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Rev'd and Dear S I R,

¥ OU will eafily remember the free and friendly
converfation welately had together upon the to-

pic of the communion of churches. You feemed

a little ftumbled that we had no communion with fuch a
particular minifter and church, fince you underftood bo.h
they and we were agreed in the effentiai dotrines of re-
ligion. I told you that the minifter of that congrega-
tion had n. - afked me to preach for him upon any
occafion what.ver—that I did not know the difficulty on

~ his and his people’s fide—But I had a difficulty, I would

be glad that you, or any other perfon could remove out
of my way—I honeftly told you my difficulty, but you
offercd me nothing that gave me any fatisfaction, iu that
affair which very nearly concerns me, and every other
honeft man.

Therefore, according to th. antient laudable cuftom,
I now appeal to the common pcople ; and am determin-

ed
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ed not to withdraw my appeal, if they will not poifon
their underftandings before they hear me our. If they
condemn me, I expet they will offer fome perfwafive
arguments for my convition : or, if they have not tho-
roughly confidered the matter, I hope, in a fhort view, to
give them evidence fufficient to fatisfy them that I am
right in my fentiments,

In the interview with my reverend and worthy friend,
1 told him my opinion, which I thall now affert to be an
important truth, viz, thar 4 COMMUNION OF FAITH 1§
ESSENTIAL TC THE COMMUNION OF CHUK CHIS,

By this affertion I do' not mean'that churches may not
hold occafional communion i fealing ordinances, where
they vary in fume modes of adminiftration and govern-
ment. If I have not greatly miftaken the ratter, it is
the will of God that the unity of the church fhould not
be laid upon fuch points 5 but that chriftians who differ
in fuch things, thould have inwa;d charity, and outward
communion witlrone another, To fhut out others from
our communion that differ from us only in thofe things,
Which we believe are not effential articles in religion, ap-
pears to me very dithonourable to Chrift, and the defign
of his gofpel. The Apoftle Paus in Rom. 14th chap.
exprefly cautions againft judging and condemning one
another, on account of our different opinions and practi-
ces refpecting non-effentials. <« Who art thou,” a poor,.
finful, ignorant creature, ¢ thas iudgeft another man’s
fervant,”fo as to pafs fentence of condermnation upon him,,
for ufing his liberty in thefe matters. Tho’ I may be
perfuaded that one fort of church government is nearer
the original plan, than another, yet I apprehend there is
no reafon from thence for denying orcafional communion,
to thofe that differ from me in that refpect, provided they
walk charitably. Setting up uniiormity in ail points, as

effential to chriftianity and communion, diretly leads to -

perfccution -

.
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perfecution and lording it over God’s heritage : hang.afh'
to undermine the great and weighty matters of the king-
dom of God, which we pretend to favour.  If we fet uﬁ
non-effentials as terms of chriftian communion, we teac
others to turn all religion into empty fhow and forma-
lity. Whatever diftrated the chriftian churqh more,
either in former or later times, than fuch amazing con-
duct ? But we need not go abroad, nor to former days
for flagrant, plentiful evidence to our purpofe. At this
time the Anadaptifts feem to place their ALL in a mere
mode, and compafs fea and land to profelite weak peo-
ple over to it : And thus zeal for a party goes to make
up their great deficiences in chrittianity.

But, God be thanked, 1 hopc. the better part of our
common people have better fentiments, and at prefent
under better direCtion. Therefore, I can freely tell them
what I mean by a communion of faith being effential to
the communion of churches. Tho’ I ~hhor a rigid en-
Joining uniformity in every Puntiilio ; .t I’ cannot fee
that communion with thofe minifters wno are known to
tcach the dotrines which calviniftic divines do believe are
fubverfive of chriftianity, or do not open and enforce
what we call the peculiar do€trines of grace, may be ad-
mitted to minifterial communion, nor thofe qm a.dhem
to them be admitred to occafional communion in the
Lord’s fupper. Hence you may eafily fee that I chink
thofe w'~ ought to have communion in our churches
muft profefs and teach, ¢ the innate, univerfal and fin-
“ ful depravity of the heart, derived from Adfzm, the
“ firft tranfgreffor—that no man can recover himfelf to
the favour and image of God—that Chrift alone is
** Mediator in the covenant of grace—thar his righteouf-
““ nefs is the only moral ground of a finner’s juftification
betore God—that he is really God and man, in two

* diftinét natures, and one perfon forever——that he is tt;:

[,
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“ be believed, trufted in, received and fubi~* ed S t wele. Chrift and Belial, orthodoxy and herefy, in one

* our teaching prophet, atoning and interceeding prieft,
8 governing King—that no man will receive him with |
*“ an whole hearr, in the whole of his character, but he

(19
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only that is effeGtually calied by the unfrufterable grace
“ of God-that the fpirit of God is appointed to cail in
¢ the ele@t—and that all who are called according to the
*“ divine purpofe fhall certainly obtain eternal life,”

The e ase tome inftances of fcripture do&rine, which
we protefs to believe ; and thofe other dorines which
are connected with them, we lonk upon fundamental ar-
ticles of chriftianity. I do not pretend to reckon them
all 5 but they are all found in thofe proteftant confeflions
of faith that I have forme acquaintance with, And, in
general, they appear to be neceffary to be preached by
minifters, and piotefied by all chriftians as effential to
falvation ; ard tor that reafon neceflary to the commu-
nion of churches, '

Now, as long as we profefs to believe fuch like articles
ta be tundamental to chriftianity, how abfurd is it for us
to hold minitterial or facramental communion with thofe
thatdeny them ? T am far from being alone in my fenti-
ments upon this fubjcét. Dr, Owen, Dr. Watts, Mr.
Burgefs, [/r. Baxter, and many other renowned divines
tn the chriftian church, have afferted that a communion
of faith is effential to the communion of churches. And
indeed, it we hoid minifterial or facramental communion
with thofe that maintain do&rines contrary to godlinefs,
we introduce contufion into the church, and make the
body of Chrift a monfter, Thus was one method that
Julian the apoftate took to overthrow and root out the
chriftian religion irom his empire 5 and it was a method
fo much the more dangerous, the lefs it appeared fo,—m
What more effi:étuai wiy could any man t.ke, to brin
chriftianity into contempt, than to mix light and darl{g-’
nefs,

[ 3

- gomgunwpion ?

But, to prevent fuch an overthrow by communing

* with thofe who, under the profeflion of chriftianity, in-

roduce principles fubverfive of it, or defpife its eflential

| i i “the minifters of
- dottrines,we have the bright example of the minifter

" the f::vem Afian churcnes fet before us, for our imitation,
- They are highly commended (Rev. ii. and iii. chap.) for

i ' ofing error, and sefufing church-com-
.tn};lex:itz):éi.';?hot‘l)lgfc z«'.'%.o t-t2zhed corrupt doctrines, and
their adherents. Their zeal againlt corrupters of the
word of God, appears to be according ro knowlcdg‘t‘:, by
their diligent fearch into the principles of thofe, who * faid

; ? d them

they were apoftles, and were not.” They found the |
ouiyto b im[;))oﬁors, and not the true minifters of Chrift.
- They bravely bore up under the oppofition they met

with from the talfe apoftles, and would not permit shem

- nor their followers to continue in their holy {fellowthip,
~ but ftood their ground againft all contradittion,

And it is manifet, if I miftak~ not, that the apofties
of our Lord, in their epiftles, are, to the full, as zealoufly

* againft falfe dotrines and their fupporters, as
f. ;J(E;ﬁidt:g be. Let us attend to two or three evidencos
. of it, when Hymencus and Alexander had « made thip-
© ¢ wreck concerning faith,” or fallen from the great
¢ tryths of the gofpel, and broached eflential errors, they
* were caft out of the communion of the church, to fecure
} the honor of Chrift and his gofpel, to humble their pride
. and bring them to repentance,& for a warning 1o others 3
{ See 1 Tim. i.20. Andthe fame apoftle (Tie. iii. 10.)
- exprefly commands us to rejes, inftead of holding com-

munion with thofe that embrace dangerous errors, which

' tend to0 overthrow the chriftian religion ; rejeét commu-

nion with them ; avoid their company ; caution others

againit them, and have nathing to do with fc&ari:ls‘ ;f
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their ftamp.  Surely then, the boundlefs exercife of the
communion of churches which fome have unhappily fal-
len into, is not in obedience to the command of Chrift,
but in contradiction toit. *Tjs not the way to reclaim
offenders, nor 10 preferve or reftore unity, but to widen
breaches and create new ones : for it opens a wide door,
to defpife the pure gofpel of Chrift, to grieve the gene-
ration of God’s children, and encourage men of corrupt
minds to domineer. Befides, Paxl, in his epiftle to the
Romans, (Chap. xvi.) in order to cultivate and mazintain
chriftian love, does earneftly intreat and exhort his chrif-
tian brethren to obferve with diligence and attention the
firft approaches of talfe teachers, and their adherents,
Verfe 17th, ¢ I befeech you, brethren,mark them which
““ caufe divifions and offences, contraryto the dofrine which
“ ye have learned ; and avoid them.” This feems to be
a feafonable exhortation, after the apoftle had been open-
ing, proving and enforcing the main doctrines of the
chriftian religion, and vindicating of them from the ca-
vils of falfe teachers. The.epiftle contains a fummar
of thofe dotrines which he had more fully explained and
cleared-up to the ehurch at Rome, whiltt he was with them,
Now he tells them, thofe that would innovate and teach
any other dottrine are to be difcried and marked out, as
enemies to thé church of Chrift. The like council is given
in 2 Thefl iii. 14. But more fully enjoined, 1 Tim. vi.
3- *“ If any man teach otherwifc,” or different from the
doctrine that [ have preached, * and confent not to
¢ wholefome words, even the words of our Lord Jefus
“ Chrift, and to the do@rine which is according to god-
“ linefs :” i, e. if he don’t give his affent and confent to
the fundamental articles of chriftian dorine : * from:
fuch withdraw thyfelf,” i, e. have nothing to do with fuch
men ; reject their principles, practices and converfation ;
withdraw as far irom them, as they have withdrawn trom

the
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the Truth. Sothe apoftle Jabn, having given a caution
againft deceivers, fays, in his fccond Epift. v. 10, l’f
¢ therecome any wito you, and bring not this doct.ine;
i. ¢. the pure doctrine of Chrift, ¢ receive him not into
% your houfe, neither bid him God fpeed.”  For he that
goes o tar as to countenance him in his pernicious er-
rors, is acceflary to, and by juft conftruction a partier
with him in his errors : He helps him forward, and en-
courages others to fall in with him.

I could eafily adduce more witnefles to the truth of
what I have afferted, and enlarge upon thote already ot-
fered : but it is apprehended, that people of common un-
derftandings and careful attention, will think enough has
been faid already for the convi&tion of all the impartial,
who are fincerely willing to obey God, that a communi-
on of faith, in the explained fenfe, is efientially neceffary
to the communion of churches. _

Hence, I think, it follows, that thofe churches, which
profefs calviniftic principles, as efiential doctrines of fal-
vation, ought to be deemed highly to blame, if they
fhould hold communion with arian, pelagian, or armiqian
churches, becaufe their principles ace fubverfive of the
chriftian faith; and fucha prattice would naturally tend
to overthrow the chriftian religion. ’Tis no difficult
thing to fee who they are that hinder unica and commu-
nion among thofe that profefs the orthodox faith. I: it
were poflible for an angel to come down from heayen_;
be he who he may, or his pretenfions what they will, if
he dcliver any fyftem of doctrine contrary to the funda-
mental principles of chriftianity, he moft be rejected.«—
Who are they then, that hinder the holy communion of
churches that are agreed in fundamentals ? *Tis granted
that circumftantials are no bars in the way : methinks
the impartial would be willing to agree to any thing that
is reafonable ; but I don’t fee how it is peffible to hold
communion with thofe that grafp at conumunnoqwz;‘h

the
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the moft heterodox churches in the land. Inftead of com-
mucion, fuch offenders ought to be cut off : and if, in-
itead of paftoral affociations, fcriptural coniociations were
agreed upon aud comiplisd with by the oithodox ia this
province, it would be a good means to root out he.efy,
at leaft to weaken irs power, But if profeffors of calvin-
ilm will open their aime and embyrace thofe that adhere
to the moft corrupt doctrines, hieaches, it may be ex-
pected, wiil grow wider and wider, and many congrega-
tions, that have a meafure of peace, will be filked with
diftractions. ,

But what fhall be dont. to remedy this great and grow-
ing evil ? Anfwer, Raving refufed communion with thofe

that deny what we Jook upon fur.damental articles inthe

chriftian religion, let thole who are agreed in calviniftic
doftrines, heartiiy embrace each other, tho’ they fhould
think and aét differently in leflfer matters. Let not dif-
ferent modes of adminiftration or government be any
hindrance to minifterial or facramental communion. It
is being united in dotrines and their efficacy, that are
the cloiing principles. I look upon it a great favour,
that he difference, with regard to many, is not in the
effential doétrines of chriftianity, tho’ they may differ in
frnall matters. Now feeing there are effential dotrines,
wherein the godly do agree, let unity and comniunion
be nourifhed among them, and that will tend to preduce
the fruits of peace and love. If we fhould happen to

difagree in fome things of lefs confequence, the apoftle

Payl fays, (Phil.iii. 16.) ¢ Neverthelefs, whereto we
‘“ have already attaine:!, let us walk by the fzme rule,
¢ let us mind the fame thing ;” in oppofition to thofe
that are enemies to the great doctrines of chriftianity, or

that trifle with them.
If minifters and people would obferve thefe things,znd
maintain brotherly love in their hearts, and exprefs it in
theis
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their vifible conduét ; if they would ftrive together, in
promoting thz kingdom and glory of Chrift ; if they
would «ll agree in one end, which is to fet forward the
work of God ; if people would efteein and chearfully
fubmit to their church officers, and officers would watch
for {ouls as thofe that mif} glve an account to God ; if
thefe things were ftrictly attended 10, and confcientioufly
put in practice, we have reafon to hope that our breaches
would foon be healed, communion and peace reftored,
and that God wiil blefs, and caufe us to fee good days.
But if, on the other hand, we lofe the fentirae.ats of hu-
manity, and bite and devour gge another, there is great
reafon to fear, left the God of Tove and peace forfake vs,
and cur church-flate be brought to utter ruin.

Your's, &c.

w,
A

Maffackuletts-Bay, Aug. 28, 1770,




