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It will be hard perhaps for the general

public to estimate the greatness of the loss

that Princeton has sustained in the death

of Dr. Caspar Wistar Hodge. His life was

singularly quiet and uneventful ; and it

may be doubted whether even in Prince

ton it was generally known how much the

simple weight ofhis opinion was indirectly

influencing the Church. Unseen himself,

hewas amost interested observer of events .

Clear in his judgment and unalterable in

his convictions, he was in all matters and

particularly in theological and ecclesiast

ical matters a wise counsellor, and his

judgment had great influence in shaping

or in confirming the judgments of other

men who took a more active part than he

in public affairs.

He wrote but little for the press and

that little was usually in the form of book

reviews which, while remarkably lucid and

discriminating were studiously objective

in their nature and disappointingly lack

ing in any expression ofhis own opinions.

It is to beregretted that in the department

of New Testament study where he had

such exceptional right to speak with

authority his disinclination to authorship

should have deprived the Church of the

benefit ofhis ripe learning and penetrating

judgment. It is too soon to say whether

his lectures are in a form that will justify

No. 4.

their publication in a volume. Such a

volume, prepared under proper editorial

supervision, would be eagerly welcomed

by Dr. Hodge's pupils all over the world,

and would supply a need in our theo

logical literature. Lacking the finishing

touches of the author's hand, it would

necessarily be incomplete and perhaps be

even fragmentary, but it would neverthe

less be a splendid fragment.

The greater part of Dr. Hodge's life was

spent in Princeton . He was born here,

February 21 , 1830, and lived here until

1853, when, after a four years' course of

theological study, he was graduated from

the Theological Seminary. During his

boyhood he enjoyed the friendship and

guidance of Dr. Addison Alexander, whose

formative influence during those early

years was visible in all his after life. Dr.

Hodge's relations with this singularly

gifted man were very remarkable and con

stitute a feature in his life that deserves

fuller treatment than can be given to it

in this brief sketch. Dr. Alexander was

his teacher and friend . He prepared him

for college and imbued him with the

scholarly ideals that madehim so critically

painstaking in his work and at the same

time so dissatisfied with it. Dr. Hodge

was graduated from Princeton College

with the highest honors of his class in

1848. At a later date his alma mater

recognized the distinction he had won as a
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theologian, by conferring upon him the de

gree of D.D. in 1869, and that of LL.D. in

1891. He was a tutor in the College for one

year while carrying on his studies in the

Theological Seminary, and during another

year was a teacher in the Edgehill School .

He was licensed to preach by the Pres

bytery of New Brunswick in 1853 and was

ordained to the ministry bythe Presbytery

ofNew York November 5, 1854. His first

pastoral charge was the Ainslie Street

Presbyterian Church, Williamsburgh

(Brooklyn, E. D. ) , which he served for

one year as a stated supply and then for

two years as a settled pastor. In 1856 he

became pastor of the Presbyterian Church

in Oxford, Pa. , remaining there until the

death of Dr. Addison Alexander in 1860,

when he was called to the vacant chair,

the title of the professorship being that

of New Testament History and Biblical

Greek until 1879, when it was changed to

that of New Testament Literature and

Exegesis.

The latter change was consequent upon

the death of Dr. Hodge's eminent father,

Dr. Charles Hodge, who through the

greater part of his long career as a Pro

fessor in the Theological Seminary taught

both Systematic Theology and New Testa

ment Exegesis . It was one of the blessings

of Dr. Charles Hodge's richly dowered life

as well as one ofthe blessings ofthe institu

tion that has been singularly favored with

a succession of able and godly men, that

when he rested from his labors his work

could pass without interruption and by a

natural transition into the hands ofhis two

gifted sons : Dr. A. A. Hodge, who but a

little before had been called to Princeton

fromthe Seminary in Allegheny, takingthe

department of Systematic Theology, and

Dr. C. W. Hodge that of Exegesis . It had

been the hope of the Church that loved

and honored these men as she had loved

and honored their father, that they would

both be spared for many years to come in

the work which they were doing with such

conspicuous success . But this hope has

been sadly disappointed . Dr. A. A. Hodge

died after a short illness November 11 ,

1886, and now, after months of anxious

waiting, hoping often against hope, we

have been forced to submit to a divine

appointment that has taken away the last

of this great triumvirate.

Dr. Hodge's illness began in the winter

of 1890, and , though not deemed serious ,

it soon required himto suspend his lectures

at the Seminary. The directors oftheSemi

nary gave him a year's leave of absence.

and it was hoped that change of air and

relieffromimmediate anxiety would prove

beneficial and lead to full recovery. He

spent a part of the summer in the Adiron

dacks, but the looked for improvement

did not come. A little before theopening

of the Seminary he returned to Princeton

greatly exhausted. Hegrew weaker daily,

and on the afternoon of Sunday, the 27th

of September, he quietly passed away.

To his sorrowing family-his widow, three

daughters and only son who bears his

father's name we extend our heartfelt

sympathy, with the feeling however, that

even death seems less cruel when those

who have been bereaved can look back

upon a life so full of true nobility, so

pure and above reproach as that of Caspar

Wistar Hodge. A more unselfish man we

never knew ; a man so little affected by

self- regarding motives one rarely sees .

Devoted to his family, considerate of his

friends, affectionate to those who were

admitted to intimacy, wide-awake in re

gard to public affairs, clear in judgment,

fixed in purpose, guiding his life by prin

ciple, a reverent Christian, a tenacious be

liever in the theology of his Church and

jealous--to a degree that depressed and sad

dened him of the influences that tended

to dilute her faith or lower her testimony,

-
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he was, take him for all in all , a man whose

like we shall never look upon again.

Dr. Hodge was deeply interested in the

progress of his alma mater, and though

conservative by temperament and some

times disposed to criticize adversely, he

was nevertheless in full sympathy withthe

university ideals and university methods

which characterize the Princeton ofto-day.

He was essentially anacademicman. This

was nowhere more visible than in his

preaching which was preeminently suited

to the wants of the intellectual and theo

logically educated audience that was

accustomed to listen so eagerly to him in

the Seminary chapel. His sermons were

rich with the results of a profound study

of the New Testament, pervaded by a re

fined spirituality and expressed in a style

that was wonderfully clear, simple and

unaffected .

But Dr. Hodge's great power was in the

class-room. He worked for his students

and was revered bythem as few professors

are. His intellectual honesty, his fairness ,

his candid dealing with difficulties, his

wisely balanced judgment, and above all

the religious impression that his lectures

unfailingly left upon his pupils , were

marked features in his professorial life

and served to make him what he was, the

ideal teacher of the New Testament.

Dr. Hodge was a man of few words.

His life revealed him he never called at

tention to himself. His death is an irre

parable loss to the Theological Seminary

which he served through a period of

thirty-one years . His intimate friends

looked up to him, leaned upon him, and

loved him, and it is with feelings of un

speakable sadness that they think of him

as having gone out from their company.

FRANCIS L. PATTON.

THE SPENCER TRASK LECTURESHIP.

A gift announced at last Commence

ment which is deserving of more than a

passing announcement is that of $10,000

by Mr. Spencer Trask of New York, to be

used as a fund for public lectures . Its ob

ject is to bring to Princeton every year

one or more prominent lecturers who shall

select for their subject some topic of the

day that will be of interest to the whole

College. In order to prevent any possible

favoritism it is made a condition that the

lecturers shall be in no way connected

with the College. The income of nearly

$500 would usually ensure half a dozen

lectures .

It is certain that Mr. Trask has pro

vided the solution of one of our crying

evils. The finances of the College have

never allowed it to provide such free public

lectures, and what has hitherto been done.

for this side of College life has been done

by private initiative. The incentive and

stimulus which are derived from such

courses at other universities are so evident

that both our faculty and student body

have often lamented our unfortunate po

sition in this respect . The students, being

unused to regular lectures of this kind, it

has happened that when lecturers have

been occasionally called here their lectures

have usually been so scantily attended as

to make us blush for the intellectual ac

tivity and love of knowledge of our Col

lege. It was like advertising to the world.

our scholastic nakedness ; and those who

had made the effort to offer new intellec

tual pabulum were usually not encouraged

to make another attempt. It is true that

a slight admission fee was sometimes

charged.

But with a regularly established course

of lectures, such as the Trask fund will

enable us to have, a tradition will doubt

less soon be established in Princeton
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