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MANNA gathered in the MORNING.

EXOD. XVI. 21.

And they gathered it every Morning.

T

HE little Word it leads us to the preceeding

Context ; where Mofes gives an Account of

the Food with which God fed the Children

of Ifrael, for the Term of forty Years, in the

Deferts of Arabia. This Food, by which God fupplied

a vaſt Multitude every Day, was called Manna : it de-

fcended every Morning upon the Dew round about their

Tents, and when the Dew was exhaled by the Sun's

Heat, they went out and gathered it up, each one an

Homer for his Share every Day. As they received it in a

miraculous Way from God, fo they were to obſerve his

Will refpecting the Time as well as the Quantity to be

gathered, for the Supply of a Day. Thus they lived

upon daily Providence, and let the Morrow take Care

for the Things of itſelf.

MANNA is called Angel's Food, (Pfal. 78. 25. ) or, as

the Learned Dr. Hammond renders it, the Bread of the

Strong. This may be to fignify, either that it was rained

down from the Clouds, and was not the Produce of the

Earth as other Food was, but more immediately from

God ; or to show the Excellency of it, becauſe it was fo

pure and folid that Angels would have received it with

Thankfulness, if they had needed any material Food for

their
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their Support. 'Twas fweet and fingularly efficacious to

preferve and invigorate the Strength and refreſh the Spirits

of thofe that eat it. Or else it may be called Angel's

Food to fhow that God gave it by the Miniftration of

Angels ; that they made it ready for the People, and

were employed to bring it down in Showers, during their

whole Travel in the Wilderneſs.

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST is the hidden Manna.

CHRIST in his Goſpel Characters, and in thoſe Comforts

and Bleffings that flowfrom him are the Antitype of that

Mannathat fell in the Wilderneſs. He came from Heaven

into this lower World as the free Gift ofGod to the Elect.

His created and uncreated Excellencies, all his Offices and

the Bleffings of his Purchaſe are furprizing to the Eye,

fweet to the Tafte, and pure and folid Nouriſhment to

the new Nature. But if we would partake of CHRIST

and his Graces we muſt come out of our Tents in the

Time appointed by God, and gather up this heavenly

Manna for outfelves and feed upon it by Faith.

OUR TEXT fays that they gathered it every Morning.

This, parhaps, will not be fo readily taken up in a fpiri-

tual Senfe as fome other Scripture Expreffions. Morning

has a various Signification ; but commonly it fignifies fea-

fonably, early, the Time of the Sun's Rifing, the Beginning

of the Day-Light and fuch like : and therefore it may

fignify tous the Beginning ofnatural Life ; early in Man's

Day upon Earth ; as foon as the Sun is up ; as foon as

the Light of Reafon begins to appear, and we are capable

of Action as intelligent Creatures. And in as much as

' tis faid they gathered it every Morning ; this may ferve

to teach real Chriftians, whither in the Bloom of Life or

old Age, that as they would honour God and live com-

fortably in this Wilderness, they must be conftant, daily,

early, every Morning in their Applications to CHRIST,

and in their Participation of the true Bread which came

down from Heaven. They must come out ofthemselves,

and gather of the hidden Manna early in the Morning,

before the Cares of the World call upon them, leaft the

Heat
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Heat ofLuft melt them down, and earthly Things poffefs

their Thoughts and Defires all the Day.

THIS is the Sonfe that appears natural enough to put

upon the Words ; and with fuch a view of them, I pur-

pofe (with God's Help,) briefly to explain, confider

and improve two general Doctrines from them, viz.

I. REAL Chriftians ought to eſteem it a Matter of great

Concern that they gather bidden Manna, or feed upon a

glorious Chrift daily.

II. THE Time of Youth, or the Morning of Man's Life

is the mostproper Seafon to gather bidden Manna, or accept

of Chrift and bis offer'd Benefits.

擎

I. REAL Chriftians ought to efteem it a Matter of great

Concern, that they gather bidden Manna, or feed upon a

Eglorious CHRIST daily. The Ifraelites were to gather

Manna every Day ; and that early in the Morning ; the.

firft Thing they did ; before the Sun was up. And this

has been the Practice of the Saints refpecting the bidden

Manna. The fweet Singer of Ifrael made it his daily Bu-

finefs, and eſpecially in the Morning. Hence ' tis faid

that he fung of the Mercies of God in the Morning ; that

• he prevented the Lord with his Prayer in the Morning ; that

he had fome refreſhing and ftrengthening Intercourſe with

God before the dawning Light. Mofes built the Alter of

Incenſe in the Morning : he went up unto the Mountin

the Morning, and the Lord defcended in the Cloud, and

food with him there, andproclaimed the Name of the Lord.

And thefe Things may ferve to teach us that they had

heavenly Intercourfe with God daily, and would not ſuffer

the Morning to flip without a believing Dedication of

themſelves to his Service all the Day.

AND every real Chriftian ought to efteem it a Matter

of great Concern : i . e . he ſhould lay weight upon it ; he

fhould imprefs it upon his Mind, and carry a deep Senfe

ofit upon his Heart, that he gathers hidden Manna : i. e.

he
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he muſtfetch in ſpiritual Supplies from a glorious CHRIST.

And this muſt be done every Morning: i. e. he muſt do

it daily, conftantly and particularly in the Morning of

every Day ; as may appear from the Confideration of

three Things.

1. THUS to feed upon CHRIST is theWay, and the

only Way to live DAILY to the Glory of God. The

higheſt End that an infinitely glorious Being can poffibly

have, in Creation, Providence and Redemption, is his

own Glory ; or the Illuftration of his glorious Attributes.

The laft End and higheſt Ambition of every true Chri

ftian is, in Heart, Lip and Life, to exalt the great Name

ofGod, by acknowledging, efteeming and reverencing

his infinite Excellency, which is reprefented in his Attri-

butes, Ordinances, Word and Works. Pious David has

expreffed the very Language of his Heart, in 1 Chron.

29. 11 , 12, 13. Thine, O Lord, is the Greatnefs, and the

Power, and the Glory, and the Victory, and the Majefty :

for all that is in the Heaven and in the Earth, is thine ;

thine is the Kingdom, O Lord, and thou art exalted as Head

above all. Both Riches and Honour come of thee, and thou

reigneft over all, and in thine Hand is Power and Might,

and in thine Hand it is to make Great, and to give Strength

unto all. Now therefore, our God, we thank thee, and

praife thy glorious Name. Hence, when a Chriftian lives

as heought always to live, he is ready to Do and willing

to Be any Thing to glorify God : his Soul and Body

and Spirit are devoted to the Honour and Service ofGod:

he is delivered from the prevailing Efficacy of Jelfish

Principles, and that felfish Religion which is the Idol of

Hypocrites ; and is taken up in admiring and adoring

God ; and, from a fpiritual Diſcovery and inward Senfe

of his glorious Excellency, his Heart burns with Defire

that his Glory and Majeſty might be feen and acknow-

ledg'd by others. — This is the chief End, and ought

to be the higheſt Ambition of every real Saint, every

Day that he lives, and every Hour and Moment ofevery

Day,
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Day, in all his Undertakings and in every step of

Profecution.

Nowdoes every true Chriftian thus Defire that the

Name of God might be glorified ? Is the Glory of God

dearer to them than allThings elfe ; Well,the Way, and

the only Way for them to live daily to his Glory, is daily

to gather and feed upon bidden Manna. A Man that

has all his Senfes lock'd up by Sleep, may as well perform

the natural Actions of one that is awake, as a Chriſtian

can live to the Glory of God without living by Faith.

Without a living, active Faith it is impoffible to please God.

Though the Matter of our Actions fhould be ever fo

agreeable to the Rule of moral Virtue, yet they can't

be done to God's Glory unless they are done in the Ex-

ercife of Faith. And who can do any Thing in the Ex-

ercife of Faith without feeding upon CHRIST ? A Man

dying for lack of Food may as well do the Buſineſs of

the full Fed, as a true Chriftian can actually defign the

Glory of God without feeding upon CHRIST by Faith :

and a true Chriſtian may as well live by Faith without

bebolding CHRIST in his perfonal and mediatorial Excel-

lencies, as live by Faith without feeding upon him. He

can as well live by Faith without refting upon CHRIST, as

he can live by Faith without tafting a facred Sweetnefs in

CHRIST. He can as well live by Faith without coming

out of himfelf to CHRIST, as he can live by Faith with-

outgathering this heavenly Manna. Therefore if a Chri-

ftian would live to the Glory of God every Day, he muft

gather this Manna every Morning. His daily feeding

upon a glorious CHRIST is a Matter of as great Impor-

tance as the daily living to God's Glory.

2. THUS to feed upon CHRIST is the Way and the

only Way fora Chriftian to get fubftantial Good to himſelf.

The Happiness of Man is infeparably connected with the

Glory of God : the Tendency of every Thing that is for

God's Glory is for the Creature's Happinefs. When a

true Chriftian's Eye is fingle, and his fupream Defire is to

B
ſpread



10 MANNA gathered in the MORNING.

fpread abroad the glorious Greatnefs and infinite Excel-

lency of God, his own Happinefs arifes fromthence bya

fweet and agreeable Neceffity. Do you feel any prefent

Want of folid and fubftantial Good for Time or Eter-

? Do you want your Minds, Wills, and Affections

regued by the Standard of Truth ? Do you complain

of inward Darkneſs, Doubts, or Anguifh of Confcience ?

Would you have your Love and Hatred, Joy and Sorrow,

Defire and Averfion, Hope and Fear under a better Re-

gimen ? The Way, and the only Way to thefe happy

Attainments is to live more conftantly in the Exercife of

Faith. Do you need more inward Peace of Conſcience

and fpiritual Confolation ; more holy Fortitude under

outward or inward Trials ; more divine Refreſhments from

the Prefence of the Lord ; or more affuring Satisfaction

ofGod's Eternal Love to your Souls ? The Way to come

at theſe Covenant Mercies is to exerciſe yourſelves in real

Godliness.

Now as real Chriftians would daily enjoy thefe Blef-

fings, they muft daily gather of the hidden Manna. A

Life of mere moral Virtue, fuch as an Heathen might at-

tain to, or a formal Profeffor may live, will not be accom-

panied with that divine Peace and Pleaſure ; nor are the

Bleffings that I have mentioned connected therewith.

Chriftians can't perform Life - Acts without going to the

Fountain of Life for renewing Vigour and Ability to per-

form them. Befide the Grace that they have already.

received, an actual Influence of the Holy Spirit is necef-

fary to enable them to exerciſe themfelves unto Godliness ;

and this they must receive from CHRIST. But do they

receive the Grace of the Spirit without comingto CHRIST

for it ? or do they ever come to CHRIST for his Spirit,

without feeding upon him ? You'll readily anſwer no.

Well, they can no more exerciſe themſelves unto real God-

linefs, without feeding upon CHRIST : they can no more

feed upon CHRIST without coming out of their Tentsand

gathering upthis heavenly Food. Hence, real Chriftians

will in vain expect prefent Happineſs, unleſs they are

-

daily
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daily gathering Manna. In the Neglect of this Duty

they may expect great Intervals to their Happineſs ; Dark-

nefs upon their Minds, both refpecting Duty and the State

of their Souls ; Deadnefs in the great Things of the

Kingdom of God ; Stupidity of Confcience ; Hardneſs

of Heart ; Weakneſs of Grace ; Increaſe of Corruption,

until at length their Hearts are overshadowed with the

Clouds of Temptation, and they are fo encompaffed about

with innumerable Evils, that they can't look up to God,

nor affert their Integrity,

3. THUS to feed upon a glorious CHRIST is theWay

wherein Chriftians may be ferviceable to others. 'Tis true,

natural Men may be ferviceable to others by a fober,

moral Life and real Chriftians may do good to others

when they are not in the fenfible Exercifes of Grace :

they may reprove, inftruct and exhort them when they

are not fenfibly influenc'd from a gracious Refpect unto

God but they are far lefs likely to ferve the moſt va-

luable Intereft of others at fuch a Seaſon than they are

when they are feeding upon CHRIST .-One great End

ofour Living fhould be Serviceableneſs to others, as you

may fee, Phil, 2. 4, 5. Look not every Man on his own

Things, but every Man alfo on the Things of others. Let this

Mind be inyou, which was alfo in Christ Jesus. And if

we live in the daily Exercife of Faith we may do them

a great deal more good than otherwife we are likely to do.

Life-Acts in moral Works, and a fhining Pattern of

Holines tend to excite the Wonder and Imitation of the

Beholders. Holy Examples are far more likely to be a

Means of fpiritual Good to others than all Reproofs and

Inftructions without them. Men are more likely to accept

of Inftructions when they are explained, from Day to Day,

before their Eyes in pious Examples, as appears from our

Saviour's Words in his Sermon upon the Mount, Matt.

5. 16. Let your Light fo fhine before Men, that they may

See your good Works, and glorifyyour Father which is in

Heaven. If we live with God, as Mofes did in the Mount,

our
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our Faces would fhine with Grace, which is an excellent

Means to induce others to glorify our heavenly Father.

4

Now, by how much the oftner we gather this living

Bread by fenfible Acts of Faith, by fo much the more

fhall we thine in real Godliness, and fo our Example will

be the brighter. Our rifing Pride and Selfiſhneſs ; our

Wantof Love to Chrift and Souls ; our lack of Forti-

tude and holy Zeal in the Things of the Kingdom fpring

from a flothful lying down in our Tents while Manna is

rained down plentifully round the Tent-Doors. And the

Deadness in Religion that accompanies fuch a ſlothful

Spirit is one great Occafion of the Carelessness that is

visible among Sinners. If we came out of our Tents and

pick'd up the Manna every Day, there would be more

Life in our moral Works : if we liv'd at the Fountain-

Head, our Pattern would be a continued Series of living

Holiness, conftantly exhibited to the view of others for a

Reproof of Wickednefs and for the Encouragement of

faint-hearted Chriftians if we gather'd of this Manna

every Morning, how free and evangelical would our

Converſation and Life be, when we were called to Bufinefs

among the Men of the World ? Or if we were called

into the Family for focial Worfhip, or to Fellowſhip-

Meetings, or to the Houfe of God, what a ferious, manly

Devotion, animated with Seraphick Terror, would ſhine

through the Affembly in every Part of religious Service ?

At Home and Abroad, in the Houſe and by the Way

our Example would teach and reprove, correct and tend

to reftrain others.

O THE great Confequence of gathering hidden Manna

every Morning ? Ifthe Glory ofGod and the Exerciſes of

vital Godliness are infeparably connected together : if to

fpread abroad God's Glory is a Matter ofgreat Concern in

Religion ifour own inward Peace and the fpiritual Wel-

fare of others are concerning Matters, then we ought to ga-

ther Manna every Morning and feed daily upon a glorious.

CHRIST.

The
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THE Application of the firft Head.

Ufe I. LEARN hence, thegreat Miftake of those who

flatter themselves that they gather Spiritual Manna every

Morning, and yet do not live devoted to God daily. Some

Perfons, yea, I fear, very many Profeffors will be found

Self-Deceivers in this Refpect. They fpeak of their fre-

quent Intercourfe with Heaven, and their high Degrees

of Communion with God, but enjoy no fpiritual Com-

munion with him at all. They have a fancied Partici-

pation of the hidden Manna, which is a mere Flow of

natural Affection ; or they make up fuch a Judgment of

themſelves from their confcientious Regard to moral Vir-

tue, while they never had any fpiritual Senfe of the di-

vine Sweetness of this heavenly Bread. Miftaken Souls !

Why may not an heathen Moralift boaſt of fuch a Pri-

vilege as well as you ? You have great Stirrings of Affec-

tion, and fo have they ; you have moral Virtues, and fo

have they. But, unleſs you have an inward Senfe of the

real Excellency of CHRIST himſelf, and from thence are

daily devoted to the great God as your chief End ; un-

lefs you find fupream Love to God and the Glory of his

great Name, govern your Hearts in Acts of Worſhip and

Obedience, you find no Scripture- Ground to conclude that

you gather this Manna. Why ſhould you once imagine

that you are feeding upon CHRIST, while Selfis above

God, and you bow down to that Idol in your Hearts ?

While you are governed by fuch a Principle can you

appeal to God that his bleffed Image is formed in you,

and that you walk before him in Holiness and Righte

ouſneſs ? Or is not all the Evidence of your gathering

Manna every Morning, this only, viz. that you are con-

ſcientious in the external Duties of the moral Law, feel

fome Stirrings of Affection once in a while, and have

fome Scripture-Promife powerfully impreffed upon your

Minds? And may not a deceived Hypocrite have all theſe

Signs of gathering Manna every Morning ? Can't Satan

imprefs the Imagination with Scripture ? May not na-

tural
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tural Conſcience excite People to Duty ? May not mere

natural Affection rife like a Land-Flood ? And confe-

quently all thefe Things may be found in the worſt Hypo-

crite on this fide Hell.

WHAT a Pity it is that Man under the Light of the

Goſpel ſhould feed upon the East Wind without Sub-

ftance of Truth ? Why fhould you conclude, or fo much

as hope that you are gathering Manna from fuch falfe

Signs as thefe ? If the Glory of God and fupream Love

to him, from an inward Senfe of his Gloriouſneſs, do

not animate and give Life to your moral Actions, you

are not gathering the hidden Manna. You lie hid in

your Tents and will not fo much as open the Door and

come out to gather it up. Why then will you delude

yourſelves with a vain Imagination ? What is like to be

the Iffue of fuch a falfe Conclufion as this would be ?

What ſtrange Language fhould we juftly efteem it, if

we heard one confidently faying, " I gather of the hid-

" den Manna every Morning, but never have an inward

" Senſe of the moral Beauty and Sweetnefs of the Per

"fon repreſented by that Metaphor. I reliſh the Be-

" nefits and Bleffings of his Purchaſe, but the fupream

" Motive ofmy liking to his Perfon is the Confideration

" of the Supports I have from him. I'm confident of

my future well Being, but I cannot fay that Sin

" is mortified, Grace is enlivened, or that I am growing

.66

in a facred Contempt ofthe World and in Heavenly-

" mindednefs." What an odd Sound, I fay, would this

make in the Ears of one that underſtood and digeſted

the Goſpel ?

Ufe II. LEARN hence, the grand Reafon why so many

real Chriftians do fo little for God and their Fellow Crea-

tures in the World. None will queftion, I prefume, but

that a great deal more might and ought to be done by

Chriſtians, in a way of Means, for the Intereft of CHRIST'S

Kingdom, and the fpiritual Good and Welfare of others.

Some that, we charitably hope, have received the Lord

JESUS
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1

JESUS CHRIST, and alſo have a natural Ability to do a

great deal towards promoting the common Intereft, feem

to ftand almost like Cyphers on the wrong Side of a Fi-

gure. They run the Round of Time, but fcarcely put

to their Hands to lift up the Name of God or promote

the fpiritual Good of Men. Perhaps they are what we

call moral Men in their general Courfe : they are tole-

rably diligent in a lawful Calling : they are juſt in their

Dealings and fober in the main of their Converfation ;

and yetfeem to do but little good in the World on re-

ligious Accounts. Once in a while they do fomething

with a fupream Regard to God, and this has a defirable

Effect. But how foon do they become formal in Duty,

and little or no fpiritual Life to be difcovered in their

moral Works. Hence, their Life is very unferviceable :

they difhonour God and are a very faulty Occafion of

the Careleſsnefs of Sinners and the Backflidings of other

Chriftians. If they meaſured their Time by the Services

they do for CHRIST and Souls, inſtead of the Revolutions

of the Sun, to what a narrow Scantling would fifty or fixty

Years be reduc'd ?

-

AND what is the Reaſon of all this, but that they neg-

lect to gather hidden Manna and feed themſelves uponpaft

Experiences ? The Main of their Recruits are fetch'd

from the Manna they gather'd fometime ago. ' Tis fel-

dom that they feed upon CHRIST by Faith : they are

grown too Indolent or too Self- righteous to come out of

their Tents and gather up the delicious Food every Morn-

ing. 'Tis too ordinary a Thing for many profeffed

Chriſtians to content themſelves with the Manna they

gather'd Weeks or Months paft ; and fome flatter

themſelves that the pious Pfalmift warrants their fo doing,

in that noted Paffage Pfal. 77. 10, 11. And I faid,

This is my Infirmity but I will remember the Yearsof the

Right Hand of the moft High. Iwill remember the Works

of the Lord : furely I will remember thy Wonders of old.

Hence they would argue that " the moral Confideration

" of paſt Experiences without a prefent feeding upon the

hidden
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" hidden Manna may juftly make them eaſy in their

66

prefent Diſtance from God." But if you impartially

confider the Text alledg'd, together with the preceeding

Context, you will find it juft the Reverſe of what fome

have brought it to juftify. The Pfalmift tells us ver. 5 .

that be bad confider'd the Days of Old and the Years of an-

cient Times, i. e. He reviewed the divine Conduct to

Saints that were before him, and called to mind his own

former Experiences : he thought of what might be the

particular Reaſon of his prefent Darkneſs and Diftrefs :

he was uſing the Means of Strength and Comfort.-But

did this ferve to make him eafy ? No, in no Meaſure,

but his Diſtreſs increaſed upon him from the Confideration

of paft Light and prefent Darkneſs, as you may fee ver.

7, 8. Will the Lordcaft offfor ever ? and will he be fa-

vourable no more ? Is his Mercy clean gone for ever ? doth

bis Promife fail for evermore ? But now in the 10th and

11th Verſes, he is brought to an inward Senfe of God's

Hand in all he viewed the glorious Truth and Faith-

fulneſs ofa Covenant God in thefe Difpenfations, and un-

der that Diſcovery he was fatisfied . But will David's

Comfort which arofe from an inward Senfe of the fo-

vereign Hand ofa Covenant-keeping God, juftify or

excufe a Chriſtian's living upon his paft Experiences ?

Indeed, if you was brought to fee God, and to have an

inward Senfe of his Covenant- Faithfulneſs in paft Defer-

tions, you might have Goſpel Peace and Satisfaction ;

but that would be far from living upon paft Experiences

in that unhappy Senſe which fome Perfons have attempted

to live. Methinks if thofe Chriftians that are now in

Heaven, who liv'd a great Part of their Time on Earth

upon paſt Experiences, were to come down toour World

again, they would be as much more zealous than other

Chriſtians in gathering the hidden Manna as they have

been carnal and indolent, and even then would be con-

ftantly filled with Bluſhes that they did fo little for God !

O let us be aſhamed to pafs one Day in that carnal Senfe

of living upon paft Experiences that confifts with living

wwwwwwwww..c

in
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in fottiſh Indolence ! May we never reft one Day without

gathering of the hidden Manna, to ftrengthen and com-

fort us in our Journey, and to animate all our Services with

intenſe Defire to honour God and be more uſeful to our

Fellow-Creatures !

Uſe III. LASTLY here, let Chriftians be exhorted and

animated to great Diligence in prefcribed Means of gather-

ing the hidden Manna. Let not one Day of your Life

paſs without ſtriving after this Bread in the Ufe of Means.

Particularly, fhun thofe Things, Places and Companions

that tend to excite an Appetite after carnal Enjoyments.

If you look back to the Leeks and Garlicks of Egypt it

will vitiate your Appetite, and you'l begin to grow

more indifferent to the Bread of Life. Keep therefore

out ofthe Way of Temptation ; keep the Body under,

and give yourſelves much to Meditation, Fafting and

Prayer. Obſerve thefe Rules as Means to keepyour Hearts

from taking up with Hufks ; as Means to bring you out

of your Tents and gather up the Manna that is rained

down about them. O let no Morning paſs without the

folemn Worſhip of God in your Tents, in your Families

and Cloſets ; and among other Petitions let this be one,

" Lord evermore give me that Bread." Cry in good

Earneft for it, and never ceafe ' till you are brought to

feed uponit. You ſhould never venture out into worldly

Buſineſs or where the Air is infected without taking an

Antidote from CHRIST : if you go into your ordinary

Calling without gathering Manna before you engage,

'twill be ftrange indeed if your Lives and Converfation are

not corrupted that Day, and fo the Grace of God in the

Heart weakened. The Ifraelites found by Experience,

when they were travelling through the Wilderneſs, that

no Way would do for them but living upon a prefent

God. What they gathered and laid by in Store putri-

fied and bred fuch an Infection as could not be born in

the Camp. And fo you'll find it, by fad Experience,

if you make the Trial, that you cannot maintain fpiritual

C Life
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Life by the Manna you gathered fome Time paft. If you

will not live upon a preſent God, but chuſe rather to live

upon paft Experiences, you'l certainly growcorrupt. Such

a Way of living will corrupt your Experiences, and bring

you under the Power of fome evil Diſeaſe. Soul- Diftempers

will increaſe upon you in the Attempt : your Hands will

grow weak, and yourKnees feeble. Self-Conceit, Worldly-

mindedness or fome other Luft will inflame your Heart,

and adulterate your Converfation . Blindnefs of Mind,

Stupidity of Confcience, Perverſeneſs of Will, Carnality

of Affection and Corruption of Judgment will grow upon

thoſe that live upon their paft Experiences. O, my Bre-

thren, fuch Soul Difeafes will foon become epidemical , un-

lefs we gather of the hidden Manna every Morning and

live upon CHRIST daily. Thefe Difeafes are infectious,

and the Plague will foon get into the Camp, and fo cor-

rupt the whole Camp of God's Ifrael, if Chriftians do

not live upon a prefent God. Therefore come out of

your Tents and gather up the Manna that lies in great

Plenty at your Tent Doors. Come and feed upon this

Manna before the burning Heat of the Sun melts it away.

Come and feed upon CHRIST daily, and the Plague that

is begun in the Camp, fhall be ftaid. This divine Food

has an healing and reftoring, as well as a fearching Virtue

in it. It cures fpiritual Blindneſs, Deadnefs of the Heart,

Stupidity of Confcience, lofs of fpiritual Appetite and

Perverfenefs of Will, and will reftore from Decays in

every Grace ; and greatly encourages and ftrengthens

chriftian Pilgrims in their Journey through the Wilderneſs

of this World.

SURELY then, we have fufficient Motive to beftir our-

felves in the Ufe of all negative and pofitive Means of

attaining this great Good. And particularly, to be much

in Prayer for the Bread that comes down from Heaven,

and gives Life unto the World. " Lord give me this

" Day, and every Day fome gracious Supplies of the

" hidden Manna, that was figured in the Wilderneſs,

" fhaddowed in the Law, and is manifefted in the Gofpel !
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" O give me this Bread daily, and teach me, in all my

" Cravings, fo to come unto CHRIST, that I may never

" Hunger, and fo to believe in him that I may never

" Thirft ! O that I might grow ftrong in the Grace of

" God, and wax bolder and ftronger until I come unto

" the full Age, and Stature of a perfect Man in CHRIST

" JESUS ; to whom be Glory forever."

HAVING Confidered and improved the first general

Head, I proceed

II. To the fecond Affertion , viz. The Time of Youth,

or the Morning of a Man's Life is the most proper Seafon to

accept of a glorious CHRIST.

To the Glory of rich and fovereign Grace, we ought

to acknowledge that fome young Perſons have more lately

accepted of CHRIST, and are gathering of the hidden

Manna from Time to Time. But alafs ! how many

Youth are ſtill feeding on Wind, and following after the

EaftWind? They purſue after Self- deftroying Courfes,

and labour for the Meat which perifhes, defpifing that

which endures to everlaſting Life. Happy it would be

if I might be inftrumental of convincing fome young

Perfons at this Time, and of perfuading them actu-

ally to accept of CHRIST in the beginning of their

Days or budding of Life. This is my Errand to you,

myyoung Friends in the Propofition juft laid down. And

to convince you of the Fitneſs and Seafonableness of the

Meffage, I come to you with the following Arguments,

viz.

-

1. 'Tis the Will of God that young People should accept

of CHRIST. You will readily grant, that whatever is

revealed as God's Will for you to comply with, is, for

that Reaſon, moſt fuitable for you to do without Delay

or Hefitation. Now, it is evidently agreeable to God's

Will that young Perfons fhould accept of CHRIST as he

is offered in the Gofpel. God infifts upon it abundantly,

and
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and ' tis at their Peril if they withſtand the clear Intima

tions of his Will.

How exprefs and plain is the Command of God in

this Point There's not a more exprefs Command upon

facred Record than that, Eccl. 12. 1. Remember Now

thy Creator in the Days of thy Youth. Here God makes a.

folemn Demand upon you with this Reafon to enforce it,

that he put forth his Almighty Arm and drew you into

Being. You have his Will expreffed in the Command ;

and he infifts upon prefent Compliance. And to the fame

Effect is that Command of our Saviour's, Matt. 6. 33.

Seek ye FIRST the Kingdom of God and the Righteousness

thereof. If this Kingdom is first of all to be fought,

then it muſt be in the Time of Youth : if first, then it

muſt be before all other Things ; and therefore instantly

without any Delay. Hence, ' tis as reaſonable for young

People now to accept of Chrift as it is for God to enjoyn

the Remembrance of him and the feeking his Kingdom.

upon them. And will any dare to ſay that God has no

Right to preſcribe the Time, as well as to enjoyn the Duty

it felf ?. If he has a Right to demand the Bloom of Life

to be confecrated to him, the neglect of CHRIST in that

Seafon is a daring Contempt of his Authority.

AGAIN ; God manifeftly approves of early Piety, and

difapproves the contrary, in feveral Scriptures where the

Command is only implied. He takes particular Notice

of fuch as accept of Chrift in the Morning of their Life :

He has more eminently appeared for fuch, than for many

other Chriſtians ; to protect them in Dangers, carry them

through Trials, Silence their Adverſaries and honour

them before Men ; and is emphatically difpleafed with

thoſe that rife up against them. Confider what the Lord

fays in this Refpect, Jer. 2. 2 , 3. Go and CRY in the

Ears of Jerufalem. (i . e. Make Bufinefs of it ; cry aloud

and ſpare not ſpeak of it as a Truth that Jerufalem ought

to take particular Notice of,) faying, thus faith the Lord,

Iremember thee, the Kindness of thy Youth, the Love of

thine Efpoufals, when thou wenteft afterme intheWilderness,

in
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in a Land that was not fown. The All -feeing God and

Proprietor of all Things takes Special Notice of early Self-

Denial and following after him through a Land of Pits.

and Deſerts : He remembers this as pleafing in his

Sight Ifrael was Holiness unto him,and the FIRST FRUITS

of his Increase ; therefore let any attempt to hurt him at

their Peril. All that devour him fhall offend, evil ſhall

come upon them, faith the Lord. Thofe may expect fome

awful Stroke, who touch the Inheritance of them that

accept of CHRIST in the Morning of their Life. They

that touch them, touch the Apple of God's Eye, and may

expect that he will ſcatter and confound them, and pluck

his young Lambs but of their Teeth. Or if God fuffer

young Converts to fall a Prey to the Malice of them that

hate Religion, yet he will give fome Tokens of his pe-

culiar Approbation of early Piety. Young Abel, though

foon cut off by his unrighteous Brother, obtained a Wit-

nefs from God to his Honour, which fhall laft till Time

fhall be no longer ; while God curfed his unrighteous

Brother, and fet a Mark upon him that he might be known

to be a bloody Man . And God has left the Witness

of his Difpleaſure againſt ſpending the Bloom of Life in

Vanity. By what we find recorded in his Word it ap-

pears that there is far lefs Hope of the Converfion of an

old Sinner than of them that are young. We are not,

indeed, to limit the Grace of God ; but the Inftances of

Converſion are very rare, compared with thofe that are

converted when they are young. ' Tis obferved by the

moſt judicious Divines that Perfons are very feldom con-

verted after they are 30 Years old . And the Scripture

feems to favour this Opinion. Hence it is faid by the

Prophet, can the Ethiopian change bis Skin ? or the Leopard

bis Spot ? then may thofe that are ACCUSTOMED to do evil

learn to do well. And that in Mal. 1. 8, 13 , 14. feems

to import as much, ifye offer the Blind for Sacrifice, is it

not evil ? and if ye offer the lame and the fick, is it

not evil ? Offer it now to thy Governor, will be be pleaſed

with thee ? Andye have brought that which was torn,

-

and
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and the lame, and the fick. Should I accept this at your

Hands faith the Lord ? -Curfed be the Deceiver- which

facrificeth unto the Lord fucha corrupt Thing - May we

not infer from hence, that putting off Soul Concerns to

the Decline of Life is very difpleafing to God and dan-

gerous to Men ?

Now, put theſe Hints together, and then fay whither

the Morning of Life is not the moſt ſuitable Time to ac-

cept of CHRIST ? Is it not evidently the Will of God

that young Perfons fhould accept of CHRIST, by what

has been already refer'd to ? Is it not a fuitable Thing

that they ſhould comply with his Will ? Has not God

given plain Commands concerning this Matter ? Has he

not left Inftances of early Piety upon Record, with his

approving Teftimony thereto, as an evident Intimation of

his.Will ? And what are theſe, but ſo many Injunctions

of Heaven that they ſhould accept of CHRIST in the

Morning of their Life. Well, is it not infinitely un-

fuitable for them to ftand out againſt the revealed Will of

God ? Can any Mortal find out a Reafon or an Excuſe

for young Perfons that dare oppofe the Will of the Great

God ? Is it not moſt unbecoming and Heaven-daring for

them to ſayin their Hearts, I will accept of CHRIST here-

after, when God calls them to come and accept of him

now ? Surely, it is infinitely provoking to an infinitely

holy and good God, thus to trample upon his Authority

and fet at nought the moft gracious Encouragements

given to Youth.

2. THE Acceptance of CHRIST is indifpenfibly neceſſary ;

and therefore ' tis most proper to be done in the Morning

of Life. There are many other Things which may be

done or left undone, without apparent Danger : fuch are

the Things, that are fimply indifferent. There are other

Things that feem to be convenient to render human Life

moreagreeable in feveral outward Refpects. For Inftance,

'tis convenient to have a Friend at Court in a Cafe of Diffi-

culty ' tis convenient to have a ſkilful and faithful Ad-

vocate
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-

vocate to plead our Caufe. ' Tis very comfortable to

have the Favour of Men, and to enjoy the Friendſhip of

Neighbours. But we may rub along, and get tolerably

through the World without thefe Conveniencies. But

the Acceptance of CHRIST is indifpenfibly neceffary.

There is an infinite Neceffity of it. No Soul can make

it do without a Friend in the Court ofHeaven : there is

no Safety without an Advocate with the Father. 'Tis

as neceffary to accept of CHRIST as it is to be faved, Job.

3. 18. He that believeth on him, is not condemned : but be

that believeth not, is condemned already, because he hath not

believed in the Name of the only begotten Son of God. Faith

in CHRIST is the relative Term of Intereft, and the

Means ofactual Title to all the Bleffings ofthe Covenant

of Grace. 'Tis as neceffary to accept of CHRIST, as

it is to be actually intereſted in the Favour of God, Rom.

5. 1. - Therefore being juftified by Faith, we have Peace

with God, through our Lord JESUS CHRIST. ' Tis as

neceffary to accept of Chrift, as it is to be delivered from

the Covenant of Works and redeemed from the Curfe of

the Law, Gal. 3. 10, 13. As many as are of the Works of

the Law are under the Curfe : but Chrift redeems us from the

Curfe of the Law, being made a Curfe for us. ' Tis as

neceffary as it is that our Perfons and Services fhould be

accepted of God : the Righteoufnefs of God would not be

illuftrated in the Juftification of a Sinner, if he juſtified

him any other Way, Rom. 3. 26. To declare, Ifay, at this

Time his Righteouſneſs that he might bejust, and the jufti-

fier of him which believeth in JESUS . Our Sacrifices, tho'

ever fo coftly ; our Duties, though perform'd with ever

fo much Care, cannot be accepted of God, unleſs we ac-

cept ofCHRIST for the Sacrifices of the Wicked are an

Abomination to the Lord.

-

1

WELL, if the Acceptance of CHRIST is of fuch indif-

penfible Neceffity, is it not moft reaſonable for Perſons to

accept of him in the Morning of their Life ? Is it not

moſt proper to do that first of all, which is the moſt

neceffary of all to be done ? Who would not judge him

for
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--

for a Madman, who would leave the most important Con-

cerns of a Kingdom to fome future Seafon, only that

he might first of all procure to himſelf ſome little Con-

veniencies of Life ; or that he might pleaſe a vain Fancy

or gratify a Luft ? And do not the Concerns of the

Kingdom of Heaven lie at Stake as long as Perfons reject

CHRIST ? What must be thought ofthoſe in the Bloom

of Life, who for the Sake of fome Luft, conftantly refuſe

to come and gather of the hidden Manna ? Surely, that

which is indifpenfibly neceffary to be done, and without

which Men are forever undone, muft, in all Reaſon, be

done in the first Place. Don't all prudent Men govern

themſelves by this Rule in the ordinary Concerns of hu-

man Life ? Is it not a common Practice to do that firft

in temporal Matters, which we look upon as moſt neceffary

to be done ? Why then, will any of our Youth conduct

themſelves quite differently in a Matter of infinitely greater

Confequence ? Are not the Concerns of an immortal Soul

of infinitely more Importance, than any one, or all the

Concerns of this mortal Life ? If they be, then is it not

moſt reaſonable to look well thereto in the first Place ;

and therefore moft reaſonable to accept of CHRIST in the

Morning of Life ?

of

3. TIME is bort and uncertain ; and therefore the

Morning ofLife is the moft proper Seaſon to
Seafon to accept

CHRIST.

THERE are two diftinct Things compriſed in this

Head ; viz.

(1.) TIMEis bort. It flies away upon a fwift Wing.

Hence it is compared to a Vapour or a shooting Star,

which repreſents the fhortness of its Duration. ' Tis alſo

compared to aWeaver's Shuttle ; to a Poft, and many

other Things which ferve to fhow its fwift Motion and

its Shortnefs. The Shuttle is fhot from Side to Side in

the Twinkling of an Eye, and preſently the Quill is run

So the Time of Life haftens to its Period : everyout.

Day
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Day leaves one Day behind it, and one lefs is before us.

The Time of Life is prefently run out. Man's Life is

but a Blaze of Toe or fome light Materials, for a few

Moments and is gone ; as the fweet Dr. Watts fays.

The prefent Moments juſt Appear,

Then flide away in Hafte ;

That we can never fay they are bere,

But only fay they're paft.

The Lamp burns but a little while the Sun flies fwiftly

from its Rifing to its fetting. Life fhoots forward to em-

brace the cold Arms of Death, and hurl us into the vaſt

Ocean of Eternity. 'Tis but a few Days fince thoſe

that have grey Hairs upon them, were little Children in

our Streets.

Now ifTime is ſwiftly paffing away, and fo ſhort as it

is reprefented to be, is it not moft reaſonable to accept of

CHRIST in the Morning of Life ? There is a great Work

to be done, and but a fhort Time to do it in. The whole:

of fo fhort a Life is too little to be employed for God, if

the youngeſt ſhould live to the full Age of three Score

and ten Years. ' Tis the Shortnefs of Time that the A-

poftle improves as an Argument to spend the whole Time.

of Life for CHRIST, I Cor. 7. 29, 30. -The Time is

fhort. It remaineth therefore, that thofe that have Wives,

be as though they hadnone ; and they that weep, as though

they wept not ; and they that rejoyce, as though they rejoyced

not ; and they that buy, as though they poffeffed not.

fame Argument our Saviour uſes, Job. 12. 35. - Yet a

little while and the Light is with you ; walk while ye bave

the Light. And fo the Devil beftirs himſelf to the utmoſt

of his Power in the Bufinefs of his Kingdom from the

Confideration of the Shortnefs of his Time, Rev. 12.

12.-The Devilis comedown unto you,having great Wrath,

because he knows that he has but a fhort Time. And ſhould

not the fame Reafon ftir up young Perfons to counter - act

the hellish Policies of Satan ? The fhortness of Life

D

The

excites
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excites Men to early Diligence in temporal Things and

much more ſhould it excite you to the greateſt Diligence

in Things that are of eternal Confequence. If a Man had

a thousand Pounds to make in a very fhort Time, he

would not put off that Bufinefs ' till the Time was half

expired. Or if a Man had the Offer of a fair Eftate, that

brought in a thouſand Pounds every Year ; and he might

receive a Part of the Income every Day, would he refuſe

taking any Part of it the first half of the Year? Should

you think him a wife Man to refuſe it ? Might not he

improve his Incomes to good Advantage by receiving

them daily ? Well, you have, for a fhort Time, the Offer

of a fair Inheritance ; and God urges you to take fome

of its Incomes every Day : He would have you feed upon

heavenly Food, and invites you to Trade for your fpiritual

Advantage. Is it not therefore a very unwife Part to re-

fufe this Offer ' till the Time is near expired ? What a

great Lofs muft you ſuſtain by the Neglect, if you ſhould

be converted hereafter ? Were you now in CHRIST you.

might receive the daily Incomes of the Inheritance, and

make large Improvements, and fo grow rich in Grace.

But

(2.) TIME is very uncertain. Young Perfons don't

know that they fhall live to old Age. They have no

Affurance of rears or Days yet to come. Human Life

is compared tothe Wind, than which nothing is more un-

certain. There comes up a brifk Gale, and bids fair to

blow for fome Time ; but many Times it is fuddenly

over, and a Calm fucceeds. So human Life is moft un-

certain it fprings up and puts forth, and rifes like a freſh

Gale, which may feem as if it would laſt long, but how

often does it ftop almoft at the Beginning ? Our Breathis

in our Noftrils it ftands at the Door and is ready for a

Leep ! Though Perfons are ſprightly and full of Life,

they may be cut off in a Moment. How often do we

fee the Apple nipt in the Bud, and the Flower in its

Bloom ? How, when or where this fhort Life fhall end

nono
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none of us can tell. Whither at Home, or Abroad ; in

the Camp or the Field ; among Friends or Enemies ; in

the Bed or at the Table ; to Day or fome fhort Time

hence, is uncertain. How foon may a ſudden Cold ſeize

the Lungs of the moft healthy young Perfon, and end

in a waſting Confumption ? Howoften does a diftreffing

Pleurafy or fome other acute Diftemper make a quick

Diſpatch of thoſe whofe Breafts are full of Milk, and

whofe Bones are moiftened with Marrow ? Befides, there

are a Thouſand Croffes, and ten Thouſand Accidents, by

which Perfons are expos'd to be fnatch'd awayin a few Mo-

ments. Health, Youth, Friends, Riches, Honours, Plea-

fures, Vigilence, and Carefulneſs are no Security againſt the

Arrefts ofDeath. Theyoungeſt in this Affembly, the moſt

active and obliging, or the moft profane and careleſs may

be the first that ſhall be fummoned to appear before God.

Now, if human Life is fo very uncertain as you have

heard, does not this Confideration argue the great Pro-

priety of an early Acceptance of CHRIST ? If it is indif-

penfibly neceffary to accept of CHRIST at all, is it not

infinitely unreaſonable to put it off to a future uncertain

Time ? Other Things may be omitted and a Man be

happy ; but if the flender Thread of Life ſhould be cut

off, before we accept of CHRIST, unavoidable and im-

mortal Anguiſh muft enfue. There is no altering the

State when it is once fix'd in another World. And there-

fore Perfons fhould make fure of CHRIST in the firft

Place. Are you CHRIST- Defpifers unto this Day ? And

can you be fure that you fhall not be in Hell before to-

morrow, if you reject this Call? Is it not a Wonder that

fuch Heaven-daring Sinners have not been ſnatch'd away

by grim Death long ago, and confign'd over to Blackneſs

of Darkneſs forever ?

4. THE longer CHRIST is neglected the more difficult it

grows to accept of him. ' Tis true, the Work is equally

eafy with God, who denies or gives Ability to accept of

CHRIST according to his own Pleafure. He can convert
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a Sinner of an hundred Years Old, with as much Eaſe

as if he was but a Child now born . Old Sinners can't

poffibly hinder his infufing the Principles of Grace in the

Day of his Power. The Dead can as well hinder the

Infufion ofa Soul into the Body, as old Sinners can hinder

an efficacious Work of the Spirit upon their Hearts.

But when we confider this Work in another Light, there

is a vaft Difference between old and young Sinners. ' Tis

far more difficult refpecting the Converfion of one than

another. There is Abundance more Difficulty in Prepa-

ration-Work refpecting one than another. There is not

near fo much Stubbornefs inthe Will of a young Perfon

as there is in the Will of one that is grown old in Sin.

Thoſe that live many Years in the Contempt of CHRIST,

have Sin the more firmly rooted in their Hearts ; and

confequently, a Work of Reformation which preceeds the

Acceptance of CHRIST is fo much the more difficult.

The young Sinner is like a limber Willow, eafily put into

almoſt any Shape in the moral or external Behaviour : i . e.

'Tis not near fo difficult to effect fuch a Change in him

as it is one who is grown old in Immorality. An old

Sinner is like a ſtubborn Oak that ftands it out in the moſt

dreadful Storms. He has been long accuſtomed to Sin ;

and bya Cuſtom of Sinning, his Lufts are grown more

Head-ftrong and impetuous. Hence, fome fuch are

more averfe to inftituted Means of Grace ; they are more

obftinately bent againft the Soul - humbling and Sin-killing

Doctrines of the Chriſtian Religion ; and more attach'd

to thofe ofanother Nature and Tendency. 'Tis not un-

common for old Sinners to chufe a looſe Miniftry, orfuch

Preachers as blend the Law and Gofpel together, thereby

to hide themſelves and go on blindfold to Hell in their

own Deluſions. Or if they fet under the faithful Preach-

ers of the Gospel, yet they are fixed in their own Senti-

ments, and nothing that is faid to them or done for them

feems to have any good Influence upon their Hearts.

They fear their Confciences as with an hot Iron, and ſeem

to be hurried Head-long into an open or more fecrat

Contempt
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Contempt ofCHRIST and the great Salvation. By puting

off, their Hearts are more hardened, their Minds are more,

blinded, and God's Anger is more incenfed againſt them,

Eph. 4. 18, 19. Being alienated from the Life of God,

through the Ignorance that is in them, because of the Blind-

nefs of their Hearts : they are paſt feeling. When Peo-

ple have given themſelves up to the Drudgery of the

Devil, for a long Time, God often leaves themtojudicial

Hardneſs of Heart. They bear indeed, but understand not :

they fee indeed, but perceive not. God has made their

Ears heavy, and fout their Eyes ; least theyshould hear with

their Ears, Jee with their Eyes, and underſtand with their

Hearts, and convert and be healed...

HENCE then, how unreaſonable and dangerous is it for

young People to neglect CHRIST and put off the infinite

Concerns of their Souls to a future Seafon ? Is it not very

abfurd, that ſuch an important Concern, which is already

attended with great Difficulty, fhould be fet afide, until it

becomes much more difficult ftill ? Is it not exceeding

unreaſonable, that a Matter of fuch Moment as the Salva-

tion of the Soul, which is already doubtful, ſhould be

neglected for the prefent, until it becomes more doubtful,

merely to attend to fomething of infinitely lefs Confe-

quence ? Who but a Madman, would put off a Matter,

now attended with many Difficulties, until it is attended

with many more Difficulties, when the Thing must be

done or the Perfon forever undone ? If young People

did but exercife Reaſon, they must acknowledge it moft

proper and reaſonable to gather of the hidden Manna, in

the Morning of their Life, when there is the leaſt Diffi-

culty in the Way of obtaining . Nothing can be more

unreaſonable nor dangerous than to neglect CHRIST in

a Time of Youth, thereby to provoke God and render

the Cafe of Sinners the more Deſperate.

Ufe 1. HENCE, with what Amazement may thofejuftly

reflect upon themſelves, who have lived till Mid-Day, or

towards the goingdown of the Sun, and have never gather"d

of
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of the bidden Manna ! Perhaps fome prefent at this Time,

who have grey Hairs upon them, may be of this unhappy

Number ! Have not fome of you fhut the Doors againſt

CHRIST, every Day of your Life, even untill this Mo-

ment, though your Sun is now upon the Decline ? Have

you not refuſed to gather Manna, though it has been

rained down plentifully, round about your Tents ? - Let

me beseech you to confider whether you have not put

off this momentous Concern till Middle-Age ; or even

'till your Glaſs is almoft run out according to a Courſe of

Nature ? Is not the World more precious to fome fuch

than a precious CHRIST ? Are you not grown old in

Years, and ftill utter Strangers to the Bread of Life ? Is

CHRIST Food to your Souls, and Nouriſhment and

Strength in your declining Age ; or don't you find more

of a Reliſh for ſome worldly Good ?

REVERENCE becomes your Age ; but in Love to

CHRIST and to your Souls, fuffer me to exhort and per-

fuade you to get this Point well fettled without any fur-

ther Delay. The Time can't be long, e're you will

be put beyond all Means of Recovery. Opportunity will

be foon over this may be the laft Call that fhall ever

be given you in the Name of CHRIST, before you are

called to appear before God's righteous Tribunal. - And

have you lived to this Age, and never had one fpiritual

Taſte ofthe Bread that came down from Heaven ? O why

have youſtood all the long Day idle ? Whatis the Reaſon

of fo much wafted Time, when you ſhould have been get-

ting Bread for the Expences of your Journey ? You are

poſting onto the End very ſwiftly the Period is juft

by the Meffenger is at the Door : the laft Sands of

waiting are running out, and you have not made fure of

CHRIST unto this Day ! By living to fuch an old Age in

Sin, your Converfion is more difficult and doubtful. Luft

is more revited and obftinate. O what will you do when

the Day of Reft comes, and you have ſpent a long Life

in Trifles and Idleneſs ? If you don't make fure of CHRIST

while you live, you can have no Benefit of him when you

dye.
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dye. Do but caft your Eyes back upon your miſpent

Life, and then think what Apology you can make for

refufing a glorious CHRIST for all thefe Years ! Has not

the Manna been brought to your Doors ? Have you

not been exhorted to gather it up ? How often have you

been warned of the Danger of neglecting ? And now,

if you ſhould neglect another Day, you may look back

from the other World with moft bitter Reflections upon

neglected Opportunity, and find no Redrefs ! O what a

Pity it is that Conſcience ſhould be baffled any longer !

Dear immortal Souls ! You muſt wake up in Tophet a

few Days hence, unless you forthwith roufe up your ftu-

pid Powers and put in for the Bleffing before the Heat of

God's Vengeance overtake you. And will that Damna-

tion be tolerable, which ariſes from the View of long

neglected Mercies and moſt gracious Offers of a precious

Saviour ? Are you willing that your grey Hairs fhould

come down to the Grave whilft you are in a Chriſtleſs

Condition ? O what fhall I fay to fuch unhappy Souls !

Can you put Words into my Lips that will prevail with

you? Lord, teach me to ſpeak fo as to prevail ! O that

my Words might be cloath'd with a facred Power ! O

that fome Sentence might take a faving Effect ! Will

you be perfuaded to gather up a little Manna before the

Sun goes down ? What Report fhall I make to Zion's

King ? May I fafely tell him that you are refolved never

to reſt any more in your Tents ? That you will now come

out and gather up the delicious Food ? Or muft I tell

him that you are not refolved what to do? Or that you

intend to run the Venture, and crawl forward in the broad

Way? Will you give me my Errand ? 'Tis the King of

Zion that fent me ; and in his Name I make the Demand..

O that I might have an Anſwer of Peace ! O that even

now you are old, you would come forth and taste of

the Bread of God ! O that Days might ſpeak, and the

Multitude of Years might learn Wiſdom ; and that while

your outward Man is perifhing, your inner Man might

be changed and favingly renewed Day by Day.

Ufe
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Ufe 2. OF LAMENTATION . If it be of fuch Impor-

tance as we have heard, for Perfons to accept of CHRIST,

then, have we no Reafon to bewail the awful Cafe of

many Youth in our Day ? 'Tis an accepted Time, and

a Day of Salvation, but many young People are ſtill

unperfuadable to the Things of their Peace. They live

in a Day when ſome are flying to CHRIST and feeding

upon him every Morning, but the moſt of them indulge

themſelves in a plain Contempt of Grace. Moft young

People feem to chufe the Huſks of this World's Vanity,

and fo are ripening for Damnation fafter than ever ! If

we addreſs them with the greateft Pity ; if we cometo

them with all the Motives of the eternal World, they

implicitly bid us go away for this Time, and when they

have a more convenient Seafon they will call for us.

---

Now, is not the Cafe of fuch Youth deeply to be la-

mented ? Surely, they have Reaſon to tremble, leaſt

God fhould leave them to final Hardneſs and Impenitence.

God calls upon them with a loud Voice, but fome refuſe

with the greater Refolution ! God ſtretches out his Hand

of Grace and earneftly invites them to accept of Mercy,

but they will not hearken ! Will you, myyoung Friends

who have accepted of CHRIST, look upon and pity your

former Companions, who will not have CHRIST to reign

overthem ? Look upon them and let your Eye affect your

Heart. You fee that they refift the Power and Authority

of CHRIST, and fet at nought all God's Counfels ; and

therefore they are in great Danger of being deſtroyed

without Mercy. And is not this enough to excite your

Pity and fervent Prayers for them ? Confider your own

paſt Dangers from whence you are now delivered, and the

prefent Mercies with which you are bleffed, and above

all, the Honour of God which is now fupreamly dear to

you, and fee what Influence thefe Things may have upon

your Hearts, reſpecting their unhappy Condition ? Is it

not a moving Thought, that when they have been call'd

by the Miniſtry of the fame Word ; when they have had

Life and Death fet before them, and when CHRIST has

invited
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-

invited them to chufe Life, they ſtill make light of the

Invitation ? This feems to be a Matter that eminently

concerns young Chriftians. You (one would think) are

emphatically call'd upon tobewail the Blindneſs and Per-

verfenefs of your CHRIST-defpifing Acquaintance, who

are youngas well as you. They are under the fame Pri-

vileges withyou : they are under the fame Vows, and

have as much need of CHRIST and his purchaſed Bleffings

as you they have fhort and uncertain Lives as well as

you they arein as much Danger of droping into Hell,

every Moment, as you were before your Converſion.

And is it not a painful Thought, that fuch precious Souls,

fuch near and dear Friends, fuch highly favour'd Youth,

fhould be found out of CHRIST in the great Day of

Accounts ? Does it give you no fenfible Pain to confider

that all the Love and Care which God has put into our

Hearts for them, all the painful Labour and Study which

we are employed in for their Salvation, fhould be loft,

wholly loft with Regard to them. But if this is not fo

much of a Motive, I might add, that theſe Means are

worse than loft, as they tend to aggravate their Tor-

ments in Hell. It can't be long before they would be

glad to have the fame Offers of CHRIST that are now

made to them ; but if this is not before Hell has fwal-

lowed them up, the Time of Hope will be ended, and

you may hear them crying, " Othat I had not defpiſed

" CHRIST and the offer'd Salvation ! O that I had one

"Year or Day more as a Probationer for Eternity ! O,

" ifI might return back from theſe Torments and have

" a little Space allow'd me for Repentance ! But the

great Gulfis fix'd and I muft lift up mine. Eyes in

" Hell forever, being in Torments !"-Opitious Con-

dition ! muſt ſome of theſe ſprightly Youth leap out

of their Bodies into a World of immortal Mifery ! Muft

curfed Devils drag away their guilty Souls out of their

Bodies ! Muft they appear before God and holy Angels,

and hold up their Hands at the Bar of the great Tribu-

nal to hear their dreadful Doom ! Muft they be forc'd

66
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away from thence to the Place ofExecution, and lie down

in Topbet where there is Fire andmuch Wood, whichis kin

dled by the Breath of the Lord, like a Stream of Brimftone !

And is this a light Matter to you that are delivered by Faith

in CHRIST JESUS . Can you fo eafily forget the Miferies

from which you are delivered ; and harden your Hearts

againſt youryoung Friends, who have no Eyes to fee nor

Hearts to pity themfelves ? You know that they can have

no Helpbut in CHRIST, and you fee that they have no

good Will to come unto him that they might have Life.

O can you fay nothing to them ; can you do nothing

for them that may be a Means to prevent their eternal

Deftruction ? Will you fee the Mifery to which they are

haſtning, and not call after them ; not cry to God for

them ; not put forth your Hand to prevent their Ruin ?

Good Lord! ftop them, for they are going on merrily

to everlaſting Burnings, and none Eye feems to pity !

They are in the fame Houfe, and perhaps on the fame

Seats with fome of thy dear Children, and their Bowels

are fhut up against them! Their wilful Damnation is

enough to break an Heart of Stone, and yet thofe to whom

thou haft given Hearts of Fleſh don't bleed ! O come in

with thy ftrong Hand, and let thine Arm rule, that they

may no more walk inthe Way of their own Heart, and

in the Sight of their own Eyes !

Ufe 3. LET me befeech the ferious Attention of thofe

young People, who have hitherto neglected to gather of the

heavenly Manna. God knows which and how many of

you are in a Chriftlefs State. I fear that many ofyou are

now fo, and that fome of you will be found fo when

CHRIST Comes with ten Thouſand of his Saints to Judg-

ment. Love to God and to your precious Souls, conftrain

me to beseech you to take heed leaſt you ſhould be of that

unhappy Number at laft. And that you might eſcape

God's righteous Vengeance, be exhorted to accept of

CHRIST in this Day of merciful Vifitation. - Vaft Num-

bers of young Perfons that once enjoyed your Opportu-

nities,
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nities, it is to be fear'd, are now in Hell becauſe they

would not regard the ſweet Invitations of Grace while the

Day lafted. They are put beyond all Hope : but, by

the Grace of God, you are fpared to attend one Call more.

And will you feriously confider your prefent Opportunity,

and inftantly come out of your Tents and gather of the

fpiritual Manna ? Is it not a great Pity that you ſhould

perifh from under the fame Means, in the diligent Uſe

of which many of your old Companions will fafely arrive

to Glory ? Retire into yourſelves and confider whether

you have any Thing to offer that will excufe you or ex-

tenuate your Guilt at the Bar of the great Judge. Have

you ſo much as one Plea ready if you were now to hear

the Summons to appear before God ? If you have not,

then why do you lie ftill in your Tents ? Why don't

you come out and gather up the Manna without any

Delay ? You are called, invited and commanded to

come : CHRIST calls and commands you ; he invites and

intreats you to come. He courts you by the Preciouf-

nefs of his Bread ; by all the great and glorious Promifes

and Bleffings of his own coftly Purchaſe. I call and be-

feech you in the King's Name : yea, as one of his Am-

baffadors, I enjoyn and require you to come inftantly out of

your Tents and gather of the bidden Manna. ' Tis at :

your Peril if you refuſe or delay one Moment longer..

Your Blood be upon your own Head, if you will ſhut

your Eyes, and ftop your Ears againſt an offer'd Saviour.

-

!

WHO will be the Loofers, my young Friends, if you

fhould defpife this Counfel ? Can't God make it do without

your Love, that he fo folemnly requires you to accept of

his dear Son ? Can't a glorious CHRIST be inconceivably

happy withoutyourfeeding upon his Body and drinking of

his Blood ? Is it becauſe God is like to looſe any Thing

by your Damnation, or gain any Thing by your Salva-

tion, that he addreffes you in this Manner? No ; this is

not the Reaſon , but you ftand in abfolute need of what

he has to beftow : you can't be happy without CHRIST.

Your own Neceffities require you to come and feed upon

CHRIST :

*
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CHRIST ifyou refufe CHRIST you refufe your own Mer-

cies you refufe Life eternal, and chufe Death rather than

Life. Though you fhould be reformed and become

very ſtrict in Duty, yet you can't be faved without

CHRIST. You may as reaſonably expect that damned

Souls fhall be delivered out of Hell, as expect your own

Salvation in a Chriftless State. Though you should grow

demure, yet God may doom you to Hell-Torments if

you neglect CHRIST, as juftly as a Judge may doom a

Malefactor to the Gallows. To reject CHRIST is to make

God a Lyar : ' tis a Denial of his Wifdom and Righte

ouſneſs, Truth and Mercy : ' tis a Denial of the Suffici-

ency of CHRIST's Blood , and the Reality of the kindeſt .

Offers of Pardon, Grace and Glory that are made to Sin-

ners in his Name.

THEREFORE, in neglecting CHRIST you implicitly fay,

that you will not have furure Bleffednefs in the Gofpel-

Way. You had rather forfake all Hope of Happineſs

than forfake all for CHRIST. You practically declare that

you will give the Devil your Souls, if he will fecure to

youthe fenfual Pleaſures of this Life. -But if you had an

inward Senfe of the dreadful Bargain you are making,

how would your Hearts tremble ! The Thoughts of

Death and an eternal Abode in Hell, among tormented

and merciless Devils would make you fhudder ! Why

then will you feteafy in the Neglect of CHRIST ? Refu-

fing an offered Saviour is, in Effect to chufe Hell rather

than Heaven. To chufe the Poiſon of Luft ratherthan.

the Bread of Life is to chufe Hell before Heaven, as a

Man's drinking a Bowl ofPoiſon and refuſing wholſome

Food, would be a proper chufing his own Death before the

Continuance of his Life..

TO CONCLUDE ; are you willing to be recovered out

of the Snares of the Devil, and enjoy the Bleffings of

Grace which are offered inthe Gofpel ? Will you foberly

refolve to give thefe Things an impartial Confideration

without any further Delay ? Or are you unperfuadable ?

Arc
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Are you fix'd upon indulging youthful Amuſements for

fome Time longer ? Willyou runthe Hazzard of loofing

your Souls and all that is meant by the Bleffedness of the

coming World ? God forbid the Madneſs of fuch a Re-

folution ! O that you would hear and fear, and not with-

ftand the Offers of CHRIST a Moment longer ! The

Cafe is not yet defperate, though you have rejected Mercy

to this Time. If you will come now, and accept of

CHRIST you fhall have a Pardon. CHRIST is fill offer-

ing himſelf the Day of Grace is not yet over : CHRIST

is as ready and able to fave as ever. Wisdom crieth with-

out, he utterethber Voice in the Streets : fhe crieth in the

chief Place of Concourſe, in the openings of the Gates : in

the City he uttereth ber Words, faying, bow long, ye fimple

Ones, will ye love Simplicity, and Fools bate Knowledge ?

Turnyou at my Reproof : bebold I will pour out my Spirit

upon you; I will make known my Words unto you. Wisdom

erieth upon the bigh Places of the City : whofo is fimple, let

bim turn in bither : as for him that wanteth Understanding,

be faith unto him ; Come, eat of my Bread and drink of

the Wine which I have mingled. Forfake the foolish and

live: and go in the Way of Understanding. AMEN.

FINI S.
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