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Isaiah XLV: 5. ¢I am the Lord, and there is none else, there is no God
beside me.”

E were standing, a company of four, near the top of the
Catskill Mountains, with our feet braced upon the roots of

two or three small trees overhanging the abyss below, and drinking
in the glory of a landscape stretching as far as the eye could reach,
when the silence was suddenly broken by the voice of one of the
party exclaiming: ‘There is but one word to be uttered here,

and that word is God!”
I was startled; for I was mentally reciting these lines from
the Hymn of Coleridge, entitled, “In the Vale of Chamouni at

Sunrise.” ,
¢God! let the torrents, like a shout of nations,
Answer! and let the ice-plains echo, God! )
God ! sing ye meadow-streams with gladsome voice !
Ye pine-groves, with your soft and soul-like sounds !
And they too have a voice, yon piles of snow,

And in their perilous fall shall thunder, God !

Ye living flowers that skirt the eternal frost!

Ye wild goats, sporting round the eagle’s nest!

Ye eagles, playmates of the mountain-storm !

Ye ]ightnings; dread arrows of the clouds!

Ye signs and wonders of the elements!

Utter forth God, and fill the hills with praise!
Dread hierarch! Tell thou the silent sky,

And tell the stars, and tell yon rising sun,

Earth, with her thousand voices, praises God1”
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We bowed our headsin worship of Him “‘in whom is the
strength of the hills.”

We stood again, the same party of four, just above the Falls
of Niagara, and caught the first glimpse of the sleepy waters quick-
ening their pace as they were drawn within the influence of the
fatal mael-strom, dashing madly against the recks which impeded
their conrse, then shouldering against each other in_the terrific
recoil, finally leaping the shaggy precipice and his‘sing in the
boiling depths below. We saw the mists slowly ascending, through
whose transparent gauze the sunlight was weaving the mimic
rainbow, rising like holy incense from the altar of Nature to the
Eternal Throne, before which we stood in awe, reflecting that for
eenturies before the foot-fall of man had waked the echo in that
primeval forest -this mighty cataract had.pealed. fosth its trium-
phant anthem of praise to Him who sits as King upon the floods
forever !

Young men of the University, was it strange that in the
solemnities of this nature-worship, I should have recalled the
words you have, heard recited four times in the chapter which has
just been read in your hearing: “I am ‘the Lord, and there is
none else, there is no God beside me?” I ask youto enter
with me through the door of this text into the more sacred
pavilion of Jehovah Himself, and learn what it imports to us that
there should be only this one God, beside whom there is none
else.

L. Consider, then, in the Jirst place, the Oniiness of God in the
supreme mysiery of His eternal self-existence, The mind of man in
its search after truth must have its starting point in some primary
and fundamental faiths, which it receives from the simple neces-
sity of receiving: them. These fundamental faiths perform
the double office not only of sending the mind out in its
search after knowledge, but also of verifying at the bar of reason
the conclusions which are reached. They are at the starting post
and at the goal of all the processes of reason. Thus the exercise
of faith precedes every act of knowledge, just as in matter itself, a
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point must be assumed whose movement shall genergte the line.
Such a fundamental faith is our belief in the relation between
cause and effect. 'We look around us through all‘ nature and see
myriads of objects. Immediately we recognize each one of
them as having been produced. Something went beforfe as a pro-
curing cause; and when these shall perish they shall give way to
successors as effects that have been operatively produced. '

With this great fundamental faith which we can never dis-
card from our minds, see how we are obliged to bow before the
supreme mystery in the being of God H.imself. If we ascend
through all the objects in the material universe .throggh an enFl-
less succession, not stopping to count the links in this vast chain
of existence, the question arises, where is the ring-b.olt above to
which we can attach this chain and find its beginning? By the
law of cause and effect there must be a begin.nfng somewhere;
and the first producing (‘ause in this chain o.f vm!ole effects must
be found just there, in that beginning. This obll'ges us to .postu-
late the existence of a supreme Creator, necessarily se.lf-ex1sFent,
as the First Cause from whom all other existence is derl'ved.
Thus our belief in a personal God, as the Creator of all things,
comes by an immediate and necessary inference from all that we
behold in Nature, and carries with it the binding force of an al-
most intuitive truth. For what was there before the _begmnmg,
before there was any creation, any chaos, out of which should
spring the earth and the seed, before that wonderfr.xl word shoulg
be spoken which should make to come out of. nothing all cre_ate.
existénces? The mystery of the Un-caused is not sc.)lved ; yet it
must Be assumed as the necessary Cause of all that is produced.
We are constrained to cry aloud with the word of God: “In the

beginning God created the heaven and the earth”; and so we bow
this day before the mystery of Him who said, ‘I am the Lord, and-
beside Me there is none else.” .
As yet, however, we are brought only to the threshold of this
mystery. He is revealed as Father, Son and Hol)f G.host, one )t'et
trinal, the mystery of mysteries lying enclosed within the earlier
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mystery of a self-existent and infinite Jehovah. This is a distinction
notna separation, so real that throughout the Scriptures we find thc’t
personal pronouns I, thou and he, used, signifying offices which are
of such a nature that they never could be consolidated upon an in-
dividual agent.
same moment, the sender and the sent? How can he be, at the
same time, the administrator of the law and the victim upon whom
the vials of the wrath of the offended law are emptied to -their
uttermost? Here stands before us the mystery within the
mystery of a Triune Being. Whatdoes it mean? It is confessedly
beyond explanation. But it is not necessary that we should
understand or explain anything that, in its nature, transcends
hux-nan reason. We accept it as a final truth, by the faith that
believes in the unseen and eternal, because compelled thereto by
the laws of our own mental and proral constitution.

' 'II. Consider the Onliness of God in the combination of His
Attributes.  Will you undertake to define Him? Accept then the
definition given you in the Scriptures:  “God is a spirit.”  But
what, afterall, do we know about spirit? True, we are spirits
ourselves.  There is something in us that is not of the body
something that sparkles in the eye, and trembles in the tone. Tc;
appropriate a striking thought of Isaac Taylor, there is something
that comes forth through the five senses, as the gates of the body
and walks up and down through a world that is foreign to itsel;
and takes possession of it all, something invisible that with the
last, gurgling breath escapes, and wings its flight upward to Him
who is the only pure and holy Spirit. But what do weknow about
our own spirits? If you exclaim against it as a mystery to be
discarded, I remind you that it is no more difficult to explain the
nature of spiritithan it is to tell what matter is, that which you see
handle and recognize through your bodily senses. What pray i;
that which you call substance? Is it anything but the mer; matr’ix
ne.edful to hold together certain properties that belong to individuai
objects, by which they may be known? If you then cannot define
substance, how can you and I exclaim against the mystery of

[ — o & ET )

How can any single party be, at one and the :
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spirit?> But though we cannot tell exactly what spirit is, cannot
bring it before us in definite shape, color or dimension, we can
to some extent know what spirit is'through the properties which
belong to it. Take the definition given in the Shorter Catechism:
“God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable, in His being,
wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, and truth.” Hereare
the attributes of spirit, to some degree comprehensible by us
because their shadow, at least, has been impressed upon us. In
the faculty of mind, we have the shadow of God’s wisdom and so
can partly understand how that attribute shall apply to- Him. In
the conscience, which defines for us the distinction between right
and wrong, we have the likeness of Him who is infinite in His
holiness and justice. In the affections, binding us to those we
love, we are able to form some idea of the infinite love that dwells
in the heart of the infinite Father. In that executive faculty, which
concretes together all the operations of mind, conscience and heart
into a single act, you may seethe shadow of the infinite will, which
called man himself into being and created a world from chaos. I
wish you to feel today, as educated men going forth from the walls
of this institution to take your places in society and the world,
that the true glory of man is, at last, that he is made in the image
of God, reflecting dimly in the disclosures of reason, in the decisions
of conscience, and in the agts of the will, the very nature and
attributes of Him who rules ys all.

Though God possesses wisdom, power, justice, we are utter-
Iy unable to discover the process in which any of these attributes
are exercised by Him. We say that God is infinite in knowledge,
because He és infinite in wisdom. Now have we any idea of the
way in which God knows? Does He know as we know? How do
we come td knowledge? We start from certain premises and
walk with extreme caution along a line of investigation, until we
reach a definite conclusion; then we retrace our steps to discover
if we have allowed any of these premises to slip from our hand.
When we have gone over the whole course of our reasoning, and
have assured ourselves by inspection and re-inspection that noth-
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ing is incomplete, then and then only we can stand and proclaim :
I know. Now does' God know after that fashion? Does He start
from this.or that premise, and by and by reach His conclusion ?
Is the knowledge of God a successive knowledge, as it is with us ?
Surely not. There can be no succession to God’s .knowledge, fot
this would construe Him limited and imperfect. His knowledge
is one all-comprehending thought, even as His being is an ever-
present Now. This is a wonder which brings us to our knees,—
absolutely no limitation to'His justice, to his power, to His good-
ness, to His wisdam. In accomplishing the purpose of His will,
all things were knqwn to Him from the beginning. Charnock has
beautifully put the whole matter in a: nut-shiell, when he says:
“‘God has seen all things that may be, in the glass of His power,
and all things that shall be, in the glass of His Will.” Thus we
stand amazed before the immeasurability of His attributes and
the manfier'in which -God moves.

But it is to'the combination of the attributes that I wish par-
ticularly to' direct your attention. Infinite, eternal and -unchange-
able, in-justice, He is also infinite, eterndl-.and unchangeable in
mercy. How shall these two infinites be reconciled, and how can
infinite mercy dwell within and be enéircled by infinite justice ; and
also the converse of the'proposition? Justice demands the execu-
tion -of the law. Mercy cries aloud for pardon to the cringing
transgressor.  How then shall these seemingly opposing attributes
mot only be reconciled in‘the administration of His government;
‘but ‘antecedent to that, how shall they dwell in the Divine Being
Himself? How is it that these shade into each other, as the colors
of the spéctrum blend into the pure, white light> How do these
attributes; which seem to move in opposite directions, blend into
that holiness which is the glory of God, and before: which the
‘angels cry aloud when they worship before ‘the throne, saying-
“‘Who -shall not fear Theé, O-Liord, and glorify Thy name? for
Thou only-art holy”! In the Sacred Scriptures the:contradiction
is not only removed, but mercyis even found to have its seat in the
bosom-of justice itself. In‘the Sixty:second Psalm, we read these
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words: ‘‘God hath spoken once, twice have I heard this, that
power belongeth unto God; also unto Thee, O Lord, })eiongetvk
mercy, for Thou renderest to every man according to his work.

It is,‘therefore, in the exercise of rectoral justice, that God h?s
the power to manifest His quality of mercy. The solution of this

mystery is found only in the scheme-of grace through the redemp- -

tion of a lost world by Jesus Christ. We discover then thaF God
is alone, not only in the mystery of His self-existence and. in the
trinal nature of His being, but in the attributes through whlch.He
is made known to us as-God, and in the mode of their operatxon‘.

111 Consider His Onliness in the universal supremacy of His
{aw. By whatever terms we define man, he is a being undet: law.
Hence it is that all intelligent created beings must necessarily be
put upon probation. Angels and men, the only two classes of
beings of whom we have any definite knowledge, both of them-are
placed on trial, passing through a probation, becau;se they are
under the jurisdiction of law. This law is needed in order that
each may have his individual character developed., and have t¥|at
which is personal to himself indicated and emphasned: developn'{g
and differentiating those traces of holiness originally 1mpla.nted in
the heart of each and which we recognize in the obligations of
conscience. The law of God is simply the exposition of the
divine character. It is this fact which gives to law its treme.ndous
vitality and its awful majesty. . The law is God’s expression of
Himself. It is the unfolding of the principles of His own nature.
And the instant that the lawis broken, all these outraged attribu‘tes
leap forth like the fierce lightning from an angry clt.)ud,' pursuing
the transgressor to his overthrow. This avenging justice is the

expression:of what is essential to the very nature and being of the’

government of God. .

I rise now to a higher generalization. Not only is th.e law
under which men and angels were alike placed the expression of
the Divine Nature, but because it is so there can never be but one

law. There can no more be two laws than there can be two Gods. ~

If from some archangel’s-throne we could survey the universe, we

L
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should fihd the whole intelligent creation moving and acting under
this one perfect moral law which expresses the whole character and
rightful -authority of the Divine Being.  However varied to suit the
varying conditions of each, it must everywhere set forth the essen-
tial principles of jnstice, holiness and truth, in which all moral beings
are equally toncerned. From His own august throne, Jehovah
looks down upon myriads of worlds which He has thrown info
space, bringing all created intelligence under the sway of one
imperial law, the embodiment of His moral right to rule over all
in His unchangeable holiness. Let us thenbow with adoringawe
before the mighty sway of this universal law, recognizing in it one
of the supremest revelations of God to man. ’
An apt illustration, showing how a law essentially the same
may be variously adapted to different classcs, is furnished in the
different constitutions under which angels and men were severally

~placed. The former were put individually upon probation, each

standing or faliing for himself alone.  This appears from the
revealed fact that some of them kept their first estate of holiness,
whilst others fell by transgression and are now “‘reserved in chains
under darkness unto the judgment "of the great day.” The
human race, on the contrary, was placed under what may be tech-
nically termed a Federal Constitution, in which 21l the generations
of men were represented in the first Adam, to’ be accepted or
condemned hefore God, through his obedience or disobedience
reckoned to them as their own. Human nature, thus tairted by
sin at its fountain head, is transmiitted from sire to son through

by natural descent, and the whole world
becomes guilty before'

holy law. The difference between these two constitutiong is
sufficiently obvious, and the reasons for it are patent omevery page
of Scripture, in the scheme of'Redemption thercin-revealed. The
dispensation under which the angels were placed was one of pure
law, whose authority should be upheld through an administration
of absolute justice. The dispensation under which man “was

Placed was designedly federal in itS'éliaracter,"fé‘illustrate the

-
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i me th
administration of law under the guidance gf tmlgxzicyr;'l o’rl;;};,uzpe;
, ive in the person of the firs a .
federal representative in t the first  only epen
ed the way for the federal represen‘tatlve m}ﬂ_le pe son o 1he
second Adam. Through the work of redemption ac{ i-'h 4
i i f grace is introduced, whic
the latter, a dispensation o - . <h s
}ljt}e]nceforth grafted upon law, and mercy is forsver lbiegnc:;d uv;lotn
justi i . becomes thus the platfor
justice. This world of ours tes o
J\:ll}bxich are solved all the problems of justice-and off la;v\;..onTohfeGs;)dL’xs
- i i -of sin in the manifestati
tion is found for the existence o e eon by che
in Hi dfess love which blends in sweete 1
e Hie ot de s of His mercy. These
f His justice and the -tendernes ,
ter;(’l‘f Oroblemjs being once solved are doubtless so!ved for t}.lﬁ
a:i\l:e;‘si and solved forever. When this dispensatlofx on ;at:t
» ) n,
;Jhall end, a final arrest shall be put upon tlhe.propags..tli)nnalow;ld
" j ist only in one dis :
ich will, .after the judgment, exis 1 world

::Q:i'e the lost, who have sinned against mercy as ‘-Niu asf agamsttjkruss

| will fined. The principle of grace thus
tice and law, will be forever con. ! ! Brace thus

i ’ 1 sufferings and death,

. ht out in the forge of Christ’s pena ngs and deat!
Kel:‘r(::egf:)rth engrafted upon law, admits of appllcatlolr} Llnt dlffsei;e}?j
: ‘ infinite wi . Asappliedtoa

irections in God’s infinite wisdom and love . '
dlrecn?tni‘,égures redemption and eternal salvat‘xon; as apphed" to
ralcuc;’l race,-it secures confirmation indefectibly in holmes.s forevtelrlr.
?n th?’s Iattér case, we find the relation which Christ slustalr:is ;c;) ade
Hi i their Ruler an ead.
Is in His exaltation over the.m as thei .
}%‘:Y a;%?; testifies: “‘Jesus Christ is gone mt.o‘ beaven, and is
utsh r: ht hand of God, angels and authontu.as and' powers
g‘{ ’ (:-nadge subject unto Him.” Paul also bears witness m.Ep};e-
i?:sg that ““God hath set Him at his own right handd in th:
S . 3 . :
'heavenldy places, far above all principality, anddpowir, a;ly . ;:lgthis
om:ni ’ that is named, not on
and dominion, and every name ame oy in this
1i i ich is to come. n thus ‘‘putting
world, bt also in that Wth}} is to T e
i i d giving Him to be head ov .
things under His feet an ; 2l things
y M cy of one unive
he church,” we find the supremacy o _
g‘artxd(lay (;exhibited in the application to distinct classes of moral

i i i sations.
beings, under two varying dispen
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hadid

WV. We may consider 1he Onliness of God in the mystery - of
the manifestation of Him that is tnvisible, the tnvisible God, N o
man hath seen God at any time;” the word ‘‘man,” ‘being in
italics, may, be' deleted and the l%mguage become broader still, “no
being hath seen God at any time, and lived.” He js pure spirit;
to emphasize which he has strictly forbidden us in the Decalogue
to form any image of him, either material or mental,

We may

not give to Him, even in our mental conception, shape or dimen- .

sion of any kind. Mental idolatry is as strictly forbidden as that
which is material, Notwithstanding this inhibition, history pre-
sents’ the astounding fact that idolatry has prevailed ~almost
univérsally ever since the Flood. In the antediluvian world the
apostasy of man consisted in materialistic atheism, which resulted
in such gigantic wickedness that the earth itself needed to be
purified from its stdin- by the waters of the Deluge. By virtue
of the Covenant, afterwards made with Noah, this raging-depravi-
ty seemed to be restrained within a narrower limit; and before
thé Tower of Babel we find the apostasy of man taking the less
blasphemous form of materialistic idolatry. God is recognized,;
indéed, but’ worshipped through images which human hands have
made.

Here is a problem which challenges attention. How comes
it to pass that nineteen ceaturies after the birth of Christ, notwith-
standing all the efforts to spread tlie knowledge of the Gospel, this
gross idolatry should still prevail over three:fourths-of the earth’s
surface? Can any reasonable solution be found for such a con-
tinuous and almost universal perversion of the worship of Him who
is a_pure spirit ? May not the explanation' be found in the real
difficulty of ‘holding before the mind -a distinct conception of a
Being whom we do not see’ and cannot bring before our- mental
vision in any definite shape? This has been the apology for
idolatry in every age, that the'idol is not itself the object of adora-
tion, but only the representative symbol of the unseen Jehovah:
Eveh undér the old dispensation, God went before the Israelites
under the symbol of the pillar of fire by night, which becarnie the

AR T . w— T
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pillar of cloud by day. Still later, in the constructx;n of L}:i
Tabernacle, and afterward in-the TemPle at _]et:u.salem, 1t t(:;sy-mést-
of the divine presence was the Shechinah, a visible sp ;:ln or rsto
ing between the Cherubim upon the fnercy-s:eat: All this I§oe 0
show the difficulty to be real in holding dxstn'lctly before‘lt : m <
an unseen being as the object of our W(?rshxp.“ The »socllj {onthe
this brings us to the mystery of the mamfesta'txon of bGok tm e
person of Jesus-Christ; and this in turn carries us }?c ) oIt ¢
earlier mystery of the triune subsistence of the C{od-heab. s
the Second Person, the Only-begottccaln I;)f tftl_;: Fz]izttlzrr';a:v “(;orzc‘owh@
i 4in Jesus of Nazareth; an e, the ; [
ls[;)?l:: a;:tlfe l:ni]verse into being, becomes the.Rev.ealer of. God fore}f/‘e;‘
to the creature. Thus it has pleased the 1.nﬁmte1y wise, ';‘Tlercli uh
and loving God to provide a remedy for this great want. | ric;1 %e
all eternity, the glorified humanity of our exalted Redelej.rr.lter .wof e
the manifestation of the unseen ]ehov'ah.' The exg Aa(j;;t};o .
this is' found once for all in the Revelation 21:23: ‘And -:- fo);
had no need of the sun, neither of the moon,.to shl.n}e.1 1:}11 11‘6,0f g
the-glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb s the_hg t;i ;r t};e
In the original Greek, two different words are employe ot e
term.“light"’ which is here used. The first term represen o
glory of God as a diffused light, like that of the sun at noon-sen);,s
filling all heaven with its splendor. "I‘h? ss:co.nd tz?rm, repreitted“
the l.amb as the luminary through which this light is transtrlx: e h
The glorified form of our Christ is the grand ’:x:ansparenc;r thx;u in
which all the glory of the God-head shall forew_zr stream orh' ;:n
the myriads of saints and angels that are .con.tmually wo;‘ls 1ppa ng
God inthat place where they hunger not n_elther areht_ ;recst‘l e).r
more tears. Here, then, according to the testlm.ony c_yf the ﬂpSh”._:
is'tHe great mystery of Godliness, ‘‘God manifest in the fle

the invisible Spirit disclosing His nature and will to creatures who.

have been formed inHis'own image through a Being whg gc.)x’{)r]b;nes

in Himself the-attributes of both- natures, :the human a.mH. ivi ’;mé
V. Consider, in the last place, the Ganes.’s’qf God in 'z:-su;:. e

blessedress. He is called ‘‘the blessed God.” The-dignity- of-

——
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-p.assagc mignt be impaired, but it would com :
?}:::ll\iroirl}: l;(;l(lioguiglly rendered, ‘‘the hap;;l?;c;; S? ulelf;rtewere
priatisioton I_;r;Scr}mtureﬁo define the Divine Being. Hea?;
b t},e S;(:,:Cond15Hovn'e. In the first, He is the author of our
e e Su.b , He is the source of our knowledge; in th
the fact that He is lztva;canf ?IU;; llzy‘ hGOd L ety ble’ssed i:
e Ve ; ve has its full expansion i i
e V;islt]egnge.on 'L‘:e. love of the Father, like Hispinﬁn(i)tr: ll:eilr:{ls
i ever owin ti;zl the Son,.and through the Son upon the S ir;gtfr
i its et etemgal ini g:iger flowing through the Son to the Fai)her,
o this ctemal t'enha.ngq .of love between Father, Son and Hol.
st b s ixtx.xtes the joy of the God-head. Jehovahisth Y
the on -woridf uv o is s.ufﬁment in and of Himself. He needs r:lb
created worl \‘mi(;? I\_;}‘]’Ch to expend His Love, but is infinitely thz
plessed (vod within 1fns§lf. The great mystery is that, ;upreme
g in any_ s esagl e should form creatures capable of shar-
of His i, e this i preciely rovesled 5 o n she Holy Serip
o . . r revealed to usin i
smus,_f ;iavtei;lsg;ﬁeq samts. and angels, in Jesus Chrit:lte S:}:’ I?I(:;g
[oreve alre;s in Fhe joy of their Lord. . !
e e s wmc}; s\so_ken of the supremacy of God's moral law
toric. O of the as reserv.ed ff)r connection with the presen;v
e ern hromsh tl:st splendid triumphs of modern science is the
ol o ot gcm e spectrum analysis, that the planets of our
i e e O“:stxtutegl of ?lements similar if not identical
e o o nhearth. This makes them all akin by nature
bl cespctive o they all revolve with a common movement i’
e st world(;r. 1tshar9und the sun., Who shall say that all ;BZ
families o oron S%lr?kt e vastness of space are not distributed int
center by the sombined action of centrfugal and cortipeta o :
fonver >y ¢ entrifugal and centripeta
paraua}; haste(l;s;oge to one of those fixed stars ir? wliii(l)lrcrfs
parallax has cve w;etf;n .dlsclosed; why may not each one of these
b b d, 1 its system of worlds revolving around it?
. eclared that our solar system, a unit in itsellf'

‘
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mioves in its wider orbi

of progréss so slow that since

advanced only the one three-th
Carry out the analogy hereagain,

in which it moves.

all the systems of worlds to parta
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16. BACCALAUREATE SERMON.

wish to know what you are going to do abomit it. Shall this God
be your God, henceforth and forever? Thefe can be no escape
from Him. His will rules the universe. “If we take the wings
of the mdrhing, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even
there shall His hand lead us, and His right hand shall hold us. If .
we say, Surely the darkness shall cover us, even the night shall be e

light about us. VYea, the darkness hideth not from Him, but the F . o \

night shineth as the day: the darkness and the light are both alike N «
to Him.” I wish to impress this truth upon your hearts. There
is no getting away from God or from His law. Will you make
this God your friend? In order to do this you must find Him in z
Christ. -There He manifests Himself. There all His attributes are .
reconciled. There is the revelation of all His glory, You need ¢

not raise any idol, or scale some distant star, to give you truest s
knowledge of the infinite God. ““God is in Christ, reconciling the [ ¢
world unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them”, -
and when you are in Christ, and God is in Christ, you are together
with God and He-will no longer impute your transgressions unto
you. God is already in Christ removing all the obstacles that
stand in the way of a perfect reconciliation with Himself. It is
only needed that you and I be in Christ too. And when Christ
has gathered up all His redeemed, He will lay them in the bosom
of the Father, and there shall be their joy and portion forever, as
lasting as eternity, as deep and perfect as the very nature of the
only God Himself. . Surely you must feel there is nothing in all
this universe greater than God, supreme in the majesty of His
Onliness, ruling all things, pervading all things, from whom there
isno escape, and before whose awful presence we must all come at
last to be judged ‘‘according to the deeds done in the body."
Accept Him therefore, making ' your life here a benediction, and
winning hereafter the ‘“‘crown of righteousness which the Lord
will give to all them that love His appearing.”
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