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PREFACE

HEN firft defired by the Reverend My Fox-
croft #o preach the publick Leture in Boftong 1
: founs @ great Backwardnefs to it in my own
Mind; partly becaufe I did not defire to hinder the People

- of a better Sermon, and partly becaufe I had concluded to

leave the Townthe Day before.  But being vrg’d by him,
and fome other Gentlemeny with Difficulty I confented &
and having given my Word, I then endeavour’d afreth to
give up my Heart to GOD, and beg'd kis Affiftance to
dead me to the maft proper Subject, and to flrengthen me i
pleading bis Caufe 5 and the Event of all I can chearfully
leave with him. _

IF any [bould think it & Piéce of Arrogance in a Strai-
-ger and a Youth, to come into the Metropolis of a Coun-
1ry, and preach upon fuch.a Subject, as one having Autho-
¥ity ; -Ibave this o fay in the general, That I did not_aim
at being a Man-Pleafer theremn. I know that the Doc-
trines and glorious Work which are mention’d with Appro-
bation, are oppofite to the Scheme of Religion engraven
upon the Hearts of Men as they come into the World. Al

. ‘that is carnal in évery Man quarrels with them when they

afe firictly affertcd :~ And therefore it would be no great
g - *x ' Wonder
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Wonder if cold Chriftians, that have got at a Diftance
Srom the: LORD, fhould think I was too fevere. But I

was pleas’d to fee that fome of the Minifters (with whom -

I had a little Opporsunity afterwards) were [enfible of the
Importance of the Truths, and gave GOD Thanks that I
was lead to difcourfe upon them. :

ALL the Apology I [ball make at prefent for the Sermon,
is only to give _/%
preach, and now incline me to print it.  And they are as
«follow, Viz. _

1. BECAUSE I was willing to awaken Mankind to
confider the great Importance of an orthodox Minifiry.

There is but lictle Need of Study or Reading to learn Ar-

minjan or Pelagian Doflrines. ~*Tis true, the Patrons of
Jnch Doctrines labour bard enough to make up a confiffent
Scheme that may hang together 5 and fet it off as well as
they can withunfanétified Reafon :  But when they have
done their beft, their Principles can be acceptable to nothing,
that I know of, but unhallowed Nature. Every faithful
Minifter thar deals with Souls, finds it no eafy Task to
Lring them off from fuch hazzardous Principles, into -the
Gofpel-Way af Salvarion :  And everytrue Chriftian that
has not buried bimfelf up in Carnality, and forgos that he
‘was.piurged from bis 6ld-Sins, finds bis.corrupt Biafs to
thefe [elf-exalting Doflrines fo jfrong, that be bas Reafon
enough daily to cry out, O wretched Man that I am, who
fball deliver me from the Dregs of thefe Herefies! Con-
Jidering then, how prone all natural Men are to embrace
them, and how liable the beft- of Men are to connive at
them ; awhen they are calld to chufe a- Preacher,' they
are in great Danger of flighting over that important Af-
Sair. - If they find a Man of good natural Powers and
Surnifb'd with a -good Stock of human Learning, his
good - Acquaintance with and- Stability in the moft impor-

tant Doftrines of Religion are too eafily pafs’d over : If -

be is found, what fome call, modelt in his Opinion, the
S Matter

me of the Reafons that inclin'd me to
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Matter is got through with Eafe : People are ready to
embrace him with Eagernefs, and Minifters are in Dan-
ger of ordaining him with Indifference.  This I know
by frequent Obfervation, and by my own Experience, and
doubtle[s many can come and witnefs. to the fame. I
could bring my felf for am Inftance, and -the Circum-
Stances of my firft Sestlement in the Minjftry were i

proper for me to do it in this Place.

2. BECAUSE I was willing the World (bould know
Jomething of my Opinion about the juft Grounds of Se-
parations. ’Tis a Day of much Difcourfe abo:t Sepa-
rations and Divifions in Churches 5 and fome have ac-
tually broke off from the Miniftry they were formerly
under ; not becaufe they difliked the Conflitution, but
Jrom fome imaginary or real Defeét in the Miniftry. I
dare not fay they have no jufhfiable Reajons for Sepa-
ration in _/g,m'e Inflances ; but I have no Reafon to
think they have in all.  And as to the Manner that
bas been taken, I look upon it unfcriptural, and by no
Means to be countenanced in fuch o Country as this ;
where we all profefs one Faith, the fame in which thefe
Churches were firft fertled. "If a Minifter is corrnpt in
bis Principles, or generally neglects preaching the Doc-
trines of Grace, or plainly endeavours -to hide the Work
of Grace or bring it into Comtempt, then, if I am
righty their is Matter enough for bis being dealt with

. by the Churches. Why are they not apply’d to for the

Redrefs of Grievances ? If a Minifter is grofly erro-
neousy and can’t be reform’d, be is not fit to be a Minifter
in the Churches :  The Souls of his People are in the
greateft Danger :  The Intereft of FESUS CHRIST
will be traduc’d by his Miniftry.  Why is be not pro-
ceeded with according to the Laws of CHRIST, Mat.
18 2 Why are not the Elders and Brethren calld to-.
gether to confider of the Matter, Afts 15 ? Adre all
the Churches grown fo carnaly.all [o erroncous, that there
are no Matters of Importance to be laid before them ;
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I truft o fo!  Bur if that be true, yer I can’t guefs
bow I fbould know_ it without making ;'rial. But I'm
afraid there arc fome Separations upon meer Surmifes that
@ Minifter is unconverted, even when he faihfully
preaches the Doltrines of Grace, and found experimen-
tal Religion, The Preacher is no%/o lively in his Work
as fome others, or be checks fome Extremes in a Manner
not fo pleafing as fome others do. Buv who is it that has
greutly enliven'd other Minifters 2 And how conie they
to hit upon another Method of correcting thofe Things thas
are amifs 2 Or perbaps they finfully let them pafs with-
out Correction. Is nar the Sovereignty of GOD %o be ob-
Jerved in bis remarkable Vifits of Grace to fome and nos
to others 2 What if GOD (bould withdraw the Quick-
nings of his Holy Spirit, and hide the Light of his Coun-
tenance from thofe Minifters that bave enjoy'd the largeft
Share 5 and pour out his Spirit upon others that have becn
fbut up, until they become a Flame of Fire 2 Would this
be a reafonable Ground of Separation from the former ?---
This Condult will not be found pleafing to GOD : It is
condemn’d in the Gofpel ; - and it becomes cvery one to
“condemn it. I pray GOD to open the Eyes of all his
Children that they might fee the Device of Satan herein 3
and I truft he will, if he defigns further Mercy to the
Churches.” Indeed, if thefe Churches had explain’'d away
their own drticles of Faith, and openly gloried therein, as
Sfome of the Writers of the Church of England have done
theirs, that would very much alter the Cafe in my Opini-
on. But, ble[Jed be GOD! if fome are Enemies to thofe
Doftrines, yet they have been generally too much aw’d by
publick Confeffions, or fome other Confiderations, to oppofe
them in open Councils. ----- Amidft the many Caufes of
Fear and Sorrow, we are ready to forget our Obligations
to unmerited Grace, for preferviag our valuable Confef-
Jion of Faith fram being trampl'd upon and thrown out of
the Churches. ’ ' o

3. BECAUSE
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. 8. BECAUSE 1I thought that fome Chriflians bad been
too much encourag’d to feparate upon unwarrantable
Grounds.  After all that can be faid upon the Grounds of
Separation, they muft be reduc’d to what the united Chur-
ches publickly efteem Heterodoxy. I fee mothing that will
make it reafonable to feparate from a truly Orthodox Mini-
y where there are no impos'd Forms. WWhen Minifters
and Churches warp off from the fundamental Docirines of
the Chriftian Religion, or will not openly vindicate them,
they are no longer vrue Minifters and true Churches of
CHRIST ; 2 Tim 3. 8. Senfuality and Lasnefs of
Difcipline creps into a Church, or Lifelefunefs in publick
Adminiftrations, are Things to be lamenied, but not fuf-
ficient Grounds of Separation 5 Phil. 3. 15. If every
Time a Minifter is in a dead or low [rame, Chrifiians
may be encouraged to [eparate from bis Miniftry, wie
fball foon bave Ephraim againft Manaflen, and Ma-
nafleh againft Ephraim, and both againft Judah.

4. BECAUSE young Converts are in great Danger
of feparating upon falfe Principles.  Even the mecr Cir-
cumflance of a complaifant Bebaviour in a Minifter, &
Wigg, or a new Coat, is many Times offenfive to the
tender Confciences of young Converts :  The Tendernefs of
their Confciences 1is apt to rum them into many wrong
Principles 3 and hence they may be led to think thas
Juch circumfEantial Things are fufficient Grourds for Se- =
parations. \

" NOW, though I'm perfwaded that Scparations are
warrantable and highly neceflary where the Miniftry is
corrupt in thofe Things mentioned in the Scrmon, unlefs
it can bappily be redrefs’d a better Way 5 yer I look up-
on the Peace and Unity of the Church of vaft Importance
to the Growth of pure Religion, and by no Means to be
violated where plain Nece_/]zgty does not call for it. The
Way toan Increz;ﬁ: of the Body, and to Edification in
Love, is to be fitly joined and compalted together, Eph.

4. 15.
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4. 15. 16. Union in Heart and Pralice is like the
Dew of Hermon, and the Dew that defcended upon the
Mountains of Zion, where the LORD commanded the
Blefling, even Life for ever more. But Separations,
groundle(s Separations, are to be look’d upon with Dread,
becaufe they are a great Difbonour to GOD, a great Inju-
ry to the Kngdom of CHRIST, and a great Hindrance to
the Edification of the Subjells of that Kingdom. There-
Sore, unlefs of our own jgl‘ves Men arife, fpeaking per-
verfe Things ; teaching dangerous Dollrines 5 awfully
neglecting the” Doélrines of Grace, or oppofing the Works
of Grace, and fo drawing away Difciples after them ;
Juch near Bonds are not to be violated :  But being many
we may be one Body in CHRIST ; and every one
Members one of another. ’ '

. BUT, pc:rbaps, Jome may wonder fill, that I took
fuch a Method 5 and that I bad expos’d myfelf Jo much in
@ Place of fuch Concourfe.

I nced not affign all the Reafons of this, in the moft
publick Manner, but may be allow'd to referve [ome to
communicate another Way. et thus much I will ven-
ture to fay further, That feveral Sermons have heen lately
preack’d and printed, corrupt in Principle, and plainly le-
velld againft the glorions Work of GOD, without any
publick Notice taken of shem that I could find : And I
think it a great Difbonour to Religion that the glorious
Caufe of CHRIST may be flander’d inthe Land, and Men
allow'd the Pulpit, even in the chief Seats of a Country, to
Jeund out their Inveltives againft bis facred Truths and
Work, without fo much as any Animadverfions upon them:
It locks as if Men were inwardly pleas’d to have “the
Caufe wounded, though they did not care to [trike the
Blow themfelues, when they take no Natice of them that
do. - - o ' '

AND
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AND again, it appear’d evident to me that there was

a Difpofition to feparate from all the Miniftry, got into

Jome of the Children of GOD : They bad fix’d wrong

Principles in their own Minds as Reafons for Separation.

There may be [ufficient Reafons for [eparating from fome

in the Miniftry av Bofton, for ought I know : And if

that is true, 'tis the Duty of the whole Church to [eparate

Jfrom them unlefs they can be recover'd :  But I muft con-
Sefs that £ don’t fee[through [eparating from a faithful,
orthodox Miniftry : Nor do I think thofe that encourage

it are innocent before GOD ‘in their fo doing : What

Seripture there is to be found to juftify fuch a Condult I

can't yet Light upon. However fome might be offended

with me for preaching fuch a plain Sermon, and think that

it bore bard upon the Miniftry of that Town, yer I look

upon them as the Minifters of CHRIST, if they don's

deprive themfelves of that Charaéter, nor endeavour to

Jereen them that do.  And (as I told many private Chri-
Stians when at Bofton) I look upon it an artful Device of
tke Devil to crumble the true Church in Pieces, that any

were encouraged to feparate themfelves from all the Minif-

ters there. I have particular Acquanitance with feveralof

them, and have no Reafon to think but that they are Men

of GOD. I can’t yet believe that the LORD FESUS

will ever thank any of my dear Brethren, if they are

Jound Encouragers of Separations upon private Impulfes,
or private Fudgments, when the Grounds of fuch Separa-

tions will not bear the publick Teft. I muft [ayit again,

1 look upon it a fad Omen that any young Chriftians, or o-

thers, think of forfaking the Miniftry of their orthodox

Divines. I perceive that it has been fuggefted as though

I had by fome Meafures, endeavoured to reprefent the ve-

nerable Dr. Sewall as unconverted : °Tis a bafe Mif-

reprefentation of what I faid or ever defign’d. Neverthe-

lefs L'l bear it all, and am afbam’d thar ever I fhew'd

any Diflike to a Sermon of his preach’d Feb. 26. 1741,2.

. before I knew more about it. Let the Reproach fall upon

ne;
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wit 5 for I fnd the Thing. I then fooke againt was ot i
s Bok ot

THE good LORD grant, that, in thefe Days of glori-
ous. Grace, all our Hearts may be made to fow at the Foot
of a glorious and ablolute Sovereign 5 to yield to and em~
brace the great Dottrines and Work of Grace ; and in this
Way [caster the Clouds that have gathered -over - usy:
and give us a fertled Peace! - This-is “what we ought 10
defire and pray for 5 and if God gracioufly hears our Re-
queft, the Difficulties [ubfifting will foon be adjufted. If
GOD will make Ufe of the following Difcourfe ' to thas
End, I [ball have my Defire and Reward.

Lyme, NOV‘. Dy e
1742, .
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- - MarTa. XL 19.
But Wifdom is jufified of ber Children.

HE Occafion of thefe Words was the
: . affuming, oftentatious, and hypocritical Con-
duét of the Scribes and Pharifees. They
: were Men of the higheft Efteem among
. the Fews, for their Learning, Shew of
- Piety, Power and ftri¢t Adherance to the Law. They
gloried much in the Traditions of the Antients, andin
that Righteoufnefs which confifted in Negatives; but -
greatly defpifed the Righteoufnefs, Doétrines and
ﬁllorious Woarks of our Lord and Saviour Jesus CarisTS-
ifty infinuating, that although the Things He did, for
the Vindication of his divine Authority, were more
than buman, yet that they were to be look’d upon as
~ a diabokcal Intreague, and therefore to be rejefted as
the Works of a defigning Impoftor, By fuch Mea-
fures as thefe, purfu’d with plaufible Pretences to the
Laove of the Truth, they prov'd a very unhappy Ob-
firuftion to the Progrefs of the glorious Gofpel of the
blefled Gob. ' '
- Our blefled Lord upbraids them, and all their ob/e-
guious Followers, for joining together on the Dewil's
dide, againft a Caufe that was manifeftly from above ;

and
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and efpecially for doing oftit after many:fal Attempts
and '£$Verfgl Arguments fet before ithzn{ to win glgm ’
over to his Intereft. ‘He reproves theth for their Ar::
rogance and Pride which they difcovered in fertingup*
themfelves, rejefling the great Defigns of divine Grace, ™
and hindering others fromeentering into thé Kingdom of
Heaven, when there wes the cleareft Teftimonies that
it was come among them. Andit is not at all of a Won--
der that he-dealt with: them in fuch gréat’ Plainfefs 3
for they were a cavilling' Generation, that excepted a-
- gainft every Thing and every Perfon almoft, that ap-
peared likely to'ftand in-the Way of their ambitious”
Defigns, or bear hard upon their Honour- This
- baughty Selfithnefs in-them put them upon fear¢hing "
after and carping at; " fometimes the Imprudences or
the Weaknefs of the Inftruments made Ufe of for
the Propagation of .the Gofpel ; and- fometimes the -Abv
furdity they ‘were defirous to findin thi€ great Doc-’
trines which Curist taught, and .the glorious ‘Works
of Mercy and Wonder which he wrought : And thus”
through conceiv’d Prejudices, and the vain Imaginati-
ons of their-own Hearts, they kept'off ‘the impartial
- Confideration of thofe Truths, and that Evidence, of-
fer'd for their Canvittion, ' e
To what, fays our Lord, fball I liken the Men of this.
Generation ? May they not be illuftrated by the Simi-
litude of perverfe Children, whom nothing ‘can befound
‘out to pleafe ? * Are they not of fuch a childifb Obfti-
nacy, though they would be efteem’d-the Oracles of
their Age and Place, that they will find Fault with e~
very ' Body, and every Thing, that-ftands in their
* Way ? Did not Fobn come to them in the moft au=-
Jtere Manner, neither egting Bread, wor drinking Wine 5
but living a Life agreeable to his Dottrines of Selfe
Denial ; and they fay ke hath a Devil? QOn the other
Hand, I am come without any of his Séverities ; free~
ly converfing with ajl Sorts of People, and particular-
by, condefcending to ufe the mof} alluring Meaf.‘ureis’~
\ , with,
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with Publicans and Sinners 5 and for this my Humanity,
they. have treated . my. Perfon and, Charatter with the

cateft Reproach and Injuftice. *Tis even fo with
%({me Men f{ince that Day, who profefs that they are
the Friends of the Lord Jesus : Every one t.jhat'l{a,nds
in their Light is difpleafing ;. and. every Thing that e- .
clipfes their Glory is, to them, a fufficiens, Ground of
Cavil.: Cuxist himfelf, and his glorious Caufe muft
be flandered, when Pride and Luft command it : Whilft
he is building the Temple, and ought to bear away.
all the Glory, the particular Circumitances of his carr
rying on the Work, or the Inftruments he chufes out
to work by, have been fometimes improv’d to fligma-
tize his moft glorious Works, and his Doélrines of
Grace too, with Names of Reproach. :

Bur there are fome, yea-many, I hope, in this
great Aflembly, iz whom CarisT 15 and will be mag-
nified, both by their living Examples of - Faith and
Holinefs, and their ffedfaft Endeavours to defend and
promate his Intereft in the World, to the Glo%of
Gop :  For Wifdom is juftified of her Children. o’
there is a Generation that will exceptagainft the gra-
cious Counfels of Gop, until Publicans and Sinners rife
up and condemn them for their Madnefs, yet the
Htielrtlleratiop of Gopn’s Children will appear to juftify

By #ifdem, 1 underftand, the Lord Jesus CHrisT;
the. ireat Doftrines of the Gofpel; and the glorious
Works of divine Grace, wrought in and upon Men.
And.the Word may well enough be underftood by o-
thers in this fame Light. For the Lord Jesus CHRIsT
is exprefly called the W%dom of GOD ; i. e. the Wif-
dom that the Lord poflefs’d from Everlafting ; one
anointed before all Worlds tobe the Perfon by whom.
the Father would do all his glorious Works ; -the-Per-
“fon in whom are hidden-all the Treafues .of Wifdom.
And the great Doflrines -of Religion alfy, are called.
the- Wifdom swhich is . from Above. ~As Moafes, when he
AT was
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was inftrufted in the moft ufeful Arts and Sciences
- known among the Eiyptiam‘, was.Taid to be leatned in
all their. Wifdom ;5 fo he that is a ready Scribe, well in«
[ftruted in the great Doétrines of Gofpel-Grace, may ba
faid to be learned in the Wifdom.that is from -Above,
And this may as well be underftood to have ‘Refpeét
“to the glorious Work of divine Grace, as in the formex
Senfe: }or divine Wifdom is gloriaufly dii'lplgfd in 'wor-~
king the grcat Doétrines of the Gafpel as Principles
in the Souls of Men, and in cenforming them to the
%ikgncfs-of Him who is the Image of the: insifible
. By Wifdom’s being juftified of her Children; I wre
derftand, that the Lord Jesus CHrist; his Doélrines
and Works, are own’d, acknowledg'd, approv'd and vin-
dicated from the Cavils and unjuf Imputations of the
Wicked, by them that are truly the Children of Gow.
They are concern’d, and very defirous, to clear the Me-
thods of divine Grace, from thof¢ groundlefs Afperfi-
ons that are caft apen them by the Enemies of the
Lord Jesus. T I R
" FromM the Words thus explained, as they aifo ftand
in a near Relation to the precceding Context, I thall
. take Occafion briefly to-touch upon the twe following
Heads, Viz.- ~ ~~ Pt
"~ I. Twould obferve, that the Lord Jesvs Carist, . ik
bis Do@rines and glirious Works of Grace, is forae-
times flander’d, and treated with Contempt, by wicked.
Men. ‘ . BRI
1. °Tis the great- Duty, and real Charaler; of the:
 'Children of GOD, to vindicate the Lord ]usus
CurisT, in hjs great Doétrines .and Works af:
Grace, from the Cauils and Slamders. of wicked
Men. R S
. May Hx ‘who is the eternal Wifdam of Goyp, and
- the Fountain -of all” Grace, affift ‘me in opening, and
' wifely
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4vifely 2pplying thefe Heads of Difcourfe, in a Manner
Juitaptey and with that Evidence and Light fufficiens to
the Day and Occafion; and make whatfhall be offer’d
of real and fpiritual Service to the précious Souls of all
them that may hear, that in hearing they may. pers
ceive and underftand the Truth as i 1s in JEsus!

“ 'L I.am in the fir? Place to fhow that the Lotd
Jesus, in, bis DoSriries and Works of Graze, is fometimes
flander'd and treated with Comtempt by wicked Men. -
Noa fopner did the blefled Jesus appear openly, and
‘begin to give the Teftimonials of his divine Authority,
but the Fews, and efpecialiy the D.fputers of thisWorld
among them, the learned Exponnders and Doctors of
the Law, took many groundlefs Exceptions to the Di-
vinity of his Perfon, the Truth of his Dottrines, and
Glory of his Works. - His Extratt was fo meah that
‘they difdain’d to think he thould be received and ac-
‘knowledged as the promifed and long expeéted Meffiak :
“We know this Man whence be is 5 but when MEssias
‘cometh, no Map knoweth whence he is.. If he was the
‘Son of GOD and Saviour of the World, they would
‘have imagin’d that he muft be alvogether unknown;
'tho’ their own Prophets had told them he thould be of
, ‘the Lineage of David, and born in little Bethlehem.
And his Parents were of the Jower Rank, which was
~a great Stumbhing to them : Is not this the Carpenter's
Son ? is. nop his Mother called Mary ? and are nor bis
“Brethren and Sifters with us® How comes it to pafs
“that one of fuch a mean Original is thus applaudx::d,
'and follow’d as if he was the Redeemer of Ifrael in
“Truth? ‘Whence has he Letters, having never learn-
ed? You may fee how offenfive it was to the Fews
‘to abferve his Wifdom, and his mighty Works, becaufe
they could not bear One fo much beneath them in
their awn Efteem, fhould outthine them in the Efteem
of others.. And then, his outward Condition, the Man-
-ner of his coming, his Attendants, his Equipage, were
oL ‘ " B ’ i . great
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great Difappointments to them. . They looked for 3
Prince to come in great external Splendor, to take State
upon him, and to appear with the moft glorious and
magnificens Attendance : but he came riding upon an
Afs, and the Fole of an Afs; and, in the Eye of the
World, made a very de/picable Figure ; he was rejefted
of Men, and defpifed of thePeople. And, as was na-
‘tural to expect from Men blinded by Luft and Preju-
dice, and bent to pleafe themfelves and gratify a vain
Mind,theylooked upon hisDoétrines to be hardSayings;
-as indeed they were hard to Flefh and Blood, the Coun-
fellors they advifed with. They were direitly oppos’d
to their receiv’d Maxims and Rules ; calculated to
beat down the lofty Imaginations of a proud Heart;
and confequently muft be fet at Nought. ’Tis no Won-
der then, that all his mighty Works of Compaflion
that were done among them, and in the Country round
~about, were laid to magic Art. How could it be ex-
‘peéted that they fhould acknowledge them to be di-
vine, when they were fo crofs to their Pride and am-
bitious Intentions ? - Is it any Wonder that they cry
out, He cafleth out Devils, by Beelzebub the Prince of the
“Devils ! Tis true, all their Prejudices againf{t him were
- unreafcnable, becaufe he came and taught -and did the
fame Things in the fame Manner that the Scriptures
_had foretold of Him that fhould come : but nothing
~wou'd convince them while they were under the go-
- verning Influence of a proud Heart. ,
- Nerruer were the Fews the only People that ftum-
bled at the divine Miffion, the Doftrines,and gracious
- Works of the Lord Jesus Curist ; but the Greeks ex-
c~oted asain{t them too, and counted them Foolifh-
-nefs. The Doltrines he taught were new to them,
ad oppofize to the Maxims and Rules they had efta-
blthed : They were very loth to condemn their
“old Cuftoms, and give up the Superftitions which the
and their Predeceflors had fallen in with, Thoug
" Cuitom is no reafonable Argument againft a Change,
' - ¥eL
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et, if a receiv’d Opinion be ever fo abfurd, or an In-
Yitution embrac’d ever fo carnal, Men are ready to
Jlart at_any -Doétrine or Cuftom oppofire thereto, for
Fear of Innovations. This begat Prejudices in the
Mind of Gentile Sinners, and made them cavil againft
Jesus Curist, and his Scheme of Doftrines taught in
the Gofpel, though urged with the ftrongeft Motives.
And bq'g(es,-though Simplicity in relating Truth is the
reateft Praife that could be of the Relator, yet the
Plainnefs of the Relations given was not agreeable to
their itcching Ears. They wanted to be tickled up
- with artful Eloquence, and amufed with fpeculative’
Matters and vain Philofophy.  Therefore - to hear a
plain Story about the Nature of Regeneration, the O-
perations of the Holy Spirit, the arbitrary Pleafure of
GOD in the Difpenfation of his Grace, and the like
great Truths of the Gofpel, were hard Things, and
they would not receive them : they wanted to be
footh’d with Grecian Art; but Curist fpake not in
the inticing Words- of Manw's Wifdem, but in. the De-
monfEration of the Spirit and with Power.. :
AND after our blefled Lord had triumph’d over the
Oppofition of JFews -and Greeks, and had rid forth in
Majefty upon this Word of Truth until Pride and
Cavil. fell under him, many of his profe/s’d Difciples af-:
fum’d his Throne, and made it much of their Care.
and Study o hide the Truth, and throw the greateft
Blemithes upon the pure and moft importans Doétrines
of the Gofpel. In the early Ages of Chriftianity the
Gold become dim, and the moft fine Gold was changed ;
the Glory of Gofpel-Grace was obfcured, and the
grecious Stones in the building of the Church were
ardly diftinguifbable from common Rubbith. The
Manichean, Sabellian and Arian Herefies firft of all
fprang up in the fecond and third Centuries of the Chri-
ian Church, theugh they have been.zealoufly efpou-
fed fince thofe Pays. - The Pelagian Herefies ; concerning
Original 8in, that the Imputation of Guilt is a Reflec-.
R / ton
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tion upon the glorious Perfettions of Gop j and comw
gerning the Liberty of Man fince the Apoftacy, that
his Power to will fpiritual Good, to turn from Sin to
GOD, to believe inthe Lord Jesus Crrist, and main
tain good Works in an evangefical Senfe, is the fame.
fince as tefore the Fall of 4dam : thefe barefac’d and
treadful Errors were as early and generalin' their Spread
as the other, And agreeable to what might be ex-.
petted to accompany or follow fuch Soul-deftroying

Opinicns, fremuous Oppofition has rifen up againt
the abfolute Sovereignty of GOD, .particular Elettion:
and Redemption, irrqg?)t‘ible Grace, and other mofk
important Doftrines ot the Chriftian Religion. Thus
there have been Fighters againft GOD, from whence
Divifions have fprung up among profeffed Chriftians;.
Schifins on one Side, and juftifiable Separations on the
other. And though Divifions among Profeffors, fhou’d
never be im uteg to the pure Dottrines of Grace, nor
ta a fteadfaft Adhcrence to them, but to fome other
Caufe; yet they have been fo perverted by finful.
Men, as to be made the Occafion of much Stumbling:
at the Stumbiing-Stone and Rock of Offence. How of-
tea have the moft important Doétrines and moft glo-
rious Works of divine Grace, been reprefented as
fuch Abfurdity that it would be a Reproach to the
Reafen of Mankind to believe them ? : S
But the Lord Jesus CHRIsT was never treated with
greater Contempt, never oppofed with greater Bold-
nefs in the Proteftant World, by Cavils and repeated
Exceptions taken againft the moft important Doétrines
of glorious Grace, than hasbeen fince the Year 1708.
The Arian, Trinitarian, Arminian and Pelagian Here-
fies, have been reviv'd with more than common Free-
dom and Aflurance. Some have fet up Refineries to
purge out the Drofs and grofs Parts that are moft vi-
fible to Men in general, and with their Purgations
wou’d vend them for Gold ; though they are ftill the
fame Metal as before: but the World is in greatex
' Danger
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Danget of miftaking them for fomething better' m,
Kmfe How: far a temparizing. Difpofition in the Or-
thodow; a Difpofition that by wretched Abufe, puts on
the excellent :Name:of Charity ; how far, I fay, this
Difpofition’ has contributed to thefe Corruptions I
need, not examine at prefent, but leave it with the
Judicious to confider. But ’tis a phin Cafe, thzt.t.he
great Doétrines of the Gofpel, fuch as the fpiritual
Impotence of Man, his Deadnefs, the univer/al Cor-.
raption of the whole Nature, and its Liablenefs to the
Pains of Hell:forever ; the Neceflity of an infinite Sa-
tisfaction, Jufkification. by Faith alene, Elettion from
the meer goad Pleafure of Gop,and the like Doétrines,
have been attack’d with open Difdain in Preteflant
Countries : And when fuch Opennefs will not bear,
then the Poifon has been gilded over,-that fo it might
be receiv’d without being diftingmfhed from pure
Gofpel, Hew great is the Number- among the Lear-
ned that are manifeftly grown weary of our Puritanical
Doétrines, even thou.gf ’tis obvious to any impartial
Obfervers that Gop is pleafed to honour the Preach-
ing of them with the moft illuftrious Succefs ? Have
not fome of the moft celebrated Modern Writers; ftuf-
fed their Books with Arguments and Exceptions a--
gainft thefe plain Proreffans Doftrines of - the Refors
mationi ? - And doubtlefs, the fame Exceptions againft
them have been heard from the Pulpit as read from
the Prefs. Nor s it an Evidence of a cenforious Spi-
rit, if we fhould. think fome of thefe Exceptions are
taken, and thofe Here{ies propagated in Difguife by
mmany, efpecially where they are a little aw’d by pub-
lick Conrrssions of Farte :. Some carnal Views may
make them unwilling tobe reckon’d up among Oppo-
fers of the great Dottriries receiv’d and eftablith’d in
the reformed, and particularly, in the diffenting Chur.
ches. Why fhould we think otherwife of fuch as are
evidently impatient under the faithful Miniftration of
the Doftrines of Grace ¥ And what fhall we thinl;
. P . : (0)
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of thofe that dare come out a little bolder, and zeal-

oufly endeavour to réprefent thofe moft important.
Doétrines as needlefs to be preach’d or much concer-.
ned about ? And yet, are there not fome that go

further than thefe, and f2ab the Charaéter of thezeal-.
ous Affertors of thefe Doétrines, whilft they beftow

loud Encomiums and Applaufes upon the Writers a--
gainft them ? Is there any Chriftian Charity in fup-.
pofing that Man to be a true Friend to the great Dac~:
trines of Grace, who fpends his Time and ufes his In-
fluence to vindicate and fupport the known Enemies of:
them, if they are found in any publick Offices ? Such -
a Man is but zoo much like an Officer, who, under
Pretence of Love to the City andits Immunities, leads:
forth his Guards Night and Day for a Shew of Defence -
from expeted Armies, and yet fuffers its moft dangerous. .
Enemies to hide and fculk in its very Bowels, watching
and waiting under the greateft Advantages, for fome .
fit Time to let in fudden and certain Deftruétion. But.
I may have Occafion to fpeak fomething further up-.
on this"in the Improvement, and therefore I pafs on ta

fay, " .
XI‘HAT not only the great Dottrines of the Gofpel,

but the glorious Works of divine Grace have:been the
Subje@ of Ridicule and Contempt among Men. By a

Work of Grace I don’t mean any fuch Frieks of Ima-

gination, by which any have been lead afide, either
formerly or more lately. Men may have great Starts

of Sorrow at they don’t know what ; and as great:
‘Flathes of Joy they don’t know why : They may be
blown up from the Ageney of fome other Power be-

fides that which is divine. But by a Work of divine

Grace I mean, that Work of the Holy Spirit, by.
which fecure Sinners are awakened, convinced and hum- .
bled at the Footftool of divine Sovereignty : By:
which alfo a Principle of fupernatural Life is infufedin-

to their Souls, the glorious Objeés of the Gofpel pre-.
fented to their View, ‘their Underftandings opened tlcc)l;
" ‘ beho
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behold their Glory and Suitablenefs, ther Wills ena-
bled to chufe and their 'AffeCtions to embrace them. A,
glorious Work indeed ! By which of a Sinner, Manbes
comes a Saint;and from his Expofednefs to the Fury
of Devils, he is entitled to the Joys of Angels ! A
Work that has been carried on more or lefs 1n gll Pe-
riods of the Church unto this Day. Sometimes the.
Subjeéts of this glorious and rich- Grace have been
many in a Day : They have been feen flying as
a Cloud, both for Speed and Number, to the
Lord Jesus Curist, and flocking as Doves to the Win-
dows of the Church. At other Times, the Glory of
Facob has been made thin, and the Fatnefs of his
Fleth has waxed lean-; the ingathering of Souls is
made like the Gleanings after a plentiful Harveft, or
the gathering of Grapes when the Vintage is over. . .
But efpecially thefe glorious Works of divine Grace,
.may be confider'd with Refpeét to the furprifing and
numerous Converfions in our Land the two paft Years,
when our Sons have come from- far, and our Daughters

~were nurs’d up by our Sides. When we faw it our
.Hearts were enlarged, and our Joy broke out as an

overflowing River : We flow’d together with Tranf- -
_ports of Wonder to behold the Multitudes that came
up with Acceptance on the Altar, and Gop glorifying
the Houfe of his Glory. Now, though thefe are truly
the glorious Works of aftonithing and adorable Grace,
-and are as eafily prov’d to be fo, as that the Scriptures
are the Word of Gop ; yet nothing is more obvious
than that many, not only among the common People,
but Men of Figure in the World boldly aflault thefe
_great and aftonithing Works of our Lord Jesus Curist,
with Scorn and Slander, and feem to watch for fome-
thing to lay hold of for their utter Overthrow. Some-
times they objet that the Terrors upon Men’s. Minds
.are too great to be the genuine Fruits of the Spirit’s
Convicton of Sin : But fuch Objettors think but verK
partially of the many Similitudes by which this Wor'f
‘ o
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of the Spirit is reprefented in the Bible. ' I can hard-
ly believe they would objeét againft a Perfon’s being,
as greatly terrified as any they have feen, if he had
a fharp Arrow in his Heart, or Swotd piercing be-
tween the Joints and the Marrow. And 'why fheu’d
it be efteem’d as an unreafonable Thing for a poor Sinner
2o beas greatly terrified as fuch a Perfon, whenhis Eyes
are opened to fee the Sins of his Life, and the Sin of his
Nature, and the Sword of divine Juftice whet and bran-
‘difh’d in the Hand of an angry Gob, coming eut a-
- gainft him, and juft ready to cut him off, and appoint
him a dreadful Portion with Unbelievers ? Sometimes
they objeét that the Conviétion is teo fbert to prepare
- the Soul for receiving the Lord Jesus ChrisT. But I
- beg fuch Perfons to confider with the utmoft Seriouf-
nefs, whether they are not making a Righteoufnefs of
Convittions:  If itisnot fo that they imagine a Per-
~ fon muft needs be under a Work of the Law, for
~ Weeks or many Months or Years together, in erder
1o work up fome good Affeftions in his Heart, why
thould they prefume to Butt and Bounp the holy One
of Ifrael 2 Can’t he do his own Work in a fhort as
well as in a long Time ? Did he not eonvert Thou-
fands at the Preaching of a fingle Sermen in the 4pa-
Stle's Days 2 And muft he take a long Time té do
‘that wow, which he has done in @ few Minutes ? Can’t
he break the ftouteft Heart, and fubdue the moft ftub-
‘born Will, in a Moment as well as in a Year' ? Or
‘has the Scriptures given any Intimatiens that Gephas
bound himfelf to do this Work in a mere gradual and
leifurely Way ?---But then, fomstimes they obje& that
the Foys are too bigh in a&ive Converfion, or after Ex-
-ercifes of Grace : They can’t believe fuch Extafies
-are the Effe€ts of any gracious Difcoveries. I wifh
to Gop fuch Objettors would look back upon them-
felves, and "conﬁlder‘ whether ever they had any true
‘Difcoveries of the Face of a reconciled Gop in Jesus
-Currst. And if they have had, were not deﬂFe&é
. O
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* eof them; notonly quickening, Soul-abafing atd Heart-

purifying ; but alfo Soul-ravithing ?.I muft needs fay
that fuch an Exception taken, looks like the Objecs
tion of fome poor {elf-deluded Soul: for though Men
may have falle Joys, and fuch Raptures as are atten-
ded with Self-Ealtation, and the like; yet one fpiri-
tual Difcovery of a glorious Gobp in Curist; brings
greater Joy than the Joy of Harveft. -+-- But whatever
Spring Cavils arife from, or whatever Difficulties come
into Men’s Minds, certain it is that many are Cavillers
againft the glorious Work of Grace ; yea; many more
are indeed fo, than are willing to be efteem’d fo.
Why elfe are all the vifible Detetts and Imprudences
of the profe/s’d Subjeéts of this glorious Grace, fet off -
in a Manner moft difadvantageous to the Work, and
that upon the Houfe-Top ?----I would by no Means
difcourage any Perfon from giving ail 3:16 Caution
and Reproof, to the happy Subjeéts of this Grace, for
their unbappy Miftakes : *Tis doubtlefs the important
Duty of every Chriftian to admonifb, exhort, rebukey
inftruft, in his Place, according to his Opportunity: a
ftraying Brother needs this kind Office from a gentle
Hand, and fometimes he needs fbarp Rebukes that he
may be found in the Faith. And ’tis beyond Queftion
with me, that thereis great Need of {peaking to fome
Chriftians, in thefe Days of glorious Grace, as the A-
poftle Paul fpake once and again, to the Corinthians,
not as unto Jpiritual, but as unto carnal ; yet as unto
Babes in Curist Jesus. But whilft fome have gone in-
to {uch Chriftian Steps for' the Reformation of mani-
Jfejt Irregularities, and have been blefling Gobp for the
Work, and done their utmoft to encourage it, and
vindicate it from thofe Exceptions taken becaufe of Ir-
regularities : Others have as eagerly gathered together

_ all the ill Things they could hear of, and held them up

before the Eyes of Men, with plain Defign to keep
them from taking Notice of thefe Things which are
the genuine Fruits of the Holy Spirit.----FHow mich

. C " of
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of their precious Time, in fpent is enquiring after and
Joreading abroad the irregular Condut of the Friends
of this ' Work ; but how little in blefling the Lord for
the abundant Riches of his glorious Grace confpicuous
ini turning Multitudes from Darknefs to Light, from
the Power of Sin and Satan to the living Gop ? How
wittyor judicious do they feem to be, in their Train of In-
ferences, and fage Refleétions upon imperfeét finful
Worms ?  How fwift to utter any Thing that looks
likely to bring this Grace of the Lord Jesus into Con-
tempt 3 bnt how flow to hear and believe the Truth 2 -
If they can lay hold of any Thing utter’d that favours
of Enthufiafin or Diforder, thefe are difplay’d in lively
Colours ; and then the Hearers are fummon’d up to
attend the common Enquiry, is this the Work of GOD?
Iwould put another Queftion to fuch Perfons which
may be as neceflary to be refolv’d in this Day as the
former, and that is whether ever they experimentally knew
what a Work of faving Grace upon the Soul was ? 1
can’t but think that experienc’d Chriftians would thow
more Refpett to the glorious Work of Gop, than if
hard Rocks had brought them forth, and cruel Tygers
nurs’d them up. Isit an Evidence of Friendfhip to
this Work of GOD, to catch at all the Irregulatities
that can be found or heard of, toentertain our Neigh-
boursor the Publick with them, and hide the Glory of
the Times under fuch a Cleud ? o
Trus it has beenall along inthe Church of CHrisT,
and is fo flill : Many have and do take groundlefs
Exceptions againft the great Do€trines and moft glorious
Works of divine Grace.----Blefled be the Gob of in-
finite Compaflions, who has preferv’d fome in every
Peried of the Church ; and at this Day has a great
Army which, I truft, will be found ready to ftand up
in the Vindication of his Caufe, and not be atham’d
of the Gofpel of CHrisT, nor of the glorious Works
of his Grace, tho’ they are ever fo finfully flander'd

by a carping World, '
& L. Warcr
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II. WHicH brings meto obfervein the fecond Place,
That it is the great Duty and real Charafler of the
Children of Gob, to vindicate the Lord Jesus
Curist in his great Dottrines and Works of
gi'ace, from the Cavils and Slanders of wicked

en.

*T1s not fufficient with them that they are not
found aftually fighting againft the great Doétrines of
the Gofpel, or the glorious Works of divine Grace :
They do not think 1t enough that they are not under-
mining the Intereft and Kingdom of Chrift : They
will not fet ftill as idle Spectators, whilft a fagacious De-
vil, with all his bufy Under-Strapers are endeavouring
to force the Lord Jesus out of his Throne, and gffer-
ing Violence to the great Truths of the Chriftian Re-
ligion : But they look upon themfelves cali’d to do all
they can in their refpetive Places, to refcus a glorious
Caufe bafely injur'd ; to pluck down the ftrong Batte-
ries erefled againft it 5 to defeat, if poffible, the grand
Defign of a formidable Hoft of Enemies, and to main-
tain the Throne of a fovereign GOD, and all the afton-

“ithing Works of Grace, againft the groundlefs Excep-
tions of wicked Men. o
Bur if it fhouldbe enquired here ; How the Children

* of Gob are to vindicate the Lord Jesus Curist in the

eat Doétrines and glorious Works of his Grace,
rom the Cavils and Slanders of wicked Men ?:--I will

reply briefly, v
1. BY an open and frank Acknowledgnient of them te-
fore the World. Whatever they fuffer for their Fi-
delity, yet the fubftantial Parts of Religion they arc
openly to confefs ; Matth. 10. 32. Indeed, Things
meerly circumitantial or indifferent, Chriftians are not
oblig'd to torment themfelves about : ’Tis very pof-
fible to be fcrupulous to a Fault in thofe Matters
where Chriftians are not cali’d to expofe themfelves ;
but if they have Faith they fhould have it to them-
felves before Gop. But with Refpeét to the great
Ca Deétrines
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* Doétrines of the Gofpel and the glorious Works of

divine Grace, Chriftians are exprefly commanded to
confefs CHRIST before Men, and not to be afbamed of
his Teftimony, 2 Tim, 1, 8., If therefore they thou'd,
from any Confideration, refufe to acknowledge the
grear Dottrines or glorious Works- of divine Grace in
the open Light, this would be look’d upon, by the
great Authcr of our Religion, an implicite difowning
and cafling Reproach upon him. He efteems fuch
~hiding Difciples rather a Difhonour than a Credit to

‘his Caufe : And no Wonder ; for they withhold.

from him that Reputation which he may reafonably
~expett from them, and that Strength which their o-
pen and frank Acknowledgement of him might give
to his Intereft. This then, muftbe one Way inwhich
the Children of Gop are to vindicate thefe Doétrines
~and gracious Works of Jesus Curist : They muft
be ready upon every fit Opportunity totell the World

- what Doctrines they believe, in what Way they ven- -
_ture their Souls upon Curist for Salvation, and what

_they look upon a Work of faving Grace upon the

Souls of others, ‘ »
- 2. By intreating their Fellow-Creatures to embrace
the fame Gofpel, and to fall in withthe fame Way for
their Salvation. Chriftians in general, as well as’ Mi-
nifters in particular, are Debtors to others ; to the
- Jew and to the Barbarian ; to Men of all Conditions
and Nations, Friends and Enemies : What St. Paul
fays to Timorby is applicable to all Chriftians according
to their Talents and Opportunities, 2 Tim, 2. 25, 26.
As they venture their Souls in this Way, and find
Sweetnefs and Safety in it, ’tis but the Part of Chri-
ftian Charity for them, when they fee a precious Soul
purfuing. its own Deftruétion, to invite and befeech the
- poor Sinner to return and embark upon the fame Bat-
tom with themfelves, And they would be deeply guil-
ty of fuffering Sin upon their Brother, if they did pot
rebuke him when they fec him forcing his Way to e-l
~ terna
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ternal Ruin, through all the Reftraints of Religion, and
the Offers of Grace through an All-fufficient Savi-
our. How then can Men be faid to vindicate the
Doétrines of the Gofpel and the Works of divine
Grace, when they fee bold Sinners deriding and tramp-

_ling upon them, ‘and do not engage, to their Power,

“to win them over to an Acquaintance with and - Ac-
knowledgment of them ?

3. BY zealoufly efpoufing them againft oppofing Ene-
mies. 'Tis good always to be 2ealoufly affeted in a
good Thing : And true Chriftian Zeal ought to rife .

"1 Proportion to the Importance of the Caufe about
. which it is employ’d. Men muft furely, then, give
up all Pretences to Chriftianity, if they are not zealoufly
careful to fee the great Doétrines and glorious Works of
Curist honoured, & asmuch concern’d to fee them dif-
. honoured. If they dare not come out againft the bolde/?
* Attacks, and oppofe the carnal Prejudices of the moft
haughty Enemies, it illy becomes them to wear the
_ Chriftian Name. With what Light and Flame did
Paul efpoufe the great Doétrines and glorious Works
of Grace ? How did he oppofe the World -that
ftood in his Way ? How did the primitive Chrifti-
"ans ftand in a trying Day ? Surely they had great-.
er Trials and Difficulties to go through than any of
our Time; Eph. 6. 12. And yetthey went forward and
. got the Viétory through Carist JEsus the Captain of
their Salvation. Neither may Chriftians in thefe
Days fhut their Mouths or keep Silence, when they
fee a glorious Caufe fuffering, or in Danger of an
- Overthrow, and it is in their Power to afford any
Relief. : :
4. BY fuffering any Thing for them rather than have
them trod upon. ’Tis true, no Man is call’d to tun
~ himfelf into needlefs Sufferings ; nor to expofe him-
~ {elf to them when he can avoid it with a good Con-
" fcience. Our Lord will never thank any of his Chil-
dren for inviting finful Men to affli€t them, by any
' imprudent
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imprudent and unreafonable Expreffions of their Zeal
for the Truth. But whenever they are calid to it
upon any fit Occafion, they are to make abold and open
Profeffion and Vindication of the great Doétrines and
Works of Grace, let the Confequence to them be what
Gop will. Some Men can appear very bold when
there is no Obftruétions : They can plead zealoufly
for the Doftrines of the Gofpel, and the glorious
Work of divine Grace, if they don’t hazzard their
Reputation among their Friends ; but rather than give
up even this, the glorious Caufe of Curist muft fall a
Viétim to the Pride and Rage of its Adverfaries.
They are fo far from quiting all to be the Followers
of Jesus, that they will not part with their Honour
which they receive one of another for the Sake of CHrisT
and the Gofpel. But thofe that would vindicate Jesus
CurisT in his great Doétrines and glorious Works of
Grace, muft give up all at his Command: They muft
ftand for the Defence of this Caufe, though Father or
Mother, or deareft Friends ftand againft them : Tho’
they fhould be loaded with Chains and hated of all Men ;
though it be with the Lofs of all worldly Enjoyments
and Interefts ; though they are ever fo much expofed
for the Teftimony of Jesus ; yet they muft not be-

have as thofe that are athamed of the Truth, but join -

in Company with fuch as endure Reproach, even
tho’ they fhould be a Gazing-Stock forit, Did the Chil-
dren of Gob in the Beginning of Chriftianity think
any Thing #oe muck to bear, or too dear to part with
for this fame Caufe ? They toek joyfully obe z:ailing of
their Goods, endured Fines, Imprifonments, Reproach-
es, ruining of their dear Families ; yea, they wentup
and died, many of them, for the Name and Caufe of
Jesus. Nor may Chriftians of later Times efteem the
glorious Caufe lefs than they did, if it fhould be defer-
. ted and defpifed by ever fo many of the degenerate
Offspring of faithful Servants, and Sufferers. for
CHRWT. : I

]
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If you ask why the Children of Gop are bound and
inclin'd to vindicate the Lord Jesus Curist in the great
Dofétrines and glorious Works of His Grace ?

1 anfwer, _

1. THEIR Love to God binds and inclines them here-
to. None can reafonably doubt whither the Children
of Gob love him with all their Heart, and with all their
Soul, and with all their Mind, and with all their Strength.
They behold his adorable Perfeftions as moft amiable
in CHrisT JEsus, efteem and defire Him above all, and
take the moft complacential Delight in Him as their
greateft Good : . All temporal Enjoyments and Prefer-
ments are very low in their Efteem compar’d with their
Love to and Delight in Gop. He is a Being fo tran-
Jecendantly glorious in their Eyes, that the greateft Mon-
archs of the World, yea the whole Univerfe dwindles
away to a fmall Drop of the Bucket before Him, when
- He thines in His amazing Beauty, Majefty and Glory

upon their Souls. Butis it poffible to behold the glo-
rious Excellency of the Lord ; to efteem and defire
Him above all 1n Heaven and Earth ; to view Him
a reconciled Gop and merciful Father in Jesus CHRIST 3
to take the higheft Complacency in Him as the only
and all-fufficient Good ; to have greater Gladnefs of
Heart 1n the Light of his Countenance, than ir the
Increafe of Corn and Wine and Oil, and all worldly
Good ; to be fil'd with Love to His Holinefs and
Elftice, his abfolute Sovereignty and infinite Wifdom,

is Power and Goodnefs, Witlz all his other divine
Attributes ; is it poffible, I fay, thus to be wrap’d up
in divine Love, and not zealoufly efpoufe the great
and moft important Doétrines of our holy Religion,
and the moft glorious Works of Grace 2 Thefe are
thie Tokens of his moft excellent Majefty, His fove-
reign and ftupendous Goodnefs.  Surely that Man
that pretends to love Gop above all, and can never-
thelefs, quietly fee Works of divine Grace run down,
- and the great and moft important Doétrines of the
Gofpel
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Gofpel hid, or very much loaded with the Rubbifh of
Men'’s carnal Reafonings, give but too plain an Evi-
dence that he fets carnal SELF above Gob, inftead of
loving God above all. The greateft Opportunities
Men have to exprefs their Love to Gob, are the Times
when they are call'd outto defend the moft important
Articles of the Chriftian Religion, and moft wonderful
Works of divine Grace, againft the unreafonable Ca-
vils of their Adverfaries. If our Souls have truly
faid unto Him, Thou art my GOD, yet our Goodnefs ex~
tends not unto Him, but at moft to the Honour of His
great NaME in the World ; to the Defence of His
Doctrines and glorious Caufe : And as we regard,
vindicate or negle&t thefe, He efteems himfelf honour’d
or reproach’d by us. Hence therefore, it is manifeft
that fupreme Love to Gob binds, and if in lively Ex-
ercife will powerfully incline us to defend and vindi-
cate thefe great Truths, and this glorious Work of
Grace. .

2. CHrisT Jesus as Redeemer righteoufly expects this
of all his Children, of every Condition and Degree.
They not only owe this Service to Gopb, who is infi-
nite}y worthy of their higheft Love, as a Being of

' tranfcendant Excellency, and demands their Love and

Service as their great Lord and Proprietor ; but this

" is alfo due from them to the Man CHrisT JEsvus, as he
is the alone Saviour of all them that believe: for he
has bought them with a Price 5 a Price that cannot be
equal’d by Thoufands of Rams, and ten Thoufands of
Ruvers of Oil ; by the Fruit of the Body, or the Cat-
tle upon a thoufand Hills ; the invaluable Price of his
own moft precious Blood, which was freely thed for
the Remiffion of Sins. And therefore he may juftly .
call them who are Redeemed, to glorify GOD in their
Bodies and in their Spirits, which are his : According
as Gob has diftributed to every onea Meafure of Gifts
and Grace, and as the Lord has called every one, fo
are all his Children to walk and improve their Taleng

' ' ‘an




4
Wifdom Juftified of -her Children: 25

and Opportunities for the Defence of the Gofpel, and
the Work of divine Grace. Andis it not moft reafona-
bte that Jesus Curist, the gracious Redeemer, fhould
be ferved of His Ciuidren in the Caufe of his blefled
Gofpel, feeing he has refcu’d them out of the Paws of
the devouring Lion,.and redecin’d them from their Sla-
very to Sin and eternal Deatr ? Has not this afton-
ithing Work of Grace and Picy coft him infinitely more
than all their Services and Sufferings in His Caufe can
amount to ; even though they fhould ferve Him in
the Gofpel, at the Expence of Reputation, Liberty,
and at laft of Life ic felf 2 They owe even their
own Selves to Him, and every Thing that they enjoy
of a temporal and fpiritual Nature. Therefore Hedocs
thém -no Injury when He calls for their Talents and
their ALL to be given up to Him, and employ’d, if
need be, in the Defence of the Gofpel. .
3. THEY are under the moft folern Ties of 4 Cove-
nant-Vow hereto.. They, and all that they have, are
dedicated in the moft folemn Manner to GOD the Fa-
ther, Sonand Holy Ghoft, by the facred Vows of their
.Baptifm. In this Dedication they engaged to renounce
‘the World, the Flefh and the Devil, and to cleave to
the Lord, and to Him only. And fince that fir/2 De-
dication, how many Times in their Clofets upon their
Knees before Gop ; in the Family, in publick Affem-
blies, at Sacraments, and under various Providences,
have they as folemnly renew’d this Oath of the Cove-
nant 2 And have they not as often bound themfelves
to confecrate their Time and Talents and all to the
.great Interefts of the Kingdom of Curist ? If then,
" from any carnal Views, through the Fears of the Dif-
pleafure or the Hopes of the Favour of any Man ; if
.from any cowardly Spirit, or-other temporal Confide-
~ration, they refufe to come forth to the Help of the
Lord, or negleé to do their utmoft, e/pecially for the
Vindication of his fuffering Caufe, they are guilty of
‘vebbing Gop himfelf. BDynﬁlch a Neglet they lie un-
. “der



26 Wifdom juftified of ber Children.

der the greateft Guilt, by an exprefs Violation of their
baptifmal Vow, after a repeated Renewal of it. A
meer Difingagednefs for the Defence of the moft im-
portant Doétrines of the Gofpel and moft furprizing
Works of divine Grace, islook'd upon by Curist him-
felf, as being employ’d in the Service and Caufe of the
Devil, and a Vindication of finful Lufts. Here then,
is Perjury and Sacrilege with a Witnefs, whether it be
found at the Doors of Minifters or private Chriftians.
This is for Men to betray CHrisT Jesus with a Kifsas
treacherous Fudas did : 1t is a delufive Mockery for
His profefled Followers to refufe doing all that lies in
their Power according to their feveral Stations, to
advance His Name and Intereft, His great Gofpel-

Doétrines, and the glorious Works of his Grace.-
4. THE Reafon of Man approves the Doétrines of our
holy Religion, and the glorious Works of divine Grace.
’Tis true, the Scribes-and Pharifees had many rooted
Prejudices againft our Lord Jesus Curist, the Doc-
trines he taught, and the miraculous Works which he
did, when perfonally upon Earth : The Greeks and
Gentile Sinner alfo cavil'd, and were ready to eftéem
every Thing Foolithnefs that was contrary to their
received Maxims and Rules. So, many in the feve-
ral Periods of the Chriftian Church, and particularly in
our Day, have aflaulted the moft important Dotrines.
and moft furprizing Works of Grace with bold Cavils
and open Slander. But however, Gob in his holy,and
wife Government, fuffers it to be fo, that fome {how’d
aftually reproach and others finfully neglet them, yet
found Reafon will never reproach any Man for believ-
“ing and earneftly defending them againft the Cavils of

the boldeft Sinners. ' _ -
ParTIcULARLY, with Refpeét to the great Doétrines
of Grage, fuch asthe abfolute Sovereignty of Gob, par-
ticular Ele€tionand Redemption, Effeftual Calling; and
others join’d in the fame Chain ; unprejudic’d Reafon
will never reprove any Man for giving his fulleft 1{31'-
ent
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fent'to this Scheme of Doétrines ; nor for defending
them both in Theory, and as inwrought Principles in the
" SouJs-of Men, To give all thefe a diftinét Confide-
ration would fwell into Volumes ; and belides, the
have been confider’d from Time to Time by able Di-
vines, fufficiently clear to fatisfy any Man of a teacha-
ble Difpofition. Yet fuffer me to fay, that they are
Dottrines clearly tanght in the holy Scriptures, and
the Children of Gop are taught them fenfibly by the
Holy Spirit : They have felt the Power of themupon
their Hearts, and thofe that are Strangers to a fesfthle
Apprehenfion of their Truth, are alfo Strangers to
Jesus Curist and to themfelves. The Myfterioufnefs
of fome of them, and the other Difficultics thrown in-
to the Way of others, are norational Arguments againft
the Truth of them ALr. There never was any Scheme,
among the greateft Philofophers, of explaining how
the Rays of the Sun give Light and Heat, but what
had its Difficulties : Neither has any one Man fo
clearly open’d the Theory of Vifion, but that therere-
mains a Myftery in it ftill : But have any rejeted
thefe Things as incredible becaufe of fbme particular
Objections againft them ? And muft wereject thofe
Doftrines as incredible which come recommended to
our Belief with fufficient Evidence, meerly becaufe of
fome Difficulties arifing in Men’s Minds about the
Manner of their being true ? This furely would be
a moft unfair Way of arguing, and indeed no Argu-
ment at all againft the Truth of them, Neither will
the Children of Gop that are born from above rejett
them from fuch Confiderations, or difpute againft them,
unlefs their Hearts are much better than their Heads,
and they are deferted of Gop. For they are not only
taught plainly in the Bible, but they have felt the
Truth and Power of them upon their own Souls ; and
£omfequently will according to their Capacitics and Pla-
ces, endeavour to vindicate them from the “groundle/s
‘Cavils of unreafonable Men, and urge them aglqinﬁphe
: icentious
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licentious Dettrines of the contrary-Scheme.  And ne
Wonder ; for this is the Scheme of Doftrines that
ftains the Glory of all Flefh, and exalts the Throne.
ofaneternal Gop ; whilft the contrary Scheme of Doc-
trines leads Men to fettle upon' their Lees, to throw
haughty Contempt upon the Majefty of Gob, apd to
fill Men’s Hearts with lofty Imaginations concerning
themfelves. And truly, what better can be expefted
from the Doétrines of Free-Willy Univerfal Redemp-
tion, good Works before Juftification, Refiftance: of
the effediuat Grace of Gop, and the like ; what bet-
ter, 1 fay, can be expefted from fuch Doftrines as
the'e, than to pull down a glorious Gop from the Throne
of His abfolure Sovereignty, and (if I may be allow'd
the Phraie) bereave Him of the Perfetions of His
Nature 2 'What better can be expetted from fuch a
dangerous Scheme of Doétrines, than to have Men
lead by them to trample upon the righteous Law; and
brinz it into Contempt in the Sight of the World ;
and to promote and eftablith a Spirit of Pride and Li-
bertiniim in the Hearts of finful guilty Rebels ? -No
Wonder at-all that thofe who have been ¢ffr&ually
wrought upon by the Spirit of the }ivin% Gop, are com-
mancel and inclined to rife up againft fuch a Ged-de-
throning, Soul-confounding Scheme of Doétrines, and
as 2ealoufly to vindicate the other Soul-abafing, God-

cxalting Scheme in the moft open Manner. -
AND fo with Refpeét to the Work of divine Grace
upon the Souls of Men, and parricularly, .the glorious
Work of Gop in convincing and abafing a vaft Num-
ber of Sinners, and many furprizing Converfions of
late in our Land : No Man’s Heart need to reproach
him as long as he lives, for owning, approving and vin-
dicating the fame from the groundlefs Exceptions that
Men have taken againft it. If the Dotrines of Gop’s
abfolute Sovereignty, effeftual Calling, and the like,
are the great Doétrines of the Gofpel; then it is cer-
tain that this Work upon the Hearts of Men is the
glorious
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glorious Work of divine Grace. For there is nothinfg .

more evident of fuch a Nature, than this, that the Ef-
fect of thisWork is to fetch down the haughty Hearts
of Men from the Throne of Gob,and lay them at the
Footftool of His Sovereignty ; to make them admire.
and adore free, fovereign and diftinguifbing Grace ; to
feel the Power of the irrefiftible Calls of the holy Spi-
rit, and to fill their Souls with Love and Praife for the
free, elelting Love of the Father in Curist Jesus from.
all Eternity, Wherever this Spirit lays faft hold of
the Heart, and breaks down the ftubborn Will, not
only a&tual Sins rife up as a Cloud of Witne(Jes, but original
Corruption of the Nature boils up as a Fountain, and
Guilt for both ftare the Sinner in the Face ; the poor.
Self-condemned Criminal has nothing to plead that looks
like an Obligation on.Gob's Part to forgive ; but his
Cry isy Guilty, guilty! Mercy, Lord, fovereign Mercy!”
And now, the Docttrines of Free-Will, good Works
before Juftification, Gop’s gracioufly bringing himfeif
under Obligation topity a Rebel upon the highelt Ef-
forts of Nature towards Converfion, and fuch like, fly
from him as Smoke before the Wind. -----INEITHER 15
the extraordinary Induftry of the Devil to delude Souls
by his artful Stratagems, nor the great Diligence of his
Inftruments to overthrow this Work any rational Ar-
ment againft it : But on the contrary ; it may be
airly argu’d that ’tis a glorious Work of Gob, from
his uncommon Zeal to transform himfelf into an Angel
of Light ; and from the great Oppofition it meects with
from thofe that are: moft Fendly to thofe licentious Doc-
trines which direftly tend to overthrow the main End
- of the Chriftian Religion. For what Reafon can pof*
fibly be alledg’d why the fgrand Adverfary of precious
Souls thould beftir himfelf at the extraordinary Rate he
has lately done ? Why fhould he take fo much more
Pains than heretofore, to beat up and rally his huge
Armies, moupt and fire his largeft Canon, and fend
eut his Guards from every Quarter, if his Kingdom
: : was
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was not thaking, and coming down apace, and the King-
dom of our bleflfed Lord Jesus Crrist, his implacable
Enemy, rifing upon, its Ruins.---- Surely this glorious
Work muft be apprev’d by the Reafon of Man, and
the more fo becaufe the Devil is fo exceeding angry
at, and malicioufly fet againtt it.--The Children of God

are therefore bound, notonly to own, but are inclin’d to:
' ove and windicate the great Doftrines of the Geof-

pel :  And to rife up for the Defence of the glorious
Work of GOD aganft all its Enemies ; as a Work
that illuftrates thefe Dottrines and puts Credit upon
them ; as well as a Work that proves of moft happy
Confequence to the Souls of a Multitude that were pe-
rifbing in their Sins. Nay ; how impofiible muft it be,
to fuch as have known and felt the convincing and éf-
Jectual Influences of the Haly Spirit, to fee the bold
Attacks of the Enemies of this glorious Work, and
yet to neglett proper and appointed Meafures to vindi-
cate it from the unjuft Prejudices taken againft it ?
‘We muft fuppofe the Graces of a Chriftian in a very
languifbing State, and look upon him overwhelmn'd in
Carnality ; yea, we muift fuppofe him afing againft
himfelf, and the ftrongeft Propenfions of his Soul, if
we find him reconcil'd to, or filent under the Loads of
Reproach caft upon thar Work which his Saul ap-
proves as a glorious Work of divine Grace, _
Now, if we put all thefe Things together, and
weigh them in equal Ballances, I dare leave you to
judge, whether that Man does not forfeit his Title
to the Charafter of Wifdom’s Child, who does »ot ap-
prove, and to his Power vindicate, the great Doétrines
of the Gofpel, and the glorious Works of divine Grace 2
And with this Appeal, I venture to leave this Head
as it ftands, and pafs on to the ' '

APPLICATTION

USE Y. Lrarn hence, that many of the pro({eﬂ’ed
an

Children of Wifdom are apparently Baftards not

Sons,
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Sons. I grant that Wifdom’s true Children may differ
in lefs confiderable Matters, while they are agreed in
the important Do¢trines and glorious Work of Grace.
-Meat commendeth us not to GOD ; for neither if we eat,
.are we the better ; meither if we eat not, are we the worfe.
They may difagree in many circumftantial Things ¢
‘They may difagtee in the Meafures they take for the
Reformation of thofe Miftakes and Irregularities found
- with the Subjets of Gop’s Grace : They may difa-
gree with Refpeét to fome of the Appendages of the
glorious Work of Gob. ---- Bur I muft beg Leave to
bewail it, that thofe whofé Hearts are join'd together
in one glorious Caufe, fhould fo far difunite as to en-
ter the Lift againft one another in Paper-Quarrels ;
.and by that Means take up their precious Time and
call off the Minds of others from Things of much grea-
ter Importance. °Tis, in my Opinion, juft Matter of
Lamentation at this Day of rich abundant Grace, that
any in our refpective Provinces, who, we truft, honour
the Work of Gop and the great Doltrines of His
Grace in their Hearts, thou’d, from any Confiderati-
ons whatever, be led into thofe Steps that mani-
feftly differve the glorious Caufe, and unhappily pro-
mote the worft Intereft. ---- But after all, they verily
defign to ferve the Intereft of Jesus Carist, and the
glorious Works of divine Grace ; and are united in
. aflerting thofe great Doétrines of the Gofpel which
-maintain the Majefty of Gop, fix him in his Throne,
-and leave finful Duft and Athes trembling at his Foot.
- But then, how many are there who wear the Name
of Wifdom’s Children, that inftead of approving and
-vindicating the great Doétrines and glorious Work of
Grace, which can never be honour’d enough by Mor-
tals, do either filently pafs them over or loadg them with
: Reproach and Slander ? Can fuch Men as thefe be
the Thing ‘deﬁfgn’d by the Name of Chriftians ; or be
- they not manifeftly carrying on an Intereft oppofite to
that of Curist’s ¢ ’Tis beyond Queftion thatdWif-
: om’s
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‘dom’s Children will endeavour to promote her, id
‘her moft important Doétrines and moft glorioas
‘Works : The Prophets and 4pqftles were indefatiga-
‘ble in their Services for that End : They were treat-
-ed thamefully, imprifon’d, bound with Fetters of Iron,
‘and fome of tiiem put to Death for their zealous Vin-
dication of the Truth : Yet whilft they liv’d and had
-Opportunity they efpous’d the fuffering Caufe of CHRIsT
~with all Boldnefs, againft the muttering Cavils of kcen-
‘tious Men.  They counted nothing dear to them fo they
might teftify of the Grace of Gop. Nature, indeed,
‘wasreluttant, but Grace prevail’d.to part with. Reputa-
tion and riends and worldly Intere(,{,' and all ; yea,to
fuffer the Lofs of natural Life in .the Defence of the
Doétrines of Grace. Thro’ what abundant Labours
did they travail, in Stripes, in Perils, in Wearinefs;in
Watchings often, in Hunger and Thirft, in Faftings
often, in Cold and Nakednefs, for Carist’s Sake and
“the Gofpel’s ? And as all .Chriftians,  but efpecially
Chriftian Minifters, are bound to devote their ALL tathe
Honour of the Lord Jesus CurisT,and the Vindication
of the great Doftrines and glorious Works of Grace;
-fo it is their Charaéter that they folemnly furrender all
to Him, and contribute, as.they are able and have
Opportunity, to defend and promote his moft impor-
‘tant Caufe. Yet we voluntarily thutour Eyes, or. they
are already blinded by Luft and Prejudice, if-we don’t
obferve many profefs’d Chriftians ftriking at thofe Doc-
trines and Works which are the Glory of the Media-
tor’s Kingdom : and fome others, whilft they are called
to harden their Faces as a Flint, againft the corrupt
Dottrines advanc’d by the Adverfaries of the Canfe
- of Curist ; whilft they fhould be ftrang againit all the
Terrors of a threatnin% World, they can tamely fetb
and hear the pure Gofpel rin down with the greate
Reproach, and another Gofpel fuited to the Pride of
- carnal Men applauded. - Has not this been verily the
Cafe in fome Inftances in this Day of rich and furpri-
: g
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%ing'Grace ? The Reafon niay be eafly affign’d :
*Tis becaufe the Furnitute of the Head will not ferve
the Turn in thofe Times,; without havinz the great
.Doé;bri'nes of .the Gofpel inwrought Principles of the
.Soul. : T
‘Witat fhall be thought of thofe then, who fpend
much of their Time in gathering up Objetions, and
their Tallents in ranging them againft the Dottrines
.of Grace; or in raking together all the Fooleries of
the Subjeéts of Grace, with manifeft Defign to render
the glorious Work of Gob i this Day of furprizing
Grace, the Matter of Ridicule and Contempt ? I am
Aar froni inviting any Man to an implicit Faith : Let
Rome fuffice, yea, anid be more than fufficient, for im-
pofing her Dictates upon Men without Examinati-
on. I am far from defiring any Marn to think thatall
the extraordinary Appearances of the prefent Day are
truly the Di€tates of the Spirit of Gob. Whete Mi-
ifters or People .in their Placess teach and recoms
amend thofe important Doéttihes of the Gofpel, and the
Work of Gep em baticalliyhfo called ; they alfo dowell
<¢.duly and mildly to teftify againft and condemn the
«¢ Blemithes of both.” ~And O that there was lefs
Occafion to reprove and rebuke the happy Subjeéts
.of the Grace ot Gob, for the unhappy Blemifhes caft
upon the Work of Gob,. through their unguarded and
Jilr)zful Conduét ! O that fince their Souls are purified to
.obey the Truth through the Spirit, they might keep
themfelves without Spot, unrebukable, until the appear-
.ing of our Lord Jesus ‘CHRIST !----- But the Prefs and
-Shops {ufficiently declare, 'nst\gnly that fome cautioufly
guard againft thofe Things that hurt the Truth and
Work of Grace, but that others * hide the Dottrines

* Vid, A Letter concerning the French Prophets. . M7.
. Caldwell’s Sermions on 1 John 4. 1. and Matth. 7.
13+ and others of the likeE Smmp. ,

and
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and glorious Works of Grace, under the Mud and
Dirt they heap upon them. They don’t'blame the
Irregularities of others, with any vi?d'rle Defign or De-
fire to relieve and reform them, as becomes Chrifti-
ans ; but feem torejoice at an Opportunity to blemifh
the whole Work of God, or to thew the World that
‘they think they have a Right to cenfure, where they
have no Heart to affift. Perhaps fome of them prc~
tend to believe the moft important Doétrines of Reli-
gion as they are contained in the Bible, and ranged
in our CoNFEssION oF FAITH ; yea, they may profefs that
they believe there is a glorious Work of divine Grace
carrying on to the Converfion of great Numbers in a
little Time. But let me folemnly enquire, wou'd an.
hearty Friend to thefe Things that are pretended to,
colleét together all the Objeétions he could hear of,
and hold them up before a Company, or in an Affem-
bly,unanfwer’d ? Does this look like giving Credit
to a Doétrine or a Work as Divine, plainly to endea-
vour that the Glories and Beauties of them might bé
hid 2 It would look like Friendlinefs to the glorious
Work and great Doétrines I fpeak of, if a Man was
careful and concern’d to remove the Difficulties and
anfwer the Objections that rofe up at any Time in -
Men’s Minds againft them : But to fetch in all the
#Vood, Hay and Ssubble, that is built upon the Founda-
tion, and then to hold them up in their worft Shapes
between the Eye and the beautiful Objeét, the Silver,
Gold and precious Stones ; and having made all Things
ready to the Purpofe, then with a folemn Face to put
the ?uei‘tion, is thisthe Werk of GOD? Or fome Enqui-
ry of the like Sort: this, I fay, looks like Epmity in-
ftead of Friendfhip to this Work of God. = = -
SuatL I go a Step further and ask ; What fhall be
thought of thofe that fiz fill and fay nothing to jufdi-
fy or condemn thofe Doétrines and Works ot glorious
Grace ? Some live with as much Caution or' Care-
lefnefs as if they intended Wifdom fhould dieththh _
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them, orelfe it wasnot of any great Confequence how
thefe Things iffi'd. They pleafe themfelves with a
Conceit that theyare notof a Party with the Enemies
of thefe Doctrines and Works of Grace, though they
know that they are not engaged to vindicate them.
But is it poflible for Wifdom’s true Children to keep
Silence, when the Devil has fo many to fide in the
War that he has proclaim’d, againft thofe great Doc-
trines and glorious Works which threaten to beat him
out of his ufurp’d Dominion ? Men may poflibly ima-
gine themfelves Neuters in this Engagement, but our
blefled Lord tells us the Thing is impoflible, Mat. 12.’
g0. All are engaged for the Doctrines of Curist and
the Works of his Grace, or againft them ; and they
that do not afually approve, juftify and endeavour
to propagate them, according to their Places and
Abilities, do oppofe and betray them. What fhall be
thought then, of fuch as refufe aftually to join with,
and exprefly to give up themfelves to to defend this
Caufe ? Don’t they continue their Rebellion to Jesus
Curist while they adventure to call themfelves his
Children ? However fome of them may hide them-
felves under a fair Profeflion of Religion, yet, until
. they come over to alpprove and vindicate tgefc Doc-

trines and Works o (ﬁrace, they drive on the fame
common Defign with the Devil. "Tis vain to pretend
Harmlefn=fs ; for be that gathereth not with me, feat-
tereth abroad, fays our Saviour. In vain do Men hope’
to fhun the Cenfure of being againft Curist, .who are
not ative in his Caufe : They muft gather with him,’
or elfe he willhave us efteem them his Enemies. And
let this have it’s due Weight upon thofe that fet ftill
inthis Day : at fuchan extraordinary Seafon of Grace;
and at fuch an extraordinary Time of Cavilling, Silence
is the more Criminal. Are not the Viftories of CHrisT
over his Enemies glorious ? Is not the Harveft plen-
teous, and the Fields white ?  Are not groundlefs Ex-’
ceptions many, and Enemies very induftrious ? -And

' Ea now,
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now, when this is the true State of our religious Af.’
fairs, to make any Thing ferve for an Excufe to lag.
bekind, is mean Cowardize, and a dark Sign that Men
don’c care.to engage in a criticl Day and a difficuls’
Service, when their Help is moft expefted, I with-
" fuch Men, whether of high or w Degree, would feri-
oufly and upon their Knees before Gop, ponder thofe -
Words, Fudg. 5. 23. ' o '

USE II. GOD calls Wifdom's Children to Lamenta-
tion and Mourning at thisDay, that the Doctrines and
glorious Works of divine Grace are g Derifion to foma-.
ny People. . [ fhall not faften upon any Names, but-
leave that tothe Dottrines they propagate, or the Things
they wrge in their private Convergtion. Nor wou'd I
have any Miftake my Defign, as though I was fuggeft-
ing fufpicious Things refpecting thofe that have been
faithfully endeavouring to vindicate the Truth, and un-’
deceive hlind deluded Souls -that ftumble at the im- -
portant Doétrines and Work of Grace, even though'
they Thould differ in the Meafures they take to effect.
it, 'We may be called in one Hope of our Calling ;.-
have one Lord, one Faith, one Gop and Father in us
all, fo as to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond
of Peace, and yet differ in our Cuftoms and Opinions,
that are not eflential to true Godlinefs. . But as I am-
call’d by the Providence of Gob to {peak at this Time,
doubtlefs, to a mix’d Affembly of Guilty and Inno-’
cent, Iwould no fooner flatter or footh up the former, .
than impeach and hurt the Character of the latter ;
efpecially confidering it is unlikely that I fhall ever:
meet them elfe where, before we all meet in a grea-
ter Affembly at the awful Tribunal of the great Judge.

We may fhut our Eyes againft the clear Light of
the thining Sun, and then fancy to our felves that we
can have no Objeéts prefented to our Minds fromzhat

i . Senfe : Nor would it be more unreafonable to argue

with our felves that it is impofiible for us to fee Co- -
lOU,l‘S!
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Jours, than it is to flatter our felves that none in the
Miniftry have manifeftly oppos’d the glorious Work of
Gob, by treating thefe great Doétrines of Grace with:
Contempt, oratleaft with Indifference, if by no other’
Means. "Tis not eafy to reckon up what a vaft Num-
ber of Sermons, now in Print, are calculated only to
et Men ¢ out of the Road of Wickednefs, into the
¢ Road of Self-Righteoufnefs,” and there toleave them
fettled down at Eafe in Zion : a Way that fome
Preachers have taken, as fatal to the Soulas open Pro-
fanenefs, thongh it feems to lead People along with
greater Calmnefs down to Hell. Whither there be:
any of this Charafter in the Miniftry that now hear
ime, Gob knows : I with to Gon that every one wou'd
make the fame folemn Enquiry concerning himfelf,
that the Apoftles did to their bleffed Mafter, on ano-
ther Occafion, Lord is it I ? -1 could wifh that not
one Minifter would put it off with Difdain : - I'm fure
.none will that are in the lively Exercife of Grace,and
- have a due Senfe of the Worth of Souls and the Im--
portance of the Miniftry. I have Reafon to believe
we all .come exceeding thort of our Duty in vindicat-
ing the great Doftrines of Grace, undeceiving Self--
righteous ‘Perfons, 'and in honouring the Work of
Grace that has been fo glorious in our Land, Flefb:
and Blood pull us back, and bid us fpare ourfelves, left
the Number of our Enemies encreafe daily. O that
the Lord would pour out his Spirit abundantly upon us,’
and make us wifely bold in his Caufe, and compa/fionately
induftrious for tﬁe eternal Welfare of thofe precious
Souls we have in Charge ! ‘

However my Hearers ftand affefted towards thefe
Things, fure I am that fuch as of Defign fpeak flightily
of the Puritanical Doétrines, or reprefent them as Doc-
trines in which the Vitals of Religion are not greatly
concern’d, are no Friends to the beft Parts of the Re-
formation from Popery, but evidently leave ¢ -the’
€ moft diaboli¢ql Part of Antichriftanifm undeftroy’d.’--

‘ Yea
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Yea fuch as thusreprefent thefe Doétrinesof the Gof-
pel, fpeak Evil of the Things which they know not ; whi-
ther they be Minifters or People; and take a ready
Courfe to bring upon their Hearers fwifs Deftruétion.
And thofe alfo, who fet at naught the glorious Work
of divine Grace that has lately been fo confpicuousin
our Land, however fecret or open they are in their
Meafures taken againft it ; however they may impute
their Oppofition to a Zeal forithe Truth; yet fuffer
me to bear them Recard this Day that their Zeal is
not according to Knowledge ; and unlefs they are foon
reform’d, the Chariots of their Glory, will be the Shame
of all them that uphold them. v

Tae Elders of the Children of Zion, the Heads of
our Tribes, and thofe that have the Cognizance of the
‘moft important Affairs of Religion, together with all
the People of Ferufalem, may well have their Eyes fail
with Tears, and their Bowels greatly troubled, that a-
ny of the Prophets have feen vain and foolith Thin
for them, and not difcovered their Iniquity. Becaufe
of this, fome of the Enemies of the glorious Works
and great Doctrines of Grace have opened their Mouth
againft them ; they have hifled and faid, we will fwal-

bow them up. They have as truly crucified the Lord of

Life and Glory in his Doétrines and Works of Grace,
as if they had been the ruffian Soldiers that laid violent
Hands upon his very Perfon. Will any of you, my
dear Hearers, ftand by and fee the blefled Jesvus ftrip’d
and ftab'd ; and only fay, as Pilate did, why will you
treat him thus 2 What Evil bath be done 2 ---- O that

the blefled Saviour fhould be brought forth from Day

to Day ; mock’d by the Tongues of Men ; fcourg’d
and fpit upon ; and have many crying out, away with.
bim, away with him : crucify him, crucify him ! If he
had taught thofe Doétrines in our Streets which de-
thrones a fovereign Gob, and exalt the haughty Sin-
ner ; or if he had wrought any Works of Magic, let
allbear Witnefs of the Evil : Butif not fo, why ﬂiouéd

UG Ny S
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he be fmitten ? Why fthould, orhow can the Children
of Wifdom fit ftill, and fee many feeking falfe Wit-
nefles againft him to put him to Death ? Is it not
Matter of deep Humiliation that Curist thould be a
-Stone of Stumblinig, and a Sign to be fpoken againft ;-
that the World thould hate Him without a Caufe, who
has once already liv’da Life of Dangers, that you might
be brought to Mount Sion, the City of Solemnities 2
Is it poflible that you thould bear up under the Bur-
den, if you fee the great Doétrines of his-holy Reli-
-gion trifled with ; or the ‘glorious Work of his Grace,
which is the coftly Purchafe of his precious Blood,
defpis’dand fpurn’d at by Mortals ! O that the blefl-
ed Jesus, whom Angels adore, thould fuffer himfelf to
be crucified afrefh, and putto open Shame, by infolent
Rebels ! Men, Brethren, and Fathers, is it {ufferable that
he, who is worthy te receive Power, and Rickes, and
Wifdom, and Strength, and Honour, and Glory, and BlgJ-
Jing forever ; thouldbe mock’d, and have many Things
“blafphemoufly fpoken againft him ? O amazing Patience
of Gop ! gh Heaven daring Infolence in Men ! Oh
that they were convinced and athamed of {miting Him
with the Palms of their Hands, and fpitting in bis Face,
at whofe Prefence Heaven and Earth flee away ! How
will theybe able toanfwer their taking Counfel again{t
Jesus to put him to Death ! Will they not be quite
fpeechlefs, when the Lord Jesus CHRIsT comes to
make that folemn Enquiry, Saul, Saul, why perfecuteft:
thou me ? Why haft thou villified the great Doétrines
or the glorious Works of my Grace ? Am I worthy
of nothing but-Stripes, and Blows, and Scourges, and
Derifion, and Hifling, and Death ?----O that Love to
the Lord Jesus Crrist, and tender Compaffion to fuch
falfe Accufers, might ftir up Wifdom’s Children, and
open the Springs of their Souls, and fend them to Gobn !
O that they would fend up inceffant Cries to that Gop
who is able to help, and fovereign in his Mercy, that
he would gracioufly prevens the Rage of Man, venting
o : . it
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it felf againt thofe important Things, wherein the Glo-
ry of Curist and the Intereft of his Kingdom are fo
-much concern’d ! o

 USE III. Let all take Heed to-themfelves and of the
‘Miniftry they astend upon? There are none of the Doc-
-trines or Works of Jesus CHrisT that efcape the Af-
faults of the Devil : He has a rooted Enmity agairidt
all the great Concernments of the Redeemer’s: King-
dom. Heis far enough from favouring any juit At-
:tempts for building up the Intereft of Carist, and pros
-moting the Salvation of precious immortal Souls. And
‘therefore, as he lets none of the Doftrines or Works
of CarisT go untried, fohe has a peculiar Aim at Ble«
mithing or overthrowing the mq/ip?mportant Doétrines
of theGofpel, and mof2 glorious Works of divine Grace.
Neither does he want for Men of Wit and Figure to
abet his malicious Def:ig'ns, whe will readily afford him
- their Affiftance accotrding to their Power ; andtoem-
ploy their Skill and Talents to fupport what Jesus
- Cerist is cafting down. Not onl%' the are Crowd on the
Devil’s Side, but even all are fighting for him that
can defpife or negleét the moft important and Soul-
fearching Doérines of Religion, or trample upon the
aftonithing Work of divine Grace. .
‘THEREFORE; my dear Hearers; if you love the. Lord
Jests Caristy or value your own eternal Welfare,
"give no_Countenance to fuch a Miniftry as traduces
the Doétrines of Grace, or the Work of Grace : At
_tending upon and encouraging fuch a Miniftry will be
no Evidence that you approve and wou’d vindicate
thofe Things which that runs down, or paffes over in
a finful Silence. - 'Our blefled Saviour very exprefly
cautions againft falfe Teachers, Matth. 7. 15. 'The
-Reafon given for the Caution is found in the preceed-
“ing Verfes, viz. Becaufe the Way to Deftruttion is
broad, and the Way to Life narrow, and attended wich
many and great Difficulties : Therefore, fayi om:‘l‘
OrcGy
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1.6rd; it concerns you fo nnuch the rather to be tipon
jour Guiard againt falfe Prophets. (3. ‘D. They are
ike to lead you“into a loofe Way of thinling about
Religion ; ard to reprefent the Way broad and the
Gate wide; that lead to Life ; and therefore to be
watch’d againft and dvoided: --- But will you ask who
thefe falfe Prophets are # Our Lord tells you; they
are Wolves in Sheep’s Cloathing. They will make as
great a Profeffion of Religion ds. other Mz2n, and ds
great. Pretences to Holinefs ; and thus they refemble
the Sheep ;- but they.are olves neverthelefs; and the
more dangerous Sort, ravenous Wolves. . If you confi=
der the Charaéter of a Wolf; you may fee how wellit
agrees with a falfe Teacher: The Seriptures repre-
fent a Wolf as a {ly crafty Creature to catch the Prey ?
he.comes in upon the Flock when the Shepherd is fe-
cure or carelefs. So falfe Teachers are faid to lie in
await to deceive ; and privily tobring in damnable He-
refiesy 2 Pet: 2.1. - Witha Pretence to Religion they
get into Office, and then fophiftically introduce fleths
pleafing carnal Principles : They hear not the Voice-
of the Shepherd, neither will they follow him; becaufe
they are not his Sheep ; but the Voice of Strangers-
‘they hear;and with fair Speeches, arnd plaufible Inter-
pretations of the Scripture,they pervert the Chriftian
eligion in its moft important Articles, till they lead
away tlie Hearts of the Simple. So-the Apoftle com-
Ealje’s tthem to Wells withous Water, 2Pet. 2. 17. " Tis well
nown shat Wells without Water are filthy and over-
{pread with Spider’s Webs : and fo ufually falfe Tea-
chers; as to found Doftrine they are very barren ;
but eftablith the Hope of the Hypocrite which is a
Spider’s Web. Their Dotrines are calculated tobuild
Men up in carnal Confidences ¢ They reprefent the
great End of Gop’s providing a Saviour, tobe. the Hap-
pinefs of Man ; ¢ fincere univerfal Obedience to tha
¢ Law the Condition of Acceptance before Gop’; or
Dottrines of the like Tendency. Or elfe miferably
B - F difappoint
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thofe that attend their Miniftry : For when they go
laden with Defire to hear the great Doétrines and
Works of divine Grace opened and vindicated, they
are entertain’d from Sabbath to Sabbath with fome
Appendages of Religion, circumftantial Matters,or out-
fide Obedience, whichis no true Chriftian Obedience ;
and thofe Do¢trines which exalt the Throne of Gop and
abafe the finful Creature are pafs’d by in awful Silence.
No Wonder then St. Jobn reprefents thefe falfe Tea-
chers as Deceivers 2 John 7. For they pretend to be
worthy Preachers of the Gofpel, and Friends to the
great Intereft of Religion, when they are not fo. If
they carried their true Mark in their Forehead, viz.
Herefy; Falfe-Dodrine ; Dethroners of a fovereign: GOD 5
Flefb-Pleafers 5 Wolves in Sheep’s Cloatbing, &c. many
would be afraid of them that are, doubtlefs, lead aftray
by their Infinuations. But thefe Marks they hide as
_much as they can, when they a%prehend a Difcovery
is dangerous to their Caufe ; and pretend to beortho- -
dox, I'riends to the Truth, Followers of Jesus, and
Guides of the Blind. C L
" Taesk are fome of the Charaéters of thofe Teachers
which you are to avoid :- and I therather add thefe
Things becaufe of fome abufive Perverfions of: the haly-
Scripture lately attempted, to flur the Charaéter of
fuch as are faithfully afferting and inculcating the great
Dottrines of the Gofpel, to undeceive poor Mortals
that are in. Danger of being led afide by the cunning
Craftinefs of Men. I beg that none would be preju-
dic’d againft the Truth becaufe of this Plainnefs of
Miniftration. * ’Tis the Caufe of CrrisT I am plead-
ing, and muft not feek to pleafe the carnal Inclinations
. of Men : For then I fhould not approve my felf a
faithful Servant of Carist in the Embaflage I am

. now upon.

~ Anp has not CHrisT, the great Purchafer of all our

Bleflings, denied himfelf enough, my Friends, for your

Sakes ? Are not all the great things that he has’ on:d
F _ a
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and fuffer’d, enough to lay- you under the higheft O-
bligations to do and be any Thing that he requires for
his Caufe : Can you view any Thing that belongs to
the Glory of his Grace and the Enlargement of his
Kingdom, ftruck at; and not be enflamed with Zeal
and pious Care 2 Efpecially, where his Glory lies moft
at Stake, that deferves your greateft Induftry to give
in your Teftimony for his Name and Caufe. ‘Tis
true, if you deny yourfelves ever fo much, upon all
temporal Confiderations, to be Witnefles for JEsus,
he needs none of your Service ; but then it is his Will
to require your Teftimony, and bafe in you to gruige
him any Thing. Yea, and as to your own fpiritual In-
tereft, and the Welfare of the Church : You are like
to ftarve your Souls, hazzard the Church’s Purity, and
draw others into a dangerous Snare to their Ruin, un-
lefs you do your uttermoft in your refpetive Capaci-
ties, to difcountenance and difcourage thofe Prophets
that fee Vanity, and divine Lies.
- PaRTICULARLY therefore, beware of that Miniftry
which teaches unfound Dolirine. 1 mean, thofe Doc-
trines that are pleafing to corrupt Nature, and tend
naturally to bolfter Men up in Pride and Oppofition
to God and the Defigns of his Grace : Such as Free-
'Will in Oppofition to the abfolute Sovereignty of Gob ;
Eleétion. from Faith forefeen ; good Works before
uftification, &¢. For if the contrary Docttrines are
the great and moft important Doétrines of the Gofpel,
fuch Doftrinesas thefe are of the moft dangeréus Ten-
dency and pernicious Confequence : ifthe former Doc-
trines which I have mentioned, are the Doftrines
which difplayrich and fovereign Grace, exalt the Name
and Honour of Gop, wmagnify the Law, and debafe the
finful Creature, then thefe Doftrines degrade the Riches
of free and glorious Grace, run down the Name and
Honour of a glorious God, willify his holy Law, ake
off the Crown from the Head of the Lord Jesus CHRisT,,
aand place it upon the H%adwof haughty, guilty Mmllf
. ’ 3 )
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If the former Doétrinesare the Doétrines that lead up
to IHeaven, then thefe Doétrines lead down ta Hell 4
for they ftand in diametrical Oppofition, the one to the
other, Whatever Pretences therefore, fuch unfound
Preachers may have, by which they may flatter or a-
mufe their Hearers and ftupify their €onfciences, yet
they are the Seducers of the People, fpeaking Peace
to them, when there is no Peace, building up a flighty
Wall, and daubing with untempered Mortar,

Acan, fuch asin the general Courfe of their Mmlﬂzry '

neglelt to preachthe great & moft important Doétrines
of the Gofpel, Sermons for the Reformation of Man-
ners are needful : One End of Curist’s Coming inta
the World wasto reform it ; Profanenefs and Debau-
chery are the Reproach of human Nature, the.Plague
of human Society, and the undoing of the Souls of
Men as they fpring from a corrupt Fountain of Ini-
quity in the Heart. But all the Reformation-Sermons
that ever were printed or preach’d, never brought a

Soul to Jesus CHrisT, unlefs it was firf? taught the Cor- -

. ruption and Enmity of - the Heart ; the abfolute Sove-
reignty of Gob ; the Emptinefs and Jpiritual Deadnefs
of Man ; and the orly Way of Juftification by anim-
puted Righteoufnefs. Let Men build up ever fo fair
a Wallof Profeflion upon the Foundation of moral Xir-
tue 3 and then let a Preacher come and daub it over
with ever fomuch-Art, to hidethe Cracks and render
it beautiful ; if after allit make ever fo goodly an Ap-
pearance, yet it muft all come to the Ground, and ¢they
muft be brought to fee that there is no Safety in it :

they muft be brought off from that old Foundation, and
by the irrefiftible Influences of the Spirit of GOD,
fix’d upon the Rock of Ages ; or elfe the Hail-ftones
of GOD’s amazing Vengeance, will at laft batter
down their beautiful Superftrutture, and they muft pe-
rith in its Ruins. If fo be then, that a Miniftry which
confifts in negative Blamelefnefsin Doétrines ; Imean
fuch a Miniftry asin a general Courfe neglects thﬁ.:«
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moft important Doftrines of the Gofpel thould be coun-
tenanced in the Churches, the Miniftry of fuch a
Man is but too much like the Righteoufnefs of the
boafting Pharifee, which ftood chietly in Negations. .
'Acain, beware of fuch a Miniftry as exprefly denies
or plainly endeavours to bide the glorious Work of di-
vine Grace under the Filth of human Imprudences,
Thofe that rejett the late furprizing Work of Grace,
in the Convi¢tion and Converfion of Sinners, cannot
reafomably be fuppos’d to be real Friends to the great
Doftrines of Grace, whatever their Pretences may be
to believe them. If Men have thefe Doétrines wrot -
as Principles in their Souls'; if they have them wro’t
“into their Hearts and Wills, as wellas in their Under-
ftandings ; if they are broken down at the Footftool
of divine Sovereignty by the Spirit of the living Gob,
and broughtentirely off from Self-Dependance to clofe
with Jesus CHrssT 1n his mediatorial Charaéter, they
could not reject this Work of amazing Grace, even
though in fome Inftances it has been attended with a
difturbed Imagination. Nor can it be rationally thought
that they would endeavour to hide the Glory of the
Work from the Eyes of Obfervers, by holding up ns-
thing but Fifions, Revelations, Enthufiafms, and other
Fooleries, fuppos’d to be found with thofe who, we
hope, are the Subjets of this Grace ; and then grave-
ly tell us that this is a sTRONG PRESUMPTION that they
have nothing but a flrange Fire working in them : be-
caufe fuch Appearanceswere common among the Mon-
#anifts,and have been found fometimesin Popifb Coun-
tries. I grant,to inflruil, reprove, exhort, and admonifb
young Converts, is the plain Duty of every Minifter
of Curist: This kind Office they are commanded to
attend with Dili§ence& Care ; and for this they have
the beft Examples fet before them for their Direétion
and Encouragement. °Tis therefore. very bafe and
ungrateful to reprefent fuch faithful Monitors as Op-
pofers of this Work of divine Grace ; and a plain E-
. , vidence
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vidence of a great Defeét in 2 Work of  Santificati-
on. But then, their is a vaft Difference betwaen. re-
proving and direting the Children of Gob ; and laying.

hold of their Sins, their Multitude of Imprudencesy.
and holding them before the Eyes of the People to hide
the Work of glorious Grace. The former is like a--

Man who when he has found a precious Jewel with.its
various Beauties much defac’d, and its Worth very
much hid from the Eyes of Men, by lying; in Puddle-
Water, and being trampl’d under Foot, lays held of it as a
rich and valuable Treafure, rubs and feours it ; warns
all his Friends and others that pafs by, not to fully its
Beauties ; juftly reproves them if even for Joy, they
fhould tread uponit ; and invites all his. Acquaintance

to behold and admire its Excellencies, and to rejoice : - -

in the Smiles of Heaven. . But the laster is like a Man
that lights upon the very fame Jewel in an u%.{y Hue ;
beat and bruifed, and its Beauties very much hid from
the Eyes of carelefs Paffengers ; -he will not himfelf
be perfwaded but that it is a bafer Metal ; inftead of
cleanfing it of Mud and Dirt, carefully ftands by to
keep on the filthy Drefs, and rather tramples it under
Foot than otherwife, left Beholders fthould take it for
the Thing it really 1s : At leaft, he will not take off
its filthy Covering that it might appear it its. true Co-
loyr and Worth,

Sucy a Miniftry as this, my dear Friends, you are

caution’d to beware of. This is the Miniftry that per-
verts the great Do trines and ﬁiorious Works of di-
vine Grace : This is the Miniftry that leads Men a-:
long in the broad Way to Deftruction, under the Pre-
tence of guiding them in the narrow Way to eternal
Salvation, as I have already obferv’d. And where this
is truly the Cafe with any, they are to be treated by-
fuch as love and long for the Coming of CHrisT’s:

Kingdom ; by fuch as love their own Souls and wou'd

honour the great Doétrines and glorious Works of
Grace, as Defpifers of the Gofpel. You are to-be-.
- : ware

4
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- wareof them as Men that pervert the Gofpel ; agree-
able to what St. Paul hath taught us, Gal. 1. 8, 9.----
Though we, or an Angel from Heaven preach any other
Dotirine unto you, than that ye have received, let him be
accurfed. Such Perverters of the Gofpel do but run
back and take hold of the worft End of Popery : Thefe
are the Errors that not only Thake but overthrow the
Foundation of the Chriftian Religion. Such Errors as
thefe feparate the Church from CHrist, and thofe that
fupport them are guilty of Schifm. They are endea-
vouring to make an Agreement between the Temple of
Gob and Idols ; and therefore you are called to come
out from among them, that you be not Partakers of their
ins, and that you receive not of their Plagues, 2 Cor.
6. 16, 17. Such Men as thefe you are exhorted to
treat as Enemies of the Crofs of Curist, and Corrup-
ters of the Word of Gobo ; 1 Tim. 6. 3, 4, 5. The
State of fuch Perfons I leave with Gob to judge : I
know not what to fay of them; but thefe are dange-
rous, yea damnable Herefies ; yet it is poffible for
ought I know that fome Perfons, even againft their
own Experience, may have the Weaknefs to defend
them, and be faved. But the Eyes of your Underf2an-
ding being enlightned, that you may know what isthe Hope
of his Calling, and what the Riches of the Glory of bis In-
heritance in the Saints, you muft be inexcufable, if you
are led away in woful Blindnefs. The Dottrines that
fuch oppofe or negleft are the very Doétrines by which
the Church of our Lorp Jesus Curist will {tand or
fall : if thefe Doétrines are vindicated and fupported
the Church may be kept pure from fatal Corruptions ;
but if they are beat down or kept under, we muftex-
pect nothing but to have her overfpread with Mid-
night Darknefs. And therefore it isno Wonder thar
St. Paul fo- much infifts fupon bearing Teftimony
againft all them, efpecially Teachers, that per-
vert or negleét thefe great Doftrines of the Gofpel :
nor is it any Wonder that St. Fohn folemnlg warns
: ‘ hriftians
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CEriftians to beware of fuch a Miniftry, as he clearly’
and exprefly does; 2 Fobx g. 104 I1. - o

But why thould I, that am a Child, infift upon thefe
‘Things any further 2 I hope niy Fathers and Bre-
thren will do it again; and again, in a ftrong- Light,
and a particular Manner. I fhould not have faid fo
- inuch upon this Head, but that we may expet pure
Religion to rife or fall in our Churches, in fome Mea-
fure according asthefe Doétrines are vindicated, receiv-
ed, neglected or defpifed. And I cannot bat fear that
the brighteft Lumunaries of the Churches will be put
out after a little while, and Men will grope for the
Wall as the Blind, and grope as if they had no Eyes,
tinlefs the Lord, in abundant Mercy calls up and fpi-
rits his faithful Minifters ftremuouily to oppofe and
~difcountenance thofe abfurd Doétrines and all their
Adherents, that fap the Foundation of the Chriftian

Religion. A temporizing Difpofition arnd Condutt,

which have prodigioufly crept il among us ifi paft Days
of Degeneracy and Deadnefs; have given inéspreffible
Advantage to the Adverfaty of Curist’s Kingdom 3
and unlefs {peedily teform’d, will probably, fet fome
zealous Chriftians at an unbappy Diftance from thofe

that are really the Friends of God, and of the great-

Doéirines and Works of his Grace.

I can”t difmifs this Ufe without entering a Cautis-

on, though it feemstobea Digreffion from the Subjett
I am upon. ’Tis to Wifdom’s Children, and efpecially
to little Children, young Converts :  Beware that from
thefe Things you be not léad into groundlefs Separations.
I {peak this t?xle rather becaufe young Chriftians are

zpt to torment themfelves with Scruples, and fpend-
their Time and Zeal about thofe. Things wherein the.
Effence of Religion is not concern’d. ‘The Corinthians:

were guilty of very great Diforder in fetting up one

- faithful Minifter of CHrist and pulling down- another’
as faithful as'he : One faid I am'of Paul, another Fam
of Apollos, and a third I am of Cephas: But fueh '21 i

: _ viding
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viding Principle was a clear Evidence of their Carna-
lity ; becaufe thefe were all the faithful Minifters of
Curist; and faithfully vindicated the Docftrines and
Jorks of Grace; dceording to the different Talents
given them: "And Minifters may neiw, faithfully and
clearly vindicate the mioft important Dotirines and
“Works of Grace, and yet differ in many lefs confide-
fable Mattérs ; or in theit Manner of gppofing the
Frrors'that are fnore or lefs dangerous to thé Chutéh:
I_rrpgulzirities they muft reprove,and Things that are
amifs they muft endeavourto fet in Order, or clfe they
‘Will be found guilty of betraying the Truth, and of
approving Sin.  And what if every one does not go
into the'fame Meafures to rectify oné and the fame
Miftake? yet if they are united in advancing the great
Dottrines and glorious Works of Grace ; if they are
tunited 'in maintaining the Throne of Gop, dnd in oVver-
throwing all that would ufurp his Dominion, or oppofe
-thie Royalties of a glorious Redeemer, lefler Matters
“where they are not impos’d, are no juft and reafonable
'C;l;ounds' or Separations. I think Gop calls me to
"leave ' my Teftimony in this Place, agairift feparating
froma Soul-fearching Miniftry, meerly becaufe of fome
“circumnftantial Matters ; of becaufe of forne fuppofed
- or reql Miftakes, where the Effence of Religion is not
- particularly interefted;  As I have done this onceand
again in Connedlicur ; fo now, may I beallow’d to fay?
‘Why fhould thofe that are reconciled to Gop, and re-
deem’d by a glorious Saviour,who breathes nothing but
Love and Goodnefs tohis Children ; why fhould thofe
that are fangtified by the purifying Influences of the
" Holy Spirit, whois alfo aSpirit of Unity ; why thould
jghog ‘that have embrac’d the fame Gofpel oty Peace,
“‘and laid down ‘a Spirit of Defiance againit the dear Sa-
* Yiour and his glorious Caufe ; why thould fuch grieve
- ‘the Holy Spirtt and difgrace the Doétrines of our holy
- ‘Religion, by Paity-Zeal or needlefs Separations ?----
Dear Bretkren; ’tis poffible fome of you in this great
t,v:j" : ) -<.. - PR N G R . M¢mbly




8 Wiiom juftified of ber Chillren.

- Affembly may think you fhould honour fome particu«
~lar Minifter of CHrisT, if you.fet him up, to the Ruin
_ vor great Difcouragemerit of other Mintters that are
~ faithfully endeavouring in their Meafure, to Promote
- the fame glorious Caufe : but if they-are efpoufing
~-the fame great Doctrines- of the Gofpel; and. ftriving"
" -ta encourage and defend the fame glorious Work of
-Grace, why fhould you dote on one to the Prejudice
" ‘of others in their arduous Labours ? Will not fuch.
- a Party-Zeal, if found among you, unhappily tend to
eclipfe the Glory and Majefty of Gop, that thine the
- *more illuftrioufly in giving this Treafure in earthen
Veflels 2 'When the beft of Minifters havedone the
beft they can, it is but to plant and water, whilft all
the Increafe is in the Hand of a fovereign ‘Gop. You
will not then,I hope be led away to gaze at one and
Zlory in another faithful Minifter of CarisT, under the
miftaken Thought, that the ftrong Reafonings of one,
or the fingular Eloquence of the other, can give Beau-
‘tyy Life or Grace to the Gofpel of the blefled Gob.
- O what a dreadful Reproach would it be to the Ma-
jefty of the glorious Gofpel, if you fhould receive the
-fame divine Truths when preach’d by one, and de-
fpife or negle€t them when publithed by another !
O fad Cafe that the poor Church of the Lord Jesus
-Curist would foon be in, if the dear Lambs of the
- Flock, that are fo nnmerous in our happy Day, thould
- fo far fall from the Love of the Truth, as to have
Men’s Perfons in Admiration ! Happy, happy will
it be to behold the dear Children rf"Er&ad_ing themfelves
like Olivie-Branches round about the Table, with uni-
ted Hearts and Hands to encourage and promote the
glorious Caufe of Curist, and the Intereft of immor-
tal Souls, againft Defpifers of that Grace of God which
“ brings Salvation ! But O how dark the Afpeét would
be, 1f thofe that are united in the great Doétrines of
-Grace, and glorious Work of Grace, fhould begin to
feparate one from another, meerly becaufe of 1123};
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lefler Points ! O how happy, beyond Expreflion, if

* all the Children of Wifdom that profefs, and all the -
- faithful Minifters that preach the fame Faith ; the

fame great Doétrines of the Gofpel, the fame glorious
Work of divine Grace, would but join their Hearts,
and Pens, and Tongues, againft the common Enemy !
Might not Union in thefe Things be accounted far
the Trophies of Viétory, under Jesus Curist, who
ftands foran Enfign of the People, and who will mount
uf); until his Reft becomes glorious ? - O, if we were
all united under him, what a Defence might we make,
and what a Vitory might we get, by his Blefling,
over the Enemies of his Caufe ! Beautiful as Tirzab,
comely as Ferufalem,and terrible as an Army with Ban.
ners, if our Forces were all united ! O that all-pri-
vate, felfifh Views might be let go, and our Hearts
given up to the Lord without the: leaft Referve, for
the Mortificatlon of Pride and a fteadfaft Engagednefs
for the common Intereft ! IHow foon fhould we fee
threatning’ Evils - vanith ; every Mountain become
a Plain, andprecious Souls in greater Abundance than-
ever, flying, with Acclamations of Grace, Grace, to
the Windows of the Church, untill it looks forth as
the Morning, fair as the Moon, clear as the Sun ?

USE IV. LET us earneftly beg of GOD, the Gop
of all Mercy, that be would deliver the Church from a
gorrupt Miniftry. The Scripture tells us not oniy that
there ‘were falfe Apoftles, deceitful F orkers that tramf-

ormed. them[elves into the Apoftles of Curist, inthe early
Ages of the Church ; but there thould arife fzlz "Tea-
chers, fpeaking perverfe Things, to draw away Dijciples
after them. And among other Methods us’d o draw
Men from the Truth of the Gofpel, fome will wreft
and pervert the Senfe of the Scripture, by f{alfe Intet-
retations, even in the fundamental Doétrines of thie
hriftian Religion ; and bring in damnable Hercfies con-
trary to the Analogy of Faith. By what Mctliods fo
' . G2 A . ever
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~ ever they get into the Church, they are the greateft
Injuries to it of any Men whatever. If they make
ever {o great Pretences to be religious, yet they deny
the Power of Godlinefs, make Merchandife of Me

Souls and are [daily ‘fovyin‘g the Tares of Error él_fla |

Delufion.

THE great Adv;i-fary of Wifdom and all her Chil-

dren, we may reafonably fuppofé, fets highly b{ his
Throne ; and is too fagacious and cruel willingly to
come down. Confequently he will make the ftrangeft
Refiftance that poflibly he can, againft the Overthrow
of a corrupt Miniftry in thofe Inftances where it may
be found : For as ¥1e values his Déminion and mali-
cioufly hates the Progrefs of the Gofpel, fo hecannot
have Servants more fuccefsful to maintain his Cauf¢
againft the Throne of Gob, than fuch as de% and
neglett the Doétrines of Grace, and the glorious Works
of Grace, efpecially if they are found among the Lea-
ders of a People, But inftead of beipg a Difcourage-
ment, this {hould bea powerful Incentive to Wifdom’s
“Children, tofend up their inceflant Cries to the Throne
of Grace for the Churches {peedy Deliverance, Falfe
‘Teachers, who negleét or defpife the great Do€trines
or Works ef Grace, are like Traitors at the Head of
an Army, who under Pretence of being engag’d tode-
fend and introduce the rightful Sovereign, and make
his Enemies bow before him, open the City Gates for
avile Ufurper to come in with all his Armies, and keep
the Prince out of his jult Dominions. They are ad-

vancing the Kingdom of Satan, under the Pretence of

pulling it down : The Glory of the Mediator’s King-
dom is as much debas’d by fuch a corrupt Miniftry as

the Exaltation of it is the Defign of the Chriftian Re-

ligion. Such. Teachers ufurp the Royalties of the
Tord Jesus CHRisT, by a fhameful Negleét of, or affu-

al Oppofition to the moft important Articles of the:

Chriftian Faith and Terms of Life, Inftead of anf:
wering the holy Purpofes of the Gofpel-Miniftry, thefe
o Corrupters

[ Y
3
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Corrupters of the Word of Gon, do but enflave theit
Hearers worfe and worfe ; nor i§ there any moré
Hope of Salvation by their Calculations, than there
would be to gotoaRetailer’s Shop to buy a Pardon.

SHov’p We not, my Friends, have Reafon to efteem
Deliverance from fucha Miniftry wherever it obtains;
an unfpeakable Favour of Heaven"here upon Earth ?
O that the glorious Head of .the Church would not
Jeave it comfortlefs ; nor opento the Devourer ; but
fpeedily deliver it from the Hazzard of utter Ruim,
wherever it lies in thefe Struggles betweeu Life and
Death ! We know not what to do,. O Lord, but
our Eyes are unto thee, and we are refolved to Wait
for thy Salvation ! O that Gop, who does Wonders,
Wwould make bare his Arm, and declare his Strength
among the People! Is this the Place that Men cail
the Perfettion of Beauty, the Joy of the whole Earth 2
Shine, O Gob, out of Zion the Perfettion of Beati?' ?
Gob is our Refuge and Strength, a very prefent Help
in Time of Trouble! O ‘that'the City of Gop might
rejoice becaufe God is in the midft of her, that fhe
fhould not be moved, but eftablithed for ever in the
Trwth! '

MY dear Hearers, fuch Calamities ¢ thé Church hs
labour’d under, now of a long Time, by Corrupters of
the Word, thould awaken your drowfy Spirits to plead
its Caufe with the great Shepherd of Ifrael. He who
has faid the Gates of Hell fballnot prevailagainft it, has
alfo appear’d once and again to deliver it where it was
overfpread with Error, And is his Hand fhortned at
all. BK paft Deliverances that he cannot redeem 2
Has he no Power todeliver, at whofe Rebuke the Sea
is dried up ? Surely it is eftablithed of Gop ; the
Gobp of Peace, who will fhortly bruife Satanunder our
Feet. Will you therefore, be intreated and encoura-
gedto cry mightily unto Gop, and fay, Save thy Peo-
ple, O God of our Salvation ; gather them together and
deliver them fram their moft dangerous Enemies, thas

they
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- might be préferve
tures 1 O that thofe who are united in the great, the
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they may give Thanks into. tblf l{ol Nm, and glor n
wi

thy Praife.. Lord! what the Epd be if our Chur-
ches fhould be generally drawn in/to embrace or con-

- mive at thofe Doctrines’that fubverg. the Foundatmn of.

the Chriftian Reli dgxon ? O thar the precious Seed
and fepartw from afl grofs Mix-

fandamental Doétrines, and thg glorious Works of
Crace, were- driven. together wmhout aStorm ? Oh
that the Drofs among the’ Churches might be furged
out, and the puritanical Doétrines of the Gofpel might
be revived in their Simplicity after a fad Negleét' So

~ fhall the Wildernefsand the Cities thereof lift up their

Voice ; the Villages that Kedar doth inhabit : The

Inhabitants of the Rogck fhall fing, and fhout from

(.he Top ‘of the Mountams. AMEN.

L N IS
_‘ Flf)t i ed"
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