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TEMPT in these pa-
is to bring together
nany matters as [
that bear upon a
1g man’s life practi-
r.. Religion it will
ny purpose to dis-
1ance of the same
ea. I recommend
to take good care
yecause it pays. [
to him to go to
college because it
ymmend to him to
mterest himself in religion because it pays,
because it helps to make actual in him that
which is possible, and puts him in the way
of accomplishing here upon the earth the
true purposes of his being. It seems to
me well to antagonize thus at the start any
such idea as that religion is one of the dis-
pensables, or thatit occupies mrh thecnma
position in our personal bel
bric-3-brac does in householc
a commodity that it is well ¢
possessed of, but that stands in no 1umucus-
ate relation to the substantial necessities of
every-day life.

N ANYTHING like ¢ ing of
this question the stated

is that man is by na’ being.
He is a relioinnc hei tes eev weee-ee SENSE

of him that he is
an esthetic being.
This is n of him that he is
instinctive., . _ . __ ____ inctively pious, but
that he is endowed by birth with impulses
that respond to the presentation of the
divine idea. Just as it is true that a man
enjoys music because he i~ —~ontlee o
dowed with sensibilities the

to and excites, exactly somw

affected because natively

sensibilities that are toucheu vy sugges-
tions and manifestations of God. They
are not the product of education for they
precede educationhand unless they did

in which it
an intellec

precede *© ¢ o -~ -~ f==5gssible to
product preciation
as it wc ut a prior
musical child any-
thing 1 ion. This,
then, gi It authen-
ticates ! its founda-
tions ar and that to
be unreugivus 1o o vian vonecine a denial of

our personal constitution.

ELIGION, as so understood, carries with

it a sense of divine things and a
certain appreciation of God’s righteous
authority and governance. There is as
much difference among men in the dis-
tinctness of their religious discernments
as in that of their intellectnal ar artistic dis-

cernments. John an er
in the facility with wh 1e
cardinal principles of re

may be the same am in
the readiness with whicn tney 1ay noiu upon
the class of realities covered by the termn
religion. Itwould be stupid in a student to
conclude that because astronomy means
less to him than it does to his classmate,
therefore astronomy is a myth and the finer
the astronomer the greater the fool. Young
men reason in that way about religion, and
with no less of discredit to their sagacity.

Religion, as [ have just intimated, carries
with it a sense of -God’s active presence
in the affairs of nature and history, and
a certain appreciation of His righteous
authority and governance. I mention these
particulars because of their directand prac-
tical bearing upon the tone of a man’s mind
and the quality of his life ; for, as stated at
the outset, it is only with religion as a
practical and concrete affair that we have
at present to do. The sense of God’s
working presence in nature renders mate-
rial service by affording the foundation

back to which a 7w #t-ohts, when
hard pressed and n easily
retreat. It works i f convic-

tion by uncovering f infinite
intelligence down upuu wineu overything
rests. For instance, in the study of the
heavens it recruits our minds from the tir-
Ing quest of astronomic details and lets us
feel the support of a mind older and wider
than the heavens, down into which all such
details enter as ground of permanenceand
coherency. And between constructing a
godless science and a science religiously
architecturad +hava i all the difference in

its effect personal quality and
fibre of t| that there (%s between
erecting the air and founding

them UpOis wic g;uund.
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EDITOR’S NoTE—The sixth of a series of articles
b}' Dr. Parkhurst addressed to young men, which
egan in the JourNAL of February, 1896, and will
continue throughout the year.
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THE religious sense exerts, also, just as

direct a pressure in all the mind’s deal-
ing with the progress of event and the
course and destiny of history. Without a
recognized God of history there is no
rational inducement for laboring to improve
the general condition. A man goes aboard
a boat on the Mississippi at Cairo because
he supposes that that river will conduct
him to the sea. All our encouragement in
enterprises of amelioration lies in the fact
of our confidence that the threads of human
endeavor are tied in a hard knot of divine
intention. If I may be permitted to speak
for myself I will say that I would not have
taken the first step toward overthrowing
the Tammany Government in New York
City if I had not believed in God and in
His intended power to make man’s efforts
available for beneficent and divine results.
I suppose I have heard it said a hundred
times during the past two years that the
only men who can be counted upon to
stand by the cause of civic regeneration
unflinchingly and untiringly to the end are
the men with religious convictions and
religious faith. My object in referring to
this is to substantiate the position already
taken that religion is not at all one of those
things in regard to which it can be said
that it is merely a question of taste. Itis
an essential.

LL of this denotes, if possible, still
more when it is carried over into the

field of God’s righteous authority and
governance. Right needs to mean all that
a belief in God can make it mean before a
man can be permanently trusted to do
rightt The Ten Commandments never
would have proved so great a deterrent
against criminality had not the opinion
prevailed that in some way or other they

were the expression of th- -~ -will. It
may be otherwise with ut with
men some other motive f ving has
to be adduced than the 1 hat it is

rioht tn do richt, I may ve nonest because
honest, or because in the
where I happen to live the
onest people, or because I
_.. .. ht to be honest and cannot
easily break with the habit ; but if I should
make up my mind in any given instance
that dishonesty would pay better, or
if I should migrate into a community
where it was popular to steal, or if, not-
withstanding my habit of honesty, the
apparent advantage of theft should be
strong enough to overcome my habit of
letting other people’s goods alone, I should
steal, and I should be a fool not to, provided
I had no religious conviction that the law
against theft was something more than a
human conventionalism. A man may losc
his moral convictions, and still the moral
training he has had may suffice temporarily
to restrain him from plunging into an
immoral life, but the time is exceedingly
likely to come when passion of some kind
will ‘prove more than a match for the
inertia of ethical training, and then he will
fall. He may still have a kind of instinc-
tive respect for what is n‘gh_t, but not a
respect with capital enough in it for him to
bank upon after once there has died in him
the conviction that the rightis an eternal
reality in some intimate way bound up
with the being and personality of God.

OW in all of this nothing has been said
about creeds. That is not because
there can besuch a thing as a religious life
without a creed, but because the creed
itself constitutes no essential ingredient of
the religious life. Creed is outgrowth, not
ingrowth. What is intended by this can
be explained by saying that a man will
hardly walk abroad in a world illuminated
by the sun without having some sort of
conception of the sun, from which the
illumination comes. That conception of
his may not enable him to see any better,
and yet whether it does or does not, the
conception will almost necessarily shape
itself from the experience which he has of
the sun’s illuminating power. Or I might
illustrate in another way by saying that a
man cannot be in the exercise of bodily
powers for any considerable time without
having some notion of the working and
relation of those powers. He may not
have studied physiology, but a certain style
of physiology will have developed itself
in his own mind as the outcome of his own
physical experience. And however advan-
tageous it may be to him in certain ways
to have an accurate and thorough knowl-
edge of the parts that compose his body
and of the =r~hinar ~f hic hody, yet by
far the mos

he be hims > and in the
healthy exe nctions that
combine to

r him is that_

[N ANYTHING like a genuine religious
life creeds are an accident, not an es-
sential. The main matter has to do with
each man’s own personal and independent
responsiveness to divine idea and experi-
ence of divine influence, and, with that
secured, secondary interests can be, in a
large measure, left to care for themselves.
All the church creeds in existence began in
experience, and were not formed into
words probably till experience began to
cool, just as it rarely occurs to any one to
anatomize the human body till the life is
well out of it. It was not till the enthu-
siasm of the early church had somewhat
abated that men began to substitute doc-
trinal paragraphs for personal love to God
and loyalty to His service. This is not said
with any intention of denying that every
religion will have its form of faith, but it is
not religion for any man to assent to a
credal form except as that form expresses
what he personally believes, and is the
outcome of what he personally experiences.

I HAVE taken pains in all this discussion
to keep my feet firmly planted on the
essentials of the matter, not only because
that is the only method of treatment com-
mensurate with the dignity of the subject,
but also because it obviates the necessity
of dwelling upon certain subordinate ques-
tions that are always likely to intrude. One
of these questions has to do with the matter
of church-going. Things are quite different
from what they were in the old days and in
the small country towns, where attending
church on Sunday and perhaps going to
the prayer-meeting in the middle of the
week came the nearest to dissipation of
anything that the humdrum of ordinary
life had to offer. Under those circum-
stances the Sabbath services were consid-
erably in the nature of asrelaxation. They
made a break with the prevailing monotony
and were usually welcomed, atleast by the
older members of the family. Life now,
however, is a good deal more intense than
it used to be ; the conditions under which
work is done less natural; even the cir-
cumstances of our abiding place, particu-
larly in the cities and larger towns, into
which population is so rapidly condensing,
more straitened and wearisome. Add to
this that whereas the church used to Le
almost the only opportunity for obtaining
anything like ~intellectual stimulus, the
whole week now is crowded with such
opportunities ; lectures, magazines and
newspapers are almost a gratuity, and, so
far as the latter are concerned, on no day
so abundantly as on the Sabbath. To Sun-
day newspapers, undoubtedly, is charge-
able a very considerable amount of current

church absenteeism.

IN DEALING with young menin their rela-
tion to church-going all this changed

situation requires to be frankly faced. I

cannot do justly by them unless I can put

myself in their places and appreciate with

them the altered conditions. I meet them,

then, on thetr own ground, and, without any

disposition to belittle such reasons for

absenting themselves from church as they

may adduce, I nevertheless say to them

frankly and confidently that abstinence

from the place of public worship is for

them a mistake, and that they are thereby

suffering a loss that cannot easily be made

up to them. I have already shown that

the religious is an ingredient in our consti-

tution, and that we are by nature gifted

with certain tendencies whose strengthen-

ing and enlargement means the develop-

ment within us of religious fibre, and the

establishment within us of religious char-

acter. Now I know of no means—with

the single exception of parental precept

and contact—by which these tendencies

are so likely to be addressed and moved

upon with effect as the associations, influ-

ences and services that combine in the

house of God. I am assuming—which, to
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so inspired a young man with religious
possibilities in him cannot afford to absent
himself. He is, by the means, drying up
by innutrition those faculties of experience
and power that are the distinction of our
humanity, and is, in all likelihood, hiding
in the napkin of disuse that talent of ten-
der intimacy with the divine that makes it
most worth his while to be a man.
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A SAMPLE OF SOZODONT

to any reader of the JOURNAL who has not
tested the qualities of this remarkable prepa-
ration, also a sample of

SOZODERMA SOAP

for the postage, Three Cents, provided the
JOURNAL is mentioned. Address

HALL & RUCKEL, New York

Proprietors of Sozodont and other well-known preparatiocs

“Daintiest of the Magazines”

A complete and authoritative review of
advance fashions in every department of
woman's wear, profusely illustrated by
well-known o - ~i-hees ¢iny pages

replete witl ome Dec-
oration, Hc ncy-Work
and everytl man.

As a Shopping Guide 1t 1s absolutely unique,
and the purchases made from its advertis-
ing columns will save the yearly subscrip-
tion price many times over each month.

Send 10c. before July 15th

FOR ONE YEAR'S SUBSCRIPTION
as after that date the price advances to

A rantc a vaar

w‘: mAl\n AUL ITDD  LuAll LUC vlulialy
customer can purchase the
SUITS TO ORDER materials, for instance:

Wash Suits, Q%GB up (.:loth Sults, ‘{.gs up

Separate Skirts, 2.00 ape
SHErt Walnts, .75 Cycling Suits, 7.00 *
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