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PREFACE.

W

HEN firft defired by the Reverend Mr. Fox

croft to preach the publick Lecture in Boſton, I

found a great Backwardness to it in my own

Mind; partly becauſe I did not defire to hinder the People

of a better Sermon, and partly becauſe I had concludedto

leave the Townthe Day before. But being urg'd byhim,

and fome other Gentlemen, with Difficulty I confented :

and having given my Word, I then endeavour'd afreſh to

give up my Heart to GOD, and beg'd his Affiftance to

lead me to the maft proper Subject, and tostrengthen me in

pleading his Caufe ; and the Event of all I can chearfully

leave with him.

IF any ſhould think it a Piece of Arrogance in a Stran

ger and a Youth, to come into the Metropolis ofa Coun

try, andpreach upon fuch a Subject, as one having Autho

rity ; Ihave this tofay in thegeneral, That I did not aim

at being a Man-Pleafer therein. I know that the Doc

trines and glorious Work which are mention'd with Appro

bation, are oppofite to the Scheme of Religion engraven

upon the Hearts of Men as they come into the World. All

that is carnal in every Man quarrels with them when they

are strictly afferted : And therefore it would be no great

*+*
Wonder
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ii PREFACE.

Wonder if cold Chriftians, that have got at a Distance

from the LORD, fhould think I was too fevere. But I

was pleas'd to fee that fome of the Minifters (with whom

I had a little Opportunity afterwards) werefenfible of the

Importance of the Truths, and gave GOD Thanks that I

was lead to difcourfe upon them.

ALLthe Apology Iſhall make at preſent for the Sermon,

is only to give fome of the Reasons that inclin'd me to

preach, and now incline me to print it. And they are as

*follow, Viz.

1. BECAUSE I was willing to awaken Mankind to

confider the great Importance of an orthodox Miniftry.

There is but little Need of Study or Reading to learn Ar

minian or Pelagian Doctrines. ' Tis true, the Patrons of

fnch Doctrines labour bard enough to make up a confiftent

Scheme that may hang together ; andfet it off as well as

they can withunfanctified Reaſon : But when theyhave

done their best, their Principles can be acceptable to nothing,

that I know of, but unhallowed Nature. Every faithful

Minifter that deals with Souls, finds it no eafy Task to

bring them offfrom fuch hazzardous Principles, into the

Gofpel-Way af Salvation : And everytrue Chriftian that

has not buried himfelfup in Carnality, and forgot that he

was purged from his old Sins, finds his corrupt Biafs to

thefe felf-exalting Doctrines fo strong, that he has Reafon

enough daily to cry out, O wretched Man that I am, who

fball deliver me from the Dregs of thefe Herefies ! Con

fidering then, how prone all natural Men are to embrace

them, and how liable the beft of Men are to connive at

them ; when they are call'd to chufe a Preacher, they

are in great Danger offlighting over that important Af

fair. If they find a Man of good natural Powers and

furnish'd with a good Stock of human Learning, his

good Acquaintance with and Stability in the most impor

tant Doctrines of Religion are too easily pass'd over : If

he is found, what fome call, modeft in his Opinion, the

7
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PREFACE. 111

K

Matter is got through with Eafe : People are ready to

embrace him with Eagerness, and Minifters are in Dan

ger of ordaining him with Indifference. This I know

by frequent Obfervation, and by my own Experience, and

doubtless many can come and witness to the fame. I

could bring my felffor an Inftance, and the Circum

Stances of my firft Settlement in the Miniftry were it

proper for me to do it in this Place.

•

2. BECAUSE I was willing the World fhould know

fomething of my Opinion about the juft Grounds of Se

parations. 'Tis a Day of much Difcourfe about Sepa

rations and Divifions in Churches ; and fome have ac

tually broke off from the Miniftry they were formerly

under ;
not because they difliked the Conftitution, but

from fome imaginary or real Defect in the Miniftry. I

dare not fay they have no juftifiable Reafons for Sepa

ration in fome Inftances ; but I have no Reafon to

think they have in all. And as to the Manner that

has been taken, I look upon it unfcriptural, and by no

Means to be countenanced in fuch a Country as this ;

where we all profefs one Faith, the fame in which these

Churches were first fettled. If a Minifter is corrnpt in

his Principles, or generally neglects preaching the Doc

trines of Grace, or plainly endeavours to hide the Work

of Grace or bring it into Contempt, then, if I am

right, their is Matter enough for his being dealt with

by the Churches. Why are they not apply'd to for the

Redrefs of Grievances ? If a Minifter is grofly erro

neous, and can't be reform'd, he is not fit to be a Minifter

in the Churches : The Souls of his People are in the

greatest Danger : The Intereft of JESUS CHRIST

will be traduc'd by his Miniftry. Why is he not pro

ceeded with according to the Laws of CHRIST, Mat.

18 ? Why are not the Elders and Brethren call'd to

gether to confider of the Matter, Acts 15 ? Are all

the Churches grown fo carnal, all fo erroneous, that there

are no Matters of Importance to be laid before them ?

"

I



jv PREFACE,

I truſt not fo! But if that be true, yet I can't guefs

how I should know it without making Trial.
But I'm

afraid there are fome Separations upon meer Surmifes that

a Minifter is unconverted, even when he faithfully

preaches the Doctrines of Grace, and found experimen

tal Religion. The Preacher is not fo lively in his Work

as fome others, or he checks fome Extremes in a Manner

not fo pleafing as fome others do. But who is it that has

greatly enliven❜d other Minifters ? And how come they

to hit upon another Method of correcting thofe Things that

are amifs ? Or perhaps they finfully let them pafs with

out Correction. Is not the Sovereignty of GOD to be ob

ferved in his remarkable Vifits of Grace to fome and not

to others ? What if GOD fhould withdraw the Quick

nings of his Holy Spirit, and hide the Light of his Coun

tenance from thofe Minifters that have enjoy'd the largest

Share ;
and pour out his Spirit upon others that have becn

fhut up, until they become a Flame ofFire ? Would this

be a reafonable Ground of Separation from the former ?---

This Conduct will not be foundpleafing to GOD : It is

condemn'd in the Gofpel ; and it becomes cvery one to

condemn it. I pray GOD to open the Eyes of all his

Children that they might fee the Device of Satan herein ;

and I trust he will, if he defigns further Mercy to the

Churches. Indeed, if thefe Churches had explain'd away

their own Articles ofFaith, and openly gloried therein, as

fame of the Writers ofthe Church of England have done

theirs, that would very much alter the Cafe in my Opini

on. But, bleffed be GOD ! if fome are Enemies to thofe

Doctrines, yet they have been generally too much aw'd by

publick Confeffions, orfome other Confiderations, to oppofes

them in open Councils. Amidst the many Caufes of

Fear and Sorrow, we are ready to forget our Obligations

to unmerited Grace, for preferviag our valuable Confef

fion of Faith from being trampl'd upon and thrown out of

the Churches.

-

-----

3. BECAUS
E



PREFACE, V

3. BECAUSE I thought that fome Chriflians had been

too much encourag'd to feparate upon unwarrantable

Grounds. After all that can be faid upon the Grounds of

Separation, they must be reduc'd to what the united Chur

ches publickly esteem Heterodoxy. I fee nothing that will

make it reafonable to feparate from a truly Orthodox Mini

Stry where there are no impos'd Forms. When Minifters

and Churches warp offfrom the fundamental Doctrines of

the Chriftian Religion, or will not openly vindicate them,

they are no longer true Minifters and true Churches of

CHRIST ; 2 Tim 3. 8. Senfuality and Laxness of

Difcipline crept into a Church, or Lifelefnefs in publick

Adminiftrations, are Things to be lamented, but not fuf

ficient Grounds of Separation ; Phil. 3. 15. If every

Time a Minifter is in a dead or low Frame, Chriftians

may be encouraged to feparate from his Miniftry, we

fball foon bave Ephraim against Manaffen, and Ma

naffeh against Ephraim, and both against Judah.

4. BECAUSE young Converts are in great Danger

ofSeparating upon falfe Principles. Even the meer Čir

cumftance of a complaifant Behaviour in a Minifter, a

Wigg, or a new Coat, is many Times offenfive to the

tender Confciences ofyoung Converts : The Tenderness of

their Confciences is apt to run them into many wrong

Principles ; and hence they may be led to think that

fuch circumftantial Things are fufficient Grounds for Se

parations.

NOW, though I'm perfwaded that Separations are

warrantable and highly neceffary where the Miniftry is

corrupt in thofe Things mentioned in the Sermon, unless

it can happily be redrefs'd a better Way ; yet I look up

on the Peace and Unity of the Church of vaft Importance

to the Growth of pure Religion, and by no Means to be

violated where plain Neceffity does not call for it. The

Way to an Increaſe of the Body, and to Edification in

Love, is to be fitly joined and compacted together, Eph.

4. 15.



vi PREFACE.

4. 15. 16. Union in Heart and Practice is like the

Dew of Hermon, and the Dew that defcended upon the

Mountains of Zion, where the LORD commanded the

Bleffing, even Life for ever more. But Separations,

groundless Separations, are to be look'd upon with Dread,

because they are a great Dishonour to GOD, a great Inju

ry to the Kingdom ofCHRIST, and a great Hindrance to

the Edification of the Subjects of that Kingdom. There

fore, unleſs of our own felves Men arife, fpeaking per

verfe Things ; teaching dangerous Doctrines ; awfully

neglecting the Doctrines of Grace, or oppofing the Works

of Grace, and fo drawing away Difciples after them ;

fuch near Bonds are not to be violated : But being many

we maybe one Body in CHRIST ; and every one

Members one of another.

BUT, perhaps, fome may wonder ftill, that I took

fuch a Method ; and that I had expos'd myſelfſo much in

a Place offuch Concourfe.

I need not affign all the Reafons of this, in the moft

publick Manner, but may be allow'd to referve fome to

communicate another Way. Yet thus much I will ven

ture to fayfurther, That feveral Sermons have been lately

preach'd and printed, corrupt in Principle, and plainly le

vell'd against the glorious Work of GOD, without any

publick Notice taken of them that I could find : And I

think it a great Dishonour to Religion that the glorious

Caufe of CHRIST may be flander'd inthe Land, and Men

allow'd the Pulpit, even in the chief Seats ofa Country, to

fend out their Invectives against his facred Truths and

Work, withoutfo much as any Animadverfions upon them :

It looks as if Men were inwardly pleas'd to have the

Caufe wounded, though they did not care to strike the

Blow themselves, when they take no Notice of them that

do.

AND
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AND again, it appear'd evident to me that there was

a Difpofition to feparate from all the Miniftry, got into

Some of the Children of GOD : They had fix'd wrong

Principles in their own Minds as Reafons for Separation .

There may be fufficient Reafons for feparating from fome

in the Miniftry at Boſton, for ought I know :
And if

that is true, ' tis the Duty ofthe whole Church to feparate

from them unless theycan be recover'd : But I must con

fefs that I don't fee through feparating from a faithful,

orthodox Miniftry : Nor do I think thofe that encourage

it are innocent before GOD in their fo doing : What

Scripture there is to be found to justifyfuch a Conduct I

can't yet Light upon. However fome might be offended

with meforpreachingfuch a plain Sermon, and think that

it bore hard upon the Miniftry of that Town, yet I look

upon them as the Minifters of CHRIST, if they don't

deprive themſelves of that Character, nor endeavour to

Screen them that do. And (as I told many private Chri

ftians when at Boſton) I look upon it an artful Device of

the Devil to crumble the true Church in Pieces, that any

were encouraged to feparate themselves from all the Minif

ters there. I have particular Acquanitance with feveralof

them, and have no Reaſon to think but that they are Men

of GOD. I can't yet believe that the LORD JESUS

will ever thank any of my dear Brethren, if they are

found Encouragers of Separations upon private Impulfes,

or private Judgments, when the Grounds offuch Separa

tions will not bear the publick Teft. I must sayitagain,

I look upon it afad Omen that any young Chriftians, or o

thers, think of forfaking the Ministry of their orthodox

Divines. I perceive that it has been fuggefted as though

I had by fome Meafures, endeavoured to reprefent the ve

nerable Dr. Sewall as unconverted : 'Tis a bafe Mif

reprefentation of what I faid or ever defign'd. Neverthe

less I'll bear it all, and am afham'd that ever I fhew'd

any Diflike to a Sermon ofhis preach'd Feb. 26. 1741,2.

before Iknew more about it. Let the Reproach fall upon

me;
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me ; for I find the Thing Ithen spoke against was not in

bis Book.

THE good LORD grant, that, in theſe Days ofglori

ous Grace, all our Hearts may be made to bow at the Foot

of a glorious and abfolute Sovereign ; to yield to and em

brace the great Doctrines and Work of Grace ; and in this

Way Scatter the Clouds that have gathered over us,

and give us a fettled Peace ! This is what we ought to

defire andprayfor ; and if God graciously hears our Re

queft , the Difficulties fubfifting will foon be adjusted. If

GOD will make Ufe of the following Difcourfe to that

End, I fhall have my Defire and Reward.

TRCONES

Lyme, Nov. 2.

1742.
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Wiſdom is juſtified of her Children.
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MATTH. XI. 19.

But Wisdom is juftified ofher Children.

!!

T

HE Occafion of thefe Words was the

affuming, oftentatious, and hypocritical Con

duct of the Scribes and Pharifees. They

were Men of the higheſt Eſteem among

the Jews, for their Learning, Shew of

Piety, Power and ftrict Adherance to the Law. They

gloried much in the Traditions ofthe Antients, andin

that Righteouſneſs which confifted in Negatives ; but

greatly defpifed the Righteoufnefs, Doctrines and

gloriousWorks of our Lord and Saviour JESUS CHRIST

ftifly infinuating, that although the Things Hedid, for

the Vindication of his divine Authority, were more

than human, yet that they were to be look'd upon as

a diabolical Intreague, and therefore to be rejected as

the Works of a defigning Impoftor. By fuch Mea

fures as thefe, purfu'd with plaufible Pretences tothe

Love ofthe Truth, they prov'd a very unhappy Ob

ftruction to the Progrefs of the glorious Gofpel of the

blefled GOD.

OUR bleſſed Lord upbraids them, and all their obfe

quious Followers, for joining together on the Devil's

Side, againſt a Caufe that was manifeftly from above ;

and
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1

and efpecially for doing of it after manyfair Attempts

and powerful Arguments fet before them to win them

over to his Intereft. He reproves them for their Ar

rogance and Pride whichthey difcovered in fettingup

themſelves, rejecting the great Defigns of divine Grace,

andhindering others from entering into the Kingdomof

Heaven, when there was the clearest Teftimonies that

it
Was come amongthem. And it is not at all of aWon-"

der that he dealt with them in fuch great Plainnefs ;

for they were a cavilling Generation, that excepted a

gainſt every Thing and every Perfon almoft, that ap

peared likely to ftand in the Way of their ambitious

Defigns, or bear hard upon their Honour- This

baughty Selfishness in them put them upon fearching

after and carping at, fometimes the Imprudences or

the Weakness of the Inftruments made Ufe of for

the Propagation of the Gofpel ; and fometimes the Ab

furdity they were defirous to find in the great Doc-"

trines which CHRIST taught, and the glorious Works

of Mercy and Wonder which he wrought : And thus

through conceiv'd Prejudices, and the vain Imaginati

ons of their own Hearts, they kept off the impartial

Confideration of thofe Truths, andthat Evidence, of

fer'd for their Conviction,

To what, fays our Lord, fhall I liken the Men ofthis

Generation ? May they not be illuftrated by the Simi

iitude of perverfe Children, whom nothing canbe found

out to pleaſe ? Are they not of fuch a childish Obſti

nacy, though they would be efteem'd the Oracles of

their Age and Place, that they will find Fault with e

very Body, and every Thing, that ſtands in their

Way ? Did not John come to them in the moſt au

ftere Manner, neither eating Bread, nor drinking Wine

but living a Life agreeable to his Doctrines of Self

Denial; and they fay he hath a Devil? On the other

Hand, I am come without any of his Severities ; free

ly converfing with all Sorts of People, and particular

ly, condefcending to uſe the moſt alluring Meaſures

with /
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with Publicans and Sinners ; and for this my Humanity

they have treated my Perfon and Character with the

greateſt Reproach and Injustice. Tis even fo with

fome Men fince that Day, who profefs that they are

the Friends of the Lord JESUS : Every one that ftands

in their Light is difpleafing; and every Thing that e

clipfes their Glory is, to them, a fufficient Ground of

Cavil : CHRIST himſelf, and his glorious Caufe muſt

beflandered, when Pride andLuft command it : Whilſt

he is building the Temple, and ought to bear away

all the Glory, the particular Circumftances of his car

rying on the Work, or the Inftruments he chufes out

to work by, have been ſometimes improv'd toftigma

tize his moft glorious Works, and his Doctrines of

Grace too, with Names of Reproach.

BUT there are fome, yea many, I hope, in this

great Affembly, in whom CHRIST is and will be mag

nified, both by their living Examples of Faith and

Holinefs, and their stedfaft Endeavours to defend and

promote his Intereft in the World, to the Glory of

GOD : For Wifdom is justified of her Children. Tho'

there is a Generation that will except against the gra

cious Counfels of GOD, until Publicans and Sinners rife

up and condemn them for their Madneſs, yet the

Generation of God's Children will appear to justify

Him.

By Wifdom, I underſtand, the Lord JESUS CHRIST ;

the great Doctrines of the Gofpel; and the glorious

Works of divine Grace, wrought in and upon Men.

And the Word may well enough be underſtood by o

thers in this fame Light. For the Lord JESUS CHRIST

is exprefly called the Wisdom of GOD ; i. e . the Wif

dom that the Lord poffefs'd from Everlaſting ; one

anointed before all Worlds to be the Perfon by whom.

the Fatherwould do all his glorious Works ; the Per

fon in whom are hidden all the Treafues of Wiſdom.

And the great Doctrines of Religion alfo, are called

the Wisdom which is from Above. As Mofes, when he
7

Aw was

·
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was inftructed in the moſt uſeful Arts and Sciences

known amongthe Egyptians, was faid to be learned in

all their Wisdom ; fo he that is a ready Scribe, well in

ftructed in the great Doctrines ofGofpel- Grace, maybe

faid to be learned in the Wiſdom that is from Above.

And this may as well be underſtood to have Refpect

to the glorious Work of divine Grace, as in the former

Senfe: For divine
king the great is

gloriouslydifplay'd in wor

Doctrines of the as Principles

in the Souls of Men, and in conforming them to the

Likeneſs of Him who is the Image of the inviſible

GOD.

By Wiſdom's being justified of her Children, I un

derftand, that the Lord JESUS CHRIST, his Doctrines

and Works, are own'd, acknowledg'd, approv'd and vin

dicated from the Cavils and unjuft Imputations of the

Wicked, by them that are truly the Children of GOD.

They are concern'd, and very defirous, to clear the Me

thods of divine Grace, from thofe groundleſs Afperfi

ons that are caft upon them by the Enemies of the

Lord JESUS.

FROM the Words thus explained, as they alfo ftand

in a near Relation to the preceeding Context, I shall

take Occafion briefly to touchupon the two following

Heads, Viz.

I. I would obferve, that the Lord JESUS CHRIST, ins

bis Doctrines and glorious Works of Grace, is fome

timesflander'd, and treated with Contempt, bywicked

Men.

II. TIs the great Duty, and real Character, ofthe

Children of GOD, to vindicate the Lord JESUS

CHRIST, in his great Doctrines and Works of

Grace, from the Cavils and Slanders of wicked

Men.

MAY HE who is the eternal Wifdom of GOD, and

the Fountain of all Grace, affift me in opening, and

wifely
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wifely applying thefeHeads of Difcourfe, in a Manner

Juitable , andwith that Evidence and Light fufficient to

theDay andOccafion ; and make what thall be offer'd

of real and Spiritual Service to the precious Souls of all

them that may hear, that in hearing they may per

ceive and underftand the Truth as it is in JESUS!

I. I am in the first Place to fhow that the Lord

JESUS, in his Doctrines and Works of Grace, is fometimes

flander'd and treated with Contempt by wicked Men.

No fooner did the bleffed Jesus appear openly, and

begin to givethe Teftimonials of his divine Authority,

but the Jews, and especially the Difputers of thisWorld

among them, the learned Exponnders and Doctors of

the Law, took many groundleſs Exceptions to the Di

vinity of his Perfon, the Truth of his Doctrines, and

Glory ofhis Works. His Extract was fo mean that

they difdain'd to think he ſhould be received and ac

knowledged as thepromiſed and long expected Meffiah :

We know this Man whence he is ; but when MESSIAS

cometh, no Man knoweth whence he is.. If he was the

Son of GOD and Saviour of the World, they would

have imagin'd that he muſt be altogether unknown ;

tho ' their own Prophets had told them he fhould be of

the Lineage of David, and born in little Bethlehem.

And his Parents were of the lower Rank, which was

a great Stumbling to them : Is not this the Carpenter's

Son ? is not his Mother called Mary ? and are not his

Brethren and Sifters with us ? How comes it to pafs

that one of fuch a mean Original is thus applauded,

and follow'd as if he was the Redeemer of Ifrael in

Truth? Whence has he Letters, having never learn

ed? You may fee how offenfive it was to the Jews

to obferve his Wifdom, and his mightyWorks, becaufe

they could not bear One fo much beneath them in

their own Efteem, fhould outfhine them in the Efteem

of others. And then, his outward Condition , the Man

ner of his coming, his Attendants, his Equipage, were

B
great

-
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great Difappointments to them. They looked for a

Prince to come in great external Splendor, to take State

upon him, and to appear with the moft glorious and

magnificent Attendance : but he came riding upon an

Afs, and the Fole of an Afs ; and, in the Eye of the

World, made a very defpicable Figure: he was rejected

of Men, and defpifed of the People. And, as was na

tural to expect from Men blinded by Luft and Preju

dice, and bent to pleaſe themſelves and gratify a vain

Mind,theylooked upon hisDoctrines to be hardSayings;

as indeed they were hard to Flesh and Blood, the Coun

fellors they adviſed with. They were directly oppos'd

to their receiv'd Maxims and Rules ; calculated to

beat down the lofty Imaginations of a proud Heart ;

and confequently must be fet at Nought. 'Tis no Won

der then, that all his mighty Works of Compaffion

that were done among them, and in the Country round

about, were laid to magic Art. How could it be ex

pected that they fhould acknowledge them to be di

vine, when they were fo croſs to their Pride and am

bitious Intentions ? Is it any Wonder that they cry

out, He cafteth out Devils, by Beelzebub the Prince of the

Devils ! 'Tis true, all their Prejudices againſt him were

unreaſonable, becauſe he came and taught and did the

fame Things in the fame Manner that the Scriptures

had foretold of Him that fhould come but nothing

wou'd convince them while they were under the go

verning Influence of a proud Heart.

NEITHER were the Jews the only People that ftum

bled at the divine Miffion, the Doctrines,and gracious

Works ofthe Lord JESUS CHRIST ; but the Greeks ex

cepted against them too, and counted them Fooliſh

nefs . The Doctrines he taught were new to them,

and oppofite to the Maxims and Rules they had efta

blished : They were very loth to condemn their

old Cuftoms, and give up the Superftitions which they

and their Predeceffors had fallen in with. Though

Cuftom is no reaſonable Argument againſt a Change,

yet,
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yet, if a receiv'd Opinion be ever fo abfurd, or an In

ftitution embrac'd ever fo carnal, Men are ready to

Start at any Doctrine or Cuftom oppofite thereto, for

Fear of Innovations. This begat Prejudices in the

Mind of Gentile Sinners, and made them cavil againſt

JESUS CHRIST, and his Scheme of Doctrines taught in

the Gofpel, though urged with the ftrongeſt Motives.

And befides, though Simplicity in relatingTruth is the

greateſt Praiſe that could be of the Relator, yet the

Plainnefs of the Relations given was not agreeable to

their itching Ears. They wanted to be tickled up

with artful Eloquence, and amufed with Speculative

Matters and vain Philofophy. Therefore to hear a

plain Story about the Nature of Regeneration, the O

perations of the Holy Spirit, the arbitrary Pleaſure of

GOD in the Difpenfation of his Grace, and the like

great Truths of the Gofpel, were hard Things, and

they would not receive them they wanted to be

footh'd with Grecian Art ; but CHRIST fpake not in

the inticing Words of Man's Wifdom, but in the De

monftration of the Spirit and with Power.

AND after our bleſſed Lord had triumph'd over the

Oppofition of Jews and Greeks, and had rid forth in

Majefty upon this Word of Truth until Pride and

Cavil fell under him, many of his profefs'd Difciples af

fum'd his Throne, and made it much of their Care

and Study to hide the Truth, and throw the greateſt

Blemishes upon the pure and most important Doctrines

of the Gofpel. In the early Ages of Chriftianity the

Gold become dim, and the most fine Gold was changed ;

the Glory of Gofpel- Grace was obfcured, and the

precious Stones in the building of the Church were

hardly diftinguishable from common Rubbiſh. The

Manichean, Sabellian and Arian Herefies first of all

fprang up in the fecond and third Centuries of the Chri

ftian Church, though they have been zealously efpou

fed fince thofe Days. The Pelagian Herefies ; concerning

Original Sin, that the Imputation of Guilt is a Reflec

/ tion
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tion upon the glorious Perfections of GOD ; and con

cerning the Liberty of Man fince the Apoftacy, that

his Power to will Spiritual Good, to turn from Sin to

GOD, to believe in the Lord JESUS CHRIST, and main

tain good Works in an evangelical Senfe, is the fame

fince as before the Fall ofAdam : thefe barefac'd and

dreadful Errors were as early and general in their Spread

as the other. And agreeable to what might be ex

pected to accompany or follow fuch Soul-deftroying

Opinions, ftrenuous Oppofition has rifen up againft

the abfolute Sovereignty of GOD, particular Election

and Redemption, irrefiftible Grace, and other moſt

important Doctrines of the Chriftian Religion. Thus

there have been Fighters against GOD, from whence

Divifions have fprung up among profelfed Chriftians;

Schifins on one Side, and juftifiable Separations on the

other. And though Divifions among Profeffors, fhou'd

never be imputed to the pure Doctrines of Grace, nor

to a ſteadfaſt Adherence to them, but to fome other

Caufe; yet they have been fo perverted by finful.

Men, as to be made the Occafion ofmuch Stumbling

at the Stumbling-Stone and Rock of Offence. How of

ten have the most important Doctrines and moft glo

rious Works of divine Grace, been reprefented as

fuch Abfurdity that it would be a Reproach to the

Reafon of Mankind to believe them ?

Bur the Lord JESUS CHRIST was never treated with

greater Contempt, never oppofed with greater Bold

nefs in the Proteftant World, by Cavils and repeated

Exceptions taken againſtthe moſt important Doctrines

of glorious Grace, than has been fince the Year 1708.

The Arian, Trinitarian, Arminian and Pelagian Here

fies, have been reviv'd withmore than common Free

dom and Affurance. Some have fet up Refineries to

purge out the Drofs and grofs Parts that are moſt vi

fible to Men in general, and with their Purgations

wou'd vend them for Gold ; though they are ftill the

fame Metal as before : but the World is in greater

Danger
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Danger of miſtaking them for fomething better in

at Kind. How far a temporizing Difpofition in the Or

thodox, a Difpofition that by wretched Abufe, puts on

the excellent Name of Charity ; how far, I fay, this

Difpofition has contributed to thefe Corruptions I

need not examine at prefent, but leave it with the

Judicious to confider. But ' tis a plain Cafe, that the

great Doctrines of the Gofpel, fuch as the fpiritual

Impotence of Man, his Deadnefs, the univerfal Cor

ruption of the whole Nature, and its Liablenefs to the

Pains of Hell forever ; the Neceffity of an infinite Sa

tisfaction, Juftification by Faith alone, Election from

the meer good Pleaſure of GOD,and the like Doctrines,

have been attack'd with open Difdain in Proteftant

Countries : And when fuch Opennefs will not bear,

then the Poifon has been gilded over, that fo it might

be receiv'd without being diftinguished from pure

Gofpel. How great is the Number among the Lear

ned that are manifeftly grown weary of our Puritanical

Doctrines, even though ' tis obvious to any impartial

Obfervers that GOD is pleafed to honour the Preach

ing ofthem with the moſt illuftrious Succefs ? Have

not fome ofthe moft celebrated Modern Writers, ſtuf

fed their Books with Arguments and Exceptions a

gainſt theſe plain Proteftant Doctrines of the Refor

mation ? And doubtlefs, the fame Exceptions againſt

them have been heard from the Pulpit as read from

the Prefs. Nor is it an Evidence of a cenforious Spi

rit, if we fhould think fome of thefe Exceptions are

taken, and thoſe Herefies propagated in Difguife by

many, eſpecially where they are a little aw'd by pub

lick CONFESSIONS OF FAITH . Some carnal Views may

make them unwilling tobe reckon'dup among Oppo

fers ofthe great Doctrines receiv'd and eſtabliſh'd in

the reformed, and particularly, in the diffenting Chur

ches. Why fhould we think otherwife of fuch as are

evidently impatient under the faithful Miniftration of

the Doctrines of Grace ? And what fhall we think

of
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of thoſe that dare come out a little bolder, and zeal

ously endeavour to reprefent thofe moſt important

Doctrines as needleſs to be preach'd or much concer

ned about ? And yet, are there not fome that go

further than theſe, and ftab the Character of the zeal

ous Affertors of theſe Doctrines, whilſt they beſtow

loud Encomiums and Applaufes upon the Writers a

gainſt them ? Is there any Chriftian Charity in fup

pofing that Man to be a true Friend to the great Doc

trines of Grace, who fpends his Time and uſes his In

fluence to vindicate and fupport the known Enemies of

them, ifthey are found in any publick Offices ? Such

a Man is but too much like an Officer, who, under

Pretence of Love to the City and its Immunities, leads

forth his Guards Night and Day for aShewofDefence

from expected Armies, and yet fuffers its most dangerous...

Enemies to hide and fculk in its very Bowels, watching

and waiting under the greateſt Advantages, for fome

fit Time to let in fudden and certain Deftruction . But

I may have Occafion to fpeak fomething further up

on this in the Improvement, and therefore I pafs on to

fay,

THAT not only the great Doctrines of the Gofpel,

but the glorious Works of divine Grace have been the

Subject of Ridicule and Contempt among Men. By a

Work of Grace I don't mean any fuch Frieks of Ima

gination, by which any have been lead afide, either.

formerly or more lately. Men may have great Starts

of Sorrow at they don't know what ; and as great

Flaſhes ofJoy they don't know why : They may be

blown up from the Agency of fome other Power be

fides that which is divine. But by a Work of divine

Grace I mean, that Work of the Holy Spirit, by.

which fecure Sinners are awakened, convinced and hum-.

bled at the Footftool of divine Sovereignty : By

which alſo a Principle offupernatural Life is infufedin

to their Souls, the glorious Objects of the Goſpel pre- ·

fented to their View, their Underſtandings opened to

behold
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behold their Glory and Suitablenefs, ther Wills ena

bled to chufe and their Affections to embrace them. A

glorious Workindeed ! Bywhich of a Sinner, Manbe

comes a Saint ; and from his Expofednefs to the Fury

of Devils, he is entitled to the Joys of Angels ! A

Work that has been carried on more or less in all Pe

riods of the Church unto this Day. Sometimes the

Subjects of this glorious and rich Grace have been

many in a Day : They have been feen flying as

a Cloud, both for Speed and Number, to the

Lord JESUS CHRIST, and flocking as Doves to the Win

dows of the Church. At other Times, the Glory of

Jacob has been made thin, and the Fatnefs of his

Flefh has waxed lean ; the ingathering of Souls is

made like the Gleanings after a plentiful Harveſt, or

the gathering of Grapes when the Vintage is over.

But efpecially thefe glorious Works of divine Grace,

may be confider'd with Refpect to the furprising and

numerous Converfions in our Land the two paſt Years,

when our Sons have come from far, and our Daughters

were nurs'd up by our Sides. When we faw it our

Hearts were enlarged, and our Joy broke out as an

overflowing River : We flow'd together with Tranf

ports ofWonder to behold the Multitudes that came

up with Acceptance on the Altar, and GOD glorifying

the Houſe of his Glory. Now, though theſe are truly

the glorious Works of aſtoniſhing and adorable Grace,

and are as eafily prov'd to be fo, as that the Scriptures

are the Word of GOD ; yet nothing is more obvious

than that many, not only among thecommon People,

but Men of Figure in the World boldly affault theſe

great andaſtoniſhingWorks of our LordJESUS CHRIST,

with Scorn and Slander, and feem to watch for fome

thing to lay hold of for their utter Overthrow. Some

times they object that the Terrors upon Men's Minds

are too great to be the genuine Fruits of the Spirit's

Convicton of Sin : But fuch Objectors think but very

partially ofthe many Similitudes by which this Work

of
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ofthe Spirit is reprefented in the Bible. I can hard

ly believe they would object againſt a Perfon's being

as greatly terrified as any they have feen, if he had

a fharp Arrow in his Heart, or Sword piercing be

tween the Joints and the Marrow. And why thou'd

it be eſteem'd as an unreafonableThingfor a poorSinner

to beas greatly terrified asfuch a Perfon, when his Eyes

are openedto feethe Sins of his Life, andthe Sin ofhis

Nature, andthe Sword of divine Juftice whet and bran

difh'd in the Hand of an angry GOD, coming out a

gainst him, and juft ready to cut him off, and appoint

him a dreadful Portion with Unbelievers ? Sometimes

they object that the Conviction is too fhort to prepare

the Soul for receiving the Lord JESUS CHRIST. But I

beg fuch Perfons to confider with the utmoſt Seriouf

nefs, whether they are not making a Righteouſneſs of

Convictions : If it is not fo that they imagine a Per

fon muſt needs be under a Work of the Law, for

Weeks or many Months or Years together, in order

to work up fome good Affections in his Heart, why

fhould they prefume to BUTT and BOUND the holy One

of Ifrael ? Can't he do his own Work in a fhort as

well as in a long Time ? Did he not convert Thou

fands at the Preaching of a fingle Sermon in the Apo

ftle's Days ? And muft he take a long Time to do

that now, which he has done in afew Minutes ? Can't

he break the ftouteſt Heart, and fubdue the moſt ſtub

born Will, in a Moment as well as in a Year ? Or

has the Scriptures given any Intimations that Godhas

bound himselfto do this Work in a more gradual and

leifurely Way ---But then, fometimes they object that

the Foys are too high in active Converfion, or after Ex

ercifes of Grace : They can't believe fuch Extafies

are the Effects of any gracious Diſcoveries. I with

to God fuch Objectors would look back upon them

felves, and confider whether ever they had any true

Difcoveries of the Face of a reconciled GoD in JESUS

CHRIST. And if they have had, were not the Effects

of
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of them, not only quickening, Soul-abaſing and Heart

purifying ; but alfo Soul-ravifhing ? I muft needs fay

that fuch an Exception taken, looks like the Objec

tion offome poor felf-deluded Soul : for though Men

may have falfe Joys, and fuch Raptures as are atten

ded with Self-Exaltation, and the like ; yet one fpiri

tual Diſcovery of a glorious GoD in CHRIST, brings

greater Joy than the Joy ofHarvest. But whatever

Spring Cavils arife from, or whatever Difficulties come

into Men's Minds, certain it is that many are Cavillers

againſt the glorious Work of Grace ; yea, many more

are indeed fo, than are willing to be efteem'd fo.

Why elfe are all the visible Defects and Imprudences

of the profefs'd Subjects of this glorious Grace, fet off

in a Manner moft difadvantageous to the Work, and

that upon the Houfe- Top ?--I would by no Means

difcourage any Perfon from giving all due Caution

and Reproof, to the happy Subjects of this Grace, for

their unhappy Miſtakes : ' Tis doubtlefs the important

Duty of every Chriftian to admonish, exhort, rebuke,

inftruct, in his Place, according to his Opportunity : a

ftraying Brother needs this kind Office from a gentle

Hand, and fometimes he needs fharp Rebukes that he

may be found in the Faith. And ' tis beyond Queſtion

withme, that there is great Need of fpeaking to fome

Chriſtians, in thefe Days of glorious Grace, as the A

poſtle Paul ſpake once and again, to the Corinthians,

not as unto Spiritual, but as unto carnal ; yet as unto

Babes in CHRIST JESUS. But whilftfome have gone in

to fuch Chriftian Steps for the Reformation of mani

feft Irregularities, and have been bleffing God for the

Work, and done their utmoft to encourage it, and

vindicate it from thofe Exceptions taken becauſe ofIr

regularities Others have as cagerly gathered together

all the ill Things they could hear of, and held them up

before the Eyes of Men, with plain Deſign to keep

them from taking Notice of thefe Things which are

the genuine Fruits of the Holy Spirit.---How much

с of
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of their precious Time, in fpent is enquiringafter and

Spreading abroad the irregular Conduct of the Friends

of this Work; but how little in bleffing the Lord for

the abundant Riches of his glorious Grace confpicuous

in turning Multitudes from Darkneſs to Light, from

the Power of Sin and Satan to the living GOD ? How

wittyor judicious do they feem to be, intheir Train ofIn

ferences, and fage Reflections upon imperfect finful

Worms ? How Swift to utter any Thing that looks

likely to bring this Grace of the Lord JESUS into Con

tempt ; bnt howflow to hear and believe the Truth ?

If they can lay hold of any Thing utter'd that favours

of Enthufiafm or Diſorder, thefe are diſplay'd in lively

Colours ; and then the Hearers are fummon'd up to

attend the common Enquiry, is this theWork ofGOD?

Iwould put another Queſtion to fuch Perfons which

may be as neceflary to be refolv'd in this Day as the

former, andthat is whether ever they experimentally knew

what a Work of faving Grace upon the Soul was ? I

can't but think that experienc'd Chriftians would fhow

more Refpect to the glorious Work of God, than if

hard Rocks had brought themforth, and cruel Tygers

nurs'd them up. Is it an Evidence of Friendship to

this Work of GOD, to catch at all the Irregulatities

that can be found or heard of, to entertain our Neigh

bours or the Publick withthem, and hide the Glory of

the Times under fuch a Cloud ?

THUS it has been all along in the Church of CHRIST,

and is ſo ſtill : Many have and do take groundleſs

Exceptions againſt the great Doctrines and moft glorious

Works of divine Grace.----Bleffed be the GOD of in

finite Compaffions, who has preferv'd fome in every

Period of the Church ; and at this Day has a great

Army which, I truft, will be found ready to ftand up

in the Vindication of his Caufe, and not be aſham'd

of the Gofpel of CHRIST, nor ofthe glorious Works

of his Grace, tho' they are ever fo finfully flander'd

by a carping World .

II. WHICH
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II. WHICH brings me to obferve in the fecond Place,

That it isthe great Duty and real Character of the

Children of GOD, to vindicate the Lord JESUS

CHRIST in his great Doctrines and Works of

Grace, from the Cavils and Slanders of wicked

Men.

'Tis not fufficient with them that they are not

found actually fighting againſt the great Doctrines of

the Gofpel, or the glorious Works of divine Grace :

They do not think it enough that they are not under

mining the Intereſt and Kingdom of Chrift : They

will not fet ftill as idle Spectators, whilft a fagacious De

vil, with all his bufy Under-Strapers are endeavouring

to force the Lord JESUS out of his Throne, and offer

ing Violence to the great Truths of the Chriſtian Re

ligion But they look upon themſelves call'd to do all

they can in their refpective Places, to reſcue a glorious

Cauſe bafely injur'd ; to pluck down the ftrong Batte

ries erected againft it ; to defeat, if poffible, the grand

Defign of a formidable Hoft of Enemies, and to main

tain the Throne of a fovereign GOD, and all the afton

iſhing Works of Grace, againſt the groundleſs Excep

tions of wicked Men.

BUT if it fhouldbe enquired here ; How the Children

of God are to vindicate the Lord JESUS CHRIST in the

great Doctrines and glorious Works of his Grace,

from the Cavils and Slanders of wicked Men ? --I will

reply briefly,

1. BY an open and frank Acknowledgment of them te

fore the World. Whatever they fuffer for their Fi

delity, yet the fubftantial Parts of Religion they are

openly to confefs ; Matth. 10. 32. Indeed, Things

meerly circumftantial or indifferent, Chriftians are not

obliged to torment themfelves about : "Tis very pof

fible to be fcrupulous to a Fault in thofe Matters

where Chriſtians are not call'd to expofe themſelves ;

but ifthey have Faith they ſhould have it to them

felves before GOD. But with Refpect to the great

C 2 Doctrines
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Doctrines of the Gofpel and the glorious Works of

divine Grace, Chriftians are exprefly commanded to

confefs CHRIST before Men, and not to be ashamed of

his Teftimony, 2 Tim. 1 , 8. If therefore they fhou'd,

from any Confideration, refufe to acknowledge the

grear Doctrines or glorious Works of divine Grace in

the open Light, this would be look'd upon, by the

great Author of our Religion, an implicite difowning

and cafting Reproach upon him. He efteems fuch

hiding Difciples rather a Difhonour than a Credit to

his Caufe And no Wonder ; for they withhold

from him that Reputation which he may reaſonably

expect from them, and that Strength which their o

pen and frank Acknowledgement of him might give

to his Intereft. This then, mustbe one Way inwhich

the Children of GoD are to vindicate thefe Doctrines

and gracious Works of JESUS CHRIST : They muſt

be readyupon every fit Opportunity to tell theWorld

what Doctrines they believe, in what Way they ven

ture their Souls upon CHRIST for Salvation, and what

they look upon a Work of ſaving Grace upon the

Souls of others.

2. By intreating their Fellow-Creatures to embrace

the fame Gofpel, and to fall in withthe fame Way for

their Salvation . Chriftians in general, as well as Mi

nifters in particular, are Debtors to others ; to the

Jew and to the Barbarian ; to Men of all Conditions

and Nations, Friends and Enemies : What St. Paul

fays to Timothy is applicable to all Chriftians according

to their Talents andOpportunities, 2 Tim, 2. 25, 26.

As they venture their Souls in this Way, and find

Sweetnefs and Safety in it, ' tis but the Part of Chri

ftian Charity for them, when they fee a precious Soul

purſuing its own Deftruction, to invite and befeech the

poor Sinner to return and embark upon thefame Bot

tom with themfelves. And they would be deeply guil

ty of fuffering Sin upon their Brother, if they did not

rebuke him when they fee himforcing his Way to e

ternal



Wisdom juftified of her Children.
21

A

ternal Ruin, through all the Reſtraints of Religion , and

the Offers of Grace through an All-fufficient Savi

our. How then can Men be faid to vindicate the

Doctrines of the Gofpel and the Works of divine

Grace, when they fee bold Sinners deriding and tramp

ling upon them, and do not engage, to their Power,

to win them over to an Acquaintance with and Ac

knowledgment ofthem ?

3. BY zealously efpoufing them againſt oppofing Ene

mies. ' Tis good always to be zealously affected in a

good Thing And true Chriftian Zeal ought to rife

in Proportion to the Importance of the Caufe about

which it is employ'd. Men muſt furely, then, give

up all Pretences to Chriftianity, if they arenot zealously

careful tofee thegreatDoctrines and glorious Works of

CHRISThonoured, & as much concern'd to ſeethem dif

honoured. If theydare not come out against the boldeft

Attacks, and oppofe the carnal Prejudices of the moſt

haughty Enemies, it illy becomes them to wear the

Chriftian Name. With what Light and Flame did

Paul efpoufe the great Doctrines and glorious Works

of Grace ? How did he oppoſe the World that

ſtood in his Way ? How did the primitive Chrifti

ans ftand in a trying Day ? Surely they had great

er Trials and Difficulties to go through than any of

ourTime; Eph. 6. 12. And yet they went forward and

got the Victory through CHRIST JESUS the Captain of

their Salvation. Neither may Chriftians in theſe

Days fhut their Mouths or keep Silence, when they

fee a glorious Caufe fuffering, or in Danger of an

Overthrow, and it is in their Power to afford any

Relief.

4. BY fuffering any Thingfor them rather than have

them trod upon. "Tis true, no Man is call'd to run

himſelf into needlefs Sufferings ; nor to expofe him

felf to them when he can avoid it with a good Con

fcience. Our Lord will never thank any of his Chil

dren for inviting finful Men to afflict them, by any

imprudent
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imprudent and unreaſonable Expreffions of their Zeal

for the Truth. But whenever they are call'd to it

uponany fit Occafion, they are tomake a bold and open

Profeffion and Vindication of the great Doctrines and

Works of Grace, let the Confequence to them bewhat

GOD will. Some Men can appear very bold when

there is no Obſtructions : They can plead zealously

for the Doctrines of the Gofpel, and the glorious

Work of divine Grace, if they don't hazzard their

Reputation among their Friends ; but rather than give

up even this, the glorious Caufe of CHRIST muſt fall a

Victim to the Pride and Rage of its Adverfaries.

They are fo far from quiting all to be the Followers

of JESUS, that they will not part with their Honour

whichthey receive one of anotherfor the Sake of CHRIST

and the Gofpel. But thofe that would vindicate JESUS

CHRIST in his great Doctrines and glorious Works of

Grace, muft give up all at his Command : They muſt

ftand for the Defence of this Cauſe, though Father or

Mother, or dearest Friends ftand againſt them : Tho'

they fhouldbe loaded with Chains and hated ofall Men ;

though it be with the Lofs of all worldly Enjoyments

and Intereſts ; though they are ever fo much expofed

for the Teftimony of JESUS ; yet they must not be

have as thofe that are afhamed of the Truth, but join

in Company with fuch as endure Reproach, even

tho' theyfhould be a Gazing-Stock for it, Did the Chil

dren of GoD in the Beginning of Chriftianity think

any Thing too much to bear, or too dear to part with

for this fame Caufe ? They took joyfully obe poiling of

their Goods, endured Fines, Imprifonments, Reproach

es, ruining of their dear Families ; yea, they wentup

and died, many of them, for the Name and Caufe of

JESUS. Nor may Chriftians of later Times efteem the
Jesus.

glorious Caufe lefs than they did, if it ſhould be defer

ted and defpifed by ever fo many of the degenerate

Offspring of faithful Servants, and Sufferers for

CHRIST,

If

1
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If you ask why the Children of GoD are bound and

inclin'd to vindicate the Lord JESUS CHRIST in the great

Doctrines and glorious Works of His Grace ?

I anfwer,

1. THEIR Love to God binds and inclines them here

to. None can reaſonably doubt whither the Children

of God love him with all their Heart, and with all their

Soul, and with all their Mind, and with all their Strength.

They behold his adorable Perfections as moft amiable

in CHRIST JESUS, efteem and defire Him above all, and

take the moſt complacential Delight in Him as their

greateſt Good All temporal Enjoyments and Prefer

ments are very low intheir Efteem compar'd with their

Love to and Delight in GOD. He is a Being fo tran

fcendantly glorious in their Eyes, that the greateſtMon

archs of the World, yea the whole Univerfe dwindles

awayto aSmallDrop of the Bucket before Him, when

He fhines in His amazing Beauty, Majefty and Glory

upon their Souls. But is it poffible to behold the glo

rious Excellency of the Lord ; to eſteem and defire

Him above all in Heaven and Earth ; to view Him

a reconciled GoDand merciful Father in JESUS CHRIST ;

to take the higheſt Complacency in Him as the only

and all-fufficient Good ; to have greater Gladnefs of

Heart in the Light of his Countenance, than in the

Increaſe of Corn and Wine and Oil, and all worldly

Good ; to be fill'd with Love to His Holiness and

Juſtice, his abfolute Sovereignty and infinite Wiſdom,

His Power and Goodneſs, with all his other divine

Attributes ; is it poffible, I fay, thus to be wrap'd up

in divine Love, and not zealously efpoufe the great

and moſt important Doctrines of our holy Religion ,

and the moſt glorious Works of Grace ?
Theſe are

the Tokens of his moſt excellent Majefty, His fove

reign and ftupendous Goodneſs. Surely that Man

that pretends to love GOD above all, and can never

thelefs, quietly fee Works of divine Grace run down,

and the great and most important Doctrines of the

Gofpel
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1

Goſpel hid, or very much loaded with the Rubbiſh of

Men's carnal Reaſonings, give but too plain an Evi

dence that he fets carnal SELF above GOD, inſtead of

loving God above all. The greateſt Opportunities

Men have to exprefs their Love to GOD, arethe Times

when they are call'd out to defend the moſt important

Articles of the Chriſtian Religion, and moſt wonderful

Works of divine Grace, againſt the unreaſonable Ca

vils of their Adverfaries. If our Souls have truly

faid unto Him, Thou art my GOD, yet our Goodneſs ex

tends not unto Him, but at moſt to the Honour of His

great NAME in the World ; to the Defence of His

Doctrines and glorious Caufe : And as we regard,

vindicate or neglect thefe, He eſteems himſelf honour'd

or reproach'd by us. Hence therefore, it is manifeſt

that fupreme Love to GoD binds, and if in lively Ex

ercife will powerfully incline us to defend and vindi

cate theſe great Truths, and this glorious Work of

Grace.

2. CHRIST JESUS as Redeemer righteouſly expects this

of all his Children, of every Condition and Degree.

They not only owe this Service to GOD, who is infi

nitely worthy of their higheſt Love, as a Being of

tranfcendant Excellency, and demands their Love and

Service as their great Lord and Proprietor ; but this

is alfo due from them to the Man CHRIST JESUS, as he

is the alone Saviour of all them that believe : for he

has bought them with a Price ; a Price that cannot be

equal'd by Thouſands of Rams, and ten Thouſands of

Rivers of Oil ; by the Fruit of the Body, or the Cat

tle upon a thouſand Hills ; the invaluable Price of his

own moft precious Blood, which was freely fhed for

the Remiffion of Sins. And therefore he may juftly

call them who are Redeemed, to glorify GOD in their

Bodies and in their Spirits, which are his : According

as God has diftributed to every one a Meaſure ofGifts

and Grace, and as the Lord has called every one, fo

are all his Children to walk and improve their Talents

and

7
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and Opportunities for the Defence of the Gofpel, and

the Work ofdivine Grace. Andis it not moſt reafona

ble that JESUS CHRIST, the gracious Redeemer, fhould

be ferved of His Children in the Caufe of his bleffed

Gofpel, feeing he has refeu'd them out ofthe Paws of

the devouring Lion, and redeem'd them from their Sla

very to Sin and eternal Death ? Has not this afton

ithingWork of Grace and Pity coft him infinitely more

than all their Services and Sufferings in His Caufe can

amount to ; even though they fhould ferve Him in

the Gofpel, at the Expence of Reputation, Liberty,

and at laft of Life it felf ? They owe even their

own Selves to Him, and every Thing that they enjoy

of a temporal and Spiritual Nature. Therefore Hedoes

them no Injury when He calls for their Talents and

their ALL to be given up to Him, and employ'd, if

need be, in the Defence of the Goſpel.

3. THEY are under the most folemn Ties of a Cove

nant-Vow hereto . They, and all that they have, are

dedicated in the moſtfolemn Manner to GOD the Fa

ther, Sonand Holy Ghoft, by the facred Vows of their

Baptifm. In this Dedication they engaged to renounce

the World, the Flesh and the Devil, and to cleave to

the Lord, and to Him only. And fince that firft De

dication, how many Times in their Cloſets upon their

Knees before GOD ; in the Family, in publick Affem

blies, at Sacraments, and under various Providences,

have they as folemnly renew'd this Oath of the Cove

nant ? And have they not as often bound themſelves

to confecrate their Time and Talents and all to the

great Intereſts of the Kingdom of CHRIST ? If then,

from any carnal Views, through the Fears ofthe Dif

pleaſure or the Hopes of the Favour of any Man ; if

from any cowardly Spirit, or other temporal Confide

ration, they refuse to come forth to the Help of the

Lord, or neglect to do their utmoft, eſpecially for the

Vindication of his fuffering Caufe, they are guilty of

robbing GoD himſelf. By fuch a Neglect they lie un

D der
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der the greateſt Guilt, by an exprefs Violation oftheir

baptifmal Vow, after a repeated Renewal of it. A

meer Difingagednefs for the Defence of the moſt im

portant Doctrines of the Goſpel and moſt furprizing

Works of divine Grace, is look'd upon by CHRIST him

felf, as being employ'd in the Service andCaufe of the

Devil, and a Vindication of finful Lufts. Here then,

is Perjury and Sacrilege with a Witneſs, whether it be

found at the Doors of Minifters or private Chriſtians.

This is for Men to betray CHRIST JESUS with a Kifs as

treacherous Judas did : it is a delufive Mockery for

His profeffed Followers to refufe doing all that lies in

their Power according to their feveral Stations, to

advance His Name and Intereft, His great Goſpel

Doctrines, and the glorious Works of his Grace.

4. THE Reafon of Man approves the Doctrines ofour

holy Religion, and the glorious Works of divine Grace.

'Tis true, the Scribes and Pharifees had many rooted

Prejudices against our Lord JESUS CHRIST, the Doc

trines he taught, and the miraculous Works which he

did, when perfonally upon Earth : The Greeks and

Gentile Sinner alfo cavil'd, and were ready to eſteem

every Thing Fooliſhneſs that was contrary to their

received Maxims and Rules. So, many in the feve

ral Periods of the Chriftian Church, and particularly in

our Day, have affaulted the moſt important Doctrines

and moft furprizing Works of Grace with bold Cavils

and open Slander. But however, GoD in his holy, and

wife Government, fuffers it to be fo, that fome thou'd

actually reproach and others finfully neglect them, yet

found Reafon will never reproach anyMan for believ

ing and earneftly defending them againſt the Cavils of

the boldeſt Sinners.

PARTICULARLY, with Refpect to the great Doctrines

of Grace, fuch as the abfolute Sovereignty of GOD, par

ticular Election and Redemption, Effectual Calling, and

others join'd in the fame Chain ; unprejudic'd Reafon

will never reprove any Man for giving his fulleft Af

fent
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fent to this Scheme of Doctrines ; nor for defending

them both in Theory, and as inwrought Principles inthe

Souls of Men. To give all theſe a diftinct Confide

ration would fwell into Volumes ; and befides, they

have been confider'd from Time to Time by able Di

vines, fufficiently clear to fatisfy any Man of a teacha

ble Difpofition. Yet fuffer me to fay, that they are

Doctrines clearly taught in the holy Scriptures, and

the Children of GoD are taught them fenfibly by the

Holy Spirit : They have felt the Power of themupon

their Hearts, and thoſe that are Strangers to a fenfible

Apprehenfion of their Truth, are alfo Strangers to

JESUS CHRIST and to themfelves. The Myſteriouſneſs

offome ofthem, and the other Difficulties thrown in

to theWay of others, are norational Arguments againſt

the Truth of themALL. Therenever was any Scheme,

among the greateſt Philofophers, of explaining how

the Rays of the Sun give Light and Heat, but what

had its Difficulties : Neither has any one Man fo

clearly open'd the Theory of Vifion, but that there re

mains a Myſtery in it ftill : But have any rejected

thefe Things as incredible becaufe of fome particular

Objections againſt them ? And muft wereject thoſe

Doctrines as incredible which come recommended to

our Belief with fufficient Evidence, meerly becauſe of

fome Difficulties arifing in Men's Minds about the

Manner of their being true ? This furely would be

a moſt unfair Way of arguing, and indeed no Argu

ment at all againſt the Truth of them. Neither will

the Children of GOD that are born from above reject

themfromfuch Confiderations, or difpute againſt them,

unleſs their Hearts are much better than their Heads,

and they are deferted of GOD. For they are not only

taught plainly in the Bible, but they have felt the

Truth and Power of themupon their own Souls ; and

confequently will according to their Capacities and Pla

ces, endeavour to vindicate them from the groundleſs

Cavils ofunreaſonable Men, and urge them againſt the

licentious

A
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licentious Doctrines of the contrary Scheme. And no

Wonder ; for this is the Scheme of Doctrines that

ftains the Glory of all Flefh, and exalts, the Throne,

ofan eternal GOD ; whilft the contrary Scheme of Doc

trines leads Men to fettle upon their Lees, to throw

haughty Contempt upon the Majefty of GoD, and to

fill Men's Hearts with lofty Imaginations concerning

themſelves. And truly, what better can be expected

from the Doctrines of Free-Will, Univerfal Redemp

tion, good Works before Juftification , Refiftance of

the effectual Grace of GoD, and the like ; what bet

ter, i fay, can be expected from fuch Doctrines as

thefe, thanto pull down a glorious GoD from the Throne

of His abfolute Sovereignty, and ( if I may be allow'd

the Phraie ) bereave Him of the Perfections of His

Nature ? What better can be expected from ſuch a

dangerous Scheme of Doctrines, than to have Men

lead by them to trample upon the righteous Law, and

Sight of the World ;

and to promote and eſtabliſh a Spirit of Pride and Li

bertiniím in the Hearts of finful guilty Rebels ? No

Wonder at all that thofe who have been effectually

wrought uponby the Spirit of the living God, are com

mandel and inclined to rife up againſt fuch a God-de

throning, Soul-confounding Scheme of Doctrines, and

as zealously to vindicate the other Soul-abafing, God

exalting Scheme in the moſt open Manner.

[

bring it into Contempt inthehe

AND fo with Refpect to the Work of divine Grace

upon the Souls of Men, and particularly, the glorious

Work of GOD in convincing and abafing a vaft Num

ber of Sinners, and many furprizing Converfions of

late in our Land : No Man's Heart need to reproach

him as long as he lives, for owning, approving and vin

dicating the fame from the groundlefs Exceptions that

Men have taken against it. Ifthe Doctrines of God's

abfolute Sovereignty, effectual Calling, and the like,

are the great Doctrines ofthe Gofpel ; then it is cer

tain that this Work upon the Hearts of Men is the

glorious
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glorious Work of divine Grace. For there is nothing

more evident offuch a Nature, than this, that the Ef

fect of thisWork is to fetch down the haughty Hearts

of Men from the Throne of GOD, and lay them at the

Footstool of His Sovereignty ; to make them admire

and adore free, fovereign and diftinguishing Grace ; to

feel the Power of the irrefiftible Calls of the holy Spi

rit, and to fill their Souls with Love and Praiſe forthe

free, electing Love of the Father in CHRIST JESUS from

all Eternity. Wherever this Spirit lays faft hold of

the Heart, and breaks down the ftubborn Will, not

only actualSins rife up as a CloudofWitneſſes, but original

Corruption ofthe Nature boils up as a Fountain, and

Guilt for both ftare the Sinner in the Face ; the poor

Self-condemned Criminal has nothing to plead that looks

like an Obligation on God's Part to forgive ; but his

Cry is, Guilty, guilty ! Mercy, Lord, fovereign Mercy !

And now, the Doctrines of Free-Will, good Works

before Juftification, God's graciously bringing himfeif

under Obligation to pity a Rebel upon the higheft Ef

forts of Nature towards Converfion, and fuch like, fly

from him as Smoke before the Wind. -----NEITHER IS

the extraordinary Induſtry of the Devil to delude Souls

by his artful Stratagems, nor the great Diligence of his

Inftruments to overthrow this Work any rational Ar

gument againſt it : But on the contrary ; it may be

fairly argu'd that ' tis a glorious Work of GOD, from

his uncommon Zeal to transform himſelf into an Angel

of Light ; andfrom the great Oppofition it meets with

from thofe that are moftfriendly to thofe licentious Doc

trines which directly tend to overthrow the main End

of the Chriſtian Religion. For what Reafon can pof

fibly be alledg'd why the grand Adverfary of precious

Souls fhould beftir himſelf at the extraordinary Ratehe

has lately done ? Why fhould he take fo much more

Pains than heretofore, to beat up and rally his huge

Armies, mount and fire his largeſt Canon, and fend

out his Guards from every Quarter, if his Kingdom

was
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was notſhaking, and comingdown apace, and the King

dom of our bleffed Lord JESUS CHRIST, his implacable

Enemy, rifing upon , its Ruins.---- Surely this glorious

Work muſt be approv'd by the Reafon of Man, and

the more fo becauſe the Devil is fo exceeding angry

at, and maliciouslyfet againſt it.--The Children of God

are therefore bound, notonly to own, but are inclin❜d to

approve and vindicate the great Doctrines ofthe Gof

pel : And to rife up for the Defence of the glorious

Work of GOD againſt all its Enemies ; as a Work

that illuftrates thefe Doctrines and puts Credit upon

them ; as well as a Work that proves of moft happy

Confequence to the Souls of a Multitude that were pe

rifhing in their Sins. Nay;howimpoffible muft it be,

to fuch as have known and felt the convincing and ef

fectual Influences of the Holy Spirit, to fee the bold

Attacks of the Enemies of this glorious Work, and

yet to neglect proper and appointed Meaſures to vindi

cate it from the unjuft Prejudices taken againſt it ?

We muſt fuppofe the Graces of a Chriſtian in a very

languishing State, and look upon him overwhelmn'd in

Carnality ; yea, we muſt fuppofe him acting againſt

himſelf, and the ſtrongeſt Propenfions of his Soul, if

we find him reconcil'd to , or filent under the Loads of

Reproach caft upon that Work which his Soul ap

proves as a glorious Work of divine Grace.

Now, if we put all thefe Things together, and

weigh them in equal Ballances, I dare leave you to

judge, whether that Man does not forfeit his Title

to the Character of Wiſdom's Child, who does not ap

prove, and to his Power vindicate, the great Doctrines

of the Gofpel, and the glorious Works of divine Grace?

And with this Appeal, I venture to leave this Head

as it ftands, and pafs on to the

APPLICATION.

USE I. LEARN hence, that many of the profeſſed

Children of Wiſdom are apparently Baftards and not

Sons,
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Sons. I grant that Wiſdom's true Children may differ

in lefs confiderable Matters, while they are agreed in

the important Doctrines and glorious Work of Grace.

Meat commendeth us not to GOD ; for neither if we eat,

are we thebetter ; neither if we eat not, are we the worſe.

They may difagree in many circumftantial Things :

They may difagree in the Meaſures they take for the

Reformation of thoſe Miſtakes and Irregularities found

with the Subjects of God's Grace : They may diſa

gree with Reſpect to fome ofthe Appendages ofthe

glorious Work of GOD. BUT I muſt beg Leave to

bewail it, that thoſe whofé Hearts are join'd together

in one glorious Cauſe, fhould fo far difunite as to en

ter the Lift againſt one another in Paper-Quarrels ;

and by that Means take up their precious Time and

call off the Minds of others from Things of muchgrea

ter Importance. 'Tis, in my Opinion, juft Matter of

Lamentation at this Day of rich abundant Grace, that

any in our refpective Provinces, who, we truft, honour

the Work of GOD and the great Doctrines of His

Grace in their Hearts, fhou'd, from any Confiderati

ons whatever, be led into thofe Steps that mani

feftly differve the glorious Caufe, and unhappily pro

mote the worſt Intereft. But after all, they verily

deſign to ferve the Intereft of JESUS CHRIST, and the

glorious Works of divine Grace ; and are united in

afferting thofe great Doctrines of the Gofpel which

maintain the Majefty of GOD, fix him in his Throne,

andleave finful Duft and Afhes trembling at his Foot.

01-0

----

BUT then, how many are there who wear the Name

of Wiſdom's Children, that inſtead of approving and

vindicating the great Doctrines and glorious Work of

Grace, which can never be honour'd enough by Mor

tals, do either filently paſs them over or load them with

Reproach and Slander ? Can fuch Men as theſe be

the Thing defign'd by the Name of Chriftians ; or be

they not manifeftly carrying on an Intereſt oppofite to

that ofCHRIST's ? 'Tis beyond Queſtion that Wif

dom's
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1

dom's Children will endeavour to promote her, in

her moſt important Doctrines and moft glorious

Works The Prophets and Apostles were indefatiga

ble in their Services for that End : They were treat

ed fhamefully, impriſon'd, boundwith Fetters of Iron,

and fome ofthem put to Death for their zealous Vin

dication of the Truth : Yet whilft they liv'd and had

Opportunitythey efpous'd the fufferingCaufe ofCHRIST

with all Boldnefs, againſt the muttering Cavils of licen

tiousMen. They counted nothingdear tothemfothey

might teftify of the Grace of God. Nature, indeed,

was reluctant, but Grace prevail'd to partwith Reputa

tion and Friends and worldly Intereft and all ; yea, to

fuffer the Lofs of natural Life in the Defence of the

Doctrines of Grace. Thro' what abundant Labours

did they travail, in Stripes, in Perils, in Wearinefs, in

Watchings often, in Hunger and Thirſt, in Faftings

often , in Cold and Nakedneſs, for CHRIST's Sake and

the Gofpel's ? And as all Chriftians, but efpecially

Chriſtian Miniſters, are bound todevote their ALL tothe

Honour ofthe Lord JESUS CHRIST, and the Vindication

of the great Doctrines and glorious Works of Grace;

fo it is their Character that they folemnly furrender all

to Him, and contribute, as they are able and have

Opportunity, to defend and promote his moſt impor

tant Cauſe. Yet we voluntarily fhut ourEyes, or they

are already blinded by Luft and Prejudice, if we don't

obferve many profefs'd Chriftians ſtriking at thoſeDoc

trines and Works which are the Glory of the Media

tor's Kingdom and fome others, whilft they are called

to harden their Faces as a Flint, againſt the corrupt

Doctrines advanc'd by the Adverfaries of the Caufe

of CHRIST ; whilft they ſhould beſtrong againſt all the

Terrors of a threatning World, they can tamely fetby

and hear the pure Gofpel run down with the greateſt

Reproach, and another Gofpel fuited to the Pride of

carnal Men applauded. Has not this been verilythe

Cafe in fome Inftances in this Day of rich and furpri

zing

་
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2

he

ri

ng

zing Grace ? The Reafon may be easily affign'd :

'Tis becauſe the Furniture of the Head will not ferve

the Turn in thofe Times, without having the great

Doctrines of the Gofpel inwrought Principles of the

Soul.

WHAT fhall be thought of thoſe then, who ſpend

much of their Time in gathering up Objections, and

their Tallents in ranging them againft the Doctrines

of Grace ; or in raking together all the Fooleries of

the Subjects of Grace, with manifeft Deſign to render

the glorious Work of GOD in this Day of furprizing

Grace, the Matter of Ridicule and Contempt ? I am

far from inviting any Man to an implicit Faith : Let

Rome fuffice, yea, and be more than fufficient, for im

pofing her Dictates upon Men without Examinati

on. I am far from defiring any Man to think that all

the extraordinary Appearances of the prefent Day are

truly the Dictates of the Spirit of GOD. Where Mi

nifters or People in their Places, teach and recom

mend thoſe important Doctrines of the Gofpel, and the

Work of GOD emphatically fo called ; they alfo do well

" duly and mildly to teftify againſt and condemn the

Blemishes of both." And O that there was lefs

Occafion to reprove and rebuke the happy Subjects

of the Grace of GoD, for the unhappy Blemishes caft

upon the Work of GOD, through their unguarded and

finful Conduct ! O that fince their Souls are purified to

obey the Truth through the Spirit, they might keep

themſelves without Spot, unrebukable, until the appear

ing of our Lord JESUS CHRIST ! But the Prefs and

Shops fufficiently declare, not only that fome cautiously

guard againſt thofe Things that hurt the Truth and

Work of Grace, but that others * hide the Doctrines

#4- **-----

* Vid. A Letter concerning the French Prophets. Mr.

Caldwell's Sermons on 1 John 4. 1. and Matth. 7.

15 and others of the like Stamp.

E and

-----
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and glorious Works of Grace, under the Mud and

Dirt they heap upon them. They don't blame the

Irregularities of others, with any vifible Deſign or De

fire to relieve and reform them, as becomes Chrifti

ans ; but feem to rejoice at an Opportunity to blemish

the whole Work of God, or to fhewthe World that

they think they have a Right to cenfure, where they

have no Heart to affift. Perhaps fome of them pre

tend to believe the moſt important Doctrines of Reli

gion as they are contained in the Bible, and ranged

in our CONFESSION OFFAITH ; yea, they mayprofefs that

they believe there is a glorious Work of divine Grace

carrying on to the Converfion of great Numbers in a

little Time. But let me folemnly enquire, wou'd an

hearty Friend to theſe Things that are pretended to,

collect together all the Objections he could hear of,

and hold them up before a Company, or in an Affem

bly, unanfwer'd ? Does this look like giving Credit

to a Doctrine or a Work as Divine, plainly to endea

vour that the Glories and Beauties of them might be

hid ? It would look like Friendlinefs to the glorious

Work and great Doctrines I fpeak of, if a Man was

careful and concern'd to remove the Difficulties and

anfwer the Objections that rofe up at any Time in

Men's Minds againſt them : But to fetch in all the

Wood, Hay and Stubble, that is built upon theFounda

tion, and then to hold them up in their worſt Shapes

between the Eye and the beautiful Object, the Silver,

Gold and precious Stones ; and having made all Things

ready to the Purpoſe, then with a folemn Face to put

the Queftion, is this theWork ofGOD? Or fome Enqui

ry of the like Sort : this, I fay, looks like Enmlty in

ftead of Friendfhip to this Work of God.

SHALL I go a Step further and ask ; What ſhall be

thought of thofe that fit ftill andfay nothing to jufti

fy or condemn thofe Doctrines and Works of glorious

Grace ? Some live with as much Caution or Care

lefneſs as if they intended Wiſdom fhould die with

&

them,
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them, or elſe it was not of any great Confequence how

thefe Things iffu'd. They pleaſe themſelves with a

Conceit that theyare not of a Party with the Enemies

of thefe Doctrines and Works of Grace, though they

know that they are not engaged to vindicate them.

But is it poffible for Wifdom's true Children to keep

Silence, when the Devil has fo many to fide in the

War that he has proclaim'd, againſt thofe great Doc-.

trines and glorious Works which threaten to beat him

out of his ufurp'd Dominion ? Men may poffibly ima

gine themſelves Neuters in this Engagement, but our

bleffed Lord tells us the Thing is impoffible, Mat . 12.

30. All are engaged for the Doctrines of CHRIST and

the Works of his Grace, or againſt them ; and they

that do not actually approve, juſtify and endeavour

to propagate them, according to their Places and

Abilities, do oppofe and betray them. What ſhallbe

thought then, of fuch as refuſe actually to join with,

and exprefly to give up themfelves to to defend this

Caufe ? Don't they continue their Rebellion to JESUS

CHRIST while they adventure to call themfelves his

Children ? However fome of them may hide them

felves under a fair Profeffion of Religion, yet, until

they come over to approve and vindicate thefe Doc

trines and Works of Grace, they drive on the fame

common Deſign with the Devil . 'Tis vain to pretend

Harmlefnefs ; for he that gathereth not with me, feat

tereth abroad, fays our Saviour. In vain do Menhope

to fhun the Cenfure of being againſt CHRIST, who are

not active in his Cauſe : They muſt gather with him,

or elſe he willhave us eſteem themhis Enemies. And

let this have it's due Weight upon thoſe that ſet ſtill

in this Day at fuch an extraordinary Seafon of Grace ;

and at fuch an extraordinary Time of Cavilling, Silence

is the more Criminal. Are not the Victories of CHRIST

over his Enemies glorious ? Is not the Harveſt plen

teous, and the Fields white ? Are not groundleſs Ex

ceptions many, andEnemies very induftrious ? And

E 2 now,
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now, when this is the true State of our religious Af

fairs, to make any Thing ferve for an Excufe to lag

behind, is mean Cowardize, and a dark Sign that Men

don't care to engage in a critical Day and a difficult

Service, when their Help is moſt expected. I wiſh

fuch Men, whether of high or low Degree, would feri

oufly and upon their Knees before GOD, ponder thoſe

Words, Fudg. 5. 23.

USE II. GOD calls Wifdom's Children to Lamenta

tion and Mourning at this Day, that the Doctrines and

gloriousWorks of divine Grace are aDerifion to foma

ny People. Į fhall not faften upon any Names, but

leave that tothe Doctrines theypropagate , or the Things

they urge in their private Converfation. Nor wou'd I

have any Miftake myDefign, as though I was fuggeft

ing fufpicious Things refpecting thofe that have been

faithfully endeavouringto vindicate the Truth, and un

deceive blind deluded Souls that ftumble at the im

portant Doctrines and Work of Grace, even though

they should differ in the Meaſures they take to effect

it. We may be called in one Hope of our Calling ;

have one Lord, one Faith, one GOD and Father in us

all, fo as to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond

ofPeace, and yet differ in our Cuſtoms and Opinions,

that are not effential to true Godliness. But as I am

call'd by the Providence of God to ſpeak at this Time,

doubtless, to a mix'd Affembly of Guilty and Inno

cent, Iwould no fooner flatter or footh up the former,

than impeach and hurt the Character of the latter ;

efpecially confidering it is unlikely that I fhall ever

meet them elfe where, before we all meet in a grea

ter Aſſembly at the awful Tribunal of the great Judge.

We may fhut our Eyes againſt the clear Light of

the fhining Sun, and then fancy to our felves that we

can have no Objects prefented to our Minds from that

| Senfe : Nor would it be more unreaſonable to argue

with our felves that it is impoffible for us to fee Co

lours
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lours, than it is to flatter our felves that none in the

Miniſtry have manifeftly oppos'd the glorious Work of

GOD,by treating thefe great Doctrines of Grace with

Contempt, or at leaft with Indifference, if by no other

Means. 'Tis not eafy to reckon up what a vaft Num

ber of Sermons, now in Print, are calculated only to

get Men out ofthe Road of Wickednefs, into the

Road of Self-Righteouſneſs,' and there to leave them

fettled down at Eafe in Zion : a Way that fome

Preachers have taken, as fatal to the Soul as open Pro

faneneſs, though it feems to lead People along with

greater Calmnefs down to Hell. Whither there be

any of this Character in the Miniſtry that now hear

me, God knows I wiſh to Gon that every one wou'd

make the fame folemn Enquiry concerning himſelf,

that the Apoſtles did to their bleffed Maſter, on ano

ther Occafion, Lord is it I ? I could wish that not

one Minifter would put it off with Difdain : I'm fure

none will that are in the lively Exercife of Grace, and

have a due Senfe of the Worth of Souls and the Im

portance ofthe Miniftry. I have Reafon to believe

we all come exceeding fhort of our Duty in vindicat

ing the great Doctrines of Grace, undeceiving Self

righteous Perfons, and in honouring the Work of

Grace that has been fo glorious in our Land, Flefb

and Blood pull us back, and bid us Spare ourfelves, left

the Number of our Enemies encreafe daily. O that

the Lord would pour out his Spirit abundantly upon us,

andmake us wifely bold in his Cauſe, andcompaffionately

induftrious for the eternal Welfare of thofe precious

Souls we have in Charge !

HOWEVER my Hearers ftand affected towards thefe

Things, fure I am that fuch as of Defign Speak flightily

of the Puritanical
Doctrines, or reprefent them as Doc

trines in which the Vitals of Religion are not greatly

concern'd
, are no Friends to the beſt Parts of the Re

formation
from Popery, but evidently leave " the

moft diabolical Part of Antichristanifm
undeſtroy'd

.'-

Yea
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Yeafuch as thus reprefent thefe Doctrines of the Gof

pel, fpeak Evil of the Things which they know not ; whi

ther they be Miniſters or People; and take a ready

Courfe to bring upon their Hearers Swift Deftruction.

And thofe alfo, who fet at naught the glorious Work

of divine Grace that has lately been fo confpicuousin

our Land, however fecret or open they are in their

Meaſures taken againſt it ; however theymay impute

their Oppofition to a Zeal for the Truth ; yet fuffer

me to bear them Record this Day that their Zeal is

not accordingto Knowledge ; and unleſs they are foon

reform'd, the Chariots of their Glory, will be the Shame

of all them that uphold them.

THE Elders of the Children of Zion, the Heads of

our Tribes, and thoſe that have the Cognizance of the

moſt important Affairs of Religion, together with all

the People of Jerufalem, may well have their Eyes fail

with Tears, and their Bowels greatly troubled, that a

ny ofthe Prophets have feen vain andfoolish Things

for them, and not diſcovered their Iniquity. Becauſe

of this, fome of the Enemies of the glorious Works

andgreat Doctrines of Grace have opened their Mouth

againſtthem ; they have hiſſed and faid, we will ſwal

low them up. They have as truly crucified the Lord of

Life and Glory in his Doctrines and Works of Grace,

as if theyhad been the ruffian Soldiers that laid violent

Hands upon his very Perfon. Will any ofyou, my

dear Hearers, ftand by and fee the bleffed JESUS ftrip'd

and ftab'd ; and only fay, as Pilate did, why will you

treat him thus ? What Evil hath be done ? ----O that

the bleffed Saviour fhould be brought forth from Day

to Day ; mock'd by the Tongues of Men ; fcourg'd

and fpit upon ; and have many crying out, away with.

him, away with him crucify him, crucify him ! If he

had taught thoſe Doctrines in our Streets which de

thrones a fovereign GOD, and exalt the haughty Sin

ner ; or if he had wrought any Works of Magic, let

all bear Witneſs of the Evil : Butif not fo, whyfhould

he
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he be fmitten ? Why fhould, orhow canthe Children

ofWiſdom fit ftill, and fee many feeking falfe Wit

neffes againſt him to put him to Death ? Is it not

Matter of deep Humiliation that CHRIST fhould be a

Stone of Stumbling, and a Sign to be ſpoken againſt ;

that the World ſhould hate Him without a Caufe, who

has oncealready liv'da Life of Dangers, that you might

be brought to Mount Sion, the City of Solemnities ?

Is it poffible that you fhould bear up under the Bur

den, if you fee the great Doctrines of his holy Reli

gion trifled with ; or the glorious Work of his Grace,

which is the coftly Purchaſe of his precious Blood,

defpis'dand ſpurn'd at by Mortals ! O that the bleff

ed JESUS, whom Angels adore, fhould fuffer himſelf to

be crucified afreſh, and put to open Shame, by infolent

Rebels ! Men, Brethren, and Fathers, is it fufferable that

he, who is worthy to receive Power, and Riches, and

Wifdom, and Strength, and Honour, and Glory, and Blef

fingforever ; fhouldbe mock'd, and have manyThings

blafphemously fpoken againſt him ? O amazingPatience

of GOD ! Oh Heaven daring Infolence in Men ! Oh

that theywere convinced and aſhamed offmiting Him

withthe Palms of their Hands, and ſpittingin his Face,

at whofe Prefence Heaven and Earth flee away ! How

will theybe able to anſwer their taking Counſel againſt

JESUS to put him to Death ! Will they not be quite

fpeechlefs, when the Lord JESUS CHRIST comes to

make that folemn Enquiry, Saul, Saul, why perfecuteft

thou me ? Why haft thou villified the great Doctrines

or the glorious Works ofmy Grace ? Am I worthy

of nothing but Stripes, and Blows, and Scourges, and

Derifion, and Hiffing, and Death ?----O that Love to

the Lord JESUS CHRIST, and tender Compaffion to fuch

falfe Accufers, might ſtir upWiſdom's Children, and

open the Springs of their Souls, andfendthem to God!

Othat they would fend up inceffant Cries to that GOD

who is able to help, and fovereign in his Mercy, that

he would graciouſly prevent the Rage of Man, venting

it
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it ſelf againſtthoſe important Things, wherein the Glo

ry of CHRIST and the Intereft of his Kingdom are fo

much concern'd !

USE III. LET all take Heed to themfelves and of the

Miniftrythey attend upon? There are none ofthe Doc

trines or Works of JESUS CHRIST that efcape the Af

faults of the Devil : He has a rooted Enmity againſt

all the great Concernments of the Redeemer's King

dom. He is far enough from favouring any juft At

tempts for building up the Intereft of CHRIST, and pros

motingthe Salvation of precious immortal Souls. And

therefore, as he lets none of the Doctrines or Works

of CHRIST go untried, fohe has a peculiar Aim at Ble

mifhing or overthrowing the most important Doctrines

oftheGofpel, and most glorious Works of divine Grace.

Neither does he want for Men ofWit and Figure to

abet his malicious Deſigns, who will readily afford him

their Affiftance according to their Power ; and to em

ploy their Skill and Talents to fupport what Jesus

CHRISTis caftingdown. Not only the are Crowdon the

Devil's Side, but even all are fighting for him that

can defpife or neglect the moſt important and Sout

fearching Doctrines of Religion, or trample upon the

aftoniſhing Work of divine Grace.

THEREFORE, my dear Hearers, ifyou love the Lord

JESUS CHRIST, or value your own eternal Welfare,

give no Countenance to fuch a Miniſtry as traduces

the Doctrines of Grace, or the Work of Grace : At

tending upon and encouraging fuch a Miniſtry will be

no Evidence that you approve and wou'd vindicate

thofe Things which that runs down, or paffes over in

a finful Silence. Our bleffed Saviour very exprefly

cautions againſt falfe Teachers, Matth. 7. 15. The

Reaſon given for the Caution is found in the preceed

ing Verfes, viz. Becauſe the Way to Deftruction is

broad, and theWay to Life narrow, and attendedwith

many and great Difficulties : Therefore, fays our

Lord,

4

1
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?

Lord, it concerns you fo much the rather to be upon

your Guard againſt falfe Prophets. Q. D. They are

like to lead you into a loofe Way of thinking about

Religion ; and to reprefent the Way broad and the

Gate wide, that lead to Life ; and therefore to be

watch'd againſt and avoided. --- But will you ask whờ

thefe falfe Prophets are ? Our Lord tells you, they

are Wolves in Sheep's Cloathing. They will make as

great a Profeffion of Religion as other Men, and as

great Pretences to Holiness ; and thus they refemble

the Sheep ; but they areWolves nevertheless, and the

more dangerous Sort, ravenous Wolves. If you confi

der the Character of a Wolf, you may fee how well it

agrees with a falfe Teacher. The Scriptures repre

fent aWolfas a fly crafty Creature to catchthe Prey :

he comes in upon the Flock when the Shepherd is fe

cure or carelefs. So falfe Teachers are faid to lie in

wait to deceive ; and privily to bring in damnableHe

refies, 2 Pet. 2. I. Witha Pretence to Religion they

get into Office, and then fophiftically introduce flefh

pleafing
hal Principles : They hear not the Voice

of theShepherd, neither will they follow him, becaufe

they are not his Sheep ; but the Voice of Strangers

they hear; and with fair Speeches, and plaufible Inter

pretations of the Scripture, they pervert the Chriftian

Religion in its moft important Articles, till they lead

away the Hearts of the Simple. So the Apoſtle com

pares themtoWells withoutWater, 2Pet. 2. 17. 'Tis well

known that Wells without Water are filthy and over

fpread with Spider's Webs and fo ufually falfe Tea

chers, as to found Doctrine they are very barren ;

but eſtabliſh the Hope of the Hypocrite which is a

Spider's Web. Their Doctrines are calculated to build

Men up in carnal Confidences : They reprefent the

great End of God's providing a Saviour, tobe theHap

pinefs of Man ; fincere univerfal Obedience to the

Lawthe Condition of Acceptance before GoD'; or

Doctrines of the like Tendency. Or elfe miferably

diſappointF
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thofe that attend their Miniſtry : For when they go

laden with Defire to hear the great Doctrines and

Works of divine Grace opened and vindicated, they

are entertain'd from Sabbath to Sabbath with fome

Appendages ofReligion, circumftantial Matters,or out

fide Obedience, which is no true Chriſtian Obedience ;

and thofeDoctrines which exalt the Throne ofGoD and

abaſethe finful Creature are pafs'd by in awful Silence.

No Wonder then St. John repreſents theſe falfe Tea

chers as Deceivers 2 John 7. For they pretend to be

worthy Preachers of the Gofpel, and Friends to the

great Intereft of Religion, when they are not fo. If

they carried their true Mark in their Forehead, viz.

Herefy; Falfe-Doctrine ; Dethroners ofa fovereign GOD;

Flefb-Pleafers ; Wolves in Sheep's Cloathing, &c. many

wouldbe afraid of them that are, doubtlefs, lead aftray

by their Infinuations. But thefe Marks they hide as

much as they can, when they apprehend a Diſcovery

is dangerous to their Caufe ; and pretend to be ortho

dox, Friends to the Truth, Followers of JESUS, and

Guides ofthe Blind.

THESE are fome ofthe Characters of thofe Teachers

which you are to avoid and I the rather add theſe

Things becauſe offome abufive Perverfions of theholy

Scripture lately attempted, to flur the Character of

fuch as are faithfully affertingand inculcatingthe great

Doctrines of the Gofpel, to undeceive poor Mortals

that are in Danger of being led afide by the cunning

Craftinefs of Men. I beg that none would be preju

dic'd againſt the Truth becaufe of this Plainnefs of

Miniftration. 'Tis the Caufe of CHRIST I am plead

ing, and muſt not feekto pleaſe the carnal Inclinations

of Men : For then I fhould not approve my felf a

faithful Servant of CHRIST in the Emballage I am

now upon.

AND has not CHRIST, the great Purchaſer of all our

Bleffings, denied himſelf enough, my Friends, for your

Sakes ? Are not all the great things that he has done

and
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and fuffer'd, enough to lay you under the higheſt O

bligations to do and be any Thing that he requires for

his Caufe Can you view any Thing that belongs to

the Glory of his Grace and the Enlargement of his

Kingdom, ftruck at, and not be enflamed with Zeal

and pious Care ? Efpecially, where his Glory lies moſt

at Stake, that deferves your greateſt Induſtry to give

in your Teſtimony for his Name and Caufe . Tis

true, if you deny yourſelves ever fo much, upon all

temporal Confiderations, to be Witneffes for JESUS,

he needs none of your Service ; but then it is his Will

to require your Teſtimony, and baſe in you to grudge

him any Thing. Yea, and as to your own fpiritual In

tereft, and the Welfare of the Church : You are like

to ſtarve your Souls, hazzard the Church's Purity, and

draw others into a dangerous Snare to their Ruin, un

lefs you do your uttermoft in your refpective Capaci

ties, to diſcountenance and difcourage thofe Prophets

that fee Vanity, and divine Lies.

PARTICULARLY therefore, beware of that Miniſtry

which teaches unfound Doctrine. I mean, thofe Doc

trines that are pleafing to corrupt Nature, and tend

naturally to boliter Men up in Pride and Oppofition

to God and the Defigns of his Grace : Such as Free

Will in Oppofition to the abfolute Sovereignty of GOD ;

Election from Faith foreſeen ; good Works before

Juftification, &c. For if the contrary Doctrines are

the great and most important Doctrines of the Gofpel,

fuch Doctrines as thefe are of the moſt dangerous Ten

dency andpernicious Confequence : ifthe former Doc

trines which I have mentioned, are the Doctrines

which difplay rich and fovereign Grace, exaltthe Name

and Honour of GOD, magnify the Law, and debafe the

finful Creature, then thefe Doctrines degrade the Riches

of free and glorious Grace, run down the Name and

Honour of a glorious God, villify his holy Law, take

offtheCrownfrom the Headofthe Lord JESUS CHRIST,

and place it upon the Head of haughty, guilty Man

F 3
If
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Ifthe former Doctrines are the Doctrines that leadup

to Heaven, then theſe Doctrines lead down to Hell ;

for they ſtand in diametrical Oppofition, the one tothe

other. Whatever Pretences therefore, fuch unfound

Preachers may have, by whichthey may flatter ora

mufe their Hearers and ſtupify their Confciences, yet

they are the Seducers ofthe People , fpeaking Peace

to them, when there is no Peace, building up a flighty

Wall, and daubing with untempered Mortar,

AGAIN, fuch asin the generalCourfe of their Miniſtry

neglect to preach the great& moft important Doctrines

ofthe Gofpel, Sermons for the Reformation of Man

ners are needful : One End of CHRIST'S Coming inta

the World was to reform it ; Profaneneſs and Debau

chery are the Reproach of human Nature, the Plague

of human Society, and the undoing of the Souls of

Men as they fpring from a corrupt Fountain of Ini

quity in the Heart. But all the Reformation-Sermons.

that ever were printed or preach'd, never brought a

Soul to JESUS CHRIST, unless itwas first taughtthe Cor

ruption and Enmity of the Heart ; the abfolute Sove

reignty of Gop ; the Emptinefs and fpiritual Deadneſs

of Man ; and the only Way of Juftification by anim

puted Righteoufnefs. Let Men build up ever fo fair

a WallofProfeffion upon the Foundation of moralVir

tue ; and then let a Preacher come and daub it over

with ever fomuch Art, to hide the Cracks and render

it beautiful ; if after all it make ever fo goodly anAp

pearance, yet it muſt all come tothe Ground, andthey

muſt be brought to fee that there is no Safety in it :

theymust be brought off from that old Foundation, and

by the irrefiftible Influences of the Spirit of GOD,

fix'd upon the Rock of Ages ; or elfe the Hail-ftones

of GOD's amazing Vengeance, will at last batter

down their beautiful Superftructure, and they muft pe

rifh in its Ruins. If fo be then, that a Miniſtry which

confifts in negative Blameleſneſs in Doctrines ; Imean

fuch a Miniftry as in a general Courfe neglects the

moft
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moſt importantDoctrines ofthe Gofpelfhould be coun

tenanced in the Churches, the Miniftry of fuch a

Man is but too much like the Righteoufnefs of the

boafting Pharifee, which ſtood chiefly in Negations.

AGAIN, beware of fuch a Miniſtry as exprefly denies

or plainly endeavours to hide the glorious Work of di

vine Grace under the Filth ofhuman Imprudences,

Thofe that reject the late furprizing Work of Grace,

in the Conviction and Converfion of Sinners, cannot

reaſonably be fuppos'd to be real Friends to the great

Doctrines of Grace, whatever their Pretences may be

to believe them. If Men have thefe Doctrines wro't

as Principles in their Souls ; if they have them wrot

into their Hearts and Wills, as wellas in their Under

ftandings ; ifthey are broken down at the Footftool

of divine Sovereignty bythe Spirit of the living GOD,

and broughtentirely off from Self-Dependance to clofe

with JESUS CHRSST in his mediatorial Character, they

could not reject this Work of amazing Grace, even

though in ſome Inftances it has been attended with a

disturbed Imagination. Nor can it be rationally thought

that they would endeavour to hide the Glory of the

Workfrom the Eyes of Obfervers, by holding up no

thing but Fifions, Revelations, Enthufiafms, and other

Fooleries, fuppos'd to be found with thoſe who, we

hope, are the Subjects of this Grace ; and thengrave

ly tell us that this is a STRONG PRESUMPTION that they

have nothing but aſtrange Fireworking in them : be

caufe fuch Appearances were commonamongthe Mon

tanists, and have been found fometimes in PopifhCoun

tries. I grant, to inftruct, reprove, exhort, and admonish

young Converts, is the plain Duty of every Minifter

of CHRIST: This kind Office they are commanded to

attend with Diligence& Care ; and for this they have

the beſt Examples fet before them for their Direction

and Encouragement. 'Tis therefore very baſe and

ungrateful to reprefent fuch faithful Monitors as Op

pofers of this Work of divine Grace ; and a plain E

vidence
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vidence of a great Defect in a Work of Sanctificati

on. But then, their is a vaft Difference between re

proving and directing the Children of GOD ; and laying

hold of their Sins, their Multitude of Imprudences,

and holding them before the Eyes of the People to hide

the Work of glorious Grace. The former is like a

Man who when he has found a precious Jewel withits

various Beauties much defac'd, and its Worth very

much hid from the Eyes of Men, by lying in Puddle

Water, andbeingtrampl'd under Foot, lays hold ofit as a

rich and valuable Treafure, rubs andfcours it ; warns

all his Friends and others that paſs by, not to fully its

Beauties ; justly reproves them if even for Joy, they

fhould tread upon it ; and invites allhis Acquaintance

to behold and admire its Excellencies, and to rejoice

in the Smiles of Heaven. But the latter is like a Man

that lights upon the veryfame Jewel in an ugly Hue ;

beat and bruifed, and its Beauties very much hid from

the Eyes of careleſs Paffengers ; he will not himſelf

be perfwaded but that it is a bafer Metal ; inſtead of

cleanfing it of Mud and Dirt, carefully ftands by to

keep on the filthy Drefs, and rather tramples it under

Foot than otherwife, left Beholders fhould take it for

the Thing it really is : At leaſt, he will not take off

its filthy Covering that it might appear it its true Co

lour and Worth,

-

SUCH a Miniftry as this, my dear Friends, you are

caution'd to beware of. This is the Miniftry that per

verts the great Doctrines and glorious Works of di

vine Grace : This is the Miniftry that leads Men a

long in the broadWayto Deftruction, under the Pre

tence of guiding them in the narrow Way to eternal

Salvation, as I have already obferv'd. And where this

is truly the Cafe with any, they are to be treated by

fuch as love and long for the Coming of CHRIST'S

Kingdom ; by fuch as lovetheir own Souls and wou'd

honour the great Doctrines and glorious Works of

Grace, as Defpifers of the Gofpel. You are to be

ware

Li
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wareof them as Men that pervert the Gofpel ; agree

able to what St. Paul hath taught us, Gal. 1. 8, 9.---

Though we, or an Angel from Heaven preach any other

Doctrine unto you, than that ye have received, let him be

accurfed. Such Perverters of the Goſpel do but run

backand take hold of the worſt End of Popery : Theſe

are the Errors that not only fhake but overthrow the

Foundation ofthe Chriftian Religion. Such Errors as

theſeſeparate the Church from CHRIST, and thoſe that

fupport them are guilty of Schifm. They are endea

vouring to make an Agreement between the Temple

GOD and Idols ; and therefore you are called to come

out from among them, that you be not Partakers of their

Sins, and that you receive not of their Plagues, 2 Cor.

6. 16, 17. Such Men as thefe you are exhorted to

treat as Enemies of the Crofs of CHRIST, and Corrup

ters of the Word of God ; 1 Tim. 6. 3 , 4, 5. The

State of fuch Perfons I leave with GOD to judge : I

know not what to fay of them ; but thefe are dange

rous, yea damnable Herefies ; yet it is poffible for

ought I know that fome Perfons, even against their

own Experience, may have the Weaknefs to defend

them, and be faved. But the Eyes of your Underftan

ding being enlightened, that you may know what is the Hope

of his Calling, and what the Riches of the Glory of hisIn

heritance in the Saints, you muſt be inexcufable, if you

are led away in woful Blindneſs. The Doctrines that

fuch oppofe or neglect are the very Doctrines by which

the Church of our LORD JESUS CHRIST will ftand or

fall: if thefe Doctrines are vindicated and fupported

the Church may be kept pure from fatal Corruptions ;

but if they are beat down or kept under, we muſt ex

pect nothing but to have her overfpread with Mid

night Darkneſs. And therefore it is no Wonder that

St. Paul fo much infifts 'upon bearing Teftimony

againſt all them, efpecially Teachers, that per

vert or neglect thefe great Doctrines of the Gofpel :

nor is it any Wonder that St. John folemnly warns

Chriftians
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Chriftians to beware offuch a Miniſtry, as he clearly

and exprefly does , 2 John 9. 10, II .

BUTwhy fhould I, that am a Child, infift upon theſe

Things any further ? I hope my Fathers and Bre

thren will do it again, and again, in a ftrong Light,

and a particular Manner. I fhould not have faid fo

much upon this Head, but that we may expect pure

Religion to rife or fall in our Churches, in fomeMea

fure according as thefe Doctrines are vindicated, receiv

ed, neglected or defpifed. And I cannot but fear that

the brighteſt Luminaries of the Churches will be put

out after a little while, and Men will grope for the

Wall as the Blind, and grope as if they had no Eyes,

unless the Lord, in abundant Mercy calls up and fpi

rits his faithful Minifters ftrenuoufly to oppofe and

diſcountenance thofe abfurd Doctrines and all their

Adherents, that fap the Foundation of the Chriftian

Religion. A temporizing Difpofition and Conduct,

which have prodigiously crept in among us in paftDays

of Degeneracy and Deadnefs, have given inexpreffible

Advantage to the Adverfary of CHRIST'S Kingdom ;

and unleſs ſpeedily reform'd, will probably, fet fome

zealous Chriftians at an unhappy Diſtance from thoſe

that are really the Friends of God, and of the great

Doctrines and Works of his Grace.

I can't difmifs this Ufe without entering a Cauti

on, though it ſeems tobe a Digreffion from the Subject

I am upon. 'Tis to Wiſdom's Children, and efpecially

to little Children, young Converts : Beware that from

thefe Things you be not lead into groundless Separations.

I fpeak this the rather becauſe young Chriftians are

apt to torment themfelves with Scruples, and fpend

their Time and Zeal about thofe Things wherein the

Effence of Religion is not concern'd. The Corinthians

were guilty of very great Diſorder in fetting up one

faithful Miniſter of CHRIST and pulling down another

as faithful as he : Onefaid I am ofPaul, another Fam

of Apollos, and a third I am of Cephas : But fuch a di

viding
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viding Principle was a clear Evidence of their Carna

lity ; becauſe theſe were all the faithful Minifters of

CHRIST, and faithfully vindicated the Doctrines and

Works of Grace, according to the different Talents

given them. And Minifters may now, faithfully and

clearly vindicate the moſt important Doctrines and

Works of Grace, and yet differ in many lefs confide

fable Matters ; or in their Manner of oppofing the

Errors that are more or lefs dangerous to the Church.

Irregularities they muft reprove, and Things that are

amifsthey muſt endeavourto fet in Order, or elfe they

will be found guilty of betraying the Truth, and of

approving Sin. And what if every one does not go

into the fame Meaſures to rectify one and the fame

Miſtake? yet ifthey are united in advancing the great

Doctrines and glorious Works of Grace ; if they are

united in maintainingthe Throne of GoD, and in over

throwing all that would ufurp his Dominion, or oppoſe

the Royalties of a glorious Redeemer, leffer Matters

where they are not impos'd, are no juft and reaſonable

Grounds for Separations. I think God calls me to

leave my Teftimony in this Place, againſt feparating

from a Soul-fearching Miniftry, meerlybecaufe of fome

circumftantial Matters ; or becauſe of fome fuppofed

or real Miftakes, where the Effence of Religion is not

particularly intereſted. As I have done this once and

again in Connecticut ; fo now, may I be allow'd toſay?

Whyfhouldthofe that are reconciled to God, and re

deem'd byaglorious Saviour, who breathes nothingbut

Love andGoodneſs to his Children ; why ſhould thoſe

that are fanctified by the purifying Influences of the

Holy Spirit, who is alfo aSpirit of Unity ; whyfhould

thofe that have embrac'd the fame Gofpel of Peace,

and laid down a Spirit of Defiance againſt the dear Sa

viour and his glorious Caufe ; why fhould fuch grieve

the HolySpirit and difgrace the Doctrines of our holy

Religion, by Party-Zeal or needlefs Separations ? -…..

Dear Brethren, ' tis poffible fome of you in this great

Affembly
G
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Affembly may think you ſhould honour fome particu

lar Minifter of CHRIST, if you . fet himup, to the Ruin

or great Difcouragement of other Minifters that are

faithfully endeavouring in their Meafure, to promote

the fame glorious Caufe : but if they are eſpouſing

the fame great Doctrines of the Gofpel, and ſtriving

to encourage and defend the fame glorious Work of

Grace, why fhould you dote on one to the Prejudice

of others in their arduous Labours ? Will not fuch

a Party-Zeal, if found among you, unhappily tend to

eclipfe the Glory and Majefty of God, that thine the

more illuftrioufly in giving this Treaſure in earthen

Veffels ? When the beſt of Miniſters have done the

beft they can, it is but to plant and water, whilſt all

the Increaſe is in the Hand of a fovereign GOD. You

will not then, I hope be led away to gaze at one and

glory in another faithful Miniſter of CHRIST, under the

miftaken Thought, that the ſtrong Reafonings of one,

or the fingular Eloquence of the other, can give Beau

ty, Life or Grace to the Gofpel of the bleffed GOD.

O what a dreadful Reproach would it be to the Ma

jefty of the glorious Gofpel, if you thould receive the

fame divine Truths when preach'd by one, and de

fpife or neglect them when publiſhed by another !

O fad Cafe that the poor Church ofthe Lord Jesus

CHRIST Would foon be in, ifthe dear Lambs of the

Flock, that are fo nnmerous in our happy Day, fhould

fo far fall from the Love of the Truth, as to have

Men's Perfons in Admiration ! Happy, happy will

it be to behold the dear Children ſpreadingthemfelves

like Olive-Branches round about the Table, with uni

ted Hearts and Hands to encourage and promote the

glorious Caufe of CHRIST, and the Intereſt of immor

tal Souls, againſt Defpifers ofthat Grace of God which

brings Salvation ! But O how dark the Afpect would

be, if thoſe that are united in the great Doctrines of

Grace, and glorious Work of Grace, fhould begin to

feparate one from another, meerly becauſe of fome

leffer

1
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·

Leffer Points ! O how happy, beyond Expreffion, if

all the Children of Wiſdom that profefs, and all the

faithful Minifters that preach the fame Faith ; the

fame great Doctrines of the Gofpel, the fame glorious

Work of divine Grace, would but join their Hearts,

and Pens, and Tongues, againſtthe common Enemy !

Might not Union in thefe Things be accounted for

the Trophies of Victory, under JESUS CHRIST, who

ftands for an Enfign ofthe People, and who will mount

up until his Reft becomes glorious ? O, if we were

all united under him, what a Defence might we make,

and what a Victory might we get, by his Bleffing,

over the Enemies of his Caufe ! Beautiful as Tirzah,

comely as Jerufalem, and terrible as an Army with Ban

ners, if our Forces were all united ! O that all pri

vate, ſelfiſh Views might be let go, and our Hearts

given up to the Lord without the leaft Referve, for

the Mortificatlon of Pride and a ſteadfaſt Engagedness

for the common Intereſt ! How foon fhould we fee

threatning Evils vaniſh ; every Mountain become

a Plain, and precious Souls in greater Abundance than

ever, flying, with Acclamations of Grace, Grace, to

the Windows of the Church, untill it looks forth as

the Morning, fair as the Moon, clear as the Sun ?

1

"

USE IV. LET us earnestly beg of GOD, the GoD

of all Mercy, that he would deliver the Church from a

corrupt Miniftry. The Scripture tells us not only that

there were falfe Apoftles, deceitful Workers that tranf

formed themfelvesinto the Apostles ofCHRIST, inthe early

Ages ofthe Church ; but there fhould arife falfe Tea

chers, Speaking perverfe Things, to draw awayDifciples

after them. And among other Methods us'd to draw

Men from the Truth of the Gofpel, fome will wreft

and pervert the Senfe of the Scripture, by falfe Inter

pretations, even in the fundamental Doctrines of the

Chriſtian Religion ; and bring in damnable Hereftes con

trary to the Analogy of Faith. By what Methods fo

G 2 ever
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ever they get into the Church, they are the greateft

Injuries to it of any Men whatever. If they make

ever fo great Pretences to be religious, yet they deny

the Power of Godliness, make Merchandiſe of Men's

Souls and are daily fowing the Tares of Error and

Delufion.

:

THE great Adverfary of Wiſdom and all her Chil

dren, we may reaſonably fuppofe, fets highly by his

Throne ; and is too fagacious and cruel willingly to

come down. Confequently he will make the ſtrongeſt

Refiſtance that poffibly he can, againſt the Overthrow

of a corrupt Miniftry in thofe Inftances where it may

be found For as he values his Dominion and mali

ciouſly hates the Progrefs of the Gospel, fo he cannot

have Servants more fuccefsful to maintain his Caufe

againſt the Throne of GOD, than fuch as deny and

neglectthe Doctrines of Grace, andthe glorious Works

of Grace, especially if they are found among the Lea

ders of a People. But inftead of being a Difcourage

ment, this fhould be a powerful Incentive to Wifdom's

Children, tofend up their inceffant Cries tothe Throne

of Grace for the Churches fpeedy Deliverance, Falfe

Teachers, who neglect or defpife the great Doctrines

or Works of Grace, are like Traitors at the Head of

an Army, who under Pretence of beingengag'd to de

fend and introduce the rightful Sovereign, and make

his Enemies bow before him, open the City Gates for

a vile Ufurper to come in with all his Armies, and keep

the Prince out of his juft Dominions. They are ad

vancing the Kingdom of Satan, under the Pretence of

pulling it down : The Glory of the Mediator's King

dom is as much debas'd by fuch a corrupt Miniftry as

the Exaltation of it is the Deſign of the Chriftian Re

ligion. Such Teachers ufurp the Royalties of the

Lord JESUS CHRIST, by a fhameful Neglect of, or actu

al Oppofition to the moſt important Articles of the

Chriſtian Faith and Terms of Life. Inftead of anf

wering the holy Purpoſes of the Gofpel-Miniftry, theſe

Corrupters

1
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Corrupters of the Word of God, do but enflave their

Hearers worfe and worfe ; nor is there any more

Hope of Salvation by their Calculations, than there

would be to goto a Retailer's Shop to buy a Pardon.

SHOU'D we not, my Friends, have Reaſon to eſteem

Deliverance from fuch aMiniftry wherever it obtains,

an unspeakable Favour of Heaven here upon Earth ?

O that the glorious Head of the Church would not

leave it comfortlefs ; nor open to the Devourer ; but

fpeedily deliver it from the Hazzard of utter Ruin,

wherever it lies in thefe Struggles betweeu Life and

Death ! We know not what to do, O Lord, but

our Eyes are unto thee, and we are refolved to wait

for thy Salvation ! O that GOD, who does Wonders,

would make bare his Arm, and declare his Strength

among the People ! Is this the Place that Men call

the Perfection of Beauty, the Joy of the whole Earth ?

Shine, O GOD, out of Zion the Perfection of Beauty ?

GOD is our Refuge and Strength, a very prefent Help

in Time of Trouble ! O that the City of GoD might

rejoice becauſe God is in the midſt ofher, that the

fhould not be moved, but eſtabliſhed for ever in the

Truth !

MYdear Hearers, fuch Calamities as the Church has

labour'd under, now of a long Time, by Corrupters of

the Word, fhould awaken your drowſySpirits to plead

its Caufe with the great Shepherd of Ifrael. He who

has faid the Gates of Hellfhallnot prevailagainst it, has

alfo appear'd once and again to deliver it where it was

overfpread with Error. And is his Hand fhortned at

all by paft Deliverances that he cannot redeem ?

Has he no Power to deliver, at whofe Rebuke the Sea

is dried up ? Surely it is eſtabliſhed of God ; the

GOD of Peace, who will ſhortly bruiſe Satan under our

Feet. Will you therefore, be intreated and encoura

gedto cry mightily unto God, and fay, Save thy Peo

ple, O God of our Salvation ; gather them together and

deliver them from their moſt dangerous Enemies, that

they
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they may give Thanks unto thy holy Name, and glory in

thy Praife. Lord ! what will the End be if our Chur

ches fhould be generally drawn in to embrace or con

nive at thoſe Doctrines that fubvert the Foundation of

the Chriſtian Religion ? O that the precious Seed

might be preferved and feparated from all grofs Mix

tures ! O that thofe who are united in the great, the

fundamental Doctrines, and the glorious Works of

Crace, were driven,together without aStorm ? Oh

that the Drofs among the Churches might be purged

out, and thepuritanical Doctrines of the Gofpel might

be revived in their Simplicity after a fad Neglect ! So

fhall the Wilderneſs and the Cities thereof lift up their

Voice ; the Villages that Kedar doth inhabit : The

Inhabitants of the Rock fhall fing, and fhout from

the Top ofthe Mountains, AMEN.

FINI S
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