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Diftria of Pennſylvania, to wit :

Be it remembered, That on the twenty-

fifth Day of March in the thirtieth Year

ofthe Independence of the United States

of America, A. D. 18c6, the Reverend

Afhbel Green , D. D. the Reverend Nathaniel Irwin,

and Ebenezer Hazard, on behalf of the Truſtees ofthe

General Affembly of the Prefbyterian Church in the

United States of America, of the faid Diftrict, have

depoſited in this Office, the Title of a Book the Right

whereof they claim as Proprietors in the Words follow-

ing, to wit :

The Conflitution of the Presbyterian Church in the

United States of America, Containing the Confeffion of

Faith, the Catechifms, andthe Directoryfor the worship

of God: together with the Plan of Government and Dif-

cipline as amended and ratified by the Generul Affembly at

their Seffions in May, 1805.

And

In Conformity to the A&t of the Congrefs of the

United States, intituled, " An A&tfor the Encourage-

ment of Learning, by fecuring the Copies of Maps,

Charts and Books, to the Authors and Proprietors of

fuch Copies during the Times therein mentioned"

ao to the Act entitled , " An A&t fupplementary to

an Act, entitled, " An Act for the Encouragement of

Learning, by fecuring the Copies of Maps, Charts,

and Books, to the Authors and Proprietors of fuch

Copies during the Times therein mentioned ," and ex-

tending the Benefits thereofto the Arts of defigning,

engraving, and etching hiftorical and other Prints."

D, CALDWELL, Clerk ofthe

Diftria of Pennsylvania.
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THE

CONSTITUTION

OF THE

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.

A

THE

CONFESSION OF FAITH.

СНАР. I.

Of the Holy Scripture.

LTHOUGH the light of nature, and the

works of creation and providence, do fo

far manifeft the goodnefs, wifdom and power of

God, asto leave men inexcufable" ; yet they are

not fufficient to give that knowledge of God,

and of his will , which is neceffary unto falva-

I. a Rom. 2. 14, 15. For

when the Gentiles , which have

not the law, do by nature the

things contained in the law,

thefe , having not the law, are a

law unto themſelves, which

fhew the work of the law

written in their hearts, their

confcience alfo bearing wit-

nefs, and their thoughts the

mean while accufing, or elfe ex-

cufing one another. Rom. 1 .

19, 20. Becauſe that which

maybe known ofGod, is mani-

feft in them : for God hath

fhewed it untothem. For the

invifible things of him from the

creation of the world are clear-

ly feen , being underſtood by

the things that are inade , even

his eternal power and Godhead;

fo that they are without ex-

cufe.- Pfal. 19. 1, 2. The

heavens declare the glory of

God; and the firmament fhew-

eth his handy work, Day unto

day uttereth fpeech, and night

upto night fheweth knowledge.

Ver. 3, There is no fpeech nor

language , where their voice is

not heard. See kom. 1. 32.

with Rom. 2. I.

B



2 THE CONFESSION OF FAITH.

tion"; therefore it pleafed the Lord, at fundry

times, and in divers manners, to reveal him-

felf, and to declare that his will unto his church';

and afterwards, for the better preferving and

propagating of the truth, and for the more fure

eſtabliſhment and comfort of the church againſt

the corruption of the flesh, and the malice of

Satan and ofthe world, to commit the fame whol-

ly unto writing ; which maketh the holy ſcrip-

ture to be moſt neceffary ; thoſe former ways of

b I Cor. 1. 21. For after

that , inthe wifdom of God, the

world by wifdom knew not

God, it pleafed God by the

foolishness of preaching to

fave them that believe. 1 Cor.

2. 13 , 14. Which things alfo

we fpeak, not in the words

which man's wifdom teacheth,

but which the Holy Ghoft

teacheth; comparing fpiritual

things with fpiritual . But the
natural man receiveth not

the things of the Spirit of God ;

for they are fofhnefs unto

him neither can he know

them, becauſe they are fpi-

ritually difcerned .

c Heb. 1. 1. God , who at

fundry times, and in divers

manners, fpake in time paft

unto the fathers by the pro-

phers.

d Luke 1. 3, 4. It ſeemed

good to me alfo , having had

perfect underſtanding of all

things from the very firft, to

write unto thee in order, moſt

excellent Theophilus, that

thou mighteſt know the cer-

tainty of thofe things wherein

thou haft been inftructed.

Rom. 15. 4. For whatſoever

things were written afore-

time, were written for our

learning ; that we, through

patience and comfort of the

fcriptures might have hope.

Ifa. 8. 20. To the law andtothe

teftimony : ifthey ſpeak not

according to this word, it is

becauſe there is no light in

them. Rev. 22. 18.

e 2 Tim. 3. 15. And that

from a child thou hast known

the holy fcriptures, which

are able to make thee wife

unto falvation, through faith

which is in Chrift Jefus.-

2 Pet. 1. 19. We have alfo a

more fure word of prophecy ;

whereunto ye do well that ye

take heed, as unto a light that

fhineth in a dark place, until

the day dawn , and the day

ſftar arife in your hearts :



THE CONFESSION OF FAITH.
3

God's revealing his will unto his people being

now ceaſedf.

II. Under the name of holy fcripture, or the

word of God written, are now contained all the

books of the Old and New teftament, which are

thefe :

OF THE OLD TESTAMENT.

Genefis.

Exodus.

Ezra.

Nehemiah.

Daniel.

Hofea.

Leviticus. Esther.
Joel.

Numbers.
Fob.

Deuteronomy. Pfalms.

Amos.

Obadiah.

Fofbua.
Proverbs.

Jonah.

Fudges. Ecclesiaftes.
Micah.

Ruth. The Song of Nabum.

J. Samuel. Songs.
Habakkuk.

II. Samuel. Ifaiah.

1. Kings. Jeremiah.

Lamentations.

Ezekiel.

Zephaniah.

Haggai.

Zechariah.

Malachi.

II. Kings.

I. Chronicles.

II. Chronicles.

f Heb. 1. 1, 2. God, who

at fundry times, and in di-

vers manners, ipake in time

paft unto the fathers by the

prophets, hath in theſe laſt

days fpoken unto us by his Son,

whom he hath appointed her

of all things, by whom allo he

made the worlds.

B 2



THE CONFESSION OF FAITH.

OF THE NEW TESTAMENT.

The gofpels ac- Galatians.
The Hebrews.

cording to Ephesians. The Epistle

Matthew. Philippians. of James.

Mark.
Coloffians. The firft & fe-

Luke. I. Theffalo-

John.
nians.

cond Epiftles

of Peter.

The Acts of the II. Theffalo- The firft, fecond

Apoftles.
pians. andthird Epif-

Paul's Epiftles to To I. Timothy. tles of John.

the Romans.

I. Corinthians.

To II. Timothy. The Epiſtle of

To Titus.
Jude.

II. Corinthians. To Philemon.

The Epistle to

The Revelation.

All which are given by inſpiration of God, to

be the rule of faith and life".

III. The books commonly called Apocrypha

not being of divine infpiration , are no part ofthe

canon of the fcripture ; and therefore are of no

authority in the church of God, nor to be any

II g Eph. 2. 20. And are

built upon the foundation of

the apostles and prophets, Je-

fus Chrift himſelf being the

chief corner-fone. Rev. 22. 18,

19. For teftify unto every

man that heareth the words of

the prophecy of this book, if

any man fhall add unto theſe

things, God fhall add unto him

the plagues that are written in

this book; And if any man

fhall take away, from the

words of the book of this pro-

phecy, God fhall take away his

part out of the book of life,

and out of the holy city, and

from the things which are

written in this book. 2 Tim.

3. 16 -All fcripture is given

by inspirationof God, andispro-

fitable for doctrine , for reproof,

for correction, for inftruction

in righteoufnels.



THE CONFESSION OF FAITH.
5

otherwife approved, or made ufe of, than other

human writings".

IV. The authority of the holy fcripture, for

which it ought to be believed and obeyed , depend-

eth not upon the teftimony of any man or church,

but wholly upon God, (who is truth itſelf) the au

thor thereof; and therefore it is to be received ,

becauſe it is the word of God '.

V. We may be moved and induced by the tef-

timony ofthe church to an high and reverend ef-

teem for the holy fcripture" ; and the heavenlinefs

of the matter, the efficacy of the doctrine, the

majeſty of the ſtyle, the confent of all the parts,

the fcope ofthe whole, (which is to give all glory

to God) the full diſcovery it makes of the only

III, h Luke 24. 27. And

beginning at Mofes and all the

prophets, he expounded unto

them in all the fcriptures, the

things concerning himself.

Ver. 44. And he faid unto

them , Thefe are the words

which I fpake unto you, while

I was yet with you, that all

things must be fulfilled which

were writtenin the law of Mo-

fes, and in the prophets, and in

the pfalms, concerning me.

2 Pet . 1. 21. For the prophecy

came not in old time by the

will of man, but holy men of

God fpake as they were moved

by the Holy Ghoſt.

IV. i Tim. 3. 16. All fcripture

is given by infpiration of God,

and is profitable for doctrine,

for reproof, for correction, for

inftruction in righteouſneſs. i

John. 5. 9. If we receive the

witnefs of men, the witness of

God is greater : For this is the

witnefs of God which he hath

teftified of his Son . 1 , Thefs. 2 ,

13. For this caufe alfo thank

we God without ceafing, be-

caufe, when ye received the

word of God, which ye heard

of us, ye received it not as the

word of men, but ( as it is in

truth ) the word of God , which

effectually worketh alfo in you

that believe.

V. k 1 Tim. 3. 15. But if't

tarry long, that thou mayeft

knowhowthou oughteít to be-

have thyfelf in the houfe of

God, which is the church of

the living God, the pillar and

ground of the truth.

B 3



THE CONFESSION OF FAITH.

way of man's falvation , the many other incom-

parable excellencies, and the entire perfection

thereof, are arguments whereby it doth abundantly

evidence itſelf to be the word of God ; yet, not-

withſtanding, our full perfuafion and affurance of

the infallible truth, and divine authority thereof,

is from the inward work of the Holy Spirit,

bearing witnefs, by and with the word, in our

hearts'.

VI. The whole counfel of God, concerning

all things neceffary for his own glory, man's fal-

vation, faith and life, is either exprefsly fet down

in fcripture, or by good and neceffary confequence

may be deduced from ſcripture : unto which no-

thing at any time is to be added, whether by new

11 John 2. 20, 27. But ye

have an unction from the Holy

One and ye know all things.

But theanointingwhich ye have

received ofhim abideth in you,

and ye need not that any man

teachyou : but as the fame a

nointing teacheth you of all

things, and is truth , and is no

lie ; and even as it hath taught

you, ye fhall abide in him.

John 16. 13, 14. Howbeit,

when he, the Spirit of truth,

is come, he will guide you into

all truth: forhe thall not fpeak

of himfelf; but whatſoever he

fhall hear, that fhall he ſpeak ;

and he will fhew you things to

come. He fhall glorify me:

for he fhall receive ofmine, and

fhall fhew it unto you .-1 Cor.

2. 10. 11, 12. But God hath re-

vealed them unto us by his Spi-

rit ; for the Spirit fearcheth all

things , yea the deep things of

God. For what man knoweth

the things of a man, fave the

fpirit of a manwhich is in him?

even fothe things ofGod know-

eth no man, but the Spirit of

God.
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revelations of the Spirit or traditions of men .

Nevertheleſs we acknowledge the inward illumi-

nation of the Spirit of God to be neceffary for the

faving underſtanding of fuch things as are reveal-

ed in the word"; and there are fome circum-

ſtances concerning the worſhip of God, and go-

vernment of the church, common to human

actions and focieties, which are to be ordered by

the light of nature and chriſtian prudence, accord-

ing to the general rules of the word, which are

always to be obſerved .

VI. m 2 Tim. 3. 16. All

fcripture is given by inſpiration

of God, and is profitable for

doctrine, for reproof, for cor-

rection, for instruction in

righteouſneſs : Ver. 17. That

the man of God may beperfect ,

thoroughly furnished unto all

good works. Gal. 1. 8. But

though we, or an angel from

heaven, preach any other gof-

pel unto you than that which

we have preached unto you,

let him be accurfed. - 2 Thefs.

2. 2. That ye be not foon

fhaken in mind, or be troubled,

neitherby fpirit, nor byword,

nor by letter, as from us, as

that the day of Chrift is at

hand.

n John 6. 45. It is written

inthe prophets, And they fhall

be all taught of God. Every

man therefore that hath heard,

and hath learned of the Father

cometh unto me. 1 Cor. 2. 9,

10. 12. But as it is written,

Eye hath not feen, nor ear

heard, neither have entered in-

to the heart of man, the things

which God hath prepared for

them that love him -But God

hath revealed them unto us by

his Spirit : for the Spirit ſearch-

eth all things, yea the deep

things of God. Now we have

received, not the ſpirit of the

world, but the Spirit which is

of God ; that we might know

the things that are freely given

to us ofGod.

o 1 Cor 11. 13 , 14. Judge

in yourſelves : Is itcomelythat

a woman pray unto God un-

covered ? Doth not even na-

ture itſelf teach you, that if a

man have long hair, it is a

fhame unto him ? I Cor. 14.

26, 40. How is it then, bre-

thren ? when ye come toge-

ther, every one of you hath a

pfalm, hath a doctrine, hath a

tongue, hath a revelation, hath

an interpretation . Let all

things be done to edifying. Let

all things be done decently and

inorder.
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VII. Allthings in fcripture are not alike plam

in themſelves, nor alike clear unto all" ; yet

thofe things which are neceffary to be known,

believed, and obferved, for falvation, are fo

clearly propounded and opened in fome place of

fcripture or other, that not only the learned , but

the unlearned, in a due uſe of the ordinary means,

may attain unto a fufficient underſtanding of

them".

VIII. The Old teftament in Hebrew, (which

was the native language of the people of God of

old) and the New teftament in Greek, (which at

the time of the writing of it was moft generally

known to the nations) being immediately inſpired

by God, and by his fingular care and providence

kept pure in all ages, are therefore authenti-

cal' ; fo as in all controverfies of religion the

church is finally to appeal unto them .

VII. p 2 Pet. 3. 16. As

alfo in all bis epiftles, fpeaking

in them of theſe things, in

which are fome things hard to

be understood, which they that

are unlearned and unſtable

wreft, as they do alfo the other

fcriptures, unto their own de-
ftruction .

But be-

rily I fay unto you . Till hea-

ven and earth pafs, one jot or

one tittle fhall in no wife pafs

from the law, till all be ful-

filled .

s Ifai. 8. 20. To the law and

to the teftimony ; if they fpeak

not according to this word, it

is becauſe there is no light in

q Pfal. 119. 105. Thy word them. A&s 15. 15. And to

is a lamp unto my feet, and a this agree the words of the pro-

light unto my path. Ver. 130, phets ; as it is written, John 5.

The entrance of thy words giv- 46. For had ye believed Mofes,

eth light; it giveth underftand- ye would have believed me :

ing unto the fimple. forhe wrote ofme.2

VIII, r Mat. 5. 18. For ve-
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caufe thefe original tongues are not known to all

the people of God who have right unto and inter.

eft in the fcriptures, and are commanded in

the fear of God, to read and fearch them', there-

fore they are to be tranflated into the vulgar

language of every nation unto which they

come", that the word of God dwelling plentifully

in all, they may worship him in an acceptable

manner", and, through patience and comfort

of theſcriptures may have hope*.

IX. The infallible rule of interpretation of

fcripture is the fcripture itfelf; and, therefore,

when there is a queſtion about the true and full

t John 5. 39. Search the

fcriptures; for in them ye

think ye have eternal life and

theyaretheywhichteſtify ofme,

v. 1 Cor. 14. 6, 9 , 11, 12.

24, 27, 28. Now brethren, if

I come unto you ſpeaking with

tongues, what fhall I pro-

fit you, except I fhall ſpeak to

you either by revelation, or by

knowledge, or by prophefy-

ing, or by doctrine ? So

likewife ye, except ye utter

by the tongue words eafy to be

understood, how fhall it be

known what is ſpoken ? for ye

fhall ſpeakinto the air. There-

fore if I know not the meaning

of the voice. I fhall be unto

him that fpeaketh a barba-

rian, and he that ſpeakethfball

be a barbarian unto me.-Even

fo ye, for as much as ye are

zealous of fpiritual gifts, feek

that you may excel to the edi .

fying of the church.-But if

all prophefy and there come

in one that believeth not, or

one unlearned, he is convinced

of all, he is judged of all.-

If any man fpeak in an un-

known tongue, let it be by two,

or at the moft by three, and

that by courfe ; and let one

interpret.-But if there be no

interpreter, let him keep fi-

lence in the church; and let him

fpeak to himſelf and to God.

w Col. 3. 16. Let the word

of Chrift dwell in you richly in

all wifdom ; teaching and ad-

monishing one another in

pfalms, and hymns, and fpi-

ritual fongs, finging with

grace in your hearts to the

Lord.

x Rom. 15. 4. For what-

foever things were written a-

forctime were written for our

learning, that we, through pa-

tience and comfort of the fcrip-

tures might have hope.
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'fenfe of any fcripture, (which is not manifold,

but one) it may be fearched and known by other

places that ſpeak more clearly".

X. The fupreme Judge, by whom all contro-

verfies of religion are to be determined, and all

decrees of councils, opinions of ancient writers,

doctrines of men, and private fpirits, are to be

examined, and in whoſe ſentence we are to reft,

can be no other but the Holy Spirit ſpeaking in

the fcripture".

IX. yAas 15. 15. Andto

this agreethe words ofthe pro-

phets ; as it is written. John

5. 46. For had ye believed

Mofes, ye would have believed

me: for he wrote of me.

X. zMat. 22. 29, 31. Jefus

anfwered and faid unto them,

Ye do err, not knowing the

fcriptures, nor the power of

God-But as touching the re-

furrection of the dead, have

ye not read that which was

spoken unto you by God.

Eph. 2. 20. And are built

upon the foundation of the

apoftles and prophets, Jefus

Christ himſelf being the

chief corner-ftone. Acts 28.

25. And when they agreed

not among themſelves, they

departed, after that Paul had

fpoken one word, Well fpake

the Holy Ghoft by Efaias the

prophet unto our fathers.
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CHA, P. II.

OfGod, andof theHoly Trinity.

TH

HERE is but one only living and true God",

who is infinite in being and perfection , a

moft pure fpirit , inviſible , without body, parts ,

I, a Deut. 6. 4. Hear, O

Ifrael, the Lord our God is ,

one Lord ; 1 Cor. 8. 4, 6. As

concerning therefore the eat-

ing ofthofe things that are of-

fered in facrifice unto idols,

we know that an idol is no-

thing in the world, and that

there is none other God but

one. But to us there is but one

God, the Father, of whom are ,

all things, and we in him;

and one Lord Jefus Chrift, by

whom areall things, and weby

nim.

I
bi Thefs. 1. 9.-Ye turned

to God from idols, to ferve the

living and true God, Jer. 10.

10. But the Lord is the true

God, he is the living God, and

an everlafting King.

c Job 11. 7, 8 , 9. and 26.

14. Canft thou by fearching

find out God ? Canft thou find

out the Almighty unto per

fection ?-It is high as hea-

ven, what cant thou do ?

deeper than hell ; what canft

thou know ? The meaſure

thereof is longer than the earth,

andbroader than the fea.-Lo,

霭

thefe are parts of his ways ;

but how little a portion is heard

of him ? but the thunder of

his power, who can under-

ftand ?

d John 4. 24. God is a Spirit,

and they that worship him,

muſt worship bim in ſpirit and

in truth .

e 1 Tim. I. 17. Now unto

the King eternal, immortal, in-

vifible, the only wife God, be

honor and glory, for ever and

ever. Amen.

f Deut. 4. 15, 16. Take ye

therefore good heed unto your-

felves ; for ye faw no manner

of fimilitude on the day that

the Lord fpake unto you in

Horeb out of the midst of the

fire. Left ye corrupt your-

felves, and make you a graven

image, the fimilitude of any

figure, the likeness of male or

female. Luke 24. 39. Behold

my hands and my feet ; that it

is I myfelf Handleme and fee;

for a fpirit hath not flesh and

bones, as ye ice me have. John

4. 24.
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or paſſions , immutable , immenſe ', eternal*, in-

comprehenfible' , almighty", moſt wife " , moſt

holy , moft free", moſt abfolute , working all

things according to the counſel of his own im-

mutable and moſt righteous will', for his own

g Acts 14. 11, 15. And

when the people faw what

Paul had done, they lift up

their voices, faying in the

fpecch of Lycaonia, The gods

are come down to us in the

likeness of men.-And faying,

Sirs, why do ye theſe things ?

We alſo are men of like paf-

fions with you, and preach un-

to you that ye fhould turn from

thefe vanities unto the living

God, which made heaven and

earth and the fea and all things

that are therein.

h Jam. 1. 17.- The Father

of lights, with whom is no va-

riablenefs, neither fhadow of

turning. Mal. 3. 6. For I am

the Lord, I change not .

i 1 Kings 8. 27. But will

God indeed dwell on the earth?

behold, the heaven , and hea-

ven of heavens cannot contain

thee, how much lefs this houfe

that I have builded ? Jer. 23.

23, 24. Am I a God at hand,

faith the Lord, and not a God

afar off ? Can any hide himſelf

in fecret places that I fhall not

fee him ? faith the Lord. Do

not fill heaven and earth ?

faith the Lord.

k Pfal 90 2, Before the

mountains wire brought forth,

or ever thou hadit formed the

earth and the world ; even from

everlaſting to everlaſting, thou

art God. I Tim. 1. 17. Now

unto the King eternal, immor-

tal, invifible, the onlywife God,

be honor and glory for ever and

ever.
Amen.

I Pfal . 145 3.-His great-

nefs is unfearchable.

m Gen. 17. 1.-I am the

Almighty God ; walk before

me, and be thou perfect . Rev.

4. 8.

n Rom. 16. 27. To God only

wife, be glory through Jefus

Chrift for ever. Amen.

o Ifai . 6. 3. And one cried

unto another, and faid, Holy,

holy, holy is the Lord of hofts :

the whole earth is full of his

glory. Rev. 4. 8.

p Pfal. 115. 3. But our God

is in the heavens : He hath done

whatfoever he pleaſed.

q Exod. 3. 14, And God

faid unto Mofes, I AM THAT I

AM; and he faid, Thus fhalt

thou fay unto the children of

Ifrael, I AM, hath fent me unto

you..

r Eph. I. II. In whom alfo

we have obtained an inheri- .

tance, being predeftinated ac-

cording to the purpoſe of him,

who worketh all things after

the counfel ofhis own will :
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glory's most loving , gracious, merciful , long-

fuffering, abundant in goodneſs and truth, for-

giving iniquity, tranfgreffion and fin' ; the rewar-

der ofthem that diligently feek him" ; and withal

moſt juſt and terrible in his judgments* ; hating

all fin', and who will by no means clear the

guilty .

f Prov. 16. 4. The Lord

hath made all things for him-

felf: Yea, even the wicked for

the day of evil. Rom. 11. 36 .

For ofhim, and through him ,

and tohim are all things. To

whom beglory for ever. Amen.

Rev. 4. 11.

t 1 John 4.8. He that loveth

not, knoweth not God, for God

is love.

v Exod. 34. 6, 7. And the

Lord paffed by before him,

and proclaimed, The Lord, the

Lord God, merciful and gra-

cious, long-fuffering, and abun-

dant in goodneſs and truth,

keeping mercy for thouſands,

forgivinginiquity and tranfgref-

fion andfin, and that will by no

means clear the guilty.

w Heb. 11. 6. For he that

cometh to God must believe

that he is, and that he is a re-

warder of them that diligently

feek him.

x Neh. 9. 32, 33- Now

therefore, our God, the great,

the mighty, and the terrible

God, who keepeſt covenant and

C

mercy ; let not all the trouble

feen little before thee , that

hath come upon us, on our

kings, on our princes, and on

our priefts, and on our proph

ets, and on our fathers, and

on all thy people, fince the

time of the kings of Affyria,

unto this day. Howbeit, thou

art juft in all that is brought

upon us ; for thou haft done

right, but we have done wick-

edly.

y Pfal. 5. 5, 6. The foolish

fhall not ftand in thy fight :

thou hateft all workers of in-

iquity. Thou fhalt destroy

them that fpeak leafing the

Lord will abhor the bloody and

deceitful man.

z Nahum . 2, 3. God is

jealous, and the Lord reveng

eth and is furious, the Lord

will take vengeance on his ad-

verfaries, andhe referveth wrath

for his enemies.-The Lord

isflow to anger, and great in

power, and will not at all

acquit the wicked. See Exod.

34. 7.
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II. God hath all life " , glory", goodness , blef-

fednefs , in and of himſelf ; and is alone in and

unto himſelf all-fufficient, not ſtanding in need

of any creatures which he hath made , nor de-

riving any glory from them , but only manifefting

his own glory, in, by, unto, and upon them :

he is the alone fountain of all being, of whom,

through whom, and to whom, are all things" ;

and hath moſt fovereign dominion over them, to

do by them, for them, and upon them, whatſo-

ever himſelf pleaſeth". In his fight all things are

II , a John 5. 26. For as the

Father hath life in himfelf, fo

hath he given to the Son to

have life in himſelf.

b Acts 7. 2. And he faid,

Men, brethren, and fathers,

hearken ; The God ofglory ap-

peared unto our father Abra-

ham, when he was in Mefo-

potamia, before he dwelt in

Charran .

c Pfal. 119. 68. Thou art

good, and doeft good, teach me

thy ftatutes.

d 1 Tim. 6. 15. Which in

his times he ſhall fhew, who is

the bleſſed and only Potentate,

the King of kings, and Lord

oflords, Rom. 9. 5.-Who is

over all, God bleffed for ever.

Amen.

e Acts 17. 24, 25. Godthat

made the world, and all things

therein, fecing that he is Lord

of heaven and earth , dwelleth

not in temples made with

hands ; neither is worshipped

with men's hands as thoughhe

needed any thing, feeing he

giveth to all life, and breath,

and all things.

fJob 22. 2, 3. Cana man be

profitable unto God as he that

is wife may be profitable unto

himself? Is it any pleaſure to

the Almighty that thou art

righteous ? or is it gain to him

that thou makeſt thy ways per-

fect ?

g Rom. 11. 36. For of him,

and through him, and to him,

are all things: to whombeglory

for ever. Amen.

h Rev. 4. 11. Thou art wor-

thy, O Lord, to receive glory,

and honor, and power; for

thou haft created all things,

and for thy pleaſure they are,

and were created. Dan. 4. 25,

35.-The Moft High ruleth in

the kingdom of men, and gi-

veth it to whomfoever he will.

-And all the inhabitants of

theearth are reputed as nothing:

and he doeth according to his

will in the army of heaven, and

among the inhabitants of the

earth ; and none can ſtay bis
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open and manifeft ' ; his knowledge is infinite,

infallible, and independent upon the creature" ;

fo as nothing is to him contingent or uncer-

tain'. He is moft holy in all his counfels , in his

works, and in all his commands . To him is due

from angels and men, and every other creature ,

whatfoever worſhip, ſervice or obedience, he is

pleaſed to require of them”.

III. In unity of the Godhead there be three

perfons of one fubftance, power, and eternity ;

God the Father, God the Son , and God the

hand, or fay unto him, What

doeft thou ? See 1 Tim. 6. 15.

on the letter d

i Heb. 4. 13. Neither is there

any creature that is not mani-

feft in his fight : but all things

are naked, and opened untothe

eyes of him with whom we

have to do.

kRom. 11. 33, 34. O the

depth ofthe riches both ofthe

wifdom and knowledge of

God! how unfearchable are his

judgments and his ways paft

finding out !-For who hath

known the mind ofthe Lord ?

or who hath been his counfel-

lor ? Pfal. 147. 5. Great is our

Lord, and ofgreat power : his

underftanding is infinite.

1 Acts 15, 18. Known unto

God are all his works from the

beginning ofthe world. Ezek.

11. 5. And the Spirit of the

Lord fell upon me, and faid un-

to me, Speak, Thus faith the

Lord; Thus have ye faid, O

Houfe of Ifrael ; for I know

the things that come into your

mind, every one ofthem.

m Pfal. 145. 17. The Lord

is righteous in all his ways, and

holy in all his works. Rom 7.

12. Wherefore the law is ho-

ly, and the commandment ho-

ly, and juft, and good.

n Rev. 5. 12, 13 , 14. Saying

with a loud voice, Worthy is the

Lamb that was flain to receive,

power, and riches, and wiſdom ,

and ftrength, and honor, and

glory, and bleffing. And every

creature which is in heaven , and

on the earth, and under the

earth, and fuch as are in

the fea, and all that are in

them, heard I, faying, Bleffing,

and honor, and glory, and pow-

er be unto him that fitteth upon

the throne, and unto the Lamb

for ever and ever-And the

four beaſts faid, Amen, And

the four and twenty elders fell

down and worſhipped him that

liveth for everand ever.

C 2



16 THE CONFESSION OF FAITH.

Holy Ghoft". The Father is of none, neither

begotten nor proceeding; the Son iş eternally be-

gotten of the Father"; the Holy Ghoſt eternally

proceeding from the Father and the Son.

CHA P. III.

Of God's Eternal Decree.

G

OD from all eternity did by the moſt wiſe

and holy counfel of his own will, freely

and unchangeably ordain whatſoever comes to

III. o 1 John 5. 7. For there

are three that bear record in

heaven, the Father, the Word,

and the Holy Ghoft ; and thefe

three are one. Mat. 3. 16, 17.

And Jefus, when he was bap

tized, went up ftraightway out

of the water; and lo, the hea-

vens were opened unto him, and

he faw the Spirit of God, de-

fcending like a dove, and light-

ing upon him. And lo, a voice

from heaven, faying, This is

mybeloved Son. in whom I am

well pleafed. Mat . 28. 19. Go

ye therefore and teach all nati-

ons, baptizing them in the

name ofthe Father, and ofthe

Son, and of the Holy Ghoft.

2 Cor. 13. 14. The grace of

our Lord Jefus Chrift, and

the love of Ğod, and the com-

munion ofthe Holy Ghoſt, be

with you all. Amen.

P John I. 14, 18. And the

Word was made fleſh, and

dwelt among us (and we

beheld his glory, the glory as

of the only begotten of the Fa-

ther) full of grace and truth,

No man hath feen God at any

time, the only begotten Son,

which is in the bofom of the

Father, he hath declaredhim.

q John 15. 26. But when

the Comforter is come, whom

I will fend unto you from the

Father, even the Spirit oftruth,

which proceedeth from the

Father, he shall teftify ofme.

Gal. 4. 6. And becauſe ye are

fons, God hath fent forth the

Spirit of his Son into your

hearts, crying , Abba, Father,



THE CONFESSION OF FAITH. 17

paſs"; yet ſo as thereby neither is God the au-

thor of fin , nor is violence offered to the will

of the creatures, nor is the liberty or contingency

of ſecond cauſes taken away, but rather efla-

blifhedc.

II. Although God knows whatſoever may or

can come to pafs, upon all fuppofed conditi-

1. a Eph. 1 : 11. In whom al-

fo we have obtained an inheri-

tance, being predeftinated ac-

cording to the purpoſe of him

who worketh all things after

the counfel of his own will :

Rom. 11. 33. O the depth ofthe

riches both of the wifdom and

knowledge of God ! how un-

fearchable are his judgments,

and his ways paſt finding out !

Heb. 6. 17. Wherein God, wil-

ling more abundantly to fhew

unto the heirs of promife the

immutability of his counfel,

confirmed it by an oath. Rom.

9. 15, 18. For he faith to Mo-

fes, I will have mercy on whom

Iwill have mercy; and I will

have compaffion on whom I

will have compaflion .-There-

fore hath he mercy on whom

he will have mercy, and whom

he will he hardeneth.

b Jam. 1. 13, 17. Let no

man fay when he is tempted,

I am tempted of God ; for God

cannot be tempted with evil,

neithertempteth he anyman.—

Every good gift, and every per-

fect gift is from above, and

cometh down from the Father

of lights, with whom is no va-

riablenefs, neither fhadow of

turning. 1 John 1. 5. This

then is the meffage which we

have heard ofhim , and declare

unto you, that God is light,

and in him is no darkneſs at all.

Eccl. 7.29.

But

c Acts 2. 23. Him being

delivered by the determinate

counſel and foreknowledge of

God ye have taken, and by

wicked hands have crucified

and flain. Mat. 17. 12.

I fay unto you, that Elias is

come already, and they knew

him not, but have done unto

him whatfoever they lifted ;

likewife fhall alſo the Son of

man fuffer of them. A&ts 4. 27,

28. For of a truth againſt th

holy child Jefus , whom thouhaft

anointed, both Herod and Pon-

tius Pilate, with the Gentiles,

and the people of Ifrael, were

gathered together, for to do

whatfoever thy hand and thy
counfel determined before to

be done. John 19. 11. Jefus

anfwered, Thou couldst have

no power at all again !t me, cx-

cept it were given thee from ,

above therefore he that deli-

vered me unto thee hath the,

greater fin. Prov. 16. 33.

The lot is caft into the lap;

but the whole difpofing there-

of is of the Lord, Acts 27.

23, 24. compared with v. 34--

C 3
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ons' ; yet hath he not decreed any thing be

caufe he forefaw it as future, or as that which

would come to pafs, upon fuch conditions .

III. By the decree of God, for the manifefta-

tion of his glory, fome men and angels are

predeftinated unto everlaſting life, and others

fore-ordained to everlafting death .

II. d Acts 15. 18. Known

untoGod are all his works from

the beginning of the world.

I Sam. 23. JI, 12. Will the

men of Keilah deliver meup in-

to his hand? Will Saul come

down, as thy fervant hath

heard? O Lord God of Ifrael,

I befeech thee, tell thy fervant.

And the Lord faid, He will
come down.-Then faid Da-

vid, Will the men of Keilah

deliver me and my men into

the hand of Saul ? And the

Lord faid, They will deliver

thee up. Mat. 11 , 21 , 23. Wo

unto thee Chorazin, wo unto

thee Bethfaida ; for if the

mighty works which were

done in you had been done in

Tyre and Sidon, they would

have repented long ago in

fackcloth and afhes. Andthou,

Capernaum , which art cxalted

unto heaven, fhalt be brought

down to hell ; for if the migh-

ty works which have been

done in thee, had been done in

Sodom , it would have remain.

ed until this day.

e Rom. 9. 11 , 13 , 16, 18.

For the children being not yet

Forn, neither having done any

good or evil, that the purpofe

of God according to election

might ftand, not of works,

but of him that calleth ;-

As it is written, Jacob have I

loved, but Efau have I hated.

-So then, it is not ofhimthat

willeth, nor of him that run-

neth, but of God that fheweth

mercy.-Therefore hath he

mercy on whom he will bave

mercy, and whom he will he
hardeneth.

III. f 1Tim. 5. 21. I charge

thee before God and the Lord

Jefus Chrift, and the elect an-

gels. Mat. 25. 41. Then fhall

he fay alfo unto them on the

left hand, Depart from me, ye

curfed, into everlaſting fire,

prepared for the devil and his

angels.

g Rom. 9. 22, 23. What if

God, willing to ſhew bis wrath,

and to make his power known,

endured, with much long-fuf-

fering, the veffels of wrath fit-

ted to deftruction :-And that

he might make known the

riches of his glory on the vef-

fels of mercy, which he had

afore prepared unto glory?

Eph. 1. 5, 6, Having pre-

deftinated us unto the adop-

tion of children by Jefus

Chriſt to himſelf, according to

the good pleafure of his will,
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IV. Theſe angels and men, thus predeftinated

and fore-ordained, are particularly and unchange-

ably defigned; and their number is fo certain and

definite that it cannot be either increaſed or di-

minifhed".

V. Thofe of mankind that are predeftinated

unto life, God, before the foundation of the

world was laid, according to his eternal and im

mutable purpoſe, and the ſecret counſel and good

pleafure of his will, hath chofen in Chrift, unto

everlasting glory , out of his mere free grace

and love, without any forefight of faith or good

works, or perfeverance in either of them, or

any other thing in the creature, as conditions,.

to the praiſe of the glory of

his grace, wherein he hath

made us accepted in the be-

loved. Prov. 16. 4. The Lord

hath made all things for him-

felf; yea, even the wicked for

the day of evil.

IV. h 2 Tim. 2. 19. Never

theless, the foundation of God

ftandeth fure, having this feal,

The Lord knoweth them that

are his. John 13. 18. I fpeak

not of you all, I knowwhom I

have chofen.

V. i Eph. 1. 4, 9, 11. Ac-

cording ashe hath chofen usin

him before the foundation of

the world, that we fhould be

holy and without blame before

him in love;-Having made

known unto us the mystery of

his will, according to his good

pleaſure, which he hath pur-

pofed in himſelf.-In whom al .

fo we have obtained an inherit

ance , being predeftinated ac-

cording to the purpoſe of him

who worketh all things after

the counfel of his own will.

Rom. 8. 30. Moreover, whom

he did predeftinate, them

he alfo called ; and whom

he called, them healfojuftified;

and whom he justified, them

he alfo glorified. 2 Tim. 1. 9.

Who hath faved us, and called

us with an holy calling, not

according to our works, but

according to his own purpoſe

and grace, which was given

us in Chrift Jefus before the

world began. 1 Theff. 5. 9.

For God hath not appointed

us to wrath, but to obtain fal-

vation by our Lord Jefus

Chrift.
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or caufes moving him thereunto ; and all to

the praiſe of his glorious grace' .

VI. As God hath appointed the elect unto

glory, fo hath he, by the eternal and moſt free

purpoſe of his will, fore-ordained all the means

thereunto™. Wherefore they who are elected

being fallen in Adam, are redeemed by Chriſt",

are effectually called unto faith in Chriſt by his

Spirit working in due feaſon ; are juſtified, a-

dopted, fanctified", and kept by his power

through faith unto falvation".

other redeemed by Chrift,

kRom. 9. 11, 13, 16. See

letter e immediately foregoing.

Eph. 1. 4, 9. fce letter i , &c.

1 Eph. 1. 6, 12. To the

praiſe of the glory of his

grace, wherein he hath made

us accepted in the beloved :

That we should be to the

praiſe of his glory, who firft

trufted in Chrift .

VI. m Eph. 1. 4, 5. Ac-

cording as he hath chofen us

in him before the foundation

of the world, that we should

be holy and without blame be-

fore him in love. Eph . 2. 10.

For we are his workmanship,

created in Chrift Jefus unto

good works, which God hath

before ordained that we fhould

walk in them. 2 Theff. 2. 13.

But we are bound to give

thanks alway to Godfor you,

brethren, beloved of the Lord,

Neither are any

effectually called ,

becaufe God hath from the be-

ginning chofen you to falva-

tion, through fanctification of

the Spirit, and belief of the

truth.

n 1 Theff. 5. 9, 10. For God

hath not appointed us to wrath,

but to obtain falvation by our

Lord Jefus Chrift, who died

for us, that whether we wake

or fleep, we fhould live to-

gether with him. Tit. 2. 14.

o Rom. 8. 30.-Them he

alfo called . Eph. 1. 5.- Ac-

cording to the good pleaſure

of his will. 2 'Theff. 2, 13. —

Through fanctification of the

Spirit and belief of the truth.

Rom. 8. 30.

p 1 Peter 1. 5. Who are

kept by the power of God

through faith unto ſalvasion.
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juftified, adopted, fanctified , and faved, but

the elect only⁹.

VII. The rest of mankind, God was pleaſed,

according to the unfearchable counfel of his

own will, whereby he extendeth or with-hold-

eth mercy as he pleaſeth, for the glory of his

fovereign power over his creatures, to pass by,

and to ordain them to dithonor and wrath for

their fin, to the praiſe of his glorious juſtice ".

q John 17. 9. I pray for

them: I pray not for the

world, but for them which

thou haft given me ; for they

are thine. Rom. 8. 28. And

we know that all things work

together for good to them that

love God, to them who are

the called according to his

purpofe, &c. [to the end of

the chapter]. John 6. 64, 65 .

But there are fome of you that

believe not. For Jefus knew

from the beginning who they

were that believed not, and

who ſhould betray him.And

he faid, Therefore ſaid I un-

to you, that no man

come unto me, except it were

given unto him of my Father,

So John 8. 47. and 1o. 26.

1 John 2. 19. They went out

from us, but they were not of

us; for if they had been ofus,

they would no doubt have

continued with us; but they

went out, that they might be

made manifeft, that they were

not all of us.

can

Lord of heaven and earth, be

cause thou haft hid thefe

things from the wife and pru-

dent, and haft revealed them

unto babes ; v. 26. Even fo,

Father, for fo it feemed good

in thy fight. Rom. 9. 17, 18,

21, 22. For the fcripture faith

unto Pharaoh, Even for this

fame purpofe have I raiſed thee

up that I might fhew my power

in thee, and that my name

might be declared throughout

all the earth.-Therefore hath

he mercy, &c. Hath not the

potter power over the clay, of

the fame lump to make one

veffel unto honor, and ano-

ther unto difhonor ? What if

God willing to fhew bis wrath,

and to make his power known,

endured with much long-fuf-

fering the veffels of wrath fit-

ted to deftruction ; 2 Tim. 2.

20.-But in a great houfe there

are not only veffels of gold and

filver, but alſo of wood, and

of earth ; and fome to honor,

and fome to difhonor. Jude 4.

VII. r Mat. II. 25. At For there are certain men

that time Jefus anfwered and crept in unawares, who were

faid, I thank thee, O Father, before of old ordained to this
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VIII. The doctrine of this high myſtery of

predeftination is to be handled with ſpecial pru-

dence and care', that men attending the will of

God revealed in his word, and yielding obedi-

ence thereunto, may, from the certainty of their

effectual vocation, be affured of their eternal e-

lection'. So fhall this doctrine afford matter of

praiſe, reverence and admiration of God' ; and

of humility, diligence and abundant confolation,

to all that fincerely obey the gofpel".

condemnation ; ungodly men,

turning the grace of our God

into lafcivioufnefs, and deny

ing the only Lord God, and

our Lord Jefus Chrift. 1 Pet .

8.being diſobedient;

whereunto alfo they were ap-

pointed.

2.

VIII. fRom. 9. 20. and II,

33. Nay but, O man, who

art thou, that replieft againſt

God? fhall the thing formed

fay unto him that formed it,

Why haft thou made methus ?

Othe depth of the riches both

of the wildom and knowledge

of God! how unfearchable are

his judgments, and his ways

paft finding out ! Deut. 29.

29. The fecret things belong un-

to the Lord our God; but

thoſe things which are revealed

belong unto us and to our chil-

dren for ever, that we may do

all the words of this law.

t 2 Pet. I. 10- Give dili-

gence to make your calling

and election fure ; for if ye do

theſe things, ye shall never

fall.

v Eph. 1. 6. To the praiſe

of the glory ofhis grace, where

in he hath made us accepted in

the beloved. See Rom. 11.

33. letter f.

wRom. II. 5, 6, 20. and

8. 33. Even fo then at this

prefent time alfo there is a

remnant according to the elec-

tion of grace. And if by

grace, then is it no more of

works ; otherwife grace is no

more grace. But if it be of

works, then it is no more

grace ; otherwiſe work is no

more work.- Well ; becauſe

of unbelief they were broken

off, and thou ftandeft by faith.

Be not high-minded, but fear.

-Who fhall lay any thing to

the charge of God's elect ? It is

God that juftifieth. Luke 10.

20. Notwithſtanding, in this

rejoice not that the fpirits are

fubject unto you ; but rather

rejoice becauſe your names are

written in heaven.

>
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IT

CHA P. IV.

Of Creation.

pleafed God the Father, Son, and Holy

Ghoft , for the manifeſtation of the glory

of his eternal power, wifdom, and goodness", in

the beginning, to create , or make of nothing, the

world, and all things therein, whether viſible

or inviſible, in the ſpace of fix days , and all very

good .

I. a Heb. 1. 2. Hath in

theſe laſt days ſpoken unto us

by his Son, whom he hath ap-

pointed heir of all things, by

whom alfo he made the

worlds. John I. 2, 3. The

fame was in the beginning

with God.-All things were

made by him; and without

him was not any thing made,

that was made. Job 26. 13 .

and 33. 4. By his Spirit he

hath garnished the heavens ;
his hand hath formed the

crooked ferpent.-The Spirit

of God hath made me, and

the breath of the Almighty

hath given me life.

b Rom. 1 , 20. For the in-

vifible things of him from the

creation of theworld are clear-

ly feen, being understood by

the things that are made, even

his eternal power and God-

head ; fo that they are with-

out excufe. Pfal. 104. 24. O

Lord, how manifold are thy

works! in wifdom haft thou

made them all , the earth is

full of thy riches.

c Gen. Ift. chap. through-

out. Col. 1. 16. For by him

were all things created that

are in heaven, and that are in

earth, vifible and invifible ,

whether they be thrones, or

dominions, or principalities,

or powers : all things were

created by him and for him.

II. d Gen. 1. 27. So God

created man in his own image,

in the image of God created

he him, male and female

created he them.

e Gen. 2. 7. And the Lord

God formed man of the duft of

the ground, and breathed in-

to his noftrils the breath of

life ; and man became a living

foul. Luke 23. 43. See alfo

Eccl. 12. 7. Then fall the

duft return to the earth as it
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II. After God had made all other creatures, he

created man, male and female", with reaſonable

and immortal fouls , endued with knowledge,

righteoufnefs, and true holiness, after his own

image , having the law of God written in their

hearts , and power to fulfil it"; and yet under a

poffibility of transgreffing, being left to the

liberty of their own will which was fub-

ject unto change' . Befides this law writ-

ten in their hearts, they received a command

not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good

and evil ; which while they kept they were hap-

py in their communion with God , and had do-

minion over the creatures'.

was; and the fpirit fhall re-

turn unto God who gave it.

And, Mat. 10. 28. And fear

not them which kill the body,

but are not able to kill the

foul ; but rather fear him

which is able to deftroy both

foul and body in hell .

f Gen. 1. 26. And God faid,

Let us make man in our image ,

after our likeneſs.

g Rom. 2. 14, 15.
For

when the Gentiles, which have

not the law, do by nature the

things contained in the law,

thefe having not the law,

are a law unto themfelves.

Which fhew the work of the

law written in their hearts,

their confcience alfo bearing

witnefs, and their thoughts the

meanwhile accufing, or elfe ex-

cufing one another.

h Eccl. 7. 29. Lo, this only

have I found, that God hath

made man upright; but they

havefought outmany inventions

i Gen. 3. 6. And when the

woman faw that the tree was

good for food , and that it was

pleaſant to the eyes, and a

tree to be defired to make

one wife, fhe took of the fruit

thereof, and did eat , and gave

alfo unto her huſband with

her; and he did cat. See

Eccl. 7. 29.

k Gen. 2. 17. But of the

tree of knowledge of goodand

evil , thou shalt not eat of it ;

for inthe day thou eateft there.

of, thou shalt furely die. See

Gen. 3. 8. 11. 23.

1 Gen. 1. 28-And have

dominion over the fith of the

fea, and over the fowl of the

air, and over every living

thing that moveth upon the

earth. See Pfal. 8. 6, 7, 8.

verſes.
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G

CHA P. V.

OfProvidence.

OD, the great Creator of all things, doth

uphold , direct, difpofe, and govern all

creatures, actions and things", from the great-

eft even to the leaft , by his moft wife and ho-

ly providence , according to his infallible fore-

knowledge , and the free and immutable coun-

1. a Heb. 1, 3. Who being

the brightness of his glory,

and the exprefs image of his

perfon, and upholding all

things by the word of his

power,

bDan. 4. 34, 35.-I blef

fed the Moft High, end I praif-

ed and honoured him that

liveth for ever, whofe domi-

nion is an everlaſtingdominion,

and his kingdom is from ge-

neration to generation.- And

all the inhabitants ofthe earth

are reputed as nothing and

he doeth according to his

will in the army of heaven,

and among the inhabitants of

the earth and none can ſtay

his hand, or fay unto him,

What doeſt thou ? Pfal . 135. 6.

Whatfoever the Lord pleafed,

that did he in heaven and in

earth, in the feas, and all deep

places. See alfo, Acts 17. 25,

26 , 28, and Job 38, 39, 40,

41 chapters.

c Mat. 10. 29, 30, 31. Are

not two fparrows fold for a

farthing? And one of them

fhall not fall on the ground

without your Father. But the

very hairs of your head are all

numbered.- Fear ye not there-

fore, ye are of more value

than many fparrows. See alſo

Mat. 6, 26, 30.

d Prov. 15. 3. The eyes of

the Lord are in every place,

beholding the evil and the

good. 2 Chron. 16. 9. For the

eyes of the Lord run to and

fro throughout the whole earth,

to fhew himſelf ſtrong in the

behalf of them whole heart is

perfect towards him. See alſo

Pfal . 145. 17. and 104. 24.

e Acts 15. 18. Known unto

God are all his works from the

beginning ofthe world.

D
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fel of his own will , to the praiſe of the glory

of his wisdom, power, juſtice , goodneſs and

mercy .

II. Although in relation to the foreknowledge,

and decree of God, the firft caufe, all things

come to paſs immutably and infallibly " , yet, by

the fame providence, he ordereth them to fall

out according to the nature of ſecond cauſes, ei-

ther neceffarily, freely or contingently'.

f Eph. I. 11. Who

worketh all things after the

counfelofhisownwill. Pfal. 33 .

11.The counfel of the Lord

ftandeth for ever, the thoughts

of his heart to all generations.

g Eph. 3. 10. To the in-

tent that now unto the prin-

cipalities and powers in hea-

venly places, might be known

by the church the manifold

wiſdom of God. Rom. 9. 17 .

For the fcripture faith unto

Pharoah, Even for this fame

purpoſe have I raiſed thee up,

that I might fhew my power

in thee, and that my name

might be declared throughout

all the earth . Pfal, 145. 7.

They fhall abundantly utter the

memory of thy great good-

nefs, and fhall fing of thy

righteouſneſs.

II. h Acts 2. 23. Him being

delivered by the determinate

counſel and foreknowledge of

God ye have taken, and by

wicked hands have crucified

and flain.

i Gen. 8. 82. While the

earthremaineth, ſeed-time and

harveft, and cold and heat,

and fummer and winter, and

day and night fhall not ceaſe.

Jer. 31. 55. Thus faith the

Lord which giveth the fun for

a light by day; and the ordin-

ances of the moon and ofthe

ftars for a light by night,

which divideth the fea when

the waves thereof roar ; the

Lord of hoſts is his name.

Exod. 21. 13. If a man lie

not in wait, but God deliver

him into his hand, then I will

appoint thee a place whither

he fhall fice, 1 Kings 22. 34.

And a certain nian drew a bow

at a venture, and fmote the

king of Ifrael between the

joints of the harnefs : where-

fore he faid unto the driver of

his chariot, Turn thine hand,

and carry me out of the hoft ;

for I am wounded. Ifai.

6, 7.

10.

I will fend him againſt

an hypocritical nation ; and a-

gainſt the people of my wrath

will I give him a charge, to

take the ſpoil, and to take the

prey, and to tread them down.

-Howbeit, he meaneth
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III. God, in his ordinary providence, maketh

ufe of means , yet is free to work without',

above and against them, at his pleaſure".

IV. The almighty power, unfearchable wif

dom, and infinite goodneſs of God, fo far ma-

nifeft themſelves in his providence, that it extend-

eth itſelf even to the first fall, and all other fins

of angels and men", and that not by a bare per-

not fo, neither doth his heart

think fo, but it is in his heart

to destroy, and cut off nations

not a few.

III. k Acts 27. 24, 31. Say-

ing, Fear not, Paul ; thou

must bebrought before Cæfar :

and lo, God hath given thee

all them that fail with thee.

Paul faid to the centurion,

and to the foldiers, Except

thefe abide in the fhip, ye can-

not be faved. Ifai . 55. 10, 11 .

For as the rain cometh down,

and the fnow, from heaven,

and returneth not thither, but

watereth the earth, and maketh

it bring forth and bud, that it

may give feed to the fower,

and bread to the eater.- So

fhall my word be that goeth

forth out of my mouth ; it ſhall

not return unto me void, but

it fhall accomplish that which

I pleaſe, and it fhall profper

in the thing whereto I fent it.

1 Hof. 1. 7. But I will have

mercyupon the houſe of Judah ,

and I will fave them by the

Lord their God, and will not

fave them by bow, nor by

fword, nor by battle, by

horfes, norby horfenien.

m Rom. 4. 19, 20 , 21. And

being not weak in faith, he

confidered not his own body

now dead ; when he was a-

bout an hundred years old,

neither yet the deadnefs of Sa-

rah's womb.-He ftaggered

not at the promife of God

through unbelief ; but was

ftrong in faith, giving glory

to God. And being fully per-

fuaded that what he had pro-

mifed, he was able alfo to

perform.

n 2 Kings 6. 6. And the

man of God faid, Where fell

it ? And he fhewed him the

place. And he cut down a

tick, and caft it in thither,

and the iron did fwim , Dan.

3. 27. And the princes, go-

vernors and captains, and the

king's counfellors being ga-

thered together, faw theſe men,

upon whofe bodies the fire

had no power, nor was an

hair of their head finged , nei-

ther were their coats changed,

nor the ſmell of fire had paf-

fed on them.

IV. o Rom. II. 32, 33.

For God hath concluded them

all in unbelief, that he might

D 2
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miffion, but fuch as hath joined with it a moſt

wife and powerful bounding", and otherwiſe

ordering and governing of them, in a manifold

have mercy upon all . O the

depth of the riches both of the

wifdom and knowledge of

God! how unfearchable are

his judgments, and his ways

paft finding out ! 2 Sam. 24.

I. with 1 Chron . 21. 1. And

again the anger of the Lord

was kindled againſt Ifrael, and

he moved David againft them,

to fay, Go number Ifrael and

Judah, I Chron . 10. 4. 13 , 14.

Then faid Saul to his armour-

bearer, Draw thy fword, and

thrust me through therewith ;

left thefe uncircumcifed come,
and abuſe me. But his ar-

mour-bearer would not, for he

was fore afraid . So Saul took

a fword, and fell upon it.-

So Saul died, for his tranf

greffion which he committed

against the Lord, even against

the word of the Lord which he

kept not, and alfo for afking

counfel of one that had a familiar

fpirit to enquire of it ; and en-

quired not of the Lord; there

fore he flew him, and turned

the kingdom unto David the

fon of Jeffe. 2 Sam. 16. 10 .

And the king faid, What

have I to do with you, ye

fons of Zeruiah ? So let him

curfe, becauſe the Lord hath

faid unto him, Curfe David.

Who fhall then fay, Where-

fore haft thou done fo ? See

alfo Acts 4. 27, 28. For of a

truth against thy holy child

Jefus whom thou haft anointed,

both Herod and Pontius Pilate,

with the Gentiles and the peo-

ple of Ifrael, were gathered

together.-For to do whatſo-

ever thy hand and thy counfel

determined before to be done.

p Pfal . 76. 10. Surely the

wrath of man fhall praiſe thee ;

the remainder of wrath fhalt

thou reftrain . 2. Kings 19. 28.

Becauſe thy rage againſt me

and thy tumult is come up in-

to mine ears, therefore I will

put myhook in thy nofe, and

my bridle in thy lips, and I

will turn thee back by the way

which thou camek.

q Gen. 50. 20. But as for

you, ye thought evil againſt

me; but God meant it unto

good, to bring to pass, as it is

this day, to fave much people

alive. Ifai. 10. 6, 7 , 12. I

willfend him against an hypo-

critical nation, and against the

people of my wrath will I give

him a charge, to take the

fpoil, and to take the prey,

and to tread them down like

the mire of the ftreets.- How-

beit, he meaneth not fo, nei-

ther doth his heart think fo ;

but it is in his heart to destroy

and cut off nations not a few.

-Wherefore it fhall come to

pafs, that when the Lord hath

performed his whole work up-

on mount Zion , and on Jeru

falem, I will punish the fruit
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difpenfation, to his own holy ends" ; yet fo, as

the finfulness thereof proceedeth only from the

creature, and not from God ; who being moſt

holy and righteous, neither is nor can be the au-

thor or approver of fin".

V. The moſt wife, righteous and gracious

God doth oftentimes leave for a feafon his own

children to manifold temptations, and the cor-

ruption of their own hearts, to chaftife them for

their former fins, or to difcover unto them the

hidden ſtrength of corruption, and deceitfulneſs

of their hearts, that they may be humbled ';

of the ftout heart ofthe king of

Affyria, and the glory of his

high looks.

r1 John 2. 16. For all that

is in the world, the luft of the

flesh, and the luft of the eyes

and the pride of life, is not of

the Father, but is of the world.

Pfal. 50. 21. Thefe things haft

thou done, and I kept filence :

Thou thoughteft that I was al-

togetherfuch a one as thyfelf :

but I will reprove thee, and fet

them in order before thine eyes .

-See alfo, James 1. 13 , 14,

17. Let no man fay when he is

tempted, I amtempted of God:

for God cannot be tempted

with evil, neither tempteth he

any man -But every man is

tempted, when he is drawn as

way of his own luf , and en-

ticed.-Every good gift, and

every red gift is from a-

bove, and cometh down from

the Father of lights, with

whom is no variableneſs, nei

ther fhadow of turning.

V. f 2 Chron. 32. 25, 26, 31.

But Hezekiah rendered not a-

gain according to the benefit

done unto him ; for his heart

was lifted up therefore there

was wrath upon him , and upon

Judah and Jerufalem . Not-

withſtanding Hezekiah hum-

bled himself for the pride of

his heart, both he and the in

bitants of Jerufalem , fo, that

the wrath of the Lety came

not upon them in e days of

Hezekiah ,-Howeit, in the

business of the ambaffadors of

the crinces of Babylon, who

fet unto him to enquire of the

wonder that was done in the

land, God left him to try him ,

that he might know all that

Tuas in his heart.

2 Cor. 12. 7, 8, 9. And

left I fhould be exalted above

meaſure through the abundance

D 3
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and to raiſe them to a more clofe and conftant

dependance for their fupport upon himſelf, and

to make them more watchful againſt all future

occafions of fin, and for fundry other juſt and

holy ends '.

VI. As for thofe wicked and ungodly men

whom God as a righteous judge, for former fins,

doth blind and harden', from them he not only

with-holdeth his grace, whereby they might have

been enlightened in their underſtandings, and

wrought upon in their hearts"; but fometimes alfo

of the revelations, there was

given to me a thorn in the

fleſh , the meffenger of Satan

to buffet me, left I fhould be

exalted above meafure.- For

this thing I befought the Lord

thrice, that it might depart

from me.-And he faid unto

me, My grace is fufficient for

thee : for my ftrength is made

perfect in weakneſs. Moft

gladly therefore will I rather

glory in my infirmities, that

the power of Chrift may reft

upon me. Pfal. 73. throughout.

Pfal. 77. 1 , 2, 3, 4, 5, 6,

7, 8, 9 , 10, 12. Mark 14.

66th. v. to the end, John 21 .

15. 16. 17.

VI. vRom. 1. 24, 26, 28.

& 11. 7, 8. Wherefore God

alfo gave them up to unclean.

nefs through the lufts of their

own hearts, to difhonour their

own bodies between them.

felves ;-For this caufe God

gave them up unto vile af-
2x

fections ; for eventheir women

did change the natural uſe in-

to that which is againft na-

ture :-And even as they did

not like to retain God in their

knowledge, God gave them

over to a reprobate mind, to

do thofe things which are not

convenient -What then ? If-

rael hath not obtained that

which he feeketh for, but the

election hath obtained it , and

the reft were blinded--Ac-

cording as it is written, God

hath given them the ſpirit of

flumber, eyes that they ſhould

not fee, and ears that they

fhould not hear unto this day.

w Deut. 29. 4. Yet the Lord

hath not given you an heart to

perceive, and eyes to fee, and

ears to hear, unto this day.

x Mat. 13 12. But who-

foever hath not, from him fhall

be taken away even that he

hath. See Mat 25, 29.
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withdraweth the gifts which they had ; and

expofeth them to fuch objects as their corruption

makes occafion of fin' ; and withal, gives them

over to their own lufts , the temptations of the

world, and the power of Satan' ; whereby it comes

to paſs that they harden themſelves, even under

thofe means which God ufeth for the ſoftening

of othersa.

y 2 Kings 8. 12, 13. And

Hazael faid, Why weepeth my

lord ? and he anſwered, Be-

cauſe I know the evil that

thou wilt do unto the children

of Ifrael : Their ftrong holds

wilt thou fet on fire, and their

youngmen wilt thou flay with

the fword, and wilt dafh their

children, and rip up their wo-

men with child, And Ha-

zael faid, But what, is thy fer-

vant a dog, that he fhould do

this great thing ? And Elifha

anfwered, The Lord hathfhew.

ed me that thoushalt be king

over Syria.

z Pfal. 81. 11, 12. But my

people would not hearken to

my voice ; and Ifrael would

none of me,-So I gave them

up unto their own hearts' luft ;

and they walked in their own

counfels. 2 Theff. 2. 10, 11,

12. And with all deceivable-

nefs ofunrighteoufnefs in them

that perish ; becauſe they re-

ceived not the love of the

truth ; that they might be

faved. And for this caufe God

fhall fend them ftrong de-

lufion , that they fhould be-

lieve a lie ; that they all might

be damned, who believed not

the truth, but had pleaſure in

unrighteoufnefs.

a Exod. 8. 15, 12. But

when Pharoah faw that there

was refpite, he hardened his

heart, and hearkened not un-

to them ; as the Lord had faid :

And Pharoah hardened his

heart at this time alfo, neither

would he let the people go.

2 Cor. 2. 15, 16. For we are

unto God, a fweet favour of

Chrift in them that are faved,

and in them that perifh :-To

the one we are the favour of

death unto death ; and to the

other, the favour of life unto

life. Ifai . 8. 14. And he ſhall

be for a fanctuary ; but for a

ftone of ftumbling, and for a

rock of offence to both the

houſes of Ifrael, for a gin , and

for a fnare to the inhabitants

of Jerufalem. See alfo Exod .

7. 3. I Pet. 2. 7, 8. Ifai. 6.

9, 10. with Acts 28. 26, 27.
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VII. As the providence of God doth, in ge-

neral, reach to all creatures ; fo, after a moſt

ſpecial manner, it taketh care of his church,

and dispofeth all things to the good thereof .

CHA P. VI.

Ofthe Fall ofMan, ofSin, and

of the Punishment thereof.

UR first parents, being feduced bythe fub-

Oytilty and temptation of Satan, finned in

eating the forbidden fruit . This their fin God

was pleaſed, according to his wife and holy coun-

fel, to permit, having purpoſed to order it to

his own glory".

VII. b Amos 9. 8, 9. Be-

hold, the eyes of the Lord

God are upon the finful king-

dom, and I will deftroy it

from off the face of the earth ;

faving that I will not utterly

deftroy the houſe of Jacob,

faith the Lord- For to, I will

command, and I will fift the

houfe of Ifrael among all na

tions, like as corn is fifted in a

fieve, yet fhall not the leaft

grain fall upon the earth. Rom.

8. 28 And we know that all

things work together for good

to them that love God, to

them who are the called ac-

cording to his purpoſe.

I, a Gen. 3. 13.-And the

woman faid, The ferpent be-

guiled me, and I did eat . 2 Cor.

II. 3. But I fear left by any

means, as the ferpent beguil-

ed Eve through his fubtilty,

fo your minds fhould be cor-

rupted from the fimplicity that
is in Chrift.

b Rom. II. 32. For God

hath concluded them all in un-

belief, that he might have

mercy upon all .
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II. By this fin they fell from their original

righteouſneſs, and communion with God , and

fo became dead in find, and wholly defiled in all

the faculties and parts of foul and body .

III. They being the root of all mankind, the

guilt ofthis fin was imputed , and the fame death

in fin and corrupted nature conveyed to all their

poſterity, deſcending from them by ordinary gene-

rations.

II. c Gen. 3. 7, 8. And the

eyes of them both were open-

ed, and they knew that they

were naked and they fewed

fig-leaves together, and made

themſelves aprons :-And they

heard the voice of the Lord

God walking in the garden in

the cool ofthe day ; And Adam

and his wife hid themſelves

from the preſence of the Lord

God amongst the trees of the

garden. Eccl. 7. 29. Lo, this

only have I found, that God

hath made man upright ; but

they have fought out many in-

ventions. Rom. 3. 23. For all

have finned and come fhort of

the glory of God.

d Eph . 2. 1. And you bath

he quickened, who were dead in

trefpaffes and fins . Rom . 5 .

12. Wherefore, as by one

man fin entered into the world,

and death by fin ; and fo death

paffed upon allmen, forthat all
have finned .

e Gen. 6. 5. And God faw

that the wickednefs of man was

great inthe earth, andthat every

imagination of the thoughts

of his heart, was only evil con

tinually. Jer. 17. 9. The heart

is deceitful above all things, and

deſperately wicked ; who can

know it ? See alfo Rom . 3. 10.

to the 19th ver.

III. f Acts. 17. 26. And

hath made of one blood, all na-

tions of men, for to dwell on

all the face of the earth , and

hath determined the times be

fore appointed, and the bounds

of their habitation ; and Gen.

2. 16, 17. with Rom. 5. 12 ,

15,16, 17, 18 , 19, and 1. Cor.

15.21, 22, 45, 49. For fince

by man came death, by man

came alfothe refurrection of the

dead : For as in Adam all

die, even fo in Chriſt ſhall all

be made alive and fo it is

written, The firſt man Adamı

was made a living foul ; the

laft Adam was made a quicken-

ing Spirit.And as we have

borne the image of the earthy,

we fhall alfo bear the image of

the heavenly.

g Pfal. 51. 5. Behold , I

was fhapen in iniquity ; and in

fin did my mother conceive
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IV. From this original corruption, whereby .

we are utterly indifpofed, diſabled and made op-

pofite to all good", and wholly inclined to all evil'

do proceed all actual tranfgreffions .

V. This corruption of nature, during this

life, doth remain in thofe that are regenerated ' ;

and although it be through Chrift pardoned and

me. Gen. 5. 3. And Adam

lived an hundred and thirty

years, and begat a fon in his

own likeness, after his image ;

and called his name Seth. Job

14. 4. Who can bring a

clean thing out of an unclean ?

not one. Job 15. 14. What is

man that he fhould be clean ?

and be which is born of a wo-

man, thathe fhould be righte-

ous.

IV. h Rom. 5. 6. For when

we were yet without ftrength,

in due tine Chrift died for

the ungodly . Rom . 8. 7. Be-

caufe the carnal mind is en-

mity against God ; for it is

not fubject to the law of God

neitherindeed can be. John 3.

6. That which is born of the

flesh is fiefh ; and that which

is born of the Spirit is fpirit.

Rom. 7. 18. For I know that

in me, that is in my flesh,

dwelleth no good thing ; for

to willis prefent with me, but

bow to perform that which is

good, I find not.

i Gen. 8. 21. And the Lord

faid, The imagination ofman's

heart is evil from his youth,

Rom. 3. 10, 11 , 12. As it is

written, There is none righte-

ous, no not one :-There is

none that underſtandeth , there

is none that feeketh after God.

They are all gone out of the

way, they are together become

unprofitable, there is none that

doth good, no not one.

k Jam, 1. 14, 15. But e

very man is tempted when he

is drawnaway of his own luft,

and enticed, hen, when luft

hath conceived, it bringeth

forth fin ; and fin, when it is

finished, bringeth forth death.

Mat. 15. 19. For out of the

heart proceed evil thoughts,

murders, adulteries, fornica-

tions, thefts, falfe witnefs, blaf-

phemies

V. 1 Rom, 7. 14, 17, 18, 23.

For we know that the law is

ſpiritual ; but I am carnal, fold

under fin . Now then, it is

no more I that do it, but fin

that dwelleth in me. For I

know that in me, that is, in

my fleth, dwelleth no good

thing: for to will is prefent

with me, but bow to perform

that which is good, I find not.

But I fee another law in my

members, warring against the

law of my mind, and bringing

me into captivity to the law of
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mortified, yet both itſelf, and all the motions

hereof, are truly and properly fin™.

VI. Every fin, both original and actual, being

a tranfgreffion of the righteous law of God , and

contrary thereunto", doth in its own nature,

bring guilt upon the finner , whereby he is bound

over to the wrath of God", and curſe of the law ,

fin which is in my members.

Jam. 3. 2. For in many things

we offend all . Prov. 20. 9 .

Who can fay, I have made

my heart clean , I am pure

from my fin ? Eccl. 7. 20. For

there is not a juft man upon

earth that doeth good and fin-

neth not.

m Rom. 7. 5 , 7 , 8 , 25 .

For when we were in the flesh,

the motions of fin which were

by the law did work in our

members to bring forth fruit

unto death . What fhall we

fay then? Is the law fin ? God

forbid. Nay, I had not known

fin, but by the law: For I

had not known luft , except the

law had faid, Thou shalt not

covet. But fin taking occa-

fion by the commandment

wrought in me all manner of

concupifence. For without the

law fin was dead. So then with

the mind I myſelf ſerve the law

of God ; but with the fleſh , the

law of fin.

VI. n 1 John 3. 4. Whofo-

ever committeth fin tranfgref-

feth alfo the law, for fin is the

tranfgreffion of the law.

o Rom. 3. 19. Now we

know, that what things foever

the law faith, it faith to them

who are under the law ; that

every mouth may be ſtopped,

and all the world may be-

come guilty before God.

-p Eph. 2. 3.. -and were

by nature the children ofwrath,

even as others.

q Gal. 3. 10 For as many as

are of the works of the law,

are under the curfe : for it is

written, Curfed is every one

that continueth not in all things

which are written in the book

ofthe law to do them.
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and fo made fubject to death' , with all miferies

fpiritual , temporal' and eternal".

CHA P. VII .

Of God's Covenant with Man.

HE diftance between God and the creature

THEis fo great, that although reaſonable crea-

tures do owe obedience unto him as their Crea-

tor, yet they could never have any fruition of

him, as their bleffedneſs and reward , but by

fome voluntary condefcenfion on God's part,

which he hath been pleaſed to exprefs by way of

covenanta.

II. The first covenant made with man was a

r Rom. 6. 23. For the wages

offin is death.

f Eph. 4. 18. Having the

understanding darkened, being

alienated from the life of God

throughthe ignorance that is in

them, becaufe of the blindneſs

of their heart.

t Lam . 3. 39. Wherefore

doth a living man complain, a

man for the punishment of his

fins ?

v Mat. 25. 41. Then fhall

he fay alfo unto them on the

left hand, Depart from me, ye

curfed into everlaſting fire, pre-

pared for the devil and his an-

gels ; 2 Theff. 1. 9. Who ſhall

be puniſhed with everlaſting de-

ftruction from the prefence of

the Lord, and from the glory

ofhis power.

1. a Job 9. 32, 33 For be is

not a man, as I am, that I

fhould anſwer him, and we

fhould come together in judg-

ment. Neither is there any

days-man betwixt us, that

might lay his hand upon us

both. Pfal . 113. 5, 6. Who is
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covenant of Works', wherein life was promiſed

to Adam, and in him to his pofterity , upon

condition of perfect and perſonal obedience .

III. Man by his fall having made himſelf in-

capable of life by that covenant, the Lord was

pleaſed to make a fecond , commonly called

the covenant of Grace : wherein he freely of-

fereth unto finners life and falvation by Jefus

Chrift, requiring of them faith in him,,that

they may be faved, and promifing to give unto

like unto the Lord our God,

who dwelleth on high ? Who

humbleth himself to behold the

things that are in heaven, and

in the earth. Acts 17. 24, 25

God that made the world and

all things therein, feeing that

he is Lord ofheaven and earth,

dwelleth not in temples made

with hands:-Neither is wor-

fhipped with, men's, hands as

though he needed any thing,

feeing he giveth to all life and

breath, and all things. See

alfo Job 35. 7, 8. and Luke

17. IO.

II. b Gal. 3. 12. Andthe

law is not faith: but, The man

that doeth them fhall live in

them. Hofea 6. 7. Gen. 2.

16, 17.

c Rom. 10. 5. For Mofes

defcribeth the righteoufnefs

which is of the law, that the

man which doeth thoſe things

fhall live by them.

d Gen. 2. 17. But of the

tree of the knowledge of good

and evil, thou shalt not eat of

it ; for in the day that thou

eateft thereof, thou fhalt fure-

ly die . Gal . 3. 10.
For as

many as are of the works of

the law, are under the curfe ;

For it is written, Curfed is

every one that continueth not

in all things which are written

in the book of the law to do

them.

Ill. é Gal . 3. 21.-For if

there had been a law given,

which could have given life,

verilyrighteoufnefs fhould have

been bythe law. Rom . 8. 3.

For what the law could not do ,

in that it was weak through

the flesh , God fending his

own Son in the likenefs of fin-

ful flesh, and for fin , condemn-

ed fin in the flesh . Ifai . 42. 6.

I the Lord have called thee in

righteoufnefs, and will hold

thine hand, and will keep thee,

and give thee for a covenant

of the people, for alight of the

Gentiles. Gen. 3. 15.

f Mark 16.15 , 16. Andhe

faid unto them , Go ye into all

the world , and preach the gof-

pel to every creature. He

E
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all thofe that are ordained unto life his Holy

Spirit, to make them willing and able to be-

lieves .

IV. This covenant of grace is frequently fet

forth in fcripture by the name of a teſtament, in

reference to the death of Jefus Chrift, the tef-

tator, and to the everlafting inheritance, with

all things belonging to it therein bequeathed".

V. This covenant was differently adminiſter-

ed in the time of the law, and in the time of the

gofpel : under the law it was adminiſtered by

that believeth and is baptized

fhallbe faved ; but he that be-

lieveth not fhall be damned .

John 3. 16. For God fo loved

the world, that he gave his

only begotten Son, that who-

foever believeth in him, fhould

not perish , but have everlaſting

life .

g Ezek. 36. 26 , 27. A new

heart alfo will I give you, and

a new fpirit will I put within

you, and I will take away the

ftony heart out of your fleſh ,

and I will give you an heart of

flesh. And I will put my Spi-

rit within you, and cauſe you

to walk in my ftatutes, and ye

fhall keep my judgments, and

do them. John 6. 37, 44. All

that the Father giveth me

fhall come to me; and him

that cometh to me , I will in

no wife caft out.-No man

can come to me, except the

Father which hath fent me

draw him ; and I will raife

him up at the laſt day.

IV h Heb. 9. 15, 16, 17 .

And for this cauſe he is the

mediator of the new teſta-

ment, that by means of death

for the redemption ofthe tranf-

greffions that were under the

firft teftament, they which are

called might receive the pro-

mife of eternal inheritance . For

where a teftament is , there must

alfo ofneceflity be the death of

the teftator. For a teſtament is

of force after men are dead ; o-

therwife it is of no ftrength at

all whilethe teftator liveth . Heb.

7. 22. By fo much was Jefus

made a furety of a better tefta-

ment. Luke 22. 20. Likewife

alfothe cup after fupper faying,

This cup is the new teftament

in my blood, which is fhed for

you. See alfo I Cor. 11. 25.

V. i 2 Cor. 3. 6, 7, 8, 9.

Who alfo hath made us able

minifters of the new tefta-

ment ; not ofthe letter, but of

the fpirit ; for the letter kill-

eth, but the fpirit giveth life.

But if the miniltration of

death written and engraven in
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promiſes, prophecies, facrifices, circumcifion,

the pafchal lamb, and other types and ordinan-

ces delivered to the people of the Jews, all

fore-fignifying Chrift to come , which were for

that time fufficient and efficacious, through the

operation of the Spirit, to inftruct and build up

the elect in faith in the promiſed, Mefliah' , by

ftones, was glorious, fo that

the children of Ifrael could not

ftedfaftly behold the face of

Mofes, for the glory of his

countenance, which glory was

to be done away;-How fhall

not the miniftration of the Spi-

rit be rather glorious ?-For

if the miniftration of condem-

nationbe glory, muchmore doth

the nitration of righteouf-

nefs exceed in glory.

k Heb. 8. 9, 10. chapters.

Rom. 4. II. And he received

the fign of circumcifion, a

feal of the righteouſneſs of the

faith, which be badyet, being

uncircumcifed ; that he might

be the father of all them that

believe, though they be not

circumcifed; that righteouf-

nefs might be imputed unto

them alfo. Col. 2. 11. In

whom alfo ye are circumcifed

with the circumcifion made

without hands, in putting off

the body of the fins of the

flesh by the circumcifion of

Christ . ver. 12. Buried with

him in baptifm , wherein alfo

ye are rifen with him, through

the faith of the operation of

God, who hath raiſed him

from the dead. 1 Cor. 5. 7.

Purge out therefore the old

leaven, that ye may be a new

lamp, as ye are unleavened.

For even Chrift our paſſover is

facrificed for us . Col. 2. 17.

Which are a fhadow of things

to come ; but the body is of

Chrift .

11 Cor. 10. I, 2 , 3 , 4.

Moreover, brethren , I would

not that ye fhould be ignorant,

how that all our fathers were

under the cloud, and all paf-

fed through the fea ; and were

all baptized unto Mofes in the

cloud and in the fea. And did

all eat the fame fpiritual meat ;

and did all drink the fame fpi-

ritual drink . For they drank

of that fpiritual rock that

followed them ; and that

rock was Chrift. Heb. 11. 13.

Thefe all died in faith , not

having received the promiſes ;

but having feen them afar

off, and were perfuaded of

them, and embraced them, and

confeffed that they were

ftrangers and pilgrims on the

earth . John 8.56. Your fa-

ther Abraham rejoiced to fee

my day ; and he ſaw it, and

was glad.

E 2
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whom they had full remiffion of fins, and eter-

nal falvation ; and is called the Old teftament".

VI. Under the gofpel, when Chriſt the ſub-

ftance", was exhibited, the ordinances in which

this covenant is difpenfed are the preaching of

the word, and the adminiftration of the facra-

ments of baptifm and the Lord's fupper"; which

though fewer in number, and adminiſtered with

more fimplicity and lefs outward glory, yet in

them it is held forth in more fulneſs, evidence,

m Gal. 3. 7, 8, 9, 14. Know

ye therefore, that they which

are of faith, the fame are the

children of Abraham. And

the fcripture forefeeing that

God would juftify the heathen

through faith, preached be.

fore the gofpel unto Abraham,

faying, Inthee fhall all nations
be bleffed.- So then they

which be of faith are bleffed

with faithful Abraham.-

That the bleffing of Abraham

might come on the Gentiles

through Jefus Chrift , that we

might receive the promiſe of

the Spirit through faith.

VI. n Coloff. 2. 17. Which

are a fhadow of things to come,

but the body is of Chrift.

o Mat. 28. 19. Go ye there

fore and teach all nations, bap

tizing them in the name of the

Father, and of the Son, and of

the Holy Ghoft ;-Teaching

them to obferve all things

whatfoever I have commanded

you and lo, I am with you

alway, even unto the end of

the world. Amen. 1 Cor. D

.

23 , 24, 25. For I have received

of the Lord, that which alſo I

delivered unto you, That the

Lord Jefus, the fame night in

which he was betrayed, took

bread. And when he had giv

en thankshe brake it, and faid,

Take, eat ; this is my body,

which is broken for you ; this

do in remembrance of me.

After the fame manner alfo, be

took the cup, when he had fup.

ped, faying, This cup is the

New Teftament in my blood;

this do ye, as often as ye drink

it in remembrance of me.
Cor. 3. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11. But if

the miniftration of death, writ-

ten and engraver in ftones was

glorious, fo that the children

of Ifrael could not stedfaftly

behold the face of Mofes, for

the glory of his countenance ,

whichglory was to be done a

way;-How fhall not the mi

niftration of the Spirit be ra-

ther glorious ?-For if the mi-

niftration of condemnation be

glory, much more doth the

miniftration of righteouſneſs

2
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and ſpiritual efficacy", to all nations, both Jews

and Gentiles ; and is called the New Teftament" .

There are not, therefore, two covenants of

grace differing in fubftance, but one and the

fame under various difpenfations".

exceed in glory.-For even

that which was made glorious

had no glory in this refpect, by

reafon of the glory that excel .

leth -For if that which was

done away was glorious , much

more that which remaineth is

glorious.

p Heb. 12. 22 , to 28. See

alfo Jer . 31. 33, 34

q See letter o and Matt- 28.

19. Eph. 2. 15 , 16 , 17 , 18 , 19 .

Having abolished in his flesh,

the enmity, even the law of

commandments, contained in

ordinances, for to make in

himfelf, of twain, one new

man, f making peace :-And

that he might reconcile both

unto God in one body by the

crofs, having flain the enmity

thereby: And came and

preached peace to you which

were afar off, and to them that

were nigh. For through him

we both have accefs by one

Spirit unto the Father. Now

therefore ye are no more ſtran-

gers and foreigners , but fellow-

citizens with the faints, and of

the houthold of God.

r Luke 23. 20. Likewife

alfo the cup after fupper fay

ing, This cup is the New Tefta.

ment in my blood, which is

fhed for you . Heb. 8. 7 , 8, 9 ..

fGal. 3. 14, 16. That the

blefling of Abraham might

come upon the Gentiles through

Jefus Chrift; that we might re-

ceive the promife of the Spi-

rit through faith :-Now to

Abraham and his feed were

the promifes made. He faith

not, And to feeds, as of many;

but as of one, and to thy feed,

which is Chrift . Acts 15. 11.

But we believe, that through

the grace of the Lord Jefus

Christ, we fhall be faved

even as they. Rom. 3. 30.---

Seeing it is one God which

fhall justify the circumcifion

by faith, and uncircumcifion

through faith .

E3
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1T

CHAP. VIII.

Of Christ the Mediator.

T pleafed God, in his eternal purpofe, to

choofe and ordain the Lord Jefus, his only

begotten Son, to be the mediator between God

and man , the prophet', prieft , and king"; the

head and faviour of his church , the heir of all

things , and judge of the world"; unto whom

I

I. a Ifa. 42. I. Behold my

fervant whom I uphold; mine

elect ; in whom my foul de-

lighteth ; I have put my Spirit

upon him; he fhall bring forth

judgment to the Gentiles.

Pet. I. 19, 20.- But with the

precious blood of Chrift, as

of a lamb without blemish,

and without fpot .-Who veri-

ly was foreordained before the

foundation of the world, but

was manifeft intheſe laſt times

for you. 1 Tim. 2. 5. For there

is one God, and one mediator

between God and men, the

man Chrift Jefus . See alfo,

John 3.16.

b Acts 3. 22. For Mofes

truly faid unto the fathers, A

prophet fhall the Lord your

God raife up unto you of your

brethren, like unto me ; him

hall ye hear in all things what-

foever he fhall fay unto you.

Deut. 18. 13.

c Heb. 5 5, 6. So alfo

Chrift glorified not himself, to

be made an high priest ; but

he faid unto him, Thou art my

Son, to day have I begotten

thee : As he faith alfo in ano-

ther place, Thou art a priest

for ever, after the order of

Melchifedec .

d Pfal . 2. 6. Yet have I fet

my king upon my holy hill of

Zion . Luke 1. 33. And he

fhall reign over the houfe of

Jacob for ever, and of his king-

dom there fhall be no end.

e Eph. 5. 23. For the huf.

band is the head of the wife,

even as Chrift is the head of

the church ; and he is the fa-

viour of the body.

f Heb. 1. 2. Hath in thefe

last days fpoken unto us by his

Son, whom he hath appointed

heir of all things.

g Acts 17. 31. Becauſe he

hath appointed a day in the

which he will judge the world

in righteoufnefs, by that man
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he did from all eternity give a people to be his

feed", and to be by him in time redeemed, called ,

juſtified , ſanctified , and glorified '.

II. The Son of God , the fecond perſon in the

Trinity, being very and eternal God , of one ſub-

ftance, and equal with the Father, did , when

the fulneſs of time was come, take upon him

man's nature", and all the effential properties

and common infirmities thereof, yet without

whom he hath ordained where

of he hathgiven affurance unto
all men, in that he hath raiſed

him from the dead.

h John 17. 6. I have ma-

nifefted thy name unto the

men which thou gavest me

out of the world ; thine they

were, and thou gavest them

me, and they have kept thy

word. Pfal. 22. 30. A feed

fhallferve him, it fhall be ac-

counted unto the Lord for a

generation. Ifai. 53. 10. Yet

it pleaſed the Lord to bruife

him, he hath put him to grief;

whenthou fhalt make his foul

an offering for fin, he fhall fee

bis feed, he fhall prolong bis

days, and the pleafure of the

Lord fhall profper in his hand.

i 1 Tim. 2. 6. Who gave

himſelf a ransom for all, to be

teſtified in due time. Ifai. 55 .

4, 5. Behold I have given him

for a witness to the people,

a leader and a commander to

the people :-Behold, thou

fhalt call a nation that thou

knoweft not, and nations that

knew not thee fhall run unto

thee, becauſe of the Lord thy

God, and for the holy One of

Ifrael ; for he hath glorified

thee. 1 Cor. I. 30. But of

him are ye in Chrift Jefus , who

of God is made unto us wifdom

and righteoufnefs, and fanctifi-

cation and redemption.

II. k John I. 1, 14. In the

beginning wasthe Word, and

the Word was God.And the

Word was made flesh, and

dwelt among us, (and we be

held his glory, the glory as of

the only begotten of the Fa-

ther, ) full of grace and truth .

1 John 5. 20. And we know

that the Son of God is come,

and hath given us an under.

ftanding that we may know

him that is true : and we are

in him that is true ; even in his

Son Jefus Chrift. This is the

true God and eternal life. Phil .

2. 6. Who being in the

form of God thought it not

robbery to be equal with God.

Gal . 4. 4. But when the fulneſs

of the time was come, God

fent forth his Son made of a

woman, made under the law,
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fin' : being conceived by the power of the Holy

Ghoſt, in the womb of the Virgin Mary, of her

fubftance". So that two whole, perfect , and

diftinct natures, the Godhead and the manhood,

were infeparably joined together in one perſon,

without converfion, compofition, or confufion .

Which perfon is very God and very man, yet

one Chrift, the only mediator between God and

man".

III. The Lord Jefus, in his human nature

I Heb. 2. 17. Wherefore in

all things, it behoved him to

be made like unto his brethren ;

that he might be a merciful
and faithful high priest in

things pertaining to God ; to

make reconciliation for the fins

ofthe people. Heb. 4. 15. For

we have not an high priest
which cannot be touched with

the feeling of our infirmities ;

but was in all points tempted

like as we are, yet without fin.

m Luke 1. 27, 31 , 35. To

a virgin efpouſed to a man

whofe name was Jofeph, of

the houſe of David ; and the

virgin's name was Mary-

And behold thou shalt conceive

in thy womb, and bring forth

a fon, andfhalt call his name

Jefus. And the angel anfwer-

ed, and faid unto her, The

Holy Ghoft fhall come upon

thee, and the power of the

Higheſt fhall overfhadow thee :

therefore alfo that holy thing

which fhallbeborn ofthee , fhall

be called the Son of God. Gal.

4. 4. See letter k immediately

foregoing.

nLuke 1. 35. See letter m

immediately foregoing. Col.

2. 9. For in him dwelleth all

the fulneſs of the Godhead bo-

dily. Rom . 9. 5.
Whoſe are

the fathers, and of whom as

concerning the flesh , Chrift

came, who is over all, God

bleffed for ever. Amen, 1 Tim.

3. 16. And without contro-

verfy, great is the mystery of

godlinefs ; God was manifeſt in

the flesh .

o Rom. 1. 3, 4 Concern-

ing his Son Jefus Chrift our

Lord, which was made of the

feed of David according to the

flesh :-And declared to be the

Son of God with power accord-

ing to the Spirit of holiness, by

the refurrection from the dead.

I Tim 2. 5. For there is one

God , and one mediator between

God and men, the man Christ

Jefus.
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thus united to the divine, was fanctified and a-

nointed with the Holy Spirit above meaſure" ;

having in him all the treaſures of wisdom and'¸

knowledge , in whom it pleaſed the Father that

all fulneſs ſhould dwell' to the end that being

holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and full of grace and

truth , he might be thoroughly furniſhed to exe-

cute the office of a mediator and furety' . Which

office he took not unto himſelf, but was thereunto

called by his Father' ; who put all power and

judgment into his hand, and gave him command-

ment to execute the fame".

III. p Pfal. 44. 7.God

thy God hath anointed thee

with the oil of gladneſs, above

thy fellows. John 3.34. For

he whom Godhath fent, fpeak

eth the words ofGod : for God

giveth not the Spirit by meaſure

unto bim.

q Col. 2. 3. In hom are hid

all the treafures of wiſdom and

knowledge.

r Col. I. 10. For it pleafed

theFather, that in him ſhould all

fulneſs dwell.

f Heb. 7, 26. For fuch an

high priest became us, who is

holy, harmleſs, undefiled, fe-

parate from finners, and made

higher than the heavens

John 1. 14. And the Word

was made fleſh , and dwelt a-

mong us (and we beheld his

glory, the glory as of the only

begotten of the Father ) full of

grace and truth.

t Ads 10. 38. How God

anointed Jefus of Nazareth

with the Holy Ghoſt and with

power ; who went about do-

ing good, and healing all that

were oppreffed of the devil:

For God was with him . Heb.

12. 24 -And to Jefus the me-
diator of the new covenant,

and to the blood fprinkling,

that fpeaketh better things than

that of Abel. Heb. 7. 22. By

fo much was Jefus made afurety

of a better teftament.

v Heb. 5. 5. Su alfo Chrift

glorified not himſelf, to be

made an high priest : but he

that faid unto him, Thou art

my Son, to day have I begotten

thee.

wJohn 5. 22, 27. For the

Father judgeth no man : but

hath committed all judgment

to the Son And hath given

him authority to execute judg-

ment alfo, becaufe he is the

Son ofman. Mat. 28. 18 , And
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IV. This office the Lord Jefus ' did moft wil-

lingly undertake , which, that he might difcharge,

he was made under the law , and did perfectly

fulfil it" , endured moft grievous torments imme-

diately in his foul , and moſt painful ſufferings

in his body ; was crucified and died ; was buried,

and remained under the power of death, yet faw

no corruption . On the third day he aroſe from

the dead , with the fame body in which he ſuf-

Jefus came, and spake unto

them, faying, All power is

given unto me, in heaven and

in earth .

IV. x Pfal. 40. 7, 8. Then

faid 1 , Lo, I come ; in the vo-

lume of the book it is written

of me. I delight to do thy

will, O my God, yea, thy law

within my heart. Phil. 2. 8.

And became obedient unto

death, even the death of the

crofs .

y Gal. 4. 4. But when the

fulness of the time was come,

God fent forth his Son, made

of a woman, made under the

law,

z Mat. 3. 15. Thus it be-

cometh us to fulfil all righte .

oufnefs. Mat. 5. 17.- 1 am

not come to deftroy, but to

fulfil.

a Mat. 26. 37, 38. And

he took with him Peter, and

the two fons of Zebedee, and

began to be forrowful and very

heavy.Then faith he unto

them , My foul is exceeding

forrowful, even unto death.

Luke 22. 44. And being in

an agony, he prayed more

earneйlly and his Iweat was

as it were great drops of blood

falling down to the ground.

Mat . 27. 46. And about the

ninth hour, Jefus cried with a

loud voice, faying Eli , Eli,

Lama Sabachthani ; that is to

fay, My God, my God, why

haft thou forfaken me ?

b Mat, 26 and 27 chapters.

c Phil. 2. 8.---He humbled

himfelf, and became obedient

unto death, even the death of

the crofs .

d Acts 2. 24, 27. Whom

God hath raiſed up, having

loofed the pains of death : be-

caufe it was not poffible that

he fhould be holden of it .----

Becauſe thou wilt not leave my

foul in hell, neither wilt thou

fufferthine holy One to fee cor-

ruption. Acts 13. 37. But he

whom God raiſed again, faw no

corruption .

e 1 Cor. 15. 4. He was bu-

ried, and that he rofe again the

third day, according to the

fcriptures..
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fered'; with which alfo he afcended into heaven,

and there ſitteth at the right hand of his Father",

maketh interceffion" ; and fhall return to judge

men and angels, at the end of the world'.

V. The Lord Jefus, by his perfect obedience

and facrifice of himſelf, which he through the

eternal Spirit once offered up unto God, hath

fully ſatisfied the juſtice of his Father* ; and pur-

f John 20. 25, 27. -But he

faid unto them, Except I fhall

fee in his hands the prints of

the nails, and put my fingers

intothe prints of the nails , and

thruft my hand into his fide,

I will not believe. Then faith

he to Thomas, Reach hither

thy finger, and behold my

hands ; and reach hither thy

hand and thruft it into my

fide and be not faithlefs but

believing.

g Mark 16. 19.-He was

received up into heaven, and

fat on the right hand of God.

h Rom. 8. 34 -- Who is e-

ven at the right hand of God,

and alfo maketh interceffion

Where-for us. Heb. 7. 25.

fore he is able alfo to fave them

to the uttermoft, that come un-

to God by him, feeing he e-

ver liveth to make interceffion

for them.

i Rom. 14. 9, to. For to

this end Chrift both died, and

rofe and revived, that he

might be Lord both of the

dead and living. For we fhall

all ftand before the judgment
feat of Chrift . Acts 1. 11. and

10. 42. Mat. 13. 40, 41, 44.

As therefore the tares are ga

thered and burned in the fire ;

fo fhall it be in the end of this

world. The Son of man fhall

fend forth his angels, and they

fhall gather out of his kingdom

all things that offend, andthem

which do iniquity.--And fhall

caft them into a furnace of fire;

there fhall be wailing and

gnafhing of teeth. Jude 6.

And the angels which kept not

their firſt eſtate, but left their

own habitation, he hath re-

ferved in everlafting chains un-

der darknefs, unto the judg-

ment of the great day. See al-

fo 2 Pet. 2. 4.

V. k Rom. 5. 19. For asby

one man's difobedience many

were made finners, fo by the
obedience of one, fhall manybe

made righteous. Heb. 9 14,

16. How much more ſhall the

blood of Chrift, who through

the eternal Spirit, offered him-

felf without fpot to God, purge

your confcience from dead

works to ferve the living God?

Rom. 3. 25 , 26. Whom God

hath fet forth to be a propitiati

on through faith in his blood,

to declare his righteouſneſs for
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chafed not only reconciliation, but an everlaſt-

ing inheritance in the kingdom of heaven, for

all thoſe whom the Father hath given unto him'.

VI. Although the work of redemption was

not actually wrought by Chrift till after his in-

carnation, yet the virtue, efficacy, and bene-

fits thereof, were communicated unto the elect,

in all ages fucceffively from the beginning of the

world, in and by thofe promiſes, types and fa-

crifices, wherein he was revealed and fignified

to be the feed of the woman, which should

bruiſe the ſerpent's head, and the lamb flain

from the beginning of the world, being yefter-

day and to-day the fame and for ever".

the remiffion of fins that are

paft , through the forbearance

of God;--To declare, Ifay at

this time his righteoufnefs :

that he might be juft, and the

juftifier of him that believeth

in Jefus. Heb. 10. 14. For by

one offering he hath perfected

for ever, them that are fancti-

fied. See alfo Eph. 5. 2.

1Eph. I. II, 14. In whom

alfo we have obtained an inhe-

ritance, being predeftinated

according to the purpofe of

him who worketh all things

after the counfel of his own

will. Which is the earnest of

our inheritance, until the re-

demption ofthe purchafed pof-

feffion, unto the praife of his

glory. John 17. 2. Asthou

haft given him power over all

flesh ; that he fhould give e-

ternal life to as many as thou

haft given him. See alfo Heb.

9. 12 , 15 .

VI. m Gal. 4. 4, 5. But

when the fulness of the time

was come, God fent forth his

Son made of a woman , made

under the law, to redeem

them that were under the law,

that we might receive the a-

doption of fons. Gen. 3. 15.

And I will put enmity between

thee and the woman, and be-

tween thy feed and her feed :

it fhail bruife thy head, and

thou fhalt bruife his heel.

Rev. 13. 8. And all that

dwell upon the earth fhall wor-

fhip him, whofe names are not

written in the book of life of

the lamb flain from the foun-

dation of the world. Heb . 13 .

8. Jefus Chrift the fame yef-

terday, and to-day, and for

ever .
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VII. Chrift, in the work of mediation, acteth

according to both natures ; by each nature do-

ing that which is proper to itſelf": yet by rea-

fon of the unity of the perfon, that which is

proper to one nature, is fometimes in fcripture,

attributed to the perfon denominated by the

other nature°.

VIII. To all thofe for whom Chrift hath pur-

chafed redemption, he doth certainly and effec-

tually apply and communicate the fame"; mak-

ing interceffion for them ; and revealing unto

them, in and by the word, the mysteries of fal-

vation'; effectually perfuading them by his Spi-

VII. n 1 Pet . 3. 18. For

Chrift alfo hath once fuffered

for fins, the juft for the un-

juft , that he might bring usto

God, being put to death in the

flesh, but quickened by the

Spirit. See alfo Heb. 9. 14.

o Acts 20. 28.---Feed the

church of God, which he hath

purchafed with his own blood .

John 3. 13. And no man hath

afcended up to heaven, but he

that came down from heaven,

even the Son of man, which is

in heaven. 1 John 3. 16. Here-

by perceive we the love of

God, becauſe he laid down

his life for us.

VIII. p John 6. 37, 39. All

that the Father giveth me,

fhall come to me; and him

that cometh to me, I will

in no wife caft out.---And this

is the Father's will which hath

fent me, that of all which he

hath given me, I fhould lofe

nothing, but fhould raiſe it up

again at the laft day. John 10.

16. And other fheep I have,

which are not of this fold :

them alfo I muft bring, and

they fhall hear my voice.

q1 John 2. 1. Ifany man fin,

wehave an advocate with the

Father, Jefus Chriſt the righte-

ous. Rom, 8. 34.--- It is Chrift

that died, yea, rather, that is

rifen again, who is even at the

right hand of God, who alſo
maketh interceflion for us.

r John 15. 15.---For all

things that I have heard ofmy

Father, I have made known un-

to you . Eph. 1. 9. Accord-

ing to his good pleaſure , which

he hath purpofed in himſelf.

John 17. 6. I have manifeft-

ed thy name unto the men

which thou gavest me out of

the world : Thine they were,

F
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rit to believe and obey; and governing their

hearts by his word and Spirit'; overcoming all

their enemies by his almighty power and wif-

dom, in ſuch manner and ways as are moſt con-

fonant to his wonderful and unfearchable dif-

penfation'.

and thou gavest them me ; and

they have kept thy word.

f2 Cor. 4. 13. We having

the fame ſpirit of faith accord-

ing as it is written, I believed,

and therefore have 1 fpoken :

we alfo believe, and therefore

fpeak. Rom. 8. 9, 14. But ye

are not inthe flesh, but in the

fpirit, if fo be, that the Spirit

of God dwell in you . Now if

any man have not the Spirit

of Chrift, he is none of his . -

For as many as are led by the

Spirit of God, they are the

fons of God. See alfo Rom.

15, 18, 19. and John 17. 17.

t Pfal. 110. 1. The Lord

faid unto my Lord, Sit thou

on my right hand, until I

make thine enemies thy foot-

ftool . 1 Cor. 15. 25, 26. For

he muft reign, till he hath

put all enemies under his feet.

The last enemy that ſhall be

deſtroyed is death . Mal. 4 .

2 , 3. But unto you that fear

my name, fhall the Son of

righteouſneſs ariſe with heal-
ing in his wings ; and ye fhail

go forth, and grow up as

calves of the ftall.---And ye

fhall tread down the wicked ;

for they fhall be afhes under

the foles of your feet, in the

day that I fhall do this, faith

the Lord of Hofts. Col. 2. 15.

Andhavingfpoiled principalities

and powers, he made a fhew

of them openly, triumphing

over them in it.
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Go

CHA P. IX .

Of Free Will.

OD hath endued the will of man with

that natural liberty, that it is neither for-

ced, nor by any abfolute neceflity of nature, de-

termined to good or evil .

II. Man, in his ftate of innocency, had free-

dom and power to will and to do that which is

good and well -pleafing to God"; but yet muta-

bly, fo that he might fall from it .

III. Man, by his fall into a ſtate of fin, hath

wholly loft all ability of will to any ſpiritual

good accompanying falvation" : fo as anatural man

I. a Jam. 1. 14. But every

man is tempted, when he is

drawn away of his own luft ,

and enticed . Deut. 30. 19. I

call heaven and earth to re-

cord this day against you, that

I have fet before you life and

death, bleffing and curfing ;

therefore choofe life, that both

thou and thyfeed may live . See

John 5. 40.

II. b Eccl . 7. 29. Lo, this

only have 1 found, that God

hath made man upright ; but

they have fought out many

inventions. Gen. 1. 26. And

God faid, Let us make man

in our image, after our like-
nefs.

c Gen. 2. 16, 17. And the

Lord God commanded the

man , faying, Of every tree of

the garden thou mayeft freely

eat:---But of the tree of the

knowledge of good and evil,

thou shalt not eat of it ; for

in the day that thou cateft

thereof, thou shalt furely die.

Gen. 3. 6. And when the wo.

man fawthat the tree was good

for food, and that it was plea-

fant to the eyes, and a tree to

be defired to make one wife,

fhe took of the fruit thereof,

and did eat, and gave alfo un-

to her huſband with her, and

he did eat .

III. d Rom. 5. 6. Forwhen

F 2
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being altogether averfe from that which is good",

and dead in finf, is not able, by his own ſtrength,

to convert himſelf, or to prepare himſelf there-

unto".

IV. When God converts a finner, and trans-

lates him into the ftate of grace , he freeth him

from his natural bondage under fin" , and by his

grace alone , enables him freely to will and to do

that which is fpiritually good '; yet ſo as that,

we were yet without ftrength,

in due time Chrift died for the

ungodly. Rom . 8. 7. Becaufe

the carnal mind is enmity a-

gainst God: for it is not fub-

ject to the law of God, neither

indeed can be. John 15. 5.

For without me ye can do no-

thing.

e Rom. 3. 10, 12. As it is

written, There is none righte-

ous, no not one :-They are

all gone out of the way, they

are together become unprofit

able, there is none that doeth

good, no not one.

f Eph. 2. 1 , 5.
And you

bath be quickened, who were

dead in trefpaffes and fins .

Even when we were dead in

fins, hath quickened us toge-

ther with Chrift ; (by grace

ye are faved. ) Col. 2. 13. And

you, being dead in your fins,

and the uncircumcifion of your

flesh, hath he quickened to-

gether with him, having for-

given you all trefpaffes.

g John 6. 44, 65. No man

can come to me, except the

Father which hath fent me

draw him :-And he faid,

Therefore faid I unto you, that

no man can come unto me,

except it were given unto him

of my Father. 1 Cor. 2. 14.

But the natural man receiveth

not the things of the Spirit of

God; for they are foolishness

unto him ; neither can he

know them, becauſe they are

fpiritually difcerned. See alfo

Eph . 2. 2, 3, 4, 5. and Tit.

3. 3, 4, 5.

IV. h Col. 1. 13. Who hath

delivered us from the power of

darknefs, and hath tranflated

us into the kingdom ofhis dear

Son. John 8. 34, 36. Jefus

anſwered them, Verily, verily,

I fay unto you, Whofoever

committeth fin, is the fervant

of fin,-If the Son therefore

fhall make you free, ye fhall

be free indeed .

i Phil. 2. 13. For it is God

which worketh in you both

to will and to do of his good

pleafure . Rom. 6. 18, 22.

Beingthen made free from fin,

ye became the fervants of

righteoufnefs.-But now being
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by reafon of his remaining corruption, he doth

not perfectly, nor only, will that which is good,

but doth alfo will that which is evil .

V. The will of man is made perfectly and

immutably free to good alone, in the ftate of

glory only' .

A

СНАР. Х.

Of Effectual Calling.

LL thoſe whom God hath predeftinated

unto life, and thofe only, he is pleafed,

in his appointed and accepted time, effectually

ye

made free from fin, and be-

come fervants to God,

have your fruit unto holinefs,

and the end everlaſting life.

k Gal. 5. 17. For the flesh

lufteth against the fpirit , and

the fpirit against the fleſh , and

thefe are contrary the one to

the other ; fo that ye cannot do

the things that ye would . Rom.

7.15. For that which I do,

I allow not ; for what I would ,

that do I not ; but what I hate

that do I.

F 3

V. 1 Eph. 4. 13. Till we all

come in the unity of the faith,

and of the knowledge of the

Son of God, unto a perfect

man, unto the meaſure of the

ftature of the fulneſs of Chriſt.

Jude 24. Now unto him that

is able to keep you from fall-

ing, and to prefent you fault-

lefs before the prefence of his

glory, with exceeding joy,



54 THE CONFESSION OF FAITH.

to call" , by his word and Spirit , out of that

ftate of fin and death, in which they are by na-

ture, to grace and falvation by Jefus Chrift'; en-

lightening their minds fpiritually and favingly, to

underſtand the things of God" , taking awaytheir

heart of ſtone, and giving unto them an heart of

1. a Rom. 8. 30. Moreover,

whom he did predeftinate,

them he alfo called, and whom

he called, them he alfo jufti-

fied ; and whom he juftified ,

them he alſo glorified. Rom.

11. 6. What then ? Ifrael hath

not obtained that which he

fceketh for; but the election

hath obtained it, and the reft

were blinded . Eph . 1. 10, 11 .

That in the difpenfation of the

fulness of times, he might ga-

ther together in one all things

in Chrift, both which are in

heaven, and which are on

earth, even in him.

b 2 Thefs. 2. 13, 14.---God

hath from the beginning cho-

fen you to falvation , through

fanctification of the Spirit, and

belief of the truth : -Where-

unto he called you by our gof-

pel, to the obtaining of the

glory of cur Lord Jefus Chrift.

2 Cor. 3. 3, 6. Forafmuch as

ye are manifeftly declared to be

the epiftle of Chrift ministered

by us, written not with ink,

but with the Spirit of the living

God ; not in tables of flone,

but in fleshly tables of the

heart. Who alfo hath made

us able minifters of the New

Teftament, not of the letter,

but of the fpirit ; for the letter

killeth, but the fpirit giveth

life.

c Rom. 8. 2. For the law of.

the Spirit of life in Chrift Jefus,

hath made me free from the

law of fin and death . 2 Tim ,

I. 9, IO. Who hath faved

us, and called us with an holy

calling, not according to our

works, but according to his

own purpoſe and grace, which

was given us in Chrift Jefusbe-

fore the world began ; but is

now made manifeft by the ap-

pearing of our Saviour Jefus

Chrift, who hath abolished

death , and hath brought life

and immortality to light

through the gofpel. See alfo

Eph, 2. 1 , 2, 3 , 4, 5 .

d Acts 26. 18. To open their

eyes, and to turn them from

darkness to light , and fromthe

power of Satan unto God, that

they may receive forgiveneſs,

of fins, andinheritance among

them which are fanctified by

faith that is in me. I Cor. 2.

10 , 12. But God hath reveal-

ed them unto us by his Spirit :

for the Spirit fearcheth all

things, yea, the deep things of

God. Now we have received,

notthe fpirit of the world, but

the Spirit which is of God ;

that we might know the things
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flesh ; renewing their wills, and by his almighty

power determining them to that which is good ;

and effectually drawing them to Jefus Chrift ;

yet fo as they come most freely, being made

willingby his grace".

II. This effectual call is of God's free and

fpecial grace alone, not from any thing at all

foreſeen in man' , who is altogether paffive there-

in, until, being quickened and renewed by the

Holy Spirit , he is thereby enabled to anſwer

that are freely given to us of

God.

e Ezek . 36. 26. A newheart

alfo will I give you, and a new

Ipirit will I put within you ;

and I will take away the ftony

heart out of your fleſh, and I

will give you an heart of fleſh.

f Ezek. 11. 19. And I will

give them one heart, and I will

put a new ſpirit within you.

Deut. 30. 6. And the Lordthy

Godwill circumcife thineheart,

and the heart of thy feed, to

love the Lord thy God with

all thine heart, and with all

thy foul, that thou mayeft live,

See alfo Ezek, 36. 27.

g John 6. 44, 45. No man

can come unto me, except the

Father which hath fent me,

draw him.-Every man there-

fore that hath heard and hath

learned of the Father, cometh

unto me.

h Cant. I. 4. Draw me, we

will run after thee. Pfal. Iro,

3. Thy people ballbe willing

in the day ofthy power, in the

beauties of holiness, from the

womb of the morning: Thou

haft the dew of thy youth.

John 6. 37.

II. i 2 Tim. 1. 9. Whohath

faved us, and called us with an

holy calling, not according to

our works, but according to

his own purpoſe and grace

which was given us in Chrift

Jefus before the world began.

Tit. 3 4, 5. But after that the

kindness and love of God our

Saviour toward man appeared,

not by works of righteouſneſs

which we have done, but ac-

cording to his mercy he faved

us by the washing of regenera-

tion, andrenewing ofthe Holy

Ghoſt. Rom, 9. 11. Forthe

children being not yet born, nei-

ther having done any good or

evil, that the purpoſe of God

according to election might

ftand, not of works, but ofhim

that calleth. See alſo Eph. 2.

4, 5, 8, 9.

k I Cor. 2. 14. But the na-

tural man receiveth not the

things of the Spirit of God;

For they are foolishness unto
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this call, and to embrace the grace offered and

conveyed in it'. .

III . Elect infants, dying in infancy, are re-

generated and faved by Chriſt through the Spirit";

who worketh when, and where, and how he

pleaſeth". So alfo are all other elect perfons,

who are incapable of being outwardly called by

the miniftry of the word".

IV. Others not elected, although they may

him ; neither can he knowthem,

becauſe they are fpiritually

difcerned. Rom. 8. 7. Be-

cauſe the carnal mind is enmi-

ty againſt God ; for it is not

fubject to the law of God, nei-

ther indeed can be. Eph. 2. 5 .

Even when we were dead in

fins, hath quickened us to-

gether with Chrift ; ( by grace

ye are faved.)

1 John 6. 37. All that the

Father giveth me, fhall come

to me; and him that cometh

to me, I will in no wife caft

out. Ezek. 36. 27. And I will

put my Spirit within you, and

caufe you to walk in my fta-

tutes, and ye fhall keep my

judgements, and do them. John

5. 25. Verily, verily, I fay un-

to you,The hour iscoming, and

now is, when the dead fhall

hear the voice of the Son of

God: and they that hear, fhall

live . John 6. 37. Ezek. 36.

27.

III. m Luke 18. 15 , 16.

And they brought unto him

alfo infants, that he would

touch them ; but when his dif

ciples faw it, they rebuked

them:-But Jefus called them

unto him , and faid, Suffer little

children to come unto me, and

forbid them not ; for offuch is

the kingdom of God. Acts 2.

38, 39. Then Peter faid unto

them, Repent, and be baptized

every one of you inthe name

of Jefus Chrift, for the remiffi-

on of fins, and ye fhall receive

the gift ofthe Holy Ghost ; For

the promiſe is unto you, and

to your children , and to all

that are afar off, even as ma-

ny as the Lord our God fhall

call,

n John 3. 8. The wind blow-

eth where it lifteth, and thou

heareft the found thereof, but .

canft not tell whence it com-

eth, and whither it goeth ; fo

is every one that is born of the

Spirit.

o Acts 4. 12. Neither is

there falvation in any other :
for there is none other name

under heaven given among

men, whereby we must be fav-

ed.
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be called by the miniftry of the word", and may

have ſome common operations of the Spirit , yet

they never truly come to Chrift, and therefore

cannot be faved : much leſs can men, not profef-

fing the Chriftian religion, be faved in any other

way whatſoever, be they never fo diligent to

frame their lives according to the light of na-

ture, and the law of that religion they do pro-

fefs ' ; and to affert and maintain that they may is

very pernicious, and to be detefted '.

IV.p Mat. 22. 14. For ma-

ny are called but few are cho

fen.

q Mat. 13. 20, 21. But he

that received the feed into fto-

ny places, the fame is he that

heareth the word, and anon

with joy receiveth it : -Yet

hath he not root in himſelf,

but dureth for a while : For

when tribulation or perfecution

arifeth becauſe of the word, by

and byhe is offended.

r John 6. 64, 65, 66. But

there are fome of you that be-

lieve not. For Jefus knew

from the beginning who they

were that believed not, and

who ſhould betray him..--And

he faid, Therefore faid 1 unto

you, that no man can comeun

to me, except it were given un-

to him ofmy Father . From that

time many of his difciples went

back, and walked no more

with him. John 8. 24. I ſaid

therefore unto you, that ye

fhall die in your fins: For if ye

believe not that I am hc, ye

fhall die in your fins.

fActs 4. 12. Neither isthere

falvation in any other : For

there is none other name under

heaven given among men,

whereby we muſt be faved.

John 14. 6. Jefus faith unto

him, I am the way, and the

truth, and the life ; no man

cometh unto the Father but by

me. John 17. 3. And this is

life eternal, that they might

know thee the only true God,

and Jefus Chriſt whom thou

haft fent.
t 2 John 10. 11. If there

come any unto you, and bring

not this doctrine, receive him

not into your houſe, neither bid

him God fpeed.- For he that

biddeth him God fpeed, is par-

taker of his evil deeds. Gal. 1 .

6,7,8. But though we, or an

angel from heaven, preach any

other gofpel unto you, than

that which we have preached

unto you, let him be accurfed,
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TH

CHAP. XI.

Of Justification.

HOSE whom God effectually calleth, he

alfo freelyjuſtifieth" ; not by infusing righte-

oufnefs into them, but by pardoning their fins,

and by accounting and accepting their perfons as

righteous: not for any thing wrought in them,

or done by them, but for Chrift's fake alone : not

by imputing faith itſelf, the act of believing, or

any other evangelical obedience to them, as their

righteouſneſs; but by imputing the obedience and

fatisfaction of Chrift unto them , they receiving

I. a Rom. 8. 30.---Whom

he called , them he alfo juftifi.

ed. Rom. 3. 24. Being jufti

fied freelyby his grace, through

the redemption that is in Chrift

Jefus.

b Rom. 4. 5, 6, 7, 8. But

to him that worketh not, but

believeth on him that juftifieth

the ungodly, his faith is count-

ed for righteoufnefs.---Even

as David alfo defcribeth the

bleffednefs of the man unto

whom God imputeth righte-

oufneſs without works, Jay

ing, Bleffed are they whofe ini .

quities are forgiven, and whofe

fins are covered.--Bleffed is

the man to whomthe Lord will

not impute fin. 2 Cor. 5. 19,

To wit, that God was in21.

Chrift, reconciling the world

unto himſelf, not imputing

their trefpaffes unto them :

and hath committed unto us

the word of reconciliation.---

For he hath made him to be

fin for us, who knew no fin,

that we might be made the

righteouſneſs of God in him.

Rom. 3. 22, 24, 25, 27 , 28.

Tit . 3. 5 , 7. Notby works of

righteoufnefs which we have

done, but according tohis mer-

cy he faved us by the waſhing

of regeneration, and renewing

of the Holy Ghoft.---That be-

ing juſtified by his grace, we

fhould be madeheirs, according

to the hope of eternal life

Eph. 1. 7. In whom we have

redemption through his blood,
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and refting on him and his righteouſneſs by faith;

which faith they have not of themſelves, it is

the gift of God .

II. Faith, thus receiving and refting on

Chrift and his righteouſneſs, is the alone inftru-

ment of juſtification ; yet is not alone in the

perſon juftified, but is ever accompanied

with all other faving graces, and is no dead faith;

but worketh by love .

III. Chrift, by his obedience and death, did

fully diſcharge the debt of all thoſe that are

thus juftified, and did make a proper, real, and

full fatisfaction to his Father's juftice in their be-

the forgiveness of fins , accord-

ing tothe riches of his grace.

Jer. 23. 6. In his days Judah

fhall be faved, and Ifrael fhall

dwell fafely ; and this is the

name whereby we fhall be cal-

led, THE LORD OUR RIGHTE-

OUSNESS. See alfo 1 Cor. 1. 30,

31 , and Rom. 5. 17 , 18, 19.

c Phil. 3. 9. Andbe found

in him, not having mine own

righteoufnefs, which is of the

law, but that which is through

the faith of Christ, the righte-

oufnefs which is of God by

faith. Acts 13. 38, 39 Eph.

2. 7.and ver. 8. For by grace

are ye faved, through faith ;

and that not of yourſelves ; it

is the gift of God.

II. d John 1. 12. But as

many as receivedhim, to them ,

gave he power to become the

fons of God, even to them that

believe on his name.
Rom. 3.

28. Therefore we conclude

that a man is juftified by faith

without the deeds of the law.

Rom. 5. 1. Therefore being

juftified by faith , we have

peace with God, through our

Lord Jefus Chriſt.

e Jam. 2. 17, 22 , 26. Even

fo faith, if it hath not works

is dead being alone ;--- Seeft

thou how faith wrought with

his works, and by works was

faith made perfect ?--For as

the body without the fpirit is

dead, fo faith without works is

dead alfo . Gal. 5. 6. For in

Jefus Chrift , neither circum-

cifion availeth any thing, nor

uncircumcifion ; but faith

which worketh by love.
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half . Yet, in as much as he was given by the Fa-

ther for them , and his obedience and fatisfaction

accepted intheir ſtead", and both freely, not for any

thing in them, their juftification is only of free

grace ' ; that both the exact juftice, and rich

grace of God, might be glorified in the juftifica

tion of finnersk,

IV. God did, from all eternity, decree to

III. fRom. 5. 8, 9 , 10, 19.

But God commendeth his love

towards us, in that while we

were yet finners, Chrift died

for us. Much more then be-

ing now juftified by his blood,

we fhall be faved from wrath

through him . For if when we

were enemies we were recon-

ciled to God by the death of

his Son ; much more, being re-

conciled, we ſhall be faved by

his life. For as by one man's

difobedience, many were made

finners, fo by the obedience

of one fhall many be made

righteous. Tim. 2. 6. Who

gave himſelf a ranfom for all,

to be teftified in due time.

Heb. 10. 10, 14. By the which

will we are fanctified, through

the offering of the body of Je-

fus Chrift once for all: For by

one offering he hath perfected

for everthen that are fanctifi-

ed. See alfo Dan. 9. 24. 26.

and Ifa . 53. 4, 5 , 6, 10, II,

12.

g Rom. 8. 32. He that fpa-

red not his own Son , but de-

livered him up for us all, how,

fhall he not with him alfo free-

ly give us all things ?

h 2 Cor. 5. 21. Forhe hath

made him to be fin for us, who

knew no fin; that we might

be made the righteouſneſs of

God in him. Mat. 3. 17.

And lo, a voice from heaven ,

faying, This is my beloved

Son, in whom I am well pleaf-

ed. Eph. 5. 2. And walk in

love, as Chrift alſo hath loved

us, and hath given himſelf for

us, an offering and a facrifice to

God, for a ſweet- ſmelling fa-
vour.

i Ron . 3. 24. Being jufti-

fied freely by his grace through

the redemption that is in Jelus

Chrift . Eph. 1. 7. In whom we

have redemption through his

blood, the forgivenefs of fins,

according to the riches of his

grace.

k Rom. 3. 26. To declare,

Ifay, at this time his righte

oufnefs, that he might be juft,

and the juftifier of him which

believeth in Jefus. Eph. 2. 7.

That, in the agesto come, he

might fhew the exceeding
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juſtify all the elect ' ; and Chrift did, in the ful-

nefs of time, die for their fins, and rife again for

their juftification : nevertheless they are not

juſtified, until the Holy Spirit doth, in due time,

actually apply Chriſt unto them"

V. God doth continue to forgive the fins of

thoſe that are juſtified" : and although they can

never fall from the fate of juftification", yet

riches of his grace, in bis kind-

nefs towards us through Chrift

Jefus.

IV.I Gal. 3. 8. And the

fcriptare forefeeing that God

would juftify the heathen

through faith, preached before

the gofpel auto Abrahim , fay

ing, in thee fhall all nations be

bleffed . 1 Pet. I. 2, 19, 20.

Elect according to the fore-

knowledge of God the Father,

through fandlification of the

Spirit, unto obedience, and

fprinkling ofthe blood of Jefus

Chriſt.--- But with the precious

blood of Chrift, as of a lamb

without blemiſh, and without

fpot Who verily was fore-

ordained before the foundation

ofthe world, but was manifeft

in theſe laſt times for you . See

Rom. 8. 30.

:...

m Gal. 4. 4. But when the

fulness of the time was conie,

God fent forth his Son, made of

awoman, made under the law.

1 Tim. 2. 6. Who gave him-

felfa ranfom for all, to be tefti-

fied in due time. Rom. 4. 25.

Who was delivered for our

offences, and was raiſed again

for our juftification .

n Col. I. 21 , 22. And you,

that were fome time alienated

and enemies in your mind by

wicked works, yet now hath he

reconciled , in the body of his

flesh , through death, to prefent

you holy and unblameable, and

unreprovable in his fight . See

alfo Gal . 2. 16. and Tit. 3. 4,

5, 6, 7.

V. o Mat. 6. 12. And for-

give us our debts, as we forgive

our debtors. 1 John 1.9. Ifwe

confefs our fins , he is faithful

and juft to forgive us our fins

and to cleanfe us from ali un-

righteoufnefs. 1 John 2. 1 .---

If any man fin, we have an

advocate with the Father, Jefus

Chrift the righteous .

G

p Luke 22. 32. But I have

prayed for thee , that thy faith
fail not; and when thou

art converted, ftrengthen thy

brethren . John 10. 28. And

I give unto them eternal life,

and they fhall never perish,

neither hall any pluck them

out ofmy hand. Heb . 10. 14.

For by one offering he hath
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they may by their fins fall under God's fatherly

diſpleaſure, and not have the light of his counten-

ance restored unto them, until they humble

themſelves, confefs their fins, beg pardon , and

renew their faith and repentanceª¹ .

VI. The juftification of believers under the Old

Teftament was, in all theſe reſpects , one and the

fame with the juftification of believers under the

New Teftament'.

perfected for ever them that are

fanctified .

VI. r Gal. 3. 9, 13 , 14. So

then they which be of faith are

bleffed with faithful Abraham :q Pfal. 89. 31 , 32. Ifthey

break my flatutes, and keep -Chrift hath redeemed us

not my commandments ;-

then will I vifit their tranf-

greffion withthe rod, and their
iniquity with ftripes :--Ver.

33. Nevertheless, my loving-

kindness will I not utterly take

from him , nor fuffer my faith

fulneſs to fail.

Pfal . 32. 5. I acknowledged

my fin unto thee, and mine

iniquity have I not hid : I faid,

I will confefs my tranfgref

fions unto the Lord ; and thou

forgaveft the iniquity of my

fin. Mat. 26. 75. And Pe-

ter remembered the words of

Jefus, ---and he went out and

wept bitterly. See alfo Pfal . 51 .

7, 8, 9, 10, 11 , 12. and I Cor.

11. 30, 32.

from the curfe of the law, be-

ing made a curfe for us : for

it is written, Curfed is every

one that hangeth on atree :----

That the bleffing of Abraham

might come on the Gentiles

through Jefus Chrift ; that we

might receive the promiſe of

the Spirit through faith.-

Rom. 4. 22, 23, 24. And

therefore it was imputed to

him for righteoufnefs. Now

it was not written for his fake

alone, that it was imputed to

him. But for us alfo, to

whom it fhall be imputed, if

we believe on him that raiſed

up Jefus our Lord from the

dead.
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A'

CHAP. XII.

Of Adoption.

LL thoſe that are juſtified, God vouch-

fafeth, in and for his only Son Jefus

Christ , to make partakers of the grace of adop-

tion by which they are taken into the num-

ber, and enjoy the liberties and privileges of the

children of God"; have his name put upon

them , receive the fpirit of adoption" ; have ac-

cefs to the throne of grace with boldnefs" ; are

I. a Eph. 1. 5. Having

predeftinated us unto the a-

doption of children by Jefus

Chrift , to himfelf, according

to the good pleaſure of his will.

Gal. 4. 4, 5. God fent forth

his Son , made of a woman,

made under the law, to redeem

them that were under the law ;

that we might receive the adop-

tion offons.

b Rom. 8. 17. And if

children, then heirs ; heirs of

God, and joint-heirs with

Chrift.---John I. 12. But as

many as received him, to them

gave he power to become the

fons of God, even to them that

believe on his name.

c Jer. 14. 9. Yet thou, O

Lord, art in the midſt of us,

and we are calledby thy name ;

leave us not. Rev. 3. 12.

Him that overcometh, will I

make a pillar in the temple of

my God, & he fhall gono more

out ; and I will write upon

himthe name of my God, and

the name of the city of my

God, which is new Jerufalem,

which cometh down out of

heaven from my God, and

I will write upon him my new

name.

d Rom. 8. 15. For ye

have not received the fpirit

of bondage again to fear ; but

ye have received the ſpirit of

adoption, whereby we cry Ab-

ba , Father.

e Eph. 3. 13. In whom we

have boldnefs and accefs with

confidence by the faith of him.

Rom. 5. 2.

G 2
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enabled to cry, Abba, Father' ; are pitied , pro-

tected", provided for' , and chaftened by him as

by a father ; yet never caft off ' , but ſealed to

the day of redemption™, and inherit the promiſes”,

as heirs of everlaſting falvation .

CHAP. XIII.

Of Sanctification.

HEY who are effectually called and regene-

rated, having a new heart and a newTHE

fGal. 4. 6. And becauſe ye

are fons, God hath fent forth

the Spirit of his Son into your

hearts, crying, Abba, Father .

g Pial. 103. 13. Like as a

father pitieth bis children : fo

the Lord pitieth them that fear

him .

h Prov. 14. 26. In the fear

ofthe Lord is ftrong confidence,

and his children fhall have a

place of refuge .

i Mat. 6 30. 32. Where

fore if God fo clothe the grafs

of the field , which to-day is,

and to-morrow is caft into the

oven, all be not much more

dlobeyou, O ye of little farth ?

-For your heavenly Father

knoweth that ye have need of

all theſe things. I Pet. 5. 7.

Cafting all your care uponhim;

for he careth for you.

k Heb. 12. 6. For whom

the Lord loveth , he chafteneth,

and fcourgeth every ſon whom

he receiveth .

-

1 Lam. 3. 31. For the Lord

will not call off for ever.

m Eph. 4.30.- Whereby

ye are fealed unto the day of re-

demption.

01 Pet. 1 . 4.

n Heb. 6. 12. That ye be

not flothful, but followers of

them, who through faith and

patience inherit the promifes

To an in-

heritance incorruptible and

undefiled, and that fadeth not

away, referved in heaven for

you Heb 1. 14. Are they not all

miniftering fpirits, fent forth to

minifter for them, who ſhall be

heirs of falvation ?
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ſpirit created in them, are farther fanctified,

really and perfonally, through the virtue of

Chriſt's death and refurrection ' , by his word and

Spirit dwelling in them" : the dominion of the

whole body of fin is deftroyed , and the feveral

lufts thereof are more and more weakened and

mortified , and they more and more quickened

and ftrengthened, in all faving graces , to the

I. a I Cor. 6. 11. And fuch

were fome of you ; but ye are

wafhed, but ye are fanctified,

but ye are juftified in the

name of the Lord Jefus, and

by the Spirit of our God. Acts

20. 32. And now, brethren,

I commend you to God, and
to the word of his grace,

which is able to build you up,

and to give you an inheritance

among all them which are

fanctified. Phil . 3. 10. That

may know him , and the

power of his refurrection , and

the fellowship of his fufferings,

being made conformable unto

his death. See alfo Rom. 6.

5. 6. For if we have been

planted together in the like-

nefs of his death, we fhall be

alfo in the likeneſs of bis refur-

rection: Knowing this, that our

old man is crucified with him,

that the body of fin might be

deftroyed , that henceforth we

fhould not ferve fin.

b Eph. 5. 26. That he might

fanctify and cleanfe it with

the washing of water by the

word. 2 Theff. 2.13. But we

are bound to give thanks al-

way to God for you, bre-

thren, beloved of the Lord, he-

canfe God hath from the be-

ginning chofen you to falva-

tion , through fanctification of

the Spirit and belief of the

truth.

c Rom 6. 6, 14. Know-

ing this, that our old man is

crucified with him, that the

body of fin might be deftroyed,

that henceforth we should not
ferve fin. For fin fhall not

have dominion over you : for

ye are not under the law, but

under grace .

d Gal. 5 24. And they that

are Chrifl's have crucified the

flesh with the affections and

lufts. Rom. 8 13. For ifye

live after the flesh , ye fhall die:

but if ye through the Spirit do

mortify the deeds of the body,

ye fhali live.

e Col. 1. II. Strengthened

with might according to his

glorious power, unto all pati

ence and long- fuffering with

joyfulneſs. Eph . 3. 16. That

he would grant you according

to the riches of his glory, to be

ftrengthened with might by

his Spirit inthe inner man.

G 3
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practice of true holiness, without which no

man fhall fee the Lord".

II. This fanctification is throughout in the

whole man , yet imperfect in this life : there

abideth ftill fome remnants of corruption in e-

very part", whence arifeth a continual and ir-

reconcileable war, the fleſh lufting againſt the

fpirit, and the fpirit againſt the flesh'.

III. In which war, although the remaining

corruption for a time may much prevailk, yet,

through the continual fupply of ſtrength from

the fanctifying Spirit of Chrift, the regenerate

f2 Cor. 7. I. Having there-

fore thefe promifes, dearly be-

loved, let us cleanfe ourselves

from all filthinefs of the flesh

and fpirit, perfecting holiness

in the fear of God. Heb. 12 .

14. Follow with all men,
peace

and holiness, without which

no man fhall fee the Lord.

II. g 1 Theff. 5. 23. And
the very

God of peace fanctify

you wholly and I pray God

your whole fpirit and foul and

body be preferved blameless

unto the coming of our Lord

Jefus Chrift.

h 1 John 1. 10. If we fay,

that we have not finned , we

make him aliar, and his word

is not in us. Phil. 3. 12. Not

as though I had already attain-

ed, either were already per-

fect ; but I follow after, if that

I may apprehend that for which

alfo I ami apprehended ofChrift

Jefus. See alfo Rom. 7. 18, 23.
i Gal. 5. 17. For the flesh

lufteth against the fpirit, and

the fpitit againſt the fleſh : and

thefe are contrary the one to

the other ; fo that ye cannot do

the things that ye would.

III. k Rom. 7. 23. But I

fee another law in my mem-

bers warring against the law of

my mind, and bringing me in-

to captivity to the law of fin

whichis in my members.
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part doth overcome' : and fo the faints grow in

grace™, perfecting holineſs in the fear of God".

THE

CHA P. XIV.

Of saving Faith.

HE grace of faith, whereby the elect are

enabled to believe to the faving of their

fouls , is the work of the Spirit of Chrift in

their hearts ; and is ordinarily wrought by the

1 Rom. 6. 14. For fin fhall

not have dominion over you :

for ye are not under the law,

but under grace . 1 John 5. 4.

For whatfoever is born of God,

overcometh the world ; And

this is the victory that over-

cometh the world, even our

faith . Eph. 4. 16. From whom

the whole body fitly joined to-

gether, and compacted by that

which every joint fupplieth,

accordingtothe effectual work

ing in the meaſure of every

part, maketh increaſe of the

body, unto the edifying of it
felf in love.

m 2 Pet 3. 18. But grow

in grace, and in theknowledge

of our Lord and Saviour Jefus

Chriſt. 2 Cor. 3. 18. But we

all with open face beholding

as in a glaſs the glory of the

Lord, are changed into the

fame image, from glory to

glory, even as by the Spirit of

the Lord.

n 2 Cor 7. 1. Having there-

fore thefe promifes, dearly be-

loved, let us cleanſe ourſelves

from all filthinefs of the fleſh

and fpirit, perfecting holiness

in the fear of God.

I. a Heb, 10, 39. But we

are not of them who draw

back unto perdition ; but of

them that believe to the fav-

ing of the foul .

b 2 Cor 4. 13. We having

the fame fpirit of faith, accord-

ing as it is written , I believed ,

and therefore have I fpoken,

we alfo believe, and therefore

fpeak. Eph. 2. 8. For by grace

are ye faved, through faith, and

that not of yourſelves ; it is the

gift of God.
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miniſtry of the word : by which alfo, and by

the adminiſtration of the facraments, and prayer,

it is increaſed and ftrengthened".

II. By this faith, a Chriſtian believeth to be

true, whatſoever is revealed in the word, for the

authority of God himſelf ſpeaking therein ; and

acteth differently, upon that which each parti-

cular paffage thereof containeth ; yielding obe-

dience to the commands , trembling at the

threatenings , and embracing the promiſes of

God for this life , and that which is to come".

c Rom. 1o. 14, 17,-How

hall they believe in him of

whom they have not heard ?

and how fhall they hear with-

out a preacher ?--Sothen , faith

cometh by hearing, and hearing

bythe wordof God.

d1 Pet. 2, 2. As new-born

babes, defire the fincere milk

of the word, that ye maygrow

thereby: Luke 17. 5. And,

the apoſtles faid unto the Lord,

Increaſe our faith . Rom, 1 ,

16. 17. For I am not afhanied

of the gospel of Chrift ; for it

is the powerof God unto falva-

tion to every one that believeth,

to the Jew first, and alfo to the

Greek. For therein is the

righteoufnefs of God revealed

from faith to faith : as it is

written, The juft fhall live by

faith. See alfo As 20. 32.

Il , e I Theff. 2. 13 , For

this caufe alfo thank we God

without cealing, becaufe when

ye received the word of God

which ye heard of us, ye re-

ceived it not as the word of

man, but ( as it is in truth) the

word of God, which effectu-

ally worketh alfo in you that

believe . 1 John 5. 10. He

that believeth on the Son of

God, hath the witnefs in him-

felf ; he that believeth not

God, hath made him a liar,

becauſe he believeth not the

record that God gave of his

Son. Acts 24, 14.-believing

all things which are written in

the law and the prophets.

f Rom, 16. 26. But now is

made manifeft, and by the

fcriptures of the prophets, ac-

cording to the commandment

of the everlaſting God, made

known to all nations, for the

obedience of faith.

g Ifa . 66, 2.-To this man

will look, even to him that is

poor and of a contrite ſpirit,

and trembleth at my word,

h Heb, 11, 13, Thefe all
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But the principal acts of faving faith are, ac-

cepting, receiving, and refting upon Christ a-

lone for juſtification , fanctification and eternal

life, by virtue of the covenant ofgrace'.

III. This faith is different in degrees , weak

or ftrong ; may be often and many ways af-

failed and weakened, but gets the victory'; grow-

ing up in many to the attainment of a full af-

died in faith, not having re-

ceived the promifes, but hav-

ing feen them afar off, and

were perfuaded ofthem, and em-

bracedthem, and confeffed that

they were ftrangers and pil-

grims on the earth . 1 Tim. 4.

But godlinefs is profitable

unto all things, having promife

ofthe life that now is, and of

that which is to come.

i John 1, 12. But as many

as received him, to them gave

he power to become the fons of

God, even to them that believe

on his name Acts 16. 31. And

they faid, Believe on the Lord

Jefus Chrift, and thou shalt be

faved and thy houfe. Gal. 2.

20. I am crucified with Chrift;

nevertheicfs I live ; yet not I ,

but Chrift liveth in me: and

the life which I now live in

the flesh , I live bythefaithofthe

Son of God who loved me, and

gave himself for me. Acts 15.

11. But we believe thatthrough

the grace of the Lord Jefus

Chrift , we fhall be faved even

as they.

III. k Heb. 5. 13, 14. For

every one that ufeth milk, is

unfkilful in the word of righte-

oufnefs ; for he is a babe.-

But ftrong meat belongeth to

them that are of full age, even

thoſe who by reafon of uſe

have their fenfes exercifed to

difcern both good and evil.

Rom. 4. 19, 20. And being

not weak in faith, he confid-

ered not his own body now

dead, when he was about an

hundred years old , neither yet

the deadnefs of Sarah's womb :

He ſtaggered not at the pro-

mife of God through unbelief;

but was ftrong in faith, giving

glory to God.
Mat. 6. 30.

Shall be not much more clothe

you, Oye oflittle faith. Mat.

8. 10. When Jefus heard it , he

marvelled and faid to them that

followed, Verily I fay unto

you, I have not found fo great

faith, no not in Ifrael.

1 Luke 22. 31 , 32. And the

Lord faid, Simon, Simon, be-

hold, Satan hath defired to have

you , that he may fift you as
wheat :- But I have prayed for

thee that thy faith fail not : and

when thou art converted,

ftrengthen thy brethren. Eph.
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furance through Chrift", who is both the au-

thor and finiſher of our faith" .

CHA P. XV.

OfRepentance unto Life.

RE

EPENTANCE unto life is an evangelical

grace , the doctrine whereof is to be

preached by every minister of the gofpel , as

well as that of faith in Chrift".

1

6. 16. Above all , taking the

fhield of faith, wherewith ye

fhall be able to quench all the

fiery darts of the wicked.

John 5 4 , 5. For whatfoever

is born of God overcometh the

world and this is the victory

that overcometh the world,

even our faith -Who ishe that

overcometh the world, but he

that believeth that Jefus is the

:Son of God ?

m Heb. 6. II, 12. And

we defire that every one of you

do fhew the fame diligence to

the full affurance of hope unto

the end -That ye be not

flothful, but followers of them

who through faith and pati-

ence inherit the promifes. Heb.

Io. 22. Let us draw near with

a true heart in full affurance

of faith , having our hearts

fprinkled from an evil confci-

ence, and our bodies waſhed

with pure water.

n Heb. 12. 2. Looking un-

to Jefus, the author and finisher

of our faith.

Ia Acts II . 18. When

they heard theſe things, they

held their peace, and glorified

God, faying, Then hath God

alfo to the Gentiles granted

repentance unto life . Zach. 2.
10.

b Luke 24. 47. And that

repentance and remiffion of

fins fhould be preached in his

name among all nations, be-

ginning at Jerufalem. Mark

1.15. And faying, Thetime

is fulfilled , and the kingdom

of God is at hand : repent ye,

and believe the gofpel. Acts

20. 21. Teftifying both to the

Jews, and alfo to the Greeks,

repentance toward God, and
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II. By it a finner, out of the fight and fenfe,

not only of the danger, but alſo of the filthineſs

and odioufnefs of his fins, as contrary to the

holy nature and righteous law of God, and upon

the apprehenfion of his mercy in Chrift to fuch

as are penitent, fo grieves for and hates his

fins, as to turn from them all unto God , pur-

pofing and endeavouring to walk with him, in

all the ways of his commandments".

faith toward our Lord Jefus

Christ .

H. c Ezek. 18. 30, 31. Re-

pent and turn yourfelves from

all your tranfgreffions ; fo

iniquity fhall not be your ruin ;

-Caft away from you all

your tranfgreffions whereby ye

have tranfgreffed, and make

you a new heart and a new

fpirit; for why will ye die,

O Houſe of Ifrael ? Ezek. 36.

31. Then fhall ye remember

your own evil ways, and your

doings that were not good, and

fhall lothe yourſelves in your

own fight, for your iniquities,

and for your abominations .

Pfalm 51. 4. Against thee,

thee only have I finned, and

done this evil in thy fight;

that thou mighteſt be juftified

whenthoufpeakeft, andbe clear

when thou judgeft. Jer . 31 .
18, 19.

I have furely heard

Ephraim bemoaning himſelf

thus , Thou haft chaftifed me,

and I was chaftifed , as a bul-

lock unaccustomed to the yoke:

turn thou me, and I fhall be

turned; for thou art the Lord

my God . Surely after that I

was turned, I repented ; and

after that I was turned, I

fmote upon my thigh ; I was
afhamed, yea, even con-

founded, becaufe I did bear

the reproach of my youth . 2

Cor. 7. 11. For behold, this

felf fame thing that ye for-

rowed after a godly fort, what

carefulneſs it wrought in you,

yea, what clearing of your-

felves, yea, what indignation ,

yea, what fear, yea, what ve-

hement defire, yea, what zeal,

yea, what revenge ! In all

things ye have approved your-

felves to be clear in this mat-

ter. See alfo Joel 2. 12, 13 .

Amos 5. 15. and Pfalm 119,

128.

-

d Pfal 119. 6, 59, 106. Then

fhall I not be afhamed, when I

have refpect unto all thy com-

mandments. Ithought on my

ways, and turned my feet un-

to thy teftimonies.- have

fworn, and I will perform it,

that I will keep thy righteous

judgments. Luke 1. 6. And

they were both righteous be-
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III. Although repentance be not to be reſted

in as any fatisfaction for fin, or any cauſe of the

pardon thereof , which is the act of God's free

grace in Chrift ' ; yet is it of fuch neceffity to all

finners, that none may expect pardon without

it .

IV. As there is no fin fo fmall but it deferves

damnation" ; fo there is no fin fo great , that it

can bring damnation upon thoſe who truly re-

pent ' .

fore God, walking in all the

commandments and ordinan-

ces of the Lord blameless. See

alfo 2 Kings 23. 25.

Ill e Ezek. 36. 31. 32. Then

fhall ye remember your own

evil ways, and your doings that

were not good, and fhall lothe

yourſelves in your own fight

for your iniquities and for

your abominations.-Not for

your fakes do I this, faith the

Lord God; be it known unto

you: be afhamed and con-

founded for your own ways,

O houfe of Ifrael. Ezek. 16.

63. That thou mayeft remem-

her and be confounded, and

never open thy mouth any

more becaufe of thy fhame,

when I am pacified toward

thee for all thou haft done,

faith the Lord God.

f Hof. 14 , 2, 4. Take with

you words, and turn to the

Lord; fay unto him , Take a-

way all iniquity, and receive

us graciously; fo will we ren

der the calves of our lips . I

will heal their backfliding, I

will love them freely ; for mine

anger is turned away from

him, Rom. 3. 24. Being juf-

tified freelybyhis grace through

the redemption that is in Jefus

Chrift . Eph. I. 7.

g Luke 13. 3, 5. I tell you ,

nay; but except ye repent, ye

fhall all likewile perifh . Acts

17. 30.

IV. h Rom, 6, 23. For the

wages of fin is death, Mat. 12.

36. But I fay unto you, that

every idle word that men fhall

fpeak, they fhall give account

thereof in the day of judgment.

i lfa. 55. 7. Let the wicked

forfake his way, and the un-

righteous man his thoughts ;

and let him return unto the

Lord, and he will have mercy

uponhim ; and to our God, for

he will abundantly pardon.

Rom. 8, 1. There is therefore

now no condemnation to trem

that are in Chrift Jefus, who

walk not after the flesh, but

after the Spirit . Ifa , 1. 18.

Come now and let us reafon

together, faith the Lord ;
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V. Men ought not to content themſelves

with a general repentance, but it is every man's

duty to endeavour to repent of his particular

fins, particularly .

VI. As every man is bound to make private

confeflion of his fins to God, praying for the

pardon thereof' ; upon which, and the forfak-

ing of them, he fhall find mercy" : fo he that

fcandalizeth his brother, or the church of

Chrift, ought to be willing, by a private or

public confeffion and forrow for his fin , to de-

clare his repentance to thoſe that are offended" ;

though your fins be as fcarlet,

they fhall be as white as fnow:

though they be red like crim-

fonthey shall be as wool,

V. k Pfal. 19. 13. Keep back

thy fervant alfo from prefump-

tuous fins, let them not have

dominion over me, then fhall

I beupright, and I fhall be in-

nocent from the great tranf

greffion. Luke 19. 8. And

Zaccheus food and faid unto

the Lord, Behold, Lord, the

half of my goods I give to the

poor and if I have taken any

thing from any man by falfe

accufation , I reftore him four-

fold . 1 Tim. 1. 13 , 15. Who

was before a blafphemer, and

a perfecutor, and injurious.

But I obtained mercy, becauſe

I did it ignorantly in unbelief.

This is a faithful faying and

worthy of all acceptation, that

Chrift Jefus came into the

world, to fave finners, ofwhom

I am chief.

VI. Pfal . 32. 5 , 6. ac-

knowledged my fin unto thee,

and mine iniquity have I not

hid; I faid, I will confefs my

tranfgreffions unto the Lord ;

and thou forgaveft the iniquity

of my fin. Selah .- For this

fhall every one that is godly

pray unto thee in a time when

thou mayeft be found furely

in the floods of great waters,

they fhall not come nigh unto

him. See alfo Pfal . 51. 4, 5 , 7,

9 , 14 .

m Prov. 28. 13. He that

covereth his fins fhall not prof-

per : but whofo confeffeth and

forfaketh them fhall have mer-

cy. 1 John 1. 9. If we con-

fefs our fins, he is faithful and

juſt to forgive us our fins.

n James 5. 16. Confefs your

faults one to another, and pray

one for another, that ye may

be healed : the effectual fer-

vent prayer of a righteous man

availeth much. Luke 17. 3.

H
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who are thereupon to be reconciled to him, and

in love to receive him".

Go

CHA P. XVI.

Of Good Works.

OOD works are only fuch as God hath

commanded in his holy word", and not

fuch as without the warrant thereof, are deviſed

by men out of blind zeal, or upon any pretence

of good intention".

Take heed to yourſelves : If

thy brother trefpafs againſt

thee, rebuke him : and if he

repent, forgive him. Ver. 4.

And if he trefpaſs againſt thee

feven times in a day, and feven

times in a day turn again to

thee, faying, I repent ; thou

fhalt forgive him. Jofh, 7. 19.

And Joſhua faid unto Achan,

Myfon, give, I pray thee , glo-

ry to the Lord God of Ifrael,

and make confeflion to him ;

and tell me now what thou

haft done, hide it not from me.

Pfal. 51. throughout.

o 2 Cor. 2. 8. Wherefore I

befeech youthat ye would con-

firm your love towards him.

See Gal. 6. 1, 2.

1 , a Micah 6. 8. He hath

fhewed thee, O man, what is

good ; and what doth the Lord

require of thee, but to do juſt-

ly, and to love mercy, and to

walk humbly with thy God?

Rom. 12. 2. And be not con-

formed to this world : but be

ye transformed by the renew-

ing of your mind, that ye may

prove what is that good and

acceptable and perfect will of

God. Heb. 13.21 . Makeyou

perfect in every good work to

do his will.

b Mat, 15. 9. But in vain

they do worship me, teaching

for doctrines the command-

ments of men, Ifa. 29. 13.

Wherefore the Lord faid, For.

afmuch as this people draw

near me with their mouth, and
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II. Theſe good works, done in obedience to

God's commandments, are the fruits and evi-

dences of a true and lively faith : and by them

believers manifeft their thankfulneſs" , ftrengthen

their affurance , edify their brethren , adorn the

profeffion of the gospel , ftop the mouths of the

adverfaries", and glorify God' , whoſe workman-

with their lips do honor me,

but have removed their heart

far from me: and their fear

towards me is taught by the

precepts of men. John 16. 2.

They hall put you out of the

fynagogues ; yea, the time

cometh that whofoever killeth

you will think that he doeth

God fervice. See 1 Sam. 15.

21, 22, 23.

II. cJames 2. 18, 22. Yea,

a man mayfay, Thou haft faith;

and, I have works : fhew me

thy faith without thy works,

and I will fhew thee my faith

by my works. Seeft thou how

faith wrought with his works,

and by works was faith made

perfect ?

d Pfal. 116. 12, 13. What

fhall I render unto the Lord

for all his benefits towards me.

-I will take the cup of falva-

tion, and call upon the name

ofthe Lord 1 Pet. 2. 9. But

ye are a chofen generation, a

royal priesthood, an holy na-

tion, a peculiar people ; that

ye fhould fhewforth the praiſes

ofhim who hath called you out

ofdarkneſs into his marvellous

light.

e 1 John 2, 3, 5. And here.

by we doknow that we know

him, ifwe keep his command-

ments.-But who ſo keepeth

his word, inhim verily is the

love of God perfected . Here-

byknow we that we are in him.

2 Pet. 1. 5, 6, 7 , 8, 9 , 10.

f 2 Cor. 9. 2. For I know

the forwardnefs of your mind,

for which I boaft of you to

them of Macedonia, that A-

chaia was ready a year ago ;

and your zeal hath provoked

very many. Mat. 5. 16. Let

your light fo fhine before men,

that they may fee your good

works, and glorify your Father

which is in heaven.

g Tit. 2. 5. To be difcreet,

chafte, keepers at home, good,

obedient to their own huſbands,

that the word of God be not

blafphemed. 1 Tim. 6. 1. Let

as many fervants as are under

the yoke count their own maf-

ters worthy of all honor; that

the name of God and bis doc-

trine be not blafphemed. See

alfo Tit. 2. 9, 10, 11 , 12.

hi Pet. 2. 15. For fo isthe

will of God, that with well do-

ing ye may put to filence the

ignorance offooliſh men.

i1 Pet. 2. 12. Having your

converſation honeft amongthe

Gentiles ; that whereas they

H 2
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fhip they are, created in Chrift Jefus thereuntok ,

that , having their fruit unto holineſs, they may

have the end, eternal life ' .

III. Their ability to do good works is not at

all of themſelves, but wholly from the Spirit of

Chrift". And that they may be enabled there-

unto befides the graces they have already received,

there is required an actual influence of the fame

Holy Spirit to work in them to will and to do of

his good pleaſure" ; yet are they not hereupon to

grow negligent, as if they were not bound to

perform any duty unleſs upon a ſpecial motion of

the Spirit ; but they ought to be diligent in ftir-

ring up the grace of God that is in them".

ſpeak againſt you as evil doers,

they may, by your good works

which they fhall behold, glorify

God in the day of vifitation .

Phil. 1. II. Being filled

with the fruits of righteoufnefs,

which are by Jefus Chrift, unto

the glory and praiſe of God.

John 15. 8. Herein is my

Father glorified , that ye hear

much fruit.

k Eph. 2. 10. For we are

his workmanship , created in

Chrift Jefus unto good works,

whichGod hath before ordained

that we should walk in them.

1 Rom. 6. 22. But now being

made free from fin , and become

fervants to God . ye have your

fruit unto holiness, and the end

everlasting life.

III. m John 15. 5. I am the

vine, ye are the branches. He

that abideth in me, and I in

him, the fame bringeth forth

much fruit : for without me

ye can do nothing. Ver. 6.

Ifa man abide not in me, he is

caft for as a branch, and is

withered : and men gather

them and caft them into the fire.

See Ezek. 36. 26, 27.

n Phil . 2. 13. For it is God

which worketh in you both to

will andto do of his good plea-

fure. Phil . 4. 13. I can do all

things through Chrift which

ftrengtheneth me. 2 Cor. 3. 5.

Not that we are fufficient of

ourfelves to think any thing as

of ourſelves : but our fufficiency

is of God,

o Phil. 2. 12. Wherefore

my beloved, as ye have always

obeyed, not as in my prefence

only, but now much more in

my abfence, work out your

own falvation with fear and
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IV. They, who in their obedience, attain to

the greateſt height which is poſſible in this life,

are fo far from being able to fupererogate and to

do more than God requires, that they fall fhort

of much, which in duty, they are bound to do".

V. We cannot, by our beſt works merit par-

don of fin , or eternal life , at the hand of God,

by reafon of the great difproportion that is

between them and the glory to come, and the

infinite diftance that is between us and God,

whom by them we can neither profit, nor fatisfy

for the debt of our former fins ; but when we

have done all we can, we have done, but our duty

trembling. Heb. 6. 11 , 12 .

And we defire that every one

ofyou do fhew the fame dili .

gence to the full affurance of

hope unto the end.-That ye

be not flothful, but followers

ofthem who through faith and

patience inherit the promiſes.

İfa . 64. 7. And there is none

that calleth upon thy name,

that firreth up himſelf to take

hold ofthee : for thou haft hid

thy face from us, and haft con-

fumcd us, becauſe of our ini

quities. See alſo 2 Pet. 1. 3 ,

5, 10, II . and 2 Tim . 1. 6.

and Acts 26. 6, 7. together with

Jude 20 and 21 verſes .

IV. p Luke 17. 10. So like-

wife ye, when ye shall have

done all these things which are

commanded you, fay, We are

unprofitable fervants : we have

done that which was our duty

to do. Job 9. 2, 3.-But how

For

fhould man be juſt with God,

-Ifhe will contend with him,

he cannot answer him one of a

thoufand. Gal. 5. 17.

the flesh lufteth against the

fpirit and the fpirit, againſt the

flesh and thefe are contrary

the one to the other ; fo that

ye cannot do the things that ye

would.

There-V. q Rom. 3. 20.

fore by the deeds of the law,

there fhall no flesh be juſtified

in his fight ; For by the law is

the knowledge of fin. Rom.

4. 2, 4, 6. For if Abra-

ham were juftified by works,

he hath whereof to glory,

but not before God.-Now

to him that worketh is the

reward not reckoned of grace,

but of debt. Even as David

alfo defcribeth the bleffedneſs

of the man , unto whom God

imputeth righteoufness with-

H 3
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and are unprofitable fervants' ; and becauſe, as

they are good, they proceed from his Spirit' ; and,

as they are wrought by us, they are defiled and

mixed with fo much weaknefs and imperfection ,

that they cannot endure the feverity of God's

judgment .

VI. Yet notwithstanding, the perfons of be-

lievers being accepted through Chrift , their good

works alfo are accepted in him", not as though

they were in this life wholly unblameable and

unreprovable in God's fight" ;fight" ; but that he,

looking upon them in his Son, is pleafed to ac-

out works. Eph. 2. 8 , 9 .

For by grace are ye faved,

through faith ; and that not of

yourfelves; it is the gift of

God. Not of works , left

any man fhould boaft. Pfal.

16. 2. O my foul, thou haft

faid unto the Lord , Thou art

my Lord, my goodnefs extend-
eth not to thee. See alfo

Tit. 3. 5 , 6, 7. Rom . 8. 18 , 22,

23. and chap. 35. 7 , 8.

r Luke 17. 10. See letter p

in this chap.

f Gal. 5. 22, 23. But the

fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,

peace, long -fuffering, gentlc-

nefs, goodneſs, faith , meeknefs,

temperance.

t Ifai . 64. 6. But we are

all as an unclean thing, and

all our righteoufneffes are as

filthy rags, and we all do fade

as a leaf, and our iniquities like

the wind, have taken us away.
Pfal. 143. 2. And enter

not into judgment with thy

fervant : for in thy fight fhall

no man living be juftified .

Pfal. 130. 3. If thou, Lord,

fhouldt mark iniquities : O

Lord, who fhall ftand ? See

alfo Gal . 5. 17. and Rom. 7. 15,

18.

VI. v Eph. I. 6. To the

praife of the glory of his grace,
wherein he hath made us ac-

cepted in the Beloved. 1 Pet.

2. 5. Ye alfo, as lively ftones,

are built up a fpiritual houſe,

an holy priesthood, to offer up

fpiritual facrifices, acceptable

to God by Jefus Chrift . Gen.

4. 4. And Abel, he alfo

brought ofthe firſtlings of his

flock, and of the fat thereof;

and the Lord had refpect unto

Abel, and to his offering . With
Heb. II. 4.

w Job 9. 20. If I juſtify

myfelf, mine own mouth fhall

condemn me ; If I fay. I am

perfect , it fhall alfo prove me

perverfe. Pfal. 143. 2.
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cept and reward that which is fincere, although

accompanied with many weakneſſes and imper-

fections*.

VII. Works done by unregenerate men, al-

though, for the matter of them, they may be

things which God commands, and of good ufe

both to themfelves and others ; yet becauſe

they proceed not from an heart purified by faith²,

nor are done in a right manner, according to

x 2 Cor. 8. 12. For ifthere

be firſt a willing mind, it is

accepted, according to that a

man hath, and not according
to that he hath not. Heb. 6.

10. For God is not unrighte-

ous to forget your work and

labour of love, which ye have

fhewed toward his name, in

that ye have miniftered to the

faints, and do minifter. Mat.

25. 21, 23. His lord faid

unto him , Well done, thou good

and faithful fervant ; thou

haft been faithful over a few

things, I will make thee ruler

over many things : enter thou

into the joy ofthy lord.

VII. y 2 Kings 10. 30, 31.

And the Lord faid unto Jehu,

Becauſe thou haft done well

in executing that which is right

in mine eyes, andhaft done un-

to the houſe of Ahab, accord-

ing to all that was in mine

heart, thy children of the

fourth generation fhall fit on the

throne of Ifrael .-But Jehu
took no heed to walk in the

law ofthe Lord God of Ifrael,

with all his heart : for he de-

parted hot from the fins of Je-

roboam, which made Ifrael to

fin . Phil. 1. 15 , 16 , 18. Some

indeed preach Chriſt even of

envy and ftrife ; and fome al-

fo of good will.-The one

preach Chrift of contention ,

not fincerely, fuppofing to add

affliction to my bonds.-What

then ? notwithſtanding every

way, whether in pretence, or

in truth, Chrift is preached;

and Itherein do rejoice.

z Heb. II . 4, 6. By faith

Abel offered unto God a more

excellent facrifice than Cain, by

which he obtained witnefs

that he was righteous, God

teftifying of his gifts and by

it he being dead, yet fpeaketh.

But without faith it is impof-

fible to pleaſe bim : for he that

cometh to God, muft believe

that he is, and that he is a re-

warder of them that diligently

feek him, See Gen. 45.
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the word ; nor to a right end, the glory of

God ; they are therefore finful, and cannot

pleaſe God, or make a man meet to receive

grace from God . And yet their neglect of

them is more finful, and difpleafing unto

Godd.

a 1 Cor. 13. 3. And though

I beftow all my goods to feed

the poor, and though I give my

body to be burned, and have

not charity, it profiteth me

nothing. Ifai. 1. 12. When

ye come to appear before me,

who hath required this at

your hand, to tread my courts?

b Mat. 6. 2 , 5, 16. There-

fore, when thou doeft thine

alms, do not found a trumpet

before thee, as the hypocrites

do, in the fynagogues, and in

the streets, that they may

have glory of men, Verily, I

fay unto you, They have their

reward. And when thou

prayeft, thou shalt not be as

the hypocrites are : for they

love to pray ftanding in the

fynagogues, and in the corners

ofthe ftreets, that they maybe

feen ofmen: Verily, I fay unto

you: They have their reward.

Moreover when ye faft, be

not as the hypocrites, of a fad

countenance ; for they disfigure

their faces, that they may ap-

pear unto men to faft. Veri-

ly I fay unto you , They have

their reward.

cHag. 2. 14. So is this people,

and fo is this nation before me,

faith the Lord, and ſo is every

work of their hands, and that

which they offer there is un-

clean. Tit. 1. 15.-Unto them

that are defiled and unbeliev-

ing is nothing pure, but even

their mind and confcience is

defiled . Amos 5. 21. 22. I

hate, I defpife your feaft-days,

and I will not fmell in your

folemn affemblies. Though ye

offer me burnt offerings, and

your meat-offerings, I will not

accept them , neither will I re-

gard the peace-offerings of

your fat beafts. See alfo Hof.

I. 4. Rom. 9. 16, and Tit.

3. 5.

d Pfal. 14. 4. Have allthe

workers of iniquity no know-

ledge ? who eat up my people

as they eat bread, and call not

upon the Lord. Pfal. 36. 3.

The words of his mouth are

iniquity and deceit : he hath

left off to be wife , and to do

good . Job 21. 14. Therefore

they fay unto God, Depart

from us, for we defire not the

knowledge of thy ways. See

alfo Mat. 25. 41 , 42, 43, 45.

and Mat. 23. 23,
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CHA P. XVII.

Ofthe Perseverance ofthe

Saints.

THE

HEY whom God hath accepted in his Be-

loved, effectually called and fanctified,

by his Spirit, can neither totally nor finally fall

away from the ftate of grace ; but ſhall certainly

perfevere therein to the end, and be eternally

faveda.

II. This perfeverance of the faints depends,

not upon their own free -will, but upon the im-

mutability of the decree of election , flowing

from the free and unchangeable love of God the

Father" ; upon the efficacy of the merit and

interceffion of Jefus Chrift ; the abiding of the

I. a Phil. 1. 6. Being con-

fident of this very thing, that

he which hath begun a good

work in you, will perform it

until the day of Jefus Chrift.

John. 10. 28, 29. And I give

unto them eternal life ; and

they fhall never perifh, nei-

ther hall any pluck them out

of my hand. My Father

which gave them me, is greater

than all and none is able to

pluck them out of my Father's

hand. See alfo 1 John 3. 9.

and 1 Pet. 1. 5, 9. Job 17. 9 .

:

II. b 2Tim. 2. 19. Never.

thelefs, the foundation of God

ftandeth fure , having this feal,

The Lord knoweth them

that are his ; Jer. 31. 3 .

The Lord hath appeared of

old unto me, faying, Yea, I

have loved thee with an ever-

lafting love ; therefore with

loving-kindneſs have I drawn .

thee.

c. Heb. 10. 10, 14. By the

which will we are fanctified,

through the offering of the

body of Jeſus Chriſt, once for
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Spirit and of the feed of God within them" ; and

the nature of the covenant of grace : from all

which ariſeth alſo the certainty and infallibility

thereoff.

III. Nevertheleſs they may, through the

temptations of Satan and of the world, the pre-

all. For by one offering he

hath perfected for ever them

that are fanctified . John 17.

II, 24. And now I am no

more in the world, but theſe

are in the world, and I come

to thee. Holy Father, keep

through thine own name,

thofe whom thou haft given

me, that they may be one, as

we are.-Father, will that

they alfo , whom thou haft

given me, be with me where

I am; that they may behold

my glory, which thou haft

given me for thou loveft

me from the foundation of

the world. Heb. 7. 25. Where-

fore he is able alfo to fave

them to the uttermoft, that

come unto God by him, ſeeing

he ever liveth to make inter-

ceffion forthem . Heb. 9. 12,

13, 14, 15. Rom. 8. 33. to

the end. Luke 22. 32.

d John 14. 16, 17. And I

will pray the Father, and he

fhall give you another Com-

forter, that he may abide with

you for ever ;-Even the Spirit

of truth ; whom the world

cannot receive; becauſe it feeth

him not, neither knoweth

him ; but ye know him ; for

he dwelleth with you, and

fhall be in you. I John 2. 27.

But the anointing which ye

have received of him abideth

in you, and ye need not that

any man teach you, but as

the fame anointing teacheth

you of all things , and is

truth, and is no lie: and even

as it hath taught you, ye fhall

abide in him. 1 John 3. 9,

Whofoever is born of God,

doth not commit fin ; for his

feed remaineth in him ; and he

cannot fin, becauſe he is born

of God.

e Jer. 32. 40. And I will

make an everlaſting covenant

with them , that I will not

turn away from them, to do

them good ; but I will put my

fear in their hearts, that they

fhall not depart from me. With

Heb . 8. 10, 11 , 12 .

f 2 Theff. 3. 3. But the

Lord is faithful, who fhall

ſtabliſh you, and keep you from

evil. 1 John 2. 19. They went

out from us, but they were

not of us for if they had been

of us, they would no doubt

have continued with us ; but

they went out, that they might

be made manifeft, that they

were not all of us. John 10

28. They fhall never perish.

1 Thefs. 5. 23, 24.
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valency of corruption remaining in them, and

the neglect of the means of their preſervation,

fall into grievous fins"; and for a time continue

therein": whereby they incur God's diſpleaſure ,

and grieve his Holy Spirit ; come to be depriv-

ed of fome meaſure of their graces and com-

forts'; have their hearts hardened", and their

III. g Mat. 26. 70, 72 , 74.

But he denied before them all,

faying, I know not what thou

fayeft . And again he denied

with an oath, I do not know

the man. Then began he to

curfe and to fwear, faying, 1

know not the man.

h 2 Samı, 12.9, 13. Where-

fore haft thou defpifed the

commandment of the Lord, to

do evil in his fight ? Thou haft

killed Uriah the Hittite with

the fword, and haft taken his

wife to be thy wife , and haft

flain him with the fword ofthe

children ofAmmon. -And Da-

vid faid unto Nathan , I have

finned againſtthe Lord. And

Nathan faid unto David, The

Lord alfo hath put away thy

fin; thou shalt not die.

i Ifa. 64. 7, 9.-For thou

haft hid thy face from us, and

haft confumed us, becauſe of

our iniquities. Be not wroth

very fore, O Lord, neither

remember iniquity for ever ;

behold, fee, we befeech thee,

we are all thy people. 2 Sam.

11. 27. And when the mourn-

ing was paft, David fent and

fetched her to his houſe, and

fhe became his wife, and bare

him a fon ; but the thing

that David had done diſpleaſed

the Lord.

k Eph. 4, 30, And grieve

not the Holy Spirit of God,

whereby ye are fealed unto the

day of redemption ,

1 Pfal. 51,8, 10, 12. Make

me to hear joy and gladness ;

that the bones which thou haft

broken may rejoice . Create

in me a clean heart, O God,

and renew a right ſpirit within

me. Reſtore unto me thejoy

of thy falvation ; and uphold

me withthy free Spirit. Rev.

2. 4. Nevertheless, I have

fomewhat against thee, becauſe

thou haft left thy firſt love.

m Mark 6. 52. For they

confidered not the miracle of

the loaves, for their heart was

hardened. Mark 16. 14. Af-

terward he appeared unto the

eleven, as they fat at meat, and

upbraided them with their un.

belief and hardneſs of heart,

becauſe they believed not

them which had feen him,

after he was rifen. Pfalm

95. 8.
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confciences wounded" ; hurt and fcandalize o-

thers , and bring temporal judgments upon

themſelves".

CHA P. XVIII .

Of the Assurance of Grace and

A

Salvation.

LTHOUGH hypocrites, and other unre-

generate mer, may vainly deceive them-

felves with falfe hopes and carnal prefumptions

of being in the favour of God and eſtate of fal-

n Pfal. 32. 3, 4. When I

kept filence , my bones wax-

ed old through my roaring

all the day long. For day and

night thy hand was heavy up-

on me: my moisture is turned

into the drought of fummer.

Pfal . 51. 8. Make me to hear

joy and gladness : that the

bones which thou haft broken

may rejoice.

o 2 Sam . 12. 14. Howheit,

becaufe by this deed thou haft

given great occafion to the

enemies of the Lord to blaf-

pheme, the child alfo that is

born unto thee, fhall furely

die.

p Pfal. 89. 31. If they

break my ftatutes, and keep

not my commandments: Ver.

32. Then will I vifit their

tranfgreflion with the rod, and

their iniquities with stripes. I

Cor. 11. 32. But when we are

judged, we are chaftened of

the Lord, that we fhould not

be condemned with the world-
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vation" ; which hope of theirs fhall perish": yet

fuch as truly believe in the Lord Jefus , and love

him in fincerity, endeavouring to walk in all

good confcience before him, may in this life

be certainly affured that they are in a ſtate of

grace , and may rejoice in the hope of the glory

of God; which hope fhall never make them

afhamedd.

. II. This certainty is not a bare conjectu.

ral and probable perfuafion, grounded upon a

fallible hope ; but an infallible affurance of faith,

founded upon the divine truth of the pro-

1. a Job 8. 14. Whofe

hope fhall be cut off; and

whofe truft fball be a fpider's

web. Deut. 29. 19. 1 fhall

have peace, though
walk in

the imagination of mine heart,

to add drunkenness to thirst .

John 8. 41. Ye do the deeds

of your father. Then faid they

to him, We be not born of

fornication, we have one Fa-

ther even God.

b Mat. 7. 22, 23. Many

will fay to me in that day,

Lord, Lord, have we not pro-

phefied in thy name ? and in

thy name have caft out devils?

and in thy name have done

many wonderful works? And

then will I profefs unto them,

I never knew you ; depart

from me, ye that work iniqui-

ty. Job 8. 13.

c 1 John 2. 3. And hereby

we do know that we know

him, if we keep his command.

ments. 1 John 5. 13. Theſe

I

things have I written unto you

that believe on the name of

the Son of God ; that ye may

know that ye have eternal life,

and that ye may believe on the

name of the Son of God. I

John 3. 14, 18 , 19 , 21 , 24.

d Rom. 5. 2, 5. By whom

alfo we have access by faith in-

to this grace wherein we ftand,

and rejoice in hope of the

glory of God.And hope

maketh not afhamed, becauſe

the love of God is fhed abroad

in our hearts by the Holy

Ghoft, which is given unto

us

AndII. e Heb. 6. 11, 19.

we defire that every one of

you do fhew the fame dili-

gence to the full affurance of

hope unto the end.-Which

hope we have as an anchor of

the foul, both fure and fted-

faft, and which entereth in-

to that within the vail.
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mifes of falvation , the inward evidence of thoſe

graces unto which theſe promifes are made , the

teftimony of the Spirit of adoption witneffing

with our fpirits that we are the children of

God : which Spirit is the earneſt of our inheri-

tance, whereby we are fealed to the day of re-

demption' .

III. This infallible affurance doth not ſo be-

long to the effence of faith, but that a true be-

liever may wait long, and conflict with many

f Heb. 6. 17, 18. Wherein

God willing more abundantly

to fhew unto the heirs of pro-

miſe, the immutability of his

counfel, confirmed it by an

oath : That by two immut-

able things in which it was im-

poffible for God to lie, we

might have a strong confola-

tion , who have fled for refuge

to lay hold upon the hope fet
before us.

g 2 Pet. 1. 4, 5, 10, 11.

Whereby are given unto us

exceeding great and precious

promifes ; that by thefe ye

might be partakers of the di-

vine nature, having eſcaped

the corruption that is in the

world through luft.-And be-

fides this, giving all diligence ,

add to your faith, virtue; and

to virtue, knowledge. Where-
fore the rather, brethren ,

give diligence to make your

calling and election fure ; for

if ye do theſe things, ye fhall

neverfall. For fo an entrance

fhall be miniftered unto you

abundantly, into the everlaft-

ing kingdom of our Lord and

Saviour Jefus Chriſt . I John

3. 14.
We know that we

have paffed from death unto

life ; becauſe we love the bre-

thren. 1 John 2. 3, and 2

Cor. 1. 12.

h Rom. 8. 15, 16. For ye

have not received the fpirit

of bondage again to fear, but

ye have received the Spirit of

adoption, whereby we cry,

Abba, Father. The Spirit it-

felf beareth witnefs with our

fpirit that we are the children

of God.

i Eph. 1. 13, 14. In whom

ye alfo trufted after that ye

heard the word of truth, the

gofpel of your falvation ; in

whom alfo after that ye be-

lieved , ye were fealed with

that holy Spirit of promife,

which is the earneſt of our in-

heritance , until the redemp

tion of the purchafed poffef-

fion , unto the praiſe of his

glory. 2 Cor. 1. 21 , 22. Now

he which ftablifheth us with

you in Chrift , and hath a-
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difficulties before he be partaker of it : Yet, be-

ing enabled by the Spirit to know the things

which are freely given him of God, he may,

without extraordinary revelation , in the right uſe

of ordinary means, attain thereunto'. And

therefore it is the duty of every one, to give all

diligence to make his calling and election ſure";

that thereby his heart may be enlarged in peace

and joy in the Holy Ghoft, in love and thank-

fulness to God, and in ſtrength and cheerful-

nefs in the duties of obedience, the proper fruits

nointed us, is God ; who hath

alſo fealed us, and given the

earnet of the Spirit in our

hearts.

III. k Ifa. 50. 10. Who is

among you that feareth the

Lord, that obeyeth the voice

of his fervant, that walketh

in darkneſs, and hath no light ?

Let him truſt in the name of

the Lord, and ſtay upon his

God. 1 John 5. 13. Theſe

things have I written unto you

that believe on the name of

the Son of God ; that ye may

know that ye have eternal

life, and that ye may believe

on the name of the Son of

God. See Pfalm 88 through

out, and Pfalm 77 to the 12th

verſe.

1 Cor. 2. 12. Now we

have received, not the ſpirit

of the world, but the Spirit

which is of God; that we

might know the things that

are freely given to us of God.

1 John 4. 13. Hereby know

we that we dwell in him , and

he in us, becauſe he hath

given us of his Spirit. Heb.

6. 11 , 12. And we defire that

every one of you do fhew the

fame diligence, to the full af-

furance of hope unto the end.

That ye be not flothful, but
followers of them , who

through faith and patience in-

herit the promiſes. Eph . 3.

17, 18, 19.
m 2 Pet. I. 10. Wherefore

the rather, brethren, give di-

ligence to make your calling

and election fure : for if ye

do theſe things, ye shall never

fall.

I 2
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of this affurance" : So far is it from inclining

men to looſeneſs®.

IV. True believers may have the affurance of

their falvation divers ways fhaken , diminiſhed

and intermitted ; as, by negligence in preſerving

of it, by falling into fome fpecial fin , which

woundeththe confcience, and grieveth the Spirit;

by fome fudden or vehement temptation ; by

God's withdrawing the light of his countenance,

and fuffering even ſuch as fear him to walk in

darkneſs and to have no light : Yet are they

we

--

n Rom. 5. 1, 2 , 5. There-

fore being juftified by faith,

have peace with God

through our Lord Jefus Chrift,

-By whom alfo we have ac-

cefs by faith into this grace

wherein we ftand, and re-

joice in hope of the glory of

God. And hope maketh not

afhamed ; becauſe the love of

God is fhed abroad in our

hearts, by the Holy Ghoft

which is given unto us . Rom .

14. 17. For the kingdom of

God is not meat and drink,

but righteoufnels, and peace,

and joy in the Holy Ghoft .

Rom. 15. 13. Now the God

of hope fill you with all joy

and peace in believing, that ye

may abound in hope, through

the power of the Holy Ghoft .

Pfalm 119. 32. I will run the

way of thy commandments,

when thou fhalt enlarge my

heart. Pfalm 4. 6, 7. Eph.

3. 3. 4.

o Rom. 6. 1 , 2. What ſhall

we fay then ? fhall we con-

tinue in fin, that grace may

abound ? God forbid ; how

fhall we that are dead to fin,

live any longer therein ? Tit.

2. 11 , 12, 14. For the graee

of God that bringeth falvation

hath appeared to all men;-

Teaching us, that denying un-

godlinefs and worldly lufts, we

fhould live foberly, righteouf-

ly and godly in this prefent

world. Who gave himſelf for

us, that he might redeem us

from all iniquity, and purify

unto himfelf a peculiar peo-

ple , zealous of good works.

IV. p Cant. 5. 2, 3 , 6. I

fleep, but my heart waketh :

it is the voice of my beloved

that knocketh, faying, Open

to me, my fifter, my love, my

dove , my undefiled : for my

head is filled with dew, and

my locks with the drops of the

night. I have put offmy coat,

how fhall I put it on? I have

washed my feet, how ſhall I



THE CONFESSION OF FAITH. 89

never utterly deſtitute of that feed of God , and

life of faith, that love of Chrift and the brethren,

that fincerity of heart and confcience of duty,

out of which, by the operation of the Spirit,

this affurance may in due time be revived , and

by the which, in the mean time, they are fup-

ported from utter defpair".

defile them ?-I opened to my

beloved ; but my beloved had

withdrawn himself, and was

gone ; my foul failed when he

fpake ; I fought him, but I

could not find him; I called

him, but he gave me no an-

fwer. Pfalm 51. 8, 12 , 14.
Make me to hear joy and

gladness ; that the bones which

thou haft broken may rejoice.

-Reftore unto me the joy of

thy falvation ; and uphold me

with thy free Spirit.-Deliver

me from blood-guiltinefs, O

God, thou God of my falva.

tion : and my tongue fhall fing

aloud of thy righteoufnefs.

Eph. 4. 30. And grieve not

the Holy Spirit of God, where

by ye are fealed unto the day

of redemption. Compare the

above with Pfalm 77. first ten

verfes, and Mat 26. 69 , 70,

71, 72. Pfal . 31. 22. Pfal . 88.

throughout, and Ifa. 50. 10.

q John 3.9 Whofoever

is born of God doth not com-

mit fin ; for his feed remaineth

in him: and he cannot fin , be-

cauſe he is born of God. Luke

22. 32. But I have prayed

for thee, that thy faith fail

not. Job 13. 15. Though

he flayme, yet will I trust in

him : but I will maintain mine

own ways before him, Pfaim

73. 15. Pfalm 51. 8, 21. with

Ifa . 50. 10.

r Micah 7. 7 , 8 , 9. There-

fore I will look unto the Lord ;

I will wait for the God of my

falvation : my God will hear

me.-Rejoice not against me,

O mine enemy: when I fall,

I fhall arife : when I fit in

darknefs, the Lord fall be a

light unto me. I will bear

the indignation of the Lord,

becauſe I have finned against

him, until he plead my cauſe,

and execute judgment for me :

he will bring me forth to the

light, and I fhall behold his

righteoufnefs. Ifa . 54. 7, 8.

I 3
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CHAP. XIX.

Of the Law of God.

OD gave to Adam a law, as a covenant of

works, by which he bound him and all

his pofterity to perfonal, entire , exact and per-

petual obedience ; promifed life upon the fulfil-

ling, and threatened death upon the breach of it;

and endued him with power and ability to keep

it².

II. This law, after his fall, continued to be

a perfect rule of righteoufnefs ; and, as fuch,

was delivered by God upon mount Sinai in ten

commandments, and written in two tables"; the

I. a Gen. 1. 26. And God

faid, Let us make man in our

image, after our likeness :-

Gen. 2. 17. But of the tree of

the knowledge of good and

evil, thou shalt not eat of it :

for in the day that thou eat-

eft thereof, thou shalt furely

die. Rom. 2. 14, 15. For

when the Gentiles which have

not the law, do by nature the

things contained in the law ,

thefe having not the law, are a

law unto themſelves. Which

fhew the work of the law

written in their hearts, their

confcience alfo bearing wit-

nefs, and their thoughts the

mean while accufing, or elfe

excufing one another . Rom.

10. 5. For Mofes defcribeth

the righteouſneſs which is of

the law ; That the man which

doeth thoſe things, fhall live

by them. Rom. 5 12, 19.

Wherefore , as by one man

fin entered into the world, and

death by fin , and fo death

paffed upon all men, for that

all have finned .-For as by

one man's difobedience ma-

ny were made finners ; fo by

the obedience of one, fhall

many be made righteous. See

alfo Gal. 3 IC, 12. Eccl. 7.

12. and Job 28. 28.

II. b Jam. 1.25 . But whofo

looketh into the perfect law of
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four first commandments containing our duty

towards God, and the other fix our duty to

manc.

III. Befide this law, commonly called moral,

God was pleaſed to give to the people of Ifrael,

as a church under age, ceremonial laws, con-

taining ſeveral typical ordinances, partly of wor-

ſhip, prefiguring Chrift , his graces, actions,

ſufferings and benefits " ; and partly holding forth

liberty, and continueth therein,

hebeing not a forgetful hearer,

but a doer of the work, this

man ſhall be bleffed in his deed.

James 2. 8 , 10, 11, 12. If ye

fulfil the royal law, according

to the fcripture, Thou fhalt

love thy neighbour as thyfelf,

ye do well -for whofoever

fhall keep the whole law, and

yet offend in one point, he is

guilty of all . Rom. 3. 19.

Now we know that what

things foever the law faith, it

faith to them who are under

the law. Rom. 13. 8 , 9.-

Deut. 5. 32. Ye fhall obferve

to do therefore as the Lord

your God hath commanded

you ye fhall not turn afide

to the right hand or to the

left. and chap. 10. 4. And he

wrote on the tables, accord-

ing to the first writing, the

ten commandments, which

the Lord fpake unto you in the

mount, out of the midst of

the fire , in the day of the af-

fembly: and the Lord gave

them unto me. Exod. 34, I.

c Mat. 22. 37, 38, 39, 40.

Jefus faid unto him, Thou

fhalt love the Lord thy God

with all thy heart, and with

all thy foul, and with all thy

mind.-This is the first and

great commandment -And

the fecond is like unto it, Thou

fhalt love thy neighbour as

thyfelf.-On theſe two com-

mandments, hang all the law

and the prophets . Exod . 20.

3 to 18.

III. d Heb. 10. I. For the

law having a fhadow of good

things to come, and not the

very image of the things, can

never with thofe facrifices,

which they offered year by

year continually, make the

comers thereunto perfect. Gal.

4. 1 , 2, 3. Now I fay, that

the heir as long as he is a child

differeth nothing from a fer-

vant, though he be lord of all :

But is under tutors and go-

vernors, until the time ap-

pointed of the father.- Even

fo we, when we were chil-

dren, were in bondage under

the elements of the world ;

Col. 2. 17. Which are a fhз-

dow of good things to come ;
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divers inſtructions of moral duties . All which

ceremonial laws are now abrogated under the

New Teſtament .

IV. To them alſo, as a body politic, he gave

fundry judicial laws, which expired together

with the ftate of that people, not obliging any

other, now, further than the general equity

thereof may require".

V. The moral law doth for ever bind all , as

well juſtified perfons as others, to the obedience

thereof" ; and that not only in regard of the

but the body is of Chriſt. Heb.

9th chap.

e I Cor. 5. 7. Purge out

therefore the old leaven, that

ye may be a new lump, as ye

are unleavened : for even

Chrift our paffover is facrificed
for us. 2 Cor. 6. 17. Where-

fore come out from among

them, and be ye feparate, faith

the Lord, and touch not the

unclean thing : and I will re-
ceive you.

f Col. 2. 14, 16, 17. Blot-

ting out the hand-writing of

ordinances, that was againſt

us, which was contrary to us,

and took it out of the way,

nailing it to his crofs . Let no

man therefore judge you in

meat, or in drink.- Which

are a fhadow of thingsto come;

but the body is of Chrift.

Eph. 2. 15 , 16. Having a-

bolifhed in his flesh the en-

mity, even the law of com-

mandments, contained in or-

dinances, for to make in him-

felf of twain , one new man,

fo making peace ; and that he

might reconcile both unto

God in one body, by the cross,

having flain the enmity there-

by.

IV. g See Exod. 21ft chap.

and 22d chap. ft to the 29th

verfc . Gen. 49. 10. The

fceptre fhall not depart from

Judah, nor a lawgiver from

between his feet, until Shiloh

come; and unto him fall the

gathering of the people be.

Mat. 5. 38, 39, Ye have

heard, that it hath been faid,

An eye for an eye, and a tooth

for a tooth : but I fay unto

you, that ye refift not evil,

I Cor. 9, 8, 9, 10.

V. h Rom. 13. 8, 9. See

above in letter b. 1 John 2.

3, 4, 7, 8. And hereby do

we know, that we know him,

if we keep his command-

ments. Hethat faith , I know

him, and keepeth not his com

mandments, is a liar, and the
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matter contained in it, but alſo in refpect of the

authority of God the Creator who gave it ' . Nei-

ther doth Chrift in the gofpel any way diffolve,

but much ftrengthen, this obligation .

VI. Although true believers be not under the

law as a covenant of works, to be thereby jufti-

fied or condemned ' ; yet is it of great uſe to them,

as well as to others ; in that, as a rule of life , in-

forming them of the will of God and their duty,

It directs and binds them to walk accordingly" ;

diſcovering alſo the finful pollutions of their na-

ture, hearts and lives" ; fo as, examining themfelves

truth is not in him. Brethren,

I write no new command-

ment unto you , but an old com-

mandment which ye had from

the beginning. Rom. 3. 31. and

6. 15. Do we then make void

the law through faith ? God

forbid: yea, we eſtabliſh the

law. What then ? fhall we

fin, becauſe we are not under

the law but under grace ? God

forbid .

i Jam. 2. 10. II. See in let .

ter b.

k Mat. 5. 18. For verily

I fay unto you, Tillheaven and

earth pafs, one jot or one tit-

tle fhall in no wife pafs from

the law, till all be fulfilled . v.

19. Whofoever therefore fhall

break one of thefe leaft com.

mandments, and ſhall teach

men fo, he fhall be called the

leaft in the kingdom of hea-

ven : but whofoever fhall do,

and teach them, the fame fhall

be called great in the kingdom

of heaven. Jam. 2. 8. Rom. 3 .

31.

VI. 1 Rom. 6. 14. For fin

fhall not have dominion over

you : for ye are not under the

law, but under grace . Rom .

8. 1. There is therefore now

no condemnation to them

which are in Chrift Jefus, who

walk not after the flesh , but af-

ter the Spirit . See alſo Gal .

4.4, 5. and Acts 13. 39.

m Rom. 7. 12 , 22, 25.

Wherefore the law is holy ;

and the commandment is ho-

ly, and juft and good. Pfal .

119. 5. O that my ways were

directed to keep thy ftatutes!

I Cor. 7. 19. Circumcifion is

nothing, and uncircumcifion is

nothing, but the keeping of

the commandments of God.

Gal . 5. 14, 18, 19, 20, 21 ,

22, 23 .

n Rom. 7. 7. What ſhall we

fay then ? is the law fin ? God
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thereby, they may come to further conviction

of, humiliation for, and hatred against fin"; to-

gether with a clearer fight of the need they have

of Christ, and the perfection of his obedience”.

It is likewife of ufe to the regenerate, to re-

ftrain their corruptions ; in that it forbids fin ;

and the threatenings of it ferve to fhew what

even their fins deferve , and what afflictions in

this life they may expect for them, although

freed from the curfe thereof threatened in the

law'. The promiſes of it, in like manner, thew

them God's approbation of obedience, and what

bleffings they may expect upon the performance

forbid. Nay, I had not known

fin but by the law, for I had

net known luft, except the

law had faid, Thou shalt not

covet. Rom. 3. 20.-For bythe

law is the knowledge of fin.

o Rum. 7. 9, 14, 24. For I

was alive without the lawonce,

but when the commandment

came, fin revived, and I died .

For we know that the law is

fpiritual : but I am carnal, fold

under fin . O wretched man

that I am! who fhall deliver

me from the body of this

death ?

P Gal. 3. 24. Wherefore

the law was our ſchoolmaster,

to bring us unto Chrift , that we

might be juftified by faith .

Rom. 8. 3, 4. For what the

Jaw could not do , in that it

was weak through the flesh,

God fending his own Son in

the likeness of finful flesh , and

for fin, condemned fin in the

flesh . That the righteouſneſs

of the law might be fulfilled in

us, who walk not after the

flesh, but after the Spirit . Rom.

7. 24, 25.

For he that¶Jam. 2. 11.

faid, Do not commit adultery ,

faid alfo, Do not kill. Nowif

thou commit no adultery, yet

if thou kill, thou art become

a tranfgreffor of the law. Pial .

119, 128. Therefore I efteem

all thy precepts concerning all

things to be right ; and I hate

every falfe way.

r Ezra 9. 13 , 14. And

after all that is come upon us

for our evil deeds, and for our

great trefpafs, feeing that thou

our God, haft punished us lefs

than our iniquities deferve, and

haft given us fuch deliverance

as this. Should we again

break thy commandments, and



THE CONFESSION OF FAITH. 95

thereof ; although not as due to them by the

law as a covenant of works ' : ſo as a man's doing

good, and refraining from evil, becauſe the law

encourageth to the one, and deterreth from the

other, is no evidence of his being under the law,

and not under grace' .

VII. Neither are the aforementioned uſes of

the law contrary to the grace of the goſpel, but

do fweetly comply with it" ; the Spirit of Chriſt

fubduing and enabling the will of man to do

that freely and cheerfully, which the will of

join in affinity with the people

ofthefe abominations ? Would-

eft not thou be angry with us

till thou hadst confumed us , fo

that there should be no remnant

nor efcaping ? Pfal . 89, 30, 31 ,

32, 33, 34.

f Pfal. 37. 11. But the

meek fhall inherit the earth ;

and fhall delight themfelves in

the abundance of peace. Pfal.

19. 11. Moreover by them is

thy fervant warned ; and in

keeping ofthem there is great

reward. Lev. 26. to the 14th

verfe, and Eph. 6. 2. Mat. 5.

5.

t Gal . 2. 16. Knowing that

a man is not juftified by the

works of the law, but by the

faith of Jefus Chrift , even we

have believed in Jefus Chrift,

that we might be juftified by

thefaith of Chrift, and not by

the works of the law for by

the works of the law fhall no

flesh be justified.

v Rom. 6. 12 , 14. Let not

fin therefore reign in your

mortal body, that you should

obey it in the lufts thereof.-

For fin fhall not have dominion

over you for ye are not un-

der the law, but under grace.

Heb. 12. 28 , 29. Wherefore,

we receiving a kingdom which

cannot be moved, let us have

grace, whereby we may ſerve

God acceptably, with rever-

ence and godly fear . For
our God is confuming fire.

1 Pet. 3. 8, 9, 10, 11 , 12,

Pfal. 34. 12, 13 , 14, 15, 16.

VII w Gal. 3 21. Is the

law then against the promiſes

of God? God forbid for if

there had been a law given

which could have given life ,

verily righteoufneſs ſhould have

been by the law. Tit. 2. 11 ,

12, 13 , 14.
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God, revealed in the law, requireth to be

done*.

CHAP. XX.

OfChristian Liberty, and Liber-

ty ofConscience.

HE liberty which Chrift hath purchaſed

THEfor believers under the goſpel conſiſts in

their freedom from the guilt of fin , the con-

demning wrath of God, the curfe of the moral

law ; and in their being delivered from this pre-

fent evil world, bondage to Satan, and dominion

of fin , from the evil of afflictions, the fting of

death, the victory of the grave, and everlaſting

x Ezek. 36. 27. And I will

put my Spirit within you, and

caufeyouto walk in my ftatutes,

and ye fall keep my judg-

ments and do them. Heb. 8.

IO. For this is the covenant

that I will make with the houſe

of Ifrael, after thoſe days faith

the Lord, I will put my laws

into their mind, and write them

in their hearts ; and I will be

to them a God, and they fhall

be to me a people . Jer. 31 .

33.

I. a Tit. 2. 14. Who gave

himſelf for us, that he might

redeem us from all iniquity :

and purify unto himſelf a pe-

culiar people, zealous of good

works. Gal. 3. 13. Chrift

hath redeemed us from the

curfe of the law : being made

a curfe for us for it is written,

Curled, &c.

b Gal. 1. 4. Who gave

himfelf for our fins, that he

might deliver us from this pre-

fent evil world, according to

the will of God, and our Fa-

ther. Acts 26. 18. To open

their eyes, and to turn them

from darkness to light, and

t
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damnation ; as alfo in their free accefs to God ',

and their yielding obedience unto him , not out

of flavish fear, but a child-like love, and a willing

mind . All which were common alfo to be-

lievers under the law ; but under the New

Teftament, the liberty of Chriftians is further

enlarged in their freedom from the yoke of the

ceremonial law, to which the Jewish church was

fubjected ; and in greater boldneſs of acceſs to the

throne of grace", and in fuller communications of

from the power of Satan unto

God, that they may receive

forgiveness of fins, and inheri-

tance among them which are

fanctified , by faith that isin me.

Rom. 6. 14. For fin fhall not

have dominion over you : for

ye are not under the law, but

under
grace.

c Pfal. 119. 71. It is good

for me, that I have been af

Aicted that I might learn thy
Statutes. I Cor. 15. 54 55.

ver. 56. The ting of death

is fin ; and the ftrength of fin

is the law, v. 57 But thanks

be to God, which giveth us the

victory through our Lord Jefus
Christ . Rom. 8. I.

d Romi 5. 2. By whom

alfo we have access by faith in-

to this grace wherein we

ftand

e Rom . 8. 14, 15. For as

many as are led by the Spirit

of God, they are the fons of

God. For ye have not

ceived the fpirit of bondage

again to fear ; but ye have

received the Spirit of adoption ,

re-

whereby we cry, Abba, Fa-

ther. 1 John 4. 18. There

is no fear in love ; but perfec

love cafteth out fear : becaufe

fear hath torment : He that

feareth is not made perfect in

love.

f Gal 3 9, 14. So then

they which be of faith, are

bieffed with faithful Abraham .

That the bleffing of Abraham

might come on the Gentiles

through Jefus Chrift ; that we

might receive the promife of

the Spirit through faith.

g Gal. 5. 1. Stand faft there-

fore in the liberty wherewith

Chrif hath made us free, and

be not entangled again with

the yoke of bondage. Acts 15.

10, II. Now therefore , why

tempt ye God, to put a yoke

upon the neck of the difciples,

which neither our fathers nor

we were able to bear ? Gal. 4. I ,

2, 3 , 6.

h Heb. 4. 14, 16. Seeing

then that we have a great High

Priest, that is paffed into .

the heavens, Jefus the Sox of

K
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the free Spirit of God, than believers under the

law did ordinarily partake of'.

II. God alone is Lord of the confcience , and

hath left it free from the doctrines and command-

ments of men which are in any thing contrary

to his word, or befide it, in matters of faith or

worship'. So that to believe fuch doctrines, or

to obey fuch commandments out of confcience,

is to betray true liberty of confcience" ; and the

God, let us hold faft our pro-

feflion. Let us therefore come

boldly unto the throne of

grace, that we may obtain

mercy, and find grace to help

in time of need. Heb. 10. 19,

20. Having therefore , bre-

thren, boldness to enter into

the holicft bythe blood of Je-

fus, by a new and living way

which he hath confecrated for

us, through the vail, that is to

fay, his flesh .

i John 7. 38, 39. He that

believeth on me, as the fcrip-

túre hath faid, out of his belly

thail flow rivers of living

water. But this fpake he of

the Spirit , which they that

believe on him ſhould receive ;

for the Holy Ghoſt was not

yet given, becauſe that Jefus was

not yet glorified. 2 Cor. 3. 13 ,

17,18.

Ilk Rom. 14. 4. Who art

thou that judgeft another

man's fervant ? to his own

mafter he ftandeth or falleth.

Yea, he fhall be holden up ;

for God is able to make him

fland.

1 Acts 4. 19. But Peter

and John aufwered and faid

unto them, Whether it be

right in the fight of God, to

hearken unto you more than

unto God, judge ye. Acts 5.

29. Then Peter and the other

apoftles anfwered and faid ,

We ought to obey God, ra-

ther than men. 1 Cor. 7. 23.

Mat. 23. 8, 9 , 10. 2.Cor. 1. 24.

Mat. 15.9.

m Col. 2. 20, 22, 23 .

Wherefore, if ye be dead with

Chrift from the rudiments of

the world ; why, as though

living in the world, are ye

fubject to ordinances, Which

all are to perifh with the ufing,

after the commandments, and

doctrines of men ?-Which

things have indeed a fhew of

wifdom in will-worship, and

humility, and neglecting of

the body, not in any honorto

the fatisfying of the flesh. Gal.

1. 10. For do I now perfuade

men, or God ? or do I feek

to pleaſe men? for if I yet

pleafed men, I should not be

the fervant of Chrift. Gal.
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requiring of an implicit faith, and an abfolute and

blind obedience, is to deflroy liberty of confci-

ence, and reaſon alſo".

III. They who, upon pretence of Chriſtian

liberty , do practiſe any fin, or cheriſh any luft ,

do thereby deſtroy the end of Chriſtian liberty ;

which is, that, being delivered out of the hands

of our enemies, we might ferve the Lord with-

out fear, in holinefs and righteoufnefs before

him, all the days of our life".

IV. And becauſe the powers which God hath

ordained , and the liberty which Chrift hath pur-

chafed, are not intended by God to deftroy, but

mutually to uphold and preferve one another ;

they who, upon pretence of Chriftian liberty,

fhall oppofe any lawful power, or the lawful ex-

2. 4. And that becauſe of

falfebrethren unawares brought

in, who came in privily to

fpy out our liberty, which we

have in Christ Jefus, that they

might bring us into bondage.
Sce Gal. 5. I.

n ifa. 8, 20. To the law

and to the teftimony : if they

fpeak not according to this

word, it is becauſe there is no

light in them. Acts 17. II .

Theſe were more noble than

thofe in Theffalonica, in that

they received the word with

all readiness of mind, and

fearched the fcriptures daily,

whether thofe things were fo.

John 4. 22. Ye worship ye
know not what : we know

what we worship ; for falva-

tion is of the Jews. See alſo

Hof, 5. 11. with Rev. 13. 12,

16, 17.

III. o Gal . 5. 13. For, bre-

thren, ye have been called up-

to liberty ; only ufe not liberty

for an occafion to the flesh, but

by love ferve one another.

1 Pet. 2. 16. As free, and

not ufing your liberty for a

cloke of malicioufnefs, but as

the fervants of God . Luke 1.

74, 75. That he would grant

unto us, that we, being de-

livered out of the hands of our

enemies, might ferve him

without fear,-in holinefs and

righteoufnefs before him, all

the days of our life, 2 Pet.

2. 19. John 8. 34.

K. 2
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ercife of it, whether it be civil or ecclefiaftical,

refift the ordinance of God". And for their

publiſhing of fuch opinions, or maintaining of

fuch practices, as are contrary to the light of

nature, or to the known principles of Chriftiani-

ty, whether concerning faith, worship or con-

verfation; or to the power of godliness; or fuch

erroneous opinions or practices, as, either in

their own nature, or in the manner of publiſh-

ing or maintaining them, are deſtructive to the

external peace and order which Chrift hath efta-

bliſhed in the church ; they may lawfully be

IV. p 1 Pet. 2. 13, 14, 16.

Submit yourſelves to every

ordinance of man for the

Lord's fake: Whether it be

to the king, as ſupreme ;-

or unto governors, as unto

them that are fent by him for

the punishment of evil doers,

and for the praiſe of them that

do well. As free, and not

ufing your liberty for a cloke

of malicioutnefs, but as the

fervants of God. Heb. 13. 17 .

Obey them that have the rule

over you, and fubmit your-

felves ; for they watch for

your fouls, as they that muſt

give account : that they may

do it with joy, and not with

grief; for that is unprofit-

able for you. See alfo Rom.

13. 1. to the Eth verfe.

g Rom. 1. 32. Who know-

ing thejudgment of God, that

they which comn.it fuch

things are worthy of death,

not only do the fame, buc

have pleaſure in them that do

them. 1 Cor. 5. I , 5 , 11, 13.

It is reported commonly that

there is fornication among you,

and fuch fornication as is not

fo much as named amongst the

Gentiles, that one ſhould have

his father's wife.- To deliver

fuch an one unto Satan for the

deftruction of the ficfh, that

the fpirit may be faved in the

day of our Lord Jefus.-But

now I have written unto you,

not to keep company, if any

man that is called a brother,

be a fornicator, or covetous,

or an idolater, or a railer, or

a drunkard , or an extortioner,

with fuch an one, no not to

cat. But them that are with-

out God judgeth . Therefore

put away from among your
felves that wicked perfon ,
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called to account, and proceeded againſt by the

cenfures of the church".

СНАР. XXI.

Of religious Worship, and the

Sabbath-Day.

THE

light of nature fheweth that there is a

God, who hath lordship and fovereignty

over all ; is good, and doeth good unto all ; and

is therefore to be

upon, trufted in,

and with all the

feared, loved, praifed, called

and ferved with all the heart,

foul, and with all the mightª.

r 2 Theff. 3. 14. And if

any man obey not our word

bythis epiftle, note that man,

and have no company with

him, that he may be afham-
ed. Tit. 3. 10. A man that

is an heretick, after the firſt

and fecond admonition, re-

ject.

1. a Rom. 1. 20. For the

invifible things of him from

the creation of the world are

clearly feen, being underſtood

by the things that are made,

even his eternal power and god-

head; fo that they are with-

out excufe Pfal. 119. 68.

Thou art good,and doeft good;

teach me thy ftatutes. Jer. 10..

7. Who would not fear thee,

O King of nations ? for tothee

doth it appertain ; forafmuch

as among all the wife men of

the nations, and in all their

kingdoms there is none like un-

to thee. Pfal. 1. 23. O love

the Lord, all ye his faints ;

for the Lord preſerveth the

faithful, and plentifully re-

wardeth the proud doer. Pfal.

18. 3. Rom. 10. 12. Pfal ,.

62. 8. Josh. 24. 14. Mark 12.

38.

K 3
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But the acceptable way of worshipping the true

God is inſtituted by himſelf, and fo limited by

his own revealed will, that he may not be wor-

ſhipped according to the imaginations and devices

of men, or the fuggeſtions of Satan, under any

visible repreſentation or any other way not pre-

ſcribed in the holy fcripture".

II. Religious worship is to be given to God,

the Father, Son and Holy Ghost ; and to him a-

lone : not to angels, faints or any other crea-

ture" : and fince the fall, not without a Media-

tor ; nor in the mediation of any other but of

Chriſt alone".

com-

b Deut. 12. 32. What thing

foever I command you , obferve

to do it thou shalt not add
thereto, nor diminish from

it. Mat. 15. 9. But in vain

do they worship me, teach

ing for doctrines the

mandments of men. Mat.

4. 9, IO. And faith unto

him, All theſe things will I

give thee, if thou wilt fall

down and worship me.- Then

faith Jefus unto him, Get thee

hence Satan ; for it is writ-

ten, Thou shalt worship the

Lord thy God, and him only

fhalt thou ferve. See alfo Deut.

15. to the 20th verfe, and

Exod. 20. 4, 5, 6.

II. c John 5. 23. That all

men fhould honour the Son,

even as they honour the Father.

He that honoureth not the

Son, honoureth notthe Father

which hath fent him. 2 Cor.

13. 14. The grace of the

Lord Jefus Chrift, and the

love of God, and the com-

munion of the Holy Ghoſt be

with you all. Amen. Mat.

4. 10. Rev. 5. 11, 12 , 13.

d Col. 2. 18. I.et no man

beguile you of your reward,

in a voluntary humility, and

worfhipping of angels. Rev.
19. IO. And I fell at his feet

to worship him. And he faid

unto me, See thou do it not ; I

am thy fellow-fervant, and of

thy brethren that have the

teftimony of Jefus : worship

God : Rom. I. 25. Who

changed the truth of God into

a lie , and worshipped and

ferved the creature more than

the Creator, who is bleffed for

ever. Amen.

no

e John 14. 6. Jefus faith un-

to him, I theam way, and

the truth, and the life :

man cometh unto the Father,

but by me. 1 Tim. 2. 5. For

there is one God, and one Me-

diator between God and man,
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III. Prayer with thankſgiving, being onefpecial

part of religious worship , is by God required

of all men" ; and that it may be accepted, it is

to be made in the name ofthe Son", by the help

of his Spirit' , according to his will , with under-

ſtanding, reverence, humility, fervency, faith,

love and perfeverance' ; and, if vocal, in a known

tongue".

:

IV. Prayer is to be made for things lawful",

and for all ſorts of men living , or that ſhall live

the man Chrift Jefus. Eph. 2.

18. For through him we both

have accefs by one Spirit unto

the Father.

III. f Phil. 4. 6. Be careful

for nothing ; but in every

thing by prayer and fuppli-

cation with thankfgiving, let

your requeſts be made known

unto God.

g Pfal. 65. 2. O thou that

heareft prayer, unto thee fhall

all flesh come.

h John 14. 13, 14. And what-

foeverye shall afk in myname,

that will I do, that the Father

may be glorified in the Son.

Ifye fhall afk any thing in my

name, I will do it.

i Rom. 8. 26. Likewife

the Spirit alfo helpeth our in-

firmities, for we know not

what we fhould pray for as we

ought ; but the Spirit itfelf

maketh interceffion for us, with

groanings which cannot be ut-

teréd.

k1 John 5. 14. And this

is the confidence that we have

in him, that if we afk any thing

according tohis will, he hea

reth us.

1 Pfal. 47. 7. For God is

the King of all the earth : fing

ye praifes with underſtanding.

Heb. 12. 28. Let us have grace

whereby we may ferve God

acceptably with reverence and

godly fear . Gen. 18. 27.-

have taken upon me to ſpeak

unto the Lord, which am but

duft and afhes. Jam, 5. 16.—

The effectual fervent prayer of

a righteous man availeth much.

Eph. 6. 18. Praying always

with all prayer and fupplica-

tion in the Spirit, and watching

thereunto with all perfeverance
and fupplication for all faints.

See allo Jam. 1. 6, 7. Mark

II. 24. Mat. 6. 12, 14, 15.

Col. 4.2.

m 1 Cor. 14. 14. For if I

pray in an unknorun tongue,

my fpirit prayeth, but my un-

derftanding is unfruitful.

IV.n 1 John 5. 14. And

this is the confidence that we

have in him, that if we aſk
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hereafter" ; but not for the dead?, nor for thoſe of

whom it may be known that they have finned the

fin unto death" .

V. The reading of the fcriptures with godly

fear ; the found preaching , and conſcionable

hearing of the word, in obedience unto God, with

underſtanding, faith and reverence ' ; finging of

any thing according to his will, not ſay, that he ſhall pray for
he heareth us.

OI Tim. 2. I , 2. I exhort

therefore that first of all, fup-

plications, prayers, interceffions,

and giving ofthanks, be made

for all men :-For kings and

for all that are in authority ;

that we may lead a quiet and

peaceable life in all godliness

and honeſty.

p 2 Sam. 12. 21 , 22 , 23 .

Thenfaid his fervants unto him,

What thing is this that thou

haft done ? Thou didst faft and

weep forthe child while it was

alive ; but when the child was

dead, thou didst arife and eat

bread. And he faid, While

the child was yet alive, I fafted

and wept for I faid, Who can

tell whether God will be gra-

cious to me, that the child may

live? But now he is dead,

wherefore fhould I faft ? can I

bring him back again ? I fhall

go to him , but he fhall not re-
turn to me. Luke 16. 25, 26.

and Rev. 14. 13.

q1 John 5. 16. If any man

fee his brother fin a fin which

is not unto death, he fhall afk

and he fhall give him life for

them that fin not unto death.

There is a fin unto death ; I do

it.

V.r Ads 15. 21. For Mofes

of old time hath in every city .

them that preach him, being

read in the fynagogues every

fabbath-day. Rev. 1. 3. Bleffed

is he that readeth , and they that

hearthe words ofthis prophecy,

and keep those things which are

written therein ; for the time

is at hand.

f 2 Tim . 4. 2. Preach the

word; be inftant in feafon,

out offeafon ; reprove, rebuke,

exhort, with all long-ſuffering,

and doctrine.

t Jam. I. 22. But be ye

doers of the word, and not

hearers only, deceiving your

own felves. Acts 10. 33. Im-

mediately therefore I fent to

thee ; and thou haft well done

that thou art come. Now

therefore are we all here pre-

fent before God, to hear all

things that are commanded

thee of God. Heb. 4. 2. For

unto us wasthe goſpel preached,

aswell as unto them but the

word preached did not profit

them, not being mixed with

faith in them that heard it.

Mat. 13. 19. Ifa . 66. 2. -
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pfalms with grace in the heart ' ; as alfo, the

due adminiſtration and worthy receiving of the

facraments inflituted by Christ ; are all parts of

the ordinary religious worship of God" : befides

religious oaths and vows , folemn faftings , and

thanksgivings upon fpecial occafions " ; which are,

in their feveral times and feafons, to be ufed in

an holy and religious manner".

VI. Neither prayer nor any other part of reli-

gious worship, is now, under the gospel, either

tied unto, or made more acceptable by any place.

in which it is performed, or towards which it is

v Col. 3. 16. Let the word

ofChrift dwell in you richly in

all wiſdom ; teaching and ad-

monishing one another in

pfaims, and hymns, and fpiritual

fongs ; finging with grace in

your hearts to the Lord. Eph.

5. 12. Jam. 5. 13.

w Mat. 28. 19. Go ye there-

fore and teach all nations, bap-

tizing them in the name ofthe

Father, & ofthe Son, and ofthe

Holy Ghost. Acts 2. 42. And

they continued ftedfaftly in the

apostles' doctrine and fellowſhip

and in breaking of bread, and
in prayers. I Cor. 11. 23. to

verfe 29.

x Deut. 6. 13. Thou fhalt

fear the Lord thy God, and

ferve him, and fhalt fwear by
his name.

y Eccl. 5. 4. When thou

voweft a vow unto God, de-

fer not to pay it, for be bath no

pleafure in fools ; pay that
which thou haft vowed. Ver..

5. Better is it that thou ſhould-

eft not vow, than that thou

fhouldeft vow, and not pay.

Ads 18. 18.

z Joel 2. 12. Therefore

alfo now, faith the Lord, Turn

ye even to me with all your

heart, and with fafting, and

with weeping and with mourn-

ing. Mat. 9. 15. Can the

children of the bride - chamber

mourn, as long as the bride-

groom is with them ? But the

days will come when the bride-

groom fhall be takenfrom them ,

and then fhall they faft. 1 Cor.

7. 5. Defraud ye not one the

other, except it be with confent

for a time, that ye may give

yourſelves to fafting andprayer:

and conie together again, that

Satan tempt you not for your

incontinency.

a Pfal. 107. throughout.

b Heb. 12. 28. Wherefore

wereceiving a kingdom which
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directed : but God is to be worshipped every

where" in fpirit and in truth ; as in private fami-

lies daily , and in fecret each one by himſelf",

fo more folemnly in the public affemblies, which

are not carelessly or willfully to be neglected or

forfaken, when God, by his word or providence,

calleth thereunto .

cannot be moved, let us have

grace, whereby we may ferve

God acceptably with reverence

and godly fear.

VI. cJohn 4. 21. Jefus faith

unto her, Woman believe nie,

the hour cometh wher ye fhall

neither in this mountain, nor

yet at Jerufalem, worfhip the
Father.

d Mal. 1. II. From the ri-

fing of the fun even to the

going down of the fame my

name fallbe great among the

Gentiles ; and in every place in

cenfe fall be offered unto my

name, and a pure offering : for

my name fhall be great among

the heathen, faith the Lord of

hofts. I Tim. 2. 8. I will

therefore that men pray every

where, lifting up holy hands

without wrath and doubting.

e John 4. 23 , 24. But the

hour cometh, and now is,

when the true worshippers

fhall worship the Father in fpirit

and in truth for the Father

feeketh fuch to worship him.-

God is a Spirit, and they that

worship him, muft worship him

in fpirit and intruth.

f Jer. 10. 25. Pour out thy

fury upon the heathen that

know thee not, and upon the

families that call not on thy'

name. Job 1. 5. And it was

fo, when the days of their feaft-

ing were gone about, that

Jon fent and fanctified them,

and rofe up early in the morn-

ing, and offered up burnt -offer-

ings according to the number of

them all : for Job faid, It may

be that my fons have finned

and curfed God in their hearts.

Thus did Job continually. 2

Sam. 6. 18.

as David had made an end of

offering burnt offerings and

peace-offerings , he bleffed the

people in the name ofthe Lord

of hofts. Ver. 20. Then

David returned to blefs his

houſehold.

And as foon

g Mat, 6.11 . Give us this

day our daily bread. Jof. 24-

15.

h Mat. 6. 6. But thou when

thou prayeft, enter into thy

clofet, and whenthou hast shut

thy door, pray to thy Father

which is in fecret, and thy Fa-

ther which feeth in fecret fhall

reward thee openly. Eph. 6.

18.

i Ifa. 56. 7.- Mine houfe

fhall be called an houfe of

prayer for all people . Heb. 10.

25. Not forfaking the affem-
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VII. As it is of the law of nature, that, in

general, a due proportion of time be ſet apart for

the worship of God ; fo, in his word, by a pofi-

tive, moral and perpetual commandment, bind-

ing all men in all ages, he hath particularly ap-

pointed one day in feven for a fabbath, to be

kept holy unto him : which, from the beginning

of the world to the refurrection of Chrift, was

the last day of the week ; and, from the refur-

rection of Chrift, was changed into the first day

of the week', which in fcripture is called the

bling of ourſelves together, as

the manner offome is ; but ex-

hortingone another : andſo much

the more as ye fee the day ap-

proaching. Prov. 8. 34. Bleffed

is the man that heareth me,

watching daily at my gates,

waitingat the poſts ofmy doors.

Acts 2. 42. And they continued

ftedfaftly in the apoftles' doc-

trine and fellowſhip , and break-

ing of bread, and in prayers.

VII kSee the 4th command .

ment in Exod. 20. 8 , 9 , 10,

II. Ifa. 56. 2, 4. Bleffed is

the man that doeth this , and

the fon of man that layeth hold

on it that keepeth the fab-

bath from polluting it, and

keepeth his hand from doing a

ny evil. For thus faith the Lord

unto the Eunuchs that keep

my fabbaths, and chooſe the

things that pleafe me, and take

hold of my covenant. IL .

56. 6 ,

1 Gen. 2. 3. And God blef-

fed the feventh day and fanc-

tified it : becaufe that in it he

had refted from all his work,

which God created and made .

1 Cor . 16. I , 2. Now con-

cerning the collection for the

faints, as I have given order

to the churches of Galatia,

even fo do ye.-Upon the first

day of the week, let every one

of you lay by him in ftore, as

God hath profpered him , that

there be no gatherings when

I come. Acts 20. 7. And up-

on the firſt day of the week,

when the difciples came toge-

therto break bread, Paul prea-

ched unto them, ready to de-

part on the morrow, and con-

tinued his fpeech until mid-

night.
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Lord's day , and is to be continued to the end

to the world, as the chriftian fabbath".

VIII. This fabbath is then kept holy unto the

Lord, when men, after a due preparing of their

hearts, and ordering of their common affairs be-

fore-hand, do not only obferve an holy reft all

the day from their own works, words, and

thoughts, about their worldly employments and

recreations ; but alfo are taken up the whole

time in the public and private exerciſes of his

m Rev. I. IO. I was in

the Spirit on the Lord's day ;

and heard behind me a great

voice, as of a trumpet.

n Exod. 20. 8. 10. (Sec let

ter k) Mat. 5. 17. 18. Think not

that I am come to destroy the

law or the prophets : I am

not come to deftroy, but to

fulfil. For verily fay unto

you, Till heaven and earth

pafs, one jot or one tittle fhall

in no wife pafs from the law

till all be fulfilled.

VIII.o Exod. 16. 23 , 25 , 26,

29, 30. Andhe faid unto them

This is that which the Lord

hath faid, To-morrow is the

reft of the holy fabbath unto

the Lord: bake that which

you willbake to-day, and feethe

that ye will feethe ; and

that which remaineth over,

lay up for you to be kept un-

til the morning.- And Mofes

faid, Eat that to-day ; for to-

day is a fabbath unto the Lord ;

to-day ye fhall not find it in

the field.-Six days e fhall

gather it , but on the feventh

day which is the fabbath, in it

there fhall be none.-See, for

that the Lord hath given you

the fabbath, therefore he

giveth you on the fixth day,

the bread of two days : A-

bide ye every man in his place,

let no man go out of his place

on the feventh day,-So the

people reſted on the ſeventh

day. Exod. 31. 15 , 16. Six

days may work be done ; but

in the feventh is the fabbath of

reft, holy to the Lord ; who-

foever doeth any work in the

fabbath day, he fhall furely be

put to death. Wherefore the

children of Ifrael fhall keep

the fabbath, to obferve the

fabbath throughout their ge-

nerations, for a perpetual co-

veniant. a. 58. 13. Neh.

13. 15, 16, 17 , 18, 19 , 21,

22.
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worship, and in the duties of neceffity and mer-

cy .

CHA P. XXII.

Oflawful Oaths and Vows.

A

Lawful oath is a part of religious wor-

fhip , wherein upon juft occafion, the

perfon fwearing, folemnly calleth God to wit-

neſs what he afferteth or promiſeth ; and to judge

him according to the truth or falsehood of what

he fweareth'.

II. The name of God only is that by which

men ought to fwear, and therein it is to be uſed

with all holy fear and reverence : therefore to

p Ifai . 58. 13. Ifthou turn

away thy foot from the fab-

bath, from doing thy pleaſure

on my holy day, and call the

fabbath a delight, the holy of

theLord, honourable ; and fhalt

honour hin, not doing thine

own ways, nor finding thine

own pleaſure, nor fpeaking

thine own words. Mat. 12. I.

to the 13th verſe.

I. a Deut. 10. 20. Thou

fhalt fear the Lord thy God,

him fhalt thou ferve, and to

him shalt thou cleave, and

fwear by his name.

b Exod, 20. 7. Thou shalt

L

not take the name ofthe Lord

thy God in vain ; for the Lord

will not hold him guiltless that

taketh his name in vain . Lev.

19. 12. And ye shall not fwear

by my name falfely, neither

fhalt thou prophane, the name

of thy God : I am the Lord.

2 Cor. 1. 23. Moreover I

call. God for a record upon my

foul, that to spare you,

came not as yet unto Corinth.

See alfo 2 Chron. 6. 22, 23.

II. c Deut. 6. 13. Thou

fhalt fear the Lord thy God,

and ferve him , and fhalt

fwear by his name.



110 THE CONFESSION OF FAITH.

ſwear vainly or rafhly by that glorious and dread-

ful name, or to fwear at all by any other thing,

is finful , and to be abhorred". Yet as, in mat-

ters of weight and moment, an oath is warrant-

ed by the word of God under the New Teſtament,

as well as under the Old , ſo a lawful oath , being

impoſed by lawful authority, in fuch matters

ought to be taken .

III. Whofoever taketh an oath ought duly to

confider the weightinefs of fo folemn an act, and

therein to avouch nothing but what he is fully

purfuaded is the truth . Neither may any man

bind himself by oath to any thing but what is

good and juft, and what he believeth fo to be,

and what he is able and refolved to perform".

d Jer. 5. 7 How fhall I

pardon thee for this ? thy

children have forfaken me, and

fworn bythemthat are no Gods :

when I fed them to the full,

then they committed adultery,

and affembled themfelves by

troops in the harlots ' houſes.

Jam. 5. 12. But above all

things, my brethren, fwear

not, neither by heaven, nei-

ther by the earth , neither by

any other oath but let your

yea, be yea, and your nay,

nay; left ye fall into con-

demnation. See the 3rd com-

mandment in Exod . 20 7.

e Heb. 6. 16. For men

verily wear by the greater :
and an oath for confirmation

is to them an end of all ſtrife.

Ifa. 65. 16.

f 1 Kings 8. 3t. If any

man trefpafs against his neigh-

bour, and an oath be laid up-

on him to cauſe him to fwear,

and the oath come before thine

altar in this houſe . Ezra 10.

5. Then aroſe Ezra , and

made the chief pricfts, the

Levites, and all Ifrael to

ſwear, that they ſhould do ac-

cording to this word ; and

they ſware.

III. g Jer. 4. 2. Andthou

fhalt fwear ; The Lord liveth,

in truth , in judgment, and in

righteoufnefs; and the na-

tions fhall bless themfelves in

him, and in him fhall they

glory . See alfo Exod . 20. 7 .

h Gen, 24 2, 3 , 9. And

Abraham faid unto his eldeft

fervant of his houſe, that ruled
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Yet it is a fin to refuſe an oath touching any

thing that is good and juft, being impofed by

lawful authority' .

IV. An oath is to be taken in the plain and

common fenfe of the words, without equivo-

cation or mental refervation . It cannot oblige

to fin ; but in any thing not finful , being taken,

it binds to performance, although to a man's

own hurt': nor is it to be violated, although

made to hereticks or infidels" .

-

over all that he had, Put, I

pray thee, thy hand under my

thigh: And I will make thee

fwear by the Lord, the God

of heaven, and the God of

the earth, that thou fhalt

not take a wife unto my fon,

of the daughters of the Ca-

naanites amongſt whom I

dwell. And the fervant put

his hand under the thigh of

Abraham his mafter, and

fware to him concerning that

matter.

i Numb. 5. 19, I. And

the prieft fhall charge her by

an oath, and fay unto the wo-

man, If no man hath lien with

thee, and if thou haft not

gone afide to uncleannefs with

another inftead of thy hufband,

be thou free from this bitter

water that cauſeth the curfe.

-Thenthe priest fhall charge

the woman with an oath of

curfing, and the priest fhall

fay unto the woman , The Lord

make thee a curfe, and an

oath among thy people, when

the Lord doth make thy thigh

to rot and thy belly to fwell.

Neh. 5. 12. Then I called the

priests, and took an oath of

them, that they fhould do ac-

cording to this purpoſe.

IV. k Pfal. 24. 4. He that

hath clean hands, and a pure

heart; who hath not lift up

his foul to vanity nor fwor

deceitfully. Jer. 4. 2. let. g.

1 Pfal. 15. 4. In whofe eyes

a vile perfon is contemned ;

but he honoureththem that fear

the Lord : be that fweareth to

bis own hurt, and changeth
not. I Sam. 25. 22 , 32 , 33 ,

34.

m Ezek. 17. 16, 18, 19 .

As I live, faith the Lord God,

furely in the place where

the king dwelleth that made

him king, whofe oath he de

fpifed, and whoſe covenant he

brake, even with him in the

midst of Babylon he fhall die.

Seeing he defpifed the oath,

by breaking the covenant,

(when lo, he had given his

hand, ) and hath done all thefe

things , he fhall not efcape.

Joh . 9. 18, 19. 2 Sam. 21. I

L 2
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V. A vow is of the like nature with a pro-

miffory oath, and ought to be made with thelike

religious care, and to be performed with the

like faithfulneſs".

VI. It is not to be made to any creature,

but to God alone" : and that it may be accepted,

it is to be made voluntarily, out of faith, and

confcience of duty, in way of thankfulneſs for

mercy received, or for obtaining of what we

want; whereby we more strictly bind ourſelves

to neceffary duties, or to other things, fo far

and fo long as they may fitly conduce thereun-

to".

V. n Ifa. 19. 21. And the

Lord fhall be known to Egypt,

and the Egyptians fhall know

the Lord in that day, and

fhall do facrifice and oblation,

yea, they fhall vow a vow un-

to the Lord, and perform it.

Eccl. 5. 4, 5 , 6. When thou

voweft a vow unto God, defer

not to pay it for be bath no

pleafure in fools ; pay that

which thou haft vowed. Better

is it that thou fhouldeft not

vow, than that thou fhouldeft

vow, and not pay. Pfal. 66.

13 , 14. I will pay theemyvows,

which my lips have uttered,

and my mouth hath fpoken

when I was in trouble. Pfal.

61. 8.

V. o Pfal. 76. 11. Vow

and pay unto the Lord your

God; let all that be round a-

bout him bring prefents unto

him that ought to be feared.

Jer. 44. 25, 26.

p Deut. 23. 21. 23. When

thou fhalt VOW a vow un-

to the Lord thy God, thou

fhalt not flack to pay it : for

the Lord thy God will furely

require it of thee ; and it

would be fin in thee. That

which is gone out of thy lips,

thou shalt keep and perform,

even a free-will-offering, ac-

cording as thou haft vowed

unto the Lord thy God, which

thou haft promifed with thy

mouth. Pfal. 50. 14. Offer

unto God thankſgiving, and

pay thy vows unto the Moft

High. Gen. 28. 20, 21 , 22.

And Jacob vowed a vow, fay-

ing , If God will be with me,

and will keep me in this way

that I go, and will give me

bread to eat, and raiment to

put on; fo that I come a-

gain to my father's houſe in
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VII. No man may vow to do any thing for-

bidden in the word of God, or what would hin-

der any duty therein commanded, or which is

not in his own power, and for the performance

whereof he hath no promife or ability from

God . In which refpects, popith monaftical

vows of perpetual fingle life , profeffed pover-

ty, and regular obedience, are fo far from being

degrees of higher perfection, that they are fuper-

ftitious and finful fnares, in which no Chriftian

may entangle himſelf".

peace : then fhall the Lord be

my God. And this ftone which

I have fetfor a pillar, fhall be

God's houfe: and of all that

thou shalt give me, I will fure

ly give the tenth unto thee.-

Compare with the above.

Sam. 1. 11. & Pfal. 132. 2, 3,

4,5-

I

VII, q Acts 23. 12. And

when it was day, certain of

the Jews banded together, and

bound themfelves under a

curfe, faying, That they would

neither eat nor drink, till they

L

had killed Paul. Mark 6. 26 .

And the king was exceeding

forry , yet for his oath's fake,

and for their fakes which fat

with him , he would not reject

her. See alfo Num. 30. 5, 8

12, 13.

r1 Cor. 7. 2 , 9. Neverthe-

lefs, to avoid fornication , let

every man have his own wife,

and let every woman have her

own hufbind. But if they

cannot contain , let them mar-

ry for it is better to marry

than to burn. I Cor. 7.23.

3
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CHA P. XXIII.

Of the Civil Magistrate.

Go

OD, the fupreme Lord and King of all the

world, hath ordained civil magiftrates to

be under him over the people, for his own glory

and the public good , and to this end, hath armed

them with the power of the fword, for the de-

fence and encouragement of them that are good ,

and for the punishment of evil -doers".

II. It is lawful for Chriftians to accept and

execute the office of a magiftrate, when called

thereunto"; in the managing whereof, as they

ought eſpecially to maintain piety, juſtice and

peace, according to the wholefome laws of each

I. a Rom. 13. 1. 3 , 4. Let

every foul be fubject unto the

higher powers. For there is

no power but of God: the

powers that be, are ordained of

God. For rulers are not a ter-

ror to good works, but to the

evil. Wilt thou then not be

afraid of the power ? Do that

which is good, and thou fhalt

have praife of the fame :-For

he is the minifter of God to

thee for good. But if thou do

that which is evil, be afraid ;

for he beareth not the fword

in vain: for he is the minifter

of God, arevenger, to execute

wrath upon him that doeth

evil . 1 Pet . 2. 13 , 14. Submit

yourfelves to every ordinance

of man for the Lord's fake :

Whether it be to kings as fu

preme;-Or unto governors,

as unto them that are fent by

him, for the puniſhment of

evildoers, and for the praiſe of

themthat do well .

II, b Prov. 8. 15. By me

kings reign , and princes decree

justice . Verfe 16. By me

princes rule, and nobles, even

all the judges of the earth . See

in letter a.
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commonwealth ,, fo, for that end, they may law-

fully, now under the New Testament, wage war

uponjuft and neceffary occafions".

III . Civil magiſtrates may not affume to them-

felves the adminiftration of the word and facra-

ments ; or the power of the keys of the king-

dom of heaven ; or, in the leaft, interfere in

matters of faith". Yet as nursing fathers, it is

e Pfalm 82. 3. 4. Defend the

poor and fatherless : do juftice

to the afflicted and needy.-

Deliver the poor and needy :

rid them out ofthe hand ofthe

wicked . 2 Sam. 23. 3. The

God of Ifrael faid, the Rock of

Ifrael fpake to me, He that

Fuleth over men must be juſt

ruling inthe fear of God. See

1 Pet 2. 13. let . a.

d Luke 3. 14. And the fol-

diers likewife demanded of

him, faying, And what fhall

we do ? And he faid unto them,

Doviolence to no man . neither

accufe any falfely, and be con
tent with your wages. Mat.

8. 9 and 10. at large. For I
am a man under authority,

having foldiers under me : and

I fayto this man , Go, and he

goeth; and to another, Come,

and he cometh : and to my

fervant, Do this, and he doeth

it. Acts 10. I, 2. Rom . 13.

4.

III. e 2 Chron. 26. 18. And

they withstood Uzziah the

king, and faid unto him, It

appertaineth not unto thee,

Uzziah, to burn incenfe unto

the Lord, but to the priests,

the fons of Aaron, that are

confecrated to burn incenſe ;

go out of the fanctuary, for

thou haft trefpaffed : neither

fhall it be for thinehonour from

the Lord God.

f Mat 16. 18 , 19. at large.

And I will give unto thee the

keys of the kingdom of hea-

ven and whatfoever thou fhalt

bind on earth , fhall be bound

in heaven : and whatfoever

thou thalt loofe on earth , fhall

be loofed in heaven. I Cor. 4.

1, 2. 1.et a man fo account of

us, a ofthe minifters of Chrift,

and ftewards of the myſteries

of God.-Moreover it is re-

quired in ftewards, that a man

be found faithful.

g John 18. 36. Jefus an-

fwered My kingdom is not of

this world. Mal. 2. 7. For

the priest's lips fhould keep

knowledge, and they ſhould

feek the law at his mouth; for

he is the meffenger ofthe Lord

of hofts. Acts 5. 29. Then

Peter and the other apoftles

anſwered and ſaid, We ought

to obey God rather than men.'
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pre-

the duty of civil magiftrates to protect the church

of our common Lord, without giving the

ference to any denomination of Chriſtians above

the rest in fuch a manner, that all ecclefiaftical

perfons whatever fhall enjoy the full, free, and

unquestioned liberty of difcharging, every part

of their facred functions, without violence or

danger". And, as Jefus Chrift hath appointed

a regular government and difcipline in his church,

no law of any commonwealth, fhould interfere

with, let, or hinder, the due exercife thereof,

among the voluntary members of any denomina-

tion of Chriflians, according to their own pro-

feffion and belief¹ . It is the duty of civil

magiſtrates to protect the perfon and good name

of all their people, in fuch an effectual manner

as that no perfon be ſuffered , either upon pré-

tence of religion or infidelity, to offer any in-

dignity, violence, abufe or injury to any other

perfon whatſoever : and to take order, that all

religious and ecclefiaftical affemblies be held

without moleftation or disturbance .

IV. It is the duty of the people to pray for

h Ifa. 49. 23. And kings

fhall be thy nurfing fathers

and their queens thy nurfing

mothers.

i Pfal. 105. 15. Touch not

mine anointed, and do my pro-

phets no harm. Acts 18. 14,

15. at large.

k 2 Sam. 23. 3. I Tim. 2.

J and 2. at large. Rom. 13.4.

at large.
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magiftrates', to honour their perfons", to pay

them tribute and other dues", to obey their law-

ful commands, and to be fubject to their authori-

ty, for confcience' fake® . Infidelity or difference in

religion, doth not make void the magistrate's

juſt and legal authority, nor free the people from

their due obedience to him": from which eccle-

fiaftical perfons are not exempted"; much leſs

hath the Pope any power or juriſdiction over

them in their dominions, or over any of their

people ; . and leaſt of all to deprive them of their

IV. 1 1 Tim. 2. 1, 2. I ex-

hort therefore, that first of all

fupplications, prayers, intercef-

fions and giving of thanks be

made for all men : for kings,

andfor allthat are in authority;

that we may lead a quiet and

peaceable life in all godlinefs

and honefty.

m 1 Pet. 2. 17. Fear God.

Honour the king.

n Rom. 13. 6, 7. For, for

this caufe, pay you tribute alfo;

for they are God's minifters

attending continuallyupon this

very thing.-Render therefore

to all their dues, tribute to

whom tribute is due, cuftom

eto whom cuftom, fear to whom

fear, honour to whom honour.

o Rom. 13. 5. Wherefore

ye muft needs be fubject, not

only for wrath, but alfo for

confcience' fake. Tit. 3. 1.

Put them in mind to be fub-

ject to principalities and pow-

ers, to obey magiftrates, to be

ready to every good work.

p 1 Pet. 2. 13, 14, 16. Sub-

mit yourselves to every ordi

nance of man for the Lord's

fake , whether it be tothe king

as fupreme;-Or unto gover-

nors, as unto them that are

fent by him, for the puniſh-

ment of evil- doers, and for

the praiſe of them that do well.

As free, and not using theirli-

berty for a cloke of maliciouf-

nefs , but as the fervants of

God.

q Rom. 13. I. Let every

foul be ſubject unto the higher

powers. Acts 25. 10, 11.

Then faid Paul, I ſtand at

Cæfar's judgment feat, where

I ought to be judged; to the

Jews have I done no wrong,

as thou very well knoweft.-

For if I be an offender, or have

committed any thing worthy

of death, I refufe not to die ;

but if there be none of thefe

things whereof thefe accufe



118 THE CONFESSION OF FAITH.

dominions or lives, if he ſhall judge them to be

hereticks, or upon any other pretence whatfo-

ever".

CHA P. XXIV.

Of Marriage and Divorce.

MAR

ARRIAGE is to be between one man and

one woman : neither is it lawful for any

man to have more than one wife, nor for any wo-

man to have more than one huſband, at the fame

time".

II. Marriage was ordained for the mutual

help of husband and wife"; for the increaſe of

mankind with a legitimate iffue, and of the

church with an holy feed'; and for preventing of

uncleannefs".

me, no man may deliver me

unto them. I appeal unto

Cæfar.

r2 Theff. 2. 4. Who op-

pofeth and exalteth himſelf

above all that is called God,

or that is worshipped ; fo that

he as God, fitteth in the tem-

ple of God , fhewing himſelf
that he is God. Rev. 13. 15,

16, 17 , 18. And he had pow-

er to give life unto the image,

&c.

I. a 1 Cor. 7. 2. Mark 10. 6,

7. at large.

II. b Gen. 2. 18. And the

Lord God faid, It is not good

that the man ſhould be alone ;

I will make him an help meet

for him.

c Mal. 2. 15. And did not

he make one ? yet had he the

refidue of the Spirit ; and

wherefore one ? that he might

feek a godly feed ; therefore

take heed to your ſpirit, and
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III. It is lawful for all forts of people to

marry who are able with judgment to give their

confent , yet it is the duty of Chriſtians to marry

only in the Lord . And, therefore, fuch as

profeſs the true reformed religion fhould not

marry with infidels, papifts, or other idolaters :

neither fhould fuch as are godly be unequally

yoked, by marrying with ſuch as are notoriouſly

wicked in their life, or maintain damnable here-

fies .

IV. Marriage ought not to be within the

degrees of confanguinity or affinity forbidden in

the word" ; nor can fuch incestuous marriages

ever be made lawful by any law of man, or con-

fent of parties, fo as thofe perfons may live

let none
deal treacherously

against the wife of his youth .

d I Cor. 7. 2. 9. Neverthe-

lefs , to avoid fornication , let

every man have his own wife,

and let every woman have her

own huſband. But if they

cannot contain , let them marry;

for it is betterto marry than to
burn.

III. e 1 Tim. 4. 3. Forbid-

ding to marry. Gen. 24. 57,

58. Andthey faid, We will call

the damfel, and enquire at

her mouth. And they called

Rebecca, and faid unto her,

Wilt thou go with this man ?

And the faid, I will go.

f 1 Cor. 7. 39. The wife is

bouud bythe law as long asher

huſband liveth ; but if her huf-

bind be dead, he is at liberty

to be married to whom she will;

only in the Lord .

g Gen. 34. 14. Exod. 34.

16. 2 Cor. 6. 14. Be ye not

unequally yoked together with

unbelievers ; for what fellow.

fhip hath righteoufnefs with

unrighteoufnefs ? and what

communion hath light with

darknefs ? Compare 1 Kings

11. 4. Neh. 13. 25 26 , 27.

IV. h Lev. 18 chap . 1 Cor.

5. I. It is reported common-

ly that there is fornication

among you , and fuch fornica-

tion as is not fo much as named

among the Gentiles, that one

ſhould have his father's wife.
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together, as man and wife' . The man may not

marry any of his wife's kindred nearer in blood

than he may of his own, nor the woman of her

hufband's kindred nearer in blood than of her

own .

V. Adultery or fornication, committed after

a contract, being detected before marriage, giveth

juft occafion, to the innocent party, to diffolve

that contract'. In the cafe of adultery after

marriage, it is lawful for the innocent party to fue

out a divorce", and after the divorce to marry

another, as ifthe offending party were dead".

i Mark 6. 18. For John

had faid unto Herod, It is not

lawful forthee to have thy bro-

ther's wife. Lev. 18. 24, 25 ,

26, 27, 2S.

k Lev. 20. 19, 20 , 21. And

thou fhalt not uncover the

nakedness of thy mother's fifter,

nor of thy father's fifter, for

he uncovereth his near kin ;

they fhall bear their iniquity.

And if a man fhall lie with his

uncle's wife, he hath uncovered

his uncle's nakednefs ; they

fhall bear their fin, they fhall

die childlefs . And if a man

fhall take his brother's wife,

it is an unclean thing : he

hath uncovered his brother's

nakednefs, they fhall be child-

lefs.

V. 1 Mat. 1. 18, 19, 20 .

Now the birth of Jefus Chrift

was on this wife ; When as his

mother Mary was efpoufed to

Jofeph, before they came to-

gether, he was found with

child ofthe Holy Ghoft. Then

Jofeph her huſband, being a

juft man, and not willing to

make her a public example,

was minded to put her away

privily. But while he thought

on theſe things, behold the an-

gel of the Lord appeared unto

him in a dream, faying, Jo-

feph thou fon of David, fear

not to take unto thee Mary

thy wife, for that which is

conceived in her, is of the

Holy Ghoft .

m Mat. 5. 31 , 32. It hath

been faid, Whofoever ſhall put

away his wife, let him give

her a writing of divorcement .

But I fay unto you, that who-

foever fhall put away his wife,

faving for the caule of fornica-

tion , caufeth her to commit

adultery : and whofoever fhall

marry her that is divorced,

committeth adultery.

n Mat. 19. 9. And I fay

unto you, Whofoever fhall put

away his wife, except it be

for fornication, and fhall marry
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VI. Although the corruption of man be fuch

as is apt to ſtudyarguments, unduly to put aſunder

thofe whom God hath joined together in marriage ;

yet nothing but adultery, or fuch wilful defertion

as can no way be remedied by the church or

civil magistrate, is caufe fufficient of diffolving

the bond of marriage ; wherein a public and

orderly courſe of proceeding is to be obſerved ;

and the perfons concerned in it, not left to their

own wills and difcretion in their own cafe".

another, committeth adultery :

and whofoever marrieth her

which is put away, doth com-

mit adultery. Rom. 7. 2, 3.

VI. o Mat. 19. 8. He faith

unto them , Mofes, becauſe of

the hardness of your hearts,

fuffered you to put away your

wives ; but from the beginning

it was not fo. 1 Cor. 7. 15.

But if the unbelieving depart,

let him depart. A brother or

a fifter is not under bondage

in fuch cafes : but God hath

called us to peace. Mat. 19.

6. Wherefore they are no more

twain , but oue flesh. What

therefore God hath joined

together, let no man put afun-

der

p Ezra 10. 3. Now there-

fore let us make a covenant with

our God, to put away all the

wives, and ſuch as are born of

them, according to the counfel

of my lord, and of thoſe that

tremble at the commandment

of our God, and let it be done

according to the law.

M
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.

CHA P. XXV.

Ofthe Church.

THE catholic or univerfal church, which is

THEinvifible, confifts of the whole number of

the elect, that have been, are, or ſhall be gathered

into one, under Chriſt the head thereof ; and is

the ſpouſe,the body,the fulneſs ofhim that filleth

all in all'.

II. The vifible church, which is alſo catholic

or universal under the gospel, (not confined to

one nation as before under the law) confiſts of all

thofe throughout the world , that profefs the true

religion , together with their children ; and is the

I. a Eph. 1. TO, 22, 23.

That in the difpenfation of the

fulness of times, he might ga.

ther together in one all things

in Christ, both which are in

heaven, and which are on

earth, even in him. And hath

put all things under his feet,

and gave him to be the head

over all things to the church.

Which is his body, the fuinefs

of him that filleth all in all.

Col. 1 18. And he is the

head of the body, the church :

Eph. 5. 23, 27. 32.

I!. b I Cor. 1. 2. Unto

the church of God which is at

Corinth , to them that are

fanctified in Chrift Jefus, cal-

led to be faints, with all that

in every place, call upon the

name ofJefus Christ our Lord,

both theirs and ours. 1 Cor. 12.

12, 13. For as thebody is one,

and hath many members, and

all the members of that one

body, being many, are one

body ; fo alfo is Chrift.-For by

one Spirit, are we all baptized

into one body, whether we be

Jews or Gentiles, whether we

be bond or free , and have

been all made to drink into

one Spirit. Pfal. 2. 8. Afk

of me ; and I fhall give thee

the heathen for thine inherit-

ance, and the uttermoft parts
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kingdom of the Lord Jefus Chrift", the houſe and

family of God", out of which there is no ordina

ry poffibility of falvation .

III. Unto this catholic visible church, Chriſt

hath given the miniſtry, oracles , and ordinances of

God, for the gathering and perfecting of the

faints, in this life, to the end of the world : and

doth by his own prefence and Spirit, according

to his promife, make them effectual thereunto".

of the earthfor thy poffeffion.

Rom. 15. 9, 10, 11 , 12.

c 1 Cor. 7. 14. For the un-

believing hufband is fanctified

by the wife, and the unbe-

lieving wife is fanctified bythe

hufband: elfe were your chil-

dren unclean ; but now are

they holy. Acts 2. 39. For

the promiſe is unto you, and

to your children , and to all

that are afar off, even as many

as the Lord our God Thall

call. Gen. 17. 7. And I will

eltablifh my covenant between

me and thee; and thy feed af-

ter thee, in their generations,

for an everlafting covenant ;

to be a God unto thee, and to

} thy feed after thee. Rom. 11.

16. For if the firft fruit be

holy, the lumpis alfo bbly; and

if the root be holy, fo are the

branches . Gál. 3. 7, 9, 14.

Rome 4. throughout.

d Mat. 13. 47. Again, the

kingdom of heaven is like un-

to a net that was caft into the

fea, and gathered of every

kind. Ifa. 9. 7.

e Eph. 2. 19. Now there-

fore ye are no more ſtrangers

and foreigners, but fellow-citi-

zens with the faints, and of

the ' houfhold of God. Eph.

3. 15. Of whom the whole fa

mily in heaven and earth is

named. Prov. 29. 18. Where

there is no vifion, the people

perish : but he that keepeth

the law, happy is he .

f Acts 2. 47. And the Lord

added to the church daily fuch

as fhould be faved.

II. g Eph. 4. 11. And he

gave fonie, apofties: and ſome,

prophets; and fome, evangelifts;

and fome, paftors and teachers;

Verfe 12. For the perfecting of

the faints, for the work of the

miniftry, for theifying of

the body of Chrift : verfe 13.

Till we all come in the unity

of the faith, and of the know-

ledge of the Son of God, unto

a perfect man, untothe mea-

fure of the ftature of the ful-

nefs of Chrift . Ifai . 59. 21 .

Asfor me, this is my covenant

with them, faith the Lord,

My Spirit that is upon thee , and

mywords which I have put in

thy mouth, fhall not depart

M 2
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IV. This catholic church hath been fome-

times more, fometimes lefs , visible". And par-

ticular churches, which are members thereof,

are more or lefs pure, according as the doctrine

of the gospel is taught and embraced, ordinances

adminiſtered, and public worſhip performed

more or leſs purely in them' .

V. The pureft churches under heaven are

fubject both to mixture and error* : and fome

have fo degenerated , as to become no churches

out of thy mouth, nor out of

the mouth of thy feed, nor

out of the mouth of thy feed's

feed, faith the Lord, from

henceforth and for ever. Mat.

28. 19, 20.

IV. h Rom. 11. 3 , 4. Lord,

theyhave killed thy prophets,

and digged down thine altars;

and I am left alone, and they

feek my life. But what faith the

anfwer of God unto him ? I

have referved unto myſelf

feven thousand men, who

have not bowed the knee to

the image of Baal. Rev. 12. 6,

14. And the woman fled in-

to the wdernefs, where the

hath a place prepared of God,

that they fhould feed her there

a thousand two hundred and

threefcore days. And to the

woman were given two wings

of a great eagle, that the

might fee into the wilderneſs

into her place : where he is

nourished for time, and

times, and half a time, from

the face of the ferpent. Acts

9. 31.

i1 Cor. 5. 6, 7. Your glo

rying is not good ; know ye

not that a little leaven leaveneth

the whole lump ? -Purge out

therefore the old leaven, that

ye may be a new lump, as ye

are unleavened. For even

Chrift our paffover is facrificed

for us . Rev. 2d and 3d chap-

ters throughout.
ForV. k I Cor. 13. 12.

now we fee through a glaſs

darkly ; but then face to face :

now Iknow in part ; but then

fhall I know even as alfo I am

known. (Rev. 2d and 3d chap-

ters. ) Mat. 13. 24, 25, 26,

27 , 28, 29 , 30, 47. Another

parable put he forth untothem,

faying, The kingdom of hea
ven is likened unto a man

which fowed good feed in his

field : But while men flept,

his enemy came and fowed

tares among the wheat, and

went his way.-But when the

blade was fprung up, and

brought forth fruit, then ap-

peared the tares alfo, &c.
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of Chrift, but fynagogues of Satan' . Neverthe-

leſs, there ſhall be always a church on earth, to

worship God according to his will ".

VI. There is no other head of the church but

the Lord Jefus Chrift". Nor can the pope of Rome,

in any fenfe be head thereof; but is that anti-

chrift , that man of fin, and fon of perdition,

that exalteth himfelf, in the church, againit

Christ, and all that is called God".

verfe 47. Again, the kingdom

of heaven is like unto a net

that was caft into the fea, and

gathered of every kind.

I Rev. 18. 2. And he cried

mightily, with a trong voice,

faying, Babylon the great is

fallen, is fallen, and is become

the habitation of devils, and

the hold of every foul fpirit,

and a cage of every unclean

and hateful bird. Rom. II.

18, 19, 20, 21 , 22.

m Mat. 16. 18. And I lay

alfo unto thee, that thou art

Peter, and upon this rock I

will build my church: and

the gates of hell fhall not pre-

vail against it. Pfal. 102, 28.

The children of thy fervants

fhall continue, and their feed

fhall be eftablished before thee.

Mat. 28. 19, 20.

the firft-born from the dead ;

that in all things he might

have the pre-eminence. Eph.

1. 22. And hath put all things

under his feet, and gave him

to be the head over all things

to the church.

o Mat. 23. 8, 9. 10. But

te not ye called Rabbi : for

one is your maſter, even Chrift ,

and all ye are brethren.-And

tall no man your father upon

the earth: for one is your Father

which is in heaven.-Neither

be ye called mafters : for one

is your mafter, even Chriſt. 2

Theff. 1.2, 3, 4, 8 , 9. Grace un-

to you, and peace from God

our Father, and the Lord Jefas
Chrift. We are bound to

thank God always for you,

brethren, asit is meet, becaufe

that your faith groweth ex-

teedingly, and the charity of

every one of you all towards

each other aboundeth.

M 3

Vi . n Col. 1. 18. And he

is the head of the body, the

church ; ■ .ho is the beginning,
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CHAP. XXVI.

Of the Communion of Saints.

A

LL faints that are united to Jefus Chrift

their head, by his Spirit and by faith, have

fellowship with him in his graces , fufferings,

death, refurrection and glory" : and, being united

to one another in love, they have communion in

each others gifts and graces , and are obliged to

the performance of fuch duties, public and pri-

vate, as do conduce to their mutual good, both

in the inward and outward man .

1. a 1 John 1. 3. That

which we have feen and heard,

declare we unto you, that ye

alfo may have fellow fhip with

us: and truly our fellowship

is with the Father and with

his Son Jefus Chrift. Eph. 3 .

16, 17, 18, 19. That he

would grant you, according to

the riches of his glory, to be

ftrengthened with might, by

his Spirit in the inner-man;

that Chrift may dwell in

your hearts by faith. John

I. 16. And of his fulnefs have

all we received, and grace for

grace. Phil. 3. 10. That I

may know him, and the

power of his refurrection , and

the fellowship of his fufferings,

being made conformable unto
his death.

b Eph. 4. 15, 16. But

fpeaking the truth in love,

may grow up into him in all

things, which is the head,

even Chrift -From whom the

whole body fitly joined toge-

ther, and compacted by that

which every joint fupplieth,

according to the effectual

working in the meaſure of

every part, maketh increaſe of

the body, unto the edifying

itfelf in love.

CI Theff. 5. II, 14. Where.

fore comfort yourſelves toge

ther, and edify one another,

even as alfo ye do. Now we

exhort you, brethren, warn

them that are unruly, comfort

the feeble minded, fupport the

weak, be patient toward all

men. Gal. 7. 10. As we have



"
127,THE CONFESSION OF FAITH .

II. Saints, by profeffion, are bound to main-

tain an holy fellowship and communion in the

worship of God, and in performing fuch other

fpiritual fervices as tend to their mutual edifica-

tion"; as alfo in relieving each other in outward

things, according to their feveral abilities and ne-

ceffities. Which communion, as God offereth

opportunity, is to be extended unto all thoſe

who, in every place, call upon the name of the

Lord Jefus .

III. This communion which the faints have

with Chrift, doth not make them in any wife

partakers of the fubftance of his godhead, or to

be equal with Chrift in any reſpect : either of

therefore opportunity, let us

do good unto all men, efpeci-

ally unto them who are of the

houſehold of faith, 1 John 3 .

16, 17, 18.

11. d Heb. 10. 24, 25. And

let us confider one another, to

provoke unto love and to good

works -Not forfaking the

affembling of ourſelves toge.

ther, as the manner of fome

is; but exhorting one ano-

ther ; and fo muchthe more,

as you fee the day approach

ing. Acts 2. 42, 46. And

they continued ftedfaftly in

the apofties' doctrine and fel-

lowship, and in breaking of

bread, and in prayer.-And

they continued daily with one

accord in the temple, and

breaking of bread, from

houfe to houfe, did eat their

meat with gladneſs and ſingle-

nefs of heart. Ifa. 2. 3. 1 Cor.

II. 20.

e 1 John 3. 17. But whofo

hath this world's goods, and

feeth his brother have need,

and fhutteth up his bowels of

compaffion from him; how

dwelleth the love of God in

him ? Acts 11. 29, 30. Then

the difciples, every man ac-

cording to his ability, deter-

mined to fend relief unto the

brethren which dwelt in Judea.

Which alfo they did, and fent

it to the elders by the hands of

Barnabas and Saul . 2 Cor. 8

and 9 chapters
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which to affirm, is impious and blafphemous.

Nor doth their communion one with another, as

faints, take away , or infringe the title or pro-

perty which each man hath, in his goods and

poffeffions".

*

SAC

CHAP. XXVII.

Of the Sacraments.

ACRAMENTS are holy figns and feals of

the covenant of grace " , immediately infti-

HI. f Col. t. 18. 19. And

he is the head of the body, the

church: who is the beginning,

the firft-born from the dead,

that in all things he might

have the pre-eminence, 1 Cor.

8. 6. But to us there is but

one God, the Father, ofwhom

are all things, and we in him ;

and one Lord Jefus Chrift, by

whom are all things, and we

by him. Pfal. 45. 7. 1 Tim.

6. 16.

g Acts 5. 4, Whiles it re-

mained, was it not thine own ?

and after it was fold, was it

Dot in thine own power ?

Why haft thou conceived this

thing in thine heart ? Thou

haft not lied unto men, but

unto God.

1. a Rom. 4. II. And he

received the sign of circumci

hon, a feal of the righteoufnefs

of the faith which he had yet

being uncircumcifed : that he

might be the father of all

them that believe, though

they be not circumcifed; that

righteouſneſs might be imput

ed unto them alfo . Gen. 17.

7. And I will eſtabliſh my

covenant between me and thee,

and thy feed after thee in

their generations, for an ever-

lafting covenant ; to be a God

unto thee and to thy feed af

ter thee .
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tuted by God', to reprefent Chrift and his bene-

fits; and to confirm our intereſt in him'; as alſo

to put a viſible difference between thoſe that be-

long unto the church, and the reft of the world";

and folemnly to engage them to the fervice of

God in Chriſt, according to his word .

II. There is in every facrament a fpiritual

relation, or facramental union, between the

b Mat. 28. 19. Go ye there

fore and teach all nations, bap-

tizing them in the name of the

Father, and of the Son, and

of the Holy Ghoft. 1 Cor. 11 .

23. For I have received of the

Lord, that which alfo I have de-

livered unto you, that the Lord

Jefus, the fame night in which

he was betrayed, took bread.

e I Cor. 10. 16. The cup

of bleffing which we bleſs is

it not the communion of the

blood of Chrift ? The bread

which we break, is it not the

communion of the body of

Chrift ? I Cor. 11. 25. After

the fame manner alfo he took

the cup, when he had fupped,

faying, This cup is the New

Teftament in my blood : This

do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in

remembrance of me. ver. 26.

For as often as ye eat this

bread, and drink this cup, ye

do fhew the Lord's death till

he come. Gal. 3. 27. For as

many of you as have been bap-

tized into Chriſt , have put on

Chriſt.

d Exod. 12. 28. And when

a ftranger fhall fojourn with

thee, and will keep the paff-

over to the Lord, let all his

males be circumcifed , and

then let him come near and

keep it ; and he fhall be as

one that is born in the land :

for no uncircumcifed perfon

fhall eat thereof. I Cor. 5.

21. Ye cannot drink the cup

of the Lord, and the cup of

devils, ye cannot be partakers

of the Lord's table, and of the

table of devils.

e Rom. 6. 3. Know ye not,

that fo many of us as were

baptized into Jefus Chrift were

baptized into his death ? verfe

4. Therefore we are buried

with him by baptifm into

death ; that like as Chrift was

raifed up from the dead by the

glory of the Father, even fo

we alfo fhould walk in new-

nefs of life. 1 Cor. 10. 16,

The cup of bleffing which we

blefs, is it not the communion

of the blood of Chrift ? The

bread which we break, is it

not the communion of the bo-

dy of Chrift ? verfe 2. But

were all baptized unto Mofes

in the cloud and in the ſea.
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fign and the thing fignified; whence it comes to

pafs, that the names and effects of the one, are

attributed to the other .

III. The grace which is exhibited in, or by

the facraments, rightly ufed, is not conferred

by any power in them; neither doth the efficacy

of a facrament depend upon the piety or inten-

tion of himthat doth adminifter it , but upon the

work of the Spirit", and the word of inftitution,

which contains, together with a precept author-

ifing the ufe thereof, a promife of benefit to

worthy receivers '.

II. f Gen. 17. 1o. This is

my covenant, which ye fhall

keep between me and you,

and thy feed after thee : Every

man child among you, fhall

be circumcifed. Mat. 26. 27,

28. And hetook the cup, and

gave thanks, and gave it to

them, faying, Drink ye all of

it-For this is my blood of

the New Teftament which is

thed for many for the remiflion

of fins. Tit. 3. 5. Not by

works of righteoufnefs, which

we have done, but according

to his mercy he faved us by

the washing of regeneration,

and renewing of the Holy
Ghoſt.

III. g Rom. 2. 28, 29. For

he is not a Jew, which is one

outwardly neither is that

circumcifion, which is out-

'ward in the flefh: But he is

a Jew which is one inwardly;

and circumcifion is that of the

heart, in the fpirit, and wor

in the letter, whofe praiſe is

not of men, but of God. 1 Pet.

3. 21. The like figure where-

unto, even baptiſm, doth alſo

now fave us, (not the putting

away of the filth of the flesh,

but the anſwer of a good con-

fcience towards God) by the

refurrection of Jefus Chrift.

h Mat. 3. 11. Iindeed bap-

tize you with water unto re-

pentance, but he that cometh

after me, is mightier than 1,

whofe fhoes I am not worthy

to bear ; he hall baptize you

with the Holy Ghoft and with

fire . 1 Cor. 12. 13. For by

one Spirit are we all baptized

into one body, whether we be

Jews or Gentiles, whether we

be bond or free; and have been

all made to drink into one

Spirit.

i Mat. 26. 27, 28. See in
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IV. There be only two facraments ordained

by Christ our Lord in the goſpel, that is to fay,

baptiſm and the fupper of the Lord: neither of

which may be diſpenſed by any, but by a minifter

of the word, lawfully ordained .

V. The facraments of the Old Teſtament, in

regard of the fpiritual things thereby fignified

and exhibited, were, for ſubſtance, the fame

with thofe of the New'.

letter f. Mat. 28. 19. See in

letter b. verfe 20. Teaching

them to obferve all things

whatfoever I have commanded

you and lo, I am with you

alway, even to the end of the

world. Amen,

IV. k Mat. 28. 19. Go ye

therefore and teach all nations,

baptizing them in the name of

the Father, and of the Son,

and of the Holy Ghoft. 1 Cor.

11. 20, 23. When ye come

together therefore into one

place, this is not to eat the

Lord's Supper. For I have

received ofthe Lord Jefus, that

which alfo I delivered unto

you, that the Lord Jefus, the

fame night in which he was

betrayed took bread. I Cor.

4. I. Let a man fo account of

us, as of the ministers of

Chrift, and ſtewards of the

mysteries of God. Heb. 5 .

4. And no man taketh this

honour unto himfelf, but he

that is called of God, as was

Aaron.

·--

V. 11 Cor. 10. 1 , 2, 3, 4.

Moreover, brethren, I would

not that ye fhould be ignorant,

how that all our fathers were

under the cloud, and all paf-

fed through the fea ;-and

were all baptized unto Mofes

in the cloud and in the fea·

And did all eat the ſame ſpi-

ritual meat ; and did all

drinktheſame ſpiritual drink

(for they drank of that fpi-

ritual rock that followed them

and that rock was Chrift. )

I Cor. 5. 7, 8. Purge out

therefore the oid leaven, that

ye may be a new lump, as ye

are unleavened. For even

Chrift our paffover is facrificed

for us. Therefore let us keep

the fealt, not with old leaven ,

neither with the leaven of

malice and wickedness ; but

with the unleavened bread of

fincerity and truth.
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CHAP. XXVIII.

B

Of Baptism,

APTISM is a facrament of the New Teſta-

ment, ordained by Jefus Chriſt , not only

for the folemn admiffion of the party baptized

into the visible church , but alſo to be unto him

a fign and feal of the covenant of grace , of his

ingrafting into Chrift " , of regeneration , of re-

miflion of fins , and of his giving up unto God,

I. a Mat. 28. 19. Go ye

therefore and teach all nations

baptizing them in the name of

the Father, and of the Son,

and of the Holy Ghoft. Mat.

16. 16.

b.1 Cor. 12. 13. Forby one

Spirit are we all baptized into

one body, whether we be Jews

or Gentiles, whether we be

bond or free ; and have been

all made to drink into one Spi-

rit. Gal. 3. 27, 28.

c Rom. 4. II. And he re-

ceived the fignof circumcifion,

a feal of the righteoufnefs of

faith, which he had yet being

uncircumcifed: that he might

be the father of all them that

believe, though they be not

circumcifed: that righteouf

nefs might be imputed unto

them alfo. Compared with Col.

2. II, 12. In whom alfo ye

are circumcifed with the cir-

cumcifion made without hands,

in putting off the body of the

fins of the flesh , by the cir

cumcifion of Chrift :--- Buried

with him in baptiſm , wherein

alfo ye are rifen with him,

through the faith of the oper-

ation of God, who hath raiſed

him from the dead.

d. Gal. 3. 17. For as many

of you as have been baptized

into Chrift, have put on

Chrift. Rom. 6. 5. For if we

have been planted together in

the likeness of his death ; we

fhall be alfo in the likeness of

his refurrection.

e Tit. 3. 5. He faved us by

the waſhing of regeneration,

and renewing of the Holy

Ghoft.

f Acts 2. 38. Peter faid , Re-

pent and be baptized every one
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through Jefus Chrift, to walk in newness oflife":

which facrament is, by Chrift's own appointment,

to be continued in his church until the end of the

world" .

II. The outward element to be uſed in this

facrament is water, wherewith the party is to be

baptized in the name of the Father, and of the

Son, and of the Holy Ghoft, by a minifter of

the gofpel, lawfully called thereunto'.

III. Dipping of the perfon into the water is

not neceffary; but baptifm is rightly adminiſter-

ed by pouring, or fprinkling water, upon the

perfon .

of you in the name of Jefus

Chrift , for the remiffion of

fins. Mark 1. 4. Acts 22.

16.

g Rom. 6. 3, 4. Know ye

not, that fo many of us as

were baptized into Jefus Chrift

were baptized into his death ?

Therefore we are buried with

him by baptifm into death :

that like as Chrift was raiſed

up from the dead by the glory

of the Father, even fo we

alfo fhould walk in newnefs of

life,

h Mat. 28. 19, 20. Go ye

therefore and teach all nations

baptizing them in the name

ofthe Father, and of the Son,

and ofthe Holy Ghoit ;-teach

ingthem to obferve all things

whatſoever I have commanded

you, and lo, I am with you

always, even unto the end ofthe

world,

II. ▲ Acts 10. 47. Can any

man forbid water that theſe

fhould not be baptized, which

have received the Holy Ghoft.

Acts 8. 36, 38. And as they

went on their way, they came

unto a certain water : and the

eunuch faid, See here is water :

what doth hinder me to be bap-

tized? And he commanded the

chariot to ftand ftill: and they

went down both intothe water,

both Philip and the eunuch ;

and he baptized him . Mat. 28.

19. Go ye therefore and teach

all nations, baptizing them in

the name of the Father, and of

the Son, and of the Holy

Ghoft.

III.k Ads 2. 41. Then they

that gladly received his word,

were baptized : and the fame

day there were added unto

them about three thouſand fouls.

Acts 16. 33. And he took

them the fame hour of the

night, and washed beir stripes,

N
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IV. Not only thoſe that do actually profefs

faith in, and obedience unto Chrift', but alſo the

infants of one or both believing parents are to be

baptized".

V. Although it be a great fin to contemn cr

neglect this ordinance", yet grace and falvation

and was baptized, he and all

his ftraightway. Mark 7. 4.

And when they come from the

market, except they wath, ( or

be baptized) they eat not.

And many other things there

be, which they have received

to hold, as the washing (Greek

baptizing) ofcups and pots, and

of brafen veffels, and tables.

Heb. 9. 10, 19, 20, 21.

IV. 1 Mark 16. 15, 16.

And he faid unto them, Go ye

into all the world, and preach

the gospel to every creature .

He that believeth and is bap.

tized, fhall be faved. Acts

8. 37. And Philip faid, If

thou believeft with all thine

heart, thou mayeft. And he

anfwered and faid, I believe

that Jefus Chrift is the Son of

God.

m Gen. 17, 7 , 9. with Gal,

3. 9, 14. And I will eftab-

lifh my covenant between me

and thee, and thy feed after

thee, in their generations for

an everlasting covenant : tobe

a God unto thee and to thy

feed after thee. And God faid

unto Abraham, Thou shalt keep

my covenant therefore, thou,

and thy feed after thee, and

their generations.So then

they which be of faith, are

bleffed with faithful Abraham.

That the bleffing of Abraham

might come on the Gentiles

through Jefus Chrift ; that we

might receive the promiſe of

the Spirit through faith. Col.

2. 11 , 12. and Rom. 4. II, 12.

And he received the fign of

circumcifion, a feal of the

righteoufnefs of the faith

which he bad yet being uncir.

cumcifed : that he might be

the father of all them that

believe, though they be not

circumcifed ; that righteouf-

nefs might be imputed unto

them alfo : And the father

of circumcifion to them who

are not of the circumcifion

only, but who alſo walk in the

feps of that faith, of our fa-

ther Abraham, which be bad

being yet uncircumcifed. Acts

2. 38, 39. Repent, and be

baptized every one of you, in

the name of Jefus Chrift, for

the remiffion of fins, and ye

fhall receive the gift of the

Holy Ghoft.
For the pro-

mife is unto you , and to your

children , and to all that are

afar off, even as many as the

Lord our God fhall call . Acts

16. 15. Lydia, whofe heart

the Lord touched, and her
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are not fo infeparably annexed unto it, as that no

perfon can be regenerated or faved without it",

or that all that are baptized are, undoubtedly,

regnerated".

VI. The efficacy of baptifm is not tied to that

moment of time wherein it is adminiflered ; yet

notwithstanding, by the right ufe of this ordinance

the grace promifed is not only offered , but really

exhibited and conferred by the Holy Ghoft, to

fuch (whether of age or infants) as that grace

belongeth unto, according to the counſel of God's

own will, in his appointed time".

houſehold were baptized . Verfe

33. The Goaler and all his

were baptized . 1 Cor . 7. 14.

Mat. 28. 19. Mark 10. 13, 14,

15, 16. Luke 18. 15.

V. n Luke 7. 30. But the

Pharifees and lawyers rejected

the counfel of God agaiuft

themfelves, being not bap .

tized of him. Exod . 4. 24,

25, 26. And it came to pafs

by the way in the in , that

the Lord met him, and fought

to kill him. Then Zipporah

took a fharp ftone, and cut off

the foreskin of her fon, and

caft at his feet, and faid ,

Surely a bloody huſband art
thou to me. So he let him

go: then the faid A bloody

hufband thou art, becaufe ofthe

circumcifion.

o Rom. 4. II. And he

received the fign of circumci-

fion, a feal of the righteoufnefs

of the faith , which he had yet

being uncircumcifed : that he

might bethe father of allthem

that believe, though they be

not circumcifed ; that righteouf

nefs might be imputed unto

them alfo. Acts 10, 2 , 4, 22,

31 , 45, 47.

p Ads 8. 13 , 23.
Then

Simon himself believed alfo :

and whenhe was baptized , he

continued with Philip, and

wondered, beholding the mi-

racles and figns which were

done.-For I perceive that

thou art in the gall of bitter-

nefs, and in the bond of ini-

quity.

VI. q John 3. 5 , 8. Verily,

verily, I fay unto thee, Except

a man be born of water, and

of the Spirit, he cannot enter

into the kingdom of God.

The wind bioweth where it

lifteth, and thou heareft the

found thereof, but can't not

tell whence it cometh, and

whither it goeth ; fo is every

one that is born of the Spirit.

N 2



136
THE CONFESSION OF FAITH.

VII. The facrament of baptifm is but once to

be adminiſtered, to any perfon'.

O

СНАР. XXIX.

Ofthe Lord's Supper.

UR Lord Jefus , in the night wherein he

was betrayed, inftituted the facrament of

his body and blood , called the Lord's Supper, to

be obferved in his church, unto the end of the

world, for the perpetual remembrance of the

facrifice of himſelf in his death, the fealing all

benefits thereof unto true believers, their fpiritual

nouriſhment and growth in him, their further

engagement in, and to all duties which they owe

unto him, and to be a bend and pledge of their

communion with him, and with each other, as

members of his myftical body".

r Gal. 3. 27. For as many of

you as have been baptized into

Chrift, have put on Chrift.

Eph. 5. 25 , 26. Chrift alfo

loved the church, and gave

himſelf for it. That he might

fanctify and cleanfe it with the

washing ofwater bythe word.

Acts 2. 38, 41.

VII, s Tit. 3. 5. Not by

works of righteoufnefs which

we have done, but according

to his mercy, he faved us, by

the washing of regeneration,

and renewing of the Holy

Ghoft.

N. B. There is no command,

and no adequate example, for

the repetition of baptizi .

I. a I Cor. 11. 23, 24, 25,

26. For I have received of

the Lord, that which alfo I

delivered unto you, That the

Lord Jefus, the fame night in

which he was betrayed took

bread .- And when he had

given thanks, he brake #

and faid, Take , eat ; this is
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II. In this facrament Chrift is not offered up

to his Father, nor any real facrifice made at all

for remiflion of fins of the quick or dead , but

only a commemoration of that once offering up

of himſelf, by himself, upon the crofs, once

for all, and a fpiritual oblation of all poffible

praiſe unto God for the fame ; fo that the Po-

my body which is broken for

you: this do in remembrance

of me. After the fame man

ner alfo he took the cup, when

when he had fupped, faying,

This cup is the New Tefta-

ment in myblood : this do ye,

asoft as ye drink it, in remem-

brance of me. For as often

as ye eat this bread, and drink

this cup, ye do fhew the

Lord's death till he come,

I Cor. 10. 16, 17, 21. The

cup of bleffing which we blefs,

is it not the communion of the

blood of Chrift ? The bread

which we break, is it not the

conmunion of the body of

Chrift? For we being many,

are one bread, and one body;

for we are all partakers of that

one bread. Ye cannot drink

the cup of the Lord, and the

cup of devils: ye cannot be

partakers of the Lord's table,

and of the table of devils. I

Cor. 12. 13 For by one Spi-

rit are we all baptized into

one body, whether we be

Jews or Gentiles, whether we

be bond or free; and have been

all made to drink into one

Spirit.

II. b Heb, 9. 22, 25,

And almoſt all things are by

the law purged with blood ;

and without hedding of blood

is no remiffion. Nor yet that

he fould offer himself often,

as the high priest entereth in-

to the holy place every year

with blood of others: (For

then muft he often have fuf-

fered fince the foundation of

the world) but now once in

the end of the world hath he

appeared to put away fin by

the facrifice of himfelf, verfe

28. So Chrift was once offered

to bear the fins of many; and

unto them that look for him,

fhall he appear the fecond

time without fin unto falvas

tion ,

c Mat. 26, 26, 27 And as

they were eating, Jefus took

bread, and bleffed it, and

brake it, and gave it to the

difciples, and faid, Take, eat ;

this is mybody. And he took

the cup, and gave thanks,

and gave it to them, faying.

Drink ye all of it. Luke 22 .

19, 20. And he took bread,

and gave thanks, and brake it,

and gave unto them, faying,

This is mybody which is given

for you: this Co in remem26.

N.3
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pifh facrifice of the mafs, as they call it, is moſt

abominably injurious to Chrift's one only facri-

fice, the alone propitiation for all the fins of the

elect".

III. The Lord Jefus hath, in this ordinance,

appointed his miniſters to declare his word of in-

ftitution to the people, to pray, and bleſs the

elements of bread and wine, and thereby to fet

them apart from a common, to an holy uſe ; and

to take and break the bread, to take the cup, and

(they communicating alfo themſelves, ) to give both

to the communicants" ; but to none who are not

then preſent inthe congregation'.

IV. Private maffes, or receiving this facra-

brance ofme. Likewife alfo the

cup after fupper, faying, This

cup isthe New Testament in

myblood, whichis fhed for you.

d Heb. 7. 23, 24 , 27. And

they truly were many priefts,

becauſe they were not fuffered

to continue by reafon of

death : But this man, becaufe

he continueth ever, hath an

unchangeable prieſthood.—

Who needeth not daily, as

thofe high priests, to offer up

facrifice, first for his own fins

and then for the people's ; for

this he did once, when he of-

fered up himſelf. Heb.

11, 12, 14, 18. And every

prieft ftandeth daily minifter-

ing, and offering oftentimes

the fame facrifices, which can

never take away fins: But

this man, after he had offer-

O.

ed one facrifice for fins, for ever

fat down on the right hand of

God. For by one offering he

hath perfected for ever them

that are fanctified . Now where

remiflion of theſe is, there is

no more offering for fin.

III. e See the inftitution. Mat.

26. 26, 27 , 28. Mark 14. 22,

23, 24. Luke 22. 19, 20. &

I Cor. 11. 23 , to 27.

f Acts 20. 7. And uponthe

first day of the week, when

the difciples came together to

break bread, Paul preached

unto them, ready to depart

on the morrow, and continued

his ſpeech until midnight. 1 .

Cor. 11. 20. When ye come

together therefore into one

place, this is not to eat the

Lord'sfupper,



THE CONFESSION OF FAITH.
139

ment by a priest or any other, alone ; as like-

wife the denial of the cup to the people" ; wor-

fhipping the elements, the lifting them up, or

carrying them about for adoration, and the re-

ferving them for any pretended religious ufe;

are all contrary to the nature of this facrament,

and to the inftitution of Christ'.

V. The outward elements, in this facrament,

duly fet apart to the ufes ordained by Chrift,

have fuch relation to him crucified, as that tru-

ly, yet facramentally only, they are fometimes

called by the name of the things they repreſent,

to wit, the body and blood of Chrift ; albeit, in

ſubſtance and nature, they ftill remain truly,

and only, bread and wine, as they were be-

fore¹ .

VI. That doctrine which maintains a change

of the fubftance of bread and wine, into the fub-

IV. g h Becauſe there is not

the leaft appearance of a war-

rant for any of theſe things,

either in precept or example,

in any part of the word of

God. See all the places in

which the ordinance is men.

tioned-the most important of

which are cited above.

i Mat. 15.9. But in vain

they do worship me, teaching

for doctrines the command.

ments of men.

V. k Mat. 26. 26, 27, 28.

And as they were eating Jefus

took bread, and bleffed it , and

brake it, and gave it to the

difciples, and faid, Take, cat ;

this is my body. And he took

the cup, and gave thanks,

and gave it to them , faying,
Drink ye all of it : For this

is my blood of the New Tefta-

ment which is fhed for many

forthe remiffion of fins.

11 Cor. 11. 26, 27. For as

often as ye eat this bread and

drink this cup, ye do fhew-

the Lord's death till he come.

Wherefore, whofoever fhall

eat this bread, and drink this

cup of the Lord unworthily,

fhall be guilty ofthe body and

blood of the Lord.
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flance of Chrifl's body and blood (commonly called

tranſubſtantiation ) by confecration of a priest,

or by any other way, is repugnant, not to fcrip-

ture alone, but even to common fenfe and rea-

fon; overthroweth the nature of the facrament;

and hath been, and is the cauſe of manifold fu- -

perftitions, yea, of grofs idolatries",

VII. Worthy receivers, outwardly partaking

of the vifible elements in this facrament", do then .

alfo inwardly by faith, really and indeed, yet

not carnally and corporally, but ſpiritually, re-

ceive and feed upon Chrift crucified , and all be-

nefits of his death : the body and blood of Chrift

being then not corporally or carnally in, with,

or under the bread and wine ; yet as really, but

fpiritually, prefent to the faith of believers in

that ordinance, as the elements themſelves are,

to their outward fenfes .

VI. m As 3. 21. Whom

the heaven muft receive , un-

til the times of reftitution of

all things, which God hath

fpoken by the mouth of all his

holy prophets, fince the world

began. 1 Cor. II. 24, 25.

'This doin remembrance of me:

This do ye, as oft as ye

drink it in remembrance of

me. For as often as ye eat

this bread, and drink this cup,

ye do fhew the Lord's death

till he come. Luke 24, 6, 39.

He is not here, but is rifen :

Remember how he spake unto

you when he was yet in Ga-

lilee. Behold my hands and

my feet, that it is I myſelf :

handle me, and fee, for a

ſpirit hath not flesh and bones,

as ye fee me have.

VII. n I Cor. 11. 28. But

Jet a man examine himſelf, and

fo let him eat of that bread,,

and drink of that cup. 1 Cor.

5. 7, 8.

1 Cor. 16. 16. The cup

of bleffing which we blefs, is

it not the communion of the

blood of Chrift ? The bread

which we break, is it not the

communion of the body of

Chrift ? 1 Cor. 10. 3, 4-
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VIII. Although ignorant and wicked men re-

ceive the outward elements in this facrament,

yet they receive not the thing fignified thereby ;

but by their unworthy coming thereunto are

guilty of the body and blood of the Lord, to

their own damnation. Wherefore all ignorant

and ungodly perfons, as they are unfit to enjoy

communion with him, fo are they unworthy of

the Lord's table, and cannot, without great fin

againft Chrift, while they remain fuch , partake

of thefe holy myfteries", or be admitted there-

unto .

VIII. p. 1 Cor. 11. 27, 29.

Wherefore, whofoever fhall

eat this bread, and drink this

cup of the Lord unworthily,

fhall be guilty of the body and

blood of the Lord. For he

that eateth and drinketh un-

worthily, eateth and drinketh

damnation (judgment ) tohim-

elf, not difcerning the Lord's

body. 2 Cor. 6. 14, 15, 16.

Be ye not unequally yoked to

gether with unbelievers ; for

what fellowship hath righte-

oufnefs with unrighteoufnefs ?

and what communion hath

light with darkness ? And

what concord hath Christ

with Belial ? or what part

hath he that believeth, with an

infidel ? And what agreement

hath the temple of God with

idols? For ye are the temple of

the living God ; as God hath

faid, I will dwell in them,

and walk in them ; and I will

be their God, and they fhall

be my people. 1 Cor. 10. 21 .

Ye cannot drink the cup of

the Lord, and the cup of de-

vils, ye cannot be partakers

of the Lord's table , and ofthe

table of devils.

q 1 Cor. 5. 6, 7, 13. Your

glorying is not good ; Know

ye not that a little leaven lea-

veneth the whole lump?

Purge out therefore the old

leaven, that ye may be a new

lump, as ye are unleavened.

For even Chrift our paffover

is facrificed for us. But them

that are without, God judgeth,

Therefore put away from a-

mong yourfelves that wicked

perfon. 2 Theff. 3. 6 , 14 , 15.

Now we command you, bre-

thren , in the name of our

Lord Jefus Chrift, that ye

withdraw yourſelves from e-

very brother that walketh

diforderly, and not after the

tradition which he received

of us. And if any man



142 THE CONFESSION OF FAITH.

T

CHAP. XXX.

OfChurch Censures.

HE Lord Jefus, as king and head of h

church, hath therein appointed a govern-

ment in the hand of church-officers, diftinct

from the civil magiftrate".

II. To thefe officers the keys of the kingdom

ofheaven are committed, by virtue whereof they

have power refpectively to retain and remit fins,

to fhut that kingdom againft the impenitent,

both by the word and cenfures ; and to open it

unto penitent finners, by the miniftry ofthe gof-

obey not our word by this e-

piftle, note that man, and

have no company with him,

that he may be afhamed.

Yet count him not as an ene-

my, but admonish him as a

brother. Mat. 7. 6. Give not

that which is holy unto the

dogs, neither caft ye your

pearls before fwine, left they

trample them under their feet,

and turn again and rend you.

I. a Ifa. 9. 6, 7. For unto

us a child is born, unto us a

Son is given, and the govern

ment fhall be upon his fhould

er and his name fhall be cal-

led Wonderful, Counſellor,

The mighty God, The ever-

lafting Father, The Prince of

Peace . Of the increafe of Lis

government and peace, there

all be no end, upon the

throne of David, and upon his

kingdom, to order it, and to

eftablish it with judgment and

with juice from henceforth

even for ever ; the zeal ofthe

Lord ofhofts willperform this.

1 Tim . 5. 17. Let the elders

that rule well , be counted

worthy ofdouble honour, eípe-

cially they who labor in the
word and doctrine. I Thefs.

5. 12. And we beseech you,

brethren, to know them which

labor among you, and are

over you in the Lord, and ad-
monish you. 1 Cor. 12. 28.

And God hath fet fome in the
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pel, and by abfolution from cenfures, as occa-

fion fhall require".

III. Church cenfures are neceffary for the re-

claiming and gaining of offending brethren ; for

deterring of others from like offences ; for purg-

ing out of that leaven which might infect the

whole lump ; for vindicating the honor of Christ,

and the holy profeffion of the gofpel ; and for

preventing the wrath of God, which might juſt-

ly fall upon the church, if they fhould fuffer

this covenant, and the feals thereof, to be pro-

faned by notorious and obftinate offenders".

church, first, apoftlcs, fe-

condarily, prophets, thirdly,

teachers, after that miracles,

then gifts of healings , helps,

governments, diverfities of

tongues. Pfal. 2. 6, 7 , 8, 9 .

John 18. 36.

II b Mat. 16. 19. And I will

give unto thee the keys ofthe

kingdom of heaven ; and what-

foever thou shalt bind on earth,

ſhall be bound in heaven : and

whatſoever thou fhalt loofe on

earth, fhall be loofed in heaven.

Mat. 18. 17. 18. And if he

hall neglect to hear them,

tell it unto the church ; but if

he neglect to hear the church,

let him be unto thee as an hea-

then man and a publican .

Verily I fay unto you, what-

foever ye fhall bind on earth,

fhall be bound in heaven : and

whatſoever ye shall loofe on

earth fhall be loofed in heaven.

John 20. 21 , 22 , 23. Then

faid Jefus to them again,

Peace be unto you , as my Fa

ther hath fent me, even lo fend

I you. And when he had faid

this, he breathed on them,

and faith unto them, Receive

ye the Holy Ghoft. Whofe

foever fins ye remit, they are

remitted unto them : and

whofefoeverfins ye retain they

are retained. 2 Cor. 2. 6, 7 8.

Sufficient to fuch a man is this

punishment, which was inflic

ted of many, fo that contrari-

wife, ye ought rather to for-

give him, and comfort bim,

left perhaps fuch an one ſhould

be fwallowed up with over

much forrow. Wherefore [

befeech you, that you would

confirm your love towards him.

III. c 1 Cor. 5th chapter

throughout. I Tim . 5. 20.

Them that fin , rebuke before

all , that others alfo may fear.

Mat. 7. 6. Give not that

which is holy unto the dogs,

neither caftyeyourpearlsbefore
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IV. For the better attaining of theſe ends ,

the officers of the church are to proceed by ad-

monition, fufpenfion from the facrament of the

Lord's fupper for a ſeaſon, and by excommuni-

cation from the church, according to the nature

of the crime, and demerit of the perfon".

fwine, left they trample them

under their feet, and turn a-

gain and rent you. I Tim. I.

20. Of whomis Hymeneus and

have de-Alexander , whom

livered unto Satan, that they

may learn not to blafpheme .

Jude verfe 23. And others fave

with fear, pulling them out of

the fire ; hating even the gar-

ments spotted by the flesh.

Cor. II. 27 to the end.

I.

IV. d 1 Thefs. 5. 12. And

we beseech you, brethren, to

know them which labour a-

mong you, and are over you

in the Lord, and admonish

you . 2 Thefs. 3. 6. 14. Now

we command you, brethren,

in the rame of our Lord Jefus

Christ, that ye withdraw

I

yourſelves from every brother

that walketh diforderly, and

not after the tradition which

And if anyhe received of us.

man obey not our word by this

epiftle, note that man, and

have no company with him,

that he may be ashamed.

Cor. 5. 4, 5 , 13. In the name

of our Lord Jefus Chriſt,

when ye are gathered toge-

ther, andmy fpirit, with the

power of our Lord Jefus

Chrift, to deliver fuch an one

unto Satan, for the deftruc-

tion of the flesh, that the fpi-

rit may be faved in the day of

the Lord Jefus. Therefore put

away from among yourſelves

that wicked perfon. Mat. 18.

17. Tit. 3. 10.
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F

CHAP. XXXI.

Of Synods and Councils.

OR the better government and further edi-

fication of the church, there ought to be

fuch affemblies as are commonly called fynods

or councils : and it belongeth to the overfeers

and other rulers of the particular churches, by

virtue of their office, and the power which

Chriſt hath given them for edification , and not

for deſtruction , to appoint fuch affemblies" ;

and to convene together in them , as often as

they fhall judge it expedient for the good of the

church .

I. a Acts 15. 2, 4, 6. When

therefore Paul and Barnabas

had no fmall diffention and dif-

putation with them , they de-

termined that Paul and Bar-

nabas, and certain other of

them, fhould go up to Jeru-

falem, unto the apoftles and

elders about this queſtion.--

And when they were come to

Jerufalem, they were received

of the church, and of the

apoftles and elders ; and they

declared all things that God

had done with them. And

the apoftles and elders came

together, for to confider of this
matter,

big chap. Acts.

c Acts 15. 22 , 23 , 25. Then

pleafed it the apoftlesand elders,

withthe whole church, to fend

chofen men of their own com-

pany to Antioch with Paul

and Barnabas namely, Judas

furnamed Barfabas, and Silas,

chief men among the bre-

thren -And they wrote letters

by them after this manner, The

apoftles, and elders, and bre-

thren fend greeting unto the

brethren which are of the Gen-

tiles in Antioch , and Syria, and

Cilicia . It cemed good unto

us, being affembled with one

accord, to fend chofen men
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II. It belongeth to fynods and councils, mi-

nisterially, to determine controverfies of faith,

and cafes of confcience ; to fet down rules and

directions for the better ordering of the public

worship of God, and government of his church ;

to receive complaints in cafes of mal-adminiftra-

tion, and authoritatively to determine the fame :

which decrees and determinations, if confonant

to the word of God, are to be received with re-

verence and fubmiffion, not only for their agree-

ment with the word, but alſo for the power

whereby they are made, as being an ordinance of

God, appointed thereunto in his word".

III. All fynods or councils fince the apoſtles'

times, whether general or particular, may err,

and many have erred ; therefore they are not to

be made the rule of faith or practice, but to be

ufed as an help in both".

IV. Synods and councils are to handle or con-

clude nothing, but that which is ecclefiaftical :

and are not to intermeddle with civil affairs,

unto you with our beloved in Theffalonica in that theyre-

Barnabas and Paul.

And asII. d Acts 16. 4.

they went through the cities

they delivered them the de-

crees for to keep, that were

ordained of the apostles and

elders which were at Jerufa-
lem. Acts 15. 15 , 19 , 24, 27,

28, 29, 30, 31. Mat. 18 17,

18, 19, 29.

Ill. e Acts 17. 11. Theſe

were more noble than thofe

ceived the word with all readi-

nefs of mind, and fearched

the fcriptures daily, whether
thofe things were fo. 1 Cor.

25. That your faith ſhould

not ftand in the wifdom of

men, but in the power of God.

2 Cor. I. 24. Not that we

have dominion over your

faith, but are helpers of your

joy; for by faith ye ftand.

Eph. 2. 20,
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which concern the commonwealth, unleſs by

way of humble petition, in caſes extraordinary ;.

orby way of advice for fatisfaction of conſcience,

if they be thereunto required by the civil magi--

ftrate'.

CHA P. XXXII.

Ofthe StateofMan after Death,

and of the Resurrection from

the Dead.

T

HE bodies of men, after death, return to

duft , and ſee corruption ; but their fouls,

(which neither die nor fleep) having an immor-

IV. fLuke 12. 13, 14. And

one of the company faid unto

him, Mafter, fpeak to my bro-

ther, that he divide the in-

heritance with me. And he

faid unto him, Man, who

made me a judge, or a divider

over you ? John 18. 36. Jefus

anfwered, My kingdom is not

ofthis world. If my kingdom

were of this world , then would

my fervants fight, that

fhould not be delivered to the

Jews ; but now is mykingdom

notfrom hence.

I. a Gen. 3. 19. In the fweat

of thy face fhalt thou eat

bread, till thou return unto

the ground : for out of it wast

thou taken for duft thou art,

and unto duft fhalt thou re-

turn. Acts 13. 36. For Da-

vid after he had ferved his own

generation by the will of God,

fell on fleep, and was laid unto

his fathers, and faw corruption.

I

O 2
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tal fubfiftence, immediately return to God who

gave them".them . The fouls of the righteous, being

then made perfect in holineſs, are received into

the highest heavens, where they behold the

face of God in light and glory, waiting for the

full redemption of their bodies : And the fouls of

the wicked are caft into hell, where they remain

in torments, and utter darkneſs, referved to the

judgment of the great day . Befides theſe two

places for fouls feparated from their bodies, the

fcripture acknowledgeth none.

II. At the last day, fuch as are found alive

fhall not die, but be changed : And all the dead

b Luke 23. 43. And Jefus faid

unto him,Verily I fayunto thee,

To-day fhalt thou be with me

in paradife. Eccles. 12. 7.

Then fhall the duft return to

the earth as it was: and the

fpirit fhall return unto God

who gave it.

c Heb. 12. 23. Tothe gene-

ral affembly and church of the

firft-born which are written in

heaven, andto God thejudge of

all,and to the fpirits ofjuſt men

made perfect. Phil . 1. 23. For

I amin a ftrait , betwixt two,

having a defire to depart, and

to be with Chrift, which is far

better. I John 3. 2. Beloved,

now are we the fons of God,

and it doth not yet appear what

we fhall be : but we know,

that when he fhall appear, we

fhall be like him , for we fhall

fee him as he is . 2 Cor, 5. I,

6, 8.

d Luke 16. 23, 24. And in

hell he lift up his eyes, being
in torments, and feeth Abra

ham afar off, and Lazarus in

his bofom. And he cried , and

faid ; Father Abraham, have

mercy on me, and fend Laza-

rus that he may dip the tip of

his finger in water and cool

mytongue, for I am torment-

ed in this flame. Jude verfe

6,7.

II. e 1 Theff. 4. 17. Then

we which are alive and remain,

fhall be caught up together

with them in the clouds, to

meet the Lord in the air ;

and fo fhall we ever be with

the Lord . I Cor. 15. 51, 52.

Behold I fhew you a myſtery ;

We fhall not all fleep, but we

fhall all be changed, in a mo-

ment, in the twinkling of an

eye, at the laft trump, (for the

trumpet ſhall found) and the
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ſhall be raiſed up with the ſelf-fame bodies , and

none other, although with different qualities ,

which fhall be united again to their fouls for

everf.

III. The bodies of the unjuft fhall, by the-

power of Chrift , be raiſed to difhonour ; the

bodies of the juft, by his Spirit, unto honour,

and be made conformable to his own glorious

body .

dead fhail be raiſed incorrupti-

ble, and we ſhall be changed.

f Job 19. 26 , 27. And

though after my fkin , worms de-

ftroy this body , yet in my flesh

fhall I fee God : Whom I fhall

fee for myſelf, and mine eyes

fhall behold, and not another ;

though my reins be confumed

within me. 1 Cor . 15. 42 , 43 ,

44. So alfo is the refurrection of

the dead. It is fown in cor-

ruption, it is raifed in incor-

ruption : It is fown in difho

nour, it is raifed in glory : It is

fown in weaknefs, it is raised

in power: It is fown a natural

body, it is raiſed a fpiritual

body. There is a natural bo-

dy, and there is a fpiritual

body.

O 3

And
III. g Acts 24 15.

have hope towards God, which

they themselves alfo allow,

that there fhall be a refurrec .

tion of the dead, both of the

juft and unjuft. John 5. 28,

29.
Marvel not at this : for

the hour is coming, in the

which all that are in the graves

fhall hear his voice, and fhall

come forth ; they that have

done good, unto the refurrec

tion of life ; and they that

have done evil , unto the re-

furrection of damnation . Phil.

3. 21. Who fhall change our

vile body, that it may be fafh-

ioned like unto his glorious

body , according to the working

wherebyhe is able even to fub-

due all things unto himſelf.
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G

CHAP. XXXIII.

Ofthe last Judgment.

OD hath appointed a day, wherein he will

judge the world in righteouſneſs by Jefus

Chrift , to whom all power and judgment is given

of the Father". In which day , not only the

apoftate angels fhall be judged ; but likewife all

perfons, that have lived upon earth, fhall appear

before the tribunal of Christ, to give an account

of their thoughts , words and deeds ; and to re-

ceive according to what they have done in the

body, whether good or evil".

I. a Acts 17. 31. Becaufe he

hath appointed a day in the

which he will judge the world

in righteoufnefs, by that man

whom he hath ordained ;

whereof he hath given affur-
ance unto all men, in that

he hath raiſed him from the

dead.

b John 5. 22, 27. For the

Father judgeth no man ; but

hath committed all judgment

unto the Son : And hath given

him authority to execute judg .

ment alfo, becauſe he is the

Son of man.

CI Cor. 6. 3. Know ye not

that we fhall judge angels ?

How much more, things that

pertain to this life ? Jude verfe

6. And the angels which kept

not their firſt eſtate, but left

their own habitation, he hath

referved in everlaſting chains.

under darknefs, unto the judg.

ment of the great day. 2 Pet.

2. 4. For if God fpared not

the angels that finned, but

caft them down to hell, and

delivered them into chains of

darkneſs, to be reſerved unto

judgment.

d 2 Cor. 5. 10. For we muft.

all appear before the judgment

feat of Chrift, that every one

may receive the things done

in his body, according to that

he hath done , whether it be

good or had.
Eccles. 12. 14-

For God fhall bring every
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II. The end of God's appointing this day is

for the manifeſtation of the glory of his mercy,

in the eternal falvation of the elect ; and of his

juftice, in the damnation of the reprobate,

who are wicked and diſobedient . For then ſhall

the righteous go into everlasting life, and receive

that fulneſs of joy and refreſhing which fhall

come fromthe prefence of the Lord : But the

work into judgment with

every fecret thing, whether

it be good, or whether it be

evil. Rom. 2. 16. In the day

when God fhall judge the

fecrets ofmen by Jefus Chrift,

according to my gofpel Rom.

14. 10, 12. But why doft thou

judge thy brother ? or why

doft thou fet at nought thy

brother? forwe fhall all ftand

before the judgment feat of

Chriſt. So then every one of

us fhall give account of him-

felf to God. Mat. 12. 36, 37.

But I fay unto you , that every

idle word that men fhall ſpeak,

they shall give account thereof

in the day of judgment. For

bythy words thou shalt be juf-

tified, andby thy words thou

fhalt be condemned.

II. e Rom. 9. 23. And that

he might make known the

riches of hisglory on the veffels

of mercy, which he had afore

prepared unto glory. Mat.

His Lord faid unto25. 21.

him, Well done thou good and

faithfulfervant ; thou haft been

faithful over a few things, I

will make thee ruler over many

things, enterthou into thejoy

ofthy Lord.

f Rom. 2. 5, 6. But after

thy hardneſs and impenitent

heart, treafureft up unto thyfelf

wrath againſt the day of wrach,

and revelation ofthe righteous

judgment of God ; who will

render to every man according

to his deeds. 2 Theff. 1. 7. 8.

The Lord Jefus fhall be reveal-

ed from heaven with his mighty

angels, in flaming fire, taking

vengeance onthem that know

not God, and that obey not the

goſpel of our Lord Jefus Chrift.

Rom. 9. 22.

g Mat. 25. 31 , 32, 33. 34.

When the Son of man fhall

come in his glory, and all the

holy angels with him, then

fhall he fit upon the throne of

his glory. And before him

fhall be gathered all nations ;

and he fhall feparate them one

from the other, as a fhepherd

divideth bis fheep from the

goats : And he fha fet the

fheep on his right hand, but

the goats on the left. Then

fhall the King fay unto them

on his right hand. Come ye

bleffed of my Father, inherit

the kingdom prepared for you

from the foundation of the

world. Acts 3. 19. Times of
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wicked, who know not God, and obey not the

gofpel of Jefus Chrift, fhall be caft into eternal

torments, and be puniſhed with everlaſting de-

ftruction from the preſence of the Lord, and from

the glory ofhis power".

III. As Chrift would have us to be certainly

perfuaded that there ſhall be a day of judgment,

both to deter all men from fin, and for the great-

er confolation of the godly in their adverſity' :

?

refreſhing fhall come from the

prefence of the Lord. 2 Theff.

1. 7. And to you who are

troubled, reft with us, when

the Lord Jefus fhall be revealed

from heaven, with his mighty

angels.

h Mat. 25. 41 , 46. Then

fhall he fay alfo unto them on

the left hand, Depart from me,

ye curfed, into everlafting fire,

prepared for the devil and his

angels. And thefe fhall go

away into everlafting puniſh-

ment. 2 Theff . 1. 9. Who

fhallbe punished with everlaft-

ing deftruction from the pre-

fence of the Lord , and from

the glory of his power. Ifa . 66 .

24. For their worm fhall not

die , neither fhall their fire be

quenched .

III. i 2 Pet. 3. 11 , 14. See

ing then that all thefe things

fhall be diffolved, what man-

ner of perfons ought ye to be

in all holy converfation and

godlinefs ? Wherefore, belov.

ed, feeing that ye look for fuch

things , be diligent that ye may

2 Theff.

be found of him in peace,

without,ſpot and blamefefs. 2

Cor. 5. 11. Knowing there-

fore the terror of the Lord,

we perfuade men ; but we are

made manifeft unto God, and I

truſt alſo , are made manifeft

in your confciences.

1. 5, 6, 7. Which is a mani-

feft token of the righteous

judgment of God ; that ye

may be counted worthy of

the kingdom of God, for which

ye alfo fuffer : Seeing it is a

righteous thing with God to

recompenfe tribulation to them

that trouble you ;-And to

you who are troubled , reft with

us, whenthe Lord Jefus fhall

be revealed from heaven with

his mighty angels. Luke 21.

27. 28. And then fhall they

fee the Son of man coming

in a cloud with power and

great glory. And when theſe

things begin to come to país,

then look up, and lift up your

heads ; for your redemption

draweth nigh.
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So will he have that day unknown to men, that

they may fhake off all carnal fecurity, and be al-

ways watchful, becaufe they know not at what

hour the Lord will come; and may be ever pre-

pared to fay, Come, Lord Jefus , come quick-

lyk. Amen.

k See Mat. 24. 36, 42, 43,

44. Mark 13. 35, 36, 37 .

Watch ye therefore, for ye

know not when the mafter of

the houſe cometh ; at even, or

at midnight, or at the cock

crowing, or in the morning;

left coming fuddenly, he find

you fleeping And what I fay

unto you, I fay unto all,

Watch. Luke 12. 35, 36 .

Let your loins be girded a-

bout, and your lights burning ;

and ye yourfelves like unto

men that wait for their Lord,

when he will return from the

wedding, that when he cometh

and knocketh, they may open

unto him immediately. Rev.

22. 20 He which testifieth

thefe things faith, Surely I

come quickly. Amen. Even

fo come Lord Jefus,

F
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THE

Larger Catechism.

Queſtion I. WHAT is the chief and higheſt end

of man?

Answer. Man's chief and higheſt end is to glo-

rify God , and fully to enjoy him for ever .

Q. 2. How doth it appear that there is a God?

A. The very light of nature in man, and the

works of God declare plainly that there is a

God ; but his word and Spirit only do, fuffici-

a Rom . 11.36. For of him,

and through him, and to him

are all things : to whom be glo-

ry for ever. Amen . I Cor.

10. 31. Whether therefore

ye eat or drink, or whatfo-

ever ye do, do all to the glory
of God.

b Pfal. 73 24, 25 , 26. Thou

fhalt guide me with thy coun-

fel, and afterwards receive

me to glory. Whom have I

in heaven but thee? and there

is none upon earth that I defire

befides thee . My fleſh and my

heart faileth : but God is the

ftrength of myheart, and my

portion for ever. John 17. 22,

and 24. The glory which

thou gavest me, have given

them. Father I will that they

alfo whom thou haft given me

be with nie where I am ; that

they may behold my glory

which thou hast given me.

c Rom. 1. 19 , 20. Becauſe

that which may be known of

God , is manifeft in them ; for

P
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ently and effectually, reveal him unto men for

their falvation".

Q3. What is the word of God?

A. The holy fcriptures of the Old and New

Teftament are the word of God , the only rule

of faith and obedience .

Q. 4. How doth it appear that the fcriptures

are the word of God ?

A. The fcriptures manifeft themſelves to be

God hath fhewedit unto them,

Forthe invifible things of him

from the creation of the world

are clearly feen, being under-

flood by the things that are

made, even his eternal power

and Godhead, fo that they are

without excufe , See alfo Pfal.

19, 1 , 2 , 3 .

d 2 Tim. 3. 15 , 16, 17.

And that from a child thou haft

known the holy fcriptures,
which are able to make thee

wife unto falvation , through

faith which is in Chrift Jefus.

All fcripture is given by in-

fpiration of God, and is pro-

fitable for doctrine , for re-

proof, for correction , for in-
ftruction in righteoufnefs:

that the man of God may be

perfect , thoroughly furnished

unto all good works, I Cor.

2. 10.

e 2 Tim. 3. 16. All fcrip-

ture is given by infpiration of

God. 2 Pet. 1. 19, 20, 21. We

have alfo a more fure word of

prophecy; whereunto ye do

wellthat ye take heed, as unto

a light that fhineth in a dark

place, until the day dawn, and

the day-ftar, arife in your

hearts . Knowing this firſt,

that no prophecy of the fcrip-

ture is of any private inter-

pretation . For the prophecy

came not in old time by the

will of man ; but holymen of

God ipake asthey were moved

by the Holy Ghoft.

f Ifa. 8. 20. To the law

and to the tellimony: if they

fpeak not according to this

word, it is becauſe there is no

light in them . Luke 16. 19.

31. They have Mofes and

the prophets : let them hear

them. If they hear not Mofes

and the prophets, neither will

they be perfuaded, though one

rofe from the dead. Gal.

1. 8. 9. But though we, or

an angel from heaver, preach

any other gofpel unto you

than that which we have

preached unto you , let him be

accurfed. As we faid before ,
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the word of God, by their majefty" and purity" ;

by the confent of all the parts', and the fcope of

the whole, which is to give all glory to God" ;

by their light and power to convince and convert

finners, to comfort and build up believers unto

falvation' : But the Spirit of God bearing witneſs

by and with the fcriptures in the heart of man,

fo fay I now again, If any

man preach any other gofpel

unto you than that ye have

received, let him be accurfed.

See alfo 2 Tim . 3. 15 , 16, 17.

glfa. 66. 1. Thus faith the

Lord, Theheaven ismythrone,

and the earth is my footftool :

where is the houfe that ye

build unto me ? and where is

the place of my reft ? See

alfo Amos 9. 2. 3, 4. Pfal. 77 .

h Pfal. 12. 6. The words

of the Lord are pure words :

as filver tried in a furnace of

earth, purified feven times.

Pfal. 119. 140. Thy word is

very pure.

i Ads 10. 42.
To him

gave all the prophets witnefs ,

that through his name whofo
ever believeth in him fhall re-

ceive remiffion of fins. Acts

26. 22. Having therefore pb

tained help of God, I continue

until this day, witneffing both

to ſmall and great, faying,

none other things than thofe

which the prophets and Mofes
did fayfhould come.

k Rom. 3. 19. Now we

know that what things foever

the law faith, it faith to them

who are under the law: that

every mouth may be ſtopped,

and all the world may be

come guiky before Gud

27- Where is boalling then ?

It is excluded . Ey what law ?

Of works? Nay ; but by the

law of faith.

v .

1 Ads 18. 23. For he

mightily convinced the Jews,

and that publicly, fhewing by

the fcriptures, that Jefus was

Chrift. Heb. 4. 12. For the

word of God is quick, and

powerful, and harper than

any two-edged fworld, pierc-

ing even to the dividing alun-

der of foul and fpirit, and

of the joints and marrow, and

is a difcerner of the thoughts

and intents of the heart. Jam.

1. 18. Of his own will begat

he us with the word of truth.

Pfal. 19. 7 , 8 , 9. The law of

the Lord is perfect, converting

the foul : the teftimony of the

Lord is fure, making wife the

fimple.

P 2
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is alone able fully to perfuade it that they are the

very word of God" .

Q. 5. What do the fcriptures principally teach ?

A. The fcriptures principally teach, what

man is to believe concerning God, and what du-

ty God requires of man" .

WHAT MAN OUGHT TO BELIEVE

CONCERNING GOD.

Q. 6. Whatdotheſcriptures makeknown ofGod?

A. The fcriptures make known what God is“,

the perfons in the Godhead", his decrees , and

the execution of his decrees".

m John 16. 13 , 14. How-

beit, when he the Spirit of

truth is come, he will guide

yea into all truth: and he

will fhew you things to come,

He fhall glorify me; for he

fhall receive of mine, and fhall

thew it unto you, with 1 John

2. 20, 27.

n John 20. 31. But theſe are

written, that ye might believe

that Jefus is the Chrift, the

Son of God, and that believ.

ing ye might have life through

his name. 2 Tim. 1. 13.

Hold faft the form of found

words, which thou hast heard

of me, in faith and love.

Pfal. 119. 105.

o John 4. 24.

rit. Exod . 3. 14.

God is a Spi-

and 34. 6,7.

p 1 John 5-7. For there are

three that bear record in hea-

ven, the Father, the Word,

and the Holy Ghoft and thefe

three are one.

q Acts 14. 15, 18.

:

r A&s 4. 27, 28. For ofa truth

against thy holy child Jefus,

both Herod and Pontius Pilate

with the Gentiles, and the peo-

ple of Ifrael, were gathered to-

gether, for to do whatſoever
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Q.7. What is God?

A. God is a Spirit', in and of hinfelf infinite

in being', glory', bleffednefs", and perfection ;

all-fufficient , eternal" , unchangeable" , incom-

prehenfible , every where prefent , almighty",

thy hand and thy counfel de-

termined before to be done.

fJohn 4. 24 God is a Spi-
rit.

t Exod. 3. 14. And Godfaid

unto Mofes, I AM THAT I AM:

And he faid, Thus alt thou

fay unto the children of Ifracl,

I AM hath fent me unto you.

Job II. 7, 8, 9. Canft thou

by fearching find out God ?

canft thou find out the Al-

mighty unto perfection ? It is

as high as heaven, what canft

thou do ? deeper than hell,

what canft thou know ? the

meaſure thereof is longer than

the earth , and broader than

the fea.

v Acts 7. 2. The God of

glory appeared unto our fa-

ther Abraham when he was

in Mefopotamia, before he

dwelt in Charran.

w 1 Tim 6. 15. Which in

his time he thall fhew, who is

the bleffed and only Potentate,

the King of kings, and Lord of

lords .

x Mat. 5. 48. Be ye there-

fore perfect , even as your Fa-

ther who is in heaven is per-

fect.

y Gen. 17. I. And when

Abraham was ninety years old

and nine, the Lord appeared

to Abraham, and faid unto

him, I am the Almighty God;

walk before me, and be thou

perfect .

z Pfal. 90. 2. Before the

mountains were brought forth,

or ever thou hadst formed the

earth, and the world : even

from everlafting to everlaſting,
thou art God.

a Mal. 3. 6. For I am the

Lord , I change not; therefore

ye tons of Jacob are not con-

fumed . With James 1. 17.

b 1 Kings 8. 27. But will

God indeed dwell on the earth?

Behold, the heaven, and hea-

ven of heavens cannot contain

thee ; how much lefs this

houfe which I have builded?

c Pfalm 139. 1 , 2, 7. O Lord

thou haft fearched me, and

known me : Thou knowe my

down-fitting and my up rifing,

thou underſtandeft my thought

afar off, &c. Whither fhall

I go from thy Spirit ? or whi-

ther fhall I flee from thy pre-

fence ? &c.

d Rev. 4. 8. And the four

beafts had each of them fix

wings about him , and they

were full of eyes within ; and

they reft not day and night,

faying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord

God Almighty, who was, and

is, and is to come.

P 3
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knowing all things , moft wife , most holy" ,

moft juft", most merciful and gracious, long-

fuffering, and abundant in goodneſs and truth' .

Q. 8. Are there more Gods than one ?

A. There is but one, only, the living and true

Godk

Q.9. How manyperfons are there in the Godhead?

A. There be three perfons in the Godhead, the

Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft; and theſe

three are one true , eternal God, ' the fame in ſub-

ftance, equal in power and glory ; although dif-

tinguiſhed by their perſonal properties '.

Q. 10. What are the perfonal properties of the

three perfons in the Godhead ?

e Heb. 4. 13. Neither is

there any creature that is not

manifeft in his fight ; but all

things are naked, and opened

unto the eyes of him with

whom we have to do. And
Pfalm 147 5:

f Rom. 16. 27. To God on-

ly wife be glory through Jefus

Chrift, for ever. Amen.

g Ifa. 6. 3. And one cried

unto another, and faid, Holy,

holy, holy, is the Lord of

hofts, the whole earth is full of

his glory. Rev. 15. 4. Who

fhall not fear thee , O Lord,

and glorify thy name ? for

thou only art holy.

h Deut. 32. 4. He is the

rock, his work is perfect for

all his ways are judgment :

a God of truth, and without

iniquity, juft and right is he.

i Exod. 34. 6. And the

Lord paffed by before him , and

proclaimed, The Lord, the

Lord God, merciful and gra-

cious , long-fuffering, and a-

bundant in goodneſs and truth,

k Deut. 6. 4. Hear O Ifra-

el, the Lord our God is one

Lord. 1 Cor. 8. 4. There is

none other God but one. And

verfe 6. Jer. 10. 19. But the

Lord is the true God , he is the

living God, and an everlaſting

King.

11 John 5. 7. For there are

three that bear record in hea-

ven, the Father, the Word, and

the Holy Ghoft ; and thefe

three are one. Mat. 3. 16 , 17.

and 28. 19. 2 Cor. 13. 14

John 10. 30.
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A. It is proper to the Father to beget the

Son", and to the Son to be begotten of the Fa-

ther", and to the Holy Ghost to proceed from the

Father and the Son, from all eternity .

Q. 11. How doth it appear that the Son and the

Holy Ghoft are God equal with the Father?

A. The fcriptures manifeſt that the Son and

the Holy Ghoft are God equal with the Father,

afcribing unto them fuch names", attributes ,

m Heb. 1. 5, 6. For unto

which of the angels faid he at

any time, Thou art my Son,

this day have I begotten thee ?

And again, I willbe to him a

Father, and he fhall be to me

a Son. John 1. 14.

n And the Word was made

flefh , and dwelt amongst us,

(and we beheld his glory, the

glory as of the only begotten of

the Father, ) full of grace and

truth.

o John 15. 26. But when

the Comforter is come, whom

I will fend unto you from the

Father, even the Spirit of truth,

which proceedeth from the Fa-

ther, he fhall teftify ofme. Gal.

4.6. And becaufe ye are fons,

God hath fent forth the Spirit

of his Son into your hearts,

crying, Abba, Father.

p Jer. 23. 6. And this is

his name whereby he ſhall be

called, The Lord ( or Jehovah )

our righteoufnels. John 5.

20. And we are in him that

is true, even in his Son Jefus

Chrift . This is the true God,

and eternal life. Pfal. 45. 6.

Thy throne, O God, is for

ever and ever. Acts 5. 3, 4.

But Peter faid, Ananias, why

hath Satan filled thine heart to

lie untothe Holy Ghoft ? Thou

haft not lied unto men, but un-

to God.

q John 1. 1. In the begin-

ning was the Word, and the

Word was with God, and the

Word was God. Ifa. 9. 6. For

unto us a child is born, unto

us a Son is given, and the go-

vernment fhall be upon his

fhoulder, and his name fhall

be called Wonderful, Coun-

fellor, The mighty God, The

everlafting Father , The Prince

of Peace. John 2. 24, 25. But

Jefus did not commit himſelf

unto them, becauſe he knew

all men ; and needed not that

any should teftify of man; for

he knew what was in man.

I Cor. 2 IO, II. But God

hath revealed them unto

by his Spirit ; for the Spirit

fearcheth all things, yea , the

deep things of God. For what

man knoweth the things of a

us
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works", and worſhip , as are proper to God only.

Q. 12. What are the decrees of God?

A. God's decrees are the wife , free, and ho-

ly acts of the counfel of his will' , whereby, from

all eternity, he hath, for his own glory, unchan-

geably fore-ordained whatſoever comes to pafs in

time , eſpecially concerning angels and men.

man, fave the fpirit of man

which is in him? Even fo the

things of God knoweth no

man, but the Spirit of God.

Heb 9. 14. Howmuch more

fhall not Chrift, who, through

the eternal Spirit, offered him-

felf without spot to God, purge

your confcience from dead

works, to ferve the living

God?

r Col. 1. 16. For by him

were all things created, that

are in heaven, and that are in

earth, vifible and invifible,

whether they be thrones, or

dominions, or principalities,

or powers: all things were

created by him, and for him.

John 1. 3. Gen. 1. 2. And the

earth was without form and

void, and darkneſs was upon

the face of the deep ; and the

Spirit of God moved upon the

face of the waters: with Job

26. 13. and Pfal . 104. 30.

fMat. 28. 19. Go ye there-

fore, and teach all nations,

baptizing them in the name of

the Father, and of the Son ,

and of the Holy Ghoft. 2 Cor.

13. 14. The grace of the Lord

Jefus Chrift, and the love of

God , and the communion of

the Holy Ghoft, be with you

all. Amen.

t Eph. I. II. In whom alfo

we have obtained an inheri-

tance, being predeftinated ac-

cording to the purpofe of hint

who worketh all things, after

the countel of his own will.

Rom. 9. 14 and 15, 18.

For he faith to Mofes, I will

have mercy on whom I will

have mercy, and I will have

compaffion on whom I will

have compaffion.- Therefore

hath he mercy on whom he

will have mercy, and whom he

will he hardeneth . And Rom.

11. 33.

v Eph. I. 4, 11. Accord-

ing as he hath chofen us in

him, before the foundation of

the world, that we should be

holy, and without blame be-

fore him in love . Rom . 9. 22,

23. What if God willing to

fhew his wrath, and to make

his power known , endured

with much long-fuffering the

veffels of wrath fitted to de-

ftruction : and that he might

make known the riches of his

glory on the veffels of mercy,
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Q. 13. What hath God especially decreed con-

cerning angels and men?

A. God, by an eternal and immutable decree,

out of his mere love, for the praiſe of his glo-

rious grace, to be manifefted in due time, hath

elected ſome angels to glory" ; and, in Chrift,

hath chofen fome men to eternal life, and the

means thereof ; and alfo, according to his fo-

vereign power, and the unfearchable counfel of

his own will (whereby he extendeth or withhold-

eth favour as he pleaſeth ) hath paffed by, and

fore-ordained the reft to diſhonour and wrath,

to be for their fin inflicted to the praife of the

glory of his juſtices.

which he had afore prepared

unto glory? Pfal. 33. 11. The

counfel of the Lord ftandeth

for ever, the thoughts of his

heart to all generations.

w 1 Tim. 5. 21. I charge

thee before God, and the Lord

Jefus Chrift,and theelect angels.

x Eph. 1. 4, 5, 6. Accord

ing as he hath chofen us in

him, (viz. Chrift, ) before the

foundation of the world, that

we fhould be holy, and with-

out blame before him in love ;

having predeftinated us unto

the adoption of children, by

Jefus Chrift , unto himſelf-

To the praife of the glory of

his grace , wherein hehath made

us accepted in the Beloved.

2 Theff. 2. 13. But we are

bound to give thanks always

to God for you, brethren, be-

-

loved ofthe Lord, becauſe God

hath, from the beginning, cho-

fen you to falvation, through

fanctification of the Spirit, and

belief of the truth . ver. 14. I

Pet. 1. 2.

y Rom. 9. 17, 18, 21, 28:

For the fcripture faith unto

Pharaoh, Even for this fame.

purpoſe have I raiſed thee up,

that I might fhew my power

in thee, and that my name

might be declared throughout

all the earth. Therefore hath

he mercy on whom he will

have mercy, and whom he

will he hardeneth . Hath not

the potter power over the clay,

of the fame lump, to make

oneveffel unto honour, and ano-

ther unto diſhonour? Jude 4.

For there are certain men crept

in unawares, who were before
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Q. 14. How doth God execute his decrees ?

A. God executeth his decrees in the works of

creation and providence : according to his infal-

lible fore-knowledge, and the free and immuta-

ble counſel of his own will .

Q. 15. What is the work of creation ?

A. The work of creation is that wherein God

did in the beginning, by the word of his pow-

er, make, of nothing , the world and all things

therein for himſelf, within the ſpace of fix days,

and all very good*.

4

Q. 16. How did God create angels?

A. God created all the angels", fpirits , im-

of old ordained to this con-

demnation, ungodlymen, turn-

ing the grace of our God into

lafcivioufnefs, and denying the

only Lord God, and our Lord

Jefus Chrift. Mat. 11. 25 , 26.

2 Tim. 2. 20.

z Eph. I. 11. In whom alfo

we have obtained an inherit-

ance, being predeftinated ac-

cording to the purpoſe of him

who worketh all things after

the counfel of his own will.

a Gen. I chap. Heb. 11. 3.

Through faith we underſtand

that the worlds were framed

bythe word of God, fo that

things which are feen, were

not made of things which do

appear. Prov. 16.4. The Lord

hath made all things for him-

felf, yea, even the wicked for

the day of evil . Rev. 4. 11.

b Col. 1. 16. For by him

were all things created that are

in heaven, and that are in earth,

vifible and invifible, whether

they be thrones, or dominions,

or principalities, or powers ;

all things were created by him,

and for him,

c Pfal. 104. 4. Who ma-

keth his angels fpirits : his

minifters a flaming fire,
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mortal , holy , excelling in knowledge , mighty

in power ; to execute his commandments, and

to praiſe his name", yet fubject to change .

Q. 17. How did God create man ?

A. After God had made all other creatures ,

he created man male and femalek ; formed the

body ofthe man of the duft of the ground' , and

the woman of the rib of the man"; endued them

with living, reaſonable, and immortal fouls" ;

made them after his own image , in know-

d Mat. 22. 30. For in the

refurrection they neither mar-

ry, nor are given in marriage,

but are as the angels of God

in heaven.

e Mat. 25. 31. When the

Son of man fhall come in his

glory, and all the holy angels

with him, then fhall he fit up

on the throne of his glory.

f 2 Sam. 14. 17. As an

angel of God, fo is my lord

the king, to difcern good and

bad. Mat. 24. 36.

g 2 Thef. 1. 7. And to you

who are troubled, reft with us,

when the Lord Jefus fhall be

revealed from heaven, with

his mighty angels.

fpared not the angels that fin-

ned, but caft them down to

hell, and delivered them into

chains of darkness, to be refer

ved unto judgment.

k Gen. 1. 27. So God

created man in his own image,

in the image of God created he

him ; male and female created
he them ,

1 Gen. 2. 7. And the Lord

God formed man of the duft

of the ground.

m Gen. 2. 22. And the

rib which the Lord God had

taken from man, made he a

woman, and brought her unto

the man.

n Gen. 2. 7. And the Lord

God formed man of the dusth Pfa. 103. 20 , 21. Blefs

the Lord, ye his angels, that ofthe ground, and breathed in-

excel in ftrength, that do his to his noftrils the breath of

commandments, hearkening life and man became a living

unto the voice of his word. foul Compared with Job. 35
Blefs ye the Lord, all ye his II. and Eccl. 12. 7. and

hofts, ye minifters of his that Mat. 10. 28. and with Luke.

do his pleaſure.

i 2 Pet. 2. 4. For if God

23. 43.

o Gen 1, 27 So God created
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ledge", righteouſneſs and holiness", having the

law of God written in their hearts" , and power

to fulfil it ', with dominion over the creatures' ;

yet fubject to fall .

Q. 18. What are God's works of providence ?

A. God's works of providence are his moft

holy", wiſe³ , and powerful preſerving , and go-

verning all his creatures ; ordering them, and

all their actions , to his own glory .

Q. 19. What is God's providence towards the

angels ?

man in his own image, in the

image ofGod created he him.

p Col. 3. 10.

q Eph. 4. 24.

r Rom, 2. 14, 15. For

when the Gentiles who have

not the law, do by nature the

things contained in the law,

thefe, having not the law, are a

law unto themfelves, Which

fhew the work ofthe law writ-

ten in their hearts, their con-

fcience alfo bearing witneſs,

and their thoughts the mean

while accufing , or elſe excufing

one another.

f Eccl.

made manupright.

t Gen. 1. 28.

7. 29. God hath

v Gen. 3. 6. Eccles . 7. 29.

w Pfalm 144. 17. The

Lord is righteous in all his

ways, and holy in all his works.

x Pfa. 104. 24. O Lord

how manifold are thy works !

in wifdom haft thou made

them all , Ifa. 28. 29. This alfo

cometh forth from the Lord of

hofts, who is wonderful in coun-

fel , and excellent in working.

y Heb. 1. 3. Who being

the brightneſs of his glory, and

the exprefs image of hisperfon,

and upholding all things by

the word ofhis power.

z Pfa. 103. iy. The Lord

hath prepared his throne in

the heavens and his king-

dom ruleth over all.

:

a Mat. 10. 29. 30. Are

not two fparrows fold for a

farthing? and one of them

fhall not fall to the ground

without your Father. But the

very hairs of your head are all

numbered . Gen. 45. 7. And

God fent me before you to

preferve you a pofterity in the

earth, and to fave your lives

by a great deliverance .

b Rom. 11. 36. For ofhim,
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A. God by his providence permitted fome of

the angels, wilfully and irrecoverably, to fall into

fin and damnation , limiting and ordering that,

and all their fins , to his own glory ; and eſtabliſh-

ed the reft in holiness and happineſs'; employ-

ing them all , at his pleaſure, in the adminiſtra-

tions of his power, mercy, and juſtice³.

Q. 20. What was the providence of God to-

ward manin the eſtate in which he was created ?

A. The providence of God toward man in

the eftate in which he was created, was, the

placing him in paradife, appointing him to drefs

it, giving him liberty to eat of the fruit of the

earth", putting the creatures under his ´domini-

on , and ordaining marriage for his help" ; af-

fording him communion with himſelf' , inftitut-

and through him, and to him,

are all things ; to whom be glo-

ry for ever. Amen. Ifa. 63. 14.

So didit thou lead thy people to

make thyself a glorious name.

c Jude 6. And the angels

who kept not their firſt eftate,

but left their own habitation ,

he hath referved in everlasting

chains under darkness, unto

the judgment of the great day.

2 Pet. 2. 4. Heb. 2. 16.

John 8. 44.

d Job 1. 12. And the Lord

faid unto Satan, Behold, all

that he hath is in thy power,

only upon himſelf put not

forth thine hand. Luke 10.

17. Mat. 8. 31.

e..Tim. 5-21, I chargethee

before God, and the Lord Je-

fus Chrift, and the elect an-

gels . Mark 8. 38. Heb. 12.

22.

f Pfal. 104. 4. Who ma-

keth his angels fpirits; his mi-

nifters a flaming fire.

g Heb. 1. 14. Are they not

all miniftering fpirits, fent

forth to minifter for them who

fhall be heirs of falvation ? 2

Kings 19. 35.

h Gen. 2. 8. 15. 16.

i Gen. 1. 28.

And thek Gen. 2. 18.

Lord God faid, It is not good

that the man fhould be alone :

I will make him an help meet

for hima.

1 Gen. 1. 27, 28.

е
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ing the fabbath", entering into a covenant of

life with him, upon condition of perſonal, per-

fect, and perpetual obedience", of which the

tree of life was a pledge ; and forbidding to

eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and

evil, upon the pain of death".

Q. 21. Did man continue in that eſtate wherein

God at firft created him ?

4. Our first parents, being left to the free-

dom of their own will, through the temptation

of Satan, tranfgreffed the commandment of God,

in eating the forbidden fruit, and' thereby fell

from the eſtate of innocency wherein they were

created ,

Q. 22. Didall mankindfall in that firſt tranf-

greffion ?

m Gen. 2. 3. And God

bleffed the feventh day, and

fanctified it becaufe that in

it he had refted from all his

work, which God created

andmade.

•
n Rom . 5. 14. Adam who

is the figure of him that was

to come. Compared with I

Cor. 15. 22, 47. and Hof. 6.

7. Gal . 3. 12. And the law

is not of faith : but the man

that doeth them fhall live in

them . Rom. 10, 5. Gal.

3. 10.

o Gen. 2. 9. And out of

theground made the Lord God

to grow every treethat is plea

fant to the fight, and good for

food ; the tree of life alfo in

the midſt of the garden, and

the tree of knowledge of good

and evil.

p Gen. 2. 17. But ofthe tree

ofthe knowledge of good and e-

vil , thou shalt not eat ofit for in

the day that thou cateſt there-

of thou shalt furely die.

Andq Gen. 3. 6, 7, 8.

when the woman faw that the

tree was good for food, and

that it was pleafant to the

eyes, and a tree to be defired

to make one wife ; fhe took of

the fruit thereof, and did eat ,

and gave alfo unto her huſband

with her, and he did eat-

And they knew that they were
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A. The covenant being made with Adam, as

a public perſon, not for himſelf only, but for

his poſterity ; all mankind defcending from him

by ordinary generation' , finned in him and fell

with him in that firſt tranfgreffion".

Q. 23. Into what eftate did thefall bring man-

kind?

A. The fall brought mankind into an eſtate

of fin and mifery' .

Q. 24. What is fin ?

A. Sin is any want of conformity unto, or

tranfgreffion of any law of God, given as a rule.

to the reaſonable creature".

Q. 25. Wherein confifts the finfulness of that

eftate whereinto manfell?

A. The finfulneſs of that eftate whereinto

man fell, confifteth in the guilt of Adam's first

naked. And Adam and his wife

bid themſelves from the pre-

fence ofthe Lord God amongſt

the trees of the garden. v. 13.

And the Lord God faid unto

the woman, What is this that
thou haft done? And the wo-

man faid, The ferpent beguil

ed me, and I did eat. With

2 Cor, 11. 3. and Eccl . 7. 29.

r Acts 17. 26. And hath

made of one blood all nations

of men.

f Gen. 2. 17. But of the

tree of the knowledge of good

and evil, thou shalt not eat of

it ; for in the day that thou

eateſt thereof thou fhalt furely

die, Compared with Rom. 5 .

12 to 20 verfe, and with 1 Cor.

15. 21 , 22.

tRom. 5. 12. Wherefore ,

as by one man fin entered in-

to the world, and death by

fin ; and fo death paffed upon

all men, for that all have fin-

ned. Gal. 3. 10. For as ma-

ny as are of the works of the

law, are under the curfe : for

it is written, Curfed is every

one that continueth not in all

things which are written in

the book ofthe law to do them.

v Rom. 3. 23. Allhave fin-
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fin", the want of that righteoufnefs wherein he

was created, and the corruption of his nature,

whereby he is utterly indifpofed, difabled, and

made oppofite unto all that is fpiritually good,

and wholly inclined to all evil, and that continu-

ally ; which is commonly called originalfin, and

from which do proceed all actual tranfgreffions".

Q. 26. How is original fin conveyed from our

firft parents unto their pofterity ?

A. Original fin is conveyed from our first pa-

rents unto their pofterity by natural generation,

ned, and come thort of the

glory of God. 1 John 3. 4.

Sin is the tranfgreffion of the

law. Gal. 3. 10-12.

w Rom. 5. 12. 19. Where-

fore, as by one man fin enter-

ed into the world , and death

by fin and fo death paffed up-

on all men, for that all have

finned. By one man's difobe-

dience many were made fin

ners. I Cor. 15. 22.

x Rom. 5. 6. For when we

were yet without ftrength, in

due time Chrift died for the

ungodly. Rom . 3. 10 to 20.

As it is written , There is none

righteous, no not one : There

is none that underſtandeth;

there is none that feeketh

after God. They are all gone

out of the way, they are toge-

ther become unprofitable, there

is none that doeth good, no not

one. Eph. 2. 1 , 2 , 3. And

you hath he quickened, who

were dead in trefpaffes and

So

fins, &c. Rom. 8. 7, 8. Be-

cauſe the carnal mind is enmi-

ty againft God for it is not

fubject to the law of God,

neither indeed can be.

then they that are in the fleſh ,

cannot pleaſe God . Gen. 6. 5.

And God faw that the wick-

edneſs of man was great in

the earth, and that everyim-

agination of the thoughts of

his heart was only evil conti-

rually.

y James r. 14, 15. But e-

very man is tempted, when

he is drawn away of his own

luft , and enticed. Then when

luft hath conceived, it bring-

eth forth fin and fin, when

it is finifhed , bringeth forth

death. Mat. 15. 19. For out

of the heart proceed evil

thoughts, murders, adulteries,

fornications thefts, falfe wit

nefs, blafphemies.
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fo as all that proceed from them in that way, are

conceived and born in fin .

Q. 27. What mifery did the fall bring upon

mankind ?

A. The fall brought upon mankind the loſs

of communion with God", his difpleafure and

curfe; fo as we are by nature children of wrath",

bond flaves to Satan , and juftly liable to all pu-

nishments in this world and that which is to

comed

Q. 28. What are the puniſhments offin in this

world?

:

z Pfal . 51. 5. Behold I was

fhapen in iniquity and in fin

did nty mother conceive me.

Job 14. 4. Who can bring a

clean thing out of an unclean?

not one. Job 15. 14. What

is man, that he fhould be

clean? and he which is born of

a woman, that he fhould be

righteous? John 3. 6. That

which is born of the flesh , is

flesh.

a Gen. 3. 8, 24. And they

heard the voice of the Lord

God walking in the garden in

the cool of the day ; and Adam

and his wife hid themfelves

from the prefence of the Lord

God, amongst the trees of the

garden. So he drove out the

man: and he placed at the

eaft of the garden of Eden,

Cherubims, and a flaming

fword, which turned every

way, to keep the way of the

tree of life.

b Eph. 2. 2. 3. Wherein

in time paft ye walked, ac-

cording to the courfe of this

world, according to the prince

of the power of the air, the

fpirit that now worketh in the

children of difobedience . A-

mong whom alfo we all had

our converfation in times paft,

in the lufts of our fleſh , fulfil-

ling the defires of the flesh ,

and of the mind, and were by

nature the children of wrath,

even as others.

c 2 Tim. 2. 26. And that

they may recover themſelves

out of the fnare of the devil,

who are taken captive by him

at his will. Luke 11. 21, 227

Heb. 2. 14.

Q3
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A. The punishments of fin in this world, are

either inward; as blindneſs of mind , a reprobate

fenfe , ftrong delufions" , hardneſs of heart", hor-

ror of confcience ', and vile affections : Or out-

ward, as the curfe of God upon the creatures

for our fakes' ; and all other evils that befal us in

our bodies, names, eftates, relations , and em-

ployments ; together with death itſelf" .

Q. 29. What are the puniſhments offin in thé

world to come?

d Rom. 6. 23.

of fin is death.

Gen. 2. 17.

The wages

Rom. 5. 14.

e Eph. 4. 18. Having the

underſtanding darkened, be-

ing alienated from the life of

God, through the ignorance

that is in them, becauſe of the

blindnefs of their heart.

fRom. 1. 28. Even as they

did not like to retain God in

their knowledge, God gave

them over to a reprobate mind,

to do thofe things which are

not convenient.

g 2 Theff. 2. II. And for

this caufe God fhall fend them

ftrong delufion , that they

fhould believe a lie.

h Rom. 2.5 But after thy

hardneſs and impenitent heart,

treafureft up unto thyfelf wrath

against the day of wrath, and

revelation of the righteous

judgment of God.

ilfa. 33. 14. The finners in

Zion are afraid , fearfulneſs

hath furprifed the hypocrites,

Who among us fhall dwell with

the devouring fire? Who a

mongst us fhall dwell with

everlaſting burnings ? Gen. 4 .

13 , 14. Mat. 27. 4. Heb. 10.

275

kRom. 1. 26. Forthis caufe

God gave them up unto vile

affections.

1 Gen. 3. 17. Becauſe thou

haft hearkened unto the voice

of thy wife, and haft eaten

of the tree , of which I com-

manded thee, faying, Thou

fhalt not eat of it : curfed is

the ground for thy fake ; in for-

row fhalt thou eat of it all the

days of thy life.

m Deut. 28. 14. to the end.

If thou wilt not hearken unto

the voice of the Lord thy God,

all thefe curfes fhall comeupon

thee : Curfed fhalt thou be in

the city, &c.

Whatn Rom. 6. 21 , 23.

fruit had ye then in thofe

things whereof ye are now

afhamed? for the end of thofe

things is death. The wages of

fin is death.
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4. The punishments of fin in the world to

come, are, everlaſting ſeparation from the com-

fortable prefence of God, and moſt grievous tor-

ments in foul and body, without intermiflion,

in hell fire for ever".

Q. 30. Doth God leave all mankind to periſh in

the eftate offin and miſery?

A. God doth not leave all men to perish in

the estate of fin and mifery", into which they

fell by the breach of the firſt covenant, common-

ly called the covenant of works : but of his mere

love and mercy delivereth his elect out of it, and

bringeth them into an eftate of falvation by the

ſecond covenant, commonly called the covenant

of grace'.

ó 2 Theff. 1. 9. Who ſhall

be punished with everlaſting

deftruction, from the pre-

fence of the Lord, and from

the glory of his power. Mark

9 43, 44 To-go into hell,

where their worm dieth not,

and the fire is not quench-

ed. Luke 16. 24, 25 , 26.-

Send Lazarus that he may

dip the tip of his finger in wa

ter, and cool my tongue: for

I am tormented in this flame.

Between us and you there is a

great gulph fixed : fo that they

which would pass from hence

to you cannot ; neither can

they país to us, that would

come from thence. Mat.

25. 41, 46. Rev. 14. 11. John

3.36

p 1 Theff. 5.9. For God

hath not appointed us to wrath;

but to obtain falvation by our

Lord Jefus Chriſt.

q Gal. 3. 10. For as many

as are of the works of the law,

are under the curfe ; for it is

written, Curfed is every one

that continueth not in all

things which are written in
the book of the law to do

them, &c

r Tit. 34, 5, 6, 7. But

after that the kindnefs and

love of God our Saviour to-

wards man appeared, not by

works of righteoufnefs which

we have done , but according

to his mercy he faved us, by

the wafhing of regeneration,

and renewing of the Holy
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Q. 31. With whom was the covenant ofgrace

made?

A. The covenant of grace was made with

Chriſt as the ſecond Adam, and in him with all

the elect as his feed'.

Q. 32. How is the grace of God manifefted in

thefecond covenant?

A. The grace of God is manifeſted in the fe-

cond covenant, in that he freely provideth and

offereth to finners a mediator', and life and falva-

tion by him'; and requiring faith as the condi-

Ghoft ? which he fhed on us

abundantly, through Jefus

Chrift our Saviour : That be-

ing juftified by his grace, we

fhould be made heirs accord-

ing to the hope of eternal life.

Tit. I. 2. In hope of eternal

life , which God that cannot

lie, promifed before the world

began. Gal. 3. 21. Rom . 3. 20,

21, 22.

f Gal . 3. 16. Now to A

hraham and his feed were the

promifes made. He faith not

Andto feeds, as of many ; but

as of one, And to thy feed,

which is Chrift. Ifa. 59. 21. As

forme, this is my covenant with

them, faith the Lord, My Spi.

rit that is upon thee, and my

words which I have put in thy

mouth, fhall not depart out

of thy mouth, nor out of the

mouth of thy feed, nor out of

the mouth of thy feed's feed,

faith the Lord, from henceforth

and for ever. Zac. 6. 13.

Luke 22. 29. 9 Sam. 23. 5.

Rom. 5. 15, to the end.

t Gen. 3. 15. And I will

put enmity between thee and

the woman , and between thy

feed and her feed : it fhall

bruiſe thy head, and thou

fhalt bruife his heel . Ifa. 42

6. I the Lord have called thee

in righteoufnefs and will hold

thine hand, and will keep thee,

and will give thee for a cove-

nant of the people, for a

light of the Gentiles. John 6.

27. Labour not for the meat

which perisheth, but for that

nieat which endureth unto

everlaſting life , which the Son

ofman fhall give unto you : for

him hath God the Father feal-

ed. 1 Tim. 2. 5.

v 1 John 1. 11, 12. And this

is the record, That God hath

given unto us eternal life, and

this life is in his Son. He that

hath the Sen, hath life..
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tion to intereft themin him", promiſeth and giveth

his Holy Spirit to all his elect , to work in them

that faith", with all other faving graces"; and to

enable them unto all holy obedience , as the evi-

dence of the truth of their faith", and thankfulǝ

nefs to God , and as the way which he hath ap-

pointed them to falvation".

Q. 33. Was the covenant of grace always ad-

miniftered after one and thefame manner?

A. The covenant of grace was not always ad,

miniftered after the fame manner, but the admis

w John 3. 16. For God fo

loved the world, that he gave

his only begotten Son, that

whofoever believeth in him,

fhould not perish, but have

everlasting life. John 1. 12.

But as many asreceived him,

to them gave he power to be

come the fons of God, even

to them that believe on his

name. Chap. 3. verfé 36.

x Prov. 1. 23. Behold, I

will pour out my Spirit unto

you, I will make known my

words unto you. Ifa . 59. 21.

Zac. 12. 10.

y 2 Cor. 4. 13. We having

the fame Spirit of faith, ac-

cording as it is written, I be

lieved, and therefore have I

fpoken : we alſo believe, and

thereforeſpeak,

z Gal. 5. 22, 23. But the

fruit of the Spirit, is love, joy,

peace, long-ſuffering, gentle

nefs , goodnefs, faith, meeknefs,

temperance : againſt ſuch there

is no law.

a Ezek. 36. 27. And I will

put my Spirit within you, and

caufe you to walk in my fta-

tutes, and ye fhall keep my

judgments and do them.

bJames 2. 18. Yea, a man

may fay, Thou haft faith, and

I have works: fhew me thy

faith without thy works, and I

will fhew thee my faith by my

works. Verſe 22. Seeft thou

how faith wrought with his

works, and by works wasfaith

made perfect?

c 2 Cor. 5. 14, 15. For the

love of Chriſt conſtraineth us

d Eph. 2. 10. For we are

his workmanship, created in

Chrift Jefus unto good works,

which God hath before ordain-

ed that we ſhould walk inthem.

Tit. 2. 14. and 3. &
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niſtrations of it under the Old Teftament were

different from thoſe under the New .

Q. 34. How was the covenant of grace admi-

niflered under the Old Teftament?

A. The covenant of grace was adminiſtered

under the Old Teftament, by promiſes , prophe-

cies , facrifices", circumcifion', the paffover*, and

other types and ordinances ; which did all fore-

fignify Chrift then to come, and were for that

time fufficient to build up the elect in faith in

the promiſed Meffiah', by whom they then had

full remiffion of fin and eternal falvation".

Q. 35. How is the covenant of grace adminif-

tered under the New Teftament?

A. Under the New Teftament, when Chrift

the ſubſtance was exhibited, the fame covenant

ofgrace was, and ſtill is to be, adminiſtered in the

preaching of the word", and the adminiſtration

e 2 Cor. 3. 6, 9. Who alfo

hath made us able minifters of

the NewTeftament, not ofthe

letter, but of the fpirit : and

Heb. 1. 1 , 2. chap. 8. 7 , 8, &c.

f Rom. 15. 8. Now I fay,

that Jefus Chrift wasa minifter

of the circumcifion for the truth

of God, to confirm the promi-

fes made unto the fathers. Acts

3. 20.

g Acts 3. 20, 24.

hHeb. 1o. I.

i Rom. 4. II.

Ik 1 Cor. 5. 7. Exodus 12. 14,

17, 24.

1 (Heb . 8. 9. and ro chép-

ters) Heb. 11. 13. Thefe all

died in faith, not having re-

ceived the promiſes, but having

feen them afar off, and were

perfuaded of them, and em-

braced them, and confeffed that

theywereftrangers andpilgrims

on the earth.

m Gal. 3. 7, 8 , 9, 14.

n Mark 16. 15. And he

faid unto them, Go ye into all

the world, and preach the gof-

pel to every creature.
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of the facraments of baptifm° and the Lord's

fupper"; in which grace and falvation are held

forth in more fulnefs, evidence and efficacy to

all nations'.

Q 36. Who is the Mediator of the covenant

of grace?

A. The only Mediator of the covenant of

grace is the Lord Jeſus Chriſt', who being the

eternal Son of God, of one fubftance and equal

with the Father , in the fulneſs of time became

man', and fo was, and continues to be, God and

man in two entire diſtinct natures, and one per-

fon for ever".

o Mat. 28. 19, 20. Go ye

therefore and teach all nations,

baptizing them in the name of

the Father, and of the Son, and

of the Holy Ghoſt.

p1 Cor. 11. 23, 24, 25, 26.

For Ihave received ofthe Lord

that which alſo I delivered unto

you, &c. This do ye, as oft

as ye drink it, in remembrance

of me. For as often as ye eat

this bread, and drink this cup,

ye do fhew the Lord's death

till he come. [Till he come

to judgment : for he had come

in the Spirit long before this

time.] See alfo the gospels.

q 2 Cor. 3. 6.

r1 Tim. 2. 5. For there is

one God, and one Mediator

between God and men, the

man Chrift Jefus.

fJohn I. 1. In the begin-

ning wasthe Word, and the

Word was with God, and the

Word was God. John 10. 30. I

and my Father are one. Phil.

2.6. Who being in the form

of God, thought it not rob-

bery to be equal with God.

t Gal. 4. 4. But when the

fulness of the time was come,

God fent forth his Son, made

of a woman.

v Luke 1 35. That holy

thing which shall be born of

thee, fhall be called the Son

ofGod, Rom. 9. 5. Whoſe are

the fathers, and of whom as

concerning the flesh Chrift

came ; who is over all God blef-

fed for ever. Amen. Col. 2. 9.

For in him dwelleth all the ful-

nefs of the Godhead bodily.

L
.
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37. How did Chrift, being the Son of God,

become man?

A. Chrift the Son of God became man, by

taking to himſelf a true body, and a reaſonable

foul", being conceived by the power of the Ho-

ly Ghoſt, in the womb of the Virgin Mary, of

her fubftance, and born of her , yet without fin'.

Q. 38. Why was it requifite that the Mediator

Should be God?

t
A. It was requifite that the Mediator fhould

be God, that he might fuftain and keep the hu-

man nature from finking under the infinite wrath

of God, and the power of death ' ; give worth

and efficacy to his fufferings, obedience, and in-

w John I. 14. And the

Word was made flesh, and

dwelt among us. Mat. 26. 38.

Myfoul is exceedingforrowful,

even unto death.

x Luke 1. 31 , 35, 42. And

behold thou fhalt conceive in

thy womb, and bring forth a

fon, and fhalt call his name

Jefus. The Holy Ghoft fhall
come upon thee, and the

power of the Higheſt fhall

over fhadow thee : therefore

alfo that holy thing which

fhall be born of thee, fhall be

called the Son of God. Bleffed

art thou among women, and

bleffed is the fruit of thy

womb. Gal. 4. 4. God fent

forth his Son made of a wo-

man.

y Heb. 4. 15 For we have

not an high priest who cannot

be touched with the feeling of

our infirmities, but was in all

points tempted like as we are ,

yet without fin . Heb. 7. 26.

For fuch an high priest became

us, whoisholy, harmless, un-

defiled, feparate from finners.

Z Acts 2. 24. Whom

God hath raifed up, having

loofed the pains of death ; be-

caufe it was not poffible that

he fhould be holden of it.

Rom. 1. 4. Declared to be

the Son of God with power,

according to the Spirit of holi-

nefs, by the refurrection from

the dead.

a Acts 20. 28. To feed

the church of God, which he

hath purchaſed with his own

blood. Heb. 9. 14. How much

more fhall the blood of Christ,

who through the eternal Spirit

offered himſelf without fpot to

God, purge your confcience

from dead works, to ferve

the living God? Heb. 7. 25 .
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terceffion² ; and to fatisfy God's juſtice , procure

his favour , purchaſe a peculiar people , give his

Spirit to them , conquer all their enemies , and

bring them to everlaſting falvation .

39. Why was it requifite that the mediator

fhould be man ?

A. It was requifite that the mediator ſhould

be man, that he might advance our nature", per-

form obedience to the law ' , fuffer and make

interceffion for us in our nature , have a fellow-

26, 27, 28. Wherefore he is

able alfo to fave them to the

uttermoft, that come unto God

by him, feeing he ever liveth

to make interceffion for them.

&c .

b Rom. 3. 24, 25, 26.

Being juftified freely by his

grace , through the redemption

that is in Jefus Chrift : Whom

God hath fet forth to be a

propitiation through faithin his

blood, to declare his righte-

oufnefs, for the remiffion of

fins. That he might be juft,

and the juftifier of him who
believeth in Jefus.

e Eph. 1. 6. To the praiſe of

the glory of his grace , wherein

he hath made us accepted in

the Beloved.

d Tit. 2. 13, 14. Who gave

himfelf for us, that he might

redeem us from all iniquity,

and purify unto himſelf a pe-

culiar people, zealous of good

works.

e John 15. 26. But when

the Comforter is come, whom

I will fend unto you from the

Father. John 16. 7. Chap. 14.

26.

f Lake 1. 68, 69 , 71 , 74.

And hath raiſed up an horn

of falvation for us, that we

fhould be faved from our ene

mies.

g Heb. 5. 9. He became

the author of eternal falvati-

on unto all them that obey

him. Chap. 9. 11 , 12, 13 , 14,

15.

R

h Heb. 2. 16. For verily he

took not on him the nature of

angels ; but he took on him the
feed of Abraham .

i Gal. 4. 4. God fent forth

his Son, made of a woman,

made under the law. Rom.

5. 19By the obedience of

one fhall many be made right-

eous.

k Heb. 2. 14. Forasmuch

then as the children are par-

takers of flesh and blood, he

allo himſelf likewife took part

of the fame, that through

death he might deftroy him
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feeling of our infirmities '; that we might receive

the adoption of fons" , and have comfort and accefs

with boldneſs unto the throne of grace".

Q. 40. Why was it requifite that the mediator

fhould be God and man in one perfon ?

A. It was requifite that the mediator, who

was to reconcile God and man, fhould himſelf

be both God and man , and this in one perfon ;

that the proper works of each nature might be

accepted of God for us", and relied on by us,

as the works of the whole perfon".

Q. 41. Why was our mediator called Jefus ?

A. Our mediator was called Jefus, becauſe

he faveth his people from their fins¹.

that had the power of death.

Heb. 7. 24, 25. But this man,

becauſe he continueth ever,

hath an unchangeable prieft-

hood. Wherefore he is able

alſo to ſave them to the utter-

moft that come unto God by

him, feeing he ever liveth to

make interceffion for them.

1 Heb. 4. 15. For we have

not an high priest who cannot

be touched with the feeling of

our infirmities ; but was in all

points tempted like as we are,

yet without fin.

m Gal. 4. 5. To redeem

them that were under the law,

that we might receive the adop-

tion offons.

n Heb. 4. 15, 16. Let

us therefore come boldly unto

the throne of grace, that we

may obtain mercy, and find

grace to help in time of

need.

Beholdo Mat. 1. 21, 23 .

a virgin fhall bring forth a

fon , and they shall call his

name Emmanuel, which being

interpreted is, God with us.

Mat. 3. 17. This is my be-

loved Son, in whom I am well

pleaſed.

PI Pet. 2. 6. Behold I lay

in Zion a chief corner-ftone,

elect , precious : and he that

believeth on him fhall not be

confounded.

q Mat. 1. 21. And the

fhall bring forth afon, andthou

fhalt call his name Jefus for

he fhall fave his people from

their fins.
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Q42. Why was our mediator called Chriſt ?

A. Our mediator was called Chrift, becauſe

he was anointed with the Holy Ghoſt above

meaſure ' ; and fo fet apart, and fully furniſhed

with all authority and ability , to execute the

offices of a prophet' , prieſt ' , and king of his

church, in the eftate both of his humiliation and

exaltation".

Q. 43. How doth Chrift execute the office of a

prophet ?

A. Chrift executeth the office of a prophet,

in his revealing to the church in all ages, by his

Spirit and word', in divers ways of adminiftra-

rJohn 3. 34. God giveth

not the Spirit by meaſure unto

him. Pfa. 45. 7. God thy God

nath anointed rice with the oil

of gladness above thy fellows.

f John 6. 27. Labour not

for the meat which perifheth,

but for that meat which endu-

reth unto everlasting life,

whichthe Son ofman fhall give

unto you for him hath God

the Fatherfealed. Mat. 28. 19,

10.

t Acts 3. 21, 22. For Mofes

truly faid unto the Fathers, A

prophet fhall the Lord your

God raiſe up unto you, of

your brethren, like unto me ;

him fhall ye hear in all things

whatſoever he fhall fay unto

you. Luke 4. 18, 21 .

v Heb. 5. 5, 6. So alfo

Chrift glorified not himself, to

be made an high priest : but

he that faid unto him , Thou

art my Son, to-day have I be-

gotten thee. As he faith alſo

in another place, Thou art a

prieft for ever after the order

of Melchifedec. Heb. 4. 14,

15.

w Ifa .9. 6. Thegovernment

fhall be upon his fhoulder. Of

the increaſe of his government

and peace there fhall be no end.

Pfa . 2. 6.

x John 1. 18. No man hath

feen God at any time ; the only

begotten Son which is in the

bofom of the Father, he hath

declared him.

Ofy 1 Pet. 1. 10, 12.

which falvation the prophets

have enquired, and fearched

diligently, who prophesied of

the grace that should come

unto you. Unto whom it was

revealed that not unto them-

R 2
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tion , the whole will of God , in all things

concerningtheir edification and falvation".

Q. 44. How doth Chrift execute the office of

apriest ?

A. Chrift executeth the office of a priest, in

his once offering himſelf a facrifice without ſpot

to God , to be a reconciliation for the fins of his

people" ; and in making continual interceffion

for them .

Q. 45. How doth Chrift execute the office of a

king?

felves, but unto us they did

minifter the things which are

now reported unto you, by

them that have preached the

gofpel untoyou , with the Holy

Ghoft fent down from heaven.

z Heb. I. I , 2. God who

at fundry times, and in divers

manners, fpake in time paft unto

the fathers, by the prophets,

hath in thefe last days fpoken

unto us by his Son.

a John 15. 15. But I have

called youfriends ; for all things

that I have heard ofmy Father,

I have made known unto

you.

b Eph. 4. 11 , 12, 13. And

he gave fome, apoftles ; and

fome, prophets ; and fome,

evangelifts ; and fome, paftors

and teachers ; for the per-

fecting of the faints, for the

work of the miniftry, for the

edifying ofthe body of Chrift :

Till we all come in the unity

ofthe faith, and of the know-

ledge ofthe Son ofGod, unto a

perfect man, unto the meaſure

of the ftature of the fulness of

Chri . John 20. 31.

c Heb. 9. 14 28 Howmuch

more fhall the blood of Chriſt,

who through the eternal Spi-

rit offered himſelf without

fpot to God, purge your con-

fcience-So Chrift was once

offered to bear the fins of

many.

d Heb . 2. 17. That he might

be a merciful and faithful high

priest , in things pertaining to

God, to make reconciliation for

the fins of the people.

e Heb. 7. 25. Wherefore he

is able alfo to fave them to

the uttermoft, that come unto

God by him, fecing he ever

liveth to make interceffion for

them.
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A. Chrift executeth the office of a king, in

calling out of the world a people to himſelf ;

and giving them officers , laws", and cenfures,

by which he viſibly governs them ' ; in bestowing

faving grace upon his elect", rewarding their o-

bedience', and correcting them for their fins",

preferving and ſupporting them under all their

temptations and ſufferings", reftraining and o-

vercoming all their enemies", and powerfully or-

dering all things for his own glory", and their

f Ifa . 55. 4, 5.- Behold thou

fhalt call a nation that thou

knoweft not, and nations that

knew not thee , fhall run unto

thee, becauſe of the Lord thy

God, and for the Holy One of

Ifrael ; for he hath glorified

thee. Gen. 49. 10.

g 1 Cor. 12. 28. And God

hath fet fome in the church,

first apoftles, fecondarily pro- .

phets, thirdly teachers, after

that miracles, then gifts of

healings, helps, governments,

diverfities of tongues. Eph.

4. II, 12.

h Ifa. 33. 22. For the

Lord is our judge, the Lord

is our law-giver, the Lord

is our king, he will fave

us.

And ifi Mat. 18. 17, 18.

he fhall neglect to hear them ,

tell it unto the church : but if

he neglect tohearthe church, let

him beunto thee as an heathen

manand a publican. Verily I fay

nnto you, Whatſoever ye fhall

bind on earth, fhall be bound

in heaven ; and whatfoever

ye fhall loofe on earth, fhall

be loofed in heaven. I Cor.

5. 4. 5.1 Tim. 5. 20. Tit. 3. 10.

k Acts 5. 31 Him hath

God exalted with his right

hand to be a Prince and a

Saviour for to give repentance

toIfael, and forgiveness offins.

' fa 68. 18.

1 Rev. 22. 12. And behold

I come quickly ; and my re-

ward is with me, to give every

man according as his work

fhall be, Mat. 25. 34, 35, 36..

Rom. 2. 7.

m Rev. 3. 19 As many as

I love I rebuke and chaften..

Heb. 12. 6, 7.

n Ifa. 63. 9. In all their

affliction he was afflicted, and

the angel ofhis prefence faved

them: in his love and in his

pity he redeemed them, and

he bare them, and carried

them all the days of old

o 1 Cor. 15. 25. For he

muft reign till he hath put all

enemies under his feet. Pfa..

110. throughout .

p Rom. 14. II. As I live

R
23
3
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good ; and alfo in taking vengeance on the reſt ,

who know not God, and obey not the gospel".

Q. 46. What was the eftate ofChrist's humiliati-

on ?

A. The eftate of Chrift's humiliation was that

low condition, wherein he, for our fakes, emp-

tying himſelf of his glory, took upon him the

form of a fervant, in his conception and birth,

life , death, and after his death until his refur-

rection'.

Q. 47. How did Christ humble himſelf in his

conception and birth ?

A. Chrift humbled himfelf in his conception

and birth, in that, being from all eternity the

Son of God in the bofom of the Father, he was

pleafed in the fulneſs of time to become the fon

of man, made of a woman of low eftate, and to

faith the Lord, every knee

fhall bow to me, and every

tongue fhall confefs to God.

Phil. 2. II. And that every

tongue fhould confefs, that Je-

fus Chrift is Lord, to the glo-

ry of God the Father.

q Rom. 8. 28. And we

know that all things work to.

gether for good, to them that

Jove God, to them who are

the called according to his

purpoſe.

r 2 Theff. 1. 8. In flam-

ing fire, taking vengeance on

them that know not God, and

that obey not the goſpel of our

Lord Jefus Chrift. Pla . 2. 9.

Thou shalt break them with a

rod of iron , thou fhalt dafh

them in pieces like a potter's

veſſel .

f Phil. 2. 6, 7 , 8. Who be-

ing in the form of God,

thought it not robbery to be e-

qual with God : but made

himſelf ofno reputation, and

took upon him the form ofa

fervant, and was made in the

likeness of men : and being

found in fashion as a man,

he humbled himſelf, and be-

came obedient unto death, e-

ven the death of the crofs.
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be born of her, with divers circumstances of

more than ordinary abaſement'.

Q. 48. How did Chrift humble himſelf in his

life?

A. Chrift humbled himſelf in his life, by

fubjecting himſelf to the law , which he per-

fectly fulfilled", and by conflicting with the in-

dignities of the world , temptations of Satan",

and infirmities in his fleſh ; whether common to

the nature of man, or particularly accompanying

that his low condition".

Q. 49. How did Chrift humble himſelf in his

death?

A. Chrift humbled himfelf in his death, in

that having been betrayed by Judas“ , forſaken

2 Cor. 8. 9. For ye know the

grace ofour Lord Jefus Chrift,

that though he wasrich, yet for

your fakeshe became poor, that

ye through his povertymight be

rich. Luke 1. 31. Acts 2. 24.

t John 1. 14. The Word

was made flesh and dwelt a-

mong us-v. 18. The only be-

gotten Son, which is in the

bofom of the Father Luke 2

7. And the brought forth her

first born fon, and wrapped

him in fwaddling clothes, and
laid himin a manger

come to deſtroy, but to fulfil,

Rom. 5. 19.

x Pfal. 22. 6. But I am a

worm, and no man ; a re-

proach of men, and deſpiſed of

the people. Ifa. 53. 2 , 3. Heb.

12. 2. 3.

y Mat. 4. 1 to 12. Then

was Jefus led up of the Spirit

into the wilderneſs, to be

tempted of the devil, &c.

Luke 4. v. I to 14.

z Heb. 2. 17, 18. Where-

fore in all things it behoved

him to be made like unto his

v Gal . 4. 4. God fent forth brethren- For in that he him-

his Son, made of a woman, felf hath fuffered, being tempt-

made under the law. ed, he is able to fuccour them

w Mat. 5. 17. Think not that are tempted. Heb. 4. 15.

that I am come to deftroy the Ifa. 52. 14.

law or the prophets ; I am not
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by his difciples , fcorned and rejected by the

world , condemned by Pilate, and tormented by

his perfecutors'; having alfo conflicted with the

terrors of death and the powers of darkneſs, felt

and born the weight of God's wrath , he laid

down his life an offering for fin', enduring the

painful, fhameful, and curfed death of the

crofs .

*

Q. 50. Wherein confifted Chriff's humiliation af-

ter his death ?

A. Chrift's humiliation after his death, con-

fifted in his being buried", and continuing in the

ftate of the dead, and under the power of death

till the third day' , which hath been otherwife

expreffed in theſe words, He defcended into bell.

a Mat. 27. 4.

b Mat. 26. 56. Then all

the difciples forfook him, and

fled.

c Ifa. 53. I. 3. He is de-

fpifed and rejected of men, a

man of forrows and acquaint-

ed with grief ; and we hid as

it were our faces from him ;

he was defpifed, and we ef-

teemed him not.

d Mat. 27. 26. And when

he had fcourged Jefus, he de-

livered him to be crucified.

John 19. 34. Luke 22. 63,

64.

e Luke 22. 44. And being

in an agony, he prayed more

earnestly, and his fweat was

as it were great drops of blood

falling down to the ground.

Mat. 27. 46. And about the

ninth hour, Jefus cried with a

loud voice -Eli, Eli , lama fa-

bachthani,-MyGod, my God,

why haft thou forfaken me?

Rom. 8. 32. Luke 22. 23.

f Ifa. 53. 10. Thou shalt

make his foul an offering for

fin.

g Phil. 2. 8. And being

found in fashion as a man, he

humbled himfelf, and became

obedient unto death, even the

death of the crofs Heb. 12. 2.

Gal. 3. 13.

h 1 Cor. 15. 3, 4.

i Mat. 12. 40. For as Jonas

was three days and three nights

in the whale's belly ; fo fhall

the Son of man be three days

and three nights in the heart
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Q. 51. What was the eftate of Chriff's exalta-

tion ?

A. The eſtate of Chrift's exaltation compre-

hendeth his refurrection , afcenfion', fitting at

the right hand of the Father " , and his coming

again to judge the world".

Q. 52. How was Chrift exalted in his refur-

rection ?

A. Chrift was exalted in his refurrection, in

that, not having feen corruption in death (of

which it was not poffible for him to be held") and

having the very fame body in which he fuffered,

with the effential properties thereof" (but with-

out mortality and other common infirmities be-

longing to this life) really united to his foul , he

rofe again from the dead the third day by his own

of the earth. Pfal. 16. 10.

compared with Acts 2. 24, 25,

26. Rom. 6. 9.

k 1 Cor. 15. 4. And that

he rofe again the third day,

according to the fcriptures.

1 Mark 16 19. So then,

after the Lord had fpoken un-

to them, he was received up

into heaven.

m Eph. 1. 20. And fet him

at his own right hand.

n Acts 1. 11. The fame Je-

fus who is taken up from you

into heaven, fhall fo come in

like manner as ye have feen

him go into heaven. Acts 17.

31.

o Acts 2. 24. Whom God

hath raiſed up, having loofed

the pains of death : becauſe it

was not poffible that he ſhould

be holden of it. Pfal . 16. 10.

For thou wilt not leave my

foul in hell ; neither wilt thou

fuffer thine holy one to fee

corruption .

p Luke 24. 39. Behold my

hands and my feet, that it is I

myfelf: handle me and fee ;

for a fpirit hath not flesh and

bones, as ye fee me have.

q Rev. I. 18. I am he that

liveth and was dead ; and be-

hold I am alive for evermore,

Amen; and have the keys of

hell and of death.
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power' ; whereby he declared himſelf to be the

Son of God , to have fatisfied divine juftice ' , to

have vanquished death, and him that had the

power of it , and to be Lord of quick and dead".

did as a public perfon , the head

of his church', for their juſtification", quicken-

ing in grace , fupport against enemies , and to

affure them of their refurrection from the dead

at the laſt day .

All which he

Q. 53. How was Chrift exalted in his afcenfion?

r John 10. 18. No man

taketh it from me, but I lay

it down of myfelf : I have

power to lay it down, and I

have power to take it again.

f Rom. 1. 4 And decla-

red to be the Son of God with

power, according to the Spi-

rit of holinefs, by the refur-

rection from the dead.

t Rom, 8. 34. Who is he

that condemneth ? it is Christ

that died, yea rather that is ri-

fen again , who is even at the

right hand of God.

v Heb. 2. 14. That through

death he might deftroy him

that had the power of death,

that is the devil .

w Rom. 14. 9. For to this

end Chrift both died, and rofe,

and revived, that he might be

Lord both of the dead and

living.

XI Cor. 15. 21 , 22. For

fince by man came death, by

man came alfo the refurrecti-

on of the dead. For as in A-

dam all die, even fo in Chriſt

ſhall all be made alive.

y Eph. 1. 20. 22. 23. And

gave him to be the head over

all things to the church, which

is his body, the fulneſs of him

that filleth all in all. Col. I.

18.

z Rom. 4. 25. Who was

delivered for our offences, and

was raiſed again for our jufti.

fication.

a Eph. 2. 1 , 5 , 6. Even

when we were dead in fins,

hath quickened us together

with Chrift. Col. 2. 12.

b1 Cor. 15. 25, 26. For he

muft reign, till he hath put
all enemies under his feet.

The laft enemy that ſhall be

destroyed is death.

c 1 Cor. 15. 20. But now

is Chrift rifen from the dead,

and become the firft-fruits of

them that flept.
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A. Chrift was exalted in his afcenfion , in

that having, after his refurrection, often appeared

unto, and converſed with his apoſtles , ſpeaking

to them ofthe things pertaining to the kingdom

of God , and giving them commiffion to preach

the goſpel to all nations ; forty days after his

refurrection, he, in our nature , and as our head',

triumphing over enemies , vifibly went up intothe

highest heavens, there to receive gifts for men ",

to raiſe up our affections thither ', and to prepare

a place for us , where himſelf is and fhall conti-

nue till his second coming at the end of the

world'.

Q. 54. How is Chrift exalted in his fitting at the

right hand ofGod ?

d Acts 1. 2, 3. Until the

day in which he was taken up,

after that he through the Ho-

ly Ghoſt had given command-

ments unto the apoftles whom

he had chofen . To whom al-

fo he ſhewed himſelf alive af-

ter his paffion , by many infal-

lible proofs, being feen of

them forty days, and ſpeaking

of the things pertaining to the

kingdom ofGod.

e Mat. 28. 19, 20. Go ye

therefore and teach all nations,

&c. Mark16. 15 .

fHeb. 6. 20. Whither the

forerunner is for us entered,

even Jefus, made an high

prieft for ever.- See alſo let-

ter d.

g Eph. 4 8. Wherefore he

faith, When he afcended up on

high, he led captivity captive,

and gave gifts unto men.

h Acts I. 9, 10, 11. While

they beheld, he was taken up,

and a cloud received him out

of their fight . Pfal. 68. 18.

Thou haft afcended on high :-

thou haft received gifts for

men ; yea, for the rebellious

alfo, that the Lord God might

dwell among them.
i Col. 3. 1. 2. If ye then be

rifen with Chrift , feek thofe

things which are above, where

Chrift fitteth on the right

hand of God.

k John 14. 1 , 2. I go to

prepare a place for you.
Acts 3. 21. Whom the

heaven must receive until the

times of reftitution of all

things.
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A. Chrift is exalted in his fitting at the right

hand of God, in that as God-man he is advan-

ced to the higheſt favour with God the Father",

with all fulneſs of joy", glory , and power over

all things in heaven and earth" ; and doth gather

and defend his church, and fubdue their ene-

mies ; furniſheth his minifters and people with

gifts and graces , and maketh interceffion for

them '.

Q. 55. How doth Chrift make interceffion ?

A. Chrift maketh interceffion, by his appear-

ing in our nature continually before the Father

in heaven , in the merit of his obedience and

facrifice on earth ' , declaring his will to have it

applied to all believers', anfwering all accufati-

m Phil. 2. 9. Where

fore God alfo hath highly exal-

ted him, and given him a

name which is above every

name.

n Acts 2. 28. Thou fhalt

make me full of joy with thy

countenance. Compared with,
Pfa. 16. 11.

o John 17. 5. And now O

Father, glorify thou me with

thine own felf, with the glory

with I had with thee before

the world was,

pEph. 1. 22. Andhe hath put

all things under his feet, and

gave him to be head over all

things to the church. 1. Pet.

3. 22 .

q Eph. 4. 11. 12. Pfa. 110.

throughout.

r Rom. 8. 34.

f Heb . 9. 24. For

Chrift is not entered into

the holy places made with

hands, which are the figures

of the true ; but into heaven

itſelf, now to appear in the

prefence of God for us.

t Heb. 1. 3. When he had

by himſelfpurged our fins, fat

down on the right hand of the

Majefty on high,

v John 17. 9, 20, 24.

Father I will that they alfe

whom thou haft given me be

with me where I am ; that

they may behold my glory

which thou haft given me..
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ons againſt them" ; and procuring for them quiet

of conſcience, notwithſtanding daily failings ,

accefs with boldneſs to the throne of grace', and

acceptance oftheir perfons and fervices".

Q. 56. How is Chrift to be exalted in his coming

again tojudgethe world ?

A. Chrift is to be exalted in his coming again

to judge the world, in that he, who was unjustly

judged and condemned by wicked men , ſhall

come again at the laſt day in great power , and

in the full manifeſtation of his own glory, and of

his Father's, with all his holy angels , with a

ſhout, with the voice of the archangel, and with

w Rom. 8. 33, 34. Who

fhall lay any thing to the

charge of God's elect ? It is

God that juſtifieth : Who is

he that condemneth ? It is

Chrift that died, yea, rather

that is rifen again, who is even

at the right hand ofGod, who

alfo maketh interceffion for us.

x 1 John 2. I, 2. If any

man fin, we have an advocate

with the Father, Jefus Chrift

the righteous. Roni. 5. 1 .

y Heb. 4. 15, 16. Let us

therefore come boldly unto the

throne of grace, that we may

obtain mercy, and find grace to

help in time of need .

z Eph. 1. 6. To the praife

of the glory of his grace,

wherein he hath made

cepted in the Beloved.

us ac-

a I Pet. 2. 5. Ye alfo as

lively ftones are built up a fpi-

ritual houſe, an holy priesthood

to offer up fpiritual facrifices.

acceptable to God by Jefus

Chriſt. Rev. 8. 3 , 4.

b Acts 3. 14, 15. But ye

denied the Holy One, and

the Juft, and defired a mur-

derer to be granted unto you,

and killed the Prince of

life .

c Mat. 24. 30. And then

fhall all the tribes of the earth

mourn, and they fhall fee the

Son of man coming in the

clouds of heaven , with power

and great glory.

d Luke 9. 26. For who-

foever fhall be afhamed of me,

and of my words, of him ſhall

the Son of man be afhamed,

when he fhall come in his own

glory, and his Father's, and

of the holy angels. Mat. 25.

31.

S
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the trumpet of God" , to judge the world in right-

eouſneſs'.

Q. 57. What benefits hath Chrift procured by

his mediation ?

A. Chrift by his mediation hath procured re-

demption , with all other benefits of the cove-

nant of grace".

Q. 58. How do we come to be made partakers of

the benefits which Chrift hathprocured ?

A. We are made partakers of the benefits

which Chrift hath procured, by the application

of them unto us' , which is the work efpecially

ofGod the Holy Ghoſt*.

59. Who are made partakers of redemption

through Chrift?

A. Redemption is certainly applied, and effec-

tually communicated, to all thofe for whom

e I Theff. 4. 16. For the

Lord himself fhall defcend

from heaven with a fhout,

withthe voice of the archangel,

and with the trump of God.

fActs 17. 31. Becauſe he hath

appointed a day, in the which

he will judge the world in

righteoufnefs, by that man

whomhehath ordained : where-

of he hath given affurance unto

all men, in that he hath raiſed

him from the dead.

g Heb. 9. 12. Neither by

the blood of goats and calves,

but by hisown blood , he enter-

ed in once into the holy place,

having obtained eternal re-

demption for us.

h 2 Cor. 1. 20. For all the

promifes ofGod in him areyea,

and in him Amen, unto the

glory of God by us.

i John 1. 12. But as ma-

ny as received him to them

gave he power to become the

fons of God, even to them that

believe on his name.

k Tit. 3. 5, 6. But accord-

ing to his mercy he faved us,

by the washing ofregeneration,

and renewing of the Holy

Ghok. John 16. 7, 8.
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Chriſt hath purchaſed it ; who are in time by the

Holy Ghoſt enabled to believe in Chrift, accord-

ing to the gofpel".

Q. 60. Canthey who have never heard the gof-

pel, andfo know not Jefus Chrift, nor believe in him,

befavedbytheir living according to thelight ofnature?

A. They who having never heard the goſpel”,

know not Jeſus Chriſt , and believe not in him,

cannot be faved , be they never fo diligent to

frame their lives according to the light of nature ,

or the laws of that religion which they profefs" ;

neither is there falvation in any other, but in

1 John 6. 37, 39. All that

the Father giveth me, fhall

come to me ; and him that

cometh to me, I will in no

wife caft out. And this is the

Father's willwhohath fent me,

that of all which he hath given

me, I fhould lofe nothing, but

fhould raife it up again at the

laft day. John 10. 15, 16.

1 lay downmy life for the fheep.

And otherfheep I have, which

are not of this fold : them

alſo I muſt bring, and they ſhall

hearmy voice . Eph 1. 13. 14.

m Eph. 2. 8. For by grace

are yefaved, through faith ; and

that not ofyourſelves : it is the

gift ofGod. John 3. 36.

n Rom. 10. 15. How then

fhall they call on him in whom

they have not believed ? and

how fhall they believe in him

ofwhom they have not heard ?

and how fhall they hear without

a preacher?

o 2 Theff. 1. 8, 9 In fla-

ming fire, taking vengeance on

them that know not God, and

that obey not the gospel of our

Lord Jefus Chrift.

p John 8. 24. If ye believe

not that I am he, ye shall die

in your fins. Mark 16. 16.

He that believeth not fhall be

damned.

qI Cor. 1. 20, to 25.

rJohn 4. 22. Phil . 3. 4, to 10

S 2
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Christ alone , who is the Saviour only of his body

the church'.

Q. 61. Are all they faved who hear the gospel,

and live in the church ?

A. All that hear the goſpel, and live in the

viſible church, are not faved ; but only they who

are true members of the church inviſible".

Q. 62. What is the vifible church ?

A. The vifible church is a fociety made up of

all fuch as in all ages and places of the world do

profefs the true religion , and of their children .

Q. 63. What are the fpecial privileges of the

vifible church?

A. The vifible church hath the privilege of

being under God's fpecial care and government';

f Acts 4. 12. Neither is

there falvationin any other : for

there is none other name under

heaven given among

wherebywe muſt be faved.

men

t Eph . 5. 23. Even as

Chrift is the head of the

church ; and he is the Saviour

ofthe body.

v Rom. 9. 6. They are not

all Ifrael , who are of Ifrael .

Mat. 7. 21. Not every one

that faith unto me, Lord, Lord,

fhall enter into the kingdom of

heaven but he that doeth the

will of my Father who is in
heaven. Mat. 22. 14. John

12. 38, 39, 40.

w I Cor. I. 2. Unto the

church of God which si at

areCorinth, to them that

fanctified in Chrift Jefus, called

to be faints, with all that in

every place call upon the name

of Chrift Jefus our Lord, theirs

and ours. I Cor. 12. 13.

Rom. 15. 9. to 13. Mat. 28.

19. 20.

x Acts 2. 39. For the pro-

mife is unto you and to your

children . I Cor. 7. 14. Rom.

11. 16. Gen. 17. 7.

y Ifa 4. 5, 6. And the

Lord will create upon every

dwelling place of mount Zion,

and upon her affemblies a

cloud and fmoke by day, and

the fhining ofa flaming fire by

night : for upon all the glory

fhall be a defence, And there
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of being protected and preferved in all ages, not-

withſtanding the oppofition of all enemies"; and

of enjoying the communion of faints, the ordi-

nary means of falvation", and offers of grace by

Chrift, to all members of it, in the miniftry of the

gofpel, teftifying that whofoever believes in him

fhall be faved , and excluding none that "will

come unto himº.

Q. 64. What is the invifible church?

A. The invifible church is the whole number

of the elect, that have been, are, or fhall be ga-

thered into one under Chrift the head".

fhall be a tabernacle for a fha

dow in the day time from the

heat, and for a place of refuge,

and for a covert from ftorm

and from rain . 1 Tim. 4. 10.

z Mat. 16. 18. And upon

this rock I will build my

church and the gates of hell

fhall not prevail againſt it. Ifa.

31. 4, 5. Zec. 12. 2, 3 , 4, 8,

9. Exod. 3. 2, 3. Pfal. 115.

throughout.

a Acts 2. 42. They conti-

nued ftedfaftly in the apoftles'

doctrine and fellowship, and in

breaking of bread, and in

prayers.

Heb Pfa. 147. 19, 20.

fheweth his word unto Jacob,

his ftatutes and his judgments

unto Ifrael. He hath not dealt

fo with any nation ; and as

for his judgments, they have

not knownthem. Rom. 9. 4.

Mark 16. 15, 16. Preach the

He
goſpel to every creature.

that believeth, and is baptized,

fhall be faved. Acts 16. 31 .

Ifa. 45. 22. Rev. 22. 17.

c John 6. 37. And him that

cometh to me, I willin no wife

caft out.

d Eph . 1. 10. That in the

difpenfation of the fulness of

times, he might gather toge-

ther in one all things in Chriſt,

both which are in heaven, and

which are on earth; even in

him. John 11. 52. And not

for that nation only, but that

alfo he fhould gather together
in one the children of God

that were fcattered abroad.

John 10. 16. And other ſheep

I have, which are not of this

fold : them alſo I muſt bring,

and they fhall hear my voice,

and there fhall be one fold , and

one shepherd. Eph. I 22.

23.

S 3
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Q. 65. What special benefits do the members of

the invisible church enjoy by Chrift?

A. The members of the invifible church, by

Chrift, enjoy union and communion with him in

grace and glory .

Q. 66. What is that union which the elect have

with Chrift?

A. The union which the elect have with

Chriſt is the work of God's grace , whereby they

are ſpiritually and myſtically, yet really and infe-

parably, joined to Chrift as their head and huf-

band"; which is done in their effectual calling".

Q. 67. What is effectual calling?

A E ffectual calling is the work of God's al-

mighty power and grace', whereby (out of his

e John 17. 21. That they

all may be one, as thou, Fa-

ther art in me, and I in thee;

that they alſo may be one in us.

-Eph. 2. 5, 6. 1 John 1. 3.

And truly our fellowſhip is with

the Father, and with his Son

Jefus Chrift. John 17. 24. Fa-

ther, I will that they alſo whom

thou haft given me be with me

where I am ; that they may be-

hold myglory.

f Eph. 2. 6, 7, 8. For by

grace are ye faved, through

faith: and that not of your

felves: it isthe gift of God.

g 1 Cor. 6. 17. But he

that is joined to the Lord, is

one fpirit. John 10. 28. And

I will give unto them eternal

life, and they fhall never pe-

riſh, neither fhall any pluck

them out of my hand. Eph. 5.

23, 30 -Even as Chrift is the

head of the church.-For we

are members of his body, of

his fleſh, and of his bones.

h1 Cor. 1. 9. God is faith-

ful, by whom ye were called

unto the fellowship of his Son

Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 1 Pet.

5. 10.

i Eph. 1. 18, 19, 20. That

ye may know what is the hope

of his calling—and what isthe

exceeding greatneſs of his

power to us-ward who believe,

according to the working of

his mighty power, which he

wrought in Chrift, when he

raifed him from the dead, and

fet him at his own right hand
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free and efpecial love to his elect , and from no-

thing in them moving him thereunto*) he doth

in his accepted time invite and draw them to Jefus

Chriſt, by his word and Spirit'; favingly enlight-

ening their minds", renewing and powerfully

determining their wills", fo as they (although in

themſelves dead in fin) are hereby made willing

and able, freely to anſwer his call, and to accept

and embrace the grace offered and conveyed

therein .

Q. 68. Are the elect only effectually called ?

A. All the elect, and they only, are effectual-

in the heavenly places. 2 Tim.

I. 8, 9.-Who hath faved us

and called us with an holy call.

ing, not according to our

works, but according to his

own purpoſe and grace, which

was given usin Chrift Jefus,

before the world began.

k Tit 3. 4. 5. But after

that the kindneſs and love of

Godour Saviour appeared, not

by works of righteoufnefs

which we have done, but ac-

cording to his mercy he faved

us, by the waſhing of regenera-

tion, and renewing of the Ho-

ly Ghoft. Eph. 2. 4 to 10.

God who is rich in mercy, for

his great love wherewith he

loved us, even when we were

dead in fins, hath quickened us

together with Chrift, (by

grace ye are faved) Not of

works, left any man fhould

boaft. Rom. 9. 11. According

to election might kand, not of

works, but of him that calleth.

1 2 Cor. 5. 20. Now then

we are ambaffadors for Chrift,

as though God did befeech

you by us ; we pray you in

Chrift's ftead, be ye reconciled

to God. 2 Cor. 6. 2. Behold,

now is the accepted time : be

hold, now is the day of falva

tion . John 6. 44. No man can

cometo me, except the Father

who hath fent me draw him:

and I will raife him up at the

laft day. 2 Theff. 2. 13. 14.

But we are bound to give

thanks alway to God for you,

brethren, beloved of the Lord,

becaufe God hath from the be

ginning chofen you to falvation,

through fanctification of the

Spirit, and belief of the truth :

whereunto he called you by our

gofpel, to the obtaining of

the glory of our Lord Jefus

Chrift.

m Acts 26. 18, To open
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ly called"; although others may be and often are

outwardly called by the miniftry of the word ,

and have ſome common operations of the Spirit';

who, for their wilful neglect and contempt of the

grace offered to them, being juftly left in their

unbelief, do never truly come to Jefus Chrift .

Q. 69. What is the communion in grace, which

the members of the inviſible church have with Chriſt?

A. The communion in grace, which the mem-

bers of the invifible church have with Chrift, is

their partaking of the virtue of his mediation, in

their eyes, and to turn them

from darkneſs to light and

from the power of Satan unto

God, that they may receive

forgiveneſs of fins, and in.

heritance among them who are

fanctified by faith that is in

me.

n Ezek. 11. 19. And I will

put a new fpirit within you ;

and I will take the ftony heart

out of their flesh , and will give

them an heart of flefh. Ezek.

36. 26, 27.

o John 6. 45. And they

fhall be all taught of God . E.

very man therefore, that hath

heard and hath learned of the

Father, cometh unto me. Phil .

2. 13. For it is God that work-

eth in you both to will and to

do of his good pleaſure, Deut.

30. 6. Eph. 2. 5.

p Acts 13. 48. And as many

as were ordained to eternal life,

believed.

q Mat. 22. 14. For many

are called, but few are chofen.

Mat. 13. 20. 21. But he

that received the feed into fto-

ny places, the fame is he that

heareth the word : yet hath he

not root in himſelf, but dureth

for a while : for when tribula-

tion , or perfecution ariſeth be-

caufe of the word, by and by

he is offended . Heb. 6. 4, 5, 6.

But myf Pfa. 81. II, 12.

people would not hearken to

my voice: and Ifrael would

none of me : So I gave them

up unto their own hearts' luft :

and they walked in their own

counfels. John 12. 38, 39, 40.

That the faying of Efaias the

prophet might be fulfilled,

which he fpake, Lord, who

hath believed our report ? and

to whom hath the arm of the

Lord been revealed ? There-

fore they could not believe,

becauſe Efaias faid again, He

hath blinded their eyes, and

hardened their heart ; that

they fhould not fee with their

eyes, nor understand with their

heart, and be converted, and

I fhould heal them. Acts 28.
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their juſtification', adoption", ſanctification, and

whatever elfe in this life manifefts their union.

with him".

Q. 70. Whatis juftification?

A. Juftification is an act of God's free grace

unto finners , in which he pardoneth all their fin,

accepteth and accounteth their perfons righteous

in his fight'; not for any thing wrought in them,

or done by them , but only for the perfect obedi-

ence and full fatisfaction of Chriſt, by God im-

puted to them", and received by faith alone".

25, 26, 27. John 6. 64, 65.

Prov. I. 24 verfe to the 32.

Pfalm 95. from verfe 9 to the

end.

t Rom. 8. 30. Moreover,

whom he did predeftinate,

them he alſo called; and whom

he called, them he alfo juftified;

and whom he juftified, them

he alſo glorified.

v Eph. 1. 5. Having pre-

deftinated us unto the adoption

of children by Jefus Chrift to

himſelf.

w I Cor. 1. 30. But of him

are ye in Chrift Jefus, who of

God is made unto us wifdom,

and righteoufnefs, and fancti

fication, and redemption.

x Rom. 3. 22, 24, 25. Even

the righteoufnefs of God , which

isby faith of Jefus Chrift unto

all , and upon all them that

believe ; for there is no differ-

ence. Being juftified freely by

his grace, through the redemp-

tion that is in Jefus Chrift.
Rom. 4. 5.

y 2 Cor. 5. 19, 21. To wit,

that God was in Chrift, re-

conciling the world unto him-

felf, not imputing their tref-

paffes untothem. For he hath

made him to be fin for us, who

knew no fin ; that we might

be made the righteouſneſs of

God in him. Rom. 3. 22, 24,

25. Even the righteouſneſs of

God, which is by faith of Jeſus

Chrift unto all, and upon all

them that believe.

z Eph. 1. 6 & 7. Wherein

he hath made us accepted in

the Beloved ; In whom we

have redemption through his

blood, the forgiveneſs of fin,.

according to the riches of his

grace. Rom 3. 28. There-

fore we conclude, that a man

is juftified by faith without the

deeds of the law.

aRom. 3. 22, 24, 25. Being

juftified freely by his grace,

through the redemption that

is in Jefus Chrift. -Whom

God hath fet forth to be a

propitiation, through faith in

his blood. Rom. 5. 17, 18,

19. Much more they who
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Q. 71. How is juftification an act of God's

free grace?

A. Although Chrift, by his obedience and

death, did make a proper, real, and full ſatis-

faction to God's juftice in the behalf of them

that are juſtified : Yet in as much as God accept-

eth the fatisfaction from a furety, which he

might have demanded of them ; and did provide

this furety, his only Son", imputing his righte-

receive abundance of grace,

and ofthe gift of righteoufnefs,

fhall reign in life by one, Jefus

Chrift . By the obedience of

one, fail many be made right-

eous. Róm . 4. 6, 7, 8. Even

asDavid alfo defcribeth the blef-

fedneſs of the man unto whom

God imputeth righteouſneſs

without works, &c.

b Rom. 5.1. Therefore be-

ing juftified by faith, we have

peace with God. Acts 10. 43.

To him gave allthe prophets

witnefs, that through his name

whofoever believeth in him,

fhall receive remiffion of fins.

Gal. 2. 16. Phil. 3. 9. Rom. 3.

25, 26.

c Mat. 20. 28. Even as the

Son of man came not to be

ministered unto, but to mi-

nifter, and to give his life a

ranfom (or price of redemp.

tion ) for many. See alfo I

Tim . 2. 6, 1 Pet. 1. 18, 19.

For as much as ye know that

ye were not redeemed with

corruptible things, as filver

and gold -but with the pre-

cious blood of Chrift, as of a

lamb without blemish and

without fpot. Rom . 5. 8, 9,

10. While we were yet fin-

ners , Chrift died for us.

d Dan. 9 , 24, 26.—Ifa. 53 .

6, 10, 11 , 12. And the Lord

hath laid on him the iniquity

of us all. Yet it pleaſed the

Lord to bruife him , he hath

put him to grief: when thou

fhalt make his foul an offering

for fin, he fhall fee his feed,

he fhall prolong his days, and

the pleafure of the Lord fhall

profper in his hand. He shall

fee of the travail of his foul,

and fhall be fatisfied.-There.

fore will I divide him a por-

tion with the great, and he

fhall divide the fpoil with the

ftrong : becauſe he hath pour-

ed out his foul unto death ; and

he was numbered with the

tranfgreffors ; and he bare the

fins of many. Heb. 7. 22. Byfo

much was Jefus made a furety

of a better teftament. Rom.

8. 32. He that ſpared not his

own Son, but delivered him

up for us all, how fhall he not

with him alfo freely give us all

things?
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oufneſs to them , and requiring nothing of them

for their juftification but faith ', which alſo is

his gifts, their juftification is to them of free

grace¹.

Q. 72. What isjuſtifyingfaith?

A. Juftifying faith is a ſaving grace , wrought

in the heart of a finner by the Spirit and word

of God'; whereby he, being convinced of his fin

and mifery, and of the diſability in himſelf and

all other creatures to recover him out of his loft

condition", not only affenteth to the truth of the

promife of the gofpel", but receiveth and refteth

upon Chrift and his righteouſneſs therein held

That wee 2 Cor. 5. 21.

might be made the righteouf-

nefs of God in him. Rom. 4.

II. I Cor. 1. 30.

f Rom. 3. 24, 25. Whom

God hath fet forth to be a pro-

pitiation, through faith in his

blood. Acts 16. 31.

g Eph. 2. 8. For by grace

are ye faved, through faith ;

and that not of yourſelves : it

is the gift of God.

h Eph, 1. 7 In whom we

have redemption through his

blood, the forgiveneſs of fins,

according to the riches of his

grace.

i Heb. 10. 39. But we are

not of them who draw back

unto perdition ; but of them

that believe to the faving of the

foul.

k 2 Cor. 4. 13. We having

the fame fpirit of faith. Eph.

1. 17, 18, 19. That the God

of our Lord Jefus Chrift, the

Father of glory, may give un-

to you the fpirit of wiſdom

and revelation, in the know-

ledge of him.

IRom. 10. 14, 17. So then

faith cometh by hearing, and

hearing by the word of God.

Rom . I. 16.

m John 16. 8, 9. And when
he is come, he will reprove

the world of fin, and ofrighte-

oufnefs, and of judgment : Of

fin , becauſe they believe not on

me. Acts 16. 30. Sirs, what

muft I do to be faved? Acts

2. 37. Eph. 2. I. Acts 4. 12 .

Rom . 7. 9.

n Eph. 1. 13. In whom ye

alfo trufted, after that ye heard

the word of truth, the goſpel

of yourfalvation.
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forth, for pardon of finº, and for the accepting

and accounting of his perſon righteous in the

fight of God for ſalvation".

Q. 73. How doth faith juſtify a finner in the

Jight of God?

A. Faith juftifies a finner in the fight of God,

not becauſe of thoſe other graces which do always

accompany it, or of good works that are the

fruits of it ; nor as if the grace of faith, or any

act thereof, were imputed to him for his juſti-

fication'; but only as it is an inftrument, by which

he receiveth and applieth Chriſt and his righte-

oufnefs'.

Q. 74. What is adoption ?

A. Adoption is an act of the free grace of

God', in and for his only Son Jeſus Chriſt',

o Acts 1o. 43. To him

gave all the prophets witneſs,

that through his name whofo-

ever believeth in him fhall

receive remiffion of fins. Acts

16. 31. John 1. 12.

p Phil. 3. 9. And be found

in him, not having mine own

righteoufnefs, which is of the

law, but that which is through

the faith of Chrift, the righte-

oufneſs which is of God by

faith. Acts 15. 11. But we

believe, that through the grace

of the Lord Jefus Chrift, we

fhall be faved even as they.

q Gal. 3. 11. But that no

man is juftified by the law in

the fight of God, it is evident:

for, The juft fhall live by faith .

Rom. 3. 28. Therefore we

conclude, that a man is juſtified

by faith without the deeds of

the law.

r Rom. 4. 5. But to him

that worketh not, but believeth

on him that juftifieth the un-

godly, his faith is counted for

righteoufnefs. Comparedwith

Rom. 10. 10.

f John 1. 12.
But as many

as received him, to them gave

he power to become the fons of

God. Phil. 3. 9.

t1 John 3.1. Behold what

manner of love the Father

hath beſtowed on us, that we

fhould be called the fons of

God.

v Eph. 1. 5. Having pre-

deftinated us unto the adoption

of children by Jefus Chrift to

himſelf, according to the good

pleaſure of his will. Gal. 4.
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whereby all thoſe that are juſtified are received

into the number of his children", have his name

put upon them*, the Spirit of his Son given to

them', are under his fatherly care and diſpenſa-

tions , admitted to all the liberties and privileges

of the fons of God, made heirs of all the pro-

mifes, and fellow-heirs with Chriſt in glory³.

Q75. What is ſanctification?

A. Sanctification is a work of God's grace ,

whereby they, whom God hath, before the foun-

dation ofthe world, chofen tobe holy, are, in time,

through the powerful operation of his Spirit", ap-

plying the death and refurrection of Chrift unto

4,54 But when the fulness of

time was come, God fent forth

his Son, made of a woman,

made under the law, to redeem

them that were under the law,

that we might receive the adop-

tion of fons.

w John 1. 12. But as many

as received him, to them gave

he power to become the fous of

God.-

x Rev. 3. 12. And I will

write upon himmynew name.

2 Cor. 6. 18.

y Gal . 4. 6. And becauſe

ye are fons, God hath fent

forth the Spirit of his Son into

your hearts, crying , Abba, Fa-
ther.

2 Pfa. 103. 13. Like as a

father pitieth his children, fo

the Lord pitieth them that fear

him. Prov. 14. 26. In the

fear of the Lord is ftrong con-

fidence : and his children fhall

have a place of refuge. Mat.

6. 32.- For your heavenly Fa-

ther knoweth that ye have need

of all theſe things.

a Rom. 8. 17. And if chil

dren , then heirs ; heirs of God,

and joint heirs with Chrift : If

fo be that we fuffer with him,

that we may be alfo glorified

together. Heb. 6. 12 ,

b Eph. 1. 4. According as

he hath chofen us in him, be-

forethe foundation oftheworld,

that we fhould be holy and

without blame before him in

love: I Cor . 6 , II. And fuch

were fome of you : but ye are

waſhed, but ye are fanctified ,

but ye are juflified in the

name of the Lord Jefus, and

by the Spirit of our God.

2 Theff. 2. 13. But we are

bound to give thanks alway to

God for you , brethren , be-

loved of the Lord, becaufe

God hath from the beginning

T
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them , renewed in their whole man after the image

of God ; having the feeds of repentance unto life,

and all other faving graces, put into their hearts ,

and thofe graces fo ftirred up, encreaſed and

ftrengthened , as that they more and more die

unto fin, and rife unto newness of life .

Q. 76. What is repentance unto life?

chofenyouto falvation, through

fanctification of the Spirit and
belief of the truth

c Rom. 6. 4, 5 , 6. There-

fore we are buried with him

by baptifm into death, that

like as Chrift was raifed up

from the dead, by the glory

of the Father ; even fo we alfo

fhould walk in newneſs of

life . For if we have been

planted together in the like-

nefs of his death: we fhall be

alfo in the likeness of his refur-

rection : &c. Phil , 3. 10.

d Eph . 4. 23 , 24. And be

renewed in the fpirit of your

mind; and that ye put on the

new man, which after God

is created in righteoufncfs, and

true holinefs.

e Ads II. 18 When they

heard theſe things , they held

their peace, and glorified God

faying, Then hath God alfoto

the Gentiles granted repent-

ance unto life . 1 John 3. 9.

Whofoever is born of God

doth not commit fin ; for his

feed remaineth in him ; and he

cannot fin , becauſe he is born

of God.

fJude 20. But ye, beloved,

building up yourſelves on your

most holy faith, praying in the

Holy Ghoft Eph. 3. 16, 17,

18. That he would grant you

according to the riches of his

glory, to be firengthened with

might, by his Spirit in the in-
ner man: that Chrift may

dwell in your hearts by faith :

that ye being rooted and

grounded in love , may be able

to comprehend with all faints,

&c. Col. 1. 10, 11. That ye

might walk worthy of the

Lord, unto all pleafing, being

fruitful in every good work,

and increafing in the know-

ledge of God; ftrengthened

with all might, according to

his glorious power, unto all

patience and long-fuffering

with joyfulness.

g Rom. 6. 4, 6 , 14. Even

fo we alfo fhould walk in new-

nefs of life. Knowing this,

that our old man is crucified

with him, that the body of fin

might be deftroyed , that hence

forth we fhould not ferve fin.

For fin fhall not have do-

minion over you, for ye are

not under the law, but under

grace.
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A. Repentance unto life is a faving grace",

wrought in the heart of a finner by the Spirit ' and

word ofGod , whereby out of the fight and fenfe ,

not only of the danger', but alfo of the filthinefs

and odioufnefs of his fins", and upon the appre-

henfion of God's mercy in Chrift, to ſuch as are

penitent", he fo grieves for", and hates his fins", as

h 2 Tim. 2. 25. If God per-

adventure will give them re-

pentance to the acknowledging

of the truth.

i Zech. 12. 10. I will pour

upon the houfe of David, and

upon the inhabitants of Jeru-

falem, the Spirit of grace and

of fupplication ; and they fhall

look uponme whom they have

pierced, and they fhall mourn
for him.

k Acts 11. 18, 20 , 21. And

fome of them were men of

Cyprus and Cyrene, who

when they were come to An-

tioch, fpake unto the Gre-

cians, preaching the Lord

Jefus. And the hand of the

Lord was with them ; and a

great number believed, and

turned unto the Lord. Pfalm

19. 7. to the 14th verfe

2.37.

Acts

i Ezek. 18. 28, 30, 32. Re-

pent, and turn yourfelves from

all your tranfgreffions ; fo in-

iquity fhall not be your ruin.

Turn, and live ye. Luke 15.

17, 18.

m Ezek. 36. 31. Then

fhall ye remember your own

evil ways, and your doings

that were not good , and ſhall

loathe yourfelves in your own

fight , for your iniquities , and

for your abominations. Ezek.

16. 61 , 63 , Then thou shalt

remember thy ways, and be

afhamed. That thou mayeft

remember and be confounded,

and never open thy mouth any

more becaule of thy fhame,

Ifa. 30. 22 .

n Pfal. 130. 3, 4, 5 , 6, 7.

If thou, Lord , fhouldeſt mark

iniquities ; O Lord who fhall

ftand ? But there is forgive .

nefs with thee, that thou

mayeft be feared. Joel 2. 12 ,

13. Rend your heart and not

your garments, and turn unto

the Lord your God: for he is

gracious and merciful, flow to

anger, and of great kindneſs,

and repenteth him of the evil.

Zec. 12. 10.

o Jer. 31. 18 , 19. I have

furely heard Ephraim bemoan-

ing himſelf thus, Thou haft

chaftifed me, and I was chaf-

tifed , as a bullock unaccustom-

ed to the yoke : turn thou

me, and I fhall be turned; for

How many hired fer-

vants of my father's have

bread enough, and to fpare,

and I perish with hunger ! Hof.

2. 6, 7.

T 2
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that he turns from them all to God , purpoſing

and endeavouring conftantly to walk with him in

all the ways of new obedience".

Q. 77. Wherein do juftification and ſanctifica-

tion differ?

A. Although fanctification be infeparably

joined with juftification ', yet they differ, in that

God, in juſtification , imputeth the righteouſneſs

of Chrift' ; in fanctification his Spirit infuſeth

thou art the Lord my God.

Surely after that I was turned,

i repented ; and after that I

was inftructed, I fmote upon

mythigh; I was afhamed, yea,

even confounded, becaufe

I did bear the reproach of my

youth.

p 2 Cor. 7. 11. For behold,

this felf fame thing that ye

forrowed after a godly fort,

what carefultiefs it wrought

in you, yea, what clearing of

yourfelves , yea , what indigna-

tion, yea , what fear, yea,

what vehement defire, yea,

what zeal, yea, what revenge !

q Acts 26. 18. To open

their eyes, and to turn them

from darkness to light, and

from the power of Satan unto

God . Ezck . 14. 6. Repent,

and turn yourfelves from your

idols, and turn away your

faces from all your abomina-

tions 1 Kings 8. 47 , 48. If they

fhall bethink themfelves-and

fo return unto thee with all

their heart and with all their

foul . 1 Sam . 7. 3.

I
r Pfal. 119. 59. 128.

thought on my ways, and turn-

ed my feet unto thy teftimonies.

Therefore I efteem all thy pre-

cepts concerning all things to

be right, and I hate every falſe

way. Luke 1. 6.

f1 Cor. 6. 11. And fuch

were fome of you but ye are

wafhed , but ye are fanctified,

but ye are juftified in the

name of the Lord Jefus, and by

the Spirit of our God. I Cor.

1. 30. But of him are ye in

Chrift Jefus, who of God is

made unto us wifdom, and

righteoufnefs, and fanctifica-

tion , and redemption .

t Rom . 4. 6, 8 Even as

David alfo defcribeth the blef-

fednefs of the man unto whom

God imputeth righteoufnefs

without works. Bleffed is the

man to whom the Lord will

not impute fin. 2 Cor. 5. 21.

Rom . 3. 24.
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grace, and enableth to the exerciſe thereof ; in

the former, fin is pardoned"; in the other, it

is fubdued ; the one doth equally free all belie-

vers from the revenging wrath of God, and

that perfectly in this life , that they never fall

into condemnation ; the other is neither equal in

all , nor in this life perfect in any³, but growing

up to perfection".

v Ezek. 36. 27. And I will

put my Spirit within you, and

cauſe you to walk in my fta-

tutes, and ye shall keep my

judgments and do them.

w Rom . 3. 24, 25. Being

juftified freely by his grace,

through the redemption that is

in Jefus Chrift : whom God

hath fet forth to be a pro-

pitiation, through faith in his

blood, to declare his righte-

oufneſs for the remiffion of

fins.

x Rom. 6. 6 , 14. Knowing

this that our old man is cru-

cified with him, that the body

of fin might be deftroyed, that

henceforth we fhould not ferve

fin. For fin fhall not have do-

minion over you : for ye are

not under the law, but under

grace.

y Rom. 8. 1 , 33 , 34. There is

therefore now no condemna-

tion to them who are in Chrift

Jefus. Who fhall lay any

thing to the charge of God's

elect ? It is God that justifieth.

Who is he that condemneth ?

z Heb 5. 12, 13 , 14. For

when for the time ye ought to

be teachers, ye have need that

For

one teach you again which be

the first principles of the ora-

cles of God ; and are become

fuch as have need of milk,

and not of ftrong meat.

every one that ufeth milk, is

unfkilful in the word ofrighte

oufnels, for he is a babe. But

ftrong meat belongeth to them

that are of full age, even

thofe who, by reafon of ufe,

have their fenfes exerciſed to

difcern both good and evil I

John 2. 12, 13, 14.
Ifa 1 John 1. 8, Ic.

we fay that we have no fiu ,

we deceive ourſelves, and the

truth is not in us. If we fay

that we have not finned , we

make him a liar, and his word

is not in us.

b 2 Cor. 7. 1. Having there.

fore theſe promifes , dearly be-

loved, let us cleanſe ourſelves

from all filthinefs of the fleſh

and fpirit, perfecting holiness

in the fear of God. Philip . 3.

12 , 13 , 14. Brethren, I count

not myfelf to have apprehend-

ed : but this one thing

forgetting thofe things which

are behind, and reaching

forth unto thoſe things which

do,

T3
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Q. 78. Whence arifeth the imperfection offancti-

fication in believers ?

4. The imperfection of fanctification in be-

lievers arifeth from the remnants of fin abiding

in every part of them , and the perpetual luflings

of the fleſh againſt the fpirit ; whereby they are

often foiled with temptations, and fall into many

fins , are hindered in all their ſpiritual fervices ,

and their beſt works are imperfect and defiled in

the fight of God .

Q. 79. May not true believers, by reafon of their

imperfections, and the many temptations and fins

they are overtaken with, fall away from the ftate

ofgrace ?

A. True believers, by reaſon of the unchange-

able love God , and his decree and covenant to

give them perfeverances, their inſeparable union

are before, I prefs towards the

mark, for the prize ofthe high

calling of God in Chrift Je-

fus.

c Rom. 7. 18, 23. For I

know that in me, (that is in

my flesh , ) dwelleth no good

thing ; for to will is prefent

with me; but how to perform

that which is good, I find not.

But I fee another law in my

members warring against the

law of my mind, and bring.

ing me into captivity to the

law of fin which is in my

members.

d Gal. 5. 17. For the flesh

lufteth against the fpirit,-fo

that ye cannot do the things

that ye would. Heb. 12. 1 ,

Let us lay afide every weight

and the fin which doth ſo eaſily

befet us.

e lfa. 64. 6. But we are all

as an unclean thing, and all our

righteoufneffes are as filthy rags,

and we all do fade as a leaf, and

our iniquities, like the wind,

have taken us away. Exod.

28.38.

f Jer. 31. 3. I have loved

thee with an everlaſting love ;

John 13. 1.

g Heb. 13. 20, 21. Now

the God ofpeace , that brought

again from the dead our
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with Chrift" , his continual interceffion for them ' ,

and the Spirit and ſeed of God abiding in them ,

can neither totally nor finally fall away from the

ftate of grace ' , but are kept by the power of God

through faith unto falvation".

Q. 80. Can true believers be infallibly affured

that they are in the estate of grace , and that they

fballperfevere therein unto falvation ?

A. Such as truly believe in Chriſt, and endea-

vour to walk in all good confcience before him",

Lord Jefus, that great Shepherd

of the sheep, through the blood

of the everlafting covenant,

make you perfect . 2 Sam. 23.

5.-Yet hath he made with me

an everlafing covenant, or-

dered in all things, and fure.

Ifa. 54. 10.

h1 Cor. 1. 8. Who fhall

alfo confirm you unto the end,

that ye maybe blameless in the

dayofour Lord Jefus Chriſt.

i Heb. 7. 25. Wherefore he

is able alfo to favethem to the

uttermoft, that come unto

God by him, feeing he ever

liveth to make interceffion for

them. Luke 22. 32. But I

have prayed for thee, that thy
faith fail not.-

k John. 3. 9. Whofo-

ever is born of God, doth not

commit fin ; for his feed re-

maineth in him and he cannot

fin, becauſe he is born of God.

1 John. 2. 27. But the anoin-

ting, which ye have received

of him abideth in you ; and

ye need not that any manteach

you ; but as the fame anoin.

ting teacheth you of all things,

and is truth, and is nolie and

even as it hath taught you, ye

fhall abide in him.

1 Jer. 32. 40. And I will

make an everlaſting covenant

with them, that I will not turn

away from them, to do them

good ; but I will put my fear

in their hearts that they fhall

not depart from me. John 10.

28. And I give unto them

eternal life , and they fhalf

never perish, neither ſhall any

pluck them out ofmy hand.

m 1 Pet. I. 5. Who are

kept by the power of God

through faith unto falvation.-

Phil. 1. 6.—He that hath begun

a good work in you, will

perform it until the day of Jefus

Chrift.

n 1 John 2. 3, And hereby

we do know that weknow him,

if we keep his commandments.

Aās 24. 16.



212 THE LARGER CATECHISM .

may, without extraordinary revelation , by faith

grounded upon the truth of God's promifes, and

by the Spirit enabling them to difcern in them-

felves thofe graces to which the promiſes of life

are made , and bearing witneſs with their fpirits

that they are the children of God", be infallibly

affured that they are in the eftate of grace, and

fhall perfevere therein unto falvation".

Q. 81. Are all true believers at all times affured

oftheirprefent being in the estate ofgrace, and that

they fhall be faved ?

A. Affurance of grace and falvation not being

of the effence of faith ", true believers may wait

o 1 Cor. 2. 12. Now we

have received not the fpirit of

the world, but the Spirit which

is of God; that we might

know the things that are freely

given to us of God. 1 John

4. 13, 16, Hereby know we

that we dwell in him, and he

in us, becauſe he hath given

us ofhis Spirit . And we have

known and believed the love

that God hath to us. God is

love ; and he that dwelleth in

love dwelleth in God, and God

in him. I John 3. 14, 18, 19 ,

21 , 24. Weknow that we have

paffed from death unto life ,

becauſe we love the brethren .

Let us not love in word, nei-

ther in tongue, but in deed

and in truth. And hereby we

know that we are of the truth,

and fhall affure our hearts be

fore him. Beloved , if our

heart condemn us not, then have

we confidence towards God.

Andhe that keepeth his com.

mandments dwelleth in him,

and he in him ; And hereby

we know that he abideth in us

by the Spirit which he hath

given us.

p Rom. 8. 16. The Spirit

itfelf beareth witnefs with our

fpirit, that we are the children

of God.

q John 5. 13. Theſe things

have I written unto you that

believe on the name of the Son

ofGod, that ye may know that

ye have eternal life.

r Eph 1. 13. In whom ye

alfo trufted after that ye heard

the word of truth, the goſpel

of your falvation in whom

alfo after that ye believed , ye

were ftaled with that holy

Spirit ofpromiſe.
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long before they obtain it' ; and, after the enjoy-

ment thereof, may have it weakened and inter-

mitted, through manifold diftempers , fins, temp-

tations, and defertions : yet are they never left

without fuch a prefence and ſupport of the Spirit

of God, as keeps them from finking into utter

deſpair'.

Q82. Whatis the communion in glory, which the

members ofthe inviſible church have with Chrift ?

A. The communion in glory, which the mem-

bers of the invifible church have with Chrift, is in

this life", immediately after death*, and at laſt

flfa. 50. 10. Who is among

you that feareth the Lord, that

obeyeth the voice of his fer-

vant , that walketh in darknefs

and hath no light ? let him

truft in the name ofthe Lord,

and stay upon his God. Pfa.

88. throughout.

t Pfa. 77. I. to the 12.

verfe. Will the Lord caft off

for ever ? and will he be fa-

vourable no more ? Is his

mercy clean gone for ever?

doth his promife fail for ever-

more ? hath God forgotten to

he gracious ? hath he in anger

fhut up his tender mercies ?

Cant. 5. 2 , 3, 6. I fleep,-I have

put off my coat, how fhall

I put it, on ?-My beloved had

withdrawn himſelf, and was

gone my foul failed when

he fpake : I fought him, but

I could not find him ; I called

:

him but he gave me no answer

Pla . 31. 22. For I faid in my

hafte, 1 am cut off from before

thine eyes-Pfa. 30. 6, 7.

and 51. 8, 12.

v Job 13. 15. Though he

flay me yet will I trust in

him.-Pfa. 73. 13 , 14, 15 ,

23. Nevertheless I am conti-

nually with thee : thou haft

holden me by my right hand. I

John 3. 9
Ifa. 14. 7. to

the 11. verfe.

w 2 Cor. 3. 18. But we

all withopen face beholding

as in a glafs, the glory ofthe

Lord, are changed into the

fame image, from glory to

glory ; even as by the Spirit

of the Lord.

x Luke 23. 43. And Je-

fus faid unto him, Verily I

fay unto thee, To-day fhalt

thou be with mein paradife.
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perfected at the refurrection and day of judg-

ment".

Q. 83. What is the communion in glory with

Chrift, which the members ofthe inviſible church en-

joy in thislife ?

A. The members of the invifible church have

communicated to them, in this live , the firft-fruits

of glory with Chrift, as they are members of him

their head, and fo in him are intereſted in that

glory which he is fully poffeffed of² ; and as an

earneft thereof, enjoy the fenfe of God's love",

peace of confcience, joy in the Holy Ghoft, and

hope of glory . As on the contrary, fenfe of

God's revenging wrath, horror of confcience, and

a fearful expectation of judgment, are to the

wicked the beginning of the torments, which

they fhall endure after death".

y I Theff. 4. 17. Then we

who are alive and remain

fhall be caught up together
with them in the clouds , to

meet the Lord in the air and

fo fhall we ever be with the
Lord.

z Eph. 2. 5, 6. Even when

we were dead in fins, hath

quickened us togetner with

Chrift, and hath raifed us up

together, and made us fit to-

gether in heavenly places, in

Christ Jefus.

a Rom. 5. 5. And hope

maketh not afhamed, becauſe

the love of God is fhed abroad

in our hearts, by the Holy

Ghoft which is given unto us.

2 Cor. 1. 22. Who alfo hath

fealed us, and given the ear

neft ofthe Spirit in our hearts.

b Rom. 5. 1. 2. Therefore

being juflified by faith, we

have peace with God, through

our Lord Jefus Chrift: By

whom alfo we have access by

faith into this grace wherein

we ftand, and rejoice in hope

ofthe glory of God. Rom. 14.

17. For the kingdom of God

is not meat and drink, but

righteousnefs, and peace, and

joy in the Holy Ghoſt .
c Gen. 4. 13. And Cain

faid unto the Lord, My pu
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Q. 84. Shall all men die ?

A. Death being threatened as the wages of

fin", it is appointed unto all men once to die ;

for that all have finned".

Q. 85. Death being the wages offin, why are

not the righteous delivered from death, feeing all

their fins areforgiven in Chrift ?

A. The righteous fhall be delivered from death

itſelf at the laſt day, and even in death are deliver-

ed from the fting and curfe of its ; ſo that, al-

though they die, yet it is out of God's love", to

free them perfectly from fin and miſery', and to

make them capable of farther communion with

Chriſt in glory, which they then enter upon .

niſhment is greater than I can

bear. Mat. 27. 4. I have fin-

ned, in that I have betrayed the

innocent blood . Heb. 10. 27.

But a certain fearful looking for

ofjudgment, and fiery indigna-

tion, which fhall devour the

adverfaries. Mark 9. 44. Where

their worm dieth not, and

the fire is not quenched. Rom.

2.

d Rom. 6. 23. For the wa-

ges offin is death.

e Heb. 9. 27. And as it is

appointed unto all men once to

die.-

f Rom. 5. 12.So death

paffed upon all men, for that

all have finned .

g 1 Cor. 15. 26, 55 , 56, 57.

The laft enemy that fhall be

deftroyed is death- death,

where is thy fting ? O grave,

where is thy victory ? The

fting of death is fin , and the

ftrength of fin is the law. But

thanks be to God, who giveth

us the victorythrough our Lord

Jefus Chrift. Heb. 2. 15.

h Ifa. 57. I, 2. The righte

ous is taken away from the

evil to come. He fhall enter

into peace, they fhall reſt up-

on their beds. 2 Kings 22. 20.

Behold, therefore, I will ga-

ther thee to thy fathers, and

thou shalt be gathered into thy

grave in peace, and thine eyes

fhall not fee all the evil which

I will bring upon this place.

i Rev. 14. 13. Bleffed are

the dead who die in the Lord,

from henceforth : yea, faith

the Spirit, that they may reft

from their labours ; and their

works do follow them. Eph.

5. 27.

k Luke 23 43. And Jefus
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Q. 86. What is the communion in glory with

Chrift, which the members of the invifible church

enjoy immediately after death ?

A. The communion in glory with Chriſt,

which the members ofthe invisible church enjoy

immediately after death, is in that their fouls

are then made perfect in holinefs ', and received

into the higheſt heavens", where they behold

the face of God in light and glory" ; waiting for

the full redemption of their bodies , which even

in death continued united to Chrift", and reft in

their graves as in their beds , till at the last day

they be again united to their fouls". Whereas

the fouls of the wicked are at their death caft in-

to hell, where they remain in torments and utter

darkness ; and their bodies kept in their graves,

faid unto him, Verily I fay un-

to thee, To-day fhalt thou be

with me in paradife. Phil. 1 ,

23. For I am in a ſtraight be.

twixt two, having a defire to

depart, and to be with Chrift ;

which is far better.

1 Heb. 12, 23. To the ge-

neral affembly and church of

the first-born, which are writ-

ten in heaven, and to God the

Judge of all, and to the fpi-

rits of just men made perfect.

I John 3. 2. Eph. 5. 27.

m 2 Cor. 5. 1 , 6. 8. If our

earthly houfe of this tabernacle

were diffolved, we have a

building of God, an houſe not

made with hands, eternal in

the heavens.

that when he shall appear we

fhall be like him ; for we fhall

fee him as he is.

12.

I Cor. 13.

Now we fee through a

glafs darkly ; but then face to

face . Rev. 22. 4 , 5. Mat. 5.8.

o Rom. 8. 23. Waiting for

the adoption, to wit , the re-

demption of our body. Pfa.

16. 9. My fleth alfo fhall rest

in hope.

pi Theff. 4. 14. Forifwe

believe that Jefus died, and

rofe again, even fo them alfo

who fleep in Jefus, will God

bring with him.

q lía . 57. 2 .
He fhall en-

ter into peace: they shall reft

in their beds.

r Job 19. 26, 27. And

n 1 John 3. 2. But we know, though after my skin worms
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as in their prifons, until the refurrection and

judgment of the great day¹.

Q.87. What are we to believe concerning the

refurrection ?

A. We are to believe, that at the last day

there fhall be a general refurrection of the

dead, both of the juít and unjuft ' . When they

that are then found alive fhall in a moment

be changed ; and the felf fame bodies of the

dead which were laid in the grave, being then

again united to their fouls for ever, fhall be raiſed

up by the power of Chriſt". The bodies of the juſt,

defroy this body, yet in my

flefh fhall I fee God : whomI

fhall fee for myſelf, and mine

eyes fhall behold, and not an-

other.

fLuke 16. 23, 24. And in

hell he lift up his eyes, being

in torments, and feeth Abra-

ham afar off, and Lazarus in

his bofom . And he cried and

faid, Father Abraham , -fend

Lazarus, that he may dip the

tip of his finger in water, and

cool my tongue ; for I am tor-

mented in this flame. Acts I.

25. From which Judas by

tranfgreffion fell, that he might

go to his own place. Jude 6 .

He hath referved in everlasting

chains under darkness , unto the

judgment ofthe great day.

t Acts 24. 15. There fhall be

a refurrection of the dead, both

of the juſt and unjuſt.

VI Cor. 15. 51 , 52 , 53. Be-

hold, I fhew you a mystery ;

We shall not all fleep, but we

I

fhall all be changed ; in a mo-

ment, in the twinkling of an

eye, at the laft trump ; for the

trumpet fhall found, and the

dead fhall be raiſed incorrupti-

ble, and we fhall be changed.

For this corruptible, muſt put

on incorruption , andthis mortal

muft put on immortality.

Theff. 4. 15 , 16 , 17. For this

wefayunto you by the word of

the Lord, that we who are alive

and remain unto the coming

of the Lord, fhall not prevent

them who are afleep. For the

Lord himſelf fhall defcend

from heaven with a fhout,

with the voice ofthe archangel,

and with the trump of God,

and the dead in Chrift fhall

rife firft. Then we who are

alive and remain, fhall be

caught up together with them

in the clouds, to meet the Lord

inthe air ; and fo fhall we be

ever with the Lord. John 5.

28, 29.

U
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by the Spirit of Chrift, and by virtue of his re-

furrection as their head, fhall be raiſed in power,

fpiritual, and incorruptible, and made like to his

glorious body": And the bodies of the wicked

fhall be raiſed up in diſhonour by him as an of-

fended judge .

2. 88. What fall immediately follow after the

refurrection?

A. Immediately after the refurrection fhall

follow the general and final judgment of angels

and men' : The day and hour whereof no man

w I Cor. 15. 12, 22, 23, 42 ,

43, 44. For fince byman came

death , by man came alfo the

refurrection of the dead. For

as in Adam all die, even fo in

Chrift fhall all be made alive.

[It is evidently the ſcope ofthe

apostle's argument in this paf.

fage, to prove, that as all the

natural feed of Adam, their

covenant-head, were fubjected

to death by his offence ; fo all

the fpiritual feed of Chrift,

their new covenant head, fhall

be raised from death, to an im-

mortal life of glory and bleff-

ednefs, by virtue ofhis refurrec-

tion . It is therefore a per-

verfion of the fcripture, to ad-

duce this text as a proof of

univerfal redemption .] But

every man in his own order :

Chrift the firft fruits, afterwards

they that are Chrift's at his

coming. So alfo is the refur-

rection of the dead. It is fown

in corruption, it is raiſed in

incorruption : It is fown in

difhonour, it is raiſed in glory :

It is fown in weakneſs, it is

raiſed in power : It is fown a

natural body, it is raiſed a ſpi-

ritual body. Phil. 3. 22. Who

fhall change our vile body, that

it may be fafhioned like unto

his glorious body. Dan. 12. 2.

x John 5. 27, 28, 29. Mar-

vel not at this for the hour is

coming, in the which all that

are in the graves fhall hear his

voice, and fhall come forth ,

they that have done good, unto

the refurrection of life, and

they that have done evil , unto

the refurrection of damnation.

Dan. 12. 2. And many of

them that fleep in the duft of

the earth fhall awake, fome to

everlafting life , and fome to

fhame and everlaſtingcontempt.

Mat. 25. 33.

y 2 Pet. 2. 4. For if God

fpared not the angels that fin-

ned, but caft them down to



THE LARGER CATECHISM . 219

knoweth, that all may watch and pray, and be

ever ready for the coming of the Lord" .

Q. 89. What shall be done to the wicked at the

day ofjudgment ?

A. At the day of judgment, the wicked ſhall

be fet on Chrift's left hand , and upon clear evi-

dence, and full conviction of their own con-

fciences , fhall have the fearful but juſt ſen-

tence of condemnation pronounced against them ;

and thereupon fhall be caft out from the favour-

able prefence of God, and the glorious fellow-

fhip with Chrift, his faints, and all his holy an-

gels, into hell, to be punished with unſpeakable

torments both of body and foul, with the devil

and his angels for ever".

hell, and delivered them into

chains of darknefs, to be re-

ferved unto judgment. 2 Cor.

5. 10. For we must all appear

before the judgment-feat of

Chrift ; that every one may

receive the things done in his

body, according to that he hath

done, whether it be good or bad.

Rev. 20. 12.

z Mat. 24. 36, 42, 44. But

of that day and hour knoweth

no man, no, not the angels of

heaven, but my Father only.

Watch therefore, for ye know

notwhat hour your Lord doth

come. Therefore be ye alfo

ready for in fuch an hour as

ye think not the Son of man

rometh. Luke 21 35 , 36.

a Mat . 23. 33. And he fhall

fet the fheep on his right hand,

but the goats on the left.

b Rom. 2. 15 , 16. Which

fhew the work of the law

written in their hearts, their

confcience alfo bearing witneſs,

and their thoughts the mean

while accufing, or elſe excufing

one another. In the day when

God fhall judge the fecrets ofall

men by Jefus Chriſt , according

to my gospel .

c Mat. 25. 41 , 42, 43. Then

fhall he fay alfo unto them on

the left hand. Depart from me,

ye curfed, into everlaſting fire ,

prepared for the devil and his

angels. For I was an hungred,

and ye gave me no meat.

d Mat. 25. 46. And theſe

fhall go away into everlaſting

U 2
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Q. 90. Whatfall be done to the righteous at the

day ofjudgment ?

A. At the day of judgment, the righteous,

being caught up to Chrift in the clouds , ſhall

be fet on his right hand, and there openly ac-

knowledged and acquitted , fhall join with him

in the judging of reprobate angels and men :

and fhall be received into heaven", where they

ſhall be fully and for ever freed from all fin and

mifery ; filled with inconceivable joys¹ ; made

perfectly holy and happy both in body and ſoul,

in the company of innumerable faints and angels',

but eſpecially in the immediate viſion and fruition

of God the Father, of our Lord Jefus Christ,

punishment. 2 Thef. 1. 8, 9. In

flaming fire, taking vengeance

on them that know not God,

and that obey not the gospel of

our Lord Jefus Chrift : Who

fhall be puniſhed with ever-

Jafting deftruction from the

prefence of the Lord, and from

the glory of his power. Luke

16. 16. John 3. 36. Mark 9.

43. 44. Mark 14. 21 .

e 1 Theff. 4. 17. Then we

which are alive , and remain ,

fhall be caught up together
with them in the clouds, to

meet the Lord in the air.

f Mat. 25. 33. And he fhall

fet the fheep on his right hand.

Mat. 10. 32. Whofoever there-

fore fhall confefs me before

men, him will I confefs alfo

before my Father who is in

heaven .

g 1 Cor. 62 , 3. Do ye not

know that the faints fhall judge

the world ? Know ye not that

we ſhall judge angels ?

h Mat. 25. 34, 46. Then

fhall the King fay unto them

on his right hand, Come ye

bleffed of my Father, inherit

the kingdom prepared for you

from the foundation of the

world. But the righteous into
life eternal.

i Eph. 5. 27. That he might

prefent it to himſelf a glorious

church, not having fpot or

wrinkle . Rev. 21. 17. and 7. 17.

And God fhall wipe away all

tears from their eyes. Rev. 14.

15.

k Pfa. 16. II. Thou wilt

fhewmethe path oflife ; inthy

prefence is fulneſs ofjoy, at thy

right hand are pleaſures for

evermore. I Cor. 2. 9.

1 Heb. 12, 22 , 23. But ye
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and of the Holy Spirit to all eternity". And

this is the perfect and full communion , which the

members of the invisible church fhall enjoy

with Chrift in glory, at the refurrection and

day of judgment .

are come unto mouut Zion,

and untothe city of the living

God, the heavenly Jerufalem,

and to an innumerable com-

pany of angels, to the general

affembly and church ofthe first-

born , which are written in

heaven, and to God the judge

of all, and to the fpirits of juft

men made perfect,

m 1 John 3. 2. Beloved,

now are we the fons of God,

and it doth not yet appear

what we fhall be but we

know that when he ſhall ap-

pear we fhall be like him ; for

wefhall fee him as he is. 1 Cor.

13. 12. For now we fee

through a glafs darkly ; but

then face to face : Now Iknow

in part ; but then ſhall I know

even as alfo I am known.

1 Theff. 4. 17. 18. So fhall we

ever be with the Lord. Where-

fore, comfort one another with

theſe words. Rev. 22. 3 , 4 , 5.

U 3
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Having seen what the Scriptures princi-

pally teach us to believe concerning God,

it followes to consider what they require

as the duty of man.

f

Q. 91. What is the duty which God requireth

of man?

A. The duty which God requireth of man is

obedience to his revealed will".

Q. 92. What did God at firft reveal unto màn

as the rule of his obedience ?

A. The rule of obedience revealed to Adam in

the eſtate of innocence, and to all mankind in

him, befide a ſpecial command, not to eat of

the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good

and evil, was the moral law .

Q. 93. What is the moral law ?

A. The moral law is the declaration of the

will of God to mankind, directing and binding

every one to perfonal, perfect , and perpetual con-

formity and obedience thereunto, in the frame

and difpofition of the whole man, ſoul and body ,

n Deut. 29. 29. The fecret

things belong unto the Lord

our God: but thoſe things which

are revealed belong untous, and

to our children for ever, that

we may do all the words of this

law. Mich. 6. 8. 1 Sam . 15.

22.

o Rom. 10. 5. For Mofes

defcribeth the righteoufnefs

which is of the law, that the

manwhodoeth theſe things fhall

live bythem. Rom 2. 14, 15.

Which fhew the work of the

law written in their hearts.

Gen. 2. 17.

pDeut. 5. 1, 2 , 3, 31 , 33-

Hear, O Ifrael, the ftatutes

and judgments which I fpeak

in your ears this day, that ye
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and in performance of all thofe duties of holi-

nefs and righteoufnefs which he oweth to God

and man : Promifing life upon the fulfilling,

and threatening death upon the breach of it" .

Q. 94. Is there

Since thefall?

any use ofthe moral law to man

A. Although no man fince the fall can attain

to righteouſneſs and life by the moral law¹, yet

there is great uſe thereof, as well common to

all men, as peculiar either to the unregenerate,

or the regenerate'.

Q.95. Of what ufe is the moral law to all men?

A. The moral law is of ufe to all men, to

may learn them , and keep and

do them.- I will fpeak unto

thee all the commandments,

and the ſtatutes , and the judg-

ments which thou fhait teach

them, that they may do them.

Ye fhall walk in all the ways

which the Lord your God hath
commanded you Luke 10.

26. 27. What is written in

the law, how readeft thou ?

And he anſwering, faid, Thou

fhalt love the Lord thy God

with all thy heart, and with

all thy foul and with all thy

Atrength, and with all thy mind;

and thy neighbour as thyſelf.

I Theff. 5. 23. I pray God,

your whole ſpirit and foul and

body be preferved blameleſs

unto the coming of our Lord

Jefus Chrift.

q Luke 1. 75. In holinefs

and righteouſneſs before him

all the days of our life. Acts

24. 16. And herein do I exer-

cife myſelf to have always a

confcience void of offence to-

ward God, and toward man.

r Rom. 10. 5. The man

which doeth theſe things , fhall

live by them. Gal. 3. 10,

12. Curfed is every one that

continueth not in all things

which are written in the book

of the law to do them.

f Rom. 8. 3. For what the

law could not do , in that it

was weak through the flesh ,

God fending his own Son, in

the likeness of finful fleſh, and

for fin condemned fin in the

flesh. Gal . 2. 16. For by the

works of the law fhall no flesh

be juſtified .

t1 Tim. 1. 8. But we know

that the law is good, if a man

uſe it lawfully."
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inform them of the holy nature and will of

God', and of their duty, binding them to walk-

accordingly"; to convince them of their difabi-

lity to keep it, and of the finful pollution of their

nature, hearts and lives , to humble them in the

fenſe of their fin and mifery" , and thereby

help them to a clearer fight of the need they have

of Christ , and of the perfection of his obe-

diencea.

Q. 96. What particular uſe is there of the

morallaw to unregenerate men?

A. The moral law is of uſe to unregenerate

v Lev. II. 44. 45. For I am

the Lord your God : ye fhall

therefore fanctify yourſelves,

and ye shall be holy ; for I am

holy. Lev. 20.7 8. Rom. 7.

12. Wherefore the law is holy;

and the commandment holy

and juſt and good.

w Jam. 2. 10, 11. For who-

foever fhall offend in one point,

he is guilty of all . Mich . 6. 8.

What doth the Lord require of

thee , but to do justly, and to

lovemercy, and to walk humbly

with thy God?

x Pla. 19. 11, 12. Moreover

bythem is thy fervant warned

-Who can underſtand his er-

rors ? Rom. 3. 20. For by the

law is the knowledge of fin.

Rom. 7. 7. I had not known

fin, but by the law, for I had

not known luft, except the law

had faid, Thou shalt not covet .

y Rom. 3. 9, 23. What then?

Are we better than they? No,

in no wife: for we have be-

fore proved both Jews and Gen-

tiles, that they are all under

fin. For all have finned, and

comefhort of the glory of God.

Rom. 7. 9. 13. When the

commandment came, fin re-

vived, and I died- That fin by

the commandment might be

come exceeding finful.

z Gal. 3. 21 , 22. Isthelaw then

againft the promiſes of God?

God forbid ! For if there had

been a law given which could

have given life, verily righte

oufnefs fhould have been bythe

law. But the Scripture hath

concluded all under fin, that

the promiſe by faith of Jefus

Chrift might be given to them

that believe.

a Rom. 10. 4. For Chrift is

the end of the law for righte

oufnefs to every one that be-

lieveth.
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men, to awaken their confciences to flee from

the wrath to come", and to drive them to Chrift ;

Or, upon their continuance in the eſtate and

way of fin, to leave them inexcufable" , and un-

der the curfe thereof .

Q. 97. What Special ufe is there of the moral

law to the regenerate ?

A. Although they that are regenerate and be-

lieve in Chrift , be delivered from the moral law

as a covenant of works , fo as thereby they are

neither juftified nor condemned" : Yet, befide

the general uſes thereof common to them with

all men, it is of fpecial ufe, to fhew them how

much they are bound to Chrift for his fulfilling

it, and enduring the curfe thereof in their ſtead

b 1 Tim. 1. 9, 10. Knowing

this that the law is not made

for a righteous man, but for the

lawlefs and difobedient, for the

ungodly and finners , &c. Rom,

7.9.

c Gal . 3. 24. Wherefore the

law was our ſchoolmafter to

bring us unto Chriſt, that we

might be juftified by faith .

d Rom. 1. 20. So that they

are without excufe . Compared

with Rom . 2. 15.

e Gal. 3. 10. For as many

as are of the works of the law

are under the curfe.

f Rom 7. 4. 6. Wherefore

my brethren, ye alfo are he-

come dead to the law bythe

body of Chrift ; that ye fhould

be married to another, evento

him who is raiſed from the

dead, that we fhould bring

forth fruit unto God; but now

we are delivered from the law, '

that being dead wherein we

were held : that we fhould

ferve in newnefs of ſpirit, and

not in the oldnefs of the letter.

And 6. 14. For ye are not un-

under the law, but under

grace.

g Rom. 3. 20. Therefore

by the deeds of the law there

fhall no flesh be juſtified in his

fight.

h Rom. 8. 1 , 33 , 34. There

is therefore now no condemna-

tion to them that are in Chriſt

Jefus : Who is he that can-

demneth ?
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and for their good' ; and thereby to provoke

them to more thankfulneſs , and to express the

fame in their greater care to conform themſelves

thereunto as the rule of their obedience'.

Q. 98. Wherein is the moral law fummarily

comprehended?

A. The moral law is fummarily compre-

hended in the ten commandments, which were

delivered by the voice of God upon mount Sinai,

and written by him on two tables of flone";

and are recorded in the twentieth chapter of Ex-

odus. The four first commandments containing

our duty to God, and the other fix cur duty to

man".

i Gal. 3. 13 , 14. Chrift hath

redeemed us from the curfe of

the law, being made a curfe
for us. That we might receive

the promiſe of the Spirit thro'

faith. Rom . 8. 3, 4. For what

the law could not do, in that

it was weak through the flesh,

God fending his own Son inthe

likeneſs of finful fleſh, and for

fin condemned fin in the flesh;

that the righteoufnefs of the

law might be fulfilled in us.

2 Cor. 5. 21 .

k Col. 1. 12 , 13 , 14. Giving

thanks unto the Father, who

hath made us meet to be par-

takers of the inheritance ofthe

faints in light : Who hath de.

livered us from the power of

darkneſs, and hath tranflated

us into the kingdom of his dear

Son In whom we have re-

demption through his blood,

even the forgiveneſs of fins.

Luke 1. 68, 69, 74, 75.

1 Rom . 7. 22. For I delight

in the law of God, after the

inward man. Tit . 2. 11. 12,

13 , 14. For the grace of God

that bringeth falvation , hath

appeared to all men, teach-

ing us that denying ungod-

linefs, and worldly lufts , we

fhould live foberly, righte

oufly, and godly in this prefent

world ; looking for that bleſſed

hope, and the glorious appear-

ing of the great God, and our

Saviour Jefus Chrift; who gave

himſelf for us, that he might

redeem us from all iniquity, and

purify unto himſelf a peculiar

people, zealous of good works,

Rom. 12. 2.

m Deut. 10. 4. And he wrote

upon the tables, according to

the firft writing, the ten com.

mandments. Exod. 34. 1 , 2,

3 , 4 .

n Mat. 22. 37, 38, 39. 40.

Jefus faid unto him, Thou shalt
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99. What rules are to be obfervedfor the

right understanding of the ten commandments?

A. For the right underſtanding of the ten

commandments, theſe rules are to be obſerved ;

1. That the law is perfect, and bindeth every

one to full conformity in the whole man unto

the righteouſneſs thereof, and unto entire obe-

dience for ever; fo as to require the utmoſt per-

fection of every duty, and to forbid the leaſt

degree of every fin°.

2. That it is fpiritual, and fo reacheth the

underſtanding, will, affections, and all other

powers of the foul ; as well as words, works,

and geſtures".

3. That one and the fame thing, in divers re-

fpects, is required or forbidden in feveral com-

mandments .

love the Lord thy God with

all thy heart, and with all thy

foul, and with all thy mind.

This is the firſt and great com .

mandment. And the fecond

is like unto it, Thou fhalt love

thy neighbour as thyfelf. On

theſe two commandments hang

all the law and the prophets.

o Pfal. 19. 7. The law of

the Lord is perfect . Jam . 2. 10.

For whofoever fhall keep the

whole law, and yet offend in

one point, he is guilty of all.

Mat. 5. 20. to the end . Who-

foever fhall fay, (to his bro-

ther) Thou fool, fhall be in

danger of hell-fire. Whofoever

looketh on a woman to luft af-

ter her, hath committed adul-

tery with her already in his

heart. But let your communi-

cation be, yea, yea ; nay, nay :

for whatfoever is more than

theſe cometh of evil . But I fay

unto you, Love your enemies,

blefs them that curfe you , do

good tothem that hate you, and

pray for them that despitefully

ufe you, and perfecute you.

p Rom. 7. 14. For we know

that the law is fpiritual. Deut.

6. 5. Thou fhalt love the Lord

thy God with all thy heart,

and with all thy foul , and with

all thy might . Mat. 22. 37, 38,

39. Mat. 12. 36 , 37 .

q Col. 3. 5 Mortify there-

fore your members which are

upon the earth : fornication,
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4. That as, where a duty is commanded,

the contrary fin is forbidden'; and where a fin

is forbidden, the contrary duty is commanded':

So, where a promife is annexed, the contrary

threatening is included' ; and, where a threaten-

ing is annexed, the contrary promife is included'.

5. That what God forbids, is at no time to

be done ; what he commands is always our

uncleanness, inordinate affec-

tion, evil concupifcence, and

covetoufnefs which is idolatry.

1 Tim. 6. 8. For the love of

money is the root of all evil ;

which while fome covetedafter,

they have erred from the faith,

and piercedthemſelves through

with manyforrows. Exod, 20.

3, 4, 5. Amos 8, 5.

r Ifa . 58. 13. if thou turn

away thy foot from the fab-

bath, from doing thy pleature

on my holy day, and call the

fabbath a delight, the holy of

the Lord, honourable, and fhalt

honour him, not doing thine

own ways, nor finding thine

own pleaſure, nor fpeaking

thine own words. Mat. 15. 4,

5, 6. For God commanded,

faying, Honour thy father

and mother: and, he that

curfeth father or mother, let

him die the death. But ye fay,

Whofoever fhall fay to his fa-

ther or his mother, It is a gift

by whatfoever thou mighteft

be profited by me, and honour

not his father or his mother, he

fhall be free. Thus have ye

madethe commandment ofGod

ofnone effect by your tradition.

Deut. 6. 13, Compared with

Mat. 4. 9, 10.

f Eph. 4. 28. Let him that

ftole , iteal no more, but rather

let him labour, & c .

t Exod. 20. 12. Honour thy

father and thy mother, that

thy days may be long upon the

land which the Lord thy God

giveth thee. Compared with

Prov- 30. 17. The eye that

mocketh at his father, and def-

pifeth to obey his mother, the

ravens of the valley fhall pick

it out, and the young eagles

fhail eat it.

v Jer. 18 7. At what inftant

I ſhall ſpeak concerning a na-

tion , and concerning a king-

dom , to pluck up, and topull

down, and to destroy it if

that nation against whom I

have pronounced, turn from

their evil way, I will repent of

the evil that I thought to do

unto them. Exod. 20. 7. Thou

fhalt not take the name of the

Lord thy God in vain ; for the

Lord will not hold him guilt-

lefs that taketh his name in vain.

Compared with Pfal . 15, 1 , 4,

5. and with Pfal. 24. 4, 5.

w Rom. 3. 8. And not ra-
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duty ; and yet every particular duty is not to

be done at all times".

6. That, under one fin or duty, all of the fame

kind, are forbidden or commanded; together

with all the caufes, means, occafions and appear-

auces thercof, and provocations thereunto" .

7. That what is forbidden or commanded to

ourſelves, we are bound, according to our places,

to endeavour that it may be avoided or perform-

ed by others, according to the duty of their

places¹.

8. That in what is commanded to others, we

are bound, according to our places and callings ,

ther, as we be flanderouſly re-

ported, and as fome affirm that

we fay,Let us do evil, that good

may come ; whofe damnation

is juft . Heb. 11. 25.

x Deut. 4. 8, 9. Only take

heed to thyfelf, and keep thy

foul diligently, left thou forget

the things which thine eyes

have feen, and left they depart

from thy heart all the days of

thy life: but teach them thy

fons, and thy fons' fons .

y Mat. 12. 7. But if ye had

known what this meaneth , I

will have mercy and not facri-

fice, ye would not have condem-

ned the guiltless. Mark 14. 7 .

z 1 Theff. 5. 22. Abftain

from all appearance ofevil . Gal.

5. 26. Let us not be defirous

of vain glory, provoking one

another, envying one another.
Heb. 10. 24. Let us confider

one another. to provoke unto

love and to good works. Col.

3. 21.

a Exod. 20. IC. But the fe-

venth day is the fabbath of the

Lord thy God: in it thou fhalt

not do any work, thou , nor thy

fon, nor thy daughter, nor thy

man fervant, nor thy maid fer-

vant, nor thy cattle, nor thy

ftranger that is within thy gates.

Gen. 18. 19. For I knowhimthat

he will command his children

and his houfhold after him , and

they fhall keep the way of the

Lord, to do juftice and judg

ment. Deut. 6. 6, 7. And thefe

words which I command thee

this day, thall be in thine heart:

and thou shalt teach them dili .

X

gently unto thy children , and

fbalt talk of them when thou

fitteft in thine houfe, and when

thou walkeft by the way , and

when thou lieft down , and when

thou rifeft up. Jof. 24. 15.
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to be helpful to them ; and to take heed of par-

taking with others in what is forbidden them .

Q. 100. What Special things are we to confider

in the ten commandments?

A. We are to confider in the ten command-

ments, the preface, the fubftance of the command-

ments themſelves, and feveral reafons annexed

to fome of them the more to enforce them.

Q. 101. What is the preface to the ten com-

mandments?

A. The preface to the ten commandments

is contained in theſe words, I am the Lord thy

God, which have brought thee out of the land of

Egypt, out of the house of bondage . Wherein

God manifefteth his fovereignty, as being Je-

hovah, the enternal, immutable, and almighty

God ; having his being in and of himſelf , and

giving being to all his words and works " : And

b 2 Cor. 1. 24. Not for that

we have dominion over your

faith, but are helpers of your

joy.

c1 Tim. 5. 22. Lay hands

fuddenly on no man, neither

be partaker of other mens,

fins: keep thyfelf pure. Eph .

5.11. And have no fellowship

with the unfruitful works of

darkneſs, but rather reprove

them .

d Exod. 20. 2.

e Ifa. 44. 6. Thus faith the

Lord, the King of Ifrael, and

his Redeemer the Lord of

Hofts, I am the firſt, and I am

the laſt, and befides me there

is no God.

f Exod. 3. 14. And God faid

unto Mofes, I AM that IAM:

And he ſaid thus fhalt thou fay

unto the children of Ifrael, I

AM hath fent me unto you.

g Exod. 6. 3. And I appear-

ed unto Abraham, unto Iſaac,

and unto Jacob, by the name

of God Almighty, but bymy

name Jehovah was I notknown

to them ,

h Acts 17. 24, 28. God that

made the world and all things

therein, ſeeing that he is Lord

of heaven and earth, dwell
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that he is a God in covenant, as with Ifrael of old,

fo with all his people' ; who as he brought them

out of their bondage in Egypt, ſo he delivereth

us from our ſpiritual thraldom ; and that therefore

we are bound to take him for our God alone, and

to keep all his commandments '.

Q. 102. What is the fum ofthefour command-

ments which contain our duty to God ?

d. The fum of the four commandments con-

taining our duty to God, is to love the Lord our

God with all our heart, and with all our foul,

and with all our ftrength, and with all our

mind .

Q103. Whichis the first commandment ?

A. The firſt commandment is, Thou shalt have

noother gods before me".

Q104. What are the duties required in thefirst

commandment ?

eth not in temples made with

hands-For in him we live,

and move, and have our being.

iGen. 17. 7. And I will

eſtabliſh my covenant between

me and thee. Compared with

Rom. 3. 29. Is he the God of

the Jews only? Is he not alfo

of the Gentiles ? Yes, of the

Gentiles alfo .

kLuke 1 74, 75. That he

would grant unto us, that we

being delivered out of the

hand of our enemies, might

ſerve him without fear, in ho-

linefs and righteoufnefs before

him, all the days of our life.

11 Pet. 1.15, 16, 17 , 18. But´

as he who hath called you is

holy, fo be ye holy in all man-

ner of converfation : becauſe

it is written, Be ye holy, forI

am holy. And if ye call onthe

Father, who without refpec

of perfons judgeth according

to every man's work, pafs the

time of your fojourning here

in fear-Forafmuch as ye know

that ye were not redeemed with

corruptible things, as filver and

gold, from your vain converfa.

tion. Lev. 18, 30. and 19.37.

(See also letter k. )

m Luke 10. 27. Thou shalt

love the Lord, &c.

n Exod. 20. 3.

X 2
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A. The duties required in the first command-

ment are, the knowing and acknowledging of

God to be the only true God , and our Godº ;

and to worſhip and glorify him accordingly ; by

thinking , meditating , remembering , highly

eſteeming', honouring", adoring", choofing , lov-

ing , defiring , fearing of him ; believing him ;

o 1 Chron. 28. 9. And thou

Solomon, my fon , know thou

the God ofthy father, andferve

him with a perfect heart, and

with a willing mind. Deut.

26. 17. Thou haft avouched

the Lord this day to be thy

God. Ifa. 43. IC. Ye are my

witneffes, faith the Lord, and

my ſervant whom I have cho-

ſen : that ye may know and

believe me, and underftand that

I am he; before methere was no

God formed, neither fhall there

be after me. Jer 14. 22.

p Pfa. 95. 6, 7. O come,

let us worship and bow down :

let us kneel before the Lord

our Maker, For he is our God,

and we are the people of his

pafture, and the ſheep of his

hand . Mat, 4. 10. Thou shalt

worſhip the Lord thy God, and

him only halt thou ferve .

Pfa. 29. 2. Give unto the Lord

the glory due unto his name :

worship the Lord in the beauty

of holinefs.

q Mal. 3. 16. Then they

that feared the Lord, fpake of

ten one to another, and the

Lord hearkened, and heard it ,

and a book of remembrance

was written before him for

them that feared the Lord, and

thought upon his name.

r Pfa. 63. 6. When I re.

member thee upon my bed,

and meditate on thee in the

night watches.

f Eccl . 12. J. Remember

nowthy Creator in the days of

thy youth.

t Pla. 71. 19. Thy righte .

oufnefs alfo , O God, is very

high, who haft dine great

things : O God, who is like

unto thee ?

v Mal. 1. 6.

father, where is

Ifthen I be a

my honour ?

w Ifa. 45. 23. I have fworn

by myfelf, the word is gone

out of my mouth in righteouf-

nefs, and fhall not return, that

unto me fhall every knee bow,

every tongue fhall fwear. Pfa.

106. 21 and 96, throughout.

x Jof. 24. 15 , 22. Ye are

witneffes against yourſelves that

ye have chofen you the Lord

to be your God, toferve him.

y Deut. 6 5. And thou shalt

love the Lord thy God.

z Pla. 73. 25. Whom have

I in heaven but thee ? and there

is none upon earth that I de-

fire befide thee..

a lfa . 8. 13. Sanctify the

Lord of Hofts himſelf, and let

him be your fear , and let him

be your dread.

And theb Exod. 14. 31.
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truſting , hoping , delighting , rejoicing in him ;

being zealous for him ; calling upon him ;

giving all praiſe and thanks", and yielding all

obedience and fubmiffion to him with the whole

man' ; being careful in all things to pleaſe him ,

and forrowful when in any thing he is offended' ;

and walking humbly with him".

Q. 105. Whatare the fins forbidden in the firft

commandment ?

A. The fins forbidden in the first command-

ment are atheiſm, in denying, or not having a

God" ; idolatry, in having or worshipping more

gods than one, or any with, or instead of the

people feared the Lord, and be

lieved the Lord. Rom . 10. 11.

Acts 10. 43.

c Ifa . 26. 4. Truft ye in the

Lord for ever. Pfa. 40. 4.

d Pfa. 130. 7. Let Ifrael hope

in the Lord.

e Pfa. 37. 5. Delight thyfelf

alfo in the Lord.

fPfa. 32. II. Be glad in the

Lord, and rejoice ye righteous :

and fhout for joy, all ye that are

upright in heart.

gRom. 12. II. Fervent in

fpirit, ferving the Lord. Rev.

3. 19. Be zealous therefore .

Num. 25. II.

h Phil. 4. 6. But in every

thing by prayer and fupplica-

tion withthankſgiving, let your

requeſts be made known unto

God.

i Jer. 7. 23. But this thing

commanded I them, faying,

Obey my voice, and I will be

your God, and ye fhall be my

people : and walk ye in all the

ways that I have commanded

you . Jam. 4. 7. Submit your-

felves therefore to God . Rom.

12. 1.

k 1 John 3. 22. And what-

foever we afk, we receive of

him , becauſe we keep his com-

mandments, and do thofe things

that are pleafing in his fight.

Thus

1 Neh. 13. 22. And it grieved

me fore. Pfa . 73. 21.

my heart wasgrieved. Pla. 119.

136. Rivers of waters run

down mine eyes ; becauſe they

keep not thy law. Jer 31. 18,

19.

m Mich. 6. 8. And to walk

humbly with thy God,

n Pfa. 14. I. The foolhath

faid in his heart, ' There is no

God Eph . 2. 12 And without

God in the world.

X-3
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true God" ; the not having and vouching him

for God, and our God" ; the omiſſion or neglect

of any thing due to him, required in this com-

mandment ; ignorance", forgetfulneſs , mifap-

prehenfions , falfe opinions" , unworthy and

wicked thoughts of him" ; bold and curious

fearchings into his fecrets ; all prophaneneſs',

o Jer. 2. 27, 28. Saying to a

ftock, Thou art my father; and

toa ftone, Thou haft broughtme

forth. Where are thy gods that

thou haft made thee ?-for ac-

cording to the number of thy

cities are thy gods, O Judah.

Compared with 1 Theff. 1 , 9.

p Pfa. 81. 11. But my peo-

ple would not hearken to my

voice and Ifrael would none of

me.

qIfa. 43. 22, 23, 24. But

thou haft not called upon me,

O Jacob, but thou hast been

weary ofme, O Ifrael . Thou

haft not brought me the fmall

cattle of thy burnt-offerings,

neither haft thou honoured me

with thy facrifices.

r Jer. 4. 22. For my peo-

ple is foolish, they have not

known me, they are fottiſh

children , and they have no

underſtanding they are wife

to do evil, but to do good they

have no knowledge. Hof. 4.

I, 6. For the Lord hath a

controverfy with the inhabi-

tants of the land ; becauſe there

is no truth, nor mercy, nor

knowledge of God iu the land.

My people are deftroyed for

lack of knowledge .

fJer. 2. 32. Can a maid for-

get her ornaments, or a bride

her attire ? yet my people have

forgotten me dayswithout num-

ber. Pfa. 50. 22.

t Acts 17. 23, 29. For as I

paffed by, and beheld your de-

votions I found an altar with

this infcription, TO THE UN-

KNOWN GOD. Whom there-

fore ye ignorantly worſhip him

declare I unto you . We ought

not to think that the Godhead

is like unto gold, or filver, or

ftone, graven by art and man's

device.

v Ifa. 40, 18, To whom

then will ye liken God ? or

what likeness will ye compare

unto him ?

w Pfa. 50. 21. Theſe things

haft thou done, and I kept

filence ; thou thoughteft that I

was altogether fuch an one as

thyfelf : but I will reprove thee,

and fet them in order before

thine eyes.

x Deut. 29. 29. The fecret

things belong unto the Lord

our God.

y Tit. 1. 16. They profefs

that they know God ; but in

works they deny him, being

abominable, and disobedient,

and to every good work repro

bate. Heb. 12. 16.

7
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hatred of God", felf-love , felf-ſeeking , and all

other inordinate and immoderate fetting of our

mind, will or affections upon other things, and

taking them off from him in whole or in part ;

vain credulity , unbelief , herefy*, miſbelief ,

diftruft", defpair ' ; incorrigibleneſs , and infen-

fibleneſs under judgments , hardneſs of heart",

pride", prefumption , carnal ſecurity", tempting

z Rom. 1. 30. Backbiters,

haters ofGod, defpiteful, proud ,

boafters.

a 2 Tim . 3.2 For men hall

be lovers of their ownfelves,

covetous, &c.

b Phil. 2. 21. For all feek

their own, not the things which

are Jefus Chrift's.

CI John 2, 15, 16, Love not

the world, neither the things

that are in the world ; if any

man love the world, the love

of the Father is not in him.

I Sam, 2. 29. And honoureft

thy fons above me. Col. 3.2 , 5 .

d 1 John 4. 1. Beloved, be-

lieve not every fpirit, but try

the ſpirits whether they are of

God; becaufe many falfe pro-

phets are gone out into the

world.

e Heb. 3. 12. Take heed

brethren, left there be in any

of you an evil heart of unbe-

lief, in departing from the liv-

ing God.

f Gal . 5. 20. Idolatry, witch-

craft, hatred, variance, emu-

lations, wrath, ftrife , feditions,

herefies. Tit . 3. 10.

g Acts 26. 9. I verily thought

with myſelf, that I oughtto do

many things contrary to the

name of Jefus of Nazareth .

h Pfal . 78. 22. Becauſe they

believed not in God, and truft-

ed not in his falvation .

i Gen. 4. 13. And Cain faid,

My punishment is greater than

I can bear.

k Jer. 5.3 . Thou haft ftrick-

en them, but they have not

grieved ; thou hast confumed

them, but they have refuſed

to receive correction ; they

have made their faces harder

than a rock, they have refuſed

to return.

1 Ifa. 42. 25. Yetheknew not;

yet he laid it notto heart.

m Rom. 2. 5. But after thy

hardneſs and impenitent heart,

treaſureft up unto thyself wrath

against the day of wrath, and

revelation ofthe righteousjudg-

mentof God.

n Jer. 13. 15. Hear ye, and

give ear, be not proud; for

the Lord hath ſpoken.

o Pfa. 19. 13. Keep back

thy fervant alfo from prefump-

tuous fins:-then ſhall I be

innocent from the great tranf-

greffion .

And puniſhp Zeph. I. 12.
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of God : ufing unlawful means", and trufting

in lawful means ; carnal delights and joys' ;

corrupt, blind, and indiſcreet zeal' ; lukewarm-

nefs", and deadneſs in the things of God ;

eſtranging ourſelves, and apoftatizing from God";

praying, or giving any religious worſhip, to

faints, angels, or any other creatures";

compacts and confulting with the devil , and

the menthat are fettled on their

lees : that fay in their heart,

The Lord will not do good,
nor willhe do evil.

q Mat. 4. 7. Thou shalt not

tempt the Lord thy God.

r Rom. 3. 8. And not ra-

ther, (as we be flanderouſly re-

ported, and as fome affirm that

we fay, ) Let us do evil that

good may come?

fJer. 17.5. Curfed be the man

that trufteth in man, and ma-

keth flesh his arm , and whofe

heart departeth from the Lord.

t 2 Tim. 3. 4. Traitors,

heady, high-minded, lovers of

pleaſures more than lovers of

God.

v Gal. 4. 17. They zealouf-

ly affect you, but not well ;

Rom. 10. 2. For I bear them

record, that they have a zeal of

God, but not according to

knowledge. John 16. 2. Luke

9.54, 55.

w Rev. 3. 16. So then, be-

caufe thou art lukewarm and

neither cold mor hot , I will fpue

thee out of my mouth.

x Rev. 3. 1. I know thy

works that thou haft a name,

that thou liveft, and art dead.

y Ezek. 14. 5. Becauſe they

all

meare all eftranged from

through their idols. Ifa . I. 4, 5.

They have forfaken the Lord,

they are gone away backward.

Why should ye he ftricken any
more? Ye will revolt more

and more.

z Hof, 4. 12. My people afk

counfel at their flocks, and

their ſtaff declareth unto them:

Rev. 19. 10. And I fell at his

feet to worship him ; and he

faid unto me, See thou do it

not : I am thy fellow-fervant,

and of thy brethren that have

the teftimony of Jefus; wor-

fhip God . Col. 2. 18. Let no

man beguile you of your re-

ward, in a voluntary humility,

and worſhipping of angels, in-

truding into thofe things which

he hath not feen , vainly puffed

up by his fleshly mind. Rom.

I. 25.

a Lev. 20. 6. Andthe foul

that turneth after fuch as have

familiar fpirits, and after wiz-

ards, to go a whoring after

them, I will even fet my face

against that foul , and will cut

him off from among his people.

1 Sam. 28. 7, 11. Compared

with Chron. 10. 13, 14,

•
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hearkening to his fuggeftions" ; making men the

lords of our faith and confcience ; flighting

and defpifing God , and his commands " ; refifting

and grieving of his Spirit , difcontent and im-

patience at his difpenfations , charging him

foolishly for the evils he inflicts on us ; and

afcribing the praiſe of any good we either are,

have, or can do, to fortune", idols " , ourſelves' ,

or any other creature .

Q. 106. What are we especially taught by these

words (before me) in thefirst commandment?

A. Theſe words (before me) or before my

face, in the first commandment, teach us, that

b Acts 5. 3. But Peter faid ,

Ananias, why hath Satan filled

thine heart, to lie to the Ho-

ly Ghost , and to keep back

part of the price of the land ?

c 2 Cor. 1. 24. Not for that

we have dominion over your

faith, but are helpere of your

joy. Mat. 23. Y.

d Deut. 32. 15. Then he

forfook God that made him,

and lightly esteemed the rock

of his falvation . Prov. 13. 13 .

Whofo defpifeth the word, fhall

be deftroyed but he that fear-

eth the commandment , fhallbe

rewarded. 2 Sam. 12. 9.

e Acts 7. 51. Ye ftiff-necked

and uncircumcifed in heart and

ears, ye do always refift the

Holy Ghoft. Eph. 4. 30. And

grieve not the holy Spirit of

God.

f Pfa. 73. 2, 3 , 13 , 14 , 15 ,

22. But as for memy feet were

almoft gone, my ſteps had well

nigh flipt. For I was envious

at the foolish, when I ſaw the

profperity of the wicked , &c.

g 1 Sam. 6. 7 , 8, 9. But if

not, then ſhall we know that it

is not his hand that fmote us,

it was a chance that happened

to us.

h Dan . 5. 23. And thou haft

praiſed the gods of filver and

gold, of brafs, iron, wood and

ftone, which fee not, nor hear,

nor know ; and the God, in

whofe hand thy breath is, and

whofe are all thy ways, haft

thou not glorified.

i Deut. 8. 17. And thou fay

in thine heart, My power and

the night of my hand hath

gotten me this wealth. Dan.

4.30.

k Hab . 1. 16. Therefore

they facrifice unto their net, and

burn incenfe unto their drag.
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God, who feeth all things, taketh ſpecial no-

tice of, and is much difpleafed with, the fin of

having any other god : That fo it may be an ar-

gument to diffuade from it, and to aggravate it

as a moſt impudent provocation' ; as alſo to per-

ſuade us to do as in his fight, whatever we do

in his fervice .

Q. 107. Which is the fecond commandment?

A. The fecond commandment is, Thou fealt

not make unto thee any graven image, or any like-

nefs of any thing that is in heaven above, or that

is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under

the earth. Thou shalt not bow down thyfelf to

them, nor ferve them; For I the Lord thy God

am ajealous God, vifiting the iniquity of thefathers

upon the children unto the third and fourth genera-

tion of them that hate me: Andfbewing mercy un-

to thousands of them that love me, and keep my

commandments".

Q. 108. What are the duties required in the

Jecond commandment?

A. The duties required in the fecond com-

IPfa. 44. 20, 21. Ifwe have

forgotten the name of our God,

or ftretched out our hands to a

ftrange god: Shall not God

fearch this out ? for he know

eth the fecrets of the heart.

Ezek. 8. 5. to the end of the

chapter. And behold north-

ward, at the gate of the altar,

this image of jealouſy in the

entry. But turn thee yet again,

and thou shalt fee greater abo-

minations.

m 1 Chron. 28. 9. And thou,

Solomon, my fon, know thou

the God of thy father, and

ferve him with a perfect heart,

and with a willing mind : for

the Lord fearcheth all hearts,

and underſtandeth all the ima-

ginations of the thoughts.

n Exod. 20. 4, 5 , 6 .
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mandment are, the receiving, obferving, and

keeping pure and entire, all fuch religious wor-

ſhip and ordinances as God hath inſtituted in his

word"; particularly prayer and thankſgiving in

the name of Chrift" ; the reading, preaching and

hearing of the word ; the adminiſtration and re-

ceiving of the facraments' ; church-government

and difcipline'; the miniftry and maintenance

o Deut. 32. 46, 47. Set your

hearts unto all the wordswhich

I teftify among you this day ;

which ye fhall command your

children to obferve, to do all

the words of this law. Mat. 28.

20. Teaching them to obferve

all things whatſoever I have
commanded you. I Tim. 6 .

13, 14. That thou keep this

commandment without fpot,

unrebukeable, until the appear-

ing of our Lord Jefus Chrift.
Acts 2. 42.

p Phil. 4. 6. Be careful for

nothing: but in every thing by

prayer and fupplication with

thankſgiving, let your requeſts

be made known unto God. Eph.

5. 20.

q Deut. 17. 18, 19. That he

fhall write him a copy of this

law in a book , and it fhall be

with him, and he shall read

therein all the days of his life :

Acts 15. 21. For Mofes-hath

in every city them that preach

him, being read in the fyna-

gogues every fabbath-day. 2

Tim. 4. 2. Preach the word,

be inſtant in ſeaſon, out of fea-

fon ; reprove , rebuke, exhort,

with all long-fuffering and doc-

trine. James I. 21 , 22.- Re-

ceive with meeknefs the in-

grafted word. Acts 10. 33.

r Mat. 28. 19. Go ye there-

fore and teach all nations, bap-

tizing them in the name of the

Father, and of the Son, and of

the Holy Ghoſt. I Cor. 11.

from the 23d to the 30th verfe.

For I have received of the Lord,

that which alſo I delivered un-

to you, that the Lord Jefus,

the fame night in which he was

betrayed, took bread, &c.

f Mat. 16. 19. And I will

give unto thee the keys of the

kingdom of heaven ; and what-

fover thou shalt bind on earth

fhall be bound in heaven ; and

whatfoever thou fhalt looſe on

earth , fhall be loofed in hea-

ven.
And John 20. 23. Mat.

18. 15, 16 , 17. And if he ſhall

neglect to hear them, tell it

unto the church ; but if he ne-

glect to hear the church, let

him be unto thee asan heathen

man and a publican. I Cor. 5.

1 Cor. 12. 28.
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thereof ; religious fafting" ; fwearing by the name

of God"; and vowing unto him : As alfo the

difapproving, deteſting , oppoſing all falfe wor-

fhip' ; and, according to each one's place and call-

ing, removing it, and all monuments of idolatry².

Q. 109. What are the fins forbidden in the fe-

cond commandment?

A. The fins forbidden in the fecond command-

ment are, all devifing , counfelling", command-

t Eph. 4. II, 12. And he

gave fome, apoſtles ; and fome,

prophets ; and fome, evange.

lifts; and fome, paftors and

teachers; for the perfecting of

the faints, for the work of the

miniflry, for the edifying of

the body of Chriſt. 1 Tim. 5.

17, 18. Let the elders that rule

well be counted worthy of

double honour, eſpecially they

who labour in the word and

doctrine. For the fcripture

faith, Thou shalt not muzzle

the ox that treadeth out the

corn, and The labourer is wor-

thy of his reward.

1, to 15.

I Cor. 9.

v Joel 2. 12 , 13. Therefore

alfo now faith the Lord, Turn

ye even to me with all your

heart; and with fafting, and

with weeping, and withmourn

ing. 1 Cor. 7. 5. That ye may

give yourſelves to fafting and

prayer.

w Deut. 6. 13. Thou shalt

fear the Lord thy God, and

ferve him, and fhalt fwear by

his name.

x Pfa. 76. 11. Vow and pay

unto the Lord your God. Ifa.

19. 21 Pfa. 116. 14, 18 .

y Acts 17. 6 , 17. Now while

Paul waited for them at Athens,

his fpirit was ftirred within

him, whenhe fawthe city whol-

ly given to idolatry . Pf . 16. 4.

Their forrows fhall be multi-

plied that haften after another

God : their drink-offerings of

blood will I not offer, nor take

up their names into my lips.

z Deut. 7. 5. Ifa. 30. 22.

a Num . 15. 39. And it ſhall

be unto you for a fringe that

ye may look upon it , and re-

member all the commandments

of the Lord, and do them :

And that ye feek not after your

own heart, and your own eyes,

after which ye ufe to go a

whoring.

b Deut. 13. 6, 7 , 8. If hy

brother, the fon of thy mo-

ther, or thy fon, or thy daugh-

ter, or the wife of thy bofom,

or thy friend, which is as

thine own foul , entice thee

fecretly, faying, Let us go and
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ing , ufing , and any wife approving any religi

ous worſhip not inftituted by God himſelf ; the

making any repreſentation of God, of all or of

any of the three perfons, either inwardly in our

mind, or outwardly in any kind of image or like-

nefs of any creature whatſoevers : all worſhip ofit",

ferve other Gods, (which thou

haft not known, thou , nor thy

fathers:)-thou shalt not con-

fent unto him, nor hearken un-

to him : neither fhall thine

eye pity him, neither fhalt

thou fpare, neither fhalt thou

conceal him.

c Hof. 5. 11 , Ephraim is op

preffed-injudgment, becauſe he

willingly walked after the com.

mandment. Micah 6. 16. For

the ftatutes of Omri are kept.

d 1 Kings 11. 33. Becauſe

that they have forfaken me, and

have worshipped Aſhtoreth. I

Kings 12. 33. So he offered up

on the altar which he had made

in Bethel, the fifteenth day of

the eighth month, even the

month which he had deviſed of

his own heart, and ordained a

feaſt unto the children of Ifrael,

and he offered upon the altar ,

and burnt incenfe.

e Deut. 12. 30, 31 , 32. Take

heed to thyself that thou be not

fnared byfollowing them, af-

ter that they be deſtroyed be-

fore thee, and that thou en-

quire not after their gods, fay-

ing, How did thefe nations

ferve their gods? Even fo will

I do likewife. What thing

Y

foever I command you, obſerve

to do it ; thou shalt not add

thereto , nor diminiſh from it.

g Deut. 4. 15, 16, 17, 18,

19. Take ye therefore good

heed unto yourſelves, (for ye

fawno manner offimilitude on

the day that the Lord fpake

unto you in Horeb, out of the

midst of the fire , ) left ye cor-

rupt yourſelves, and make you

a graven image, the fimilitude

of any figure. Acts 17. 29.

Forafmuch then as we are the

offspring of God , we ought not

to think that the Godhead is

like unto gold, or filver , or

ftone, graven by art and man's

device . Rom. 1. 21 , 22, 23, 25.

But became vain in their ima-

ginations, and changed the

glory of the uncorruptible God

into an image made like to

corruptible man, and to birds.

Who changed the truth of God

into a lie, and worſhipped and

ferved the creature more than

the Creator, who is bleſſed for

ever . Amen.

h Gal. 4. 8. Howbeit, then

when ye knew not God, ye did

fervice unto them who by na-

ture are no gods. Dan . 3. 18.
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"

or God in it or by it' ; the making of any re-

prefentation of feigned deities , and all worſhip

of them, or fervice belonging to them' ; all fu-

perftitious devices", corrupting the worſhip of

God", adding to it, or taking from it , whe-

ther invented and taken up of ourſelves", or re-

ceived by tradition from others , though un-

der the title of antiquity' , cuftom , devotion',

i Exod. 32. 5. And when

Aaron faw it , he built an altar

before it, and Aaron made pro-

clamation and faid , To-morrow

is a feat to the Lord.

kxod. 32. 8. They have

made them a molten calf, and

have worshipped it , and have

facrificed thereunto, and faid,

Thefe be thy gods, O Ifrael,

which have brought thee

out of the land of Egypt.

up

11 Kings 18. 26, 28. And

they took the bullock which

was given them, and they dref

fed it , and called on the name

of Baal from morning even

until noon, faying, O Baal,

hear us. Ifa. 65. 11.

m Acts 17. 22. Then Paul

ftood in the midſt of Mars-hill ,

and faid, Ye men of Athens,

I perceive that in all things, ye

are too fuperftitious. Col. 2,

21, 22, 23. (Touch not, tafte

not, handle not : which all are

to perifh with the ufing) after

the commandments and doc-

trines of men. Which things

have indeed a fhew of wifdom

in will-worthip and humility,

and neglecting of the body, not

in any honour to the fatisfying

of the flesh .

n Mal. 1. 7, 8, 14. Ye offer

polluted bread upon mine altar.

But curfed be the deceiver who

hath in his flock a male, and

voweth and facrificeth unto the

Lord a corrupt thing : For I am

a great King, faith the Lord of

Hofts, and my name is dreadful

among the heathen.

o Deut. 4. . Ye ſhall not

add unto the word which I

command you, neither ſhall ye

diminish ought from it, that

ye may keep the command-

ments of the Lord your God,

which I command you.

p Pfa. 106. 39. Thus were

they defiled with their own

works, and went a whoring

with their own inventions.

q Mat 15. 9. But in vain

they do worſhip me, teaching

for doctrines the command-

ments of men.

r 1 Pet. I. 18. Forafmuch as

ye knowthat ye were not re-

deemed with corruptible things,

as filver and gold, from your

vain converfation received by

tradition from your fathers.

f Jer. 44. 17. But we will

certainly do whatſoever thing
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good intent, or any other pretence whatſoever";

fimony , facrilege ; all neglect , contempt',

hindering , and oppofing the worship and ordi-

nances which God hath appointed".

Q. 110. What are the reafons annexed to the

fecond commandment, the more to enforceit ?

A. The reafons annexed to the fecond com-

mandment, the more to enforce it, contained in

thefe words , For I the Lord thy God am a jealous

God, vifiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the

goeth forth out of our own

mouth, to burn incenfe untothe

queen of heaven, and to pour

out drink-offerings unto her,

as we have done, we and our

fathers, our kings and our

princes, in the cities of Judah,

and in the ſtreets of Jerufalem .

t Ifa. 65. 3, 4, 5. A people

that provoketh me to anger

continually to my face, that

facrificer! in gardens, and

burneth incenfe upon altars of

brick ;-Who eat fwine's flesh ,

and broth of abominable things

is in their veffels ; who fay,

Stand by thyfelf, come not near

me, for I am holier than thou.

Theſe are a ſmoke in my nofe,

a fire that burneth all the day .

Gal. 1. 13. 14. How that

beyond meaſure I perfecutedthe

church of God, and wafted it:

and profited in the Jews reli-

gion above many my equals in

mine own nation, being more

exceedingly zealous of the tra-

ditions ofmyfathers.

▼ 1 Sam, 13. 11, 12. I forced

myself therefore, and offered

a burnt-offering, 1 Sam . 15.

21. But the people (faid Saul )

took of the fpoil, fheep and
oxen, the chief of the

things which fhouid have been

utterly deftroyed, to facrifice

unto the Lord thy God in

Gilgal.

Andw Acts 8. 18, 19, 22.

when Simon faw that through

laying on of the apoftles' hands,

the Holy Ghoft was given, he

offered them money.

x Rom. 2. 22. Thou that

abhorreſt idols, doft thou com-

mit facrilege ? Mal . 3. 8. Will

aman rob God ? yet ye have

robbed me : but ye fay, Where-

in have we robbed thee ? In

tythes and offerings.

Exod. 4. 24, 25, 26. And

it came to pafs by the way in

the inn, thatthe Lordmet him,

and fought to kill him .

z Mat. 22. 5. Butthey made

light of it, and went their

ways, one to his farm , another

to his merchandize . Mal. 1 .

Y 2
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children unto the third andfourth generation of them

that hate me andfhewing mercy unto thouſands of

them that love me and keep my commandments ; are,

befide God's fovereignty over us, and propriety

in us , his fervent zeal for his own worfhip , and

his revengeful indignation againſt all falſe wor-

fhip, as being a ſpiritual whoredom² ; account-

ing the breakers of this commandment ſuch as

hate him, and threatening to punish them unto

divers generations" , and eſteeming the obſervers

7, 13. Ye offer polluted bread

upon mine altar-Ye fay The

table ofthe Lord is contempt

ible-Ye faid alfo, Behold what

a weariness is it ! and ye have

fnuffed at it, faith the Lord of

Hofts ; and ye brought that

which was torn, and the lame,

and the fick.

a Mat. 23. 13. But woe unto

you fcribes and Pharifees, hy-

pocrites ; for ye fhut up the

kingdom of heaven against

men: for ye neither go in your-

felves, neither ſuffer ye them

that are entering to go in.

b Acts 13. 44, 45. But when

the Jews faw the multitudes,

they were filled with envy, and

fpake against thofe thingswhich

were fpoken by Paul , contra-

dicting and blafpheming . I

Theff. 2. 15, 16.

c Exod. 20. 5, 6.

d Pfa. 45. 11. He is thy

Lord, and worship thou him.

Rev. 15. 3 , 4. And they fing

the fong of Mofes the fervant

of God, and the fong ofthe

Lamb, faying, Great and mar

vellous are thy works, Lord

God Almighty : juſt and true

are thy ways, thou King of

faints. Who fhall not fear thee,

O Lord, and glorify thy name ?

for thou only art holy.

e Exod. 34. 13 , 14. But ye

fhall deftroy their altars, break

their images, and cut down

their groves. For thou fhalt

worship no other God ; forthe

Lord whofe name is jealous, is

a jealous God.

f1 Cor. 10. 20, 21 , 22. But

I fay, that the things whichthe

Gentiles facrifice, they facri-

fice to devils, and not to God :

and I would not that ye fhould

have fellowſhip with devils.

Ye cannot drink the cup ofthe

Lord, and the cup of devils :

ye cannot be partakers of the

Lord's table, and of the table

of devils. Do we provokethe

Lord to jealoufy ? Are we

ftronger than he ? Deut. 32.

16. 17, 18, 19. Jer, 7. 18, 19,

20. Ezek. 16. 26, 27.

g Hof. 2. 2, 3. 4. Plead with

your mother, plead ; for the is
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of it fuch as love him and keep his command-

ments, and promifing mercy to them unto many

generations".

Q. 111. Which is the third commandment ?

A. The third commandment, is, Thoushalt not

takethe name of the Lord thy God in vain : For the

Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh his `name

in vaini.

Q. 112. What is required in the third command-

ment?

A. The third commandment requires, that

the name of God, his titles, attributes , or-

dinances , the word", facraments" ,facraments", prayer ,

not my wife, neither am I her

huſband ; let her therefore put

awayherwhoredoms, and her

adulteries from between her

breaſts : left I ftrip her naked,

and fet her as in the day that

fhe wasborn, and make her as

a wilderneſs, and fet her like

a dry land, and flay her with

thirst. And I will not have

mercy upon her children ; for

they be the children of whore-

doms.

h Deut. 5. 29. O that there

were fuch an heart in them ,

that they would fear me, and

keep all my commandments,

always, that it might be well

with them, and with their chil-

dren for ever !

i Exod. 20. 7.

k Mat. 6. 9. After this man-

ner therefore pray ye ;-Our

Father who art in heaven, hal-

lowed be thy name. Deut. 28.

58. That thou mayeft fear this

glorious and fearful name, The

Lord thy God. Pfa. 68. 5. Ex-

tol him that rideth upon the

heavens by his name, Jah . Pfa.

29. 2. Rev. 15. 3 , 4. ( See

above in d. )

1 Eccl . 5. 1. Keep thy foot

when thou goeſt to the houſe

ofGod, and be more ready to

hear than to give the facrifice

of fools ; for they confider not

that they do evil. Mal. 2. 4.

m Pfa. 138. 2. I will wor-

ſhip towards thy holy temple

and praife thy name, for thy

loving kindneſs and for thy

truth ; for thou haft magni-

fied thy word above all thy

name.

I Cor. 11, from verfe 23,

to 30. But let a man examine

himself, and fo let him eat of

Y 3
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oaths", vows , lots", his works , and whatſo-

ever elſe there is whereby he makes himſelf

known, be holily and reverently uſed in thought',

meditation', word" and writing ; by an holy

profeffion", and anſwerable converſation , to the

glory of God , and the good of ourſelves , and

others .

that bread, and drink of When I confider thy heavens,

that cup. For he that eateth

and drinketh unworthily, eat-

eth and drinketh judgment to

himſelf, not difcerning the

Lord's body.

0 1 Tim. 2. 8. I will there-

fore thatmenprayevery where,

lifting up holy hands without

wrath and doubting.

P Jer. 4. 2. And thou fhalt

fwear, the Lord liveth in truth ,

in judgment, and in righteouf-
nefs.

q Eccl. 5. 2, 4. Be not rafh

with thy mouth, and let not

thine heart be hafty to utter

any thing before God : for God

in heaven, and thou upon
earth :-When thou voweſt a

vowunto the Lord, defer not

to pay.

r Acts 1. 24, 26. Andthey

prayed, and faid, Thou Lord,

who knoweft the hearts of all

men, fhew whether of theſe

twothou haft chofen. And they

gave forth their lots, and the

lot fell upon Matthias.

f Job 36. 24. Remember

that thou magnify his work,

which men behold.

t Mal. 3. 16. And a book of

remembrance was written be-

fore him for them that feared

the Lord, and that thought

upon his name.

v Pfal. 8, throughout.

the work of thy fingers, the

moon and the ftars which

thou haft ordained : What is

man, that thou art mindful of

him ? O Lord our Lord, how

excellent is thy name in all the

earth !

w Pfal. 105. 2, 5. Talk

ye of all his wondrous works.

Col. 2. 17.

x Pfal. 102. 18. This fhall be

written for the generation to

come and the people which

fhall be created , fhall praiſe the

Lord.

y Pet. 3. 15. Be ready

always to give an anſwer to

every man that afketh you a

reafon of the hope that is in

you, with meeknefs and fear.

Mich. 4. 5. We will walk in

the name ofthe Lord our God

for ever and ever.

z Phil . 1. 27. Only let

your converfation be as it

becometh the gofpel of Chrift.

a I Cor. 10. 31. Whether

therefore ye eat or drink, or

whatſoever ye do, do all to the

glory of God.

b Jer. 32. 39. And I will

give them one heart, and one

way, that they may fear me

for ever, for the good ofthem.

c 1 Pet. 2. 12. Having your

converfation honeft among the
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Q. 113. What are thefinsforbidden in the third

commandment ?

A. The fins forbidden in the third command-

ment are, the not uſing of God's name as is re-

quired ; and the abuſe of it in an ignorant ,

vain , irreverent, profanes, ſuperſtitious", or

wicked mentioning or otherwiſe uſing his titles,

attributes ' , ordinances , or works'; by blaſphemy";

Gentiles: that whereas they

fpeak againſt you as evil doers,

they may by your good works

which they fhall behold, glo-

rify God in the day of vifita.

tion.

d Mal. 2. 2. And if ye will

not hear, and if ye will not

lay it to heart, to give glory

unto my name, faith the Lord

of Hofts, I will even fend a

curfe uponyou, and I will curfe

your bleffings.

e Acts 17. 23. Whom there

fore ye ignorantly worship-

fProv. 30. 9. Left I be full,

and denythee, and fay, Who

is the Lord? Or left I be poor,

and ſteal, and take the name of

my God in vain.

Mal . 1. 6, 7 , 12. Ifthen

I be a father, where is mine

honour? And if I be a mafter,

where is my fear ? faith the

Lord of Hofts unto you, O

priefts, that defpife my name.

But ye have profaned it, in

that ye fay, The table of the

Lord is polluted, and the fruit

thereof, even his meat is con-

temptible. Mal. 3. 14.

h Jer. 7. 4, 9, 10, 14, 31.

Truft ye not in lying words,

faying, The temple ofthe Lord,

the temple of the Lord, the

temple of the Lord are theſe.

Col. 2. 20, 21, 22.

i Exod. 5. 2. And Pharaoh

faid, Who is the Lord, that I

fhould obey his voice, to let

Ifrael go ? Pfa. 139. 20. For

they ſpeak against thee wicked-

ly, and thine enemies take thy

name in vain.

k Pfa. 50. 16 , 17. But unto

the wicked God faith , What

haft thou to do to declare my

ftatutes ? or that thou ſhouldeſt

take my covenantinthymouth?

feeing thou hateft inftruction,

and cafteft my words behind

thee.

1 Ifa. 5. 12. And the harp

and the viol, the tabret and

pipe, and wine are in their

feafts : but they regard not the

work of the Lord, neither

confider the operation of his

hands.

Whomm 2 Kings 19. 22.

haft thou reproached and blaf-

phemed ? and againſt whom

haft thou exalted thy voice, and

lifted up thine eyes on high?

even against the Holy One of

Ifrael. Lev. 24. 11 .
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perjury" ; all finful curſing" , oaths", vows , and

lots ; violating of our oaths and vows , if lawful ;

and fulfilling them, if of things unlawful' ;

murmuring and quarrelling, at", curious prying

into", and mifapplying of God's decrees and pro-

vidences' ; mifinterpreting , mifapplying , or any

n Zech. 5. 4. And it fhall

enter into the houſe of a thief,

and into the houſe of him that

fweareth falfely by my name :

and it fhall remain in the midft

ofhishouſe, and fhallconfume it.

o Rom. 12. 14. Blefs and

curfe not. I Sam. 17. 43.

2 Sam. 16. 5.

p Jer. 5. 7. Thy children

have forfaken me, and fworn

by them that are no gods :

Jer. 23, 10. For becauſe of

fwearing the land mourneth.

q Deut. 23. 18. Thou shalt

not bring the hire of a whore,

or the price of a dog into the

houfe of the Lord thy God for

any vow. Acts 23. 12, 14.

And when it was day, certain

of the Jews banded together,

and bound themfelves with a

curfe, faying, that they would

neither eat nor drink till they

had killed Paul.

r Efth. 3. 7. and 9. 24. They

- caft Pur, that is, the lot , before

Haman, from day to day,-Be-

caufe Haman- had devifed a-

gainstthe Jews to deſtroy them,

and had caft Pur.

fPfa. 24. 4. Who hath not

lifted up his foul unto va-

nity, nor fworn deceitfully.

Ezek. 17. 16 , 18, 19. Surely

mine oath that he hath de-

fpited, and my covenant that

he hath broken, even it will I

recompenfe upon his own head.

t Mark 6. 26. And the

king was exceeding forry, yet

for his oath's fake, and for

their fakes who fat with him ,

he would not reject her. 1 Sam.

25. 22 , 32, 33 , 34.

Isv Rom. 9. 14, 19, 20.

thereunrighteoufnefswith God?

God forbid. Why doth he yet

find fault? Forwho hathrefifted

his will ? Nay, but, O man ,

who art thou that replieft a-

gainſt God ? Shall the thing

formedfayuntohimthat formed

it, Why haft thou made me

thus ?

w Deut. 29. 29. The fecret

things belong unto the Lord.

x Rom. 3. 5, 7, 8. But if our

unrighteoufnefs commend the

righteoufnefs of God ; what

fhall we fay ? Is God unrighte-

ous who taketh vengeance ?

For if the truth of God hath

more abounded through my

lye unto his glory, why yet am

I alfo judged as a finner ?

y Eccl. 8. 11. Becauſe fen-

tence against an evil work is

not executed fpeedily ; there-

fore the heart of the fons of

men is fully fet in them to do

evil. Pfa. 73. 12, 13.

z Mat. 5. 21. to the end.

a Ezek. 13. 22. Becauſe with

5
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way perverting the word, or any part of it , to

profane jeſts , curious and unprofitable queſtions,

vain janglings, or the maintaining of falfe doc-

trines" ; abufing it, the creatures, or any thing

contained under the name of God, to charms ,

or finful lufts and practices ; the maligning",

fcorning , reviling', or any ways oppofing of

lies ye have made the heart of

the righteous fad, whom I

have not made fad, and ſtreng-

thened the hands of the wick-

ed, that he should not return

from his wicked way, by pro-

mifing him life.

b 2 Pet. 3. 16. In which are

fome things hard to be under-

ftood, which they that are un-

learned and unſtable wreft, as

they do alfo the other fcriptures

unto their own deftruction.

Mat. 22. 24. to the 31ft verfe.

Ye do err, not knowing the

fcriptures, nor the power of

God.

c Jer. 43. 34, 36, 38.

Hedi Tim. 6. 4, 5 , 20.

is proud, knowing nothing, but

doting about queftions and

ftrifes of words, whereof com-

eth envy, ftrife, railings, evil

furmifings, perverfe difputings

of men ofcorrupt minds, and

deftitute ofthetruth.-- Avoiding

profane and vain babblings, and

oppofitions offcience, falfely fo

called. a Tim. 2. 14. Charging

them beforethe Lord, that they

ftrive not about words, to no

profit, but to the fubverting of

the hearers. Tit. 3.9.

e Deut. 18, 10, 11 , 12, 13,

14. There fhall not be found

amongyou any one that ma-

keth his fon or daughter to pafs

through the fire, or that ufeth

divination, or an obſerver of

times, or an enchanter, or a

witch, or a charmer, or a con-

fulter with familiar fpirits, or

a wizard, or a necromancer.

Acts 9. 13.

f 2 Tim. 6. 3, 4. For the

time will come when they will

not endure found doctrine ; but

after their own lufts fhall they

heap to themſelves teachers,

having itching ears. And they

fhall turn away their ears from

the truth, and fhall be turned

unto fables. Jude 4. Rom. 13 .

13, 15. 1 Kings 21. 9, 10.

g Acts 13. 45. But whenthe

Jews faw the multitudes, they

were filled with envy, and

fpake againſt thoſe things which

were fpoken by Paul, contra-

dicting and blafpheming. I

John 3. 12.

h 2 Pet. 3. 3. Knowing this

first , that there fhall come in the

laft days fcoffers, walking after

their own lufts . Pfa . 1. I. Nor

fitteth in the feat ofthe ſcornful.

i 1 Pet. 4. 4. Wherein they

think it ftrange, that you run
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God's truth, grace, and ways ; making profeffica

of religion in hypocrify, or for finiſter ends ; be-

ing aſhamed of it", or a ſhame to it, by uncom-

fortable", unwife", unfruitful" and offenfive walk-

ing or backfliding from it" .

Q. 114. What reafons are annexed to the third

commandment?

A. The reafons annexed to the third command-

ment, in theſe words, (the Lord thy God, ) and

not with them to the fame ex-

cefs of riot, fpeaking evil of

you.

k Acts 13. 45 , 46, 50. See

in letter h. But the Jews ftirred

up the devout and honourable

women, and the chief men of

the city, and raiſed perfecution

againſt Paul and Barnabas, and

expelledthem out oftheir coafts.

Acts 4. 18. And commanded

them not to ſpeak at all, nor

teach in the name of Jefus.
Acts 19. 9: 1 Theff. 2. 16 .

Heb. 10. 29.

1 2 Tim. 3. 5. Having a

form of godlinefs, but denying

the powerthereof. Mat. 23. 14.

Woe unto you ſcribes and Pha-

rifees, hypocrites; for ye de-

vour widows' houſes, and for a

pretence make long prayers.

Mat. 6. 1, 2 , 3, 5 , 16.

m Mark 8. 38. Whofoever,

therefore, fhall be afhamed of

me, and of my words, in this

adulterous and finful genera-

tion, of him alfo fhall the Son

of man be aſhamed, when he

cometh in the glory of his Fa-

their, withthe holy angels.

n Pfa. 73. 14, 15. For all

the day long have I been

plagued, and chaftened every

morning.

o Eph. 5. 15, 16 , 17. See

then that ye walk circumfpect-

ly, not as fools, but as wife-

Wherefore be ye not unwiſe,

but understanding what the

will of the Lord is . I Cor. 5.

5, 6.

p Ifa. 5. 4. What could have

been done more to my vine-

yard, that I have not done in it?

Wherefore when I looked that

it fhould bring forth grapes,

brought it forth wild grapes ?

2 Pet. 1. 8, 9.

q Rom. 2. 23, 24. Thou that

makeft thy boaft of the law,

through breaking the law dif-

honoureft thou God ? For the

name of God is blafphemed

among the Gentiles, through

you. "

r Gal. 3. I, 3. O foolish Ga-

latians, who hath bewitched

you, that ye fhould not obey

the truth, before whofe eyes

Jeſus Chriſt hath been evident-

ly fet forth, crucified among
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(for the Lord will not bold him guiltless that taketh

his name in vain ) are, becauſe he is the Lord.

and our God, therefore his name is not to be pro-

faned, or any way abuſed by us' ; efpecially be-

cauſe he will be fo far from acquitting and

fparing the tranfgreffors of this commandment,

as that he will not ſuffer them to eſcape his right-

eous judgment , albeit many fuch eſcape the

cenſures and puniſhments of men".

Q. 115. Which is the fourth commandment?

A. The fourth commandment is, Remember

the fabbath-day to keep it holy. Six daysfhalt thou

labour, and do all thy work: But thefeventh day is

the fabbath of the Lord thy God : In it thou shalt

not do any work, thou , nor thyſon, nor thy daughter,

thy man fervant, nor thy maid fervant, nor thy

cattle, nor thyftranger that is within thy gates. For

infix days the Lord made heaven and earth, theſea,

and all that in them is, and refied the feventh day:

Wherefore the Lord bleſſed the fabbath-day and hal-

lowed it .

you? Are ye fo fooliſh? Hav-

ing begun in the fpirit, are ye

now made perfect by the flesh?

Heb. 6. 6.

f Exod. 20. 7.

t Lev. 19. 12. And ye fhall

not fwear by my name falfely,

neither fhalt thou profane the

name ofthyGod. I am the Lord.

v Deut. 28. 58, 59. If thou

wilt not obferve to do all the

words of this law that are

written in this book, that thou

mayeft fear this glorious and

fearful name, The Lord thy

God; then the Lord will make

thy plagues wonderful, and

the plagues of thy feed, even

great plagues, and of long con-

tinuance. Zech. 5. 2, 3 , 4.

Ezek. 36. 21 , 22, 23.

w I Sam. 2. 12, 17, 22 .

I Sam. 3. 13 .

x Exod. 20. 8, 9, 10, II.
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Q. 116. What is required in the fourth com-

mandment?

A. The fourth commandment requireth of all

men the fanctifying or keeping holy to God fuch

fet times as he hath appointed in his word, ex-

prefsly one whole day in ſeven ; which was the

ſeventh from the beginning of the world to the

refurrection of Chrift, and the first day of the

week ever fince, and fo to continue to the end of

the world; which is the Chriftian fabbath', and

in the New Teſtament called The Lord's day .

Q. 117. How is thefabbath or Lord's day to be

fanctified?

A. The fabbath, or Lord's day, is to be fancti-

fied by an holy reſting all that day³, not onlyfrom

fuch works as are at all times finful, but even

from fuch worldly employments and recreations

as are on other days lawful ; and making it our

y Gen. 2. 3. And God

bleffed the feventh day, and

fanctified it : becauſe that in it

he had refted from all his work.

1 Cor. 16, 1 , 2. Upon the firſt

day of the week let every one

of you lay by him in ftore, as

God hath profpered him. Acts

20. 7. And upon the firſt day of

the week, when the diſciples

came together to break bread,

Paul preached to them, ready

to depart on the morrow. John

20. 19, to 27. Mat. 5. 17, 18.

Ifa. 56. 2, 4, 6, 7. Bleffed is

the man that doeth this,—that

keepeth the fabbath from pol-

luting it.

z Rev. 1. 10. I was in the

Spirit on the Lord's day.

Remem .a Exod. 20. 8, 10.

ber the fabbath-day to keep it

holy.-In it thou shalt not do

any work, thou, nor thy ſon,

& c.

b Exod. 16. 25, to 29. And

Mofes faid, Eat that to-day;

for to-day is a fabbath untothe

Lord : to -day ye fhall not find

it in the field. Six days ye fhall

gather it ; but on the feventh

day which is the ſabbath, in it
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delight to ſpend the whole time (except ſo much

of it as is to be taken up in works of neceffity and

mercy ) in the public and private exerciſes of

God's worship . And, to that end, we are to

prepare our hearts, and with fuch forefight , dili-

gence and moderation , to difpofe, and ſeafon-

ably to diſpatch our worldly bufinefs, that we

may be the more free and fit for the duties of

that day .

there fhall be none . Jer . 17. 21 ,

22. Thus faith the Lord, Take

heed to yourſelves, and bear

no burden on the fabbath-day,

nor bring it in by the gates of

Jerufalem, Neither carry forth

a burden out of your houses on

the fabbath-day, neither do ye

any work, but hallow ye the

fabbath-day as I commanded

your fathers. Neh. 13. 15. to

the 93 verfe. In thofe days

I fawfometreading wine-preffes

on thefabbath, and bringing in

fheaves, and lading affes ; as

alſo wine, grapes, and figs , and

all manner of burdans. Then

1 contended with the nobles of

Judah, and faid unto them ,

What evil thing is this that ye

do, and profane the fabbath-

day?

c Mat. 12. I , to the 14th

verfe. At that time Jefus went

on the fabbath-day through

the corn, and his difciples were

an hungred , and began to pluck

the ears of corn , and to eat.

But when the Pharifees faw it

they ſaid unto him, Behold thy

difciples de that which is not

lawful to do upon the fabbath-

day. But he ſaid unto them ,

&c.

d Lev. 23. 3. Six days fhall

work be done, but the feventh

day is the fabbath of reſt, an

holy convocation. Ifa . 58. 13.

And call the fabbath a delight,

the holy of the Lord, honour-

able, and fhalt honour him ,

not doing thine own ways, nor

finding thine own pleaſure , nor

fpeaking thine own words.

Luke 4. 16. And, as his cuf-

tom was, he went into the fy-

nagogue on the fabbath-day,

and food up for to read . Acts

Ꮓ

20. 7.

e Exod. 20. 8. Remember

the fabbath- day , to keep it

holy. Luke 23. 54 , 56. And

that day was the preparation,

and the fabbath drew on, Neh.

13. 19. And it came to paſs,

that when the gates of Jerufa-

lem began to be dark before

the fabbath, I commanded that

the gates fhould be fhut, and

charged that they fhould not

he opened till after the fab-

bath.



254
THE LARGER CATECHISM.

Q. 118. Why is the charge of keeping thefab-

bath more specially directed to governors offamilies

andother Juperiors ?

A. The charge of keeping the fabbath is more

ſpecially directed to governors of families and

other fuperiors, becauſe they are bound not only

to keep it themſelves, but to fee that it be ob-

ſerved by all thoſe that are under their charge ;

and becauſe they are prone oft-times to hinder

them by employments of their own'.

Q. 119. What are the fins forbidden in the

fourth commandment ?

A. The fins forbidden in the fourth com-

mandment are, all omiffions of the duties re-

quired , all carelefs , negligent, and unprofitable

performing of them, and being weary of them";

all prophaning the day by idleneſs , and doing

that which is in itſelf finful '; and by all needlefs

f See above in b. Exod. 20.

10. In it (the fabbath) thou

fhalt not do any work, thou ,

nor thy fon, &c. Exod . 23. 12 .

That thine ox and thine afs may

reft , and the fon of thine hand-

maid, and the ftranger may be

refreshed. Exod . 16. 22 , 25 ,

29.

g Ezek. 22. 26 Her priefts

have violated my law, and have

profaned mine holy things ;-

and have hid their eyes from

my fabbaths, and I am pro-

faned among them .

h Ezek. 33. 30, 31 , 32. And

they come untothee as the peo-

ple cometh, and they fit before

thee as my people, and hear

thy words, but they will not

do them for with their mouth

they fhew much love, but their

heart goeth after their covet

oufnefs. Mal . 1. 13. Ye faid

alfo, Behold what a weariness

is it? and ye have fnuffed at it,

faith the Lord of Hofts; and ye

brought that which was torn ,

and the lame, and the fick ;

Amos 8. 5. Acts 20. 7, 9.

i Ezek. 23. 39. Moreover,

this they have done unto me ;

they have defiled my fanctuary

in the fame day, and have pro

faued my fabbaths



THE LARGER CATECHISM. 255

works, words, and thoughts, about our worldly

employments and recreations .

Q120. What are the reafons annexed to the

fourth commandment, the more to enforce it ?

A. The reafons annexed to the fourth com-

mandment, the more to enforce it, are taken

from the equity of it , God allowing us fix days

of feven for our own affairs, and referving but

one for himfelf, in thefe words, fix days falt

thou labour and do all thy work from God's

challenging a fpecial propriety in that day, the

feventh is the fabbath of the Lord thy God": from

the example of God , who in fix days made hea-

ven and earth, the fea, and all that in them is, and

refted the feventh day: and from that bleffing

which God put upon that day, not only in fanc

tifying it to be a day for his fervice , but in or-

daining it to be a means of bleffing to us in our

fanctifying it ; wherefore the Lord bleſſed the fab-

bathday, andhallowed it".

Q. 121. Why is the word remember fet in the

beginning of the fourth commandment ?

A. The word remember is fet in the beginning

of the fourth commandment" , partly becauſe of

k Jer. 17. 24. 27. But if

ye will not hearken unto me,

tohallow the fabbath-day, and

not to bear a burden :-then

will I kindle a fire in the gates

there of, and it fhall devour the

palaces of Jerufalem, and ſhal

not be quenched. Ifa. 58. 13.

1 Exod. 20. 91.

m Exod. 20. 0.

n Exod. 20. 11.

o Exod . 20. 8.

Z 2
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the great benefit of remembering it, we being

thereby helped in our preparation to keep it" ;

and, in keeping it, better to keep all the rest of

the commandments , and to continue a thank-

ful remembrance of the two great benefits of

creation and redemption , which contain a ſhort

abridgment of religion' : and partly becaufe we

are ready to forget it ' , for that there is lefs light

of nature for it', and yet it reftraineth our natu.

ral liberty in things at other times lawful" ; that

it cometh but once in feven days, and many

ye

pExod. 16. 23. To-marrow

is the rest of the holy fabbath

untothe Lord: bake that which

ye will bake to- day , and feethe

that will fecthe. Luke 23.54.

56. And that, day was the pre-

paration, and the fabbath drew

on. Compared with Mark 15 .

42. And now when the even

was come, becauſe it was the

preparation, that is, the day

before the fabbath . Neh. 13.

19.

q Ezek. 20. 12, 19, 20.

Moreover, gave them my

fabbaths to be a fign between

me and them, that they might

know that I am the Lord that

fanctify them. And hallow

my fabbaths : and they fhall

be a fign between me and you,

that ye may know that I am

the Lord your God.

r Gen. 2. 2 , 3. And on the

feventh day God ended his work

which he had made : and he

refted on the feventh day from

all his work which he had

made. And God bleffed the

feventh day and fan&ified it :

becauſe that in it he had refted

from all his work, which

God created and made. Pfalm

118. 22, 24. The ftone which

the builders refufed is become

the head ftone of the corner.

This is the day which the Lord

hath made, we will rejoice and

be glad in it. Rev. 1 10. I was

in the Spirit on the Lord's day.
Heb. 4. 9.

f Ezek. 22. 26. Her priests

have violated my law -and

have hid their eyes from my

fabbaths.

t Neh. 9. 14. And madeft

known unto them thy holy

fabbath ,
and commandedt

them precepts, ftatutes, and

laws, by the hand of Mofes

thy fervant.

v Exod. 34. 21. Six days

thou shalt work, but on the

feventh day thou fhalt reft

in earing- ime, and in harvest

thou fhalt reft .

3
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worldly bufineffes come between, and too often

take off our minds from thinking of it, either to

prepare for it, or to fanctify it" ; and that Satan

with his inftruments much labour to blot out the

glory, and even the memory of it , to bring in all

irreligion and impiety .

Q. 122. What is the fum ofthe fix command-

ments which contain our duty to man ?

A. The fum of the fix commandments which

contain our duty to man, is , to love our neigh-

bour as ourſelves', and to do to others what we

would have them do to us".

Q. 123. Which is the fifth commandment ?

A. The fifth commandment is, honour thy

father and thy mother, that thy days may be long upon

the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee .

Q. 124. Who are meant by father and mother,

in the fifth commandment ?

A. By father and mother, in the fifth com-

w Exod. 20 9. Six days fhalt

thou labour. Amos 8. 5. When

willthe new moon be gone

andthe fabbath that we may

fet forth wheat ?

x Lam. I. 7, Jerufalem re-

membered inthe days of her

affliction, and of her miferies,

all her pleaſant things that fhe

had in the days of old, when

her people fell into the hand of

the enemy, and none did help

her, the adverfaries faw her,

and did mock at her fabbaths.

Neh. 13. from verfe 15, to

23. In thoſe days faw I in Judah

fome treading wine-preffes on

the fabbath. Jer. 17. 21 , 22,

23.

y Mat. 22. 39. Andthe fe-

cond is like unto it, Thou shalt

love thy neighbour as thyfelf.

z Mat. 7. 19. Therefore all

things whatfoever ye would

that men fhould do to you,

do ye evenfo to them ; for his

is the law and the prophete.

a Exod. 20. 12.

Z 3
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mandment, are meant not only natural parents ,

but all fuperiors in age and gifts ; and efpecially

fuch as by God's ordinance are over us in place

of authority, whether in family , church , or

commonwealth".

Q. 125. Why are fuperiors ftiled father and

mother ?

A. Superiors are filed father and mother,

both to teach them in all duties towards their

inferiors, like natural parents, to exprefs love

and tenderness to them, according to their ſeveral

relations" ; and to work inferiors to a greater

b Prov. 23. 22, 25. Hearken

unto thy father that begat thee,

and defpife not thy mother

when he is old. Thy father

and thy mother fhall be glad

and the that bare thee fhall

rejoice . Eph. 6. 1 , 2.

c 1 Tim. 5. I, 2. Rebuke not

an elder, but intreat him as a

father, and the younger men

as brethren ; the elder women

as mothers, the younger as

fifters.

d Gen. 4. 20, 21. And Adah

bare Jabal : He was the father

of fuch as dwell in tents, and

of fuch as have cattle.. And

his brother's name was Jubal :

he was thefather of all fuch as

handle the harp and organ.

Gen. 45. 8. And he hath made

me a father to Pharaoh.

e 2 Kings 5. 13. And his

fervant came near, and fpake

unto him, and faid, My father,

if the prophet had bid thee do

fome great thing, wouldſt thou

not have done it ?

f Gal. 4. 19. My little chil-

dren, ofwhom I travail in birth

again until Chrift be formed in

you. 2 Kings 2. 12. And Elifba

fawit, andhe cried, My father,

my father! the chariot of Ifrael,

and the horsemen thereof. 2

Kings 13. 14.

glfa. 49. 23. And kings

fhall be thy nurfing fathers,

and their queens thy nurfing

mothers.-

h Eph. 6, 4. And ye fathers

provoke not your children to

wrath : but bring them up in

the nurture and admonition of

the Lord. I Theff. 2. 7, 8, 11.

But we were gentle among

you, even as a nurſe cherifheth

her children. So being affec-

tionately defirous of you, we

were willing to have imparted

unto you, not the gofpel of God

only, but alſo our own fouls,
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willingneſs and cheerfulneſs in performing their

duties to their fuperiors, as to their parents '.

Q. 126. What is the generalſcope of the fifth

commandment ?

4. The general ſcope of the fifth command-

ment is the performance of thofe duties which

we mutually owe in our feveral relations, as in-

feriors, fuperiors , or equals .

Q. 127. What is the honour that inferiors owe

to Juperiors ?

A. The honour which inferiors owe to their

fuperiors is , all due reverence in heart' , word",

and behaviour" ; prayer and thankſgiving for

becauſe ye were dear unto us.

As ye know how we exhorted

and comforted, and charged

every one of you, as a father

doth his children . Num. 11.

11, 12, 16.

i1 Cor. 5. 14, 15 , 16. 1

write not theſe things to fhame

you, but as my beloved fons I

warn you for though ye

have ten thouſand inſtructors

in Chriſt, yet have ye not many

fathers : for in Chrift Jefus

I have begotten you through

the gofpel. Wherefore I be

feech you be ye followers of

.me.

k Eph. 5. 21. Submitting

yourfelves one to another inthe

fear of God. I Pet. 2. 17 .

Honour all men. Love the

brotherhood. Fear God. Ho-

nour the king. Rom. 12. 10.

Be kindly affectioned one to

another, with brotherly love,

in honour preferring one ano-

ther.

1 Mal. 1. 6. A fon honoureth

his father, and a fervant his

mafter. If then I be a father,

where is mine honour ? and if

I be a mafter, where is my

fear? Lev. 19. 3. Ye fhall

fear every man his mother and

his father.

m Prov. 31. 28. Her chil-

dren arife up, and call her

bleffed her huſband alfo , and

he praiſeth her. I Pet. 3. 6.

Evenas Sarah obeyed Abraham,

calling him lord.-

n Lev. 19. 32. Thou shalt

rife up before the hoary- head,

and honour the face of the old

man. 1 Kings 2. 19. And the

fat on his right hand.
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them ; imitation of their virtues and graces" ;

willing obedience to their lawful commands and

counfels ; due fubmiffion to their corrections ;

fidelity to ', defence and maintainance of their

perfons and authority, according to their feveral

ranks, and the nature of their places' ; bearing

o 1 Tim. 2. I , 2. I exhort

therefore that firft of all, fup-

plications, prayers , interceflions,

and giving of thanks be made

for all men : For king , and for

all that are in authority
-

p Heb. 13. 7. Remember

them who have the rule over

you, who have ſpoken unto you

the word of God : whofe faith

follow, confidering the end of

their converfation . Phil . 3. 17.

Brethren , be followers together

of me, and mark them who

walk fo, as ye have us for an

enfample.

q Eph. 6. 1 , 2 , 5 , 6 , 7. Chil-

dren obey your parents in the

Lord -Servants be obedient

to them that are your matters,

according to the flesh. Pet.

2. 13, 14. Submityourfelves to

every ordinance of man for the

Lord's fake : whether it be to

the king, as fupreme ; or unto

governors. Rom. 13. from 1 to

6. Heb. 13. 17. Prov. 4 3,

4. and 23. 28.

r Heb. 12. 9. Furthermore,

wehave had fathers of our Alefh,

who corrected us, and we gave

them reverence. 1 Pet. 2. 18,

19, 20. Servants be fubject to

your mafters, with all fear,—

but if when ye do well, and

fuffer for it, ye take it patiently,

this is acceptable with God,

s Tit. 2. 9, 10. Exhort fer-

vants to be obedient unto their

own mafters, and to pleaſe

them well in all things not

anfwering again .
Not pur-

loining, but fhewing all good

fidelity ; that they may adorn

the doctrine ofGod our Saviour

in al things.

t I Sam. 26. 15. 16. Where-

fore then haft thou not kept

thy lord the king ? Asthe Lord

liveth, ye are worthy to die,

becaufe ye have not kept your

mafter, the Lord's anointed.

2 Sam. 18 3. Efth. 6. 2.

v Mat. 22. 21, Render-

unto Cæfarthe things which are

Cæfar's. Rom. 13. 6, 7. For

this cauſe pay ye tribute alfo :

for they are God's minifters

attending continually upon this

very thing. Render therefore

to all their dues ; tribute to

whom tribute is due, cuftom

to whom cuftom , fear to whom

fear, honour to whom honour.

1 Tim. 5. 17, 18. Let the

elders that rule well be counted

worthy of double honour, ef-

pecially they who labour in the

word and doctrine- Thou shalt

not muzzle the ox that treadeth

out the corn : and the labourer

is worthy of his reward. Gal.

6. 6. Gen. 45. 11. and 47. 12.
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withtheir infirmities, and covering them in love",

that ſo they may be an honour to them and to

their government*.

Q. 128. What are the fins of inferiors against

their fuperiors?

A. The fins of inferiors againſt their fuperiors

are, all neglect of the duties required toward

them'; envying at² , contempt ofª, and rebel-

lion" againſt their perfons and places", in their

lawful counfels , commands and corrections ;

w Gen. 9. 23. And Shem

and Japheth took a garment

and laid it upon both their

fhoulders, and went backward,

and covered the nakednefs of

their father ; and their faces

were backward, and they faw

not their father's nakednefs . I

Pet. 2. 18. Prov. 23. 22.

x Pfa. 127. 3 , 4, 5. Lo chil-

dren are an heritage of the

Lord. Happy is the man that

hath his quiver full of them :

they fhall not be ashamed, but

they fhall fpeak with the ene-

mies in the gate. Prov. 31. 23.

Her huſband is known in the

gates, when he fitteth among

the elders of the land.

y Mat. 15. 4, 5 , 6. But ye

fay, Whofoever fhall fay to his

father or his mother, It is a gift

by whatſoever thou mighteſt

he profited byme, and honour,

not his father or his mother,

he fhall be free. Thushave ye

made the commandment of

God of none effect by your

tradition .

z Num. 11. 28, 29 . And

Mofes faid unto him, Envieft

thou for my fake ? Would to

God that all the Lord's people

were prophets.

a 1 Sam. 8. 7. For they have

not rejected thee, but they

have rejected me, that I ſhould

not reign over them . Ifa. 3. 5-

The child fhall behave himſelf

proudly againſt the ancient,

and the baſe againſt the honour-

able.

b 2 Sam. 15. from verfe I

to 12. And it came to pafs

after this, that Abfalom pre-

pared him chariots and horſes,

&c.

c Exod. 21. 15. And he that

fmiteth his father or his mother

fhall be furely put to death.

dr Sam. 10. 27. But the

children of Belial faid, How

fhall this man fave us ? And

they defpifed him, and brought

him no prefents.

e I Sam. 2. 25. Notwith-

ſtanding they hearkened not

unto the voice of their father,

becauſe the Lord would flay

them .
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curfing, mocking , and all fuch refractory and

fcandalous carriage, as proves a fhame and dif-

honour to them and their government".

Q. 129. What is required offuperiors towards

their inferiors?

A. It is required of fuperiors, according to

that power they receive from God, and that re-

lation wherein they ftand, to love', pray for*,

and bleſs their inferiors ' ; to inftruct" , counsel

and admonish them"; countenancing" , commend-

f Deut. 21. 18 , 19 , 20 , 21.

And they shall fay unto the el-

ders of his city, This our fon is

ftubborn and rebellious , he will

not obey our voice , he is a glut-

ton and a drunkard. And ail

the men of his city fhall ftone

him with ftones, that he die.

g Prov. 30. II. There is a

generation that curfeth their

father, and doth not bleſs their

mother. Verſe 17. The eye

that mocketh at his father, and

defpifeth to obey his mother,

the ravens of the valley fhall

pick it out, and the young

eagles fhall eat it.

h l'rov. 19. 26. He that waft-

eth his father, and chafeth

away his mother, is a fon that

caufeth fhame, and bringeth

reproach

iCol. 3. 19. Hufbands love

your wives, and be not bitter

against them. Tit 2. 4.

ki Sam. 12. 23. Moreover

as for me, God forbid that I

fhould fin against the Lord in

ceafing toprayforyou Job 1.5 .

11 Kings 8. 55 , 56. And he

food, and bluffed all the con-

gregation of Ifrael , with a loud

voice . Gen 49. 28.

m Deut. 6. 6, 7. And thefe

words which I command thee

this day fhall be in thine heart .

And thou shalt teach them di-

ligently unto thy children, and

halt talk of them when thou

fitteft in thine houfe, and when

thou walkeft by the way, and

when thou lieft down, and

when thou rifeft up.

n Eph. 6. 4. And ye fathers

provoke not your children unto

wrath ; but bring them up in

the nurture and admonition of

the Lord.

o Pet. 3. 7. Likewife ye

hufbands dwell with themi ac-

cording to knowledge , giving

honour unto the wife as unto

the weaker veffel, and asbeing

heirs together of the grace of

life ; that your prayers be not

hindered.
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ing", and rewarding fuch as do well ; and dif-

countenancing , reproving, and chaſtifing fuch

as do ill , protecting ' , and providing for them

all things neceffary for foul', and body" : And,

by grave, wife, holy, and exemplary carriage,

to procure glory to God , honour to themſelves',

and fo to preferve that authority which God hath

put upon them".

Q. 130. What are thefins offuperiors?

A. The fins of fuperiors are, befide the ne-

glect of the duties required of them , an inordi-

pRom. 13. 3. For rulers are

not a terror to good works, but

to the evil-Do that which is

good, and thou fhalt have

praiſe of the fame. I Pet. 2.

14.

q Efth. 6. 3. And the king

faid, What honour and dignity

hath been done to Mordecai

for this ?

r Rom. 13. 4. He is the mi.

nifter of God-a revenger to

execute wrath upon him that

doeth evil.

Prov. 29. 15. The rod

and reproof give wifdom ; but

a child left to himſelf, bringeth

his mother to fhanie. Rom.

13. 4.

t Job 29. from the 12th verfe

to the 18th , Becauſe I deliv-

ered the poor that cried, and

the fatherless, and him that

had none to help him, &c . Ifa.

1. 10, 17. Relieve the oppref-

fed, judge the fatherlefs , plead

for the widow.

v Eph. 6. 4. See above in

letter n.

w Tim. 5. 8. But if any

provide not for his own, and

fpecially for thofe of his own

houfe, he hath denied the

faith , and is worse than an in-

fidel.

x 1 Tim. 4. 12. Let no man

defpife thy youth , but be thou

an example of the believers, in

word, in converfation, in cha-

rity, in fpirit, in faith, in pu-

rity. Tit. 2. 3 , 4, 5.

y I Kings 3.18 And all If

rael heard of the judgment that

the king had judged, and they

feared the king ; for they faw

that the wiſdom of God was

in him , to do judgment.

z Tit. 2. 15. Theſe things

fpeak and exhort, and rebuke

with all authority. Let no

man defpife thee.

a Ezek. 34. 2 , 3 , 4. Should

not the fhepherds feed the

flocks? The difeafed have ye
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nate feeking of themſelves , their own glory ,

eafe, profit, or pleaſure" , commanding things

unlawful , or not in the power of inferiors to

perform ; counſelling , encouraging", or favour-

ing them in that which is evil' ; diffuading, dif-

couraging or diſcountenancing them in that

which is good ; correcting them unduly ' ; care-

not ftrengthened , neither have

ye healed that which was fick,

neither have ye bound up that

whichwas broken, neither have

ye brought again that which

was driven away, neither have

ye fought that which was loft ,

b Phil. 2. 21. For all feek

their own, not the things which

are Jefus Chrift's.

c John 5. 44. How can ye

believe, who receive honour

one of another, and feek not

the honour that cometh from

God only? John 7. 18.

g Mat. 14. 8. compared

with Mark 6. 24. And he

went forth, and faid unto her

mother, What fhall I aſk ?

And fhe faid, The head of

John the Baptiſt.

h Jer. 5. 30, 31 Awonder-

ful and horrible thing is com-

mitted in the land.
The pro-

phets prophefy falfely, and the

priests bear rule by their means,

and my people love to have it

fo: and what will ye do in the

end thereof ? 2 Sam. 13. 28.

i Jer. 6. 13, 14. From the

prophet even unto the priest,

every one dealeth falfely. They

have healed alfo the hurt of

d Ifa. 56. 10, 11. His watch-

men are blind ; they are all

ignorant, they are all dumb

dogs, they cannot bark ; fleep--my people flightly, faying ,

ing, lying down, loving to Peace, peace, when there is no

flumber. Yea, they are greedy peace. Ezek. 13. 9 , 10.

dogs, who can never have

enough. Deut. 17, 17. Neither

fhall he greatly multiply to

himſelf filver and gold.

e Acts 4. 17, 18. And they

called them, and commanded

them not to ſpeak at all, nor

teach in the name of Jcfus.

Dan. 3. 4, 5, 6.

f Exod. 5. from verfe 10, to

the 19th. There ſhall no ftraw

be given you, yet fhall ye de-

liver the tale of brick. Mat.

23. 2, 4.

k John 7. 46, 47 , 48, 49.

The officers anfwered, Never

manfpake like this nian: Then

anfwered them the Pharifees,

Are ye alfo deceived? Have any

of the rulers or of the Pharifees

believed on him ? But this peo.

ple who knoweth not the law

are curfed. John 9. 28. Then

they reviled him, and faid,

Thou art his difciple ; but we

are Mofes' difciples.

11 Pet. 2. 19, 20. For this

is thank-worthy, if a man for
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lefs expoſing, or leaving them to wrong, tempta-

tion and danger" ; provoking them to wrath" ;

or any way diſhonouring themſelves , or leffening

their authority, by an unjuſt , indiſcreet , rigorous

or remifs behaviour".

Q. 131. What are the duties of equals ?

A. The duties of equals are, to regard

the dignity and worth of each other", in giving

honour to go one before another ; and to re-

joice in each other's gifts and advancement as

their own".

confcience toward God endure

grief, fuffering wrongfully.

For what glory is it, ifwhen

ye be buffeted for your faults

ye take it patiently ? But if

when ye do well, and fuffer

for it, ye take it patiently, this

is acceptable with God. Heb.

12, 10. They verily for a few

days chaftened us after their

own pleaſure: but he for our

profit, that we might be parta-

kers ofhis holinefs. Deut 25. 3.

m Lev. 19. 29. Do not pro-

ftitute thy daughter. Ifa. 58.7.

Is it not to deal thy bread to

the hungry, and that thou

bring the poor that are caft

out tothy houſe ? When thou

feeft the naked that thou cover

him, and that thou hide not

thyſelf from thine own fleſh ?

Gen. 33. II , 26.

nEph. 6. 4.Andyefatherspro-

voke not your children to wrath.

o Gen. 9. 21. And he drank

ofthe wine, and was drunken,

and he was uncovered within

his tent. 1 Kings 12. 13. And

the king (Rehoboam) anſwered

the people roughly, and for-

fook the old mens' counſel that

they gave him ; and fpake to

them after the counſel of the

young men, faying, My father

made your yoke heavy, and I

will add to your yoke : my fa-

ther alfo chaftifed you with

whips, but I will chaſtiſe you

with fcorpions. 1 Kings 1. 6,

And his father had not dif-

pleafed him at any time in

faying, Why haft thou done fo?

1 Sam. 3. 13. For I have told

him, (Eli ) That I willjudgehis

houfe for ever for the iniquity

which he knoweth, becauſe

his fons made themſelves vile,

and he reſtrained them not.

p 1 Pet. 2. 17. Honour all

men-Love the brotherhood.

q Rom. 12. 10. In honour

preferring one another. Phil.

2. 3. In lowlinefs ofmind, let

cach cfteem other better than

themſelves .

r Rom. 12. 15, 16. Rejoice

with them that do rejoice, and

weep with them that weep. Be

of the fame mind one towards

another. Phil. 2. 4. Look not

every man on his own things,

but every man alfo on the things

of others.

A a
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Q. 132. What are the fins ofequals ?

A. The fins of equals are, befide the neglect

of the duties required', the undervaluing of the

worth', envying the gifts , grieving at the ad-

vancement or profperity one of another ; and

ufurping pre-eminence one over another*.

Q. 133. What is the reafon annexed to thefifth

commandment, the more to enforce it ?

A. The reafon annexed to the fifth com-

mandment, in theſe words, that thy days may be

long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth

thee , is an expreſs promiſe of long life and

profperity, as far as it fhall ferve for God's

glory and their own good, to all fuch as keep

this commandment" .

134. Which isthefixth commandme
nt ?

Q. 134.

s Rom. 13. 8. Owe no man

any thing, but to love one ano-

ther, for he that loveth ano-

ther hath fulfilled the law.

He that de-
t Prov. 14. 21 .

fpifeth his neighbour finneth ;

but he that hath mercy on

the poor, happy is he. Ifa. 65.

5. Which fay, Stand by thy-

felf, come not near to me, for

I am holier than thou. 2 Tim.

3. 3.

v Acts 7. 9. And the patri-

archs , moved with envy, fold

Jofeph into Egypt ; but God

was with him. Gal . 5. 26. Let

us not be defirous of vain glory,

provoking one another, envy

ing one another.

w 1 John 3. 12. Not as Cain,

who was of that wicked one,

and flew his brother. And

wherefore flew he him? Be-

caufe his own works were evil,

and his brother's righteous.

Mat. 20. 15. Is thine eye evil

becauſe I am good ? Num. 12.

2. Efth. 6. 12, 13. Luke 15.

28, 29.

x Mat. 20. 25, 16, 27. But

Jefus called them unto him and

faid, Ye know that the princes

of the Gentiles exerciſe domi-

nion over them, and they that

are great, exerciſe authority

upon them : but it fhall not be

fo among you. 3 John 9. Luke

22. 24, 25 , 26.

y Exod. 20. 12.

z Eph. 6. 2 , 3. Honourthy

father and mother, which is

the first commandment with

promife ; that it may be well

with thee, and thou mayeſt live

long on the earth. Deut. 5.

16. 1 Kings 8. 25.

a Exod. 20. 13.
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A. The fixth commandment is, Thou shalt not

killa.

Q. 135. What are the duties required in the

fixth commandment ?

A. The duties required in the fixth com-

mandment are, all careful ftudies, and lawful

endeavours, to preferve the life of ourſelves

and others , by refifting all thoughts and pur-

pofes" , fubduing all paffions , and avoiding all

b Eph. 5. 29. No man ever

yet hated his own flesh, but

nourisheth and cherisheth it.

Mat. 10. 23.

c Job 29. 13. The bleffing

of him that was ready to perish

came upon me. 1 Kings 18. 4.

d1 Sam. 19. 4, 5. And

Jonathan fpake good of David

unto Saul his father, and faid

unto him, Let not the king fin

against his fervant, againſt

David, becauſe he hath not

finned against thee, and be-

caufe his works have been to

thee-ward very good-Where-

fore wilt thou fin againſt inno-

cent blood, to flay David with-

out a cauſe. Jer. 26. 15, 16.

Acts 23. 21, 27.

e Eph. 4. 26. Be ye angry

and fin not let not the fun go

downupon your wrath,

f Prov. 22. 24, 25. Make

no friendship with an angry

man ; and with a furious man

thou shalt not go ; left thou

learn his ways, and get a fnare

to thy foul. I Sam. 25. 32, 33.

2 Sam. 2. 23. Deut . 22. 8.

g Prov. 1. 10, 11. My fon,

if finners entice thee , confent

thou not. If they fay, Come

with us, let us lay wait for

blood ; let us lurk privily for

the innocent without caufe.

Verfe 15. My fon walk not

thou in the waywith them ; re-

frain thy foot from their path .

Mat. 4. 6, 7.

h 1 Kings 21. 9, 10 , 19. And

the (Jezabel) wrote in the

letters, faying, Proclaim a faft ,

and fet Naboth on high among

the people and fet two men,

fons of Belial, before him , to

bearwitneſs againſt him, fay-

ing, Thou didst blafpheme

God and the king ; and then

carry him out and ſtone him ,

that he may die- Haft thou ,

(Ahab) killed, and alfo taken

poffeffion ? Thus faith the Lord ,

In the place where dogs licked

the blood of Naboth, fhall dogs

lick thy blood, even thine . Gen.

37. 21, 22. I Sam. 24. 12.

and 26. 9. 10, 11.

i Prov. 24. II, 12. If thou

forbear to deliver them that

are drawn unto death, and

thofe that are ready to be flain ;

if thou fayeft, Behold we knew

it not ; doth not he that pon-

dereth the heart confider it ?

and he that keepeth thy foul,

doth not he know it ? and

fhall not he render to every
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occafions , temptations , and practices, which

tend to the unjuſt taking away the life of any" ;

by juſt defence thereof againſt violence¹ ; patient

bearing of the hand of God ; quietneſs of

mind', cheerfulneſs of ſpirit", and fober uſe of

meat", drink,, phyfic", fleep , labour " , and re-

man according to his works ?

1 Sam. 14 : 46.

k Luke 21. 19. In your

patience poffefs ye your fouls.

Jam 5. 8. Be ye alfo patient,

ftablish your hearts, for the

coming of the Lord draweth

nigh. Heb. 12. 5. My fon,

defpife not thou the chaftening

of the Lord, nor faint , when

thou art rebuked ofhim : &c.

1 Pfa. 37. 8. Ceafe from

anger, andforfake wrath ; fret

not thyfelfin anywife todo evil.

Verfe 11. The meek fhall in-

herit the earth ; and fhall de-

light themſelves in the abun-

dance of peace. I Pet. 3. 3, 4.

Whofe adorning-let it be the

hidden man ofthe heart, in that

which is not corruptible, even

the ornament of a meek and

quiet fpirit, which is in the fight

of God ofgreat price.

m Prov. 17. 22. A merry

heart doeth good like a medi-

cine ; but a broken ſpirit drieth

the bones. I Theff. 5. 16. Re.

joice evermore.

n Prov. 23. 20. Be not

among riotous eaters of flesh.

Prov. 25. 16.

o Prov. 23. 29, 30. Who

hath woe? who hath forrow ?

who hath contentions? who

hath babbling ? who hath

wounds without caufe ? who

hath redneſs ofeyes? They that

tarry long at the wine ; they

that go to feek mixed wine.

Eccl. 10. 17. 1 Tim. 5. 23

p Mat 9. 12. But when Jefus

heard that, he faid unto them,

They that be whole need not a

phyfician, but they that are fick.

İfa. 38. 21.

q Eccl. 2. 23. All his days

areforrows, andhistravail grief;

yea, his heart taketh not reft in

the night. This is alſo vanity.

Pfa. 127. 2.

r Eccl. 5. 12. The fleep of

a labouring man is ſweet, whe-

ther he eat little or much ; but

the abundance of the rich will

not fuffer him to fleep.

f2 Theff. 3. 10, 12. Eccl. 3.

4.A timeto mourn, and a time

to dance.

t 1 Cor. 13. 4, 5. Charity

thinketh no evil. 1 Sam. 19. 4,5.

v Rom. 13. 10. Love work.

eth no ill to his neighbour.

Prov. 10. 12. Hatred ftirreth

up ftrifes ; but love covereth all

fins.

w Zech. 7. 9. Thus fpeaketh

the Lord of Hofts, faying-

Shew mercy and compaffions

every man to his brother. Luke

10. 33, 3 4.

x Col. 3. 12. Put on there

•
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creations ; by charitable thoughts , love , com-

paffion", meeknefs, gentleneſs, kindneſs,; peace-

able', mild and courteous fpeeches and behavi-

our" ; forbearing, readineſs to be reconciled,

patient bearing and forgiving of injuries , and

requiting good for evila ; comforting and

fuccouring the diftreffed , and protecting and

defending the innocent" .

Q. 136. What are the fins forbidden in the

fixth commandment ?

A. The fins forbidden in the fixth command-

ment are, all taking away thelife of ourſelves or

fore, as the elect of God, holy

and beloved, bowels ofmercies,

kindness, humblenefs of mind,

meekness, long-fuffering.

y Rom. 12. 18. If it be pof-

fible, as much as in you lieth .

live peaceably with all men.

z i Pet. 3. 8, 9. Be pitiful,

be courteous ; not rendering

evil for evil, or railing for rail-

ing, but contrariwife bleffing .

I Cor. 4. 12. 13. Being reviled,

we blefs ; being perfecuted , we

fuffer it ; being defamed, we

intreat.

a Col. 3. 13. Forbearing

one another, and forgiving one

another, if any man have a

quarrel againſt any ; even as

Chrift forgave you, fo alfo do

ye. Jam. 3. 17. The wifdom

that is from above is,-gentle

and eaſyto be entreated. I Pet.

2. 20. Ifwhen ye do well and

fuffer for it ye take it patiently ;

this is acceptable with God.

Rom. 12. 20. If thine enemy

hunger, feed him ifhe thirſt,

give him drink ; for in fo doing

thou fhalt heap coals of fire on

his head. Be not overcome of

evil, but overcome evil with

good. Mat. 5. 24.

b Theff. 5. 14. Comfort

the feeble minded, fupport

the weak. Mat. 25. 35, 36.

Iwas an hungered , and ye gave

me meat ; I wasthirsty, and ye

gave me drink; I was a ſtranger,

and ye took me in ; naked, and

ye clothed me ; I was fick, and

ye vifited me ; I was in prifon,

and ye came unto me. Job 31.

19, 20. Ifa. 58. 7. Prov. 31.

8,9. Open thy mouth forthe

dumb in the caufe of all fuch

as are appointed to deftruction.

Plead the cauſe ofthe poor and

needy.

c Acts 16. 28. But Paul cried

with a loud voice , faying, Do

thyfelf noharm, for we are all

here. Prov. 1. 18.

A a 3
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of othersa ; except in cafe of public juſtice , law-

ful warf or neceffary defences ; the neglecting or

withdrawing the lawful or neceffary means of

prefervation of life" ; finful anger', hatred , en-

vy , defire of revenge" ; and exceffive paſſions",

diftracting cares" ; immoderate uſe of meat,

d Gen. 9. 6. Whofo fheddeth

man's blood, by man fhall his

blood be fhed ; for in the image
ofGod made he man.

e Exod. 21. 14. If a man

come prefumptuously upon his

neighbour, to flay him with

guile; thou fhalt take him from

mine altar, that he may die.

Num. 35. 31, 33.

When thouf Deut. 20. 1 .

goeft out to battle againſt thine

enemies, and feeft horfes and

chariots, and a people more

than thou, be not afraid of

them; for the Lord thy God

is with thee which brought thee

up out of the Land of Egypt,

&c. Heb. 11. 32, 33, 34. The

time would fail me to tell of

Gideon, and of Barak, and of

Samfon, and of Jephthae, of
David alfo, and Samuel,

and of the prophets ; who

through faith fubdued king-
doms-out of weaknefs were

made ftrong, waxed valiant in

fight , turned to flight the armies

of the aliens. Jer.48. 10.

g Exod. 22. 2. If a thief be

found breaking up, and be

fmitten that he die, there fhall

noblood be fhed for him.

h Mat. 25. 42, 43. I was

an hungered and ye gave me no

meat ; I was thirsty, and ye

gave me no drink ; I was a

ftranger and ye took me not

in ; naked, and ye clothed me

not ; fick and in priſon, and ye

vifited me not. Jam. 2. 15, 16.

Eccl. 6. 1 , 2

i Mat. 5. 22. I fay unto you,

That whofoever is angry with

his brother without a caufe,

fhall be in danger of the judg

ment.

k 1 John 3. 15. Whofoever

hateth his brother is a mur-

derer. Lev. 19. 17. Prov. 10.

12. Hatred firreth up ftrifes.

1 Job 5. 2. Envy flayeth the

filly one. Prov. 14. 30. A

found heart is the life of the

flesh ; but envy, the rottennefs

of the bones.

mRom. 12. 19. Dearly belov-

ed, avenge not yourſelves, but

rather give place uuto wrath.

n Jam. 4. 1. From whence

come wars and fightings among

you ? come they not hence even

of your lufts, that war in your

members ? Eph.4. 31.

o Mat. 6. 34. Take therefore

no thonght for the morrow ;-

fufficient unto the day is the

evil thereof. Job 21. 25.
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drink', labour , and recreations" ; provoking

words ' ; oppreffion ' , quarrelling", ftriking, wound-

ing", and whatſoever elfe tends to the deftruc-

tion of the life of any*.

Q. 137. Which is the feventh commandment?

A. The feventh commandment is, Thoushalt

not commit adultery ?

Q. 138. What are the duties required in the

leventh commandment?

A. The duties required in the feventh com-

mandment are, chaſtity in body, mind , affec-

tions , words"; and behaviour ; and the preferva-

Another dieth in the bitterneſs

of his foul, and never eateth

with pleaſure.

p Luke 21. 34. And take

heed to yourſelves, left at any

time, your hearts be over-

charged with furfeiting and
drunkennefs.

q Eccl. 4. 8. There is one

alone, and there is not a fe-

cond : yea, he hath neither

child nor brother ; yet is there

no end of all his labour; nei-

ther is his eye fatisfied with

riches; neither faith he, For

whom do I labour, and be-

reave my foul of good ? This

is alſo vanity. Eccl. 2. 22. and

12. 12.

r Eccl. II. 9.

f Prov. 15. J. Grievous

words ftir up anger. Prov. 12.

18.

t Ifa. 3. 15. What mean ye

that ye beat my people to

pieces, and grind the faces of

the poor? faith the Lord God

of hofts. Exod. 1. 14.

v Gal. 5. 15. But if ye bite

and devour one another, take

heed that ye be not confumed

one of another.

w Num. 35. 16. And ifhe

fmite him with an inftrument

of iron, ſo that he die ; he is a

murderer ; the murderer fhall

furely be put to death, &c . &c.

x Prov. 28. 17. A man that

doeth violence to the blood of

any perfon, fhall flee to the pit;

let no man ftay him. Exod. 21.

18. tothe end.

y Exod. 20. 14.

Z I Theff. 4. 4. 5. Every

one of you should know how

to poffefs his veffel in fanctifica-

tion and honour ; not in the

luft of concupifcence. Job 31. 1.

a Eph. 4. 29. Let no cor-

rupt communication proceed

out of your mouth , but that

which is good to the use of

edifying. Col. 4. 6 .
bi Pet. 3. 2: While they
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tion of it in ourſelves and others , watchfulneſs

over the eyes and all the fenfes" ; temperance ,

keeping of chafte company, modeſty in apparel";

marriage by thoſe that have not the gift of con-

tinency , conjugal love' , and cohabitation*; di-

ligent labour in our callings' ; fhunning all occa-

fions of uncleannefs, and refifting temptations

thereunto™.

behold your chafte converfa

tion, coupled with fear.

c 1 Cor. 7. 2. Nevertheleſs

to avoid fornication, let every

man have his own wife, and let

every woman have her own

hufband. Tit. 2. 4, 5. That

they may teach the young wo-

men to be difcreet, chaſte,

keepers at home.

Mat. 5. 28. Whofoever

looketh on a woman to luft af-

ter her, hath committed adul-

tery with her already in his

heart. Job 31. 1.

e Prov. 23. 31 , 33. Looknot

thou upon the wine when it is

red-Thine eyes fhall behold

ftrange women. Jer. 5. 7.

When I had fed them to the

full, they then committed

adultery, and affembled them-

felves by troops in the harlots'

houſes.

f Prov. 2. 16. To deliver

thee from the ſtrange woman,

even from the ftranger which

flattereth with her words ; &c.

1 Cor. 5. 9. I wrote unto you

in an epiftle, not to company

with fornicators.

g1 Tim. 2. 9. In like man-

ner alſo, that the women adorn

themſelves in modeft apparel,

with fhamefacedneſs and fo-

briety.

hi Cor. 7. 9. But ifthey can-

not contain let them marry.

i Prov. 5. 18, 19. Rejoice

with the wife of thy youth;

let her be as the loving hind,

and pleaſant roe ; let her breafts

fatisfy thee at all times, and be

thou raviſhed always with her

love.

k Pet. 3. 7. Likewife,

ye huſbands, dwell with them

according to knowledge.- 1

Cor. 7. 5. Defraud ye not one

the other, except it be with

confent for a time- and come

together again, that Satan

tempt you not for your incon-

tinency.

And11 Tim. 5. 13 , 14

withal they learn to be idle.

I will therefore that the young-

er women marry, bear chil-

dren, guide the houſe. Prov.

31. 27.

m Prov. 5. 8. Remove thy

way far from her ; and come

not nigh the door of her

houſe.
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Q. 139. What are the fins forbidden in the

Seventh commandment ?

A. The fins forbidden in the feventh com-

mandment, befide the neglect of the duties requi-

red", are adultery, fornication , rape, inceſt", ſo-

domy, and all unnatural lufts ; all unclean im-

aginations , thoughts , purpoſes and affections " ;

all corrupt or filthy communications, or liften-

ing thereunto'; wanton looks', impudent or light

n Prov. 5. 7. Hear me now

therefore, O ye children , and

depart not from the words of

my mouth. Prev. 4. 23, 27.

o Heb. 13. 4. Whoremongers

and adulterers God will judge.

Eph. 5. 5. For this ye know,

that no whoremonger, nor

unclean perfon-hath any in-

heritance in the kingdom of

Chrift and of God. Gal. 5.

19.

p 2 Sam. 13, 14. Howbeit

he would not hearken to her

voice but being ftronger than

fhe, forced her, and lay with

her. Mark 6. 18. John had

faid unto Herod, It is not law-

ful for thee to have thy bro-

ther's wife. 1 Cor. 5. 1 , 13.

q Rom. 1. 26, 27. Forthis

caufe God gave them up unto

vile affections; for even their

women did change the natural

ufe into that which is againſt

nature; and likewife alfo the

men, leavingthe natural ufe of

thewoman burned in their luft,

one towards another. Lev.

20. 15, 16. If a man lie with

a beaſt, he ſhall ſurely be put to

death ; and ye fhall flay the

beaft . And if a woman ap-

proach unto any beaſt , and lie

down thereto, thou fhalt kill

the woman and the beast ; they

fhall furely be put to death ;

their blood fhall be upon them.

r Mat. 15. 19. Out of the

heart proceed evil thoughts,

murders, adulteries, fornica-

tions. Col. 3. 5. Mortify there-

fore your members which are

upon the earth ; fornication,

uncleannefs, inordinate affec..

tion, evil concupifcence, and

covetoufnefs, which is idolatry.

Mat. 5. 28.

f Eph. 5. 3, 4. But forni-

cation, and all uncleanness, or

covetoufnefs let it not be once

named among you, asbecometh

faints ; neither filthiness, nor,

foolish talking, nor jefting,

which are not convenient.

Prov. 7.5, 21. That they may

keep thee from the ſtrange wo-

man, from the ſtranger which

flattereth with her words, &c.

Prov. 19. 27.

of

t Ifa, 3. 16. The daughters

Zion are haughty, and
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behaviour, immodeft apparel ; prohibiting of

lawful", and difpenfing with unlawful marri-

ages ; allowing, tolerating, keeping of ſtews,

and reſorting to them" ; entangling vows of fin-

gle life , undue delay of marriage¹ ; having more

wives or huſbands than one at the ſame time' ;

unjuſt divorce or deſertion' ; idleneſs , gluttony,

drunkenneſs , unchafte company ' ; lafcivious

fongs, books , pictures, dancings , ftage-plays ;

walk with ftretched-forth necks

and wanton eyes.- 2 Pet . 2.

13. Having eyes full of adul-

tery, and that cannot ceafe

from fin.-

v Prov. 7. 10, 13. And .

behold there met him a woman

with the attire of an harlot,

and fubtil of heart. So fhe

caught him and kiffed him, and

with an impudent face faid

unto him.

w 1 Tim. 4. 3. Forbidding

to marry.

x Lev. 18. I.- 21.

y 2 Kings 23. 7. He (Jo-

fiah ) brake down the houſes of

the fodomites that were by the

houfe of the Lord.-Lev. 19.

29. Do not proſtitute thy

daughter, to cauſe her to be a

whore ; left the land fall to

whoredom, and the land be-

come full of wickedneſs.-Jer.

5.7. How fhall I pardon thee

for this? thy children have for-

faken me. When I had fed

them to the full, they then

committed adultery, and affem

bled themfelves by troops in
the harlots' houſes.

z Matthew 19. 10. II.

a Tim. 5. 14, 15. I will

therefore that the youngerwo-

men marry for fome are alrea-

dy turned afide after Satan.-

Gen. 38. 26.

Forb Matthew 19. 5.

this caufe fhall a man leave

father and mother, and fhall

cleave to his wife ; and they

twain ſhall be one fleſh. Cor.

7.2.

c Matthew 5. 32. But I fay

unto you, that whofoever fhail

put away his wife, faving for

the cauſe of fornication , cauſeth

her to commit adultery ; and

whofoever shall marry her that

is divorced, committeth adulte-

ry, Mat. 2. 16.-

d See before letter k. 1 Cor.

7. 12, 13.

e Ezek. 16. 49. Beholdthis

was the iniquity of thy fifter

Sodom, pride, fulneſs of bread,

and abundance of idleness was

in her fee letter y.

f Eph. 5. 11. And have no

fellowship with the unfruitful

works of darkneſs. Prov. 5. 8

g Rom. 13. 13. Let us walk
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and all other provocations to, or acts of unclean-

nefs either in ourſelves or others .

Q140. Which is the eighth commandment?

A. The eighth commandment is, Thoushalt

notfleal'.

Q. 141. What are the duties required in the

eighth commandment?

A. The duties required in the eighth com-

mandment are, truth, faithfulneſs and juſtice in

contracts and commerce between man and man";

rendering to every one his due' ; reftitution of

goods unlawfully detained from the right own-

ers thereof ; giving and lending freely, accord-

honeftly as inthe day ; not in

rioting and drunkennefs, not in

chambering and wantonnefs.

I Pet. 4. 3. For the time paſt

of our life may fuffice us to

have wrought the will of the

Gentiles: when we walked in

laſciviouſneſs, lufts, excess of

wine, revellings, banquetings,

Ezek. 23. 14, 16. When the

faw men pourtrayed upon the

wall-fhe doted upon them-

Ifa. 23. 15, 16. Mar. 6. 22.

-

h Rom. 13. 14. Make not

provifion for the flesh to fulfil

the lufts thereof. 2 Pet. 2. 17,

18. To whom the mist of

darkness is referved for ever.

For when they fpeak great

fwelling words of vanity, they

allure through the lufts of the

flesh,throughmuchwantonneſs,

thofe that were clean eſcaped

from them who live in error,

&c.

i Exod. 20. 15.

kPfa. 15.2, 4. He that walk-

eth uprightly, and worketh

righteouſneſs. He that ſweareth

to his own hurt, and changeth

not.- Mic. 6. 8. What doth

the Lord require of thee butto

do juſtly? Zech. 8. 16.

I Rom. 13. 7. Render to

all their dues, tribute to whom

tribute, &c.

m Lev. 6. 4, 5-He fhall

reſtore that which he took vio-

lently away, orthe thing which

he hath deceitfully gotten, or

that which was delivered him

to keep, or the loſt thing

which he found, or all that

about which he hath fworn

falſely, &c. Luke 19. 8.
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ing to our abilities, and the neceffities of others",

moderation of our judgments , wills and affections

concerning worldly goods ; a provident care

and ſtudy to get , keep, ufe and difpofe of

thofe things which are neceffary and convenient

for the fuftentation of our nature, and ſuitable

to our conditions ; a lawful calling " , and dili-

gence in it' ; frugality' ; avoiding unneceſſary

law-fuits , and furetifhip, or other like engage-

n Deut. 15. 7, 8, 10-Thou

fhalt not harden thine heart,

nor fhut thine hand from thy

poor brother; but thou fhalt

open thine hand wide unto him,

and fhalt furely lend him fuffi-

cient forhis need, in that which

he wanteth -Thou shalt furely

give him, and thine heart ſhall

not be grieved when thou

giveft unto him.-Gal. 6, 10.

Luke 6. 30, 38.

o1 Tim. 8. 9. Having food

and raiment, let us be there-

with content. But they that

will be rich fall into tempta-

tionsand a fnare, and into many

foolish and hurtful lufts, which

drown men in deftruction and

perdition.-

p1 Tim. 5. 8. But if any

provide not for his own, and

fpecially for thoſe of his own

houſe, he hath denied the faith

and is worſe than an infidel.

q Prov. 27. 23. 27. Bethou

diligent to know the ſtate of

thy flocks, and look well to thy

herds ; for riches are not for

ever, &c.-Eccl. 3. 12, 13. I

know that there is no good in

them, but for a man to rejoice

and to do good in his life : It is

the gift of God.1 Tim. 6. 17,

18. Charge them that are rich

in this world, that they do

good, that they be rich in good

works, ready to diſtribute, wil-

lingto communicate.

r Eph. 4. 28. Let him labour,

working with his hands the

thing which is good.-Eccl. 9.

10. Whatſoever thy hand find-

eth to do, do it with thy might.

Rom. 12. 5,-8.

f Prov. 10. 4. The hand of

the diligent maketh rich. Rom.

12.11 . Not flothful in buſineſs,

fervent in fpirit ; ferving the

Lord.-

t Prov. 12. 27.-The fub-

ftance of a diligent man is pre-

cious, and 21. 20, There is a

treaſure to be defired ; and oil

in the dwelling of the wife,

but a foolish man ſpendeth it

up.-John 6. 12.

v1 Cor. 6. 7. Now there-

fore there is utterly a fault

among you, becauſe ye go to

law one with another.
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ments,, ; and an endeavour by all juſt and law-

ful means to procure, preferve, and further the

wealth and outward eftate of others, as well as

our own .

Q. 142. What are the fins forbidden in the

eighth commandment ?

A. The fins forbidden in the eighth command-

ment, befide the neglect of the duties required ,

are, theft , robbery , man-ſtealing , and receiv-

w Prov. 11. 15. He that is

furety for a ftranger fhall fmart

for it; and hethat hateth fure-

tifhip is fure. Prov, 6. 1—5 .

x Lev. 25. 35. And if thy

brother be waxen poor, and

fallen in decay with thee ;

then thou shalt relieve him: yea,

though he be a ſtranger, or a

fojourner. Deut 22. I-4.

Exod . 23. 4, 5. Phil. 2. 4. Look

not every man on his own

things, but every man alfo on

the things of others .

y Prov. 23. 21. Drowfinefs

fhall clothe a man with rags. I

John 3. 17. But whofo hath

this world's good, and feeth

his brotherhave need, and fhut-

teth up his bowels of compaf.

fion from him, how dwelleth

the love of God in him ? James

2. 15, 16.

z Eph. 4. 28. Let him that

ftole fteal no more.

a Pía. 62. 10. Become not

vain in robbery.

b 1 Tim. I. 10. (The law

is made) for whoremongers,

forthem that defile themſelves

with mankind, for men-ſtealers.

[This crime among the Jews

expofed the perpetrators of it to

capital punishment ; Exod . 21 .

16. and the apoſtle here claffes

them with finners of the firſt

rank. The word he uſes , in

its original import, compre-

hends all who are concerned in

bringing any of the human race

into flavery, or in detaining

them in it. Hominumfures, qui

fervos vel liberos abducunt, reti-

nent, vendunt vel emunt . Steal-

ers of men are all thofe, who

bring offflaves or frecmen, and

keep, fell, or buy them -To

fteal a freeman, fays Grotius , is

the higheft kind of theft. In

other inftances we only fteal

human property, but when we

fteal or retain men in flavery,

we feize thofe, who in com-

mon with ourselves, are con-

ftituted, by the original grant,

lords of the earth . Gen. 1. 28.

Vid. Poli fynopfin in loc.]

B b
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ing any thing that is ſtolen" ; fraudulent dealingª,

falfe weights and meaſures , removing land-

marks' , injuftice and unfaithfulneſs in contracts

between man and man , or in matters of truſt" ;

oppreflion', extortion', ufury', bribery™, vexa-

tious law-fuits", unjuſt incloſures and depreda-

tion"; ingroffing commodities to enhance the

c Prov. 29. 24° Whofo is

partner with a thief, hateth his

own foul, Pfal. 50. 18. When

thou faweft a thief then thou

confentedft with him.

d Theff. 4. 6. That no

man go beyond and defraud his

brother in any matter ; becauſe

that the Lord is the avenger of

all fuch.

e Prov. II. I. A falfe ba

lance is abomination to the

Lord. Prov. 20. 10. Divers

weights, and divers meaſures,

both of them are alike abomi-

nation to the Lord,

f Deut. 19. 14. Thou fhalt

not remove thy neighbour's

land-mark, which they of old

time have fet in thine inherit-

ance. Prov. 23. 10.

g Amos 8. 5. Making the

ephah fmall , and the fhekel

great, and falfifying the ba-

lancesby deceit . Pía . 37. 21.

The wicked borroweth, and

payeth not again.

h Luke 16. 11. If therefore

ye have not been faithful in the

unrighteous mammon, who

will commit to your trust the

true riches?

Ezek, 22. 29. The people

of the land have uſed oppref

fion . Lev. 25. 17. Ye fhall not

therefore opprefs one another ;

but thou shalt fear thy God.

k Mat. 23. 25- Woe unto

you fcribes and Pharifees, hy-

pocrites: for ye make clean the

outfide of the cup and of the

platter, but within they are

full of extortion and excefs.

Ezek. 22.12. Thou haft gree-

dily gained of thy neighbours

by extortion, and haft forgot-

ten me, faith the Lord God.

Pfa. 15. 5. He that put-

teth not out his money to

ufury.

m Job 15. 34. Fire fhall

conſume the tabernacles of bri-

bery. Ifa . 33. 15.

n Prov. 3. 30. Strive not

with a man without cauſe , if

he have done thee no harm. I

Cor. 6. 7.

o Ifa. 5. 8. Woe untothem

that join houſe to houſe, that

lay field to field, till there be

no place, that they may he

placed alone in the midft ofthe

earth. Mic. 2. 2. They covet

fields, and take them by vio-

lence ; and houſes, and take

them away.
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price , unlawful callings , and all other unjuſt or

finful ways of taking or withholding from our

neighbour what belongs to him, or of enriching

ourfelves' ; covetoufnefs' inordinate prizing

and affecting worldly goods' ; diftruitful and dif-

tracting cares and ftu lies in getting, keeping and

ufing them'; envying at the proſperity of o-

thers" : as likewiſe idleness*, prodigality, waſte-

ful gaming ; and all other ways whereby we do

unduly prejudice our own outward eftate' : and

p Prov. 11. 26. He that

withholdeth corn, the people

fhall curfe him, but bleffing

fhail be upon the head of him

that felleth it.

q Acts 19. 19 Many alfo of

them which uſed curious arts,

brought their books together,

and burned them before all

men. ver. 24. 35.

rJames 5. 4. Behold the

hire ofthe labourers, who have

reaped down your fields, which

is of you kept back by fraud,

crieth; and the cries of them

who have reaped, are entered

into the ears of the Lord of

fabaoth. Prov. 21. 6, The

getting of treaſures by a lying

tongue, is a vanity toffed to

and fro, of them that feek

death. Job 20. 19.

f Luke 12. 15. Take heed

and beware of covetoufnefs.

Prov. I. 19.

t 1 John 2. 15. Love not

the world, neither the things

that are in the world ; if any

man love the world, the love

of the Father is not in him, &c.

Prov. 23. 5. Pfal. 62. 10.

v Mat. 6. 25. Take no

(anxions) thought for your life,

what ye shall eat , or what ye

fhall drink ; nor yet for your

body, what ye fhall put on. v.

34. Take therefore no thought

for the morrow; for the mor

row fhall take thought for the

things of itfelf ; fufficient unto

the day is the evil thereof.

Eccl. 5. 12. Theabundance of

the rich, will not fuffer him to

fleep.

w Pfal. 73. 3. I was envious

at the foolish, when I faw the

profperity ofthe wicked. James

5. 9. Grudge not one against

another, brethren, left ye be

condemned.

x 2- Theff. 3. 11.-We

hear that there are fome, who

walk among you diforderly,

working not at all, but are bu

fy bodies.- Prov , 18. 9.-

y Prov. 21. 17. He that

loveth pleaſure ſhall be a poor

man; he that loveth wine and

Bb 2
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defrauding ourſelves of the due ufe and comfort

of that eſtate which God hath given us".

Q. 143. Which is the ninth commandment ?

A. The ninth commandment is, Thou shalt

not bear falfe witness against thy neighbourª.

Q. 144. What are the duties required in the

ninth commandment ?

A. The duties required in the ninth com-

mandment, are, the preferving and promoting

of truth between man and man", and the good

name of our neighbour, as well as our own ; ap-

pearing and ſtanding for the truth"; and from

the heart , fincerely , freely , clearly" , and ful-

bil fhall not be rich. Prov. 23.

20. Be not amongſt wine-bib-

bers : amongst riotous eaters

of flesh for the drunkard and

the glutton fhall come to pover.

ty. Prov. 28. 19.

:

z Eccl. 4. 8. There is one

alone and there is not a fecond;

yea, he hath neither child nor

brother, yet is there no end of

all his labour, neither is his

eye fatisfied with riches ; nei-

ther faith he, For whom do I

labour, and bereave my foul

of good? Eccl. 6. 2 .

a Exodus 20. 16.

b Eph. 4. 25. Putting away

lying , fpeak every man truth

with his neighbour ; for we are

members one of another.

c 3 John 12. Demetrius hath

a good report of all men, and

of the truth itſelf ; yea, and

we alſo bear record, and ye

know that our record is true.--

d Prov. 31 9. Open thý

mouth, judge righteouſly, and

plead the caufe of the poor and

needy.

e Pfal. 15. 2. He that walk-

eth uprightly, and worketh

righteoufnefs, and ſpeaketh the

truth in his heart.-

f 2 Chron. 19. 9. And he

charged them, faying, Thus

fhall ye do in the fear of the

Lord, faithfully, and with a

perfect heart.-

g Jer. 9. 3 -They are not

valiant for the truth upon the

earth.- 1 Sam. 19. 4. 5.

h Jer. 42. 4.Whatfoever

thing the Lord fhall anſwer

you, I will declare it unto you;

I will keep nothing back from

you. Jofh.7. 19. Acts 20. 20.
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ly , ſpeaking the truth, and only the truth, in

matters of judgment and juftice , and in all o-

ther things whatſoever' : a charitable eſteem of

our neighbours"; loving, defiring, and rejoic-

ing in their good name" ; forrowing for , and co-

vering of their infirmities" ; freely acknowledg-

ing of their gifts and graces , defending their

innocency ; a ready receiving of a good report ,

and unwillingneſs to admit of an evil report con-

i Acts 20. 27. I have not

fhunned to declare unto you all

the counſel of God. Sam.

14. 18, 19, 20.

k Lev. 19. 15. Thou shalt

not refpect the perfon of the

poor, nor honour the perfon of

the mighty: but in righteouf-

nefs fhalt thoujudge thy neigh-

bour. Prov. 14. 5. A faith-

ful witnefs will not lie: but a

falfe witnefs will utter lies.

1 Ifa . 63. 8.- Surely they

are my people, children that

will not lie. Col. 3. 9. Lie

not one to another, feeing

that ye have put off the old

man with his deeds. 2 Cor. 1.

17.

mHeb. 6. 9. But, beloved,

we are perfuaded better things

of you, and things that accom-

pany falvation , though we

thus fpeak.-1 Cor. 13. 5.-..

Charity-thinketh no evil.

n 3 John 3. 4.-I have no

greater joy, than to hear that

my children walk in the truth .

Rom. 1. 8.

o 2 Cor. 12. 21. And left

when I come again, my God

will humble me among you,

and that I fhall bewail many

who have finned already, and

have not repented of the un-

cleannefs, and fornication , and

lafcivioufnefs which they have

committed. Pfal. 119. 158.

p Prov, 17. 9. He that co-

vereth a tranfgreffion feeketh

love. I Pet. 4. 8.

q 1 Cor. 1. 4. S. I thank

my God always on your behalf,

for the grace of God which is

given you by Jefus Chrift ;

that in every thing ye are enz

riched by him, in all utterance,

and in all knowledge. 2 Tim.

1. 4, 5.

r Pfal. 82. 3. Defend the

poor and fatherless ; do juftice

to the afflicted and needy.- I

Sam. 22. 14.

f 1 Cor. 13. 67. (Charity)

rejoiceth not in iniquity, but

rejoiceth in the truth- believ

eth all things, hopeth all things

Bb3
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cerning them ' ; difcouraging tale-bearers , flat-

terers", and flanderers ; love and care of our

own good name, and defending it when need

requireth' ; keeping of lawful promiſes ; ſtudy-

ing and practifing of whatſoever things are true,

honeft , lovely, and of good report .

Q. 145 What are the fins forbidden in the

ninth commandment ?

A. The fins forbidden in the ninth command-

ment are, all prejudicing of the truth, and the

good name of our neighbours as well as our own",

eſpecially in public judicature ; giving falfe evi-

t Pfal. 15. 3.— Nor taketh

upa reproach againſt his neigh-

bour.

v Prov. 25. 23. The north

wind driveth away rain ; fo

doth an angry countenance, a

back-biting tongue.

w Prov. 26. 24, 25. He

that hateth, diffembleth with

his lips, and layeth up deceit

within him when he fpeak-

eth fair, believe him not ; for

there
are feven abominations

in his heart.

* Pfal. 202. 5. Whofo pri-

vily flandereth his neighbour,

him will I cut off.

yo Cor. 11. 18 , 23. See-

ing that many glory after the

flefh, I will glory alfo. Are

they minifters of Chrift ?—Iam

more, in labours more abun-

dant, in ſtripes above meaſure,

&c . Prov. 22, 1. Acs 14. 20,

13.

z Pfal. 15. 4. He that

fweareth to his own hurt and

changeth not.

a Phil. 4. 8. Finally, bre-

thren, whatſoever things are

true, whatſoever things are ho-

neft, whatſoever things are

juft, whatſoever things are

pure, whatfoever things are

lovely, whatfoever things are

ofgood report ; ifthere be any

virtue, and if there be any

praife think on theſe things.

b Luke 3. 14. And he faid

unto them, Do violence to no

man, neither accufe any falfe-

ly. 2 Sam . 16. 3. 2 Sam 1 10/

c Lev. 19. 15. Ye fhall do

no unrighteouſneſs in judg

ment. Heb. 1. 4-
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denced, fuborning falſe witneffes , wittingly ap-

pearing and pleading for an evil cauſe, out-facing

and overbearing the truth ; paffing unjuſt fen-

tences, calling evil good, and good evil ;

rewarding the wicked according to the work of

the righteous, and the righteous according to the

work of the wicked" : forgery , concealing the

truth , undue filence in a juft caufek, and holding

our peace when iniquity calleth for either a re-

proof from ourſelves ', or complaint to others ;

fpeaking the truth unſeaſonably", or maliciouſly to

d Prov. 19. 5. A falfe wit-

nefs fhall not be unpunished,

and he that ſpeaketh lies fhall

not eſcape. Prov. 6 16, 19.

e Acts 6. 13. And fet up

falfe witneffes which faid, This

man ceaſeth not to ſpeak blaf-

phemous words againſt this

holy place, and the law.

f Jer. 9. 3. And they bend

their tongues like a bow for

lies ; but they are not valiant

for the truth upon the earth.

Pfal. 12. 3 , 4. The Lord fhall

cut offthe tongue that ſpeak-

eth proud things ; who have

faid, With our tongue will we

prevail, our lips are our own ;

who is lord over us. Pfal. 52. 1 ,

2, 3, 4. Acts 24 2,5

g Prov. 17. 15. He that

juftifieth the wicked, and he

that condemneth the juft, even

they both are abomination to

the Lord. 1 Kings 21. 9-14.

h Ifa. 5.23. (Woe to them)

which juftify the wicked for

teward, and take away the

righteoufnefs of the righteous

from him.

i 1 Kings 21. 8.

k Lev. 5. 1. And if a foul

fin, and hear the voice ofſwear-

ing, and is a witnefs, whether

he hath feen or known of it, if

he do not utter it, then he ſhall

bear his iniquity. Acts 5. 3.

Peter faid, Ananias, why hath

Satan filled thine heart to lie

to the Holy Ghoft, and to keep

back part of the price of the

land ?

1 Lev. 19. 17. Thou shalt

in any wife rebuke thy neigh-

bour, and not fuffer fin upon

him. Ifa. 58. 1. Cry aloud,

fpare not, lift up thy voice like

a trumpet, and fhew my peo-

ple their tranfgreffion, and the

houſe of Jacob their fins.

Kings 1. 6.

m Ifa. 59. 5. None calleth

for juftice nor any pleadeth for

truth : they truft in vanity.

n Prov. 29. II. A fool ut

tereth all his mind : but a wife



284 THE LARGER CATECHISM:

a wrong end , or perverting it to a wrong mean-

ing", or in doubtful and equivocal expreffion, to

the prejudice of truth or juſtice' ; ſpeaking

untruth' , lying , flandering', back-biting", detract-

ing", tale-bearing , whiſpering", fcoffing , re-

viling , rash , harsh , and partial cenſuring ;

man keepeth it in till after-

wards.

01 Sam. 22. 9, 10. Then

answered Doeg the Edomite,

which was fet over the ſervants

of Saul and faid, I faw the fon

of Jeffe coming to Nob, to

Ahimelech the fon of Ahitub ;

and he enquired of the Lord

for him ; and gave him-the

fword of Goliath the Philiftine.

Pfal . 52. 1. Whyboaſteſt thou

thyfelf in mifchief, O mighty

man ?

p Pfal. 56 5. Every day

they wreft my words. Mat.

26. 60, 61. At the laſt came two

falfe witneffes ; and faid , This

fellow faid, I am able to de-

ftroy the temple of God, and

to builditin three days. (Com-

pare John 2. 19.)

q Gen. 3. 5. God doth

know, that in the day ye eat

thereof, then your eyes fhall

be opened ; and ye shall be as

gods , knowing good and evil.
Gen. 26. 7,9.

r Ifa . 59. 13. Conceiving,

and uttering from the heart,

words of falfehood.

fCol. 3. 9. Lie not oneto

another, feeing that ye have

put off the old man with his

deeds. Lev. 19. 11.

t Pfal. 50. 2c. Thou fitteft

and fpeakeſt againſt thy bro-

ther ; thou flandereſt thine

own mother's fon.

vPfal. 15. 3. Hethat back-

biteth not with his tongue.

Rom. 1. 30. Back- biters, ha-

ters of God.

w James 4. II. Speak not

evil one of another, brethren.

Tit , 3. 2. To ſpeak evil ofno

man. Jer. 38. 4.

x Lev. 19. 16. Thou shalt

not go up and down as a tale.

bearer among thy people.

y Rom. 1. 29. Full of de-

ceit, malignity, whiſperers,

Prov. 16. 28.

Now there-z Ifa. 28. 22.

fore be ye not mockers, left

your bands be made ftrong.

Gen. 21.9, Gal . 4. 29.

a I Cor. 6. 10,-nor drunk-

ards nor revilers, fball inherit

the kingdom of God.

b Mat, 7. 1. Judge not, that

ye be not judged.

c James 2. 13. He fhall have

judgment without mercy, that

hath fhewed no mercy. Acts

28. 4.

d John 7. 24. Judge not

according to the appearance,

but judge righteous judgment,

-Rom. 2. I. Gen. 38. 24.
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mifconftruing intentions, words and actions ;

flattering , vain-glorious boaſting", thinking or

fpeaking too highly or too meanly of ourſelves

or others" ; denying the gifts and graces of God';

aggravating ſmaller faults ; hiding, excufing, or

extenuating of fins, when called to a free con-

feffion' ; unneceffarily diſcovering of infirmities" ;

raiſing falſe rumours" , receiving and countenanc-

eRom. 3. 8. And not rather

as we be flanderoufly reported,

and as fome affirm , that we fay,

Let us do evil that good may

come ; whofe damnation is juft.

Pfalm 69. 10. When I wept,

and chastenedmyfoul with faft-

ing, that was to my reproach .

I Sam. 1. 13, 14, 15. 2 Sam.

3. 10. Neh. 6. 6, 7 , 8.

f Pfalm 12. 2, 3. With flat-

tering lips, and with a double

heart do they ſpeak . The Lord

fhall cut off all flattering lips.

g 2 Tim. 3. 2. For men fhall

be lovers of their ownfelves,

-boafters.

h Luke 18. 11. And the Pha-

rifee ftood and prayed thus with

himſelf, God I thank thee, that

I am not as other men are , ex-

tortioners, unjuſt , adulterers, or

even as this publican . Gal. 5 .

26. Let us not be defirous of

vain glory, provoking one ano-

ther, envying one another.

Exod. 4. 10. And Mofes faid

untothe Lord, O my Lord, I

am not eloquent, neither here-

tofore, nor fince thou haft fpo-

ken unto thy fervant, but I am

flow of fpeech , and ofa flow

tongue. v. 14. And the anger of

the Lord was kindled againſt

Mofes. Acts 12. 22.

i Job 27. 5. 6. God forbid

that I should juſtify you ; till I

die, I will not remove mine in-

tegrity from me. My righte-

oufneſs I hold faſt, and will not

let it go , my heart shall not

reproach me fo long as I live.

k Ifai. 29. 20, 21. All that

watch for iniquity are cut off;

that make a man an offender

for a word. Mat. 7.3.

1 Gen. 3. 12, 13. And the

man faid, The woman, whom

thou gavest to be with me, fhe

gave me of the tree and I did

eat, And the woman faid , The

ferpent beguiled me, and I did

eat. Prov. 28. 13. He that

covereth his fins fhall not proſ-

per. 2 Kings 5. 25. Gen. 4. 9.

m Prov. 25. 9. Debate thy

caufe with thy neighbour him-

flf; and diſcover not a ſecret

to another. Gen. 9. 22.

n Exod. 23. I. Thou shalt

not raiſe a falſe report.
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ing evil reports , and ftopping our ears againſt

juſt defence ; evil fufpicion : envying or griev

ing at the deferved credit of any ; endeavouring

or defiring to impair it', rejoicing in their difgrace

and infamy' ; fcornful contempt , fond admira-

tion" ; breach of lawful promiſes ; neglecting

fuch things as are of good report' ; and practifing

or not avoiding ourſelves, or not hindering

o Jer. 20. 10. I heard the

defaming of many, Report,

fay they, and we will report it .

Allmy familiars watched for

my halting, faying, Peradven-

ture he will be enticed, and

we shall prevail against him,

and we ſhall take our revenge

on him. Prov. 29. 12.

p Acts 7 57. Then they cri-

ed out with a loud voice and

ftopped their ears. Job 31. 13 ,

14. If I did defpife the caufe

ofmy man-fervant, or of my

maid-ſervant when they con

tended with me : what then

fhall I do when God rifeth up ?

and when he vifiteth, what

fhall I anſwer him ?

q 1 Cor. 13. 5. Charity-

thinketh no evil. 1 Tim. 6. 4.

r Mat. 21. 15. And when

the chief priests and ſcribes faw

the wonderful things that he

did, and the children crying in

the temple, and faying, Hofan-

na to the Ton of David ! they

were fore diſpleaſed. Num. 11.

29.

f Dan. 6. 3, 4. Then this

Daniel was preferred above the

prefidents and princes ;-Then

the prefidents and princes

fought to find occafion againſt

Daniel concerning thekingdom .

Ezra 4. 12 , 13 .

t Jer. 48. 27. For was not

Ifrael a derifion unto thee? was

he found among thieves ? for

fince thou ſpakeft of him, thou

fkippedft for joy.

v Mat. 27. 28, 29. And

they ſtripped him, aud put on

him a fcarlet robe. And when

they had platted a crown of

thorns, they put it upon his

head, and a reed in his right

hand , and they bowed the knee

before him , and mocked him,

faying, Hail King ofthe Jews!

Pfal. 35. 15, 16 .

w1 Cor. 3. 21. Let no man

glory in men. Jude 16. Hav

ing mens' perfons in admira-

tion, becaufe of advantage

Acts 12. 22 .

x Rom . I. 31. Without un-

derſtanding, covenant-break-

ers. 2 Tim. 3. 3.

y 2 Sam. 12. 14. Thou haft

given great occafion to the ene

mies of the Lord to blafpheme

1 Sam. 2 24.
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what we can in others, fuch things as procure

an ill name².

Q. 146. Which is the tenth commandment ?

A. The tenth commandment is, Thou shalt

not covet thy neighbour's houſe, thou shalt not covet

thy neighbour's wife , nor his man-ſervant, nor his

maid-fervant, nor his ox, nor his aſs , nor any thing

that is thy neighbour'sª.

Q. 147. What are the duties required in the

tenth commandment ?

A. The duties required in the tenth com.

mandment are , fuch a full contentment with our

own condition", and fuch a charitable frame of

the whole foul towards our neighbour, as that

all our inward motions and affections touching

him, tend unto and further all that good which

is his .

Q. 148. What are the fins forbidden in the

tenth commandment?

z Phil. 3. 18 , 19. For ma-

ny walk, of whom I have told

you often, and now tell you ev-

en weeping, that they are the

enemies of the crofs of Chrift :

whofe end isdeftruction, whofe

god is their belly, and whofe

glory is in their fhame, who

mind earthly things. 2 Pet. 2.

2. And many fhall follow their

pernicious ways, by reafon of

whom the way of truth fhall

te evil spoken of. 2 Sam.

12. 13

a Exodus 20. 17.

b Heb. 13. 5. Let your con-

verfation be without covetouf-

nefs, and be content with fuch

things as ye have ; for he hath

faid, I will never leave thee.

I Tim. 6. 6.

c Rom . 12. 15. Rejoice

with them that do rejoice , and

weep with them that weep.

Phil . 2. 4 Look not every

man on his own things, but ev

ery man alfo on the things of

others. Job 31. 29. 1 Tim. 1. 5e
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A. The fins forbidden in the tenth command-

ment are, diſcontentment with our own eſtates";

envying , and grieving at the good of our neigh-

bour , together with all inordinate motions and

affections to any thing that is his .

Q. 149. Is any man able perfectly to keep the

commandments of God?

A. No man is able, either of himſelf", or by

any grace received in this life , perfectly to keep

the commandments of God ' ; but doth daily break

them in thought , word and deed'.

dr Cor. 10. 10. Neither

murmur ye, as fome of them

alfo murmured, and were de-

ftroyed of the deſtroyer.

Kings 21. 4.

1

e Gal. 5. 26. Let us not be

defirous of vain glory , provok-

ing one another, envying one

another. Jam. 3. 14 , 16. But

if ye have bitter envying and

ftrife in your hearts, glory not ;

and lie not againſt the truth.

For where envying and ftrife is,

there is confuſion, and every

evil work.

f Pf. 112. 9, 10. His horn

fhall be exalted with honour.

The wicked fhall fee it , and be

grieved . Neh. 2. 10.

g Rom. 7. 7.
I had not

known fin but by the law; for

I had not known luft , except

the law had faid , Thou fhalt

not cover. Deut. 5. 21. Nei-

ther fhalt thou defire thy neigh-

bour's wife, neither fhalt thou

covet thy neighbour's houfe,

his field, or his man-fervant, or

his maid-fervant, his ox, or his

afs, or any thing that is thy

neighbour's. Col. 3. 5 : Mor-

tify-inordinate affection , evil

concupifcence, and covetouf-

nefs, which is idolatry. Rom.

13.9.

h James 3. 2. In many

things we offend all. Job 15. 14.

What is man, that he ſhould

be clean? and he which is born

of a woman, that he ſhould be

righteous? John 15. 5. With-

out me ye can do nothing.

i Eccl. 7. 20. There is not a

juft manupon earth, that doeth

good, and finneth not, 1 Kings

8. 46. For there is no man that

finneth not. 1 John 1. 8. If

we fay that we have no fin, we

deceive ourſelves, and the truth

is not in us.

k Gen. 8. 21. The imagi

nation of man's heart is evil

from his youth. James I. 14.

Every man is tempted, when

he is drawn away of his own

luft and enticed. Gen. 6. 5.

See in letter i.

1 Pfal . 19. 12 Who can un-
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Q. 150. Are all tranfgreffions ofthe law of God

equallyheinousin themfelves, and in thefightofGod?

A. All tranfgreffions of the law of God are

not equally heinous ; but fome fins in themſelves,

and by reafon of feveral aggravations, are more

heinous in the fight of God than others".

Q. 151. What are thoſe aggravations that make

fomefins more heinous than others?

A. Sins receive their aggravations ,

1. From the perfons offending" : If they be

of riper age , greater experience, oror grace";

eminent for profeffion , gifts", place , of-

derstand his errors ? cleanfe

thou me from fecret faults.

Rom. 3. 9. We have before

proved both Jews and Gentiles,

that they are all under fin-and

v. 19. Every mouth may be

ftopped, and all the world may

become guilty before God.

James 3. 2. In many thingswe

offend all-v. 8. The tongue

can no man tame ; it is an un-

ruly evil, full of deadly poifon.

m Heb. 2. 2, 3. If the word

fpoken by angels was ftedfaft,

and every tranfgreffion and dif-

obedience received a just re-

compence of reward : how

fhall we eſcape if we neglect

fo great falvation , which at the

firft began to be fpoken by the

Lord? Ezra 9. 14. Pf. 78. 17,

32, 56.

n Jer. 2. 8. The prieſts faid

not, Where is the Lord? and

they that handle the law knew

me not ; the paſtors alſo tranf-

С с

greffed against me, and the

prophets prophefied by Baal.
o Job 32. 9. Great men are

not always wife, neither do the

aged underſtand judgment.-

Eccl . 4. 13.

p 1 Kings 11. 9. And the

Lord was angry with Solomon,
becauſe his heart was turned

from the Lord God of Ifrael,

which had appeared unto him

twice.

q 2 Sam. 12. 14. By this

deed thou haft given great

occafion to the enemies of the

Lord to blafpheme. 1 Cor.

5. I.

rJam . 4. 17. To him that

knoweth todo good, and doeth

it not, to him it is fin. Luke

12. 47. That fervant, which

knew his lord's will , and pre-

pared not himſelf, neither did

according to his will, fhall be

beaten with many ftripes.

fJohn 3. 10. Jefus anſwered
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fice., guides to others , and whofe example is

likely to be followed by others".

2. From the parties offended* : If immediate-

ly against God', his attributes and worship' ;

against Chrift, and his grace" ; the Holy Spirit ,

and faid unto him, Art thou a

mafter of Ifrael, and knoweft

not theſe things? Jer, 5. 4, 5.

t 2 Sam. 12. 7, 8, 9. And

Nathan faid unto David, Thou

art the man. Thus faith the

Lord God of Ifrael , I anointed

thee king over Ifrael ,—and I

gave thee thy maſter's houfe:

Wherefore haft thou deſpiſed

the commandment of the Lord

to do evil in his fight ? Ezek.

8. 11, 12.

v Rom. 2. 21 , 22 , 24. Thou

therefore who teacheſt another,

teacheft thou not thyself? Thou

that preacheſt aman fhould not

fteal, doft thou fteal ? Thou

that fayeft a man fhould not

commit adultery, doft thou com-

mit adultery?-For the name

of God is blafphemed among

the Gentiles through you.

w Gal, 2. 14. But when I

faw that they walked not up-

rightly, according to the truth

of the gofpel, I faid unto Peter

before them all, If thou being

a Jew, liveft after the manner

of the Gentiles, and not as do

the Jews, why compelleft thou

the Gentiles to live as do the

Jews? 2 Pet. 1 , 2.

x 1 John 5. 10. He thatbe-

lieveth on the Son of God hath

the witnefs in himfelf: He that

believeth not God hath made

him a liar, becauſe he believeth

not the record that God gave of

his Son. Matt . 21. 38, 39.

y I Sam. 2. 25. If one man

fin against another, the judge

fhall judge him : but if a man

fin against the Lord , who fhall

entreat for him ? Acts 5. 4.

Thou haft not lied unto men,

but unto God.

z Rom. 2. 4. Or deſpiſeſt

thou the riches of his goodness,

and forbearance , and long-fuf-

fering, not knowing that the

goodnefs of God leadeth thee

to repentance?

a Mal. 1. 14. Curfed be the

deceiver, which hath in his

flock a male, and voweth and

facrificeth unto the Lord a cor-

rupt thing. 1 Cor. 10. 21 , 22 .

Ye cannot be partakers of the

Lord's table, and of the table

of devils. Do we provoke the

Lordto jealoufy ? are we ftron-

ger than he ?

b John 3. 18. He that be-

lieveth not is condemned alrea-

dy, becauſe he hath not believ-

ed in the name of the only be-

gotten Son of God-verſe 36.

He that believeth not the Son

fhall not fee life , but the wrath

of God abideth on him. Heb.

12. 25.

c Heb. 10. 29. Ofhow much

forer puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye,
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his witness , and workings ; againſt fuperiors,

men of eminency, and fuch as we ftand efpeci-

ally related and engaged unto ; against any of

the faints", particularly weak brethren , the fouls

of them or any other ; and the common good of

all or of many'.

3. From the nature and quality of the of-

fence : If it be againſt the exprefs letter of the

law", break many commandments, contain in it

fhall he be thought worthy,

who hath trodden under foot

the Son of God, and hath done

defpite unto the Spirit of Grace?

Matt. 12. 31, 32.

d Eph. 4. 30. And grieve

not the Holy Spirit of God,

whereby ye are fealed unto

the day ofredemption.

e Heb. 6, 4, 5, 6. For it is im-

poffible forthose who were once

enlightened, and were made

partakers ofthe Holy Ghoft ;

if they fhall fall away, to renew

them again unto repentance.

f Num. 12. 8. Wherefore

then were ye not afraid to ſpeak

against my fervant Mofes?

Jude v. 8. Ifai. 3. 5.

-

g Prov. 30. 17. The eye

that mocketh at his father, and

defpifeth to obey his mother,

the ravens of the valley fhall

pick it out, and the young ea-

gles fhall eat it. Pf. 41. 9. Yea,

mine own familiar friend, in

whom I truſted, which did eat

ofmy bread, hath lifted up his

heel against me. Pf. 55. 12-14

h Zech. 2. 8. He that touch-

eth you, toucheth the apple of

his eye.

ii Cor. 8. II, 12. And

through thy knowledge fhall

the weak brother perish , for

whom Chrift died ? But when

ye fin fo againſt the brethren ,

and wound their weak confci-

ence, ye fin against Chrift.

ROM. 14. 13, 15 , 21 .

k Ezek. 13. 19. And will ye

pollute me among my people

for handfuls of barley, and for

pieces ofbread, to flaythe fouls

that ſhould not die ?

11 Thef. 2. 15 , 16. Who

both killed the Lord Jefus, and

their own prophets, and have

perfecuted us to fill up their

fins alway ; for the wrath is

come upon them, to the ut-

termoft. Matt. 23. 34-38.

m Ifai. 3. 9. They declare

their fin as Sodom , they hide

it not. Prov. 6. 30-33.
n Ezek. 20. 12, 13. I gave

them my fabbaths, to be a fign

between me and them-and

my fabbaths they greatly pol

luted.

Cc 2
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many fins : If not only conceived in the heart,

but breaks forth in words and actions", fcanda-

lize others , and admit of no reparation' : If a-

gainſt means , mercies , judgments", light of

nature", conviction of confcience , public or

o Col. 3. 5. Mortify there-

fore your members which are

upon the earth ; fornication ,

uncleanness, inordinate affecti-

on, evil concupifcence, and co-

vetoufnefs, which is idolatry .

1 Tim. 6. 10.

pMic. 2. 1, 2. Woe tothem

that devife iniquity, and work

evilupontheir beds ; whenthe

morning is light, they practiſe

it, becauſe it is in the power

of their hand. And they covet

fields, and take them by vio-

lence.

q Rom. 2. 23, 24. Thou

that makeft thy boast of the

law, through breaking the law

difhonoureft thou God? Forthe

name of God is blafphemed a-

mong the Gentiles thro' you,

as it is written . Matt. 18. 7 .

r Prov. 9. 32, 33, 34 But
whofo committeth adultery

with a woman-a wound and

difhonour fhall he get, and his

reproach fhall not be wiped a-

way. For jealoufy is the rage

of a man ; therefore he will

not fpare in the day ofvenge-

ance. He will not regard any

ranfom. Matt. 15. 26. What

a man profited, if he fhall

gain the whole world, and loſe

his own foul ? or what fhall a

man give in exchange for his
foul?

f Matt. II. 21 , 22, Woe

unto thee, Chorazin, woe unto

thee, Bethfaida , for ifthe migh-

ty works which were done in

you, had been done in Tyre and

Sidon , they would have repent-

ed long ago in fackcloth and

afhes. But I fay unto you, It

fhall be more tolerable for Tyre

and Sidon at the day ofjudg-

ment,than for you. v. 23, 24.

John 15. 22.

t Deut. 32. 6. Do ye thus

requite the Lord, O foolish peo-

ple and unwife ? Is not hethy

father, that hath bought thee?

hath he not made thee, and e-

ſtabliſhed thee ? Ifai . 1. 2, 3.

Ezra 9. 13, 14.

v Jer. 5. 3. O Lord, are not

thine eyes upon the truth ?

thou haft ftricken them, but

they have not grieved ; then

haft confumed them, but they

have refufed to receive correc-

tion : they have made their

faces harder than a rock, they

have refufed to return. Amos

4. 8-11.

w Rom. I. 20, 21. For the

invifible things of him fromthe

creation ofthe world, are clear .

ly feen, being underſtood bythe

things that are made, even his

eternal power and Godhead; fo

that they are without excufe.

x Rom. 1. 32. Who know-
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private admonition , cenfures of the church',

civil punishments" ; and our prayers, purpoſes,

promiſes , vows , covenants , and engagements

to God or men : If done deliberately , wilful-

ly , preſumptuously , impudently ' , boafting-

ingthe judgment of God, that

they who commit fuch things

are worthy of death, not only

do the fame, but have pleaſure

in them that do them. Dan. 5.

22.

y Prov. 29. I. He that be-

ing often reproved, hardeneth

his neck, fhall fuddenly be de-

ftroyed, and that without re-

medy.

z Matt. 18. 17. If he ne-

glect to hearthe church , let him

be untothee as an heathen man

and a publican, Tit . 3- 10.

a Prov. 27. 22. Though thou

fhouldft bray a fool in a mortar

among wheat with a pestle,

yet will not his foolifhnei's de-

part from him.

b Pfal. 78, 34 36, 37. When

he flew them, then they fought

him ; and they returned , and

enquired early after God. Ne.

vertheless, they did flatter him

with their mouth, and they lied

unto him with their tongues,

for their heart was not right

with him, neither were they

ftedfaft in his covenant. Jer.

42. 5, 6, 20, 21 , 22.

c Eccl. 5. 5. Better it is

that thou fhouldeft not vow,

than that thou fhouldeft vow

and not pay. Prov. 20. 25. It

is a fnareto the man who de-

voureth that which is holy, and

after vows to make enquiry.

And I willd Lev. 26. 25.

bring a fword upon you , that

fhall avenge the quarrel of my

covenant, Jer. 31. 32.

e Prov. 2 17. Which for.

faketh the guide of her youth,

and forgetteth the covenant of

her God. Ezek. 17. 18. Seeing

he defpifed the oath, bybreak-

ing the covenant (when lo, he

had given his hand) and hath

done all theſe things , he shall

not eſcape.

f Pfal. 36. 4. He devifeth

mifchief upon his bed , he fet

teth himſelfin a way that is not

good, he abhorreth not evil.

g Jer . 6. 16. Thus faith the

Lord, Stand ye in the ways,

and fee, and afk for the old

paths, where is the good way

and walk therein, and ye fhall

find reft for your fouls ; buc

they faid, We will not walk

therein .

h Num. 15. 30. But the

foul that doeth aught prefump.

tuoufly, whether he be born.

in the land , or a ſtranger, the

fame reproacheth the Lord ;

and that foul fhall be cut off

from among his peuple . Exod.

21. 14.

i Jer. 6. 15. Were they a-

fhamed when they had com-

mitted abomination? nay, they

were not at all aſhamed, nei .

ther could they blush , therefore

Cc 3
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lyk, maliciouſly', frequently", obftinately", with

delight , continuance", or relapfing after re-

pentance .

4. From circumftances of time", and place' :

If on the Lord's day', or other times of divine

fhallthey fall among themthat

fall. Prov. 7. 13.

k Pfal. 52. 1. Why boafteft

thou thyself in mifchief, O

mighty man ?

1 Ezek. 35. 5. Becauſe thou

haft had a perpetual hatred, and

haft fhed the blood of the chil-

dren of Ifrael by the force

of the fword, in the time of

their calamity, in the time that

their iniquity had an end :

Therefore, as I live, faith the

Lord God, I will prepare thee

unto blood. 3 John 10.

m Num. 14 22. And have

tempted me now theſe ten

times, and have not hearkened

to my voice.

n Zech. 7. II, 12. But they

refuſed to hearken, and pulled

away the fhoulder, and ftop-

ped their ears, that they fhould

not hear. Yea, they madetheir

hearts as an adamant ftene.

o Prov. 2. 14. Who rejoice

to do evil, and delight in the

frowardness of the wicked.

P Jer. 9. 3. They proceed

from evil to evil, and they

know not me, faith the Lord.

v. 5. And weary themſelves to

commit iniquity. Ifai. 57. 17.

q 2 Pet. 2. 20, 21. For if

after they have eſcaped the pol-

lutions of the world, through

the knowledge of the Lord and

Saviour Jefus Chriſt, they are

again entangled therein, and o-

vercome: the latter end is worſe

with them than the beginning.

For it had been better for

them not to have known the

way of righteouſneſs, than af-

ter they have known it, to turn

from the holy commandment

delivered unto them. Heb 6. 4.

r Ifai. 22. 12, 13. And in

that day did the Lord God of

hofts call to weeping and to

mourning, and to baldness,

and to girding with fackcloth :

And behold joy and gladness,

flaying oxen, and killing fheep,

eating flesh, and drinkingwine.

v. 14. Surely this iniquity fhall

not be purged from you, till

ye die, faith the Lord God of

hofts. 2 Kings 5. 26.

f Jer. 7. 10, 11. And come

and ftand before me in this

houfe, which is called by my

name, and fay, We are deli-

vered to do all thefe abomina-

tions ? Is this houſe, which is

called by my name, become a

den of robbers in your eyes?

t Ezek. 23. 38. 39. They

have defiled my fanctuary in

the fame day, and have profa-

ned my fabbaths.
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worship'; or immediately before", or after thefe*,

or other helps to prevent or remedy fuch mif-

carriages': If in public, or in the preſence of

others, who are thereby likely to be provoked or

defiled'.

Q. 152. What doth every fin deferve at the

hands of God?

A. Every fin, even the leaſt, being againſt the

fovereignty , goodneſs and holiness of Gode,

v Ifai, 58. 3, 4. Behold in the

day of your faft ye find plea-

fure, and exact all your labours.

Behold ye faſt for ftrife and de-

bate, and to fmite with the fift

of wickedness.

w I Cor. II. 20, 21. When

yecome together therefore into

one place, this is not to eat the

Lord's fupper. For in eating,

every one taketh before other ,

his own fupper ; and one is

hungry, and another is drunk-

en.Jer. 7. 9, 10. Will ye fteal,

murder and come and ftand

before me in this houſe?

x Prov. 7. 14, I have peace-

offerings with me ; this day

have I paid my vows. There-

fore came I forth to meet thee,

diligently to feek thy face, and

I have found thee.

y Neh. 9. 13 , 14, 15, 16.

Thou camet down alfo upon

mount Sinai-and madeſt

known unto them thy holy

fabbath-andgaveft thembread

from heaven for their hunger,

and broughteft forth water for

them out of the rock for their

thirſt-but they and our fathers

dealt proudly, and hardened

their necks, and hearkened not

to thy commandments.

Chron. 36. 15, 16.

2

z fai 3. 9. They declare

their fin as Sodom , they hide

it not : woe unto their foul, for

they have rewarded evil unto

themſelves. 1 Sam. 2. 22, 23,

24.

a Jam. 2. 10, II. Whofo-

ever fhall keep the whole law,

and yet offend in one point, he

is guilty of all. For he that

faid, Do not commit adultery ;

faid alfo, Do not kill .

b Deut. 32. 6. Do ye thus

requite the Lord, O foolish

people and unwife ? Is not he

thy father that hath bought

thee ? hath he not made thee,

and eſtabliſhed thee?

c Hab. 1. 13. Thou art of

purer eyes than to behold evil,

and canft not look on iniquity ;

wherefore lookeft thou upon

them that deal treacherously?
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and against his righteous lawd, deferveth his

wrath and curfe , both in this life , and that

which is to come ; and cannot be expiated but

by the blood of Chrift".

Q. 153. What doth God require of us, that we

may eſcape his wrath and curfe due to us by reafon

of the tranfgreffion of the law?

A. That we may eſcape the wrath and curfe

of God due to us by reaſon of the tranfgreffion of

the law, he requireth of us repentance towards

God, and faith towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt',

and the diligent uſe of the outward means where-

1 Pet. I. 15, 16. As he which

hath called you is holy, fo be

ye holy in all manner of con-

verfation : Becauſe it is writ-

ten, Be ye holy, for I am holy.

Lev. 11.45.

dI John 3. 4. Whosoever

committeth fin, tranfgreffeth

alfo the law ; for fin is the

tranfgreffion of the law. Rom .

7.12. The law is holy, and

the commandment holy, and

juft, and good,

e Gal. 3. 10. For as many

as are of the works of the law,

are under the curfe : for it is

written, Curfed is every one

that continueth not in all things

which are written in the book

of the law to do them. Eph.

5. 6.

fDeut. 28. v. 15. to the end.

But it fhall come to pafs, ifthou

wilt not hearken unto the voice

of the Lord thy God, to ob-

ferve to do all his command-

ments and his ftatutes, which I

command thee this day ; that

all theſe curfes fhall come upon.

thee, and overtake thee, &c.

Prov. 13. 21.

g Matt. 25. 14. Depart

from me, ye curfed , into ever-

lafting fire, prepared for the

devil and his angels. Rom. 6.

21. The end of thofe things

is death. v, 23. The wages of

fin is death.

h Heb. 9. 22. And almoſt

all thingsare bythe law purged
with blood ; and without

fhedding of blood, is no re-

miffion. 1 John 1. 7. And the

blood of Jefus Chrift his Son

cleanfeth us from all fin . 1 Pet.

1 18, 19.

i Acts 20. 21. Teftifying

both to the Jews, and alfo to the
Greeks, repentance towards

God, and faith towards our
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by Christ communicateth to us the benefits of

his mediation*.

Q. 154. What are the outward means whereby

Chrift communicates to us the benefits of his media-

tion?

A. The outward and ordinary means, where-

by Christ communicates to his church the bene-

fits of his mediation, are all his ordinances ; ef-

pecially the word, facraments, and prayer ; all

which are made effectual to the elect for their

- falvation'.

Q. 155. How is the word made effectual to

Salvation?

A. The Spirit of God maketh the reading, but

Lord Jefus Chrift . Mark 1.15.

Repent ye, and believe the

gofpel. John 3. 18. He that
believeth on him is not con .

demned: but he that believeth

not, is condemned already, be-

cauſe he hath not believed in

the name of the only begotten

Son of God.

k Prov. 8. 33, 34, 35. Hear

inftruction, and be wife, and

refuſe it not. Bleffed is the

man that heareth me, watch

ing daily at my gates, waiting

at the pofts of my doors. For

whofo findeth me, findeth life,

and ſhall obtain favour of the

Lord. Luke 13. 24. Strive to

enter in at the ftrait gate; for

many, I fay untoyou, will feek

to enter in, and fhall not be

able,

1 Matt. 28. 19, 20. Go ye

therefore and teach all nations,

baptizing them in the name of

the Father, and of the Son, and

of the Holy Ghoft ; teaching

themto obferve all thingswhat-

foever I have commanded you,

and lo, I am with you alway
even unto the end of the world.

Acts 2. 42, 46. And they

continued ftedfaftly in the apof-

tles ' doctrineandfellowſhip, and

in breaking of bread, and in

prayers. And they continuing

daily with one accord in the

temple, and breaking bread

from houfe to houfe ; did eat

their meat with gladneſs and

fingleness of heart. 1 Tim.

4. 16. 1 Cor. 1. 21. Eph. 5.

19, 20. and 6, 17, 18.
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efpecially the preaching of the word, an effectual

means of enlightening", convincing and hum-

bling finners", of driving them out of themſelves,

and drawing them unto Chrift ; of conforming

them to his image", and ſubduing them to his

will ; of ſtrengthening them againſt temptations

and corruptions'; of building them up in grace ,

m Pfa. 19. 8. The com-

mandment of the Lord is pure,

enlightening the eyes. Acts

26. 18. To open their eyes,

and to turn them from dark-

nefs to light, and from the

power of Satan unto God.

n Jer. 23. 28, 29. And he

that hath my word, let him

fpeak my word faithfully. Is

not my word like as a fire? faith

the Lord; and like a hammer

that breaketh therock in pieces?

Heb. 4. 12. The word of God

is quick and powerful, and fhar-

per than any two edged fword,

piercing even to the dividing

afunder of foul and fpirit, and

of the joints and marrow, and

is a difcerner of the thoughts

and intents of the heart. Rom.
8. 16.

o Acts 2. 37. Now when

theyheard this, theywere prick.

ed in their heart , and faid unto

Peter, and to the rest of the

apoſtles, Men and brethren,

what fhall we do ? v. 41. Then

they that gladly received his

word, were baptized; and the

fame daythere were added unto

them aboutthree thouſand fouls.

Acts 8. 27-38.

p 2 Cor. 3. 18. But we all

with open face, beholding as

ina glafs the glory of the Lord,

are changed into the fame

image, from glory to glory,

even as by the Spirit of the

Lord . Col. 1. 25-27.

q 2 Cor. 10. 4 , 5. (Forthe

weapons of our warfare are not

carnal, but mighty through

God to the pulling down of

ftrong holds. ) Cafting down

imaginations, and every high

thing, that exalteth itſelfagainſt

the knowledge of God, and

bringing into captivity every

thought to the obedience of

Chrift . Rom . 6. 17.

r Pfal. 19, II. Moreover

by them isthy fervant warned.

Col. 1. 28. Whom we preach

warning every man. Ephef.

6. 16, 17. Above all taking the

fhield of faith, wherewith ye

may be able to quench all the

fiery darts of the wicked : And

take the helmet of falvation,

and the fword of the Spirit,

which is the word of God.

Matt. 4. 7, 10.

f Eph. 4. 11 , 12. And he

gave fome apoftles-and fome

paftors and teachers ; for the

perfecting ofthe faints, forthe

work of the miniftry, for the

edifying of the body of Chriſt :

&c. Acts 20. 30. And now,
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and eſtabliſhing their hearts in holineſs and com-

fortthrough faith unto falvation' .

Q. 156. Is the word ofGodto bereadby all?

A. Although all are not permitted to read

the word publicly to the congregation", yet all

forts ofpeople are bound to read it apart by them-

felves", and with their families* : to which end,

brethren, I commend you to

God, and to the word of his

grace, which is able to build

you up. 2 Tim. 3. 15, 16. I

Cor. 3. 9, 10, II.

t Rom . 16. 25. Now to him

that is ofpower to ſtabliſh you

according to my gofpel, and

the preaching of Jefus Chrift,

according to the revelation of

the mystery which was kept

fecret fince the world began.

I Theff. 3. 2 , 13. And fent Ti-
motheus our brother, and

minifter of God and our fellow-

labourer inthe gospel ofChrift,

to establish you, and to comfort

you concerning your faith : &c.

Rom. 10. 14, 15, 16 , 17.

v Deut. 31 , 9, II, 12, 13 .

And Mofes wrote this law, and

delivered it unto the prieſts,

the fons of Levi-and unto all

the elders of Ifrael. Gather

the people together, men and

women, and children, and thy

ftranger that is within thy

gates, that they may learn,

and fear the Lord your God,

and obferve to do all the words

ofthis law: &c.

w Deut. 17. 18, 89. And

it fhall be when he fitteth

upon the throne of his king-

dom, that he fhall write him

a copy of this law in a book,

out ofthat which is before the

prieſts the Levites ; and it fhall

be with him, and he fhall read

therein all the days of his

life.Ifa. 34. 16. Seek ye out

of the book of the Lord and

read.-John 5.
39. Search

the fcriptures. Rev. I. 3.

Bleffed is he that readeth, and

they that hear the words of

this prophecy, and keep thoſe

things which are written there-

in.-

x Deut. 6. 6, 7. And theſe

words which I command thee

this day, fhall be in thine heart,

and thou fhalt teach them di-

ligently unto thy children, and

fhalt talk ofthem, when thou

fittest in thine houſe, and when

thou walkeft by the way, and

when thou lieft down, and

when thou rifeſt up. Pfa. 78.

5 , 6. For he eſtabliſhed a tef-

timony in Jacob, and appoint-

ed a law in Ifrael , which he

commanded our fathers, that

they ſhould make them known

to their children ; that the ge-

neration to come might know
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the holy fcriptures are to be tranſlated out of the

original into vulgar languages'.

Q. 157. How is the word ofGod to be read ?

A. The holy fcriptures are to be read with an

high and reverend esteem of them ; with a firm

perfuafion that they are the very word of God ,

and that he only can enable us to underſtand

them" ; with defire to know, believe and obey

the will of Godrevealed in them ; with diligence ,

and attention to the matter and ſcope of them ;

them , even the children, which

ſhould be born : who ſhould

arife and declare them to their

children.

y I Cor. 14. 2, to 29. ver.

18. 19. I thankmy God I ſpeak

with tongues more than you

all ; yet in the church I had

rather ſpeak five words with

myunderſtanding , that by my

voice I might teach others alfo,

than ten thousand words in an

unknown tongue.

z Pfa 119. 97. O how love

I thy law - Nehemiah 8. 5.

And Ezra opened the book in

the fight of all the people-and

when he opened it, all the peo-

pie ftood up: &c.- Ifa . 66. 2 .

But to this man will I look,

evento him that is poor, and of

a contrite ſpirit, and trembleth

at my word.

a 2 Pet. I. 21.-Holy men

of God fpake as they were

moved by the Holy Ghoft. I
Theis. 2. 13.

b Pfa. 119. 18. Open thou

mine eyes, that I may behold

wondrous things out ofthylaw.

-Luke 24 45.

cJames 1. 21, 22. Receive

with meeknefs the ingrafted

word, which is able to fave

your fouls. But be ye doers of

the word, and not hearers only,

deceiving your ownfelves. I

Pet. 2. 2. As new- born babes

defire the fincere milk of the

word, that ye may grow there-

by. Mark 4. 20.

d Acts 17. 11. Theſe (Ber-

eans) were more noble than

thofe in Theffalonica, in that

they received the word with all

readineſs of mind, and fearched

the fcriptures daily, whether

thofe things were fo. Deut.

II. 13.

e Acts 8. 30, 34. And Philip

faid , Underftandeft thou what

thou readeft ? And the eunuch

anfwered Philip,-Of whom

fpeaketh the prophet this ? of

himſelf, or offome other man ?

Mat , 13. 23.
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with meditation , applications, felf-denial", and

prayer'.

Q 158. By whom is the word of God to be

preached?

A. The word of God is to be preached only

by fuch as are fufficiently gifted , and alſo duly

approved and called to that office'.

Q. 159. How is the word of God to be preached

by thofe that are called thereunto ?

A. They that are called to labour in the mi-

niftry ofthe word are to preach found doctrine ,

diligently", in feaſon, and out of feafon ; plain-

f Pfal. 1. 2. But his delight

is in the law of the Lord, and

in his law doth he meditate

day and night. Pfal . 119. 97.

O howlove I thy law ! it is my

meditation all the day.

g Ads 2. 38, 19. Repent

and be baptized every one of

you-for the promife is unto

you and to your children .

Sam. 12. 7, 2. Chron. 34 , 21,

2

h Gal 115, 16. But when

it pleafed God-to reveal his

Son in me, that I might preach

him among the heathen ; im-

mediately I conferred not with

flesh and blood. Prov. 3. 5.

i Neh. 8 , 6, 8. See letter b.

k 1 Tim. 3. 2-6. A biſhop

muſt be blameleſs-apt to teach

-not a novice. 2 Tim . 2. 2.

Andthe things that thou haft

heard of me, among many

witneffes, the fame commit

D

thou to faithful men, who fhall

be able to teach others alfo.

Mat. 2. 7.

1 Rom. 10. 15. And how

fhall they preach, except they

be fent ? Heb. 5. 4. And no

man taketh this honour unto

himfelf, but he that is called of

God, as was Aaron. 1 Tim. 3.

10. And let thefe alfo firſt be

proved, then let them ufe the

office of a deacon, being found

blameless.

m Tit. 2. 1, 8. But fpeak

thou the things which become

found doctrine ; found fpeech

that cannot be condemned.

n Acts 18. 25. Being fer-

vent in the fpirit, he spake and

taught, diligently , the things of

the Lord .

o 2 Tim. 4. 2. Preach the

word ; be inftant in ſeaſon, out

of feafon.

d
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lyp, not in the enticing words of man's wifdom,

but in demonftration of the Spirit , and of

power ; faithfully' , making known the whole

counfel of God'; wifely', applying themſelves to

the neceffities and capacities of the hearers' ; zea-

loufly", with fervent love to God , and the fouls

of his people' ; fincerely', aiming at his glo-

p1 Cor. 14.9. Except ye

utterby the tongue words eafy

to be understood, how fhall it

beknown what is ſpoken ? for

ye ſhall ſpeak into the air.

qI Cor. 2. 4. And my fpeech,

and my preaching was not

with enticing words of man's

wiſdom, but in demonftration

ofthe Spirit and of power.

r Jer. 23 28. He that hath

my word, let him ſpeak my

word faithfully. 1 Cor. 4. 1 , 2.

Let a man fo account of us,

as the minifters of Chrift, and

ftewards of the myfteries of

God. Moreover it is required

in ftewards, that a man be

found faithful. Mat. 24. 45, 46,

47.

f Acts 20. 27. For I have not

fhunned to declare unto you all

the counfel of God.

t Col. I. 28. Whom we

preach, warning every man,

and teaching every man in all

wifdom . 2 Tim. 2. 15. Study

to fhew thyself approved unto

Gol , a workman that needeth

not to be ashamed, rightly di-

viding the word of truth.

VI Cor. 3. 2. I have fed you

with milk, and not with meat ;

for hitherto ye were not able to

bear it, neither yet now are ye

able. Heb. 5. 12, 13 , 14. I

Theff. 2. 7. Luke 12. 42.

w Acts 18. 25. This man

was inftructed in the way ofthe

Lord ; and being fervent in

the fpirit, he fpake and taught

diligently the things of the

Lord, knowing only the bap-

tiſm of John. 2 Tim. 4. 5.

x 2 Cor. 5. 13 , 14. For whe-

ther we be beſides ourſelves,

it is to God : or whether webe

fober, it is for your caufe. For

the love of Chriſt conſtraineth

us becauſe we thus judge, that

if one died for all, then were

all dead. Phil. 1. 15 , 16, 17.

y 2 Cor. 4. 2. And I will

very gladly ſpend and be ſpent

for you, though the more

abundantly I love you , the lefs

I be loved. 1Theff. 3. 12.

z 2 Cor. 4.2. But we have

renounced the hidden things of

difhonefty, not walking in craf-

tinefs, nor hand'ing the word

of God deceitfully , but by ma-

nifeftation of the truth, com-

mending ourfelves to every

man's confcience in the fight of

God. 2 Cor . 2. 17.
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ry , and their converfion", edification , and fal- .

vation".

Q. 160. What is requiredof thofe thathear the

wordpreached?

A. It is required of thofe that hear the word

preached, that they attend upon it with dili-

gence , preparation and prayer" ; examine what

they hear by the fcriptures" ; receive the truth

a John 7 18. He that fpea-

keth of himself, feeketh his

own glory; but he that feek-

eth his glory that fent him, the

fame is true, and no unrighte

ot foefs is in him. I Theff. 2.

4. 5, 6.

b1 Cor. 9. 19, 20, 21 , 22 .

For though I be free from all

men, yet have I made myself

fervant unto all, that I might

gain the more. And unto the

Jews I became as a Jew, that

I might gain the Jews; tothem

that are under the law, as un-

der the law, that I might gain

them that are under the law,

&c. I am made all things to all

men, that I might by all means

fave fome.

c 2 Cor. 12. 19. But we do

all things, dearly beloved, for

your edifying. Eph 4. 12.

d 1 Tim. 4. 16. Take heed

unto thyfelf, and unto thy doc-

trine ; continue in them : for

in doing this, thou shalt both

fave thyfelf, and them that

hear thee. 2 Tim . 2. IO.

Therefore I endure all things

for the elect's fake, that they

may alfo obtain the falvation ,

which is in Chrift Jefus, with

eternal glory Acts 26. 16–18.

e Pfal. 84. I , 2, 4 How

amiable are thy tabernacles, O

Lord of kofts ! My foul long-

eth, yea, even fainteth for the

courts of the Lord. Bleffed

are they that dwell in thy

houfe , they will be ſtill praif-

ing thee. Pfal. 27. 4. Prov,

8.34.

f Luke 8. 18. Take heed,

therefore, how ye hear. I Pet.

2. I , 2. Wherefore laying afide

all malice, and all guile , and

hypocrifies, and cnvies, and all

evil fpeakings; as new-born

babes defire the fincere milk of

the word, that ye may grow

thereby. James 1. 21 .

g Pfal. 119. 18. Open thou

mine eyes, that I may behold

wondrous things out of thy

law. Eph . 6. 18. 19.

h Acts 17. 11. And fearch-

ed the fcriptures daily, whether

thofe things were ſo.

Dd 2
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with faith', love *, meekneſs' , and readineſs of

mind", as the word of God" ; meditate" and

confer of it" ; hide it in their hearts , and bring

forth the fruit of it in their lives".

Q. 161. How do thefacraments become effectual

means offalvation ?

A. The facraments become effectual means of

falvation, not by any power in themſelves, or

any virtue derived from the piety or intention of

him by whom they are administered ; but only

by the working of the Holy Ghoſt, and the bleff-

ing of Chrift by whom they are inſtituted .

i Heb. 4. 2. For unto us

was the Gospel preached, as

well as unto them; but the

word preached did not profit

them, not being mixed with

faith in them that heard it.

k 2 Theff. 2. 10. They re-

ceived not the love of the

truth, that they might be fav-

ed .

1 James 1. 21. Receive with

meeknefs the ingrafted word,

Pfal. 25. 9.

m Acts 17. 11 Theſe were

more noble than thofein Thef-

falonica, in that they received

the word with all readinefs of

mind. Acts 2. 41.

n I Theff. 2, 13. For this

caufe alfo thank we God with-

out ceafing, becaufe when ye

received the word of God,

which ye heard of us, ye recei-

ved it not as the word of men,

but, as it is in truth, the word

of God.

Therefore weo Heb. 2. 1.

ought to give the more earnest

heed to the things which we

have heard, left at any time

we fhould let them flip.

p Deut. 6. 6, 7. And theſe

words which I command thee

this day fhall be in thine heart,

and thou fhalt teach them dili-

gently unto thy children, and

fhalt talk of them when thou

fitteft in thine houſe, and when

thou walkeft by the way, and

when thou lieft down, and

when thou rifeſt up.

q Pfal. 119. 11. Thy word

have I hid in my heart, that I

might not fin againſt thee.

Prov. 2. I.

r Luke 8. 15. But that on

the good ground, are they,

which in an honeft and good

heart, having heard the word,

keep it, and bring forth fruit

with patience. Janies 1. 25.

f 1 Pet. 3. 21. The like fi-
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Q. 162. What is afacrament ?

A. A facrament is an holy ordinance inſtitut-

ed by Chriſt in his church', to fignify, ſeal, and

exhibit unto those that are within the covenant

of grace", the benefits of his mediation ; to

ftrengthen and increaſe their faith, and all other

gure whereunto, even baptifm,

doth alfo nowfave us, ( not the

putting away of the filth ofthe

flefh, but the anfwer of a good

confcience towards God) by the

refurrection of Jefus Chrift.

Acts 8. 13. Then Simon him-

felf believed alfo ; and when

he was baptized, he continued

with Philip, and wondered,

beholding the miracles and

figns which were done. ( His

baptifm, notwithstanding, was

ineffectual to any faving pur-

pofe for Peter faid to him) v.

23. I perceive that thou art in

the gall of bitterneſs and in the

bond of iniquity. 1 Cor. 3 7. So

then, neither is he that plant-

eth any thing ; neither he that

watereth ; but God that giveth

the increaſe. 1 Cor. 6. II .

But ye are waſhed, but ye are

fanctified, but ye are juftified

in the name ofthe Lord Jefus ,

and by the Spirit of our God.

t Matt. 28. 19. Go ye

therefore, and teach all nati-

ons, baptizingthem in the name

of the Father, and of the Son,

and ofthe Holy Ghoſt. Matth.

26. 26, 27. And as they were

eating, Jefus took bread, and

bleffed it, and brake it, and

gave it to his difciples, and

faid, Take, eat ; this is my

body.

v Rom. 4. 11. And he (A-

braham) , received the fign of

circumcifion, a feal of the righ-

teoufnefs of the faith, which

he had, being yet uncircum-

cifed ; that he might be the

father of all them that believe,

though they be not circum .

cifed; that righteouſneſs might

be imputed to them alfo.

Cor. 11. 24, 25.

1

w Rom. 9. 8. The children

of the promiſe are counted for

the feed. Gal . 4 28. Now

we, brethren, as Ifaac was,

are the children of promiſe.

Rom . 15.8, 9

x Acts 2. 38. Then Peter

faid unto them, Repent and

be baptized every one ofyou,

in the name of Jefus Chrift,

for the remiffion of fins, and ye

fhall receive the gift of the Ho-

ly Ghoft. 1 Cor. 10. 16. The

cup of blefling which we blefs,

is it not the communion ofthe

blood of Chrift ? The bread

which we break, is it not the

communion of the body of:

Chriſt ? Acts 22. 16.

Dd3
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graces , to oblige them to obedience' ; to teſtify

and cherish their love and communion one with

another , and to distinguish them from thoſe

that are without".

Q. 163. What are the parts ofafacrament ?

A. The parts of a facrament are two : The

one, an outward and fenfible fign ufed according

to Chrift's own appointment ; the other, an in-

ward and fpiritual grace thereby fignified .

Q. 164. How many facraments hath Chriſt in-

Atituted under the New Teftament ?

A. Under the New Teftament Chrift hath in-

ftituted in his church only two facraments, bap-

tiſm, and the Lord's fupper" .

y Rom. 15 .8, 9. Now I fay

that Jefus Chrift was a minifter

ofthe circumcifion forthe truth

ofGod, to confirm the promiſes

made unto the fathers ; and

that the Gentiles might glorify

God for his mercy. Gal . 3. 27.

z Rom. 6. 4. Therefore we

are buried with him by baptifm

into death, that like as Chrift

was raifed up from the dead

by the glory of the Father, e-
ven fo we alſo fhould walk in

newneſs oflife. I Cor. 10. 21.

Ye cannot drink the cup of

the Lord, andthe cup of devils ;

ye cannot be partakers of the

Lord's table, and of the table

of devils. Heb. 10. 29.

a I Cor. 10. 13. For by one

Spirit we are all baptized into

one body, whether we be Jews

or Gentiles, whether we be

bond or free ; and have been

all made to drink into one Spi-

rit. 1 Cor. 10. 17. We being

many are one bread, and one

body, for we are all partakers

of that one bread. Eph. 4. 3,

4, 5

b Eph. 3. 19. Now there-

fore ye are no more ftrangers

and foreigners, but fellow-citi-

zenswith the faints, and of the

houſehold of God. Gen. 34. 14.

c Matt. 3. II. I indeed

baptize you with water unto

repentance, but he that com-

eth after me, is mightier than

I , whofe fhoes I am not worthy

to bear ; he fhall baptize you

with the Holy Ghoſt, and with

fire. 1 Pet. 3. 21 .

di Cor. II. 23. See under

the letter t.
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Q. 165. What is baptiſm?

A. Baptifm is a facrament of the New Tefta-

ment, wherein Chriſt hath ordained the waſhing

with water in the name of the Father, and of the

A
Son, and of the Holy Ghoft , to be a fign and

feal of ingrafting into himſelf , of remiflion of

fins by his bloods, and regeneration by his Spi-

rit" ; of adoption and refurrection unto

lafting life : and whereby the parties baptized

are folemnly admitted into the viſible church' ,

and enter into an open and profeffed engagement

to be wholly and only the Lord's™ .

e Matt. 28. 19. Go ye there-

fore, and teach all nations,

baptizing them in the name of

the Father, and of the Son,

and of the Holy Ghoſt.

f Gal. 3. 27. For as manyof

you as have been baptized into

Chrift , have put on Chrift .

Rom. 6. 3.

g Acts 22. 16. Arife, and

be baptized, and wash away

thyfins. Mark 1. 4. John did

baptize in the wilderneſs, and

preach the baptifm of repent-

ance, for the remiflion of fins.

Rev. 1. 5.

h John 3. 5. Except a man

be born of water, and ofthe

Spirit, he cannot enter intothe

kingdom of God. Tit . 3. 5 .

According to his mercy he fav-

ed us by the washing of regene-

ration, and renewing of the

Holy Ghoft.

i Gal . 3. 26, 27. For ye are

all the children of God by faith

in Chrift Jeſus. For as many

of you as have been baptized

into Chrift, have put on Chrift

k I Cor. 15. 29. Elfe what

fhall they do, which are bapti-

zed for the dead , if the dead

rife not at all ? why are they

then baptized for the dead?

11 Cor. 12. 13. For by one

Spirit we are all baptized into

one body, whether we be Jews

or Gentiles ; whether we be

bond or free ; and have been

all made to drink into one Spi-

rit.-

m Rom. 6. 4. Therefore we

are buried with himby baptifm

into death, that like as Chrift

was raiſed up from the dead by

the glory of the Father, even

fo we alfo fhould walk in new-

nefs oflife.
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Q. 166. Unto whom is baptifm to be adminif

tered?

A. Baptifm is not to be adminiflered to any

that are out of the vifible church, and fo ſtran-

gers from the covenant of promiſe, till they pro-

fefs their faith in Chrift, and obedience to him";

but infants defcending from parents, either both

or but one of them, profeffing faith in Chriſt,

and obedience to him , are , in that reſpect, within

the covenant, and are to be baptized".

Q. 167. How is our baptifm to be improved by

us?

A. The needful but much neglected duty of

improving our, baptiſm is to be performed by us

all our life long, eſpecially in the time of temp-

tation, and when we are prefent at the adminiftra-

n Acts 8. 36, 37. And the

eunuch faid, See here is water;

what doth hinder me to be

baptized ?-And Philip faid,

If thou believeft with all thine

heart, thou mayeft. And he

anfwered and faid, I believe

that Jefus Chrift is the Son of

God. Acts 2. 41. Then they

that gladly received his word,

were baptized.

o Acts 2. 38, 39. Then Pe-

ter faid unto them, Repent,

and be baptized every one of

you, in the name of Jefus

Chrift, for the remiffion of

fins, and ye fhall receive the

Holy Ghoft. For the promiſe

is unto you, and to your chil

dren, and to all that are afar

off, even as many as the Lord

our God fhall call. Luke 18.

16 But Jefus called them

unto him, and faid , Suffer little

children to come unto me, and

forbid them not, for of fuch is

the kingdom of God. 1 Cor.

7. 14. The unbelieving huf-

band is fanctified bythe wife ;

and the unbelieving wife is

fanctified by the hufband ; elfe

were your children unclean ;

but now are they holy. Rom,

11. 16. Gen. 17. 7-9. com-

pared with Gal. 3. 9-14, and

Col. 2. 11 , 12.
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tion of it to others", by ſerious and thankful con-

fideration of the nature of it, and of the ends for

which Chrift inftituted it, the privileges and

benefits conferred and fealed thereby, and our

folemn vow made therein ; by being humbled for

our finful defilement, our falling fhort of, and

walking contrary to, the grace of baptiſm and

our engagements ; by growing up to affurance

of pardon of fin , and of all other bleffings fealed

to us in that facrament' ; by drawing ſtrength

from the death and refurrection of Christ , into

whom we are baptized, for the mortifying of

fin, and quickening of grace '; and by endeavour-

ing to live by faith' , to have our converſation in

p Pfal. 22. 10, II. I was

Gaft upon thee from the womb;

thou art my God from mymo-

ther's belly, Be not far from

me, for trouble is near.

q Rom. 6. 3, 4, 5

Rom. 6. 2 , 3. God forbid :

how fhall we that are dead to

fin, live any longer therein ?

Know ye not, that fo many of

us as were baptized into Jefus

Chrift, were baptized into his

death ? I Cor. I 11. 12, 13.

Gal. 3. I.

f Phil. 3. 7-10, II. But

wha things were gain to me,

thofe I counted lofs for Chrift :

That I mayknowhim, andthe

power of his refurrection, and

the fellowship of his fufferings,

being made conformable unto

his death ; if by any means I

may attain unto the refurrec-

tion of the dead : &c . Rom. 4.

II, 12. I Pet 3 21.

t Rom. 6. 2 , 3, 4. How

fhall we, that are dead to fin,

live any longer therein ? Know

ye not, that fo many of usas

were baptized into Jefus Chrift,

were baptized into his death ?

Therefore we are buried with

him by baptifm into death :

that like as Chrift was raiſed

up from the dead by the glory

of the Father, even fo we alfo

fhould walk in newneſs of life ,

& c.

v Gal. 3. 26, 27. For ye are

all the children of God by

faith in Chriſt Jefus. For as

many of you as have been bap-

tized into Chrift, have put on.

Chriſt.

7
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holiness and righteouſneſs", as thofe that have

therein given up their names to Chrift , and to

walk in brotherly love, as being baptized by the

fame Spirit into one body .

Q. 168: What is the Lord's fupper ?

A. The Lord's fupper is a facrament of the

New Teftament", wherein, by giving and receiv-

ing bread and wine according to the appointment

of Jefus Chrift, his death is fhewed forth ; and

they that worthily communicate, feed upon his

body and blood, to their ſpiritual nourishment

and growth in grace ; have their union and

communion with him confirmed"; teftify and re-

w Rom. 6. 22. But now

being made free from fin, and

become fervants to God, ye

have your fruit unto holinefs,

and the end everlaſting life.

x Acts 2. 38. Be baptized

every one of you in the name

of Jefus Chrift.

y 1 Cor. 12. 13---25, 26. For

byone Spirit are we all bapti-

zed into one body, whether

we be Jews or Gentiles, whe-

ther we be bond or free ;-

that there fhould be no fchifm

in the body ; but that the mem-

bers fhould have the fame care

one for another. Andwhether

one member fuffer, all the

members fuffer with it, or one

member be honoured, all the

members rejoice with it.

z Luke 22. 20. Likewiſe al-

fo the cup after ſupper, faying,

This cup is the New Tefta-

ment in my blood, which is

ſhed for you.

a Mat -26. 26, 27. Andfaid ,

Take, eat ; this is my body.

And he took the cup, and gave

thanks, and gave it to them,

faying, Drink ye all of it.

John 6. 55, 56. My flesh is

meat indeed, and my blood is

drink indeed. He that eateth

my flesh, and drinketh my

blood, dwelleth in me, and I

in him. 1 Cor. 11. 23---27.

b I Cor. 10. 16. The cup of

bleffing which we blefs, is it not

the communion of the blood

of Chrift ? The bread, which

we break, is it not the com-

munion of the body of Chriſt?
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new their thankfulneſs and engagement to God",

and their mutual love and fellowship each with

other, as members ofthe fame mystical body .

Q. 169. How hath Chrift appointed bread and

wine to be given and received in the facrament of

the Lord'sfupper?

A. Chrift hath appointed the miniſters of his

word, in the adminiſtration of this facrament of

the Lord's fupper, to ſet apart the bread and wine

from common ufe by the word of inſtitution ,

thankſgiving and prayer ; to take and break the

bread, and to give both the bread and the wine to

thecommunicants : who are by the fame appoint-

ment to take and eat the bread, and to drink the

wine ; in thankful remembrance that the body of

Chriſt was broken and given, and his blood fhed

for them".

Q. 170. How do they that worthily communi-

CI Cor. 11. 25. This cup

is the New Teſtamentin my

blood : This do ye as oft as ye

drink it, in remembrance of

me.

d I Cor. 1o . 16-21. The

cup of bleffing which we blefs,

is it not the communion of the

blood of Chrift ? The bread

which we break, is it not the

communion of the body of

Christ? Ye cannot drink the

cup of the Lord, and the cup

ofdevils : Ye cannot be par-

takers ofthe Lord's table, and

of the table ofdevils.

e 1 Cor. 10 17 For we being

many are one bread, and one

body for we are all partakers

ofthat one bread.

f Mark 14. 22, 23. 24. And

as they did eat, Jefus took

bread, and bleffed, and brake

it, andgave to them , and faid,

Thisis mybody. And he took

the cup, and when he had giv-

en thanks, he gave it tothem:

and they all drank of it . 1 Cor.
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cate in the Lord'sfupper feed upon the body and blood

of Chrift therein ?

A. As the body and blood of Chriſt are not

corporally or carnally preſent in, with, or under

the bread and wine in the Lord's ſupper ; and

yet are fpiritually prefent to the faith of the re-

ceiver, no leſs truly and really than the elements

themſelves are to their outward fenfes" ; fo they

that worthily communicate in the facrament of

the Lord's fupper, do therein feed upon the body

and blood of Chrift, not after a corporal or

carnal, but in a fpiritual manner ; yet truly and

really' , while by faith they receive and apply unto

themfelves Chrift crucified, and all the benefits of

his 'death".

Q. 171. How are they that receive thefacrament

of the Lord's fupper to prepare themselves before they

come unto it ?

A. They that receive the facrament of the

Lord's fupper are, before they come, to prepare

11. 23, 24. Mat. 26.

28. Eph. 2. 11 , 13.

26- livingbread, which came down

g Acts 3. 10. Whom the

heavens must receive, until the

times of reftitution of all

things.

h Gal. 3. I. Ofoolish Gala-

tians before whofe eyes Jefus

Chriſt hath been evidently fet

forth, crucified among you.

Heb. II. I.

i ohn 6. 51-53. I amthe

from heaven : if any man eat

of this bread he fhall live for

ever : and the bread that I

will give is my flesh, which I

wil give for the life of the

word. Except ye eat the fiefh

of the Son of man, and drink

his blood, ye have no life in

you.
k I Cor. 10, 16. See in d
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themſelves thereunto, by examining themſelves',

of their being in Chrift", oftheir fins and wants";

of the truth and meafure of their knowledge",

faith"; repentance , love to God and the bre-

thren', charity to all men', forgiving thofe that

have done them wrong', of their defires after

Chriſt', and of their new obedience" ; and by re-

11 Cor. II. 28. But let a

man examine himſelf, and fo

let him eat of that bread, and

drink that ofcup.

m 2 Cor. 13. 5. Examine

yourſelves, whether ye be in

the faith ; prove your own

felves ; know ye not your own

felves, bow that Jefus Chrift

is in you except ye be repro-

bates ?

n I Cor. 5. 7. Purge out

therefore the old leaven , that

ye may be a new lump, as

ye are unleavened. For even

Chrift our paffover, is facrificed

for us: Compared with Ex-

odus 12. 15.

o 1 Cor. 12. 29. Are all

apoftles ? are all prophets ? are

all teachers ? are all workers of

miracles ?

p 1 Cor. 13. 5. See above

in m.

q Zech. 12. 10. And I will

pour upon the houfe of David,

and upon the inhabitants of

Jerufalem, the Spirit of grace

and offupplications ; and they

fhall look upon me whomthey

have pierced ; and they fhall

mourn for him, as one mourn-

zth for bis onlyfon ; and fhall

E

be in bitterness for him, as one

that is in bittterness for his first-

born. I Cor. 12. 31. Forif

we would judge ourselves, we

fhould not be judged .

r I Cor. 10. 17. For we

being many, are one bread,

and one body, for we are ali

partakers of that one bread.

f 1 Cor. 5.8 . Therefore let

us keep the feaft, not with old

leaven, neither with the leaven

of malice and wickedness, but

with the unleavened bread of

fincerity and truth. 1 Cor. 11.

18, 20.

t Matt. 5. 23 , 24. There-

fore if thou bring thy gift to

the altar, and there remember-

eft , that thy brother hath ought

against thee ; leave there thy

gift beforethe altar, and gothy

way, firſt be reconciled to thy

brother, and then come, and

offer thy gift.

v John 7. 37.-Jefus ftood

and cried, faying, If any man

thirst, let him come unto me,

and drink Ifai. 55. 1. Luke

1. 53. He hath filled the hun-

gry with good things .

W I Cor. 5. 8. Therefore

let us keep the feat , not with

e
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newing the exerciſe of theſe graces , by ſerious

meditation , andfervent prayer².

Q. 172. May one who doubteth ofhis being in

Chrift, or of his due preparation, come tothe Lord's

fupper?

A. One who doubteth of his being in Chrift,

or of his due preparation to the facrament of the

Lord's fupper, may have true intereft in Chrift,

though he be not yet affured thereof" ; and in

God's account hath it, if he be duly affected with

the apprehenfion of the want of it , and unfeign-

edly defires to be found in Chriſt , and to depart

old leaven-but with the un-

leavened bread of fincerity and

truth.

x Heb. 10. 21 , 22. And ba-

wing an high priest over the

houfe of God, let us draw near

with a true heart, in full affu-

rance of faith, having our

hearts fprinkled from an evil

confcience, and our bodies

wafhed with pure water. v 24.

And let us confider oneanother,

to provoke unto love and to

good works. Pfal . 26, 6,

y 1 Cor. II. 24. This do,

in remembrance ofme.

z Matt. 26. 26.-Jefus took

bread and bleffed it. 2 Chron.

30. 18 , 19.

a Ifai. 50. 10. Who is among

you, that feareth the Lord,

that obeyeth the voice of his

fervant, that walketh in dark-

nefs and hath no light ? let

m trust in the name of the

Lord, and ftay upon his God.

I John 5. 13. Theſe things

have I written unto you that

believe on the name of the Son

ofGod : that ye may know that

ye have eternal life, and that ye

may believe on the name ofthe

Son of God.

b Ifai. 54. 7, 8-10. For a

fmall moment have I forfaken

thee, but with great mercies

will I gather thee. In a little

wrath 1 hid my face from thee,

for a moment ; but with ever

lafting kindneſs will I have

mercyon thee, faith the Lord,

thy Redeemer. For the moun-

tains fhall depart, and the hills

be removed, but my kindneſs

fhall not depart from thee, nei-

ther fhall the covenant of my

peace be removed, faith the

I.ord, that hath mercy on thee,

&c. Matt. 5. 3 , 4. Pfal . 31. 22.

c Pfal. 42. 11. Why art

thou caft down, O myfoul?
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from iniquity ; in which cafe (becauſe promifes

are made, and this facrament is appointed, for

the relief even of weak and doubting Christians )

he is to bewail his unbelief , and labour to have

his doubts refolved ; and, fo doing, he may and

ought to come to the Lord's fupper; that he may

be further ſtrengthened" .

Q. 173. May any who profefs the faith, and

defire to come to the Lord'sfupper be keptfrom it ?

A. Such as are found to be ignorant or fean-

dalous, notwithstanding their profeffion of the

faith, and defire to come to the Lord's fupper,

may and ought to be kept from that facrament by

the power which Chrift hath left in his church ,

and why art thou difquieted

within me? hope thou in God ,

for I fhall yet praiſe him , who

is the health ofmy countenance,

and my God.

d 2 Tim. 2. 19. Neverthe-

lefs the foundation of God

ftandeth fure, having this feal ,

The Lord knoweth them that

are his. And, Let every one

that nameth the name of Chriſt

depart from iniquity. Rom.

7. 24. 25. O wretched man

that I am, who fhall deliver

me from the body of this death!

I thank God thro' Jefus Chrift
our Lord.

e Matth. 26. 28. For this

is my blood, ofthe New Tefta-

ment, which is fhed for many

forthe remiffion of fins. Matt.

II. 28. Come unto me, all ye

that labour and are heavy la

den, and I will give you rel .

Ifai . 40. 11 , 29 , 31 .

f Mark 9. 24. - And faid

with tears, Lord I believe,

help thou mine unbelief.

g Acts 16.30. And brought

them out and faid, Sirs, what

muft I do to be faved ? &is

9. 6.

h I Cor. 11. 28. But let a

man examine himfelf, and fo

let him eat of that bread, and

drink ofthat cup. Matt, 11. 28.

i 1 Cor. 11. 29. Forhe that

eateth and drinketh unworthily,

eateth and drinketh damnation

[judgment]to himself, uot dif-

cerningthe Lord's body. 1 Cor.

5. 11. But now I have written

unto you, not to keep compa

ny, if any man that is called a

brother be a fornicator, or co

vetous, or an idolater, or a rail-

E e 2
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until they receive inſtruction , and manifeft their

reformation .

Q. 174. What is required of them that receive

thefacrament of the Lord'sfupper in thetime of the

adminiftration of it?

A. It is required of them that receive the fa-

crament of the Lord's fupper, that, during the

time of the adminiſtration of it, with all holy re-

verence and attention they wait upon God in

that ordinance', diligently obferve the facrament-

al elements and actions", heedfully difcern the

Lord's body", and affectionately meditate on his

death and fufferings" , and thereby ftir up them-

felves to a vigorous exercife of their graces" ; in

judging themſelves and forrowing for fin" ; in

er, or a drunkard, or an extor-

toner, with fuch an one, no

not to eat. Matth. 7, 6. Jude

v. 23,

1. Gal. 6. 1. Brethren, if a

man be overtaken in a fault ,

ye which are fpiritual, reſtore

fuch a one in the fpirit of

meeknefs ; confidering thyself,

left thou alfo be tempted.

I Heb. 12. 28. Wherefore we

receiving a kingdom which can-

not be moved, let us have

grace, whereby we may ferve

God acceptably, with reve-

rence and Godlyfear.Lev. 10 3 .

m Gal. 3. 1.-Before whofe

eyes Jefus Chrift hath been evi-

dentlyfet forth, crucified among

you.

n I Cor. 11. 29. For he

that eateth and drinketh un-

worthily, eateth and drinketh

damnation to himſelf, not dif-

cerningthe Lord's body.

o Luke 22. 19. And he took

bread, and gave thanks, and

brake it, and gave unto them,

faying, This is my body which

is given for you : this do in re-

membrance of me.

pEph. 3. 17, 18, 19. That

ye being rooted and grounded

in love ; may be able to com-

prehend with all faints, what is

the breadth, and length, and

depth, and height; andto know

the love ofChrift which paffeth

knowledge, that ye might be

filled with all the fulneſs of

God.

q 1 Cor 11. 31. For if we

would judge ourselves, we

fhould not be judged.

r Zech. 12. 10. And they

fhall look upon me, whom they
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earneſt hungering and thirſting after Chriſt ', feed-

ing on him by faith ' , receiving of his fulness" ;

truſting in his merits", rejoicing in his love , giv-

ing thanks for his grace' ; in renewing of their co-

venant with God", and love to all the faints".

Q 175 What is the duty ofChriftians, after

they have received thefacrament ofthe Lord'sfupper?

A. The duty of Chriſtians , after they have

received the facrament of the Lord's fupper, is

ſeriouſlyto confider how they have behaved them .

felves therein, and with what fuccefs" ; if they

find quickening and comfort, to blefs God for it ,

beg the continuance of it" , watch againſt relapſes",

have pierced, and they fhall

mourn .

fRev. 22. 17. And the Spi-

rit and the bride fay, Come.

And let him that heareth, fay,

Come; and let him that is a

thirst come ; and whofoever

will, let him take the water of

life freely.

t Gal. 2. 20. And the life

which I now live in the flesh,

I live by the faith of the Son of

God, who loved me, and gave

himfelffor me. John 6. 35.

v John I. 16. And of his ful .

nefs have all we received, and

grace for grace. Col. I. 19 .

w Phil. 3. 9. And be found

in him, not having mine own

righteoufnels which is of the

law, but that which is through

the faith of Chrift, the righte-

oufnefs, which is ofGodby faith.

x 1 Pet. I. 18. Whom hav-

ing not feen ye love ; in whom

though now ye fee him not,

yet believing, ye rejoice with

joy unfpeakable and full of

glory. 2 Chron. 30. 21.

y Pla. 22. 26. The meek fhall

cat and be fatisfied : they fhall

praife the Lord that feek him ;

your heart fhall live for ever.

z Jer. 50 5. Come, and let

usjoin ourſelves to the Lord in

a perpetual covenant that ſhall

not be forgotten . Pfa. 50. 5.

a I Cor. 10. 17. For we be-

ing many are one bread , and

one body ; for we are al ! par-

takers of that one bread. Acts

2. 42.

b 1 Cor. 11 , 17 , 30, 31. Pla,

73, 28.

c 2 Cor. 2. 14. Now thanks

be unto God, which always

caufeth us to triumph in Chriít.

Acts 2 .42, 46, 47.

Now thed Rom. 15. 13.

God of hope fill you with all

joy and peace in believing ,

that ye may abound in hope,

Ee 3
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fulfil their vows , and encourage themſelves to

a frequent attendance on that ordinances : but if

they find no prefent benefit, more exactly to re-

view their preparation for, and carriage at the fa-

crament"; in both which if they can approve

themfelves to God and their own confciences,

they are to wait for the fruit of it in due time' :

but if they fee they have failed in either, they

are to be humbled , and to attend upon it after-

ward with more care and diligence'.

Q. 176. Wherein do the facraments ofbaptifm

and the Lord'sfupper agree ?

A. The facraments of baptifm and the Lord's

through the power ofthe Holy

Ghoft. Pfa. 36. 10.

e I Cor. 10. 12. Wherefore,

let him that thinketh he ftand-

eth, take heed left he fall ,

Rom . 11. 20.

fPfa. 50. 14. Offer unto God

thanksgiving, and pay thy

vows unto the Most High.

g 1 Cor. 11. 25, 26. Pfa. 27.

Acts 2 42.4

h Pfal. 77. 6. I commune

with mine own heart, and my

fpirit made diligent fearch.

Pfa. 139. 23, 24. Search me,

O God, and know my heart ;

try me, and know my thoughts
:

And fee if there be any wicked

way in me, and lead me in the

way everlafting
.

i Pfal. 123. 1. 2. Unto thee

lift I up mine eyes, O thou that

dwelleft inthe heavens. Behold,

as the eyes of fervants look un-

to the hand of theirmafters ;

and as the eyes of a maiden un-

to the hand of her miſtreſs : fo

our eyes wait upon the Lord

our God, until that he have

mercy upon us. Ifai. 8. 17.

k Hof. 14. 2. Take with you

words, and turn to the Lord;

fay unto him, Take away all

iniquity, and receive us graci-

oufly; fo will we render the

calves of our lips. Hof. 6. 1 , 2.

1 2 Cor. 7. 11. For behold,

this felf-fame thing that yefor-

rowed after a godly fort, what

carefulneſs it wrought in you,

yea, what clearing of your

felves, yea, what indignation,

yea, what fear, yea, what ve-

hement defire, yea, what zeal,

yea, what revenge ? In all

things ye have approved your-

felves to be clear in this matter.

1 Chron. 15: 12-14.
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fupper agree, in that the author of both is God";

the fpiritual part of both is Chrift and his bene-

fits" ; both are feals of the fame covenant , are

to be diſpenſed by minifters of the gospel and by

none other , and to be continued in the church

of Chrift until his fecond coming .

Q. 177. Wherein do the facraments ofbaptifm

and the Lord'sfupper differ ?

A. The facraments of baptiſm and the Lord's

m Matt. 28. 19. Go ye there-

fore and teach all nations, hap-

tizing them in the name ofthe

Father, and of the Son, and of

the Holy Ghoft. 1 Cor. 11. 23.

For Ihave received ofthe Lord,

that which alſo I delivered unto

you, That the Lord Jefus, the

fame night in which he was

betrayed, took bread ; &c.

n Rom. 6. 3, 4. Know ye

not, that ſo many of us as were

baptizedinto Jefus Chrift, were

baptized into his death ? There-

fore we are buried with him

by baptifm into death ; that

like as Chrift was raifed up

from the dead by the glory of

the Father, even fo we alfo

fhould walk in newneſs of life.

1 Cor. 10. 16. The cup of blef-

fing, which we blefs , is it not

the communion of the blood of

Chrift ? The bread which we

break, is it not the communion

ofthe body of Chriſt ?

o Col. 2. II , 12. In whom

alfo ye are circumcifed with

the circumcifion made without

hands, in putting offthe body

of the fins of the flesh by the

circumcifion of Chrift ; buried

with him in baptiſm , wherein

alfo ye are arifen withhim thro'

the faith of the operation of

God, who hath raiſed himfrom

the dead. Compared with

Rom. 4. 11. Matt. 26. 27, 28.

And he tookthe cup, and gave

thanks, and gave it to them,

faying, Drink ye all of it ; for

this is my blood of the New

Teftament, which is fhed for

many for the remiffion of fins.

p Matt. 28. 19. Goye there-

fore and teach all nations, bap-

tizing them in the name ofthe

Father, and of the Son, and

ofthe Holy Ghoft. 1 Cor. 11. 23.

For I have received of the Lord,

that which alfo I delivered

unto you, That the Lord Jefus,

the fame night in which he was

betrayed, took bread. 1 Cor.

4. 1.. Let a man fo account of

us, as ofthe minifters of Chrift,

and ſtewards of the myfteries of

God, Heb. 5. 4.

q Matt. 28. 20. Teaching

them ( all nations) to obſerve

all things whatfoever I have

commanded you ; and lo, I am
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fupper differ, in that baptism is to be adminiſter-

ed but once, with water, to be a fign and feal of

our regeneration and ingrafting into Chrift , and

that even to infants' ; whereas the Lord's fupper

is to be adminiſtered often, in the elements of

bread and wine, to reprefent and exhibit Chrift

as fpiritual nouriſhment to the foul', and to con-

firm our continuance and growth in him", and

that only to fuch as are of years and ability to ex-

amine themſelves".

Q. 178. What is prayer ?

A. Prayer is an offering up of our defires un-

to God in the name of Chrift" , by the help

with you always, even to the

end of the world, 1 Cor. 11.

26. For as often as ye eat this

bread, and drink this cup, ye

do fhewthe Lord's death until

he come.

r Mat. 3. 11. I indeed hap-

tize you with water unto re-

pentance ; but he that cometh

after me is mightier than 1,

whole fhoes I am not worthy

to bear ; he fhall baptize you

with the Holy Ghoſt, and with

fire. Tit. 3. 5. Gal. 3. 27.

For as many of you as have

been baptized into Chrift, have

put on Chrift.

f Acts 2. 38, 39 Repent and

be baptized every one of you,

for the promiſe is unto you,

and to your children . I Cor.

7. 14. The unbelieving wife is

fanctified by the hufband, elfe

were your children unclean ;

but now are they holy.- See

Q. 166. letter o.

t1 Cor. II. 26. For as often

as ye eat this bread, and drink

this cup, ye do fhew the Lord's

death till he come. Col. 2.

19-Not holding the head, from

which all the body by joints

and bands having nourishment

miniftered, and knit together,

increaſeth with the increaſe of

God.

VICor. 10. 16. The cup of

bleffing which we blefs, is it

not the communion of the

blood of Chrift ?—The bread

which we break, is it not the

communion of the body of

Chrift ? Eph. 4. 15, 16.

w I Cor. II. 28, But let a

man examine himſelf, and fo

let him eat of that bread, and

drink of that cup.

x Pfal. 62. 8. Truft in him
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of his Spirit ; with confeffion of our finsª, and

shankful acknowledgement of his mercies .

Q. 179. Are we to pray unto God only?

A. God only being able to ſearch the heart",

hear the requeſt , pardon the fins , and fulfil the

defires of all ; and only to be believed in³, and

worſhipped with religious worſhip" : prayer, which

at all times ; ye people, pour

out your heart before him :

God is a refuge for us.

y John 16. 23, 24. Whatfo-

ever ye fhall afk the Father

in my name, he will give it

you. Hitherto have ye afked

nothing in my name: ask,

and ye fhall receive, that your

joy may be full,

z Rom. 1. 26. Likewife the

Spirit alfo helpeth our infirmi-

ties, for weknow not what we

fhould pray for as we ought ;

but the Spirit itſelf maketh in

terceffionfor us with groanings,

which cannot be uttered.

a Dan. 9. 4. And I prayed

unto the Lord my God, and

made my confeffion. Pfal. 32.

5, 6.- faid, I will confefsmy

tranfgreffions unto the Lord,

and thou forgaveft the iniquity

of my fin ; Selah. For this ſhall

every one that is godly pray

unto thee, in a time when thou

mayeft be found.

b Phil. 6. In every thing

by prayer and fupplication with

thanksgiving, let your requeſts
be made known unto God.

•• c 1 Kings 8. 39. Thou, even

thou only knoweft the hearts of

all the children ofmen. Acts 1.

24. And they prayed and faid,

Thou, Lord, which knoweft

the hearts of all men, fhew

whether of theſe two thou hast

chofen . Rom. 8. 27.

d Pfal. 65.2. O thou that

heareft prayer, unto thee ſhall

all fleſh come.

e Mic. 7. 18. Who is a God

like unto thee, that pardoneth

iniquity, and paffeth by the

tranfgreffion ofthe remnant of

his heritage ?

f Pfal. 145. 16, 19. Thou

openeft thine hand, and fatis

fieft the defire of every living

thing. He will fulfil the defire

of them that fear him.

g 2 Sam. 22. 31 , 32.-Who

is God, fave the Lord? and who

is a rock, fave our God ? John

14. 1. Let not your hearts be

troubled ; ye believe in God.

h Matt. 4. 10. Then faith

Jefus unto him, Get thee hence,

Satan ; for it is written Thou

fhalt worship the Lord thy

God, and him only ſhalt thou

ferve.
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is a special part thereof , is to be made by all to

him alone , and to none other'.

Q. 180. Whatis it topray in the name ofChrift?

A. To prayin the name of Chriſt , is, in obe-

dience to his command, and in confidence on his

promiſes, to aſk mercy for his fake": not by

bare mentioning of his name" ; but by drawing

our encouragement to pray, and our boldness,

ftrength, and hope of acceptance in prayer, from

Chrift and his mediation".

Q. 181. Why are we to pray in the name of

Chrift ?

A. The finfulneſs of man, and his diftance

from God by reafon thereof, being fo great, as

that he can have no accefs into his prefence

ir Cor 1. 2. Unto the

church of God, which is at Co-

rinth, to them that are fancti-

fied in Chrift Jefus, called to

be faints, with all that in every

place call upon the name of

Jefus Chrift our Lord, both

theirs and ours.

k Ifai, 42. 8. I am the Lord :

that is my name ; andmyglory

will I not give to another, nei-

thermypraifeto graven images.
Luke 8. Pfa. 50. 15.

1 Jer. 3. 23. Truly in vain is

falvation hoped for from the

hills, and from the multitude

of mountains ; truly in the

Lord our God is the falvation

of Ifrael. Jer. 14. 22. Rom.

10. 14.

m John 14. 13 , 14. And

whatſoever ye shall afk in my

name, that will I do, that the

Father may be glorified in the

Son. Ifye shall afk any thing in

my name, I will do it. Dan. 4.

17.

n Luke 6. 46. And why call

ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not

the things which I ſay ? Matth.

7. 21.

o Heb. 4. 14, 15, 16. See-

ing then that we have a great

high priest , that is paffed into

the heavens, Jefus the Son of

God, let us hold faſt our pro-

feflion. For we have not an

high priest which cannot be

touched with the feeling of our

infirmities ; but was in all
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without a mediator", and there being none in

heaven or earth appointed to, or fit for, that glo-

rious work but Chrift alone , we are to pray in

no other name but his only".

Q. 182. How doth the Spirit help us topray ?

A. We not knowing what to pray for as we

ought, the Spirit helpeth our infirmities, by

enabling us to underſtand both for whom, and

what, and how prayer is to be made ; and by

working and quickening in our hearts (although

not in all perfons, nor at all times in the fame

meaſure) thoſe apprehenfions , affections and

graces, which are requifite for the right perfor

mance of that duty'.

points tempted like as we are,

yet without fin. Let us there-

fore come boldly unto the

throne of grace, that we may

obtain mercy, and find grace

to help in time of need. I John

5. 13, 14, 15.

PJohn 14. 6. Jefus faith unto

him, I am the way, and the

truth, and the life ; no man

cometh unto the Father but

by me. Eph. 3. 12. In whom

we have boldneſs and accefs

with confidence by the faith
of him .

q Heb. 7. 25, 27, 28. Where-

fore he isable alfo to fave them

to the uttermoft, that come un-

to God by him, feeing he ever

liveth to make interceffion for

them . For fuch an high priest

became us, who is holy, harm-

lefs, undefiled , feparate from

finners, and made higher than

the heavens; who needeth not

daily, as thofe high priests, to

offer up facrifice, first for his

own fins, and then for the peo-

ple's : for this he did once,

when he offered up himſelf.

1 Tim, 2. 5. For there is one

God, and one mediator be

tween God and men, the man

Chrift Jefus. John 6. 27.

r Col. 3. 17. And whatfo-

ever ye do, in word or deed,

do all in the name of the Lord

Jefus, giving thanks to God,

and the Father by him. Heb.

13. 15. By him therefore let

us offer the facrifice of praiſe

to God continually, that is , the

fruit of our lips, giving thanks

to his name.

f Rom. 8. 26. Likewiſe the

Spirit alfo helpeth our infir-

mities ; for we know not what

weſhould pray for as we ought:
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Q. 183. For whom are we to pray ?

A. We are to pray for the whole church of

Chriſt upon earth , for magiftrates' and mini-

fters", for ourſelves , our brethren , yea our

enemies' ; and for all forts of men living , or

that ſhall live hereafter ; but not for the dead ,

nor for thoſe that are known to have finned the

fin unto death".

Q. 184. For what things are we to pray ?

A. We are to pray for all things tending to

the glory of God", the welfare of the church ,

Butthe Spirit itſelf maketh in-

terceffion for us, with grean-

ings which cannot be uttered,

&c. Pfal. 80. 18. Quicken

us, and we will call upon thy

name. Pfal. 10. 17. Zech. 12.

10.

t Eph. 6. 18. Praying al-

ways with all prayer and fup-

plication in the Spirit, and

watching thereunto with all

perfeverance, and fupplication

for all faints. Pfal. 28. 9. Save

thy people, and bleſs thine in-

heritance; feed them alfo, and

lift them up for ever.

VI Tim. 2. I I exhort

therefore, that firft of all, fup-

plications, prayers, interceffions,

and giving of thanks be made

for all men; for kings, and

for all that are in authority.

w 2 Theff. 3. I. Finally,

brethren, pray for us, that the

word of the Lord may have

free courfe, and be glorified ,

even as it is with you ; &c.

Col. 4. 3.

x Gen. 32. 11. Deliver me,

I pray thee, from the hand of

my brother, from the hand of

Elau ; for I fear him, left he

will come and fmite me, and

the mother with the children.

y Jam. 5. 16. Pray one for

another, that ye may be healed .

2 Theff. 1. 11.

z Matth. 5 44. Pray for

them that deſpitefully uſe you,

and perfecute you.

a 1 Tim. 2. I , 2. (See above

in v. )

b John 17. 20. Neither pray

I for thefe alone, but for them

alfo who fhall believe on me

through their word. 2 Sam.

7. 29.

c 2 Sam. 12. 23. But now

he is dead, wherefore ſhould I

fast ? Can I bring him back a-

gain ? I fhall go to him , but he

fhall not return to me.

d 1 John 5. 16. There is a

fin unto death ; I do not fay

that he fhall pray for it.

e Matth. 6. 9. Our Father

who art in heaven, Hallowed

he thy name. Pfal. 51. 18.
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our own or others good" ; but not for anything

that is unlawful'.

Q. 185. How are we to pray ?

A.We are to pray with an awful apprehenfion

of the majeſty of God , and deep fenfe ofour own

unworthiness ', neceffities" and fins" ; with peni-

tent", thankful and enlarged hearts ; with un-

fPfal. 51. 18. Do good in thy

good pleaſure unto Zion , build

thou the walls of Jerufalem.

Pfal . 122. 6. Pray for the peace

of Jerufalem ; they fhail prof-

perthat love thee."

g Matt. 7. 11. Ifye then, be-

ing evil, know how to give

good gifts unto your children,

how much more fhall your

Father which is in heaven give

good things to them that afk

him ?

h Pfal. 125. 4. Do good,

O Lord, unto thofe that be

good; and to them that are

upright intheir hearts. 1 Theff.

5. 23. and 2 Theff. 3. 16.

i John 5. 14. And this is

the confidence that we have in

him, that if we ask any thing

according to his will he heareth

us. Jam. 4. 3. Ye afk and

receivenot, becauſe ye afk amifs.

k Pfal. 33. 8. Let all the

earth fearthe Lord : let all the

inhabitants of the world ſtand

in awe of him. Pfal. 95. 6.

O come, let us worship and

bowdown ; let us kneel before

the Lord our Maker.

1 Gen. 18. 27. And Abraham

anfwered and faid, Behold, now

I have taken upon me to fpeak

unto the Lord,

duft and aſhes.

which am but

Pfal. 144. 3.

m Pfal. 86. 1. Bow down

thine car, O Lord, hear me ;

for I am poor and needy . Luke

15 17.

n Pfal. 130. 3. Ifthou, Lord,

fhouldeft mark iniquities, O

Lord, who fhall ftand? Luke

18. 13. Andthe publican ſtand-

ing afar offwould not lift up fo

much as his eyes unto heaven,

but fmote upon his breaſt , fay-

ing . God be merciful to me a

finner.

o Pfal. 51. 17. The facri-

fices ofGod are a broken fpirit ;

a broken and a contrite heart,

O God, thou wilt not defpife.

Zech. 12. 10, & c.

p Phil. 4. 6. In everything

byprayer andfupplication , with

thankfgiving, let your requeſts

be made known unto God.

Theff. 5. 18.

I

q Pfal. 81. 10. Open thy

mouth wide, and I will fill it.

Eph. 3. 20, 21. Now unto him

that is able to do exceeding

abundantly above all that we

afk or think, according to

the power that worketh in us,

unto him be glory in the

church, &c.

Ff
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derſtanding", faith , fincerity', fervency", love",

and perfeverance , waiting upon him' with hum-

ble fubmiffion to his will".

Q. 186. What rule hath God givenfor our di-

rection in the duty ofprayer?

A. The whole word of God is of ufe to direct

us in the duty of praying ; but the ſpecial rule

of direction is that form of prayer which our

Saviour Chrift taught his difciples , commonly

called , The Lord's Prayer".

Q. 187. How is the Lord's prayer to be uſed?

A. The Lord's prayer is not only for direction,

as a pattern according to which we are to make

other prayers ; but may be alſo uſed as a prayer,

rI Cor. 14. 15. What is it

then ? 1 will pray with the fpi-

rit, and I will pray with the

underſtanding alfo.

fHeb. 10. 22. Let us draw

near-in full affurance of faith,

&e. Jam. 1. 6. But let him afk

in faith, nothing wavering.

At Heb. 10. 22. Let us draw

near with a true heart. Pfal.

145. 18. The Lord is nigh unto

all them that call upon him,-

in truth. Pfal. 17. I. John 4. 24.

vJam. 5.16. The effectual

fervent prayer of a righteous

man availeth much.

-

wi Tim. 2. 8. I will there-

fore that menpray every where,

lifting up holy hands, without

wrath and doubting. Matt. 5.

23. 24.

x Eph. 6. 18. Praying al-

wayswith all prayer and fup-

plication in the Spirit, and

watching thereunto" with all

perfeverance.

y Mic. 7. 7. Therefore I will

look unto the Lord ; I will

wait for the God ofmy falva-

tion ; my God will hear me.

z Matt. 26. 39. And he

went a little further, and fell

on his face, and prayed, fay

ing, O my Father, ifit be pof-

fible, let this cup pafs from me:

nevertheleſs, not as I will, but

as thou wilt.

a 2 Tim. 3, 16, 17. All fcrip

ture is given by infpiration of

God, and is profitable for doc

trine, that the man of God

may be perfect, throughly

furniſhed unto all good works.

1 John 5. 14.

h Matt. 6.9, 10, 11, 12, 13.

Luke 11. 2, 3, 4›
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ſo that it be done with underſtanding, faith, re-

verence, and other graces neceffary to the right

performance ofthe duty of prayerº.

Q. 188. Of how many parts doth the Lord's

prayer confift ?

A. The Lord's prayer confifts of three parts,

a preface, petitions, and a conclufion.

Q. 189. What doth the preface of the Lord's

prayer teachus ?

A. The preface of the Lord's prayer (contain-

ed in theſe words, Our Father who art in heaven")

teacheth us, when we pray, to draw near to God

with confidence of his fatherly goodness, and our

intereft therein ; with reverence, and all other

child - like difpofitions , heavenly affections , and

due apprehenfions of his fovereign power, majef-

ty and gracious condefcenfion" : as alſo to pray

with and for others '.

e Matt. 6. 9. After this man-

ner, pray ye. Luke 11. 2. When

ye pray, fay, our Father, &c.

d Matt. 6.9.

e Luke 11. 13. If ye then

being evil, know how to give

good gifts unto your children ;

how much more fhall your hea-

venly Father give the Holy

Spirit to them that afk him ?

Rom. 8. 15.

f Pfal. 95. 6, 7. Letus kneel

before the Lord our Maker, for

he is our God ; and we are the

people of his paſture, and the

theep ofhis hand . Ifai. 64.9.

Lam. 3. 41. Let us lift up our

heart, with our hands unto

God in the heavens.

h Pfal. 104. I, 2, 3. Blefs

the Lord, O my foul : O Lord

my God, thou art very great ;

thou art clothed with honour

andmajefty. Ifai . 63. 15. Look

down from heaven, and behold

from the habitation ofthy ho

linefs and of thy glory: where

is thy zeal and thy ftrength,

the founding of thy bowels,

and ofthymercies towards me?

are they restrained ? Pfal. 113

4, 5, 6.

g Pfal. 123. I. Unto thee i Acts 12. 5. Peter therefore

lift I up mine eyes, O thou was kept in prifon ; but prayer

that dwelleft in the heavens, was made without ceafing of

Ff2



328 THE LARGE
R

CATEC
HISM .

Q. 190. What do we pray for in the firft pe-

tition ?

A. In the first petition (which is , Hallowed be

thy name ) acknowledging the utter inability and

indifpofition that is in ourfelves and all men to ho-

nour God aright', we pray, that God would by

his grace enable and incline us and others to

know, to acknowledge , and highly to eſteem

kim", his titles", attributes" , ordinances, word",

works, and whatſoever he is pleaſed to make

himſelf known by ; and to glorify him in thought,

word" and deed' : That he would prevent and re-

the church unto God for him. mory of thy great goodness,

Zech. 8. 21.

k Matt. 6.9.

12 Cor. 3. 5. Not that we

are fufficient of ourselves to

think any thing as ofourſelves :

but our fufficiency is of God.

Pfal. 51. 15. O Lord, open

thou my lips, and my mouth

fhall fhew forth thy praiſe.

m Pfal. 67. 2, 3. That thy

way maybeknown upon earth,

thy faving health among all na-

tions. Let the people praife

thee, O God ; let all the peo-

ple praife thee. Pfal. 72. 19 .

Let the whole earth be filled

with his glory. Fph. 3. 20, 21.

n Pfal. 83. 18. That men .

may know, that thou, whofe

name alone is Jehovah , " art the

Moft High over all the earth.

o Pfal. 145. 6, 7 , 8. And

men fhall fpeak ofthe might of

thy terrible acts ; and I will

declare thy greatnefs. They

fhall abundantly utter the me-

and fhall fing of thy righteouf-

nefs. The Lord is gracious and

full of compaflion ; flow to

anger, and ofgreat mercy, &c.

Pfal . 86. 1c. 15.

p 2 Theff. 3. 1. Finally,

brethren, pray for us, that the

word of the Lord may have

free courfe and be glorified,

even as it is with you. Pfal.

107. 31 , 32 - Let them exalt

him alfo in the congregation

of the people, and praile him

in the affembly of the elders.

2 Cer. 2. 14.

q Pfal. 145. and 8. Through

our.

r Pfal. 19. 14. Let the words

of my mouth, and the meditati-

on of myheart be acceptable in

thy fight, O Lord, my ſtrength

and my redeemer.

f Phil. I. 11. Being filled

withthe fruits of righteoufnefs,

which are by Jefus Chrift unto

the glory and praife of God.
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move atheiſm ' , ignorance", idolatry" , profane-

nefs , and whatfoever is difhonourable to him" ;

and, by his over-ruling providence , direct and

difpofe of all things to his own glory".

Q. 191. What do we pray for in the fecond.

petition?

A. Inthe fecond petition (which is, Thy king-

dom come" ) acknowledging ourſelves and all man-

kindto be by nature under the dominion of fin

and Satan', we pray, that the kingdom of fin and

Satan may be ,destroyed , the gofpel propagated .

t Pfal. 79. 10. Wherefore

hould the heathen fay, Where

is their God ? Let him be

known among the heathen in

our fight. Pfal. 67. 1-4.

v Eph. 1. 17 , 18. Thatthe

God of our Lord Jefus Chrift ,

the Father of glory, may give

unto you the fpirit of wildom

and revelation in the know-

ledge of him: the eyes ofyour

underſtanding being enlight-

ened, &c.

w Pfal . 97. 7. Confounded

be all they that ferve graven

images, that boaft themſelves

ofidols, worship him all yegods.

x Pfal. 74. 18, 22. Remem-

ber this, that the enemy hath

reproached, O Lord, and that

the foolish people have blaf-

phemed thy name. Arife, O

God, plead thine own caufe,

remember how the foolish man

reproacheth thee daily.

y Jer. 14. 21. For thy name's

fake ,do not difgrace the throne

of thy glory. 2 Kings 19. 16.

z Ifai. 64. 1. 2. Oh that

thou wouldeft rend the hea-

vens, that thou wouldeſt come

downthatthe mountains might

flow down at thy prefence!.

To make thy name known to

thine adverfaries, that the na..

tions may tremble at thy pre-

fence. 2 Chron . 20. 6, 10, 11,

12.

a Matt. 6. 10% -

b Eph. 2. 2, 3. Whereinin

time paſt ye walked according

to the courfe of this world, ac

cording to the prince of the

powerof the air, the spirit that

now worketh inthe children of

difobedience : among whom------

wealfo had our converfation in

times pafts in the lufts of our

flesh; fulfilling the defires of

the flesh, and of the mind; and

were by nature the children of

wrath, even as others.

c Pfal. 68. 1. Let God arife,,

let his enemies be fcattered : let:

them alfo that hate him, fee

before him. Rev. 12. 99.

Ff 3.
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throughout the world , the Jews called , the ful-

nefs of the Gentiles brought in'; the church fur-

nished with all gofpel -cfficers and ordinances ,

purged from corruption", countenanced and

maintained by the civil magistrate' : That the or-

dinances of Chrift may be purely diſpenſed, and

made effectual to the converting of thoſe that are

yet in their fins, and the confirming, comfort-

ing and building up of thoſe that are already con-

verted : That Chrift would rule in our hearts

here , and haften the time of his fecond coming,

d 2 Theff. 3.1. Finally , bre-

thren, pray for us, that the

word of the Lord may have

free courfe, and be glorified,

even as it is with you. Pfal.

67. 2.

e Rom. 10. 1. Brethren , my

heart's defire, and prayer to

God for Ifrael is, that they

might be faved.

Rom. 11. 25. For I would

not, brethren , that ye fhould

be ignorant of this mystery

that blindness in part is hap-

pened to Ifrael , until the fulneſs

of the Gentiles be come in.

Pfal. 67. 1. & c.

g Matt. 9. 38. Pray ye

therefore the Lord of the har-

veft that he will fend forth la-

bourers into his harveſt.

h Eph. 5. 26, 27. That he

might fanctify and cleanſe it

with the washing of water by

the word, that he might prefent

it to himself a glorious church,

not havingfoot, or wrinkle , or

any fuch thing; but that it

fhould be holyand without ble-

mith. Mal. I. II

i 1 Tim. 2. 1 , 2. I exhort,

therefore, that first of all fup-

plications, prayers, intercef-

fions, and giving of thanks be

made for all men ; for kings,

and for all that are in authority,

that we may lead a quiet and

peaceable life, in all godliness

and honesty. Ifai . 49. 23.

k 2 Cor. 4. 2 - Nor handling

the word of God deceitfully,

but by manifeftation of the

truth , commending ourſelvesto

every man's confcience in the

fight of God . Acts 26. 18. To

open their eyes, and to turn

them from darknefs to light,

and from the power of Satan

unto God, that they may re-

ceive forgiveness of fins, and

inheritance among them which

are fanctified. 2 Theff 2. 16,

17. Now our Lord Jefus Chriſt

himſelf, and God, even our

Father, comfort your hearts,

and eſtabliſh you in every good

word and work,

1 Eph. 3. 14, 17. For this

caufe I bow my knees unto the

Father ofourLord Jefus Chrift,
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and our reigning with him for ever : And that

he would be pleafed fo to exercife the kingdom

of his powerin all the world, as may beſt con-

duce to thefe ends".

Q. 192. What do weprayfor in the thirdpeti-

tion ?

A. In the third petition (which is , Thy wil

be done on earth as it is in heaven ) acknowledging

that by nature we and all men are not only utterly

unable and unwilling to know and do the will of

God", but prone to rebel against his word , to

repine and murmur against his providence" , and

wholly inclined to do the will of the fleth, and of

the devil ' : We pray, that God would by his Spirit

take away from ourſelves and others all blind-

-that Chrift may dwell in your the lawof God, neither indeed

hearts by faith.- can be.

m Rev. 22. 20. He which

teftifieth theſe things, faith,

Surely I come quickly. Amen.

Even fo come Lord Jeíus. 2

Tim. 2. 12. If we fuffer, we

fhall alfo reign with him.-

n Pfal. 45. 3, 4. Gird thy

fword upon thy thigh, O moft

mighty; with thy glory and

shy majefty. See letter z.

o Matt. 6. 10.

p 1 Cor. 2. 14. The natural

man receiveth not the things

of the Spirit of God; for they

are fooliſhneſs unto him ; nei-

ther canhe knowthem , becauſe

they are fpiritually difcerned.

Rom. 8. 5, 8.

q Rom. 8. 7. Becauſe the

carnal mind is enmity againſt

God; for it is not fubject to

r Matt. 20. II, 12. And

when they had received it,

they murmured against the

good-man of the houfe, fay-

ing, Thefe laft have wrought

but one hour, and thou hast

made them equaluntous, which

have borne the burden and heat

of the day. Pfal . 73. 3. I was

envious atthe foolish, when I

faw the profperity of the

wicked.

f Eph. 2. 2, 3 ( See letter b) .

Tit . 3. 3. For we ourselves alfo

were fometimes foolish , difo-

bedient, deceived, ferving di-

vers lufts and pleaſures, &c.

t Eph. 1. 17. That the God

of our Lord Jefus Chrift, the

Father of glory, may give un

to you the ſpirit of wiſdom and
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nefs , weakneſs', indiſpoſednefs"; and perverfe-

nefs of heart , and by his grace make us able and

willing, to know, do, and fubmit to his will in

all things , with the like . humility , cheerful-

nefs", faithfulnefs", diligence , zeal ,, fincerity ,

and conſtancy, as the angels do in heaven",

revelation in the knowledge of

him, the eyes of your under-

ftanding being enlightened , &c.

v Eph. 3. 16. That he would .

grant you, according to the

riches of his glory , to be

ftrengthened with might by his

Spirit in the inner man

w Matt. 26. 40 , 41. And

he cometh unto the difciples,

and findeth them afleep, and

faith unto Peter, What, could

ye not watch with me one hour?

Watch and pray, that ye enter

not into temptation : the fpirit

indeed is willing, but the flesh

is weak Rom. 7. 24. 25.

x Ezek. 11. 19. And I will

take the ftony heart out of

their fleſh, and will give them

an heart of flesh . Jer. 31. 18.

Thou haft chaftifed me, and I

was chaftifed , as a bullock un-

accuſtomed to the yoke : turn

thou me and I shall be turned ;

for thou art the Lord my God.

y Pfal. 119. 35. Make me to

go inthepath ofthy command

ments; fortherein do I delight.

Acts 21. 14. And when he

would not be perfuaded, we

ceafed faying, The will ofthe

Lord be done. 1 Sam. 3. 18.

z Pfal . 123 2. Behold, as the

eyes of fervants look unto the

hand of their mafters, and as

the eyes of a maiden unto the

hand of her mistress ; ſo our

eyes wait upon the Lord our

Gosi. Pfal. 131. 2. Mic. 6. 8.

a Pfal. 100. 2. Serve the

Lord with gladness ; come be-

fore his prefence with finging.

b Ifai. 38. 3. Remember now,

O Lord, I befeech thee, how I

have walked before thee in

truth, and with a perfect heart,

and have done that which is

good in thy fight . Eph. 6. 6.

Doing the will of God from the

heart.

c Pfal. 119. 4.

d Rom. 12. 1, Not flothfol

in bafinefs, fervent in fpirit;

ferving the Lord.

e 2 Cor. I 12. Our re-

joicing is this, the teftimony of

our confcience, that in fimpli-

city and godly fincerity, not

with fleshly wifdom, but by the

grace of God, we have hadour

converfation in the world.

f Pfal. 119. 112. I have in

clined mine heart to perform

thy ftatutes always, even to the

end. Rom. 2. 7. To them who

by patient continuance in well-

doing, feek for glory, and he-

nour, andimmortality ; eternal

life.

g Pfal. 103. 20, 21, 22. Blefs

the Lord, ye his angels, that

excel in ftrength, that do his

commandments, hearkening

3
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tition ?

193. Whatdo we pray for in thefourthpe

A. In the fourth petition (which is, Give us

this day our daily bread" ) acknowledging that in

Adam, and by our own fin, we have forfeited our

right to all the outward bleffings of this life , and

deferve to be wholly deprived of them by God,

and to have them curfed to us in the ufe of them ' ,

and that neither they of themſelves are able to

ſuſtain us ' , nor we to merit', or by our own in-

duftry to procure them" ; but prone to defire",

get", and uſe them unlawfully' : We pray for

ourſelves and others, that both they and we,

waiting upon the providence of God from day to

day in the uſe of lawful means, may of his free

unto the voice of his word.

Blefs ye the Lord, all ye his

hofts, ye minifters of his that

Ido his pleafure. Bless the

Lord, O my foul. Dan. 7. 10.

h Matt. 6. II.

i Gen. 3 17. And unto

Adam he faid,-Curfed is the

ground for thy fake; in forrow

fhalt thou eat of it all the days

of thy life. Lam. 3. 22. It is

ofthe Lord's mercies that we

are not confumed, becauſe his

compaffions fail not. Deut. 18.

15. tothe end.

k Deut. 8. 3. And he hum-

bled thee, and fuffered thee to

hunger, and fed thee with

manna, that he might make

thee know, that man doth not

live bybread only, but by every

word that proceedeth out ofthe

mouth of the Lord doth man

live..

1 Gen. 32. 10. I am not wor-

thy of the leaft of all thy mer-

cies, and of all the truth, which

thou haft fhewed unto thy fer-

vant .

m Deut. 8. 18. But thou

fhalt remember the Lord thy

God : for it is he that giveth

thee power to get wealth.

Prov. 10. 22.

n Luke 12. 15. Take heed

and beware of covetousness.

Jer. 6. 13.

oHof. 12. 7.He isamerchant,

the balances of deceit are in his

hand, he loveth to oppreſs,

P James 4. 3. Ye afk and

receive not, becauſe ye afk a-

mifs, that ye may confume it

upon y our lufts.
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gift, and as to his fatherly wifdom ſhall ſeem beft,

enjoy a competent portion of them , and have

the fame continued and bleffed unto us in our ho-

ly comfortable ufe of them', and contentment in

them' ; and be kept from all things that are con-

trary to our temporal fupport and comfort'.

Q. 194. What do we prayfor in the fifth peti-

'tion?

A. Inthe fifth petition (which is , Forgive us our

debts as we forgive our debtors ) acknowledging

that we and all others are guilty both of original

and actual fin, and thereby become debtors to

the juſtice of God, and that neither we nor any

other creature can make the leaſt fatisfaction for

that debt" : We pray for ourſelves and others,

q Gen, 28. ao. And Jacob

vowed a vow, faying, If God

will be with me, and will keep

me in this way that I go, and

will give me bread to eat, and

raiment toput on, then fhall the

Lord be my God. Jam. 4. 13,

15. Go to now ye that fay,

To-day or to-morrow we will

go into fuch a city, and conti-

nue there a year, and buy and

fell and get gain ; For that ye

ought to fay, If the Lord will,

we fhall live and do this or

that. Pfal. 90. 17. And let the

beauty of the Lord our God be

upon us, and establish thou the

work of our hands upon us,

yea, the work of our hands

eftablish thou it. Pfal, 144

12--15.

r1 Tim. 4. 4, 5. Every crea-

ture of God is good, and no-

thing to be refuſed, if it be re-

ceived with thankſgiving ; for

it is fanctified by the word of

God, and prayer. Prov. 10. 22.

f1 Tim. 6. 6, 8. Godliness

with contentment is great gain.

And having food and rai

ment let us be therewith con-

tent.

t Prov. 30. 8, 9. Remove

far from me vanity and lies-

feed me with food convenient

for me ; left I be full and deny

thee, and fay, Whois the Lord?

or left I be poor, and fteal ,

and take the name ofmy God

in vain.

v Matt. 6. 12.

w Matt. 18. 24. And when
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that God of his free grace would, through the o-

bedience and fatisfaction of Chrift apprehended

and applied by faith, acquit us both from the

guilt and puniſhment of fin , accept us in his

Beloved', continue his favour and grace to us ,

pardon our daily failings , and fill us with peace

and joy, in giving us daily more and more affur-

ance of forgiveneſs , which we are the rather

emboldened to afk, and encouraged to expect ,

when we have this teftimony in ourſelves, that

we from the heart forgive others their offences .

he had begun to reckon, one

was brought unto him , which

owed him ten thousand talents.

Rom. 5. 19. By one man's dif-

obedience many were made

finners. Rom. 3 9-19 We

have before proved both Jews

and Gentiles, that they are all

under fin. That every mouth

may be ſtopped, and all the

world may become guilty be-

fore God. Pfal. 13c. 3. If thou,

Lord, fhouldéft mark iniquitics,

O Lord, who fhall ftand? Mic.

6. 6, 7.

x Rom. 5. 19.By the obe-

dience of one fhall many be

made righteous. Rom. 3. 24,

25. Being juſtified freely byhis

grace, through the redemption

that is in Chrift Jefus ; whom

God hath fet forth to be apro-

pitiation through faith in his

blood, to declare his righteouf-

nefs for the remiffion of fins

that are paft, through the for-

bearance ofGod. Acts 13. 39.

yEph. 1. 6. To the praife of

the glory of his grace, wherein

he hath made us accepted in

the Beloved.

z 2 let, 1. 2. Grace and

peace be multiplied unto you,

through the knowledge ofGod,

and of Jefus our Lord.

a Hof. 14. 2 Take with

you words, and turn to the

Lord: fay unto him , Take

away all iniquity, and receive

us gracioufly. Pfal. 143. 2. En-

ter not into judgment with thy

fervant, for in thy fight fhall

no man living be juſtified. Pfal.

130. 3.

b Rom. 15. 13. Nowthe

God of hope fill you with all

joy and peace in believing, that

ye mayabound inhope through

the power of the Holy Ghoft.

Rom. 5. 1 , 2. Pfal. 15. 7-12.

c Luke 11. 4. And forgive

us our fins ; for we alfo forgive

every one that is indebted to

us. Matt. 18. 35. So like-

wifefhallmyheavenlyFather do

alfo unto you, ifye, from your,
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Q. 195. What do weprayfor in the fixth peti

tion ?

A. In the fixth petition (which is, And lead

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil" ) ac-

knowledging that the most wife, righteous and

gracious God, for divers holy and juſt ends, may

fo order things, that we may be affaulted, foil-

ed, and for a time led captive by temptations ;

that Satan , the world" and the fleſh, are ready

powerfully to draw us afide, and enfnare us ; and

that we, even after the pardon of our fins, by

reafon of our corruption', weakneſs and want of

watchfulnefs", are not only fubject to be tempt-

ed, and forward to expofe ourſelves unto temp-

tations', but alſo of ourſelves unable and un-

willing to refift them, to recover out of them,

hearts, forgive not every one

his brother their trefpafies.

Matt. 6. 14, 15.

d Matt. 6. 13.

e 2 Chron. 32. 31. God left

him to try him, that he might

know all that was in his heart.

Job. 2. 6. And the Lord faid

unto Satan, Behold, he is in

thine hand; but fave his life.

f Pet. 5. 8. Be fober, be

vigilant ; becauſe your adver-

fary the devil, as a roaring lion,

walketh about, feeking whom

he may devour. Job 2. 2.

g Luke 21. 34. And take

heed to yourſelves, left at any

time your hearts be over

charged with furfeiting and

drunkenneſs, and cares of

this life, and fo that day come

upon you unawares. Mark 4.

19.

h Jam. 1. 14. Every man is

tempted, whenhe is drawn away

ofhis own luft , and enticed.

i Gal. 5. 17. For the flesh

lufteth againſt the ſpirit, and

the fpirit against the flesh ;

and theſe are contrary the one

to the other ; fo that ye cannot

do the things that ye would.

Rom. 7. 18.

k Matt. 26. 41. Watch and

pray that ye enter, not into

temptation ; the ſpirit indeed

is willing, but the flesh is weak.

1Eccl. 9. 12. Man alfo know.

eth not his time ; as the fiſhes

that are taken in an evil net,

and as the birds that are caught

in the fnare, ſo are the fons of
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and to improve them" ; and worthy to be left

under the power of them" : We pray, that God

would fo over-rule the world and all in it , fub-

due the flesh", and reftrain Satan", order all

things' , beſtow and bless all means of grace ,

and quicken us to watchfulneſs in the ufe of

them ; that we and all his people may by his

providence be kept from being tempted to fin ' ;

or, if tempted, that by his Spirit we may be

men fnared in an evil time,

when it falleth fuddenly upon

them. 1 Tim. 69. They that

will be rich, fall into tempta

tion, and a fnare, and into

many foolish and hurtful lufts.

Prov. 7. 22.

m Eph. 6. 11, 12. Put on

the whole armour of God, that

ye maybe able to ftand againſt

the wiles of the devil . For we

wreſtle not againſt fleſh and

blood, but against principali-

ties, againſt powers, against

the rulers of the darkness of

this world, against fpiritual

wickedneſs in high places. I

Chron. 21. 1 , 2 , 3, 4. 2 Chron .

16. 7, 8 , 9. 10.

n Pfal. 18 11, 12. But my

people would not hearken to

myvoice, and Ifrael wouldnone

of me. So I gave them up unto

their own hearts' lufts and

they walked intheirown coun-

fels.

o John 17. 15. I pray not

that thou fouldeft take them

out ofthe world, but that thou

fhouldeft keep them from the

evil. Rom. 8. 28.

p Pfal. 51. 10. Create in me

a clean heart, O God ; and re-

new a right ſpirit within me.

Pfal . 119. 133. Let not any

iniquity have dominion over
me.

q Heb. 2. 18. For in that he

himself hath fuffered, being

tempted, he is able to fuccour

them that are tempted. I Cor,

10. 13. God is faithful, who

willnotfufferyou to betempted

above that ye are able. 2 Cor.

12.. 8.

r Rom. 8. 28. And we know

that all things work together

for good, to them that love

God, to themwho arethecalled

according to his purpoſe .

fHeb. 13. 20, 21. Nowthe

God of peace- make you per-

fect in every good work, to do

his will working in you that

which is well pleafing in his

fight, through Jefus Chrift .

Eph 12. II, 12.

t Matt. 26. 41. Watch and

pray, that ye enter not into

temptation. Pfal . 19. 13. Keep

back thy fervant alfo from pre-

fumptuous fins, let them not

have dominion over me.

G g
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powerfully fupported and enabled to ſtand in

the hour of temptation" ; or, when fallen , raiſed

again and recovered out of it", and have a fanc-

tified uſe and improvement thereof ; that our

fanctification and falvation may be perfected",

Satan trodden under our feet , and we fully freed

from fin, temptation, and all evil for ever".

Q. 196. What doth the conclufion of the Lord's

prayerteach us?

A. The conclufion ofthe Lord's prayer (which

is, For thine is the kingdom, and the power, andthe

glory,for ever. Amen ) teacheth us to enforce our

VI Cor. 10. 13. God is faith-

ful, who will not fuffer you to

be tempted above that ye are

able ; but will with the temp-

tation alfo make a way to ef-

cape, that ye may be able to

bear it. Eph. 3. 14 , 15 , 16.

w Pfal. 51. 12. Reftore un-

to methe joy of thy falvation ;

and uphold me with thy free

Spirit.

x I Pet. 5. 10. But the God

of all grace, who hath called

us unto his eternal glory by

Chrift Jefus, after that ye have

fuffered a while, make you per-

fect, eſtabliſh , ſtrengthen, fettle

you. I Pet. 1.6, 7. Wherein

ye greatly rejoice , though now

for a feafon ( if need be) ye are

in heaviness through manifold

temptations that the trial of

your faith, being much more

precious than that of gold that

perifheth,though it betriedwith

üre, might hefound unto praiſe

and honour and glory at the

appearing of Jefus Chrift.

y I Theff. 3. 13. To the end

he may eſtabliſh your hearts

unblameable in holiness before

God, even our Father, at the

coming ofour Lord Jefus Chriſt

with all his faints.

z Rom. 10. 20. And the

God ofpeace fhall bruiſe Satan

under your feet fhortly.-

a 1 Theff. 5. 20. And the

very God of peace ſanctify you

wholly and I pray Godyour

whole fpirit, and foul, and

body be preferved blameleſs

unto the coming of our Lord

Jefus Chrift.

b Matt. 6. 13.

c Job 23. 3, 4. O that I

knew where I might find him!

that I might come even to his

feat ! I would order my cauſe

before him, and fill my mouth

with arguments.

Jer. 14. 20, 21.
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petitions with arguments , which are to be taken,

not from any worthinefs in ourſelves, or in any

other creature, but from Godd : and with our

prayers to join praiſes , afcribing to God alone

eternal fovereignty, omnipotency, and glorious

excellency' ; in regard whereof, as he is able

and willing to help us , fo we by faith are em-

boldened to plead with him that he would", and

d Dan. 9. 4, 7 , 8, &c . And

I prayed unto the Lord my

God, and made my confeffion ,

and faid, O Lord, the great

and dreadful God, keeping the

covenant and mercy to them

that love him, and to them

that keep his commandments.

O Lord, righteoufnefs belong-

eth unto thee, but unto us con-

fufion of faces, as at this day.

O Lord, to us belongeth confu-

fion offace, to our kings, to our

princes, andto ourfathers, be-

caufe we have finned against

thee. Verfe 9. To the Lord God

belong mercies and forgiveneff-

efs, though we have rebelled

against him, &c. Verfe 16-19.

e Phil. 4. 6. In every thing

by prayer and fupplication,

with thanksgiving, let your

requests be made known unto

God.

f 1 Chron. 29. 10, 11, 12,

13. And David faid, Bleffed

be thou, Lord God of Ifrael,

our Father, for ever and ever.

Thine, O Lord, is the greatneſs,

andthepower andtheglory, and

the victory, and the majefty: for

all that is in the heaven andthe

earth is thine ; thine is the

kingdom , O Lord, and thou

art exalted as head above all.

Both riches and honour come

of thee, and thou reigneft over

all ; and inthine hand is power

and might, and in thine hand

it is to make great and to give

ftrength unto all. Now there-

fore, our God, we thank thee

and praife thy glorious name.

g Eph. 3. 20, 21. Now unto

him that is able to do exceed-

ing abundantly above all that

we afk or think, according to

the power that worketh in us :

unto him be glory in the church

by Chrift Jefus, throughout all

ages world without end. Amen.

Luke 11. 13. If ye then being

evil know how to give good

gifts unto your children ; how

much more fhall your heavenly

Father give the Holy Spirit to

them that ask him? Pfal. 84.

II.

h Eph. 3. 12. In whom we

have boldneſs and accefs with

confidence by the faith of him.

Heb. 10. 19, 20, 21 , 22. Hav-

ing therefore, brethren, bold-

nefs to enter into the holiest by

the blood of Jefus, by a new

Gg 2
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quietly to rely upon him that he will fulfil our

requests . And to teftify our defires and affu-

rance, we ſay, Amen .

and living way which he hath

confecrated for us through the

vail, that is to fay, his flesh ;

and having an high priest over

the houfe of God; let us draw

near with a true heart, in full

affurance of faith , having our

hearts fprinkled from an evil

confcience , and our bodies

washed with pure water.

i 1 John 5. 14. And this is

the confidence that we have in

him, that if we afk any thing

according to his will, he hear-
eth us. Rom. 8. 32. Hethat

fpared not his own Son, but de-

livered him up for us all , how

fhall he not with him alfo free-

ly give usall things?

k I Cor. 14, 16. Elfe when

thou shalt blefs with the ſpirit,

how ſhall he that occupieth the

room of the unlearned fay,

Amen, at thy giving ofthanks,

feeing he underſtandeth not

what thou fayeft ? Rev. 22+

20, 21. He which teftifieth

theſe things, faith, Surely I

come quickly. Amen. Even fo

come, Lord Jefus. The grace

of our Lord Jefus Chrift be

with you all. Amen.
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THE

Shorter Catechism*.

Queſtion 1.WHAT is the chiefend of man ?

Anfwer. Man's chief end is to

glorify God, and to enjoy him for ever.

Q. 2. What rule hath Godgiven to directushow

we mayglorify and enjoy him ?

A. The word of God, which is contained in

the fcriptures of the Old and New Teftaments, is

the only rule to direct us how we may glorify

and enjoy him,

Q3. What do thefcriptures principally teach?

A. The fcriptures principally teach, what man

The Shorter Catechifm is, fimply, an abridgment of the

Larger; fo that the proof of both muſt be the fame. The read-

er, therefore, who defires to fee the ſcripture authorities for any

doctrine taught in this catechifm , will turn to that doctrine in

the Larger Catechifm, which may very eaſily be done , and

there he will find the neceffary texts fully referred to, or

inferted. It was judged unneceſſary to print the very fame texts
twice over.
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is to believe concerning God, and what duty God

requires of man.

Q. 4. What is GOD?

A. God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and un-

changeable, in his being, wisdom, power, holineſs,

juſtice, goodneſs and truth .

Q5. Are there more Gods than one ?

A. There is but one only, the living and true

God.

Q. 6. How many perſons are there in the God-

head ?

A. There are three perſons in the Godhead ;

the Father, the Son , and the Holy Ghoft ; and

theſe three are one God, the fame in fubftance,

equal in powerand glory.

Q. 7. What are the decrees of God ?

A. The decrees of God are, his eternal pur-

pofe according to the counfel of his will, where-

by, for his own glory, he hath fore-ordained

whatſoever comes to paſs.

Q. 8. How doth God execute his decrees ?

A. God executeth his decrees in the works

of creation and providence.

Q. 9. What is the work of creation ?

A. The work of creation is , God's making

all things of nothing, by the word of his power,

in the ſpace of fix days, and all very good .

Q. 10. Howdid God create man ?
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A. God created man male and female, after

his own image, in knowledge, righteoufnefs and

holineſs, with dominion over the creatures .

Q. 11. What are God's works ofprovidence?

A. God's works of providence are, his moſt

holy, wife, and powerful preferving and govern-

ing all his creatures, and all their actions.

Q. 12. What special act of providence did God

exercife toward man in the estate wherein he was

created?

4. When God had created man, he entered

into a covenant of life with him , upon condi-

tion of perfect obedience ; forbidding him to eat

ofthe tree of knowledge of good and evil, upon

pain of death .

Q. 13. Did our first parents continue in the

eftate wherein they were created ?

A. Our first parents, being left to the freedom

of their own will, fell from the eftate wherein

they were created, by finning againſt God.

Q. 14. What isfin ?

4. Sin is any want of conformity unto, or

tranfgreffion ofthe law of God.

Q. 15. What was thefin whereby our first pa-

rentsfellfrom the estate wherein they were created?

A. The fin whereby our firſt parents fell from

the estate wherein they were created, was their

eatingthe forbidden fruit.



346 THE SHOR
TER

CATE
CHIS

M
.

Q. 16. Did all mankindfall in Adam's firſt

tranfgreffion ?

A. The covenant being made with Adam, not

only for himſelf, but for his poſterity , all mankind

defcending from him by ordinary generation, fin-

ned in him, and fell with him in his firſt tranſ-

greffion.

Q. 17. Into what eftate did the fall bring man-

kind ?

A. The fall brought mankind into an eftate

of fin and mifery.

Q. 18. Wherein confifts thefinfulness ofthat eſtate

whereinto man fell ?

A. The finfulneſs of that eftate, whereinto

man fell, confifts in the guilt of Adam's first fin,

the want of original righteouſneſs, and the corrup-

tion of his whole nature, which is commonly

called original fin ; together with all actual tranf-

greffions which proceed from it .

Q. 19. What is the mifery of that eftate

whereinto manfell ?

A. All mankind by their fall loft communion.

with God, are under his wrath and curfe , and fo

made liable to all the miſeries of this life, to death

itſelf, and to the pains of hell for ever.

Q. 20. Did God leave all mankind to periſh in

the eftate offin and mifery ?

A. God, having out of his mere good pleaſure,

from all eternity, elected fome to everlaſting life,
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did enter into a covenant of grace, to deliver them

out of the eſtate of fin and mifery, and to bring

them into an eſtate of ſalvation by a Redeemer.

Q. 21. Who is the Redeemer of God's elect ?

A. The only Redeemer of God's elect is the

Lord Jefus Chriſt , who, being the eternal Son of

God, became man, and ſo was, and continueth to

be God, and man, in two diſtinct natures , and

one perſon for ever.

Q. 22. How did Chrift being the Son of God,

become man ?

A. Chrift, the Son of God, became man, by

taking to himſelf a true body, and a reaſonable

foul, being conceived by the power of the Holy

Ghoſt, inthe womb of the virgin Mary, and born

of her, yet without fin.

Q. 23. What offices doth Chrift execute as our Re-

deemer ?

A. Chriſt, as our Redeemer, executeth the of-

fices of a prophet, of a prieſt , and of a king , both

in his eſtate of humiliation and exaltation ,

Q. 24. How doth Chrift execute the office of a

prophet ?

A. Chrift executeth the office of a prophet, in

revealing to us, by his word and Spirit, the will

of God for our falvation.

Q. 25. How doth Chrift execute the office of a

prieft ?
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A. Chrift executeth the office of a priest, in

his once offering up ofhimſelf a facrifice to fatisfy

divine juſtice, and reconcile us to God, and in

making continual interceffion for us.

Q. 26. How doth Chrift execute the office ofa

king?

A. Chrift executeth the office of a king, in

ſubduing us to himſelf, in ruling and defending

us, and in reſtraining and conquering all his and

our enemies.

Q. 27. Wherein did Chrift's humiliation conſiſt ?

A. Chrift's humiliation confifted in his being

born, and that in a low condition , made under

the law, undergoing the miſeries ofthis life , the

wrath of God, and the curfed death of the cross ;

in being buried, and continuing under the power

ofdeath for a time.

Q. 28. Wherein confifteth Chrift's exaltation ?

A. Chrift's exaltation confifteth in his rifing

again from the dead on the third day, in aſcend-

ing up into heaven, in fitting at the right hand of

God the Father, and in coming to judge the

world at the laſt day.

Q. 29. How are we made partakers of the re-

demption purchaſed by Chrift ?

A. We are made partakers of the redemption

purchaſed by Chriſt , by the effectual application of

it to us by his Holy Spirit.
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Q. 30. How doth the Spirit apply to us the re-

demption purchafed by Chrift ?

A. The Spirit applieth to us the redemption

purchaſed by Chriſt, by working faith in us, and

thereby uniting us to Chrift in our effectual call-

ing.

Q. 31 What is effectual calling ?

A. Effectual calling is the work of God's Spi-

rit, whereby, convincing us of our fin and mi-

fery, enlightening our minds in the knowledge of

Chrift, and renewing our will, he doth perfuade

and enable us to embrace Jefus Chrift, freely of-

fered to us in the gospel.

Q. 32. What benefits do they that are effectually

called partake of in this life ?

A. They that are effectually called do in this

life partake of juſtification, adoption, ſanctifi-

cation, and the feveral benefits which, in this life,

do either accompany, or flow from them.

Q. 33. What isjuftification ?

A. Juftification is an act of God's free grace,

wherein he pardoneth all our fins, and accepteth

us as righteous in his fight , only for the righte-

oufneſs of Chrift imputed to us, and received by

faith alone.

Q. 34. What is adoption ?

H h
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A. Adoption is an act of God's free grace,

whereby we are received into the number, and

have a right to all the privileges of the fons of

God.

Q. 35. Whatisfanctification ?

A. San&ification is the work of God's free

grace, whereby we are renewed in the whole man

after the image of God , and are enabled more and

more to die unto fin , and live unto righteoufnefs.

Q. 36. What are the benefits which in this life .

do accompanyorflowfromjuftification, adoption, and

fanctification?

A. The benefits which in this life do accom-

pany or flowfrom juftification , adoption and fanc-

tification, are, affurance of God's love, peace of

confcience, joy in the Holy Ghoft , increafe of

grace, and perfeverance therein to the end.

Q37. What benefits do believers receive from

Chrift attheir death?

A. The fouls of believers are, at their death ,

made perfect in holinefs, and do immediately

paſs into glory; and their bodies, being ftill uni-

ted to Chriſt, do reft in their graves till the re-

furrection.

Q. 38. What benefits do believers receivefrom

Christ at the refurrection ?
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A. Atthe refurrection, believers, being raifed

up to glory, fhall be openly acknowledged and

acquitted in the day ofjudgment, and made per-

fectly bleffed in the full enjoying of God to all

eternity.

Q. 39. What is the duty which God requireth

of man ?

A. The duty which God requireth of man, is

obedience to his revealed will.

Q. 40. What did God atfirst reveal to man for

the rule of his obedience ?

A. The rule which God at firft revealed to

man, for his obedience, was the moral law.

Q. 41. Wherein is the moral law fummarily

comprehended ?

A. The moral law is fummarily comprehend-

ed in the ten commandments .

Q. 42. Whatis thefum ofthe ten commandinents?

A. The fum of the ten commandments is , To

love the Lord our God with all our heart, with

all our foul, with all our ftrength, and with all

our mind ; and our neighbour as ourſelves .

Q. 43. What is the preface to theten command-

ments ?

A. The preface to the ten commandments is

in theſe words, I am the Lord thy God, which

brought thee out of the land of Egypt and out of

the houfe of bondage.

Hh2
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Q.44. What doth thepreface to the ten command-

ments teach us ?

A. The preface to the ten commandments

teacheth us, That becauſe God is the Lord, and

our God, and Redeemer ; therefore we are bound

to keep all his commandments.

Q. 45. Which is the first commandment ?

A. The first commandment is, Thou ſhalt have

no other Gods before me.

Q. 46. What is required in the first com-

mandment ?

A. The first commandment requireth us to

know, and acknowledge God to be the only true

God, and our God ; and to worſhip and glorify

him accordingly.

Q. 47. What is forbidden in the first com-

mandment ?

A. The firft commandment forbiddeth the de-

nying, or not worſhipping and glorifying the true

God, as God, and our God ; and the giving that

worſhip and glory to any other, which is due to

him alone.

Q. 48. What are we specially taught by thefe

words (Before me) in the first commandment ?

A. Theſe words ( Before me) in the first com-

mandment, teach us, that God, who feeth all

things, taketh notice of, and is much difpleafed

with, the fin of having any other God.
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Q. 49. Which is thefecond commandment ?

A. The fecond commandment is, Thou fhalt:

not make unto thee any graven image, or any

likeneſs of any thing that is in heaven above, or

that is inthe earth beneath, or that is in the wa-

ter under the earth : thou shalt not bow down

thyfelfto them , nor ferve them : for I the Lord thy

God am a jealous God, vifiting the iniquity of

the fathers upon the children unto the third and

fourth generation of them that hate me and

fhewing mercy unto thouſands of them that love

me, and keep my commandments

Q. 50. What is required in thefecondcommand

ment ?

A. The fecond commandment requireth the

receiving, obferving and keeping pure and entire,

all fuch religious worſhip and ordinances, as Godi

hath appointed in his word.

Q. 51. What is forbidden in the fecond com

mandment ?

A. The fecond commandment forbiddeth the

worshipping of God by images, or any other way

not appointed in his word.

Q. 52. What are the reafons annexed to theſecond?

commandment ?

A. The reaſons annexed to the fecond com

mandment are, God's fovereignty over us, his

propriety in us, and the zeal , he hathto his own

worship.

Hk 3
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Q. 53. Which is the third commandment ?

A. The third commandment is, Thou shalt

nottake the name of the Lord thy God in vain :

for the Lord will not hold him guiltlefs that tak-

eth his name in vain.

Q. 54. What is required in the third command-

ment ?

A. The third commandment requireth the holy

and reverent ufe of God's name, titles, attributes,

ordinances, word and works.

Q. 55. What is forbidden inthe third command-

ment?

A. The third commandment forbiddeth all

profaning or abufing ofany thing whereby God

maketh himſelf known.

Q. 56. What is the reafon annexed to the third

commandment ?

A. The reafon annexed to the third command-

ment is, That however the breakers of this com-

mandment may efcape punishment from men, yet

the Lord our God will not fuffer them to eſcape

his righteous judgment.

Q. 57. Which is the fourth commandment ?

A. The fourth commandment is, Remember

the fabbath-day to keep it holy. Six days fhalt

thou labour, and do all thy work ; but the feventh

day is the fabbath of the Lord thy God : in it thou

fhalt not do any work, thou, nor thy fon, nor
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thy daughter, thy man -fervant, nor thy maid-

fervant, nor thy cattle, nor thy ftranger that is

within thy gates. For in fix days the Lord made

heaven and earth , the ſea , and all that in them

is, and reſted the feventh day ; wherefore the

Lord bleſſed the ſabbath-day , and hallowed it.

Q. 58. What is required in thefourth command-

ment ?

A. The fourth commandment requireth the

keeping holy to God, fuch fet times as he hath

appointed in his word ; exprefly one whole day

in feven, to be a holy fabbath to himſelf.

Q59. Which day of the feven hath God ap-

pointed to be the weeklyfabbath ?

A. From the beginning ofthe world to the re-

furrection of Chrift, God appointed the feventh

day of the week to be the weekly fabbath ; and

the first day of the week, ever fince, to continue

to the end ofthe world, which is the Chriftian.

fabbath .

Q. 60. How is thefabbath to be ſanerified ?

A. The fabbath is to be fanctified by a holy

reſting all that day, even from fuch worldly em-

ployments and recreations as are lawful on other

days ; and ſpending the whole time in the public

and private exercifes of God's worship, except fo

much as is to be taken up in the works of neceffity

and mercy.



356 THE SHORT
ER

CATEC
HISM

.

Q. 61. What is forbidden in the fourth com-

mandment?

A. The fourth commandment forbiddeth the

omiſſion, or careleſs performance of the duties

required, and the profaning the day by idleneſs ,

or doing that which is in itſelf finful, or by unne-

ceffary thoughts, words or works, about our

worldly employments and recreations .

Q. 61. What are the reafons annexed to the

fourthcommandment?

A. The reafons annexed to the fourth com-

mandment are, God's allowing us fix days of the

week for our own employments, his challenging

a ſpecial propriety in the feventh, his own exam-

ple, and his bleffing the fabbath-day.

Q. 63. Which is thefifth commandment ?

A. The fifth commandment is, Honour thy

father andthy mother : that thy days may be long

upon the land which the Lord thy Godgiveththee.

Q. 64. What is required in the fifth command-

ment ?

A. The fifth commandment requireth the pre-

ferving the honour, and performing the duties

belonging to every one in their ſeveral places and

relations, as fuperiors, inferiors, or equals,

Q. 65. What is forbidden in the fifth command-

ment ?
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A. The fifth commandment forbiddeth the

neglecting of, or doing any thing against , the

honour and duty which belongeth to every onein

their feveral places and relations.

Q. 66. What is the reafon annexed to the fifth

commandment ?

A. The reaſon annexed to the fifth command-

ment is , a promiſe of long life and proſperity (as

far it ſhall ſerve for God's glory, and their own

good) to all fuch as keep this commandment.

Q. 67. Which is thefixth commandment ?

A. The fixth commandment is, Thoushalt not

kill
.

Q. 68. What is required in thefixth command-

ment ?

A. The fixth commandment requireth all law-

ful endeavours to preſerve our own life, and the

life of others.

Q. 69. Whatis forbidden in thefixth command-

ment ?

A. The fixth commandment forbiddeth the

taking away of our own life , or the life of our

neighbour unjuſtly, or whatſoever tendeth there-

unto.

Q. 70. Which is the feventh commandment ?

A. The feventh commandment is, Thou shalt

not commit adultery.

Q. 71. What is required in the feventh com-

mandment?
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A. The feventh commandment requireth the

preſervation of our own and our neighbour's chaſ-

tity, in heart, fpeech and behaviour.

Q. 72. What is forbidden in the ſeventh com-

mandment?

A. The feventh commandment forbiddeth all

unchafte thoughts, words and actions.

Q. 73. Which is the eighth commandment ?

A. The eighth commandment is, Thoushalt not

feal.

Q. 74. What is required in the eighth command

ment ?

A. The eighth commandment requireth the

lawful procuring and furthering the wealth and

outward eſtate of ourſelves and others.

Q. 75. What is forbidden in the eighth com

mandment ?

A. The eighth commandment forbiddeth

whatfoever doth, or may, unjustly hinder our

own, or our neighbour's wealth or outward

eftate.

Q. 76. Which is the ninth commandment ?

A. The ninth commandment is , Thoushalt not

bear falfe witness against thy neighbour.

Q. 77. What is required in the ninth command-

ment ?
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A. The ninth commandment requireth the

maintaining and promoting of truth between man

and man, and of our own and our neighbour's

good name, eſpecially in witneſs bearing.

Q78. What is forbidden in the ninth command-

ment ?

A. The ninth commandment forbiddeth what-

foever is prejudicial to truth, or injurious to our

own, or our neighbour's good name.

Q.79. Which is the tenth commandment ?

A. The tenth commandment is , Thou shalt not

covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt not covet thy

neighbour's wife, nor his man -fervant, nor his maid-

fervant, nor his ox, nor his aſs , nor any thing that is

thy neighbour's..

Q. 80. What is required in the tenth command-

ment?

A. The tenth commandment requireth full

contentment with our own condition, with a

right and charitable frame of fpirit toward our

neighbour, and all that is his .

Q. 81. What isforbidden in the tenth command-

ment ?

A. The tenth commandment forbiddeth all

difcontentment with our own eftate, envying or

grieving at the good of our neighbour, and all

inordinate motions or affections to any thing that

is his.
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Q. 82. Is any man able perfectly to keepthe com

mandments ofGod?

A. No mere man, fince the fall , is able, in

this life, perfectly to keep the commandments

of God; but doth daily break them, in thought,

word and deed.

Q. 83. Are all tranfgreffions of the law equally

beinous?

A. Some fins in themſelves , and by reaſon of

feveral aggravations, are more heinous in the

fight of God than others.

Q. 84. What doth everyfin deferve ?

A. Every fin deferveth God's wrath and curſe,

both in this life and that which is to come.

Q. 85. What doth God require of us, that we

may escapehis wrath and curfe, due to usforfin ?

A. To efcape the wrath and curfe of God,

due to us for fin, God requireth of us faith in

Jefus Chrift, repentance unto life , with the di-

ligent ufe of all the outward means whereby

Christ communicateth to us the benefits of re-

demption.

Q. 86. What isfaith in Jefus Chrift ?

A. Faith in Jefus Chrift is a ſaving grace,

whereby we receive and reft upon him alone for

falvation, as he is offered to us in the gospel.

Q. 87. What is repentance unto life ?
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A. Repentance unto life is a faving grace,

whereby a finner, out of a true ſenſe of his fin,

and apprehenſion of the mercy of God in Chriſt,

doth, with grief and hatred of his fin, turn from it

unto God, with full purpoſe of, and endeavour

after, new obedience .

Q. 88. What are theoutward and ordinary means

whereby Chrift communicateth to us the benefits of

redemption?

A. The outward and ordinary means, whereby

Chrift communicateth to us the benefits of re-

demption, are, his ordinances , eſpecially the

word, facraments, and prayer ; all which are

made effectual to the elect for falvation.

Q. 89. How is the word made effectual toful

vation ?

A. The Spirit of God maketh the reading, but

efpecially the preaching of the word, an effectual

mean of convincing and converting finners, and

of building them up in holinefs, and comfort,

through faith unto falvation .

Q. 90. How is the word to be read and heard,

that it may become effectual to falvation ?

A. That the word may become effectual to

falvation, we must attend thereunto with dili-

gence, preparation, and prayer; receive it with

faith and love, lay it up in our hearts, and

practiſe it in our lives.

I i
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Q 91. How do the facraments become effectual

means of falvation ?:

A. The facraments become effectual means of

falvation, not from any virtue in them, or in

him that doth adminifter them, but only by the

bleffing of Chrift, and the working of his Spirit

in them that by faith receive them.

Q. 92. What is a facrament ?

A. A facrament is an holy ordinance inflitu-

ted by Chrift ; wherein, by fenfible figns, Chrift

and the benefits of the new covenant are repre-

fented, fealed and applied to believers .

Q. 93. Which are the facraments of the New

Teftament?

A. The facraments of the New Teftament are

baptifm and the Lord's fupper.

Q. 94. Whatis baptifm ?

A. Baptifm is a facrament, wherein the wash-

ing with water, in the name of the Father, and

of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft , doth fignify

and feal our ingrafting into Chriſt , and partaking

of the benefits of the covenant of grace , and

our engagement to be the Lord's .

Q. 95. To whom is baptifm to be adminiſtered ?

A. Baptifm is not to be adminiſtered to any

that are out of the vifible church, till they pro-

fefs their faith in Chrift, and obedience to him,

but the infants of fuch as are members of the

viſible church, are to be baptized .
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Q. 96. What is the Lord'sfupper ?

A. The Lord's fupper is a facrament, wherein,

by giving and receiving bread and wine, accord-

ing to Chrift's appointment, his death is fhewed

forth, and the worthy receivers are, not after à

corporal and carnal manner, but by faith made

partakers of his body and blood, with all his be-

nefits, totheir fpiritual nouriſhment and growth

in grace .

Q. 97. What is required to the worthy receiving

of the Lord's fupper ?

A. It is required of them that would worthily

partake of the Lord's fupper, that they examine

themſelves, of their knowledge to difcern the

Lord's body, of their faith to feed upon him, of

their repentance, love, and new obedience ; left

coming unworthily, they eat and drink judgment

to themſelves .

Q. 98. What is prayer ?

A. Prayer is an offering up of our defires unto

God, forthings agreeable to his will, inthe name,

of Chriſt, with confeffion of our fins, and thank-

ful acknowledgment of his mercies.

Q. 99. What rule hath God given for our die

rection in prayer ?

A. The whole word of God is of uſe to direct

us in prayer, but the fpecial rule of direction is

I i 2
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that form of prayer which Chriſt taught his dif-

ciples, commonly called, The Lord's Prayer. ·

Q. 100. What doth the preface of the Lord's

prayer teach us ?

A. The preface of the Lord's prayer, which

is, (Our Father which art in heaven,) teacheth

us to draw near to God with all holy reverence

and confidence, as children to a father, able and

ready to help us, and that we ſhould pray with

and for others.

Q. 101. What do we prayfor in thefirſt peti-

tion ?

A. In the first petition which is, (Hallowed

be thy name, we pray that God would enable us

and others to glorify him in all that whereby he

maketh himſelf known, and that he would diſpoſe

of all things to his own glory.

Q. 102. What do weprayfor in the fecond pe-

tition ?

A. In the ſecond petition , which is, (Thy

kingdom come,) we pray that Satan's kingdom may

be deſtroyed, and the kingdom of grace may

be advanced, ourſelves and others brought into it,

and kept in it, and that the kingdom of glory

may be haftened.

Q. 103. What do we pray for in the thirdpe-

tition ?
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A. In the third petition, which is, (Thy will

be done on earth as it is in heaven, ) we pray that

God byhis grace would make us able and willing

to know, obey, and fubmit to his will in all things,

as the angels do in heaven.

Q₂ 104. What do we pray for in thefourthpeti-.

tion ?

A. In the fourth petition, which is, fGive

us this day our daily bread, ) we pray that of God's

free gift we may receive a competent portion of

the good things of this life, and enjoy his bleſſing ;

with them.

Q105. What do we prayfor in the fifth peti

tion?

* A. In the fifth petition, which is , ( And for

give us our debts, as we forgive our debtors ,) we

pray that God, for Chrift's fake, would freely

pardon all our fins; which we are the rather

encouraged to aſk , becauſe by his grace we are:

enabled from the heart to forgive others..

.

Q. 106. What do we prayfor in thefixthpeti-

tion ?

1
A. In the fixth petition , which is, (Andlead!

us not into temptation, but deliver usfrom evil, ) we :

pray that God would either keep us from being

tempted to fin , or fupport and deliver us when

we are tempted.

Q. 107. What doth the concluſion ofthe Lord's

prager teach us? Liz
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A.The conclufion of the Lord's prayer, which

is (Forthine is thekingdom, thepowerand the glory

for ever. Amen.) teacheth us to take our encou

ragement in prayer from God only, and in our

prayers to praiſe him, afcribing kingdom, pow.

er, and glory to him ; and in teftimony of our

defire and affurance to be heard, we fay, Amen.

Go

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS.

EXODUS. XX.

OD ſpake all theſe words, faying, I am the

Lord thy God, which have brought thee

out of the land of Egypt, out of the houſe of

bondage.

1. Thou fhalt have no other gods before me.

II. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven

image, or any likeness of any thing, that is in

heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or

that is in the water under the earth. Thou shalt

not bow downthyself to them, nor ſerve them :

For I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, viſit-

ing the iniquity of the fathers upon the children

unto the third and fourth generation of them that

hate me and fhewing mercy unto thoufands of

them that love me, and keep my command-

ments.
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III. Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord

thy God in vain : For the Lord will not hold

him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.

IV. Remember the fabbath-day , to keep it

holy. Six days fhalt thou labour, and do all thy

work. But the feventh day is the ſabbath of the

Lord thy God : In it thou shalt not do any work,

thou, nor thy fon, nor thy daughter, thy man-

fervant, nor thy maid-ſervant, nor thy cattle, nor

thy ftranger that is within thy gates . For in fix

days the Lord made heaven and earth, the fea

and all that in them is , and reſted the feventh

day: wherefore the Lord bleffed the fabbath-

day and hallowed it.

V. Honour thyfather and thy mother: that thy

days may be long upon the land which the Lord

thy God giveth thee.

VI. Thou shalt not kill.

VII. Thou shalt not commit adultery.

VIII. Thou shalt not ſteal .

IX. Thou shalt not bear falfe witneſs againſt

thy neighbour.

X. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's

houſe, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife,

nor his man-fervant, nor his maid-ſervant, nor

his ox, nor his aſs, nor any thing that is thy neigh-

bour's.

Ο

The LORD's PRAYER, Matth. vi.

UR Father which art in heaven, hallowed

be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy
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will be done on earth as it is in heaven : Give us

this day our daily bread And forgive us our debts

as we forgive our debtors : And lead us not into

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine

is the kingdom, and the power, aud the glory.

for ever. Amen.

The CREED.

BELIEVE in God the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth ; and in Jefus

Christ his only Son, our Lord, who was con-

ceived by the Holy Ghost , born of the Virgin

Mary, fuffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci-

fied , dead and buried ; he defcended into hell*,

the third day he rofe again from the dead, he

afcended into heaven, and fitteth on the right

hand of God the Father almighty ; from thence

he fhall come to judge the quick and the dead .

I believe in the Holy Ghoft, the holy catholic

church, the communion of faints, the forgive-

nefs of fins, the refurrection of the body, and

the life everlaſting. Amen.

*ie. Continued in thefate of the dead, and under the power of

death, until the thirdday.

END OF THE CATECHISM.
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INTRODUCTION.

TH

HE Synod of New-York and Philadelphia,

judging it expedient to afcertain and fix

the fyftem of union, and theform of Government

and Difcipline of the Preſbyterian Church in theſe

United States, under their care ; have thought

proper to lay down, by way ofintroduction, afew of

the general principles by which they have been

hitherto governed, and which are theground work of

thefollowingplan. This, it is hoped, will, infome

meaſure, prevent thofe rafh misconstructions, and un

candid reflections, which usually proceedfrom an im

perfect view of anyfubject ; as well as make the

feveral parts of thefyftem plain, and the whole plan

perfpicuous and fully underflood.

The Synod are unanimoufly of opinion ;

"
I. That " God alone is Lord of the confcience ;

"and hath left it free from the doctrine and com-

mandments ofmen, which are in any thing con-

trary to his word, or befide it in matters offaith

"or worship " Therefore, they confider the rights of

privatejudgment, in all matters that refpe&t religion,
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as univerfal, and unalienable : They do not even

wish to fee any religious conftitution aided by the

civalpower, further than may be neceſſary for pro-

tection andfecurity, and, at thefame time, equal and

common to allothers.

11. That, in perfect confiftency with the above

principle ofcommon right, every Chriſtian church, or

union or affociation ofparticular churches, is entitled

to declare the terms ofadmiſſion into its communion

and the qualification, of its minifters and members, as

well as the whole fyftem of its internalgovernment

which Chrift hath appointed : That, in the exercife

of this right, they may, notwithſtanding, err, in

making the terms of communion either too lax or too

narrow : yet, even in this cafe, they do not infringe

uponthe liberty, or the rights ofothers, but only make

an improper ufe oftheir own.

III. That our bleſſed Saviour, for the edification

ofthe visible church, which is his body, hath appoint-

ed officers, not only to preach the gospel and admi-

nifter the facraments ; but alfo to exercife difci-

pline, forthe preſervation both of truth and duty :

and, that it is incumbent upon thefe officers, and

upon the whole Church, in whose name they act, to

cenfure, or caft out, the erroneous andſcandalous ; ob-

ferving, in all cafes , the rules contained in the word

ofGod.

IV. That truth is in order to goodness ; and the

great touchſtone of truth, its tendency to promote holi-

nefs ; according to our Saviour's rule, "bytheirfruits
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"ye fhall know them." And that no opinion can be

either more pernicious or more abfurd, than that

which brings truth and falfbcod upon a level, and

reprefents it as ofno confequence what a man's opini

ons are. On the contrary, they are perfuaded, that

there is an infeparable connection betweenfaith and

practice, truth and duty. Otherwife, it would be

of no confequence either to discover truth, or to em-

brace it,

V. That while under the conviction of the above

principle, they think it neceſſary to make effectual

provifion, that all who are admitted as Teachers,

befound in thefaith ; they also believe, that thereare

truths andforms, with respect to which men ofgood

characters andprinciples may differ : And in all theſe,

they think it the duty, both of private Chriftians

andfocieties, to exerciſe mutual forbearance towards

each other.

VI. That though the character, qualifications,

and authority of church-officers, are laid down in the

koly fcriptures, as well as the proper method oftheir

inveftiture and inftitution ; yet the election ofthe per-

-fons to the exercife of this authority, in any particular

fociety, is in thatfociety.

VII. That all church power,

by the body in general, or, in the

whether exerciſed

way of reprefenta-

tion, by delegated authority, is only minifterial.and

declarative ; That is to ſay, that the holyfcriptures

are the only rule offaith and manners ;
that no

church judicatory ought to pretend to make iaws, to

Kk
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bind the confcience, in virtue oftheir own authority i

and that all their decifions fhould befounded uponthe

revealed will of God. Now though it will eafily be

admitted, that all fynods and councils may err,

through the frailty infeparable from humanity ; yet

there is muchgreater danger, from the ufurped claim

ofmaking laws, than from the right ofjudging up-

on laws already made, and common to all who pro-

fefs the gofpel; although this right, as neceffity re-

quires in the prefent ftate, be lodged withfallible

men.

VIII. Laftly, That, if the preceding fcriptural

and rational principles be fedfaftly adhered to, the

vigor andftrictness of its difcipline will contribute to

the glory and happineſs ofany church. Since ecclefi

aftical difcipline muſt be purely moral or ſpiritual in

its object, and not attended with any civil effects, it

can derive no force whatever, but from its ownjuſ-

tice, the approbation of an impartial public, and the

countenanceandbleffing ofthegreat Head ofthe church

univerfal
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Sect. I.

J

CHA P. I.

Ofthe Church.

ESUS CHRIST, who is now exalted,

far above all principality, and power",

hath erected, in this world, a kingdom, which is

his church .

Sec. II. The univerfal church confifts of all

thoſe perſons, in every nation, together with

1

I. a Eph. 1. 20, 21. When

he raifed him from the dead ,

and fet him at his own right

hand in heavenly places, far

above all principality , and pow-

er, and might, and dominion ,

and every name that is named,

not only inthis world, but alfo

in that which is to come. Pfal.

68. 18. Thon haft afcended on

high, thou haft led captivity

captive, thou haft received gifts

for men: yea, for the rebellious

alfo, that the Lord God might

dwell amongthem.

b. Pfal. 2. 6. Yet have I fet

myking upon my holy hill of

Zion . Dan. 7. 14. There was

given him dominion and glory,

and a kingdom, that all peo-

ple, nations, and languages

fhould ferve him ; his domi-

nion is an everlafting dominion

which fhall not pafs away,

and his kingdom that which

fhall not be deftroyed . Eph. t .

22, 23. And put all thingsunder

his feet, andgavehim tobe head

over all things to the church ,

which is his body, the fulness

ofhim that filleth all in all.

Kk2
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their children, who make profeffion of the holy

religion of Chrift, and of fubmiflion to his laws..

Sect. III. As this immenfe multitude cannot

meet together, in one place, to hold communion,

orto worship God, it is reaſonable, and warranted

by fcripture example, that they ſhould be divided

into many particular churches".

Sect . IV. A particular church conſiſts of a

number of profeffing Chriſtians, with their off-

fpring, voluntarily affociated together, for divine

worſhip and godly living, agreeably to the holy

fcriptures ; and ſubmitting to a certain form of

government .

II. c Rev. 5. 9.--And haft re-

deemed us to God by thy blood

out of every kindred, and

tongue, and people, and nati-

on. Acts 2. 39. For the pro-

mife is unto you and to your

children, and to all that are

afar off, even as many as the

Lord our God fhall call . 1 Cor.

1. 2. compared with 2 Cor.

9. 13.

III. d Gal. 1. 21 , 22. Af.

terwards I came into the regi-

ons of Syria and Cilicia ; and

was unknownby face unto the

churches ofJudea, which were

in Chrift. Rev. 1. 4, 20. John

to the leven churches which

arein Afia ; Grace be unto you,

and peace from him which is,

and which was, and which is to

come, andfrom the feven ſpirits

which are before his throne.-

The myſtery of the feven ftars

which thou faweſt in my right

hand, and the feven golden

candleſticks. The ſeven ſtars

are the angels ofthe feven chur.

ches ; and the feven candle-

fticks which thou faweft are the

feven churches. See alfo Rev.

2. 1.

IV. c Acts 2. 41 , 47.—Then

they that gladly received his

word were baptized; and the

fame daythere were added un-

to them about three thouſand

fouls.-Praiſing God and ha-

ving favour with all the people.

And the Lord added to the

church daily fuch as fhould be

faved. 1 Cor. 7. 14. Forthe un-

helieving huſband is ſanctified

by the wife, and the unbeliev

ing wife is fanctified by the

hufband ; elfe were your chil-

dren unclean , but now are they

holy. Acts 2. 39. Mark 10.

14. compared with Matt. 19.

13 , 14. and Luke 18. 15, 16.

f Heb. 8. 5. Who ſerve

unto the example and ſhadow
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CHA P. II.

Ofthe Officers of the Church.

Ο

UR bleffed Lord , at first, collected his

church, out of different nations , and

Extraordina- formed it into one body , by the

ry officers. miffion ofmen endued with miraculous

gifts, which have, long fince, ceafed .

The ordinary and perpetual officers , in the

Perpetual church, are, Bishops or Paftors" ; the re-

Officers. prefentatives of the people, ufually tiled

Ruling Elders , and Deacons .

of heavenly things, as Mofes

was admonished of God when

he was about to make the ta-

bernacle : for Se (faith he)

Ithat thou make all things ac-

cording to the pattern fhewed

tothee in the mount. Gal . 6 .

16. And as many as walk ac-

cording to this rule, peace be

on them, and mercy, and upon

the Ifrael of God.

1. a Pfal. 2. 8. Afk ofme,

and I fhall give thee the Hea-

then for thine inheritance, and

the uttermoft parts of the earth

for thy poffeffion . Rev. 7. 9.

After this I beheld, and lo a

great multitude, which no man

could number, of all nations,

and kindreds, and people, and

tongues ftood before the throne,

and before the Lamb, clothed

with white robes, and palms in

their hands.

takers of that one bread. See

alfo , Eph . 4. 16. Col. 1. 98

c Matt. 10. 1, 7, 8. And

when he had called unto him

his twelve difciples, he gave

them power againſt unclean

fpirits, to caft them out, and

to heal all manner of fickneſs,

and all manner ofdiſeaſe.

d1 Tim. 3. I, 2.- If a man

defire the office of a bishop, he

defireth a good work. Eph. 4.

11. And he gave fome, apof

tles : and fome, prophets : and

fome, evangelifts ; and fome,

paftors and teachers ; ver. 12 .

For the perfecting ofthe faints,

for the work of the miniftry,

for the edifying of the body of

Christ.

e1 Tim. 5. 17. Let the

elders that rule well, be count.

ed worthy of double honour.

fPhil. 1. 1. To all the faints

b 1 Cor. IO. 17. For we in Chrift Tefus, which are at

being many are one bread, and

one body for we are all par-

Philippi, with the bishops and

deacons.

Kk3.
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CHA P. III.

OfBishops or Pastors.

HE paftoral office is the firſt, in the church,

both for dignity and uſefulneſs .
The per-

Names, &c. fon ruho fills this office, hath, in fcrip

ture, obtained different names expreffive of his

various duties. As he has the overfight of the

flock of Chrift, he is termed bifhop *. As he

feeds them with fpiritual food, he is termed

paftore. As he ferves Chrift in his church, he is

termed miniſter". As it is his duty to be grave

and prudent, and an example of the flock, and

to govern well in the houſe and kingdom of

Chriſt, he is termed prefbyter or elder". As he

1. a Rom. 11. 13.

b Acts 20. 29. Take heed

therefore unto yourfelves, and

to all the flock over the which

the Holy Ghoft hath made you

overfeers. (bifhops) to feed the

church of God, which he hath

purchaſed with his own blood.

e Jer. 3 15. And I will

give you paftors according to

mine heart, which fhall feed you

with knowledge and under

ftanding. 1 Pet. 52, 3, 4.

d 1 Cor. 4. I. Let a man

fo account of us, as of the mi-

nifters of Chrift, and ſtewards

of the mysteries of God. 2

Cor. 3. 6. Who alſo hath

made us able minifters of the

New Teftament.

e 1 Pet. 5. 1. The elders

which are among you, I ex-

hort, who am alfo an elder, and

a witnefs of the fufferings of

Chrift , and alfo a partaker of

the glory that ſhall be revealed.

See alfo Tit. I. 5- 1 Tim. 5.

I, 17, 19.

Asthe office and character ofthe gospel minifter is particu

larly and fully defcribed , in the holy fcriptures , under the title,

ofbifhop ; and as this term is peculiarly expreffive of his duty as

anoverfeerofthe flock, it ought not to be rejected.
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is the meffenger of God, he is termed the angel

ofthe churchf. As he is fent to declare the will

of God to finners , and to befeech them to be

reconciled to God through Chriſt, he is termed

ambaffador . And, as he difpenfes the mani-

fold grace of God, and the ordinances inftituted

by Chrift, he is termed ſteward of the myſteries

of God".

R

CHA P. IV.

Ofruling Elders.

ULING elders are properly the reprefen-

tatives of the people, chofen by them, for

Name, &c. the purpoſe of exercising government

and diſcipline, in conjunction with paſtors or

minifters . This office has been underſtood, by

a great part of the proteftant reformed churches,

to be defignated, in the holy fcriptures, by the

f Mal. 2. 7: Rev. 2. I.

Unto the angel of the church

of Ephefus, write. Rev. 1.

20. The feven ftars are the

angels of the feven churches.

See alfo, Rev. 3. 1, 7.

g 2 Cor. 5. 20. Now then

we are ambaffadors for Chrift,

as though God did befeech you

byus: we pray you, in Chrift's

ftead, be ye reconciled to God.

Eph. 6. 20.

h Luke 12. 42. Who then

is that faithful and wife ftew-

ard, whom his Lord fhall make

ruler over his houſehold, to

givethemtheir portion ofmeat

in due ſeaſon ? i Cor. 4. I , 2.

Moreover it is required in

ftewards, that a man be found

faithful.

I a 1 Tim. 5. 17. Let the

elders that rule well be count-

ed worthy of double honour,

efpecially they who labour in

the word and doctrine. Rom.

12. 7, 8.- Acts 15. 25 .
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title of governments : and ofthoſe who rule well &

but do not labour in the word and doctrine".

THE

CHAP. V.

Of Deacons.

HE fcriptures clearly point out deacons as

diftinct officers in the church", whofe bu-

Name, &c finefs it is to take care of the poor, and to

diſtribute among them the collections which may

be raiſed for their ufe". To them alfo may be

properly committed the management of their

temporal affairs of the church'.

b 1 Cor. 12. 28. And God

hath fet fome in the church,

first apoftles, fecondarily pro-

phets, thirdly teachers, after

that miracles, then gifts of

healings, helps, governments,

diverfities of tongues. See let. a.

I a Phil. 1. 1.- 1 Tim. 3.

8. to verſe 15.

b Acts 6. 1 , 2. And in

thofe days when the number of

the difciples was multiplied,

there arofe a murmuring of

the Grecians against the He-

brews, becaule their widows

were neglected in the dai-

ly miniftration .- Then the

twelve called the multitude of

the difciples unto them, and

faid, It is not reafon that we

fhould leave the word of God,

and ferve tables.

c Acts 6. 3, 5 , 6. Where-

fore brethren, look ye out a

mong you feven men of honeft

report, full of the Holy Ghoſt,

and wiſdom, whom we may

appoint over thisbufinefs-And

the faying pleafed the whole

multitude and they chofe

Stephen, a man full of faith,

and of the Holy Ghoſt , and

Philip, and Prochorus, and Ni-

canor, and Timon , and Par-

menas, and Nicolas a profelyte

of Antioch -Whom they fet

before the apofties : and when

they had prayed , they laid

their hands onthem,
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CHAP. VI.

OfOrdinances in a particular

THE

Church.

HE ordinances, eſtabliſhed by Chrift the

head, in a particular church, which is re-

Ordinances of gularly conftituted with its proper

the church. officers ", are, prayer , finging praiſes ,

reading", expounding and preaching the word

of God ; adminiftering baptifm and the Lord's

fupper ; public folemn faſting and thankſgiv-

Ia I Cor. 14. 26, 33, 40.

Let all things be done to edi-

fying. For God is not the

author of confufion, but of

peace, as in all churches of the

faints. Let all things be done

decently and in order.

b Acts 6. 4. But we will

give ourſelves continually to

prayer, and to the miniftry of

the word. I Tim . 2. I.

c Col. 3. 16. Teaching and

admonishing one another, in

pfalms, and hymns, and fpiri-

tual fongs, finging with grace

in your hearts to the Lord.-

Pfal. 9. 11 -Eph. 5. 19.-

Alfo Col. 4. 16.

d Acts 15. 21.

16, and 17.

Luke 4.

e Tit. 1. 9. Holding faft

the faithful word as he hath

been taught, that he may be

able by found doctrine, both

to exhort and to convince the

gain-fayers. Acts 10. 42. He

commanded us to preach unto

the people. See alſo, Acts 28.

23. Luke 24. 47. 2 Tim. 4. 2.

Acts 9. 20.

f Matt. 28. 19 Go ye there-

fore and teach all nations, bap-

tifing them in the name ofthe

Father, and of the Son, and of

the Holy Ghoft . See ver. 20.

and Mark 16. 15, 16.- 1 Cor.

II. 23. 24, 25. For I have

received of the Lord, that

which alfo I delivered unto

you; that the Lord Jefus, the

fame night in which he was

betrayed, took bread.-And

when he had given thanks, he

brake it, and faid, Take, eat ;

this is my body, which is brok-

en for you : this do in remem-

brance ofme.-After the fame

manner alfo he took the cup,
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ing , catechifing", making collections for the

poor, and other pious purpoſes ' ; exerciſing dif-

cipline ; and bleſſing the people'.

when he had fupped, faying,

This cup isthe New l'eftament

in my blood, this do ye, as oft

as ye drink it, in remembrance

of me. Verſe 26. For as often

as ye eat this bread, and drink

this cup, ye do fhew the Lord's

death till he come. Compared
with Cor. 10. 16.

g Luke 5. 35. But the days

will come when the bride-

groom fhall be taken away

from them, and then fhall they

faft in thofe days. Pfal. 50. 14.

Offer unto God thankfgiving:

andpaythy vows unto the Moſt

High. Phil. 4. 6.-In every

thing, by prayer and fupplica-

tion, with thankſgiving, let

your requests be made known

unto God. See 1 Tim. 2. I.

Pfal. 95. 2.

h Heb. 5. 12. For when

for the time ye ought to be

teachers, ye have need that

one teach you again, which be

the first principles of the ora

cles of God, and are become

fuch as have need of milk, and

not offtrong meat.

i 1 Cor. 16. 1 , 2, 3, 4.

Now concerning the collection

for the faints , as I have given

order to the churches of Gala-

tia, even fo do ye.-Upon

the first day of the week, let

every one of you lay by him

in ftore as God hath profpered

him , that there be no gather-

ings when I come And when

I come, whomfoever ye fhall

approve by your letters, them

will 1 fend to bring your liber-

ality unto Jerufalem . And if it

be meet that I go alſo , they

fhall go with me. Gal. 2. 10.

Only they would that we ſhould

remember the poor; the fame

which I alfo was forwardto do.

k Heb 13. 17. Obey them

that have the rule over you,

and fubmit yourſelves : for they

watch for your fouls, as they

that muft give account: that

they may do it with joy, and

not with grief; for that is un.

profitable for you. I Theff. 5.

12. 13. And we beseech you,

brethren, to knowthem which

labour among you, and are o-

ver you in the Lord, and ad-

monith you ; and to eſteem

them very highly in love for

their work's fake; and be at

peace among yourſelves.

12 Cor. 13. 14. The grace

of the Lord Jefus Chrift, and

the love of God, and the com-

munion of the Holy Ghoſt, be

with you all. Amen . Eph. 1.

2. Grace be to you, and peace

from God our Father, and from

the Lord Jeſus Chriſt.
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CHA P. VII.

OfChurch Government, and the

several kinds of Judicatories.

Sect. I. T is abfolutely neceffary that the

government of the church, be ex-

Different
erciſed under fome certain and definite

Judicatories. forma : And we hold it to be expedi-

ent, and agreeable to fcripture and the practice

of the primitive Chriftians, that the church be

governed by congregational , prefbyterial and ſy-

nodical affemblies. In full confiftency with this

belief, we embrace , in the fpirit of charity,

thofe Chriſtians who differ from us, in opinion

or in practice, on theſe ſubjects".

Sect. II. Theſe affemblies ought not to pof-

Their pow- fefs any civil jurifdiction, nor to inflict

any civil penalties : Their power is

wholly moral or ſpiritual, and that only minifte-

er.

I. a Ezek. 43. II, 12.

Shew them the form of the

houfe , and the faſhion thereof,

and the goings- out thereof, and

the comings in thereof ; and

allthe forms thereof, and all the

ordinances thereof, and all the

formsthereof, and all the laws

thereof: and write it in their

fight, that they may keep the

whole form thereof, and all the

ordinances thereof, and do them

This isthe law of the houfe.

b Acts 15 5, 6. But there

rofe up certain of the fect of

the Pharifees which believed,

faying, That it was needful to

circumcife them, and to com-

mand them to keep the law of

Moles.-And the apoftles and

elders came together for to con-

fider of this matter.

II. c Luke 12. 13, 14. And

one of the company faid unto

him, Mafter, ſpeak to my

brother, that he divide the in-
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rial and declarative" . They poffefs the right of

requiring obedience to the laws of Chrift ; and

of excluding the diſobedient and diſorderly, from

the privileges ofthe church. To give efficiency,

however, to this neceffary and fcriptural autho-

rity, they poffefs the powers requifite for obtain-

ing evidence and inflicting cenfure : They can

call before them any offender against the order

and government of the church ; They can re-

quire members, of their own fociety , to appear

and give teftimony in the caufe ; but the high-

eft puniſhment to which their authority extends,

is to exclude the contumacious and impenitent,

from the congregation of believers .

heritance with me. And he

faid unto him, Man, who made

me a judge or a divider over

you ? John 18. 36. My king-

dom is not ofthis world.

d see and confult Acts 15 .

from the Ift tothe 32d verſe.

e Matt. 18. 15 , 16, 17 , 18,

19, 20. Moreover, ifthy bro-

ther fhall trefpafs againſt thee,

go and tell him his fault be-

tween thee and him alone ; if

he fhall hear thee, thou haft

gained thy brother. But ifhe

will not hear thee , then take

with thee one or two more,

that in the mouth of two or

three witneffes, every word

may be eſtabliſhed. And if

I

he fhall neglect to hear them,

tell it unto the church : but if

he neglect to hear the church,

let him be unto thee as an hea-

then man, and a publican . Ve-

rily I fay unto you, whatſoever

ye fhall bind to earth , fhall be

bound to heaven : and what-

foever ye fhall loofe on earth,

fhall be loofed in heaven .

Cor. 5. 4, 5. In the name of

our Lord Jefus Chrift, when

ye are gathered together, and

my fpirit , with the power of

our Lord Jefus Chrift,

deliver fuch an one unto Satan,

forthe deftruction of the fleſh ,

that the fpirit may be faved in

the day of the Lord Jeſus.

To
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CHAP. VIII.

Ofthe Congregational Assembly,

or Judicatory, usually styled

The Church Session.

Sect. I.

Conftituent

the Church

THE

HE church feffion confifts of

the minifter, or minifters, and

Membersof elders of a particular congregation" : of

Seffion. whom three Elders, if there be that

number in the Congregation, with the Miniſter,

thall be a quorum to do buſineſs.

Sect . II. The church feffion is competent

to the ſpiritual government of the con-Its Power. gregation : For which purpofe, they

4

have power to inquire into the knowledge and

chriftian conduct of the members ofthat church" ;

to call before them the offenders and witneſſes,

being members of their own fociety, and to in-

troduce witneſſes from other ſocieties or denomi-

nations, where it may be neceffary, to bring the

proceſs to iffue ; and, when they can be pro-

cured to attend, to admonish, to rebuke, to

fufpend, or exclude from the facraments, thofe

who are found to deferve the cenfures of the

I. a I Cor. 5. 4. In the

name ofour Lord Jefus Chrift,

when ye are gathered together,

andmy fpirit, with the power

of our Lord Jefus Chriſt.

II. b Heb. 13. 17. Obey

them that have the rule over

you, and ſubmit yourſelves,

for they watch for your fouls,

as they that muft give account,

that they may do it with joy,

and not with grief. 1 Theff, 5 .

12 , 13. and Tim , 5.17.-

c Ezek. 34. 4.

L1
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church ; to concert the the beſt meaſures for

promoting the ſpiritual interefts of the congre-

gation , and to appoint delegates to the higher

judicatories of the church .

Sect . III . The miniſter hath a right to con-

vene the feffion when he may judge it

Howtobe requifite . And he ought, in all cafes,

to convene them , when requeſted by
convened.

any two or more of the elders .

Sect. IV. We think it proper, that every

church feffion keep a fair regiſter, of

Regifters to births, of baptifms, of marriages, of

perfons admitted to the Lord's table,

ofdeaths in the fociety , and of other removals.

bekept.

CHA P. IX.

Ofthe Presbyterial Assembly.

Sect . I.

Neceflity ofthe TH
E

THE church being divided into

many feparate congregations ,

Prefbytery. theſe need mutual counſel and af-

di Theff. 5. 12, 13. And

we beseech you, brethren, to

knowthem whichlabouramong

you, and are over you in

the Lord, and admoniſh you.

And to efteem them very

highly in love, for their work's

fake, and be at peace among

yourſelves. See alſo 2 Theff.

3. 6, 14, 15. I Cor. II. 27.

tothe end.

eActs 15. 2. When there-

fore Paul and Barnabas had no

ſmall diffention and difputation

with them, they determined

that Paul and Barnabas, and

certain other of them, fhould

go up to Jerufalem unto the

apoftles and elders about this

queſtion . 6. And the apoſtles

and elderscame together for to

confider of this matter.

III.fActs 20. 17.
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fiftance, in order to preferve foundneſs of doc-

trine, and regularity of diſcipline ; and to enter

into common meaſures, for the promoting of

knowledge and religion, and for the preventing,

of the encroachments of infidelity and error".

Hence arife , the importance and uſefulneſs of

prefbyterial and fynodical affemblies .

Sec. II. A prefbytery confifts of all the mi-

nifters , and one ruling elder from

Conflituent, Mem- each congregation, within a cer-

tain difric .

bers thereof.

Sect . III. Every congregation, which has a

fettled paftor, has a right to be reprefented in

prefbytery, by one elder ; and every collegiate

church, by two or more elders , in proportion to

its minifters. Where there are two or more con-

gregations united, under one paftor, all fuch con-

I. a The church of Jerufa-

lem confifted of more than one,

as is manifeft both before and

afterthe difperfion , from Acts

6. 1, 6. Acts 9. 31.
Acts

21. 20. Acts 6. 2. Thefe con-

gregations were under one pref-

byterial government, proved

from Acts 15. 24, 28. Acts 11.

22, 30.-Acts 21. 17 , 18.--As

6 chap. That the church of

Ephefus had more congrega-

tions that one under a prefbyte-

rialgovernment, appears from

Acts 20. 31. Chap. 19. 18, 19,

20. 1 Cor. 16. 8, 9, 19. compar.

ed with Acts 18, 19, 24, 26.-

Acts 20. 17 , 25, 28, 30, 36 , 37 :

Rev. 2. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 , 6. joined

with Aas 20. 17, 18.

b 1 Tim. 4. 14. Neglect not

the gift that is in thee, which

was given thee by prophecy,

with the laying on of the hands

of the prefbytery. Acts 15. 2 .

-Verfe 4. And when they

were come to Jerufalem, they

were received of the church,

and of the apostles and elders,

and they declared all things

that God had done with them.

Ver. 6. And the Apoſtles and

elders came together for to

confider of this matter.

L1.2
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gregations fhall have but one elder to reprefent

them. Every congregation, which has no fettled

minifter, and is able and willing to fupport one,

fhall be entitled to be reprefented, by a ruling

elder, in this judicatory. And where there are

two or more fuch congregations, united for the

maintenance of the goſpel, and, in their united

ſtate are of the defcription aforefaid, then fuch :

united congregations may be reprefented by one

elder. Every elder, not known to the prefbytery,

fhall produce a certificate of his regular appoint-

ment, from the church which he reprefents .

Sect. IV. Any three minifters, and as many

a

elders as may be prefent belonging

Quorum of the to the prefbytery, being met, at the
Prefbytery. time and place appointed, fhall be a

judicatory, competent to the diſpatch of buſineſs ;

notwithſtanding the abfence of the other mem-

bersa.

Sect. V. The prefbytery hath cognizance

of all things that regard the wel-

fare of the particular churches with-

in their bounds, which are not cog-

Powers of the

Prefbytery, &c.

III. c Acts 15. 1 , 2, 3, 4 , 5,

6. 1 Cor. 14. 26, 33, 40. Let

all things be done to edifying.

-For God is not the author

of confufion, but of peace, as

in all the churches of the faints.

-Let all things be done decent-

ly, and in order.

IV. d Acts 14. And thence

failed to Antioch, from whence

they had beenrecommended by

the grace of God, for the work

which they fulfilled.And

whenthey were come and had

gathered the church together,

they rehearfed all that God had

done with them , and how he

had opened the door of faith
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nizable by the feffion . They have alſo a power

of receiving and ifſuing appeals from the feffions ,

and reférences, brought before them in an or-

derly manner ; of examining and licensing candi-

dates for the goſpel miniſtry ; of ordaining,

fettling, removing, or judging minifters" ; of

examining, and approving or cenfuring the

records of the feffions ; of refolving queſtions

of doctrine or difcipline, feriouſly and reafon-

ably propofed' ; of condemning erroneous opi-

unto the Gentiles : compared

with Acts II. 18. And when

they heard theſe things, they

held their peace, and glorified

God, faying, Then hath God

a'fo to the Gentiles granted

repentance unto life.

V.e Acts 15. 5. But there rofe

up certain of the fect of the

Pharifees which believed, fay-

ing, that it was needful to cir-

cumcife them , andto command

them tokeepthe law of Mofes.

Ver. 6. And the apostles and

elders came together forto con-

fider ofthis matter. Ver. 19.

Wherefore my fentence is, that

we trouble not them which

from among the Gentiles are

returned to God : Ver. 20. But

that we write unto them, that

they abftain from pollutions of

idols, and from fornication , and

from thingsftrangled, and from

blood.

f Acts 18. 24, 27. And a

certain Jew named Apollos,

born at Alexandria, an eloquent

man, and mighty in the fcrip-

tures, came to Ephefus.-And

when he was difpofed to pafs

into Achaia, the brethren

wrote, exhorting the difciples

to receive him. Compared with "̂

Acts 19. 1 , 2 , 3 , 4, 5 , 6, 7.

g1 Tim. 4. 14. Negled not

the gift that is in thee , which

was given thee by prophecy,

with the laying on of the hands,

of the prefbytery. Acts 13.2,

3. As they miniftered to the

Lord, and fafted, the Holy

Ghoft faid, Separate me Bar-

nabas and Saul for the work

whereunto I have called them.

And when they had fafted

and prayed, and layed their

hands on them, they fent them ?

away.

h Acts 15. 28. For it

feemed good to the Holy

Ghoft, and to us, to lay upon-

you no greater burden than

thefe neceffary things . 1 Cor. "

5.3.

i Acts 15. 10. Now there-

fore why tempt ye God, to

put a yoke upon the neck of

the difciples, which neither

our fathers nor we were able to

L13
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nions, that injure the purity or peace of the

church ; for viſiting particular churches, to en-

quire into their ſtate, and redrefs the evils that

may have ariſen within them' ; of uniting, or

dividing congregations, at the request of the..

people ; and of ordering whatever pertains to.

the fpiritual concerns of the churches under

their care". And it fhall be the duty of the .

prefbyteries to report to the fynod, licenfures,

ordinations, the difmiffing or receiving of mem-

bers, and the removal of members by death.

bear? Compared with Gal. 2 .

-4, 5.

k Acts 15. 22, 23 , 24. Then

pleafed it the apofiles and el-

ders, with the whole church,

to fend chofen men of their

own company to Antioch, with

Paul and Barnabas : namely,

Judas firnamed Barfabas, and

Silas, chief men among the

brethren, and they wrote letters

by them after this manner: The

apofiles, and elders, and bre-

thren, fend greeting unto the

brethren which are ofthe Gen-

tiles in Antioch, and Syria, and

Cilicia. Forafmuch as wehave

heard, that certain which went

out from us, have troubled

you with words fubverting

your fouls, faying, Ye muft be

circumcifed, and keep the law ;

towhom wegave no fuch com-

mandment.

1 Acts 20. 17. And from

Miletus he fent to Ephefus,

called the elders of the church .

Acts 6. 2. Then the twelve

called the multitude of the

difciples unto them, and faid,

It is not reaſon that we ſhould

leave the word of God, and

ferve tables.- Acts 15. 30. So

when they were diſmiſſed, they

came to Antioch : and when

they had gathered the multi-

tude together, they delivered

the epiftle.

m Eph. 6. 18. Pray-

ing always with all prayer and

ſupplication in the Spirit , and

watching thereunto with all

perfeverance, and fupplication
for all faints.-Phil. 4. 6. Be

careful for nothing ; but in

every thing by prayer and fup-

plication with thankſgiving,

letyour requeſts be made known

unto God.
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Sect. VI. The prefbytery fhall meet on their

own adjournment : and, when any
How tobe }

convened. emergency fhall require a meeting,

fooner than the time to which the ju

dicatory ſtands adjourned, the moderator fhall,

with the concurrence, or at the request of two

miniſters and two elders, the elders being of dif-

ferent "congregations, call meeting of the pref-

bytery, by a circular letter fent to every mini-

fter, and to the feffion of every vacant congre-

gation having a right to fend a repreſentative

to the judicatory, in due time previous to the

meeting; which time fhall be aſcertained and

recorded by each prefbytery, and ſhall not be

lefs than ten days : and nothing ſhall be tranf-

acted, at fuch fpecial meeting, befides the par-

ticular buſineſs for which the judicatory has been

thus convened.

Prefbytery.

Sect . VII. At each meeting of prefbytery, a

fermon fhall be delivered, if conve-

Opening of the nient; and every particular feffion

fhall be opened and concluded with

prayer ; The roll fhall be called, and the meet-

ing recorded by the clerk, who fhall enter the

names of the members prefent, and alfo of thoſe

minifters who are abfent.
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СНАР. Х.

Of the Synodical Assembly*.

Sect . I.

Conftituent
A

Sa prefbytery is the convention

of the bishops and elders, with-.

Members of in a certain diſtrict ; fo a fynod is a

Synod. convention of the bishops and elders,

within a larger diftrict, including feveral presby-

teries.

Sect. II. Any feven miniſters of the fynod,

who ſhall convene at the time and place of meet-

ing, with as many elders as may be prefent, fhall

be a quorum to tranfact fynodical buſineſs ; pro-

vided not more than four of the faid minifters -

belong to one preſbytery.

Powers

Sect. III. The fynod have power to admit

and judge of appeals, regularly brought

thereof. up from the prefbyteries : to give their

judgment on all references, and ecclefi-

aftical cafes, made to them; to review the pref-

bytery books ; to redrefs whatever hath been

done by preſbyteries contrary to order ; to take

effectual care that prefbyteries obferve the con-

ftitutions of the church ; to make fuch regula.

tions forthe benefit of their whole body, and

ofthe prefbyteries and churches under their care,

As the proofs already adduced in favour of a prefbyterial :

affembly in the government of the church, are equally valid in

fupport of a fynodical affembly (fincc a fynod is only a larger

prefbytery) it is unneceffary to repeat the fcriptures to which r

ference has been made under Cha¡ IX, or to add any other,
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as fhall be agreeable to the word of God, and

not contradictory to the decifions of the general

affembly, and to propofe, to the general affem-

bly, for their adoption, fuch meaſures as may

be of common advantage to the whole church.

CHAP. XI.

Of the General Assembly†.

Sect. I.

THE

HE general affembly is the

higheſt judicatory of the pref-

byterian church ; and fhall repre-

Style of the high-

eft Judicatory of fent, in one body, all the particu-

the Prefbyterian lar churches of this denomination ;

Church.

and fhall bear the ftyle and title of.

of The General Aſſembly ofthe Prefbyterian Church

in the United States of America.

Sect. II. The general affembly ſhall confift

of an equal delegation of biſhops and elders.

† The radical principles of prefbyterian church government

and difcipline are ;-That the feveral different congregations of

believers, taken collectively, conftitute one church of Chrift,

called emphatically the church; that a larger part of the church,

or a reprefentation of it, fhould govern a ſmaller, or determine

matters of controverfy which arife therein ; that, in like man-

ner, a reprefentation of the whole fhould govern and determine

in regard to every part and to all the parts united, that is, that i

a majority ballgovern : And, confequently, that appeals may be

carried from lower to higher judicatories, till they be finally de-

cided by the collected wisdom and united voice of the whole

church. For theſe principles and this procedure, the example

of the apoſtles and the practice of the primitive church is confi-

dered as authority - See Acts 15. 1 , 2, 4, 6. and from the

24to the 29th , verfes ; alfo Acts 16. 14. and the proofs addu

ced under thethree laft chapters.



394 FORM OF GOVERNMENT.

Conftituent Mem- from each prefbytery, in the fol-.
bers of the Gene-

ral Affembly. lowing proportion : viz. each pref-

bytery, confifting of not more than fix minifters

fhall fend one minifter and one elder ; each pref-

bytery, confifting of more than fix minifters and

not more than twelve, fhall fend two minifters

and two elders ; and in like proportion, for eve-

ry fix minifters, in any prefbytery: And thefe

delegates, fo appointed, fhall bear the title of

Commiffioners to the general affembly.

Quorum

Sect. III. Any fourteen, or more, of thefe

commiffioners, one half of whom fhall

thereof. be minifters, being met, on the day, and.

at the place appointed, fhall be compe-

tent to form a general affembly, and to proceed

to bufinefs .

Sect. IV. The affembly fhall receive and if-

fue all appeals and references, which
Power of the

Affembly.

""

may be regularly brought before them

from the inferior judicatories ; they

fhall review the minutes and proceedings of eve-

ryfynod, to approve or cenfure them; they ſhall

give their advice and inſtructions, in all other cafes

fubmitted to them ; and they fhall alſo conſtitute

the bond of union, peace, correſpondence, and

mutual confidence, among all our churches.

Sect . V. To the affembly alfo belongs the

power of confulting, reafoning, and

the Affembly. judging, in controverfies refpecting

doctrine and difcipline ; of reprov-

ing, warning, or bearing teftimony againft error:

Other Powers of
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in doctrine, or immorality in practice, in any

church, prefbytery, or fynod ; of correfpond-

ing with foreign churches ; of putting a flop to

fchifmatical contentions, and difputations ; and,

in general, of recommending and attempting re-

formation of manners ; and of promoting charity,

'truth and holinefs, through all the churches ;

and of erecting new fynods, when they judge it

neceffary.

Reſtriction of

Sect . VI. Before any overtures or regulations,

propofed by the affembly to be eſtab-

the power of lifhed as conftitutional rules, fhall be

the Affembly obligatory on the churches, it fhall

be neceffary to tranfmit them to all the prefbytc-

ries, and to receive the returns of, at least, a majo-

rity of the prefbyteries, in writing, approving

thereof.

CHA P. XII.

OfElectingand ordaining ruling

Elders and Deacons.

Sect . I.

H

AVING defined the officers

of the church, and the affem-

blies by which it fhall be governed, it is proper

here to prefcribe the modes in which ecclefiaftical

rulers fhall be ordained to their refpective offices.
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Mode of elect-

Sect . II. Every congregation ſhall elect perfons

to the office of ruling elder, and to

ing ruling El- the office of deacon, or either ofthem,

ders, &c. in the mode moft approved, and in uſe

in that congregation'. But in all caſes, the per-

fons elected, must be male communicating mem-

bers in that church , in which they are to exerciſe

their office.

Sect. III. When any perſon ſhall have been

elected to either of thefe offices, and

fhall have declared his willingness to

Howto be or-

dained.

accept thereof, he fhall be fet apart in

the following manner,

Sect. IV. After fermon, the minifter fhall

Engagements
required of El. propoſe to him, in the preſence of

ders and Dea- the congregation, the following quef-

tions : viz .
cons.

1. Do you believe the fcriptures of the Old and

New Teſtament, to be the word of God, the only

infallible rule of faith and practice ?

2. Do you fincerely receive and adopt, the con-

feffion of faith of this church, as containing the

fyftem of doctrine taught in the holy ſcriptures ?

3. Do you approve of the government and dif-

cipline of the prefbyterian church, as exercifed

in thefe United States ?

4. Do you accep
t
the offic

e of rulin
g

elder

For deac
on

as the cafe may be] in this congr
ega-

a I Cor. 14. 40. Let all things be done decently and in
order.



FORM OF GOVERNMENT.
397

tion, and promiſe faithfully to perform all the

duties thereof ?

After having anſwered theſe queſtions in the

affirmative, he fhall be fet apart, by

prayer, to the office of elder [or dea-

con as the cafe may be ; ] and the mi-

nifter fhall give him, and the congregation, an

exhortation fuited to the occafion .

To be fet

apart by

Prayer.

CHAP. XIII .

Oflicensing Candidates, or Pro-

bationers, to preach the Gospel.

Sect. I.

Probationers.

THE

HE holy fcriptures require

that fome trial be previously

Prefbyteries had of thoſe who are to be ordain-

ought toLicenſe ed to the ministry of the gospel,

that this facred office may not be de-

graded, by being committed to weak or unworthy

men ; and that the churches may have an oppor-

tunity to form a better judgment reſpecting the

talents of thoſe by whom they are to be inſtructed

and governed. For this purpoſe preſbyteries

fhall licence probationers, to preach the goſpel ;

that after a competent trial of their talents, and

b Acts 6. 5, 6.

a 1 Tim. 3. 6. Not a novice. 2 Tim . 2. 2. Andthethings

that thou hast heard of me among many witneffes, the fame

M m
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receiving from the churches a good report,

theymay, in due time, ordain them tothe paftorai

officeb.

cenfed.

Sect. II. It is proper and requifite, that can-

didates, applying to the prefbytery

Teftimonialsto to be licenfed to preach the gofpel,

beproduced byCandidates ap produce fatisfactory teftimonials of

plyingtobe Li- their good moral character, and of

their being regular members of ſome

particular church. And it is the duty of the

presbytery, for their fatisfaction with regard to

the real piety of fuch candidates, to examine

them refpecting their experimental acquaintance

with religion, and the motives which influence

And it is re-
them to defire the facred office .

commended, that the candidate be alfo required

to produce a diploma, of bachelor or matter of

arts, from fome college or univerfity : or at leaft

authentic teftimonials of his having gone through

a regular courſe of learning .

Sect. III. Becauſe it is highly reproachful

to religion, and dangerous to the

to Lincenfe.

Trials in order church, to intruft the holy mini-

ftry to weak and ignorant men" ,
the

commit thou to faithful men who fhall be able to teach others

alfo.

b 1 Tim. 3. 7. 3 John 12.
Rom . 2. 21. Thou , therefore , who teacheſt another, teach-

eft thou not thyself ? &c. in connection with letter a.

氤
d See letters a and b.
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prefbytery fhall try each candidate, as to his

knowledge of the Latin language ; and of the

original languages in which the holy fcriptures

were written. They thall examine him, on the arts

and ſciences; on theology, natural and revealed;

and on ecclefiaftical hiſtory. And in order to

make trial of his talents to explain and vindicate,

and practically to enforce the doctrines of the

gofpel, the prefbytery fhall require of him, an

-exegefis on fome common head of divinity ; a

prefbyterial exercife ; a lecture or explication of

a portion of feripture ; and a popular fermon,

or other fimilar exercifes, to be held, at feveral

fucceffive feffions, till they fhall have obtained

fatisfaction, as to his piety, literature and apt-

nefs to teach in the churches".

Sect . IV. That the most effectual meaſures

may be taken, to guard againſt the

The Study of admiflion of infufficient men into the

Divinity muft

continue at leaſt facred office , it is recommended,

two Years be- that no candidate, except in extra-

fore Licenfe.

ordinary cafes, be licenfed ; unleſs ,

after his having completed the ufual

courfe of academical ftudies, he thall have ftu-

died divinity at least two years, under fome ap-

proved divine, or profeffor of theology.

e 1 Tim . 3. 2. pt to teach. See alfo the foregoing quo

tations.

£ See letter a.

M m 2
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required of

Sect . V. Before the prefbytery

Engagements proceed to licenſe the candidate, the

Probationers, moderator fhall require of him the

before Licenfe: following engagements : viz.

1. Do you believe the fcriptures of the Old

and New Teftament, to be the word of God, the

only infallible rule of faith and practice ?

2. Do you fincerely receive and adopt the

confeffion of faith of this church, as containing

the fyftem of doctrine taught in the holy fcrip-

tures ?

3. Do you promife to ftudy the peace, unity,

and purity of the church ?

4. Do you promife to fubmit yourself, in the

Lord, to the government of this prefbytery, or

of any other prefbytery in the bounds of which

you may be?

Manner of li-

cenfing.

Sect. VI. The candidate having anfwered

thefe queſtions in the affirmative ,

and the moderator having offered

up a prayer fuitable to the occafion,

he hall addrefs himſelf to the candidate , to the

following purpoſe: "In the name of the Lord

Jefus Chrift, and by that authority which he

hath given to his church for its edification , we

do licenfe you to preach the goſpel , wherever

God in his providence may call you : and for

this purpoſe, may the blefling of God rest upon

you, and the Spirit of Chrift fill your heart.

Amen." And record fhall be made of the licen-

fure, in the following form : viz.

1
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At the

presbytery of

dayof the

Having received.

Form of fufficient teftimonials, in favour of

Licenſe of his having gone through a regular

courſe of literature ; of his good moral charac-

ter ; and of his being in the communion ofthe

church ; proceeded to take the ufual parts of trial

for his licenfure : And he having given fatisfac--

tion, as to his accompliſhments in literature ; as

to his experimental acquaintance with religion ;

and as to his proficiency in divinity, and other

ftudies ; the presbytery did, and hereby do ex-

prefs their approbation of all theſe parts of trial ::

And he having adopted the confeffion of faith.

of this church ; and fatisfactorily anſwered the

queſtions, appointed to be put to candidates to be

licenſed ; the presbytery did, and hereby do

licenſe him , the faid to preach the gof-

pel of Chriſt, as a probationer for the holy mi-

niftry, within the bounds of this presbytery, or

wherever he fhall be orderly called:

a Probationer.

Sect . VII. When any candidate fhall, by the

permiffion of his presbytery, remove

Teftimonials of without its limits , an extract of this

record, accompanied with a presby..

terial recommendation, figned by the clerk, fhall

be his testimonials, to the presbytery under whofe

care he ſhall come.

M.m.3
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CHAP. XIV.

Of the Election and Ordination

of Bishops or Pastorsa.

Sect. I.

W

HENany probationer or pro-

bationers, fhall have preach-

A Church diſpo- ed fo much to the fatisfaction of

fedto prepare a

Ordination , fhall

ofa Minister.

Call in order to any congregation as that the people

afk the affiftance appear prepared to elect a paftor,

the feffion thall folicit the preſence

and counfel of fome neighbouring minifter, to

affift them in conducting the election contempla-

ted, unleſs highly inconvenient on account of

diſtance In which cafe they may proceed with-

out fuch affiftance.

:

Sect . II. On a Lord's day, immediately after

The Day for public worship, it fhall be intimated
preparing the

Call fhall be from the pulpit, that all the members

previouſly ap of that congregation are requeſted

pointed on a

Lord'sDay. to meet, on enfuing,

at the church, or ufual place for

holding public worship ; then and there, if it be

a The contents ofthe first eight fections of this chapter and

offeveral other parts of the form of government, efpecially the

whole ofthe fifteenth chapter, do not, it is apprchended, need

to be explicitly and directly fupported by the words of fcripture.

Theyrelate to thofe circumstances and arrangements in the oF-
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agreeable to them, to proceed to the election of a

paftor, for that Congregation.

fhall receive the

Sect. III. On the day appointed, the minifter,

The Minifter whofe affiftance has been obtained,

Votes of none fhall preach a fermon, at the uſual

but regular feafon for public worſhip ; and after
Members , and

who punctually fermon, he ſhall announce to the peo-

paytowardsthe
Support of the ple, that he will immediately proceed

Church. to take the votes of the electors of that

congregation, for a paftor if fuch be their defire ;

and when this defire fhall be expreffed , by a ma-

jority of voices, he fhall then proceed to take the

votes for a paftor. In this election no perfon fhall

be entitled to vote, who refuſes to ſubmit to the

cenfures ofthe church, regularly adminiſtered ; or

who does not contribute his juſt proportion, ac-

cording to his own engagements, or the rules of

that church, to all its neceffary expences.

Sect . IV. When the votes are taken, if it

Whenthe people appear that a great proportion of

are not unanimous the people are averſe from the can-

the Minifter fhall didate, who has a majority of votes,
certifythe number

and circumftances and cannot be induced to concur in

ofthe diffentients. the call, the affifting minifter

fhall endeavour to diffuade the congregation from

?

der of God's houfe, which, though uſeful to be ſpecified in a

formula of church government, are and muſt be left, in a great

meafure, tohuman prudence, affifted by fome general directions

offcripture.
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profecuting it further. But if the people be

nearly, or entirely, unanimous ; or if the majori

ty ſhall infiſt upon their right to call a minifter ;

then in that cafe, the minifter, after ufing his

utmoſt endeavours to perfuade the congregation

to unanimity, fhall proceed to draw a call in due

form , and to have it fubfcribed by the electors ;

certifying, at the fame time, the number and

circumſtances of thoſe who do not concur in the

call : All which proceedings fhall be laid before

the presbytery, together with the call .

viz.

The call ſhall be in the following, or like form,

ofa call.

The Congregation of

The Form being, on fufficient grounds, well fatis

fied of the minifterial qualifications

of you and having good hopes

from our paſt experience of your labours, that

your miniftrations in the goſpel will be profitable

to our ſpiritual interefts, do earneftly call and

defire you, to undertake the paſtoral office in

faid congregation ; promifing you, in the dif

charge of your duty, all proper fupport, encour

ragement, and obedience, in the Lord: And

that you may be free from worldly cares and avo-

cations, we hereby promiſe and oblige ourfelves .

to pay to you, the fum of in regular*

payments, during the time,

This blank to be filled up with the words, quarterly, half :

vearly, or yearly, as may beft fuit the congregation .
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of your being, and continuing the regular paftor

of this church. In teftimony whereof, we have

reſpectively fubfcribed our names, this

day of A. D.

Attefted by A. B. Moderator of the meeting.

Sect. V. But if any congregation ſhall chooſe

A call may, in
to fubfcribe their call, by their elders

certain cafes, be and deacons, or truítees , or commit-

fubfcribed by El-
dersor Deacons. tee, or either, they ſhall be at liberty

fo to do; but it fhall , in ſuch caſe,

be fully certified to the presbytery, by the mi-

nifter, or other perfon who prefided , that they

have been appointed, for this purpoſe, by a pub-

lic vote of the congregation; and that the call

has been, in all other refpects, prepared as above

directed.

ment.

Sect . VI. When a call fhall be prefented to

A Call fufficient any minifter or candidate, it fhall

both for Ordina- always be viewed as a fufficient peti-

tion and Inſtal- tion from the people for his inſtal-

ment. The acceptance of a call ,

by a minifter or candidate, fhall always be con-

ſidered as a requeft, on his part, to be inftalled

at the fame time. And when a candidate ſhall be

ordained, in confequence of a call from any

congregation, the presbytery fhall always, at the

fame time, ordain and inſtall him paftor of that

congregation.
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be

Sect . VII. The call, thus prepared, fhall be

The Call muſt preſented to the presbytery , under

prefented whofe care the perfon called ſhall be;

to the Prefby- that, if the presbytery think it ex-

pedient to prefent the call to him,

may be accordingly prefented : And no mini-

fter or candidate fhall receive a call but through

the hands of the presbytery.

tery.

it

Sect . VIII. If the call be to the licentiate of

another presbytery, in that cafe the

ceed when the commiffioners, deputed from the

Callis to the Li- congregation to profecute the call,

therPrefbytery. fhall produce, to that judicatory, a

certificate from their own presby-

centiate of ano-

tery, regularly attefted by the moderator and

clerk, that they are in order. If that presby--

tery preſent the call to their licentiate, and he be

difpofed to accept it, they fhall then diſmiſs him

from their jurifdiction , and require him to re-

pair to that presbytery, into the bounds of which

he is called; and there to fubmit himſelf to the

ufual trials preparatory to ordination.

Trials for Or-

dination.

Sect . IX. Trials for ordination, eſpecially in

a different presbytery from that in

which the candidate was licensed,

fhall confift of a careful examination

as to his acquaintance with experimental religi-

on; as to his knowledge of philofophy, theo-

logy, ecclefiaftical hiftory, the Greek and He-
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brewlanguages, and fuch other branches of learn-

ing as to the presbytery may appear requifite ;

and as to his knowledge of the conftitution, the

rules and principles of the government and diſci-

pline of the church ; together with fuch written

difcourfe, or diſcourſes, founded on the word of

God, as to the presbytery fhall feem proper".

The presbytery, being fully fatisfied with his

qualifications for the facred office, fhall appoint

a day for his ordination, which ought to be, if

convenient, in that church of which he is to be

the miniſter. It is alſo recommended that a faſt

day be obſerved in the congregation previous to

the day of ordination .

Sect . X. The day appointed for ordination"

being come, and the presbytery

Prefbytery be- convened, a memberof the presbytery,

ing conftituted previouſly appointed to that duty,

be preached, fhall preach a fermon adapted to

a Sermon fhall

&c. the occafion. The fame, or another

member appointed to prefide in this

bufinefs, fhall afterwards briefly recite from the

pulpit, in the audience of the people, the pro-

ceedings of the presbytery preparatory to this

tranfaction : He fhall point out the nature and

importance of the ordinance ; and endeavour to

impreſs the audience with a proper ſenſe of the

folemnity of the tranfaction.

b See the proofs in ſections 1, 2, 3, 4, of chapter 13.

c Acts 13. 2, 3.
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Engagements
Then addreffing himself to the

required ofthofe candidate, he fhall propoſe to him

who areordained the following questions, viz.

1. Do you believe the fcriptures of the Old

and New Teſtament to be the word of God, the

only infallible rule of faith and practice“ ?

2. Do you fincerely receive, and adopt, the

confeffion of faith of this church, as containing

the fyftem of doctrine taught in the holy fcrip-

tures"?

3. Do you approve of the government and

difcipline of the presbyterian church, as pre-

fcribed in the form of the government and diſci-

pline ofthe presbyterian church in thefe United

States ?

4. Do you promiſe ſubjection to your bre-

thren, in the Lord ?

5. Have you been induced, as far as you

know your own heart, to feek the office of the

holy miniftry, from love to God, and a fincere

defire to promote his glory in the gospel of his

Son" ?

6. Do you promife to be zealous and faithful

in maintaining the truths of the goſpel, and the

purity and peace of the church ; whatever per-

fecution, or oppofition, may ariſe unto you on

that account ?

d 2 Tim. 3. 16.-Eph. 2. 20.

e 2 Tim. 1. 13.

f See letter e.

g 2 Pet. 5. 5.

1 Cor. 2. 2.2 Cor. 4. 5.

i Acts 20. 17-31
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7. Do you engage to be faithful , and diligent,

in the exerciſe of all private and perfonal duties,

which become you as a Chriftian and a miniſter

of the gospel ; as well as in all relative duties,

and the public duties of your office, endeavouring

to adorn the profeffion of the gofpel by your

converfation ; and walking, with exemplary piety,

before the flock over which God fhall make you

overfeer ?

When the candidate is to be ordained as the

paftor of a particular congregation, the following

queſtion fhall be added.

8. Are you now willing to take the charge of

this congregation, agreeably to your declaration

at accepting their call ? And do you promiſe to

diſcharge the duties of a paftor to them, as God

fhall give you ftrength' ?

Sect . XI. The candidate having anfwered

theſe queſtions in the affirmative,

Engagements
required ofthe the moderator fhall demand of the

People. people :

1. Do you, the people of this congregation,

continue to profefs your readineſs to receive

whom youhave called, to be

yourminifter?

>

2. Do you promiſe to receive the word of

truth from his mouth, with meeknefs and love ;

kSeethe epiftles to Timothy and Titus throughout.

11 Pet. 5. 2.

N n
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and to fubmit to him, with humility, in the due

exerciſe of difcipline" ?

3. Do you promife to encourage him in his

arduous labour , and to affift his endeavours for

your inftruction and fpiritual edification" ?

4. And do you engage to continue to him,

whilehe is your paftor, that competent worldly

maintenance which you have promiſed ; and

whatever elfe you may fee needful, for the ho-

nour of religion, and his comfort among you" ?

Sect. XII . The people having anfwered

theſe queſtions , in the affirmative , by

Modeofor- holding up their right hands, the
dination. candidate fhall kneel down, in the

moſt convenient part of the church : Then the

prefiding bishop fhall, by prayer", and with the

laying on ofthe hands of the prefbytery , ac-

cording to the apoftolic example, folemnly ordain

him to the holy office of the gospel ministry.

Prayer being ended, he shall rife from his knees :

and the minister who prefices fhali firft, and af-

terwards all the members of the prefbytery in

their order, take him by the right hand, ſaying,

in words to this purpek , " We give you the

right hand of fellowship, to take part of this mi-

Heb. 13. 17.
m James I. 21

niTheff. 5. 12 , 13.

o 1 Cor. 9. 7-15.

pActs 13. 2. 3.

qI Tim 4. 14.
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niftry with us"."

fiding, or fome other appointed for the purpoſe,

fhall give a folemn charge in the name of God,

to the newly ordained biſhop , and to the people ,

to perfevere in the diſcharge of their mutual du-

ties ; and fhall then, by prayer, recommend

them both to the grace of God, and his holy

keeping ; and finally, after finging a palm ,

fhall difmifs the congregation with the ufual

bleffing. And the prefbytery ſhall duly record

the tranfaction .

After which the minifter pre-

CHA P. XV.

Of Translation, or removing a

Minister fromone Charge to

another*.

Sect. I.

N

O bishop fhall be tranflated

from one church to another,

nor ſhall he receive any call for that

be made by the purpoſe, but by the permiffion of the

Prefbytery.

Tranflation to

prefbytery.

r Gal. 2. 9. Acs 1. 25.

f2 Tim. 4. 1 , 2.

t Mark 5. 24. Heb. 2. 1.-See alſo letters m, n, o.

* See note a, at the beginning of the laſt chapter, page 402.

Nn 2
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Mode of Pro-

Jations.

Sec. II. Any church, defiring to call a fet-

tled miniſter from his prefent charge,

cedure in Tranf- fhall, by commiffioners properly au-

thoriſed, repreſent to the presbytery

the ground on which they plead his removal.

The presbytery, having maturely confidered their

plea, may, according as it appears more or lefs

reafonable, either recommend to them to defift

from profecuting the call ; or may order it to be

delivered to the miniſter to whom it is directed ;

if the parties be not prepared to have the matter

iffued, at that presbytery, a written citation ſhall

be given to the Minister, and his congregation, to

appear before the presbytery at their next meeting.

This citation thall be read from the pulpit in that

church, by a member of the presbytery appointed

for that purpoſe, immediately after public worſhip;

ſo that, at leaſt , two fabbaths fhall intervene, be-

twixt the citation , and the meeting of the presby-

tery at which the cauſe of tranflation is to be

confidered. The presbytery, being met, and hav-

ing heard the parties, fhall, upon the whole view

of the cafe, either continue him in his former

charge, or tranſlate him, as they ſhall deem to be

moft for the peace and edification of the church ;

or refer the whole affair to the fynod, at their next

meeting, for their advice and direction.



FORM OF GOVERNMENT. 4133

the Minifter

Sect. III. When the congregation, calling

Mode of Pro- any fettled minifter, is within the

cedure when limits of another presbytery, that

is of another congrégation fhall obtain leave, from

Prefbytery .
the presbytery to which they belong,

to apply tothe presbytery of which he is a mem-

ber: And that presbytery , having cited him and

his congregation as before directed, fhall pro

ceed to hear and iffue the caufe. If they agree

to the tranflation, they fhall releafe him from his

prefent charge ; and having given him proper

teſtimonials, ſhall require him to repair to that

presbytery, within the bounds of which the con-

gregation calling him lies, that the proper ſteps

may be taken for his regular fettlement in that

congregation : And the presbytery to which the

congregation belongs, having received an authen-

ticated certificate of his releaſe, under the hand

of the clerk of that presbytery, ſhall proceed to

inſtall him in the congregation, as foon as con-

venient. Provided always, that no bifhop or

paftor ſhall be tranflated , without his own con

fent previouſly obtained.

Sect. IV. When any minifter is to be fet-

tled in a congregation, the inſtal
Inftalment con-

flitutes the paf- ment, which confifts in conftitut

toral Relation, ing a paſtoral relation between him

and the people of that particular

church, may be performed, either by the pref-

&c.

Nn3
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bytery, or by a committee appointed for that

purpoſe, as may appear most expedient: and the

following order fhall be obferved therein,

Sect. V. A day fhall be appointed for the

Notice of the inftalment, at fuch time as may

Day must be gi- appear most convenient , and due

notice thereof given to the con-

ven.

gregation.

&c.

Sect. VI. When the presbytery, or commit-

A Sermon fhall tee , fhall be convened and confti-

be delivered, tuted, on the day appointed, a fer-

mon fhall be delivered, by fome

one of the members previouſly appointed there-

to ; immediately after which, the bishop who

is to prefide, fhall ftate to the congregation the

defign oftheir meeting, and briefly recite the pro-

ceedings of the presbytery relative thereto. And

then, addreffing himſelf to the minifter to be

inftalled, fhall propofe to him the following or

fimilar questions :

1. Are you now willing to take the charge

Instalment con- of this congregation, as their paf-

fifts in mutual
Engagements of tor, agreeably to your declaration

at excepting their call ?Miniſter and

People.

2. Do you confcientioufly believe and declare,

as far as you know your own heart, that in tak-

ing upon you this charge, you, are influenced by
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a fincere defire to promote the glory of God, and

the good of his church ?

•

3. Do you folemnly promife, that, by the

affiftance of the grace of God, you will endea-

vour faithfully to diſcharge all the duties of a

paftor to this congregation ; and will be careful

to maintain a deportment, in all refpects becom-

ing a miniſter of the goſpel of Chrift, agreeably

to your ordination engagements ? To all theſe

having received fatisfactory anſwers, he ſhall

propofe to the people the fame or like queſtions,

as thofe directed under the head of ordination ;

which having been alfo fatisfactorily anſwered,

by holding up the right hand, in teſtimony of

affent, he ſhall folemnly pronounce and declare

the faid minifter to be regularly conftituted the

paftor of that congregation. A charge fhall

then be given to both parties, as directed in the

affair of ordination ; and, after prayer, and fing-

ing a pfalm adapted to the tranfaction, the con

gregation fhall be difmiffed with the ufual bene-

diction.

of Families fhall

Sect . VH. It is highly becoming, that, af

Elders and Heads ter the folemnity of the inftal-

ment, the heads of families of

give their right

HandtotheirMi- that congregation who are then

prefent, or at least the elders, and

thofe appointed to take care of the temporal con-

cerns of that church, fhould come forward to

their pastor, and give him their right hand,

nifter.
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in token of cordial reception and affectionate

regard.

CHA P. XVI.

Of resigning apastoral Charge.

Sect. I.

The Congrega-

tionmuſt be cit
ted and heard.

W

HEN any minifter fhall la

bour under fuch grievances

in his congregation, as that he

ſhall defire leave to` refign his paf-

toral charge, the presbytery fhall

cite the congregation to appear, by their coin-

miffioners, at their next meeting, to fhew cauſe,

if any they have, why the presbytery ſhould not

accept the refignation . If the congregation fail

to appear, or if their reafons for retaining their

paftor be deemed by the presbytery infuffici

ent, he shall have leave granted to refign his pa-

ftoral charge; of which due record fhall be made,

and that church fhall be held to be vacant, till

fupplied again, in an orderly manner, with an-

other minifter : And if any congregation fhall

defire to be releaſed from their paftor, a fimilar

procefs, mutatis mutandis, fhall be obferved.
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WHE

CHAP. XVII.

Of Missions.

HEN vacancies become fo numerous

in any presbytery, that they cannot be

fupplied with the frequent adminiſtration of the

word and ordinances, it fhall be proper for fuch

presbytery, or any vacant congregation within

their bounds, with the leave of the presbytery,

to apply to any other presbytery, or to any fynod,

or to the general affembly, for fuch affiftance

as they can afford. And, when any presby-

tery fhall fend any of their miniſters or proba-

tioners to diftant vacancies, the miffionary

fhall be ready to produce his credentials to

the presbytery or presbyteries, through the

bounds of which he may paſs, or at leaſt to a

committee thereof, and obtain their approbati.

on. And the general affembly may, of their

own knowledge, fend miffions to any part to

plant churches, or to fupply vacancies : And, for

this purpoſe, may direct any presbytery to ordain

evangeliſts, or minifters without relation to par-

ticular churches : Provided always, that fuch

miſſions be made with the confent of the parties

appointed; and that the judicatory ſending them

make the neceffary provifion for their fupport

and reward in the performance of this ſervice.
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Sect: I.

СНАР. XVIII.

Of Moderators.

IT

T is equally neceffary in the judi-

catories ofthe church, as in other

A Moderator affemblies, that there should be a mo-

neceflary.
derator or prefident ; that the buſineſs

may be conducted with order and diſpatch.

Sect. II. The moderator is to be confidered

as poffeffing, by delegation from

the whole body, all authority neceſ-

The Authority

and Duty ofthe
Moderator.

fary for the preſervation of order ;

for convening and adjourning the judicatory ;

and directing its operations according to the rules

of the church. He is to propoſe to the judica-

tory every fubject of deliberation that comes be

fore them. He may propoſe what appears to

him the moſt regular and ſpeedy way of bringing

any bufinefs to iffue. He ſhall prevent the mem-

bers from interrupting each other ; and require

them, in fpeaking, always to addreſs the chair.

He fhall prevent a fpeaker from deviating from

the fubject ; and from ufing perfonal reflections.

He fhall filence thoſe who refufe to obey order.

He ſhall prevent members who attempt to leave

the judicatory without leave obtained from him.

He hall, at a proper feafon, when the delibera.



FORM OF GOVERNMENT. 419

tions are ended, put the question and call the

votes. If the judicatory be equally divided he

fhall poffefs the cafting vote.
If he be not wil-

ling to decide, he shall put the queſtion a fecond

time: and if the judicatory be again equally di-

vided, and he decline to give his vote, the quef-

tion fhall be loſt . In all queſtions he fhall give a

concife and clear ftate of the object ofthe vote ;

and the vote being taken, fhall then declare how

the queſtion is decided . And he fhall likewife

be empowered on any extraordinary emergency,

to convene the judicatory, by his circular letter,

before the ordinary time of meeting.

The Minifter

ChurchSeffion.

Sect . III. The paftor of the congregation

fhall always be the moderator of

perpetual Mo- the church feffion ; except when,

derator of the for prudential reaſons, it may ap-

pear adviſeable that fome other mi-

nifter fhould be invited to prefide : in which cafe

the paftor may, with the concurrence of the

feffion, invite fuch other minifter as they may

fee meet, belonging to the fame presbytery, to

prefide in that affair . In this judicatory, there-

fore, the moderator is continual : but, in the

vacancy of any church, the moderator fhall be the

minifter fent to them by the presbytery ; or in-

vited by the feffion to prefide on a particular oc-

cafion.
In congregations, where there are col-

leagues, they fhall, when prefent, alternately

prefide in the feffion.
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Sect . IV. The moderator of the presbytery

fhall be chofen from year to year,

The Moderators

catories, how to

be chofen.

ofthe other Judi- or at every meeting of the presby-

tery, as the presbytery may think

beft. The moderator of the fy-

nod, and of the general affembly, ſhall be cho-

fen at each meeting of thoſe judicatories : and

the laft moderator prefent fhall open the meeting

with a fermon, and fhall hold the chair till a

new moderator be choſen.

СНАР. XIX.

Of Privilege.

T fhall be the privilege of any member of a

ITjudicatory to ſpeak, in his proper order, to

any queſtion, with leave from the moderator.

The moderator fhall give leave to the perſon who

firft rifes ; but if two, or more members, are

judged to have rifen at the fame time, the mode-

rator ſhall determine which ſhall ſpeak firſt. Any

member ſhall have a right to propofe any quef-

tion, relative to the bufinefs of the church, or

to the intereſts of religion , and to have it put to

vote provided only, that his motion be fecond-

ed by another member. If any member conceive

his privilege to be unjustly controuled by the

moderator, he may appeal to the judicatory,
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who fhall determine the point of privilege by a

vote and the moderator and member muſt ſub-

mit to the fuffrage of the judicatory.

E

CHA P. XX.

Of Clerks.

VERY judicatory fhall choofe a clerk, to

record their tranfactions, whofe continu-.

ance fhall be during pleafure . It fhall be the

duty of the clerk, befides recording the tranfac-

tions, to preferve them carefully; and to grant

extracts from them, whenever properly requir-

ed ; and fuch extracts, under the hand of the

clerk, fhall be confidered as authentic vouchers.

of the fact which they declare , in any ecclefiaf-

tical judicatory, and to every part of the church.

СНАР. XXI.

Of vacant Congregations assem-

bling for public Worship.

Co

NONSIDERING the great importance of

weekly affembling the people, for the

public worship of God ; in order thereby to im-
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prove their knowledge ; to confirm their habits

of worſhip, and their defire of the public ordi-

nances ; to augment their reverence for the moſt

high God; and to promote the charitable affec-

tions which unite men moft firmly in fociety : It

is recommended, that every vacant congregation

meet together, on the Lord's day, at one or

more places, for the purpoſe of prayer, ſinging

praiſes, and reading the holy fcriptures, together

with the works of ſuch approved divines, as the

presbytery, within whoſe bounds they are, may

recommend, and they may be able to procure ;

and that the elders or deacons be the perfons who

ſhall prefide, and ſelect the portions of fcripture,

and of the other books to be read ; and to fee

that the whole be conducted in a becoming and

orderly manner.

CHA P. XXII.

Of Commissioners to the General

Assembly.

Sect . I. HE commiffioners to the gene-

THEral affembly fhall always be ap

Commiffioners pointed by the presbytery from

hall be appoint which they come, at its laſt ſtated

Meeting ofthe meeting immediately preceding the

resbytery. meeting of the general affembly ;

ed at lait itated
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provided, that there be a fufficient interval, be-

tween that time and the meeting of the affembly,

for their commiffioners to attend their duty in

due feafon ; otherwife, the presbytery may make

the appointment at any ſtated meeting, not more

than ſeven months preceding the meeting of

the affembly. And as much as poſſible to pre-

vent all failure in the reprefentation of the pref-

byteries, arifing from unforeſeen accidents to

thofe first appointed, it may be expedient for

each presbytery, inthe room of each commiffion-

er, to appoint alfo an alternate commiflioner,

to fupply his place, in cafe of neceffary abfence .

Sect. II. Each commiffioner, before his

Conimiflion.

name fhall be enrolled as a member

Form of a of the affembly, fhall produce, from

his presbytery, a commiffion under

the hand of the moderator and clerk, in the fol-

lowing or like form : viz .

"The presbytery of

on the

hereby appoint

congregation of

being met at

day of doth

biſhop ofthe

[or ruling el-

der in the congregation of as

the cafe may be ;]" (to which the presbytery

may, if they thing proper, make a fubftitution

in the following form, "or in cafe of his ab-

fence, then

congregation of [or

biſhop of the

0.02



424 FORM OF GOVERNMENT.

ruling elder in the congregation of as

the cafe may be ;]" ) to be â commiffioner, on be-

half of this presbytery, to the next general af-

fembly of the presbyterian church in the United

States of America, to meet at

day of -A. D.

on the

or

wherever, and whenever, the faid affembly may

happen to fit ; to confult, vote, and determine,

on all things that may come before that body,

according to the principles and conftitution of

this church and the word of God. And of his

diligence herein, he is to render an account at

his return.

Signed, by order ofthe Presbytery,

Moderator,

Clerk."

And the presbytery fhall make record of the

appointment.

vered to the

Sect . III. Theſe commiffions fhall, if poffi-

Commiffions ble , be delivered to the clerk of the

fhall be deli- affembly, in proper feaſon, that he

Clerk at the may have the roll of the affembly

firft Seffion. completed before the first feflion.

Commiffions, not produced at the opening of

the affembly, fhall afterwards be delivered on-

ly in the intervals between the feffions. No

commiffioner fhall have a right to deliberate or

vote in the affembly, until his name fhall have

been enrolled by the clerk, and his commiſſion

publicly read, and filed among the papers of

the affembly.
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a Year.

And fhall be

opened with

1

Sect . IV. The general affembly ſhall meet,

at leaſt once in

The Affembly

every year ; their

fhall meet once firit meeting to be on the third

Thurſday of May, 1789, in the Se-

cond Prefbyterian Church in Philadelphia, and

afterwards on their own adjournments. Ifthere

be not a fufficient number, for the tranfaction

of bufinefs , convened before 12 o'clock, on . that

day, thoſe who are prefent fhall have power to

adjourn, from day to day, till a fufficient num❤ -

ber shall have met to conftitute an affembly.

Sect. V. On the day to which the general

affembly ftands adjourned, and be-

tween the hours of eleven and twelve,

the moderator of the laft general af

fembly, if prefent ; or, in cafe of his abſence,

the fenior minifter prefent, fhall open the meet-

ing with a fermon. After fermon, the mem-

bers being in the houſe where the affembly is to

hold its feffions, the fame minifter who preach- ·

ed fhall, by prayer, publicly implore the bleffing

and direction of Almighty God ; and ſhall con-

tinue to prefide till a new moderator be choſen.

For this purpoſe he ſhall call for the commiffions

of thoſe prefent ; which being read, and the

names ofthe members enrolled in order, if there

be a quorum, they fhall chooſe a moderator.

a Sermon.

4

Sect. VI. Each feffion of the affembly, as of

Mode of diffolv- all the other judicatories of the

ing the Affembly church, fhall be introduced and

0.03.
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concluded with prayer. And the whole bufinefs

of the affembly being finiſhed, and the vote being

taken for diffolving the pretent affembly, the

moderator ſhall fay from the chair : " By virtue

of the authority delegated to me by the church,

let this general affembly be diffolved ; and I do

hereby diffolve it, and requi ; another affembly

chofen in the fame manner, to meet at

on the

"9

day of A. D.

After which he fhall pray, and re-

turn thanks to God for his great mercy and good-

nefs, and pronounce on thoſe preſent, the apof-

tolic benediction.

Sect. VII. In order, as far as poffible, to

Expenfes of procure a reſpectable and full delega-

Delegates to tion to all our judicatories, it is pro-

be defrayed.

per, that the expenſes of minifters and

elders, in their attendance on thefe judicatories,

be defrayed, by the bodies which they reſpectively

reprefent.



FORMS

OF

PROCESS

IN THE

JUDICATORIES OF THIS CHURCH.

WITH

CHAP. I.

ITH regard to SCANDALS OR OFFENCES

that may ariſe in our churches, we agree

to obferve the following rules ofproceeding.

1. Inasmuch as all baptized perſons are mem-

bers of the church, they are under its care, and

fubject to its government and difcipline and,

whentheyhave arrived at the years of difcretion,

they are bound to perform all the duties of church-

members.

2. No accufation fhall be admitted, as the

foundation of a procefs before an ecclefiaftical

judicatory, but where fuch offences are alledged,

as appear, from the word of God, to merit the

public notice and cenfure of the church. And,
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in the accufation, the times, places, and circum-

ftances,.fhould be aſcertained, if poffible; that the

accuſed may have an opportunity to prove an

alibi, or to extenuate , or alleviate his crime.

3. No complaint or information, on the ſubject-

of perfonal and private injuries, fhall be admitted,

unleſs thoſe means of reconciliation , and of pri-

vately reclaiming the offender, have been uſed,

which are required by Christ. Mat. xviii. 15,

16. And, in all cafes , the eccleſiaſtical judica-

tories, in receiving accufations, in conducting

proceffes, or inflicting cenfures , ought to avoid, as

far as poffible, the divulging of offences, to the

fcandal of the church : becauſe the unneceffary

fpreading of fcandal hardens and enrages the

guilty, grieves the godly, and difhonours religion.

And if any private Chriftian fhall induſtriouſly

1pread the knowledge of an offence, unleſs in pro-

fecuting it before the proper judicatories of the

church, he ſhall be liable to cenfure, as an uncan-

lid flanderer of his brother,

4. When complaint is made of a crime, cog .

nizable before any judicatory, no more fhall be

done at the first meeting, unleſs by confent of

parties, than to give the accuſed a copy of each

charge with the names of the witneffes to fup-

port it ; and a citation of all concerned, to appear

at the next meeting of the judicatory, to have

the matterfully heard and decided . Notice fball
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be given to the parties concerned, at leaft ten

days, previously to the meeting of the judica-

tory.

5. The judicatory, in many cafes, may find it

more for edification, to fend fome members to

converſe, in a private manner, with the accufed

perfon ; and, if he confefs guilt, to endeavour to

bring him to repentance, than to proceed imme-

diately to citation.

6. When an accufed perfon, or a witneſs, re-

fufes to obey the citation, he fhall be cited a fe-

cond, and third time ; and if he ftill continue

to refufe, he ſhall be excluded from the commu-

nion of the church, for his contumacy ; until he

repent.

7. No crime fhall be confidered as eſtabliſhed

bya fingle witneſs.

8. The oath or affirmation, to be taken by a

witnefs, fhall be adminiftered by the moderator,

and fhall be in the following, or like terms :

" I folemnly promiſe, in the preſence of the om-

nifcient and heart-fearching God , that I will de-

clare the truth , the whole truth , and nothing but

the truth ; according to the beft of my know-

ledge, in the matter in which I am called to wit-

nefs, as I fhall anfwer it to the great Judge of

quick and dead."

9. The trial fhall be open, fair, and impartial.

The witneffes fhall be examined in the prefence

of the accufed ; or at leaſt after he fhall have re-

ceived due citation to attend : and he ſhall be per-
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mitted to ask any queftions tending to his own

exculpation.

10. No witnefs , afterwards to be examined,

fhall be prefent during the examination of another

witnefs, on the fame cafe.

11. The teftimony given by witneſſes, muſt

be faithfully recorded, and read to them , for

their approbation or fubfcription.

12. The judgment fhall be regularly entered

on the records of the judicatory : and the parties

fhall be allowed copies of the whole proceedings,

if they demand them. In cafe of references, or

appeals, the judicatory appealed from ſhall fend

authentic copies of the whole procefs to the higher

judicatories: and it fhall be confidered as regular,

for any member or members who may have diffent-

ed from the judgment of the inferior judicatory,

to ftate and fupport their reaſons , on the appeal.

13. The perfon found guilty fhall be admo-

nifhed, or rebuked, or excluded from church

privileges, as the caſe ſhall appear to deſerve ; and

this only till he gave fatisfactory evidence of re-

pentance.

14. The fentence fhall be published, only in

the church or churches which have been 'offend-

ed. Or, if it be a matter of ſmall importance,

and it ſhall appear moſt for edification not to pub-

liſh it, it may paſs only in the judicatory.

15. Such grofs offenders as will not be re-

claimed by the private or public admonitions of

the church, are to be cut off from its communi-

on, agreeably to our Lord's direction, Mat.
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xviii. 17. and the apoftolic injunction reſpect-

ing the incestuous perfon, Cor. ver. 1-5.

But as this is the higheſt cenſure of the church,

and of the moft folemn nature, it is not to be

inflicted without the advice and confent of, at

leaft, the presbytery under whoſe care the par-

ticular church is, to which the offender belongs ;'

or the advice of a higher judicatory, as the cafe

may appear to require.

16. All proceffes in cafes of fcandal fhall

commence, within the fpace of one year after

the crime ſhall have been committed ; unleſs it

fhall have become recently flagrant.

17. When any member fhall remove from one

congregatio
n
to another, he fhall produce proper

teftimonials of his church-memberſhip, before

he be admitted to church-privileges ; unleſs the

church, to which he removes, has other fatis-

factory means of information.

CHA P. II.

Of Process against a Bishop or

A$

Minister.

S the fuccefs of the gofpel, in a great mea-

fure, depends upon the credit and good

report of its minifters, each presbytery ought,
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with the greatest attention, to watch over all

its members; and be careful to cenfure them,

when neceffary, with impartiality ; either for

perfonal crimes, which they may commit in

common with other men ; or thoſe that are vo-

cational, ariſing from the manner in which they

may diſcharge their important office..

1. Proceſs, againſt a goſpel miniſter, ſhall al-

ways be entered before the presbytery of which

he is a member. And, in cafe it fhall be found

that the facts with which he fhall be charged

happened without the bounds of his ownpresby-

tery, they ſhall fend notice to the presbytery

within whoſe bounds they did happen : and de-

fire that presbytery, either (if within convenient

diſtance) to cite the witneſſes to appear at the

place where the trial began, or, if otherwiſe,

to take the examination themſelves, and tranf-

mit an authentic record of their teftimony . Al-

ways giving due notice to the accuſed perſon of

the time and place of fuch examination.

2. Nevertheleſs, in cafe of a miniſter being

fuppofed to be guilty of any crime, or crimes, at

fuch a diſtance from his ufual place of refidence,

as that the offence is not likely to become other-

wife known to the presbytery to which he be-

longs ; it fhall, in ſuch caſe, be the duty of the

presbytery within whofe bounds the facts fhall

have happened, after fatisfying themſelves that

there is probable ground of accufation, to fend
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notice to the presbytery of which he is a mem-

ber; who are to proceed againſt him, and to take

the proof by commiffion, as above directed.

3. Procefs, againſt a gofpel minifter, fhall

not be entered upon. unleſs fome perfon, or

perfons, undertake to make out the charge ; or

when common fame fo loudly proclaims the

fcandal, that the presbytery find it neceffary to

profecute, and fearch into the matter, for the

honour of religion.

4. As the fuccefs of the gofpel greatly de-

pends on the unblemished character of its mi-

niſters ; their foundneſs in the faith, and holy,

and exemplary converfation ; and as it is the du-

ty of all Chriftians to be very cautious in taking

up an ill report of any man ; it is eſpecially fo of

a miniſter of the gofpel. If,therefore, any man

know a miniſter guilty of a private cenfurable

fault, he ſhould warn him in private. But if he

perfift in it, or it become public, he ſhould ap-

ply to fome other bishop of the presbytery, for

his advice in the matter.

5. When complaint is laid before the presby-

tery, it muſt be reduced to writing; and nothing

farther is to be done at the first meeting, unleſs

by conſent of parties, then giving the miniſter

a full copy of the charges, with the names of

the witneffes annexed thereto ; and citing all par-

ties, and their witneffes, to appear and be heard

P P
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at the next meeting : which meeting fall not

be fooner than ten days after fuch citation.

'confeflion.

h

6. At the next meeting of the presbytery, the

charges must be read to him, and his aufwers

heard. If it appear neceffary to proceed farther,

the presbytery ought to labour to bring him to

And if he confefs, and the matter

be bafe and flagitious ; fuch as drunkennefs, un-

cleannefs, or crimes of a higher nature, howe-

ver penitent he may appear, to the fatisfaction

of all, the presbytery muft, without delay, fuf-

pend him from the exercife of his office, or de-

pofe him from the miniftry ; and appoint him a

due time to confefs publicly before the congre-

gation offended, and to profefs his repentance.

7. The profecutor fhall be previoufly warned,

that , if he fail to prove the charges, he muſt

himfelf be cenfured, as a flanderer of the gofpel

miniflry, in proportion to the malignity, or

rafhnefs, that fhall appear in the profecution .

8. If a minifter, accufed of atrocious crimes,

being twice duly cited , fall refufe to attend

the presbytery, he must be immediately fuf.

pended And if, after another citation , he ftill

refufe to attend, he fhall be depofed as contu-

macious.

9. If the minifter, when he appears, will not

confefs; but denies the facts alledged against him;

if, on hearing the witnefles, the charges appear

important and well fupported, the presbytery
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muft, nevertheleſs, cenfure him ; and fufpend

or depofe him, according to the nature of the

offence.

10. Herefy and fchifm may be of fuch a na-

ture as to infer depofition : but errors ought to

be carefully confidered ; whether they strike at

the vitals of religion, and are induftriously spread;

or whether they arife from the weakneſs of the

human underſtanding, and are not likely to do

much hurt.

11. A minifter, under process for herefy or

fchifm, fhould be treated with chriftian and bro-

therly tenderneſs . Frequent conferences ought

to be held with him, and proper admonitions

adminiſtered. Yet, for fome more dangerous

errors, fufpenfion becomes neceffary. But a fy-

nod ſhould be confulted in fuch cafes .

12. If the presbytery find, on trial, that the

matter complained of amounts to no more than

fuch acts of infirmity as may be amended , and

the people fatisfied ; fo as little or nothing re-

mains to hinder his usefulness ; they fhall take

all prudent meaſures to remove the offence.

13. A minifter, depofed for fcandalous con-

duct, may not be restored, even on his deepeſt

forrow for fin, without fome time of eminent

and exemplary, humble , and edifying converfa-

tion, to heal the wound made by his fcandal.

14. Asfoon as a minifter is depofed, his con-

gregation fhall be declared vacant.

Pp 2
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CHA P. L

Ofthe Sanctification of the Lord's Day.

Sect . I.

I

T is the duty of every perfon to

remember the Lord's day ; and

to prepare for it, before its approach . All world-

ly bufinefs fhould be fo ordered, and feafona-

bly laid afide, as that we may not be hindered

thereby from fanctifying the fabbath, as the ho-

ly fcriptures require."

Sect . II. The whole day is to be kept holy

to the Lord; and to be employed in the public

and private exercifes of religion. Therefore, it

The fcripture-warrant for what is fpecified in the various

articles of this directory, will be found at large in the Confef-

fion of Faith and Catechifms, in the places where the fame

fubjects are treated in a doctrinal form.
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is requifite, that there be an holy refting, all the

day, from unneceffary labours; and an abftain-

ing from thofe recreations, which may be law-

ful on other days ; and alfo, as much as poffible,.much as

from worldly thoughts and converfation.

Sect . III. Let the provifions, for the ſupport

of the family on that day, be ſo ordered, that

fervants or others be not improperly detained:

from the public worship of God ; nor hindered .

from fanctifying the fabbath ..

*

ä

Sect. IV. Let every perſon and family, in

the morning, by fecret and private prayer, for

themſelves and others, efpecially for the affiance

ofGod to their minifter, and for a bleffing upon

his miniſtry, by reading the ſcriptures, and by

holy, meditation, prepare for communion with

God in his public ordinances.

*

Sect . V. Let the people be careful to affemble

at the appointed time ; that, being all preſent at

the beginning, they may unite , with one heart,,

in all the parts of public worship and let none

unneceffarily depart, till after. the blefling be pro-

nounced.

:

Sect . VI. Let the time after the folemn fervices

of the congregation in public are over, be spent

in reading ; meditation ; repeating of fermons

catechifing ; religious converfation ; prayer for as

bleffing upon the public ordinances ; the finging of

pfalms, hymns, or ſpiritual ſongs ; visiting the :

fick ; relievingthe
or
; and in performing fuch

like duties of piety, charity and mercy.

PP3:
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CHA P. II .

Of the Affembling ofthe Congregation, and their

Behaviour during Divine Service.

Sect . I. HEN the time appointed for

Wpublic worthip is come , let

he people enter the church, and take their feats,

in adecent , grave , and reverent manner.

Sect . II. In time of public worship, let all

the people attend with gravity and reverence ;

forbearing to read any thing, except what the

minifter is then reading or citing ; abftaining

from all whiſperings ; from falutations of perfons

prefent, or coming in ; and from gazing about,

fleeping, fmiling, and all other indecent beha-

viour.

CHA P. III.

Ofthe public Reading of the Holy Scriptures.

Sect . I.

THE

THE reading of the holy fcrip-

tures, in the congregation, is a

part of the public worſhip of God , and ought to

be performed by the minifters and teachers.

Sect. II. The holy fcriptures, of the Old and

New Teftament, fhall be publicly read, from
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themost approved tranflation, in the vulgar tongue,

that all may hear and underftand.

Sect . III. How large a portion fhall be read

at once, is left to the difcretion of every minifter:

however, in each ſervice, he ought to read, at leaſt

one chapter ; and more, when the chapters are

fhort, or the connection requires it .
He may,

when hethinks it expedient, expound any part of

what is read ; always having regard to the time,

that neither reading, finging, praying, preaching,

or any other ordinance, be diſproportionate the

one to the other ; nor the whole rendered too

fhort, or too tedious.

CHA P. IV.

Ofthe SingingofPfalms.

Sect . I.
Tis the duty of Chriftians to praiſe

1

hymns, publicly in the church , as alfo privately in

the family.

Sect. II. In finging the praifes of God, we

are to fing with the fpirit, and with the under-

ftanding alfo ; making melody in our hearts unto

the Lord. It is alſo proper, that we cultivate

fome knowledge of the rules of mufic; that we

may praiſe God in a becoming manner with our

voices, as well as with our hearts.
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Sect . III. The whole congregation ſhould be

furniſhed with books, and ought to join in this

part of worship. It is proper to fing without

parcelling out the pfalm, line by line. The

practice of reading the pfalm, line by line, was

introduced in times of ignorance, when manyin

the congregation could not read : therefore , it

is recommended , that it be laid afide, as far as

convenient.

Sect. IV. The proportion of the time of

public worship to be fpent in finging, is left to

the prudence of every miniſter : but it is recom

mended, that more time be allowed for this ex-

cellent part of divine fervice, than has been uſual.

in moſt of our churches.

CHAP. V.

Ofpublic Prayer.»

Sect. 1. public
worthip of the

fanctuary by

I

T feems very proper to begin the

a fhort prayer; humbly adoring the infinite ma-

jefty of the living God : expreffing a fenfe of

our diſtance from him as creatures, and unwor-

thiness as finners : and humbly imploring his

gracious prefence, the affiftance of his holy fpi-

rit in the duties of his worship, and his accep

tance of us through the merits of our Lord and

Saviour Jefus Chrift.
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Sect. II. Then, after finging a pfalm , or

hymn, itisproper that, before fermon, there should

be a full, and comprehenfive prayer. Firſt, Ador-

ing the glory and perfections of God, as they are

made known to us in the works of creation; in

the conduct ofprovidence ; and in the clear, and

full revelation he hath made of himſelf in his

written word. Second, Giving thanks to him for

all his mercies of every kind, general and par

ticular, fpiritual and temporal, common and

fpecial ; above all for Chrift Jefus his unſpeak-

able gift ; and the hope of eternal life through

him. Third, Making humble confeffion of fin,

both original and actual ; acknowledging, and

endeavouring to imprefs the mind of every wor

ſhipper with a deep ſenſe of the evil of all fin,

as fuch ; as being a departure from the living

God ; and alfo taking a particular and affecting

view of the various fruits which proceed from

this root ofbitterneſs :-as, fins againſt God, our

neighbour, and ourſelves ; fins in thought, in

word, and in deed ; fins fecret and prefumptu-

fins accidental and habitual. Alfo, the

aggravations of fin ; arifing from knowledge, or

the means of it ; from diftinguiſhing mercies ;

from valuable privileges ; from breach ofvows,

&c. Fourth, Making earneft fupplication for the

pardon of fin, and peace with God, through the

blood of the atonement, with all its important

and happy fruits ; for the ſpirit of fanctification,
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and abundant fupplies of the grace that is necef-

fary to the diſcharge of our duty ; for ſupport

and comfort, under all the trials to which we

are liable, as we are finful and mortal ; and for

all temporal mercies, that may be neceffary in

our paffage through this valley of tears. Always

remembering to view them as flowing in the

channel of covenant love, and intended to be

fubfervient to the prefervation and progrefs of

the fpiritual life. Fifth, Pleading from every

principle warranted in fcripture ; from our own

neceffity ; the all -fufficiency of God; the merit

and interceffion of cur Saviour, and the glory of

God in the comfort and happinefs of his people.

Sixth, Interceffion for others, including the

whole world of mankind; the kingdom of Chrift;

or his church univerfal ; the church or churches

with which we are more particularly connected;

the intereft of human fociety in general, and in

that community, to which we immediately be-

long ; all that are inveſted with civil authority ;

the minifters of the everlafting gofpel ; and the

rifing generation with whatever elſe , more par-

ticular, may feem neceffary, or fuitable, to the

intereft of that congregation where divine wor

fhip is celebrated.

Sect . III. Prayer after fermon ought general.

ly to have a relation to the ſubject that has been

treated of in the difcourfe ; and all other public
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I

prayers, to the circumftances that gave occafion

forthem.

Sect . IV. It is eafy to perceive , that in allthe

preceding directions there is a very great compafs

and variety; and it is committed to the judgment

and fidelity ofthe officiating paftor to infift chief-

ly on fuch parts, or to take in more or less of

the feveral parts, as he fhall be led to by the af-

pect of providence ; the particular ftate of the

congregation in which he officiates; or the dif

pofition and exercife of his own heart at the time.

But we think it neceffary to obferve, that al-

though we do not approve, as is well known, of

confining minifters to fet, or fixed forms of pray-

er for public worship ; yet it is the indifpenfible

duty of every miniſter, previouſly to his entering

on his office , to prepare and qualify himſelf for

this part of his duty, as well as for preaching.

He ought, by a thorough acquaintance with the

holy fcriptures; by reading the beſt writers on

the fubject; by meditation ; and by a life of com-

munion with God in fecret ; to endeavour to ac-

quire both the fpirit and the gift of prayer.-Not

only fo, but when he is to enter on particular

acts of worship, he fhould endeavour to compofe

his fpirit, and to digeft his thoughts for prayer,

that it may be performed with dignity and pro-

priety, as well as to the profit of thofe who join

in it ; and that he may not difgrace that impor-

tant fervice by mean, irregular, or extravagant

effutions.
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CHAP. VI.

Of the Preaching of the Word.

THE

Sect . I. HE preaching of the word be-

ing an inftitution of God for

the falvation of men, great attention ſhould be

paid to the manner of performing it.-Every

minifter ought to give diligent application to it ;

and endeavour to prove himſelf a workman that

needeth not to be aſhamed ; rightly dividing the

word of truth.

Sect . II. The fubject of a fermon fhould be

fome verfe, or verſes of ſcripture; and its ob-

ject, to explain, defend, and apply fome part

of the fyftem of divine truth ; or, to point out

the nature, and ftate the bounds, and obligation

of fome duty. A text fhould not be merely a

motto : but ſhould fairly contain the doctrine

propoſed to be handled . It is proper alſo that

large portions of ſcripture be fometimes expound.

ed, and particularly improved, for the inftruc-

tion of the people in the meaning and uſe of the

facred oracles.

Sect . III. The method of preaching requires

much ſtudy, meditation and prayer.- Miniſters

ought, in general, to prepare their fermons with

care ; and not to indulge themſelves in looſe, ex-

temporary harangues ; nor to ferve God with that
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which coft them nought. They ought, however,

to keep to the fimplicity of the gospel ; expreffing

themſelves in language agreeable to fcripture,

and level to the underſtanding of the meaneſt of

their hearers; carefully avoiding oftentation , ei-

ther of parts or learning.- They ought alfo to

adorn, by their lives, the doctrine which they

teach; and to be examples to the believers, in

word, in converfation, in charity, in ſpirit, in

faith , in purity. "

Sect. IV. As one primary defign of public

ordinances is to pay ſocial acts of homage to the

maft high God, minifters ought to be careful, not

to make their fermons fo long as to interfere

with, or exclude the more important duties of

prayer and praiſe ; but preferve a juſt proportion

between the feveral parts of public worship..,

*Sect . V. The fermon being ended, the mi-

nifter is to pray, and return thanks to almighty

God: then let a pfalm be fung; a collection raif-

ed for the poor, or other purpoſes of the church ;

and the affembly difmiffed with the apoftolic be-

nediction.

CHAP. VII.

Ofthe Adminiftration of Baptifm.

Sect. I.

BA

APTISM is not to be unnecef-

farily delayed ; nor to be admi-

niſtered, in any cafe, by any private perſon ;

Q



446 DIRECTORY FOR WORSHIP, & c.

but by a minister of Christ, called to be the

ſteward ofthe mysteries of God.

Sect. II. It is ufually to be adminiſtered in

the church, in the prefence of the congregation;

and it is convenient that it be performed imme.

diately after fermon.

Sect . III. After previous notice is given to

the minifter, the child to be baptized is to be

preſented, by one or both the parents fignify-

ing their defire that the child may be baptized.

Sect . IV. Before baptifm, let the minifter

ufe fome words of inftruction, refpecting the in-

ftitution, nature, ufe and ends of this ordinance :

fhewing,

"That it is inflituted by Chrift ; that it is a

feal of the righteouſneſs of faith; that the feed

of the faithful have no leſs a right to this ordi-

' nance, under the gofpel, than the feed of Abra-

'ham to circumcifion, under the Old Teftament ;

'that Christ commanded all nations to be baptiz-

ed; that he bleffed little children, declaring

that of fuch is the kingdom of heaven ; that

' children are federally holy, and therefore ought

'to be baptized ; that we are, by nature, finful,

'guilty and polluted, and have need of cleanfing

'by the blood of Chrift, and by the fanctifying

influences ofthe Spirit of God."

The minister is alfo to exhort the parents to

the careful performance oftheir duty ; requiring,
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"That they teach the child to read the word

of God ; that they inftrue it in the principles

of our holy religion, as contained in the ferip-

tures ofthe Old and New Teftament ; an excel-

lent fummary of which we have in the confef-

'fion of faith of this church, and in the larger and

fhorter catechifms of the Weltminster affembly,

' which are to be recommended to them, as a

'dopted by this church, for their direction and

affiſtance , in the diſcharge of this important du

ty ; that they pray with and for it ; that they

fet an example of piety and godlinefs before it s

and endeavour, by all the means of God's ap-

"pointment, to bring up their child in the nur

"ture and admonition of the Lord.'

Sect . V. Then the minister is to pray for a

bleffing to attend this ordinance ;. after which, cal-

lingthe child by its name, he fhall fay,

'I baptize thee, in the name of the father, and

ofthe Son, and of the Holy Ghoft.'

As he pronounces theſe words , he is to bap-

tize the child with water ; by pouring or fprink-

ling it on the face of the child, without adding

any other ceremony : and the whole fhall be con-

cluded with prayer.

Although it is proper that baptifm be admi-

niſtered in the preſence of the congregation ; yet

there may be cafes, when it will be expedient to

adminifter this ordinance in private houfes ; of

which the minifter is to be the judge.

Qq2
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CHAP. VIII.

Ofthe Adminiftration of the Lord's Supper.

TH

Sect . I. HE communion, or fupper ofthe

Lord, is to be celebrated fre-

quently; but how often, may be determined by

the minifter and elderfhip of each congregation,

as they may judge most for edification.

Sect . II. The ignorant and fcandalous are

not to be admitted to the Lord's fupper.

Sect. III. It is proper that public notice

fhould be given to the congregation, at leaſt , the

fabbath before the adminiftration of this ordi-

nance, and that, either then , or on ſome day of

the week, the people be inftructed in its na-

ture , and a due preparation for it ; that all may

come in a fuitable manner to this holy feaſt .

Sect . IV. When the fermon is ended, the

minifter fhall fhew,

" That this is an ordinance of Chrift ; by read-

' ing the words of inftitution , either from one of

'the evangelifts, or from 1 Cor. xi. chapter;

' which, as to him may appear expedient, he

་' may explain and apply ; that it is to be obſerv-

' ed in remembrance of Chrift, to fhew forth his

death till he come ; that it is of ineftimable be-

' nefit, to ftrengthen his people against fin ; to

'fupport them under troubles ; to encourage and
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"quicken them in duty ; to infpire them with

' love and zeal ; to increaſe their faith and holy

refolution ; and to beget peace of c nfcience,

and comfortable hopes of eternal life.'

·

He is to warn the profane, the ignorant, and

fcandalous, and thofe that fecretly indulge them.

felves in any known fin , not to approach the holy

table. On the other hand, he shall invite to

this holy table, ſuch as, fenfible of their loft and

helplefs ftate by Gin, depend upon the atone-

ment of Christ for pardon and acceptance with

God ; fuch as, being inftructed in the gospel

doctrine, have a competent knowledge to difcern

the Lord's body ; and ſuch as defire to renounce

their fins, and are determined to lead a holy and

godlylife.

Sect. V. The table, on which the elements

are placed, being decently covered, the bread in

convenient dishes , and the wine in cups, and the

communicants orderly and gravely fitting around

the table, (or in their feats before it) in the pre-

fence of the minifter ; let him fet the elements&

apart, byprayer and thankſgiving. .

The bread and wine being thus fet apart by

prayer and thankſgiving, the minifter is to take

the bread, and break it, in the view of the peo

ple, faying in expreffions of this fort,

" Our Lord Jefus Chrift, on the fame night in

which he was betrayed, having taken bread,,

and bleffed and broken it, gave it to his difci

૨૧૩ ,

暑
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ples ; as I, miniftering in his name, give this

' bread unto you ; faying, (here the bread is to

be diftributed) Take, eat ; this is my body,

' which is broken for you : this do in remem-

' brance of me.'

After having given the bread, he ſhall take the

cup, and fay,

‘ After the ſame manner our Saviour alſo took

the cup ; and having given thanks, as hath

' been done in his name, he gave it to the diſci-

'ples ; faying, (while the miniſter is repeating

thefe words let him give the cup) This cup is

' the NewTeftament in my blood, which is ſhed

'for many, for the remiſſion of fins : drink ye ail

' of it.'

The minifter himfelf is to communicate, at

fuch time as may appear to him moſt conve-

nient.

The minifter may, in a few words, put the

communicants in mind,

"Of the grace of God, in Jefus Chrift, held

forth in this facrament ; and of their obligation

' to be the Lord's ; and may exhort them, to walk

⚫ worthy ofthe vocation wherewith they are call-

' ed ; and, as they have profeffedly received

Chriſt Jefus the Lord, that they be careful fo

to walk in him and to maintain good works.' .

It may not be improper for the miniſter to give

a word of exhortation alſo to thoſe who have been ·

only ſpectators, reminding them,
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" Of their duty; ftating their fin and danger,

by living in difobedience to Chrift, in neglect-

ing this holy ordinance ; and calling upon them

to be earneſt in making preparation for attend-

' ing upon it, at the next time of its celebra-

tion.'

Then the miniſter is to pray and give thanks

to God,
4

For his rich mercy, and invaluable goodneſs,

vouchſafed to them in that facred communion ;

'to implore pardon for the defects of the whole`

• fervice ; and to pray for the acceptance of their

'perfons and performances ; for the gracious

' affiftance of the Holy Spirit, to enable them,

" as they have received Chrift Jefus the Lord,

fo to walk in him ; that they may hold faft

that which they have received, that no man

' take their crown ; that their converſation may

be as becometh the gofpel ; that they may bear.

about with them, continually , the dying ofthe

Lord Jefus ; that the life alfo of Jefus maybe

* manifeſted in their mortal body ; that theirlight

mayfo fhine before men, that others, feeing their

good works, may glorify their Father, who

is in heaven.'

The collection, for the poor, and to defray the

expence ofthe elements, may be made after this ;

or at fuch other time as may feem meet to the

elderſhip.
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Now let a pfalm or hymn be fung, and the

congregation difmiffed, with the following or

fome other goſpel benediction—

Now the God of peace, that brought again .

' from the dead our Lord Jeſus, that great Shep-

herd ofthe ſheep, through the blood of the ever-

lafting covenant , make you perfect in every good

' work to do his will, working in you that which

is well-pleafing in his fight, through Jefus

' Chrift ; to whom be glory for ever and ever,

' Amen.'

Sect. VI. As it has been customary, in ſome ›

parts of our church, to obferve a faft before the

Lord's fupper ; to have fermon on Saturday and

Monday ; and to invite two or three minifters,

on fuch occafions ; and as thefe feafons have .

been bleffed to many fouls, and may tend to keep

up a ſtricter union of miniſters and congregations ;

we think it not improper, that they, who chuſe

it, may continue in this practice.

C'HA P. IX.

Ofthe Admiſſion ofPerfons to Sealing-Ordinances..

Sect . I.

CH

HILDREN, born within the

pale of the visible church, and

dedicated to God in baptifm, are under the in-.

ſpection and government ofthe church ; and are
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to be taught to read, and repeat the catechifm,

the apostles' creed, and the Lord's prayer. They

are to be taught to pray, to abhor fin , to fear

God, and to obey the Lord Jefus Chrift. And,

when they come to years of difcretion, if they be

free from ſcandal , appear fober and ſteady,, and

to have fufficient knowledge to difcern the Lord's

body, they ought to be informed, it is their duty,

and their privilege, to come to the Lord's fupper,

Sect . II . The years of difcretion, in young

Chriſtians, cannot be precifely fixed. This muft

be left to the prudence ofthe eldership. The of

ficers of the church are the judges of the qualifi

cations of thofe to be admitted to fealing-ordinan-

ces ; and of the time when it is proper to admit

young Chriftians to them.

Sect . III. Thofe who are to be admitted to

fealing-ordinances, fhall be examined, as to their

knowledge and piety.

Sect. IV. When unbaptized perfons apply

for admiffion into the church, they fhall, in ordi-

nary cafes, after giving fatisfaction with refpect

to their knowledge and piety, make a public pro

feffion of their faith, in the prefence of the con-

gregation ; and thereupon be baptized.

CH A P. X.

Ofthe Mode of inflicting Church Cenfures.

Sect. I.
HE power which Chriſt hath

THE
Tgiven the rulers of his church,
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Asyis for edification, and not for deſtruction.

in the preaching of the word, the wicked are,

doctrinally, feparated from the good ; fo, by dif-

cipline, the church authoritatively makes a dif-

tinction between the holy and the profane. In

this the acts the part of a tender mother, correct-

ing her children only for their good, that every one

of them may be preſented faultleſs, in the day of

the Lord Jefus.

Se&t . II. When any member of the church.

fhall have been guilty of a fault, deferving cen-

fure, the judicatory fhall proceed with all tender

nefs, and reſtore their offending brother in the

fpirit of meeknefs ; confidering themſelves , left

they alfo be tempted. Cenfure ought to be in-

flicted with great folemnity ; that it may be the

means of impreffing the mind of the delinquent

with a proper fenfe of his danger, while he ftands

excluded from the privileges of the church ofthe

living God ; and that, with the divine bleffing,

it may lead him to repentance.

Sect. III. When the judicatory has reſolv

ed to paſs ſentence, ſuſpending a member from

church-privileges , the moderator ſhall addrefs

him, to the following purpoſe :

'Whereas you are guilty [by your own con-

'feflion, or convicted by fufficient proof as the

' cafe may be, ] of the fin of [here mention the

'particular offence] we declare you fufpended
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from the facraments ofthe church ; till you give

'fatisfactory evidence of the fincerity of your re-

' pentance.'-To this fhall be added fuch advice,

admonition, or rebuke as may be judged necef-

fary ; and the whole thall be concluded by prayer

to almighty God, that he would follow this act

of difcipline with his blefling. We judge it pru-

dent, in general, that fuch cenfures be inflicted in

the prefence of the judicatory only ; but, if any

church think it expedient to rebuke the offender

publicly, this folemn fufpenfion from the facra-

ments may be in the prefence of the congrega-

tion.

Sect . IV. After any perfon hath been thus

fufpended from the facraments, it is proper that

the minifter and elders and other Chriſtians

fhould frequently converfe with him , as well as

pray for him in private, that it would pleaſe God

to give him repentance. And it may be requifite

Jikewife, particularly on days preparatory to the

difpenfing of the Lord's fupper, that the prayers

of the church be offered up for thoſe unhappy

perfons who, by their wickednefs, have fhut them-

felves out from this holy communion .

Sect . V. When the judicatory ſhall be fatis-

fied, as to the reality of the repentance of any of-

fender, he thall be admitted to profefs his repent-

ance ; and be reſtored to the privileges ofthe

church. Which reſtoration fhall be declared to
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the penitent in the prefence of the feffion, or of

the congregation , and followed with prayer and

thanksgiving.

Sect. VI. When any offender has been, with

the advice of the presbytery, (as directed in the

form ofgovernment, &c.) adjudged to be cut off

'from the communion of the church, it is proper

that the fentence be publicly pronounced againſt

him.

Sect . VII. The defign of excommunication

is, to operate upon the offender as a mean ofre-

` claiming him ; to deliver the church from the

fcandal of his offence ; and to infpire all with

fear, by the example of his puniſhment.

The minifter fhall, at leaft, two Lord's days

before the excommunication, give the congrega-

tion a fhort narrative of the feveral fleps which

have been taken with refpect to their offending

brother ; and inform them, that it has been found

neceffary to cut him off from their communion.

On the day appointed for that purpoſe, the

minifter, after fermon is ended, fhall in the pre-

fence of the congregation, pronounce this fen-

tence in the following or like form :

He fhall begin by fhewing the authority ofthe

church to caſt out unworthy members, from Mat.

xviii. 15 , 16, 17, 18 ; 1 Cor. v. 1 , 2 , 3 , 4 , 5 i

and fhall briefly explain the nature, uſe, and con-

fequences of this cenfure ; warning the people
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to avoid all unneceffary intercourfe with him who

is caft out.

Then he ſhall ſay,

Whereas A. B. hath been, byfufficient proof,

convicted of [here infert the in, ] and after

much admonition and prayer, obftinately re-

fufeth to hear the church, and hath manifested

no evidence of repentance ; therefore, in the

name, and by the authority of the Lord Jeíus

Chrift, I pronounce him to be excluded from

the communion of the church.'

After which prayer fhall be made that the

bleling of God may follow his ordinance for the

conviction and reformation of the excommuni-

ated perfon, and for the eſtabliſhment of all true

believers.

Sect. VIII. When one who hath been ex-

..Communicated fhall be fo affected with his ftate

as to be brought to repentance, and to defire to

be re-admitted to the privileges of the church ';

the feffion, having obtained fuificient evidence of

his fincere penitence, fhall, with the advice and

concurrence of the prefbytery, restore him.

order to which, the minifter fhall, on two Lord's

days previous thereto, inform the congregation

of the meaſures which have been taken with the

excommunicated perſon, and of the reſolution of

the feflion to receive him again to the communion

of the Church.

On the day appointed for his reſtoration , when

the other parts of divine fervice are ended, be-

Rr
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fore pronouncing the bleffing, the minifter fhall

call upon the excommunicated perfon, and pro-

poſe to him in the prefence of the congregation,

the following queſtions :

·

' Do you, from a deep ſenſe of your great

wickedneſs, freely confeſs your fin, in thus re-

belling againſt God, and in refufing to hear his

church ; and do you acknowledge that you have

' been in juſtice and mercy cut off from the

' communion of the faints ? Anſwer, I do. Do

' you now voluntarily profefs your fincere re-

pentance and deep contrition, for your fin and

' obstinacy ; and do you humbly aſk the forgive-

nefs of God and of his church ? Answer, I do.

Do you fincerely promife, through divine grace,

to live in all humbleneſs of mind and circum-

fpection ; and to endeavour to adorn the doc-

trine of God our Saviour, by having your

converfation as becometh the gofpel ? Anfwer,

" I do.'

Here the minifter fhall give the penitent afuit-

able exhortation, addrefling him in the bowels of

brotherly love, encouraging and comforting him.

Then he ſhall pronounce the fentence of reſtora-

tion, in the following words :

• Whereas you,
A. B. have been fhut out from

' the communion of the faithful, but have now

• manifeſted ſuch repentance as fatisfies the

church : Inthe name of the Lord Jefus Chrift,

andby his authority, I declare you abfolved from

the fentence of excommunication formerly de-

⚫
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nounced against you ; and I do receive you into

"the communion of the church , that you may be a

partaker of all the benefits of the Lord Jefus, to

your eternal falvation.'

The whole fhall be concluded with prayer, and

the people difiniffed with the uſual blefling.

CHAP. XI.

Of the Solemnization of Marriage.

Sect. I.

MAR

ARRIAGE is not a facrament ;

nor peculiar to the church of

Chrift. It is proper that every commonwealth,

for the good of fociety, make laws to regulate

marriage ; which all citizens are bound to obey.

Sect . II. Chriftians ought to marry in the

Lord ; therefore it is fit that their marriage be

folemnized by a lawful minifter ; that ſpecial in-

ftruction may be given them, and fuitable prayers

made, whenthey enter into this relation.

P
Sect . III. Marriage is to be between one man

and one woman only ; and they are not to be

within the degrees of confanguinity or affinity

prohibited by the word of God.

Sect. IV. The parties ought to be of ſuch

years of difcretion as to be capable of making

their own choice ; and if they be under age, or

live with their parents, the confent of the parents,.

or others, under whofe care they are, ought to

Rr 2
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be previously obtained , and well certified to the

minister, before he proceeds to folemnize the

marriage.

Sect . V. Parents ought neither to compel

their children to marry contrary to their incli-

nations, nor deny their confent without juſt and

important reafons.

Sect . VI. Marriage is of a public nature.

The welfare ofcivil fociety, the happineſs of fa-

milies, and the credit of religion , are deeply

intereſted in it. Therefore the purpofe of mar-

riage ought to be fufficiently published a proper

time, previoufly to the folemnization of it. It

is enjoined on all minifters to be careful that,

in this matter, they neither tranfgrefs the laws of

God, nor the laws of the community : And that

they may not deftroy the peace and comfort of

families, they muſt be properly certified with rẻ-

ſpect to the parties applying to them, that no juft

objections lie againſt their marriage.

Sect. VII. Marriage muft always be perform-

edbefore à competent number of witneffes ; and

at any time except on a day of public humilia-

tion. And we advife that it be not on the Lord's

day. Andthe minifter is to give a certificate of

the marriage when required.

Sect . VIII. When the parties prefent them-

felves for marriage, the minifter is to defire if

there is any perfon prefent who knows any law-
A
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ful reafon why theſe perfons may not be joined

together in the marriage-relation , that they will

now make it known, or ever after hold their

peace.

No objections being made, he is then feverally

to addrefs himſelf to the parties to be married,.

in the following or like words :

." You, the man, declare, in the prefence of.

' God, that you do not know any reafon by pre-

'contract or otherwife, why you may not law-

fully marry this woman.'

Upon his declaring he does not, the minifter.

fhall addrefs himself to the bride, in the fame or

fimilar terms :

' You, the woman, declare, in the prefence of

"God, that you do not know any reaſon, by pre-

' contract or otherwife, why you may not law-

fully, marry this man.'

Upon her declaring the does not, he is to be-

gin with prayer for the prefence and blefling of,

God.

The minifter fhall then proceed to give them

ſome inſtruction, from the fcriptures, refpecting

the inftitution and duties ofthis ftate , fhewing-

"That God hath inftituted marriage for the

'comfort and happinefs of mankind, in declaring

a man ſhall forfake his father and mother and

'cleave unto his wife ; and that marriage is ho-

'nourable in all ; that he hath appointed various

duties, which are incumbent upon thoſe whɔ

"enter into this relation ; fuch as, a high eſteem

Rr3
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and mutual love for one another; bearing with

each others infirmities and weakneffes, to which

' human nature is fubject in its prefent lapfed

' ftate; to encourage cach other under the vari-

ous ills of life; to comfort one another in fick-

nefs; in honeſty and induſtry to provide for

' each others temporal fupport; to pray for and

encourage one another, in the things which

pertain to God, and. to their immortal fouls ;

and to live together as the heirs ofthe grace

' of life.'

Then the minifter fhall cauſe the bridegroom

and bride to join their hands, and fhalkpronounce

the marriage covenant, first to the man, in theſe

words:

"You take this woman, whom you hold by

'the hand, to be your lawful and married wife;

and you promiſe, and covenant, in the preſence

of God and thefe witneffes, that you will be

unto her a loving and faithful huſband, until

'you fhall be feparated by death.'

IT The bridegroom fhall expreſs his confent, by

faying, 'Yes I do .'

Then the minifter fhall addrefs himſelf to the

woman in theſe words :

' You take this man, whom you hold bythe

hand, to be your lawful and married huſband ;

'andyou promife, and covenant, in the prefence

' of God and theſe witneffes, that you will be un

tohim aloving, faithful, and obedient wife, un-

til you shall be feparated by death.'.
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The bride shall exprefs her confent, by laying,

" Yes I do.'

Then the minifter is tofay:

"Ipronounce you hufband and wife, accord

ing to the ordinance of God ; whom therefore

God hath joined together, let no man put a

' funder.'

> After this the miniſter may exhort them, in a

few words, to the mutual diſcharge of their duty.

Then let him conclude with prayer fuitable

to the occafion .

Let the minifter keep a proper regiſter forthe

names of all perfons whom he marries, and of the

time of their marriage, for the perufal of all

whom it may concern.

Sect . I.

CHA P. XII.

Ofthe Vifitation ofthe Sick.

WH

HENperfons are fick, it is their

duty, before their ſtrength and

understanding fail them, to fend for their mi-

nifter, and to make known to him, with pru-

dence, their fpiritual ftate ; or to confult him on

the concerns of their precious fouls: And it is

his duty to vifit them, at their requeſt, and to ap-

ply himſelf, with all tenderneſs and love , to ad-

minifter fpiritual good to their immortal fouls.

Sect . II. He fhall inftruct the fick out of the

ſcriptures, that diſeaſes arife not out of the
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ground, nor do they come by chance, but that

they are directed and fent by a wife and holy

God, either for correction of fin, for the trial of

grace, for improvement in religion, or for other

important ends : and that they fhall work toge

ther for good to all thoſe who make a wife im-

provement of God's vilitation, neither deſpiſing

his chaſtening hand, nor fainting under his re-

bukes.

Sect. III. If the miniſter finds the fick perfon

to be grofly ignorant, he fhall inftruct him in the

nature of repentance and faith, and the way of

acceptance with God, through the mediation

and atonement of Jeſus Chriſt.

Sect . IV . He ſhall exhort the fick to examine

himself ; to fearch his heart, and try his former

ways, by the word of God ; and fhall affift him,.

by mentioning fome of the obvious marks and

evidences of fincere piety.

Sect. V. If the fick fhall fignify any fcruple,

doubt or temptation, under which he labours, the

minifter must endeavour to refolve his doubts,

and adminiſter inſtruction and direction , as the

cafe may ſeem to require.

Sect. VI. If the fick appear to be a ftupid,

thoughtless and hardened finner , he ſhall endea-

vour to awaken his mind ; to aroufe his confci-

ence ; to convince him of the evil and danger of

fin ; of the curfe of the law, and the wrath of
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God due to finners ; to bring him to a humble

and penitential fenfe of his iniquities ; and to

ftate before him the fulneſs of the grace and

mercy of God, in and through the glorious Re-

deemer ; the abfolute neceffity of faith and re-

pentance, in order to his being interested in the

favour of God, or his obtaining everlaſting hap-

pineſs.

Sect . VII. If the fick perfon fhall appear to

have knowledge, to be of a tender conſcience,

and to have been endeavouring to ſerve. God in

uprightneſs, though not without many failings.

and ſinful infirmities ; or if his fpirit be broken

with a fenfe of fin, or through apprehenfions of

the want ofthe divine favour ; then it will be

proper to adminifter confolation and encourage-

ment to him, by fetting before him the freeneſs

and riches ofthe grace of God, the all-fufficiency

ofthe righteoufnefs of Chrift, and the fupporting

promiſes ofthe goſpel.

Sec. VIII. The minifter muft endeavour to

guard the fick perfon againſt ill-grounded per-

fuafions of the mercy of God, without a vital

union to Chrift ; and againft unreaſonable fears

of death, and defponding difcouragements; againſt

preſumption upon his own goodneſs and merit,

upon the one hand, and againft defpair of the

mercy and grace of God in Jefus Chrift, on the

other.
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Sect . IX. In one word, it is the minifter's

duty to adminiſter to the fick perſon inſtruction,

conviction, fupport, confolation or encourage-

ment, as his cafe may feem to require.

At a proper time, when he is moſt compoſed,

the minifter fhall pray with and for him .

Sect . X. Laftly, the minifter may improve

the prefont occafion to exhort thofe about the

fick, to confider their mortality ; to turn to the

Lord and make their peace with him ; in health

to prepare for ſickneſs, death and judgment.

Sect. I.

CHA P. XIII.

Ofthe Burial of the Dead

W

HENany perfon departs this

life, let the corpfe be taken

care of in a decent manner ; and be kept a pro-

per and fufficient time before interment.

Sect. II. When the feafon for the funeral

comes, let the dead body be decently attended to

the grave, and interred . During fuch folemn oc-

cafions, let all who attend, conduct themſelves

with becoming gravity ; and apply themfelves

to ſerious meditation or difcourfe ; and the mi-

nifter, if prefent, may exhort them to confider

the frailty of life ; and the importance of being

prepared for death and eternity.
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CHAP. XIV.A

OfFafling and of the Obfervation of the Days of

Sect. I.

Thanksgiving.

THE

HERE is no day under the gof-

pel commanded to be kept holy,

except the Lord's day, which is the chriftian

fabbath.

Sect . II . Nevertheleſs to obferve days of faſt-

ing and thankſgiving, as the extraordinary difpen-

fations of divine providence may direct, we judge

both fcriptural and rational.

Sect . III. Fafts and thankſgivings may be ob-

ferved by individual Chriftians ; or families, in

private ; by particular congregations ; by a num-

ber of congregations contiguous , to each other ;

by the congregations under the care of a prefby-

tery, or ofa fynod ; or by all the congregations of

our church.

Sec. IV. It must be left to the judgment and

difcretion of every Chriſtian and family to deter-

mine, when it is proper to obferve a private faſt .

or thankſgiving and to the church-feffion to de-

termine for particular congregations ; and to the

prefbyteries or fynods to determine for larger

diftricts. When it is deemed expedient that a

faft or thankſgiving fhould be general, the call for

them must be judged of by the fynod or general

affembly. And if at any time the civil power
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fhould think it proper to appoint a faſt or thankf-

giving, it is the duty of the minifters and people

of our communion, as we live under a chriſtian

government, to pay all due refpect to the fame.

Sect. V. Public notice is to be given a conve-

nient time before the day of fafting or thankſ-

giving comes, that perfons may fo order their

temporal affairs, that they may properly attend to

the duties thereof.

Sect. VI. There fhall be public worship upon

all fuch days ; and let the prayers, pfalms, por-

tions of ſcripture to be read, and fermons, be all,

in a ſpecial manner adapted to the occafion .

Sect . VII. On faft days , let the miniſter point

out the authority and providences calling to the

obſervation thereof ; and let him ſpend a more

than uſual portion of time in folemn prayer, par-

ticular confeffion of fin, efpecially of the fins of

the day and place, with their aggravations, which

have brought down the judgments of heaven.

And let the whole day be ſpent in deep humilia-

tion and mourning before God.

Sect . VIII. On days of thankſgiving, he is

to give the like information refpecting the au-

thority and providences which call to the obfer-

vance of them ; and to ſpend a more than ufual

part of the time in the giving of thanks, agree-

ably to the occafion, and in finging pfalms or

hymns of praife.
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It is the duty of people on thefe days to re-

joice with holy gladneſs of heart ; but let trem-

bling be fo joined with our mirth, that no exceſs

or unbecoming levity be indulged.

CHA P. XV.

The Directoryfor Secret and Family Worſhip.

Sect . I.

BES

ESIDES the public worſhip in

congregations , it is the indif-

penfible duty of each perfon , alone, in fecret ;

and of every family, by itſelf, in private, to pray

to, and worſhip God.

Sect . II. Secret worship is moſt plainly en-

joined by our Lord . In this duty every one, apart

by himself, is to fpcnd fome time in prayer,

reading the ſcriptures, holy meditation, and feri-

ous felf-examination . The many advantages

arifing from a confcientious diſcharge of theſe

duties, are beſt known to thoſe who are found in

the faithful diſcharge of them.

Sect. III. Family worship, which ought to be

performed by every family, ordinarily morning

and evening, confifts in prayer, reading the

fcriptures, and finging praiſes.

Sect . IV. The head of the family, who is to

lead in this fervice, ought to be careful that all

the members of his houſehold duly attend ; and

Sf
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that none withdraw themſelves unneceffarily from

any part of family worship ; and that all refrain

from their common bufinefs while the fcriptures

are read, and gravely attend to the fame, no lefs

than when prayer or praiſe is offered up .

Sect . V. Let the heads of families be careful

to inſtruct their children and fervants in the prin-

ciples of religion -Every proper opportunity

ought to be embraced for ſuch inftruction . But

we are ofopinion that the fabbath evenings, after

public worship, fhould be facredly preferved for

this purpoſe. Therefore we highly difapprove of

paying unneceffary private vifits on the Lord't

day; admitting ſtrangers into the families, exceps

when neceffity or charity requires it ; or any

other practices, whatever plaufible pretences may

be offered in their favour, if they interfere with

the above important and neceffary duty.

FINIS.
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