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Sermon, &,
Q279 @® 27

. Samuel, xi1. 28, 24, 25.

I WILL teach you the good and the
rvight way. Only fear the Lord, and ferve him
in truth with all your heart: for confider how
great things he hath done for you. Butif ye
thall ftill do wickedly, ye fhall be confumed,
both ye and your king.” |

The love and the mercy of God are in
many inftances moft fignally manifefted in thofe
very proceedings, of which our unreafonable
hearts are moft ready to complain. The Jewith
nation, at the time when thefe words were {po-
ken, were living under the civil government of
Samuel, the laft and moft excellent of their
Judges. Happy are the people, whofe rulers
an{wer the defcription recommended to Mofes
by his father in law (Ex xviii. 21) ““able men,
fuch as fear God, men of truth, hating cove-
toufnefs.” Of {fuch a charatter was Samuel,
whom this portrait fo well refembled, that, at
the clofe of his adminiftiation he gave this chal-
lenge to the people whom he had governed:
“(xil. s.) Behold, herel am: witnels againft
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me before the Lord, and before his anointed:
whofe ox have Itaken? or whofe afs have I
taken? or whom have I defrauded ? whom have
I oppreffed? or of whofe hand have I recei-
ed any bribe to blind mine eyes thercwith? and
I will reftore it you.” They declined the chal-
lenge—they had no charge to bring againft
him. They are obliged to unite: in the con-
feflion ¢ Thou haft not defrauded us, nor op-
preffed us, neither haft thou taken ought of
any man’s hand.” But ] ael became diffatil-
fied with the form of ad..iniftration, by which
their civil affairs had been conducled about
four hundred years. And taking occafion
from the mal-adminiftration of his two fons,
who “ walked notin his ways, but turned afide
after lucre, and took bribes, and perverted
judgment ” (8. ¢) they f{olicited of Samuel
a change in the whole ftrutture of their go-
vernment, and demanded to have a king te
judge them like all the nations. The Lord was
{ore difpleafed with this requeft, as in every
previous period of their national exiftence,
their form of government, tho’ it paffed thro’
{everal changes, had been ftill appointed them
by the Ruler of the univeife. Now, for the
firft time. they were permitted to have a govern-
ment ftri€lly of theirown choice. God com-
manded Samuel, hisfervant, to yield to the with-
es of his people in this refpet, but at the fame
time to inform them, in what light God view-
ed their condutt. ‘“Hearken unto the voice
ol the people, for they have not rejetted thee,
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but they have rejeted me, that I fhould not
reign over them.” Samuel realoned the cafe
with them at length—affured them that the
Lord was oppofed to the royal government,
they were about to adopt, not of his mere ar-
bitrary pleafure, but on account of the op-
preffions into which it was more likely torun,
than the plan of government they were now
about to relinquith. He faithtully warned
them of the evil confequences that would
refult from their new {yftem, but at the fame
tiine aflured them; that God had not rejected
them, tho’ they had caft him off in this par-
ticular inftance (12, 22—25) “For the Lord
will not forfake his people for his great name’s
fuke) becaule 1t hath pleafed the Lord to make
vou his people. Moreover, as {or me, God
forbid that 1 thould fin againit the Lord in cea-
fing to pray for you; but I will teach you the
-oood and the right way. Only fear the Lord,
and ferve him in truth with all your heart: for
confider how great things he hath done for
vou. But il ve fhallftill do wxd\e(lly, ye fhall
be confumed, both ye and your king.”

But without purﬂun«r the hxﬁon farther in
relation to the ifraelites, we will, with refer-
ence to our own cafe, attend to three particue
lars which the text embraces, viz,

I. The confideration {uggefted.

II. The duty urged.

11I. The warning given.

In the firit place to the confideration fug-
Az




gefted. ““ Confider how great things he hath
done for you.” The works of God, my breth-
ren, are no lefs inftruétive than hisword. His
- word and his works indeed interpret eachother,
- and the beft way to arrive at a full underftan-
- ding ofthe nature and purport of both, is to
make them alternately explanatory, the one
of the other. What then are thofe great things
which God hath done for usas a people ? They
are fo numerous, and fo various, that the only
- difficulty confifts in making the moft judicious
~ lelettion from the immenfle multitude, For no
~ nation under heaven does that eulogium better
fuit, which was pronounced by Mofes upon
the Ilraelites { Deut. xxxiii. 29)‘ Happy art
thou, O Ifrael: who islike unto thee, O people
faved by the Lord, the fhield of thy help, and
the fword of thine excellency.” And as this
- day has been fet apart by authority for public
~thankigivings,as well ashumiliation, it isfit our
- minds fhould be employed in the contemplati-
~onof PUBLIC MERCIES, or NATIONAL

BLESSINGS.

l. ““Confider how great things God has
done for us” in the eflablithment of our civil
~liberties. Notwithftanding the lapfe of years
fince that interefting and happy period, we
fhould often recur to it in our thoughts, and
remember thefe “ years of the right hand of
the Mofl High, thefe—his wondersof old.” A
ftate of things widely different from the pre-
fent, in thiz view, is within the remembrance
¢l many prefent.  Thev cmember, as though
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it were a thing of yefterday, what toils were
undergone, what privations were {uftained,
what dangersand difficulties were encountered,
‘what treafures were expended, how much
blcod was fhed, and how much mifery was en-
dured, before we became, and in order to be-
come a‘ Free and Independent people.” On
this occafion then, let all fuch, with their
offspring, who know thele things only “ by the
hearing of the ear,” but who are born to that
inheritance which their fathers bought {o dear-
ly, take “ a new fong into their mouth, even
falvation to our God.” Let usfing to the king of
nations this fong of thankigiving, (Ps. cxxiv
If it had not been the Lord who was on our
fide, when men rofe up againft us: then they
had {wallowed us up quick, when their wrath
was kindled againft us: then the waters had
overwhelmed us, the {iream had gone over
our foul. Blefled be the Lord, who had not
given us a prey to their teeth. Our foul is
efcaped as a bird out of the fnare of the fow-
lers: the fnare is brokenand we are efcaped
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who
made heaven and earth.” Ye, who were fha
ters in the fanguinary conflit, “ tell ye your
children of it, andlet your children tell their
children, and their children another generati-
on,” and let them be taught to alcribe to the
Lord the praife of having  redeemed Jacob,
and glorified himfelfin lfrael.” The duration
of the mercy, and the continually increafing
remotenefs of the period at which it commen-
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ced, inftead of diminithing, fhould augment
the gratitude.

2dly ¢ Confider how great things God hath
done for you” in your emancipation at the
fame period from ecclefiaftical thraldom. There
was a time, and itis Rll frefk in the recol-
letion of many of you, when vour religious
rights and privileges, for extent, varietv and
value, were not to be compared with what
they areat prefent. Now, there is no preten-
fion to control over confcience, nor is there
any difqualification for civil offices or focial pri-
vileges arifing from, or penalty impofed for,
religious profeffion of any kind. Between God
and the individual reft wholly and folely all reli-
gious concerns. There is no temptation to hypo-
critical profeffion, from the favour fhewn one
clafs ol worfhippers; no difcouragement of a
temporal worldly nature in the way of fincere
profeflion, in another. Ecclefiaftical liberty fol-
lowed in the train of civil. And, my brethren,
when we confider what our nature is, how
much temporal confiderations are apt to influ-
ence us, in matters in which the utmoft purity
and difintereftednef{s fhould exift, we cannot
be fufficiently thankful, that no fuch obftacles
longer exift. Tn no nation, onthe globe, have
we reafon to believe, religious freedomis to be
found in fucha degree, as in this. Ona day fet
apart for the expreflion of public gratitude,
then, let not the church keep filence, but unite
in thankfgiving to him who was her deliverer,
as well as deliverer of the nation,




3 ¢ Confider how great things God hath
done for us” in keeping us fo long out of the
collifions and miferies of war, and in preferv-
ing us in fo remarkable a degree from {fome of
its melancholy eflets, after we became involv-
ed. For how many years were the nations of Lu-
rope embroiled, Lefore we became partners
the contett, though for a confiderable time, ha-
ving extenfive commercial intercourfe with
them. The dreadful evil had been jufily appre-
hended for {everal years, before the florm actual-
ly burft upon our heads. The fufpended {word
long glittered in our view, belore it received
commiffion to firike the blow. At length, “ he
who makes the wrath of man to praife him,”
permitted it to inflict the ftrcke. Under it we
have {uffered much, mn having the courfe of in-
dividual and national profperity interrupted,
but throughout our own ftate, the deftruétive
fword has “ not come nigh any of our dwell-
ings.” Probably, at the commencement of the
comeft fcarcely an individual could have been
found, who would have believed, that for two
years our citics and towns would have remained
unmolefled. Yet, {o it is. We read of towns in
conflagration, of citizens defiroved by the
fword of families turned out of their habitati-
ons, adrift upon the world, of women and chil-
dren murdered by the hatchet of the favage, in
other parts ol our lands, while pcrional fafety
has been, heretofore, our uninterrupted lot. Ne-
ver, in a period of the moft profound tranquil-
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ity, has there been a more entire exemption
from fanguinary calamity, than our city and
flate have experienced hitherto, through the
whole progrefs of the war. Certainly, this isa
moft diftinguithing mercy : Though the hum of
bufinefs is not heard, as it ufed to be, in our
fireets; though the comforts and luxuries of
other regions do not pour into our harbors;
though the productions of our foil are houfed
in our granaries; though pinching poverty has
multiplied the number of the defiitute; though
for all thefe things, as indications that «“ God’s
anger is not turned away, but his hand firetch-
ed out fiill,” we fhould be humbled; yet,
theuld we, at the {fame time, be fervently thank-
ful, that our dwellings are not in athes, that
our property is not entirely in ruins, that our
families are not {ecking fhelter in the woods,
that the bload of our citizens has not fiained
our pavements, nor flowed in our fireets; for
thefc are the ufual concomitants of war. Thefe
have been confiderably felt in other parts of
our land, as well as in the territories of our e-
nemy, bordering on our own. It isawfully to
be feared, we have been tco inlenfible of the
goodnefs difplayed towards us, in this remarka-
ble exemption. “ Oh that men would praife
the L.ord for his goodnefs, and for his wonder-
ful works to the children of men.” Peradven-
ture, it 1s not too late for thele calamities to
come upon us. Let us, by repentance lor the
fins, on account of which we are thus far
{courged; by thankfulnefs fox the enjoyments
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~on which the blafling hand of God hLas not yet
fallen, refolve to ““fin no more, left a worfle
thing come upon us.” But,

4thly « Confider how great thmgs God
hath done for” the pe0ple of this ftate, by in-
clining our legiflators to frame and pafs ftatutes
favorable to the interefts of morality and reli-
gion, and to civil liberty. The two afls more
immediatelyin view in this remark, are, that
concerning duelling, and that making provifi-
on for the education of the poor. Thefe mea- °
~{ures, if continued and made effeftual, will cer-
tamly form a new ara in our legiflative hifto-
ry. How often has the heart of humanity bled,
and the foul of religion groaned, at the fight
of murder of the fouleft kind, patxomzed
fanCticned, honored, rewarded. This praftice
boalted of having public fentiment in its favor.
This it never had. This it cannot, will not
have, aslong as coramon fenfe, not to fay, hu-
manity and religion, exifts. The body of a peo-
ple, efpecially of an enlightened people, can
never be {o infatuated, as to imagine, that the
right and the wrong in any controverly, the
honor and the ignominy in any charaélers in
collifion with vach other, can be afcertained
by the adroit or clumly manner with which a
weapan ot Jeftruction is handled, or by its (uc
cels or fulure in bringing to the ground the
object at which 1t 1s “dircfted. Public fenti-
ment i favor of this once !legalized murder,
meant nothing more than the fertiments of a
very few, who tra: npled on all the laws of re-
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ligion, and on as many of thofe of the fiate,
which interfered with their paflions as they
could, and yet efcape their gralp. The popu-
lar fentiment has run ftrongly and uniformly in
the contrary direction. But the evil is now
fuppreffed, we hope permanently. And when
we confider the peculiar afpelt of the times, in
which the fuppreffion of this crime became fo
popular with the legiflature as to fucceed, we
cannot but think, that in this circumftance is
found very firong addittonal ground for grati-
tude to God. In the exifting ftate of our pub-
lic affairs, it was to be expetted, that more fre-
quent occafions would arife to furnith pretexts
for the continuance of this reli€t of barbari{m,
yet it was honorably frowned upon and {up-
preffed. For this laudable and fuccefsful effort
in favor of humanity and religion, this com-
munity owes a debt of gratitude to our legifla«
tors, and {till more to that God, “ who has the
hearts of all men in his hands.”

Nor ought we to pafs unnoticed another act
which does them honor, which promifes to be
an extenfive and permanent blefling to our
ftate and country, and which fhould be a fubjeét
of thank{giving to the Moft High—The exten-
fion of education to the poor, through the me-
dium of free {chools. On the prevalence of
public virtue, and the diffemination of general
information, thedurability of agovernment con-
ftituted likeours, cffentially depends. Informa-
tion among the mals of the people isabfolutely
neceflary to its growth, fecurity, and ftability,
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But the prevalence of ignorance, until within
a few years, in our ftate generally, prefented
a melancholy pitture, and one of evil omen.
But we hope, that day of darknefs is paft, and
a beneficial hght has betrun to fhine, whole lui-
tre will increafe. Rehmon itfelf withouta mie
racle muft be flow inits progrefs, where a mode-
rate degree of information does not precede,
andin acertain fenfe pave the way for, its {pread.
For the eftablifhment of the above named pro-
mifing fountains of information and inftruétion
to the vouth, who would otherwife have been
left to grow up 1n that ignorance which is de-
tremental to church and ftate, let usmorecand
more abound In thank{givings to the Parent
~ of mercies. We may look forward, 1t is humbly
hoped, to a brighter day, both for the church
and for the ﬂate, for the intcre of both lite-
rature and religion, if this fcheme is found by
growing experience to be more and mere
practicable, and if itfhould acquire, as in this
cale we truft it will, an increafing popularity
and permanent eftablithment,

5. Among the number of the “great things™
which “God hasdone for us,” in this city, ought
unqueflionably to be reckoned the uncommon
meafure of hecalth which has prevailed during
this fummer. We have known f{eafons, in
which [carce a day pafled, that did not prefent
to our view melancholy evidence of an unufu-
al degrec of mortality. Through the whole of
what are called the fickly months, the king of
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terrors has multiplied in former years, the vic-
tims of his power. But, during the paft feafon,
we fcarce perceive any differcnce atall in our
bills of mortality, from what they exhibit in
thofe por: tions of the year, which we ufually
confider the moft healthlul—It is not extrava-
gant to adirm, that our city, in this pmncular
has not been exceeded by any part of the con-
tinent, by any city in the union. What adds
to the evidence of the fad, and ought the more
to excite our gratitude for it, is, that our citi-
zens, 1n provndnw for the defence of the me-
tropolis, have been in a2 much more than ordi-
nary degree expoled to the influence of the
climate. Underoomv for a few weeks palt, are
duous and bcfove unknown labor, at a {ealon,
when we often think it almoft dangerous to
walk the itrects, they continue, almoft, without
an exception, toenjoy as good health, as in
the moft propitious feafon, and in the dif-
charge of their ordinary duties. Has‘ not God in
this, allo, “done greatthings for us,” worthy of
ourmolt aﬂ‘c&xonate and gmtcfal confideration ?
It would be unpardonable to omit, in this
catalogue of our blefl fings, the favor with which
he has all along {miled upon our naval, and re-
cently upon our military operations. On the
ocean, the national wrongs of which we com-
plain, are alledged to have been committed ;
and on the ocean our f{uccefles have been io
fignal, and {o unifcrm, that the Providence of
God as far we may lawiully udyge of 1ts inten-
tions by its allions, feems to have funclioned




and cncourag~d our efforts. On the land, too,
{incc our mil: ttary cflorts have been employed
upon our own ground, for the juflt and lawful
and honorable obiett of felf-defcnce, there
feems to have been a fuccefls as uninterupted,
as difappointment and difafter had been before.
Our operations of late, both on the water and
on the land, have been exclufively of a defen-
five chdm&ex, and againft an invuding foe.
The fuccels which has accompanied them, fur-
nifhes a further ground of grateful confiderati-
on, and devout and thankul acknowledgment.
As Fax as thefe events can be regarded, as hav-
g a tendency to the refloration of peace, and
[o fartoo, as they are tokens, that God, “though
he.chaftife us fore, is not willi ing to give us over
to death,” they are worthy of our plzuie to God.
J3ut we fhould never have done, were we to
attempt an enumeration of all that Jehovah
hath done for us.

Itis time to pay attention in the ad place to
the duty urged in thefe words < Only fear the
Lord, and ferve him in truth with all your
heart.” This is the only certain method to
continue in the pofleffions of the enjoyments
~we new call our own, as weil as to procure the
rciioration of thofe, which for our fins we
have forfeited and loft. Doubtlefs, abundant
as are the caufes for thank{giving, which itisin
our power to enumerate, not lefssumerous, or
cogent, are the reafons for penitenthumiliation,
We have amingled cup to drink at the Lord
hands, Sweet as 1t 1s to contemplate remain
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ing mercies, the contemplation of departed
, bleflings, and of 1nflitted {fufferings, excites a
pang. Under onc of the Leaneﬁ judgments,
which Jehovah fends to fcourge the guilty na-
tions, we contmue fitill to lu, and therefore
while we ‘““ rejoice, ” 1t thould be “ with trem-
bling.” War ftill exifis, and fthonld the pen-
ding negociations for peace prove abortive,
we may experience its defolating ravages with
more {everity, and to a wider extent, than thev
have yet been realized. While our text, in one
branch of it, fays to a favoured nation, < Con-
fider how great things God hath done foryou,”
another portion of his word folemnly calls up-
on a people enduring the judgments of the
Almighty, ¢ Confider your ways.” We are,
my bxetnren at one and the fame moment,
that favored and afflited nation, on whom the
mercies and the judgments of Jchovah are
operating together. Let usknowhim in the
<judgments which he executes,” as well as in
the mercies which he beftows. The goodnefs
of God is calculated to lead us, and his feve-
rity to drive us, to repentance. Should hoth
fail of producing this cffe¢t, O! what will be
our deﬁiny. But let us rather ¢ hope bhetter
things ” of our country and its inhabitants,
than that they will continue in thole iniquities
which muft prove their ruin and ¢ {weep them
with the befom of defiru¢ticn.” The Lord
condefcends to direct us, by the prophet Samu-
el, to a wav of fafety, that is rightand good and
,c..ionablc.. « Only fear the Lord
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This expreffion here, as elfewhere, muft be
confidered as a {fummary defcription of the
whole fyftem of duties, which we owe to our
Sovereign. It is equivalent to Solomon’s de-
finition of religion « fear God and keep his
commandments; for thisis the whole of man.”
Or to our Saviour’s “ one thing needful.” Fear
the Lord then, ye who have known him, only
to trample on his authority, to violate his Jaws,
to deride his threats, to oppofe his will. Fear
him, all ye, whofe immoral lives have hereto-
fore teftified, that ye have « caft off all fear and
reftrained prayer before God.” Fear him, ye
who have polluted the atmofphere with your
blafphemies, who have wounded the ear of
piety with your imprecations, who have affail-
ed the throne of God with your profarity. Fear
him, ye, who have employed to the indulgence
of indolence, to the purfluits of pleafure, for
the purpofes of bufinefls, thole confecrated
hours, that precious fabbath, which he inftitu-
ted, asmuch for your benefit, as for his own
glory. TFear him, ye, who in the relations of
life, in which he has placed you, have forgot-
ten to dilcharge the offices of love, which thofe
relations Involve—I{uperiors, whohave oppref-
fed, where you oughtto have protetted—in-
feriors, who have been difrefpeftful and re-
bellious, where you ought to have been do-
cile, tratable, and fubmiffive. Fear him, ve,
who by the indulgence of hateful and hoftile

paffions in your heart, have inwardly wifhed
C
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the deftruttion of your neighbour, of whom,
as far as in you lay, vou onoht to have been
the keepers But, not to enumexate all the ca-
fesin which the law oflove, both to God and
man, has been violated, nor to point out all the
inftances, in which it fhould be obferved, we
call upon all to fear the Lord, by aiming to o-
bey his moral precepts, and efpecnll), by
welcoming to their hearts the anointed of God,
the Redeemer of man, who is “ the end of the
law for righteoufnefs to every one that be-
lieveth,” and without whofe atoning blood,
fprmkled on his heart, the motft moral man a-
nong us, muft “ lie down in forrow.” Onl
fear theLord,” by abandoning all thofe outward
iniquities againft which hxsd:lplealure has been
proclmmed—-—by engaging in thofe duties to
which his precepts urge, and his invitations al-
lure us—by renouncing thofe carnal hopes
which muft end in bitter difappointment—
by relinquithing thofe felf-righteous notions
which difhonor theSaviour, and ¢ deftroy thefoul,
by adhering to that crofs, which is the chrifti-
ans glory, the ruin of {atan, and the only ef-
fe€tual defeat of fin. Such are the chief ways
by which our fear of Jehovah ought to be ex-
prefled.

‘“ Serve him in truth with all your heart,”
our text goeson to enjoin. The evident inti-
mation which thefe words imply, both that
there may be a fervice, infincere and formal,
and that {uch a fervice is wholly exceptionable
in itfelf, and unacceptable to the Deity, ought
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not to pafs without very fpecial notice. The
miftake is too common in the wotld, and apt
to be too eafily imbibed and alled upon, that
we may fatisfy Jehovah with thofe appearances
of devotion which are not found and real. But
“ my fon, give me thy heart,” is his demand.
What though we have met to day to thank Je-
hovah for his goodnefs, while we * confider
how great things he hath done for us.” If this
gratitude come from no more interior fource
than the lips, it is mockery of Omnifcience,
it is infult to Omnipotence. . We affembie in
his houfe, again, for the purpofe of humiliation.
But if our hearts be not really humbled, under
a prefling and painful {cnfe of guilt, we but
continue to incenfe him, and to increafe and
add fuel to the fire of his indignation, which is
already Kkindled. Serve the Lord then, as the
text admonifhes us, in fruth and with all the
heart, and all will be well. Let it appear by
our fubfequent lives, by our future condutt,
“that we have been the better for thisday’s ap-
pointment, and for the exercifes of the fanétu-
ary in which we have been employed upon it.
Could the humiliation and jgratitude of all who
are aflembled throughout our city, on this day,
be thus evinced, our reformation would be as
vifible as if written with a funbeam. Our fecu-
rity amid the ftorms of war, as real, as though
God had * {et a mark upon us,” in token of
our prefervation, forbidding every enemy to
injure or annoy us. Alas! we have much, very
much to be huinbled for, as everv one who is
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in the habit of making obfervations on what
paffes around him, muft be immediately and '
cver fenfible. Hear the oaths of the profane.
~ Witnefs the exceffes of the intemperate. Con-
template the extravagance of the diffolute.
Dwell on the vices of thofe, who are ¢ lovers
of pleafure more thanlovers of God.” Obferve
the violations of the fabbath. Call to mind the
neglett of the fanttuary, and the contempt
fhewn by multitudes to the ordinances of God'’s
houfe. View the coldnels and lukewarmnefs of
thofe who are, in the main, fincere, and you
wiil fee caule enough for the queftinn ¢ fhall
not 1 vifit for thefe things, and fhall not my
foul be avenged on fuch a nation as this?” A-
las! if “ judgment were to begin at the houfe
of God,” what a {weep would be made. How
much empty profeflion would be brought to
light—how much contradiction of charatter in
profeflors to the principles by which they pro-
fefs to be attuated. How much inconfiftency
of conduét with thofe rules, by which we have
fworn to be governed. Let us then judge our-
{felves now, and condemn ourfelves, if we find
there is matter of condemnation 1n us, and
thus becoming penitent, reformed and pardon-
ed, we fhall not be “ condemned with the
world.” Then, though the deftroying angel
fhould pafs through our city or ftate, mowing
down thoufands by the {word of war, fcatter-
ing among us the noifome peftilence, or pour-
ing upon us any other vial of Almighty wrath,
the Governor of the Univerfe, the protettor
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of his church would fay to us, ¢ Come mv
people, enter thou into thy chamber, and fhut
thy doors about thee, hide thyfelf for a little
{eafon, until the indignation be ovmpaﬁ: ? QOr
if we were not {uffered to obtain exemption
from temporal calamity, the judgments of
God would not, in the end, prove calamitous to
us. The firc that confumed his enemies would
only purify us. The chaftifements, that in their
cafe would only be preludes to a more fearful,
to an eternal doom, would in ours be preferv-

atives from the wrathto come. Looking to the
- Judge of the Univerfe, as the friend of our
fouls, and breathing after the full enjoyment
of his prefence, we would “fall afleep in Jefus,””
and when we awaked, we would be eternally
« {atisfied with his likenefs.”

But we dare not conclude the fub]cé't (asin
fodoing we fhould have performed but half
our duty) without adverting in the

I1Id Place to the kind and folemn warning
in the laft claufe of the text. But if ye hall
ftill do w:ckedl} ye thall be confumed, hoth ye
and vour king.” Tho’ we have no king fo
called, yet the {pirit of the warning is asap-
phcable to us, and to any people under any
form of government, as to the lfraelites. The
words cvxdently contain a menace to the
conftituted authorities of every country, and
to the people over whom they bear the fword.
My brethren, there is great danger of mifun-
derftanding and mlfconmumg the proceed-

ings of providence, and againft thefe mifiakes
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and miftatements, we cannot be too much up
on our guard. Do you infer from our late fuc- -
cefles, that the Lord has no controverly with
us ? that we are a people pleafing in his (ight ?
that we fhall go cn to proiper to the end?
This inference, in regard to the two former par-
ticulars, certainly, is incorrect : and in the laft
may be premature. A more correct dedultion
from late events, would be, that God has not
civen us up, that heis faying to us in the af-
fcélionate  ftrain of hefitation, < How thall I
g#ve thee up, Ephraim. How fhall I deliver thee
Hrael : how fhall I make thee as Admah—how
thalll [et thee as Zeboim.” In this pointof view,
they are unutterably animating and extenfive-
Iy encouraging. Butif we are fetting it down
as an afcertained faét, that we are the veculiar
favourites of heaven, that God has no complaint
againft us, that he is owning and will own
us to the end, we may grofilly deceive
eurfelves. The fingle circumitance, that this
war has been {uffered to come upon us at all,
muft, to believers in revelation, furnith fome-
thing like mathematical demonftration, that
the ¢ fierce anger of the Lord has been, and
ttill 1s, waxing hot againft us.” Confider the
various fteps of Providence that preceded the
awful fituation in. which we are now found—
thelength of time we have continuedin a ftate
of hoftility—the deep darknels that ftill refts
on our profpects of peace —the uncertainty
what kind of peace we fhall at laft have—the
valuable lives that have been, and may fiill be
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facrificed, before the purpole is accomplithed—
the prodigious expence at which the advanta-
ges we do gain, are acquired, let thefe things
be confidered, and the profperous turns that oc-
cafionally take place in-our affairs, and that
have recently been multiplied, tho’ thev furnifh
ground of hope, and motives for thankfulnefs,
are poor caufes for triumph. In retracing pafk
events, we fhall find that judgment has fuc-
ceeded judgment—every fubfequent calamxty
more alarming than that which preceded
till, at laft, we have been compeﬁ)e,d to dunk
the bittereft cup, that Jehovah ever putsinto
the hands of offending nations. ; When it was
left to David's choice, whether he and his peo-
ple fhould be vifited by famine, peftilence ot
fword, he prefers either @af the 3ud<rmentsfrom
the immediate hand of God to that in which
human agency fhould be employed for his
{courge. (I Chron xx1. 13.) “lamin a great
flrait: let me fall now into the hand of the
Lord; for very great are his mercies: but let
me not fall into the hand of "man.” When
carthquakes or fiorms, fires or floods, difeafe
or famine, {courge the land, we are obliged tw
{tand fiill and own the hand of God—if we re-
bel or complain, it is againit heaven itfelf—
there is no alternative between the moft pre-
fumptuous oppofition to Jehovuh, or the mof
profound {fubmiffion to his firoke. But when
the awful curfe of war is upon a people—when
they fee the human hands that are inflicking
the blow, when they {ee the immediate fource
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of their fufferings, as it refpelts human
agency, their mmds aree{o 1ntent upon thole
whom they believe to be the guilty authors of
thzir own and their country’s woes, that they
have neither time nor inclination to eye the di-
reCting hand of the great governor of nations,
.Sucha ftate ol thmos often calls into exercile
the very’ worlt pa'ﬁons of the human heart.
And if awide difference of opinion happen to
exift among a people, as to the real origin of
their calcunmes all the charities of life are apt
to be forgotten, allthe {enfibilities of the hear
to be COI]“’CdI(?d, and while every one feels thb
exifting ev:l he is apt to charge his neighbor
and hlb br otherﬂvnth having contubuted to
vroduce the very nll,, _whlch all complain of.
This is one realoif ! hy war is the moit awful,
and the moft to be deprecated; of all pofiible
national calamities.

Another reafon is, that a contempt of death,
the king of terrors, is generated, very un-
fuendly to the cultivation of virtue, and to the
{pirit of religion. Men, that would be thrown
into confternation by his gradual approach,
from the {uppoled newﬁitv of the cafe, con-
trive to harden themfelves agamft every appre-
henfion of it. 1f it is * confcience that makes
cowards of us all,” at {uch a time the remonf-
trances of conlcicnce will be refifted by every
man, who knows he is not prepared to die.
For religion to revive or to profper in a coun-
try, whe:e the din of arms is heard, and where
are leen  garments rolled in blood,” is not a
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cCOMMON occurrence, Jhe evidently and the
awfully demoralizing effeCts of war, is another
of the reafons which mark it out, as the hotteft
furnace of afili€tion, into which an angry G od
ever thrufls offending nations. The ftagnation
of bufinefs, the ceffation of attive and induftri-
ous habits, the {cenes of temptation that open
them(elves, and various other circumftances
thet might be enumerated, added to all the na-
tural miferies and calamities of fuch a flate of
things, ought to make us very humble at the
thought, that this laft, greatelt, heavieft judg-
ment of the Almighty is ftill upon us, and we
know not how long it may continue. It has
been preceded too, in a greater or Iefs de-
gree, by all the other ondmary but lefs {evere
firokes of his holy hand. Peflilence has, in
times paft, {wept feveral of our cities. Confla-
51a11uuo have «,uuugneu 1{0] rum \erv hrvc
portions of others. Earthquakes have thaken an
extenfive part o: our continent. Tempefls,
floods, and tornadoes have deluged or torn our
property and endangered our lives. Armies of
infetts have ¢ turned our fruitful fields into
barrennefs,” in almoft a fingle night, and even
the {fmall remnant of our produce, that has been
faved, poffeffes not half the value, nor reali-
zes half the proceeds which it was once able to
command. It feems as if the Lord had tried
every experiment with us; and, in adding war
to all our other calamitics, lie feems to iay to

us, ““ if this does not anfwer the purpofe, I
D
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have done with you, I have vifited you with
every rod, which I am ac ccuftomed to em‘)loy
1 lme no new espedient to make ftrial of;
« therefore if ye fhall ftill do wickedly, ve
-.‘h:ul be confumed, both ye and vour king.”
The advantages which we have enjoyed from
the popular form ol our o(wemment notwith-
ftanding incidantal evi ils, have bezn pre-cmi-
neatly orbat And our oblw’mons to gratitude
and obedience have heen proporlmn'lbly aug-
mented.  But < if we fhall fiill do wickedly,”
he may conirive to bring us under a yoke,
more wal!mflr than that wmch we have not long
fince thrown off. In exchange for the 1'2“1
pmllca s and dittinguifhing a(!.an.a"r°s which
we have reaped from the pnelent nationa! com-
p2®, and thz happy union and harmony it
was defigned to 1c( ure, he may caufe us to Le
involved in a ftate of anarchy and difcord, that
nmay iifue in the lols ot our hiberties, and in
the overthrow of our excellent political fabric.
Thefe have been aCtual events 1n other infian-
ces; taey are pofiible events with regard to
us. And who does not tremble and faudder at
the thought. We mav, ere long, have biiter
canfe to ts xm)L and fhudder at the taiag m::i‘,
if we il do wickedlv.” But let us take t
Lind and fi cndl\ warhing, that we may not
~alize the fearful doom to which it poinis,
When the ilame of war is ence kindied, hu-
man ra’.culntion canast aicerain the cutent to
winieh 1t will foread, the feenes of dele h fon

1
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it will continue burning. When this terrible
flame was Kindled on our fhores, probably not
an irdividual imagined, that upwards of two
vears after, it would be raging with greater fu-
1y than at any previous period, and threat-
ening {til to increafe. But fo in fatt we find
it. Aurd while we rejoice in late {uccefies, we
areto ¢ rejoice with trembling.” God may by
theie partial and temporary advantages, be
bringing us to the teft, to fee whatimpreffions
they will make, what effecls they will have up-
on us, and to fhapethe [uture courle of his pro-
vidence accordingly.  O! may hefid us a
crateful, a prudent, a calm, a confiderate, a
virtuous, aud enlightened people, not difpo-
fed unreatonably to abufe the tokens of his fa-
vor, but to turn them to the beft account.
Mav we, In this city, be the better in a moral
and religions point of view for the appointment
and obfervance of this day. 1f any new public
“work of faith, or labor of love’ has taken place
among us {ince this lalt judgment of God has
come upon us, it is to be prized as an evidence
that the fpirit of religion, appearing in its
fruits, is yet with us. We have one fuch evi-
dence in the increale of charitable focieties.

Such things are cncouraging. O may there
bhe more fruit of this nature, as well us other
kinds, that may abound to cur account.

Mav we take encouragement from thz mix-
ture of Divine mercy wiih fiery juflice io all
fuch a part, that the de{‘troying angel may
fcath his [word entirelv. May we become fach
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a righteous, and by confequence {uch a happy
people, thatno enemy fhall dare to invade us;
but perceiving us”’ compafled with God’s favor
2s a fhield, fhall rather exclaim ** How thall
curfe whom God hath not curfed: and how
thall I defy, whom Gaod, hath not defied.” May
our lanttuery employments, this day be fo evi-
denced as fincere by their fruits, that whereas
this day has been appointed for humiliation
and thankfgiving, the next which fhall be ap-

pointed may be fet apart for thanklgiving
only.

»






