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SERMONIC.

WILL GOD DWELL WITH MEN?

By Bissor MATTHEW SmMPsoN, 1N Mapi-
soN AVENUE M. E. CHURCH, NEW YORK.

Bul il God in very deed dwell with men
on the earth 2>—2 Chron. vi: 18,

THE human soul in its better moments
longs for the knowledge and friendship
of God; and to many a heart the ques-
tion comes as it did to Solomon: ** Will
God in very deed dwell with men on the
earth?” Will He come to iny heart; shall
Iknow Him in His presence and in the
fullness of His power? There are times
of prosperity, of health, with friends
around us, with our usual wants sup-
plied, when we think little of God, and
the soul does not feel so much that
there is need of Him. But to every one
of us there has come, or will come, mo-
ments of anxiety, moments of sorrow,
moments when we shall feel that there
i3 no human friend that can supply for
us that which we need. There will come
a time when the soul isabout to quit its
abode in this earthly tabernacle and to
go out alone into eternity; and then,
when all human help is felt to fail, the
soul cries ont for God. Will He come
near; will He befriend and be with us
in those moments? The Psalmist de-

scribes this longing for God, as like the
thirst experienced in a dry land, where
no wateris, the unsatisfied, the constant,
parching feeling of thirst; so the soul
cries out for God, even for the living
God.

I do not suppose that, in this ques-
tion asked by Solomon, he had any
doubt. It is putina form to impress
itself: ‘“Will God in very deed ” dwell
with men on the earth; will He so
dwell that we shall know of His pres-
ence? The question appears to have
been answered by his own soul, for im-
mediately he asks that God will look
with favor on the enterprise of opening
that temple, and be with the people,
and with confidence he asks for the abid-
ing presence of God with them. So that
I understand the gnestion to have its
own answer, and that answer to be:
*‘God will indeed, most assuredly, dwell
with men on the earth.”

The circamstances under which the
words were spoken are full of interest.
The temple had been built—a temple
which had occupied more than seven
years in building, on which had been
expended millions of money, which was
one of the finest edifices ever reared on
earth. In the quaint language of the

[The first several sermons are reported in full; the remainderare given in condensed form. Every
care is taken to make these reports correct; yet our readers must not forget that it would be unfair

to hold a speaker responsible for what may app

discourse.)

in a cond tion, made by another, of his
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on, and the introduction of his house-
hold into the church of Christ.

The Conversion of the Jaller,
(Lesson February 17, 1884.)
By B. M. Pauuer, D. D., First PrEs-
BYTERIAN CHURCH, NEW ORLEANS.

And they said, Believe on the Lorl Jesus
Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy
house.—Acts xvi: 31.

AMONG the passages of Scriptnre which
explicitly declare the necessity of faith
in the sinner’'s salvation, the text has
the advantage of being a direct applica-
tion of the principle in a conorete case.
Christianity then, both in doctrine and
practice, has but one answer to those
who ask the jailer's question. Yet this
is not the answer which hnman philos-
ophy would have returned. It wonld
never have dreamed of proposing to re-
deem a soul from guilt through the
obedience of another.

L Why then in a scheme of graceis faith
announced as the sole term of salvation ?
The reply is that salvation includes de-
liverance from the punishment of sin,
from its dominion, from its defilement,
and finally from its being.

1. The first step therefore is pardon.
But law can make no provision for this,
without annulling its own aunthority.
Even grace can only offer pardon to the
sinner upon the full reparation to infin-
ite justice through the expiatory suffer-
ings and death of Christ, as his substi-
tute under the law. Thus, pardon has
been already procured, and needs only
to be accepted. Hence the necessity of
faith, or trust, in Him who has lifted
the sentence nunder which we were con-
demned.

Baut a criminal may be exempted from
punishment, who is not restored to
favor; and the sinner cannot be accept-
ed before God, unless invested with a
righteousness that shall entitle him to
this privilege. This too has been pro-
cured through the obedience of our
Head. Nothing remains but to appro-
priate and make it our own, through the
faith which becomes thus the sole and
necessary term of salvation. |
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2. So far, the legal relations of the
sinner only are changed: the next step
is the removation of his nature. The
principle of sin must be broken within
him, so that he may be delivered from
the dominion of sin no less than from its
guilt. Thisisaccomplished in the New
Birth, imparting spiritual life, and im-
planting the principle of holiness where-
by the sinner becomes ** anew creature”
in Christ Jesus. From this flows onr
progressive sanctification, just as the
line is generated from a moving point,
in which the power of sin is daily weak-
ened in the soul. In all this however
Christ only fulfils the office of a king,
*subduing us to himself” by the re-
newing power of the Holy Spirit. Hence
again the necessity of faith in Him by
whom the salvation, within as well as
without us, has been wrought.

3. The salvation is not complete
whilst a trace of sin remains.. Its last
stain must be removed, and its very be-
ing must be destroyed. This occurs at
death, when we are perfectly transform-
ed into the image of our Lord and are
translated into the presence of His glory
forever. But only those share in thLis
blessedness of the Redeemer who are
united to Him by a faith which ¢ re-
ceives and rests upon him alone for sal-
vation as he is offered in the gospel.”

Faith, and faith alone, is thus the in-
dispensable condition of salvation from
sin; whether this be viewed with refer-
ence to gnilt, or its dominion, or its de-
filement, or its presence and being.

II. What now is this faith, which is the
instrument of our salvation ?

1. It is a grace wrought within us by
the Holy Ghost, a divine principle im-
planted in the new birth, the first sign
of the spiritual life which has been in-
fused. The sinner’s constant mistake
consists in spinning this faith out of his
own reason, instead of receiving it as a
gift from God.

2. The exercise of this faith is our
own act; and it draws upon the whole
contents of our being, bringing every
faculty of the soul into play—and is the
precise point at which the entire agency
and responsibility of the creature are
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reeognized in  the matter of salva-
tiom.

3. Faith always includes repentance.
Theyare the two poles of the same truth.
Motion to a place always necessitates
motion from a place. Faith is the move-
ment of the soul to Christ, under the
drawing of the Spirit; repentance is the
co-ordinate movement of the sounl away
from its own 8ins. The measure of the
one is the measnure of the other.

4. Faith is the conveyance of the soul
toJesus Christ, and is the human meas-
ure of His atonement. The divine meas-
ureis the law which it has ¢ mngnified;”
bot the kuman measare is the faith
which embraces it.

5. Faith is the bond, on. the part of
the creature, by which he is united with
Christ, and made *‘ partaker of the
divine natnre.” It is therefore the root
of all true obedience and comfort in
God's service. It can never lead to the
“filthy antinomianism,” which says,
“Let us continue in sin that grace may
abound.”

{onchision.—The goodness of God in
reducing the sinner’s salvation to a
single issne. It has always been His
way. Under the first covenant, whilst
the law covered man's entire nature, the
t*mptation was restricted to one form,
and Adam’s obedience was snbjected to
a single test. So the sinner is shat up
to asingle issne. He has only to accept
the xalvation freely offered in the Gos-
pel. In it possible to conceive any offer
mere moderate, more simple, more
reasonable, more easy than this? How
much is the sin of rejecting this salva-
tion aggravated by this fact?

The Thessalonians and Bereans,

(Lesson Febmary 24.)
Br “CrLeriCrs ” [ PRESBYTERIAN], BROOK-
LYN.*

These were more noble than those in Thes-
salonica, in that they received the word
itk all readiness of mind, and searched

*Dr. J. H. Vincent, who engaged to furnish
the sermon on this lesson, found it impossible
® do 50 and a clergyman who prefers to be
known as **Clericus,” bas consented to take his
place.—Ep,

The Internafional Sunday-School Seruvice.
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the Scriptures daily, whether these things
were so.—-Acts xvii: 11,

TRESsALONICA was a maritime city of
Macedonia, situated on the Thertaic
Gulf (now the Gulf of Salonica), and
rose into importance with the decay of
Greek nationality, It shared with Co-
rinth and Ephesus the commerce of the
Levant, It was therefore an invaluable
centre for the spread of Christinanity:
and the apostle to the Gentiles evinced
great sagacity in seizing upon such
strong and influential centres of trade
and commerce to plant the Cross and in-
fuse the leaven of the New Faith. Paul,
in company with Silas and Timothy, vis-
ited the city during his second mission-
ary tour. He found here many Jews—
for, the world over and in all ages, they
have been a frading race--and a syna-
gogue, which was the first scene of his
labors, He spent considerable time
in this place making two, if not three
visits,and gathering a large and flourish-
ing Christian church, to which two of
his epistles were addressed. Itisstilla
city of commercial importance, with a
population of 80,000 sounls, Its numer-
ous existing mosques, some of them
very celebrated, were once Christian
churches,

BEREA was also a large city in Ma-
cedonin, thirty-five miles west of Thes-
salonica, on the slope of the Olympian
mountain range, ‘ beautiful for situa-
tion”"—commanding a fine view of the
plain of the Axius and Haliacmon.* It
was a fitting tem porary retreat for Paul
and his companions, after their narrow
escape from the rage of the Jews of
Thessalonica. But instead of rest and
quiet, they went straightway into the
synagognue of the Jews and boldly pro-
claimed the Word of God, and with
marked success. ¢ But when the Jews
of Thessalonica™ heard of it, *‘they
came thither likewise, stirring up and
troubling the multitude.” It was
deemed prudent that Panl should re-

* The site of this ancient city is occupied by
the modern town of Heria, with a population of
10,000 gouls. An American missionary, Rev. F.
M. Dood, of Bloomfield, N, J., has spent a long
life here in the service of the A, B. C. F. M.
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