settled, por has it any bearing upon 
the subject under consideration. Our. 
business is with reconciling the seeming 
discrepancies of the witnesses.-1 The Cen- 
turion knew that Jesus was charged by 
the Jews with blasphemously proclaiming 
himself a jdivine, being. He had heard 
the malignant chief priests and elders 
mockingly cast into the teeth of the poor 
sufferer on the cross, his claim to be the 
Son of God. \ “ He. trusted in God, let 
him deliver now if he will have him; for 
he said I am the Son of God.” (Matthew.) 
Seeing Jesus expire in a supernatural 
manner with all nature wrapped in mourn- 
ing, the Centurion is convinced that the 

charge of blasphemy is an unjust charge, 
that he is an innocent man, a just man, 
and truly the Son of God. We have no 
doubt that the Roman officer used bdth 
expressions, “ truly this is a just'man’f- 
and ‘‘the Son of God.” So far from 

contradicting, the Evangelists only sup- 
plement each other. Matthew and Mark 
merely explain the connection in which 
the expression, “just man,” of Luke was 
used by the Centurion. Luke, as well as 
they, had mentioned the taunt of divinity 
with which the Jewish rulers had derided 
our Lord, “ he saved others, let him save 
himself, if he be Christ the chosen of 
God.” Luke, as well as they, had noticed 
Christ’s declaration, that he wa3 the Son 
of God, before the Jewish Sanhedrim. 
Luke, as well as they, had recorded that 
this declaration was construed into blas- 
phemy by that court. Hence Luke, as 
well as they, had in his mind this claim 
of our Lord when he recorded the saying 
of the Centurion—an utterance which 
proclaims the claim to have been jlcst. 
This mutual supplementing between )the 
Evangelists is of the most delicate kind, 
and precludes all idea of collusion, Ho 
more satisfactory proof could be given in 
a, court pf justice of the entire reliability 
of the witnesses, i ui ... .1 • 

. n > 
• 1 

Before passing on to the next verse; 
we remark that the syhoptical writers 

alLemploy the article in speaking of 
Roman officer, the Centurion. Henc 
is plain that there was but one present,. 
Now we know from profane history that 
sixty men was the usual guard at a mil- 
itary execution. We know further that 
there had been a change in the Roman 
military system, and that a Centurion, 
whose name was derived from his cpm- 
'ni'and of 'a hundred men, was reduced; to 
a lower command. In fact there Were 
two Centurions to a maniple of one hun- 
dred men. Can anything be more corn 
vincing to the unprejudiced mind than 
this employment of the right word in the 
.right place ,? ’.r/ -7:’. Z! u 

5th. The argument now ended has 
embraced the most important tests. We 
have direct and incidental harmony be- 
tween the witnesses; the supplying of 

deficiencies, the removal of difficulties, 
.the reconciling of discrepancies, and the 
most perfect correspondence with history, 
and that too in a natural and undesigned 
way. We really pity the mind, which 
cannot perceive honesty and truth in all 
this. • I D. H. EL 
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Reminiscences of a Pioneer. 
•i :t t 

the To those who have long labored in 
ministry, no exercise of the mind is more 
delightful than to retrace the steps by 
which the true children of God have been 
led from a life of indifference and sin to 
a life of devotedness, especially after 

they have passed beyond the influence of 
censure or praise. 
One of the first who became a subject 

of Divine grace under my ministry was 
a lady who had spent her earliest years 
in Virginia. She had been dedicated to 
God 'in her infancy, and faithfully in- 
structed in the destinies of our Church. 
In one of my first conversations with her 
she related that in early life she hadiof- 
ten heard Mr. (afterwards Dr. Archibald' 
Alexander preach, that he had often 
visited at the house where she resided, 
and that, when a small child, he had fre- 
quently taken her on his lap. This nar- 

rative, trivial as it may appeal- to some, 
I must confess awakened no small de- 

gree of hope in my mind. > Was it at all 

probable that that heavenly-minded mar 
would have taken a child in his arms anc 
.not have imitated his Divine Master bv 

imploring; at least silently, a blessing 
upon its head? And might not tbai 

blessing even now be made apparent 
through the instrumentality of one when 
he had taught ? Be this as it may, I hac 

preached but a few discourses before'hei 
mind was awakened to intense anxietj 
.respecting her soul’s immortal interests 
Itnprepsions made in early life, but which 
had long lain in a great degree dormam 
were now revived. She was convinced o 

criminality in having lived so manj 
years without God and without hope ii 
the world, which words eqtcldnot express 
When told that the Lord had promisee 
abundantly tb pardon, that salvation wai 
free, and that the compassionate Redeem 

er had invited those who labored and 
were heavy laden to come to him and 
find rest, it was evident that all these, 
and similar promises, were familiar to her 
mind. She said she believed them all, 
—but she could not appropriate them, 
she seemed to think her sins more invet- 
erate, and her heart more obdurate than 
all others*—she often retired to her closet 
during the day, ;and tried, as she said, to 
believe on theXord Jesus Christ, but day 
-after day passed on, and she found no 
relief. What could be said ? What 
could be done? Nothing, hut to leave 
her in the hatids of the Great Physician. 

About this time I had an appointment 
to preach out of town, and left on Satur- 
day to be absent till Monday. As I was 

leaving town, a friend of hers who had 
seen her that morning, told me that it 
was believed.by some of her acquain- 
tances that her reason was leaving her. 
I could not then call to see her. During 
my lonely ride of twelve miles, while re- 
flecting upon this case, my own mind 
sunk to the very depths. Should de- 

rangement Occur,- thought I, it will be 
Ascribed to religion. Satan will use it 
as an engine against the Saviour’s cause. 
My expressions would be regarded as 

extravagant were I to attempt a descrip- 
tion of my sensations. On Monday I 
returned, and, to my inexpressible joy, 
found that her mind was sane, calm, and 
comparatively peaceful. A few nights 
aftet, we had prayer meeting at her 
house. As usual a short lecture was de- 
livered, in which the plan of salvation 
was dwelt upon, and the freeness of re- 
demption to all penitent sinners.. Dur- 

ing the exercises, an expression of un- 
wonted peacefulness beamed upon her 
countenance. A friend of hers after- 
wards related to me that when the meet- 

mg was uiusuu sue asKeu uer ana several 
other ladies to walk in her garden. When 
there she pointed to the full moon which 
was shining serene in the heavens, and 
asked them if they saw that moon. “ To 
me,” said'she,- “it never had that aspect 
before., ; 

1 see in it the workmanship of 
, my glorious Redeemer, I admire and love 
it fqr his sake.” Shp ;looked upon other 
objects, and in an ecstacy exclaimed, 
that “ all things were new.” 

Should some modern Festus say, she 
was mad, I! would answer for her, no ; 
she was not mad,nor deranged; she only 
saw what all will see who obtain even a 
faint view of Him who is the chief among 
ten thousand and' altogether lovely. 
When I organized a church, a few 
months afterwards, she was one of its 
members. For many years she lived a 

pattern of devotedness and benevolence. 
For many..years she has slept in the 
tomb. In her last moments, after she 
had become unconscious of all things 
around her—her vision gone, and her 

tongue supposed to be prayer-silent, a 
friend whispered in her ear, “Do you 
know me?” To the surprise of all, she 
audibly replied, “ yes, it is my Saviour ! 
His track: I see, and I’ll pursue.” She 
spoke no more. “ Letme die the death of 
the righteous.”’ **,*. 
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Management of Union Seminary, 

(2.) The principle which evidently un- 
derlay the whole policy of Hanover Pres- 
bytery and Dr. Rice in settling the foun- 
dations of a '•'•great Southern Semina- 
ry'l was, t that the management of the 
Institution ought to be in that portion of 
the Church from which the bulk of its 
patronage would be derived, and for 
which its main benefits were designed. Of 
course it was desired and expected that 
students would resort to it from the 
North; perhaps West and North-west— 
and a few did ; and that its alumni would 
find fields of labor outside of the South 
and in foreign lands, as God in His 

providence might open the way. But 
still the whole tenor of Dr. R.’s corres- 

pondence on the subject, from 1815-20 
to the year of his death, and the course 
of the Presbytery, in voluntarily relin- 
quishing the exclusive control of the 

Seminary and seeking the combination 
of all the Southern Synods, (succeeding, 
however, only in part,) show that it was 
felt to be important and right, that the 
control and bulk of the patronage should 
be from the same section. 

(o.) And yet there was no sectional- 
ism, in;a bad sense. With all Dr. Rice’s 
well known, intense, almost enthusiastic 

Yirginianism, he was the farthest re- 

moved from any thing of narrow section- 
al prejudice.j He loved good men, and 
believed good men were every where to 
be found in Christian lands. With his 
wise forecast and sagacity, he appre- 
hended the evils which overtook the Pres- 

byterian Church in less than six years 
after1 his death; and hence he preferred 
not surrendering the entire control of the 
Seminary to the Assembly. As Prince- 
ton was already firmly fixed as a North- 
ern Institution, the very term so often 
used in1 the papers referred to above, 
“Southern Seminary” clearly revealed 
his idea of its proper relation. Still it 
was to be a National Church Seminary 
—not sectional; and the relation to the 
General Assembly, sought and obtained 
for. it, bad other purposes than the secu- 
rity of the funds by getting “the bene- 
fit of their charter.” That body, by the 
terms agreed on, was allowed a veto on 
all appointments to offices both in the 

Faculty, and Directory, and on all gene- 
ral laws; adopted for its government. It 
was also- stipulated that appointments 
and enactments rejected by the Assembly 
“shall be null and void.” It may be 
well in passing to observe, that accord- 
ing to this “plan” the Assembly has al- 

i ways had about as much control of the 
; Seminary, and now has, as is proposed 
' 

to be given by the scheme for “up- 
rooting the 'foundations of the original 

: jolanf”' ';/ 
® ‘It wds %6 the’ founders' of the’ Sem;- 

! nary1 Widely proposed to avoid, on the one 
i hand, a sectional arrangement, which 
• would appear antagonistic to the unity 

of tlio Church as represented by the 
General Assembly, and on the other, the 
surrender of its special management to a 
body, respecting whose future there was 
so much uncertainty, and indeed respect- 
ing whose coherence, on a national or- 
ganization, there was then much doubt. 
They felt thus secure against any suc- 
cessful effort to alienate their funds, as 
well as such use of the negative power as 
might seriously embarrass them. Fop, 
supposing the Assembly, under influences 
and by majorities adverse to sound Pres- 
byterianism, or the Scriptural rights and 
duties of Southern people, should at- 
tempt to disorganize the Institution, by 
refusing to ratify appointments or regu- 
lations inconsonant with the views of the 

Assembly thus affecteif; the Directory, 
under authority of the Synods, could 
hold these funds till better counsels might 
prevail, or use them to establish another 
Seminary. So the “plan” while safe 
for securing the great objects contempla- 
ted, was as judicious, as perhaps human 
wisdom could devise,in avoiding contin- 
gent evils-i , i . .. ).. i(. 

Vi (4.) Now the “proposalsl’ before the 
Church present, it is true, a change in 
this plan. But it is one rendered neces- 

sary, as its advocates think/ by our 

changed circumstances, and, as above in- 
timated, one whose operation, practical- 
ly, is just in the line of Dr. Rice’s 
“ wisdom/’ and which they believe, he, 
if living, would cordially approve.1 • } 

For the field laid open to this Seminary 
has changed. The “ South ” as then ex- 

isting, no longer exists. Columbia Sem- 
inary has cut off from us that portion 
which the founders of the Seminary re- 
lied on with such strong hopes, that Dr. 
R. even contemplated, ultimately, having 
a fourth Professor from that region.— 
Railroads have brought the Seminary as 
near Memphis and St, Louis as it was 
then to Abingdon and Lewjsburg; las 
near Louisville and Nashville as then to 
Christiansburg and Staunton. While, 
then, it can not look to South Carolina, 
Georgia, Florida, and the Southwest, as 
part of its special field, it may, with as 
much propriety as Columbia, look to 

Tennessee, Kentucky, Arkansas, aiid 
Missouri. While the geographical divi- 
sion of the Church, which has occurred, 
leaves to it no speedy hopes of any great 
patronage from the’North ; still, as Prov- 
idence opens the way, as—what we all 
believe—truth and right come to prevail 
more extensively, among those now so 
sadly estranged, it may look for patron- 
age from that region. Indeed ours is a, 
National Church, and our Seminary may 
be the nucleus around which may be 
gradually gathered the elements of con- 
servatism already existing in the North. 
Of this we have already had substantial 
evidences, not merely in a few students* 
from that region, but in liberal contribu- 
tions by men, who avow the views, just 
presented, as the ground of their action* 

Hence we have presented one of two 
courses. If our Seminary remains as| it5 
is, it will continue to be regarded as, at best, 
a double Synodical Seminary. The bulk 
of our Church, outside of these two Syn- 
ods, will feel no special “interest in it.” 
We cannot expect the brethren abroad, 
to be very zealous in supporting an In- 
stitution, in whose control they have not 
a word to say—no power 

“ to originate 
measures or give special direction for its 
government,” and only a negative, which 
however potent to check any tendencies 
to schismatic or merely sectional schemes, 
is impotent for any positive guidance.— 
Nor can we reasonably expect gentle- 
men from other parts of the Church, who 
might be sought as Professors, readily to 
take office in a Seminary with a limited 
field. This very objection was once 

made, as the sole reason for declining to 
be a candidate for the office, by one every 
way worthy. If the theory of the pres- 
ent plan had been fully carried out, the 
desirableness for a change would have 
been less. But while, in form, a Semi- 
nary of two Synods, in fact its manage- 
menthas been mainly in the hands of one. 
A gentleman having access to the records 
has kindly furnished some statistics On 
tms subject. it appears mat tor thirty 
years, the average attendance of mem- 
bers of the Directory (in all twenty-four) 
has been ten, the proportions from Vir- 

ginia three-fifths, and from North Caro- 
lina two-fifths. But of those from North 
Carolina, three-fifths of the ministers, 
and five-sevenths of the elders, were Vijr-* 
ginians, mostly resident on the borders, 
and appointed often on account of these 
circumstances, that in consideration either 
of convenience, or personal relations in 

Virginia, their attendance would be more 
frequent. In the same time North Car- 
olina furnished 62 students, and Virginia 
134, the Synods not greatly varying in 
their number of communicants. It is 
stated merely as a fact, patent to all, and 
conceded over and over in North Caro- 

lina, that the co-operation of that Synod 
has not been as active and efficient, in 
any respect as was hoped; and the re- 
mark has been often made, that the Sem- 
inary is a Virginia Seminary. Not only 
did the founders of the Seminary fail in 
perfecting the desired arrangement of 
securing the tvhole South in uniting for 
the support of the Seminary, but even 'so 
much as was accomplished in theory, has 
not realised in practice the expectations 
indulged. It does not seem desirable to 
continue a mode of management, which 
was not what the founders of the Insti- 
tution undertook to complete, and has 
not proved as efficient as even, in its in- 

complete state, was reasonably hoped. 
On the other hand, we must endeavor 

under our changed circumstances, to re- 
alise the results designed by the plans ol 
the founders, hut, by reason of their 

changed circumstances, in great part noi 
realised, by adopting methods suited tc 
our circumstances. The advocates foi 
a transfer think this may more likely b( 
done, by giving the Seminary a National 
Church relation. Thus influential min- 
isters and other persons all over th< 
Church will feel that our claims, as t( 
ecclesiastical relations, are as valid as 

any, and •while we trust the whole 

Church, the whole Church will trust us. 
J. B. T. j 
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Relation of Freedmen to the Presbyte- 
rian Church. 

[concluded.] 
(3.) Another argument of yours is 

drawn from .the example of other South- 
ern Churches. I need not dwell upon 
this, as the answer has already been sug- 
gested. We shall not be required to give 
an account of them, but of ourselves, to 
God. But it ought not to be forgotten, 
that our Church has been distinguished, 
in times past, for its obstinate adherence 
to the law and the testimony, and for its 
repudiation of the principle of a merely 
human expediency. If other Churches 
are doing wrong, this is a special reason 
why the Presbytefian Church should do 

right. At any rate, we have not been 
in the habit of learning our duty from 
other Churches, but from the Word of 
God. (f ) 

(4.) But you say, again, that it is bet- 
ter for the Freedmen to be organized in- 
to a Church by themselves. I am glad, 
Mr. Editor, to see that you repudiate the 
plan of a subordinate Church, which has 
been proposed by some of our brethren, 
a plan involving the administration of 
the solemn, ordinances of God’s.House, 
by men unordained and unbound by vows 
of office. But it seems to me, that your 
plan involves an evil, almost as serious. 
It amounts to this: that we are to have no 
Freedmen in our Church. Now we are 
all poor; but the Freedmen, who consti- 
tute one-half, nearly, of the population 
of the South, are eminently the poor of 
the land. Are we prepared to say, that 
these poor shall be excluded from our 
pale? I trust not. : 

I have no doubt, that one great cause 
of the little progress made by the Pres- 
byterian Church in Virginia, is its neg- 
lect of the 'poor, both white and black. 
Our Lord represents it as one character- 
istic feature of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
that “ the Gospel is preached to the poor.” 
How can we vindicate for ourselves the 
character of a Christian Church, if we 
not only neglect them, but, deliberately 
and of set purpose, exclude them ? How 
can we expect the blessing of God, when 
we say that it is no part of our mission, 
to preach the Gospel to these poor? 
The commission “Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the Gospel to every 
creature,” is given to the Church. Is 
thi3 our commission ? If not, then we 
have no commission at all, and all we do 
is a usurpation. You admit that Freedmen 
may be called into the ministry, and may 
be ordained, in some Church. Why1 hot 
in ours? ; Is it because our Church is nlot 
oeccumenical in its principles of doctrine 
and order? Surely you will not say 
that. We admit that different Churches 
may be a legitimate result of the out- 
working ot Christianity; but these dif- 
ferences ought to be determined by physi- 
cal causes, such as the boundaries of 
states, oceans, chains of mountains, great 
rivers, &c. But it is very far from being 
clear, that difference in Churches, in the 
same territory determined by color or 

race, is a legitimate result of the devel- 

opment of the Christian system. Do we 
not hold that Presbyterianism comes 

nearer to the model of the Church of 
the Apostles than any other form of 

Christianity, and consequently, that lit 
would be better for all Christians to be 

Presbyterians? Has not the General 

Assembly determined that two Churches 
so nearly agreed as the United Synod jof 
the Presbyterian Church of the South 
and, our own Church, ought not to have 

separate organizations in the same terri- 
tory? Why then should the Freedmen 
who cultivate our soil, serve us in our 

houses, cook our food and nurse our chil- 
dren, be put off into a Church by them- 
selves? I am persuaded, that the un- 

necessary multiplication of particular 
Churches is a great evil. If the Freed- 
men should, all of them, become Presby- 
terian in faith and order, we ought to 
welcome them all into our pale. This 
distinction of race, be it remembered, 
has been expressly abolished by Christ, 
and abolition of this distinction is one of 
the characteristic features of His Church 
under this dispensation. Do you wi$b 
the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States to be destitute of this feature, and, 
pro tanto, to want one mark of a Chris- 
tian Church ? 

rou sun insist, nowever, tnat tne 
African Presbyterian Church thus coh- 
stituted should be encouraged and assist- 
ed by us. Now, if the blacks in the 
Church and under our own eye, hare 
been so much neglected, what encourage- 
ment and aid are they likely to receive, 
when put to themselves and out of our 

sight? It does seem strange that, when 
we have been accustomed to deplore, in 
times past, the separate ecclesiastical or- 
ganization of the colored people, as eve- 
ry way unhappy, brethren should now 
insist that this is the best solution of the 
difficulties created by emancipation, (g.) 

Before concluding, allow me to notice 
one or two other points. 

(1.) It is alleged that this ecclesiasti- 
cal equality will end in blacks and whites 
sitting together in church. I answer, if 
the faithful execution of the ordinances 
of our Lord Christ should necessitate 
this sitting together in His House, so be 
it. It will not be much worse than the 
sitting together of the colored sempstress 
and her mistress in the chamber all daj 
long; or the sitting together of th< 
mother and the nurse, in chamber oi 

, stage-coach, or railroad car; or the sit 
ting together of young gentlemen aiic 
ladies and their colored pupils in our Sab 
bath Schools. But it is not necessary 
Do not the sexes occupy different, seat: 
in our country churches, and in nearly .-ail 
the Methodist churches? Does this.de 
stroy the ecclesiastical equality;of th 
sexes? (h.) 

i (2.) Dr. Atkinson is alleged to be in 

consistent in requiring the sessions of 
the churches to be homogeneous. In an- 
swer to this, Dr. Atkinson would proba- 
bly say, that if this is an offence at all, 
it is an offence against the unity of the 
Church, rather than an offence against 
the equality of the races in the Church. 
It no s more 

1 derogates from the black 
man to be excluded from a session com- 

posed of whites, than it does from the 
white man to be excluded from a session 
composed of blacks. It is not denied, by 
any who think with Dr. Atkinson, that 
some discretion is to beused in the whole 
matter. It is only denied that1 the dis- 

cretionary power of the Church extends 
so far as to lay down terms of communion, 
or ministerial qualifications which the 
Word of God does not warrant. (i‘.) 

In conclusion^ let it be remembered, 
that in all the difficulties which beset us 
both in Church and State, we have noth- 
ing to do, but to keep a good conscience, 
and leave all results to Him, who makes 
no mistakes. T. E. P. 

' -1 1> ’ : HOI ’ 
M 

I 1, . 

“ For the Central Presbyterian. 
mi ill.'.-* . <«'•>} __ a 

• V. 

The Proposed New Form of Presbyterian 
i j Government. 

Miv Editor,—Although you have in- 
formed us that Dr. Baird is preparing an 
apologetic article upon the proposed New 
Form of Presbyterian Government, I 
think it best at once to request the in- 
sertion of a few considerations upon the 
most fundamental doctrines of the min- 
istry as affected by that book. Other 

changes are in themselves highly impor- 
tant, and many of* them startling, but 
this is vital. This, in a sense even more 
emphatic than as applied to the subject 
of justification, is' the doctrine upon 
which a Church stands or falls. “Faith 
cometh by hearing, and hearing by 
preaching, but how can they preach ex- 
cept they be sent?” The first work of 
our blessed Lord and Saviour, on enter- 
ing upon his public labors, was the ap- 
pointment of ministers, the seventy and 
the twelve, and not ruling elders; his 
last work on earth was the commission 
of ministers, (see Matt, xxviii:, 16, &c.,) 
and his first act of grace and mercy to- 
ward that Church, which as God-man he 
purchased with his own blood, was the 
gift of ministers, “for the work of the 
ministry and the edification of the body 
of Christ.”i (Eph. iv: 11, &c., a passage 
in which, as Calvin distinctly affirms, 
ministers alone are mentioned, ruling 
elders being indicated elsewhere as in 
Rom. vii: and 1st Cor. viii) Christ 

everywhere identifies himself with his 
ministers, and holds the Church and the 
world responsible for their treatment of 
them as his ambassadors and authorita- 
tive expounders of the Word—“ He that 
despiseth you despiseth not man, but 
God.” It is by the ministry men are 
called, converted, made disciples, organ- 
ized into churches, and mediately con- 
stituted ruling elders and deacons. Min- 
isters' are the khroi ek 'Heron, that is, 
in our vernacular, chosen from among 
the chosen, and by way qf distinction 
from the other chosen or members of the 
church, (the laos or people,) the chosen, 
or,.as (jerived from' it, the clergy. Its 
doctrine concerning the ministry, as being 
only a class of the one order; of Presby- 
ters, has given its. historical name to the 
Presbyterian Church, and it has ever been 
distinguished by its exaltation of the 

, ministry.. With Paul jit magnifies the 

.9®9e. i.i v>nji T.ifi Jfcrfi ino7i 

, The proposed, new form-.of-Presbyte- 
rian Government is in direct antagonism 
to the established doctrine and! order of 
the Presbyterian; Church, on"the minis- 
try, by making rulers and ruling, instead 
of preachers and preaching, the ̂funda- 
mental principle of the Church, and by 
making ministers, instead of being the 
first and essential order of Christ’s offi- 
cers, a class or division of rulers ; and by 
teaching that ministers^ are not, even as 
a class of rulers, distinct, independent 
and pre-eminent, but thatrufers constitute, 
besides deacons, the only order or rank 
of officers in Christ’s Church.1 Now this 
I must regard as a fundamental aiid fatal 
heresy, as anti-scriptural as it is anti- 

Presbyterian. I challenge proof that 
any Presbyterian church before or since 
the Reformation, has held the doctrine 
that the ministry of the Gospel is not a 
distinct and independent order or class, 
(for order . means class,) and the first 
order of officers in the Church of God, 
made “ holy and sacred,” and the first 
for dignity and usefulness by solemn or- 
dination and imposition of hands ; or 

that elders are not, as under the ancient 4^ 
economy, members of, the Church, chosen 
by the people as their representatives to 
assist the pastor in the spiritual govern- 
ment of the Church, and as a rank, or 
order distinct from ministers and dea- 
cons. Elders have always been regard- 
ed and spoken of as laymen and not 
clergy; that is, as members of the church 
by which they are chosen, and represen- 
tatives of the laity,, (laos,) in contrast 
with the kleroi, (hence clergy;) or those 
set apart by solemn ordination and im- 

position of the hands of ministers. The 

Apostles, therefore’, 
’ 

“‘called the multi- 
tude of the disciples unto them and said, 
* * “Look ye out among yowsevenmen, 
&c., * * whpm we may, appoint over 

1 
this business, (A'cts’j vi : 2-4,). and they 
chose Stephen, &c.,,whom they set. be- 
fore the Apostles, and when they had 
prayed they laid their hands on them.” 

According to the , new Constitution, 
however, Elders are not laymen, but are 
regarded as, equally with the ministry, 
ordained by^ imposition of hands, and 

1 thus made members of the one order, or 
as it is called, rank, dignity; and author- 
ity of Presbyters,: or Bishops. Our 
Church, therefore, under this form would 
no longer have officers who are “proper- 
ly the representatives of the people, 

j chosen by them for the purpose of exer- 1 erasing government and disciplined con- 
junction with-> pastors and ministers.” 

3 They -would not, therefore, be certain 

others,” “ the brethren ” who came up 
(continued on 4th page.) 
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