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ARTICLE 1.

TESMIMONY OF THE REFORMERS TO THE DOCTRINE OF THE

The reformers were men of eminent ability and scholar-
ship, and familiar with the scri[l)tures in their original
langnages. They were also familiar with all the contro-
versies which had been agitated in the church respectin
the doctrine of the Trinity, and were very soon calle
upon to engage in these controversies themselves. They
acknowledged the right and duty of private judgement
and the divine perfection and authority of the Scriptures
as an infallible ground of faith and hope. To the bible,
therefore, they appealed as the ground of their faith and
hope, and with free, diligent ang impartial investigation,
relying on the promised guidance of the Holy Spirit, they
sought to discover and Fresent its meaning as the teach-
ing of Him who cannot lie and who will not deceive, and
who has assured us that ‘“‘all scripture is given by inspi-
ration of God and is profitable to doctrine, for reproof
and for correction.”

Their testimony is not the opinion of one man, nor of
a few, nor of those of one country, but of many, yea,
of large bodies of men in various countries acting with-
out concert, with many conflicting interests, as at present,
in the face of persecution, danger and death, with much
painful and laborious investigation and discussion, with
every skill in languages, understanding the signification
and force of words, the drift and scope of the divine
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ARTICLE VI.
IMPORT OF HEBREW HISTORY.

Post-Biblical His of the Jews; from the closs of
the Old Te eatametgt':y aﬂgut the year 450 B. C. E., till the
destruction of the Second Temple in the year- 70, C.
%. By Morris J. Rarmarr, Phk: ., Labb-
Preacher at the Synagogue, Greene 8t., N. Y. - 2 vols.,
12 mo., pp, 405, 486. Moss & Bro., Phila.: 1855. -

It is a significant confession of the anthor before us,
that  from Josephus, who wrote in the first century of
the Christian Era, to-Jost, who within the last thirty
years published his work in Germany, no Jew has writ-
ten the history of his people in any-other language than
Hebrew.”* This fact finds a partial explanation in the
broken nationality -of the Hebrews. Almost from the
captivity in Babylon, their history becomes hopelessly
implicated in that of the foreign nations by whom the{
have been successively overlaid; and it is a weary tas
to eliminate from the tangled web this single and cons
tinuous thread. © Upon closing the book of Malachi, we
must not only step down from the elevation and security
of inspired documents into all the confusion and suspicion
of merely human records, but are forced to dig about the
ruins of obsolete empires and disinter this people, buricd
beneath the accumulated rubbish, whose history we de-
gire to trace. The labor is intensely aggravated, when
the unity of the nation was finally destroyed, and we are
compelled to trace the wanderers into all the lands
whither their restless feet have borne them.

Groaning under the oppression and calumny of eigh-
teen centuries, no people ever had so much occasion to
arraign its traducers before the bar of impartial History:
which never has failed, upon sufficient evidence, to re-
verse the judgment of previons ages, afid to render com-
plete, though it may be tardy, justice to communities as
well astoindividuals. If,with the materialsof trinmphant

* Introduction, p. 14
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vindicationlocked upinthe cipher of their sacred tongue,
they have so long submitted to be ¢ the jest of folly and
the scorn of pride,” then surely is ¢ snfferance the badge
of all their tribe.” The prospect, however, of reading
now a history written by a Hebrew, covering a most im-
Eortant period of their national existence, and enriched
y -these secret treasures, led us to open these volumes
with an exceeding relish, rejoicing that at length
the lions .in the fable had found a painter.* ut
never was an author’s promise more completely unre-
deemed.. We-close the book without finding a solitary
addition to our previous store of knowledge. The refer-
ences throughout are to writers perfectly accessible and
familiar to English readers, with the exception of occa-
sional quotations from the Talmud; which last are so
utterly irrelevant and trivial, that we can discover no
motive for their introduetion beyond the mere pedantry
of Hebrew learning. - ' ~ :
- We are far from denying all historical merit to these
volumes, considered simply as & re-production of what
may be found in older and.quite accessible works. Dr.
Raghal] traces, with commendable clearness, the clue
of Jewish history through the complicated period which
followed upon the dismemberment of Alexander’s great
empire, until Palestine fell under the Grsco-Egyptian
dominion. He unfolds, sufliciently, for the purposes of
historical narrative, though by no means with philoso- .
hic acuteness and fulness, the domestic and foreign pol-
icy of the Ptolemies and of the Seleucidee. He records,
with a patriotic fervour, quite winni¥ and attractive,
the truly heroic achievements of the Maccabean period.
We sympathize with the pious indignation with which
be exposes the treachery and cruelty of the Herodian
dynasty. We subscribe to all his views of the artitices
of Roman diplomacy, with- its engraved motto * divide
et impera.” We are willing to abandon to his tender
mercies that time-serving pelitician, Josephus, not for-
etting, however, the severer castigation he hus received
from writers, not d ewish—De Quincy, for example. And
we have tears of compassion, by no means hypocritical,

# Introduetion, p. 16
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to mingle with his own over the fall of Jeruealem, and
the horrors of that memorable siege. In short, if we are
allowed to rank this work in that unpretending class of
books with which our press is now teeming, written sim-
ply to render popular what is already known, and to
diffuse information rather than to make any concrete
addition, we can heartily contribute by commending to its
free circulation. But then the author should not have
flaunted in his introduction this pompous allusion to
Hebrew archives, from which he has drawn no facts;
and might even have spared his complaints of * monkish
rancour and prejudice,” since he has failed to re-write
the history which these have tinged. A strong tonvic-
tion, upon two points, will be produced however upon
the mind of every. intelligent reader of these twa vol
umes. The first 1s, the substantial fidelity of the cur-
rent Christian bistories of the Jewish people; since we
receive them back from the ordeal of Hcbrew criticism,
vouched as authorities upon which:a Jewish Rabbi has
been content himself to draw, the verity of which must
therefore stand unimpeached. The second is, that the
* Jews themnselves have nothing to add from all their se-
cret and boasted stores, to what the world already knows
of their varieus and painful fortunes. Indeed it is
a mere subterfuge to appeal from the verdict of all hie-
tory, upon the ground that the writers are Christians
aud not Jews, uuless the appellants have resources from
which to re-write that history ; and it is in this view we
said in the outset, that the deafth of Jewish historians
during eighteen hundred years, was so significant a fact.
The allegation that Christian- writers are necessarily in-
imical to the Jew, is sheer oant. The books of the Old
Testament form nosmall part of the Christian Canon, as
they do the Jewish: and there is no adequate motive
for a systematic perversion of the Biblical History with
-us more than with them. No one should know better
-than Dr. Raphall, that the earliest persecutions endured
by the Christian church, were both inflicted and insti-
gated by his own people. No oue should know better
than he, that those persecutions were not reciprocated
by the church till she became corrupt, and a hierarchy
was formed by union with the State ; nor that the great-
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est sufferings of his nation came from that anti-Christian
ﬁo.wer, which. has always dipped its garrpents in the

lood of the witnesses of the .truth; nor that wherever
the spirit of true Christianity has prevailed, the Hebrew
has found an asylum. The tone therefore of his whole
Introduction appears to us nnworthy of this “ master in
Israel ;” and the work itself, we accept as a judgment
tak_eu by confession of the truthfulness of our own his-
torians. ]

We have been especially disappointed with our au-
thor’s treatment of two subjects falling properly within
the range of this higtory. ‘These are the rise of the dif-
ferent religious parties among the Jews, and the advent
of Christ. As to the former, Dr. Raphall simply intro-
duces the Pharisees in the height of their influence and
power, quietly assmning their existence from the begin--
ning, as censervators of the traditiuns and custows re-
cgived orally from Moses. Yet he could not be ignorant
that the inspired records of his nation inake no mention
of such a party, nor that the existence of such traditions
is stoutly denied as the fiction of .a later and a corrnpt
age. It seems to us that here, if any where in.the his-
tory, it was in his power to have thrown light from the
secret records of his nation. It would have gratified us,
if he bad defined, with historic precision, the tenets of
this popular party in the Jewish church ; and especially
if he had traced the circumstances under whicl, after
the Babylonish captivity, it grew into pysition and power.
Equally unsatisfactory is his brief account of the Sad-
ducees. For while he represents them as a reactionary
party, produced by the extravagances of the Pharisees,
and moulded into form by the influence of Grecian Pbi-
losophy and cultuye, yet {xe does uot state through what
avennes the two systems were brought into contact, nor
by what methods this Grecian influence was_insinuated
into the Hebrew mind. We by no.mmeans deny the con-
nexion between Sadduceism and the skeptical schools of
Greek Philosophy ; but we regret .that the author has
failed to enrich, his work by any researches in this direc
tion. .
" Dr. Raphall, it is true, * disclaims for his work the
title of learned,” and promises that his ‘ readersshall not
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be wearied with long dissertations on Talmudic lore, or
with uncalled-for polemics on points at issne between
Church and Synagogue.”* 1t is, however, a profound
mistake to separate thus *longo intervallo” the facts of
history from the philosophy which interprets themn.—
Human life Is but a conflict of principles ; and the ordi-
nary reader cares for the details of history only so far
as to enable him to generalize its gredt and final results.
In the two most popular historical works of our own
day, Mr. Macaulay’s History of England and D’Au-
bigne’s History of the Reformation, the peculiar charm
lies in the distinctness with which the principles are
brought out, underlying the movements in both the pe-
riods respectively. The dramatic character of these two
works depends largely upon this: inasmuach as the per-
sonages of the history become individual by representing
the leading ideas of their age, and working them out
concretely "in the history of their times. Thus, if our
author had exhibited fully the rise of all the religious
parties in Judea, with the relations they sustained to
each other; if he had drawn a picture of the daily life
of the Hebrews, presenting their methods of common
education under the labors of the Levitical Class ; espe-
cially it he bad admitted us to the inner religious life of
this epoch, and the influence of the Synagogue worship,
he would have rendered the history far more vivid, and
afforded the key by which could be’ explained all the
events leading to the destruction of Jerusalem, and the
final expatriation of his people.

But most strange and unpardonable of all is the slight
reference made by the author to the introduction of the
Christian scheme.: The reader will scarcely believe that
one brief sentence comprises all that a Jewish Rabbi has
to say upon a system holding the peculiar relations to
Judaism which Christianity does: *‘at its origin, and
during its infancy, Christianity has no claim upon the
attention of the Jewish historian. It is in its day of
power, when, full-grown, it chooses to abuse its strength
and to emulate the worst. deeds of those varnished Phari-
sees whom its founder so justly condemns;—it is then

* Introduetion, p. 18.
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that Christianity enforces its painful claim on the reluc-
tant notice of him who relates the tear-bedewed and
blood-stained events of the Jewish history.”* Was ever
a great issue so quietly and adroitly evaded? Why, it .
is.precisely there—**at its origin and during its infan-
cy ”’—that the Jewish historian should deal with Chris-
tianity. Dr. Raphall affects, however, to treat it as
though it were a foreign system, like the old Paganism,
{;rrovidentially impinging upon Judaism and doing it
arm; instead of being a system which claims to have
come forth from Judaisin, its predicted consummation
and fulness. He plainly. intends to avoid a discussion
whieh might stir up Christian prejudice against his book.
‘We can assure him that it would create no offence, but
would rather gratify the Christian public to read a manly
and honest avowal of Hebrew opinions on the subject of
Christianity. The author, however, was certainly.at lib-
erty to determine how far he should enter into a polemical
discussion : but we certainly have an equal right to ob-
ject to the'ground on which his evasion is put—to wit,
that Christianity Las nothing to do with Jewish history
at the very point where it comnes out from .the pale of
the Jewish Church, as an independent and organized sys-
tem. . .And we do demur against this quiet way of ig-
noring the very problems which perplex the history,
and upon the solution of wliich its just interpretation
depends. :
he closing senteiice of this werk, taken in connexion
with this dexterous evasion of the whole subject of Chris-
tianity, awakened many reflections, which we propose
in the following pages toshare with the reader. After
describing the siege of Titus, he adds: *“No people were
ever 8o completely ruined as the Jews; and yet they
survived ang maintained their importance in the history
of the world, so that the destraction of Jerusalem forins
but an epoch in their annals.”t How ineomprehensible
ie this great fact, it we seek to understand it by itself!
.And how utterly impossible is it to perceive and feel the
significance of Jewish history, if viewed only from a
Jewish ground! Diswissing, therefore, all further refer-

LY
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ence to the work before us, we propose to trace the im-
port of Hebrew History, as viewed in its relations tothe
Christian Economy ; with the hope of illustrating there-
by the revelations of the two Dispensations. : :

If Christianity be trone, then the incarnation of the
Son of God, to achieve the redemption of a lost world,
must be accepted as the central fact in that world’s hie-
tory.. No other events are pregnant with -such vast re-
sults. The rise and fall of empires—the world’s com-
merce, politics, jurisprudence and civilization—the in-
stitution of governments—the drifting of barbarian hordes
like a flood carvent, grindingout the life of effete king-
dowms :—all these give but the staple of human history ;—
and when viewed in their highest significance, are only
the outward administration of Divine Providence, from
which we eliminate the ordinary and permanent rules of
God’s government over men. But the stupendouns work
of Christ transformed that government, engrafted upon
it strange and foreign prirciples, placed the human race
in new relations to God, and by it man is transfigured
into another and a higher being.

It does not, -therefore, surprise us to find this event
rising up before ng in the middle of the history of the
world ; nor that we ascend by thesteps of four thousand
years to the moment when this sublime scene was en-
acted. Jt certainly would be no difficult task to show
the whole march of history to be tributary to the advent
of Christ. It lies upon the face of all Grecian and Ro-
man records ; it is engraved wpon the mausolea which
entomnb the remains of Babylonian and Assyrian great-
ness ; it is deeiphered upon tlie obelisks of monumental
Egvpt; it breathes in i"ersian philosophy and verse;
as ancient prophecy throws its gleam backward into all
the recesses of the past. Wlien Eastern sages knelt be-
fore the babe in Bethlehem, it was the whole bistoric
past doing homage to its own grand epoch—it was the
world, at the end of its weary week, dressing itself to
worship on the morning of its blessed Sabbath. But it
is not our purpose to follow the guidance of-this load-
star back to the dim land of Chaldea, the land of magic
and enchantments, from’ which these came; nor to trace
the highway cast up for our God throwgh all the mytholo-
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gy and song, the philosophy and martial power of the
proud empires of antiquity. Our station is rather beside
those Judean Shepherds as they listen to the birth-song
of their own Messiah, chanted by angel voices in the
sky.; and with them to see Judaism emnptying its whole
contents into the broad bosom of Christianity ; or with
aged Simeon and Anna in the chambers of the Temple,
who had watched thronghout the Hebrew night to greet
the dawn, and with them to see that the evening and
the morning are- one day. Judaisin was ewmphatically
the John Baptist of Christianity ; and found a true rep-
resentative of its aim and spirit in that stern Nazarite
who appeared in the wilderness of Judea preaching the
baptism-of repentance and proclaiming ¢ the kingdom
of ‘Heaven is at hand.” : . .
The long novitiata of the Church, extending throngh
four thousand years before the inauguration of Chris-
tianity, is vory nearly bisected by the call of Abraham;
in which, and in the covenants subsequently made with
him, is laid the foundation of the Ilebrew Economy.
Up to this period, the form of government and religion
known as Patriarchal, prevailef ; the essential weakuness
of which was the entive want of concentration. From
the nomadic habits of these times, the lines selected by
God for the transwnission of his truth were continually
‘diverging, and were swallowed -up in the surrounding
idolatry. A new start is ever and anon required to be
made, and there is little manifest progress. Thus in the
Ante-Diluvian age, the descendants of Seth became
thoroughly incorporated with those of Cain; the church
was absorbed into the world, and an entire apostacy
from God ensued, which could only be avenged by the
appallin§ judgment af the flood. So again, from ‘the
days of Noah the degeneracy of the Church was suchas
to call for a third instauration in the household of Abra-
bham. Manifestly, the wisdom of God would not be illus-
trated by .a longer continuance of this system with such
results. The history of the Church would be an impo-
tent record, indeed, if it moved only in this endless cycle
. of renewal, apostacy, and exterminating judgments.—
The Post-Diluvian.defection was, moreover, not entire,
like its predecessor. It was not an absolute: denial and
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rejection of sacrifice and atonement ; but a perversion of
grace, taking the form of idolatry rather than of atheism.
Accordingly, the plan developed at this stage was to build
np a compact anty historical faith, embodied in an organ-
ized-and visible Church, which, when completed, shounld
encounter and break in pieces every system of falsehood.
To this end, God chooses Abraham, with the intention
that his family shall not expand as heretofore into many
diverging tribes, but into a compact and homologous
nation. It-is remarkable, however, that at least owe half
this transition period of four hundred years is oecupied
with the personal memoirs of three successive Patriarchs,
during which no progress is seemingly made towards
this expansion. At length, simultaneously, within a
very brief interval, the twelve stones are laid for this
national strncture in the birth of Jacob’s twelve sons.
All this is not without a meaning. This long delay, on
the one hand, afforded opportunity for imbedding in the
romantic and heroic age of this people that strong theo-
cratic element which should become the Jaw of the empire,
its cardinal and constructive principle. On the other
hand, the rapid outgrowth of a nation from twelve co-
ordinate and primitive stocks anticipated those tendencies
to divergence, which, under a graJual expansion, might
with difticulty be counteracted. There was also a deeper
purpose.. The Hebrew nation was but the envelope of
the Hebrew Church. When the moment-should arrive
that this Church must be stripped of it exclusiveness
and become truly Catholic, the Hebrew nationality must,
like the bark or rind of certain fruits, burst open to
emancipate the Charch it so long euclosed. Thus, at
the very formation of this empire, provision must be
made for its subsequent and spontaneous rending, which
was precigely effected by this tribal derivation. The
fatal schism under Rehoboam, which wrought finally
the political ruin of the State, took its early rise in the
jealousy and separation of the tribes,* the infatuation of
this simple monarch being only the occasion, not its
cause; nor was the central power ever strong enongh

* Witness the sonflicts between the fribes in the days of Gideon and
Jephthas,'and still later in the times of David. o
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in the Hebrew monarchy to counteract the centrifugal
force arising from this tribal origin. This disturb.
Ing power must however be latent f%r tany centuries,
and therefore it lies beneath the surface of the early
records we are now tracing. For a long period the
influences must be such as to consohidate. Thus
Jacob and his sons are soon remo®ed to Egypt, whose
fertile resounrces favoured a rapid growth o¥ opula-
tion. At the same time to prevent admixture of races,
these are separated by the occupancy of a distinet terri-
tory, by opposition of manners, employment and reli-
ion, and still more by the power of caste which, as now
in India, clearly defined and rendered impassable the
boundaries of social life. Lest all this should be in-
adequate to fence in the Hebrews during a foreign resi-
dence of two centuries; they are placed under the pres-
sure of a servile bondage, which had the double effect
of dividing them from their task-masters, and of snper-
inducing cominon interests and sympathies among them-
selves. They are still farther eompacted by the severe
diec‘ikline and dependence of the wilderness, extingnish-
ing their nomadic tastes: and when thus consolidated,
they were hedged about with peculiar civil and religious
institutions, and were continually suarded by a superin-
tending and supernatural Providence. Thus ends the
first chapter of Hebrew history: in which we trace the-
clue to its two fundamental and characteristic features—
theocratic control, and that peculiar confederation which
~forever prevented it from sinking into. a mere Asiatic
despotism. , o
In the second chapter, the lesson is still more impress-
ive. Judaism was a living protest against the %o]y-.
theism of the earth, and its special mission was the
assertion of the unity and supremacy of Jehovah. In
this way, though itself a national faith, and anchored
by its own ritual to a single country, it paved the way
for an absolute religion, agapted to all climes. Only be-
cause there.is one @od, can there be but one religion’;
and Judaism, by asserting the first, opencd the wa
for the advent of the second in the Gospel of Christ. But
how shall this monotheistic faith be engraved upon the
Hebrew polity, so as to be worn in its phylacteries, and
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as a frontlet between its eyes? Only by instituting a
civil relation in which Jehovah shall be recogunized as
the real sovereign of this nation, to whom political alle-
giance, not less than religious homage, is due. This
relation He sustained by the suffrages of the ﬁebrews
themselves. Moses is summoned to the Mount, and com-
missioned to propuse Jehovah to the people as their civil
head and king; which is done in a solemn convention,
aud is ratified by its public and formal assent. This,
then, is the great covenant between God and Israel, upon
which the whole Mosaic polity is based, and which con-
stitutes it @ theocracy. It is difficult to see upon what
other principleidolatry could become a crime, punishable
by the civir magistrate, without introducing religious
intolerance, and suppressing liberty of conscience. But
as Jehovah was the civil head of this empire, in whom
vested all regal and legislative supremacy—and that too
by the solemn choice of the whole people in convention
assembled—idolatry became an offence against the pri-
mary law of the Ilcbrew commonwealth, ** ecrimen lesse
majestatis” against the State itself': and thus the whole
civil history of this nation became a proclawmation of the
Divine unity, the most likely to be beeded in the midst
of a polytheistic world. : '

With a constitution evolved out of this politico-reli-
gious idea, this people is now cradled in sn insulated
country, well suited as a nursery. The mountain range
of Lebanon separated themw from Asia Minor on the
North, the Syrian and Arabian deserts shut therm in on
the East and South, while the great Mediterranean sea
enclosed them on the West. éet, while thus secluded,
Palestine was in the very centre of the old world’s acti-
vity. It lay between Egypt and the great Asiatic king-
doms that subsequently arose—it was stimulated by the
commerce of Phenicia on its left, and was near all the
channels in which the commerce of antiquity flowed, by
land and by sea. So that while its insulation fitted it to
be the nursery of a religious kingdom, its central posi-
tion secured it from stagnation, and favoured its later
mission of spreading abroad among all natious the faith
comunitted to its trust. In this quiet seclusion, the He-
brew nation passed its infancy during a long prehistoric
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period of fonr centuries, before the empires of the East
had.yet arisen, and while Egypt slept in the enjoyment
of her own resources, nnambitious either of commerce or
conquest. Only a few Nomadic hordes who pastured
their flocks in the deserts of Syria and Arabia, and the
warlike Philistines on their western flank, vexed their
repose ; and by their predatory inomrsions, became the:
instruments of theocratic discipline, punishing their de-
fections from the national eovenant. The occasional
rise, and the temporary rule of the Judges, who have
been well described as * prophets in action,”. appearing
only at some national erisis, fully proclaimed the civil
supremacy of Jehovah: while the Patriarchal sway
among the tribes themselves, overborne for a time by
the military rule of Moses and Joshua, preveuted that
entire fusion of the people into ene mass, which is a clue
to muoch of their after history. In this chapter of their
annals then, we bave the isolation requisite for the culti-
vation of a monotheistic faith, and the centraliry suited for
its diffusion ; with a long pre-historic period of theocratic
discipline, under which their institutions were matured
and .a national character formed, before they were drawn
into the vortex of political revolutions, and mingled their
fortunes with the destinies of other natious. :
The third chapter in this history opens with the intro-
duction of monarchy. It cannot be questioned that this
institution was designed from the beginning of the entire
dis‘l)eneation. Tosay nothing ofmany of the early promises
and predictions which pointed distinctly to it, the typical
significance of Judaism was incomplete without it, rince-
one of the most ituportant functions of the Messiah, his re-
al office, would not have been adumbrated; and accord-
ingly a clear provision for its futnre introduction wag insert- .
ed by Jebovah in the national covenant ratified at the foot
of Binai. Why then was it delayed nearly nine centuries
after the eall of Abraham, and five after the Mosaic legis-
lation? This question is partly answered in preceding ob-
servations. 'Ehe great principle of theocratic supremacy
must first be engrave(}J upon the public mind and con-’
science. It is not suficient that it be engrossed in legal
statutes, or embodied in public charters. It must be-
kueaded and pressed into the whole history of the nation,
Vou. 1x.—No. 4.. ' 18.
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and become a living and potential fact moulding the
entire national character. This, as already stated, was
the great design of the intermnediate and preparatory
jurisdiction of the Judges; who, raised up by special

ivine appointment, would more readily be accepted as
vicegerents of the sovereign, and thus prepared the way
for the accession of & king who must eqnally reign as a
representative and deputy. The institution of monarchy,
before this principle became an actual element of He-
brew life and history, would have changed their whole
destiny. They must have sunk down from their peculiar
historic position among the other Asiatic kingdous, to
become as simple and as feeble a despotism as the rest.
Further, the entire Hebrew system was gradually un-
folded and tnatured. The essential feature of theocracy
being first and slowly established, the monarchy arose to
complete the symbolical import of Judaism, and to per-
fect the Hebrew ritual by the construction of the Tem-
ple and the arrangement of its gorgeous service. So
gradnal and steady were the steps of this progression
that little more than the principle of royalty was initia-
ted during the experimental reign of Saul: who at last
was little more than a military hero, checked and rebuked
by Samnuel, standing by hisside, clothed with the equal,
if not superior, powers of the Prophet.

If, however, these causes postponed the Monarchy till
the last Jewish Chiliad, other reasons were imperative
for its introduction now. The want of coherence between
the tribes—the rivalry between Ephraim and Judah
flaming out occasionally into civil war,—must soon en-
danger the national existence. The barbarians which
skirted their domain were as formidable as ever, and
cruelly embittered by the feuds of so many centuries.
More than all, the history of the world is soon to move
with a grander step. Hitherto, the lawless raids of Ara-
bian hordes have filled her chronicles: now colossal em-
pires shall tread the stage and act the drama. Damas-
cene-Syria, when Solomon’s bright day sunk beneath its
sombre clouds, rises like an evening star, the harbinger
of brighter orbs in the more distant East. Assyria i8
soon to turn ber eye-of conquest towards the shores of
the Mediterranean ; and Egypt, at the approach of this
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new assailant, must shake off her sluggish apathy to
covet the land of the Jordan as a barrier to her valley
of the Nile. The scythe-chariots of Babylon, and the
Persian bowmen and slingers, are to go down before the
impenetrable phalanxes of Greece—Palestine, to appro-
priate an expressive figure of her owu Historian, is to
“rock like a ship in the trough of the sea,” as she is
tossed between the Ptolemies and Seleucidse ; till atlength
her life is trodden out under the heavy squadrons of
Imperial Rome. Whether or not the statesmanship of
Samuel’s day was equal to the prognostication of these
events which fill the last seven centuries ot Jewish story,
He who sat crowned upon herthrone and invisibly guided
her destiny saw well that the Hebrews could only renrain
a free people by reviving their confederation, and giving
to it greater vigor and unity.
We must be permited here a brief digression upon
two aspects in which this Iebrew History possesses’
reat attractions for the philosophic historian ; affording
turther illustration of the design of this whole economy.
The first is the light it throws upon the rise out of Patri-
archism of the ancient Despotisims. No one, who con-
siders the moral relations of the family to civil govern-
ment, should be surprised at tracing a historical con-
nexion also. It can scarcely be questioned that if men
were thrown together in the mass, according to the dif-
ferent theories of socialists, no laws could be enacted
sufficiently stringent to restrain them within proper
- limits : and it isa striking proof of the Divine wisdom that
society is broken up into these small and independent
communities, where the human will is first subdued, and
obedience to authority enforced, under the mild despot-
ism of the family. Hence, in the original formation of
society, the Patriarchal rule must be %wld as preceding
every other: and the more elaborate and comnplicated
systems of government were fashioned from this by
gradual modifications. The natural influence possessed
by the father of a family wounld easily extend to the va-
rious lines of his descendants, combining at Jength all of
the same stock into a single clanj the succeisive genera-
tions forming concentric circles around the parent house.
In the lapse of time, these nomadic clans will wander
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from their original howme, will settle in.different districts,
assume distinctive names, and exercise within their own
bounds all the prerogatives of government. Still, at this
advanced stage, when families have expanded into tribes,
and tribes into nations, the lineal descendant of the
original Patriarch will remain invested with aspecies of
authority. His lineage is of unquestioned preéminence
and his authority is derived by immediate inheritance.
So that while the rights and freedom of each separate
fraternity are not infringed, in all matters of public con-
cern he can rally every kinsman to his banner and to
his council.*

The transition from this Patriarchal supremacy to ab-
solute monarchy may without difficulty be traced. The
traditional reverence for asuperior house and its legal rep-
resentative, and the habit of subinission within certain
limits, as well as the necessity of a bond of union amidst
couflicting interests, would insensibly coucentrate power
in a single person.. It would require only the lapse of
time, diminishing the sentiment of kindred and blood,
to obliterate the last trace of Patriarchism, and to leave
in its stead the ancient imperial despotisms which cov-
ered the massive and monotunous continent of Asia.
This view of the gradual rise of monarchy out of Patri-
archy harmonizes with all the hints gathered from the
Peutateuch concerning the early nations of the world.
Such Patriarchal Princes were the Dukes of Edom, and
the Princes of Ammon and Moab, and the Lords of the

- Philistines, with whom Joshna and the Judges contend-
ed; and such Patriarchal Princes still are the Emirs and
Sheiks of the modern Bedouins,-who retain unchanged
in the deserts of Arabia the usages of primitive times.
This inherent tendency of Patriarchism to absolute power
will perhaps explain what Dr. Kitto has remarked coun-
cerning the Eastern mind, ‘“that it is so pervadingl{
regal that to be without a sovereign is scarcely an intel-
ligible state of things to an oriental :” of. which he gives
a curions illustration—when the English and Dutch were
compcting for tho commerce of the Kast, the English in-
dustricusly circulated the report that the Dutch had no

* Russell's connexion of Sacred and Profane History, book 2, ch. 2d.
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King: while the latter indignantly repelled this slur upon
their respectability, and at once exalted the Stadt-holder
to regal honors.* It may explain also the ambitious title
of “XKing of Kings,” assumed by the Babylonian and
Assyrian monarchs; which may be construed, not as the
inflated language of Eastern flattery, but as expressin
the real supremucy of.thesg potentates over inferior ang
vassal tribes and princes. ” It may account moreover for
another political fact of greater importance, to wit, the
sleuder control exercised by these colossal Asiatic govern-
ments over tributary nations. No one reads thein history
without surprise at the want of cohesion between the parts
of these gigantic empires. At the touch of an ambitious
or disaffected Satrap,whole provinces becomesuddenly de-
tached ; and in the height of their power, they crumble
to pieces under causes which seem inadequate to work
such speedy ruin. The Turks afford, at the present day,
a striking exemplification of this: who, with all their ab-
solutism, hold the reins of government with a slacker
hand over their subject tribes, than their milder neigh-
bors west of the Bosphorus.t+ Mr. Layard testifies that
the present critical condition of Turkey is enbanced in
no small degree by. the efforts of recent Sultans to abol-
ish the ancient svstem of military fiefs, and to consoli-
date the empire by bringing all its parts into immediate
dependence and reeponsibility to the central power.

f now the theory just advocated be tenable, the his-
tory of the ancient Hebrews is exceedingly valuable as
delineating the different stages of this deve{opment. We
have no reliable history of any other Asiatic nation ex-
tending back to its origin, while the history of this is
exceedingly minute and circumstantial, and every step
in their progress is sharply defined. The lives of the
early founders afford an exact portraiture of the original
Patriarchism—during the first five centuries of their na-
tional. existence, the government was pervadingly Patri-
archal—all the influences which prompted them to en-
graft the principles of monarchy upon their existing
constitution are clearly traceable in the record. If now

# Kitto's Daily Bible Illustrations: Seul and David, p. 117.
{ Rasell's Connexien, val. 8, p. 138. .
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the Hebrews bad given themselves to foreign conquest,
and had they owned the paramount authority of the lineal
descendant of Jacob’s first-born som, their empire would
doubtless have presented the features, and illustrated the
formation, of all the surrounding monarchies. :
The second aspect in which this history is specially
attractive is, that it records the fortunes of the only con-
stitutional monarchy in these early ages, and the only
instance of regulated liberty among an Asiatic people.
Indeed, one might almost be pardoned for venturing to
affirm that it was one of the minor ends of the Hebrew
economy to give testimony upon the great principles of
civil freedom, as in its higher aim it bears witness to
Divine truth. It had been well for the nations of anti-
quity if, without proposing detailed Judaism as a model
to themselves, they had yet appropriated the great prin-
ciples which lie imbedded in that system; and. with
roper combination and adjustment, had applied them
i practice. . They might not then bave so-soon gone,
each in its turn, ‘‘slouching down on the wrong side of
their crisis.” It may well too be doubted whether the
free governments of modern times have achieved their
security and liberty upon any other principles than those
substantially incorporated in the Jewish polity. The
limitations upon royal prerogative were certainly very
striking ; and the most stringent of them not artificially
imposed, but inhering in the very nature of the system.
It 18 not possible to do more than indicate the most promi-
nent of these, without penetrating into the details of their
civil administration further than the limits of this essay
will allow. ZF%rst, the Hebrew wmonarch reigned as the
vicegerent of Jehovah, and equally with the wmeanest
subject was under the laws of the Theocracy, and bound
to carry out its provisions—it was therefore strictly a
constitutional monarchy. JSecondly, he could reign onl
with the concurrence of the people formally exp'resse({
While the succession was mainly decided by the oracle,
and certainly was not elective on the part of the people,
still several gtriking instances can be adduced where no
jurisdiction was attempted to be exercised without the
sanction of the popnlar will. 7hdrdly, upon his acces-
sion to the throne, the king gave a solemn charter secu-
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ring the rights of the people; which instrument was laid
up before Jehovali in the archives of the tabernacle. This
was done by Saul and by David—it was omitted in the
case of Solomon, who came somewhat prematurely to
the throne—and it was Rehoboam’s folly in refusing such
charter that provoked the schism of the ten tribes. The
elders of Israel, under the patriotic gnidance of the pro-
phet Samuel;, were thus in advance of the British nobles
who wrested from the hands of the feeble John, the
Magna Charta of English freedom. Fourthly, the Jew-
ish king was checked by the distinctly organized govern-
ments of the several tribes. The evidence is not a whit
more perfoct that the Hebrews had a united government,
and were truly a State, than that each tribe was com-
pletely orgaunized for self-government.. The powers too,
reserved to the.tribes, were 8o great as scarcely to com-
port with a central control. They were all equal in
political dignity, however unequal in wealth and num-"
bers—they convened assemblies, waged war, declared
_peace, and concluded treaties. In the exercise of their
reserved right, eleven tribes withheld their allegiance
during seven years from the anointed David ; and.is
deference to this, the Schismatics under Jeroboam were
not coerced by. the arms of Judah.

Fifthly. The civil polity of the Hebrews towers im-
measurably above all the governments of Asia, in hav-
ing what has been considered the great device of inodern
times, and the very palladium of constitutional liberty :
we allude to the existence of two chambers in theirlegis-
lative councils ; the one consisting of the heads of faini-
lies or elders, who forined the Senate, and the other of
the body of the people, who constituted the congregation
or commons.* It this important check does not stand
“forth with greater prominence in the course of their his-
tory; it is only because it was too far in advance of
their age. But that it was imbedded in their system aftd
exercised at certain great epochs, caunot besloubted by
the caretul student ot their counstitution.

Sixthly. The vast influence of the prophets must not

* Wine’s Commentaries on the Laws of the ancient Hebrews. Book 3.
Chapters § and 6. . .
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be overlooked ; whom Coleridge considers as discharg-
ing for the Hebrew state substantially the duties of the
Roman Censor. They were the State moralists, guardians
and orators of the republic. Indeed, in no one respect
does the superiority of the Jewish over every other orien-
‘tal theocracy more appear, than in the relations subsist-
ing between the religious and civil departments. Every
where throughout the East, except in Palestine, the
Priesthood is in league with tyranny. The Csesar is
Pontifex Maximns: and the whole sacerdotal power is
cast into the scale of prerogative rather than of privilege,
against the people and for the throne. It is needless to
show the contrary of this among the Jews—that through
the entire range of their history, the religious orders,
whether Propﬁets, Priests or Levites, stood together as
conservators of popular rights against regal encroach-
ments, for the etability of the constitution agajnst the
innovations of wicked rulers.

Seventhly. Not the least important of the checks on
royal prerogative, the more potential from its quiet, con-
stant and unsuspected operation, is found in the Agra-
rian law of Moses. By this the whole land was origin-
ally divided into small proprietorships, the possession of
which was inalienable, and the soil was cultivated by
actual owners. This placed political power in the hands
of the people themselves : for I suppose it will be admit-
ted as a sound maxim, that * Empire follows the balance
of property wherever lodged, whether in one, few or
many hands.”*

It is time, however, to return from this enticing di-
gression to the fourth chapter of the Hebrew record,
which covers the epoch of the great schism.* We have
seen that the Jewish state was very slowly matured.
Four centuries were consumed in its expansion from a
single house, aud as many more before the cap-stone of

onarchy was placed apon the national edifice. Surely
we would sugur from so protracted an infancy, & lo
and vigorous manhood, ere the decrepitude of age shoul
supervene: and we are staggered to find, at the close

-* Harrington's Prerogu‘iveof Pop. Gov., c. 8, as quoted by Mr, Wines,
p- 4Q2.0f his Commentaries. .
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of a single century, the empire suddenly dismembered,

having reached and passed its culmination during the.

reign of its first kings. - Why then was the schism per-

mitted to take place? It was a dismal event, which led'
eventually to the overthrow of the entire State. It was.

not accomplished by external violence, but by the spon-
taneous action of the people themselves. It was not for-
tuitous, but came by the immediate appointment of
Jehovah. Difficult as it often is to trace the reasons of

Divine Providence, the results reached in history upon.

a large scale atfurd frequently a clue toits interpretation.
Yet this problem. is utterly insoluble, without taking
into account the 1elations of Judaism to Christianity.
We think God intended by it to connteract tendencies
which would bave.defeated the very purpose for which
the theocracy was instituted. There are periods in his-
tory when secret forces are preparing, to- burst out ere
long with irrepressible power; just as the volcano is
long brewing in its hidden vanlts the lava which it finally
belches forth. Such a period were the three. first cen-
turies of the Christian Era, when the German barbarians
were slowly gathering to pour down from the North of
Europe, blotting out the effete Rowan Empire and lay-
ing the foundations of the present European States: and
such an age is that upon which we are now entering.

‘We are no more to deal with nomadic and barbarous

hordes with their predatory incursions, sueh as never can
be important factors in the history of the human race;
but with well organized goveruments, whose stupendous
achievements fill the records of the past. In this mighty
game to be played by the different Asiatic empires, God
by this schism disqualifies the Hebrews from participa-
ting. He cuts her sinews and humbles her toan insigni-
ficant power, that when human society. shall be crystal-
lizing into new shapes, she may crystallize upon that

single thread he had ordained. Above all, that she inay-

Le prepared for her missionary calling, this dismewber-
ment opened the seals of her universal dispersion: the
Empire was weakened, that it might be spilled over into
all the world.

. There were two dangers which Judea, humanly speak-
‘ing, very narrowly escaped: that of becoming a great
' Vor. 1x.—No. 4. 1
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military powen on the one hand ; and a great comnfer-
cial republic on the other; either of which would have
been fatal to the true ends of her economy. -1 wish to
make this plain. :

Never did a people possess historical advantages for
establishing a great military kingdom, equal to the He-
brews from the era of the monarchy onwards. Even to
as late a period as the schism they had the world before
them as a field of conquest, with scarccly anm historical
competitor. Syria, the earliest of the Eastern powers,
was simply in the hands of petty adventurers fleeing
from Egypt, who began their Empire by wresting a
fragiment of Solomon’s vast domain. Assyria had not
awaked from the long trance of thirteen centuries,
which makes such a chasm in history, by at least one
hundred and fifty vears. Babylon was still a century
later, and Media also; Persia is of course a mere satrapy;
Rome too is not yet founded by nearly three hundred
years ; Greece has little more than emerged from her
fabulous age, substituting her Archons for Kings, and
beginning to plant her colonies on the shores of Asia
Minor ; Lycurgus has not yet given laws to Sparta, and
Thebes has just proclaimed herself a republic. Troy has
fallen: and Carthage is but an insigniticant colony, ped-
dling in small traffic on the coast ot the Mediterranean.
Of all the historic nations, Egypt alone is an adult: and
she is nestling herself in the bosom of her Nile-Goddess
and fattenjng upon her bounty. What dation ever had
80 open a field, or conld more easily have trampled upon
a conquered world? Consider the ease with which David
extended his sceptre from the Mediterranean to the Eu-
phrates, and from the Red Sea to the Mountains of Leba-
non, and ask what but the Divine hand restrained him
from planting the lion-banner of Judah upon the banks
of the Hyphasis and the Indus, thus anticipating the
glory of Alexander? But the advautages of Palestine
were not only thus historical ; they were also geographi-
cal. Look upon her insulated and central position, upon
which 1 have already dwelt in another connéxion. She
had only to bunild herself gallies, and the whole European
coast lay at her mercy to the Straits of Hercules. On
the East, the whole Syrian Desert Jay between her and
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a foreign foe ; for the wild Arabian tribes crouched at
her feet like whipped spaniels in the leash of*their mnas-
ter. With a teeming and hardy population npon a com-
pact and fertile territory ; with a citizen soldiery, every
man of whom was bred to arms, and enrolled in a most
pertect military organization ; with great social equality
among the people, and an entire absence of pauperism
and want; with the soil distributed into swmall proprie-
torships, and every arable foot under perfect tillage:
never was there a land better able to endure the con-
scriptions of war, ur more easily to maintain through
long campaigns armies fully equipped. Rich in these
internal resources, secure in her own insulation, aund
convenient in her centrality, no conntey was ever better
situated for aggressive warfare, Had not the wmilitary
spirit of David been restrained by the Divine jealousy;
or had Solomon been inspired with a like hervisin and

rosecuted the conquests of Lis father, and his successors
{;een men of martial prowess :—if even this schism had
not occurred, blighting all prospects of territorial exten-
sion, it is not improbable that Rome would bave been
outstripped by seven centuries, and Judea sat between
her hills the mistress of the world. But what then would
Lave becone of Judah’s high commission, as the herald
of sacred and saviug truth? Her glory was not to be
that of armies and of battles ; her glory is her Priest-
hood, bearing upon her shoulders the ark of God for the
salvation of mankind.

But if the conquests of David had well vigh started
the Hebrews upon a career of wilitary renown, the dan-
ger of commercial aggrandizement equally threatened
the prosperous reign of Solomon. Long before and after
the subjugation of Canaan, the Phenicians enjoyed the
monopoly of the Mediteranean Sea, which was to ancient
commerce what the broad oceans are to modern, and
having on its coast many of the most powerful and
refined nations of the old world. Alexandria was not
vet built, and Carthage was only a dependency. of
%'_vre. The Phenicians, therefore, were left to exchange
the products of their manufacturing skill 1 dycs, ta-
pestry, glass, &c.; to export the woud from their furests
in Lebanon, to ship the grain and wool which Palestine
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afforded, as well as the linen and superabundant grain of
Egypt. Above all, their ports were the chief outlet of
the immense caravan trade, bringing the wines of Da- .
mascus, as well as the spices and gold of Assyria and
distant India. This inland traffic was borne by caravans
from Mesopotamia and the regions north of the Persian
gulf, and also from the Sonthern countries washed by
the Indus and the waters of the Indian ocean. Parting on
the sandg of the Syria desert, one branch diverged in a
southwestern direction, and was borne by Idumean Arabs
on the waters of tho Arabian Gulf, or crossing the head
of this internal sea, terminated by land carriage in Egypt
and the countries westward. The other branch, follow-
ing the course nearly due west, directly across the desert,
passed through the northern portion of Palestine, south
of the range of Lebanon, foun(Y an outlet, as before stated,
through the Pheniciag ports. At a later day when these
bad declined, and under the fostering care of the Seleu-
cide, a wore northerly direction was given to this streamn
.of inland traffic, which found an outlet through Autioch
and by the Orontes, in Asia Minor.*

Such was the posture of ancient commerce when Solo-
mon came to the throne; that *preéminent Hebrew,”
as he is gorgeously deseribed by Dr. Hamilton of Erg-
land, in whom ‘the accmmnulated qualities of his nation
were poured forth, as the aloe in one statcly blossom
pours forth the collected life of a century.”* His vast
and enterprising genius songht scope for its activity in
civil and peaceful pursuits. Stimulated by the embar-
rassments of his treasury exhausted in vast architectural
designs, as well as by that thirst forknowledge which made
him the encyclopedist of his day, he was the first to per-
ceive the commercial advantages whjch Palestine en-
Byed from her geographical position. The victories of

avid gave him command of that sand-ocean from the
borders of Judah to the Elanitic Gulf, and from the Jor-
dan to the Euphrates. All the desert races, by whom
this trafic was mediated, were subject to his beck. His
domestic alliance with the King of Iigypt, and his con-

* See Russell’s Connexions of Sacred and Profane History, book 8, ch. 8,
1 The Royal Preacher, Lecture 1.
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trol of the southern frontier, secured the monopoly of all
the exchanges between Egypt and Syria: while his re-
sources enabled him to establish an. emporium in the
desert, where if his faetors did not enjoy a monopoly of
the Indian trade in spices, wines and-gold, they enjoyed
a large revenue from duties levied, and cheerfully paid
as an equivalent for the protection of his strong hand
against the lawless Bedouins. It is proof of the strong
friendship between Palestine and Tyre that the commer-
cial jealousy of the latter was laid aside; and the keels
of the two confederates ploughed the waters of the Medi-
terranean to furthermost Spain, the eastern arm of the
Red Sea, of the Indian Ocean to Java and Malacca, and
along the coast of Abyssinia. The commerce of three
continents yielded such returns that, translated into the
language of our modern currency they seem more like
the exaggerations of Eastern fiction than the cold bard
figures of the merchant and the banker. But.how shall
we explain the abstinence of the Hebrews from commer-
cial enterprise till Solomon’s day? How came they to
tolerate the Philistines as a thorn in their sides during
five centuries, when their extermination would have
given themn a sonthwestern coast from Joppa to the Af-
rican linef? Still more, how was it that when Amorite,
Perizzide and Hittite fell beneath Joshua’s battle hand,
that the united Hebrew force did not roll like an ava-
lance upon that strip of land only twelve miles wide
covered with the towns and merchandize of. Phenicia ¢
Why did they not scize a commerce made ready to their
hand, which might still be conducted through the sub-
ject ships and seamen of Sidon and of Tyre? Did eighty
years of gervile bondage crush forever their spirit of cn-
terprise? or did the long residence in Egypt babituate
them irrecoverably to husbandry and pasturage ¢ or did
the agrarian policy of their own legislator wed them to
a{griculture as the only basis of prosperity? What are
all these influences but agencies by which a high Pro-
vidence moulded them for a destiny which cominerce
wouald have defeated? Aund when the vast genius of
Solomon had opened these vast schemes of comnmercial
aggrandizement, how came they to perish in his tomb?
Sarely not because the Hebrews were instinctively averse
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from mercantile pursuits. They bave been a nation of
traders for two thousand years; and as early as the days
of Antiochus and of Ptolemy, they formed half the popu-
lation of Alexandria and Antioeh. Who is able to
measure the influence of this schism, occurring at the
coronation of Solomon’s successor, in arresting the com-
mercial enterprize of Judea? DBut one abortive attempt
was made in the days of Jehoshaphat torevivetheschemes
of Solomon. Had not this political convulsion rent the
Hebrew State to its base, it may have sunk from its high
religious and sacerdotal mission, into a mere commercial
republic, and left its name on history as Phenicia or as
Carthage.

In the fifth great section of this history we trace the
beginning of the end in the Hebrew Dispersions. Two
and a half centuries after the schism already described,
the House of Israel, as is known to all, was carried into
captivity by the Assyrians ; and one hundred and thirty
years later the same fate befell Judah through the agency
of the Babylonians. The two streains which have flowed
on so long parallel with each other here divide,neveragain
to mingle in a common current. The destinies of the two
are henceforward wholly different. After seventy years
of afliction and exile, one branch is restored to its native
seat ;—the walls of Jerusalem are rebuilt, and thasacred
height of Moriah is ‘again crowned with the Tewmple’s

olden splendor, while through six centuries the national
ife lingers. The other branch, transferred to the distant
region which now forms the northern part of Persia, is
expatriated forever—their very title to their native soil
is cancelled by the occupation of rude and foreign colo-
nists—and they are henceforth lost to history, as the
river of Africa was fabled to lose its waters in the sands
of the desert. This contrast in the fortunes of the two
sections challenges explanation. Why should the chas-
tisement be avenging in the une case, and only discipli-
nary in the other? The avswer must be found in the
different measures of guilt attached to the two respec-
tively. Judah attempted no organic change of the the-
ocracy. Her fanlt was simply that she was not fully im-
biued with the spirit of her own institutions ; but yiefding
sowetimes to a corrupt court influence, she vibrated be-
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tween the extremes of pure theism and rank idolatry.
This facility of dispositivn needed to be corrected. and
greater firmness of religious principle was, we know, ac-
%uired in the Babylonian furnace. Israel, on the other
and, effected a radical change in the central institute
of the sheocracy. Jeroboam clearly saw that if the re-
ligious unity of the nation was preserved, and all the
tribes repaired to-the Temple at the annual festivals, at
some favorable juncture the two kingdqms must be con-
solidated once more under a single government. He,
therefore, threw off entirely the theocratic spirit, and
surrendered himself to a carnal policy, by erecting local
shrines at Bethel and at Dan, and establishing the calves
as a substitute for the ark and sanctuary at Jerusalem.
It must be conceded, we think, that his object was not
to introduce absolute idolatry, or the worship of false
Gods, but what the English non-conformists of a later
day were accustomed to distinguish as modal idolatry,
or the worship of the true God in an irregular and dan-
erous manner. Doubtless, during his residence in
gypt, whither he had fled a fugitive from Solomon’s
jealousy, he had become infected with the symbolic no-
tions of that country ; and had learned to distinguish, in
his own mind, between God and the symbol by which
he is represented. Possibly he may have justified him-
self’ by the use of the cherubim in the sanctuary at Je-
rusalemn, and felt himself at liberty to decompose those
complex figures, and to employ one of them in worship.
Whatever were the pleds by which he suborned his own
conscience and that of his subjects, he certainly suc-
ceeded in devising an intermediate system between Ju-
daism and Paganism ; which so firmly rooted itself in
the policy and history of the Israelites as never to he
abandoned ; nor did a single king arise who attempted
to reform the religious faith of the people and restore
the purity of the ancestral worship. The error of Israel,
therefore, in thus recasting the theocracy and essentially
modifying the Mosaic Institutes, was more systematic
and malignant than the backslidings of Judah; and it
was proper that God shounld diseriminate between the
two in the punishments inflicted.
This answer, however, is not exhaustive. The promi-
ses made to David of the perpetuity of his throne, and the
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continuance of this regal type of Christ, rendered the
restoration of Judah necessary, and its preservation till
the advent of the Messiah. But no such necessity ex-
isted in the case of Israel, which was from the beginning
a schismatical branch of the kingdom, by no means es-
sential to its integrity. Still we do not obtath entire
_ satisfaction, until regarding Judaism historically as a
preparation for Christianity, we discover areason for the
disposition actually made of these twokingdoms. I have
already spoken of the world as being'in a dormant, un-
historic state during the six hundred years in which
Judaism is cradled and nursed in Palestine, as the only
true Monotheistic faith. It is certainly not without sig-
nificance that synchronous with the opening of the great
historic drama in the eighth century before Christ, God
should divide his chosen people into two bands, and as-
gign them in future two distinct geographical theatres of
action. He places the ten tribes in the far East, in the
very heart of Asia, in the lap of those early empires,
Assyria, Babylonia, Media and Persia, where they are
left as the exponent of Monotheism, a witness directly
confronting the magic and sorcery of Chaldea, the star
worship and divination of the entire East; and this too
at a period just a little anterior to the appearance of
Zoroaster, to revive and to reform. the ancient Magian
faith. Bat there are soon to arise mighty empires also
in the West. Greece, with all her philosophic culture
and mythologic lore, and Rome, with all her martial
power and elaborate jurisprudence, are in turn to rule
the world : and for the same reason, that the true religion
must have a witness in the East through the ten tribes
retained there, must there be also a witness in the West
through Judah restored again. This gives a clue to the
dispensations of Jehovah, touching these captivities.
There is the same great theocratic purpose in not restor-
ing the kingdom of Israel, as in replanting that of Judah.
Monotheism must have its exponent in the East and in
the West; and Judaism must go historically into the wil-
derness, in these two directions, crying,  prepare ye
the way of the Lord.”

The sixth and last chapter of this national history, upon
which I shall discant, is the withdrawal of the gift of
prophecy, and Judaism stiffening into a cold and lifeless
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ritnalism. After their return from Babylon, a marked
change in the whole Hebrew character presents itself to
view. Up to this point, they exbibit a most perverse

roclivity to idolatry. Every season of prosperity was
ollowed by certain defection from Jehovab; and they
yield to every species of evil influence, just as the sur-
face of water curls and ripples ‘before the driving wind.
But from this time onwards, we discover all that tenacity
of character and inflexible religious zeal, by which they
have been distinguished for more than twenty centuries.
To whatever causes we choose to refer this change—
whether that idolatry became henceforth associated with
this national enslavement and degradation, or that a
nearer inspection of idolatrous ceremonies produced an
invincible repugnance and disgust—or that a special and
supernatural influence wrought through and above
these—the fact itself cannot ie questioned. But alas!
it was not Judaism, full of life and sap, but Judaism
withered and shrank—dJudaism in cortice hserens, in the
letter rather than in the spirit—the bare skeleton of that
grand old faith, whose beating pulse the nations had felt
through ages past. In token of this, prophecy hushed
its voice, and the Hebrew oracle was dumb through si-
lent centuries. This prophecy,—the urim and thummim
of a long and glorions dispensation,—which had made
Judaism the religion of the future, which had given so-
lemn utterances through the patriarchal age, and had,
from the time of Samuel, become a permanent order and
office : this prophecy was now suspended four hundred
years from Malachi, and only resumed in John the Bap-
tist, the last bright gleam of an expiring economy. The
deadness of Judaism was evinced likewise in the rise of
sects, splitting up between them the venerable faith of
their patriarchs and priests. In the early and growing
period of the Hebrew church, when the articulate voice
of God through the prophets interpreted all the pas-
sages of her history, the Jewish doctrines were too sharp-
ly defined to admit the rise of party. But when the
theocratic control became less direct, and the nation was
left to those silent influences which mould the character
and destiny of other peoples—when Hebrew piety waxed
feeble, and the church began to live in the traditions of
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the past, then the spirit of sectrose, and religious discord
brought forth its bitter fruit ere long. First, the tradi-
tionalists arose, embodying the priuciple of veneration,
. “which loves the past in its forms as well as the sub-
stance, its ivy as well as its colnmns.” These were the
Pharisees, representing the traditional orthodoxy, the
dead formalism and legal self-righteousness of Judaism.
Affecting to be the Puritans of their day, they songht to
reformn doctrine and worship after the captivity, taking
tradition for their oracle and prescription for their law.
Next arose the reactionary party of the Sadducees, 'who
abandoned themselves to Rationalism, the neologists
and skeptics of Judea. The complement to these sects
was soon furnished in the rise of the Essenes, the mys:
tics and ascetics, who imported the morose and monastic
spirit of the East, and divided life between ¢ontempla-
tion and labor. Now what does all this betoken, but
that whatsoever “ decayeth and waxeth old, is ready to
vanish away ¥’ Judaism stiffens out into an obsolete
record, swathed like a mammy in the ceremonies of its
own gorgeous ritual : but out of its hollow and lifeless form
came forth the immortal church of God to run upon a
broader course, whose goal is the foot of the judgment
throne. Shall no value be attached to this historical ar-
gument for the truth of Christianity# Oan that system

e false, whose deep foundations are thus laid in the dis-
tant past, to which all profane history lifts the voice of
a herald, and whose forerunner is this religious race,
reaching back almost to the waters of the flood? The
whole posture of the heathen and Jewish world, at the
advent, proclaimed “ the fulness of time” when Messiah
must appear. In that Athens, the Acropolis of Pagan-
ism, with its countless statues and temples the pantheon
of the old mythology, heathenism had written' its epi-
taph on its own altars ¢ to the unknown God,” and with
a negative voice cried aloud for the instauration of a new
and divine faith. Duomb Judaism too, which could no
longer speak the language of prophecy and hope, bore

ositive, though silent, witness for that Gospel which
ulfils its types and symbols—and to this day, in the
striking language of Dr. Schaff, * impenitent :Judaism
wanders ghost-like through all these centuries, an incon-
trovertible witness for Christianity.” -
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