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Account of the Revival of Religion at Ly M Eab
Parifb, in Connecticut, finifhed.

Eecing I have mentioned fomething of the /Indians, and
theHeadQuarters of the NeantickIndians being within the
Limits of this Parith ; I thall write a fewThings of the

wonderful Work of Gon’s Grace among them: A poor
ignorant People, that for Ages paft have lived without God in
the Iorid 5 that did not feem to have any Thing of Reli-
eion among them ; generally given to Sabéath-breaking,but
efpecially to Drurzémnq/;, and thereby kept themfehes very
poor and low in the World.

Some Years paf? there were Attempts by preaching the Gol-
pel and a Scheol among them, to bring them out of their
heatbenifh State to the Knowledze of the true Goo and the
Embracement of the Gofpcl of our Lorp JEsts Chris
but to fo little good Effect, that it was grven over.

After the remarkable Concern among us 1741, [muade 2n
Offer to go among them and preach to them ; but et 1
ceiving any Encourawcmcnt from them that they would con .
to hear me, 1 did not go.

About the Beginning of duguft 1741, the Rev. Mr. Du
tort of Long-{fland came and preached to them ; an . iu:m.. !
them were bopefully converved by his Miniftry, and fome 1505
awakened.  And after that, the relicious Concern not onle
continued among them,but increafed for s contiderable T ime;
and there are twenty or upward ot this Trive ot Indrans that
have been bopefully converted. And {ince that Time, the
greater Part of them have been careful to attend the preco

ing .of the Word on the Lord’s Day and other Opportanitice.
P Wb
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they that before feemed to be at the Point of Separation from
him, had their Hearts wonderfully united to him : (A happy
leldf.nw) and ever fince he has .lppt.llcd very hively and
fervent in the dpuit of the Lorp and in his Caute. "Ihis
Ivening about feven or erghe had hopetully acrue Difcovery
0f]125l':-ClHU:~ Tawere mm'crtcd.,:nul received Confolation,

On Lriday this Weceky as [returned preached aLedture
and there feemed to be (if T don’ ttorget) contiderable of the
Movings of the Seirrr. 1 had thoueht to preach a Leéture
this Lwvenme 3 but the Diftiets wacfo greaty that I thought
Gonb called rather to fpend the Time in Prayer with and
counlelhing of the Diftrelled 5 and the Evening was fo fpent.

The Number of them that hopcfully experienced a faving
Change in Mr. fewer's Pavith this [1eek, cither at the pub-
lick Mectings, orin the Space between, was fuppofed to be
about rwenty Perfons. Let Gop have all the Glory of it,
if he hath made Ule of me the eft of all daints and molt
unworthy of the Nliuufters, as an Inftrumene of Good to
any Souls.

George Grificeld

Account of the Revival of Religion 1 the WirsT
Parisutof Liyme in Lo-m:E(,TICU'r, about 130
Miles Southweflward of Bolton, ina Letter from the
Rev. Mr. Yarlons, Paflor of the Church there.

To the Reverend Mr. Prince of Bofton.

Lyme April 14, 1744.

Rev. Sir,
Here have been fo many Prejudices in the Minds of
People, againft the late glorious P/mfm of the Hony
SpIR1IT 3 and fo many Mifreprefentations of it rr.fpcd:nrr
this Place in particular, that I have been long doubtful in
myv own Mind, whether it wou’d be conducive to the Inte-
reftof CHRIsT’s Kingdom, for me to give the Publick
any Account of thé very gracious Revival of Religion amon;
us ; or whether it was befl to be filent, left Men fhould re-
proach and mock yct more and more.  But at length, 1 am
prevail’d upon ; and confidering the vaft Falfhoods that

have been fpread about the Country refpedling our Opiniions
and
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and Vraélices in this Plice, vou mufl fuffer me to'be a litde
more particulary, than oiberwafe hould be 5 bodudes my
riving fome Hints of the "Town, s dettlement, &c. and my
ficit Setrlenent alfo.

Loy st v Down, T luppnley near feoenty foven Yearsold :
it was areetnally the toene with Suvleace, and gy that Part of
it winch lteson the £Fad side o Comeddicue Ricer. When
thetsenerR AL Counrr fet it ol o enpry the Poviledee: of
a Town, and eave it a Name, there were feareedv ¢/ ity Fas
mithes in the whole, as Lam intormed by fome of our aged
Peopte. They cled the Reve Moy Mzfes Neyes to preach
ant e them, foon atter they had Town Priv Jedpes beftowed
up n them.  He came and p::..u..n "} about r.'.r,':r:r; Y ears to
the People betore he was ordained, and /sy Years after-
wards,  Hewas efteem™ty by the bat Judres that keew
him, a Nan of pres and evtenfive l.mmmfr an eveedlent
Chrittian and jrdicisns Divine,  Asto his Ponciples in the
Dctiines of Religion, they were truly Calv.niflic, as ap-
pears from h s Notes;, tomeof which [have by me : And the
Rev, Mr. ddather 120510 his Frerevel Sermon, that he often
Laimented the Farors,which he fear’d were creeping tn among
us ; p:r!f.:m'mw" 0 the Schzafs and ysuny Candidates far the
M dry o Thas was what made lnm backward to have a
Calleagne,  He us’d to fay ¢ Peluzan and Arminian Principles
were {0 contrary to Chriftiaon Exocrienre that it was hard to ay
fuch as embrac’d them were converted Men’. As tohisOpimon
about the Difcipline of the Church 5 fome fay that he was a
Prefbyterian 3 Mre, Alather calls him 2 macerat € igregatisngl
Aluny but others fay he approv’d of the Articles of Aeree-
ment drawn up by a Gerxrral Conncil held at § pfrocd inthe
Year 1708. Tho' the latzer Account, Ithink, mutt be a
Mittake, it etcher of the former are true. When old Age
had bow’d him together, and he tound bimfelf unable to
do the needful Services of the Mnifiry, he contented to
have a Miaifter fettled with him, if one cou’d be found
whom be judg’d fie for the Oflice: And after fome Trials,
at laft the People fent torNr.Sumuel Pierpont, Son to the very
excellent thc Rev. Mr. James Pierpont of New- Haven.
He came to this Town Feb. 16. 1720,1. and {oon approv’d
him{elf to the Pafler and Chrijlian léc()plc, for his Picty and
minilterial Gifts., But being very young be declin’d fettling
~ for fumetime : “twas almoft g Year and ten Montlss before he

Was
&
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was ordaln’d, from the Time of his firlt coming to preach
in this Place.  December 120 1722, he was (olemnly fepe-
rated to the Work of the Miniftry, to the great Satisfaétion
of Mr. Noyes and the People.  Now this aged Servant of
Curist hiad gotten an Helper, who agreed with him in the
fame Dotrines of Faith, and flam’d with holy Zcal for
Souls 3 he tho’t the Danger over, and was ready to fay, Now
lettefl thou thy Servant depurt in Peace. But Mr. Pierpont’s
Time, after his Settlement, was very fhort 3 on the 15th of
NMareh following bis Qrdination, he was drowned, as he was
crofling Conneéticut River in a Cawoe 5 and then Mr. Neyes
was left to mourn, and labour in the Miniftry under the
many Infirmitics of old Age, alone.

I think the Town was divided into o Parifhes before
Mr. Peirpont’s Death; and in the Year 1724, 1t I'miftake
not, the Court fet (fFa third. Belides thele threey therce are
2vo other Parithes made, partly, out of this Town ; one of
which is madc partly out c§ Colchefler , and the otber partly
out of Eafi- Haddam, two adjoining Towns.

Mr. NovEks being left of many on each Side, (by Reafon
of Parith Bounds) that us’d to be his fpecial Charge, he went
on preaching to that Part of the Town which is call’d the
fir/l Parifp. Indeed, he cou’d not preach conftantly, and
therefore the People provided Help for him ; and were de-
figned,as foon as poflible, to have another fettle among them.
Their venerable Paftor, who had been labouring for fo many
Years in the Word and Deéirine, died Novemb. 10th 17929,
in the 86th Year of his Age, and left the People in a very
broken and divided State : they were then very zealoufly
contending about the fettling of another Minifter, who had
been preaching among them for fome Time before.  But
after fome hard Struggles that Gentlemnar tho’t it a Piece of
Prudence to Jeave them : And when the Hope of fome and
Fear of others about his fettling was pretty well over, they
gave me an Invitation to preach as a Probationer for Scttle-
ment.  This was in lefs than v Months after I took my firj#
Degree at YALE-CoLLEGE ;5 yet, with the Concurrence
of the Rev. and Hon, Mr. WirLri1ams, then RecrTor of
thut CoLLEGE, 1 came hither Febr. 29th 1729,30,and had
a Call fiom the People the AZay following, to fettle in the
Work of the Miniftry among them : Which Call was azain
sencwed the latier £nd of the Summer.

(To be continued.)
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wAccount of the Revival of Religionat Loy me Weft Parifi
in Connelticut, comtinued.

% UT from fome Scruples then upon my Mind about
ke the Validity of our Ordinations, tagether with the
3 5 Right of the civi! Magiftrate to impofe Forms of
Worthip, I refus’d to take the Overflight of the
Church, until the 17th of the following Aarch, tho' 1 was
urged to it.  In the mean Time I was endeavouring to find
out the Truth refpeéting thefe Things ; and as one Mean of
Light, I made a Vifit to the Rev. Dean Berkley, fince
Bithop of Chin in Ireland, who was then at New-Port on
Rbode-Ifland.  He treated me with grear Humanity, and en-
deavour’d to convince me that it was my Duty to go over
into the Intereft of the Church of Encland, And as 1 had
frecly told him myDifficulties,when I came to take myLeave
of him,he made me a Prefent ot Mr.Richard Hosker’s Eccle-
fiaftical Polity. 1 took further Pains, by reading, converfing
and otherways, to get Satisfaction about my Duty ; and by
that Timec the Day appointed for Qrdination came, my
Scruples were fo far remov’d, thatl tho’t F might fafely re-
ceive Ordination from the Minifters chofen, and met toge-
ther. Immediately before I took the Overlight of the Flock,
I did, before the Council and the Brethren of the Church, ¢x-
prefly renounce the Articles for Church Difcipline drawn up.
at Say- Brook, and took the general Platform of the Gofpel for
my Rule ; ‘upon which the Church unanimonfly voted me to
be their Pafler, and the Counesl concur’d, and proceeded to
Ordination. I am fince that, (:ho’ for a "Fime I had rifing

Ddf;bts) well fatisfied that the Seréptures make no Difference
' Q. between
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between Bifhap and Prefbyter 5 that CunrisT alone is Ay
of his Church, and has givén Latus to ity and Authority to
execute them ; arfdahat no Man has a Right by fines o civil
Forcey to bind any Man to Worfliip Gob in this or that par-
ticular Form.

- At theTime of myOrdination there wero upwards of ejghty
Families belonging to our Congregation, befides fomeBaptifis
within the Parith Bouhds : ‘the Number is encreas’d td about
one Flundred and tsventy-eight belonging to my Charge, which
by Computation, contain about /fix Souls in a Iamily onc
with another ; in the whole feven Hundred and fixty-cight
Souls, or there abouts.

. The Summaer following my’ Ordination there was a greag
Effufien of the HoLy Srarit upon the People.  “I'here ap-
pear’d to be an uncommon Attention to the Preaching of the
Woid, and a difpofition to hearken to Advice ; and a re-
maskable Concern about Salvation.  T'was a general Ingung
among the Middle-aged and Youthy /#hat mufd. [ do 12 be
Javed 2 Great Numbers; came to my- Study, fome almoft
cvery Day for feveral Months together, under manifeft Con-
cern about their Souls,  Ifeldom went into a Houfe among
my Neighbours, but they had fome free Difcourfe about
Religion, or were fearclnit.z after the Meaning of fomeT exts
of Scripture. 1 wig’d themn very miuch to /2%rks, and gave
it as sny Opinion {perhaps too hattily) that fuch awakened
Souls cught to attend,upon the Lord’s-Supper : and in lefs
than 1 Months fifiy-rwe Parfons were added to the Church.
Theré-were feveral whole Families baptiz’d.  Many of the
young People.were greatly reformed : they turncd theirMeet-
ings for.vain Mirth into Meetings for Prayer, Conference
and reading Baoks of Piety. There was a Number of them
kepr a religious Socicty-about twe Years ; and they not only,
behav’d foberly, bur tpekPains to-difwade others from chir.y,.;
and frothy Canverfation. But, altho’ there was fuch a fair
Profpect of a conliderable Harveft of Souls, I have no fpecial
Reafons to make me think that many were favingly conver-
ted to Gob-in that Seafon of Concern.  Many indecd, made
an open Profeflion of Religion,. but there were very few did'
it under a Notion that faving, Grace is neceflary. in order tQ 3
latful Attendance upon the Lord’s-Supper. Nor have we, in.
our Admifliops to Communion, ever aéted upon,that Prin-
ciple, but the contfary. Ience it came to pafs that ‘we

found'
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found no Ufc for Relations, as they arc called, but laid them
by from the Beginning of my Miniftry, tho’ thcy had been
of conftant Ufe in my Predecefiors Day.  And truly I'm of
Opinion that the venerable Mr. Noyes alled right upon his
Principle of admitting none but what were, in 4 Judgment of
Charity, converted Perfons. For tho® we can’t attain fuch
pelitive Marks of Grace as to form an infallible “Judgment
concefning the fpiritual State of others, yet fuch Marks may
be had from an Account of thetr ]w[wncncu added to their
Life, as are fuflicient to found a pofirive Judgment of Chartly
with Refpedt to their fpiritualState. And it looks hichly rea-
fonable to me, that the Community fhould be allowed tOjIHI?C
of their Eaperiences as well as of thcir moral Condult.  Why
any Minifter thou’d affume the Prerogative to himfelf any
more than all other Power, without the concurring Judgment
of the Church, 1s what 1 do not well underftand : Nor do |
fee how a Church, acting upon fuch a Principle, can give up
their Right, or yet give their Vote to admit Perfons un-
der a Notion of their being converted, without hearing theit
Lxperiences. 1 muft Conﬁ:ﬁt to me, 1t looks like mrr'gmg (2
D.atter before they have heard it. But then, I think we ated
equally right, upon the Suppofition that Perfons may lawfully
come to the Lerd’s-Table knowing themfelves unconverted,
or la ing no good Grounds to hope that they are in a State of
Gruce: for they being admitted upon fuch a Principle, have
no Chriffsan Experience to relate. |

Bur to return from this Ihgreffion : In that Day I was
greatly in Love with Arminian Principles, and efpecially 1
abhor'd theDu&trineof GOD’s ABSOLUTESOVEREIGNTY
and that might be one Reafon why awaken’d Souls fell fhort
of a faving Change, and fettled down upon the Righreoufhef:
of the Law. The Dotrines that are natural for 2 Man of
fuch Principles to preach, you know, are calculated to gratify
the Pride of Men, to give them exalted Thoughts of their
own Duties. I was exceedingly pleafed with Dr. Tillstfen*s
Notions about the Power of Adan to perform the Con<
ditions of the Gofpel ; or to do that to whichGop has join’d
the Promife of fpeclal GGrace ; and’ fome "other. Sermons ot
his that fcem to be calculated to uphold {uch an Opinion.
Dr. Claré alfo, and others of the hke Stamp, that have
calculated a Scheme of Religion fuited to the corrupt Views

of an haughty Heart, were my beloved Authors. 1 had =
' Q. 2 Zecd
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Zeal of God, but not a lauduble one, becaule it 'was wot ce-
cording to Knowledge.  Being ignarant of Go's Righteou/nefs,
1 endeavour’d to get others to ¢flabiifl thesr ownRighteoufnefs,
and to keep them from fubmitting unto the Righteoufn:fs
of GOD.

*I'is now more than ten Years fince I bave fecn Caule to
renounce Armintan Principles, and turn quite about in fome
of the moft important Doltrines of the Chriflian Religion :
and confequently, you may well think, Siry that there wag
as great an Aleeration in my Preaching @ for Lhave all alng
preach’d, (as [ fuppole other Mintlters do) agreeable to my
owan Sentiments.  But Gop knows with how little Succefs
1 infifted upon the Things which 1 bad learned and been
alfured of.  Nothing feem’d to make any deep and lalting
Immpreflions for good upon the Minds of People in general
it look’d to me, they liv'd cafy without CHR1s 1, and with-
out Gon in the World, - Our prang People took unwarranta-
ble Liberties 5 Night-walking, Frolicking, and lend Pratices,
fome grew bold in, and cocourag’d and corrupted athers
thereby ¢ Others fell into Parey-Quurrels, and grew unecafy
with the Plainnefs of the Preaching, and were pleas'd fome-
times, to call it Cenlorioufnefs ; celpecially if I told then,
v¢ that | could not, upon our Pratice, reckon Counverfions
¢¢ by the Number of thofe that had joined to the Church ;
¢¢ or that ] feared very few had been converted {ince my
<« Miniftry among them ; and when 1 infifted upon it that
¢ an external Profeflion of the truc Religion, join’d with a
¢t good Degree of deftrinal Knowledge, external Devotion,
¢ negative Blamelelnefs, and the like, were not good Evi-
¢ dences that a Perfon was a rea/ Chriftian §  but infifted
<< ypon it that all were fpiritually dead byNature,muft havea
«¢ Principle of fpirstual Life implanted,muft be converted to
«¢ (Fop, have fenfible Communion with CHRIsT, and live
¢« a Life of Faith, as they would entertain well grounded
«« Hopesof Heaven.”” Thefe were hard Sayings, and many
wou'd not receive them. Thus it was with us for feveral
Yzars, until 1 was awfully deferted of Gop, and got into a
very dully legal Frame my felf, and then fome were beticr
pleas’d. ' | :

'Tis now almoft four Years fince it pleafed Gop to
ftrengthen and enlarge my Delires after the Increafe of
CHR1sT’s Kingdem, and to flir me up to more ardent Ln-

deavours
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dcavours afier the eternal Welfare of émmortal Souls.  Chritt
and his Caule grew exceeding precions 3 and one Soul appear’d
of more Worth than a Thoufand Worlds 5 the Souls that
were committed to my Charge lay with vaft Weighe and
Tendernels upon my Mind,  ‘The State of Religion look’d
difinal :  But tew Inftances of Petfons that [ cou’d meet with
among them, that feem’d to be fuitably affeéted with the Mi-
feries of a perithing World, and the decaviog State of Reli-
pion.  ‘The News of Mr, Whitepicld’s niling up with great
Zeal for Holinets and Souls, had great Influence upon my
Mind : God made Ut of frequent Accounts about hun to
awaken my Attention, to humble me for paft Deadnefs, and
-roufe me up to fee my own Standing, and found an Alarm in
fome poordore, to a drowly,carclelsPeople. When he came
to foslon the venerableDr.Crlman wrote me anAccount of his
Zeal and Succefs in Yis daily Mumiftrations amone them ;
which I freely communicated to one and another as [ had
Opportunity ; hoping that fuch Accounts from a Father of
the Country, (o jultly efteem’d, might have an happy Lffect
and doubtlefs 1t was made Ute oty by a gracious God, to
draw the Attention of many among us, and fhr up their
Diligence in hearing the Word preached.

Some time after M. M htefiela had been thro® this Colony
(tho' he came not by the\Way of Lyme) ourPeople were morce
generaily rous’d up to bethink themfelves, and converfe about
Religion.  Probubly the frequent Accounts of the Succels
he had tn many Places were ferviceable among us. But morc
vfpecially my going to hear him atNew- Haven and fome other
Places : this gave me a different turn of Tho’t about him
and his Preaching ; and fatisfy’d me more fully that there
were many Milreprefentations of him and his Views ; and, 1
believe,ferv’d as & Means to take off the Prejudices that fonia
among us had conceiv’d againft the Effedls of his Miniftry.

A little after he left New-Lngland, | heard of a very great
Concern upon the Minds of many People at Hartford ; ef-
pecially among the Children and Youth. The various Ace
counts we had about them fiir’d me up to take Pains, that,
if it might bey I fhould underftand the true Spring of all their
Concern. Tozthis End :I frequently converfed with Perfons
that told me they had feen very furprifing Effets of fome
Caufe : they alfo told me the Effe&s ; and, fome of them
told me of many Quecftions they afk’d the Perfons underthe

{urprizing
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furprifing Operations, and the Anfwers they: pave them
~winch gave fome confiderable Hope, thae there was a glori-
ous Work of God’s Grace among them.  But I could not
be cafy thill far want of further Light ; and therefore 1 wrote
Aeveral Letters.to Gentlemen in that'l'own, whom | tho’t were
gudiciaus and prudent, delicing particular Accounts of the
ot extraordinary Macls obfeivable among them @ and . one
of them wrote me a prudent and difcrect Anfwer, relating
to fome Matters of Faét, and added, that ewas his Opinion
the Spirit of God wag puur’d out among them very plorioufly,
Yet thll, I wanted further Light if it was to be had 3 and
thercfore on the 11th of Adarr 1940,1. 7 fet out upon a Vi-
Ao tbiat Place and People,. and to converfe with.the Mini-
iters there, . M JFhitinan,one of theMinifters of that 'Town
gave mea particular & very furprifingAccount of fume'Fhings
he had certainKnowlege of ; efpecially of the ftrongConfila-
tions of fumeParfons, & the greatDiftrels of others. He 4indly
xehuted fbing Pifcousfe of a Number once at his awn Houfe ;
and foma.extraordinary DRiftrefles of many Perfons at a reli-
gious Meetipg :: Fadls that he kpew, and laquiries that he
matle to find out.the Rife of them @ And when I afk’d his
Judgment upon the Things he had related, he told, as [ re-
member, that he did not doubt, but the Perfons in ge-
neral, whatad been thus affeted, were, at that Time, un-
den the Influence of Gad’s boly dpirit ; and that a very gra.
cious Manifeftarion of Mercy had been made among.them. .

This Pains I tha’t neceffary to take, and much more that
wou’d be 100 tedious to relate at prefent. The Enemy of
Souls was very bufy,and much Pains were taken to reprefent
the extraordinary Things we heard. of from Abroad, as the
Effcit of an heated Imagination, or meer Enthufiafin and
Biforder. ->’T'was nois’d about, as ii the Country wou’d be
undone if fuch a Spicit fhou’d have a gencral Spread ; and
Religion: wou’d be banifh’d from all the Churches. I ob-
ferv’d that this wasthe Cry efpecrally among thofe that had
bren the Joofer Sort,. and {feam*d. now afraid of any Concern
about theic etarmaf State ;. and thatigave me fome Grounds to
think thatindeed: thelard wasiabout te do fome greatThings
for theCThurchi, which hadibeen folong fuhk down into almoft
meer Formality, . 0 . 0

Upon my return Home from Hartford, I had further Ac-

counts by Lettess from the venerable Dy, Colman uf‘madwun-
| criul
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derful Rrogiv(siof-the Caafpel av Bofdn atd the Towns round
abouty by the Blefing uf, Gronupon the fervent Miniftry o
Mr. Tennenty and their own Haftorse  So ‘thav by the latter
End of ddareh 1 was turniflied with a confiderable Hittory of
the Work trom many Places, attefted by credible Witnefles g
and from what Lireceiv'd from their Mouths and their Hand-
wiiting,,  Liwas pble to relate certain Matters of Fadt, in a
Light vaitly different trom what they had been reprefented in
amonguy 3 and to add the Judgiment of wife, pradent and
judicious Miniters concerning them and the truc Spring of
them.  And thetefore on the 2gth of that Month 1 preach’d
from [fui. 60. 8. from which my fpecral Defign was t2
reclify thofe Miftakes, about the religious Aftairs abroad,
that had been fpread amwong us 3 and to give an Hiflery of
certiin Fuétsy together with the Opinion of thofe. Minitters
and fome others, concerning the Rife of thofe Things, that
had been fo much the Convesfatior. and Amufemcent of tho
People.  "T'he Hiftory and Application of it in this Sérmon,
had greater vifibly Eftects upon the Auditory, than ever I had:
feen bLefore in the Courle of m‘y.Miniﬂry. ‘ '
. But before Igive a particular Account of thefe Effeéts, and:
other Things that bave more lately fullen under my Obferva-
tion refpecting Religion, cither at Home or Abroad, T beg
your Patience a little, and your. Leave alfo juft to mention’
four or five Preliminaries which:I huve made:Ufe of iw this:
Scafon 3 and which; Iam bumbly of Opinion; dthets ought
to carry in} thtir Minds as true, wviz. ST TN
. 1. }am humbly of Opinion, that it is ot reafonadle for-
any to conclude Perfons to be under the Influesces of the Foly
Spirit, either 10 convincing of Sin or in fanfdifying the Soul,
meerly becaufe they oy oufialoud, firnt-aay, or the like
even tho® this be obférv'd under the fajthtul Preaching'of the
moft impottant Truths.of Religion. «Fho’ i may-{ook hope-
ful and cncouraging, yet it is not fufficient to draw a Conclu=
fion : wherever Men take upon them to judge in anyMatter,
they ought, certainly, to look upon themfelves obliged to gee
the be(tEvidence of theTruth that can be had.  And who will:
pretend-but that we may gét clearer Light of .the Reéatiey: of
Perfons being under divine Influence than wha't fjirings -from:
badily. Agitations 7 Nay it iva clear Cafe that-Perfons:may,
be thrown into Hyfterifms, Faintings, Out-Cries, &c. and ™
that under the Miniftration of T'ruth ; by the meer Power of
Imagina-
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Imagination, a fudden Fright, or bodily Difeafe. And this
I have feen to my Satisfaction formerly, before ever I wasa
Picacher of the Gofpel, as well'as more lately.  As them,
thefe bodily Seizurcs may arife from, or be occafion'd by
many other Things befides the Influence of the Holy Spirtt
upon the Soul, it is not reafonable to conclude that they
do.arife from that Scource, without fome further Evidence to
convince us of.it. - Nor,' . =~
2. Is it reafonable, 1 think, for any to cenclude Perfons are
rot under the convincing or fan&ifying Influences of the
Holy Spirit, becaule they trembdle, ¢ry-out aloud, fall dotwn as
dead, or have great bodily Diforders of fuch a Nature,  For
altho’ thefe bodilyCommotions my be from anotherScource ;
yet,. they.may alfo fpring from the Operations of the Holy
Spitit upon the Mind. Nor can I fec any Need that the
Rcafun of the greateft Philofopher, or the moft judicious
Divine fhould reproach him for believing aPerfon to be under
the Influcnces of theHulySpirit meerly becaufe of fuch Effeéts
" ypon;the Body. Have not the Soul and Body mutual Influ-
ences upon each other # Don’t the daily Oceurrences of Life
make this maniféft ? How common is it for Perfons to ery
out, fall into Hyfterick-Fits, and bodily Agonies, from
worldly . Sorrow ! Why then fhould it be deem’d a firong
Prefumption of Delufion, merely becaufe Perfons have thele
Agonies undeg Sermons ?. Is'not thetrue Difcovery of Sim,
and the confuming.Vengeance of . God more " fhocking and
difinal, than any fad Scene of temporal Evils .. If iu, then
it muft be unreafonable for any Man to argue apainft the
Reality of fpiritval Convictions, merely becaufe Perfons are
thrown_into thefe bodily Diftrefles. Certainly he wou’d not
fhew himfelf 2 Man, nor a&k theé Part of a Philofopher. And
fo,: how cammont is itiupon:fomé joyful Occafions, for one to
aeed, ;anather to faint and Le ovéscome, .and a- 1hird. cry-out
alpud ?, Who, unlefs a Stoick Soul, 1s ata Lofs for the
Reafon ? And why a quick and affe&ing Senfe of pardoning
Grace, and ao Intereft in the Favour of God, may not be
fupppfed-to have the like Effeés upon the Body, is what no-
Man, {.believe, isable to.fay. . And-if Philofophers can’t’
difprave-a Work of.the Spirit of - (od frém fuch bodily - Agi-
:%%@tqu, "tis certain that -aDivine will be aslitte able to do it.
‘.Fg i . : | !
( Lo be continxed.). ... . . Cood



‘. Q¥ .rr ]'IIFI.-F 'l"ll"ln-‘lu

SIS S S IS IS 120 S SIS IS iSRS
T H E

- Chriftian Hiftory,

Containing Accounts of the Propagation and Revival
of Rcligion in Grzeat Britain, dmerica, 8c,

. Yo,
Saturday JUNE 23. 1744 § N 00.
L DN WO WO U WO WO WO LON WO WO WO O (N U WO WO O LT VO

Aeccount of the Revival of Keligionat Loy IFefd Parifh
sn Conneclicut, conlinued.

HOEVER will read the Accounts of Conviétien re.

L w corded, A 2. 37, 41. &, Chap. 16. 30. Chap.

g. 4. Rev. 1. 17. and other Places, nmuft allow

that Perfons may be under all thefe bodily Seizures when the

Spirit is convincing of din, or reject the Letter of the Word.,

And fo if we read, Pyal. 55.32. 03.--42. Cant. 2. and

many other Portions of Scripture, we muit conclulde that

Perfons may cry out, faint, and have other bodily Diftrcfs

flowing from thirfting for Gob or rejoicing in him.----But
I had forgot that I was only to hint at Things here.

And,

3. Much lels is it reafonable for any to argue that Men
are not wnder either the convincing or fandifying Influences of
the HoLy SpirtT becaufe they have mone of thefe bodily
Agitations. Gop by his SPIRIT gives greater Fncourage-
ments and Supports to fome Men under Conviions than he
does to others : all have fome Gleam of Hope that it is pof-
{ible they may be converted ; but fome have greatRefrefhinas
and a great Senfe of the Glortes of Heaven 5 and hence thiey
arc not {fo much born down as others : Some have fainter
Views of the Grace of the Gofpel, and are lefs fenfible of 2
Work of (race wro’t 1y their Souls than others, and are
proportionably lefs likely to be overcome or thiown ime
bodily Agitations, tho’ the Difcovery be ¢ffe@ual, and the
Grace fpecial,  Some have a /%14 of the Law and the Go/-

pel carried on more gradually than others,and therctore, tha’
R ey
vt

-
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they have a thoro’Wark, thenn Hodies are not {v {eefibly and
fuddenly aftcéted,  Qthers are not fo ealily alected apd imade
to tenmilde,” faint, (hrick, prodnor the like, under the fune
Views of Sinan thn_\Vl.lth oFGon y of the fune Views of
A Gron reconcited Jl: s Ui I, that wou'd throw
thetr Namhbours imu violent Agitzmmm of Dicdy or o a
fainting e, Vanous ere the Dectecs of Lapht 5 varioos
ally  the Length of Time the biearrr t es to let in
that Licht, and to give thote Inthiences which wie ne-
Ct‘ﬂ:lw to prepate aind bl in:_t dSoud o Crtst @ vatiuus ATC
the Difpotitions and Centlitunions ot Men s various are the
Encourazaments Difcouragamnents and Impediments oy
meet with,  And henee llu.y may be varioully stteéted, the'
cach one or all are bro'e to the Lime happy Tlue, refpedting

i\ [:mr At (r..J/pu’ 770 4 upon their douls.,
1 think it is not aeafonable to hufpell Perfos are me
undu divine Influence, or hawve not bad a javig Gange,
mecrly becaute we look upon them to beampraaent or o1 ey tlar
in fomeRefpedtse Men are too apt to maginty evary real or
fummi::d wry Step, and at once call it Dilorder, and re-
prefunt it as wholly inconfittent with the Being, or at leatt
the Exercife of Grare,  Thus a plorious Work or an
excellent Chriftian may be trod upen, and many real Excel-
lencies over-look’d, meerly bcr:.mﬁ- of fome real or fancied
hninudcncuw and ]rrcaularmc : Yea, and in this Way the
innocent may be volved with {]l(.. (nuln' and a great Mul-
ticude may fuffer Reproach for fome imprudent Meafures of
a fingle Perfon @ or a whole Profeflion may be nfulted be-
caufe a few particular Men are detected inan unwarrantable
Praétice. If we take fuch Meafures asany of thefe on either
Stde, I can’t fec where any Bounds can be left to pradtical
Cenforioufnefs,---Is it to be fuppofed that all the Subjeéls of
Gon’s fpecial Grace muft at once become wife Philofaphers,
or judicious Divines €---1f it were fu, yet don't the wileft and
beit of Men ditfer in Opinion and Practice in fome circum-
{tantial Things, and thofe that are of lefler Moment 7 Aud
is the Kingdam of GOD Meat and Dryink ¥ ---Nay, are they
tiee, t:ntlrr:ly free from all Blame ?2---But it th), the beit
of them mifs it in fome "Fhings, and precipitate into real
Faults 3 why thou’d others of far lels Advantage and Oppor-
tunity, be cenfured ay Lmthufrafls, being lead abo ut by diabe-
lical
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lical Delufions, and what not, mecurly becaufe there, are
fume "Uhings o their Condadt which we don’t fo well like ?
Indeed, o the Courle of a Man's Life was plainly immeoral,
their wou'd be fomethingsto be faid cnough to fhut my
Mouth fram (peaking favourably of his State,--- But if that
15 the Cufe, who are the Petfuns 7---And if that is not. the
Plea, why fhould every tmpradent A<l be deem'd a fuflicient
Argument againlt the lofluences of the Seirir of Gon ¢
Did our blefled Sa v iounr tell his Apoftles that they had not
[ w&itying Difcoveries of Goo in Curis T, when they were
Jead tnto a great Mastake of Judgmenty and were hired wirls
falfe Zuval ?--«How commonis ity vay when isit otherwale,,
but buman Viiflakes& falfe Fire mix thenfelves i withous belt
Services ¢ Shou'd we wait fur the e when no Diforder,
no Irregulanity, no tadfe Step is to bofound infuch as may be
called the Subjedls of Gon's fpecial Grace, we mult never
expedl to fee the Day upon Fards, when we fhall be bronelit
to confels ihat verily Gud is in the nudit of usyworking in us,,
and in others, that whic)iis well-pleafing i hig Sixhe, oo |t
to Allowatnces are to be made doubtels vy Canverts ¢l
¢ our Charity in the fird Piacey cfpeciaily when their -
¢ qrels has been great, and their Joy poportional ¢ ke
¢« Men conung into a new Cokutry, or rather a new [ oriid,
¢ they are not yet acquainted with all the Fagiaons and D=
8¢ cenctes Of 1t j-~- it 1s no Wander civry Puncisiie, 1+ not
¢ obierv'd, which after Lapatience, and s oier Refletion will,
o diélate.  Shall we pardencthe baongd, the comprjed AR-
¢ CHIMiIDEs, tho' pomng besond @ ¢l Bsnndy of Decen. v,
¢¢ when trantported with o Matbomateal Dicovery, and
¢ finding out only certgn Propoitons ain Figures, an ab-
¢ glradt "Druth not emmediately calculated o atract the AL
¢¢ feelions, and conhined to tus Warid o 1isConfequenc s !
eb e And thaul we piike no 20 eane (01 ditterate Uotintiy
¢¢ Men, and others of fnall Faperience, when 2ai ed wath
té lhﬂ l)tl‘L*u"L’l_'[‘ilfh Uf f.‘u.:ff.‘;'r' ”'.' 1".1’.. :lntl tllﬂ I‘H.’)f::{} i-’:‘ ne
¢ GOD and Cuirasey wbem ta cnswe 18 Lafe eterra. 27 e
6¢ yeere to treat themunot watly ¢orensn Humuniey 0 But they
oo mufl expedt no uariers”

e R amaan | e

{ Mr. U}/j,"hr'.i Lettery p.o 22,
R 2 5. L,
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s. If Perfons, in great Numbers, are, in their general
Courtle, turned from a carelefs vain and carnal to a carcful
and religious Cunverfation 3 from an immoral and loole, to
a moral and {tri€t Life ; if they Hifcover by all reafonable
Evidence that they have a deep Senfe of Sin and the Wrath
of (Gop,or afterwards,the Confolations of GGon ; if theyare
apparently changed from worldly Purfuits to Things of
cverlatting Importance 3 if from refting in Sclf-righteouf-
nels and Blameleinefs they are made fenfible of the
Neceflity of Faith and Hohinefs, and can’t reft until they
have what appears to us a good Evidence of refting in
CuristT ; if they are turned from an apparent Irreverence
and wandering in the Houfe of Gobp, and other Places of
divine Worthip, toan apparent devout and reverend Atten-
dance on the Inftitutions of the Loorp 5 f from fpending
Sabbaihs in [dlenefs, or much of their Time in worldly Con-
verfation, or Difputes, which gender Strife, they are turn’d
to fpend Sabbaths in publick and private kxerciles of Waor-
thip with evident Care and Devotion, and in Chriftian Con-
ferences about the Things of God ; if there is, added to
thefe Things, a manifcft Reformation in relative Dutics,
and Pecrfons apparently grow in Chriftian Knowledge at an
unufual Rate, and really appear to have frequent and fenfi-
ble Communion with CHRr1sT, if it makes Men better Hul-
bands, Women better Wives, Fathers and Mothers better
Parents, Children more careful in their Stations, People
more prayerful for and loving to their Minifters (fuch as they
think properly their Minifters :) If this in general is true of
any People, all ina few Weceks or Months; 1 think we
muft conclude that fuch are under divine Influence, and
(Gop has gracioully pour'd out his SPIRIT upon them, cven
tho’ they precipitate into many imprudentMealures, or thro’
wrong Judgment, they differ from us in many Things that
are not fundamental. What if they cry out, faint, fprak
aloud in a public Afiembly at an improper Time, happen to
think they fhould tell their Neighbours their Fears that they
are Strangers to CHRrIsT ; what if they think themielves
called to ftay as long from theirkamilies in the Night to pray
to and praife Gop, as they have heretofore tarried to revel
and drink, and to make themfelves merry with vain Com-
panions ; what if in thefe and fome other Things they be-
lieve differently from others ; and in fome other Things they

have,
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have, for want of duc Confideration, run into fome Inde-
cencies, but upon ictions Kfle€tion fee the Miltake and re-
form 3 L can’t chink thefe Phings any god Argument againdt
their betng under the Influnees of the Hony SeiriT,either
convineing or fantlifying.

But I have exceeded my Defign in binting atPreliminarics,
tho' 1 hope, you will forgive me, and carry thefe Things in
your Mund, while you read on in the fubltequent Part of
my Account,

The Lffects of that Serman [ {pake of, preached on the
2gth ot Jareh were tuen furprifing,  Indeed there were no
Out-Cries 3 but adeep and general Concern upon the Minds
of the Affembly ditcovered ittelr at that Tune in plentiful
Weeping,dichs andsobs,  And what appear’d hopetul then, |
found, upon converling with many atterwards, to be true,
as tar as Lcould judre.  Nany told me that they never had
fuch an awaken'd dSenfe of theldanger of putting oft the grand
Concern of their Souls to a future Scafon before, as Gop
gave them under chae Sermon @ They were furprized at thew
own palt Carclelnets,and altomithed that Goo had born with
them fo long,  Several told me, that tho’ they had liv'd thirty
Sforty ot fifty Years under the Preaching of the Gofpel, they
had never felt the Power of the Word upon their Hearts, fo
as to be long aftected thereby, at any "Time as they did then.
Befoe it was the Cry of their Heartsy ¢ Hen will the Ser-
mon be over, and the Sabbath be ended’ 3 but now the Minifter
always left off too foon, and the Time between Sermons was
too lung : they long tor frequently returningOpportunities to
hear.  Before, they did not love Soul-fearching Difcourfes,
but now never cou’d hear too much of that Nature, togcther
with many other Things of the like Import.

On the Beginning ot the following ddonthy, N, Tennent
came thro’ this Place, and preached tws Sermsns among us :
The tirft was in the Evening, from Ezek. 37. 9. But he
fcem’d to be very dull 5 and, 1 tho't, feveral Times, he
wou'd have had nothing, almoft to fay.  Yet be got thro’,
and, [ believe, he preached the Truth, tho’ with no Free-
dom ; nor had the People in general much Senfe of what
was deliver’d according to the beft Oblervation I cou’d
make ; yetit was not wholly in vain : one of our Commu-
nion was convinc’d of Sin, which after fome Days, iflu'd, I
trult inafaving Converfion to God. ~+- The next Morning

he
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he prcnchcd apain from Luk. 13.24. to a very attentive and
deeply affed Led Auditory, M.my that I heard lamenting
their own Folly immediately alter bermon, fpake as one
wou’d expett thofe to do that had®he Arrows ot ConviQion
fhot deep into their Hearts. I was not indeed, fo fenfible
of the extenfive Lftells of that Sermon in the Time of it
(tho' there was fo much vifible Concern under it) as after-
wards. Inalittle while a contiderable Number came to mo
and confefs’d that they faw themfelves undone, that earncltly
enquired what they muft do to be faved, who dated their
fitht Awakeninns from that Sermon.--= I'raom us Mr., Tennent
went over to Saybreok, and many of the People of thisPlice,
and the neighbouring Socicties went with me to hear hin.
There he preach’d a rational, fearching Sermon, fuited to
unconverted Smners and drowfy Saints, 1 faw but few In-
ftances of Perfons much moved by it to Appearance, in Ner-
mon [imie; but tound fome very much cnrage ! with the:
Preacher alterwards,  Some that went from this Town,
fpent their ‘Time upon the Way homie in caviiling, and find-
ing Faule with what had been delivered, and 1 believe did
much Hurt thercby,  One efpecially, who thall be namelefs,
feem’d exceedingly difafteéted, and endeavour’d to difaftedél
others.  But {till he could not forget the Sermon,  efpecially
that Part of it which was to backward Chrftians 3 and tho’

he tho't, or endeavour’d to think, that ¢ was a cenforious
Difcourfe, yet, as he told me afterwards, it never left him
until lie was mmade to fee that he was the very Man to whole
Cafe it was fuited above any Sermon  that cver he had
Leard.

After this I obferved that our Aflemblies were preater
and more attentive at imes of publick Worfhip than be-
fore.  Sabbaths alene won'd not fuffice for hearing Sermons,
but preater Numbers (hil urp’d for frequent Fedtures, 1
was well pleas’d to obferve fuch a flocking to the Windows,
and a hearing Far become gencral 3 and therefore | rc.nhly
confented, upon the Requeft of the People, to preach as
often as I cou’d, befides the ftated Exercifes of theSabbarth.
Once cvery \‘Vcck I carried on a publick Le&ure, belides
feveral private ones in vartous Parts of the Panfh. And I
could not but obferve abont this Flmc, that an Evening
LeCture'l had fet up the Winter before in a private H :uﬁ:
for the fake of a young Man that was a Cripple, tho’ at

fu it
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fufl exceedine thin (but feven Lorfung, as T remember, be-
fides the Fanuly) was now greatly increas’d, and in about
a NMonth grew up to foaad Handreds, fo that [ was ob-
lig'd to tun it intoa publick Feening Le&ure,

Now it pleas'd God®to encourae my Heart, pive meuns
ulual Freedomy and fudhy a finm State of boddy Hewlih, that
1 could po thio’ thice Tines the Service | had been able to
endure st other Dimes 3 (o that L was able to ftudy and
wiite thiee Scrmons w Weel,, and preach feveral others
of my old Notes (tor I tddom i wll the'Fime preach'd with-
out Wiriting.)  Somctime i this NMonth My, (rrifweld ine
vited mie to preach o Lectore dor lum, and 1 confented.
While I was preaching tiom Pl 11g. g, 0~ T oblere’d
many of the Afembly 1o Dears, and heard nany Giving eut
i very preat Bitternefs of Soul, oy it feem’ then by the
Suund of Voices.  When Scrmon was over T ocou'd betres
take Notice of the Caufe 5 and the Lanaguaze was to this
Purpole, vie, Al TP m undone 5 P'moundone! O v
How they prey upon my Vs T What wall beceme of me ?
How (hall T efeape the Damnation of Helly who have fpent
away a golden Opportunity under Grofpel Linhe, i Vaniey 2
-« And much more ot the like Import. ~= " I'is true, Out-
crics were naww and furpriing at that Time @ but knowine
the Terrors ot the Lord, T owas fatisfy’d that they were but
what might be reafonably aecounted for 5 1f Suners were
under a true Senfe of their Sy, and the Wiath of a Sin-
hating God @ And therefore 1 did not uie any Fndeavours
to reftrain than at that Time 5 but the greater Number
cricd out of themfelves and their Vilenefs, the more | re-
joyced in Hope of the good Hiue.  As I was fatistied that ic
was the ‘Truth they had been hearing, fo, by their Com-
plaints, itappeared to be the Force of Truth that made thent
cry out, and threw many of them into Hyfterick-bFits :
And, if I miftake not, every one that were fo violently feiz'd
that Night, have fince given good kvidence of their Con-
verfion 3 but thaty their Reverend Paftor can give the beft
Account of.

'T'he vifible Succefs of my Mimiftry in that and fome other
Le&ures abroad, (tho’ Irejoyc’d in the bappy Profpeét of
the Advancement of the Kingdom of our divine Lord) was:
far from being a Means to damp my Hopes or flacken my
Endeavours at Home. My Heart burned with Love to

all
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and Pity for the People of my peculiar Charge ¢ T had con-
ftant Supplies of Argument flowing into my %\/lmd, and Zcal
to urge a fpeedy Anfwer,

By the latter End of  April our young People were gene-
ra“y fick of that vain Mirth, and thofe foolith Amufements .
that had been their Delight, and were form’d into feveral
religious Soc.eties for Prayer and reading Books of Picty
under my Dire€ion 1 Many of them were frequently in my
Study for Advice ; the Bent of their souls was evidently to-
wards the I"hmfrq of another World: Whenever they fell
into Companics, " the great Salvation was the “ubjeét of their
Converfution. T hey were fogenerally difpleas’d with thems-
felves for paft Curelelnefs, and fpending ‘Time in Revels and
Frolicks, that feveral, at the Defire of others, came to me,
and delir'd me 1o prcnch them a Lefture upon the 14th of
Aay (the Day of our Ele&ion in this Colony) which they had,
for many Years, accultomed themfelves to fpend in Feait-
ing, Mufick, Dancing, Gaming, and the like. I complicd
with the Requelt; and preach’d to a great Affembly, from
Nat. 2.4, 17, 18,39, Upon which 1 obferv’d, that Fefus
Chrifl wandd certainly come to yrudpe the [Tarld 3 and that when
he did come, bhe would find it overwhelm’d in carnal Security ;
and from thcfc Confiderations | applied my fcIf to thofc that
had been fecure and unwatchful, both among Chriftians and
unconverted Sinners, in a Mnnncr, which, 1tho't, proper
to awaken and convince. Under this Sermon many had
their Corentenances changed 5 their Tho'ts feemed to trouble
them, fo that the “Faynts of their Loyus ewere loofed, and their
KNnees _/mare one agumﬂ anather. Creat Numbers cried out
aloud in the Angwifh of their Souls @ feveral ftout Men fell
as tho’ a Cannon had been difcharg’d, and a Ball had made
its Way thro’ their Hearts. Some young Women were
thrown into Hylterick Fies. "The Sight and Noife of La-
mentation, {eem’d a little Refemblance of what we may
imagine wiil be when the great Judge pronounces the tre-
mendous Seatence ofy, Gr ye curfed into cverlafiing  Fire,
There were fo nuinv in Iitteefs that 1 could not get apar-
ticular Knowledge ot the fpecial Reafons at that Time, only
as I heard thewn crying, o isme ! What muft 1 do §  And
fuch fort of fhort Sentences with bitter Accents,~=---

(7o be continued.)
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¢ O W thofe that could pot reftrain themfelves were
generallv carried out of the Moeune-Houle, and
a fecond Sermon was preach’d by Mo Yewer o
others that were able toattend 3 aiter which
the Allembly was difmils'd 5 and my Houale foon n'd with
wounded duuls ¢ And | muL Pains to fatisfy my leht & others,
by inquiring into the Reatons of the tr::ml}llng, SRRHINS
faintic, and other Signs of Year that weie fo mani! (i
the \ilr.mhly And they declar’d, i theirown Words, il
to this Purpofe, viz. that a deep Sente of pail Svr:l'u:iiitwu..
and carelefs Negledts ot the Concerns ot their douls 5 cheir
liubting frequent and folemin Warnings, and withttandig,
the Calls of the Gofpel s together with a deep Sente of th e
Liablenefs, every Moment, to bearrefted and cult ot
Pitfon of Hell, where thofe Smners fav, that retutl! o
hearken to the Warnings given by Nowd the Picacher o
]{irrlitt.(uuli1tf'~. was truly the Spring of all thefe vanoas
tigns of Dillrefss Some run back upon the dSins or 1per
Years (for there were feveral Peifons upwards ot o and
fome of more than §0 Years old, that difcover’d preat Con-
cern by ther pale Countenances and Tears, and tumhlnwr
oo} Some cried out of the Hardnefs of their Heart
others of thetr Unbeliet : fome were erving, God &¢ nm“:;nf
o me a Sinner 3 and others intreated Chniftians to prav tor
them.  T'hus they continucd,at myHoute, tor fevernitlon s
and after Thad taken what Pams with them, 1 tho’t pececdnr,
for that Lvening, and pray’d with them, they were acviiad
N L
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¢o repair to their own Places of Abode; and accordingly all
that were able weant H une.

Now I tho’t the Pcople in great Danger, and prccmlly
thofe that were mnft decply wounded. I knew, in all Pro-
bability, that Hell was inan Uproar ; the Prince of Dark#
nels fee his Kingdom fhaking, and he was 1in great Danger
of lofing many of his obedient Subjells @ muny threatned
Rebellion, and were in Danger of being accufed of Treafon
acraindt his Crown ; and thercfore if poflible, he would allure
them back to former ¥ idelity 5 perfwade them to fetdle dowa
upon the Foundation of their own Works, or drive them to
utter Defpair of Mercy @ And therefore [dare not it in my
Study thc next Day (tho’ that loudly call’d for me to be
there,) but fpent my Time abroad ameng diltrefled Souls,
and others Ilhlt fell in my Way that were more highdly touch’d.
Nor were privateChrittians contented in theii Fields or Shops
at Home, when the Fields were (0 white for the Harved @ but
fome of them aliv, in their Places were Helpers, in the
Work that fvem’d neceflary to be done.  The fullowing E-
vening a religious Meeting was attended ia a private lluulc .
[ went to it “tho’ I could not pretend to preach a Sermon.
1 offer’d a few Words of the Miferies of the Unconverted,
the Price that was now put into their Hands, and the great
Danger of not improving it ; but was oblig’d in a few Mi-
nutes, to defift, becaule the Houfe was hll'd with Qut-crics
and bitter Lamentatlon. The Complaint was much the
fame with what it had been the Day before.

I continu’d to preach and exhort publickly and fromHoufe
to Houfe,. about fix Times a Week thro’ this Month at
Home, befides attending upon diftrefied Souls upon certain
appointed Days in myStudy. And tho’ 1 fpake to them with
unufual Moderation, in my Study, (as well as in Sermons
about this Tine,) that I might have greater Advantage to
inftruct their Minds, yet] was commonly obliged to make
feveral Stops of confiderable Length, and intreat them, if
poflible, to reftrain the Flood of Aftellion, that fo they
might attend to further Truths which were to be offer’d, and
others might not be difaflcted.  Some would after a wh:]c
recover themfelves, and others, I’m fatisfy’d could not. [
hzve tho't fince, whither I did not do wrong in endeavouring
to reftrain them : the Pains they took with themfelves to
keep from out-breakings was a greater Hindrance to thejc

hearing,
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hearing, “than their Out-crics werc: and it was fo far fron
fatisfying otliers, thae it was improv’d as an Argument a-
gainlt the Reality of their Concern, if, upon the utmoft Vio-
lence ufed with them they could after fome Time hold .
T find no fuch Reftraints laid upon diftrefled Souls in the A-
poltics Days, tho’, we muft allow, that they were as goold
Judgesof whatis Rightin fucha Cafe as other Men @ and
indecd, why might we not expedt fome Direltion fram the
infpired Wiiters if it was our Duty to reftrain them, and
put them upon the Torture to keep Silence 7 If the Laord
is pleas’d to make this open Shew of the Vidtuiies of las
Grrace, his Will be done :  let hin take his own Way @ |
think, vpon Trial, the wondering Multitude are not the
morc likely to receive Convidlion, for our prelonibing to
Him. The fame Things that ferved for the Convidtion und
Converfion of many in our Saviour’s and the ApofticsDays,
were the Occafion of blinding and hardning of oihers to
their utter Ruin : And the diftrefling Out-cries ot awahen''d
Sinners were blefied to convince many, tho’ others cavii’d
and found Fault. Tho’, I think, nene ought to fpaak o
pray with a loud Voice in the Time of publick’Worlhip, ver
I am frec to contefs that I mifteok my Duty 1o taking (o
much Pains to prevent Qut-cries-in the Aftembly.  "Tis
true, Perfons may, of Defign, cry out ; but then, ’us Fke,
they would generally be detelted, and have their Madpels
cap fud.  However, if our blefied Lord s pleas’d to make
bare his Arm upon ttubborn Rebels, to the Glery ¢f his
fovercian Grace, why fhould I fay that he fhall not take th.;
Method to bear Witnefs before the ungodly Woild, ot the
dreaatul Mileries baltening upon them ?

On the 20th of this Month I preach’d one Sermon forir.
Grijwold of Nahauntuc, fromt Tim. 2. 5. upon the dutrci-
ency and Excellency of the IMediaton of Chrift: Usnder
which, as far as I cou’d obferve, many Chnithians were fweet-
Jy refrefh’d with a deep Senfe of the Truth, and many Sin-
ners as full of Anguilh (the’ the Sermon was not tor7:6/e) as
at any Time 1 had feen.  The Affembly in general, were
Tcars, and near one halt, I fuppote, crying out aloud in
Diftrefs.  Atter Sermon they gave themiclves Liberty to
fpeak out the Sentiments of thetr Souls 5 {fome in thankful
Praifes to God and the Lamb ; others in bitter Complaints

of themftlves for defpifing the blefled Mediator, and tor the
S 2 [Tardncfls
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Flardnefs of 'their Hearts, and the like,  Severd] were, at
that Time; fhaken oft from the Foandation of theie own
Righteoufbefs, and afterwards, hopefully converted.

I hope, Rev. Sir, you will pardon all my Digreflions : 1
chufe to relate the few “Things thatl give an Account of, T
that Order of Time, in which lobl'ur}:.d them, and noted
them in my Diary.  About this "Time, the Rev. Meflicurs
Lord of Norwich, Quwen of Groton, and othet Muufters
the Eaflern Parts of this Government, fent Letters, inviting,
me to vifit thcm, to fce the Work of the Lord, and hclp
them alfo 3 (for it was common in that Day for Brethren (o
fend for cach other to preach. ) After fome Struggles with
my felf, I confented to go; and accordingly fet out on the
Sth of “fune, mtcndm" to preach fome few Sermons betore
I return’d. Thql’amc Day 1 preach’d for Mr. Levett of
Newo-8alermn at his Delire, and there I obferv’d a folemn At-
tention 3 Concern in the Countenances of fome, & Delight
iy others, 1 have bad fome Acquaintance with the People
in that Place fince that Tlime, and belicve that there 1s a
confiderable Number of Perfons favingly converted in the
late Scafon of Grace.  From thence I went, the fame Day
at Evening, over to the North Parsfh of New-londen, and
Fune the gth preach’d teve Sermons for Mr, Fewett 5 under
which, but ¢/pecially the S/, there wasa great and gcncral
(,cmccrn vifble in the Faces of the People : weeping, figh-
ing and the like among the Aged and the Youth, while many
of the Children of about ten, twelve, and fourteen Y ears old,
cricd aloud,and fpake fome fuchSentences as thefe, viz. What
muit [ do ? I never honour’d this greatKing 1|  Lord Jefus
help me I &e. From thence I haltned over to Norwich, be-
caufe Mr. Lord expeted me to preach a L.e€ure for him that
Evening.  And when I came there, there was a greatAflem-
bly gather’d, to which Iprecach’d from P/al.119.59,60. they
pave very folemn Attention ; and there was a Concern ap-
parent, by Tears and Sighs, 1n almoft every Corner of the
Houfe. The next Day T preach’d another Sermon for M.
Lord, the vilible Eftelts of which were not fu great as the
firft. 1 obferv’d a great flocking of the People, not only
to hear theWord,but to thetr Pafier for Advice, Mr.Lord

_“__-—-_-—-—_ﬂ_-_“_—____“_-

i I was preaching upon the kingly Office of Chrift.
gave

L
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pave me feveral furptifing Accounts §F Converfions 5 whieh,
ltmll' e will favour the Pablick wiath o s Hvﬂ‘m i he
Jate Regfvalnt Rikidion among them.  Feam thenee T went
forward to b!amumau, and on the 11:h of Jeney presch'd
fwo Sermans tor Mr, Lells ¢ there feem'd to be Tokens for
goad an attentive Audience, and much weeping i the
Aftemb'y 5 but 1 don’t remember any ()ut-bn..!km“-i in the
extraordinary Manner thae [ had fometimes heard @ Yot M.
colh informed me atterwards inoa Letter, that there wvere
many Inttances ot parucular Perfons, unto whom the Mini-
ftry of that Dav was blefled. 1 tho’t when I was with ) i,
that he had the Bleding of fome execllent Chrittians m his
Parith, 7 Pwas /armar:y, 4 Place noted for Profanencel’. and
other Vices, ‘but he faid (and fo I tho't) that -there was
gretletormation among them.  From Stemimgton | return’d
back by theWay of Groton 3 and on thei 2th of Fune preach’d
onc Scrmon for Mr. Gwen, to a great Aﬂemblv of People.
It pleafed Crod to give me greater “Freedom of “Tro aght and
kxpreflion than | had found in all my Jjourney before, |
preach’d from //ai. 61. 1. and the People to all Appearance,
were all Ear and Attention.  There were no Qut-cries, but
the Countenances of many difcover’d fweet Refrethrhent ;
and others difcover’d greae Difteefs. And [ had fome Satis-
fadtion afterwards, by Accounts from diverfe Perfons, that
the Spring of Comforts and Concern was from the Spirit of
God. Icould not tarry, indeed, to ipcak with many after
Sermon, becaufe I had encourag’d Mr. Crofieell to preach
at Evening for him.  But 1 had the Company of 4 confide-
rable Number up to Mr. Crofwwell’s Parith, which is five
Miles diftant fromMr.Qwen’s. Upon theWay they told what
"T'hings were done, &how Jefus had been made known to them,
and thmrHt.arts burned within them,while they {poke of him.
Jefus feem’d to be theirDehioht, & Humility thcn' Glory. At
Mr. Crofwell’s I found greatConcern upon the Minds of Peo-
ple : it was apparcnt,m Sermon-Time,by their Weeping,and
their Looks : Some cried out, and from after Converfation I
was fatisfied that many were very {enfible of their finful and
undone Condition, and fome others were really converted.
I remember two Women came to me, who had made them-
felves cafy, for fome Time, with the ArminianWay of Con-
verfion ;5 and had been bolftered up in it by a certain Gentle-
man, whom they admir’ds  They told me that they were

now
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now convinc'd that fuch ‘a Scheme of Dodtrnines embrac’d,
fatelly tettled Perfans down fhort of Chriaser 3 and by their
cmbracing of them they bad gone ealmly on in the Way that
feads down o Death ; but now they had an awakned Senfe
at-theirSin, & of the infiniteazard they were in of perithing. s
vead, that they muft perith unlels God was felf~mov'd 1o pity
and ave them. From thenee I return’d to Norwrcd on Sa-
tur day, and kept Sabéath at Mr. Lord’s.  On 'fune 14th, bee
wie Lord’s Day | preach’d again to o great, very attentive,
and deeply afte€ted Affembly,  "The Concern of fome, and
the Delipht of othersy, was mamtelt in thewr Countenances :
And by converling with many afterwardy, 1 was atisfied they
were under the Influences of God's holy Sparte. And o from
Time to Tune vpon Opportuntties with that People, 1 be-
lirve, that Mr. Lord has the Blefling of many Souls turn'd
to Righteoutnefs amonyg them ; a confiderable Number of
old Chuflians, and many sewwedy-born, that are feeding upon
the fincese Mk of the Word, and growing up i Chnift,
Fune the 1gthy 1 rode out to My, Throop's o new Socicty in
Narwich, and preach’d enedcrmon for him,toa tullAflembly,
There feem'd to be great hitning 1o the Word 5 greatConcern
appear’d w theGountenimees ofmany 5 a greatNumber were
i Tears,and feveral cried out | Some tainted away,and cne or
rwa rag’d. Alter theScrmon was over 1 tovkFPas to find out
the Spring of that Diltrets which appeared 0 muny Inflances,
aud [ think, they gave Grounds to judge it was tiom Con-
viction ot St ; excepr thofelnftances that were diftrefy’d with
thetr out-rageous Pafliors One Gentieman,  who wax a
tHearer, tho' he mrr/id.‘.'y avorded difcovenng his [iflike be-
tore the Congregation, exprels’d lintelf greatly diflatisbicd
to me after Meeting, at the Qut cries and Fantngs in Ser -
mon-"L'imc : He took fome Parns to convince me that the
Perfons were under {trong Deluhons 5 tho', 1 tho't, he dd
not take much Pains, by dilcourfing with them, to convince
himielt of the Rife ot thar Ihitrefs. He read me fome B y-
tralls which he had taken out of the excellent N, Flaved
Hpon menutal Ermr::, which I was plc-ls'd with > but Jid not
tee that they were to the Cate betore us,

Now I had accomphth’d the whole of my Defign in the
Jnufnc}', [}uth i1l Vlhtllr[; and l‘tlllvt'r[illli with my l".ltllc‘n aiud

Brethien an the Muuftry, and in fecing the itplays ot nich
alul
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atd fovercign Grace 3 and mwch exceeded mv /02 Defipn
in preaching, Uhe neac laid out in iny own Mind was to
tetarn Bpme as falt as Lcou’d; bue the Reve Mro Adams of

e Londlon tent me a Lettery defiring ehat 1 would tcturn
Uthgt Way, and pave his People tome Fxhortations, Having

been there betore i the Tune of the Concern among thePeo

piey D was unwilling to deny his Requeft, beenule T had found
that chere were peculiarDitficulties nifing up, and I Head’d
refuliog might rather tacieale them than otherwife. There
wan a Number ot nete Converes with a fluning. Zieal, and jeu-
Jous leatt the Labourers thould not bear a Proporaon (o the
Havelt o and fome others, from what Spring T odon'cfay
(voo fome have imputed 1o to the Iimpradence of thele v
Canverts) who oppos’d themielves to the Work poing on i

ponge theny, 1 hus theRangtiom feem'd to be Jdividing againd
it felt o And Dwas the rather inclin'd to pratify the weneradls
NMr. Adams oo dhiat Account, not knowmge bue thae D mihe
be inftrumental of tome Good 1 thae Relpect. Accordingly
[ went, and on June 16th preach’d froovermons m thatPlace,
befides ufing fome private Eadeavour to make "Uhings more
caly, it it thould pleate God to make Ule of me tor thae
Faul o but the Succelt wai not aeconding to my Withes, |
found matuc! vhor Jeaoatios, and, a1 tho’t, ‘grm*:..f.'n

Suraufings in fome Intflances, prevailing amon» them, Thete

Diulicultics increas’d afterwards 5 and tor want off Charity

and mutual Condeteention and Forbearance, they have pro

Jucd an open Seperation. [ doubt not bue there are eveelee

Chrittians on both Sudes 3 and there bas been a very preat

Difplay of divine Grace amona them 5 but they are doubtlefs

to be blamed tor the dlomer of feperating. What Grounds

they may have Ldon't know, butam arraid they have gone
oft upon a wrong Prnciple.  Unhappy Cate, wheaChriftians
have (uch fharp Contentions betwern them,as to part alunder
from one another U Yet (o it has fometimies been with the

beit of Chriftians, atfs 15, 18, 19.

Pethaps tome will think ftrange that thould bey {o many
Davs, from my partcuiar Charge,  at fuch a crncal
Seafon as this was,when apreatNumber were under diftrefling,
Concern, and the Adverfary was very bufy @ bue the People
were not lelt withoue preaching : and we found 1t of road
Service to have out People partake of the various Gifis ot
Miniftess 3 fome to Reaton wath them out of the Scuptures ;

others
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others (o addrefs their Confeiences ;3 others to apply to the
Aftections 3 and all in their Manner and Mceafure to fpeak
of the Thiges of God. 1 tound it was cmmentltﬁ&lrvmn-
ble many Tunes, when I cou’d obtain the Ur.lp of my Bf:'-
thren.  Indeed, there s fomethina natural in e, lu.[ub-:l

what [ have obﬁ.wcd aready o new Iaces 3 new Voices; a

new Method, - all tenthbto diaw the Attention of Hrarers:
and hence, 'they were lometiunes caught, by the fame I'ruths
that had been offer’d them divers ‘Tunes betores I have
Re.fun to blets Ged that he has fent fo many of his Serv.nts
alonz by us, and inclin’d them to help us fromTime o' nne.
I have not tound it a Difadvantage to keep open the Puipit
Dour to Mantters 3 but fee many il Chinfequences of a ¢on-
trary Pradtice inother Places,  Thofe that have receiv’d
spiritual Bene fir among us from the Preaching of others,allow
me as good a Share of their goud Wiily .as “thofe th.ll have
been mure efpecially benehized b meluLth But where
Minifters were-=--- NI e tangere ---- where all thofe that
were look’d upon Favonites o) the extracrdinary Work in the
Land muft ftand oft ;. or thro’ valt Difiiculues Liberty has
becn abtained for them to preach 5 1ehink many il Things
have follow?’d that Strungenefs, and tear meny more are upon
the Back of them.

Bemng return’d wgain to my own particular Charge, [ en-
deavour’d to puifuc the great knds ot the Mimitry'in the
beft Manner that I could 3 and I don’t remember that [
preach’d a Sermon thro” the Month, without fome manifelt
fokens of. the Prifence of God in our Afiemblies, Many
were awakned antConvictions were deep @t plainly appear’d
by the difunit Accounts given, that the Concern was no
fudden Fright, nor the Ffeét of ¥ ancv, nor vet the alene
Strivings of r;atural Cunfcience, but a clear and real Senfe of
Sin and it dircful Confequents, rais’d in the Mind fiom a
u.mfm.{ cuic of the Majefty and Holineds of God, thePuity
ard striétne T of the divine Law. Peuple fluck’d to ms Study
¢a v, and in greatlNumbers, deeply wounded, and theErrand
was to Jav open the State of thetr Svuls.and receive Direllion.

S mctnnes b had 30 i a Dd} > and ﬁimumws mdny merc,
all upon the gldnd A&dira of their Souls. I

LI

(77.:: be continied. )
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ANY with the greateft Frecdom confefs’d that
tho’ they had a Name to live they were dead in
Trefpafles and Sins @ and this not only in pri-

vate ; butto Numbersat once. They did nat
think itMatter of Offence it their Neighbours believ'd them
when they faid it @ they {pake fenfibly of it, as we might ex~
pe a condemn’dMalefa&or would do if he was going to the

Plice of Exccution.  Thev would folemnly declare that they
never knew what real Union to Crrise was ; that they
were Strangers to fenfible Communion with the Father and
his Sun Jesus, and to the Temper of the Goipel ; and had

retbed  eaty  with meerly  exteornal Communmion, or the

Form of Gaodlinefs.  Their diftrels’d Countenances and free
and frequent Confeflions that they were yet in the Bonds of
Iniquity together with their Warnings to others, wever to reft
until they £neww CHRI1ST was formed 1 them, prov d awuk-
ning to many Profeflurs, and put them upon the Search, anid
Inquiry nto the Reafons of their Hope; and fome were
{haken off from their o'd Foundation,fuppolng they had built
upon the Sand, whilit others had the more Peace in believin.

The like Effets, fometimes more, and fometimes lefs ob-
fervable, continu’d thro' the Summer. There were alfo
many Inftances, (and the Number was daily increafing) of

Perfons All’d with great Joy and Comfort.  "T'was common

‘to hear of, and to fee them overcome, and fainting under
high Difcoveries of (yod reconciled in CHRIsT. Some aiio

1 have feen overcome with Concern for others ; and feme-
T f1ines
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times their Concern terminated on particularPerfons that they
fear’d were in a State of Sin.

The Converfation of the Peaple i generdl, was religious.
If at any Time Neighbours met, the greatAttars of Salvation
were the Subjedt of Difcourfe.  Tn the Streets, in the Fields,
and in private Houfes the Difcourle was inftruétive @ fome
enquiring the Way to Life, others tn their proper Sphere, en-
deavouring to help the Diftrelled by their humble Advice and
Counfel : fome that knew the Terrors of the Lord, would
perfuade the carclefs, and modeftly recommend the Grace of
GGop to their Acceptance, from their own Experience of its
Sweetnefs, -- And as there were frequent Enquiries about the
Things of intinite Concern, fo there was a groat Increale of
Knowledge in religious Matters.  According to the beft Ob-
fervation [ could make, 1 believe, the People advanc’d more
in their Acquaintance with the dcuptures, and a true dodlri-
nal Underftanding of the Operations of the holy Spint in
Conviétion, Regeneration, and Sarélificatior, in {ix Months
T'ime, than they had done i the whole of my Miniftry be-
fore, which was mne Years.----Nor was this all, but many
evidently look’d upon Sin with Abhorrence @ they appeared
to be rencio’d in the Spirit of their Ninds @ Bitternefs, and
IWrath, and Angery and Clameur, and Ewil-[peaking fecm’d to
be put away from them, with all Malice : "TheirlFruit was unto
Holinefs : Love to God and Man, with their genuine Fruits
were increafing.  Rough and haughty Minds, became peace-
ful, gentle and eafly to be intreated. Lowlinels, Long-fufter-
ing, Forbearance, a courteous Deportment, Bencficence,iand
Tender-heartednefs, Mecknefs and Moderation, to all Ap-
pearance, fcem’d to increafe abundantly.  And to all thele,
we obferv’d a Delight 1n Chriftian Fellowfhip, in break-
ing of Bread and in Prayer. I think it can’t be expeéted that
Men, in their general Courfe, thould give clearer Evidences
of a Chriftian Temper formed in them, than many did in
that Scafon : their Faith work’d by Love, and difcover’d it-
felf in A&s of Piety towards God, Charity and Righteoufnefs
towards Men, and Sobriety towards themfelves.

We had fome fpecial Seafons of divine Influence in that
Time, both upon converted and unconverted, which Imuft
not now relate @ it would make the Account too long 3 but
I can’t pafs over our Penticgfl, on the 11th Day of the fol-
lowing Oéteber. I preach’d fram PJal. 2. 12. upon the Na-

turc



in Conneéticut, 147

turc and Neceflity of Faith in Curist 3 and then admi-
niftred the Sacrament of the Lord’s-Supper, to near 300
Sauls, as [ judge.---""F'was a Day never to be forgatten:; but,
I think, ought to be remembred with holy Wonder and Gra-
titude by all that were prefent,  The [oufe of the Lond was
full of the Glory of the Lord. It picregs me to the Iearr,
that any have cver attowmpted to throwDarknels over. the rich,
Grace of God that was {o clearly difcover’d 5 ox to miliepre-
fent the graciousEffedls of thufeDifcoveries that weremade to
many.---Tho’ we bad enjoy’d much of the gracious Prefence
of God in our Aflemblies before, vety 1 think, never faw fo
much at any Time ason that Day ; cfpecially when the
Lord’s-Supper was adminiftred, Gon pour’d oug his Spirit
in & wonderful Meafure. 1 fpake a few Things to the Com-
municants, as [ remauber, concerning the mediatorial Ex-
cellencies and the Love of Jesus Crnrisy, when I came
down to the Communion "Tuble and began to break dhie
Bread 5 and theninvited them all to come to him as well as
to his Table 5 and aftur’d them in hisName, that they fhou'd
be Welcome, to the yich Treafures of his Grace which were
open and free to all that wou'd come. I had no fooner
ofter’d fome Things of this Nature 1o a few fhort ints, but
{everal of the Church cried out in moft bitter Accents of their
picicing the LoRD Jesus Curist by thar Unbelicf, and
(hew’d the Signs of Diftrefs in their Countenances 3 whilld
many Scores were diffolving in'Tears. A confiderable Num-
ber trembled in the Anguifh of their Souls, as tho' they had
heard the Thunderings and {een the Lightnings frem the tin ok
Cloud ; whilft many more began to put onlmmortahity,almeis,
in the [.cok of their FFaces, 1 could not buc think that tf ¢
Lord Jefus was come to his Table, and featting thewr Souls
with s Love, difcovering his mediatorial Glories to tham ;
l:tting them tafte of his Precioufnels, opening to them the
myfternious Wonders of his Grace, and the Jike.  Dat will
you afk 2why L entertuin’d fuch "Thoughts as thete 7 ' wil-
hing you fhould know the Reafon: “Their Looks were all
Love, Aduration, Wonder, Delizht, Admirauon, Humihicy.
In fhort, it look’d to me a Relemblance of Heaven 3 where
the fhining Hofts of Angels and glonified Saints are for cver
hefore the Thrune of God, in the lowett Proftration erving
Holy, holy, holv Lord Gud 5 thau art waerthy to reccive Gaery
and Honour, and Power, and Lioffing, and Thank[giving.  But

1 2 fome
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fome of thofc in Diftrefs, about the End of the Diftribution
of theBread, appear’d to be in aCalm, and before tthup was
pour’d they feem’d to have a dchghtful Senfe of fomething
upon their Minds ¢ Their Looks were changed from Anguifh
to Pleafure and Admiration, Love and Humility, and the like.
---]1 was too much taken up with thefe Things, and fome
Difcoveries, which I truft, were made to me, with the
Effe&ts of them, to make any critical Remarks upon any In-
decencics : Tho’ fome few not o well pleas’d with the Ap-
pearances, have faid that there was onc or two Inftances of
thefe Extraordinaries that were not decent the whole of the
‘Tine of Adminiftration.  One Thing complain’d of as an
Indecency was that rive Men embraced each other in their
Arms betore the Blefling was given: The Full, I fuppofe, s
true ;3 but others fuy “twas atter the Blefling was 2iven: Nt
do 1 thmlc it fo very indecent, as fume would reprefent .
Uhe weneraller.Colman,to whom leave anAccountof it,fays
in lusLetter to me in thefe€ords, ¢ I efteem his,viz. theDea-
* con’s embracing his Neighbouras Praife-worthy. 1 wou'd
¢ not have Joy and Love lead Communicants into too much
¢ fenfitive b reedoms towards one another 3 leaft of all theBie-
¢ thren and Sifters.  Each to thofe of their own Sex may be
« allowed and approv’d a greatWay,a due Gravity preferv’d.”
--= Another Thing complain’d of s Perlons gom" ubout the
Meeting-Houfe in the Sacrament Time., This, 1 {uppofe,
was truc, that one fingle Perfon who was a udb}(’& of thefe
Influences,did go out of one Pew into another upon fome Oc-
caﬁunjuit before the Blefling was given, and fume two or
three others that, it feems, did not fo well affeét the Profpe&t
went round the Body of Seats on one Side of the Houfe, and
then out ofgyDoors.---- Blefied be GGod thatthere was nuthlnf‘r
further, than I have related, which has been excepted agam{t
as I remember. The generdl Reverence and Decency of
Behaviour in the Subjecls of this great Grace was indeed ad-
mirable. I greatly wonder (and defire humbly to blefs God
for it} that there was fo little in their Conduét which thofe
who {ee not with my LEves, could lay hold of to expofe the
(rlory of that Day. --- I made Minutes of my Remarks and
Sentiments, in my Diary ; and find that, upon the beft Evi-
dence [ cou’d gain by converfing with particular Perfons after-
wards, I had fallen far fhort in 1 my Obfervartions at theTime,
ot what was 1eally difcover’d to many Souls, and the Power
of
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of the Gofpel felt upon their Hearts.--- Many old Chriftians
told me thcy had never feen fo much of the Glory of the Lord
and the Riches of his Grace, ndr feltifo much of the Power
of tlic Gofpel before @ they had never feen fo clearly the in-
finite Occan of divine Love 3 never been {o fenfible of the
Love of God to them ; norhad fuch ftrong Love fo clearly in
Exercife to him.  Several of them had the full Affurance of
I"aith, who had been fecking after it for many Years, but
were dented Gll that Time.  New Converts were greatly re-
frefh'd and quicken’d, --- Lcan’t doubt whether they had the
Prefence of the Comforter @ Chrift then appear’d more lovely
than the Princes of this World . T hLy ﬁ:t under bis Shadow
with great Delighty and his Fruit was fweet to their Tafle :
They were feafted 1in his Banqueting-Houfe, and his Banner
over them was Love: They could not fupport themfelves,
many of them, undtr the Weizhe of ity they were fo deeply
affcéted withit.  Had not Chritt put underneath his ever-
lating Arms for their Suppore, 1 know not, but many would
hawup:rcd under the Weirht of divine Benefits.---And be-
fides all this, I think, we h:wL a good Evidence of the faving
Converfion of feveral of the Communicants at the fameTime,
The feveral Difcoveries they gave an Account of, together
with the Effedls thefe Difcovert s produced in a Law- Worlk,
and a true Clofure with Jefus Chrift, gave me confiderable
Hope of it; and a long Time fince to “obferve their pious
Lm: and holy Converfation, confirms my firft Hope that it
was a Reality and no Dcccptton --- I’m perfuaded the mar-
vellous Grace of God appearing at that Schl'm, is admir’d by
Huudreds among us nere in Time, and wiil be mucui more
admir’d by the Armies of Saints and Angels throughout Eter-
nity. --- Chrift came like a Ree or a young Hart ; he look’d
forth at the Window,and fhew’d himfelf through theLattefs 7
I never faw fuch a Lovc Feaft before ! He Iquc the Word
and it was done 5 he faid, Rife up, my Love, my fair One,and
csme away : and lo, the Winter was paft, the Rain was over
and gone : All invited us to come and partake of the divine
Joys which the near Approach of the Sun of Righteoufnefs
produce. O that he would return like a Roe, or a young Hart
upon the Mountains of BETHER ! That he would make Hafte
to perfect his Loving-kindnefs to us, and not fuffer the Foxes
to fpotl the Vines which hang with tender Grapes!

since
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Since that Time, we have had many 1efrething Seafons,
both in public Warfhip and morc private Aflemblies ; and.
many hopeful Converfions. Nor are publick aml  private
Mectings the only Places of thefe Influences and Effedls
the Clofety the Ficld, the Shop, and the Kirehen, are all
Witnefles to them.  *Twas no uncommon Thing for Chrif-
tians to be overcome in their private Retirements, as they
have told me of the happy Seafons ; in Meditation at fome-
times, and Converfation at otheis, divine T'ruth has been
fet in a clear Light, and they have been made to know
the Truth, of the Gofpel of the blefled God,  But theWork
has not appear’d, in a general Way, (o powerful fince, as it
did the firlt cight or nine Months ; indeed God givesWitnefs
to the T'ruth of thefe Things, at Times, morc or lefs, unto
(his Day ; and will, I truft, until the End.

The Work, as1 obferv’d, began chielly among'the Youth,
and fo it has been carried on chiefly among them @ But it
was not among them alone.  They left .eir Sports, and
grew fick of their vouthful Amufement ; the Difeale (as
fome call’d it inDerifion)did not ftop here. Many of middle
and old Agc werealarm’d, and fome of them, to Appear-
ance, favingly converted.  Three or four upwards of fifty,
2we near feventy, and one minety-three Years old, I truft, were
turncd from Dar’ nefs to Light, from the Power of Sin and
Satan unto God. Scveral Pesfons that were noted for Im-
morality, and fome others that were not {o openly mark’d
out, were bro’t to confels their finful Deeds, not by Con-
ftraint but of their own Accord, and are now joined in our
Communion, and I hape, are Chriftians indecd.  And there
are fome few Inflances of the Converdion of thofe that bitterly
oppos’d the Work at fi:ft ; fuch as have gone to hear Ser-
mmons, with Defign, as they confefs, to cavil and opp: ‘e, have
been takeni~--One or two, that fuppofed themfelves  nver-
ted, greatly rejoic’d in the Work ar firdt, when the o o «
were under deep Convictions :  the Concern they well un-
derftood, and tho’t 1t reafonable, and were pleas’d to {ce fo
much Reformation, they themfelves having gone fo far ; but
when Perfons came to rejoice in God, and to be overcomic
with the Love -of God, und to tell of the kxcellencies of
Chrift, 1t was all Foolifhnels to them 5 they grew all Enmuty
and QOppchition, but were, afterwards made to fee that they
{eitled down upon their Reformations 5 were Encmitto

30d
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God themfelves and Strangers to Chrilt 5 and fince then ure
bro't to rejoice inGiod altoe==Some others who were vnder dif-
trefling Coneera ae ficll, and very forward to promote every
‘T'hing, that feem’d @ probable Means of Good, are fince
turn’d zealoully aveife to the Work, efpecially to the Cum-
fortsand Juys of Chriftians.--<I¢ has been obferv'd by muny,
that fuch as wergfipelt cminent for Religion before, have
been friendly and forward to encourage this Work 5 and
th:y have been abundantly quicken’d ana refrethed,  Several
of them are fince dead, and went oft’ triumphing over thid
King of Terrors, in full Aflurance of Hope. |

Many that werg greatly afteCled apd concern’d for a whil
arc grown cafy g carele’sas formetly 5 tho' there is aNum-
ber unto this Day reMaining under Convi@ions.---1 don’t re-
member any two Inftances wmong us that ever gave me Satis-
fachion of their Convetlion, but what (Hl maniteft comtorta-
ble Signs of the "Truth and Reality of it.--- "T'is poflible that
{fome may ghink me tond of Numbers ; and wonder at
it the rather fince 1 have met with fo much Difficulty, and
have had fo many ill Reports fpread abroad concerning the
Doctrines, it has been faid that I have taught, as well as fome
other moft abufive Reprefentations of my Chara&er.  Yet,
Icaving fuch Things to him who will thortly bring into open
Light ail the hidden Things of Darknefs ; 1 think I am
call’d of God to fay, that if we may give credit to the Ac-
counts Perfons give of aclear Law*Work, and a Work of
effeftual Grace wrought upon their Hearts ; after it it bas
been ftrengthened by frequent repeated Accounts of their
Communion with God, and a fpiritual Converfation :ad
cood Life, ina general Courle, for feveral Years together,
I have Reafon to hope about one Hundred and ¢ighty Souls be-
longing to thi. Congregation,have met with a faving Change,
fince the Beginning of the late glortous ERfufion OFthL" holy
Spirit among us ; befides the frequent, and more than com-
mon Quicknings and Refrefhings of others that were, hope-
fully, in Chrift Years before. And, perhaps, we have a
confirming Teftimony of the Truth of theWork, above what
fome others have had, in the vifible Mecknefs, Forbearance,
Love, Forgivenefs, and the like, with which they have gene-
rally behav’d themfelves in the Time of injurious Calumnics ;
when the Work of God,and their perfonal Condu@ have been
mifreprefenteds.  We have had Times of fingular Trial and

Tempta-
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Temptation @ what wou'd try every Vein in a Man'y
Heart.---But in all this Day of Difliculty, our new Convert
a5 well as others, in general, that have fallen in with i, and
cxperienc’d it, do generally come forth as Gold from the
F Urnace. I would fpeak it to the Praile of free and rich
Gtace thit has abounded to them ; and hgpe they will ever
canty it in their Minds that the Lord hasBdn their Strength
and their Shicld, and their Helper ina Time of Thiouble.
Let it pleafe God to make all Grace abaund to them,  that they
always baving all Sufficiency in oll Things, may abound in cvery
égaad Ifork, Let Godincreafe the Fruits of Love, andlJumi-
ity and Mecknefs 5 and ‘enrich them iftevery Thing to all
Risheeoufnels and Charite.  Bleffed be ghe Qbd and Father of
our Lard Jefus Chr 5/?., twha has chofen them to be boly and with-
cup Blame before him in Love.  T.et them wait ftill for the
Rain, and cry caneftly for the latter Rain 3 that God wou'd
cive them enlarg’d Meafures of Grace, and Hll them with all
(piritual Blefhings., »
ut perhaps, Rev. Sir, youare ready to wonder, and fay
within yourfelf ; whatisall purcat Lyme ? Has there been
nothing from whence thefe fumidable Accounts; we have
had among us about that People, thou’d artfe 2 What means
the unhappy Reprefentations that have been given of us?
No doubt, Sir, there have been manv Things amify ¢ |

tho’t {o from the Beginnigg, and [ think fo . The S Spitit
of God has been prmmf by (\:cﬂmm and Strife aboutWords
by cvil Surmifiegs and perverfe Difputiges 5 by many foolith
and hurtful Lufts. The Wark of Gad’s Girace has been op-

pofed by Perﬁm under C’cmu}‘?:am, by their flanding out againft
the Calls given them to believe in the Name of hun whem he
bas fent, and &y Perfons that have been difaffected to thistich
Grace.---Some were difpofed td cavil and fault the YWork and
a1l the Meafures ufed for the canrying of it on from theBeoin-
pine.  Some ] thnught a httle intemnperate in their Zeal at
Tunce and for fume Things that it was hardly worth while

to contend ubout.---Thave feen Reafon to alter iy own Cornr-

Juct in feveral Things. Purr.-mfm{,c, to ¢reat thofe that oqn-

poﬁ:d the \Vork wnh arcater Candour and Jlildnefs, and to
addrefs myfelf to all Conditions of Men with mor¢ Tende nefs

. than 1 did feveral Times.

(‘Th be continued.)
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be offended, I have Reafun to think that my L fhiibfud-
nefs in and Unworthinefs of the great Honour Goid has
put upon me,in making me thelather of many fporsinal Chal-
dren, has prejudic’d many Perfons apainftic. - Yet thore wae
fo much Purityy Prudence and Care in the Condudt ot the
Subjeéls of tlm(natc, and fo little biregulanty for fout o
five of the firlt Months, that the mol} Prudem, ()l}fr.n T Yt
Judictous have mention’d it to me w:th'Wundt.r andPlcalure,
as well as with Thankfuluefs to God, that they con’d obferve
nothing worth the Notice of any tho' watching to find
an Oceafion,  But towards the latter End of the Summer 1
obletv'd feveral Things that fome Perfons were dif ofed o,
which flained the Purity, and lindred the Progrels of the R
formation,  The valt Eteerny we had of Mr. Davenpori. in
fome Meafure prepar’d us to have a bettes Opimon ot s
Condut when he camie among vs 3 tho” 1 don’t remomnber
that any of us were pleas’d with all his Meafuies,  Some
Things which I'have heard of his pradlicing in other Placer,
I know nothing of his prafticing here.  "'was fud  that lu.
judg'd of Mml(hra by Name, as unconverted, o a puhlu_
Mnnncr, but that [ kntw not of then, tho'l beard him do
it in one Inflance fince that "ime. *Twas faid that he ufed
ftrange Methods to (care People into Iits, und did not take
» Pains to inftrult their Minds ; but I can’t charge him with
any fuch Thing among us. ] heard bim preach feveral Ser-
mouns which were as inftruftive and learching as anySermons,
V. pcrhnps

BUT' when I have taken the utmoflCare that none nupht
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perhaps, that ever I heard in my Life.  Iis Zeal was great,
and fo did his Charity appear tobe.  Yet 1 have fometiimes
tho't that his coming over to the .Main that Summer of gene-
ral Concern was the Oveafion of much Hurt.  Befure [ have
repented my exchanging Pulpits with him @ many Prejudices
were ftir'd up and increas’d againft the Revival of Religion
thereby.  Butafterall I fee no more of a Faultin that than in
Miritters admitting him into their Pulpits 1 nor could that be
deem’d a Matier of public Complaint when he was ina good
Standing with all the Churches.---And tho' he did, I believe
mifs it greatly in fome Points, and greatly prejudice Perfuns
acainft Religion, yet it mult be acknowledg’d that he was
made a great Blefling to many Souls ; but ¢/pectally to the
dshegan and NabauntucTribes of Indians.  Tho' much Pains
had been taken to w'n them to embrace the Gofpel be-
fore, yet nothing fcem'd to have any confiderable Effet *ull
M:. Davmporr came among them : But the Pains he took
were ¢minently blefs'd to lnclmc them to receive Initruétion,
and to :makcn a great Concernan many about their eternal
Welfare. 1 greatly loved him for his eminent Piety,but I can’t
juftify all slMeafures.  Efpecially his encouraging Perfons in
a Lay Capacity to fet up as the Heads of public dffanblics ; his
encruraging feperate Meetings, and the great Wight he lad
upon /mpre/fizns made upon the Mind by Texts of Scripture
about future Events.--- Yet ] think nonc of our new Con-
ererts actually fell in with thefe Principles, except that of fepe-
rate Mectings, and they were but few. There feem’d to be
a L7 in the Minds of fome few towards tha other two for
{fome Tirge.  They argu’d for them @ and fo did [ argue for
that ot Impreffions fometimes, tho’ my judgraent never gave
in to them : but thefe Things had a bad Influence: they fet
Men to controverting, & turn’d theirMinds oft from the main
Rulinefs, and Mecn grew exceeding jealous of every Thing
ti at had the leaft Look towards any Thing of the Nature of
lay- Kxhortations : even the Exhortations that are incumbent
:pen ali private Chrithians were fulpedted, and objedled a-
Lamﬂ And fo of feperate Bleetings. “I'he Notion of a fepe-
rate Mecting was fo odious that the Spirits of Men were en-
raz'd thereby ; and the End Mr, Davenpert had in them, was
mireprefented. [ attended onc of thein he held among us ;
and am perfuaded that therc was much of the gracious Pre-
. fence of God with many Chriftians that Day.  Much of the
Time
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Time was fpent in Prayer; and the Exhortation bhe pave
Chritians were good @ [ obferved nothing but what was re-
verent and devout : But the Praétice, I think, 15 wrong for
us, and thercforc I never attended another among us to tlas
Day : norindeed has thePractice prevail’d.  Another Thing
that fome few Perfons were blum’d for, was their Langlin:
at Conferrences, and relizious Mectings.  This Pradtice was
but rare, and the lonftances very tew 5 and fcarce any ap-
prov’dit, Indeed [ don't remember that any one of our e,
Converts julltify’d it : but whether they did or ner It
was truc of 1o or three, feveral Tunes ; and created much
needlefs Difcourfe and finful Prejudice.---Some few alfo, wi,
had remarkably clear Converlions themfelves, have brenready
to think that if cvery one was not carried along in the fame
Manncer, and as powerfully as they had been, they might not
make up a Judgment of Chanty i Favour of them.----Aro-
ther Thing that has been offenfive 5 that Perfon under high
[piritual Difcoverics have feveral Times fpoke outin Tincof
publick Excrcifes in thetloufe of (3od.  Indecd none ofthem
pretend to Juflity their {o doing, that I have heard 5 but they
tho’t it wou'd be as hittle Interruption to others, and asin-
offenftve as their crying out, or groaning out with a Joud
Voice which they cou’d not retrain from,

Thus, Sir, 1 have given vou as jutt an Account ¢f the
Things that have been annfs, on the Part of our new Conver 2.,
as [ can 3 and alfo on the Pare of thofe that have been unoer
Convidtions ; except fome Thinzs 1 thall mentton when |k
connider other Things with which the Jate Subp s of the
Work in the Land are charg’d v gemeral. 1 perceive that
there are great Complaints ot va/f Imquiticsy Errery 1Y, iy
and Enthufiafm gencrally prevatling among the new Conwer#s
in the Land.  And whatever of this INaturce has been open a-
mong us I don’t defire to hide @ But I hepe the Complaints are
gencrally gruundlu!s, and ‘Things bhave been mificprefented.
No Pcople, 1 believe, have had a larger Share of fuchCharges
than thofe of this Place 1 and knowing that the Complaints
are gmera”y without Grounds bere, | wou'd perfuade my folf
that they are generally {o 1n other Places.  Indeed, theor has
becn that among us which an.frminian wou'd brand with very
black Marks; but a Calvini/? that has really felt the Power
of the Gofpel upon his Heart wou’d approve.

V2 The
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The new Converts are reprelented as guilty of mon/flruous
Uncharitablmefs and rafh judging.  Some among us, 1 think,
have been to blame in their judging of the State of others ¢ but
the Error has been chiefly on that which is cali*d the charita-
ble Side.  Pretty much as it has been common in fomePlaces
where Relations have been ofter’d by Perfons in Order to
their Admiffion to Communion @ If Perfons cou’d fay any
‘Thing almo?, about adivine Influence upon their Souls, at
once they were ready to vote them converted.  But genc-
rally fpeaking there has been a greatReformation of that kvil
Qur new Cenverts, as far as [ can obierve, are very prudent
on that Account: they fufpend giving any  Judgment at all,
on cither Side, before they have that which they think s the
Amount of tiws Witnefles.  ‘They don’t judge of theirNeigh-
bours to be wncznverted as the Country has been amus’d (and
as, | tuppofe, Mr. Davenport did fume Minifters) unlefs the
Courfe of their Life is manifeltly carnal ov vicions.  But as
we don’t look upon ourfelves bound to judge a Nan converted
becaute he isa Profejfor, and orderly in his Life, (efpecially if
e declares Wimlelf unconverted, and by Dilcourfe feems to thow
himtelt' a Stranger to Chrift) fo neither do any,that I know of,
allow themfelves to judoe a Man uncenverted, who 15 a Pro-
feiry and of a cood Life and harmlefs Converfation in his
cencral Courle. Nor can I think that Men ought to be tax’d
with rafh judging and Promoters of Strife and Contention,
meerly becaufe they fufpend their Judgment, where they
have nothing but a Man’s Life and Profeflion as a Teft of his
socd Eftate, ¢fpecially in a Place where it has been thePradtice
to receive Perfons into the Communion of the Church, under
a Notion that the Lord’s Supper is a converting Ordinance.
Who made me a Judge ; or gave me Power to conclude this
or that Man who was born in Sin, is now converted, but in the
Mouth of two or three Witnefles to eftablith fuch an Opinion
1N me.

The Country has alfo been ftrangely amus’d with a Notion
of Trances, Vifions, extraordinary Miffions, and immediate
Revelations. It has been reprefented as tho’ thefe were com-
mon among the new Converts. 1 have had a very extenfive
and per fonal Acquaintance with the Converts in the late Sea-
fon of Grace ; and among the Thoufands that I have con-
verfed with, I have not met with aScore thar pretended to any
fuch Things : Yea, I doubt of £alf that Number to be found

11
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in all the Churches of this Government 3 but however these
may be one lnftance of this Nature, among a Thaufund that
arc not chargeable therewithy we have been free frum them,
and, Thope, ever thall,

Have Patience with me a little, Rev. Sir, and [ will adone,
a==""Tis gufinuared as tho’ the dSubjedls of the late Work, were
generally chargeable with Lrror in the Doétrines they hold ;
and thofe among us have been as feverely chars’d on that Ac-
count us any, perhaps, in theCQountry.  Therefore, I may be
allow’d to clear oft that fmputation {o far as they are thnocent.
I don’t know of an lnftance among our new CGonverts, but
what abhors. drmintanifm on the one Hand, and Autinomianifm
on the other.  Thev evidently difupprove all thole Doltrines
that lead to Licentioufnefs, by Lighly approving fuch us incul-
cate Holinefs. “Fhey manifeltly dejdike thofe Doltrines that
tend to evals the Creature in his own Conceit, by the Peafur
they take in thole that eftabiifh the abjolute Sovercirnty of
God.--->Tis true, {tnce we have been told that there isa con-
fiderable Harmony between the Principles of sneww Converts ,and
fome People that were Pells to the Churches a httle mare than
an Hundred Years ago, therc has been much Art ufud to re-
prefent that to be the Cale with us: But Swlvation 15 of the
Lerd 3 and I trufty he will fave us from thefe groundlefs Im-
putations.  Arife, O Lord, liftup thy [elf : awake for us t
Fudgment that thou haft commanded,---and we swill prarfe the
Lord according ta his Rightesufnefs and fing to the Pruife of th-
Lord msj} high.---~

One Complaint is that unconverted Miniflers are incapable
of being Injiruments of theConverfion of gthers.  ‘'ThisDodinine,
I never met with more than one that wou'd own it as his
Opinion : and he does not belong to thisPlace,  I'm of Opi-
nion that fome rwo or three Perfons went a little too near
fuch a Doftrine, but as to our neww Converts the Miftake was
foon re&tified.---Yet, tho’ we don’t hold that (avine (race
is neceffary to the Being of the dlinifiry, fo thatif he who is
unconvert «d thou’d adminifterOrdinances, his Adminiftrations
wou'd be a Nullity 5 our new Converts and many others a-
mong us arc of Opinion that the Cafe of a Perfun is very fad
indeced, not only when their Minifter has not a good Stock
of humane Knowledge, or when he is erroneous in his Princi-
ples, or is not of a good Life and Converfation, but alfo when
Ee has not expersen’d a Work of faving Grace upon his own

Soul,
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Soul ; and that for this plain Reafon, viz. Becaufe unexpe-
rienc’d Minifters will be very unlitely to  encourage the
Power of Godlinefs, and very likely to keep their People eafy,
(i.¢. ufe their Endeavours to do fo) with the dull Form of
Religion.  If thi:Opinion 1s erroneous, we are fallen into an
Error : but not one that is to be reftrained to that Time of
the Church only wherein People pefter’d thefe Churches with
their Errors an HundredYears ago.  The Doétrine has been
handed along from one to another unto this Day : and we
hive re eminent Divines that are now before me, of the
fame Way of thinking if I can underftand them, viz. Mr,
IFiiard, vid. his Difcourfes upon the 32d Pfalm, Pages 416.
t0 419. and Mr. Stodidard, vid. hisBook intitled, The Benefit
cf the Gojpel 1o the wounded 1n Spirit, Pages 36 to 43, & 40.

We have none among us that withdraw from Minifters
under a Notion of their being unconverted ; but fome have de-
clin’d hearing fome Minifters that have preach’d among us,
becaufe they had heard that they were generally cavilling a-
gainft the extraordinary Work.

Nor do I know of any one of our #ew Converts that are
chargeable with de/pifing human Learning 5 flighting Schools
or Colleges ;5 {0 depending upon the Spirit as to make it a
Shelter for dlenefs, or a Neglect of the diligent Ufe of Aleans,
or to refleét Dithunour upon the written Word of God.

Another Error complain’d of is, that the neww Converts hold
that A/furance is of the E[fence of faving Faith ; and that none
are converted but {fuch as know themfelves converted. [
never met withan Inftance 2among us of this Opinion, and [
b:lieve *twill be difficult to find more than one in theCounty.
T'is true there are many that think Affurance is not o rare
among true Chriftians, as fome have imagin’d, and that Per-
funs who are converted at adult Age, do know of parti.ular
Times when they have undergone eminent Changes: but
none that [ have met with make 2 neceflury Conne@ion be-
tween juftifyinz Faith and Aflurance, or a Man’s Conve fion
and the Knowledge of his being converted.

When fhall I have done ? Do they villify good Works
too ? This has been charg’d upon us as well as others, no
doubt.  And thus far is true that fome few have fpoken of
Works before Juftification in unfuitable Language, and a
bold Manner of Expreflion: but even thefe Inftances have

been rare, and are, I think, reform’d, But as to good
WFOI.ka
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Works confider’d in a Gofpel Senfe, I know of none of our
new Converts but fpeak highly of them, infift upen them as
neeeflary, and,in their general Coutfe, are careful to pra&ice
them,  They feem to have a godly jealoufy lealt they fhould
at any Time, {ubtticute good Worksin the Place of Chrigh ;
but they feem to be faved from their Sinsy and o be zealous
of good Works.

Since I have gone fo far, fufter me to mention one Thing
morc,our rnew Chriffians are charg’d with denying Sanétification
to be the Lvidence of a jultified State.  If any one has plead-
ed for fuch a Tenet in the Face of the World, let him ant-
wer for himfelf. 1 dare venture to deny that it is the Princi-
ple of any of the new Converts {o far as L know their Opinion
of fuch a Principle ; and have often heard many of them a-
mong us {peak frecly to the contrary.  Indeed, ifto hold that
theKnowledge of Grace comes by Lutuition, and cannot be had
by obferving the external Conduét 5 if to fay Men muft know
their Love,Refignation to God, and Devotednefs to Chrift by
feeing theOperations of their own Minds, is denvingSan&tifi-
cation to be theEvidence of Juftitication ; then we have many
hacdeny it, and have the GREAT SHEPARD, WiILLARD,
StopDARD and others on our Side.---But I have not, tomy
Remembrance, met with onc of the new Chriflians, that pre-
tends a Nan may know himielf to be juftified in any other
Way than by knowing himfelt to be fanétified.

I have now given you, Rev. Siry as faithful Accounts of
the Glory of divine Grace among us, and the bad Things ob-
fervable 1n any of the Subjeéls of ity even where thelnftances
were rare, as [am able, in fo few Pages. I might have de-
fcended into many Particulars,and told of many Seafons when
the Grace of God has been eminently difplay’d, which I
omit, that the Account might be the lefs tedious. And with
Refpeét to the Mitreprefenations of Things here, I neced not
take up your Time at prefeat, becaufe I expedl, by the Wil
of God, to publith them 1n another Paper, 1f ever I {hou’d
come down to Beflon.

Yect I can’t willingly have done, without obferving that
Out-cries in our Affemnblics have been m ny Times brought
forward by the Miniftry of thofe that ~.sere look'd upon
Oppofers of the Work., I will give one or two Inftances ont
of many. One of my reverend Brethren, who never thoueht
it a Difhonour to be reckon’d among the Number of thole

that
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that all along difapprov’d of Qut-Cries,and has preach’d againft
thum,, aod 1 think (ufficicntly fhown his diflike, told me,
that he was preaching for a Minifter abroad, upon the Sab-
bath, and that he fpake with his ufual Moderation ; and
that it was among a People where there had never been any
Out-Cries, and yvet under one or both of his Sermons, the
Aflewbly was tull of them. 1 inquit®d of him what ht tho't
of the Perfons that cried out under his Preaching, and he told
me that he did not doubt but that their Diftreffes arofe
from a clear regular Senfe of their Sin and Danger.  Why
he thould {cruple that to be the Caufe of Out-Cries under the
Preaching of other Minifters, I know not. --- Another who
was then Jook’d upon an Oppofer, was preaching a Sermon
tor me, (and thae I beard and faw the Effedls of) and in his
Sermon he fet the Nature of /pirstual Convictions and the
D ager of grieving the Holy Spirit in an excellent Light.
Uoder this Sermon there were many cried out in very great
diftrefs.  Every Sentence, almoft feem’d like a Sword in the
Bones.  But towards the Conclufion he told the awaken®d,
that if they did what thev cou’d in the Ufe of the appointed
Means, they need not fear; for (God bad bound himfelf
by Promife, to the Endzavours of Men in a natural State
or Words of that Import. And this Piece of Doélrine as
fenfibly check’d the Cries of the Diftrefled, as the former
Truths brouzht them forward. Thefe Effefls, 1 tho’t, were
rnat the weakeflt Arguments of their rifing and falling from the
Force of Truth and Error. Truth fet home upon their
Hearts feem’d to make them cry out in Anpuith 3 and Error
greediiy embrac’d in the diftrefling Seafons, feem’d to abate
their Diftrels : probably they began to hope that God was
not fo much of a Sovereign as they had conceiv’d him to be.

( Do be finy/bed in our next. )

Juft Publith’d, and Sold by 8. Kneeland and 7. Green in

QDueenfireet.
A Bricf Account of Gop’s Dealings with £.G. Son to 2

Diflenting Minifter in Lendon. To which is added,
a Hymn intitled, An Invitation to the Vilefdy or the wondrous
Power of FREE-GRACE. Written by Himserr. Tl
LORD hath done great Things for me, whereof I am glad.
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Chriftian Hiftory;

Containing Accounts of the Propagation and Revival
of Religion in Grear Britain, dmerica, &c.
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Account of the Revival of Religion at Loy s 18} Parifb
in Connelticut, fimfhed.

PON the whele, Tam perfuaded there has been a
wonderful Work of God's Grace among us, and
inmany otherPlaces where Lhave been .thu..um.d

and the Sorrows and [oys that have been fo com-

mon, were produc’d in general bv the Qperations of the

[Holy Spirit upon the Souls of Men.-----The Joys were the

Joys ot the Chriftian, and not wild, cmhuﬁuﬂick Whimns., 1

have met with few, amonyx the Thoufands that I have con-

vers’d with [{fome at heme and others abroad) but cou’d
aive a rational Account of their Jovse  The Foundation of
them appear’d to be laid i Faich, which flow’d outin Praites
to God; Self-abateiment 5 codly Jealoutv, &c. Imuit cun-
fefs that [ am a Stranzxer to the religious Jma of newe Converts
amony us, after the ftrictelt nquiry, and longy ()n(uu.:lmn
if thefe are pot the Lumunntmta of their Jovs,  Aud ¢
fame I may fay of othersin other Places (tome fuw excepied )

where I have been muft convertant with the Subrec?, a,t i

Girace. Perhaps, it dhofe that have fet themielves to '-10::3..

and write anamntt thv Tmecbudacaannted thepuelves v

2

intimately with the Subic (s of thefeSor ows and Jov-and de -

peaced lefs uponAccounts from ty e that pevee car'd th con-

verfe much with themy bev woud have civen jolter Repredes:-
tations of thefe Thngs,ant not have boon taife Wiinels agaat

b alotious Work of the Lite a0 ot Crrace.

[ atk Pardon for my taking up fo much of yon:'Fine; ar i

-----

if you think it for the (31, o1y ot the Redeemer to fufter o
whole or any Part of this Account to be pubhith'd . veu

}:. !313
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have my Confent. T'hat you may have much of theliefence
of Gaod, and a ercat Blefling attending your Labours in the
Blmllln, is the Prayer of,
Y our aﬁgﬂwmrc, unworthy Drother,
JonaAartuan Par-ons,

v

Atteltation to t5he clove Aecsunt by Richard Lovd, B/ and
cthers of the Chureh in Ly atr Weft Parith,

\ TE the fibferibing Drethren of the firit Church ot

Chirtt in Lame, havine heard our Rev. Paflo o read
over the preceeding Accaunt of the Revisal of Relirion, an
beins much acqu. 'mt:.d with the Subjucts of the late Wain,
&> aiio with the Circumitances of the moft extraordinary Par-
ticulars related inthe Account (7.0 thofe which relate to this
Place) do cive ourAtteftation to the'Truth of the Account, 1)
far as i1t rtlpcctb thi:Place, according to the beft of our N
ledge and Judrment 3 tho® we cant “but be of Opinion that

much morc mizht hase been added to finow the Glory of e
among us.

Rilaord Lorvd
Leonariabh Vlaruin
"‘f,-!,,; Dcr../:u

1.:_,:“ .\"‘-:‘.5

:}‘/r"’ disiher the 2.

Revivad of Religinat SutTox in the County of Worcelter
i the Na !idchui:_tt; Province, absut for v Miles ¢ :z,.,
Southward of the W cﬁfr.m Bofton : /u a Leticr frzm th:
Rev. dlr. H-"LII Pr{/ C‘- tre Churds f’:;?'c.‘, t; !
R:v. Alr. PrRI1NCE.

Rev. Sir,
AE to the Matter, you was piealed fome Months ago t
write to me adout, refpeting the Rite and }’iur* cfs ¢
the Work of Gop among us; more clpecially i the 1
remarkable Davy of the Lord’s Viliation of his People @
have drawn up a brief Aczount, which is as followeth.

It 1~ more than Arteen Yers fince I was (eetled here 10 the
Minitry : when there were about eizhty Fumiies in the
Town. Whenl hirft came amony this People which was i

tt -





