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£\ BBRRMON,

2 Tivorny ii. 2.

% THE THINGS WHICH THOU HAST HLEARD OF ME AMONG
MANY WITNESSES, THE SAME COMMIT THOU TO FAITH-
FULMEN, WHO SUHALL BE ABLE TO TEACH 0 LHERS ALs0.”?

AMONG the means of grace which God has
appointed for our salvation, the ministry of reconci-
liation holds an important rank. ¢ Whosoever shall

call upon the name of the Lord shall he saved. How

then shalt they call on him in whom they have not
believed 7 and how shall they believe in him of
whom they have uot heard ? “and how shall they
hear without a preacher 7 and how shall they preach
except they be sent ? So then, faith cometh by hear-
ing, and hearing by the word of God.” The word
of Giod points out to sintiers the w ay of salvation.
And in order to call their attention to this holy word,
and to explain and apply its important doctrines,
(tod has instituted the gospel ministry. By this
ministry smnvrq arc made acquainied with “the only
true God,” and with ¢ Jesus Christ whom  he has
cent.” And this Knowledge prepares them for the
enjoyment of eternal lile.

God could, if he saw it best to do so, communicate
to every man the knowledge necessary to salvation
by immediate revelation ; for with him is ¢ the resi-
duc of the spirit.”  Or he could commission angels
from heaven, to preach the everlasting gospel to
men, with celestial cloguence. Buaty in his infinite
wisdom, he has preferred a different method of com-
munication.  He has given a diviee revelation of
his will concerning us 5 amd appointed a inistry,
consisting of men ol like passions with those to whom
they are sent, to proclaim the doctrines of this reve-
lation to the world.  * We have this teasure in

carthen vesselss that the exeelleacy of the power
may be of Codoand not of v Such a ministry
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God has been pleased to institute, in order to turn
sinners from darkness to light, and to reconcile them
to himself through the mediation of his Son.

Our text contains the instruction of Paul to Timo-
thy respecting the instrumentality which he was re-
quired to exercise in the perpetuation of this sacred
ministry. ¢ The things which thou bast heard of
me among many W1tnessea, the same commit thou
to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others
also.”

From this passage of holy writ, we learn,

1. That it is the will of God that the gospel mi-
nistry should be perpetuated by means of ministerial
ordination ;

2. The qualifications required of those who are
candidates for this ministry ; and '

3. The weighty charge committed to those to
whom is given the right of ordination.

We may very clearly perceive, in the first place,
that it is the will of God that a gospel ministry should
be perpetuated by means of ministerial ordination.

It is evident that by the things which Timothy
had heard of the Apostle, were meant the doctrines

of that * faithful word,” which he observed to Titus,
a bishop ought to hold fast.” And it is equally
evident, that b committing these things to faithful
men, who qhould be able to teach othels was meant
more than ordinary instruction in the doctrines of the
gospel.  Such instruction was to be given to all in-
discriminately to whom "T'imothy was called in Provi-
dence to exercise his ministry. But the commission
mentioned in our text was restricted to men of a par-
ticular character, whose conscquent duty it would be
to become teachers of others. 'T'his distinction very
clearly points out the ministerial commission, which
Timothy was charged to confer upon such as, on
examination, weie found to be suitable c«uuh(ldtvs

Hence it appears, that the ordination of’ ministers
does not, as some have supposed, rest with the
churches, over which they are constituted pastors.
Timothy, not the churches, was charged to commit
the ministerial office to proper persons.




But although the charge was addressed to Timo-
thy alone, it was intended as applicable to all who
might be called to act in concurrence with him in
the ordination of candidates for the ministry. And
as he himself had been ordained by ¢ the laying on
of the hands of the presbytery,”* who concurred with
the apostle Paul in this important transaction, it is
reasonable to suppose that this was the usual method
of ordination; and that Timothy would of course
understand that his proceedings were to be regulated
by this apostolic model.

The current testimony of the New Testament cor-
roborates the doctrine of our text. ‘The commission
given by Christ himself to the apostles, taken in con-
nexion with the promise annexed to that commis-
sion, is of great imnportance in illustrating this sub-
ject. He “ spake to them, saying, all power is given
unto me in heaven and in earth.  Go ye, therefore,
and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost :
tcaching them to observe all things whatsoever 1
have commandced you: And lo, I am with you al-
way, even unto the end of the world.”t Is it not
evident, that this comnmission was given to a ministry
which was to continue to the end of the world ?
Were it not so, what would be the meaning of the
promisc ?

It is true, the apostles, by this commission, exer-
cised an extraordinary oflice ; as they were divinely
ispired ministers, and possessed such gifts as were
necessary to attest their divine inspiration.  But they
held and exercised, likewise, the ordinary office of
presbyters in the church of God. ‘This is evidem
from the words of Peter: ¢ The elders which are
among vou | exhort, who am also an elder.”] And
this is the oflice which from them, and by their au-
thority, has been conferved upon ministers ol the
gospel in all ages.

“The laving on of hands,” appears evidently to
have been the outward form used by the apostles, 1n

* See DT iy, 14 and 2 Thim. 1. €. + Ma't zxviii 18=20.
D ¥ WH O




6

conferring this office. The imposition of hands was
1ot, mdeod peculiar to the act of ordination to the
sacred ministry. It was anciently used in confer-
ring patmarch'll benedictions, and it was used by the
apuwies in communicating the extraordinary gifts of’
the Holy Ghost.  In short, it appears to have been
a conunon mode of expressing the instrumentality of
holy men in communicating blessings and gifts of a
qpmtml nature. There was therefore a btllkln“'
propricty in its being adopted in setting apart thnso
who were duly called to the office of the gospel
ministry.

Our text leads us, secondly, to consider the quali-
fications required of those who arc candidates for this
wministry. It was vequired by the apostle, that they
should “he faithful meu, who were able ‘to teach
others.  “ The things which thou hast heard of me,”

said he, ¢ the same commii thou to faithful men, who
shall be able to teach others ulso.”  Fuuthfulness is
indispeusable ; but faithfulness is not a sufficient
qualmvatwn for- the ministry, without the «bility of"
teaching.

In order to be able to teach others, men must
themselves possess a competent degree of knowledge.
It is impossible for then to teach what they do not
understand, It is therefore necessary, that those who
arce to teach others the docteines of religion, should
first make these doctrines a subject of dzhrrcm and
sucwwtu! study. It is nor suficient to possess
Lnowledge of one or two doctrines, however impor-
tant, or of a tew favorite points in theology ; the
whole gospel must be studied, as a system ot divine
truth, which God has wmak*d to man, as the only
means< of his restoration to holiness, and everlasting
wlicity,  ‘The doctrines of the gospel form a sysiem
of truth, the various parts of which have a mutual
u!atum and depe ndene ¢; by which they illusteate

qach other, end add  beawty and sl!‘(‘u“ﬁ! to the
W huic. ‘Those, therefore, who are to teach these doe-
trines ouzht to study and understand them, in all
thedr relutions, and in all their consequences,

It 33 from the seriptures only, that we can derive
1 competent hnowicdue of the doctrines of relicion.




e should indeed avail ourselves of every aid to
which we can have recourse, in ascertaining the true
meaning of the oracles of God. But after all, we
must appeal ¢ to the law and the testimony ;" and
1f thosc to whom we have recourse for instruction

“ speak not according to this word, it is because
there is no light in them.” None but God himself
can make us acquainted with his true character, and
with his will concerning us, in our present state, and
future destination. T'herefore, as he has given us a
divine revelation, as the rule of our faith and prac-
tice, we should consider this revelation as our only
authoritative guide in acquiring a competency of
theologlcal knowledge. ¢ All seripture is given by
inspiration of God ; and is profitable for doctrine, for
veproof, for correction, for instruction in rightcous-
ness ; that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly
furnished unto all good works.”

But speculative knowledge alone, however cor-
rect and systematic, is not sufficient to enable us to
teach others the true nature and design of the gos-
pel.  “Though we had the gift of prophecy, and
understood all mysteries, and all knowledge,” we
might be nothing, and worse than nothing, in our
attmxpts to teach others the way of salvation. With-
out an experimental knowledge of the efficacy of
the gospel, it is lmpossible that we should under-
stand it in its most interesting import, or teach it in
a manuer calculated to make men “ wise unto salva-
tion.” [t is thercefore necessary, that those who are set
apart as teachers of others, should have a knowledge
ot religion which is confirmed by their own expe-
rieuce of its truth, ,

It is necessary, not onlv that candidates for the
ministry posscss such a competency of knowledge &3
will enable them to teach others, but also that thev
be *¢ fuithful men”  Ministers are “stewards of the
mysteries of God;” and fuithjuluess is esseptial to the
character of a vuod steward.

It is wqum*d that they should be faithful ia
searching the seriptures, in order that they may ascer-
tain, us far as possible, the precise meuning of what
s revearled in these oracles of wuth,
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As we are not infallible in our judgment, we are
liable to mistake the meaningof what God has spoken.
It is evident that many good men have fallen into
such mistakes. Were it not so, all true christians
would have been of one mind with regard to the
doctrines of religion. But every error in religion is,
in proportion to its magnitude, injurious to the sonls
of men. 'Thercfore a teacher of theology is highly
culpable, if he does not guard against error, by
searching after truth with impartiality and diligence.
“This he must do by searching the scriptures, with a
sincere desire of ascertaining their true meaning.

If we go to the scriptures with prejudiced minds,
and search them, not in order to form our opinions,
but to support a preconcecived system, our preposses-
sion will operate as a great temptation to unfaithful-
ness. We shall be tempted to warp the pages of
holy writ to a conformity with our views of truth
and propriety ; instead of conforming our opinions
to the truths which God has revealed. Such un-
faithfulness in ascertaining the doctrines which God
has revealed is chargeable with a high degree of
criminality. It is not only treating %:s authority
with disrespect, but it sets us afloat on the wide
ocean of error, and endangers the souls of those
whom we are commissioned to teach the way of
salvation. | B
~ In order that we may be preserved from error, we
should pray, earnestly and constantiy, for the guidaner
of the Holy Spirit, in all our researches ; that by his
enlightening influence we may be led into all truth.
As God has protaised the Holy Spirit to those who
ask him, if we are at all sensible of our weakness
and fallibility, we must acknowledge that we are not
fuithiul in our scarch afier truth, unless we with hu-
mility and earnestness solicit the aid of this Divine
Teacher. We should pray that our ¢ anderstand-
ings may be opened, that we may undesstand dhe
seriptures.”’ | - |
@8 required tiat teachers of religion ould b
Jaathful in explaiping the sevipture..

They must not conceal any troth which €lod ha:
vevealed in his hodv word, Py iy he e




9

to do this, cither because some truths are displeasing
to themselves, or because they suppose them dis-
pleasing to their hearers. But let us recollect, that it
is our duty to ““declare all the counsel of God.” If
we have entire confidence in his moral character,
and love him on account of the glorious perfections
of his holy nature, wo shall be pleased with every
truth which he has revealed. And if we love the
souls of our hearers, we shall feel d1sp0scd to ‘“ keep
back nothing that is profitable to them.” And we are
bound hy the most solemn obligation to declare the
word of God faithfully, ¢ whether they will hear, or
whether they will forbear.” We must do this, ¢ not
ns pleasing men, hut G od, who scarcheth our hearts.”
t'or if we soek to ¢ please men, we are not the ser-
vants of Christ.”
It is tarther required, that ministers of the gospel
thould be suitiful in applying the doctrines of scrip-
ture.

* Study to shew thyself approved unto God,” saia
the aposile to Timothy, © rightly dividing the word
of truth.” Those who are * ministers of Christ, and
stewards of the mysteries of God,” should endeavor
with f'azihiuuzes:s to “give to every one his portion in
due seasor,

They are set as watchmen upon the walls of Zion;
and they are required (0 * watch for souls, as those
who must give ai ac count.”

4 m‘du‘ Lo m"a Kea cinners, th(‘*i must prog !atm {0
thetn the holv inw of God, with the awful sanctione
by wiica itis extoreed. F O trem! zimg pemtents they
raust proclaim the jovlul sound of the gospel, and in-
Viie ol to iwedesmer, win zave himself a ran-
soin o their guudiv souls. They must instruct be-
lievers moevery ;mrt ol christian duty.  And to all
im"; paast Jhoay e m' g &3 ssﬂ ol imuueﬁs a8 a prepa-
raiion for the holy fvileny of heaven.

Poshould be oar i o make our hearers acquaint-
ed with themsdves, and wan the peruliar daties of
thote vegpeective stations, And in order 1o this, we
iast * he Insant i oscason, At of seass i and re-
prove, rebuke, exhionr, w ith all lony suucrmg and
docteiae.”  Greatmust be our mgustesial taidialness,
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to enable us to take the people sf cur charge to
vecord, ¢ that we are pure from the blood of all men.”

Are we nat then ready to ask, ¢ who is sufficient
for these things 7”7 None, surely, but those whose
« snfficiency 1s of God.” He only can make men
“ able ministers of the New Testament.” And to
him must be ascribed all the success which attends
our ministry.

Let us then, thirdly, attend to the weighty charge
committed to those to whom is given the right of
ordination. .

We have heard, that acceptable candidates for the
ministry must be men, whose theological knowledge,
and evangelical experience, will cnable them to be-
come teachers of others : and that, in addiiion to this
qualification, they must be faithful, in scarching, in
explaining, and in applying the scriptures. 1t rests
with those whose office it is to officiate in their ordi-
nation, to judge with respect to these qualifications.
And when we consider, how much depends on the
correctness of the decision, we may well tremble at
the responsibility attached to the office. When we
consider, that on our judgment, and consequent pro-
ceedings, it greatly depends, whether God shall be
glorified, and his church built up and enlarged, by a
faithful ministry ; or the desolating influence of error
and irreligion lay waste the fair fields of Zion, and
rivet the chains by which the prince of darkness is
leading the souls of men to destruction ; must we not
be sensible of the necessity of deliberating and act-
ing with the most imnpartial caution, with the most
disinterested views, and with the most earnest prayer
for divine direction? How neediul and important
must the apostolical admonition appear! ¢ Lay
hands suddenly on no man, neither be partaker of
other men’s sius ; keep thyself pure.”

We are required to conunit the ministry of recon-
cilation * w taithiul men, who shall be able o teach
others also.” Of course, it is implied, that we ought
to withhold it, so far as our authority is concerned,
from candidutes whose characters do not corvespond
to this deseription.  We can form no judgment res-
pecting the future conduct of candidutes, except by
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their present characters and nrofessioris. If the tree
be good, we may fairly presume that the fruit will be
good. But if we act on the groundless presumption,
that an evil tree may bring forth good fruit, we incur
a responsibility which will confound us at the judg-
ment seat of Christ. | o

It is true, after all that we can do, we may be de-
ceived, for we cannot search the heart. Men who
have not the requisite qualifications may * creep in un-
awares,” by assuming a garb to which they are not
entitled. But although this shows the necessity of
caution, .. should not discourage us from acting on
our best judgment. If, in this important concern, we
aim disinterestedly at the glory of God, and the salva-~
tion of the souls of men, we may with humble con-
fidence hope for acceptance in  the work committed
to our hands ; notwithstanding the imperfections, in
consequence of which we sometimes labor in vain.

My brethren in the ministry, the ordination of
those who are suitable candidates, and desire to par-
ticipate in the ministry with us, isa part of the im-
portant charge which is attached to our office. It is
a pleasing work ; and it presents to our view a pros-
pect highly delightful. ¢ The harvest is great, and
the laborers are few.”  After having long prayed that
the Lord of the harvest would send forth more labor-
ers, how pleasing must it be to officiate in setting them
apart to their important work, as, one after another,
they arc called into the field! Let us engage in this
duty under a deep sense that we are acting for God,
and for the salvation of immortal souls. And let
humility, teith, and prayer, characterize our proceed-
ings on the important occasion.

tis peculiarly pleasing to be engaged in the ordi-
nation of those who are about to be employed in
evangelizing the heathen, or in supplying the desti-
tute with the gospel of peace. It i» more especially
pleasingatthis time, when already “the wilderness and
- the solitary places are beginning to be glad, atd, the
desert to rejoice, and blossom as the rose.” ‘The pre-
sent aspect of the world, when viewed in connexion
with the prophecies of scripture, encourages our per-

severance in sending forth men to “ do the work of
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evangelists.” May the God of all grace crown with
success the efforts which are made to illumine * the
dark places of the earth,” and to extend the bounds
of the Redeemer’s kingdom! And to Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, we will acknowledge the glory to
be due; “as it was in the beginning, is new, and
ever shall be, world without end.” Amen.




THE CHARGE,

HAVING been solemnly set apart to the work
of the ministry by prayer, accompanied with * the
laying on of the hands of the Presbytery,” in con-
formity with the usage of the church, we proceed te
charge you in the name of your Lord and ours, to
“take heed to the ministry that you have received and
to fulfil it.” Better directions we cannot give you
than are contained in that venerable and holy vo-
luine, which you have publicly acknowledged as the
sole arbiter of truth, tiic only and the sufficient rule
of fuith and practicee. With those secred oracles
given by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, you are, we
ave persuaded, already in a good degree familiar,—
But too familiar and extended an acquaintance with
them you cannot have. For they are called emphati-
cally ¢ the Scriptures,” and their divine Author has
charged it on nmica in general, and much more bind-
ing of course is that charge on the ministers of recon-
ciliation, to ¢ search them.” For, declares he, in
them ye think ye have eternal life, and they are they
which testify ot me.” ‘Testimony to Christ is amon
their grandest objects and most sublime designs ; an§
whatever variety of parts they consist of, whatever
diversity of interesting and usell topics they em-
brace, he is the centre towards which they all con-
verge : he is the focal point in which they all unite.
Christ was preached by patriarchs and by prophets,
by evangelists and by apostles.  Christ was preach-
cd in the types, promises and predictions of the
ancient Jewish scriptures.  Christ is preached in the
evangelic narrations and in the apostolic epistles,—
Christ was the Jehovah who conducted ancient Isracl
through the perils of the wilderness, and against
whom their impious rebellions were expressed. 'I'

“Gmpted Chitst” says the Aposde Paul, (1 Cor. x.hgz
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and warns the Corinthians against tempting him: in
the same manner. Christ was the Jehovah, whose
lory Isaiah saw, when he witnessed the bending
eraphim before the throne of the great Supreme,
and heard their loud and willing acciuinaiion of
‘ Holy, holy, holy is Jehovah of hosts; the whole
earth is full of his glory.” (See Isa. vi. 1—10, com-
pared with John xii. 40, 41.) You then as ambassa-
‘dors of Christ, appointed and ordained to ‘ preach
his unsearchable riches,” must pray sinners in Christ’s
stead, as though Giod did beseech them by you, to be
reconciled to God. And the more simply, plainly,
and scripturally you deliver the message, the more
ﬁround you will have to expect benediction of
im, who commissioned the first heralds of the creoss,
and all their successors, to *“ go into all the world,
and preach the gospel to every creature.” At the
very commencement of your work therefore, take up
the resolution of Paul, and act upon it. Determine
with him, that “ you will know nothing among the
people to whom you go, but Jesus Christ and him
crucified”—in season and out of season, in converse
with individuals, and in proclamation to the assembly,
exalt the Saviour, preach him as * God over all bless-
ed forever”’—as ‘ the man Christ Jesus”—as *the
Mediator of the new covenant,” as the supretue and
final Judge of the universe ; speak of him in the lan-
guage of prophets and of apostles, proclaim his glory
1n strains used by himself and employed by his Father
in relation to him. _ ¢
In preaching the gospel, or in preaching Christ, its
leading theme, a vast compass of duty lies before you,
and to the acceptable and successful declaration of
¢ the truth as it is in Jesus,” the various parts of this
extended field must be travelled over ; * keep back
nothing that shall be profitable,” and shun not to
declare the whole counsel of God.” Human de-
pravity, regenerating grace, redemption by the meri-
torious blood of Christ, justification by faith, re-
pentance, and the nature and necessity of new obe-
dience and practical holiness, in addition to what
have been named already, appear in the inspired
writings to be topics of primary importance in the
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christian schemé. Publish and proclaim * the grace
of God which brings salvation ;" proclaim and pub-
lish at the same time, the genuine operation of that
grace: let all men know, that those who truly possess
it, must be characterized by such marks as these,
“ Denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, and living
soberly, righteously and godly in this present world.”
You will find, as Paul did, some who will turn this
grace of God into licentiousness. While this circum-
stance will not deter you, as it did not prevent him,
from continuing to magnify that grace ; it will lead
you, as it influenced him, to dwell much on christian
character, on personal piety ; to shew such as ‘“cone
tinve in sin that grace may abound,” that their
 damnation is just.’

Inculcate truth, and assail dangerous and sou! de.
stroying errors, whatever fair and plausible covering
may be thrown around them. In this period of Chris-
tian union, do your part to strenghen the bands that
join in holy compact all that “ love the Lord Jesus
Christinsincerity,” though different forms, and modes,
and rites are found among them. In this period of
christian union, do your part in detecting and expo-
sing that infidelity, which, having been driven from
the field of open combat, now covering itself with the
name of christian, aims its secret blow at the very
fundamentals of christianity; which denies the very
object of christian worship, and, while dpretending to
honor Christ, is never once heard addressing that
voice of pra.yer or praise to him, which saints and
angels readily and joyfully utter; and which, in its
downward course, sweeps away, one after another
every thing distinctive in the christian systern.—
Set as high an estimate on truth, as you find the
inspired writcrs doing, who urge men to “ buy the
truth and sell it not,” to “ contend earnestly” for it.
The minister of Jesus is to “take heed to his doc-
trine,” as well as to himself, since it is only by so do-
ing, that he can expect to *“save either himself or
those that hear him.”

If Christ found it needful to pray, that his disciples
might be sanctified through the truth, it is of high
consequence, that his ministers should declare that
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truth, by whose influence this sanctification is to be
produced. Dispel the anti-christian delusion of the
snnocence of errar, especially on topics of such es-
sential consequence, as the proper object of christian
worship and the foundation of a sinner’s hope. In-
culcate the christian temper and christian practice.
and place them both on a scriptural foundation.

'T'he sphere, which one of you,* my brethren, i3 im-
mediately called to occupy, though it may appeay
humble, is extensive and important. Hescarch into
the subject has shewn, that in cities there is * much
ground to be possessed,” and much good to be eficet-
ed. Many churches there are, but many, very many
individuals and families are either too destitute, too
indifferent, toc prejudiced, or too proud, to occupy a
eeat in them. In either case, they are to be pitied
and assisted. But few churches in our city have
made any thing like a complete provision for those
numbers ot the destitute, who are, ar think them-
sclves, too indigent to support the gospel. And even
when some provision is made, many are too indifter-
ent in religious matters to avail themselves of its
benefits. Shall we suffer these thousands, (for to
thousands their number amounts) to go vear after
year down to the chambers of deatk, without an effort
to rescue them ? Many of tie objections, which may
be urged against religious eflorts of a :nissionary na-
ture in a city, might be alledged. with equnl foree
_and reason, agaiast similar effores in regtons less com-
pactly populated. [n the latter, ave there many
destitate of the means of grace, hiecatse they cannot
afford ta attend upon them. ? The stutement
alinost cqually applicable to the former case. W
scine provision i 1t de o atterd them religious
privileges, it is caly very partially adeguate to the
extent of their neeessity. Ik it anid, that even
to the degree in which provi ion iciode. the necess:-
s, ivaen inditfirenee, will not avail themselves of
the privilese. ? "1'his is equally wrue of muny disteiets
of the country. o the o2 case, &3 well ns in the
~other, it is fuund neceesary, not merely (o invite men

* Rev. M Koy endomad widy a sosela] view of Logino i the Gt

AM0HE 1he Few 49, #0u ehers, derdlug of W Al sow of grace.
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to come to the gospel, but to convey the gospel to
their very doors, ‘ and compel them,” as it were, * to
come in.” There are “ highways and hedges” in
the city, as well as in the country, whose tenants
need to be looked after by those who act under the
great * Shepherd and Bishop of souls.”  Vast multi-
tudes, and among them some, piously descended,
and in their early years piously instructed, are to be
enquired out, and brought iuto the fold of Christ.
Besides the individuals and families, who, though re-
siding in a city, are in “the region and shadow of
death,” there 1s a company of mariners, whose home
is on the waters, where no church is found, and
where no ordinances ave cujoved.  ‘These occasion-
ally appear on land.  But they ave strangers in the
midst of strangers, and no man * careth for their
soul.” Let these but know, that they may statedly
enjoy religious instruction, and even to their hearts,
supposed to be impenetrable to religious impressions,
access muy be had ; and out of materials so unprom-
ising, monuments of grace may be reared to the
honor of the Saviour. kEvery city, tvo, has institu-
w.ons of a public nature, where are the poor, the
laine, the halt, the blind, the criminal, the temporal-
ly and the spiritvally miscrable, to whom the decla-
ration of Christ crucified may prove “ glad tidings of
great joy.” Amongst all these classes your labours
will more or less lie, and amongst these various ob-
jeets of spiritual charity, you will find work enough
to do for Christ, and for the souls of men. Divine
Providence having opened before you this ficld of
labor for the preseat, enter it, my brother, in the
name and strength of Emmanuel, and * spend and
be spent” for the welfare of those souls for whom
Christ has died, He can make his gospel prove the
wisdom and the power of God unto salvation to
those who enjoy your personal and public labors. And
both here, where you expect immediately to be em-
ployed, and wherever else you ay in future go on
the holy errand of your Master. bear in mird the
solemn import of this day’s transaction.  Forget not
that you have implicitly declared 1o day “ Thy vows
are upon me, O God.”  While others of us arc las

C
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horing in folds of more regular and compact enclo-
sure, he it yours to seek the wandering, and convey
gospel light to such as would not otherwisc be likely
to come within its reach.  As to the immedinte ohject
of your present nyission, you will consider yourself
as belonging to no denominatioil excivsively, and
pledged to promote 1o particniar views of external
order.  You will belopa to-every denomination,
whom vou can regard umicst 2l their diversity of
forms, es building on Je.us a: the ioundation faid in
Zion. 'To bring men 1o faith in Christ. to newness of
heart, and newness of life, will be your sole employ.
‘I'o declare publicly and privately the leading truths 0
the New "[cstataent in relation to God andd to man,
and to tarn men from the error of their ways, will
be your duty; and we fecl assured, we may add,
- your delight. | |

* And now, hrother, we commend you to God and
~ tothe wordof his grace; we “bid you 3od speed,” and
nromise to give you the aid of our counienance,
counsels and prayers. May the Head of the church
;)lfﬁﬁpéi‘ your way, give you to see the fruit of your
abor, and dispose you to ascribe the glory of all you
are and 2l you may accomplish, to his abun nt
grace, who, * though e was rich, for our sakes be-
came poor, that we thraugh his poverty inight be
made rich.”  T'o him be glovy forever more.

The other of you,® my ot whese: expecterd

Lere of ministerial action is didvrent from that
which hus been just deseribed, and in some respects
novel and intercsiing, we would urge to g firward”.
in the name and soength of Jehovah Jesus,  Your.
special desiguation is to a savage tribe in our wes-

tern wildeinesz, upon whom the light of the gospel

has lately hegun to gleam ; on whon the sun of right-

s ®

cCOusnEss is rising with peealiarly promising omens.’

You are going, o asist in planting © the tree of life,

whose leaves are for the healing of the nations S

among a nation hitherio catered and peeled, cor-
* Rev. Ma. Weicht, ordained with a view o his joining the Missicnary

estastisnment at Bllwy, waler wis superintcudeuce of e Reov. Gyrus
Wingshaiy, o
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tupted Dby the intercourse and by the vices, and de-
stroyed by the sword of white men, of heings called
christians,  Your embessy unto ticm is of a different
nature. You go to afford rhem spiritual redress for
temporal wrongs ; to shew them the difference be-
tween men with o chyistinn name, and men with a
christian vatwre; to aim at conquering them with
the * sword of the spirit,” and thus 3ubdue them to
“the obedience of faith.” We bless God, that ke
ias inclined your heart to so scli-denying, yet so im-
portant a scivice ; that he has renderzd you willing
to become a debtor to a people, whom, from their
savage habits and uitutored state, the mouth of in-
fidelity has derlared it impraciicable to civilize and
christanize. Go, my brother, and prove the accu-
sation false—g0, and obtain evidence for yourself,
end present it tv others, that  Barbarian and Scy-
thian” are just as capable of being brought under

evangelical iniluence now, as when an inspired apos-
tle not only presumed the thing possible, but pro- -
claimed it as fact. The Choetaws, with a liberality

and graticude which docs them honor, are already

pouring such treasures as they possess at the feet of
that Jesus, whom all nations chall one day crown
 Lord of cll,” to whom * every knce shall bow, and
every toncue comfess.,” Go, since the voice of
Providence and grace has called you to it, and join
that worthy but stll too {eeble band of brethren and
sisters, wlio have forsaken civil enjoyinenis and socisl
comiorts, to give to listcning and wondering Indians
the uneediul and inieresting information that Jesus
died for thew. Go, and our prayers and our alms
shall foliow you, and we shall Llush, we trust, that
remaining at home ia the midst ol comiorts and of
privileges, we feel so little and do o litde for a people,
whase claims upen our christian eflforts are so well
founded, whom we have so @ir an opportusiyy now
eficciually to beaefii.  Aad, during the fow months
which shall elapse belure you get evt upon vour
erraud of chiistian love o these children of the
wilderness, be dilisently and faithluliy vingloyed in
endeavouring 1o repiiv the desolations ¢ Zion all
around us,
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Brethren, in your separate spheres, ¢ do the work of
evangelists,” to which you are set apart to day, and
¢ make full proof of your ministry ;”” and when * the
great Shepherd and Llshop of souls shall appear, you
shall receive a crown of glory which fadeth not
away.” 'To him, who is the “ true (iod and eternal

life,”  who is, and was, and is 10 come,” ¢ the same -

yesterday, to dic,and forever,” even “the Lamb tha
was slain,” be uscribed, as lm most righteous due,
‘power, and wisdom, and honor, and ﬂlon, and bless-
ing, by all in heaven and all en “arth, now and
~everisores  Amen.






