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FUNERAL SERMON
PHILIPPIANS i 2r.

FOR ME TO LIVE IS CHRIST, AND TO DIZ IS GAIN.
. N 1 .

of fpirit when he wrote this epiltle; confi-
dent that he fthould never be athamed of
Chrift and his gofpel, nor of his hope in him, under
any fufferings ; but that he fhould go forward through
evil report and good report, triumphantly to glory;
a frame that rendered him the more vfeful in life,
and the more ready for death: he fcarcely knew how
to fix his choice, becaufe he felt many workings of
heart that feemed to draw him both ways; “ I am in
a ftraic betwixt two” things, that engage my ferious
attention, having a defire to depart, and to be with
Chrift; which is far better : Neverthelefs, to abide in
the fleth, is more needful for you.” | As Chrilt was
his all, and lived in him; and as his intereft and
kmgdom, and the good of immortal fouls were the
delightful end he purfued in living and dying, he
was rcady and witliag tor either. Indeed he had
an earneft defire to be delivered from the natural in-
cumbrance of the corruptible body, and the moral -
lmpcrfcéhons that cleaved to hiny, that he might ber -
in the immediate prefence of Chrift to be hold his-
glory: burt fill he was willing to continue longer in
the world, if, by his examplc and miniftry, he might
be ferviceable to the fouls of men.
In difcourfing upon my text, I propofe o your
confideration, 1. * In what fenfe we may take the

S words, for me to live is CHRr1sT.” . 2.0 What the
= R € Laloliiind

T HE apoftle Paul was in a very happy frame



2 A FUNERAL SERMON on the DEATH

¢ faithful minifters of Curist, and all real Chriftians
¢« gain by their death.” And, 3. <« That it is the
¢« duty of all the minifters of CurisT, and other
¢« Chriftians, to /fve fo devoted to CurisT, and his
“¢ intereft, as €0 maintain the clear evidence of - their
¢ gain by death.”

I. I propofe to your confideration, in what fenfe we
may take the words, ForR ME TO L1vE 1s CHRIST?”

There are many things that might be inferred from
the phrafe, "which I pafs over; and comprife my
thoughts under the fullowing heads, viz.

1. For me to live is CurisT, i.e. ¢ CurisT is

. the principle of my life.” If there were any de-
pendence to be put upon, or any benefit to be found
in merely external privileges, or in any thing that the
Fudaizers had done in their irregenerate ftate, I could
boaft as much as any of them: For I was no profe-
lite from among the Gentiles, but a native Jfracelite cf
the tribe of Benjamin; a royal-tribe, from which the
firft king of ]jrael was taken——a tribe which never
revolted, as all the reft did, except that of Fudak.
Yea, by education and profeffion, 1 was a Pharifee;
‘a fef? which for learning and knowledge, and repu-
tation for holinefs, was the moft eminent of all the
Fewifb fets. Neither was I lukewarm in my religion,
but my zeal was fo flaming, that I breathed out

‘flaughter and death againft the difciples of the Lord
Jefus, wherever 1 went, and verily thought I did Ged

fervice. :

This was my cafe while I was a devout Pharifee,
vainly imagining that I was on good terms with God,
upon the tooting of my own righteoufnefs. But when
the divine command, in its pure and fpiritual mean-

“ing, and bigh requirements, came home to my heart
and confcience, and zflured me of the aims and influ-
ences which governed me; when the law came, in
the light and energy of the Holy Spirit, to my tho-
rough conviction, 113w the finfulnefs and guilt of fin

et gt - - — T wiae



of the Rev. Mr. WHITEFIELD. . 3

T was fully convinced that the worft of punifhment
was my due; far beyond what I had apprehended be-
fore: Sin revived in its hideous forms, and.with the
terrible accufations of confcience. I felt the deadly
wound; lay helplefs; juftly condemned to eternal
mifery ; and, unlefs fovereign grace had prevented,
fhould have been loft for ever. But in this critical
‘moment, Chrift cloathed the dotrines of falvation
with living power.  'When I was caft out in the open
field, to the loathing of my peffon, he faw me pol-
luted in mine own blood, and, faid unto me, L1vE:
yea, he faid unto me, Live. When I was doomed
to deftrution, he refolved to fave me from death.
He met me in the way to Dainafcus, and plucked me
as a brand from the fire, and took poffeflion of my
foul for himfelf ; fhined into my he.rt, and enlivened
all the faculiies of my foul, by his efficacious, quick-
ening grace. Thus Paul was the epiftle of Chrift,
written in the fenfible table of his foul, which, being
renewed by grace, was fufceptive of holy impreffions,
according to that new covenant promife, ¢ 1 will
¢¢ take away the ftony heart out of your fleth, and I
¢ will give you an heart of fleth.” Ezek. xxxvi. 26.
2. For me to live is CarisT: 1. e. “ 1 am in fub-
je&ion to him as my Lord; at his difpofal, and for
-his fervice.”  Chrift has a fupreme right to rule over *
all his people, and over all things refpeting them as
he pleafes. And where he has 1nplanted a principle
of fpiritual life, and fet up his kingdom in their
hearts, they readily pay an ubediential regard to the
laws of his kingdom. When Paul was convinced of
~his guilt and danger, and aftonifhed to think how
vile he had been, efpecially in oppofing himfelf to
Chrift; and alfo convinced that Chnft was the
anointed of God, he readily refigned himfelf up to
~his authority and command: ¢ Lord, what wilt
“thou have me do?” A¢#s ix. 6. Saving faith works
out in holy defires to do the will of God ; to honour -
- the pame of Chrift, and to obtain forgivenefs of fin,
‘B 2 and

"+



'4 A FUNERAL SERMON o the DEATH

and the mercy of God to eternal life. ¢ Faith work-
eth by love™ to the obje¢t, and makes ufe of the affec-
tions to carry us out in all aéts of gratitude. He that
believes is planted in Chrift, and Chrift lives in him
by his Spiit, and he lives in Chrift by fanth and is
difpofed to glorify God in fuch a day of vifitation.
“ We are his workmanthip,” fays the apoftle,
¢¢ created in Chrift Jefus unto good works,” Epb. ii.
10. Obedience to the commands of God are the
fruits and evidences of a true and lively faith
Vaunting hypocrites will make their profeilion of
faith without giving any proof of its fincerity ; but
veal Chriftians have evangelical works of love and
obedience to bear witnefs that their faith has its pro-

r influence upon them. He that has the faith of
God’s eledt, fhews it by a correfpundent prattice, and
fo he adorns the doétrines of God his Saviour.
Though he has ftill the remainders of indwelling-fin,
and many comings fhort cf the fpirituality and per-
fection of the laws yet he propoles to himfels, in the -
governing views of his life, to be found in the conftant
practice of all Chriftian duties : what God commands
he efteems it his honour to obey; and what he for-
bldS, to refufe; and abhors himielf for all his finful
defects and imperfections.

The apofile, in my text, implicitly fays, ¢ Now
¢ Chrift has gained me over from my ftate of phari-
“ faifm to himfelf, fhall he not do what he wil} with
“ hisown? Lo, here 1 am! let him difpofe of me,
and all my cu‘cumf’cances, but let him appoint
¢ how all my time and talents fhall be employed.
¢ Surely, he that has opened my eyes, and called me
*“ by his efficacious grace, has a perfect right to me,
“ to ferve himfelf of me, in the higheft and loweft
« offices of life. His intereft in me, authorifes him
s to effett his own ends by mé, with all that I am
“ and have, as he fhall dire@&. Lord, here I am,
“ to be difpofed of by thy wifdom and good plea-
¢ fure, in a mote noblc or ignoble fervncc, not only

“n
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of the Rev. Mr. WHITEFIELD. 5

#¢ in fome cafes, but in all; not only at fome times,
¢ bur as long as 1 live in the world.”

3. For me 10 live is CurisT : 1. e. “ His glory is
the grand defign of my living.” -Chrift is the moft
admirable perfonage, in a complex view, that men or
angels ever beheld; and the rich bleflings of his pur-
chafe, heid up.in the covenantof grace, flow, through
him, to the glory of God, and the happinefs of be-
lievers. He is the living fountain, from whence his
fervants, of every ftation and denomination, draw
up the waters of life. Hence all the bleflings. that
come down vpon a guilty world are to be reduced to
him, as their original; and all we do is to be done
for him as the end. The Redeemer’s glory and his
Father’s glory in him, is to be propofed and purfued
_in every undertaking. - If the name of Chrift may be
exalted by our poor fervices, we may be fatisfied with -
being deftitute of the praife of men. As Chrift is
fuperlatively excellent in the view of his fervants, fo
they would gladly contribute what they can, to ren-
der him amiable unto all others, and are grieved when
they treat his name, his word, or his image with
contempt. A :

Yea, they afiribe all the praife of all their gifts and
graces; the praife of all the bieffings and benefits to
him, as the purchafer. If they feel themlelves ac-
cepted of God, in their perfons, they fall down be-
fore God, and confefs it through his perfet and aton-
ing facrifice and righteoufnels. ‘¢ Yca, doubtlefs,
¢ and I count all things but lofs, for the excellency
¢ of the knowledge of Chrift Jefus my Lord;” whom
I humbly claim as my Lord and Saviour. [ utterly

_renounce every duty that I have done, both before
my converfion and fince, in point of juitification,
that 1 may * be found in him, not having mine own
‘¢ righteoufnefs, but that which 1s through the faith
¢ of Chrift, the righteoufnefs which is of .God by
¢ faith;” Pbil. iti. 9. Or, if they have done any
thing that has produced a gracious effe, they afcrite

1t



6 A FUNERAL SERMON on the DEATH

it all to.God, that formed their fouls into holy difpo-.
fitions and propenfions; dire¢ted and ftrengthened.
-them in their work, and gave the blefling to their la-
bours. The ardent defire of their fouls is, to be the
glory of Chrift; not that they expe&t to make him
more glorious in himiclt than he is, but that his glo-
ry may fhine forth in a more illuftrious manner, and
in more inftances, and that they might difcover it to
others in their Chritian courfe ; parucularly, that the
beauty of his character may, as in a mirror, fhine
brighter in their temper, labours and conduét.

4. For me to live is Carist: 1. e. *“ The intereft
of his kingdom is the chicf bufinels of my life.” In-
deed, the do&rines of Chrift and his intereflt are not
calculated to gratify the pride and carnal reafonings
of the politc world, in the prefent age. The in-
ftances of the great and noble that are called, are
very rare. Blefled be God, thofe of high birth and
parentage are not excluded; ‘¢ two or three in the
top ot the uppermoft boughs, four or five in the out-
moft fruitful branches;” a remnant,according to the
purpofe of God, are called. But whether the wife
men of the world value the intereft of Chrift or not,
it 1s certainly the moft honourable and important of
any intreft that the greateft and moft learned can
.puriuc  And this:is an intereft that lies ncareft the
hezrt i every real Chriftian, even when it is defpited
and fctat nougheby others: thofe of bigh degree as
well as low, are attached to his caufe, and will not
deny his name, for fear of the greateft fufferings.
1 he apoftle Paul, though warned of the terrible
things that would befal him, could not be difiuaded
from his journey. ¢ What mean ye to wecp, and
« break my heart? for I am ready not to be bound
« only, but to die at Ferufaiem for the name of the
« Lord Jefus:” Afs xxi. 13. Every faithful minif-
ter of Chrift, yea, every real Chriftian, has the fpiric
. of martyrdom.  We are not 1o let drop the intereft
. of Chnft, though its defence requircs the greateft

e applica-



of the Rev. Mr. WHITEFIELD. 9
application of mind, the fevereft felf-denial, and the
moft evident danger of parting with dear friends, or
feeling the retentment of cruel enemies,

Such as Chrift has redeemed by the price of his
blood, and the power of his grace, owe him all they
"have and are: therefore, to negle his intereft, be-
caufe c¢f temptations thrown in their way, to ftagger
their courage, muft be interpreted a defrauding him
of his duc. Inftead of fuch bafe ingratitude, they
wiil rather fubmir to the fevereft trials, and even put
their life in their hands, for the honour of their Lord
arid Saviour; notin a vain-glorious way, -but rely-
‘ing upon the ftrength of divine grace, to do and fuf-
fcr any thing, and every thing, to be witnefles for
Chrift and his gofpel. ¢ Ye are my witnefles, faith
the Lord :® [fai. xlii. 10. But can any be faithful
‘witnefles for Chrift, and atteft from their own expe-
rience the power of his grace, the kindnefs of his
‘providence, and the truth of his promife, and yet
defert his caufe; furcly no minifters or others can,
in a proper fenfe, be witnefles for Chrift and his gof-
pel, if they could defert his caufe, for the hope of
the favour or fear of the difpleafure of any man, The
intereft of Chrift is too dear to his minifters, and all
his faithful followers, to give up, through fear or
‘flattery. How meanly foever many people of rank
and figure in the world may think of his gofpel and
intereft; and what reproach foever they may fuffer,
for efpoufing and publithing it, yet they are fo fen-
fible of the grand defign carried on for the difcovery
of the glory of the divine charatter in the falvation
of finners, that they account it their higheft honour
to own and profefs, preach and defend 1.

. For me to live is CurasT: i. e. *“ I am fatisfied
'thﬁ all my outward circumftances thould be at the
"difpofal of Chrift.” Our Lord Jefus Chritt is inveft-
ed with uncontrouled dominion over all things, and
over every perfon, dignity and authority of what cha-
‘ra&ter foever. Hedifpoles all; agreeable to his infinite

JRNRY o PRUUSN



8 4 FUNERAL SERMON on the DEATH
wifdom, in the beft manner, and ufes the beft meang
to accomplifh the beft end. Now, not only the
apoftles, and all the faithful minifters of Chrift, but
all real Chriftians, refer themfelves to him, to chufe
their lot for them; and they have a Chriftian acqui-
efcence in his all-wile, righteous and faithful determi-
nation. What condition, office, ftation, or work
foever, he affigns them, that they fubmit to, without
repining, and endeavour to anfwer the ends of their
~defignation.—— They are for improving the advan-
tages, watching againft the temprations, performing
the duries, and excreifing the graces proper to the
particular lot afligned them. Some men have fuch
an opinion of their goodnels and excellent endow-
ments, as to defpife others in higher ftations, and to
be diffatisfied that they are not promoted; wife in
their own cyes, and yet nothing but hypocrites.
This is far trom the Chriftian temper: when God
called for a prophet to deliver meflages in his name,
Ifaiab, who was eminently qualified for this fervice,
dare not undertake without a commiffion from Chrift.
¢ Heream 1, fend me.” Ifa. vi. 8. Thofe thatare
real Chriftians will not rufh into the miniftry, but wait
till Chrift gives them a commiffion to go for him.
They dare not attempt to change their ftation but un-
der the divine conduct. They are more folicitous to -
approve themfelves to God in their prefent ftation,
than to*have it changed for a higher.

6. FLor me to live is CorisT: 1. e. I am deter-
mined to live in all Chriftian exercifes of heart and
life, fo as to maintain the clear evidences of my
title to lite eternal” ’Tis readily granted, that
the rightcoufnefs of Chrift, received by faich, is the
only title to eternal life. All true Chriftians are
vitally united to Chrift, and all new covenant blef-
fings arc beftowed upon them in his right. But the
evidence of their intereft is, ¢ Chrift in them:” Col.
i.27. And he fills not only their heads with his
doétrine, but their hearts and affeétions with his Spi--

. Iit.




of thée Rev. Mr. WHITEFIELD.
rit. They derive virtue from Chrift to cure their
{piritual difeafes, to purify their hearts, and to bring
forth fruit unto God ; deeply fenfible that ¢¢ without
Chrift they can do nothing.” The Spirit has indited
a certain rule of trial: « he is the author of thofe
gracious habits and alts, in which our conformity to
the rule confifts.” He fhines in upon his own work,
and fometimes comments upon it, fo as to make it
underftood with fuch fatisfattion, that we can deter- "
mine in our favour,

Our apoftle lived the whole of his time, after his
converfion (for ought appears) with the clear and fa-
tisfying evidences that ¢ Chrift lived in him.” He
was fenfibly redeemed from the power of all fin, to
bring the living fruits of righteoufnefs to God, and
therefore knew that Chrift freely gave himfelf to make
a complete atonement for his fins. And fo confider-
ing an uninterrupted affurance of pardon and accept-
ance, is the greateft favour, next to a faving intereft
in Chrift, we ought to « give all diligence to make
<« .our calling and ele@ion fure:” 2 Pet. i. 10. How
peaceful is the refleftion on paft engagements to
Chrift, if we can fay, ¢ I know whom I have be-
< lieved, and am perfuaded that he is able to keep”
¢ that which I have committed to him againft that
¢ day:” 2 Tim.i. 12, And how tranfporting, when
we view that day at hand, if we can adopt the grace-
ful language of the apoftle, who anticipated the
triumphs of the day of judgment, faying, * I am
¢¢ now ready to be offered, and the time of my depar-
¢ ture is at hand: Ihave fought a good fight; I have
¢ finifhed my courfe; Ihave kept the faith:” 2 Tim. .
iv. 6, 9. The rich experiences that fuch have had of
the grace of God, which has been with them, to the
clofe of life, will raife their joyful expetation, that
¢ henceforth there is laid up for them a crown of
“ ¢¢ righteoufnefs, which the Lord the righteous Judge
¢ will give them at that day.” This is a glorious
crown in reverfion, not merely for faithful miniﬁ%rs,

' ut
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~ but for all the faithful followers of Chrift, who long
and hope for his appearing,. But,

Il. Let us confider, ¢ What the minifters of
Curist, and other Chriftians, cain by their death.”
The apoftle knew, that when he had ferved his gene-
ration with fidelity, and he fell afleep, he thould bea
gainer by it.  And all others, high and low, minif-
ters and people, who are made alive to God, and
have furrendered themfelves up to Chrift, to ferve
him, feek his glory in all their fervices, endeavour to
promote the intereft of his kingdom in all they do,
are willing that all their outward circumftances fhould
be at his difpofal; I fay, all fuch as thefe, will be
great gainers at their death. For, :

1. ¢ Death will put an end to all the weakneffcs
and miferies they have groaned under in this life.”
In thefe houfes of clay, the beft are not exempted
from trials that cannot but be diftrefling to flefh and
blood; and efpecially the remainders of indwelling
corruption, which is their moft grievous burden, as
it is offenfive and difhonourable to God, and a great
hindrance to them in his fervice: This cofts them
many a groan, in their ferious refle€tions upon it:
« O wrertched man that I am, who fhall deliver me
¢ from the body of this death.” Rom. vii. 24. In-
dwelling-fin excites a {pirit of murmuring under out-
ward troubles : It often hédges up the path of duty.
Under a fenfe of the need of guidance, Dayid prayed,
¢ Make me to go in the path of thy command-
* mandments ;”’ Pfal. cxix. 35. Tho’ true Chriftians
have grace in their hearts, and have the laws of
Chrift to dire& them, yet they have fo much remain-

“ing ignorance, and there are fo many perplexities in -
their way, that they need divine guidance upon all

. occafions. It is for lack of divine teaching and help
in this dark world that they wander from the divine -
rule, lofe their evidences for heaven, difturb their
peace, and their minds are catched away from t:rucgl

an
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of the Rev. Mr. WHITEFIELD. 11

‘and fubftantial pleafures. In fuch a condition was
Heman, the wifeft man next after Solomom, which made
him cry, « Lord, why cafteft thou off my foul? Why
¢ hideft thou thy face from me ?” P/al. Ixxxviii, 14.
God often hides the fenfible figns of his favour from
his deareft friends, and leaves them in fuch inextri-
;;table windings, that they know not what courfe to
eer.

But death puts an end to all thefe evils. There is .
nothing in the fleth or fpirit to give the leaft uneafi-
nefs to faints in glory : no pain to indifpofe them for
the holy fervices of God, and his Son Jefus Chrift;
no diftrefs to unfit them for any of the delightful en-
joyments with which heaven is furnifhed :* ¢ Blefled
¢ are the dead which die in the Lord, from hence-

"¢ forth: yea, faith the fpirit, that they may reft from
¢ their labours; and their works do follow them:”
Rev. xiv. 13. There is nothing to break the thread
of their peace and intenfe pleafure toendlefs ages :
¢ God fhall wipe away all tears from their eyes:”
Rev. xxi. 4. Not only relieve their {forrows, but in-
tirely remove them ; abfolutely and eternally banifh
all things uncomfortable, and fin, the caufe of them,
to the remotett diftarice.

2. ¢ Death opens the door to the accomplifhment
of their hopes.” Real Chriftians, whilft they are
among fiery ferpents, are waiting with defire and
holy expectation for the good of the promife which
is yet behind: and the more they live under a lively
conviltion of the fublime dclights to be enjoyed in
the prefence of Chrift in heaven, the more they are

“influenced to attain all poffible purity of heart and
life. Sometimes they have fuch evident imprefles [of
the holy image of God upon their hearts, as it becomes
a fecurity, and earneft of the glorious inheritance of
the faints in light, and gives them eftablifhing fatif-
faction of their right and title to it: They have fuch
a relifh of thofe divine provifions, the complement of
which are referved for é ftate of future bleflednefs ;

2 as
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as to have no doubts but they fhall foon be advanced
to the full poffeffion. Bur ftill they are in the body,
expofed .to many evils; finful imperfetions cleaving
to their beft fervices, and ftorms beating upon them,
while the tempeftuous winds below are blawing, yet
hope in Chrift, as trutted in by faith, is ¢ as an an-
< chor to their fouls:” Heb. vi. 19. as it enters into
the glorious world, which lies hid from the fight of
the eyes of the body; there it faftens upon Chrift,
and the Father through him, as exhibited in the pro-
mifes. Hence they wait patiently for the good in
the promife, which is yet unaccomplithed. And who
can imdgine the greatnefs of that gain, which confifts
in the poffeflion and full enjoyment of all the pro+
mifed good ? Surely the eye has never feen any thing
fo grand, nor the ear ever heard any thing fo delight-
ful, neither has it entered into the thoughts of any
man to copceive of any thing fo entertaining, as the
bleflings of falvation, which are referved in heaven
for the fervants of Chrift. ¢ There they fhall be
¢ entertained with uninterrupted views of God in
¢ his feveral glories.” This I apprehend is agree-
able to the promife made by him that is faithful and
true: ¢ Bleffed are the pure in heart, for they fhall
¢ fee God:” Matth. v. 8. This intends, not only
that God will manifeft himfelf to them here fo as he
doth not to the world, but that they fhall have the
beatific vifion of him for ever in glory. To the
{ame purpofe our apoftle fays, < Now we fee through
¢ a glafs darkly; but then face to face: Now I know
¢ in part; but then fhall I know even as alfo I am
s¢ known.” 1 Cor. xiii. 12. The grand fublime myfte-
ries of the kingdom of God, and God in the glory
of his true character, are conceived with great obfcu-
rity, through the medium of his word and holy ordi-
nances, compared with what they will appear in open
vifion. Here we have but a fcanty imperfe& infight
into the glory of God, and the profound truths of the
gofpel; but there we fhall have a certain familiar
' g 9 know-



of the Rev. Mr. WHITEFIELD. 13

knowledge of them by a fort of immediate infpeion.
The open vifion of glory, in eternal day, muft needs
fupport and increafe holy wonder and pleafure, and
bring apoltles and prophets, all the faints and holy
angels, proftrate before the throne, faying, with the
profoundeft reverence, ¢ Holy, holy, holy Lord
* God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come;”
. and engage them in folemn afcriptions of ¢ glory and
¢« honour, and thanks to him that fitteth upon the
¢ throne, who liveth for ever and ever.” Rev. 1v. 8, 9.
Let us*only imagine the glory of the divine Cha.
“ratter in ¢ creation and providence:” If we can argue
his exiftence and fupreme divinity from the afpect-
able heavens and this earth; and alfo from the works
of providence ; how will thefe great and marvellous
works difplay the glory of God, when we come to
fee him as he is, His felf-exiftence and fupreme ex-
cellency, which he has, eternally and unchangeably,
of himfelf; his tranfcendent wifdom and goodnefs,
and his other perfections, will more amazingly open,
and bring more indelible charaers of his glory, in
heaven, than is poffible to be feen through the fame
things, while here in the body. What magnificence
and variety, beauty and order, will then open to the
difplay of the infinite perfections of God, which we
have but a faint idea of through glaffes, in this im- -
perfe&t ftate. There is fo much of God to be feen in
this world, by the works of his hands, that difobe-
dience and oppofition to him, are againft fuch light
as leaves the very hLeathen without excufe. How
overwhelming then muft the open views of thefe per-
feCtions be in the vifion of glory! Saints in heaven
have the cleareft difcoveries of the almighty power,
and other perfetions of God legible in his great and
marvellous works; his divine all-fufficiency to fupply
~.every characer with all it can need or defire ; fuch
clear and full difcoveries as are not compatible with
this mortal ftate. In heaven all intricate difpenfations
are cleared up, and the inhabitants are perfectly faﬁtif-
. ed
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fied with the various adminiftrations of God, and feel
themfelves for ever under the bleflings of his hand.
They have a clear fight and fenfe of the perfe@ purity
. of his nature, attended with a facred abhorrence of
all fin, and an everlafting prefervative againft the ad-
miflion of any ore unholy thought : And divine love
and grace fhine in their brighteft glories, to kindle a
flame of everlafting joy.

Again; let us imagine the glory of being * enter-
tained with the cleareft and perfectly uninterrupted
views of the barmony of the divine perfeétions in the
works of providence and grace.” There are many
difpenfations of God towards his church in its mili-
tant ftate, that, to us, are inexplicable. Though
there is perfect order and fitnefs, perfect agreement
and proportion of one difpenfation with another in the
divine government, yet we are fuch poor, fhort-
fighted creatures, that the beauty and harmony of the
divine perfections feem, in a great meafure, to be
. hid from us. The difpenfations are fo myfterious,
that we are ready to fay with Nicodemus in another
-cafe, * How can thefe things be?” What do thefe
-difpenfations mean? Where is the harmony and cor-
refpondence of them? How can we open the agree-
ablenefs of one difpenfation with another? Some-
‘times things are fo variable or mixed in providence,
that we are ready to fay, ¢ Wherein does the holi-
nefs and glory of God appear in them? Doth infinite
wildom and righteoufnefs, truth and goodnes, fit at the
helm and fteer the fhip ?” We may acknowledge that
- the judge of all the earth does right, in what he is
now doing in his church, and in what he will do in
time to come, and yet the divine harmony and con-
reétion of the whole be out of fight. But when be-
lievers come to ‘¢ walk through the valley of the
thadow of death,” al]l darknefs will be {fcatrered be-
fore the meridian fun, and the beauty and harmony
of the divine perfections will be feen in the cleareft
light. This is referved for heaven, where they fhall

' fee
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fee unclouded glory ; have dark fcriptures made plain,
and feeming contradictions cleared up and reconciled.
The loweft faint in heaven has a clearer underftand-
ing of the myfteries of redemption and falvation, and
of the wifdom and goodnefs of God in the kingdom
of providence, than the greateft divine upon earth.
The light of heaven leaves no place for darknefs;
¢ for the'glory of God does lighten it, and the lamb
< is the light thereof.”” Rev. xxi. 23. Hence there
‘can be no more miftakes, no more ftumbling-blocks,
no more difquietude, no more unhallowed fire, no
‘more implacable enemies to darken counfel by words
without knowledge, and turn man afide from the
‘right ways of the Lord Jefus.

Again; let'us imagine ¢ what it will be, everlaft-
ingly to beaffured of God’s love to our fouls.” Chrif-
tians may, in this life, have < the full affurance of
hope,” which will never turn to their confufion or
difappointment ; becaufe it refts not upon any merit
in themfelves, but upon the free grace of God in
‘Chrift towards them; which abundantly fills their
fouls with its lovely manifeftations and diftinguifhing
fruits. They may have fome foretaftes of heaven;
fome glimpfes of glory, which produce thefe holy
tranfports, that are better felt than expreffed. But,
in heaven, they are furrounded with divine love, and
rejoice in the everlafting affurance of it, with the moft
intenfe joy. They dwell in the immediate fenfation
of being beloved of God for ever and ever; other-
wife it could not, with any propriety, be faid, ¢ in thy
« prefence is fulnefs of joy; at thy right hand there
¢ are pleafures for evermore :” Pfal. xvi. 11. For the
fruition of God’s immediate prefence could not
yield unfpeakable and everlatting joy, if they were
- not affured of his everlafting love. " The higheft
uninterrupted affurance of this, is a fpring of their |
bleffednefs, and an endlefs fecurity of joy everlaft-

ing. . )
: ?am 3
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Again; let us imagine ¢ What tranfcendent love
they have to the Lord Jefus Chrift, and to God the
judge of all.” The firft and comprehenfive com-
mandment is, * Thou fhalt love the Lord thy God
¢ with all thy heart, and with all thy foul, and with
¢ all thy mind, and with all thy ftrength,” Mark
xii. g3o. And ¢« Where there is effe¢tual faith given,
¢« it worketh by love,” Gal. v. 6. to its objedt. If
a man pretends to faith, and it does not engage his
fupreme love to God in Chrift, itis but a dead
worthlefs name or form of faith. But the objeét is
{feen by faving faith, only through a glafs darkly,
whilft we are in the body; and our love bears an
exalt proportion to the excellency feen in the objeét.
Befides, how often does fome temptation catch our
thoughts and hcarts away from God and our Saviour;
how fadly true is it, that when iniquity, corrupt
principles and practices abound, ¢ The love of many
waxes cold ?” they grow in a great meafure indiffer-
ent in their affe¢tion towards Chrift and his caufe.
The fervent love, which they had in the day of their
efpoufals, is decayed. Butwhen they die, their {pi-
rits afcend to the center of light, and are placed in
fuch a fituation to Chrift, as to feel the everlafting
beams of his love let out upon them. The fweet
glories that are fhed upon the fpirits of juft men
made perfeét, will conftrain them, with one heart,
to fing a new fong in everlafting raptures, of love,
faying, ¢ Worthy is the Lamb that was flain to re-
"¢ ceive power, and riches, and wifdom, and ftrength,
¢ honor, and glory, and bl-fling.”

Again; let us imagine ¢ what love they feel one -
to another " Believers are never intirely deftitute of
love to Chrift and the brethren. ¢ He that loveth
¢ not his brother, abideth in death;” 1 Fobn iii. 14.
i. e. he continues under the power of fpiritual death,
and lies expofed to everlafling deftruétion. But real
Chriftians have their hearts formed unto an affec-
. tionate
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tionate love to all their brethren in the faith, hope
and fellowfhip of the gofpel. Same of them have
had fuch love to their fellow chriftians, that they
could readily part with any worldly good, if they
might be fo far conformed to the image of Chrift,
as many feem to be‘'round about them. But, when
death lets them out of thefe dark cottages of fleth,
they have fuch clear views of the glories and graces
of the Lord Jefus Chrift, exemplified in the faints in
light, and, at the fame time, are fo divefted of felf,
as to be intirely united in one indiffoluble bond of
love, without any mixtures of envy, or thadows of
- ill-will.  They have one heart and one foul, and are
intirely as well pleafed with the bleflings conferred
upon each other, as upon themfelves, '

III. It is the duty and privilege of believers, fo to
Jive, as to maintain a clear ¢ evidence of their gain
by death.” Thus the apoftle Pasu/ lived, under all
his fufferings for Chrift and the Gofpel. The men
of his rank and figure in the world, generally, thought
meanly of the Gofpel and its Author: The fublimity
of the duties, and the artleflnefs of the drefs, the
contrariety of the whole to the pride of man, and
the poverty of Chrift’s followers, methinks, would
have fhocked and ftumbled almoft any man of the
firmeft mind and greateft abilities. But Pau/ was
carried quite above all thefe things, becaufe he knew
that the gofpel of Chrift was ¢ the power of God
¢ unto Salvation,” Rom. i. 16. It was clothed with
divine authority to him, and was the means which
- almighty Power wrought by, and rendered effectual
for his falvation. He knew that it was an excellent
fcheme to illuftrate the glory and harmony of the
divine perfections, and to recover fallen man. He
knew that the Spirit of truth had fealed him, and
applied the promifes with light and power to his
foul, for the eftablithment of his faith and hope in
Chrift. Nothing more invigorated his mindhand'
o gart
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heart to refift unto blood, ftriving againft fin: No-
thing made him live, refiting principalities and
powers, and vigoroufly ferving God in the gofpel of
his Son, with facred firmnefs, more than his confci-
oufnefs of ferving Chrift in life, and the gain of
death. Should we not therefore follow his worthy
example? Is it not meer to be refigned to his will
living and dying, under a readinefs to live if we
may ferve Chrift thereby, and a fenfe of our own -
gain by death. ‘How can we fpeak for Chrift with
confidence, or leave a full teftimony for him when
we die, unlefs we can fay with Chrift himfelf, « Fa-
¢¢ ther, into thy hands I commend my Spirit,” Luke
xxiil, 46.

Surely, chriftians ought to live, offering up them-
felves, and all they have to Chrift. They ought to
make his fervice, and the intereft of his kingdom,
the governing motive and end of all they do: They
ought to employ their life, and time, and talents for
him ; and to value their powers, and all they have,
only or chiefly, as they are ferviceable to his intereft.
All this is evident, for fupreme love to God inclines
the heart to fuch a dedication, from the beft motives.
Befides, God has an abfolute propriety in us, and
all we have and are: And Chrift Jefus has an addi-
tional right by purchafe, and has appointed us to his
fervice.. _ :

Now, if it is the. duty and privilege of believers
" to live fo devoted to God in Chrift, then itis a duty
and privilege, by confequence, fo to live, as to main-
tain the clear and full evidence of their great gain by
‘death; for living in the full exercifes of ftrong faith,
working by love, they have the living evidence of
their gain by death before them. Self-dedication to
God in Chrift, is an evidence of our fitnefs to die;
~and a fenfe of this dedication, is a plain evidence of
meetnefs for the inheritance of the faints in light.

I might
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I might have enlarged upon this divine fubje&,
and have inferred many ufeful inftruétions: but in-
ftead of all other things, 1 fhall turn my difccarfe to
the very melancholy and affefting occafion, the fudden
and furprizing death of the Rev.. Mr. Georce
‘WharterieLp, who died by a Fit of the A4fbma, at
fix o’clock this morning, in my chamber *.  In him,
I believe, we have the whole of the text exemplified :
he could fay with our apoftle, ¢ For me to live is
< Chrift; and to die is gain.”
~ Chrift became a principle of fpiritual life in his

foul, whilt he was an under-graduate at the univer-'
fity in Oxford; and if I miftake not, when he was
aboyt fixteen years old. Before his converfion he
was a Pharifée of the Pharifees, as ftri¢t as ever Paul
was before God met him on his way to Damafcus,
according to his own declaration in his laft fermon,
which I heard him preach at Exeter, Yefterday.

He was, by means of reading, a very fearching
puritanical writer, convinced of the rottennefs of
all the duties he had done, and the danger of felf-
righteous foundation of hope. When he heard
Chrift fpeak to him in the gofpel, he cried, ¢ Lord,
¢ what will thou have me to do.” And it feems as if,
at that time, it had been made known to him that he
was a chofen veflel, to bear the name of Chrift Jefus
through the Britifb nation and her colonies ; to ftand
before kings and nobles, and all forts of people, to
preach Chrift, and him crucified.. From that time
the dawns of falvation had living power in his heart,
and he had an ardent defire to furnith himfelf for the
gofpel-miniftry. To this end, befides the ufual
ftudies at the college, he gave himfelf to reading the

* Let it be noted, that I faid but little upon Mr, WHITE- .
F JELD’s chara&er, when I preached this fermon, for want of
gime to recollet what might properly be faid.

Da | holy
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holy fcriptures, to meditation and prayer; and parti-
cularly, he read Mr. Henry’s annotations on the whole
bible, upon his knees before God : a noble example
for young ftudents in divinity, to copy after !

Since my firft acquaimtance with him, which is
about 30 years ago, 1 have highly efteemed him as
an excellent chriftian, and an eminent minifter of the
gofpel *: He lived and died a minifter of the efta-
blithed church of England; but thought, as many
others do, “ that the kingdom of God is not meat
and drink ;” i. e. that it does not confift in circum-
ftantial differences, or external diftin&ions; but ra-
ther {uppofed that fuch differences of mode, like the
various parts in mufick, were adapted to make the
greater harmony, among real chriftians of various
denominations. :

An heart fo bent for Chrift, with fuch a fprightly
attive genius, could not admit of his ftated, fixed
refidence in one place, as the paftor of a particular
congregation; and therefore he chofe to itinerate
from place to place, and from one country to ano-
ther; which indeed was much better fuited to his
talents, than a fixed abode would have "been. I
- often confidered him as ¢ an angel flying through
¢ the midft of heaven, with the everlafting gofpel,
¢« to preach unto them that dwell on the earth;” for
“he preached the uncorrupted word of God, and gave
folemn warnings againtt all corruptions of the gofpel
of Chrift.

‘When he came thé firft time to Boffon, the vene- -
rable Dr. Coleman (with whom I had a fmall ac-
quaintance) condefcended to write me, that ¢ the
¢ wonderful man- was come, and they had had a
¢ week of fabbaths... that his zeal for Chrift was
s¢ extraordinary; and yet he recommended himfelf

. ® My firft acquaintance with Mr. WHITEFIELD, was at New-
Haven, in O&ober 1740, which was five years before I came and
fettled here, by his advice and inflpence, :

‘% to
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* to his many thoufand hearers, by his engagednefs
¢ for holinefs and fouls.” I foon had opportunity
to obferve that wherever he flew, like a flame of
fire, his miniftry gave a general alarm to all fores of
people, though before they had, for a long time,
been amazingly funk down into dead formality.. It
was then-a time in New-England, that real chriftidns
generally had flackened cheir zeal for Chrift, and
fallen into a remifs and carelefs frame of fpirit; and
hypocritical profeflors were fuak into a deep fleep of
. carnal fecurity : Minifters and their congregitions
feemed to be at eafe. But his preaching appeared
to be from the heart, though too many who fpake
the fame things, preached as if it were indifferent
whether they were received or rejeGted.. We were
convinced that he belieyed the meffage he brought
us, to be of the laft importance. Neverthelefs, as
foon as there was time for refeCtion, the enemies of
Chrift began to cavil, and hold up fome of his fallies,
as if they were unpardonable faults. By fuch means
he met with a ftorm as tempeftuous as the troubled
fed, that cafts up mire and dirt. Some of every
ftation were too fond of their old way of formality,
to part with itr, for fuch a defpifed caufe as living
religion.  But the fpirit of Chrift fet home the mref- -
fage of the Lord upan the confciences of fome, and
fhook them off from their falfe hopes: But many
began to find fault, and fome to write againft his
evangelizing through the country, while others
threatened firebrands, arrows and 'death: Yet God
gave room for his intenfe zeal to operate, and fit
objes appeared, wherever he went, to engage him

in preaching Chrift and him crucified.
n his repeated vifits to America, when his fervices
"had almoft ‘exhaufted his animal fpirits, and his
friends were ready to cry, ¢ fpare thyfelf,” his hope
of ferving Chrift, and winning fouls to him, ani-
mated and engaged him to run almoft any rilque.
Neither did he ever crofs the Atlantic, on an itine-
. ne SVER OP% _ rating
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rating vifitation, without vifiting his numerous bre-
thren here, to fee how religion profpered amongft
them : And we know that his labours have been un-
wearied among us, and to the applaufe of all his
hearers ; and through the infinite mercy of God, his
labours have fometimes been crowned with great
fuccefs, in the converfion of finners, and the edifi-
" cation of faints. And though he often returned
from the pulpit very feeble ager public preaching,
yet his engaging fweetnefs of converfation, changed
the fufpicions of many, into paffionate love and
friendthip.

In many things his example is worthy of imitation,
and, if in any thing he exceeded or came fhort, his
integrity, zeal for God, and love to Chrift and his
gofpel, rendered him, in extenfive ufefulnefs, more
than equal to any of his brethren. In preaching
here, and through moft parts of America, he has been
in ¢ labours more abundant, approving himfelf a
minifter of God, in much patience, in afflittions, in
watchings, in faftings, by purenefs, by the Holy
Ghoft, by love unfeigned ; as forrowful, yet always
" rejoicing; as having nothing, yet pofleffing all
things. And God, that comforteth thofe that are
‘caft down, has often comforted us by his coming :
and not by his coming only, but by the confolation
wherewith he was comforted in us, {o that we could
rejoice the more.”

His popularity exceeded all that ever I knew, and,
though the afthma was fometimes an obftrué&ion to
bim, his delivery and entertaining method was fo in-
viting to the laft, that it would command the atten-
tion of the vaft multitudes of his hearers. An
- apprehenfion of his concern to ferve the Lord Jefus
Chrift, and do good to the fouls of men, drew many
thoufands after him, who never embraced the doc-
srines he taught. He had fomething fo peculiar in
his manner, expreflive of fincerity in all he deli-
vered, that it conftrained the moft abandoned to

think
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think he believed what he faid was not only true,
but of the laft importance to fouls; and by adapted
texts adduced, and inftances of the grace of God
related agreeable thereto, he often furprifed his moft
judicious hearers.

His labours extended not only to New England
and many other colonies in Britifb America, but were
eminent and more abundant in Great Britain. Many
thoufands at his chapel and tabernacle in London,

_and in other places, were witnefles that he faithfully

~ endeavoured to reftore the interefting do&rines of the
reformation, and the purity of the church to its pri-
mitive glory. Some among the learned, fome of
the mighty and noble have been called, by his mi-
niftry, to teftify for the gofpel of the grace of God. -
_The force of his reafonings againft corrupt principles,
and the eafy method he had in expofing the danger
of them, have aftonithed the moft that heard him,
in all places where he preached. How did he lament
and withftand the modern, unfcriptural notions of
religion and falvation, that were palmed upon the
_churches of every denomination! The affecting
change from primitive purity to fatal herefy, toge-
ther with the fad effetts of it in mere formality and
open wickednefs, would often make him cry, as the
prophet did in another cafe, ¢ How is the gold be-
¢ come dim, and the moft fine gold changed! How
¢ hath the Lord covered thé daughter of Zion with
¢ a cloud, in his anger, and caft down from heaven
< to earth the beauty of Ifrael!”

It is no wonder that this man of God fhould meet

~with enemies, and with great oppofition to his mi-
niftry; for hell trembled before him. It is no more
_than may be always expefted of the devil, that he
fhould ftir up his fervants, to load the moft eminent
_minifters of Chrift with calumny, and moft impu-
_dent lies; and reprefent them as ¢ the filch, and
-off-fcouring of all things.” All this may be, and

often has been done, under a pretence of great con-
o ' : cern
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cern for the honour of Chrift, and the prefervation
of gofpel order. 'When Satan’s kingdom totters and
begins to fall, he can find men enough to cry, zbe
church is in danger, and that, he knows, is fufficient:
with many, to hide his cloven foot, and make him
appear as * an angel of light.” }
Through a variety of fuch labours and trials, our
worthy friend, and extenfively ufeful fervant of
Chrift, Mr. WHITEFIELD paffed, both in Eng-
land and America: But the Lord was his fun to guide
and animate him, and his fhield to defend and help
him unto the end: ¢ Neither did he count his own
life dear, fo that he might finifh his courfe with jgy,
and the miniftry that he had received of the Lord
Jefus, to teftify the gofpel of the grace of God.”
The laft fermon that he preached, though under the
difadvantage of a ftage in the open air, was deli-
vered with fuch clearnefs, pathos and eloquence, as
ta pleafe and furprize the furrounding thoufands.
And as he had been ¢onfirmed, by the grace of God,
many years before, and had been waiting and hoping
for his laft change, he then declared, that he hoped
it was the laft time he fhould ever preach. Doubt-
Iefs he then had fuch clear views of the bleflednefs
of open vifion, and the complete fruition of God in
Chrift, that he felt the pleafures of Heaven in his
raptured foul, which made his countenance thine
like the unclouded fun. : o

But O—the grief!—¢¢ Heaven has recalled his envoy from our eyes,
¢ Hence deluges of forrow rife, e
‘¢ Nor bope the impoffible relief.” WarTs,

That reverend Man, whom thoufands expeéted to
to hear this -day, is no more!—The difpenfation of
divine providence is very affefting, and deferves
our ferious attention !—It is righteous, though it is
ftrange |—It is a very folemn fermon to me, and to .
my family in particular; as he fo fuddenly expired in
my chamber, where we had received him, with great

1 ' pleafure,
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pleafure, the evening before !— Clouds and dark-
nefs are round about our God and Saviour: righs
teoufnefs and judgment are the habitaticn of his
throne !”—He is gone while our fouls were flufhed
with expe&ation !—Snatched away {uddenly, without
any time allowed us to wean ourfelves from him!—
O fevere, affecting ftroke! But what is it to me
and my children; what is it to this vaft affembly,
when compared with the general lofs to the church
of God !— Where is the man that can defcribe divine
things, with fuch a heavenly flame !—<Who, O whoy
fhall arife in England, or America, with an equal
genius, the like fpirit and equal addrefs, to encou-
rage religion, pure and undefiled, and to ftem the
torrent of oppofition to the gofpel |l —With God is-
the refidue of the fpirit, and he can qualify and fend
down fome young Elas, now Elijah has dropped
his mantle, ¢ Arife, O God, and plead thine own
caufe I”

All the changes of life, my dear hearers, have
their proper duties; and in fuch duties we ought
to exercife ourfelves, for thefe changes are calls
thereto. The tokens’ of forrow are allowable upon
fuch a mournful occafion, and even the innocent
inftin® of nature feems to render it unavoidable:
But not to obey God’s voice, in this fore and dif-
trefling judgment upon us, and upon the church in .
general, would be to defpife the chaftening of the
Lord. Exceflive forrow would be offenfive to our
heavenly Father: Neither have we any reafon to for-
- row as without hope for though his death was fudden,

he was ready ; daily expeé‘te% it, and lenged for it :
He is taken away from the evil to come ;. the day of
diftrefs, (as he faid to me) he expected would foon
fall upon us, and now, I believe, he knows the
gain of being with Chrift, where he is, to behold
his glory. But Chrift, at his glorious appearance,
will ré-uniteé his a&ive foul to the fanie body, which
‘will then be fafhioned like ufito his moft glorious
' 4 B body.
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body.—'Tis a great relief under our heavieft loffes,
that Chrift Jefus ever lives: He can make up the
great and widely extended breach, and favour his
church with minifters as eminent for religion, and as
zealous for the redeemer’s caufe, as his departed fer-
vant ever was, or ever could be. '
May the difpenfation work kindly upon us, and,
by the blefling of God, turn to fuch noble purpofes
and improvements of the divine life, with all chri-
ftians of every denomination, ftation and condition,
as to fit them the more for the fuperior degrees of
light and glory, in the immediate prefence of
Chrift. ' :
.. And confidering the fpecialty of this providence,
* may not we, of this congregation, look upon our-
felves peculiarly called of God to learn the leflons
which God teaches in the death of others, and par-~
ticularly of the minifters of Chrift that we highly
efteem. Let us confider whether our fins have not
a hand in the removal of this and other minifters of
Jefus Chrift? The repeated deaths, not only of
people from among us, but of fome fhining lights
in the church +, are ufually for a punifhment of the
fins of the living. - Wherein confcience points to the
guilt, let us apply to the blood of Chrift for pardon
and cleanfing. The prefent dark afpe&ts of provi-
dence warn us, that itis of the greateft moment to
devote ourfelves and our 4/l to Chrift, without the leaft
referve. O let none of us treacheroufly defert Chrift
“or his intereft, in the greateft perils. Let us get.
our loins girt and our lamps trimmed, and fo num-
ber our days as to finith the proper bufinefs of every
day in its day.- ’ o
Let all that love our. Lord Jefus Chrift in fincerity
take heed, fo to live in the clear exercifes of faith and

1
»

+ Dr. Sewall and Mr. Foxcroft of Bofion, Mr. Emerfon of
Malden, and many others, who were great bleflings in their day.

its
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its correfponding graces, as to_find the gain of it in
" the approaches of death and the eternal world. We
cannot die comfortably, unlefs we have fome fore-
taftes of glory at the time of our departure. The
‘way to a triumphant exit feems to be, abounding
in love and all the fruits of divine faith, whillt we
live. This is the way, if I miftake not, to main- .
tain the fenfible evidences of our fpecial intereft in
new covenant bleflings, and a vital fenfe of our title
“to eternal life. Let us make the utmoft fpeed in the
fervice of Chrift, that when death overtakes us,
though ever fo fuddenly, we might, as upon .the
wings of angels, fly into eternal day. ,

A M E Nn
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O&ober 2, AT one o’clock all the bells in town were
1770, tolled for half an hour, and all the
fhips and other veffels in the harbour gave their pro-
per fignals of mourning. At two o’clock the bells
tolled 2 fecond time. At three o’clock the bells
called to attend the funeral of the Rev. Mr. WHITE-
¥1eLp.  The Reverend Dr. Samuel Haven of Portf-
mouth, the Reverend Mefls. Daniel Rogers of Exe-
ter, Jeded'ah Jewet and James Chandler of Rowley,
Mofes Parfons of Newbury, and Edward Bafs of
Newbury-Port, were pall-bearers.

- The proceflion was from the Reverend Mr. Par-
fons’s of Newbury-Port, where Mr. WHITEFIELD
died. "Mr. Parions and his family, together with
many other refpectable perfons, followed the corpfe
in mourhing.  Thg proceffion was only one mile, and
then the corpfe wascarried intothe Prefbyterian church,

and placed-on the bier in the broad alley; when
the Reverend Mr. Rogers made a very adapted prayer
in the prefence of about fix thoufand perfons, within
the walls of the church, while many thoufands were
on the outﬁde, not bcmc able to find admittance.

Then the' third hymn of the fecond book of Dr.

Watts’s fpiritual fongs was fung by the congregation.

After this the corpfe bemg put into a new tomb, be-
fore Mr. Parfons’s pulpit, which the gentlemen of.the
concregatlon had prepared for that purpofe, and be-
fore it was fealed, the Reverend M. Jewet gave the
following EXHORTATION viz.

MEN and Brethren, and all ye that fear God, and

love our Lord Jefus Chrift in ﬁnccnty ! Wc are
 met here, a ‘large affembly of Mowurners, to condole
the lofs, the almolt irreparable lofs, which we, our
Chr; jhan fpeﬂd: and #be church of God, have fuftain.”
7 ' cd‘ ,

¢
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ed, in the fudden death of our moft amiable and ufe-
ful friend, and dear father, the Rev. Mr. GrorgE
WHITEFIELD ; to pay our laft office of refpect unto
his earthly remains, that temple of the Holy Ghoft, and
to learn fome ufeful leffons from a providence fo in-
ftruétive. , :
 'We may recolle, that Jefus Chrift while he taber-
nacled in the fleth, and when he was going to the
grave of his dear friend Lazarus with his ffters, and
a train of other mourners, exprefled the tender fenu-
ments of his heart, by his greans and rears. The
evangelit informs us, that he groaned in the [pirit, and
was troubled ; or, according to the original, be troubled,
or afflifted bimfelf; 1. e. < he gave the reins in fome
meafure to his grief ; Fefus wept.”

 And well mav we weep and affii? ourfelves, now
we aré come near the place wbere, and the once beau-
tiful body on -which the king of terrors has lately and
fuddenly « ereed a new trophy, and given 2 {peci- .
men of his univerfal reign and triumph.”

" 'Had we been ftrangers to the perfon of Mr.
W HITEFIELD, it might touch us to think of his fud-
den death, to fee the melancholy enfigns of human
frailty before our eyes, ‘and to think this (they fay) is
the grave of the Reverend and renowned Mr. #bite-

Jield. '

" He who was but a little while -ago, making a
bright and beautiful figure, and atting a vigorous and
ufetul part among the living, is now the prifoner of
the grave. The refidue of bis days is cut off. He who
was fo greatly beloved, and fondly carefled by his
numerous acquaintance, is fo foon brought to fay
unto corruption, Thou art my father 5 and to the worm,
Thou art my motker and my fijter.  Sad change! Dole-
ful catatrophe! And death is the end of all men. The
grave is the boufe appointed for all living.

« Here (as one obferves) their magnificence and
§¢ power, their beauty and vigour, their learning and
. ' ¢ wifdom,
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« wifdom, be they ever fo remarkable, muft ere
-¢ long mingle with meannefs and indigence, defor-
«“ mity and weaknefs, ignorance and folly. Here
¢ the human frame, that mafter-piece of the divine
< contrivance, which. wears fo much of the image
% of its Maker, muft ere long be thrown alide, as 4

s« Lroken veffel in whickh there is no pleafure.” Such is
" the mark of God’s difpleafure for that firf offence, by
which death entered into the world, and pafles upon all,
as having finned in the firft man. '

But many of us have had an intimate friendfbip
* with, or an affeilionate regard for the dear and pious
Mr. Whitefield; and have, as opporcunities have pre- -
fented, attended on his miniftrations with profit and
delight; have hung on his lips, heard bLis fweet
voice, "and feen and fele fomething of the fervour of
his fpirit: Some of us have been hopefully faved
from death; and cthers of us enlivened, rcfrefhed and
comforted, by his engaging miniftry.

And now our hopes of further benefit and comfort
by his fervent preaching, bis winning oratory, and
delightful converfation,.are, on a fudden, blafted, and
¢xt off as a [pider’s web. Well then may we weep and
- gfflitt eurfelves, give fcope to the forrowful affections -
of our hearts; becaufe our friend, and the friend of
Chnift, fleepeth.

For “ how many purpofes are broken!?” Whar
* hopes and projections for advancing the interefts of
Chrift’s kingdom among men are come .to an end!
Hew is the mighty fallen,” and the weapons of the {piri-
tual warfare perifped! What a wide breach is made
upon us, upon New England, and upon all the Britijh
cclonies in America; for whom this now deceafed man
“of Ged has dften and in good earneft interceded with
God and man; what a gap is opened for judgments

to come in upon us, now this righteous man, and
powerful pleader is removed! Help, Lerd, mow
the godly tan ceafeth, Fow much zeal for God, and’

: . zofpel
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goﬁSel dottrine, compaffion for the perithing fouls ot .
finners, and true holinefs, is taken from amongtt us,
by this ftroke of God’s hand. :

If we call to remembrance Mr. Whitcfelds peculiar
and eminent gifts for the gofpel-miniftry, his fervour,
diligence and fuccefs in the work of it: What a friend
‘he has been to us, and our interefls, religious and
civil, tc New Englond, and all the Britifb colonies on
the continent: How generoufly he has opened not
only his mouth for us, but his heart alfo to us, and
fpent himfelf unto wearinefs, and even unto death
amongft us, and for us; afbower of tears poured on
his grave, together with all the decent funeral refpect
we can pay his clayey tabernacle, is but an equitable,
yea, but a fmall inconfiderable tribute.

But then, is there no balm in Gilead? s there nothing
to relieve us, when our heart is almoft overwheimed
within us, on occafion of the removal of this excel-.
" lent fervant of Chrilt, who was fo dear to us in the
bands of love and grace? Yes. Precious in the fighs.
of the Lord is the dvath of bis [aints. He ftands by
them; and is not, we may be fure, ¢¢ an unconcerned
fpectator, when they are ftruggling away their bréath,
and fainting off the ftage of mortality.” He can
cafily affure them, thar their fins are forgiven, and
comfort them with his guiding rod, and fupporting
Saff : when they pafs through the dark walley of the .
Jhadow of death, be their paffage ever fo quick.

Befides, th bodies of our pious friends, that are
fallen under the difhonours of the grave, fhall be
raifed up in glory. And this confideration is enough
to mingle praifes with our tears. Chrift our glorious
Lord will recover them from the power of the grave,
deftroy that laft enemy, and rejoice over them, as one that
divides the [poil. Death is making fearful bavock
now among the people and minifters of Chrift; buc
before long ke will lead captivity captive. And they
fhall join in that fong of triumph, Ob death, where is
1hy Jting 2 Ob grave, where is thy Vidory? Thanks be

untn'
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anto God, who gives us the victory through Fefus Chrift
aur Lord.

And with what marks of fhining beauty and glory
fhall the bodies of all the faints, and efpecially thofe
who have turaed many to righteoufnefs, be diftinguifbed
in that day. \

It is « a known circumftance in the ftory of Augu/-
tus Cefar, that when he was quitting empire and life,
he exprefled his grear fatisfaction in the improve-
ments he had made in the buildings of Rome, fo that
whereas he found it brick he left it marble.  But furely
Chrift may much more glory in it, when he defcends
in all the pomp of the refurreétion-day, that he has
made a nobler change, even in this corporal part of
our nature; and that whereas he found it mortal, cor-
ruptible clay, he has raifed it to a firength and fplendor,
fuperior to that ‘of marble or adamant. This is the
joy and triumph of the blefled Jefus: This is the
glorious hope, that animates éhe Cbriftian under the
~mournful profpect of the ravages of death. Glorious
hope! revivipg thought!” enough to balance and
over-balance the « forrows of this day.” :

And are there no ufeful leffons taught us by this
voice of divine providence? yes, many. Firft, tbas
all fiofl is grafs, and all the goodlinefs thereof is as the
Slower of the field. . The grafs withereth, the flower
Jadeth ; becaufe the fpirit of the Lord bloweth upon it,
and ¢ blafts all its glory:” furely the people is grafs,
and their minifters too. .

Secondly ; that it is an inftance of egregious folly to
put our truft in the greateft of men, princes, or the
beltof Chrifl’s minifters, whofe breath is-in their nofirils, =
and may eafily and fuddenly pafs away. A .

Let us therefore learn to turn our eyes off from
them, and to go to and drink waters out of the living

- rock, that can never fail. And then this will be our
confolation, which no outward lofs can take away,
the Lord liveth, and we fhall be able to fay, 2leffed be

our rock, and let the God of our falvation be exalted.
: Poflibly

A ———- .



-

of the Rev. Mr. WHITEFIELD. 33

* Poffibly fme have entertained in their minds too
high an efteem of God’s precious fervant, and attri-
buted that power and honour unto him that is due
only to him that werketh all in all. Now God has
‘removed bim, and thewn tbem, that how much foever
of God 4e had about him, yet he was but a man, and
is fallen like owe of the princes: may fuch learn to open
their hearts more to the wifeft and beft of Beings,
¢ now this dear. gueﬁ has quitted its apartment in
them.”

Again, we are taught of what impertance it is unto
all of us, and unto Chrif’s minifiers particularly, to be

~at work in good earneft, while it is day, becaufe our

time is certainly fhort, and untertainly continued

our work grear, and the night is coming ; if we would
be found amongft thofe blefled fervants, that are do-
ing the will of their. Lord when he comes. If we
are not wakeful and watchful, he will come in an

" hour, when we are not aware. May we a// hear that

voice of wifdom and love, which cries to us, be ye alfo
ready. And may we in particular yield ajuft attention
unto it, who are employed in the minifterial work. .
Nextly, God teaches us, how little need he has of

the fevvices of his moit ative and fervent nfinitters.
Our dear departed friend and brother was a veffel of
bouur, eminently fitted for the mafior’s ufe; but he i1s
broken in pieces. The rich treafure laid up in him
is diffipated; and we are ready to adopt the language
of the affli&ted church of old time : The precious fam‘
of Zion comparable to fine gold, how are they eficemed as
eartben pitchers! ¢ But herein our great Lord difplays
his royalty. He can form the moft promifing inftru-
meats of fervice; and can lay them afide, and carry
on his caufe without them.” Bebsld, as tbe clay is in
the hand of the potter, fa are wein the band of the Lord
oser God.
F urthcrmorc, the fudden death, which has been fo *
Jiriking and furprifing unto us, may be defigned of
God, 1Q #ry and exercife our fubmiflion and rcﬁgnatxon
; to
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to his wife and holy will. The death of a neighbour
is a call to us to fee and own God’s foverzignty over life
and death. Behold, be taketh away, and who éan bin-
der bim? Or who fhall [ay unto bim, what doeft thou ?
But when God takes away a valuable friend, an ex-
cellent minifter of Chrift, a fpiritual father, sz inter-
preter one among a thoufard, how toucking, how trying
is the cafe? And how deep fhould eur fubmiffion be ?
And the greater biafs we feel in our paffions towards
rifing and rebelling againft the orders of Heaven, the
more fhould we ftrive with our own hearts, to difpofe .
them to fay, thy will be done on eartb as it is in Il;ea-
ven. And how difficult foever it is to us, in this*
imperfect and corrupt ftate, may all of us, who feel
the lofs of a wife and good friend, and minifter of
Chrift, and the fellow traveller of the deceafed in fpe-
cial, left folitary, at a diftance from his native land,
(whom God preferve, fupport and comfort, under the
heavy bereavement of his hand) be enabled, through
the gracious influences of the divine fpmt, to fubmit
to the wifdom and will of our Father in heaven, . who
knows what is beft for us, better than we do ours
felves.

And now, my dear fe/low-maurner:, whllc we are -
weeping over the grave of the Lord’s fervant, let us
not forget that which calls for a greater lamentation
ftill, viz. that dlindnefs of mind and bardnefs of heart,
which makes fo many of our fellow-men rejesi the
counfes of God againft themf:lves, and defpife that fove-
reign remedy for all their miferies, which the grace
of God has provided, and exhibited to them in the
bleffed gofpel; and refufe to hearken to the voice of
any of his charmers, charm they ever fo wifely.
Oh' firs, ¢ dying fouls, efpecially when they are dy-

- ing,” under the greateft plenty and variety of the
means of grace, and under the offers of life, are a

fight incomparably more fad and awful than the dead

‘body of a faint. And how many among us are yeg
blind, deaf and dead? And can we fee our nexghb,oars,
7 and
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and perhaps fome of our neareft relations too on. the
borders of everlafting perdition, and not fhed a tear
forthem? Where is our faztb as Chriftians if we don’t
believe them tobein imminent danger of eternaldeath 2
Aand where is. the tendernefs of our hearts and- our
love, if we can fee them, feem to be fo nearto that
ftate,where there is forrow without allay or end, and
be unaffe&ed? Ob that our besds were waters,and our
eyes were fountains of tears, that we might weep day and
night, for carelefs delaying-finners, who, in defpite of
all the thunders of God’s law, and the fweet attraﬁzan;
of the gofpel, will run their own ruin.

And to add no more, let all of us, who believe
the truths, and love the precepts of the gofpe] and
bave an hope towards God, that there fball be a refurrec:
tion of the dead, be exhorted not to mourn for our
pious deceafed friends, as thofe that bave no bope of a re:
furreftion; but fupport and folace ourfelves, under
the forrows of their departure from us, with refrefh-
ing hope of rifing with them af the.refurrection of the -
Juﬂ ; and bearing a”part with them in everlatting
fongs of praife, _unto him that-fits upon the throne,
and unto the Lamb of God.. Then fball mortality be
Swallowed up of life, * and no traces of it left.” .Then
we fhall have not only a nearer, more perfe&
and joyous fellow/bip; with our deat and pious friends,
one before us; but, which is- mcomparably more,

we fhall behold the face of God; our God in righte-
oufnefs, be fatisfied with his llkcneﬁ flled wich his
love, and tranfported with his glory.

May this be the happy portion of éach of our fouls,
thraugh Chrift our Lord and Saviour, to whom be
Zlory, dammzon, dnd pmzfe, now and for ever, AMEN
and AM]:.N

W
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GEORGIUM WHITEFIELD,

* Labosibus facris olim abundantem, nunc verd, ut bend fpera-
_ * tur, cxleftem et immortalem vitam cum Chrifto agentem.

EPITAPHIUM
(Av&ore THoMA G.xssou"s', S. T.P)

FleGtum et divinum vas, Wbitefielde, fuifti,
> Ingenio pollens, divitiifque facris: - '
His opibus populo longé latéque tributis,
Tandem perfruesis letitia fuperim, -
Inque hanc intrafti Domino plaudente miniftrum
Expertum in multis affiduumque bonum :
& Ecce mei portus, et clara palatia ceeli
"¢ Deliciis plenis omnia apeérta tibi:”
Pum matutinam ftellam, quim. dulce rubenteny!
Vivificofque rores offa fepulta manent.

ENGLISHED.

A veflel chofen and divine, replete
" 'With Nature’s gifts, and Grace’s richer ftores, .
‘Thouw, MWbiteficld, waft: thefe, throygh the warld
- difpens’d :
In Jong laborieus travels, thou 3 length
Haft reach’d the realms of reft, to whi¢h thy Lord
" Bas welcom’d thee with his immenfe applaufe.
¢ All hail, my fervant, in thy various trufts
« Found vigilant and faithful: fee the ports,
* @ See the eternal kingdoms of the fkies,
«« With all their boundlefs glory, - boundlefs joy,
« Qpen’d for thy reception, and thy blifs.”
Meantime the body, in its peaceful cel}
Repofing from its toils, awaits the ftar,
‘Whofe living lyftres lead that promis’d morn,
Whofe vivifying dews thy moulder’d carfe
_$pall vifir, and immortal life infpire. '

FINTIS .





