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PRETFACE

A SHORT preface is neceflary.—At a time when theftste
. of our public affairs engages the amxious attention of
the whole continent; and when complaints and diforders a«
rife, on account of debts and taxes; I 3 itaduty F
owed my country, briefly to fet before my -citizensy
their comparative happinefs ; and if poffible reconcile them
to their own advantageous fituation. How muit our virtue
ous rulers feel, who employ all their powers for the interelt
and honor of their country, to be requited with difcontent
and ingratitude ? And what encours t has divine pro-
vidence to continue or incresfe our incfs, if we are
difobedient and unthankful ? If at fo :f‘rnod of our
political exiftence, we are arrived st an awful refemblance
to thofe nations whofe vices udhmiyhuhw&:
them old age and decripitude, and are haftning their "
tion; we nquft vt cxpett that owr infancy cam cus
from their fate. The Babylenils cmpire took: its' rife, st
uinediue{llotymbd«;udbythe of iss ows
erimes, fell into ruin;; and all within-lefs than a fingle
oentury. In vain does the curious eraveller eaquire, Whess
fiood Babylen, the glory of the Chaldre’s cxcellency }
though it never had its equal wader the fun.- .

O my country-men ! Rightepnfuc/s exalterth a wation ; bt
fin it a reproach to amy people. The worft foc a coun
has, is that inhabitant who does the moft evil, and the
good; and the beft friend of a nation, is he who does the
moft good, and prevents the moft evil. i

In 5&: Addrefs to hufbands and wives, children add fervants,
my aim was to be honett and pertinent. A man-who knows
he can do nothing. well,- is not furprized at difcovering his
own deficiencies in every paragraph.  But if 1 have , tO
their proper fources, fome of our moft &nmml and pre-
valent vices, viz. The profanenefs and i ity of oue
youth; and the heinous, and univerfal fin of Sabbathe
bréaking ; may it excito a fuitable. cmulation in-all,, ton:i.‘fo
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<. 1. Yo +ha nroner remedy @ For America is infamous for
that vice, as the Sybarites were tor effeminacy ; the Cretans
tor 1ymg; or the Germans for drunkennefs. The means
} frbedin the addrefs, might go far towards the cure of
this national evil. But alas! How difcouraging the prof-
pect; when at the houfes of many profeflors, you canne:
enjoy five minutes on that day for reading, devotion,
converfation, without being difturbed and interrupted with
the noife and play of chuldren of all fizes and colours,
within doors or without. O profeffors! the cure muit be-
gin with you. Sinners will not attempt it. Hypocrites
will tire and faint. If the green be barren, what can be
expected from the dry ! And if the feed of the godly are as®
whcultivated, as the offepring of finners, what fhall the next
generation be? ,
1 expetied to find the compofition of original chatechi{ms
s wosk of difficulty, and was net deceived. Some may
toe long; while others can mentian important
are wholly omitted. The length of fome of
-is 8 seal objection, which I know not how to
the affiftance that 1ff. 2d. 3d. &c. may
left out fome neceflary parts of the an-
divided it into a number of queftions, pro-
the fan:;otda. Such as they are, I com-
_ to an m(hlgan' public. If
- and ,&:m,ﬁ :i‘f‘govet i them a nmhe:z'
jmportant » wered with any propriety,
his t by them, and know the truth as itis
fn JESUS. 1 am well fatisfied, that a youth, of any me-
mory and application, may be able, in one month, to an-
fwer every queftion in this catechifm, by fpending half an hour
daily upon it; and I flacter mayfelf it will richly reward his
i He will not only have a little treafure of ufeful
mﬂp, for enlightening his mind, and regulating his
;téliee; but as far as he can truft to their orthodoxy, may
able, by them, to judge of the truth or falfezood of
doftrines when he hears them.  Shall Americes youth defpair
of committing to memory, a little fyftem of religions
knowledge, when an afloron the ftage thall retain, and
i nounce, a “large part of fifty different
plays? And if the memory is fo weak, that it cannot re-
tain the whole ‘.-n‘]et the very attempt will imprint the fub-
fance of the anfwer on the mind. In compofing the Ne-
gross catechifm, I had frefh proofs of my owa incapscity
to
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to ma.c truth plain to the meaiet underftanding ; and yet
Y Liope there is nothing but what they can comprehend, it
frequently inculcated. T hat little compofition 1s not fo pe-
cubarly appropriated to Negroes, but that it may properiy
enough be learned by whites, as an additional introduction
to the youth’s catechifm. ‘The world will confider thefs
compofitions, fo far from being intended to fuperfede the
Afiembly’s catechifm, that I would have them confidered
as an introduétion to it. For that little fyftem of divini
contains a greater variety of divine truths than the |

gf mine ; though I handle fome fubjects more largely thaa it

oes.

In the prayers, I have ftudied the utmoft plainnefs, in
imitation of the language of worthippers given us by infpi.
ration. Nothing can more ftrenger indicate human pri
os confift lefs wiﬁx the fpirit of a humble worthipper, a
ftudied elogpence in cur addrefles to God. I have laboured
to avoid fuch odious bombaft on the one hand, and a
Alovenly difregard to elegant plainnefs on the other. And I
blefs God, upon viewing them, that I was lead to mix fe
much of the Sivinc oracles with them, ps not fo few
as twenty fentences of holy writ, in each prayer. No lag-

age, like that of infpiraton, can equally lﬂz’dtbe humea

t, animate devotion, or, perhaps, find acceptance with
God. Thus far have I laboured for your good :—now, sy
dear reader, comes your part. 'What I have been oftcn ag-
plied to do for cular families, is here done far the com-
mon benefit. No longer can <you plead your incapacity ts
lead the dovou'ort:mof yourlfamithl;a. You are tdwi o:'
. excufe, if you negle ¢ very important du
family re]iggon. Og:‘of tic{c prayers can be dl{tw&lyqpm-
.mounced in about feven mimutes. To read a
chapter, - and fing four or five ftanzas of a pfalm or hyma,
will employ about ten or twelve minutes more. , If t.luh
really too much to devote to the fervice of God in your
bon&'c twice a day, you muft tell your maker and judge at
laf, that you was a man fo given up to the world, that you
had not time nor heart for religion; and fatan himfelf can-
- mot bring a worfc charge againft you.

As to the fhort paraphrafc on-the Lord’s prayer, [ would
ebferve, that this portion of facred writ, claums the pre-
eminence, in the focial worthip of chriftians, whether con-
fidered 26 a model, tobeliunfl] followed, or as a general
dircition for devotion, Bwt ether way, I fearit ut:‘o:
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oftd than enderflood ; and this part of devotion, which fe.
ires clofer attention, and greater fieadinefs of thought
mpuhapc, any thing we ever attempted, there is reafon
%0 apprehend is worfe performed than any other part of
divine worfhip. The phrafe, will in fome meafure,
fhew its vaft extent, and comprehenfivenefs. I beg leave to
make s few obfervations. 1. This prayer is intended for
focial worthip ; as all the ouns arc plural, and cannot
' be ¥IId by one alone. 1. It isa family prayer,
t te! Chrift to his houthold the a , and to be daily
ented, if we daily need our bread. 3. Itis a trial, and
teft of charafler, and requires true piety in thofe who ufe it,
of which every fentence isa proof. 4. Cuxist diftated
ﬁiﬁnyer, before he taught his church to pray in HIS
NAME. In this refpe@, therefore, it is an imperfe@® model
for chriftian worfbip fince that command was fiven. §e
‘This prayer fhould be pronounced with a flow folemnity,
that the warthippers may include as much of the matter it
contains in therr mind as pofible. 6. The improper word
auvbich, in thelﬁg fenh;hx;ce, as it g:cakes Almighty of the
neater fﬁdc!, ve ¢ into the proper pronoun avbs,
to all our xdcagz‘i' the fuggeme bl:ing, and to
well known fenfe of the Greek article o, in this very
How fe many leamed men as tranflated the Bible,
came to be {0 carelefs of grammar, as to make God, angels
mepy of the neuter gender, fo often as they have, is
Bard to dccount for. In the third of Lake, t{c Englith
muft avkich, for avbo, about fixty times in
ver| Let all grammarians, at leaft, read their
Bibles with propriety. A little care and attention will render

L}

's words, inflead of the comparatively
tritiag, and © ical words, trefpafs, and rrefpaffis.
!lowdllcffond ir way into that prayerin the e
et 10 God's bifing, ~ Farewel, R
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T O

HEADSof FAMILIES.

My Friends and Brethresn,

CONSIDER the ftation in which Providence has placed
you, asone of the moft important in life. 1 confider
ou as cither a hufband, a father, a mafter ; or as all thefe
inone ; and he who aéts thefe feveral parts well, bath pur.
¢bajed ta"himf:lf a gl degree, and is one of the moft uig"ul
members of civil fociety. A family is a little commaunity
within itfelf ; of which fmaller bodies, ftates and kingdoms
are compofed. Out of your families are to arife the future
citizens of thefe States. Caft back your eyes to the Amers-
€an revolution. Never forget the wonders God hath wrought
for your country. ‘The acknowledged independence of Ame-
rica, 18 an event that engages the calgcr attention of all Chri.
Jendom. It has, to a vaft extent of continent, fecured thofe
civil and religious liberties, which are unknown in any other
rt of the globe. For you are thereby, not only delivered
m the tyranny of kings, the rapacity of courtiers, and
the dominion of lords fpiritual and temporal; but you can
ele@ or be ele@ted into any office of your country. e
make the laws by which you are governed; and yow only,
have a negative on thofe laws, if they are found inconveai.
ent.  Your religious liberties are fill more furprizing. Here,
Sbe Lord bath created a menw thing in the earth., You have
the honour to poflefs that foil, and breathe that air, where
legiflators have, for the firft time, declared, that have
nothing to do with religion but to proteét its effors 3
and that God alone is the Lord of confcience. is was al-
ways true, and always plead by fuffering chriftians. Bet
kings, princes, law-givers, popes, and lord-bithops, com-
bined againft the Lord and againft bir Awointed ; to this
hour deny it all the world over. O my country-men! If
you are not the moft thankfu:lmk under heaven, you are,
of all men, the moR inexc i and betray your igmo-
s
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sitsee of the ftate of mankind in all other nations.. Briaie
is confcfliedly the moft fricndly to human liberty of any
kingdom on earth : et in that favoured land, not one man
in many hundr¢ds, has a vote in their eleions for com-
mons. Their national debt overwhelms the imagination .*
to pay the intereft of which, and fupply the national ex-

nce in tie of peace, requires fifteen millions ferling ;.
and renders their taxes enormous, when about eight millions
of inhabitants atc to pay it yearly, or ruin and bankruptcy
await them. The teath of every thing their fields produce,
goes to fupport the clergy of the ektablifhed church; no diftine-
tion being made betwixt the fiekt of the church-man, and the
diffenter. Alinoft every thing they eat, drink and wear, is tax-
ed. They pay forlibecty to ride the road, and for the light of
hecaven that fhines throuyi: their windows. There the Teft
Act rear its impious head, and reigns in defiance of all the
laws ot holicefs. I fball nfk iy reputation with my
Plain Planter, when 1 acquaint him, that above an hundred
years ago, in the reign of Charies 11. who lived a libertine,
and died a papiit, the Englul parliament, with a profef-
fed defign to keep Roman-cathslicks out of office, palted an
aft, enjoining all who fhould bear any office, civil or mili-
tary, to receive the facrament of the Lord’s fupper, in the
ehurch of England, before they could ait in their office.
This degrades one of the moft {olemn rites of the chriftian
religion, to an engine of ftate; and proftitutes this holy or-
dinance of CurisT, enjoined on his followers, s» remem-
brance. of bim, to the abufe of every powdered fop,. and
celefs infidel, who can, by favour or purchafe, procure

a commiffion-in the army, the mavy, excife, cuftoms, &c.

- ; Ia

® To give the Plain Planter fome idea of the annnal expences,
end national debt of Brivain, § awonle > that @ pint o
melted avill aweigh abent mimetesn pesnds and an balf.
Let us fuppofe a pint of guineas ts aveigh 1§ or 16 peands, and
20 be in valse [. 1000 ferling. Si.ty{uv thonfand poxnd:,
then, awill make a & of guineas. Now if you diwide 1§
willions, the annxal tax, by 64000, it guotients 234 bufoels of
gold, or abent A1 or 12 tobacce bogfoeads full of guineas, for
their annnal expence in time g{.ﬁ« . dAnd if you fuppofe the
" solle@ion made in filver, the vl be about tavcnty times as
gremt. It is u/;naz{:’ thét calenlation to the avbole mati-
enal debt, wwbich is abent 250 millioms, and vonld fll 199
doghoesds of gold; and mearly 4000 of fver,

¥
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In the magiftracy, from the lord chancellor to the wnder
fhesiff, they fhall all thus qualify. When the office of
mayor, faenff, alderman, &c. comesin courfe to a difieater, be
fhall comply with this a&, in defiance of confcience, oe
fitall pay a heavy fine for delinquency. Fhis a& has fiood
all former and latter attempts of men of and geses
rous fpirits, to h:ve it blotted from the Ewgli® code. Jmwe
prifoament for debt, is only an impeachment of Bricgé, (and;
alas! I ma":add of A-e{iu-) joftice and humanity. (Bu
the TeRR A& infults heaven itfelf, ** and laughs at gods and

.’ Hifh-chorch bithops and x tory fpuliameat,- prop
up their idol, at a time when the popith fovercigns of Gene
many, Fraxce, and even of Spaix, have given aobls

{s of liberality of femtiment. ,

If this be a true draught of fome of the foatures. of the
free® kingdom in Exrope, what a thocking pi€tuve mutt o-
ther mations exhibit? Could yeu travel Mm‘é
Spain, France, lialy, Germaenwy, Poland and .
would you long for an angel’s wing to bear you to Jmerics,
d\o:;gmﬁdeneeof liberty, and hide you from fuch comw
plic foeenes of wret s, as would every whese firike
your eyes. Should you take Exgland in your way, yow
would thea bein s country, where the names fo desc %0

bearts, your Frewtlins, your Wakis , your HHesb
c’::, your Jdnun, Henrys, ’E:W. F;’m,%
and many others, whofe wifdom and valour God made
of for the falvation of your country—in Kxplend, 1
thofe names, fo vencnb‘ with you, would not be p
ted to fill the meaneft office, uLﬁtheywodddivel theme
felves of honour and confcience, and make religion a lsddes
to preferment.

our country, indeed, labours under the weight of 2 fo..
reign and domeftic debt ; and heavier taxes mutt enfue, then.
could befall you, betore you was an indesendent natiom &
yet ftill, by comparifon with the two moft flourithing king-
doms in Enxrope, viz. Framce and Englond, the balance of
happinefs torns in: yoor favour.  For although have not
their trade, nor numbers, yet your net debe is, to
theirs, fearcely in the proportion of one to thirty. Res
member, that feven years ago, you would o?ladly have 8-
greed, notmbea(hi)ﬁng richer at the end of twenty years
on condition your country could enjoy peace, liberty and
independence ; and that indtofctw.e:? years, you could
poy of your wholc naticoal debe, leave your chﬂ:
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the fons and daughters of rxxz Awerica. Divine pre«
vidence granted your wifhes fooner and more amply thaa
youdaregtocxpe&. America was declared a free inde-
pendent nation, by all the powers on carth. And this
coun;.?,‘ at its firfk exiftence, owes a two- debt: The
firft of gratitude and praife to God, to be ith every
morning. light and evening fhades, for wonders he
hath wrought for you and your country. The fecond a na-
tional debt, to be funk by taxes, for all the expences of a
feven years war, particulacly for clothing, pay, arms, am-
munition, and provifions, furnithed tb our brave officers
and hardy foldiers during the confli®; in which they bad
% s bred 1n the military fchool, and armies
greatly their fuperiouns in difcipline, and all the apparatus
of war, ¢ debts asc acknowledged on all fiands to be
jufily due. Good manners, we fay, is onc of the cheapeft
and moft commendable things a man can carry about with
him. Th‘i;_is}ucm&n;ntlg true, of gratitude l‘:m(i;l;di:eafm
psyment of this debt, does not depend on ki ons,
and plentiful crops. A thankful fenfe of divine goodnefs,
and a tongue to exprefs it, though it P.(_Z' not the debt, is
all that God requires. Your great Creditor, your owm
It, your family and friends, know how you acquit your-
£If, in paying tﬂio debt.  If i Rands in full force againft
ou, fin lies at’ your deor. And you ought to be athamed of
ture expeflations, if you requite kindnefics with in-
itude. Ycur taxes are a debt you owe.for your protec-
tion, and for your rights as citizens: bot it reguires the unit-
ed wifdom and authority of your country to fecure the H-
ment of it.. The public debts of your country are as juftly
due, as thofe you owe by private bargain. Every pound
you difcharge,. is fo much put out at intereft for your pofte-
gity ; who muft otherways pay a larger fum at any futare day,
and the longer it is  deferred,. the heavier it muft fall. If
Chriftians are commanded to pay their taxes, with chearful
readinefs, to thofe pagan princes who ruled the carth when
the Neww T?'anuﬁt was written ; though moft of them were
monfters of luft and crueity, and would wafte at a fingle
eatertainment the taxes of a whole province—will you,
my friends, grudge to- pay your proportion of the national
expence, when you know it'is applied by the men of your
ewa choice, to the finking of the public debt ; the fupport
of government: among you; and to maintain the credit
of your country? You have fewer temptations to hant g(;:::
o ric
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siches then formerkr. The purchafe of flaves is now me
objet with wife Americans. Virtuous republicans aim
Bot at great wealth, but at a decent competency, -acquired by
the union of induftry and fmls:lity. We “have no kings
companions among 0s; no lords or princes, to own half a
county, and to let out their Jands at high rents to a thoufand
drudges. You genesally poffefs farms, from the caltivation,
sprefervation, and improvement of which .you are to draw
what you eat and drink; and if you are what I with you,
far the greateft part of your clothing. ‘What vou can raife
for exportation, will be fufficient to pay your proportien of
the national debt, and procure you fome neceffary articies

which your farms will not produce.

But my dear friends, though I earneftly with you that
moderate competency, -unincumbered with riches, which
‘has been the aim of the wife and virtuous in all ages ; yet I
am ftill more folicitous refpeting your happinefs as candi-
dates for cternity, than as citizens of America. You are the
inhabitants of the happieft country under-heaven, could you
wefift the temptation of riches; and avoid debts and foreign
frippery—but are you fecuring a berter conntry, that is am
beavenly? Come, my beloved country-men; a friend of
ours is_come to enquire after your fpiritual health, and re-
ligious profperity ; and you muft allow him to be as parti-
cular as the prophet of old—J1s it well with thee ? It it well
awith thy awife P Is it awell awith thy children ? Is it avell avith
sby fervants !

1. Is it auell awith thyfelf ? 'Thou haft a dwelling in thie
land of liberty ; but haft thou fecured a refidence in the
boufe mot made with bands ? Thou owneft a farm within
thefe ftates: but art thou not like the fons of Rembes and
Gad, f{o captivated with the balfam groves of Gilead, the
pools of on, and the rich paftures of Babes, that
thou hat no lot in the promifed land beyond the flood ? It
may be thou haft a balance in thy favour, when thou fettleft
accounts with mankind; but God the judpe of all, hasa

ivate account againft thee of ‘ten,thondmf' ts. If of
21117“’ it is between four and five milliens flerling; if of
1d, it.is more than feventy. -To this enormous {um does
compare thy fins, who only kaows the evil of them,
RO S St
an obligi i r; a ociety ;
poor m?:gfzgd. and oo man’s foe. Well, Sir, thos
act jult fit to live is bt werdd; fuch wosthy mcmm
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docs haman fociety need, for its fupport and ormament, and
America owns you for a fon—but, my fellow-immortal, thou
mayeft be as unfit for the {ociety and employments of hea-
wen, as thou art to prefide at 'Cdtf" d an amy, or
sule 8 kingdom. The enjoyments of that world, may be
as difgufting to you, as a well-furnifhed table to a fomach
fick unto death; and you may be found a¢ laft wholly a man of
shis wosld, and totally u ified for a better, temporal
death put an cad to your whole exiftence, your charac-
ger, as 8 worthy member of civil fociety, would be your high-
eft fn‘k' But you expeét to out-live fun, moon and fars;
and you know your own intereft calls on you to be fit for
that ftation which God hath promifed, and good men look
for, when they dic. Tohbe a man of the quorld, can no
more qualify us for the heavenly ftate, than fpending our
youth at the {ljough could qualify us to teach law, phyfic
or divinity. Until you can prove, then, That to pay your
blic and private debts, is rendering 1o God the glory duc unte
&is mame—That to cultivate your ficld is 20 awveré ows yoar
.oawn falvatien—That to fill your barns with plenty, is 7 lay
z treafure in beaven—That to love your country, family,
iends and ncighbours, is 1s Jove the Lord your God avith all
yaur beart—"That to do no harm, is doing all the good you
can—That to teach your fon to keep accounts, is 7o mamber
Jyour dayi—To teach your daughter to fpin, weave and make
-up, is to fecure the avedding garment—That to fec your fa-
mily early at work, is paying your morning facrifice to God
-with them; and following them to the éld, is prayixg fo
o PATHSR wwbo feeth in fecret—That to clofe the day as
you began it, and no devotion among you, is to pray avith-
et ceafing—~And that to emjoy your fortune with credit
and li ity, is to demy yourfelf, take up your crofs, and folleww
Jreosws CurisT: Until, Ifay, you can prove that the owe
of thefe is the other, you muft mever believe that the man of
-the world is the man of God; or that creditably to fill ous
ftation on carth, certainly fits us for 25¢ glory that foall be
revealed. It may be then, my friend, that it is wor awell
awith thee; and that thou art fit for no world but this. Thy
ﬁ care, th::;hth t conoeu‘:.. is tonl:le‘ z:term of
; ip wi r, and on fure eternity.
mmf«m" will difeovertoyoxnr?uthat tobeamtxyn
of the world, and a man of God, are vattly different things.
That the friewdBip of the averld, is cumity anth Ged; if
- amy man jowe the wotld, the leve of the ntba-i:miz%;

~
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““The one thing needful for thee, then, is perfonal plety; the
power of rgigiqn on thy heart; thc‘tepx: r of t{c'n in
thy foul ; and the praQlice of godlinefs in thy whole deport-
ment. If thou wouldft not fink forever, he now on zbe rock
of ages. 1f thou wouldft be fafé, be in the hands of
Curist. 1f thou wouldft be a fon of heaven, be born.oe
gain.  1f thou wouldft be in the wiy (o heawen; enter pn it
through the firair. gate : and if thou would® go thrasgh the
ates ints the city at laft, it muft be by felf-dental, and fﬂ-
wing | e sUs in the way. Betore you cither cat or fleep, fet to
work, and try what God may do for you. And as you are
pleading for more than life, you muft not give up your fuis :
YOU MUST sEEK, TILL You FIND. Read on your knees
the parable of the widow and the vnjuft judge, Luke xviii.
2—38; and it you would prevail with God, you muft perfift as
fhe does, till you obtain the blefling. Sce this importunate fpi-
ritilluftrated in another widow, Matthew xv. 22—28, With
our Lord’s propertitles in her mouth, fhe cries to him for mercy.
He feems to take no notice of her. The difeiples intercede for
her. He tells them, he was fent to work miracles only for the
Feaws. 'The poor woman is not difcouraged; fhe breaks
through the company, and falls at his fect with a Lord belp me.
Heé calls her a Gentile dog, that Lad no right to the bread of
God’s children. The humble creature acknowledges lLer
charafter and unworthinefs; but begs a dog’s portion, a
crumb under the children’s table. Having exercifed her pa-
tience thus far, and given her faith full fcope to difplay itfelf,
the glory of Jesus breaks in upon her with thefe tranfport-
ing words, O aviman, great is thy faith! Be it anto thee
even as thow avilt.  Get thou, my triead, the fpirit of im-
portunate widows; wreltling Facobs; penitent Epbraims
hrmble publicans, and praying San/s; and refolve not to
leave the place without a blefling.  And if thou attaineft to
this, Jesus will alfo fay to thee, Be it unts thee even as thou
avilt.  "Then it fhall be avel/ zvrth thee indeed : thou fhall be
-2 penitent, a believer, a trueconeert, and a fon of God. Thou
fhalt glorify him on earth, and enjoy him through all cternity.
This %srings on the fecond queltion.

2. Is it avell awith thy avife 7 She is the woman of thy
chinice, whem thou haft fingled out from all the daughters
of thy people. She preferied thee to all others; forfook
her natural relations for thy fake; put herfelf ander thy
care and proteftion; and entcred with thee the neareft and
Jeareft relation upon casih, She is the painfol mother, and

B - carcful
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varefal norfe of thy children. Is it thy conftant endeavour
%o ber happinefs } Do ber twwno breafts aluays delight
shee? Is fhei » thy other-felf, and dear to thy heart as
ghe blood that flows there ? Dareft thou utter one harth fen-
tence, or wear 8 frown, when zbar form appears? Look on
ber again: her very weaknefs is amiable.” That is the fee-
ble vine, which demands you, the ftronger tree, for its fup-
port; and it richly repays thee, with its fhade and its fruit.
‘American wives are worthy of double honour, with all men
of fenfe and reflettion. y nobly gave up hufbands and
fons, to go forth in defence of their country. And while
the wholé weight of care at home, lay on their weak hands,

their national virtue, and amazing induftry, they con-
vinced the world, for feven years together, that foreign
trade is not cffential to the fubfiftence of America. Thole
grey hairs are as lovely as thezv are honourable. Canft thcu
reckon up the labours of thofe two hands? Numbers were
pot made for that purpofe. My fifter; my daugiter; boaw
ss it with thee # Art thou indeed what my tond wifhes fup-
pofe thee? Can the beart of thy bujband fafely truft in thee ?
“Art thou indeed, an belp meet for kim? Can he lean his ho-
monr, fortune, and reputation, on thy faithful bofom?
When treated with contempt or infult-abroad, can he return
‘home, and find his world in thee ? Does thy winning fweet-
nefs fmooth the rugged parts of his difpofition? And doft
thou fmile, or weep down the rifing ftorm? Thy hufband,
I muft hope, takes efpecial care, that children and fervants
fhall pay thee all poffible refpedt and obedience. Thou art
theretore every creature’s friend; and the powerful bond
that binds the whole family together, with the golden chain of
love. Be then thy principal ornament, a meek and guiet fpi-
rit; and let thy benevolence ftand as a reproach on thofe
daughters of fury, whom we fhould conjecture to be wo-
men only by the female dref¢, the fmooth face, and the
fhrill voicee  Wretched the man who calls her wife! He
wedded a iamb; fhe became a tigrefs in his bofom. He
Loped for a fweet companion through life, to fhare allits plea-
fures, and all its cares with him. But fhe is a grief to his
heart ; thunder to his ears; a tyrant to his fervants, and ru-
in to his children, by excefive feventy, or partial indulg-
eace. But I hope my piQure has few originals; and I re-
tarn with pleafure to the more amiable chara@er of the moft
amiahle fex, as I have long confidered you.  Your foftnefs
apd deljcacy are 3 conftant chegk on the roughes tcmpem‘f
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the other fex; who, withont this reftraint, wosld degenss
rate into brutal favages. To your abhorrence of vice and
cruelty, it is chiefly to be afcribed, that men are not moré
vicious, and more cruel. And to conciliate your favour,
and recommend themfelves to your approbation, is the mo-
tive and fource of perhaps half the good, the brave and ge-
nerous aftions of mankind. The good you do then, and
the good you are the occafion of being done ; with the evils
which you preveat, preferve on earth a large proportion of the
virtue it poflefles. The happy man who calls you wife,
feels his heart often faying, what your modefty érbids his
tongue to utter. Masny daughters bave dome wirtmonfly, but
thou excellff them all. 'Thou art then, my fifter, a worthy
daughter of America, and a woman fit to live in shis avorld,
—But permit your friend and admirer to afk, How is it with
thee for eternsty ? Thou hatt, 1hope a loving hufband on
carth’; but is 1y Maker thy hufpand? Art thou married to
the Lord Jefus, the glorious bride-groom of his church and
ople? Paufe—and afk, whether his tranfcendent worth
E:s won your heart; and whether you have given as chear-
ful a confent to be his faithful fpoufe, as yom did to the
man in whofe bofom you lic? 1 know your fex are
tempted to truft to that fweetnefs of temper you often pof-
fefs. But Y pray you remember, that is not a dequenly
temper.  Your greateft danger, however, arifes from
the truft you have in your being innocent of many
crimes, into which many of our fex fall. On what a bro-
ken reed are you leaning for cternity! As if exemption
from crimes was that life of bolinefs, avithont awbich wmowe
all fec the Lord. Thou couldft not furvive the guilt of
roftituting thy body to the adulterer. But doft thou not
ow, that the body is for the Lord, and the Lord for the
dody ? Thou dareft not take the name of the Lord thy God
in vain; nor talk the language of hell, like the fons of
perdition.. But doft thou glonfy, worthip and adore, sar great
and dreadful name, The Lord thy Ged? Nothing could in-
duce thee to drink to intoxication: but doft thou daily afk
of Jesus, and is he giving to drink of the well of the wa-
ter of life? Thou wouldft not bruife the face, wound the
fkin, or tear the clothes of thy female acquaintance: but
art thou fighting tbe good fight of faith, againft sthe fins of
the flb, the lufts of the eye, and the pride of life ?- Thow
art a daughter of Eve, and exafily in the fame circum-
fances to which her fall and apoftacy reduced herfelf : ;:
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the Tofs of her true glory and innocence ; exclufion from the
tree of life; expulfion from paradife ; and the curfe of God
upon her, and all fhe fhoul conceive ; unlefs He who was
preached to her, as the Seed of the awomar, fhall reflore her
and you to your loft ftation; and produce in you a divine
Jife. O my dear creatures; let not your own lLearts, nor the
tongue of the flatterer deceive you, as if you were angels in
human form. Your fex is fure of an advocate in me, when
virtue, decency, and comparative innocence are the topics.

For many of you have every thing, but the onme thing need-
Jul. But I muft not conceal from you, what thirty years
preaching to both fexes has confirmed me in,—That you are
as much difaffefted to God, and as deftitute of true religi-
on, as the other fex is. How often is the preacher’s heart
grieved, when his eye informs him, that the irreligious of
your fex, is the moft carelefs ard giddy rart of his audi-
ence? For neither the devotional, nor inftru@tive part of
public worthip, can fix your attention for three minutes to-
gether, in two hours time. Alas! my daughters, what
muft this be afcribed to, bat the want of- love to Godmand
an awful difaffection to religion. Good heaven! Are you
not horribly affraid of dying, and going to that world
where there is nothing but religion? What a drudgery,
what a Lell, muft heaven be to the irreligious! If alntle
of it be fo difgufting to the vain and thoughtlefs partof wo-
mankind, how completely miferable muft they be inthat world,
where there is nothing but the perfetion of religion, to all
eternity ? And if you take up your refidence in that world
where there is o religion, you do not expect happirefs
there : that God rendered impoflible, when he created that
world as the proper refidence of pain, mifery and defperati-
on. Youcannever tafte of happinefs, then, until you find it
in religion; that is, in loving, glorsifying and ferving God,
This gives the only heaven upon earth : it is all che furni-
ture you can carry to heaven with you; and all the happi-
nefs you will find, when you arrive there. God Almighty
awaken you to a fenfe and Znowlcdge of thefe things! Wkat an
everlafting lamentation will it be, after filling your ftaticn on
earth with fo much credit, to be fhut out of heaven at laft, for
want of religion. If you would be lovely in God's fight,
apd fafe and happy, whatever fhall befal you, obferve the
reftions given to hufbands; and put them inftantly in
raltice. The ear of Jesus is accuﬁomcd to the cries of
umportunate and weeping women, His glory will ipinc
: orth
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forth upon them at laft, when he fays, O woman, great is
thy faith, vehement thy defires, numecrous thy tears; be it
unto thee even as thou wilt. Then beaven breaks into
foul, andCurist is formed within thee. Now your dark:
is turned into the light of the morning, when the fuw of righ-
" feoufnefs arifeth upon you. Now you anoint his head with
your beft ointment o{ praife and glory ; and wath his feet
with your joyful tears, and prefs them into your very foul.
Now you will be an help meet for your hufband, and travel
algain in birth for your children till Chrift be formed within
them. Turn to one of the prayers in this book, and b
your loving endearments, eniage him to the immediate ufe
of it. He muft rejoice, that he has a wife who encoura
him to religion. He muft not, will not, dare not refufe;
while all the cyes of heaven are upon him; a weeping wife
by his fide, and a houfhold perhaps longing to have a God
among them. Precious fouls! Slep no longer with the
curfe of God on your Kraycrlefs habitation. Gather your
family around you. Read a portion of the facred fcrip-
tures—fing the praifes of God—then fall wour knees, or
reverently. ftand, and pronounce one of thefe prayers with
folemnity and devotion; or ufe any other you may prefer
before them, until you can, to your own comfort, and the
edification of your family, perform this great duty withoat
fuch affitance. And let no company nor bufinefs, divert
you from your courfe. May I now hope, that you have a God
in your houfe, and in your clofet; inyour heart, and in
your life? ‘Then bleffed are you of the Lord. Go on in his
ways; grow in'grace; and as true yoke-fellows, mutual.
Jy encourage each other to leve and to good avorks. You
have now a friend in heaven; a refuge from the florm; &
wery prefent belp in trowble: a God to whom you can look,
an3 on whom you can truft, for all you for time and
cternity. A God who has promifed he will sever leave yo,
wor forfake yom, but awill be your guide ecvem unmto death.
Now you are anxioufly concerned for the glory of God ; the
honour of Jesus; and for the prevalence of religion alf
around you. And now too, what church you fhall join,
will become a matter of ferious confideration with you.
And though I tell you, that, if you are truly pious, you
cannot chufe much amifs, whatever chorch youn join; yet
I with you not too precipitate. Give yourfelves time to read
your Bibles, and to get acquainted with the Articles and
Confeflions of the feveral denominations among us. How
B3 pay
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many ave hurried into a profeffion, on the bare fuppofition,
that every thing muft be right there, where sbey have receiv-
ed fome religious impreffions ; and that there is neither truth
nor picty any where clfe. In the mean time, they are fo
extremely igaorant, that they know not the difference be-
twixt the covenant of works, and the covenant of grace:
the difference betwixt conviction, and repentance; betwixt

ration, and cdhverfion—What faving faith is, and
m it differs from the faith of affurance, They know
not that many have faving faith, thatis not grown up to
affurance; and that many have afflurance, who have not
faving faith atall. And this muft be the cafe with many
uchappy fouls, who are taught to beligve, that their fafety
, rather on the good opinion ithey have of them-
felves, than on the approbation of their maker; and if they
can be brought to an affurance that their fins are pardoned,
it thall be ﬁ:fﬁcieut proof that they really are fo. O my
dear creatures, what dangers await you, on every bandt
How many dangerpus rocks of error threaten you with
thip-wreck, before you are fafe on the rock of ages# How
mapy floods of falfe joy may break upon you, before God,
by his Spiziv, give you joy and pcace in believing # And
how many of the deeps of Satan’s policy muft you pafs
through, before you are fafely lodged in thet hands of
€urisT. Q be not deceived! The great concern is, to be a
true chritian. When you have read for inftru@ion, and
frequently prayed for direction, you will be better qualified
to chyfe a profeflion. And it will be for the promotion of
love and harmony among you, it the whole family go toge-
ther : for difftrent profeffions in the fame houfe, you will
feci and regret, as long as you live together. And now
your houfhold will become a fpecial obje@ of your care
and folicitude ; which brings on the next queftion,
3o Is it well with your children? If you are living with-
out God in the world, what becomes of them ? If worldly
purfuits and converfation be all they fee and hear about
their father’s houfe, they will naturally conclude, that they
were made for no other purpofe but to laugh and play
while they are children; and to make crops and clothes
when they are men and women. If my Plaix Planter has
made dancing a part of his children’s education; the dear
oung creatures-have been taught to believe, that to enter a
ufe gracefully, and to walk a minute with eafe, is of
much greatcl importance, than to learn the doflsines and

duties
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duties of religion and morality : for they well know themw
have been twenty times more pains and expence beftowed om
the one, thaa on the other. From the manner of {pending
the fabbath, in thefe middle and fouthern States, children
are lead 1o belicve, that the command, Remember the fabbath
day, to keep it boly, fignifies, that people are to put on clean
clothes ; the children to play the day out; the Negroes to
walk about idle, or to work for themfelves; aud that their -

rents are obliged to go abroad, or to enteitain their neighs

urs, and to talk on every fubjelt but religion and tgur
duty. When they fee the Bible {o totally neglecied,. they
muft conclude, that the ufe of it is to teach children to
read, and to get difagreealle talks out of ; but to be total-
ly difufed when they grow up.  They fec the duties there
commanded fo generally negicted ; and the vices there for-
bidden fo commonly practifed, that they are fure that book
was made to vex and refrain children ; and they long tq be
grown out of its way, that they maytalk and alt like
other people, without reproof of correction. But I fear
the bulk of our inhabitants dare reitlier reprove nor corre®
their children ; but have forfeited their righ: to both. _Such
the examples you have given them, and fuch the converfation
they lcarn from your own lips, that fhould your unhappy
ruined child ufe the language of fallen angels in your hear-
ing, you are fo failen from your dignity and innoccoce,
that you cannot reprove, correct and wc:j’ over him
Guilt, confcious guilt, fiops your mouth, and arzefls yoas
arm. The miferaglc loft youth, grows up a confirmed re-
probate. All good men will avodd his couverfition. No
pious family can encourage his vifits; but muft be alarmed
to fee him among their children. No good woman can
think of marrying bim, to be the mother of a brosd of wi-
pers, who would hifs againil the heavens, and taint with
their poifonous breath whoever comes near them. His
head 1s fo- empty of fenfe, and his converfation fo barrea,
that if he may not fwcar, he knows not what to fay. He
deems himfelf fuch a har, that his word is not to be taken,
without his oath. Unhappy, mmitaken mortal! It .is a
rule with people of fenfe, never to believe what needs an
oath; for honeft truth will forever fand without it, But
his cafe is not wholly defperate, on the cbrifias plan,
"There may be hopes of him fiill, while he believes the Bi-
ble. lts truths may fome day reach him with mighty pow-
¢r, and make kim a wonderful penitent, and a glorigus cocr;

v
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vert to righteoufnefs. Butalas! The ungodly lives of parents,
hﬁ'v'eb'wglayingin him the Mofg’:!(kﬁtyfmm his in<
fincy ; and they cannot be furpeifed to hear, that, before ke
is twenty-five years of age, he has given up his Bible;and is a
confirmed  Daist. He is now to deny the Lerd that bemght
bim, as long as he kives; and Jesvs CarisT denies him
before his FATHER and his Angels. Lukexii. 8, 9. . O
' ! Let me give you the obfervation of a heathen po-
et. * What reverence is due to a child #* With what awe
frould the eye and prefence of a child frike the heart,
feal the lips, and ficp the band of a wicked parent. 1f
fuch powerful monitors admorifh in vain, remember,- you
are fanfiifying vice, and recommending it to your children’s
prafltice, by your own example. ou are infliting a
wound that never may be habj; and planting a tree wEich
will produce fruit unto death. Your children muft either
defpife you for your wickednefs, or imitate your conduét.
O parents! If you muft be wicked, let it fuffice, that bea-
ven and earth are witnefles ; but ftudioufly conceal it from
your children.® Here, at laft, hypocrify is a virtoe. Re-
tire far from the fight and hearing of your children, before
our tongue infults the heavens ; or yourations fet at de-
alfthc laws of holinefs ; unlefs it be a very blefled

and defirable thing with you, to have them as bad as your-
felves. In vain would men and angels preach to them the
evil of wicked aftions, and profanc language, while they
gre recommended to them, by the praftice :ge their parents.
But let me indulge brighter hopes. It may be betier with
your children than my fears fuggeft. TL, myd] be d:;e
ildren

® Weald it mot be a good expedient, for fuch {crext:, whofe
nnlz‘l:ﬂ are toe firomg for their refolution, baut avbe poffefs
Sfor their childres fome of that reveremce avbich Juvenal recom-
mends, 1o take & child avith them avberever they go; and let
‘the prefence of the child be a conflant check om the wwords and
aBions of the parent, fbould the cye and car of God and man
Jail of their ¢ffe&. Tbe child will naturally confider itfelf as
taken out to learn a proper behaviowr and coxverfation, from the
example of their paremt: and it might bave a bappy fr8
on both, wvbile the defigm awas vemembered. True it is, ;f;
infallible care of wice, i1 divine grace, and to watch, pray
and fight againft st. Still, if parexts awill fin, let it be any
nvbere on carth rather than in the fight or bearing of their
Jamilies,
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children of prayer, hefure they faw the light.  And for eve-
ry year they couni, v u haiclodged a thoufand petitions at
tke throne of grace 1os (a.b of them. Whenever you have
remembered the ceath oi L nrisT, youhave given them all up
by name to the Lo:d, at lus holy table. Y’olu have inftruct-
ed them in the docurines and duties of religion. You have
reproved and warned then, as the cafe required.  You have
ftrengthened all s our precepts, by your own examples.  You
have mourned over tiwir fallen Rate; and felt the pangs of
a labouring woman, tiil they thould be born into the new
world of grace. Perhaps i is ave// with fome of them; and
you #o mire vemember the angnifp, fir jiy that a ckild of.
yours is born =n beir of glery.  “Ihis was to you, as the
day of your own efpnufils to ChrisT; and was a mighty
revival to ysur own foul. O my dear youth! Here is true

pleafure.  Jrsus would be fweeter to you than the honey-

comb, could you but taite im.  Here is {afety : the wings
of divine mercy would be over you, end undermeath the ¢-
werlafiing arms.  Here, in religion, you will find a treafure
paft all computation ; an eternal inberitance. You will fe-
cure a fet of new fricnds, Gud, angels, and good men;
who will own and take carc of ycn, when father and mo-
ther muft forfake you. Let a mother’s tears, 3 father’s
prayers ; the invitations of Jesus, and the calls of God,
prevail with you to bear, axd your ful fall ime; to obey
and be happy. The devil will tell you, there is no pleafuse
in religion. There is none for bim, indeed; for it is the
want of religion that makes him a devil. But if you would
have the tefimony of proper judges, all the good men op
carth; the fpirits of the juft in heaven, and all the angels
of ‘glory, will teitify, that religion furnifhes all their happi-
nefs.  Could religion be fhut out of heaven, all their
E::fs goes with it.  And could the damred in hell fee t

uty, and feel the force of religion; that momeat they
forget their pangs, and the joys of heaven are all their own.
O come, and tafle her plcafant ways. Yued no longer on
the hutks of finful pleafure, when thou mayft feaf ox fut
things, full of marrcw, and aines on the lees avell rofined:
when thou mayit have Jesus, the guide ?‘ thy youth, and
thy portion furever. Thenit ﬂudlic-me { avith skee; and
thou fhalt know what heaven is: heaven muf confift in aa
endlefs and uolimited degree of the Lappinefs yos will then
enjoy. I now alk, ,

4 Lsit nwell with your fervaru? 1 muft flatter myfilaf’

that
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that my country iacreafes ti:; hn:rnr:]nity. 'g;he &cm ;ﬁg
ewn, generally grew up wi urfelves, or have been ra1
with your chiiﬁr%n. \?ou feel{othcn, a kind of brotherly or

tal affettion for them. They have fo often fed from
your hand ; played at your door, and thewn fuch a willing-
nefs to pleafe and oblige you, that you confider them s
your bumble friends, and perhaps the beft you have. The

feverities of former times, are known only b . Un-
reafonable taks; inhuman correflions; xcks, and

flacved bellies, are known no mors; except among a few
ts, who are known over a whole county; and from
whofe brutality the unhappy creatures muft fly ; and feek a -

precarious fuftenance where they can find it.*  But the flaves
of my Plain Planter, arc among the happieft of human be-
ings. Well clothed, and well fed; a warm cabbin, and
comfortable bedding ; with their hearty thriving children,
growing up under their eye. ‘Their daily labour they
fcarcely

® Query, Whether it is friendly to the interefls of wirtue
and bamanity, for owners to be paid by the community, for
Saves that are executed, or die in a flate of outlawry P While
the public are to pay their walue, fome mafters may be tempted
to breed them lefs wirtsonfly ; and rather premote than difconrage
their villanies, awbile ouly others are tv fuffer by them. A
public execution is the avorft that can s and the mafler
Jecures a f-ol rice for a bad fervant. laws of bmm'?
are egually facrificed. Cruel treatment drives the miferable
creaiwre to the avoods. He maft live by plunder, for mo oxe
dares to employ bim. An outlaawry is procured. A bue and
ary follewws. Pooy folitary avrerch ! the avbele avorld are bis
enemirs; and wen and dogs Befet bim rond. Whither Mall
Be flee ? To return to that inbuman, who, from the relation ¢
a smfler, Pould be bis proteSion, is te fuffer forty deaths awith-
. et &ying. For I fball wet ea{{y betirve that the pang of death

» t5 a fovere froke avith a bickory or conv-bide, on the na-

e x fin.  Infead of protefling, be increafes bis
avretchedncfs. He publifbes § . 10 the price of Bis Bead; and
ten dollars, if takem altve. In this laff cafe, biu trial is bur-
vied on. Friendlefs, omd awithout defeuce, be falls a viltim te
public julice, for the crimes abich feverity drove bim to per-
petrate. A goad price, bowever, it fecured, and the public
Py it.  Were it not fo, fome more cate wwonld have been taken,
to inflil wirtrous, if mot religions principles ints thefe poor me-
Sleled crimnres, X
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fcaccely feel, being void of all the diftrefling cares of life ;
fuch as eduicating, and fertling out children ; procufing food
and raiment for a family ; paying taxes, and a thoufand o-
ther cares, that never diitu tiu: folid fleep, nor rack
theic waking thoughts. I wifh the Negroes to be pet im
remembrance,—That their bodily labour is all the com
fation they make, for the whole of their keeping—

can lock round them and fee many white lamilics,
whofe rented land, or barren ficlds will not famith them
with that folid and wholefome food, the want of which has
turned their children’s blood to a mafs of corruption, while
their backs are covered with cotton rags, I wifh them to
know, that they are by no means their friends, who put
freedom into theirheads. This is an event, that all the
wifdom of America feems at prefent unequal to; but which
divine providence will accomplifh in due time: and then,
Low to provide for them, and what to do with them, will
be queftions eafily folvable, though neither you nor I can
sanfwer them at this time.

The avarice of the Briti/5 merchants, fent them, or their
father’s to America. 'This wicked branch of trade, found
rcady encouragement with the planters, while the country
was a boundlefs foreft; and the labour of the flaves was
deemed necefiary to clear and fubdue it. But confcientious
or prudential motives, have pretty generally prevailed a-
mong us, to difcourage the importation of flaves; and the
bulk of our inhabitants confider them as a formidable en-
cumbrance, rather than an alvantage to the country, in the
prefent exhaufted ftate of the foil, and encreafing difficulty
of feafons. Is it really true, what many affert, That the
flaves are the occafion of more guilt to our country, than
any, or all other fources of evil 2 If this be true, what an
awful, and lameatable reflection is it, that we have guilt in
common with all other nations, and an additional, and enor-
mous burden peculiar to ourfefves! I readily acknowledge,
that whoever has had the management of half a doxzen
Negroes, for as many years, has had his patience put
to fevere trial-; perhaps too great for his philofophy and
piety both m:xitct;’.e heir real, or prctcngcd ignorance ;
their obftinacy, and lazinefs ; their codeavours to evade, or
flight their work, under his very eye; the oniverfal prac-
tice of lying, to conceal or leflen their offences; their pro-
voking or petulant anfwers, when reproved, or modentcly
cQ! d; with a countlefs train of other faults and deficz-

£ncics,
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-encias, are doubtlefs made the occafions of .very great guilt
by many. ‘The poor worin rifes into inftant fury. Whate.
ver comes to hand, is ofed as arod. The tongoe, that un-
ruly evil, fpits forthits deadly poifon; and the ptifoners of
the -pit liften with horrid pleafurc, to hear their language fo
properly fpoken on earth. Whatever is dore, is all wronﬁ

jgether.  Nothing can be right, where paifion rules au
diCtates. And thus the vicious part of our country-men,
may ftorm and rage, and aft thz incarnate fury; and then
blaine the Negroes as the caufe of their wickédnefs. But
God, the judge of all, will form a very ditferent eftimate ;
and find the caufe of their vices in their own depraved natures,
and ungoverned paflions. Something might be faid for per-
fons of this unhappy turn, if they could prove two things. 1.,
That every perfon who is offended with his flave, muft of ne-
cefity aét this wicked, weak, and frameful part. And 2. Be-
capfc you are offended with your fiave, that fhall be a fufficient
reafon for breaking the commands of Ged, and all the laws
of decency and humanity, The firft can never be proved ;
becacfe 1 truft, a great majority of mafters act a very dif-
ferent part, and reafon thus: My fervant has oﬂ"cndcff me;
but my mafter is in heaven, whom I offund every day of
my life : Should he now fit in Judgment on my foul, and
his difpleafure wax hot againft me, ﬁow couid I ftand when'
God arifeth, or anfwer 12 him fir ome of a th.uufuxd. What
is the duty and ovedience my fervant owes to me, when
compared with the ftrength of my obligations to God my
owner, and Chnft my maiter # I gave to my fervant nei-
ther breath nor being ; nor can I preferve thefe to him a
fingle moment, when his and my maiter calls him. What
proportion can there be, then, betwixt hLis olence againit ne,
and my fins againit God? My orders are fometuines weak,
pallionate, contradittery or inmpofible; and my expeftati-
ons beyond the ftrength or fiill of iny fervant: but the
commands of my mafter .re all perfectly wife and holy; fit
for him to command, and me to obey; and yet I have rc-
fufed obedience to this univerfal owner, as we!l by negle@-
ing commanded duty, as by wilful and known difobe-
dience. Shall I then fvize my fellow-fervant by the throat,
for his trivial debt to me, when I owe to my mafler, a fum
of fuch magnitude? God forbid! I will therefore pafs it by
with reproot ; or I will ufe gt blows, and Aard arguments,
that we may be able. to pray wgether, Lorgive as aur debis,
@ we forgive enr debtoss, '
The
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~ Thafechnd cafe is Rill lefs capable of proof. Yoer fere
vane: offending you, can never fumifh a reafon, why yow
fhould fly in the face of heaven, and offend God ten times
more than it is g:.iﬁblc for any creature to offend you. Re-
member, God has done you no injury; and'no reafon cam
be given, why he fheuld fuffer infult from your capfice, or
the dclinquency of your fervant. Try this conduét in any
other cafe. _ Your flave has offended ; and you turn round
and firike your facher, or fpit in the face of your governor
—Or you .ruth into the houfe, infult and curfe the court,
and drive them from the bench of juftice, To plead that
ou was offended beyond the power of fleth and blood to
ar, will not preferve you from the refentment of y8ur
country, and the fcatence of its laws. We know, the flefl
@nd blood that finners carry about with them can bear ves
y little.  But what is grace for, if not to fubdue flefh and
Wlood ? If ye live afier the fi-fb, se fhall die; for fiofb and
blood cannat inberit the kingdom of God. If this plea will
not fcreen you from prefent fuffering, can you imagine,
that God is lefs wife to judge, and lefs juft to punith? If
you, with a breeding and education much fuperior to that
of your flave, are yet a worfe fervant to God than he is to
you, what would you have been with his education? Os
what might he have been with yours? Perhaps, then, m
friend, the trath is, that much of your fervant’s wickednefs
and deficiency is to be afcribed to your own negligence of
the duties you owe to God and your houthold. Can you
expet him to be virtuous and dutiful, without inftruction,
and example? Or that he fhould ferve you from principle,
when perhaps neither of you have the fear of God before
your eyes. ‘The praife of good men is, That they avill
teach theiv children, and their buufbild, to ferve the Lord, I
readily grant, that the omiffion of this duty of religious in-
ftrution to the flaves, is a great national evil; and the
fource of numerous others to fociety. Many of them are
as much in a ftate of heathenifm, as they could have been in
the unenlightened regions of Africa.  ‘The language, the
manners, and the ideas of your children, receive fuch a
tin€ture from being bred up with fo many pagans, that
cifcerning people muft feel and lament it through life.

It is a quefticn highly worthy the enquiry ot the Divine,
the Philofopker, and the Legiflator, whether the awful
breach, and general difregard to the Sabbath-day, among all
ranks, jin thefc middle andcfoutl:cm ftazes, is not chiclly

. t
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de be afcribed to the influence of the heathen flaves ovee
the ichabitants in their younger days. And fo deeply
xooted is this nationalevil, that even a profeflion of religion
is found inadequate to remave it : fome profcflars paying
littje more reguard to the inftruétion and behavidur of their
children and fervants, on that holy day, than they did
while copfefledly living withont God ip the world. Who-
ever reads the fourth commandment, the ¢8th of J/ziah,
and many osher parts of facred writ, will fee the finéinefs
enjoyned os the ancient church. And fhould any pretend-
ing to chriflianity infift, that_ we are not bound to k
that facred day with the fame veneration, they mutt firft

¢, that New TeRament faints are not to be as holy as

Jd Teflament belicvers. Invain will any plead the exam-
le of our blefled Saviovs. 1know he is often, by the
gews, charged with, and is in frequent danger of being fton.
€4 for, fabbath-breaking. Eut does our heavenly teacher
plead for gracelefs omiffions, or finful indulgences? Far from
1t: be only infifts that it was lawful to 4o more gcod on that
day than their contrafted views admitted. He is for heal-
ing the fick, relieving the diftreffed, and for fhewing the
fame compaflion to the bodies.of men, that themfelves al.
Jowed to ttc herds of theftall. Let carnal profeflors know,
that JEsus was otherways employed than to fleep away the
hours of that day, and wake to talk on worldiy tﬁings. E-
very true chriftian knows, that the fervice of God, and tte
4 bul{nefs of their own, and their family’s falvation, requires
every hour of that facred day ; and kaves no room for tri-
fling and diffipation. How eafy, and how much in your
wer is the cure of this erying evil, as far as it depends on
uman aftivity ? Would you ftart early from the bed of floth ;
eater your clofet for fecret devotion, and there fpend one
rter of any hour at' leaft in earncft prayer to God for
yourfelf and family ; for church and flate; and particularly
for grace to keep holy that fabbath day; and that God would
profper you in the government and inftru€tion of your fa-
mily, and in your attendance on public ordinances:  Would
you then convene your houthold for the folemn worfhip of
God, and tharge all under your roof, to remember the day,
and keep it holy to the Lord ; ftri@tly forbidding all fecular
Jabour, vainconverfation, play, diflipation, and idle vifits ;
taking care to fec your own orders obeyed, by reading, or
‘having read, the fcriptures, fermons, and other good books :
And then, inftcad of the Negroes corrupting your childm;;
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fet your children be employed in teaching your N
pfalms, hymus, catechifms, prayers, and the art of ngs
whether or not, you make confcience of fending your young
Negroes to fchool, or take a teacher in yourfamily. If itbe
a day of public worfhip, enjoyn the decent attendance of all
your houfhold ; and remember, your cook has as good a
claim to the holy reft of that day, as your other domettics,
and caonot be deprived of it without injuftice and oppref-
fion.* So better a2 cold dinner, than an offended God, an’
angry confcience, and an opprefled fervant.. In the e-
vening convene your whole family ;- briefly repeat to them
what you have been reading or hearing ; exhort them toa’
pratical improvement of the docirines and duties recom-
mended ; know what advances they have made that day, and
how they have fpent it. And then, after the public wors
fhip of God as a family, let each conclude the day with
praying to their Father auho fees in fecret.  Surely, furely,
my dear Planter, this looks more like keeping holy the Sab-
bath-day, than the prefent gracclefs praétice of our country.
If people who are deftitute of religion will intrude their
anwelcome company upon you, fhall it bea queftion, whe-
ther they thall 4ccp the day with you, or you break it with
them ? K fteady perfeverance in the courfe of your duty,
would fpeak at cnce your picty and your courage, and foon
rid your family of fuch peraicious vifitants, I am far from
wifhing the legiflatare to meddle with religion; Cuaist is
king of his church, and has given us his laws in the Bible :
but 1 humbly think they might make Lord's day vifiting
as penal as Lord’s day labour. ~ If the ftroller pleads that he
has bufinefs, ftill he is a Sabbath breaker; for no bufinefs is
to be tranfaéted or f{poken of on that day, tat that of pi-
ety, neceflity and mercy. Sucha law in our country, and
fuch a condut among ferious™people, would oblige fuch
empty crcatures to fleep out the day at home, as the men of
the world do, to whom the Sabbath is a wearinefs. Alas !
my friend, you necd no hindrance from abroad.- To kee
your children in proper bounds, and rcligioufly employed,
will require great fieadinefs and watchfulnefs too. And it
you can fecure the regular attendance of your flaves, on di-
vine worfbip in your family, you are happicr than many of

my
® [fimany extrasrdivary occafion cooks foould be cmployed on the

Lord's day, they ought to bave Moxday, or fome fucceeding day
of the weck to themfelves,
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My acquaintance, who -often find it a very perplexing dif-
ficulty, arifing from their brutal difregard mgloi, of
from their low attachment to fome other profeffion. Many
of them, however, would exceedingly rejoice, if their
smafter had a religions family, and would give their regular
attendance, with pleafure and profit.  Bat no difpofition in
your children or {ervants, will excufe your neglecting the
.- duties you owe to God and to them. - They muft have in-
ftry&ion, whether they hear or forbear ; and God muft be
.worfhipped, -though all the hearts in your family do not con-
cur in 1t. Reading the facred fcriptures ; finging the praif-
¢s of God, and fending up your united prayers to heaven,
may prove a happy mean to win the attention, and gain the
bearts of the mott backward among you at laft. Wai, I
Jay, upow the Lord, and be fhall give thee the defives of thine
beart., And though it tarry Il:ng, yet wadt for it. ‘Though
you foaw iw rears and difappointment, you may yet reap a
joyful harveft : and you and your houthold meet at laft with
Joy unfpeakable before your judge and Saviour ; and you be
able to fay, Here, Lord, 1 am, and the family thou gaveft me.
Anmen.

4 SuoRTINTRODUC.TION 10 the

" YoutrHsCATECHISM.

Earneftly recommend to every liead of a family among us,
to errich themfclves with Dr. Watrs’s three fets olg ca-
techifms, compofed by that “happy genius, before they
Jearn the WWefiminfler Affembly’s, whicliis too dificult for
chiid-heod. But: as fcw among us may be thus provided ;
and as the iaftruttion of chr families admits of no delay,
1 would atrempt fomething of this kind, for the affiftance
of my Plaix Planter ; though 1 do it with a trembling
hand, and great difcouragement, arifing from my own
want of abilities, and the difficulty of the undertaking,
which appears to me in the following particulars ; 1. The
things taught in a catechifm, fhould be truths plainly dedu-
cible from natural or revealed religion. 2. They fhouild be
eneral traths, or fuch as proteftants may commonly agree
in, without perplexing the ycung or weak mind with the
Jefler matters difputed among chriftians. 3. The languas
fhould be plain, and adapted to the underﬁandini:f t

rner.
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Jpppuce. Aod yet, 4. The anfwer fhould he exprefied ip a8
ew words as can be ufed, to convey the fenfe. ' 5. A can
techifm fhould includé as many important fobjells & can be
crowded in. ' But, 8. Prolixity, and too great a 'W)".
suuft be avoided, as burdenfome to the memory, and dift
gufting to the learner :  And this, I apprehend, is the cate-
chift’s principal difficulty. In fiich a boundlefs field, to chufe
the moit importapt queftions for folution ; and yet reftrain
ispen from handling others that plead equal importance.

am requefted by one, to whom I can deny nothing, to
infert Dr. Watts's firft catechifin, as a propet introduftion
to mine ; and which may be taught to children as foon as
they can fpeak plain. |

’

Dr. WATTS's First CATECHISM, for
children from three to feven years of age.

Queftion 1. A N you tell me, child, awho made you ?

\_+ Anfawer, The great God who made heae
ven and earth, h

Q. 2. Wkat does God do for you ?

4. He keeps me from harm by day and by night ; and-
is always doing me good.- '

Q. 3. What mupt you do for this great God that is fa good 1o
you ¥

A. 1 muft learn to know him firft, and then I muft do e-
very thing to pleafe him. '
ik 4 Where doth Gad teach you to know bim, and to pleafe

im ¢

A. In his holy word which is contained in the Bible,

Q. 5. Haveyonu learned to know awho Godis ?

A. God is afpirit ; and though we ¢annot fee him, yet he
fees and knows all things, and can do all things.

Q. 6. Wkat muft you do to pleafe God ?

A. I muft do my duty both towards God, and towards

man,
- 7. What it your duty to God ?

.(}.’ K/Iy duty to God ]ys to fear and honour him; to love
and ferve bim ; to pray to him, and to praife him.

Q. #. Whatis your daty to man P , .

A. My duty to man is to obey my parents ; to fpeak the
truth always, and be honeft and kicd to all.

Q. 9. What god de _)-sucbope Jor by lecking to pleafe Go{;

3 .
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' #; Then ] hallbe a ¢hild of God, and have him fok my

Q. 10. What'if you do not fear Ged, mor love bim, nor feck
Ropleafe bim? ' - “
A. Thén T fhall be a wicked child, and the great God
will be vc%angry with me.
3.' 11. Why are youafraid of God's anger ?
. Becaufe he can kill my body, aniqaakc my foul mi-
Yerable after my body is dead. L >
13, Have you mever done any thing to make God angry
wwith you alread) '

f . ‘
A. Yes, If{iu' I Rave too often finned againft him, and |

deferved his anger.

Q. 13. What do you mean by finning againft God ?

A, To fin againft God, is todo any thing he forbids me,
and not to ;!;bw at he commands me.

« 4. What muft you doto be faved from the anger o
Caq'Q:pbicb your ﬁrujfmie deferved ? froed f ild

4. I muft be forry for my fins; 1 mouft pray to God to

“forgive . me what i paft; and ferve him better for time to
* come.
« 18 Will God forgive you if you pray for it ?

/% es, I hope E{; \fill orgi{;) mg; ? 1 troft in his mer.
cy, for the fake of what J:sus CHrisT has done, and
what he hat fuffered. )

Q. 16. Who is Jrsus CrrisT ?

A. God’s own Son, who came down from heaven to fave
vs from our fins, and from God’s anger.

%‘l?l'e W hat kas Chrifi done tonvard the faving of men ?

A, obeyed the law of God himfelf, and he taught
us to ohey it alfo.

%18. What bas Jesus CHRIST fufferedin order to fave
omen

A. He died for finners who broke the law of God, aad
had deferved to die themfelves. '
Q. 19. Whereis Yefus Chrift noww P
A, I?e is alive again and gone to heaven, to prepare a
. place for all that ferve God, and love his Son Jzsvs.
" Qu20. Canyouof sourfelflomweand ferve God and Clrif?
A. No; 1cannotdo it of myfelf, but God will help me
by hisown Srirtr, if Tafk him for it.
Q. 21. Will Jusvs CHRIST ever come again P
A. Chrift will come again, and call me and all the world
0 account for what we have doae, T Q

'
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. 23, Forawhat purpofe isthis account to be given?
}T}xat the cl\il{ircn of God, as well - :{m the wicked,
may all receive according to their works,,
Q. 23. What willbecome cf you if yam are awicked ®
A. If I am wicked, 1 mui be fént down to everlating
fire in hell, among wicked and miferable creatures. -
Q. z?. Where avill you go if you ave a child of God ? .
A, 1t 1 ama child of God, I fhall be taken up to hea-
ven, and dwéll there with God and Chrift forever, Amen.

A PRAYER foraLittLeCHrrop.

GREAT and Lord of heaven and earth, I
thank thee that thou haft made me a little child with
all my limbs and fenfes, and has been doing me good every
day and night ; and has given mc friends to take care of me,
whenI was a little infant, and ever fince. I pray thee to
blefs me, and to make me know thee, and thy bleffed Son
. Jesus Curist my faviour; that I may ferve thee all my
days, and be happy in thy love and favour. Keep me from
every bad way, and from every wicked word., May I
love thee above all things, and look upon itas my greateit
happinefs to ferve and pleafe thee. May I be kept from e-
very thing that is bad and wicked, that I may not lofe thy
favour, and caufe thee to punith me. Lord give me grace
to honour and obey my parents ; to love my relations ; to
wifh well to every body, and do hurt to noone. May [
Jove my book, and get learning—May I remember my ca-
‘techifm, and every good thing that is told me. May I re-
member the Lord’s day, and not go with wicked children
that break it. May I love the truth and on no account tell
alie. And asl grow bigger mayl ferve thee better, and
at laft die with thy favour and blefling, for Jefus Chrilt’s
fake, Amen,

35
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i Q1o Where do you learn this ?,

{ 32 )
The Youtu's CATECHISM.

ueftion 1. VA N you tell me who made you?
Q’ C Anfaver. The Almigh -{}od who made

"ll (hingo '
Q. 2. What do you mean, when you fpeak of the Alnighty

God?

A. 1 qean that divine Being who is from eternity, and
to eternity ;. and who pofleflesh in the higheft poffible degree
all perfections, both nataral and moral. ,

. 3. What'ds you mean by the natxral perfeflions or attributcs
of God? .

A. I mean thofe perfeftions that are peculiar to the di-
vine natare; the moft diftant likenefs of which he pever
imprefled on any creature; and ‘heace. they arc called the
incommunicable attributes of God.. '

Q. 4. What are they ? ‘

A. They are his Eternity ; his Unchangeablenefs ; his In-
finitenefs, or his being without bound or limit; his Omni--
prefence, or his exifting every where, at the fame time, and
at all times..

Q. 5. Wkat are the moral attributcs of the Deity ?

A. They are fuch perfeftions as compofe his moral cha-
ralter ; fuch as power, wifdom, goodnefs, juftice, truth and
holinefs ; the diftant likenefs of which he has impreffed on
men and angels ; and hence they are called the communica-
bile attributes of God.

Q. 6. Hoaw bas God revealed bimfelf to bis creatures ?

A. By his works of creation, providence, and redempti-
on.

Q. 7. What is the nwerk of Creation ?

A It b the exertion of God’s power, wifdom, and
goodnefs, "in producing the univerfe, with all its crea-
tures.

Q. 8. What is the Providence of God ?

A. Itis the conftant excrtion of God’s power, wifdom,
and goodnefs, in the prefervation of all his works ; and in
the government of his creatures, and all their actions.

Q. ? What do you wnderfiand by redempiion ?
A. Ttis the wonderful exertion of God’s power and grace
toward mankind in CuzisT Jrsvus,.

y. 8 Fro_m
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A. From the facred Scriptures of the Old and New Tef-
. fament. ' '

Q. 11. May not God be fufficiently kmoum to bis creatures,
wwithout an extradrdinary revelation ¥

4. The being,of God, and fome of his perfetions may
be clearly known, and inferred from his work, Rom. 1.
19. 20. But his moral attributes, particularly his juftice,
grace and holinefs, could never have been known to crea-
tures but by a révelation.

. 12. Do nst the facred Scriptures geprefemt Almight
Gc(} as Father, Son, and Hily S/u'r};rf ook e
4. They do. )
. 13« Dics wot this favcur the doflrine of three Gods.

A. The feriptares every where, in the ftrongeft langua
declare, that there is and can be but ome Kternal Goge;
and reafon can demonfirate the fame. "

. 14. How do you get over this diffieulty # A

A. By acknowledging my ignorarce. If God could be
compreliended by creatures, he would be God no longer.
I am myfelf compofed of foul and body, znd thtfe two
make one perfon. But how they unite, or how a perfon can
‘be compofed of two fuch fubftances, Iam perfeéily igno-
rant, .

. 15, Can yox beliwe any thing that you di wet wnder-
Sfland ?

A. Yes, certainly ; or I thould deny the whele creation
of God, from the higheft angels to the fouls of brutes ;
and from the fun in the heavens toa grain of fand: for

I kave not a perfe€ knowledge of any partof it.

Q. 16. What comception have yom of God the FaTnen ?

A. 1 conceive of him as the firlt perfon of the eternal
God-head'; the creator of the univerfe; and as the Futher
of our LORD JESUS CHRIST. -

Q. 17. What do yon believe concerning JEsus Cunisr?

A. I believe him in his divire nature to be the fecond
perfon in the cternal God-head—1 believe him in his human
nature to be the fon of thic eternal 'ather—and in thefe na-
tures united in his perfon, 1 belicve him to be the only re-
deemer and faviour of men.

% 18. What do you belicvs comcerning the HOLY SPI-

t

A. I believe in bim as the third perfon. in the eternal

;- who makes application of the purchafed re-
. - demption
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demption to the fouls of God’s peaple; and begins and -
e o i e the great work of Faneucation &

Q. 19. By afixg the awords Redeemer, Savixr, and
SanBifier, you confider max as in @ liff and ruined coxdition.
Homw came be fo P :

4. By difobedience to his maker, and breaking covenant
with God..

. 20. What covemant was man xnder at bis creation ?

A. He was under a covenant of perfe@t obedience to the
whole will of God. '

% 21, What avas the confequence of bis difobedience, and
rebellion ? :

A. 1. The forfeiture of all the blifs and happinefs he
enjoyed. 2. The invafion of a countlefs train OF evils to

ody and foul.- -

. 22, What do you mean by the forl?

A. The foul is that which thinks, reafons, defircs, hopes,
fears, grieves and rejoiccs, of which the body is incapable.-

Q. 23. What did man JSorfeit on bis difobedience ?

A. He forfeited 1. The image of God. 2. His immor-
tality. 3. The divine and fpiritual Life. 4. Paradife. .
The rree of life. 6. Communion with God. 7. The go-
vernment and fn:bjg&ion of the lower creation. And, 8. lke
reftitude of Kis will and affeiicos.

Q. 24. Wkat are the principal evils that invaded man cn
kis fall ?

A. 1! Blindnefs in the undertanding. 2. Obftinacy and’
rebellion in the will. 3. Diforder in 51: affetions. 4. All
the miferies of life. -¢. Sickne{s, pain and death of the
body. 6. The brute creation, and all the elements armed
againft him. 7. The curfe of God on creacion for his fake.
, bﬁodnd, 8. The domisiaon of fin and the devil over his foul and
i 25. Honw could she fin of exr firf] parents brisng on fuch
confequences, awhew it appears to be orly eating an apple ?

A. The fin of our firft parents, among other aggravati-
ons, contained the following: 1. Difobedience teo-the ex-
prefs.command of God. 2. Breach of covenaat with their
maker. 3. Difregard to the intereRs of their pofterity,
whom 'they reprefented. 4. Difcontent with the flate in
which their creator had placed them. . Pride and ambiti-
onin afpiring after a higher flation. 6. A pold invafion of
God's property. bJ Datbelieving their creator, and credit-
ing the ferpent before him, 8. Graﬁfyinganinferi‘;r a;ui

unlawful’
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wilawhil appetite. And, g. Setting op for indépendence o3
God the fupreme good. 9 . B »

Q. 26. How dogs thir original fin of AaM affe2 bis pof-
tevity ? :

)?): Adam’s fin; 1. Involves allhis Yoﬁ:rity in the goiit
of it. 2. 1t forfelts their primitive holinefs and reQtitude.
3. 1t pollutes and taints their whole nature with fin.

Q. 27. What is guilt ? ' '

‘A. Guilt is of two-fold confideration. 1. The charge
of the law againft the tranfgreflor, which expofes him to

unifhment, whether he is fenfible of it, or not. z. The
nner’s conicience, charging him as a tranfgrefflor of the law.

Q. 28. Hoaw does it appear that all mankind partake in the
guiltof Adam’s firff fin? °

A. The futfcrings and death of children, who have no
other fin, is a ftanding proof of this. God treats them as
guilty creatures, and therefore they are fo. _
, (.L._Izg. Are ust the brutes great fufferers, avhich yet cannmat

e guidty !

§'. '{lxe miferies of the brute creation, ftrongly prove the
fall of man. For when Adam, thelord of the lower creation,
fell, all his fubjects fell with him; and partook of the con-
fequences, agreeable to their nature and ftation. But the
brute creation is fubjeét to vanity, pain and death, Rom.
viii, 20. Therefcre man, their head, is a fallen creature;
for nothing elfe could thus inthral them.

Q. 30. Hiw does it appear that mankind forfeited their
Bolinefs and refitude by the fall of Adam ?

4. They had it once.” God made man upright, and in
his own image, Gen. i. 29. Eccl. vil. 29. But they have
it not now, Rom. iii. 10. 23. Thercfore they loft it in
Aaam ; for the whole race could fuffer this lofs daly by ooe
common head.

Q. 31. How do you prove that by the full of Adam bis avhole
race are polluted and tainted in their awbhole nature ?

A, It has been already proved, that the nature of man
came pure and haly from the hand of his Creator. Buthe
is now defcribed as totally vile and difordered. 1. Inall his
faculties ; the head fick ; the underffanding darkened ; the
will rebellious, and the affections totally difordered. 2. Im
all his members ; the heart faint, deeeitful, and dcfpcntcly
wicked—the feet fwift to mifchief—their belly their god—
the eyes full of adultery, and no fear of God before ther—
the shroat a devouring fepulchre—the Jips uttering dcceit—d-
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: e afp’s. poifon in the tongoe. Bat nothing -could thos,
pollé:i af thie chat;:‘g)ﬁ‘t thc‘:gcz;i inal fauntain. 'l‘l;_crc—
fore the corruptionand depravi buman race is from
the fall o? Adam. depravity ,
- Qq 33 How do the facred feriptures reprofent man ix bis
b v ‘ ‘ :

T4 Jeprefent him, as dead in trefpaflcs and fins—as
a rebe?}gzimh God, and at enmity with hg—&—au imménfely’
in debt, and has nothing to pay—as a child of wrath, and
fon of perditiop—as under the curfe of God’s law, and ex-
pofed to its fentence every moment, fleeping and waking.
Q. 33. {5 there any bope fir man in his loft and ruined

qte !
s A. Yes: God fo lovedthe world, that he gave his only be-
gotten fom to.redeem and fave it. .

Q. 34, How dees fesus CrrisT accomplifh this falvati-
oni

- 4. 1. By ayig}g a complete obedience to the whole
divine law in his lite. 2. By fuffering the penalty and fen-
tence of the law in his death ; that by the united merit of
thefe, belicvers might have a perfe® nfghtcouﬁwfs and com-
plete attonement to plead with God for their juftification,
pardon and acceptance with God. 3. By purchafing grace
and glory for them; and procuring the Hory SririT, to
enlighten, convert and fantify them.

" Q.35 Doall awho bear this falvatlen pariake of its benes

s ?

A. As food and drink cannot norith us, unlefs we eat and
drink ; and as clothes cannot keep us warm, unlefs we put
them on, fo the purchafed falvation can profitno creature
towhom it js not applied.

Q2. 36. What then is neceflary to a perfon’s partaking the pur~
chafed redemption ?

. A. Four things efpecially, viz. Conviltion, faith, repen-~
tance, and holinefs. -

. Qs 37. M bat is convittion ?
. - A, It is that light, in the underftanding, by which a finner
Aicovers his loft and updone condition by nature and prac-
tice, aud owns the juftice of God, if he fhould comgcm
’hi!af_onm’}’bﬂ L " bimfel :

Q. 3R.. What gives aman this view of bimfe[f?
. A a‘heSNxfr of-a&l,by the law{f GoJ.f

- Qu39. Whatir faich?

A liafbthiymat faving grace, which the Hory Spinsy
L, - T produced

.2
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produced in -an humble finner, whereby he is enabled to gpa
prehend the willingnefs and all-fufficiency of Curist to
{ave—to accept of him as his king, praphet, pricf and advo-'
cate, and to venture his whole fafvation upon him. '

Q. 40. What is repentance ? o ,

A. Repentance is a faving grace, produced by the Horv
SeixiT in the foul of an humble finner ; whereby he is enas
bled to apprehend-God’s pardoning mercy in Cnua-rgn-
sus; to mourn over his guilt and vilenefs with godly for-
row ; to receive pardon as a condemned crumnaf' inal ; and ta
go and fin no more. :

Q. 41. What is gefpel kolinefs?

A.” Gofpel holinefs is that heavenly temper, which is pro-
duced by the Spirit of God, in the foul of a believer,
which delights in” the purity of the diviae nature and law ;
which flies from fin its oppofite ; and afpires after complete
conformity to the whole will of God.

Q. 42. Mup not a mighty awork of God pafs on the foul, be=
Jore it can be boly 2

A. Yes.

Q. 43. What is that work called in feripture ?

A. Regeneration—being born again—born of the Seie
»1r—renewed after the 1mage of God—being raifed from
the dead— born of God, &c.

Q. 44 1s not this the fame aith converfion ?

A. By no means. s g .

. 4§. Wherein do they differ ?

/% ‘1‘.5 In regencratiou,} G.Z;i works all, and man does no«
thing ; in converfion, grace works by man. 2. Regenera-
tion conveys power ; converfion exercifes that power. 3
In regeneration there is given a principle to turn ; conver-
fion is our afual turning, as the word fignifies. 4. Re-

neration is the motion of God in the ereature ; converfion
1s the motion of the creature to God. 5. In regeneration,
fpiritual life is given ; cenverfionis a motion and aétion td
a living creature. 6. Regeneration is once done, and ‘can
never be repeated; converfion is renewed whenever a believ-
er turns to God from fin and backfliding. Luke xxii. 32.
B hen thou art converted firenthen thy brethren,

Q. 46. Should any creature live avithout regemeration and
Lonverfion ?

A. Surely no: itis highly dangerous, and our happinefs
is impoflible without it, Easrpt a man be borx again, he

GRy
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b} foe the Kingdom of God: And if we tum not to God,

Q'ti""l be onr'ruin. )

s 47 Shewld wot every creature be wery diligent to sbtain
this work of Ged? 7 G
' re‘:t end.'lhey certainly fhould ufe all means appointed for this

Q; 48. Which aretbey?

A. Reading, hearing, and prayer are the chief.

Q. 49. Are they mot very puilty, avhe negle the means of
prace s and pretend to wait till God meve them ?
 A. They are very guilty. Such are branded as the ne-

leftors of God—As the fluggard on his bed, whom the
‘ant could teach wifdom—As ftanding all the day idle—As
the wicked and flothful fervant—As they who fhould un-
dertake no bufinefs, unlefs they are fure of fuccefs ; nor
fow nor plant unlefs 2 crop is certain.

Q. 50. What is the flate and charaBler of the traly regene.
tate ?

4. They are alive to God—They are accepted in Chrift
Jefus—They are abundantly pardoncd—They are juftified
freely by his grace—They .are the fons of God—The bre-
thren of Chritt ; who dwells in them by his Spirit.  They
are his fervants ; his foldiers. 'They love God—they fly
from fin—they delightin the divine law ; and itis their hap-
pinefs to do the will of God, and to be holy in foul, body,
and fpinit,

Q. 51+ You fay the regenerate delight in the laav of God;
awbere do they learm it ?

4. Itis diftufed through the facred fcriptures ; but brief-
ly fummed up in the ten commandments.

Q. §2. Wrat rule havve you for underfianding thofe command.
ments ?

4. I underftand the leading precept mentioned, to require
every duty, and forbid every fin conneéted with it,

Q. §3. Cive an inflance or tavo }

" 4. 1. The commandment that forbids murder, forbids alf
angry paflions; for ke that is ang avith bis brother, is a
Wurderer : and it ;«t:)ircs the careful prefervation of our
own, and our neighbours health and life. 2. The com-
mand that forbids adultery, makes an unclean look crimi-
nal ; and requires the prefervation of our own, and our
nel bour':e&akity, in thought, word, and action. 3. A-
nother forbids perjury, and all degrees of lying; and re-
"nim truth, coft whatitwill.

Q. 54+ WWhas have regencrate pesfoni fo do with :be/la@,

. f(J'I:
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Jeeing they are in a flate of grace, axd iu the bownd ¢ Chrip?

A. are regenerated, to be holy : batho cons«
fifts in obedience to the divine law. ‘They therefore delight -
in the law of God, as holy, juft and ; it is their meat -

.and drink to obey it; andthey find it fweeter than honey to
the tafte, and more defirable than gold and rubies.

Q. i;. Are there not fome pretendess to religion, whe pro<
Jeft otberways ? .

A. 1 fear there is much Antinomianifm in fome profeflorss

Q. §6. # bat do you mean by that aword?

£. It fignifies oppofition to the law of God.-

Q. §7. How da you refute them ?

4. This dcﬁrué{ivc opinion makes Chrift the minjfere of
/m—It makes no difference betwixt the life of the faint, and
of the finner—It renders to God evil for his It for-
gets that the gofpel eftablifhes the law—That he who liveth’
m fin, is dead in fin ; and be that committeth is of the de-
vil—'That he that is born of God doth not commit fin, for
his feed remaineth in them—That the very ufe and deﬁgx of
gofpel grace is to promote that univerfal holinefs, without
which none Ball jee the Lord, be their preteafions, gifts os
experiences what they will. '

Q. §8. What are the principal ornaments of yousb?

4. 1. Religion or the worfhip of God. 2. Filial piety,
or the duties they owe to parents and relations, rulers and
teachers. 3. Modefty, or an humble opinion of themfelves.
4. Good manners, and a courteous behaviour to all the
world. 5. Learning, or ufeful knowledge.

Q. §9. Whence arife the dangers and ruin of youth?

A. 1. From their own wicked hearts. 2. From the want
of carly inftrudtion, reproof, and corre€tion. 3. From the
fnares of the devil, conflantly ftiring up their corruptions.
4. From the abounding wickednefs of the world, and the
infeQious examples of evil company. ¢. From the want of
religion in their father’s houfe. And, 6. From the confufi-
on, and extravagant cxccfles, which they fee pafs with fome
for a work of God. Or in other words, dangers of
youth arife from the fins of the heart, the fim- of the:
tongue, and the fins of the life.

. 60. What are the fins of the heast ¥

4. They are fuch as unbelief, ftubbornnefs, anger, me~
lice, pride and covetoufnefs,

Qg 61. IFbat are the fins of the tongne ?

4. They are fuch as [wearing by the divine names, of

any
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sny thing elfe ; curfing any on or thing, lying, fpeaka
ing eyil gf any one; iﬁthy ing, and foo 'fh);e!{smg.?e

. 62, What are the fins of the life ?

A. Every aQtion forbidden by the Taw of God. '
MQ_ 63. Where can youth find fafety, amidft fuch general
er?
: . No where butin the favour of God; the proteCion
of Chrift, and the in-dwelling of his Spirit. -
* Q. 64. What are the advantages of carly piety?

A. 1. The carly pious, are early happy. 2. They are love-
ly and honourable in the eyes of (god, angels, and good
men. 3. Much fin is hereby prevented. 4. They may
bring much glory to God, and good to man, through a
long life, 5. The tree of religion planted early, may ftrike
deep its roots, extend its brarches, and bear much of the
fruits of holinefs,

Q. 65. What is the fittefd feafon 15 become relgions ?

A. When in the beft health and vigour; and efpecially in
the days of ‘youth; as all the aged, and all that have been
fick can teftify.

%66. Should not pious youth feek admiffion to the Lord’s
table

A. They fhould be encouraged to attend that holy ord:--
nance, asa great-duty, and as a great privilege.

Q. 67. W ith whar qualificatiors muft they approach that
srdinance ?

A> With a deep fenfe of their loft condition, by nature
and praQtice—with hungering and thirfting defires after
rightcoufnefs—with repentance, faith, and love to God and
man—And with a fixed refolotion to devore themfelves foul
and body-to God, through Chrift, as his faithful fervants as
Iong as they live. .

. 68. Should not youmg perfins be wery camticus to avhim
they marry?

A. They certainly fheuld, as fo much depends upon it for
both worlds.

Ojuﬁ . What rules fhould they obferve, in chasfing avives,
and - /Zmd’:? .

A. 1. Their ages thould agree. 2. They frould ke near
each other in family, breeding. and circumftances. 3. No
“wife perf6n will truft to the eye alone, but will rather be |
guided by reputation. 4. No youth of either fex, who has
a ferious turn of mind, muft match with one that is vici-
ous, ora coatcmner of religion. 5. A-fuitable dcgm-i of
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love on both fides. 6. The confent of the principal parti
concerned. 7. Frequent prayer to God fgru his du?ég‘o:
and blefling.  And, 8. Religion on both fides, that they myy
marry in the Lord.

Q. 70. What are their dutics awhen marvied ?

A. 1. To fet out together in the ways of God. 2. To
ftir cach other up to love and to good works. 3. To bear
with each others tempers, weaknefs, and infirmities. 4, To
be diligent in the bufinefs of life. §. To bring up thejr
family to religion, learning, and induftry. Aod, 6. To
walk before them in every good word and work ; preparin
themfelves and each other for that feparation which dcat§
will make.

Q. 71. What is death ?

A. 'Z‘hough I know not what death ir, yet I know what
it dees: it putsan end to all bodily fenfe and motion, and

feparates the foul from it.

Q. 72 How are thefe difprfed of }

A. Our manner is to bury the body in the earth, and the
foul is immediately in heaven or hell.

. 73. ¥ bat is this heaven ?

A." It is the ftate of happinefs enjoyed by pious fouls bea
twixt death and the refurre@®ion; and Chrift calls it Parg«
dife.

Q. 74 What is bell?

4. ltis that fate of mifery, guilt and defpair, which
the unholy foul {uffers betwixt deaﬁ) and the refurrettion.

Q. 75. Why do you call beaven and bell a Bate, rather
sban a place }

4. 1. Itisnot eafy for us to aflign the place of fpirits.
2. Itis not a particular place, but the flate and temper of
the foul that conftitutes happinefs or mifery. Two men
may be together, and the one a;;Py and the other miferabje.
Guardian angels and devils are often together; yet the one
enjoys heaven, and the other fuffers hell,

Q. 76. What is the refurreQion?

A. The word fignifies the reviving and rifing again of the
{fame body. '

Q. 77. Shall the bodies of all the dead arife?

A Yes ; there foall be u refurreBion bath of the juft, apd
WWpuft. .

’ . 18, When awill this bappen? :

4. When all God’s purpofes are folfilled, and whea al}
the numbes of his cleét are broughtin; then Chrigt lfce%di:
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‘his throne. of judgment; the Arch-angel founds the alarm -
with the rump of God ; powerdivine new-forms the body; .
all the fleeping dead arife; and the foul and body unite,
never more (0 be fc};arated.
Q. What follows the refurrefion?”
A ]lhc judgment of ‘angels, men, and devils?
}_ 8 if’lml do you underfland by the judgment of angels?
' A, Igis the approbation and rewards, which Chrift will
give them on that day, in proportion to the zeal and dih-
gence with which they have ferved him as Mediator in- mi-
niftring to the heirs of falvation.
Q. 31. If Cod knows all things, awkat neceffity is there of
a Fudgment 2
- A. The judgment will be held to manifet the glory of .
God’s juftice and grace, for the full fatisfattion of all his
Creatures.
Q. 82. Will the fouls of brutes make their appearance at ¥e
Ieff dayt
ﬂA. Thé apoftle, Rom. viii. 19-—23, feems plainly to
teach, that, as the brutes were by the fall of man, and
without any fault of their own, fubjeéted to vanity, mife-
" ry, and countlefs fufferings from the appetites and cruelty of
men ; divine providence will, in fome way unknown to us,
compenfate their fufferings, and give them a fhare, agreea-
bl:x;o their natures, in the glortous Liberty of thé fons of
G . -
Q. 83. Then it jeems the bodies of brutes aill have a re-
Jurrelion too?
A. That does not follow, nor have we any authority for
- fuch expe@ation. It is ealy for almighty power either to
preferve their fouls in exiftence,® or to call them into being
again at the general judgment, and to beftow on them what
~ happinefs he pleafes, whether with, or without a body.
Q. 84. What awill be brought into the judgment of men ?
A. Every thing open, and fecret, whether good or evil
Q. 85. How can all creatures be made fuficlently acquaint-

[ 4
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< If the dofirine of tranfmigration could any awbere take place,
@ might, avith & degree of propriety, in the foxls of brutes,
gafing from, and animating the body of ome brute animal ajver

. awotbez, ffor any mumber of ages; aixd thus they aveuld be rea-
dy in exiffence, to partake what bappinefi God may defign for
Sbum, cirker ox the wew qarihy or avbere elfe ke fess fity
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ed with each otber’s charader, noben the time o ; .
called but a day ? - S Judgment i
. Z. 1. No one can tell the lengtlt of that day. - 2. It is
probable that God will fo ftrengthen the memory of all the
judged, that they fhall be able, ‘a8 in-a moment, to recolleét
all they ever thought, faid, or did in the body. 3. God
may fo ftrengthen the apprehenfion of every creature prefent
that they may have a competent knowledge of cvesy cham::
ter; and the tranfactions of the longeft Kie pafs before them
in the twinkling of an eye.

Q. 86, What will bring cn the condemuation of the wick-
od?

A. Their breaking the divine law, and comin
the glory of God. g g fhort of

Q. 87. Will the fins of the righteous be mentionedin judg-
ment ?

A. They will not: They are pardoned ; they are wathed
away ; they are blotted out; buried in the deeps of the fia;
and God has faid, he will remember them no mere. S

Q. 88. Hoaw awill the righteous be juflified, and accepted in
that day ?

4. 1. They are juftified in the fight of God, by the perfect
obedience, and meritorious fufferings of Chrift, in which
they are interefted. 2. They are juﬁ%‘ed in the fight of men
and angels, by theirloving cbedience, altivity, and fuffer-
ings for Chrift, Matt. xii. 37. James ii. 24:. Or in other
words, by-ftanders fee the tree was made good, by the fruit -
it bore.

Q. 89. How are maskind difprjed on that great day?

A. Juft according to their temper and charater. Al that -
are fitted and prepared for heaven, fhall enter there: al o-
thers are veflels of wrath, fitted for deftru@ion, and the
weight of their guilt finks them to perdition. -

. GOv Why does the judge mention only the duties of chari-
2y, when be inuvites bit pmpﬁ to enter the kingdm.

A, Becaufe feme profeflors make devotion, which is but
one half of a religious life, to ftand for the whole of it;
and pretend to worfhi’p God, while they difregard man: or
they feparate charity from devotion.

Q. 91. Are there not others who feed the hungry, and fet
the prifiner at liberty, who awill xot be inwvited in ?

4. Yes: they take up with the other half of a religious
Kf ; and let their chasity, which is often the effect of pt:is

-
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g vain glory, ftand for all the worhip and duty they owe
to their Maker.

Q. 92. Who'then ave invited by the judge, as th: bleffed of
his kather? _ _

A. They are the truly‘regenerate, and hamble belicvers ;
the children of God; the brethren and members of Chritt,
and the fanétified by his Spirit.  They love God, and love
mankind ; and always joined devotion and charity. They
are prepared for the inheritance, and cannot mifs it.. Their
hearts and treafure are in heaven; their perfons fhall be
there. No longer fhall they groan under the body of fin.
They fhali be as humble and holy as they defire. They
fhail behold the king in his beauty. They fhall' be com-
pletely bhappy in the company and emrloyments of that
world.  "Lhey fhall be pillars in the temple of God, and go
no more out: and they fhall advance and grow in know-
ledge, holinefs, and happinels, world without end, Amen.

B ——

AYourtnu's PRAYER.

LORD God, whom to know is life etemal, and
whom 1o feek early, is the glory and happinefs of

man : I would blefs and praife tliee, that .thou haft made
me a reafonable creature, and an heir of immortality. But,
Lord, 1 am of the fallen race of Adam, I am born in fin :
I feel itin my heart, and ftiring in my members. I have
not from my infancy loved thee ; but have preferred child-
ith vanity, and the follies of youth before thee. ‘Ihou
haft given Jefus thy blefled fon for me, who was once an in-
fant in a manger; and in early youth among the learned
teachers of thy law ; who went about doing good, and fet-
ting me an example of all holy living ; but alas! I have
not had gracc to follow him. He has died to purchafe my
foul, and yet I have withheld it from him. Thou haft giv-
en me parents to inftruct and warn me; but I have been ob-
ftinate, and difobedient, and have often grieved their hearts.
T have been often warned from thy holy word, but have re-
fufed to teke warning.  Jefus has often knocked at the door
of my heart; but 1 kave kept it fhot againft him. Thy
Holy Spirit has often moved nie to wifdom and religion;
but {have refiffed his gracious motions. ‘Thou haft com-
manded me to remember the fabbath,. and keepitboly ; bue
1

.
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T'have fadfy and wickedly broke it. Thow haft insited me
every day to worthip and ferve thee, and to try and tafte thy
pleafant ways ; but I am fo depraved, I have foond no
pleafurein them.. And fhould I die in this awful, loft and
ruined ftate, heaven itfelf could not make me happy.- But
now, %taciuus God, I confefs, and bewail my !};’Irly and
madnefs, 1lament my fins, and deplore my danger; and
humbly befeech thee, tor Jefus Chrift’'s fake, to fave me
fram my dangerous ftate, and refcue me out of the hands
of fin and the devil. Lord, take my heart of ftone, and -
melt it down at the fect of Jefus, and turn the flone to -
fleth. Enlighten my underftanding ; bow my will to the o-
bedience of: Chrift ; awaken my confcience ; fet my affec-
tions on things above; work in me the work of faith with

ower, and wholly renew me after thy divine image.
Rdake it good for me to be hroke to Chrift’s yoke in my
youth, %flay I find thy ways pleafantneft, and thy paths
peace.  Reftrain the gowcr and malice of Satan—Reitrain
all youthful lufts and corruptions ; arm me againft them,
and blefs me with the victory. 1 defire to devote myfelt
foul and body to be thy faithtul fervant forever.,. May thy
grace be fufficient. for me; and thy ftrength manifefted jn
my weaknefs. Blefs my parents; give them comfort of ail
their children. May I ever with gratitude reinember my ob-
ligations to their care and tendernefs. Increafe my concern
for the profperity of religion, and for the true happinefs of
my youthfu} arquaintance. And, blefled Lord, preparc me
for, and bring me to thy holy table ; where 1 may, ina

ublic and folemn manner, bind myfelf to thee in an ever-

fting covenant that fhall not be forgotten. And if in thy
kind providence I am permitted to marry, gravioufly dircét
my choice to one that fears God, and who fhall prove an
help meet for me, and make me a blelﬁnf to her. Let my
country live before thee, may its councils, its givernment,
its peace and profperity be under the dirc€tion and manage-
ment of thy wifdom and power; and may it flourifh in re-

ligion, virtue, juftice ord charity, while fun and moonen-

dure. 1afk thefe and all needed mcrcies in the name, and
through the mediation of the Lord Jefus Chrift; to whom,
with the Father and Holy Spitit, onc God, be all worthip, .
and praife, and glory, for cver and cver, Amcn.

The
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“Fhe Neoxoxs CATECHISM.

veftion 1. O you ko avho made the thro;:.’
Q'b D jwﬁ.wr.; The fame Geod that made
all things.-

Q. 2. Doyon thixk awbhite folks and negroes all come from one
fatber ? - ’
ﬂd. Yes : The book fays, God hath made of one blood
21l nations of men, on all the face of the earth. A&s xvii.
26. And I fhould think they were fo myfelf.

3‘ a What makes you think fo ?
. fe, except the black fkin, and the curled head,
" their bodies, I believe, are juft alike, within arnd without.

Q. 4. Have you any other reafin to befiewe they are from
one futher and mother P

A. Yes: they are more alike in their fouls, thanin their
bOdiCSO

Q. §. How do yox know you bawe a foul P

A ufe I can think and underftand-—I can be glad
snd be forry—I can wifth for what I like, and be afraid of
-what will l'1‘;urt me; and I feel pleafure and pain:—but the
body can do none of thefe;. for without the foul it is a dead
carcafe,

Q. 6. Why do you think the fouls of whites and blacks are
related P 3

4.  Becaufe we all feem to think alike. We all love and
hate the fame things; and what gives pain or pleafure to the
one, does to the other.

Q. ‘z Do they fheaw their velatiom any other avay ?

4. Yes: they fcem to have hearts alike, and all bad to-
gether.  The fame fins that the one loves, the other loves
t00. 'The one talks and lives as wickedly as the other. It
is as hard for one toturn to God, as for the other: and
when they get God’s grace, it works the fame way upon

Q. 8. By this you belicve that all are finners: did God
make them fo ?

4. No furely : God made all things good ; and nothing
bad can come from him.

2 9o Hoav came all men 1o be bad then ?

A. God gave our father and mother a thoofand bleflings ;
but ftrongly forbid them to eat or touch the fruit of one par-
ticular tree; for if they did, it would poifon their uéhole

ody
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body and foul, and bring difeafes and death on the one; and
blindaefs and fin, g and a curle on the other, and on all
his children, and cvery taing about him.

Q. 10. And did they difobey and eat afrer all 2

A. They did. '

Q. 11. ngztdfblloml this great crime ?

A. All that God had told them. They were direitly
ﬁrirpcd of all their beauty, and glory, and bolinefs ; and finy
.ard death, and the devil took of them.

a’% 12. Did God leave Adap and bis children in thesr ruin-
ed flate P

A. God of his great mercy promifed to fallen man §.Sa-
viour, who fhould overcome '.gw enemy, and reftore their
fallen nature.

Q. 13. Hhois the Saviour of fallew mas ?

4. Jefus Chritt.

Q. 14. Whois Fefus Chrifi?

A. Heis trye God in one nature; real man in.another:
produced by the power of the eternal Father, and bom
of a virgin.

Q' 15 Did Chrij} csme as fion as nanfc”:‘

A, No: he gave the world great notice of his coming;
for he did not really come in the flefh till 4ooo years ater
Adam's fall.

Q. 16. Why muft Fefis Chrif} be God ?

A. That he might be able to go through his undertaking,
and give fufficient worth to what he did and futfered,

Q. 17 Why muft Fefus Chrift be man ?

A. 'That he might be capable of futfering, which he could
pot be as God; and that he might be the fecond ddam, to
fulfit all rightcoulnefs. :

Q. 18. Why maft be be God and man ix oxe perfon ?

A. That he might bring God and man to a friendly a«
greement. Vihar did Fofus Chrit do for us?

v . 19. What did Fefus Chriff do for a2

4% l‘gz paid a perfect obedience to the whole law of God;
and he fet us an example of all holy livi:f. -

Q. 20. What did Chrift fuffer for the falwation of man?

A He fuTered the miferies of life; the oppofition of
men and devils ; the pains of death in his body, and the
pains of hell in his foul. .

Q. 21. How are we to be any betier for wbat Chrift did

d fuffcred ?
and fuffcred ? 4 We
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. A. We muf repent of fin ; belicve in Chrift ; be born-a-
gain, and turn to God. '
T Qg 22. Are negroes allowed 1o f;)f Sfor Bbe zopel falvation ?

A. 1 thank God they are. Jefus tells his difciples, Go

ye into all the world, and preach the .gofpel 20 every crea-
Q. 23. You fay aue mafl repent ; awbhat it repentance ?

A. 1t 15 being grieved and athamed for our paft fins ; turning
from them, and finning no more.

Q. 24. What is believing in Chrifp ?

* A. It is really believing him to be thefon of ‘God, and
Saviour of mep. Itis coming to him, and trufting in him
for the favour cf God, and for complete falvation.

Q. 25. What isbeing birnagain ?

4. It is that great work of God, by which a humbled
finner is made a child of God, and is renewed after hus ho-
ly image.

Q. 26. What do you mean by turning to Gsd ?

A. This is called converfion, and is a turning away from

.all known fin, and tuming to the ways of God and holinefs.

(% 29. What foould a poor negrie do to get a fhare in the
gpel falvation?

A. They fhould learn to know God, and Chrift ; and
“their own dangerous and Joft condition.

Q. 28. at muft they do when they fee their danger ?

A. 'They muft cry day and night to God . or mercy.

Q. 29. Wil not temptations be wery bufy, awhen a negroe
thinks of being religions 2

A. Yes: the Devil will teH them it is too foon, or too
Jate. Their own wicked heart will firive againft them.
Their old fins will feek to hold them faft ; and their wicked
acquaintance will be a great weight upon them.

Q. 30. How muft shey do, if they wonld be fafe and right ?

A. They muft hear Chriit their friend, and look on all
that would hinder them as their worft enemies. They
muft cry, day and night, God be merciful to me a finner.
‘They muft break through all that is in their way, and never
ftop, till the door is opened for them, and they find Chritt
.3:3 the great falvation.

Q. 31. Hoaw awill it be avith them then ?

- A, Then it will be well with them. God is their
Father and portion ; Chrift their friend and Saviour, who
@wells in them by his Holy Spirit, They are pardoned and

Juftificd
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jnﬁiﬁed by his merit and rightcoufnefs, and fhall nevet conf®
into condemnation.

Q. 32. Well, mow they are chriffians, and faft, they may fin
avithout fear, may they not ?

A. God never made them chrifiians to fet them a finning3
they could do that faft enough before.

Q. 33. What ds you think of thofe that fay, wew they are
converted, fin canmot burt them ?

A. If they mean that grace keeps them from fin I think
very well of them; butif they mean that their fins would
not be as bad as other people’s, I think them very wroag,
and no chriftians at all. For the grace that bringeth falvas
tion teaches all who have it, to fcny all ungodlinefs, and
worldly luft ; and to live foberly, righteoufly, and godly in
the world.

2. 34. But they fay fin is no fin in them, for it will not be
imputed to them, but to Chrift : avbar wenld you fay te fack
profeffors ?

A. 1 did not think there were any fuch people in the
world. But I am fure they make Chrift the minifler of fimp
and would continue in fin, that grace may abound. God fore
bid, we fhould be evil, bccau({ he is good. Grace makes
us good trees, and our fruit is to thew it. It was worfe for
David and Peter to do what they did, than for any two-
men then in the world ; and fo they thought by their bitter
repentance. He that committeth finis of the Devil, if be
had an hundred converfions.

Q. 35- Do you fpeak from experiemce P

A. Thope I do. Since I had reafon to hope, that God
had mercy on my foul, 1 know not how to pleafe and ferve
him enough ; but oftenafk, what fhalll render to God, for
all his goodnef{s to me. When my mafter treats me well,
it brings a hell to my confcience if 1 offend him, or nce
gle@ his bufinefs ; and chriftians feel thus towards God.

Q. 36. Hoaw then de you think chrifiians fhould behave ?

A. Fhey fhould walk as Chrit walked. They fhould
be in the fear of the Lord all the day long. 'They fhould
thew the world the difference betwixt the fons of God, and
the children of the wicked one ; and that they whom Cheift
has made free, will not be the fervants of fin. '

Q. 37. When negroes become religions, bow muft they bee
bave to their mafiers ?

A. The fcriprures in many places command them, to be
honeft, diligent sad faithful in all things, and pot 10 give

E faucy
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4eucy anfwers; and even when they are whipt for doing well,
to take it patiently, and look to God for thl:ir ncwardg

- %8. Do not maflers orwe their faves great duties too ?

A.” Yes: mafters thould teach their flaves the do&trines and .
duties .of religion—call them daily to the worthip of God
With them—fet them all good examples—provide them
withevery thing neceffary ; require nothing but what s rea-
fonable ; and keep them from being abufed by other people.,

- Qe 39, Which do you think the Eappi.jl perfn, the mafier,
or the flacue ?

, 4. Wheg I rife on a cald morning to make a fire, and my
mafter in bed ; or when I labour in the fun, on a hot day,
:}nd my mafter in the fhade ; then I think him bappier than

am.

Q. 40. Do you ever think you are bappicr than he ?

A. Yes: when I come in from my work ; eat my hearty
ﬁppcr, worthip my maker; lic down without care on my
mind ; fleep found ; get up in the morning ftrong and frefh ;
apd hear that my matter could not ﬁec{), (gar thinking on his
debts, and his taxes ; and bow he fhall provide vi€tuals and
cJothes for his family, or what he fhall do for them when
they are fick—then I blefs God that Le has Ylaced mne in my
humble fatioo; I pity my mafter, and feel myfelf happier
than he is.

Q. 41+ Then it feems every body is beft, jufft where God bas
placed thew ?

A. Yes: The Scriptures fay, if I am called, being a
flave, Iam not to care for it; for every true chriftian, is
Ghrift’s free man, whether he be bond or free ip this
world.

- Q. 42. Hew can you be [,fr” and bound both ?

A. 1t Jefus Chrift has broke the chain of fin, and freed
me fram the curfe of the law, and the flavery of the devil,
T am free indeed, although my body and fervices may be at
the command of another.

- Qo 43- Do Negroes ove their children no duties #

A, Yes: they muft teach their children the dottfines of
religion, and all the dutics they owe to (}od affd man,
They muft fet them good cxaruples in all things; and cor-
ret them when they tranfgrefs.

Q. 44. What 4o you do awhen you fall into any fin ?

A. I lament, I mourn, I confefs my fin; I lie at Chrift’s
feet for pardon ; I turn me from my cvil ways ; and sefolve
t¢ fin no more.

v B Q,4‘5‘
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. 45. Will not maflers and fervants mect another day ¥ =

37 Yf:s: we fhall all appea;'/ before the judgmcnf?éat’ of
Chrift, and give an account of all eur condull. _

Q. 46. How dare any body appcar there, when all are fix-
ners, and come fhort of axr duty ? , ’

A. Every body muft appear there, whether they will or
not. And though all have finned, and deferve condemnati-
on, yet fome will tand there with joy and {afety.

- 47. Hoaw can that be ? _ ,

4. Thofe that were God’s people, and Chrift’s fervants ify
this world, he will own' as his, and acknowledge them be-
fore all prefent. '

Q. 48. Isthere the fame beaven and hell for avhite and
Uark ?

A. Yes: there will be no differcnce there, but what more
holinefs or more fin makes.

Q? 49. What will become of thofe that live and die in their
Sinful flate 2

4. If they were in heaven, they could not love God ;-
therefore they fink to hell with the weight of their fins, and
the curfe of the Judge; for they are fit fot rothing elfe.

bQ 50, How are regemerate and holy perfons difpofed of
then # .

A. If they -were in hell, they would love God; and
thercfore the Judge invites them to the joys of their Lord,
They are fit for heaven, and nothing elfe, and they enter
through the pearly gates, and ferve their God and Saviour
through all eternity. Amen.

- hans®

PRAYER for a Negror.

THOU great God, the Maker and Lord of all
creatures, 1, a poor finner, black in body, and fill
blacker with fin, would humbly try to worthip thee. and
lorify thy name, that [ am allowed to pray to thee, and to
gopc for thy mercy, through the Lord Jefus Chrift. Blefled
be God that I ever heard of that glorious faviour, who in«
vites all finners to come unto him, that they may find reft to
their fouls. lord I am a finner. I was born a finner. Ma-
nv days and nights have I finned againft thee, and heaped
win and deftruétion on my owa head. I am fo wicked thﬁ;

”
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€ have not loved God; and fuch a fool as to deftroy myfelf
with fin. Iam allover a finner. I feel it in every part of
‘me, and if thou bring me to trial, my mouth is ftopped,
and I am gone forever. But, O God of mercies, I throw
myfelf in the dut before thee, ' I abhor and condemn my-
{clf, and heartily hate all my wicked ways : Turn me, O
Lord God, turn me from them ; and let them no longer,
rule over me.  And O take this wicked, foolifh hard heart,
and break, and melt and make it a new heart. Lord take
me into thy powerful hand, and make me every thing that
thou wouldft have me be. Give me Jefus Chnift, and mercy
and pardon through his blood ; and put thy Holy Spint
within me, that I may go and fin no more. rd give me
grace to love thee, and thy dear Son, and thy blefled ways,
and thy holy Jaw, and to love all that love God ; and make
the land of my flavery, the place of my true freedom.
Lord pity poor Negroes, that are living without God in the
world, anmm and convert them to thee. Elefs my ma-
fter, and all that are his. Make me a faithful fervant; and
teach me to remember, that what good thing foever any
mandoth; the fame fball ke receive of the Lard, whedwr
he be bound or free.  And God grant that I may fee religi-
on and goodnefs every where growing, and may have a heart
#o rejoice in it. Geod Lord, keep me watching, and praying
agaioft every fin. May I daily grow in grace, am'r in the
knowledge of my blefled Saviour ; and may I be willing to
fuffer any thing, rather than to gricve and offend him.
Lord fit me to die, and prepare me for that better world,
where all thy fervants meet, and can be as holy as their fouls
defire. May I finith my courfe with joy, and at laft enter
in throu tic gates into the city, and love thee, and ferve
thee, and worthip and glorify thee, Father, Son, and Ho-
ly Spirit, one God, through all eternity. Amen.

FAMILY PRAYER, fora Week-doy Msruing.

L O R D God of the {pirits of all fleth; whofe cre.
ating power hath brought us into being, and whofe
gracious providence hath continually preferved us. We
thankfully - acknowledge thy good hand, and the protetion
of thy almighty wings over us the laft night ; and that we
laid ys down, fept fecurcly, and nfe refrethed. Glgiry.to
vine
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divine mercy and patience, that we lift not uwp our eyes &’
torment, but are receiving freth bleflings from thy hanze:vo-
ry moment. And glory to God, that we are permitted
the honour and happinefs of wotﬂximg thee ; and chat
through- thy ever blefled fon Jefus Chrifi, thou haft opened
away to thy throne, for the finners of our race ; and an in-
tercourfe betwixt heaven and our fallen world. We confefs
with grief and thame, that we have not made a wife and pro-
per chr:)f this glorious advantage ; but have awfully negle@-
cd divine worthip, and the great falvation ; and hence we
are fo deftitute ofp knowledge, grace and holinefs, and our
leannefs teftifies againft us. Thou haft npourifhed and
brought us up 23 children, and yet we have rebelled sagainft
thee. Thou hait been doins us good, all our days; and
we have rendered thee evil for thy good. Thou haft beftow~
ed numberlefs bleflings on us; but they have only enabled
us to fin the more againft thee. Thou haft afli®ed us ; but
we have refufed to receive chaftifement.  Thou haft, by thy
holy word, and our own confciences, often called us ro re-
pent, and turn to thee ; but we have ftopped our ears, :nd
hardened our hearts againft thee. ‘I'hy blefled fpirit has
been ftriving with us all our days; but we have grieved,
offended amf refifted him. Jefus has knocked at the door of
our hearts for entrance, but we have fhut them faft againft
him. We have not only caft off thy fear, and lived with-
out God, in the world ; bat we have followed the devices and
defires of our own wicked hearts, and the prafice of finners
around ms. Our precious time has run to wafte; and our
fouls affairs lie in ruins : and if thou, O Lord, enter in-
to judgment, we fink beneath thy fentence. Bat mercy we
plead ; God be merciful to us finuers ! and give us true re-
tance for our fins, and grace to turn from them with ab-
orrence ; and hearts and fkill to efcape to Jefus Chrift, that
we may find pardon through his blood, and acceptance with
thee through his merits and mediation. We have nothing
Lord to offer thee, but guilty fouls and bodies ; and nothing
to plead before thee, but ovr own great miferv, and thy
great mercv.  Shouldft thou condemn us for ever, our con-
fciences teftify that thou art juft when thou judgeft, We
are of ourfelves loft, 2nd by ourfelves undone. But glory
to God, in the highet, }Jefus came to fave that which was
lof. O! mav ke come after us on the mountains of guilt
ard danger. May he call us, and caufe us to hear his voice
and follow him ; may he gather ug with bhis arm ; bring w
R 5 inte
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Anto-bis paftuces ; fecd us among his theep and lambs ; and =
us, by his faving power, t‘rorn the wolves of hell, that
in wait to feduce and devour us! Here, Lord, we are,
helplefe, condemned, and in our blood before thee. O juf-
tify us freely, and wath and make us clean. May the pow-
erand of Chrift fubdue and win us to thee. May the
Eternal Spirit exert his faving power, and apply to us the
puschafed redemption. May he convince us okp ﬁyn, of righ-
teoufnefs, and of judgment. May he take the falvation Chrift
Jath wrought, and clearly, and favingly manifeft it to us,
4hat we may know, by our own happy experience, that the
iGofpel is the power of God unto falvation. May he there-
by calighten our underftandings, rencw our wills, convert
-our fouﬁ, and plant in us the Jove of God, and a principle
of holinefs, and thus make it our meat and drink to do thy
will, and our happinefs and glory to pleafe and ferve thee.
May we goin and out under an awful, and delightful fenfe of
thy prefence ; and be in the fear of the Lord all the day
Jong. We humbly plead thy power and providence to keep
mlgrom every evil to foul and mdy: aruf may we with fkill
and courage fo ufe the armour of God, that neither fin nor
fatan may get any advantage againft us. Blefs and profper
ghe labour of our hands, as farasitis for thy glory; and
give us grace to receive thy bleflings with gratitude,
and to bear difappointments and afllictions with patience and
homble refignation. May we in all our ways acknowledge
shee, and commit our ourfelves, and all our fleps through
life, to thy grace and providence. May we love the whole
buman race, efpecially the houthold of faith; and in all
our dealings with mankind, confider their advantages as
snuch as our own. May we blefs them that curfe us, and
pray for them that defpitefully ufe us. The Lord blefs
ghe lands we live in. We gratefully praife thee, for the
great things thou haft wrought for our Country. May di-
vine wifdom prefide over, and diret the councils of Ameri-
ca; and may all who rule over us, have the fear of God,
and the public good before them.. Here may Jefus reign;
and make religion and virtue to abound, while fun and moon
endureth. Accept our thanks for all thy mercies, and for
. thy wonderful works to the children of men. Be thou
our guide through life ; our fapport in death, and our por-
tion and happinefs through eternity, of thinc infinite mercy
- and in Jefus Chrift the redeemer, and advocate, in
wrhole woda e {om up our petitions, aad fay, Qur father
. wae
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who art in beaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be donc on Earth, as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us trom evil : For thine is the kingdom, the
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. .

Family PRAYER fora Week-day Evening.

T HO U who heareft prayer, to thee fhall all feth
(i ) come. 'The creatures of thy power, and the objetts
of thy conitant care are before thee. Through the good
hand of God vpon us, we are brought to the evening of
this day ; and are permitted to worfhip the Lord of heaven
and earth, through the mediation of our Lord Jefus Chritt.
Blefled be God for fo divine a privilege. May thy Holy
Spirit quicken and animate our {ouls in devotion ; and may we
have accefs to the holieft of all by the blood of Jefus. We a-
dore thee as the creator, benefaétor, law-giver, and final judge
of all creatures. We adore thee, as 2 God of infinite pow-
er, wifdom, goodnefs, holinefs, truth and julice. We
worthip thee, as the univerfal Lord ; the Father of men and
angels, and the giver of every good and perfe&t gift; the
God who haft fed us all our lives loag ; and haft never for-
got to do us goud.—But alas! Lord, we have wickedly for-
ot thee, and rendered thee evil for thy good. We have fed
Eom thy bountifel hand, and impicufly lifted up our heel
againft thee, We are thine by creation; but we have rob.
bed thee of thy progcrty. We are thine by redemption and
purchafe ; but we have refufed to have Chriit to reisn over
us. We were carly devoted, foui and body to thee in bs
tifm, and had thy moft holy name called upon us; but we
have fuffered other lords and lovers to have dominion over
us, and forgot God, the guide of our youth, We have
gone with the multitude in the broad road that leadeth to
deftruction; and it is owing 1o thy wonderful patience that we
are not there long ago. Graat, O God of mercies, that
we may not be fpared in vain. Dbow teach us to number
our days ; the days paft with grief and thame; and the days
to come with a wife improvement, O that almighty power
a0d grace, may work wondess of mercy and falvation for
e
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ur. Create in uf a clean heart, and rencw within ugra right
fpirit. Make us new creatures, that we may lead new lives:
make us good trees to bear #ood fruit; and make vs good
round to receive the good feed ; whofe fruit'fhal be %mto
go]incfs, and theend everlafting life. "May we be born a-
gain in the image of thy dear Son, and grow by-the fincere
milk of the word. Now, Lord, give us grace to watch
and pray—to keep Jefus in our eye, as the captain of our
Saivation; and in his ftrength, may we do valiantly againt
- all the powers of the enemy, and efpecially againft the fins
that moft eafily befet us; and may his grace be always fbf-
ficient for us, and his ftrength perfeCted in our weaknefs.
Set us faft on fefus the rock of ages, and let nothing be a-
ble to drive us thence. May we be in Chrift’s powerful
hand, and nothing be able to pluck us thence, And, O gra-
cious Ged, by true repentence, and the work of faith with
power, prepare us for the joys of religion; and to have thy
Spirit fpeak to us the peace of God that paffeth all under-
flanding. And as thou increafeft our comforts, may we
row in humility, and in a ftudions imitation of the lovely
fefus. May we daily grow in grace, and thrive in relizion,
as the cedars of Lebanon. Strengthen us with all might in
the inner man, that we may be enabled to refift temptations;
and fupported under all thofe troubles and aflifons which
thy holy providence may exercife us with. Suffer us not to
Aink under our trials ; but may we be fupported by thy grace;
sefigned to thy blefled will, and come through afficions, as
gold purified in the fire; and be able to fay, wit gratitude, it is
for us that we were affifted. Give vs fympathizin
earts with all that are in trouble. May we weep wit
thofc that weep, and rejoice with them that rejoice.  May
eur hearts and hands be opened tcfupply the wants of our
needy brethren, and may we efteem it our konour and hap-
pinefs to be called to his fervice, and perform it from love
to God and man. Blefs our abfent friends; have them in
thy holy keeping, from every evil to body and foul. Blefs
our country : rule over it by thy wifdom; and excite our gra-
titude for the great things thou haft done forit. Blefs and
reward our Benefa@ors; and forgive our enemfes, if we
have any fuch. May our Children carly and favingly know
thee ; and our Servants bethy Servants faithful unto Death,
Blefs thy gofpel Churches. Inftru@ the Infiru®ors of man-
~ kind. .May all who profefs the Religion of fefus, love
cach other as beobmcuze gofpel ; and ey we rejoice in the
». profperity
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profperity of Religion, whatever infirumen®s thou ufeft to
-promote it.  Forgive our fins, fhort-comings, and unprofit-
ablenefs this day; and may we lic down Sprinkled afrefh
with the pardoning blood of Jefar Chriff. Prepare us fos
the Skeep of .death, and 1o open our eyes in a blefled Eterni-
ty. May the good fhepherd meet with us in the valley aad
fhadow of death ; may his rod drive off our enemies, and his
ftaff fupport our feeble feps ; and may wc have an abundeat
" entrance iato thy heavenly Kingdom, through thy bouad.
lefs mercy m the Lord Jefus Chrit ; who, with thee Father
and Holy Spirit, liveth and reigneth ane God, would withous
-end.  Amen,

Family PRAYER for Lord’s-day Morning.

THOU infinite Gad, who caufeft the namral fun to
arife, and extend Wis beams through creation, we

biefs and adore thes for thic light of this fgzcted dsy ; and
humbly befeech thee, that the Sun of righteauinefs may s-
rife upon us, with healing in his wings : and that the trwe
light of gofpel grace, may thine iote our heatts this day.
t adore thee as the creator of the univerfe, the Father of
men and angels, and the Lord of ten thoufand worlds. We
adore thee for a yet more glorious and eminent difplay of
thy perfections, in the redemption of our loft race, by the
fucammation, life, death, and refurre®ion of thy evcr-biﬂ'cd
fon, our Saviour Jefus Chrit, While all thy works praifc
thee, and fun, moon, and ftars proclaim thine cteraal power
and God-head, the gofpel falvation proclaims thee, The
Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious. Blefs the
Lord, O our fouls, and all that is witinn us, praife hias holy
name. Let angels catch the found, and all the barps in glo-
ry be tuned in praife to him, who hath {o ditinguithed our
fallen race. And as thou, O Lord, haft given us to fee ene
day more of the Son of man on earth, O give us grace to
improve its facred hours, 10 thy glory and the health of our
fouls. May it be in.our eyes the holy of the Lord and ho-
norable. May we grow in grace, thrive in kuowledge, and
flourifh in rehigion. O God, our judge; we acknowledge
with grief and fhame, our awful breach of many a former
fabbath; when we and oum, iuflead of keeping holy dthc
ay
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-.day to thee, have wafted its precious hours in finning againdt
thee, and hea 'ng guilt amr ruin on our fouls and bodies.
‘Gracious LorcEI give us ntance, and pardon, through the
‘blood of Jefus for this and all other fins, and grace now to
remember the fabbath-day, and keep it holy. God grant
#t'may be aday of good things to us, whercon we fhall

- keep our hearts with diligence, our mouths as with a bit

- and bridle, and our whole condut as becomes the gofpel.

- Lord, make this a good day in all thy churches. Meet

* with the affemblies of thy people. Go forth with a preached

-.gofpel,. and make it the power of God to the falvation of
many. May the glorious king of his church, ride forth in
majefty, in the caufe of truth, and meeknefs, and righte-
oufnefs, and fubdue the nations to himfelf. Come, Lord,
and make a congeft of us: tread down fin and fatan under
thy vi€loricus feet, and give us the vi€tory over them. We
defire to yield ourfelves unto thee, fou! and body, as inftru-
ments of righteoufnefs. We humbly bow to thy fceptre of
.Fracc, and with all our hearts and fouls, acceﬁt the offered

alvation, We adore thy riches of mercy, that provided

" fuch a falvation; and the grace that made us willing to re-
ecive it. May Chrift and we be one: He the head, and we
- the members—He the vine, and we the branches— He the

eneral, and we his faithful and valiant f{dldicrs, refifting
fin, even unto'blood. May we behold the glory of the only

- begoteen of the Father, full of grace and truth; and of lis
fullnefs may we. reccive. May we fo wait upon God this
day, in the public, private, and fecret exercifes of religion,
~fo that our fouls may be nourifhed, fed and fremgthened to
every good word and work. Lord give us wifdlom and
faithfulnefs to rule and inftruét our houthold, and to bring
them up in thy fear. Take them into thy powerful hand, °
and be the guide of their youth, and the portion of their
riper years. We wifh to travel in bigth with them, till
Chrift be formed within them ; and till they tafte the plea-
fures of religion, and are fafe in the Redeemcr’s hand.
-May the time be haflened, when all the kingdoms of the
world fhall become the kingdoms of our Lord Jefus Chrift;
when Jews and Gentiles fhall bew to his fceptre, and al} do-
minions fhall ferve and obey him. May ke fet up his glori-
ous thronc in thefe American ftates; and makc tifem the
glocy of the earth, for religion and vistue; holinefs and
Jutice; truth and peace; grotkcrl, kindnefs and chasity,
while fun and moon eadure, Attend thy word and ordi-
: R4NCes
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mances with thy power and prefence. May the Spirit of
holinefs fo awaken and alarm carelefs finners, that they m

hear and turn to God, and experience a new birth unto righ-
teoufnefs, and the work of faith with power. And may
all thy fervants thrive and grow in holinefs, felf-denial, re-
fignation to thy will, ind heavenly-mindednefs: and may
they fhine as lights in she world, that ethers, feeing their

good works, may glorify thee, and own the hand divine.
Good Lord, preferve us, and all others, thy poor bewilder-

ed creatures, from being deceived -by the craft of the ene~
my, with falfe hopes, and deceittul joys. May we wait
wath patience and dlligence in thy ways, until Thou, by
thy holy word and Spint, {peak to our fouls the peace of
God that pafleth all underftanding. Search us, Lord, and
try our reins and our hearts, and difcover to us all refuges
of lies, and fix us fafe on Jefus Chrift the fure rock of ages.
May we fpend this facred day in a diligent preparation for
aneverlafting {ubbath. We would wuit upon thee in the ufe
of all appointed means of grace, that when thou pafleit by,
thou mayft meect with, aud blefs us. O God.of mercies,
wc befeech thee for thy power and prefence to be with us all
the day ; and that we may be always prepared to hold fweet
cemmunion acd fellowfhip with the Father, and with the
Son Jefus Chrift ; for whom we blefs and adore thee, and in
whofe words we worfhip thee, as Our Father who art im
Heaven, &c. Amen.

Family PRAY ER for Lord’s-day Evening.

T H R O U G H the good hand of God upen us, we
are once more before thee, and permitted to clofe this
holy day with the worfhip of our maker.  Glory to God tor
the priviledges we enjoy, and for the precious means of
grace, public and private.  Good Lord grant, that what
we have been attending on this day may cleave to our mc-

mories ; fink decp into our hearts ; have a proper and lafling |

effect on our temper and pratice, and produce the fruits of

“holinefs, to the glory of God, the health of our fouls, and.

the edification of others.  But, alas, gracious Lord, we
have to confefs before thee, that we have this day come fhort
of thy glory. W¢ have not loved and forved thee al:u we

ow

-



( 60 3

know we ought to have done. Our hearts have often wandered
trom thee, in the very afls of devotion; and we have not read
.and heard, prayed and praifed, with that holy fervour, faith,
and love that became the worfhippers of fuch.a majefty : and
fhouldft thou enter into Judgment with us, our beft fervices
connot fland before thee. But O boly and merciful God,
Jook on us through the merits and mediation of our Lord fefus
Chrift; cover our guilt with the robe of his righteoufnefs ;
bury all our fins 1n the oceanof his blood; and apply to us
the whole merit of his life and death, and we {hail be com-
plete in him. And while we venture all our hopes, and
truft our whole falvation in his faithful band, may we be
«areful to maintain good works. May we ferve thee from
love and gratitude, and cileem it our higheft lLionour and
rivildege, to be numbered among thy fervants. By the
influences of thy Holy Spirit, may we daily grow in grace.
May our faith be ftrengthened; our love increafed ; our af-
fections more on things above; and our hearts and treafure
centring there. May thy blefled will be always dear to us :
may we do it with chearfulnefs, and, fubmit to it with
humble refignation. May thy holy word be dear to our
hearts, and {weet to our tafte. May we difcover its glory,
experience its power, and relith its {weets. May its threat-
nings -firike us with a holy fear of ofiending; and its ex-
cmg great and vrecious Emmi{cs be our joy and treafure :
may we plead them through life, truft them in death, and
find them divinely true-in a blefled eternity. While we live
on carth, may we daily grow in grace, and fee the profperi-
ty of religion around us, in all churches and denominations
of chriftians. Water the foed fown every where this day
with the refrefhing dews of thy Holy Spirit; and make us
and others as a field which the Lord hath bleffed. Guard -
the tender plants- of grace, and preferve themn from thofe er-
rers and fins that would fped their tender grapes. And
fuch as are awakened, and under a fpirit of bondage, good
Lord preferve them from lofing their impreflions, and re-
turning again to fin. May they not be fuffered to catch at
falfe joys, and build their houfe on the fand ; but may they
be willing, in the ufe of all appointed means, to wait thy
&odtime for deliverance, when thou wilt lift upon them
light of thy countenance, reveal to them the glorious
fulnefs and fuitablenefs of Chrift to fave; when thou wilt
work in them the whole work of faith with power; break
their bonde in fonder, aad put fongs of praife into tht;i:

: mou
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mouths. "God grant to all thy people grace and dili
to prefs after a gl'l affurance of faith, zill their and

thadows flee away, and they know the things that are frecly
given to them of God. And, gracious Lord, as we 'may
meet with great temptations, from the devil, the world, and
our own hearts, we humbly befeech thee to firengthen us
with all might in tigrinner man : seach us to ufe our armour
with fkill and courage; to call upon our General with all
prayer and fupplication ; and may he l&i‘n us the viftory,
and wear our praifes as a crown. y Jefus be to us
ftrength in our weaknefs; light in our darknefs; joy im the
midft of our forrows, and a very prefent help in trouble :
And may divine grace preferve us from taking any unlawful
fep to deliver ourfelves from trouble. May we wait wpon
the Lord, and be as mount Zion, which cannot be moved.
While toffing on the ocean of life, may our anchor be caft
in the haven of reft, fure and fteadfaft. While travellin
this howling wildernefs, may the glorious king of his che
be to us a Iﬁeltcring cloud by day, when we arc faint and
weak ; and a fhining fire in the night of trouble and aflic-
tion : and may he feed us throu ﬁ our pilgrimage with the
heavenly manna, that true breacF that came down from hea-
ven, until our feet ftand on the brink of Jordan, and we
are ready to pafs it into the land of promife : And, O! d‘:(y
the feet of our great high prieft, touch and dry up thofe
mighty waters. May he make good to us his gracious pro-
mife, that when we pafs through the waters of affli¢tion, he
will be with us; and through the rivers of death, and they
fhall not overflow us. Then may we find the great con-
queror of death, fupporting our heads, chearing our hearts,
ft c:‘gtlming our faith, and teaching our ljip. to fay, though
I pafs through the valley and fhadow of death, 1 will fear
no evil. Thus, Lord, may we finith our courfe with joy;
may we glorify God, and edify othersin death; bear our
dying teftimony to thy bleffed truths ; and may an entrance
be miniftered to us abundantly into the heavenly kingdom,
of thy rich mercy and fovereign grace in Jefus Chrift our
Saviour. And to the only wife %}od, Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit, be honour, and glory, and bleffing, through
time and eternity, Amen. ‘ .
c
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'The Lord’s PRAY ER Paraphrafed.

’ U R Father awho art in Heaven; We, thine offs ring

by creation, would hambly addrefs thee as our Fathet

in Chrift Jefus, who haft begotten us again after the image
of thy dear fon. May we approach ﬂﬁ with the temper of
children, dutiful, obedienit, and fenfille of our dependance
upon thee who dwelleft in the highet heavens, ahd whofe
kingdom ruleth over all. Hallowed be thy name : May all
the names by which thou haft revealed thyfelf to us, be
{an&tified, and had in the utmoft reverence and adoration by
us and all creavares. Thy kingdom come: May that king-
dom of grace which thou haft erefted in our world, come
with power and glory in our own hearts, and lives, and all a-
round us, till all the nations of the earth become the king-
dom of our Lord Jefus Chrit. May he rule over us by his
law, and in us by his Spirits.  May he defend us by his
power, and beat down the kirigdom of fin and fatan. May
the kingdom of glory be haftened in its time; and may we
be ready to enter it.  Thy avill be done on earth, as it is in
heaven : As thy will is always holieft, wifeft, and beft, may
we obey thy commanding will, with that holy alacrity that
faints and angels in glory do; and may we fubmit to thy pruden-
tial and chaftifing will, with humble refignation, and profit to
our fouls. Enable us in all circumftances to fay, Let the
will of the Lord be done.  Grve us this day cur daily bread :
Senfible of our dependance on thee, as the great Father of
the fanily, for all the bleflings of life, we atk not great
things for ourfelves in this world, but beg what thou feeft
neceflary for our fupport this day. May we eat our bread
with: chearfulnefs, and enjoy all our comforts with grateful
praifes, and to the glory of God. May our fouls be daily
fed with that true bread that tame down from heaven, that
they may flourith and thrive as calves of the ftall ; dnd for-
give us onr debts, as we forgive our debtors.  'We confels we
arc infinitely in debt to divine juftice. We owe thee ten
thoufand talents, and have nothing to pay. If thou enter-
eft thy demand, the prifon of hell 1s our ftation : But glory
to thy name, who haft declared, that, as thy debtors have
sothing to pay, thou frankly forgiveRt: Freely, O God of

mervics,
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miercies, remit our debts againft thee. Credit odr sccomp
by His merits who offered his blood and foul a facrifice to
thy juftice. Abundantly pardon our debts, our fins, and
trefpafles : bury them in the ocean of thy boundlefs mercy,
and remember them againft us no more. And as we alk
pardon of thee, we would fhew it to our debtors. Give us
graoc, from our heaggs to forgive thofc that offend us; to

lefs them that curfe us, and to pray for them that defpite~
fully ufe us. May we rejoice in, and promote their good 3
and feek their happinefs for time¥end cternitv. Lead us wed
into temptation, but deliver xs from evil: While here fur-
rounded with fo many fnares, we befeech thee, Jet no temp-
tation befal us, but fuch as thou wilt make a way for our
efcape. In all the affaults of the world, fleth, and devil,
may we fly to our arms, invoke our General, and find graom
to help in time of need. And as thou beft knoweft what is
evil, we pray thee to deliver us from it, and take thou all
the Praifc ; For thine is the kingdom of nature, grace and
providence ; and the power to accomplifh all thy fovercign
pleafure, and to grant our humble requefts ; and the glory of
a}l fhall be only thiue, by all creatures in all worlds, irough
all the periods of time, and all the ages of ctemity : Amog
and Amen.
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