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ADDRESS, 

LoRD BA~ON, in one of those apho1isms scattered 
through his writings, which, like ingots of wrought 
gold, contain such wealth of thought, utters this 
pregnant sentiment: "The inquiry of truth, which is 
t~e love-making or wooing of it-the knowledge 
of truth, which is the presence of it--:and the belief 
of truth, which is the enjoying of it, is the sovereign 
good of human nature. The first creature of God, 
in the works pf the days, was the light of sense ; the 
last was the light of ·reason ; and his Sabbath work. 
ever since, is the illumination of his Spirit."* A 
more beautiful text does not occur to me, young gen­
tlemen, from which to deduce a theine peculiarly fit­
ting to this occasion : THE LOVE OF Tltt'TII, TilE INSPI-

RATION OF THE ScnoLAR. . 
The acquisition of kno.wledge is doubtless . the 

proper employn1ent of the understanding. This 
p~oposition will sound in your ears as a bald truism, 
accepted upon the bare statement. Yet the proof, 
which may not be needed for demonstration, is some­
times valuable for illustration. For however fortu­
:pate it may be, that the truths of gl'eatest concern to 
man challenge imn1ediate acceptance as self-evident,· 
it~ equally unfortunate that ~rom their easy admis-. 

• Eee11y onTrutb.-Work~.-YoJ . 1 r. 11. Montogu'sedition. 
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sion into the mind, they often make but slender ~ 
pression. It were well if the sentinel at the .gate 
should challenge their entrance; at least, long enough 

to draw at~ntion to their claims. They might th~ 
pass into ~)le mind and take rank, as operative ~d 
productive principles ; rather than slouch away into 
the dark chambers of the memory, like barren a1ge: 
braic formulas standing for no real value8. It will 
not, therefore, be supererogatory to dwell somewhat 
~t length upon the relations of the intellect to truth ; 
that we may collect materials, from which to enforce 
the moral rule which should govern us in the pur. 
suit of knowledge. 

Without attempting a minute analysis of the con. 
stitution of the human mind, two features pr-eseat 
themselves ~pon the threshold. The ~~ is the 
spirit of inquiry, thrqsting the mind out upon extern.M 
fe&}ities with all the power and constancy of an in., 

. stinct. It is characteristic of the h~an race, though 
exhibited in very different degrees, and directed to 
very different objects~ With some, it does not sweep 
beyond the domain of sense; and i:a expended ~poq 
the trivial things which fill the hours of commott life. 
With others, the horizon, which limits their sear~hing 
gaze, is only that which bounqs the. ~verse i ~d 
their 'transcendental inquiries glance, like arrows, 

• 
from the eternal throne on which the God of Nature 
sits. This natural curiosity is perhaps most apparent 
in childhood, not only because the fresh mind ja exci~ 
ted by wonder in the presence of mysteries wherever 
it looks; but beeause, until capable of making its 
own inductions, it is wholly dependent upon others 
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for the clue which shall guide its researcheg; Yet, in 
maturer years, when the opening of one inystery hsa 
aft"orded the key to othel'S, and the mind has &Cot 

quired confidence and strength · for independent in"' 
quiry, this original impulse still operates; though the 
process of .investigation may not be laid bare to the 
notice of casual observers. The instinct of the 7 

swallow does not more surely guide him in his cease­
less migrations, nor that of the bee impel it to gather 
dew from the opening flowers of Spring, than does 
this all .. pe;:vading, unconscious, and unreasoned in­
mnct of curiosity in man, push him forth to inte~ 
gate the oracles of nature ; nor shall its insatiate da.. 
mand be satisfied, until the last secret of earth is yield­
ed up to the torture of scientific research. 

The second fact referred to in the·· constitution of 
the human mind, fitting it to be the instrument of 
knowledge, is that furniture of intuitive beliefs · 
which form the starting point of all inquiry, and by 
which alone the mind is able to connect itself with 
the objects of knowledge. In the language of a 
writer, born and living in our midst, since the days of 
EnwABDS, the most acute metaphysician ~his country 
has produced; who, for the extent of his learning 
apd the depth of his genius, would be an ornataent 
to any country and to any age; and who, but for the 
reserve with which he hasgivenhis ~eculations tothe 
world, would be universally pronounced the Sir WIL­
LIAM HAMIJ.TON, of Amerie&-"'There must be a C()7l,. 

8tiflutiun of mind adapted to the specific activity by 
which it believes and judges. This preparation of· 
mind to know, or ita adaptation to ~ intelligence, con~ 
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·sists in subjecting it to laws of belief Under which it 
:must necessarily act. AB it is the neot388iflil of belief' 
which distinguishes intelU{J(fnt action from every 
·other species of operation, and as there can be no b& 
lief without the belief of 801netl~ing, there must be cer-
t.ain pnmnry truths involved in the ver.y s1iruct~e of 
'the ~d, which are admitted from the simple necessity 
of admitting them."* It is not necessary., in this pres­
-ence, to instaqce in detail which of our beliefs are thus 
primary and intuitive. YOu will at once recognise, 
as belonging to this cla.__~, the belief in our own iden~ 
"tity, the belief in the existence of efficient causes to 
which we refer those-event'3 we cannot but regard as 
effectg, the belief in the reality of the material world, 
and. in the uniformity of the laws of nature, the be­
lief in substance, though not cognizable· by the..senses 
nor penetrable by reason, as that in which. quali~ 
ties must inhere, and the evidence of memory en~ 
bling us to. conneet the link in the longest chain of 
deductive reasoning. These do not indeed lie in the 
J_Uind, in the precise and logicaJ. propositions in which 
they are here enunciated; they are rather conditions 
of the mind itself, compelling it to believe in a given 
way whenever the objects of knowledge shall be pre• 
sent d. ".M! soon as generalized into abstract state­
ments," to eite again the authority before mentioned, 
''they are original and elementary cognitions, the 
foundation and criterion of all knowledge~ · They. 
are the standard of evidence, the light of the -mind; 
and without them the mind could no more be con· 

• Dr. Thornwcm~ RH icw of Morell's Philo.sopby of Religion, in the Soutl&a 
NR. Pre:sb!fterian Review, voL 3, r. 493. 
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ceivM to know than a blind man to see." It is 
wholly immaterial to, the purpose now before us what 
nomenclature we adopt with reference to . these : 
whether, with LoOKE, we designate them as 'intuitions,' 
or, with REm, 88 'the principles of common sense,' or, 
with BEATI'IE, 88 'instinctive beliefs,' or, with STEW­
ART, 88 'primary elements of reason,' or, With KANT, 
as 'categories of the understanding.' The long cat­
alogue of descript!Ye titles, as shown by Sir WnJ.rAM 

HAMILTON, in his learned summary in the appendix 
· to his edition of REID, arises from considering the 
different attributes by which these primary beliefs 
are distinguiShed from all -secondary truths; such as 
their immedi~y, their inexplicability, their originali­
ty, their necessity, their universality, their oertaint:y, 
and the like. But by whatever names they may be 
indicated, they ~re primary n.nd authoritative. 

It is more pertinent to the m~tter in hand, to show 
that they are the essential conditions of all knowl­
edge; without which the mind would be incapable of 
external r~earch, and by which all the notions gained 
through experience are verified. The two conditions 
of knowledge evidently are certain objective realities, 
giving us the things to be known, and the mind capa­
ble of knowing .them; not merely capable of receiv­
ing the impressions alJ ext'ra, but of judging and be­
ing certain of their truth. Now, says M. CousiN: 
"We maintain that without universal and necessary 
principles, empiricism cannot ~count for the knowl­
edge of the sensible world. Take away the principle 
of causality, and the human mind is condemned never 
to go out of itself and its own modifications. All t~e 

• 
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sensations of hc~ing; of sr.b.ell, . of taste, of tone~ , 
of feeling even, cannot inform.you what their cause , 
is, nor wheth~r they have a cause. But give w the 
human mind the principle of Gansality·; .admit that 
every sensation, as wcll.BS-Cve.ry phenomenon, every 
change, every event, has a cause ; aa evidently we ar& 
not the cause of certain sensations, and espediall y 
these senSa.tions mllSthave a cause, we are natural-­
.Iy led to reoognise for those sensations ~uses differ­
ent frpm ourselves, and that is the first notion of an 
exte1ior world." "Empiricism," he therefore con­
cludes, "is convicted of being unable to dispense with 
universal ~nd necessary principles, and of being una­
ble to explain them."* 

It is important to observe in this connection, what 
l\fr. STEW ART has significantly rem !irked, that "these 
intuitiYe truths, abstracted fi·om other data, are ~r-­

fectly baiTen in themselves; nor can any poss1ble 
combination of them help the n1ind forward one sin .. 
gle step in: its progress." t They ure· not; he atirms;. 
''the pr-ilnciples ( 'curclta~") from which our reasGnings 
set out, and on which they ultimately depend; but 
the necessary condit·ion8. on w liich every ~tep of the 
deduction tacitly proceeds." t As the axiom& in 
Mathematics, though they do not furnish the materials, 
are yet the ultimate standard, of that species of 
reasoning; so he contends, "'These ultimate laws of 
belief, though they form the :first elements of human 
reason, cannot with propriety be ranked ·among the­
principles from which any of our scientific . oonclu ... 
sions are deduced." I 

• Lectures on the Trnr , Benutiful and Good. Pp .. ~&., 
.. RtewRrt's works. Vol. i. r. 4.0. 

t Ibid. P. 4l. 
lhid. r. (.3. 



. ~ere .then uf man, f~ished_ with ~ese '- capooiti5 
for knowledge, with prl:Qeiples which not onlf enable 
him to inquir~~but vouch for the truth of all he .inay; 
learn, yet withollt power to generate.wit.hin the mind • 
i~lf a Biqgle JIULtkrial of thought ; and he fin~ him­
self in the midst of a universe, which is to him but a 
great repository of principles dnd facts tp be investi­
·gated. ~ 

This univen;e, both of mtnd ~nd matter, P.resenta 
itael£-in dive~ed panorama before him. No dull 
uniformity. prev~ ~ut myriads of objects make up 
the changeful scene.. Here th-e- Earth spreads out her ~ 
broad bosom, on w hieh, at intervals, the ~onntai.na 
lift up their peaks to kiss the heavens-now covered 
with··eternal snow-now belching smoke and fiame 
from subterranean fires~now the~lue liaze, like a veil 
of gauze, half conce~ y~t hili r_e~eals their ~aceful­
outP-ne on the sky. Within their dark shadows 
sinks the lowly vale or the deep ravine, the furrows • 
of Aimighty power. Here, the toppling- avalanche 

. crashes on its path of ruin; and sends' its hoarse thun- . 
der through tlie vault of Heaven; 'Yhile here, the 
foaming cataract leaps the shaggy precipice, an4 hisSes 
in the boiling depths below-. Anon1 the canvass 
shifts ; and, . / "' 

"The JWI-facod moon eita silver on the sell, 
The eager waves lift up their gleaming heads, 

' Each shouldering for her em~le." · 

And now, a sleeping giant whom the rough wind has­
wakelled,-. "The roused sea, white with wrath, strikes 
at the stars." Then, in endles" series of (ij.ssolv.ing 
vwws, is unfolded the richer scenery of the sky. Th~ 

; 
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fleecy cloudit, grotesque and massy, form into Gothic 
piles of £&Stellated ramparts, which seem to mock the 
proud architecture of the builder, man-or, rolling 
up .~ huge embankments, rugged and vast, .pre­
sent mountain ranges beneath w hlch the wiHlest Al­
pine .solitudes grow tame-or, gathering round the 
.setting sun, tinged ~th mellower light,. a dark drape­
ry fringed with pearl and gold, they draw the cur-
tains round the couch on which he sinks to rest.-
And, . 

-- -

"When the heart-aiek earlh, 
Turn a her broad back upon the gaudy ~un, 
And etoope her weary foreheaa to the night, 
The moon, that patient sufferer, pale with pain, 
~resses her eold lips on her sister's brow, _Till eheJL CJW~" .:__ _____________ _ 

Then appear the midnight stars, ''thro bing like 
pulses in the void immense;" ·mysterious watchers t 

. which hint to restless man the p~ace and lustre of the 
heavenly world. Let these sketches answer, an full 
of· change as well ~ beauty. The old earth turning 
forev~r on her silent axle, alternates the softer splen-

. dol'S of night with the gorgeous glories of the day. 
The seasons pursue each other in ceasel~ chase.­
Grim" winter; locking up the stre~ in fetters of frost, 
brings forth his treasures of snow and hail, before 
whose l;>rilliant crystals the secret diamond pales its 
light. -Spring opens her blushing beauty to the gaze, 
and gives way to summer, drawing her landscapes 
with richer colors ; while grave autumn gathering 
her fruits, pours into the lap the ripened treasures of 
the y.ear. Old ocean moans, and leaves the echo ofher 
murmur in all her sea-shells. The free winds. whisper · 
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in soft. dalliance through the ivy and the vine ; or 
sough, in dirge-like tones, throltgh the pines. Should 
we torn from nature,.to man himself, the earth ·~ 

"ftveryw here beneath his busy tread-in every grade of 
ealture from the savage to the sage, his history pre-
sents problems yet unsolv~d by h_uma.n wisdom. All 
the stores of mind are poured into a thousand jarring 
dialects, which shall yet mingle their discords in a 
higher symphony, and chant the one eternal hymn 
of praise to God, the maker. 

This universe of thought and matter ! what cata-
logue shall exhaust itB wond~rs, sketch-en upon he ho-

I 
rizon; which, like a moving canvass, spreads before the 

----~~ in turn_ all t~~ tre~l!!.es of_philosopll~{W.dscienceJ 

. -

1 Yet it is not the simple_ gro:nping of ~~~e_.aplendours-~-~-~ 

which fascinates the mind ; it is rather the resoh¢ioh 
which science gives of all these various phenomena, 
and the simplicity of the final resnl~. Under these- , 
vere inquisition of the chemist, Nature ·has made con­
fession of her secret, that a few elements, not yet redu-
ced to their sm8llest number, ~ombine to give this 
concrete world. .AB a few letters in the alphabet 
compose the richest language, freighted with all the 
wealth of human thought ; as the few digits, which a 
chil4 may reckon upon his hand, give all the numbers 
of arithmetic ~ so these few principles give us the uni-
verse of matter. The same factors, which compose 
the black ore smelting in the miner's furnace, are found 
within the petals o~ the rose, or in the beads of crys--
tal dew, glistening like pearls upon t~e leaves of 
summer. The hard granite at the earth's foundations, 
yields the same elements with the snow-flakes which · 
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wreath ita ragged boulders on the mountain side; 
Can it then be dQubt~d, that to learn is the. province 

of a mind so constituted, and sustaining such relations 
to the outer world 1 The argument is simply the old 
argument of adaptation, as when Paley reasoned from 
the adjustments of the human eye. Here is the mind 
destitute, at birth, of all know ledge, without power 
to create within itself a single material of thought, and 
depending upon experience for all the objects of 
know ledg~. Yet is this mind under the dominion of 
an imperious curiosity, which sends it forth to be an 
eaves-dropper and a spy, gathering secret infonnation 
upon which to draw all nature within her inquisition, 
wresting her confessions upon the torture and the rack. 
It is furnlshed with the se~es, the open avenues 
by which it enters the domainofnature, and walks up 
and down the earth. It is endowed with certain fun .. 
damental and primary faiths, antecedent to all reas. 
oning, which are to it the "reguloo philosophandi," 
and· in obedience to which it inquires with confidence 
and ~lievas with certainty. Over against the mind 
thus equipped God hath set the created universe, full 
of won del'S, multiple in their combination, yet sim· 
ple in their elements ; a vast monument covered with 
inscriptions of wisdom, whose mysterious hieroglyphs 
vex the impatient mind, and, when decyphered, offel' 
deeper problems even to the end. Hath not God set 
the one against the other in the relation of_subject ~ 
object, that the mind may know its mission to be the 
search of truth ~ And must not the love of that 
truth be the moral law to direct ita findings ? The 
blU.1d ~tinct of curiosity may indeed thrust forth the 



~easy mind, uncaged and free, upon its adventures ; 
but truth, with her .dazzling glory, must illl its eye, &F., 

with ~ eagle's wing, .it soars above to the very souroo 
of light and joy. 

A similar proof to this, though less abstruse, is 
found in tM repo8e which bellief lJM;ngB to tM huma/Tll 
1nind, a.s contra.sted with. t"he a;ngui8h- of duuJJt. _We 
can give no logiGal definition of truth which is not sub­
jective; that is to say, relative to the mind which con­
templates it. If we content ourselves with saying 
that it is " the agreement of our notions with the real· 
ity ofthings," then as Taylor adds, from whom this 
definition is taken, "as it is an agreement or a same­
n~,. it implies necessa1iJy a thing or notion, and a re­
presentation or affirmatioL, concerning it." * If again 
we "define that to be truth, .which the constitution of 
our nature determines us to believe/' th~n it cannot be 
an abstract existence independent of the mind wlrich 
. receives it. Of course it· is not meant that every be­
lief in which the mind reposes, is trne ; for this is 
excluded by the terms of either definition. "While 
the belief continues," say~ Dr. Bep.ttie, ''we think 
it true ; when we .discover its falsity, we believe it no 
longer." t That is trne, . not simply what the 
mind receives, but what the roindreceivesinobedience 

~to those fundamental laws of belief, which are the on-
1 y vouchers for the true. The necessary inference 
from thi'3,is, that truth brings ce~n repose to the un­
derstanding. There is, so to speak, a polarity of the 
~ind itself, by which, like the mariner's needle, it turns 

• Elements of Thongh•. Pngc 166. 
t ~ay on Truth. Pagl.' ~2. 
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freely on ita pivot of inquiry,aronnd the whole circle of 
human knowledge, oscillating with every breJ,th of 
prejudice, and at rest only in the magnetic meridian, 
pointing to truth as its pole. D<;mbt is to the mind 

~· 

"that dark 
111imitable ocean, without bound, 
Without dimension, where lcngt.h, brendth and height • 
And time and place are lott ; where eldeat Night 
And Chaos, ancestors of N aturc, hold 
Eternal anarchy." 

And no better description can be given of the mind 
floundering through ''this wild abyss" of doubt, than 
Milton gives of Satan wandering thro~gh chaos, that 
gulf between Hell and Heaven, where 

"Quenched in a boggy eyrtis, neither eeB 
Nor good dry land, nigh foundered, on he fares, 
Treading the crude cousisteuce, half on foot, 
Half flying." 

A striking analogy holds in this respect between 
the reason, and other powers of the human soul. What 
torture does not the conscience fee~ when pricked with 
ita sharp scruples, on which it lies bleeding like the In­
dian Fakir on his bed of spikes ! And the heart 
knows ita bitter anguish, when foul suspicion first 
breathes the poisonous word which blighta young love. 
Thus· the understanding resta on truth, as conscience 
reposes on right, and the heart on love. What ingen­
uous mind here has not felt this agony of doubt, the 
more intense when the truth sought is practical and 
bears on duty ~ Who has not felt the pains of mental 
travail in bringing his half formed conceptions to the 
birth, Wgive them symmetry and shape? who has 
not asked with Pilate, in momentary scepticism, "what 
is truth," when it continually slips from his grasp 

~ 
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anaielafies th~ teeta he iVould fi4ti apply! . f1VlfoihaW" 
not:ttrned his face iri sadnes8 to the ·W>ail, when· t~ 
very ttuestions he may raise are viewed but as oonfee.­
sions of his igntlrttn~e ; and he hears, stilll1ngeringil> 
the urn v~~, the echoes of those ttnanswered questiout 
ptit by ancient·sages t Who' that has · tire<l of' lthlSJ 
earthly knowledge eo purely rele.ti ve and. phen~mm.~ 
and pluming ·h~s wing fA} soar upwards tJi· tlie·ijo~ 
plstiort of God and the a~olote; has not sunk baek 
entangled in the meshes of his own pW.losophy; ~and · 

burdened with the speculations which .are ts~~ from· 
his o'Wn bowels! and who, then, has not r~ibed in 
that description of Heaven, which makes it the plaoe 
of knowledge to the blest; where alone we sh'a.lten­
joy the vision of the good; and know· .~ven es-·we-·Arel 
known ! It is in the · stead of a thousand ~niB 
for the mind's repose in troth, that the goal 'Of all .ottr 
hopes is to reach a state, where endlesg pr~ · fit 
knowledge· will be attended neither with· perple:rl~ 
nor toil In _Heaven, perfect rest con8ists with tiJloo 

fl~~ng activity~ of which science gtves a fa.iiit adum--r­
hratibn, when it snows all physical' rest to be' the :r& 

sult of comtant energy,. the rest which arises from tJMr; 
antagonism of forces. So in Heaven there, will be iJl. • 
quiry. without fatigue, and knowledge free of doh~· 

On earth, ·progress infers defect; the · nrind is con­
tinually overtaking the boundaries of knowle~e, and 
is called to the double effort of grasping present trath, 
and of seeking new disclosures. In Heaven, the mind' 
With one comprehensive glance will take in all tmth, 
within the circle of its ability; jn3t as the eye, wit1l· 
a single view, embrace3 all that is contained within 
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!1tr '.1M bme·of ~-u~A1 tll8 I~tilla tf ~~~ ~ 
tJ,.e horimn. · By -a wise and ltappy adjU&tment, •ben 
flu, ezpandingJntellect is ready to raise a nE* inqldry, 
there is an equal expansion of the horizon fA bowl­
• instantly illuminated with the light o( perfect 
-~ By this instantaneous graduation of new dis­
~etiJNJ to the widening intellect, the mind is held 
~ays in a state of complaceftey and repose, while. yet 
~-delighted with progress. It is a bl&Jsed mar­
~ here and in heaven, between the mind and truth; 
mdh~re as in Heaven, must a holy love of tmtJ;l be 
tlae l$w of their oonnexion. 

, A third oonsideration tending to the 88Jlle ooncln. 
Ri.Qtt,_is, that errur iiJ olwa'!f!l pWJon to the mind, wltik 
tnJQ#, · ¥ ~ food vpon 'tJJhicl It tltll-ive8 and ~(Yip8. 
It laa& a power of digestioDt by w hicb every son of 
tru~ is assimilated to itself. I~ is not merely the 
~ve recipient of foreign ideas ; a speeies of furni­
t-.e with whl:ch it is adorned like tne s~el~ and hel­
mets hung around the walls of an armory. Bnt this 
knowledge,gained from without,goes into the te~ of 
the mind itself an~ forms a part of its v~ty fabric,like the 
fOOd whKh pMSeS into the ilesh and blood . and bone 
and mnscle ·of the living body. By these incrementa 
of knowledge, the mind, like the body, grows from 
t)le f~bleness of infancy into the robustness of intel-

.. lectual manhood, and achieves the works which make 
~n_immortal. The converse of this may as easily be 
allrmed. To withold truth from the mind is not sim-, 
ply to abandon it to primitive ignorance, but rather 

_to· utter waste and idiocy. To substitute error for 
~th is to visit the mind with atrophy, till it is con­
~- with pining sickness and decay: All this is in 
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strict analogy with other laW8 of our utnre. ~ dij. 
e818d and enfeebled frame is the enre inlleritanee ~ 
him w~o sins agal08t ~ ~y-he that quenchee tJiie 
noble sentiments of the soul is abandoned to a repro­
bate heartr--he that sti1les the voice of oonaeieiieie 
forfeits the safe warnings of this faithful monitor.~ 
Can it be, that the understanding alone of all D18DW 
po;rers should be exempt from the control and· rea 
buke. of an avenging Providence 1 There is a ~ 
ter yet to ]>e written in the history of Philoeophy, 
which, considering the abundant materials fOr ~ 
work, it Is strange should to this day be blank. It Is 
to show, by a large induction of facts, that man may Dot 
tri1le with truth, without experiencing a fearful retri­
bution. The doom of inte_Uectual imbecility _lianga 
over those, whose unnatural offenCE!· it is to.u ehugie 
the truth of God into a lie." Reference i& not he~~e 

f 

made to those unconscious errors, whieh mingle li1le 
dross in all our findings. Pure truth, alas! like ~ , 
gold, is not to be found in earthly mines ; and the God 
.of truth may look with infinite- compassion upon neh 
mistakes as are but the marks of human in1lnnity. Bot 
standing, M we do, upon the top of eighteen ~ 
turies, we see looming out like beacons, not a few whe, 
in disregard of the sanctity of truth, have spo~ 
with her fonn, and trified with her laws ; and not a 
few who, with malice in their hearts, have denied 
her glory, and sought her life, In all such cases the 
seal of vengeance is clearly impressed, in depri~ 
theSe minds henceforth of all productive power; so thlit 
no creations of their genius are left for the. admiratio11 
of mankind~ and no substantive additions to th•ltock 



#P .1.'AA~-ct:«~ ~~I1WJIN'aii<mf!}~ ~. 

qf.hurn~ ;knowledge .are Qy the~ l~'lea~b,ed, ~ 

· o~o,us still .is. tAe .~t, tha~ {\0 ~hool~~;ver ~t; itJelf 
-~tJl(~\~Jl9v~~~9Jl Q~ tru~h, ~~ich, i,n e~ genet~PtoJl, 
.9j.4.Jlo~ sljqe do'ra the in~llet1~qa.l s~~k~ll , taQ _ppw­
·~t 9i self,pr9pag~.tiop. beillgt:who)Jy ~, · i.t,Cli~ ~Rl 

..aheer· exhaus~9q, , l T~a ol~ Gre~.phi~~~~ ttJ+e;ir 
~ 1t0uls emb~ed in the ~~t fi~~4 f{o.;r tr,q.)J, 
m~- ou_t th~e uudyipg sys~ms, w:hi~l:J, w,ith iiJl ~ir 
Jn~gled errorst st~~ forth in col~ ~E\Jl~\lf, 
.~; . p.roud~ monuments of the hum~ intell~t: 
~d' l)le 1\aiDes of flato ~d Socrates; :Aziat<>tle · 8.1\d 
fJithago:a;~ have (}9me down to us, as those who for 
t~o, tho1}Salld ye~ reigned with a feudal SW~J.J. 10V6f 

.tqe..empire of ~d. 'rh~ sophists, on th~ con~, 

. WA01~e:w truth bqt to mock her~wpose email ~hi· 

. tiRn. it -W~ to confound, and perple~ ins~ .of. to 
pd.~ ha.ye left no ntemory behmd them but"' that of 
~osophical buffoons SJld jesters, blU'lesquing all 
lm.Qwledge with their coarse caricatures; and are 
known t::> $story1o!Uy t4roqgh the witheping invee~ves 
.w;hi<;h ~o~i~ed_ th.e_m tq_ ~ _ il]liDQk~t.y _Qf infamy. 

,. , ~n .t~~ early ages of Christl~ty, the Fa.tllers, such 
~ ':['~n:tullian at:\ d. Justin Ma~yr, w :Q.o threw tlu~msel ves 

. ~ Q.ef~ce ~pon ~e bosorq <;>f the .Ch qrc~ bleeding 
tMder the blows of Pagan persecution; ~d thP.Se still 
)at~r, as .Athana.sillS nnd A.ugu.stine1 who sough~ to 
1 strl;tle, the creed of the Chw·~h against li~tious 
.heretics-these have left the record of t4eirla:bors in 
.apolqgies and dogmatics, which are still the ~ory 
po0m ~hi~h th~ weapons of our modei"Jl warfar.e.,~ 

drawn. But what record has history perpetuated of 
All~ ~ostics and Manicheans, th~ Arialli? a.~d Pelagians, 



,1/lf,Ut(fl/IA/J'ru/A,~./~(}Jiqn,t( IJ~$c/uJAtr. (~1 

~~ ~e~ ~ ~rrul?~ the trut~ save.t~e~ftrPflttJ 
f4l;'J/e {QWl~ m t4~ wntm~ of tq~ ohl1Btl~j. 9PW-­

:~ap~1~e <;leaQ. . 1li~ preserved.. in. ~pe~.J T,~~r,e 
~JJ..t~ ~~ tM ;Mphammcdan JID:P~yure ar~e,p~ 
Jf~W (l!WB~~y &om f;rll~ b~ji pa.~ly..also ~ J;>fe~ 
~t t~~ corruptions of ChristiaJlity ~~ th.~ }.~~~ 
11\~ of paganisiD:.' In s~ far IMi it Wl;lS · $ , ~t 
·~- error, i~ bad power to propag~~ i~lf,, ~ 
pvfj sharpne&S tp the scimeta.r which soon cN:"v~<l .i~ 

vr~y to t4e ell}pire of the East. But when it ~e 
o~JJ. ~Q.e~ at the foot of the Pyrennees, witli tlJ~ ~AoJ~ 
CJ~tdon and religion of Europe, it ass~ea: th.~,R~ 
.tityfie of hostility .to all truth ~d &.ttempted ~ta ».Vlr 
version, from this moment, iu, ~nergy was para).y~(tt; 
and what ha.i Mohamm~dcnism $IDee done, e~th~t in 
BCien~, or iJ+ art, for the advancement of. man~q a 
'l'rue, Arabi~ was for four cel).turies the . conservamr 
of. science, ~nd gave baek to Europe at the tim..e of 
the q~es, the torch of knowledge, which ~ l;>ee1;1 
tlxtinguish'}d by the .choke-d~p .of the dark. age.. 
lfur be itremember-00-, th~t in the forbearance of Gp'­
tetribution purs"Qea with "lea-den feet," and motW 
causes work imper~eppbly through ages in aceo~­
pli:sbing t~ sublime vw-poses of Proviq.ence. Y e,t 
during these fo-qr hundre.d years of politi~ a.scenclep.­
r.y, in~ion of a langqage peculiarly flexible and 
copiollS, ~poke:q by a pepple acute and enterpr~g, 
what COP..tributio,ns has Mohan;unedanism made to ;the 
l)ggregate of human knowledge~ It h~ conve~ 
Asiatic tivilization into one vast dead sea, whose dAr~ 
swface is not curled with a single ripple ; B.Jld its tlle<r 
eratic influence has ster~typed the AAtio.uS in~ 



'changeless formEI, like. the pillar of salt upon the plkin 
. of. Sodotn. At this very moment, its gigantic empire, 
~hich · once ruled the earth, worn out and effete,· i8 
cmmb~g before our eyes, as the gJ;eat stone rolls oi-un 
tbe.lplage partly of iron and partly· of clay. Will the&e 
hlstorical illustrations suffice ? or, will yon look 1as't 
of &ll upon that Hebrew race, the most remarkable in 
their history of hll that ever trod this earth? a natien, 
through whom r.t1ankind have gathered1 in the ge-b:h 
at least, all they truly know of religion o:r law, goverh­
me:bt 0~ worship.' yet from the sad moment when 
their scribes and doctors lost the key which cot¥d 
open the meaning of their own symbols, it has 'been 
·confessedly an unproductive race. Enduring ana 
~ute, they have exhausted their intellect in the pueri-
lities of the Talmud and the Mishna. Although· ~~ 

·different periods placed in positio~s ··favorable' 'to 
knowledge, the impress of Hebrew mind is not dis:. 
covered upon ~ single art or science. In nearly two 
hundred centuries, they have added not a single truth 
to the mental stQres of man. Mere traders ~ 

. - - - . ~ 

. rie-rs 'in literature as in commerce, they have furnished 
to the world not a single creative genitis; such as · a Mil­
ton or a Locke, a Bacon or aN ewton, a Des Cartes or a 
Galileo. Does all this happen by chance ? Can it be ac­
cideptal that, in the progress of four thollS!\nd years; so­
phi!ts and despisers of truth· have perished without 
issue? and that in no race or school whi~h ever set itself 
~oppose and subvert truth, has one creative ge~n8 
~tood forth to make mankind richer by his thoughnrl 
·or does it prove that truth is a sacred trust from God; 
the natural aliment of the· mind by which alone ·n · 



r n, .LofJ8 of Tlvuth-, the h1apirat~lm, of the &~. 21. 

grolVI; and that next to love of God, the ~ 
tlaing on earth is love of truth ? 

Sooh, gentlemen of the Philomatlu:on and EupNJ.. 
miatn, Societies, are some of the general relatioJliL 
w)ricJl troth sustains to the human understanding.· It 
o~y remains for me to suggest that, like all otAR 
aft:e<Stions, this love of trnth is susceptible of cultiva­
tion; by which it may be increased from a mere un­
iniuential 8entiment into a controlling and absorbing 
pa~~W:m. I shall feel that 1 have but abuaed your 
kindness in compelling you to listen to these .. reftec­
tions, some of whioh are sufficiently dry and tedious, 
unless I should gain your attention to considerations 
a little more practical. · What remains to be said on 
this occasion, will be directed to two poinUI : ~e mo­
tives which should urge the student to cultivate this: · 
love of truth, and the obstacles which most retard ita 
developement. 

The most obvious motive 'l~ tlt.e a88i8tanoe it_a.fforu 
1:n 81Mtai'flling tlw rner11_ drudgery of learning. It. is ~-~t 

without a deep significance, the homely adage repre­
sents truth a8 lying at the bottom of the well; and a 
long; steady tug at the windla&<:~ is required to draw it 
forth. You yoursel.ves are perhaps not without per­
sonal experience of Solomon's declaration, that "much 
study is a wearine~ to the flesh.'' Indeed, severe 
mental application is the imperative law of sound 
sohol&l'Ship. In the acquisition of intellectual, as 
well as of mental wealth, "the hand of the diligent 
maketh rich ;" and in the one as in the other, it is love 
of the treasure which sweetens the toil of acquisition. 
What, but this refreshes the mathematician, aa he 



• • f " • wearily plods through the rugged formulas and t~ 
uncouth diagrams1 which are but the seaffolding to-tile 
magnificent science lfhieh he reanr 1 These-long and 
intricate calcul&tiotl8 are the drudgery of ~ · work, 
rehdered endnr&ble only by the praspeetive re~~ 

Wltibh are summed up in the result. He doe'S oot ~in 
tli~ ;. 'lmt by them ascends to those eternal relsti.OD& 
itt '~atu~ the full value of which we scarcely ApP~ 
ci&& W'hen lying in the equations and demortstra~ . 

of 'the abstract science, but distinctly perceive ~ben 
applied in physical investigations ; as in nieehani~, fu 
detemiine the equilibriuni of forces, or in astronomy 
to det-ect the laws of the stars. So with the Philolo­
gist who delv~s in tE-e blook·lettEn-~ of SQme obsol~te. __ 
lii.ttguage, cert~inly not for the mere. plea.snte of dJsi._ . , 
~g forgotten r~~, or of assigning specific .. mean­
ings to the end:1ess modificatidns of words. The end 
of his patient labor is not simply the eyntacti~­

arrange~ent of words into periods and pages, any 
more than it is tb_e final'end of a military drill to mAr-

-~ shall troops into line, and cond_uct them. through-the­
' evolutions of a mimic warfare: Although the state­
ment may surprise you, his full reward is not attained 
even when the constructed language becomes the safe · 
vehicle of know ledge, and he is able to possess the 
stores of thought treasured in it: for yon will remem-
'ber the fine sentiment of Milton, •when he says, of · 
books " they do preserve, as in a vial, the p~t e1B-· 
cacy and extraction of that living intellect that, bred 
them." Yet even this high communion with immor­
tal minds, much as it may recompense his toil, is no~ 
the absolute reward of the true scholar. In all ·the 



~.111icl-~eti~~,."iil_ ..._.._ 
' ·.the·~~of tlte~itialt, anti tlfeie ~­
~ my,bange&ble'l&~tter ,~ itaoie. '·He . 
~age, :aoto • ~ .. arm....,~ ~ .,_.., .. 
ia..,_. .. ~, forms the-sp~afhmaaift~ 

ha8 beea eonjttred, like -Astnodeus · in ·tli.~ ~\a 
vial; ~ :Mther • ··the ---outgrowth of-- ihe iatellit. 
i1Mlf ;· or ~tmr ·y&t;,'.as 'the ceystaHizat)on ~ thoUgle, 
wlioee -syDlmetftcal~forms, rhomboid, en~ ml·~ 
it a~his--prbvinee . to. diselose. . And . here, \Wkllo.ill 
fearing the- ehm-ge· of impertinent digTession~ 
in this temple· of learning, undep the sanction of rik81i 
venerable te.hers-who surtound me, and of\tihat ....a 
....... ..t.n.-~AA 1 _A,~!> ' l. 

0 
• O 

0 

• • ...t~ 
--~~'\1m om our unagmati~ ea.z:r 

-8i861Bbl~~~tsince.thereViyalof~ 

have been charged with the busineSs of. etio~o.l..ii. 
here, 'with a sense of responsibility in the utte~ 
do I offer a solemn protest against tnat utilitatiM 
dogma,- which would ostracize· the classics, and•,l180e 
the study-?£ ltmguage under.i-tbe ban-a reform, w~ 
-conuctast -ot-uld, will not patiiem lti 
desolating nmrch, until it has smitten down every~ 
age of beauty which the human soul has loved·;.,aaQI 
reduced us to a · state of Gothic. barbarism,· when""·~ 

studyshall be of value which d.oes not imm~j 
ministet to sense and appetite, or tend to physie&l 
'developement. Without, however, dwelling upon the 
study of the language8, as a S!Jl}jective exercise of the 
intellect, it may safely be affirmed that the knowl~ 
it imparts of the mind itself and the philosophy of iW 
operations, is the great recompense of the · stud~nt'li 
labor. Instead, therefore, of curtailing this branekt 



...W,Jit ·~· ~far yifer,f.o 111tke the~ .M4~ 
U ,ot,.tpnip ~ • .,.at aid~ 
*lt..._laout.~tt. lSl ~y j~a~PQ.~:.Jl"vpn­

~ ~ -~·ag$nst ·~~ ill~~ 
11NM. uJ'd"V:.m~age ,seems t,o in<}uce: ~- p&Gly 
Jw-~1.~J of those phyaiC.U pow~ which &re $he 
· -~o£ ~-; but muc}l more by the ~tion 

:ti«!&M ~ ilW~ell upon the p8flt, which yields JDO~ing 
Ltf..a~ for. Jtourishm~nt ~ s~w:as. rAe- in¥ of 
~ ~ .. thrcmgh the ~uisitiop of a lapgoas& wQUld 
~~ .thQugllt, so that it. :would ~ur {)n in one &v.~er· 
~ atr.eam, without the ~pility of ~n .. 
A.»i if . ·~ be a mirror of the mind itae~ U1 the 
~t the mind dwells as in..a cr,ystal palac~ ~ beb,qld· 
ill8 jt.eelf Peiected from a tho~d angle, by wlUch 
aif ttr.produ~d and multiplied in every action.apd 
~, apd is roused fr.om slum bel' by this ~' 
~~mplation. . , 
:t~'~\nbom love of. knawledge, which sustains the 
~nt .scholar tAI"ough all his tedious l.abc¥s, 
. ,.tllat also which has raised up sliCh an arr~y ~~ ~-

.. ~u:-cated men, .wha in different ages have &nrmQJlllied 
~:greatest ~~tacles, and achieved the proudest ~o­
~ . ,WJtat bu_t this raised .&op and Terence ftlld 
Epic1;etus from the-condition of ,W..ves t9 be among 
~ most renowned allegoris~ d.r8Pl&tista and philqso­
p}Je~ of antiquity 1 What but thia lifted John Hun­
tef from the humble condition of a chair-maker ·to 
aum- all the-anatomists of his day l What b~t tiPs 
elevated Thomas Simpson from being ~ strolling for­
tune-teller, catching t~e first rudiments of knowledge 
ti:om a pedlar's al}nanac, to be the mathematician; 



~-· m a.lfmtiHtr to ·ib•-'" • tJ.t.~··• 
eM •~taMJtt ·aDd tle-Jr4mimd ~ · 
1MBi Wiig =• g.~~·~~ ~ hillrat~ ~.._ 

·thl·ee·towhleh he~ tdthe~~ 
~ mason!s'·~-of tiler ~al com~: !Mat 
wJi68e :nable ~li~".W.Wo grapiM&Uy~upre•sfMI 

in ftis 18&ying ·tO the ··\»*e .. dt· Argyle: "&'" 8e••t J* 
-t&tilf.o~ me· teo. yeutr ~ td•t-ead.t dOeit Olle ~ 
l.brd;-to know Di01'e than the-· twenty·f681" lette8 ill 
order to "'letirn ·any tkrn8':tl88'that ·one willies JPn .Ailf 
what but this thirst ot knowledge transformed ·, Otar 
own Franklin:from a poor printers· boy,· niunehingL hiil 
emst of bread thro-itgh·th~ streets of the Quaker enr. 
to be·the ilf"8t phileeopher of·.ms time~ '. \ 

-The remarkable -euthusiastn imparted to the· e~ 
ter, ·illustrate& still further how the love of truth -. 
tams tli~ philOEJ<?pher in th~' mi~t of· his s&veMt~ 
It is related of· Sir Isaac Newton, Wter he· had ooiJi. 
eeived the ldea of extending the law of· gravitation to 
explain· ~he !)ltenomena of tlle Pbmetary wol'ldy tlait 
as-an.-"-~~~e-se--r-liimsetr-to.. c. 
late whether this1 force, with its known law of deereMe 
in proportion to distance, was sufficient to ·ret.m 
the moon in ita orbit, and to explain its rate of· motiOn 
aroUnd the earth: and that as each figure brougkt him· .. . 
nearer to the de«ired result, he was· so overcome with 
emotion that he was obliged to invoke the ~ 
of a friend, to conclude the demonstration whicdt 
established his theory, and has immortalized his name 

. Such enthusiasm, it is plain, must soften the 'rugsed­
ness of labor, and diffuse a glow over the colclelt. 
speculations. It is insensible to fat~e and ctilajt. 
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· --~ aad ~~the ai-.;dltn'$" on in· tNJijpa~ 
,._ JBol*,t.bJilliant ·~ ~lt".is -ihe ~· of 

B•a'aJdn& therftuer pate~of DQhiliiy,· =d'lfiMiJtg 
~ ;r}a(j po111111 ifAmto the .. noble$t fello~a.tt 
t.tbat of the <llvch of God-into that great brother­
•• ~;q£ ~Qllft, ·~eparat.td by, uo· di4fBnce of· time-Qr 
.. ,~.bound togethel' by no!secret si~ bat :by --a 
..-•re.lt8J1Dpathy and love of. ttuth·; & noble Qtfly of 
.Onfe•or&, .,whose united voioe· · proclaims· tltait the 
~fbowledge ue ot;My 1618 than the plea811res 
~ .-ra.'"W.:- ,. d }i • r ~ • "111"•' .-..uvue·an re gwn. .. · 
.ifl.A: 86eood motive for cnlti~ating the love of mth 
~ tM pi"ot8ctron it ajf(YI"d8 agaNMt oor iHJcomliNJ f.Ue 
and amhiti<nuJ preteruJe,a. Nothing is mOl'e common 
ihfm fu inStitute depreciating oompariso118 betwee!l our 
Gwn.JBchoot. of learning, and those. df the old WoPld. 
y_ .. it.is undoubtedly true, that the oouree' of ·instruo­
tion With us has the merit of impartiality and symme­
try. It :is not unusUal on the continent of Europe te 
tnd ~ave Professors, who will give pag& and liile of 
flftry nt>table p~age· in the ancient el~i~ or who 
will recite. minliteiy the history of every battle f~ht 
libde·!the days of Semiramis, who are yet:ignorant o$ 
th- very ndimentB of physical science, abd commit 
blOhders in Geography which should disgtaoe a school 
1Miy1 .:A travelled gentleman told me in oonversation, 
no*. two weeis since, that he was once .-sJteci. by a 
EUrbpean•Professor whether Mr. Polk had a eon who 
would mbeeed him in the Presidency; while anothtlr 
~d. his surprise to find our oountrymen, With 
-.eh' fair complexions, because of the proximity of 
~cl, t@ Africa. 



~ '1'Qt miaute snbdivision of labor·which 8e8l . eifh­
t.etlliMll tb ·mab a .pin,·may c6ntiuee to glut .-1+ 
J.eaee within a limited departp1ent of knowledp,.lnd 
• ~ unf.avorable to enlargement of miDd. li 
areates those intellectual monoptotes, whose lolitUf 
ltA1d.iee in a single branch, .may, perha~ explain·that 
tendenoy to extravagance, which so. greatly ~ ~e 
apeculative philosophy of .Germany. In.this cdant.ry, 
the puat@ of our colleges, if not adepts in the an 
of i..tin and .. Greek versification, poeseee at least a fait' 
outline knowledge of history and science, philoeophy 
and language. Yet this wiQe diffusion of the illaul 
over 8o ·broad a surface i tends to shallowness; whioh ia 
the .oonfessed evil of American scholarship. ThiS-e-riJ 
~ ·is intensely aggravated by the injudi<:ious h.te 
which, with us, shortens t~at " middle passage" •-be­
tween boyhood and manhood ;, whi<;h, however .pain­
ful fu the endurance, is incalculably precious for the ' 
discipline it yields. At thirty years of age, when, in 
Europe, the foun-4ation only of future success is theu.ght 
to be Be<?urely laid, it is not uncomnu;}n wit1l-t18-to1lnd 
men who have played out all their cards tb fortune, iq 
the game of life. It is idle, however, to rail ·at ·eVils 
which we do not seek to coiTect. The rapid d.evelope­
tnent of the resources of . this vast country, and the 
stimulus of odr democratic institutio111, put education, 
with every thing else, under high pressure ; and..:our 
eolleges must be good mills indeed, if bump~ ean 
be. put· in at the hopper; &nd be ground out flnished · 
eeholars at the end of four brief years. It is, however, 
one of the painful consequences of our super:ftcia.t,-be- . 
cause too hasty, education, that we contend throt~gh 
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lite with the perill which alwaya muet attend hlf 
_ bcnrledge. T:he1~ force of intelle~ aided tJy 
a fb~coDjuncrue . of cirC11Dl8t&Dcee, will ofttB 
Mr:rf ~who is no candidt~.t.e fol" finn~ iato a poeitioa 
. hioh there is no retreat, and which he tremble& 10 
oeoapy. With Byron, he wakes up some morning tb 
~ himself famo~J&.. There is scarcely any thing more 
paiiafo! to ·~ tnly ingenuous mind than to receive -the 
ore&t for ~ which he does not posse88; and yet 
be·compelled b-y the necessities of his position to .bear 
the impeachment-without disclaimer. A sense of deg­
~)t'on attaches to him, as he finds himse~ howeYer 

willingly, a party to a course of systematic dOOep­
tion: and he would eheerfully resign every honor~oon-: 

6med by the too partial admiration of friends, if he 
eoald be ra~d by the public at his trne value. He 
1m.owe not at what moment some Unlucky ;mergeBey 
mayiiest his deficiencies, and the fickle world . tar 
Mi,de tlle veil which itBelf had thrown over its own 
i~ . ..Bd reveal the imposture which was always ·1un• 
supportahle .. to him. Retreat is impossible; with•hie 
~ the current, he must meet his fortunes, eYen 
thQJJgh disastrous; and the only remedy is to com­
plete the knowledge which will make llim equal u, 
hie destiny. In this he will never fail, if animated 
by an ipgenuo:os love of truth itsel£ The· in1lneuee 
of tbis is -felt in two ways. It rouses the mind to in: 
te~ activity, and renders it watchful Qf the hinta 
whieh natQre every where affoOOs, to coin them into 
k.nowledg~ Every breath which fans us, whispen 
some confession of mystery to the ear acute· enough to 
hear it; and every phenomenon we behold is lib the 



~_,~~IMI~~~--· II 
~dell ~ wbieh ~ admitted -&eaa hato t.a. .,. 
••·« T~ But all hinta.ar&loet 11poD ~ 
ph mied" .Tho\18&1lds.enjo}'Akl .the luxUry ~f~ ... 
~om .A.Nbimedes ;_ y~ he. •u .the 1irlt to' ob•n• 
tJaat the~ quantity of watet: ~laced was, jll&t· e«&•t 
~.bUt ow.a bulk.; nor di$1 he take notice of. it,. till if. 
gave the. clue. to Hiero's problem, wh:ich led him~ ui 
the ~*J-of jQy to rush naked. from the b&t.JI,s:ex­
clajming ~elca, I have jrm1ul it. ~y . ffe& 
~ seiD· the. vibrations of a suspended lamp; but~e 
.plWosoph;c mind of a Galileo was needed :to .observe 
tile equal: Dl()tions of the swinging lamp~ the ·ea.t.he. 
dral.{)f Pi8a, and . to learn-from it t~ oscillation of 
the peudul.um as a perfect measure of time. Appl• 
too have fallen from the tr&..~, ever si.uce the time·w~e~ 

Adam .sa~ under their shadow inP~yet~"OJll.yt 

. to the attentive mind of Newton did_ it occur to~~ 
that the same power would hav~ brought.~ it UoJD a 
position a thol18&Ild times as high;.and why mayitJlOi·>/ ·· 
extend to the moon~ How., soon the splentlid ~nj~ 
ture was realized, -and gave to the world the true 
theory of the Heavens, is known to all. Commonmi.ndf 
indeed, even with the aid of the happiest suggf8tieilat 
may not expect to walk in the path of discovert-Yet'··· 
it is astonishing how even the86 may be enriched by 
a watchful attention to all that paases within ,an~ 

around them. . In reading our most popular and.tJtrik~ 

ing authors, Mr. Macaulay for example, nothing .is 
more wonderful than the cormorant appetite with 
which things most crude and strange have been ·de-: 
voured, and the facility with which these are convert-
ed into apt and beautiful illustrations. A child'B 

, . 
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AOI'Il book, 01' &fairy.tale-Cindenlla'•alipper, or& 
l~wn'alam~·oomes amisw; &Dd.· froa! • 
oopiouaJ reading, ·~ such an all•- fll 
illliiRatioo, • makes their writings .Sparkle witJa; 168 
- Deauty. Where knowledge is thorouihly Mlimk. 
latQ4, to tqe mind, and is reproduced with \he.~ 

of 4 new coinage, the fre~hn~ of individulity; h 
p~ lUles, answers nearly the .ends· of ·fifue origill­
,uity. 
· The sincere love of .truth will, however, not :only 
wake :the mind to observation and xresearcb, but w4ll 
render it too earnest and thorough to l>e satilied wit& 
half-kxlowledge. The spade and shov;el will g~ 
opep., to the light the 8ecret vein, which the lll\lel·~ 
has o~ detected ; and the miner's shaft will liak 
cle~per and deeper, till the exhausted quft.lTY has ·yield-. 
® the last trace of precious ore hid within its W:wlb. 
The he~y inquirer is thus not only lifted above the 
~c~ of the char~tan, but is secured from the 
shallowness.· of the sc iolist ; and. will not cease his 
wooing, until admitted to the full embrace of truth. 

But. the most pe:P3uasive of · all motives, which I 
shall only suggest without expansion, is; that trutA .i8 
tl~-B cml!y imperisluihle wealth which a ma;n.maylwp6 to 
bear with ltimaelf vnto the Eternal world. Death 
~~Weeps away -all our material possessions ; but ean it 
be that the "mind, like the body, is then stript of all 
its (ur.niture, rand goes undresaed ·and bare ~to the 
presence of God 1 If the faculties. developed through 
a lOJW. course of discipline on earth, retain their propor­
tiori's; which Seems to be involved in the very notion 
of retribution beyond the grave; surely the knowl-. 

4 
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edge through which this growth has aeetiied, most 
also be retaitied. H too, as we have continbally al­
eumed, ~hrobgh the outward and concrete f'orms in 
which knowledge is hete pr~nted to us, the tnind • 
seeking fot tho8e ultimate and tmiversal principles 
which uttderlie them all1 surely these, when once ab-
8tracted and generalized, 1f hen on~e incorporated -into 
the very substance -of the mind, will abide the wreck 
of tnatter, and snrlive tho9e autward fonns which they 
once penetrated, 88 the soul which gav6 thetti life.-­
If nature too be a great book, on every page a£ which 
God has written the proofs of his being arid glory, as 
with his own finger he wrote his law ott th~ 8tottes of 
Sinai, how shall the pions mind at death separate its 
knowledge from its holin~ ~ No ! it 'Were a melan· 
choly thought, if in our undressing for the tomb, we 
laid our knowledge 88 out garmentB by! The weary 
student, in his moments of toil and doubt, feels the 
stimulus of hope, when he reflecte that God creates 
nothing useless on earth: and that his most unproduc­
tive thoughts will be ~he germinant seeds of knowl· 
edge, 
"The sprouting. of an harvest for Eternity, buretingthroogh the tilth of time.' 

I will tax the patience of this audience but a few 
monent.s longer, while with rapid touches, I present a 
few of those obstacles which retard the developement 
of this love for truth. The first is apathy, that vis 

' inertiaJ of the mind, which holds it, like the sloth, in 
a repose 88 silent and dee_p as death. He must look 
forth upon nature, with the dull, heavy eye of an ox, 
who can see neither beauty in the rainbow, nor poetry 
in the stars ; and whose sluggish soul is not roused to • 
inquiry, by aught that it beholds. 

• 
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~ " A oommon mind percei vet~ not beyond hif ejee ani! ean 1 
'The palings o( the park ol eenae enthral thil oaptul'ed roebuek~ 
~ are tit&.,~ w him, and oift,UJIIItan~ h.ilapnotphere.' 

·Plainly, truth will shine as cold upon suck a soul, 
u the sunbeJmt upon a Polar iceberg. ou ,~ust 

briilg nature, like a charged battery, to ~ar upon such 
a torpid mind; and shock after shook must be· repeat­
ed, until -the electric spark shall enkindle the do~t 
life to spontaneous activity, before it shall be cap&ble 
of knowledge, or be the conscious subject of sudl a 
law, as love of truth. .,. 
Akin to apathy, is tM nw1Yd Vndi.ffereruJ6 to trut.h wlum 

GM8rtafnuJ; ~which is in fact the negative pole to that 
love of truth we are now considering. It iS the ab­
sence of all emotion in the presence of what is ~oat 
sublime; the absence of all affection in the presence of 
what ~ most lovely. This indifference t<> truth is 
worse even than bigotry. The one is the· entire ~va· 
cation of all moral sentiment, of which the other is 
only a misdirection. The bigot offends, because his 
hatred of error is more prominent in our view than 
his love of truth ; but the indifferentist is abominable, 
because .he can rise neither to the one nor to the other. 
Error and truth are but blank forms, where he may 
write just what interest or caprice shall dictate. He 
is a :p90r soulless wretch, without a single affection 
whieh he can share with any living thing: whom all 
men unite in aenouncing, not becaUse he is an apostate 
from this faith or that ; but because, ill the denial of ·­
all faith, of all virtue and of all truth, he is an apos­
tate from mankind and from God. 

But more disturbing than both combined, is the in· 
flu,mce of prejudice; because more universal and lesB 

• 
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suspected. - Trut~ in . itself eonsi~~red, i8 one and in- .. 
divilib1e; an~ to minds capable•oftakingin itawh~le , 
compass, woul~ doubtless so app~. T~ however, 
is the prerogative of God alone. To .bite minds, Vlltll 
loses i~ apparent unity, iince. th&y trave' over it by 
auccessive _disooverie9. Yet -~he oo~ndene& 'bel. 
tween these discoveries is proof of !'- . r(J(]}, hni~ For 
not only do truths not op}>ose or overlap· each ·other, · 
it is only when viewed in their recipr~ relatione, 
they are truths at all. Truth indeed i8 tnitli; onJy 
when taken in its proper combination. · H by an iD­
telle.ctu8.1 chemistry its elemen~ are separated, theee 
often prove as destructive 8Sthe compound was whole­
some; just as a grain of corn, nutritious in itse~ may 
yield a poisonous element by secret distillation. The 
errors of mankind arise not so much by 'W,ilfnl de~ 
urs from recognised truth, as from neglecting its coP. 
respondencies. It is one of the "thoughts " of,'Blaise 
Pascal "il yen a pliu8ieur8 qui et'rent fl alldant pltUJ da,. 
ge1-rJU8enuJJU, qu' il8prrmnent wne verite powr l8 p~ 
de leur erreur. Muir jaute n' 88t pa8 de 8'Uivre WIN 

· jatu.a }te, mali8 de 8uimre une verite a l' '6JJcbuaicmil'1RU 
autre."* Thus, we may in our imagination follows 
ball thrown into the air, regarding simply the angle 
of projecti~n ; bnt we shall be pursuing an imaginary 
straight line, while the ball, under the in1luence ot 
gravi~n and the resistance of the atmosphere, will 
describe the parabolic curve. Froni all this arises the 
necessity of candor in the search for truth. Preju-
dice, which always springs from par~ial v:ews, must 

• Penacee de Pascal. Secondc partie, article xvii. 
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11ot be snfered to warp the mind by its anteceden~ 
preaQDl.ptions. A.l.4s! what schisms has not this fell 
ap~t crtated among the followel'B of t~t truth, which 
js .by OOJ)fession, '' homogeneal and proportional!".._ 
The mathematician, priding himself upon the rigid d~ 
ductioJl& • his favorite science, smiles in disdain upon 
the p~obabilities of the moralist, and the speculations 

·of the meiephysicrian; who reciprooate the scorn, by 
contrasti.Jlg the v~ty and acqteness of their diserim. 
inations with. the tread-mill monotony of the other; 
while 'the Professor of "the Humanities" boasts 
~t the rnggedue~ of both, the elegance and pol. 
ish of his peculiar study : and all forget that together 
they bllt unit43 to give the full equipage of the scholar, 
What babblings and contentionrlretween- Phitmo; 
ph~rs, each .of w b()m meaanres the ·~ Qf his o-wn lit. 
tle ~gment in the great circle of truth l The ·~tur. 
aliat-will find yoq a shoulder-blade of some ancient 
megath~ri~, ~d forthwith will build up, not only 
the whole frame in its gigaptic proportion~, but will 
discover, hid in th~ socket, the evidence that it lived 
soiJlew here i.p those vast geologic ages, long anterior 
to the tinle when. " God made the beast after his kind, 
and the Cattle after his kind," Or he will ask oply 
for the scale of some disinterred ichthyolit e, or the 
vertebn~ of some ~funct aniJDal, to est~blish as JDany • 
eentr~ of creation, as shall contradict the book which 
testifies from God, that He " hath made of one blood 
all nations of men for to dwell on 1ill the face o-f the 
earth." Who can forbear reciting in th~ ears of these 
ji'JTing PhilOsophers that exquisite passage of Milton 
in his plea for the liberty of unlicensed printing,_..a 

• 
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pawtge which is as touching for its ratho&, M it is 
commanding in its eloquence: "Truth indeed came 
once in.to the world with her divine 1Df8ter, and was a 
perfect shape most glorious to look on : but when he 
ascendei, and his Apostles afte.r him were laid asleep, 
then straight arose a wic_ked race of deceivers, wlio, 
as that story goes of the Egyptian Typhon with his 
conspirators, ho~ t~ey dealt with the good Osiris, tolk 
the virgin Truth, hewed her lovely form into a thou­
sand pieces, and scattered them to the four winds.­
From that time ever since, the sad friends of truth, 
.sueh as durst appear, imitating that careful search that 
Isis made for the mangled bOdy of Osiris, went up and 
down gathering up limb by limb still as they could 
&d them. We h~Lve not yet found them all, Lords 
.ruid Commons, nor ever shall do, till her m'aster's ~ 
o~d coming : he· shall bring together every joint and 
member, and shall mould them into an immortal fea­
ture of loveliness and perfection." And we say of 
those men of science, who will not recognise the unity 
of truth, as Milton said of licensing prohibitions; 
they must not "stand at every plac~ of opportunity, 
forbidding and disturbing them thatcontinun seeking, 
that continue to do our obsequies to the torn body of 
our martyred saint." * * * * "They ·are the 
troublers, they are the dividers of unity, who neglect, 
and permit not. others, to unite those dissevered pieces, 
which are yet wanting to the body of truth." * "The 
love of truth," says a living writer, "is honesty of rea. 
son, as the love of virtue is honesty of heart." And 
prejudice in Philosophers is like the folly of those 

• Miltpn't Proae Worb, voL L p. 18C5 • 
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two famons knights, 'who meeting upon opposite sides 
of a shield, broke a lance between them ; ane aftlrm .. 
ing it to be silver, and. the other gold, till when roll­
ing ~ the dust, they discovered it was both. . Many 
a sore battle would be saved between the foltowers of 
~th, if they would take time and patience to look 
upon both sides of her shield. · · 

Upon the last obstacle to be mentioned here, I would 
like to pour all the burning lava of Mount Etna, but 
must dispa~ it in a single sentence. It is tlu;U deepi-

. cohl6 'ltti};itamn apirit, which, like a hncksterer in the 
shambleS, is always haggling with truth about her 
price. The great souls of earth have always known 
that "the merchandize of it is better than the mer­
chandize of silver, an<l the gain thetteof than fine gold:" 
they have always known that truth is far inore pre­
cious in herself, tha~ in the special uses to which men 
may put her. Even Franklin, the very impersonation 
of the practic8l philosophy, w~o has left in the sayings 
of Poor Richard, as much penny wi~dom as any other; 
even he did not fly his kites in the heavens to make 
the lightning merely the minister of man. What 
Aristotle said pre-eminently of Philosophy holds true 
subordinately of every scie~ce, " as we call that man 
free who belongs to himself, and who belongs to no 
other, so phil~ophy is alone of all sciences free, for 
it only is to itself its own aim." For though the other 
sciences were not free, in his view, in that they were 
81lbordinate to "that sovereign science, Philosophy, 
which was made. to govern all others ;" yet they are 
free and independent, in respect to the particular ap­
plication of them to the common routine life of man • 
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(}enilern,m,J must shut do~ tlte gate upo e flood , -............ .. 
of this ~urse, lest ~ swell intO too c.opiot» eel ' 
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blJ)&d a stream.) Yet it grieves a }Sreacper to...eollt(f-
L Teae ~e ~ cutilljg off the tJSe8 ~ 

. ·• ~e~, 1n bidtling you adieu; 
let nte wge ~ lifi¥lOllf sc~od. tittle: for in l•v· . ~. 
~ these ?Va\ls yoqs: o . e\ter upoll ~~er foJ1pa of\_ 

· study· ~~dE3. et~er tera, tltougMnett ~&thin&& J 
should ~ yqur text · . Be sin~abts -to the e~d; • 
and even in death, when mtniste~g aaiels s~ ~w 
·asi_de the cuttain wb_ich ·veils a fntur~ JVor)d, your r 

s~irits ~ ~ l~arne? still. •tet the lore of trilth , 
be the lair ol~ youfin~llec~ r~efnMrin'g -e.arthat .. f .. 
the' wistlom, whic1!Jis ·" jnore prJcioUf .. than nbi.&.," 1 -r-~~ 

· finds ita beg.Jmingj n th~ fear of +'he 'Lord: 
~ a ' • 

"lew and p~ioas &rt} tbe,worde w hieh tl(e 'ijpe of wiadotn uUeN' . •, · 
To what shall their ra~ be liienedf wh"'priJ shall oount.thellwodht · j 
The~ be 4Jrope~f the, crystal dew' _:which tile WV'~ ol.e ... pbe ec_,ttter. 
Whell\~n ~me brighth Sabbath their pluatee meet q~ver.,-ith 41fllght;1 

Such, an.d 80 pr!'lioua, a.re-the_worde which the lipe ff wiadom utter. 
' . ~ .. . ' . 

~ t\e fames tf ha\lowed ~eeu~ that nil the throne of the 'lllo.t High; 
& the beaded ~ubb"-ee,~ha~ariie on the rim of the ~up ~ immortality; • 
~ W?e&ths of' tl].e -hin~f spray from the pure catat&ete of trutlt ;_, 
Such, and 80 precious, are the wo\-d.s wlt.ich the lipe of wja<lom utter. 

they be grains of t2e diamond Mnd, the ~t floor of Heaven. 
Rising in thnny dll.8t behind the chariot of God: ' • 
They be ftubee of the day-spring ~rom em high, shecl'from the windo..:. of 

• -.J the skies· · ( J 
Thezl:.e stre+ of llnng •{ters, fr61h • f'tom the fountain of intelfigence : 
sao;: and 80 riou., are thzorda wlfh the Jipe or wildom. u~r. 

'Wl{f\refore, Friend and Scholar, hear the word.& of wisdom ; 
Whether abe epeaketh to thy ~ in the f~U phorde of 1\eTelati~, 
($fin the teaehing earth, or ~, or sea ; in the still melodiee · Gf thou;tl' 
Or, haply in the humbler strain• that would detain thee here ... ... 
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