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MAaNNA gatbercd in the MORNING,

- Ezon. XVL2x
" And they gathered it every MoMing.

g H E little Word i¢ leads us to the preceeding
Context 3 where Mofes gives an Account of
the Food with which God fed the Children
of Ifrael, for the Term of forty Years, in the

Deferts of Arabia. This Food, by which God fupplied

a vaft Multitude every Day, was called Mamna : it de-
fcended every Morning upon the Dew round about their
Tents, and when the Dew was exhaled by the Sun’s

Heat, they went out and gathered it up, cach one an

Homer for his Share every Day. As they received itina

miraculoxs Way from Gad, fo they were to obferve his .

Will refpe@ing the Time as well as the Quantity to be

gathered, for the Supply of a Day. Thus they lived .

upon daily Providence, and let the Morrow take Care
for the Things of itfelf.

Manna is called Angel’s Food, (Pfal. 78. 25.) or,as’

the Learned Dr. Hammond renders it, the Bread of the
Stromg. ‘This may be to figoify, either that it was rained
down from the Clouds, and was :not the Produce of the
Earth as other Food was, but more immediately from
God 5 erto fhow the Excellency of it, becaufe it was fo
re and folid that Angels would. have reccived it with
Thankfulne, if they had necded any material Food hfqr
' their
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6 MANNA gatbered in tﬁe Monch.

, thcu‘ Support *Twas fweet and fingularly efficacious to
. preferve and invigorate the Strength and refrefh the Spirits

of thofe thateat if. |'Qr elfz it may be qalled -Apgel’s

Food to thow that God gave it by the Minifiration of
Angels ;- that they made it ready for the- People, and
were employed.to bring it down in-Showers, duting their
whole Travel in the Wildernefs.

Our Lorp Jesus Curist 18 the bidden Manna.
Curist in his Gofpél Charactets; and in thofe Comforts
and Bleffings that flow from him are the Autitype of that
Manna that fellin the ledernefs He came from Heaven

the Bleﬁings of his Purchafe are furpnzmg to the Eyc,
fweet to the Tafte, and pure and folid Nourifhment to
the new" Natre. - ‘Bot i we weild - -parealéd gf-Carist
and his Graces we mult'dofiie ot of 6w Temss in the
Time dppointed by God, and gather lup.this heavenly
Marina for ‘outlelves atid » feeﬁ “apon itby: Fa‘ith .

Our Tex fays that sbey gathered -~

: This, parhaps, will otbé fareadily taken up - m a fpm-

tusl Senfé as fome other- -Sériptuse Expre{ﬁens,

- has 2" various: Sigmﬁcatwh but commendy it u%:ﬁcs Jfea-
. Jonably, early, the Titme of the bun’s Riffng; th

* of the Day- Light ‘and fueh lke: - and thercﬁoﬁe it mny
figrify tousthe Beginminglof sasiral Liffé's -carly-in Man's

ay pon- Edrth-; as foorl ‘as ‘the Sum igup’y asHoon as
the Lxghc of: Reafoﬁ ‘begins 4o’ éppéar, ‘arid we arecapable
of Aéton 4s- intelligeat Creatares. :— Andin s much as
’tis faid they gathered it every Mommg 5 thisimay ferve:
16 'téachi real Chriftianis*whither in the Bloom of Life or

“old ‘Age; that'as they woiild Honout Ged ' and.live! com-

fortably” it this Wildernefs, they muft-be conftarg; datly,
early, gvery - ‘Merding‘in- their Apphcanonsw CHIREST,

“and tn theit’ ‘Participation of-the srwe ‘B#2ad-whick: cime
' dowh from-Heaven.- ‘Thcy ‘muft céme ouk of themfielves,

and- gather of ‘the hidden ' Manng early: i’ ihebMomiﬂg,

before the ‘Cares of: the- Woorldcall upen-theit; eaft che

Heat
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Mm’m"g‘étﬁered.z‘n'tﬁé‘ Mornine. Vi |

Heat of Lut niele them down, and-edrthly ‘Things poffefs
their Thoughtsiand Defires all the Day. -~ = -
Tn1s-is the Bonfe that appears natural enough to put
the~Words ;::and: with fich a view of them, I pur-
pofe (with God’s Help,) briefly to explain, confider
and improve swo general Dottrines from them, viz.,

. P .
‘Y. Reac Chbriftians onght 1o efeem it 6 Matter of great
Concern that 1bey gatber bidden Manna, o feed upon a
glorious Chriff daily. B oo "

AL Tz Timeof Youth, o 1he Morning of Man's Life
is_sbe moft proper Seafon 10 gather biddew Manna, or decept
of Coriff and bis off’d Bemefys,

‘L. Riar Chrifians ought to efteem it a Matter of great
Concern, that.tbey gather biddem Manna, or feed upon a
glorions CRrasT daily.” The Ifraelites were to gather
Manna every Day ; and ¢hat eatly in the Morning ; the.
firft: Thing they' did ;- before the Sun was up. - And this
bhas been the Prattice'of the Saints refpe@ing tbe bidder
Mamma. - The fweet Singer of Ifrael made it his daily Bu-
finefs, and-efpecially " in " the Morning, - Hence ’dis faid
that he ‘fumgof the Mercies of Godin the Morning 5 that
he prevented the Lord with bis Prayer in the Merning ; that
he had fome refrething and ftrengthening Intercourfe with

- God before the dawning Light: - Mafes built the Alterof

Incenfe in ‘the Morning : he west #p umto the Mount in
the Morning, ‘and the Lord defcended: in the Cloud, and
Jood with bim shere, and prociaimed the Name of the Lord.
And thefe Things may ferve to teach us that they had
heavenly Intercourfe with God dily, and would not fuffer
the Morning to {lip without a believing Dedication of
themfelves to his Service all the Day. - - o

- Awp every resl Chriftian ought to efteem it a Matter
of great:Concern : i. e. he thould /gy weight upon it 5 he
thould fmprefs it upon his' Mind, and carry a deep Senfe
of it upon his Héart, that he gathers bidden Aanna : . l::
: e
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8 ManNa gathered.in the MorNING,

he muft fetch in fpiritual Suppliés from a glarions: Curist]
And this muft be done every Morning: i.-¢.: he muft do
it daily, conftantly and particularly in the Morning of
every Day; as may appear.from the: Confideration of
tbree Things. : S AT

1. Trus to feed upon CHRIST is the Way, and the
only Way 10 live paity-to the Glory of Ged. The
higheft End that an infinitely glorios Being. can' pofiibly
have, in Creation, Providence and Redemption, is. his
own Glory ; ‘or the Illuftration.of his glorious Attributes.
The laft End and higheft: Ambition of every true Chri.
ftian is, in Heart, Lip and Life, to exalt the great Name
of God, by acknowledging, eftcerhing and. reverencing
his infinite Excellency, which is reprefented in his Attri-
butes, Ordinances, Word. and Works. = Pious Dgvid has
exprefled the very Language of his Heart, in 1. Chron,

- 29. 11, 12, 13. Thine, O Lord, is the Greatnefs, and. the
Power, and the Glory, and the Viliary, and the Majefly :
- for all that is in the Heavem and in the Eartb, is thine
tbine'is the Kingdom, O Lord, and thow art exalted as Head
above all. - Both Riches and Honout come of thee, and thex
reigneft over all, and in thine Hand is Power and Mighe,
and in thine Hand it is to make Great, and 1o give Strengih
“unto all. Now therefore, our God, we thank thee, and
praife thy glorious Name. Hence, when a Chriftian lives
as he ought always to live, he is ready to Do and willing
to. Be any Thing to glorify God : his Soul and Body
and Spirit are devoted to the Honour and Service of God :
he is delivered from the prevailing Efficacy of Jelfi
Principles, and that felfid Religion which is the Idol of
Hypocrites ; and is - taken up in admiring and adoring
God ; and, from a fpiritual Difcovery and inward Senfe
of his glorious Excellency, his Heart burns with Defire
that his Glory and Majefty might be feen and acknow-
ledg’d by others.— This is the chief End, and ought
to be the higheft Ambition of every real Saint, every
Day that he lives, and every Hour and Moment of every

Day,
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- Day, in all his Undertakings and in_every Step of
Profecution. i '

Now does every true Chriftian thus Defire that the
Name of God might be glorified ? Is the Glory of God -
dearer to them than a// Things elfe ; Well, the Way, and
the only Way for them to live daily to bis Glory, is daily
to gather and feed upon bidden Manna. A Man that
has all his Senfes lock’d up by Sleep, may as well perform
the natural Altions of one that is awake, as a Chriftian
can live to the Glory of God without living by Faith,
Without a living, altive Faith it is impoffible 1o pleafe God.
Thougds the Matter of our Ations fhould be ever fo
agrecable to the Rule of moral Virtue, yet they can’c
be done to God’s Glory unlefs they are done in the Ex-
ercife of Faith. And who can do any Thing in the Ex-
ercife of Faith without feeding upon CurisT? A Man
dying for lack of Food may as well do the Bufinefs of
the full Fed, as a true Chriftian can actually defign the
Glory of God without feeding upon Csrist by Faith :
and a true Chriftian may as well live by Faith without
Jebolding Curist in his perfonal and mediatorial Excel-
lencies, as live by Faith without  feeding upon him. He
‘can as well live by Faith without r¢fling upon Curist, as
he can live by Faith without #affing a facred Sweetnefs in
Curist. He can as well live by Faith without coming
out of himfelf to CHrisT, as he can live by Faith with-
out gathering this heavenly Manna. Therefore if a Chri-
ftian would live to the Glory of God every Day, he muft
gather this Manna every Morning. His daily feeding
upon a glorious CurisT is a Matter of as great Impor-
tance as the daily living to God’s Glory. :

2. Tuus to feed upon CurisT is the Way and the
only Way fora Chriftian t0 get fubfiantial Good to bimfelf.
“The Happinefs of Man is infeparably connected with the
‘Glory of God : the Tendency of every Thing that is for
God’s Glory'is for the Creature’s Happinefs. When a
true Chriftian’s Eye is fingle, and his fupream Defire isto

S B fpread

-



10 Manna gathered in the MorNiNG.

fpread abroad the glorious Greatnefs and infinite Excel-
lency of God, his own Happinefs arifes from thence by a
/ {weet and agreeable Neceflity. . Do you feel any prefent
Wantof folid and fubftantial Good " for Time or Eter.
by’ Do you want your Minds, Wills, and Affeftions
Md by the Standard of Truth? Do you complain
of inwdtd Darknefs, Doubts, or Anguith of  Confcience ?
Would you have your Love and Hatred, Joy and Sorrow,
- Defire and Averfion, Hope and Fear under a better Re-
. gimen? The Way, and the only Way to thefe happy
Acttainmentsis to live more ‘conftantly in the Exercife of
/ Faith. Do you need more inward Peace 8f Confcience
and fpirgual Confolation ; more holy Fortitude under
éuM- inward T'rials 5 more divine ly{efrcﬂlrnents from
the Prefence of the Lord ; or more afluring Satisfa@tion
. God’s Eternal Love to your Souls ? The Way to come
at thefe Covenant Mercies is to exercife yourfelves in real

| Godlinefs. Tr— A o '
| - Now as real Chriftians would daily enjoy thefe Blef-
{ fings, they muft daily gather of the hidden Mumus, A
Life of mere moral Virte, fuch as an Heathen might at-
tain to, or a formal Profeffor may live, will not be accom-
panied with that divine Peace and Pleafure ; norare the
Bleflings that I have mentioned _connected therewith,

o

Chrifjans can’t perform Life- A& Without going to the
#PBtintain of Life for renewing Vigour and Ability to per-

! ferm them. Befide the ‘Grace that they. have already
received, an af#ual Influence of the Holy Spirit is necef-
fary to enable them to exercife themfelves unto Godlinefs ;
and this they mutft receive from Curist. — But do they
receive the Grace of the Spirit without coming to CHrIsT

1 for it? or do they ever come to Curist for his Spirit,

i without feeding upon him ?  You’ll readily anfwer no.

Well, they can no more exercife themfelves unto real God-

r linefs, without feeding upon Carist : they canno more-

™  feed upon Curist without coming out of their Tents and

¥ gathering up this heavenly Food. — Hence, real Chriftians.

. will in vain' expe& prefent Happinefs, unlefs they are -

daily

- T
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daily gathering Manna. In the Negle& of this Duty
they may expect great Intervals to their Happinefs 5 Dark-
nefs upon their Minds, both refpe@ing Duty and the State
of their Souls ; Deadnefs in the great Things of the
Kingdom of God ; Stupidity of Conicience ; Hasdnefs
of Heart ; Weaknefs of Grace ; Increafe of Corruption,
until at length their Hearts are overfbadowed with the
Clouds of Temptation, and they are fo encompafied about:
with inmumerable Evils, that they can’t look up to God,

nor affert their - Integrity, |

. Do f. 9o .. .

3. Trus to feed upon a glorious CHRrIST is #he Way
wherein Chriftians may be ferviceable to otbers. *Tis true,
natural Men may . be ferviceable to others by a fober,
moral Life : and real Chriftians may do goed to others
when they are not.in the fenfible Exercifes -of Grace :
they may reprove, inftruct and exhort them when they
are not fenfibly.influenc’d from a -gracious Refpe& unto
God : but they are far lefs likely to ferve the moft va-
- Juable Intereft of others at fuch a Seafon than they are .
when they are feeding upon CHRisT.-—One great End
-of our Living fhould be Serviveablenefs to others, as you
may fee, Pbil, 2. 4, 5. Look not every Man on bis own
“Things, but every Man alfo on the Things of otbers. Let this
Mind be in you, which was a‘% in Chrift Fefus. And if
we livein the daily Exercife of Faith we may do them
.a great deal more good. than otherwife we are likely todo.
Life-A&ts in "moral Works, and a fhining . Pattern -of
Holine#s tend to excite the Wonder and Imitation of the
Beholders. - Holy Examples are far more likely to be'a
Means of fpiritual. Good to others than all Reproofsand
Inftrutions without them. Men are more likely to accept
-of Inftrutions when they are, explained, from Day ta Day,
‘before thci;,Eygs‘jn;pious Examples, as appears from our
Saviour’s Words in his Sermon - upon -the Mount, Mgt
5. 16." Let your Light fo fhine befare Men, that they may
Jee your good Works, and glorify your Fatber whick: is in
Heaven. 1f we live with God, as Mbo/es did in the Mount,

, our
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. our Faces would thine with Grace, which is an excellent -
Means to induce others to glorify our heavenly Father,
Now, by how much the oftner we gather this living
Bread by fenfible Aés of Faith, by fo much the more
fhall we thine in real Godlinefs, and fo our Example will
be the brighter. Our rifing Pride and Selfithnefs ; our
Wantof Love to Chrift and Souls ; our lack of Forti-
tude and holy Zeal in the Things of the Kingdom fpring
from a flothful lying down in our Tents while Manna is
rained down plentifully round the Tent-Doors. - And the
Deadnefs in Religion that accompanies fach a flothful
Spirit is one great Occafion of the Carelefsnefs that is
vifible among Sinners., If we came out of our Tents and’
pick’d up the Mamna every Day, there would be more
Life in our moral Works : if we liv’d at the Fountain-
Head, our Pattern would be a continued Series of ‘living
- Holinefs, conftantly exhibited to the view of others for a
Reproof of Wickednefs and for the Encouragement of
faint-hearted Chriftians : if we gather’d of this Manna.
every Morning, how free and evangelical would our
Converfation and Life be, when we were called to Bufinefs
among the Men of the World ? - Or if we were called
into the Family for focia} Worfhip, or to Fellowfhip-
Meetings, or to the Houfe of God, what a ferious, manly
Devotion, animated with *ferapbick  Ferror, would fhine -
through the Aflembly in every Part of religious Service
At Home and Abroad, in the Houfe and by the Way
our Example would teach and reprove, corret and' tend
to reftrain others. -~ - ’ )
O TtHEe great Confequerice of gathering hidden Manna
every Morning ? If the Glory of God and the Exercifes of
vital Godlinefs are infeparably connected together : if to
fpread abroad God’s Glory is a Matter of great- Concern in
Religion : if our own inward Peaceand the fpiritual Wel-
fare of others are concerning Matters, then we oughtto ga-
téer,Mmma every Morning and feed dasly upon a glorious.
HRIST. _ . :

The
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Tue Application of the firff Heod.

Ufe 1. I.earn hence, the great Miflake of. thofe who
flatter themfelves that they gather [piritual Manna every
Morning, and yet do not live devoted to God daily. Some
Perfons, yea, I fear, very many Profeffors will be found
Self-Deceivers in this Refpeét. They fpeak of their fre-
quent Intercourfe with Heaven, and their high Degrecs
of Communion with God, but enjoy no- fpiritual Com-
munion with him at all. They have a fancied Partici-
pation of the hidden Manna, whichis a mere Flow of
natural Affe@ion ; or they make up fuch a Judgment of
themfelves from their confcientious Regard to moral Vir-
tue, while they never had any fpiritual Senfe of the di-
vine Sweetnefs of this heavenly Bread. Miftaken Souls !
“Why may not an heathen Moralift boaft of fucha Pri-
vilege as well as you ? You have great Stirrings of Affec-
tion, and fo have they ; you have moral Virtues, and fo
have they. But, unlefs you have an inward Senfe of the
real Excellency of CarisT himfelf, and from thence are
daily devoted to the great God as your chief End ; un-

. lefs you find fupream Love to God and the Glory of his
great Name, govern your Hearts in Acts of Worfhip and
~ Obedience, you find n0 Scripture-Ground to conclude that
you gather this Manna. Why fhould you oncé imagine
that you are feeding upon CHrist, while Se/fis above
God, and you bow down to that Ido/ in your Hearts ?
While you are governed by fuch a Principle can you
appeal to God that his blefled Image is formed in you,
and that you walk before him in Holinefs'and Righte-
oufnefs ? Or is not all the Evidence of your gathering
Moanna every Morning, this only, viz. that you are con-
fcientious in the external Duties of the moral Law, feel
fome Stirrings of Affeftion once in a while, and' have
fome Scripture-Promife powerfully impreflfed upon your
Minds ? And may not a deceived Hypocrite have all thefe
Signs of gathering Manna every Morning ? Can’t Satan
imprefs: the Imagination with Scripture ? May not' na- -
v tural
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-tural Confcience excite People to Duty ? May not mere

natural Affetion rife like a Land-Flood ? And confe-
quently all thefe Things may be found in the worft Hypo-
crite on this fide Hell. '
WHaT a Pity it is that Man under the Light of the
Gofpel thould feed upon the Eafi Wind without Sub-
ftance of Truth ? Why fhould you conclude, or fo much
as hope that you are gathering Manna from fuch falfe

‘Bigns as thefe ? If the Glory of God and fupream Love

to him, from an inward Senfe of his Glorioufnefs, de
not animate and give Life to your moral Actions, you

_ are not gathering the hidden Manna. You lie hid in

your Tents and will not fo much as open the Door and
‘come out to gather it up. Why then will you delude
yourfelves with a vain Imagination # What is like to be
‘the Iffue of fuch a falfe Conclufion as this would be ?
‘What ftrange Language fhould we juftly efteem it, if
‘we heard one confidently faying, ¢ I gather of the hid-
¢ den Manna every Morning, but never have an inward

¢¢ Senfe of the moral Beauty and Sweetnefs of the Perr

“ fon reprefented by that Metaphor. I relith the Be-
¢ nefits and Bleflings of his Purchafe, but the fupream
¢« Motive of my liking to his Perfon is the Confideration
¢ .of the Supports I have from him. I’m confident of
< my future well Being, but I cannot fay that Sia
*¢ is mortified, Graceis enlivened, or that I am growing
““ ina facred Contempt of the World and in Heavenly-
<t mindednefs.”” What an odd Sound, I.fay, would this
make in the Ears of one that underftdod and digefted
the Gofpel ? o A
- Ufe 11. Learn hence, tbe grand Reafon why [o masy
real Chriftians do. fo little for God aud their Fellow Crea-
sures in the World.. None will queftion, I prefume, but
that a. great deal more might and ought ' to be done by
Chriftians, in a way of Means, for the Intereft of CarisTs
Kingdom, and the fpiritual Good and Welfare of others,
Some that; we charitably hope, have received the-JI.Jord

ESUS
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Jesus Curist, and alfo have a natural Ability to do a
great deal towards promoting the common Intereft, feem
to ftand almoft like Cyphers on the wrong Side of a Fi-
gure. They runthe Round of Time, but fearcely put
to their Harnds to lift up the Name of :God or promote
the fpiritual Good of Men. Perhaps they are what we
call moral Men in their general Courfe: they are tole-
rably diligent in a lawful Calling : they are juft in their
Dealings and fober in the main of their Converfation ;

and yet feem to do but little good “in the World on re-

ligious Accounts. Once in a while they do fomething

with a fupream Regard to God, and this has a defirable

Effe@.— But how foon do they become formal in Duty,

and little or no fpiritual Life to be difcovered in their

moral Works. = Hence, their Life is very unferviceable :

they dithonour Ged and are a very faulty Occafion of
the Carelefsnefs of Sioners and the Backflidings of other

Chriftians. If they. meafured their Time by the Services -
they do for CHr1s? and Souls, inftead of the Revolutions -
of the Sun, to what a narrow Scantling would fifty or fixty -
Years be reduc’d ? - .

~ Anp what is the Reafon of all this, but that they zeg-

k2 to gather hidden Manna and feed themfelves upon pafi-
Experiences 2 The Main of their Recruits are fetch’d

from the Manna they gather’d fometime ago. ’Tisfel-

dom that they feed upon CurisT by Faith : they are

grown too Indolent or too Self-righteous to come out of
their Tents and gather up the delicious Food every Morn-

ing. ’Tis too ordinary. a- Thing for many profefled

Chriftians to content themfelves with the Mamna they
gather’d Weeks or Months paft ; and fome flatter
themfelves that the pious Pfalmift warrants their {o doing,

in that noted Paffage Pfal. 77. 10, 11. And 1 faid,

This is my Infirmity :-but I will remember the Xears of the

Right Hand of - the moR High. Iwill remember the Weorks
of the Lord : furely I will remember thy Wonders of old.

Hence they would argue that ¢ the mora/ Confideration

den .

P
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 hidden Manna may juftly make them eafy in their
¢« prefent Diftance from God.” But if you impartially
confider the Text alledg’d, together with the preceeding
Context, you will find it juft the Reverfe of what fome
have brought it to juftify. The Pfalmitt cells us ' ver. 5.
that be bad confider’d the Days of Old and the Years of an-
cient Times, i. e. He reviewed the divine Conduct to
Saints that were before him, and called to mind his own
former Experiences : he thought of what might be the
particular Reafon of his prefent Darknefs and Diftrefs :
he was ufing the Means of Strength and Comfort.—But
did chis ferve to make him eafy ? No, in no Meafure,
but his Diftrefs increafed upon him from the Confideration
of paft Light and prefent Darknefs, as you may fee ver,
75 8. Will the Lord caft off for ever ? and will be be fa-
vourable no more 2 Is bis Mercy clean gome for ever 2 doth
bis Promife- fail for evermore ? But now in the roth and
11th Verfes, he is brought to an inward Senfe of God’s
Hand in all: he viewed the glorious Truth and Faith-
fulnefs of a Covenant God in thefe Difpenfations, and un-
der that Difcovery he was fatisfied. — But will David’s
Comfort which arofe from an inward Senfe of the fo-
vereign Hand of a Covenant-keeping God, juftify or
excufe a Chriftian’s living upon his paft Experiences ?
Indeed, if you was brought to fee God, and to have an
inward Senfe of his Covenant-Faithfulnefs in paft Defer-
tions, you might have Gofpel Peace and Satisfaltion ;

_but that would be far from living upon paft Experiences

in that unhappy Senfe which fome Perfons have attempted
to live. — Methinks if thofe Chriftians that are now in
Heaven, who liv’d a great Partof their Time on Earth
upon paft Experiences, were to come down to our World

- again, they would be as much more zealous than other

Chriftians in gathering the hidden. Manna as they have

‘been carnal and indolent, and even then would be con-

ftantly filled with Blufhes that they'did fo little for God !
O let us be athamed to pafs one Day in that carnal Senfe
of living upon paft Experiences that confifts with living

' in
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‘in fottith Indolence ! May we never reft one Day without
gathering of the hidden Manna, to ftrengthen and com-
fortusin our Journey, and to animate all our Services with
intenfe Defire to honour God and be more ufeful to our
Fellow-Creatures !

Ufe NI. LasTLy here, let Chriftians ¢ exborted and
animated 1o great Diligence in prefcribed Means of gather-
ing the hidden Mamns. Let not one Day of your Life
pafs without ftriving after this Bread in the Ufe of Means.
Particularly, fhun thofe Things, Places and Companions
that tend 'to excite an Appetite after carnal Enjoyments.
If you look back to the Lecks and Garlicks of Egypt it
will vitiate your Appetite, and you’l begin to grow
more indifferent to the Bread of Life. Keep therefore
out of the Way of Temptation ; keep the Body under,
and give yourfelves much to Meditation, Fafting and
Prayer. Obferve thefe Rules as Means to keep your Hearts
from taking up with Hufks ; as Means to bring you out
of your Tents and gather up the Manna that is rained
down about them. O let no Morning pafs without the
folemn Worfhip of Godin your Tents, in your Families
and Clofets ; and among other Petitions let this be one,
¢ Lord evermore give me that Bread.” Cry in good
Earneft forit, and never ceafe ’till you are brought to
feed uponit. You fhould never venture out into worldly
Bufinefs or where the Airis infected without taking am
Antidote from CurisT: if you go into your ordinary
Calling without gachering Manna before you engage,
*twill be ftrange indeed if your Lives and Converfation are
not corrupted that Day, and fo the Grace of God in the
Heart weakened. The Ifraelites found by Experience,
when they were travelling through the Wildernefs, that
no Way would do for them but living upon a prefent
God. What they gathered and laid by in Store putri-
fied and bred fuch an Infetion as could not be born in
the Camp. And foyou’ll find it, by fad Experience,
if you make the Trial, that you cannot maintain fpirilmal

: ife
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Life by the Manna you gathered fome Time paft. - If you
will not live upon a prefent God, but chufe rather to live
upon paft Experiences, you’l certainly grow corrupt. Such
a Way of living will corrupt your Experiences, and brin
you under the Power of fome evil Difeafe. Soul-Diftempers
will increafe upon you in the Attempt : your Hands will
grow weak, and your Knees feeble. Self-Conceit, Worldly-
mindednefs or fome other Luft will inflame your Heart,
and adulterate your Converfation. Blindnefs of Mind,
Stupidity of Confcience, Perverfenefs of Will, Carnality
of Affe¢tion and Corruption of Judgment will grow upon
thofe that live upon their paft Experiences. O, my Bre-
thren, fuch Soul:Difeafes will foon become epidemical, un-
lefs we gather of the hidden Manna every Morning and
live upon CurisT daily. Thefe Difeafes are infectious,
and the Plague will foon get into the Camp, and fo cor-
rupt the whole Camp of God’s Ifrael, if Chriftians do
not live upon a prefent God. Therefore come out of
your Tents and gather up the Mannathat lies in great
Plenty at your Tent-Doors., Come and feed upon this
Manna before the burning Heat of the Sun melts it away.
Come and feed upon CurisT daily, and the Plague that
is begun in the Camp, fhall be ftaid. This divine Food
has an healing and reftoring, as well as a fearching Virtue
in it. It cures fpiritual Blindnefs, Deadnefs of the Heart,
Stupidity of Confcience, lofs of fpiritual Appetite and
Perverfenefs of Will, and will reftore from Decays in
every Grace; and greatly encourages and ftrengthens
chriftian Pilgrims in their Journey through the Wildernefs
of this World. ’

SureLy then, we have fufficient Motive to beftir our-
felves.in the Ufe of all megative and pofitive Means of
attaining this great Good.  And particularly, to be much
in Prayer for the Bread that comesdown from Heaven,
and gives Life unto the World. ¢ Lord give me this
* Day, and every Day fome gracious Supplies of the
¢ hidden Manna, that was figured in the Wildernefs,
* fhaddowed in the Law, and is manifefted in the Gofpel !

‘ )



]

s offered in-the Gofpel. - God infifts upon it abundantly,
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¢« O give me this Bread daily, and teach me, in all my
¢ Cravings, fo tocome unto CHrisT, that I may never
¢ Hunger, and fo to believe in him that I may never
« Thirft! O that I might grow ftrong in the Grace of
*“ God, and wax bolder and ftronger until I come unto
¢ the full Age, and Staturcof a perfe&t Man in Curist
¢ Jesus ; to whom be Glory forever.”

Havinc confidered and improved the firf# general
Head, I proceed ,

II. To the fecond Aflertion, viz. The Time of Youth,
or the Morning of a Man’s Life is the moft proper Seafon so
accept of a glorious CHRIST.

~ To the Glory of rich and fovereign Grace, we ought

to acknowledge that fome young Perfons have more lately
accepted of Curist, and are gathering of the hidden
Moanna from Time to Time.— But alafs ! how many
Youth are ftill feeding on Wind, and following after the
Eafp Wind? They purfue after Self-deftroying Courfes,.
and labour for the Meat which perithes, defpifing that
which endures to everlafting Life. — Happy it would be’
if I might be inftrumental of convincing fome young
Perfons at this Time, and of perfuading them aff4-
ally to accept of CHrisT in the beginning of their
Days or budding of Life. — This is my Errand to you,
my young Friends in the Propefition juft laid down. And
to convince you of the Fitnefs and Seafonablenefs of the .
Meflage, I come to you with the following Arguments,
iz, ‘

1. *T1s the Will of God that young People fbould accept
of Curist, You will readily - grant, that whatever is
revealed as God’s Will for you to comply with, is, for
that Reafon, moft fuitable for you to do without Delay
or Hefitation. — New, it is evidently agreeable to God’s
‘Will that young Perfons fhould accept of CHrrIsT as he

and
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and ’tis at their Peril if they withftand the clear Intima-
tions of his Will,

How exprefs and plain is the Command of God in
this Point ? There’s not a more exprefs Command upon
facred Record than that, Eccl. 12. 1. Remember now.
tby Creator in the Days of thy Youtbh. Here God makesa.
folemn Demand upon you with this Reafon to enforce it,
that he put forth his Almighty Arm and drew you into
Being. You have his Will exprefled in the Command ;.
and he infifts upon prefent Compliance. And to the fame
Effett is that Command of our Saviour’s, Matt. 6. 33.
Seek ye rirsT the Kingdom of God and the Righteoufnefs
thereof. If this Kingdom is firf of all to: Be foughe,
then it muft be in the Timeof Youth : if frf, then it
muft be before all other Things; and therefore inflamtly
without any Delay. Hence, ’tis as reafonable for young
People new to accept of Chrift as itis for God'to enjoyn
the Remembrance of hinr and the feeking- his Kingdom.
upon them. And will any dare to fay. that God has no
Right to preferibe the Time, as well as:to enjoyn the Dauty
it felf 2. If he has a Right to-demand the Bloom of Life
to-be confecrated to him, the:negle& of CurisT in that
Seafon is a daring Contempt of his Authority. ,

Acain ; God manifeftly approves of early Piety, and’
difapproves the contrary, in feveral Scriptures where the .
Command is- only implied. He takes particular Notice
of fuch as accept of Chrift in the Morning of their Life :-
He has more eminently appeared for fuch, than for many
other Chriftians ; to proteft them in Dangers, carry them.
_ through Trials, Silence their Adverfaries and honour-
them before Men ; and is empbatically difpleafed with-
thofe that rife up againft them. Confider what the Lord
fays in-this Refpedt,.Fer. 2. 2, 3. Goand cry in the-
Ears of Jersfalem. (i. e. Make Bufinefs of it 3 cry aloud
and fpare not :. fpeak of it as a Truth that Ferufalem ought
to take particslar Notice of,): faying, thus faith the Lord,
I remember thee, the Kindnefs of thy Youth, the: Love of
tbine Efpoufals, when thowwentef afier me in the Wildernefs,

‘ i
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# a Land that was not fown. The Allfecing God and
Proprietor of all Things takes fpecial Notice of early Self-
Denial and following after him through a Land of Pits.
and Deferts : He remembers this as pleafing in his
Sight : Ifrael was Holinefs unto bim,and the FirsT FruiTs
of bis Increafe 5 therefore letany attempt to hurt him at
their Peril. ~ Al that devour bim fball offend, evil fball
come upon them, [aith tbe Lord. Thofe may expe& fome
awful Stroke, who touch the Inheritance of them that
accept of CHr1sT in the Motning of their Life. They
that touch them, touch the Appleof God’s Eye, and may
expet that he- will fcatter and confound them, and pluck
his young' Lambs dut of their Teeth. — Or if God fuffer
young Converts to fall a Prey to the Malice of them that
hate Religion, yet he will give fome Tokens of hig pe-
culiar Approbation of early Piety. Young Abel, though
foon cut off by his unrighteous Brother, obtained a Wit-
nefs from God to his Honour, which fhall latt till Time
fhall be no longer ; while God curfed his unrighteous
Brother, and fec a Mark upon him that he might be known
to be a bloody Man. — And God has left the Witnefs
of his Difpleafure againft fpending the Bloomr of Life in
Vanity. By what we find recorded in his Word it ap-
ars that there is far lefs Hope of the Converfion of an
old Sinner than of them that are: young. We are not,
indeed, to limit the Grace of God ; but the Inftances of
€onverfion are very rare,.compared’ witht thofe that are
converted when they are young. ’Tis obferved by the
moft judicious Divines that Perfons are very feldom con-
verted after they are' 30 Years old. And the Scripture
feems to favour this @pinion. Hence it is faid by the
- Prophet, ean the Etbiopian change bis Skin 2 or the Leopard
bis Spot 2° then may thofe that are AccusTOMED o do evil
Jearn to do well. And thatin Mal. 1. 8,13, 14. feems
to import as much, if ye offer-the Blind for Sacrifice, is it
sot evil 2 and if ye offer the lame and ibe fick, is it
wot evil 2 Offer it now to thy Governmor, will be be pleafed
with thee 2 —Andye bave brought that which was tam; :
: and.
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- and the lame, and the fick. — Should I accept this at youw

Hands [aith the Lord 2 ~ Curfed be the Decesver — which
, facrificetb unto the Lord fuch e corrupt Thing. — May  we
not infer from hence, that putting off Soul-Cencerns to

the Decline of Life is very difpleafing to God and dan-
gerous to Men ? 4 :

Now, put thefe Hints together, and then fay whither
the Morning of Life is not the moft fuitable Time to ac-
cept of CarisT? Is it not evidently the Will of God
that young Perfons thould accept of Cur1sT, by what
has been already refer’d to? Isit not a fuitable Thing
that they fhould comply with his Will? Has not God
given fplain ‘Commands concerning this Matter ? Has he
- not left Inftances of early Piety upon Record, with his
approving Teftimony thereto, as an evident Intimation of
his.Will ? — And what are thefe, but fo many Injuné&ions
of Heaven that they fhould accept of CurisT in the
Morning of their Life, — Well, is it not infinitely un-
fuitable for them to ftand out againft the revealed Wil of
God ? Canany Mortal find out a Reafon or an Excufe
for young Perfons that dare oppofe the Will of the Great
God? Is it not moft unbecoming and Heaven-daring for
them to fay in their Hearts, I will accept of CHrisT bere-
after, when God calls them to come and accept of him
now 2 Surely, it is infinitely provoking to an infinitely
holy and good God, thus to trample upon his Authority

and fet at nought the moft gracious Encouragements
given to Youth. :

2. THE Acceptance of CHRIST is indifpenfibly nece[fary ;

- and therefore ’tis moff proper to be, done in the Morning
of Life. There are many other Things which may be
done or left undone, without apparent Danger : fuch are
the Things, that are fimply indifferent. There are ather
Things that feem to be convenient to render human Life
more agreeable in feveral outward Refpeéts. For Inftance,
’tis convenient to have a Friend at Court in a Cafe of Diffi-
culty : ’tis convenient to have a fkilful and faithful Ad-

‘vocate
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vocate to pleadour Caufe. 'Tis very comfortable to
have the Favour of Men, and to enjoy the Friendthip of
Neighbours. But we may rub along, and get tolerably
through the World without thefe Conveniencies. — But
the Acceptance of CHRIST is indifpenfibly neceflary.
There is an infinite Neceffity of it. No Soul can make
it do without a Friend in the Court of Heaven: there is
no Safety without an Advocate with the Father. °Tis
as neceflary to accept of CHRrIsT as it is to be faved, Fob.
3. 18. He that believeih on bim, is not condemned :  but be
that believeth not, is condemned already, becaufe be bath not
beligved inthe. Name of the only begotten Son of God. Faith
in Curist is the relative Term of Intereft, and the
Means of af7ual Title to all the Bleffings of the Covenant
of Grace. ’Tis as neceffary to accept of CurisT, as
it is to be affually interefted in the Favour of God, Rom.
5. 1.—Therefore being juftified by Faith, we bave Peace
with God, through our Lord Jesus CurisT. ’Tis as
neceffary to accept of Chrift, as it is to be delivered from
the Covenant of Works and redeemed from the Curfe of
the Law, Gal. 3. 10, 13. As many as are of the Works of
the Law are ander the Curfe: but Chbrift redeems us from the
Curfe of the' Law, being made a Curfe for us.—’Tis as -
neceffary as it is that our Perfons and Services fhould be
accepted of God : the Righteoufnefs of God would not be
illuftrated in the Juftification of a Sinner, if he juftified
him any other Way, Rom. 3. 26. Todeclare, I [ay, at this
Time bis Righteoufne[s ¢ that be might be juf}, and the jufti-
fier of bim which believeth in Jesus, Our Sacrifices, tho’
ever fo coftly ; our Duties, though perform’d with ever
fo much Care, cannot be accepted of God, unlefs we ac-
cept of CurisT : for the Sacrifices of the Wicked are an
Abomination to the Lord. _ t
WELL, if the Acceptance of CHRr1sT is of fuch indif-
penfible Neceffity, is it not moft reafonable for Perfons to
accept of him in the Morning of their Life ? Is it not
moft proper to do that firff of all, which is the moft
neceflary of alito be done? Who would not judge h}m
’ or
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* for a Madman, who would leave the mof important Con=

cerns of a Kingdom to fome future Seafon, only that

_he might firft of all procure to himfelf fome little Con-

weniencies of Life ; or that he might pleafe a vain Fancy
or gratify a Luft?— And do not the Concerns of the
Kingdom of Heaven lie at Stake as long as Perfons reje&
Curist ? What muft be thought of thofe in the Bloom

of Life, who for the Sake of fome Luft, conftantly refufe

to come and gather of the hidden Manna ? — Surely, that
which is, indifpenfibly neceflary to be done, and without
which Men are forever undone, muft, in all Reafon, be

.done in the firf Place. Don’tall prudent Men govern

themfelves by this Rule in the ordinary Coencerns of hu-
-map Life 2 Is it not 2 common Pratice to do that frf
Ain temporal Matters, which we look upon as moft neceffary

- to be done? Why then, will any of our Youth conduct

themfelves quite differently in a Matter of infinitely greater
Confequence ? Are not the Concerns of an immortal Soul
of infinitely more Importance, than any one, or a4/l the
Concerns of this mortal Life ? If they be, then is it not
moft reafonable to look well thereto. in the fir# Place 3
and therefore moft reafonable to accept of Cr1sT in the
Morning of Life?

- 3. Ti1ME is fhort amd uncertain ; and therefore the
Morning of Life .is the moft proper Sealon to accept of
CHrasT. -

Tuere are two -diftin& Things comprifed in this
Head ; viz.

(1.) Tameis fbort. It flies away upon a fwift Wing.
Hence it is compared to a Vapour or a jfbooting Star,
which reprefents the fhortnefs of its Duration. *Tis alfo
compared to @ Weaver’s Sbuttle ; to a Poff, and many
other Things which ferve to fhow its fwift Motion and

_its Shortnefs.\ The Shuttle “is thot from Side to Side in

the Twinkling of an Eye, and prefently the Quill is run
out. So the Time of Life haftens to its Period : every
' : Day
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Day leaves one Day behind it, and one lefs is before us.
The Time of Life is prefently run out. Man’s Life is
butaBlaze of Toe or fome light Materials, for a few
Moments and is gone ; ‘as the fweet Dr. Watts fays.

The prefent Moments jult Appear,
Then flide away in Hafle ;

That we can never [ay they are bere, A
But only fay they're pafi. SR

The Lamp burns but a little while : the Sun flies fwiftly.
from itsRifingto its fetting. Life fhoots forward to ems-
brace the cold Arms of Death,-and hurl us into the vaft
Ocean of Eternity. .’Tis but a few Days fincé thofe:
that have grey Hairs upon them, were little Children fig.
our Streetss =~ - .- T
Now if Time is fwiftly paffing away, and fo fhort as-it.
is reprefented to be, is it not moft reafonable to accept. of
Cur1sT in the Morning of Life 2; Thereis a great:Work.
to be dene, and but a fhort Time todo it in. . The whole:
of fo fhort a Life is too little to be employed for God, if
the youngeft fhould live to the full Age of three Score
and ten Years. ’Tis the Shortnefs of Time that the A-
poftle improves as an Argument to fpend the whole Time.
of Life for Curist, 1 Cor. 7. 29, 30.— The Time is
Jbort. It remainetb therefore, that thofe that bave Wives,
be as though they bad mone 3 and they that weep, as though
they wept not 5. and they thai rejoyce, as though they rejoyced
not 5 and they that buy, as though they poffeffednot. The:
fame .Argument our Saviour ufes, Job. 12. 35.—2¢t &
little while and the Light is with you ; walk while ye bave
the Light. And fo the Devil beftirs himfelf to the utmoft
of his Power in the Bufinefs of his Kingdom: fronr the
Confideration of the Shortnefs of his Time, Rev. 12.
12.—The Devil is come down ukto yos,baving great Wrath,
becaufe be knows that be bas but a fbors Time. -And thould
not the fame Reafon ftir up young Perfons to counter-act

the kellifp Policies of Satan ? == The fhortnefs of Life.
' ' D o . excites
*
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excites Men to carly Diligence in semporal Things : and
much more thouldit excite you to the greateft Diligence
in Things that are of esermal Confequence. If a Man had
a thoufand Pounds to make in a very fhort Time, he
would not put off that Bufinefs *till the Time was half
expired.  Or if a Man had the Offer of a fair Eftate, that
brought in a thoufand Pounds every Year ; and he might
receive a Part of the Income every Day, would he refufe
taking any Part of it the frf# balf of the Year? Should
you think him a wife Man to refufe it ? Might not he
improve his Incomes to good Advantage by receiving
them daily ?* Well, you have, for a fhort Time, the Offer
of a fair lnheritance 5 and God urges you to take fome
of its Incomes every Day : He would have you feed upon
heavenly Food, and invites you to Trade for your fpiritual
Advantage. Is it not therefore a very unwife Part to re-
fufe this Offer *till the Time is near expired ? What a
great Lofs muft you fuftain by the Negle@, if you thould
be converted hereafter? Were you now in Carist you.
might receive the daily Incomes of the Inheritance, and
make large Improvements, and fo. grow rich.in. Grace.
"~ But _ -

(2.) Time is very smcertaim  Young Perfons don’t
know that they fhall live to old Age. They have no-
Affurance of Z¢ars-or Days yet to come. Human Life
is compared to the Wind, than which nothing is more un- - |
certain, There comes up a brifk Gale, and- bids fair to-
blow for fome Time ; but many Times it is fuddenly
over, and a Calm: fucceeds. So human Life is moft un-
certain :- it fprings up and puts forth, and rifes like a frefh.
Gale, which may feem as if it would laft long, but how

-often does it fop almoft at the Beginning 2 Our Breath is

in our Nefirils = it Rands at the Door and is ready for a
Leep !' Though Perfons. are fprightly and full of Life,
they may be cut off in a Moment. How often do we-
fee the Apple nipt in the Bud, and the Flower in its
Bloom 2 How, when or where this fort [ ife fhall end

none
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pone of us can tell. Whither at Home, or Abroad ; in
the Camp or the Field ; among Friends or Enemies ; in -
the Bed or at the Table; to Day or fome fhort Time
hence, is uncertain. How foon may a fudden Cold feize
the Lungsof the moft healthy young Perfon, and end
in a wafting Confumption ? How often does a diftreffing
Pleurafy or fome other acute Diftemper make a quick
Difpatch of thofe whofe Breafts are full of Milk, and
whofe Bones are moifiened with Marrow ? Befides, there
are a Thoufand Croffes, and ten Thoufand Accidents, by
which Perfons are expos’d to be {natch’d away ina few Mo-
ments. Hoealth, Youth, Friends, Riches, Honours, Plea-
fures, Vigilence, and Carefulnefs are no Security againft che
Arrefts ofDeath. The youngeft in this Aflembly, the moft
activeand obliging, or the moft profane and carelefs may .
be the firft that {hall be fummoned to appear before God.
- . Now, if human Life isfo very pncertain as you have
heard, does not this Confideration argue the great Pro-
priety of an early Acceptance of Curist ? If itis indif-
penfibly neceffary to accept of CurisT at all, is it not
infinitely unreafonable to put it off to a future uncertain
Time ? Other Things may be omitted and a Man be
happy 3 but if the flender Thread of Life fhould be cut
off, before we accept of CHrisT, unavoidable and im-
mortal Anguith muft enfue. There is no altering the
State when itis once fix’d in anether World. And there-
fore Perfons fhould make fure of CurisT in the firft -
Place. Are you CrrisT-Defpifers unto this Day ? And
“can you be fure that you fhall not be in Hell before to--
morrow, if youreje& this Call? Is it not a- Wonder that
fuch Heaven-daring Sinners have not been fnatch’d away -
by grim Death long ago, and confign’d over.to Blacknefs
of. Darknefs forever ? '

4. Tue lowger Curist is meglecied the more difficult ' it
grows to accept of bim. “Tis true, the Work 15 egually
eafy with God, who denies or gives Ability to accept of
Curist according to his own f‘leifure.' He can convert

A a
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. a Sinner of an hundred Years Old, with ‘as: much Eafe

as if he was but a  Child now born. OId. Sinners can’t
poffibly hinder his infufing the Principles of Grace in the
Day of his Power. The Dead can as well hinder the
Infufion of a Soul into the Body, as old Sinners can hinder

* an efficacious Work of the Spirit upon -their Hearts,.

But when we confider this Work in another Light, there
is a vaft Difference between old and young Sinners. *Tis

~ far more difficult refpeting the Converfion of one thaa

another. There is Abundance more Difficulty in Prepa-
ration- Work refpe@ting one than another. - There isnot
near fo much Stubbornefs in the Will of a young Perfon
as thereis in the Will of one that is grown old in Sin.
Thofe that live many Years in the Coentempt of,CHr1sT,.
have Sin the more firmly rooted in their Hearts ; and
confequeptly, a Wark of Reformation which preceeds the
Acceptance of CHrist_is fo much the more difficalt.
Tke young Sinneris like a limber Willow, eafily put into
almolt any Shape in the moral or external Behaviour: i. e.
*Tis not near fo difficult to effect fuch a Change in him
as it is one who is grown old in Immarality. “An old
Sinner is like a flubborn Oak that flands it outin the moft-
dreadful Storms. He has been long accuftomed to Sin ;.
and by a Cuftom of Sinning, his Lufts are grown more
Head-ftrong and impetuous.  Hence, fome fuch are-
more averfe to inftituted Means of Grace ; .they are more -
cobftinately bent againft the Soul-humbling and Sin-killing
Doétrines of the Chriftian Religion ; and more attach’d
to thofe of another Nature and Tendency. *Tis not un-
common for old Sinners_to chufe a loofe Miniftry, or fuch -
Preachers as blend the Law. and Gofpel together, thereby.
to hide themfelves and go on blindfold to-'Hell in their
own Delufions. Or if they fet under the faithful Preach- .
ers of the Gofpel, yet they are fixed in their own Senti-
ments, and nothing that is faid to them or done for them

feems to have any good Influence upon- their Hearts, . -

They fear their Confciences as with an hot Iron, and feem
to be  hurried Head-long into an opea or more fecrat
- Contempt
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Contempt of CHr1sT and the grcat Salvation. By putmO'
off, their Hearts are more hardened, their Minds are more.
blinded, and God’s Anger is moremccnfed againft them,
Epb. 4. 18, 19. Being alienated from the sze of God,
through the Ignmmce that is in them, becaufe of the Blind.
vefs of their Hearts » they are paft feelmg When Peo-
ple have given themfelves up to the Drudgery of the
Devil, for a long Time, God often leaves them to judicial
Hardnefs of Heart. They bear indeed, but underfiand not =
they fee indeed, dut perceive not. God has made their
Ears beavy, and Jbut their Eyes 5 leaft they fbould bear with
their Ears, Jee with their Eyes, and uader/iand with their
Heart:, and comvert-and be bealed. . :

Hence then, how unreafonable and dangerous is it-for
young People to .neglect Cur1sT and put off the infinite
Concerns of their Souls to a future Seafon-? Is it not very
abfurd, that fuch an_imporrant Concern, which is already
attended with great Difficulty, fhould be fet afide, until it
becomes much more difficulc ftill ? s it not exceeding
unreafonable, that 2 Matter of fuch-Moment as the Salva-
tion of the Soul, ®hich is already doubtful, fhould be
neglected for the prefent, until it becomes more doubtful,.
merely to attend to fomething of infinitely lefs Confe-
quence ? Who but a Madman, would put off a Matter,
#ow attended with many Difficulties, unsil it is attended
with many more Difficulties, when the Thing muft be
done or the Perfon forever undone ? — If young People
did but exercife Reafon, they muft acknowledge it moft
proper and” reafonable_to gather of the hidden Manna, in
the Morning of their: Life, when- there is 'the lealt Diffi-
culty in the Way of obtaining. - Nothing can be more
unreafonable nor dangerous than .to neglect CarisT in
a Time of Youth, thereby to provoke God. and render
the Cafe of Sinners the more Defperate, "~ .

Ufe 1. Hencg, with what Amazement m tlmﬁ Juftly
refled upon themfelves, who bave lived till Mjd-Day, or
sowards the.going down of the Sun, and bave neyer gather"d

of
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rof the bidden Manna ! Perhaps fome prefent at this l‘imc,’

who have grey Hairs upon them, may be of this unhappy

- Number ! Have not fome of you fhut the Doors againft

CHrisT, every Day of your Life, even untill this -Mo-
ment, though your Sun is now upon the Decline ? Have
you not refufed to gather Mamna, though it has been
rained down plentifully, round about your Tents ? — Let
me befeech you to confider whether you have not put
off this momentous Concern till Middle-Age ; or even
’till your Glafs is almoft run out according to a Courfe of
Nature ? Is not the World more precious to fome fuch
than a precious Christ ? Are you not grown old in
Years, and ftill utter Strangers to the Bread of Life ? Is
Curist Food to your Souls, and Nourithment and
Strength in your declining Age ; ordon’t you find more
of a Relith for fome worldly Good ? o

RevereENcE becomes your Age ; but in Love to

,CurisT and to your Souls, fuffer me to exhort and per<

fuade you to get this Point well fectled without any fur-
ther Delay. The Time can’t be long, €’re you will
be put beyond all Means of Recovery. Opportunity will -
be foon over : this may be the laft Call that fhall ever
be given youin the Name of Curist, before youare
«called to appear before God’s righteous Tribunal. — And .
have you lived to this Age, and never had one fpiritaal
Tafte of the Bread that came down from Heaven? O why
have you ftood all the /ong Day idle 2 Whatis the Reafon
of fo much wafted Time, when you fhould have been get-
ting Bread for the Expences of your Journey ? You are
pofting on to - the End very fwiftly :- the Period ‘is juft
by : the Meflengér is at the Door : the laft Sands of
waiting are running out, and you have not made fure of
Cur 1sT. unto this Day ! By living to fuch an old Agein
Sin, your Converfion is more difficult and doubtful. - Luft
is more revited and obftinate. O what will you do when
the Day of Reft comes, and you " have fpent a long Life
in Triflesand Idlenefs ? .If you don’t make fure of CHR 15T
while you live, you can have no Benefit.of him when ‘gouﬁ
ye’
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dye. Do but caft your Eyes back upon your mifpent
Life, and then think what Apology you can make for
refufing a glorious CHr1sT forall thefe Years! Has not
the Manna been brought to your Doors ? Have you
not been exhorted to gather it up ? How often have you
been warned of the Danger of negle®ting ? And mow,
if you fhould neglet another Day, you may look back
from the other World with moft bitter Reflections upon
negleted Opportunity, and find no Redrefs! O what a
Pity it is that Confcience thould be baffled any longer !
Dear immortal Souls ! You muft wake up in Tophet a
few Days hence, unlefs you forsbwith roufe up your ftu-
pid Powers and put in for the Blefling before the Heat of
God’s Vengeance overtake you. And will that Damna-
'~ tion be tolerable, which arifes from the View of long
negleGted Mercies and moft.gracious Offers of a precious
Saviour ?  Are you willing that your grey Hairs thould
come down to the Grave whilft you are in a Chriftlefs
Condition ? O what fhal] Ifay to fuch unhappy Seuls !
Can you put Words into my Lips that will prevail with
you? Lord, teach me to fpeak fo as to prevail! O that
my Words might be cloath’d witha facred Power! O
that fome Sentence might take a faving Effe&t! Will
you be perfuaded to gather up alittle Manna before the
Sun goes down ? What Report fhall I make to Zion’s.
King ? May I fafely tell him that you are refolved never
to reft any more in your Tents ? That you will now come
" out and gather up the delicious Food #—Or muft I tell
him that you are not réfolved what to do? Or that you
intend to run the Venture, and ¢row! forward in the broad
Way ? Will you give me my Errand ? *Tis the King of
Zion that fent me ; and in his Name I make the Demand.
© that I might have an Anfwer of Peace ! O that even
now you are old, you would come forth and tafte of
the Bread of God ! O that Days might fpeak, and the
Multitude of Years might learn Wifdom ; and that while
your outward Man is perithing, your inner Man might:
be changed and favingly renewed Day by Day.. -
o , Je




32 Manna gathered in the MorNING. -

- Ufe 2, Or LamexTtaTion. If it be of fuch Impor:
tance as we have heard, for Perfons to accept of Crrisr,
then, have we no Reafon to bewail the awful Cafe of
many Youthinour Day? ’Tis anaccepted Time, and
a Day of Salvation, but many young People are fill
unperfuadable to the Things of their Peace. They live
in a Day when fome are flyingto CurisT and feeding
upon hith every Morning, but the moft of them indulge
themfelves in a plain Contempt of Grace. Moft young
People feem to chufe the Hutks of this World’s Vanity,

- and fo are ripening for Damnation fafter than ever! If
we addrefs them with - the greateft Pity ; if we cometo
them with all the Motives of the eternal World, they
implicitly bid us go away for this Time, ard—wken they

. have a more convenient Seafon they will call for us.

Now, is not the Cafe of fuch Youth deeply to be la-
mented ?  Surely, they have Reafon to tremble, leaft
God thould leave them to final Hardnefs and Impenitence.
God calls upon thém with a loud Voice, but fome refufe
with the greater Refolution! God ftretches out his Hand
of Grace and earneftly invites them to'accept of Mercy,

. but they will not hearken ! — Will you, my young Friends

who have accepted of CHrisT, look upon and pity your
former Companions, who will not have CHrIsT to reign
over them ? Look upon them and let your Eye affe& your

Heart, You fee that they refift the Power and Authority

of CurisT, and fet at nought all God’s Counfels ; and
therefore they are in great Danger of being ' deftroyed
without . Mercy. And is not this enough to excite your

Pity and fervent Prayers for them ? Confider your own

paft Dangers from whence you are now delivered, and the
prefent Mercies with which - you are blefled, and above
afl, the Honour of God which is now fupreamly dear to
you,and fee what Influence thefe Things may have upon

your Hearts, refpeting their unhappy Condition ? Is it
not a moving Thought, that when they have been call'd
by the Miniftry of the fame Word ; when they have had

Life and Death fet -before them, and wheg CurisT has

inviced
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‘mvited them to chufe Life, they flill make light of the
Invitation ? — This feemsto be a Matter that eminently
cconcerns young Chriftians. You (one would think) are
empbatically call’dupon tobewail the Blindnels and Per-
~ verfenefs of your Curist-defpifing Acquaintance, whe
are young as well as you. They are under the fame Pri-
vileges withyou: theyare under the fame Vows, and
have as much need of CarisT and his purchafed Bleffings
as you: they have fhort and uncertain Lives as well as
you: they areinas much Danger of droping into Hell,
every Moment, as you were before your Converfion.
And is itnot a painful Thoughe, that fuch precious Souls,
fuch near and dear Friends, fuch highly favour’d Youth, .
fhould be found out of Curist in the great Day of
Accounts ? Does it give yau no fenfible Pain to confides
that all the Love and Care which God has put irto our
Hearts for them, all the painful Labour and Study which
we are employed in for their Salvation, fhould be loft,
wholly loft with Regard to them. — But if this is not fo
much of a Motive, I might add, that thefe Means are
worfe than loft, as they tend to aggravate their Tor-
~ ments in Hell. Tt can’t be long before they would be
. glad to have the fame Offers of CurisT that are now
made to them ; but if this is not before Hell has {wal-
lowed them up, the Time of Hope will be ended, and
you may hear them crying, ¢ O that I had not defpifed
¢ CurisT and the offer’d Salvation! O that I had one
“ Year or Day more as a Probationer for Ecernity ! O,
¢¢ if 1 might return back from thefe Torments and have
“ alittle Space, allow’d me for Repentance! But the
 great Guifis fix’d and I muft lift up mine. Eyes in
¢« Hell forever, being in Torments !”>— O pitious Con-~
dition ! muft fome of thefe fprightly Youth leap out
of their Bodies into a World of immortal Mifery ! Muft
curfed Devils drag away their guilty Souls out of their
Bodies! Muft they appear before God and holy Angels, -
and hold up their Hands at the Bar of the great Triju-
nal to hear their drean:htl Doom ! Muft they be forc’d

. : away

3
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away from thence to the Place of Execution, and lie dowa
in Topbet where there is Fire and much Wood, which s kin.
dled by the Breath of the Lord, like a Siream of Bfimflone | —
_ Andis this a light Matter to you that are delivered by Faith
in CurisT Jesus. ‘Can you foedfily forget the Miferies
from which you are delivered ; ‘and harden your Hearts
againft your young Friends, who have no Eyes to fee nas
Hearts to pity themfelves ? You know that they can have
no Helpbutin CarisT, and you fee that they have no-
good Will to come unto him that they might have Life,
O can you fay nothing #o them'; can' you do nothing
for them that may be a Means to .prevent their. eternal
Deftruction ? Will you fee the Mifery to which they are
haftning, and not call after them ; not cry -to God for
them ; not put forth your Hand to prevent their Ruin?
Good Lord ! ftop them, for they are going on merrily
to everlafting Burnings, and none Eye feems to pity
They are in the fime Houfe, and perhaps on the fame
Seats with fome of thy dear Childten, and their Bowels
are fhut up againft them! Their wilful Damnation is
‘enough to break an‘Heart of Ssene, and yet thofe to whom
thou haft given Hearts of Flefh don’t bleed I © come in
with thy ftrong Hand, and let thine Arm rule, that they

may no more walk inthe Way of their own Heart, and
in the Sightof their own Eyest. - -

Ulfe 3. LeT me befeech the ferious Astention of thofe
‘young People, who have bitherto negletted to gather of the
heavenly Manna. God knows which and how many of
you are in.a. Chriftlefs State. I fear that many of you.are
now fo, and that fome of you will be found fo when
Curist vomes with-ten Thoufand ef his Saints to Judg-
ment. Love to God and to your precious Souls, canftrain
me to befeech you to take heed leaft you (hould be of that
unhappy Number at laft. ~ And that you might efoape
‘God’s ‘righteous Vengeance, be exborted to. accept of
CHr1sT i this Day of merciful Vifitation. — Vaft Num-

bers of young Perfons that once enjoyed your Opportu-
: nities,
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nities; it is to be fear’d, are now in Hell becaufe they
would not regard the fwect Invitations of Grace while the
Day lafted. They are put beyond all Hope: but, by
-the Grace of God, you are fpared to attend one Call more,
And will you ferioufly confider your prefent Opportunity,
and inflantly come out of your Tents and gather of the
fpiritual Mawna ? Is it not a' great Pity that you fhould
perith from under the fame Means, in the diligent Ufe
of which many of your old Companions will fafely arrive
to Glory 2 Retire into yourfelves and confider whether
you-have any Thing to offer that will excufe you or ex-
tenuate your Guilt at the Barof the great Judge. Have:
you fo-much as one Plea readyif you were now to hear
the Summons to appear before God ? If you have not,
then why do you lie ftill in your Tents? Why don’c
you come out aad gather up the Manna without any
Delay 2— You are called, invited and commanded to
come : CHRrisT callsand commands you ; he invites and
anfreats you to come. He courts you by the Preciouf-
nefs of his Bread ; by all the great and glorious Promifes'
and Blcﬂings -of hns owa coftly Purchafe. ' I calland be--
feech.you in-the King’s Name : yea, as one of his Am-
bafladors, 1 enfoym and regaire you to come inflantly out of .
your Tents and gather of the biddew Manna. ’Tis at:
your Penl if you , refufe ‘or delay one Moment longer. :
Your Biood be upen -your own:Head, if you will fhue:
_ your. Eyes; and. flop.your Ears againft an offer’d Saviour.
Wono will be the Loofers, my_young Friends, if you-
fhould defpife this Counfel ? Can’t God make it do withiout
your Lowe, that. he fo-folemnly requires: you to accept of
hisdear Son? Can’¢ a glorious CurisT be inconceivably
happy without your feeding upon his Bady arid drinking of .
his Blood? s it becaufe God is like to loofe any Thing
by. your. Dammnatips; o gain any Thing.by your Salva-
tiao, that headdreffes yop in this Manner? No 5 this is -
nqt. the: Reafon 5 bug you: ftand in'ad/blute need of what -
ke has, to beftow; you can’tbe happy without Crr 17
Yaoqmwn Necofﬁms tequire you to_came and fg:d upon -
, HRIST :
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Curist ¢ if you refufe Cur1st you refufe your own Mer=
cies : you refufe Life eternal, and chufe Death rather than
Life.. Though you fhould be reformed and become:
very ftri in Duty, yet you can’t be faved witkout
CHrisT. You may as reafonably expect that damaed:
Souls- thall be delivered out of Hell; as expect your owmr
Salvation in a Chriftlefs State. Theugh you thould: grow
demure, yet God may doomr you to HelkTorments if
you neglect Cur1sT, as juftly asa Judge may doom a
Malefa@or to the Gallows. To reject CHrisT is to make:-
God a Lyar : ’tis a Denial'of his Wifdom and Righte~
oufnefs, Truth and Mercy : ’tis a Denial of the Suffici:
ency of CHrisT’s Blood, and the Reality of the kindeft.
Offers of Pardon, Grace and Glory that are made to Sin~
ners in his Name.

TuErEFORE, in negle@ting CarrsT you implicisly fay,
that you will not have furure Bleflednefs in the Gofpel-
‘Way. You had rather forfake all Hope of Happinefs
than forfake all forCur1st.. You praiZieally declare that
you will give the Devil your Souls, if he will fecure to
you the fenfual Pleafures of this Life, — But if you had an:
inward Senfe of the dreadful Bargain you are making,
low weuld your Hearts tremble " The Thoughts' of
Deathi:and an eternal Abede in Hell, among tormented'
and mercilefs Devils would make you fhudder ! Why
then will youfeteafy in the Negle@ of Curist ?' Refu:
fing an offered Saviouris, in Effect to chufe Hell rather-
than Heaven. To chufe the Poifon of Luft ratherthan.
the Bread of Life is to chufe Hell before Heaven, as a’
Man’s drinking a Bowl of Poifon and refufing wholfome
Food, would be a. proper chufing his own Death before the
Continuance of: his Life..

. _To Concrupe:; are you willing' to be recovered out
of the Snares of the Devil, and enjoy the Bleffings of’
Grace which are offered in the Gofpel ?* Will you foberly
refolve to give thefe Things an impartial- Confideration
without any further Delay ? Or are you: unperfuadable ¥
‘ Are
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Are you fi’d upon indulging youthful Amufements for
fome Time longer? Will you run the Hazzard of loofing
your Souls,and all that is'meant by the Bleflednefs of the
coming World ? God forbid the Madnefs of fuch a Re-
folution ! O that you would hear and fear, and not with-
fland the Offers of CurisT a Moment longer! The
Cafe is not yet defperate, though you have rejeéted Mercy
to this Time. If you will come #ow, and accept of
CurisT you fhall have a Pardon. Curist is fill offer-
ing himfelf : the-Day of Grace is not yet over : CHrisT
is as ready and able to fave as ever. Wifdom crieth with-
out, fbe uttereth ber Voice in the Streets: fbe crieth in the
ebief Place of Comcourfe, in the openings of the Gates : in
the City [Be suttereth ber Words, faying, bow long, ye fimple
Ones, will ye love Simplicity, and Fools bate Knowledge ?
Turn you at my Reproof : bebold I will pour outmy Spirit
spon you; 1 will make known my Words unto you. Wifdom
eriesh upon.the bigh Places of the City : whofo is fimple, les
bim turn in bitber : as for bim that wanteth Underflanding,
e faithunto bim 5 Come, eat of my Bread and drink of
the Wine wbich I bave mingled. Forfake the foolifb and
dive: and goin the Way of Usderfanding. AMEN.

FINTIS
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