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F R E E D O M
From CI1 VIL and ECCLESIASTICAL

s L AV E R Y,

THE PURCHASE OF
c H R I S T
,.. , | | ——

My benevolen: Tovsfmen and other bearers,

*w@%ROM a fenfe of my incapacity, and
% ’)iév?yég the {hortnefs of the time allowed me
@Al to prepare, 1 repeatedly declined
*BEEHX fheaking in public, on a day fet apart
toCommemorate the bloody Maflacre, the bar-
barous butchery at Bofton four years ago. And
when 1 looked over the excellent peices that
have been printed on that forrowful occafion,
1 thought very little new could be offered, and
theretfore felt the greater inclination to be ex-
cufed, But the importunity of friends which
finally overcame me, I hope will be a fufficient
anology, and engage your candour in hearing,
while I offer a few things inferred from
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GALATIANS, Chap. s Ver. 1

Stand faft therefore in the Liberty wherewith CHRI1S T bath made
you free, and be not cniangled again witd the yoke of bendage.

GNORANCE, pride, covetiou(nefs, or the luft of power, has, in all
ages, influenced many men to exert themfclves many ways, to fix a
yoke of bondage uprin the necks of fome of their brethren. [he Jewith
Do&ors being ignorant of that freedom whichChrift gave hie true tollow-
ers by his obedience and deatn, ufed their utmoft art to enllave their bre-
thren by the rites and obferxa: ccs of the ceremonizl law, and when our,
Apoftle oppofed then, no doubt their pride and coveruoufnefs wrought
fervenily, as their gain and fovereignty were in danger of being eatirely
muzzled. And had they obtained their end in brinzing this yoke upon the .
Gentile converts, yet even then, they would not have been eafy, for they
were never able to bear it themfclves. -

BurT there are other ways of enflaving men, befides by burdenfome
rites : Burdenfom taxes laid upon them without their confent, whether in
the State or in the Church, are a {inful yoke of bondage,

~As to the STaTe ; Our patriotic brethren in BosTow, have juftly ob-
ferved on one of thefe anniverfasy occafions, that a noble attachment ta a
free consTiTUTION raifed ancient Romx ¢ from the fmalleft beginings
“ to that bright fummit of happine{s.and glory to which fhe arrived ; and
‘¢ it was the lofs of this which plunged her from that fummit inio the
“ black gulph ot infdmy and flavery.”

Ao we fhall adJ, the fame fpirit of liberty prevailed in Chiitian Rome
at the firft embracing Chriftian principles : But they were foon difpofed
to enflave their brethren refpedting matters of religion, as they had done
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in the ftate before they embraced the Chriftian faith, Their m~rchan-
dize ai:d hire were foon empleyed fot {weet incenle and coftly perfumes,
to ferve the pride and luxury of the great; until at laft, haughty Popes
and Prela-es ufurped a tyrannical power over the confciences of men and
drew money out of their pockets, for perlons and indulgencies, and for
praying them out of purgatory, which was to their deftrufiion and *not
to their falvation.

It would not have been quite fo dark, had the yoke never been put
upon the necks of prot¢ftants ; but peifocution for confcience fake—im-
priloninent, confifcation of goods, banifhment and even death, have aften
been pradiifed fince the reformation, and in proeftant nations too. Nor
would it be neceflary to go out of England and Secotland for many inftans
ces of fuch flagrant wickednefs.—But can we pretend that New- England
ever attempted to lay a ycke of bondage vpon any of its inhabirtants, for
confcience lake 2 Here we (hall {pread a vicl over aur fore-rathers, and
leave their extraordinary condu@ with that God who judgeth righteous
judgmeat. Weneed not go back for proof to make it appear, that men
have endeavourcd to erflave their brethren in ecclefiaftical concerns : for
all thofe that forcib.y take away the moncy or property from their honelt
neighbours to fupport a minilter which they cannot in confcience atterd,
arec guilty of fpriuzl tyranny : They take away their money or lay a
kax vpon them without their confent, and difenable them to fupporr rhe
worfhip of God agreeable to the diQates of their own coniciences. And
if this is not enfllaving men in their moft important interefts, in the
name of wonder, what is ? Our neighbours* have been convenc d of

P,

* New Hampfhire,
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cheinjuttice of fuch a praice, and have granted libesty of confcience to
“all denominarions of proteftants. Nor do I know of any province in
New-England, in this enlightened agE of liberty, but what has done the
fame, except T H IS, which is foremoftin efpoufing the caufe of civil
liderty. But violence and fpoil are ft:il heard in our dear province. It
has relieved Epifcopalians, Anabaptifts and Quakers, but fill keeps the
yoke of bondage upon the necks of Calzinifts.* Thele, though they are

&

# By Calvinifts is meant the who'e of thofe do@rines which are ufually calied Cal-
viniflic as they are contained in the Weflminfier, New-England and other proteftant
confeflions of faith, that we are generally acquainted with, or at leaft might to be, allo
the govern:nent of the church agreeable to the Calviniftic or Piefbyterian plan. ———
Both the doftrines and government referred to, we apprehend are founded on the fcrip-
tures ; and, viewing theém in this light, we are careful to regard them—==not meerly as
terms of peace, but as teims of flated communion.

For men to fay that t'hey chearfully take the holy feriptures for their rule, is, in our
epinion, too uncertain to be received as a teft of their orthodoxy in the faith, or their
2greement in worfhip and government ; foras to the fuith, it is well known, that a-
vowed Arians, Pelagians, Arminiansy Scanians, Antinomiansy &c. &c. wiil as readily
fay that they take the holy fciiptures for their ru'e, as the fricef Calvinifis: But rea-
fon itfe!f teaches, that words and fyllables, in cur Englifh Bitle, do rot, but fenie and
meaning do determine whither, and how far men agree with the werd of God, We
apprehend it'ncccﬂ}.y to be kiown what fenfe men put upbn the {criptures, in the dil-
tinguithing do&:ines of Chriftianity, in order to occafional communion with them 3
and Lbow, orin what fenfe they underftand the fcriptures relative to church govern-
mient, in order to ftated communion. We are fully perfuaded that it is ewing to the
ranoum way of fettling minifiers and churches, together with a vile contempt of creeds

" ard confcflions, that has been the guilty caufle of the many confuflions and Ciftrefics
inthe lumd,  No fort of church government fixed, but all is managed to {uit the talle
of the party concerned ; and ali confellions of faith, by which the feale and meaning

- ——
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and through the fhifting fcenes of ftate affairs, have been as dutiful
fubjets as ever the House of HaNover had, muflt be kept in flavery ;
while we as one united body are pleading for liberty,

Bressep be God the feveral congregations in this town, have bonoured
themlelves and done juttice in this affair, by cordially agreeing in one
united application to our ASSEMBLY with fuccefs, that each religious
focicty 1n the town, thould be obliged to pay minifterial charges ¢ where
th.y mect for public worfhip” and they are exempted from ¢ paying to-
wards the fupport of the miriitry, and from other incidental charges at
ary other place than where they att:ad.” This is truly becoming the fons
of Liberty, and weil worthy the imritation of every town in the province.
It is no more than our excell.nt CHARTER allows us, though, it
is pleaded, our laws made for '‘ccrLesiasTicaL affairs abridge us of
this Liberty.

WERE thefe equitable principles which have been the price of blood,
propagated in eccl/fikjlical as warmly as in civil concerns, there would be

of fcripture may be known, are fet afide.—Hence, all feem to jumble together, and
make meer hsdge pedge. Yet we hope better chings of fome, though wethus fpeak ; and
8s to ourfclves, we openly declare we cannot receivs doctrines in a fenfe counter to
the ftandards which we have folemnly fubfcribed, We apprehend that upon thg
ftriteft examination they will fland the teft, and asto church government, we think
it does not depend upen the capricious bumours of men, but is of divine original, brith
as to the thing itfelf, and the way of adminiftration. Yet if any are otherwife minded
refpe&ing government, we are far from flriping them of the Chriftian chara8er, pro-

vided they fimly adbere to the great do&rines of Chriftianity, which dlﬁmgulﬂl that
fiom all other seligions in the world,

C
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much more peace and focial happinefs in our parithes than has generally
prevailed among us. But whether this privilege be granted to the churca
or not,yet I am fure thelaw of realonand equity will ftand up in favour
of it |

Taoucs [ have obferved ¢ with high fatisfa&tion, the z=al and exer-
tions of the Americans in defence of their rights and liberties” of a civi]
kind, and earncftly with that He who holds the univerfe in his hands, may
crown their warmeft effoits with everlalting fuccefs—Yet I own it looks
odd to me, that a Province which holds on ecclefiaftical tyranny beyond
all her fifler colonies thould be foremoft in her artemypts and pleas for civil
liberty,—Nor can I groundedly hope for the fmiles of Heaven upon us,
in our utmoft efforts, if we endeavour to enflave our Ciariftian brethren in
their ecclefiaftical concerns; for while we plead for liberty on one hand,
and promote ilavery on the other, our principles are too contralted and
corrupt ; and if we regard oppreffion in our hearss the L rd will not
hear us, Chriftian hiberty, both civil and ecclefiafl.cal, is the preacefd
blcling of the kind, that we can enjoy ; and therefore 1o be deprived of
cither, is the greateft injury we can fuffer; and whoever they be thar at-
tempt to hold us in the claws of tyranry, muft be heineous offenders in the
fightof Ged.  All attempts to juftity flavery, are but the feebie endea-
vours of {elfithnefs to oppofe the law of nature and divine reveiation, and
ferve to fhow us the weaknefs of tlic judgment and the wickednels of

the human heart,

I wisuand earneftly pray that our patriotic TJoufe of Reprelentatives
may be infpired to exert themielves,in the wifeltand moft effectuai way,to
U - y . :
PY* - end to all civil and ccclefiaftical of preflion, and to make liberty e-
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qual to all men inhaliting the province.~—This, this would immortalize
their names, and all the fons of liberty would rife up and call them blefled.

When that time commences it will be a token for geod that juftice will
run down our ftreets as waters, and righteoufnefls as a mighty ftream,

But whether {uccefs attends our endeavours or not, it becomes us,
as men and chriftians, to aflert our natural and conflitutional privileges
-—never to give them up, but if pofiible to recover and defend them a-
gainft all malicious claims of haughty and covetious tools of arbirrary
power, they are alegacy left us by Chrift, the purchafe of his blood.
And will any tamely fubmit to be entangled with the yoke of bondage,
now Chrift has made us free!

SureLy, My Friends and 7ownfien, you will be very jealous for the
defence for our excellent conftitution, and where a breach is made upon
ic you will earneftly contend for its being healed.  Neither the high no-
tions of the Britith Parliament, nor the groundlefs prejudices in this Pro.
vince, fhould intimidare your minds. Where is the brave fpirits of our
Fore-{athers that ventured life and all that was dear to them, rather, than
give up their privileges to the pieafure of Sir Edmund Androfe and his
creatures | Sure, in this 2nlightned age of liberty, you will not readily
yeild to flavery, Now natural and conflitusional rites are fo well under.
flood, and appear {o reafonable you cannct defert the caufe, nor grow
indifferent about it, I perfwac =z myfelf, that you, in combination with
our breihren, will be more luccclsful than our mother country has fome
times been, in preferving that reverance and authority which is due to
chnlian liberty,

I rstvy rather than hate the Britifh parliament, in theic tyranni- ~1€n-
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timents refpecting the Colonies. We chufe to be as onc body—like
Ferifalem, as a City CCMPACT together. We defire to live in con-
ncction with Great-Britain, in a fweet harmony, and are grieved (o fce
the difpotiim thac 1s breaking us afunder. 1 pity the j.Jace-men and
p.nlioners in this Province, who are ftiiving by public meafures among
ourlclves, and private letters to men abroad, to keepupand increale the
alienation between us and our mother countiy. I wifh the bleeding
wounds may be thoroughly healed, and the true inverefts of Church and
Stare may govern all denominations in their future contells, and regu-
late ali their claims: They were defigied to be mutual benefits; and if
they wcre cordially uniied in the trut,, we might be led forth in the
right way of peace, by the hand of Mefes and daron.  May the vir-
tuous on both fides endeavcu-, by all prubable means, to remove all
grounds of complaint, ard reftore equaal Libertics—If every one upright-
ly confidered his own happiaefs as a part of the whole, and infeperable
from it, he would fee! no difpofition to enflave any.  All would chear-
fully fubmit to a righteous government in church and flate ; for they
would find ali turn to general geod, fricnd(hip and gratituce would be
reftored between Great-Britain and her Colonies, love and peace between
the various denom’nations of proteitant chriftians.—Church and ftate
would be murtual helps in this province ; and as we are beautiful for fitu-
a'ion. we fhould foon be the joy of the whole land. Nore would be
tax d without his confent, to fupport a miniftry he conlcientioufly diffent-
ed ron  The enemies would nut roar in parihes, nor break down the
carved work with axes and hammers 3 the tame public fpirit would reign
in all orders and conditions ot men, which reigned in Chrift Jelus.—If'a
" of Chiffian benevolence was propetly cultivaied in all the d:fferent
dafles,p o, lines would not bind any one to pay their moncy to fupport a
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worfhip which they efteemed corrupt, but where they could with peace
and comfurt {et down with their brethren; and this would not leficn the
exient of good order and pleafure nor fhorten their duration,

But when fhall this happy 2ra commence! Not in the StaTE, a9
long as fleets and armies are palmed upoa us, to threaten diftruéion n
atime of peace—Not as long as the parliament of Great-Britaia firive
te tax us without our confent,

Tue fhocking effe@s of thefe violent mealures we have already fele
by the ever memorable tragical fcene ac Boﬂ'an four vears ago! We
mourn with our brethren, that the fons of violence and blo .d were ever
fuffered to parade the ftreets of our Metropolis! We feel for them, who
faw their Rreets ftained with 1NNOCENT BLOOD, by worfe than buscher-
ing Soldiers! Should the Lord arraign the blood-thirfty crew as he did
Cain, they might add rebellion to their other fin, as he did : But if they
thould hear GOD fay,  What have you done! The voice of your bre-
threr’s blood crieth unto me from the ground ;” chey would be ready to
cry, *“ Our punithment 18 greater than we can bear :” Tney would feel
themfelves cut off from the church, and forbid to bring any more vain
oblaiiors, unpardoned guilt would fill their fouls with continual terror,
May the awful catafrophe of that evening be ever deeply engraven up.
on our hearts as it is this day !

I READILY own that I feel upon my mind a great averfion to all en-
flaving meafures, and a ftrong defire tor public liberty. T with to fee all
thofe fe'ters which parliaments have endeavoured to fix upon us, done

Ib,

Away. Wien will the time come, that fleets and armies fhall be rec-*
D
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aud berter eraployed than to threaten us with bondage and death ! 1
could alfo wilh for the pcace and happinels ot the church; and there-
tore, hat all denominat.ons of pr.teftants might be at literty to (cek
their edification in thofe worfh:ping affemblies with which they agree in
fentimenr, and be dicharged frsm minifterial taxes to any but where
they attend, as it is in this town, through the benevolent application of
1ts inhabitants, We fee many fad confequences of violence in the church;
we have tricd force long enough to convince us that we have no reaton
to be proud of the experiment. Methinks a collector has as much rea-
fon to tremble at the face of an hone® man when he demands his money
or properry in ‘uch a cafe, as a thief would Fave at the fight of a (henff,
What bencfit has ever accrued to people by the plunder of honelt men,
who foberly d:flent from their brethren—rhe confequence of fo much
injuftice has been to excite people to devile feveral ichemes to got rid of
their fetters, Belides, it is attended with a general lofs of ciedit and
corfidence in one ancther, It req'uircs no great degree of virtue aad
wildom in a court to put a ftop to fuch gains of ungudlinels.

Bur a fpirit of liberty is wanting, even among thofe chat are plea finy
for liberty. and dread flavery. The Church as well as the Stare moit
be founded on principles of juftice, benevolence ard modera.ion, or th-re
can be no prace The wifdum that is from above is firlt rure, then pea.e-

eble—ULut envy and ftrife arife from beneath,

I precume not to diftate the legiflators of the people : Butit is our
duty as Minfters of Chrift, to open the nature of juftice and cpprefli-
on - We bhave a right to fay that what any man can call 25, mutl re-
maiu bis, he agrees to part with it and if it is aken away by foree,
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it is an a& of injufiice. Juftice will regulate the happinef: of church
and ftate; but oppreflion will promote their mifery. By what bond fo-
cic'y and focial hapoinefs will be promoied, 1know not, as long as they

b:re and devour cac another.

Ricuteousnrss and mercy are due to all men, efpecially to thofe
with whom we are nearly conneéted.  The law of nature and the writ-
ten law of God, cught ty be the great maxims of all civil and ecclefi-
:Micai policy. 1t is truely furpnfing to obferve, how lowly the prin-
<. les of freedom prevall refoetting v.e Church in a land fo warmly en-
gaved for liberty in the State. 1t has been the policy ot fome, who are
z:alous fur liberty, tolay their brethren vader the fevereft reflri®ions on
religious accourts, though doubdels if proper freedom was granted,
the whole boly wuuld fiel the bleflings of it ; for the moft effc&tual me-
thod of receiving good fiom others is to do good to them, Equal liber-
ti. s granted to all demominations, would naturally tend to beget affecti-
orate union, The time [ am perfwaced will come, when the ieltraints
laid upcen fome chriflians, and the violence ufed towards them will ceafe,
aad there will be as great freedom in the Church as we plead for in the
ftate. It would be a noble effe& of laudable ambition in our whole legif-
lative body, if they (hould follow their neighbours in this matter, or fix
upon fome better plan for relief, O that courr ard country may break
through the prejudices and tlfithnels of the age ! O that all may be led
into the right paih to promote truth and focial bappinels! The path that
would make the province peaceful among themielves, and re‘pectable a-
mong others ! Bur force and fraud will vevei effeét this blefling, thovs?
Jove and friend(hip mighr.  And then we fhould, with a berr Krace,
plead the merits of our caufe, whenever called thereto. g it fhoulq
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be at the exp=nce of life and treafure—the evidenze in our favour would
fhine the brighter in the view of all wife and good men. It would bz a
good means to convince them that we are contending for our rights and
liberties, with a benevolent and chrittian piritc—Dby the armour of righ-
teoufne{s on the right hand and on the left, throu sh the manifeltation of
the truth ; and that we dread the dcfence of liberty by external force—
that nothing but meer aeceflity fhall draw us iato it.

But if thefe and other equitable meafures will not prevail over thfe
that would enflave us, Chriftian benevo'ence will infpire us to ficure oue
rights, and repair our injuries at the point of the fword ; fur if one man
may defend himfelf and his rights againt an affailant, much more may a
whole country defend themfzlves when their rights are invaded, becauie
the concern is greater. In fuch cafe, the fpirit of Chriftian henevolence
would animate us to fill our ftreets with blood, rather than fuifer others
to rcb us of our rights. 1 readily grant that arms are a fad remedy, and
the more undefirable where there has fubfilted ufzful cosnetions : g
if old friends are difpofed to be tertible, if they endeavaur to enilave,
and bring mifchief and mifery vpon theic brethren, this is a falfe notion
of glery,and condemned by true religion. Then it becomes us to take up
arms and vfe them in the nature of a remedy.  Such coroffives are pain.
ful, but the caules which make them nvceflary are niore dangerous,
When nothing elfe will forve to preferve or reftoreour liverdes, it be-
comes a duty to make ufc of arms-—¥e Jchire liberty with peare, and
would gladly live as friends, but if the blefiing of lib:rty cannct be bad
Wit aace, it is lawful and right to cnter into a contrary ttate, 1 for.

r.ciw . : . <
mer § « now refolved to eatangle us with a yoke of beadaze,God
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foibid that we fhould fuffer them to cut off our limbs and mangle our
whole body to gratify their injurious demands. Such termsof peaceare no
better than whatNaiash the Ammonite propofed to the men of FabethGilead,
that they would let him thruft out their right eyes, and bring reproach up-
on all Ifracl, leaving them one eye to ferve him 1n fome mean and fervile
drugery. If it thould be fo that out natural and conflitutional Lberties
cannot be recovered and maintained without repelling force by force; who
coald hefitate for a moment; about che propriety of taking up arms !
It our brethren w:ll not be eay unlefs we fuffer them to thruft out our
right eyes, and enflive our families, it is a very loud call from Ged, to de-
fend ourfelves from their encroachmens: And if we go torth ia the name
and ftrength of Chrift, he will be our fun to guidé and animate us, and our
fhield to d.fend and give us falvatioa,

I is matter of deep lamentation that any of the misiftry at hom, or aa
ny penfioners 2nd their tools in the Brinfh colonies (hould diftrefs a trec
people with any outward inconven.ences from a finful, imperious fIpirig
diretly oppofite to the genius of the gofpel @ 1t isa great pity that thofe
who are fo nearly connectel inintereft, and along combination produc-
tive of their common goodand happinefs thould be broken atunder by vn-
principled tyrants and tralirors,—~isaitors totheir Kingandto his loyal fun-
je€ts! They deeply offend him who has purchaled all our privileges, and
who will feverely judge and ¢ .ndemn all tyracnizing cver a fiee ’pcopk:.
They cannot be juttly offended though in this open and undifguifed way,
Iaffiim they are a@tingover the old trade of perlecution, rather than we
fhould be frez, and the nicthods of diftrefs are calcvlated to prevenc the

E .
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nation and colonies from being a Aourithiig people, fo long as the old
conneion lalts, The fame plan if it fhould prevail, will ifiue in ‘moft
fatal confequences. It has laid wafte many flcurithing countries, and mul-
titudes, for liberties fake, have been killed all the day long ; the blood
of martyrs have run like rivers down the ftreets of famous cities ; it has
put others to cruel mockings, bonds, imprifonments and banithments,
Yea it was the fame principle thar crucified the Lord of life and glory,
And as thefe have been the fhocking confrquences of fuch principles pre-
vailing in the cuurch or flate, the like may be afled over again, if the
principles are not feafonably fuppreffed. |

But fhould we fuffer ever fo many temporal inconveniences for it,
yet, as Chriftians, we may not give up thofe rights and privileges that
Chrift has purchaled for and beftowed upon us ; for giving them up,
would not only reflect great difbonour upon Chrift, bui would be incon-
fiftent with the peace and welfare of the people, and therefore be quite
intclerable.  We hope that nE by whom Kings reign, and Princes de-
cree juflice, will infpire our bREAD SoverelGN with thofe feelings of
pity, humanity and goodnefs, which were very confpicuousinhis RovaL
GraND-FATHER ; and difpole him to put a fpeedy and final end to all
thofe mecafures of defpotim, invented and propagated by'a corrupt
miniftry.

GOD grant, that we may fo conduét in our ecclefiaftical concerns, as

that all denominations of proteftants may enjoy cqual privileges. 1 am
- Warranted 10 tell you, that it has been the opinion of good judges of dur
‘charter, that no denomination of proteflants can be a legal efablithe’
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ment in the province, {o as to interfere with the freedom of another de.
nomination: That if, by Parijl lines, any of our laws bind men to pay
toward tbe fupport of a miniftry from which they foberly difient, fuch
laws will be judged a breach of charter, if the matter be properly repre-
fented home. 1 humbly apprehend that, in {uch a day of jealoufy as
this 1s, all of us are called to confider whether there has not been a
breach upon our Charter rights in this matrer, for if the affair fhould be
complained of, our own arbitracinefs may foon bring us into flavery.

May that God, who loves righteoufne(s, and hates violence and op-
preflion, difpofe all orders of men among us, both in church and ftate,
to put away the evil of our doings, fcck judgment, relieve the opprefi-
ed ! [f mutual benevolence and righteoufnefs thould reign among our-
felves, we may hope 10 enjoy the L'-ffing of hiberty : but if we refufe
and rebel, we may jultly fear being devoured by the fword of thofe that
arc watching to enflave us,

F 1 N 1S



