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mulating an independent position, and his sagacity dis-

played in the purchase of stocks has secured for him the

directorship of several companies, and the Presidency of

the Accommodation Bank, a position to which he has been

twice elected. His management of this institution has been

eminently successful, profitable to the stockholders and

satisfactory to its patrons. This bank is established upon

a firm basis, and its dividends will compare favorably with

any similar institution in the country. As Cashier, Presi-

dent Benton has the valuable assistance and services of

Mr. Richard Wood, an experienced accountant and busi-

ness man, whose devotion to the affairs of the Company

has contributed not a little to its success. Although a

Northern man by birth, Mr. Benton has become thoroughly

identified with the South, and is as devoted to its welfare

and prosperity as the most ultra Southerner. He married

the daughter of the late Barton Lee of Mississippi, and

since his residence in this State has become a large land

owner. Never having be^n a politician or a partisan, he

has avoided making enemies and he now enjoys the satis-

faction of feeling and knowing that the community in

which he lives cherishes no bitter animosities against him.

On the contrary, those who know him recognize and ap-

preciate his sterling qualities, whilst his general reputation

is that of an honest, upright, and enterprising citizen, and

a generous and benevolent man. Though comparatively

just embarking in business in this city, a bright and pros-

perous future is in store for all who possess the industry,

perseverance and integrity of Mr. E. B. Benton.

BENJAMIN MORGAN PALMER, D. D. LL. D.

Rev. Dr. Palmer, one of the most distinguished divines

of this city and of the age in which he lives, was born Jan-

uary 2.5th, 1818, in the City of Charleston, S. C, where his

ancestors were settled prior to the Revolution, and where

his father before hhn was bom.

The family was well known in that city, the grandfather

living to the advanced age of 98 years, and one of the last

links connecting with the Colonial History of South Caro-

lina. The uncle, whose full name was transmitted to the

nephew, was, for a quarter of a century, a leading pastor

in one of its churches. The father, Rev. Edward Palmer,

survives, at the age of 84 years, and is still a laborious

pastor in the town of "Walterboro, S. C, having always

maintained the character of an accomplished divine and

most urbane gentleman. It is not too much to say that he

has transmitted to his still more eminent son, as an invalu-

able inheritance, much of the grace which marked the

character of the beloved disciple of the Great Founder of

the Christian Faith.

Dr. Palmer graduated, with the highest distinction, at

the University of Georgia, August, 1838; entered upon
the study of Divinity in the Theological Seminary at Col-

umbia, S. C, and was licensed to preach tiic gospel by the

Presbytery of Charleston, April, 1841.

He was married in October of the same year, to Miss

Mary A. McConnell, a native of Liberty County, Georgia,

and was, soon after, ordained and installed pastor of the

First Presbyterian Church in Savannah, Ga.

His ecclesiastical relation was dissolved a year after, by
transfer to the pastoral charge of the church in Columbia,

S. C. In this connection he remained fourteen years, 1842

-1856, during the last three of which, 1853-1856, he

filled the chair of Church History and Government in the

Theological School at Columbia, in connection with his

pastoral duties.

A visit to the South West, in the interest of this Divinity

School, during the Winter of 1855, brought him into ac-

quaintance with the First Presbyterian Church, New Or-

leans, then vacant by the removal to California of its

former pastor, Rev. W. A. Scott, D. D., and resulted, after

negotiations protracted through a portion of two years, in

his settlement in this important church, in December, 1856.

Here his labors have been continued to the present time.

In the year 1847, in connection with the Rev. Drs.

Thornwell, Howe, Smythe, and other distinguished men,

he became one of the projectors and editors of "The
Southern Presbyterian Review," a,ii able religious quartei'ly,

published at Columbia, S. C, and which has maintained an

almost uninterrupted existence, being now in its 23d

volume.

The Honorary Degree of Doctor of Divinity was con-

ferred on him, in 1852, by Oglethorpe University in the

State of Georgia, and that of Doctor of Laws, in 1870, by
Westminster College, in the State of Missouri.

At the formation of the General Assembly of the South-

em Pre-sbyterian Church, in 1861, he was' called to preside

over that venerable Court at its first sessions in the city of

Augusta, Ga.

Few American divines. North, South, East or West,

have obtained a reputation for eloquence equal to that of

Dr. Palmer, none surpass him in theological or secular lore.

To intellectual powers of a high order, admirably trained

and disciplined, he unites an amount and variety of learn-

ing seldom attained. Literary associations and even Uni-

versities receive, rather than confer, honor, by his accep-

tance of their appointments to address them on important

occasions. Envy and jealousy are silenced and overcome

by the singular modesty and thorough absence of all

assumption, which are characteristic traits of this distin-

guished scholar. In the respect that is entertained for

him, in the secret and overt influence he exerts, no divine

belonging to the great Presbyterian Church of the United

States stands in advance of Dr. Palmer. Even those sects,

denominations and churches in New Orleans, which occupy

other platforms of religious faith, acknowledge his rare

genius, his profound learning, his wondrous eloquence, his

possession of all those fine qualities of mind and heart, and

his manifestation of all those christian virtues and sympa-

thies, which constitute the model diqine. The Crescent

City is proud of his reputation, and his own numerous, in-

telligent and wealthy congregation regards him with en-

thusiastic devotion.




