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] OB N IX 4

! MUST WORK THE WORK OF MM
THAT SENT ME, WHILE IT X%
DAY ; THE NIGHT COM-

ETH, WEHEN NO
MAN CAN
WORK.

TH??. exiitence of a created world clearly proves
the onmpo:cncc of its Maker. The difplay of his
wirdom and goodnefs, however, is not lefs admirable
here than the illuittation of his power. This hath
afligned to every thing its proper place; this has ev-
aa:’tl} hitted it to fiil it.  Peifect beauty th.nes ia the
great whole : nor 1s it lefs bright 1n the adju nieat
even of its nuinuteft parts. Nothlngr is made in vain.
Nothing {uperfluous—nothing lacking. Is I} this
truc of the material world? Thcn, furely, 1t is not
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tefs :rue of the inorai, which is the higher part of the

fyitera.  And if ir is not, we muft believe that every
inteliigen: creatare 1s ftationed to its poft, aad pecu-

harly quahﬁca to occupy 1t.  Each has his portion of

work penorm on thcfta‘ of exiftence; and in pro-
porzion tc that work is the time mlottcd for its exccu-
non. Herein, ioo, the nicety of the divine plan ap-
pears conipicusus—that the Jength of human lifc is
admeafured to tiic buiinefs of iz.  His day is it fuf-
ficient for its purpcie : but it contaias not an hour to
be allowed for wattare. Moment urges moment cr.
as drop prefRs drop in the defcending ftream.  They
ap'wroach—t‘lcv depart—they appear, they vanifh—
they com. il are gone almoit as loon as feen: and
when go:+, are gone for ever: the’ precicus opporta-
sity wiich chey afforded is over, aad no repeiition o:
1t 15 to be expecied—ihe m.dcn {eaton once elapiad
can never Imle on man ag.rn whatever pard of B
work rematns unanithed tien, muft fo remain for eve-.
. Max’s wiildom, then, muft e in hutbandine this
all-inportant period weli—no lefs than in dmhgr:‘rr
the duties alintted to 1. Of this wifdom the coi-io.
ot our bleled Lord afferded an cxample pertec i
tielf, ang highly deferving the imitatica of all wheo
e caliel b'.r his nune. Behold the man: conitan
1s tae riiag fun, and uaweenicd as the pl.‘.n.cts n then
courie -warveu ail the dav x.‘ preaching the golpe:
o the pror—and all the niziht Imceiint in preftngs
heavea with wanm 1ntreaties on thc.r behaif ! Now we
fez G bu‘ied 1n the tea.ple—and now on tiie nioua-
tain—inere employed in healing the fick—there in lib-
eranny the prifoner of the temb: but never idie—
never lmmv a fingez oppeorinzgty of dome good '—
Lovely p't'cm‘ \\mnmg and inftrudtive C\a?"‘l“'
RerLers with inftances of indnry ’m'; aderatic

bu, the gofpel beisre us has exhibited i trait of thc
e ter of Joves o muoft anmable colours, 1w the
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-aqapter from which my text is taken. Pafling on
from onc place ot fervice to another, he finds on kis
way a poor 1an, blird from the birth, prefented be-
fore him. To the difciples 1n his train, this munifter-
ed occalion for pofing their Mafter with a ipeculanve
gucfbion, concerning the Fythagorean fition of the
pre-exiftence and tranf.mgra'xcn of fouls. But the
compafiionate Redeemer, iar from over-looking the
cafe of the diftrel=d objct before him, md l.nvnlllng
10 confume a momeat in the bufiaefs ¢ ranfying mm-
gerunent curiofity even 12 his own difep= 3, embraced
the occaft 100, NOW offered h:m, of worl-uno a moft be-
ncvolent miracic in opening to the Lght thofe eyes
which had never, ‘uil then, cnjeved the pleature of
hchol inz the fwcet face of day. Conicious cf that
sipotence o wanch ali ':c wills is equally eaiv—he
.tcx- no dificuity, in the work in hang, which the mere
£a: of his will could not have inftandy removed. Yet,
inteat on {otting an example to all, even when employ-
¢d in doing good to one—he ci: wofes 10 perform the
miracle in fuch a way as might convince us, that di-
vine power will not be exe red to fupercede the durif
afe of the nicans which have been divinely appointed.
Hence the Lorp hinfli ftoops to ufe micans, that

ais creature-mian micht not dare o neglect them.—
Sut the means he uivs are wildlv feleed. The ap-
plication of mo:iftencd clav, to the hunan eye, which
canaot bear a finsle mote, was a method lefs lizely to
relieve an eve diivafed, than to defiroy one that is
found. ‘The choice of this mean, however, was wor-
oy of this great phyiician: as :x <learly proved that
no part of the efficacy could be 2i.-"hed to the medi-
cine, and convinced.every beholder that the excellen-

cy of the power was all in the hand whizh applied ie.
Strucxk with his cordefcenfion to this diftreffed
creature, and reproved by his nnwearied affiduity in
his work, the difciplcs ftosd and gazed i filent ad-
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iniration. But their gracious Mafter ur:proved this
circcunftance, as an opening to give then fuch an ac-
count of the reafons ot bis condud, as mighs, at the
fame time, fuggeft a directory for their own. <7
muff work, fays he, the works <f bim that jent me,
while it is day; the night comctd when ne man can
<cerk ;7 as if he had faid, I came into this world
“on a miffion from the Father : a certain definite
« work 15 afligned as the objet of that miffion: a
« fhort pcnod is allotted me for the performance of
“ that wo.x : this 1s Jpending with every breath I
“ draw : Nothing can be done in that bufinefs after 1t
< js 2lapied ; therefore, I confider myfelf obhgzd, by
*« defignation—by my voluntary underiaking, and by
<« the eteraal covenant mutually ftipulated berween my
<« Father and myfclf to nnifh 1t completely beiors that
“« period armives.”

NoTuixe in all this was peculiar 0o the Saviour :
If thefe are truths, when applicd to the green tree,
they are not faifbcods when prc'du,atcd of the dry ;>—
nor are they lets applicable to ali the fons of men, than
to the great Captain of falvation himfeif ; and in ihe
ule he made of them, he h.th fet them an exam plc
that they micht follow his fteps; and to imitate it
they are called at once bv reaicn—Dby duty— by gra-
titude—by their own beft intercft—and by every par-
ticuiar p'ovxdcncc with which they are concerned.

To confider the matter in this general refereace to
mankind, and to enquire whether each of thefe obfe:-
vations may not ]u&ly be applied to them ail, fhall be
the bufinefs of the fequel of this difcourfe.— The ob-
1ect of this enquiry may be fully anfwered by a brief
attention to the five plain propofitions which fo]low 1n
their order, viz.

Pror. 1. Every man comes into this world cn a miffion
from Gobo.

Tris1s an event of time ; it muft not then be fuppofed
to take place without a czufe. This caufe could not be

.t
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theman himfelf, becaufe he could not a& before he ex-
ifted.—Nor could this effe& be produced by any other
creature ; for none of thefe could produce 1delf—nor
even iuftain its owa exiftence, after it had received it;
who, then, can expect it will diicharge this office for
its ncighbor—being itfelf not lefs dependent on the firft
caufe than he ? This muft, therefore, be the work of
Gop—and one in which no creature could !ernd him
any aid.

RuT this Gob is a being of confummate wifdom;
juch a being never alls withour defign : It fol}ows,
thcn, that when ke fent man into the world, fome very
1mportant end muft have been i1n view : He could not
be fent for nothing, but on fome mifficn worthy of fo
wifc a lender.  Analegous to this reafoning is the de-
cifion of divine revelation on this matter : lf we con-
fuit that infallible oracle of truth, it will planly an-
iwer, that man was introduced on the theatre of life to
do, not his own will, but that ot hrw that f=at him;
and then to return—to give an account cf his embaf-
fy, and take an immutable ftation in an endlefs futore life
according ta the final award of the author cf his be-

n0

Bur w0 prepare the way for this, it muft be added,
chat

Prov. I1. Tv every man feat in’o this world, a cer-

ain work is offigned as bis errand.

Tais muft be granted, unlefs we would affert, ei-
ther that he was fent here to de nothing—or to cut
cut his own bufinefs, and difpofe of himfelf at his own
pleafure.  But then, in either cafe, we muft confent to
be reckoned advocates for palpable abfurdizies. If we
pretend that man was fent hcrc to do nothing; we can-
not but allow that his coming into this world was in
vain ; to have remained a mere non-entity would have
been cqually profitable to the univerfe, and far more
honorabl: for himfelf : This idea reduces the nobleft
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creature 1n this lower world to the abie@ rank of a
fupernumerary In creatich—a mere cxcrefcence on the
face of the moral world—and ncthing better than a
hanger-on in the {cale of exiftence. In vain, too, on
this fuppofitian, were all the raticnal, and all the attive
powers of his aature. Why were thefe exalted cx
pacities beftowed, if they muft ever remain of no ufe?
And muft they rct remain fuch, if they are never to
act? But why fhouid they a&, if they have nothing to
do?

IF, to efcape thefe abfurdities of the firlt, we em-
brace the fecond fide of this dilemma—and frankly
owan, that every man had his errand in coming into life ;
but contend, at the fame time, that it was left to hun-
feli to appoint it; we fhali only exchange one abfur-
dity for ancther. From the nature of a creature, no-
thing is more iafcparable thaa abfolute dependence on
its Creator : To make an independent creature 1s a con-
wadifiion ; omnipotence itfelf could not produce fuch
an effe@t. But juft fuch a work muft be found in a
man thus leflt to fix what fhall be his errand into be-
ing ; for then ncre bui himfelf muft claim a nght to
aive him law—he alone inay decide what fhall be du-
ty, and what would be fin—ke can ftand at the judg-
ment-fea: of no other being—he is his own mafter—
and by his own award alone he muft ftand or fall. In
a word, if this were indced the footing on which man
exifts in lite, it were impoffible that his Mzaker fhould
pretend to give him a law—or call him to any future
account of his condu@t—-c. ceward or punifh him for
any thing he had done, or in any refpect prefume to
treat him as a fubject of his government.

Frowm a fuppofition thus contradittory, and fraught
with fuch confequences, reafon turns away with hor-
ror. Granting then, that every man has fome errand
o life, it cannot but conclude, that the appointment
of it is the prerogative of Gob alone. And {cripture

T/
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affurcs that, as fuch, Goo has uied 1t. The work af-

igned to man is there teund to be divinely preicribed,
m,.h as to its nature and extent: This is not lefs true
as it relpetts his geperal calling as a man, thaa as it
relates 1o ais part.cular calling as a chrifhan: Nor
does it leis properiy apply to his fpecial department in
h.c, and to every rclanon belonging to it ; whether he

s confidered as amafter or a fervant—a parent, an hui-
b.n:d or a chiid—a suler or a fubjett—a preacher or an
hearer.

As a man, the work afligned him 1s obcd'cncc, or
conformity of heart and lec o Gob’s perfed law :—
But of the iame man, confidered 2s a finngr, and a fin-
ser under 2 difpenfation of the covenant of grace ia
tae gofpel, it is rtqu.rcd as the wark of Gob, that he
behieve m his Son whom he hath fent.  This is the
oaly term of his juftification, cr acceptance withGen 5
and - upon it depend that love by which faith work-
czh—that repentance which mowmns for fin, as the a-
bominable thing which the Lorp hates; and the mur-
derous encmy which- pierced that Saviour to whom
faith has beea lopking—and that obedience too which
flows from lpve to Gop, for all his perfections, as feen
in the face of Jesus Curist—and befides which no
ob&n -nce can be acceptable with him.

To fecure the poffetfion of this faith, then, ought to
be the chief bufine!s of every finner under the gofpel.
But faith is the act of an heart entircly renewed by the
fpirit of Goop in rcgcncmuoq It never was exercifed
by oae in the frate of its. pataral, unconquered depra-
vity.  Tf, then, it bg neceffary to obiain ?axth it is not
lels (o to obtain re zeneration as indifpenfible to it; and
hence the finner 1. “bound to feck for every thing which
Gob has thpughe proper to appoint, as a ftep leading
to this change ‘of neart; for the reafonable purfuit of
any egﬂ 1mplies due attention to all the means in the

way,to it. The man who fincerely aims at regenera-
B
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tign, tien, will cameftly feck for that hunmliation. by
the apphcation of the law to his becrt, which ufually
precedes it---ard which is neceffary to cut the finner
off from all hopes arifiag from his own righteoufnefs :
but huemiliation is the sefolt of real cnviltion of fir,
c!tnficr, and impotenc¢——this anfes fram knowledge
of tde law as holy, fpintual and perfe¢  To com-
municate this knowlecge Gob has commarded it to be
writter $nd preached. It is, ther fore, t)= duty of
every finner to read thst wnung, and hear thay preach-
ing, as muoch as to feek after that faich which, if ever
it cometh, coineth n that way., Thus we fee what 1s
the one thing needful for the finzer.

But has the regenerate and fan&ified man no bfi-
nefs affigwed to him 2o ? Yes. True grace is a Yiving
principle ! it living, then altive ; if aftive, it is fo oniv
1h a courfe of obedienc: : and that abed:cnce is the iffue
of love. Love to Goo. them, with all s arendant

rraces and fruits, in 1 life of hiolinefs, ever aiming ar

op’s glery as the uinsime end 1t would purfue; this
is the work of every day divinely prefcribed to the
chriftan in his genesal calling ™ A work m every part
of which he muft izbor for conftant growth, and in
the whole of it perievere to the end of his dars.

IT is not, howerer, tc be forgotien, that the par-
ticular calling of the chnitian implies peculiar duties,
as well as the gencral s and his attention to thefe is
not Jefs requifite chan @ thofe. If to this obje& we
dpply the defcnpti-e worgs m the text, they will in-
fort us that the wafks @ be done in it are not oar
oczn works—not the pleafigp our’own appetites or fan-
cies—nor the works of vamty and folly—nor the at-
chievements of wit and humor—not the manceuvres of
diver(ion or amufemeat—much lefs can this cohfift in
the works ¢f the flyb—thofe dcad works which are
not improperly branded as the works of the dewvil--
works which CrrisT and his grace were never defign-
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el 10 encourage, but deftroy. Nor, finally, are thefe
duties allied to the werks of the-world—to the lnrmng
its arts, or acquinng ity advantages—to the capying
its fathions, or imbibiag its &nnmcnts—zm the heap-
ing up its riches, or clunb to tkch:ghdt pxnnaclcof

‘ts honors. No! necither this—nor

. works, in this fruitlefs groupe,. can da,xmapla
~ among thofc which are affigned ta the chriftian’s paru-

cular calling, T as we. are- inftruded by th§
feXt, MC DOaC other thap “ The works .ofhxm
fex: us igto life.” That is, the ww’b which Goo ha;
commanded-—werks with which he péver fuls te co-
opxrate—works by which his caufe is ferved, and h;s
religien hosared ; by which his namne is glanificd—hig
moral pcxﬁ:&nons mntated——and -the brig kof
his dear Sca hearaly and univerfally followed.

and fuch oely, arc the works viuc-b furnith thr rl 'dh-
an’s bulinefs in life, and conftitute the-fpec 1l ¢rrand
on whick he continugs ia it, from the day of his con-
verfon ta that of hig dcaﬂk In thefe he ?c:ﬁﬁ&
with growing agdor to theend ;. andwhcnhxs.vdai’cq
coinern, hc will find him fo dolag. . .

Axd if this is the charaer of e -true chri&xa.n.

2s fuch, it will not fail tq monld aar ufthc wax, \n
cvery relative dcp.-.r:mcnt of Ji* intg s awn like-
nefs, This will difplay in hjm all-that, 13 a ftate of
imperfe&tion, is, or can be, included in thcxdca fa
faithful father, or an obedient child—of a tender ﬁul-
band, or a fincere friend —of zmaﬂcr whofe juftice is
tempered with kindnefs—or a fervant whole &dclx( 15
proof agaial corruption—of a wife ruler, or a loyal
ubje&t—ofl a fruitful hearer, or a pmn,ful‘ preacher of
the word of Gob.

BuTt the in:yortange, of thc chan.&cr latt mention-
¢d—its near relation to the heavenly Preacher fpeak-
ing in the tcxt—-and efpecially the occaﬁon whych calls
4s 1o attend to 1c at this time, zll concur to perfuade
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me 10 wave. the confideration of = asthér varticylar
callings affigned to chriftiins ; and be~t}v paufe amden
uire what i$ thut work which heaven b3s marked eut
or the Preacher of the word ; and in 1'% -aecution of
which he miy’ Be fard td’be workme; :m: -vo}k -of hinr
that fent him? -

Axnp Rere we'cannor faxl to-be fruck with horror
at ﬂm fight-of mdolém:c and lazy inativity—of pa

a,nd idlenefs T men clothed with' rhis 1acnd

‘ ‘lndnlg‘lngt& thefe ¢normjtics tlie Preach-
érmuﬁhavcfo fien that thecrrzndupon which he
was {enr ifio thc church, was <ork, and not play.—
Nor will it; ‘pethigs, ' be much Moix eafy to feconcile
wnth the reqmﬁnm( tlus text a gofpel-minifter’s em-
ploying’ himfelf in thre “concerns qf the ‘world, snd
fpending his ime andtalents in Rodics wh*ch reach ne
highe: than‘the ‘eardr: Poetry, painting and mufiz==
Gecarietry and archite&ure—H:ftory and- géograpln'-
with lk dhe other ares and fciences, may Taudably be
purfued by 4 genius adapredto them ;" and for the dif-
Foveries made | by fuch purfuits, ‘the world fhould ne-
ver forget its obligations 1o the great men’ who have
made thtm Thg{c ﬁc‘ds are - wide “and “urenclofed.
Fo.the' walks 'they open, all- are welcome— nav,, all
art ‘inyitet, who are not ca]lrd to an higher, and inore
important m& whu;h rcquxres all tbc:r ab:lm“s and
all their time. ™ -

But wheh any man is fo called—has amtptcd the
appointment—and voluntarily devoted himfelf to that
high and arduous employment, it may be queried
whether he has not thcn bid farewell to every other:
and, nghtly concluding that the Father of {pirits both
can and wil] raife up among the other ranks of literary
men, a number fufficierit to cultivaze every one of
the interefts of thé republic of fetters, whether “the

pious divinz, when tempred to engage in thefe ftudies,
wzll not f‘v to the iolxutor, <« I am prc-cnmvcd and

chld. 0rh idy
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fof -migifter, than :r is honorable and aegeRt! Ss
008" that 4 -stigel ﬁxig@#ﬁe'ihbl?t@m t—
f extenfivd i ¢ prince of pisphers ditionce-plead
to b2 excirfed From ¢ aﬂﬁ!ﬁt%ﬂﬂge -of tapofies-cn- A4
out, d der 2 fenfe of it WeiaH?, Who'8F! Wisicht rar
thele thidcP? 1 5: 78 jirkdeh the law, o as to foufe
fianers Frauii their fécumit¥, ‘and Torvinée theri-of beeh
therr dgngtr and their in. It is, more elpecially, "%
tinfold the ‘g4l in all?!%@é?ié;‘i‘saﬁd’tb'éihmiﬁthp
Savidut ‘i -ail his firdnefs; 30 Alt hig bedoty. -t Je-is e
tlow the 92+ trumber ¥ Zion; 4nd catt the ‘comvin.
&ed- finnerHy fiuek, 10 e td ‘Carnrér ok lificrig
rme, thogh ! Sonfeious- S an - entire ‘wahevof ¢
#60d < :houeh v :thous moAey-and - withd? price. . Ju
15 10 urge ofl MEdia conftartteadasrice 8hievery mean
of grice; and; by removiiy thieir ebjectiods, 0 open
*heir way to' the refugs Carrst, Iris ro fhew ‘the
method of grace in the converfion of finners—ro ex-
plain the nature and ufe of conviétion—# point out
the views and exercifes incluided nwrue kumiliation,
nd the degree ve which It Wuft come—to unfold the
‘nanner of thar Huminatiom in - whieh the fprrit of Gop
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opeas ta-the finner the doo, ofbopc, and fets Canris,
andthcphn of veqovery by - him, full in, view—the
charms 6y which he dgaws the foul to Carisz, and
brings it to-sonfent to choofe him and be his for ¢ver.
Ik is © point out.the benefits . of that union: with
Carist which commencey with this clofing a& of.

fuich—from - Jultification,. by the free imputation of

i righteoufnefs—to adopnonmtothcrankofch:l'

drens of Gop, with alf its prmkg:s—-cfﬁzally that
of his {pirjt to dwell withip them, and to. per-
fo:rallthc works of ; 3 (mirit of adppticn—to fan@i-
ficatiop—to growth in evcny .grace—to joy unfpeaka-
bw-vm;ﬂ'mccof bhope—to perfeverance.:therein to
the end of life—to perfetion in the end, and.entrance

ypon she beritance tbsq, -which is incorruptible, znd
fadeth not away, ;.

" _Taus is the work in which the reachens required
to {eed Cunist’s fheep-and | lambs--to ftrengthen he
weak—10 heal the wounded-~wto cacourage doqbt-
ing, and reclaim the backflider—The bonds of the
Lord are upon him to refute errors—to confound

gunfayprs-—vyca, to opc,n and defend every revealed

Ir thcfc tbmgs are not enough to reprefeat this of-
ficc: as momentous in “itfelf, and trcmcndous in its
mfequcaccs—Jct us lopk. yet further into:it, and fee

the_munifter called to stprove the offender—to fuccour

the tempted—to confront the pleas and baffic the at-
Lempts of the grand adverfary~—to comfert the fad
heart—to inflryct the ignorant and fettle the wavering
foul. Let us follow him into his various walks, and
behold him row difpenfing the feals of the covenant
—and now vifiting thc fick and the dying~—and now
governing the church or engaged in its offices of
public devotion—at onc time addreffing the confcien-
ces of his hearers for Gop—at another addrefling the
throne of grace for them—here difputing againft eng.
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mies——there catechizing the youth—by day-irtent .on
his public labors—by night immerfed in meditanon
and abforpt in prayer. - .

AFTER an atrentive confideration of the real miaif-
ter in all thefe artitudes, what thall we fay of the
iphere in which he moves? Muft. we not own that this
is a tafk which embraces, at once, every thing necef-
fary as a mean for convincing and converting Ganers
—for comforting and edifying faints—for buildin; up
the church of Carist—2nd, in:a.word, for ent-
ing all their people without fpot to Goo at laft—or at
leaft for keeping-:their own garments -clean from the
blood of all that perith ? And if it does, whp can
avoid” trembling for the carthen veffel to which ali
this trecture 1s committed ? Who would not blefs
Goov for the man who is enabled to be faithful in it,
and continues to the end, thus working the work of
himn that fent him ? S

BuT this thought calls up our attention to -

Proe. 111. That for the difcharge of the 1afk re-
quired, Providence bas allotted 1o every man bis day.

TH1s aillewance was qqually to be expected from
the wifdom and the goodnefs of him that fent him in-
to hife. To aflign the work and yet refufe tme
enough for its performance, would be like withhold-
ing the ftraw, and ‘ftill demanding the bncks in full
tale. The immortal creature, full of the prefpedts of
an everlafting exiftence—ini a world where all is per-
feGion, poflefles the prefent life, as a feafor in which
he muft prepare for it. That is a ftate of retribution
according to the moral fitnefs of things; this 1s, there-
fore, a ftate of probation deéfigned to give fuch a dif-

slay of the real charaler of men, as fhall fully jufti-

the final ferdement of their fate in thaz. Human
Iife, then, in a geacral view, may be confidered as
the day intended in the text: nothing beyond its line
ean be called man’s accepted tme—not a2 moment
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further can he reiioadolv/look for jus déy of iaivatios.
Burevea.in this period 4! F2ry are’ 70t cqx.xlw advan-
tageous for the ducn.u'ct ot the importeat ofiices con-
fined td.. it—there are fpccul {ealons of grace in i
whem all micans ait:enjoyed—ahd cvory powc: of dody

and omad pofleficd an. diddr 3agoe to: enabie us-to 1n-
prave.ther; and eipecially vzbcn the Holy Spunt 15
firiving with noen<—ibeic mapevpbatically be deaoin-
inated therr’ DAY -baveo Hifodd general, as well as
to :thele muts, “this;nang may-be.. nppllcd with the
fRrifel  propriety, becauke;udihera nawyral. day, -its
beingrehis: fimed,, andd its, bousd m»pa&ﬁlqi;-z..‘ Beraufe
i odcof:shd kak divilions of tume: n.this point
men loveto detesve thenfelves ;- cver prefuming on
their long lo-marrei~¥they fpin out an cternal ighgne
for their litcle duy rthey. treat ther -tine as i it was
never iefs for {pending : thev feel their day no acarer
to its clofe than when it firit began. © With inthinite
kindneis heaven has: contronted tius dcl,uﬁon in the
Bible. . To convinct us that our ume 1s fhers, terans
are ever uied. which might finith procraf!ination.—
Hence 1t 1s not caled:-amn age—a cycle—eor a
year—nay, (1t \'vill not bsar the name o a month,
or 2 woek—it i3 often called 2 dream—a fhadow—a
tale—and tae beft and higheit denomination of it is, a

dev. 3. This is given i1t to iInymate that j¢ s ever {lip-
piag awav-—it naver ftandeth ftii—no, not iof 2 mo-
ment ; the nighL cometh—if-is ever coming nearer, and
loori may be expedted altually wo .armve—ao wing s
more unwearied—and none - fo rapid. m ns g, as
the wing of this our fleeting dags - But it.deferves oug
particular attention’here, that s hitile perod adawts
0. plural pumber—it is not called days ;-as f 3 mm
!mc’h‘ expect moge- than ong {fealey, to be gramcd hiun
for probatxon. s dey i -the- ﬁ(;guzar, becaufe no
Man ever {aw, noae:ever: fhall fet & recorn upon him
wjen it has once paiicd away—not need ut be repeated

®
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“nce # was jul leagz enough, and ro more, for an-
swering all ats ends, bv one revol:ticn.

Wg may the refore proceed wita confidence in af-
firming, 1n

Prop. IV. Tha: nothing in the great bufinefs of life
:an be done wiem this listle period bas elapfed.

Trus arc we tavght, cven by our text, whenever
that mioment 1s come, then »0 man can wsrk. Whate
ever powers might once have been ufed, they are now*
fled—whatever opportunities were once enioyed, they
are now gone—whatever means of grace were once-
afforded, they now are far out of n-:ach as if they
had never been. For now it is night, nor does 1t
bear this name withour a reafon: By it s manifetly
meant the ftate on which we enter at the folemn hour
of death. This 1s indeed a ftate of moft exquifite
{enfibility, and tiaceafing exertion—a ftare in which
no moment’s {lumber tan ever hght on the mental
eyc-hd—and the wakeful fubjects reft not day nor
mght mactive. It is neverthelefs to be acknowledged,
that the word which tells us that there is neither know-
ledge, nor wifiom, nor repentance, nor device in the
grave, conveys a meaning not lefs important than it is
rree. It refers not onlv to the ftate of the hifelefs
corple which lies mouldering in the duft—it alfo fpeaks
of the whole man confidered in relarion to his moral
agency in a ftate of wial; this-it declares to be now
Antfhed as really as his day of life : fo entirely finifhed,
that not one a& can now be added to the lift ot thofe
Jdeeds done in the body for which the great tribunal
will reckon with fum: then can no man mend an :l!
condition, or undo one finful deed: in that ftate no
palt miftakes in conduft can be re&ified —nor cne
negle of duty there fupplied. In this view it 1s
comparcd o mtrht that fteals on at the clofe of day :
Nor can we fay the figure is either forced, or fc chec

from afar —if e cxpc‘t that death, like right, 15 &
C
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tine ¢ carkneisgwhen men canrot fee to work the
works of tie day—-iike mgit 1tis the feafon, not of
working, but of fleep—when Ro power is left for do-
ing the ‘bufinefs unfinithed in the dav tune; and this
flep is but a preface 0 a meft fure awaking when the
night is palt, and the merning of the refurreltion
come ; 1t hoids 1ts pr{oners in chains ’'ull then: and
then will releafe them from 15 junifdiction; and dehi-
ver thesn up to their-final Judge. Nor did it exemnpt
is prifoners from ail preludes of their future dcom:
It opened on the confcience of each, an infallible pre-
fentment of his own portion : it began the retribution
which the laft judgment will but complete. At the
moment when the {pint, difledged of its clay-tenc-
inent, was called to return to Gob who gave 1t—that
all-important tran{action paffed between him ang it in
fecret, which thall be ratified at the great day, before
the eves of affembled worlds.  Its ftate was then un-
alterably fixed-—fixed for cternity. That was found
to be a ftate wnmixed—and whether 1t was weal or
woe; each lot was perfect. This perfedt lot was fixed
in congruity with the temper found prevailing then,
and with tice iteps that had prepared the fubjed for it -
death makes no change of nature or of fate—wlat it
finds it confirms—it removes from ev cry oppofite—it
completes for a do-2zion never to be ended.  He that
ts flthy then muft be filchy thill; and he that is holy
at that moment {hall resnain fo fll.

Norsinc, then, can be more evident than that
which now coimes as the eonclufion of the whole mat-
ter, viz. .

Pror. V. Every man is obliged to bave all bis <work
dovie, bifere that p:rzud arrizve.

Sucu was the rcafoning of the blefled Jesus on
this fubject, even when applied to himfelf. * I muft
work the works of him that fent me while 1t is day.”
And 15 not tais obligation equally ftrong on n:an, whole




( 9 )

eternal all depends on his inch of time? Some of the
things which have already been fpoken will fulfice to
firew che juftice of this inference. This day ‘was alt
the fpace allowed to man for the bufine’s on which
ke was jeat wnto life. if this bufineis is not fin-
ithed before that day is over, it aever can; it
onc hour might have completed the work, it cannot
be allowed - if another fermon might have fufficed
accomplhith ais greal end, notall the gold of Ophir
can purchafe i2: if one Sabbath nore would have fe-
curcd all, no entreaties of his own can availl- t0. pro-
cure.it, and no mediarors can obtain it for hm. If a-
ny part is found. then nat done, it muft: remain fo for.
ever : and if it muft, the man himfelf is undone too.
His errand into life 1s loft, and he muft aniwer for it
to him that {eat hum : all his talents have been iquan-
dered away, and he muft foon pafs a folemn reckoning
ior them all. This muft be done at a mdoment-icat,
where. truth ills the bench,sand ]ufhcc ‘holds the
oalance. There fentence will pa‘s upon every mifim-
pravement accozding to its guilt, and, if it will, we
may be affured, then, that to the man found in the
unhappy cafe here confidered: every talent. given—
every yezr, moath and day mdulgcd hun— nay, life
itfell will become a curfe—fer, at that bar, every pri-
vilege abuled—cvery opportunity ilichzed will be an
article of the indiZtment azainit the finner fifted there.
The talent. buried will deftroy no lefs furely than
the talent fquandered—and ncgle&s of duty will con-
vemn as well as the moit overt ¢rimes.

IMPROVEMENT

LET us all then, confider, with moft-ferious at-
iention, what is the footing on which we ftand. Sent.
into life on an errand all-important—indulged with
various talents fitting for its execution—limited to a
fhost and definite feafon fur. sccompl:fhi ng it—uncer-
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tain how foon 1t may expire—but wcll affured that the
moment that puts 2 p2nod to it fhall fift us at the bar
of him that fcnt us; and ther: bring us to accourt for
the bufinefs ot our mllﬁon ; to account, at our peril ;
our fate tor eteraity dcpcndmf' on the fingle quethion, is
this errand dome, or mot ¢

2. PLacep oa a fooung thus hazardous, ought
we not folemnls to examine whofe works are thcfe
which have hitherto employed us 2 Go to, ye impious
33d prophane ; ve deifts and iqﬁdcls, how long fhaii
it be, ere you ceafe to do the works of the devil ?
From the lip of infallibility dropped this maxim of
inconte&iblc truth, bis fervants je are to whom yr
ebey. Is 1t not then higiv ume for you to {it down
and count the coft ? Bufied in the works of darkncis,
ve have chefen to be recognized as fervants of the
prince of darxnefs : But have ye zifo come to a rejo-
lution to it down ccatent with his wages ? No! con-
tentment w:th damnauca 15 a figmen: oo ftupid to be
eipouied—and 00 grots o be taught even by infidels.
What remains, then, but 20 quit the jervice, 1t vou
are not willing to receive the rewand ? Between this
work and 1ts wages, the ccanexion is natural. But
this 1s not aii; the fervants of fatan are pronounced
his children o0 ; ye are of your father the deval, and

tae works cf your father ye will do, was once faid to

fervants of this clafs, by that mild and gracious
teacher that {pake as never man ipakc. And, fhield-
ed by an authonty fo auguft as this, an *mﬁxc applied
this charafter to an cmment finncr, in this cutting far-
cafin, O! thou full of a!l fubtilty and wickednefs—
thou child of the devil, thou enemy of all righteout-
nefs, how long wilt thou not ceale to pervert the right
ways oi the Lord ? -

SiiLaR tothis, 1nits general nature and final doom,
15 the chara&c. of thcle finners who are ¢cmployed 1n
he woris of the fleth. Inipiration allows the hope of
o harvdit, bur corruption, to be reancd from the feed
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they are thus bufied in fowmg. Norwill the dffoe: be
more defirable which s to be expedted from ferving
the world. 'This 1s an occupation incontiftent with-the
fervice of Gob : from it, therefore, is 10 be reccwrd
no higher reward: than the werld can give.

Has iz not been already proved that no work was
our errand into lzfc, fave the werk of Gop wlic fent

us? How [ar, tlien, h.$ this work bzen our bufisefs ?
Whezhcr is it yet accomplithed? Or-ho= much of it
remains undone ? Théfe ate enquiries which merit the
ferious attention of every mortal : and with them my
fubjec binds me this day to pofe tie .confcience of
every hearer. - Speak, then, thou heaven-commiffion-
ed momtor within! I'charge thee, in" the name of that
awtul Judge, who retains thee as the witnefs of what
pafies in the human breaft, hold not thy peace on this
occalion.: deciare the whole truth—fuffer not the man
t6 be deceived : nor dare to flumber whilft he is tole-
ing down to endlefs woe! Is he about the work of
Gop, or not: Is that work row finifhed? ¥ not,
whar means this crving peace, pecce 2 This paddy
dance after vanities > This indolence and eafe? This
idle fzuntering through life, as i€ nothing were to do?
Surelv the hcart of fuch a tnfler may meditate terror ;
his dav 1s clofing : his night is ¢oming; his recken-
ng 1s at the door: and no preparation made to meet it !

Waere, then, 1s the fecure finner, that we may
fall upon h:s neck and weep over him? Where is the
poor man that has, 'ull now, miftaken: or forgotten
his errand into life, thar we may pray him, in CHRIST'S
itead, to rouze to thought! Fellow-rortal ! awake |
The nwht cometh! T hy great work 1s all before thee.
Thy ume expires! Every moment 1s precious ! What
meaneft thou, Q' fleeper ?  Arife, call upon Gobv
thy Maker, that thou perith not! Life s on the
wing : thy eternal fate hangs fufpended on the breath
now in thy noftrils: O be wife to day: Attend the

*



( 22)

means of grace now—left thy wailings for negiecting
them fhould begin to-morrow, and never fec an end :
Flee 1o the open arms of Jesus now, and io efcape
the horrors of a foul chained to the rock of everlafting
defpair, while beiking billows of Almighty vengeance
are rolling over it for ever and ever!.

3. WHarT {faith dus folemn theme to the believer
jortering out his working day * Spezks 1t no reproof to
the pmfgtﬂ'or who, wearied in the raee, ftands thil—nor
haftens to the goal to grafp the crown? Where is the
ﬁpy man who has not caufe to be degply ‘mxmbled

aorc the Lorp, that fo hittde of his day has been em-
ployed. in his Mafter’s work ¢! Was your day but jft
fufficient for your errand § How, then, car ye afford
to lofe fo great 2 part of it as runs ta wafte? Q1 have
yec nat m(gbn te mourn your murdered hqurs ! Hours,
nay, years, murdered by flumbering—by tnfling—by
ftanding idie—or by toiling in a foreign fervice!
Roufe, then, gird up yatir loins; be in carneft about
your Father’s bufinefs. Remember, your day is
fhort : with many of you it is far ipent already! It
haftens to itsend : you have not another hour to fpare :
Is it mot the cleventh with fome, at this very mo-
ment ? May we nat fee how the thadows of the even-
ing lengthen apace ? Our {fun is iettung, and our day
for .working for the glory of Gob, or goad of mea,
when once gone, never, never can return. O ¢ then
let us all pick up the fragments of our remaining
time—impyove them all for Gop : Weary not, nor wifh
a reipite from your work while it i1s day. Eternity is
long enough to reft.  The night wiil < pme mare wel-
come, if the day was fpent in its proper bufinefs.—
Sweet is the fleep of that long night which feals the
cyclids of the faint, who made ready for it by the faith-
ful labors of his day : Joyful the waking that awaits
him at the bleft morning of the refurrection : Rich the
recomipence of all his pains, which muft be found in
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the plaudit « of.tae final Judge; and glo'ious the harveft
of eiernal joy rcaped from: thai preciGus feed that was
once &..Peu in penitential tears when fowing here he-
low ! .

4 Do all thefe confiderations feem too dlﬁant to
affet—and therciore oo feeble to roufe us w oue
work ? Let us then auend to one which brags its ob-
1wt near. Lot us unftop our exrs (o the voice of hea-
ven, which now calls to us more Joudly thaa it hes
been wont. et us unclofe our eves o the affethng
works of Providence done all arcund us, ®
our attention to our proper bufjnefs. What mean :ﬁ:
various inftances of death which our- eyes have latcly
feen—and fome of which our hearts have keenly felt 2
Does not each beckon to us from the derk _and filent
manfion of the aight? Do not all accoft us in thefe
flimulating accents, * Anie, ye mortals : formed o
« think & reafon, how can ye pafs on through hife heed-
“lefs and unthinking ; as tbc ox gocth 0 the flaugh-
« ter, or the fool to the corre@ion of the ftacks 2 Con-
¢ fcious that an wnportant errand brought you into
““ the warld, why do ye confent 19 run the nfk of dy-
““irg before jou have it done—yes, before many of
‘“ you have fcnouﬂy confidered what it is? To day,
““1f you expect ever to hear the voice of Gop with
‘ pleaiure, o day harden not your hearts. Hafte,
“ make rcady your accounts--the Judge is at thedoor.”™*

§. AMiD cails thus lcr.ous, itis no ima!l comfoit to the
ferious mind, to $ind, in a world full of fuch finful mor-
tals, any examples formed or the maxim of our texi.
Nor 1s it lefs ground of jorrow when fuch, among men,

¥ The author had been called in thie courfe of 2 few weeks'
to bury a venerable father, A1at. g1, and a beloved fon,
/Etat. g, befides fevera! near fricnds, foms of whom
were members of this church - and onc 2 membsr of

this Prefbytery, viz. the Rev. \Witrt1an Davipsox, o
Londonderry, Etat. 77,
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cfpecialiv anong mialers, are fiatched awav fiom the
earth. . N

BuTt. torrowtul as it is, we often find it vled as the
monitory dealing of a wife Providence : And wiidom
will teach mankind toprofit by it. Do not all fuch
uhfpcnfauqns the», tht Heaven needs not the inftru-
menss it ui~s ? That 1t caa do its ~vork without them?
Should we not learw from th.a to ceafe from all de-
pendence ol nswii—-truft Goo alone 1n évery cafe--
w give glory, not to the means, but only to Gob, when
agy good is deae, by xoed or ordinances, to ourfeives
or others? Shall it aot prevail with us, more than
ever, to live oa Gop, where all is reality : and to b
mhore weaned from the worldy wihere the beft emoy-
ments, and the leareft fricnds are comforters feginve
and uacertain ? Might it not fet us oa tip-toe for
heaven ; and exciie us now to rifc—-to trie: our lamps
and be read to go out and meet our bridearoom *
Bur, elpcmails s ouunt fuch provxdcnceq to make eve-
rv-man, and every ¥ vinifter miore diheent in his wotk.
Bv iuch deuths the runber of workmo haeds is lef-
fened, and the work, of courfe, arows heavier ‘on
them that reman ; and why fhould 1t not zlo fir us
all up to look to and wait or him, with whem the refi-
due of the Spint 1s, for z ney" fapplv of laborers in
his vineyard ; of laborers «hw will ot work the work
of the Loro dccc:tfullv-—r ar loaieer hife cway- in floth
—nor wafte it out In forcxcm ervice-—-wur ~thfully
attend the work of him that fent thein, and be found
fo doing when therr Lorp fhail coie.

By this tune, I truft, you nave ar tmpatm the
particular application of the maxim 1 wiv text, which
was the dcﬁgn of handlirg it on this occafion.  For
all who knew the iife of that vencrable fervant of Jr
sus CHRIsT, whofe remains we expect, on the mor-
row, to commut to the filen: tomb, over which I now
ftand ; will confefs that thi: toxt was the mortzo of »i<
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¢very day. It is the worthy and reveiend Joseew
Parucz: that dear and excelient man, whoebad the
world his laft adieu; and winged his way from us to
his Matter’s oy, on Satumay the 15th inftant. For
this his widow and children are now bathed in tears :
ror this the tide ot grief fwélls my own bofom : for
tius the briny drops are feen to trickle adown many a
check to day; and for this the whole affembly is in
mourning. I doubly feel the ftroke. He was my

rother and my fncnd—-and for riore than twenty
years, an impertang member of the venerable Prefby-
tery to which this church belongs. I could not do
tuftice to this affecting occafion—t my own feclings,
or to yours, did 1 mpmcf:. the meation of him in this
place to-day. Little aid is needed from me to em-
balm a memory which of itfelf will remain fragrant
when all cur nsxis are hid 1n the duft. It fhall,
therefore, be mv aim to iz as little, not as much as [
tan, on a fubject fo neariy touching; my heart.

Tuis beloved man was born of reputable parents,
1n the town of Bofion, on the r2th dav of Aprz, 31723.
Ea,rlv marks of genius encouraged them w0 place him
under th= means of the beft educzion—and his un-
common pru‘!‘:!ch\ there fuggeited the moft flarter-
ing hopes to the family and friends. Thus he advan-
ced in rapid wnprovements, far abave his ycas, until
he had completcd the feventh of his age—when, by a
Providence deep and inyiterious, his morning fun fthut
in—a fudden accident deftroyed the fight of one of his
eyes, and obliged hnn to bc recall=d trom the {checol
1n the country, to his father’s houfe in tewn! Paired
as he was by thrs fad difafter, and cafecbied by the
means ufed to remove i, he was conitrained to inter-
mit his courfe of ftudy for a feaivn. No fooner, kow-
ever, had the inflammatios fi:bi.ied, than he returned
to 1t 1n a Ichool in towa, with redot bled thirit of know-
iedge. Here he foon acquired confiderably ikiil in

D
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"'r"m.,, m arithmetick and the Latn Chaflics; and o
fair, ver® fvon, to have been numbered among s
fons of Harvard Urizerfity : When, zlas! at the age

of fourtcen years, anc:her accidental ftroke deprived

him of the remamning eve—and, 2t an unfufpecling
monient, nipped the buds of his own fair ;‘:ro!'pc&s——»
and withered the bloffoms of his father's hopes!

No longer could he prof=cute his taveriie ftudics:
nor indulge an¥ more the hope of thining in a literary
lire. The tedious illae?, accafioned by this fad eveRn:.
and the unheard of feverites of the fargeons wio at-
tended him in it. debilitated his confirutien, eprefi-
ed his fpints 2nd brought on 2 melancholy ; which, for
tour months, wrapt his mind in a darkneir thil wers
gloomy than that which had drawn the curtain of per-
petial nizht around his bodv.  Dunng this gloemy
period, he contined hunfeit to a dark clofer, and
choie to live alone.

Tnis, however, was thc feafon which the fpirt of
Sob had chioler for opening up, to the view of his

nd, the auilr, the dc:‘:.;\.u and the danger in

which he cane into the world. :“3’. shendered in his:

sars. The “crfmxnn of the ]aw which he had bro-
Rey—x id r‘*c rect:tude of the Judge who, with ines-
bie icvenitr, demanded fuil fatisfaftion both to iss
PieceDt and it penaliv, appeared belore him amraved
m ditthar terrers. 1love fainted away.  His heart
¢enfefied the waitice of nis deomi; and he died to all
farzhes \p(-datzsn ot help from himvfeif. Coavincec
that no-abnty “emaned 1n him, either to will, or do
what richt conduce in the leaft dearee to Lis falvau-
on; he fell at the et of a bovc'e:s:n wiom nuthing

. ~uid hirder to {ave, or to deitroy.  Difabled to read
Ny (cupmrm, he was all cagtmrls to hear them read
ana talked of. A monitor within fhll bad hivn prav
and, wii mary groans and cries, he d;ilv AN

seficge vue tiwrone of grace, uniil, at length. 1t

i '“«'
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pleafed him that £1s upon it to appaar for bss reliet.

in that dark clofet the divine hf'ht thone into his ai-
tonithed mind. The doors of nope and heaven were
Yung open o the wall.  Thae goipel-plan was vafold-
ed before ham. it appeared ali -perfect and glorious -
2nd ks heart was ravilhed at the vicw. A divine Re-
deemer, who could, withour robbery, clam equality
with the Father Gop—yet wiilingiv becoming man—
oDy mv—-—fu&?:r'nw—blecdmz-—(.vmg as a vicanous
fubitituze inftead of his awn crimizial creatures—bear-
ing their fins 1n his own body on the accuried iree !
'laxs, O! This was the fght which at oace clear-
ad his cloud:, and healed his wounds—and gave
ins biceding confcience peace ! He gazed—he believ-
ed—zie lovcd—-hc Zraiped thc lovely object 1a las
arms, and gave his heart away Then was his dark-
acls changed into day : then was he drawn from the
hoind pit, eitabli ihcd on the Ruck of ages zs his only
tm{l—-:md the new fong filled his mcuth. Now did
he begin tc iive indecd—The love of Carist over-
wiclned his foul, and he cailed 2ii around him two
praife thar Sovercign grace which'tcok away externai
licht from the eyes of nis body, and poureu ngic,
acavenly and divine, on the eves ¢f his mind.

His heaven, however, was nct brafs; and 15 al-
pedts oiten chang=d. Dejection cf f,)ir' aauralic
grew out of his aﬂil(tion. ‘He irourned the iofs of aii
.a1s hopes of uieiuvineds in the world : ke pad, frem s
caritett years, np red to be 3 Preacher; and o be e
ait from that favorite deficn made the Jofs of his eyes
a double trial. The mourniul hymin compcicd e
um o that cccalion, will thew how devpiv Ir ® o
Fiéted him.

NoR was this mclanchoiv frame \mp:.)i"a' Me T
s from the wmptations of youth, t7sr age of Jin-

* Sce Appendix No. ]
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ger, he was happily preferved; and his attention zn-
tirely fixed on ferivus concerns. He made religion
his bufinefs ; and his profitiag in it was foon apparent
t all. His memory was ftrong 12 a degree peculiar
to himfelf : it feemed {carcely capabic of forgetung
any thing worthy of notice, which he once had hearc.

By the readings which, he ever anxioufly folicited
whcrc he "ould, it was quxcle ftored thh a treaflure
of both dofininal and practical Giv:nity ; this, anima-
ted by his own expenence, foon rendered him an able
counfcllor to fuch as were cnrrageq 1n purfu't of vital
religion.

Tae fermons of the beft div.tes, once heard, or
read, were made fo much his own, that he could re-
peat them with great exaftnefs : and for thisfervice he
was often fent for, both to private focieties, and pub-
a1c affembhies—From this exercife ke rofe to b: fre-
quently calied to exhort and Frav; in places where
the general effufion of divine influerce, which pre-
vailed at that time, led the people to tlock together
for devotional purpofes almott evervdav. His labors
in this way. were {o acerprable, that his aucience foon
grew too numerous for a private houle—and thus, to
fansfy the earneft deirands of the pcople. ke was car-
ried up to the puipit, and began to preach, in the 16th
year of his age.

In’ this important undertakiag ke met with much

oppofinion, both at home and abroad.(2) 3But his

bleffed Mafter was eminently with him; awakenea
finners flocked after him—-the hearts of warm chrif-
tians were opened to encourage and protelt him, and
the beit minitters of his ume took: him by the hand.

In the facred defk he thone 12 miany u.pcéh unsi-
valled. The bril'iancy of his fancy was a fource of
cloquence which few of his cotemporaries could ex-

See Appendix No. II.
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ceed. The grammatical corre@nefs of his language—
the natural eafe of his ftyle—the beauty of s fimi-
lies—the aptnefs of his allufions—the inftrudtive chain
of important and well conne&ted truths—:the vein of
exalted picty and fpiritual devotion which ran through
his compofitions, and efpecially the pathos and viva-
city witah which he delivered them, foun made his fer-
mons to be liftened to with uncommon eagcrnefs, by
adminng mulutudes.

As tie vieof his talents was called for every where
around, he traveiled and labored in the vinevard,
mroug,h all the New-England LOVErnmrents, with fuch
unwedrted affiduity, that he mignt almoft be faid te
prcach and prav without ccaﬁno By the help of
lus travelling companions and other friends, he ‘cept
a diarv of his lahors : it is now in mv hands: 1 have
been able to read only fo much of «t as related to the
travels of three vears.(4) In that period, 1 think,
he feldom paifed two days together with 1ourncym
and his fcrinons average nearlv at ten for every wée
He then preaciiel uivally thrice on every Lord"s day,
and verv often clofes his remarks with this Epiphone-
ma2, “ O how good 1s the Lord to fo poor a creature!
« Blefled be his name for fo much of his gracious
¢ prcicncc as enabled me to-dav to fpeak with free-
“ dom, and hope with fome efiect; O how fweet i3
 his houic! Venly I can tethify that one day zéere, 15
«* bcttcr than a thoufand elfeshere : and how glonou

“1s his dav ! - ¢

< Thefe are my preparation- days
“ If'pen all my foul 15 drefs'd :

«“ Thele Sabbaths [ball deliver me
“ To mine eternal veff(c).”

[6) 1745, 1746, and 1747 " in which he records with great
exactueis all his texts, the times and places where he
preached upon them.

{¢) Someumes he compofed an hymn to be fung before or
after fermon : for a fpecimen fee Appendix, Nc. IlI.
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Storns of perfccution in thofe days did often beat
wpon his houfe—but it fell pot. Encouraged by ma-
ny marvellous interpofitions of heaven on his be-
half (d) he purfued his Mafter’s work undaunted—
He tiumphed over all his enemies. Like the palm-
tree he ﬂounihcd in the houfe of the Loro—and by
how much the more feverely he was opprefled, by fo
much the more rapidly he grew. Heaveniy fhowers
fell on the mown grafs in the church, wherever he
went. The awakemnos—-thc converfions, and the
fpecial comforts of many were dated from feafons of
. thewr attendance on his miniftry: and the bleffing of
numbers ready to perith came upon him.

His experimertal acquaintance with religion—with
Gop and his own heart, increafed apace. To a tena-
cious memory he added a judgment corre® and ma-
wure. By the aids of his readers he made familiar to
him the prmc:pal writers of all parties in divinty, and
could quote them with furprifing exalnefs and eafe.
FHe was an acute cafuift, and a great Textuary. His
BIBLE was the comp afs by which his courfe was fteer-
ed. Few underﬁood that book of beoks” fo well;
~and none remembered 1t better. The Weﬂmmjier
eonfefion and catechifms he efteemed the beft fummary-
fyftem of divinity of human compofure, and the doc-
trines there taught he often explained and defended,
like a workman that needed not to be athamed.—
When I have confidered the peculiar difadvantages of
his ﬁg,lanon, I have fat with admiration tc hear him
deliver {fermons fo corret in ftyle—fo methodically ar-
ranged—fo clofe in the connetion of their parts—{o
clear 2nd judicious in their diftinctions—{o found and
confiftent as a beautiful whole— that the. foureft critics
could“hardly cenfure, and the ableft divines could
fcarcely excccd them.

See Appendix No. IV.
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tHow often have we all fecn him melted in tears of
compaffion for finners, while he brandithed the two-
edyued fword of the fpmt before them, or fhot the le-
gax arrow at their hearts ! Hell feemed to be open be-
tore him, and dcitruction had no covering—He
brought the audience to the mount which might be
souched, and which burned with fire—all its lighten-
ings were flalhed in :he ftartled finner’s face, and its
awtul thunder feemed to roar in his ears.

But how extatic were his joys when he fetched
from Gilead the all-healing baliam; poured it into
the rankling wound of the convmcct} conf{cience, and,
with 1t, beund up the bleeding or the broken heart!
As a kind angel then he {cemed to preach the glad
rews of peace on carth, and good will to men: and
as a faithful prophet he would often pray and wreitle
for the effectual application of them.

Twe torm of Prefbyterian church-government was
that on which he ietiled after long gglberauon he
was a Prefbyterian, not irom education, but principle.

But, far from firaining at gnats, or contending for the
rythe of mint and cummin, his enlarged foul was ea-
iv in circumftantials, thouch in eflentials none was
more {tri®. He was no bigot to a party - -his arms
embraced, and his heart loved all that appeared to love
lis deareft Lorp.

As s travels were great, and his dangers many,
fo in all his changes he appears to have been the pecu-
jiar care of Providence: He made confcience of noti-
cing its various fteps towards him: and it w8uld be
caf to fill a volume with the accounts he has given of
thcm (d) But among them all, none appeared to hm
mere worthy of gratc%ul remembrance than that which
beftowed on him a pious, prudent and affeCtionate
partner. He marnied Mrs. Sarab Carpenter, daugh-

(d) Fora fpecimen {ee Appendix No. IV.
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ter of Captain Ex:%:0] Corg cwter, Atticberougk, oa
t..c joth uf July, 17437, by whom he had twelve 1ons
and oce davghter, of whom oniy ieven lons are vet
bving.

Afrir vanous changes of place Le was rertuaded
for three vears w fix his refidence at Durkam, as af-
fi%in: to the Rev. Mr. Gilnan: from thence he wes
remmoved to \'adburv, wlere he laberzd for tive
years @ at the expiration of which he was regularly or-
dained Paftor of :he church at Barrington ; in which
relaiion he conuinved 16 years : bur, on a2cceunt of
divihons among that people, and the (riure of bis
fupvort, he was, 1a the year 1'65, ditiniied iroar
that charge at his own uCld‘C, 2ad hororabiv recom-

micaded, by a iarge and Veierable Counci, to the e1-
teem and improvement of all minii.ers i caurdies
of Curist, wherever it fhould pleaic Divine Provi-
dence to crder &l lot.

Soox after this ke removed to the fafiward, and
tabored in the North Panth in Pewnziborough, uant
the year 1759, when the publn. caitamiitics made 1t
neceffary for him to {feek a fettiement 1 fome »lace
more remote from danger. He then icttled as Paior
ot the church at (.andla, for fevern years; at the end
of which ke concluded, from the growing inarmites
of age, 1t was not fits Maiter’s pleafare that he thould
enter into the paftoral relaton any more.

HEe never ceafed, however, to labor in the vireyard
at large. Early in the fpring 1787 he made a vifit to
his only brother, in the city of New-York. There,
and in New-Jerfey, he was received as an angel, ru-
petted by minifters, and followed by the people of
every denomination and every rank. In that journey
he preached almoft every day; and returned from 1t
glorifying Gop. Conftant to his purpofe, he pro-
ceeded preaching the ngpcl occaﬁonally In vacant
churches—at other tunes i alfifting his brethren i

.
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the munifry—or In ztiending the micctings of the
Preibrrery, wheie his feat was never anpiy, unlels
fomic exrraordinary cvent obigad it to be fo.

TrUs he rerfeversd ia the work of him that fent
him, unul the mcatj'-fm:rt.‘x of November laft. That
was a4 day of iniaife cold; but =sit was the LoRD’S
dav, na feveriy of o the weather could deter Mr.Prince
fron vifliting the Loxp’s houfe. He was then enga-
ed o preach at Manciefter—and on his way to the
church K¢ received a thock of the pally 1n one fide.
This did not preveat h:s going through the labors of
ae detk for thar day : Bet i forbad his ever reiurning
W 1L azan, Not \uhme, howgvcr, to outl:ive hb

= :!..c-:., ko nrvached twice 1a privare while under

the diiva’e. ils was removed to this rown on Decem-
ber 15th. A mneeting with his fniends here feemed to
revive him—his animal fplrls remaned good—and
Lis faculties unimpared—he vifhed a sumber of his
tneads, and dincd abroad feveral umes. At leagth a
itranzere, which had fat down upoa him from the
timz of _h's paralviic thock, erew fo heavy as to bsing
on 2 fever 2ad confine b'm to kis bed. It was then
his deiire o fend tor his dear wife—addieg as a realon
tiar he n=ver expeed to go to Candia again. Soon

after this he made hic wil. Then he faid his mind
was eaiv—he had norhmg more to du with this world.
While I wis with him he feemed to enjoy a fweet’
frame of ‘p:r:t: his reflexions on the wavs of Provi-
dence towards hi M were irfrudive and animaung :
but s records of the rich experience he had of the
powes and fweetnefs of fovereign grace exceeded ti:zm
ali: One oi thefe, wiick he cwovcd on his death-bed,
he ipceke of as one of the moft clear and fatisfviag in-
ftances he had ever fclt.

My affairs made it neceflary for me to make a
journey to Bofto: on the Monuzy preceding his aeath:

he then felt better; snd I flattered mvfeif he nughe
K
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mave Liveld throuzi the wiater : But the rext nigat
fever put on 2 :aare zlanming appearance—it ra..ul
with increaling soxcnu, uani mne in the morning of
Saturcay tie Hieensh of Yanvary ; when he iweetlv
iell ..ﬂ\cp in Jzsus, and entered inio the joy of his

I‘“ was myv misfortune to be deprived of his con-
verfation the laft week of his pilgrimage.  But from
the reort of fuch as were about hiim, it appears -2
had a greientiment of his 2 appreacihing > diifoiuton,
and was fixed in the expectation of 1t Dcture the Sab-
bath. Oa the preceding Loro’s day he told his
frienJs that be had kept taat Sabbach with them, bur
fhouid celebrate the nexr with bis beloveé Lorp JE-
sts. Otren afiernwards did be exprefs his #arneft long -
mgs for that dav, 2ad fus G a*ilh.xn"" that it would
free iim {rom ali evl, and put him in fi !! },of~ cilion
of au ic withed.  He wonid {reguently enquire how
near it was—ard ca oe::‘,s‘ cice told 1t was Friday, he
bletivd Goo thar then his mine was at hand: Sciemn
and affecting was the leave o ot his tamiiy.—
Al ‘»\,\r::.r.t the leflons winch then drepped from
his Lips I When iniz was concladed, ke fent a mofl
tender farewel 1o me, couched in ters wihich are
enough to animate me u..c.\" ail mv roubies.

I saLz not attenst to do luttice to bis charadter ;
hat work is devolved on 2 betier hard— frem whom,
Imult, vou wiil,y on the Laore o, ice a drasght which

wiil exiihit this mon ¢ Goo ia his tree colors. The: 1

Id ubt nat, EN ! beiora wita dehignt, all thatis
amiiabic 13 dman, or refpediavie 1 a gendcmaa-—all

thar could be cx,)(-c:cd o @ real faint in a fuate of
mnporiscton—and all the qualines which compols the
judicious divine—rthe animared preachicr, and the faith-
tul paitor of CurisT’s theep and lambs.  Tis coun-
tny then will be taught to revere Nm as a patriot—his
acquaintance: will lanzent him as @ fxichtul counfel lor,
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.fcnjcr cYy **'ortcr, and an iaftrulive and chearful com-
His tympathy with the dittieffed, and his ea-
pan: :on: His ty: Mpat mt the ditiiefled, and his ea
geraels 10 relieve thC"l i, will ther be made apparent to
ali: The modeity anc temperance—the {irict veracity
aad honeit integritv--the candor and  bencevolence
which marked s owin moral character, whiic 1t fhield-
cd thofe of his triead: from the thaits ot lander, will

thcn demaad the vencrauon of every triciu 1o virtue

andifguifed.  His wounded houfehold will then be
O'ncd ai ace, Gv the public oriior, and the public
opinion, while their own feelings recognize him as the
tender huiband, the loviag and careiul father, and the
inflexable friend.—~To that orato-, and that occafion, 1
refizn the fubject.—Eut 10 none, v&:cpt his own fami-
iv, will my heart penwit me to rclign the place of
chief mor-1er: For no orhers loved him more when

<~

livit_ ..l ncne have receized a decper wound in his
death. Through a period of more tha~ twenty-five
vears, have | ced his acquaintance—our friendihip

#1s clofe and cordial ; our wnmacy unbounded. Ea:-
v he won my heart, and theaceiorth he ever grew on
my efteern ; and, w2+ U at liberzv tius day to fpc.xk

ny feelings, my lamertations would 1 umiate ‘the ftrain
of Davipo mourning for his Toxatrax.,

But I mutt forbear. I fuffer not aione.—In his
Jeath the whole church has received a ftroke, wh.ch
rhoufands will feel—and which all within 1ts pale
fhould mourn. A man of no ordinary deyree of great-
:uia, 15 tallen 1n Itriel—:s falien at a time when errors
ipread, and dangers furround the camp @ Follen, while
as capable as ever of dittingaithed uicfulnets to the
caufe of truth —while buhed in the work of him that
fent in—and ardeat 1n hifang up his Maiter’s itand-
ard againft every error on the ore hand, and every im-
morality on the other.

His brethren: of che venerable Preibytery, to which

he belonged, will ryourn with me the lofs of an cn-
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deared member of that body-—who was ever puntuaj
to its appointmcrass and mace confcience of giving his
attendan-= on all 1ts diets ; one whofe judgirnent was
never given untul after mature dclxberauon—whoic
mortions were {eaforable and impertant, and his argu-
ments clear and convincing—whofz counicls were faith-
ful—his opinions orthodox, and his whole {fpirit breath-
ed order, chanzy and peace.

Mi~isTERs of the goipel, where ke was knowr,
generally loved and refpeéted him—and will feel their
hands weakened, and their hearts touched by his fall.
Yet usall 10in in praying that a double poruion of his
fpint may reft on every young El:tha that may be ra:f-
ed up to wear his mantle.

Bur, among aii the thoufands wha enjoyed and va-
fued the laborz of ithe dear deceaicd, none have more
caufe for Juventason than the cherch and congrega-
tion ufually worfhipping i this placr. Ab, how of-
ten have we rejoiced to afcend to mount Zion hand
hand with hirm—and delighted to go to thz houfe of
Gob in his company ! How often have we been delight-
ed to fee him ftanding in this facred defx, or feated at
that facred table—-melted under divire truths—over-
come with the love of Gov—and breathing after fuller
conformity to his 1mage, and more conm!eat enjoy -
ment of himfelf ! How often have our hearts burned
Wxtmn us while e uniclded the mviieries of redeein-
ing love from the fpot where now I iland—and the
whole houfe rang with the glad found of the filver
trumpet of falvation !

BuT, alas, thefe hailowed feafons are over, znd can
return no more ! There ke muit he—flent as the
tomb he inhabits ! Thele Lips, fraled 1n death, arnd cold
as the clay with whick they mingle, fhall never accoil
you more with the words of Iife! No more fhall they
warm the Learts of faints, and coinfort the forrowful
fuul no mare ! No more f:all they detec the vain pre-
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{unier, nor unravel to the tempted the devices of fa-
ta ! Nor {hall they uncover the darknr? of the hor-
nd pr beiore the iinner acain—nor warn the fecure
no 1s nudding oa its orink !

“Turre ne iies—his work donc—his treaty with you
clofei— :nd hw account of it received n the court 2-
bove! Who among vou remains thil in the call of bit-
ternefs > He found you in full career to death and heli:
He cften labared—cailed, and wooed you to Carist
and hfe. He often fweated and wept—and wafted
rencta- and hie to perfuade vou—and, afeer =, has
ae let: vou as he found vou? Has the fire meit-3, and
tiie hammer broken others, while ve have oottinately
withitood—and all h:s efforts for you were in vain 7—
Now he 15 gone—to tell his Mafter the Liinai tale ! —
Q! L:t me afk the unawakened wrezch, how wiit thou
bear ta fee this venerable monitar at tha: dav ftand
forth, at vonder dreadful bar, and reiaic, be'ore the
swivi fulze, anl the affembled univers, v Hery of
cvery warmng he has aiven vou-—oi everv offer made—
of every menace thundered in your ears.—Y'ss, and
rehearfe in vour hearinz, every slluning promiiz—eve-
ry ra x«mal motiye with which he prefled vou in kis
Matter’s name ? Sirs! Whar can ve, then, expe® ?—
Surels vour hearts may mediate terror, wnen vou re-
aliz= that ev>ry fermon he preached to you—every tear
he fned over vou—cvery groan he uttered—every drop
ot fweat—vea, and every bit of duit fhaken from his
feer, on this errand, will then rife and witnels acainft
you ; and the dreadtul doomof Capernaum, Mar. xi.
23, thall le proncueced from that bench from which
lies ro appeal !!

But, on the other hand, may I not comfortably
Lope that he fhall then find fome among you referved
for jcweh in his eternal crown ? If your hearts have
glowed while Le fetched the live coal from the keaven-
ly altar—i1t vyou have been awakened, or converted, or
confamed, or comfureed uader his rmmﬁr) —vyou will
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raeet him, 2t that day, with :oy unipeakable and full of
giory.  Let your eves and cars be open now, to im-
prove the prelent prondcrc&-—znd his death «:l
preach to you as loudly as his lips kave ever done.—
Thefe clz7- cold hands will never more be firetched ot
gafhcr the lambs of the fock in his bofom—tu-,
nnﬂhnks, the now beckon to vz, Speechlets s that
tongue which was wont to charmr: us here; et it feems,
mn reafon’s ears, ful! wo call us f'omtnccoﬁinandthc
throwd. Hark! 'Tis a voice rrom the tombs! It is
the voice of our departed friend ! Hz caills us to con-
fider now the concluding procf of his rehgion. It
ﬁood the weft of deach. ltlcursmfav « Behold the
“ rehgion which I have preached : it is that by which
«Ilived: Itis that in which I died. It fupported
“me in Jordan: Aad I can recommead it now, as
“ the only fure way w0 thefc heavenly manfions. O
“ my fellow-men, receive it and be bieft ! Haiten
** your haliruai preparanion © meet e here. I will
*¢ run to meet 2ad embrace vou with ;  Joy uafpeakible,
“ and help to dry up ail your erars in the fun-beams
 of eternal dav.” ¢ Bur, if the urthappy {inners,
s with whom I have fo often pleaded in my Mafter’s
* pame 1in vain, will ibll rcﬁne to hearkcn and re-
 pent;: 1 teftify to them thar all my pity for tham, all
“ my lave to their immortal fouls-will aot prevent my
“ every fermon—and my every praver—ycs, and eve-
“ry part.clc of my entombed duft o rife and bear that
“ witnefs againft taem, at the Sovereign’s bar, the
« forcc of which thev will neither be able to fuitain
¢ nor evade.”
B'cr tine requires me now to cloie this fervice with
1 brief addrefs, fint to the mournful Relict, and fe-
condly to the beloved children of the dear deceafed,
here prefent.
MADAM,
Your vears, vour exnericace and your cftablithed
character forbid me to treat with you as one under ne
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betier dictates than thofe of rature, and mourning
~ithout hope. My own acquantance with you ai-
fures me, that, far from feeking lcave for the indul-
acnce of ammal paﬁions, vou arc now kiffing the rod
vou feel, and humbly adoring the hand wluch holds
it.  That ah-gracxous hand, 1 truft, wiil heal with
Gilcad's balfam, the wound iss rod has made. 1 fhall
therefore fuppofe mvieli called now, rather to re-ecno
than o dictate the confiderations by which heaven
iupports you. Your earthly hu.sand, 'ns true, was
one of the beit, and row the tye of your temporal
conrexicn with him is diffolved, and can never be re-
newad more.  For this vou mourn. But vou mourn
not ifor your departed friend. No. That cannot be.
You beneve, and with goed reafon too, that he 1s
cone to his advancement—to his crown. It is for
“ouricif and for your children we now {ee you mourn :
But even here there are many confideraticns which
ougcht to lay reftraint on immoderate iorrow. Your
lon'r emovmegt of the moft inumate converfe with
this holy man was your priviiege and vour honer.—
'1 his was continued 1 your poficlion every moment
was iatended by vour heavenly Father—that is, every
nmoment it could be afforded yvou without breaking
heaven's defigns.  Your piety forbuds the wifh to hold
1t 2 moment lon"cr. Confidenng, then, that the high
will of iim, who is the Arbiter of 2l tiings—Is now
done—vou will lay your hand upon your mouth and
be ftili. Following him as he did CHrisT, vou know
rhe feparation which death has made berween you
-ll not latt lerng.  You wiil foon meet again—mgcer,
with other jovs than thofe which earth aftords—and
meet to part no more for ever. ’Till then, you will
truft hun who condefcends to ftyle hunfelf the widow’s
Gob. Rely on him, who, though your Maker,
vouchfafes 0 be your hufband. “This Gop will be
{fufficient for you, will make all your fierv trials, and
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even this foredt of bereaven:ents to worik for vou a far
more cxceeding and cternzl weicht of viery.

SeconoLy, when 1 fprak a word to the dear off-
{pring of miy departed Brother, 1 with the ablent may
confider taciicives included with their prefens bre-
thren ; wihien thev Sali hear of tiie mourn{ul traniac-
ton ot this dav.

My dear Frienis,

I AM fure 0o words of mine are needed now to
periuade vou to confider the termis on which vou this
dav ftaad. In civing vou fuch a Father, Leaven Le-
flowed an honor rcfcn «i but for very few children 1n
this decliniag age. "L'he hoaly nrecepts w hich he deli-
vered to vou—the wholcfomie inftructions which cve-
Ty day were gcntlv difliing cn yecu from his lips—
the thoufands of arguments ne fuggetted 0 win vour
hearts to kis Mafter and his relizion—and the twa
thoufand pravers with which he befieged heaven for
their juccefs—and efpecially the heaveniy example

wiich he ever fer you—all—all—wiil now rife up
vour review, and ruth on your rei.evbrance.—
Immerfed 1n ferious reflexions on toeic your advan-
tages, you will not turn away the car when veur
fiend, and your dear and henored VFather's friend
wouid call you to enoutre, this dav, Whv zre a]
theie privileges fo foon cut off and ended 7 Whither
are ai! thefe peculiar favers fled - Ent to hedp you to
an anlwer hcre, let 1t alfo be atked, arc ’hv; all jott
Have thefe pearls been trarpled under foot—-or \.aﬁ
behind your backs? Have no pronnabie imprefiions
beri nade by them on your hearts—and no fuitable
ivuies from them produced n vour lives? [ uemble
{tr oul! And in vour horored lather’s name-—nay,
ratter in the name of vour Father’s Gon, I conjure
you this day, to fall at the feet of {overvign grace,
and, without a monmwent’s longcr celav, to furrender
vourfelves 1o CurisT Jesus, nor Jarc to be found
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anotier div 1nonz the woatexd ranis to what dam-
naticn your owa Father muit hearnde fay amen ¢ dare
rot o appear on tiae leflt haad of the j.imc, while
vour loving paicnt takes the piace &€ =3 aifefior with
him. Le: not the athes of )ou buried Faher 1ife to
atteit your gwili: Can you bear to st himy on terms
like thefe ® Caa you iuo,zon to ke hiv Band forth
then o remind you of ail the tem: T sdaonitions—
the meiting tears—tire ardent pravers he ‘m« foent up-
on you? It not, then fiv, O fiv without deiay, o the
open arms of the once crucibed, now reigning Saviour
of finners !
« Belicve, end teic the prom -"d i
“ Ocevy, end £e for ever £5:77
Bur if any of vou f“,*"c zlready learnt vour fa-
ther’s reiigicn, vou will mP’cr me 10 exholt Fou, eije-
ciallr, now o pick up the falling manie he has
dro't:, and follow him. Look un with Rl coshdeace
fo t".': areat Father of the father e s, WhG cannut dic.——
Draw nearer to him 1n obedience, and te cach ,-»:her
in brotherly love. Iindeavor to honor and prove vour
religion by conformity to the pattern iet by its grea
Author; and ei] ':CZ:IH\ by every duriiul ren..r'i to your
bereaved motaer.  Be zealous for the caule yOur Fa-
ther pled—n.ver defert it—you faw him feal its
truth in death. Thas Gop will be a father to vou
as fuch he wiil net 111l o prove vour comfort nou,
and pumon for ever. This profest may tuin forrow
this day to rc.o:c:ng-—to re; o;cmv on yomr own ic-
count—and cven in the Provide n..c that covers vou
with .0 many murnful maris this dav e for, O! ‘the
contrait m vour beloved Futher's caie. Here he
was hlind — there ‘*x jees face 1o tace-—iwere he was lcd
abvaon by the L i ‘..Zmi'\ -re he tlies on the wings of
ivortal Jjov—iere he oft complained of feli-tmner-
feftion—there he is mature in the ftature of the er-
fe&t man in Curist Jrevs—pere he frequ:..ti} 1ar
I
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mui.ng all alunc—there he mmgles wizh an innumesa-
ble company of angels—here he cften found hard-
fhips from the wickednefs of men—there he 1e fur-
rounded by patriarchs and prophets, by apoftles ard
cvangclms—-bv ail dcpar‘cd codly minifters—and ail
the ipirits of juft men made pucht! See how the
heavenly throna cluftered around him, when the ever-
lafting doors were lifted up, and the heir of clory
was ufhered 12! How did his beloved W m'rsrrr:w
and Parsoxs, with whom he takes up his ! demng
here ir. the filent manfion of the tomb--how did sl
his cld acquaintance {all upon his neck ! O what em
braces! what rmutual congramlations bad hin wel-
co:nne, with ten thoufand voices, to the realms of cver-
izfino dav! What L;‘I"’S of tri'vnph attuned to the
occalon, made all thg i:cavenly arches ring with “ bl
¢ fing and {.nor), nd ho"ar and power, to him thas
< fizeeth on the thronz, =nd to the Lamb for ever and

I

ever!

BT to trace htm as efcorted Hrou gh the ftreers of
i1¢ NEew Icruu,cm—to foar with himto the top of yon-
der facred meunt, and fec him ] :Aped in the emibrzces

of hi: loved Redeemer, and prefe n:':d, by hun, as th.

r 3:.....;4 of his blnud, to his Father and 2is Fatker—

o s Gon and bis Gop—inv ftrength is infufficicnt—
1y plijions fail—I drop the fizht 5 and, with ir, drop
the 1;.;.,;& il the long-withed dav hall come,
when we f5all fee no more throu"n a uhb darkly, bur
ochold, fole to face, the unipcea akable glories alrcady
poficiled by faints departed, and referved for all the
ielt—g lories which no mor:al cve hath {cen, nor ear
heard, ror tongue told, nor heart conceived. But
the dav haftens on that thall declare it all.  Letsall,
then, haflen towards 11, and mect it with becemine
ioy—And whatis ncccl".u'v to prepare us for it ? What
Lut to work the works of him that fent us while it is

Jay—Kknowing that the u.ght cometh when no man
€an vwork ? A M L N

AN,
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APPENDIX

THE things which follow, could not io
conveniently be brought into the Ser-
mon, and being thought by many who
have feen them, worthy of a place in
the public eye, they are here inferted
in detached numbers ; but the reader
may turn to them at the places where
theic numbers are referred to.

No 1,

LINES couprosED BY TH®

Rev. JOSEPH PRINCE,

on the lois of his fight R

at 1; -cavi +f a3e.

X OO0D lLord, reftore to me my fight ;
That I may clearly fee
The fun, 1n all 1ts burning beams,
Which brightly fhines on me,
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O how fhall I in darknefs hive,
Who once the lhiyrht did fee?
Bur, now from mie i1t 1s conceal'd

Contented I mult te.

Ah, now 1 never hall agamn
Bel.a?d the ﬁuning fwn ;

Wiich fends 1ts beam:: ali round the world,
Before 1ts fhimng's dosie!

The fight, itis a precious thing,
And pleafant 1or the eyes;
To fee the iun fending 1s tecams
Dowen {rom the lofty fhaes.

Shall [ in darkne{s live, who once,
Thole ghtt'nng flars did fee?

Ah! now the clouds {urround my foul ;
In dzrkneis I muft be!

Well, finze the Lord doti take away
The ﬁght of both mine eyes ;
O may [ now contented be,

And no: the rod defpife.

Anilidions may feern very hard,
\When firft Gop doth them lav .
Bat they are working for the beff,
And will ot laft olway.

Well, fince the darknefs 1s without ;
Let me have hpht within :
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That | may fee, 'us good for me
Afl:&ed 1 have been.

Though clouds all round me low'ring ftand
Lord gract that I may fay,

When finners take the nasrow path,
‘¢ They're 1a the rightous way.”

As | can panly teftify

That narrow path’s the beft;

Lord, give m= grace therein to walk,
Unui 1 be at reft,

Withia the paradife above,

Where chnitians happy be;
Thcugh her: I am, darkncfs, Lord,
There bid me hope to fee,

Now unto tae one Gop above,
(In perfons there are three)

Be blefling, glory, and renown,
Amen, fo et it be.
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No. Ii.

IT appears from fome parts of his Journal,
as well as from fome fheets handed in by his
Son fince hus death, that Mr. Prince had vro
fooner comxmenced preacher, than oppofition
met him both at home and abroad. This be-
gan 1n ConueQlicut : where, at that ume, the
laws were not a little fevere againft itinerant
preachers; and the magiftrazes no lefs officious
m puttng them in execution. Thefe did re-
peatedly make him their prifoner; at their
courts he was often arraigned for the attrocious
cnme of preaching the gofpel: he was always
found guilty ; and, amoang other punifhments,
he was ufually banithed the government: and
carried fromn couﬂabie to conitable, ’ull he
was brought to 1ts uimoft limit. Divine Pro-
vidence, however, overruled all thefe obftacles
to the furtherance of the gofpel. Mr. Prince’s
blindneis never hindered him to appoiut 2 num-
ber of umes for preaching at divers places on
his way : to fulfil thefe appontments, he need-
ed both a horie and a2 guwce: bur, deflitute
cf money to purchafe the cne, or kire ti\e o-
ther, he was often reduced to ftraits on the a
count of beth. It was a ftanding maxim with
hhm to follow the cloud of providence, but ne-
ver to out-run it. Confident that his Mafter was
never at 2 iofs for expedients to carry on his own
work, he waited calm and panent ‘ull he fhould
poxm out the way in which he muft go. And,
mn his record of thefe events, he remarks thh
grateful admiration, that in the officers that
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confined him, the Loxp furnified him both
with horfe and 'n.xdc at tle expence of govern-
ment ; 2nd vithout their know! edge or defign,
always cend: &ted kim wirh great cxadncfs o
the very placrs, and at the very tume 1n which
b= had appciiard te preach.

IT was a wery grievous arcumfltance
h:im, on kis retars irom thefe hoflile campaigas,
to find his heyered Vather had taken fo great

~flcnce at his attempting to preack, as to make
Lim 2n unwelcome gueft at home. Opprefled
with ferrow on heariag this, he retired to his
chzaaber : and, on his knees, implored his hea-
venlv Father 1o open the heart and houle ot
tonich:ady for his reception, whiie he theuld ftay
1 tow:i, now that he felt himfelf exiled from
las eartbly father's hoafe. e had not finithed
his praver, when a knocking was heard at the
door: he foon opeaed 1t lamfelf, and was ad-
¢refled by the brother of a werthy minifter of
the town, 12 terms to tins etfed : Nir. Prince,
inv brether 1s bound on a jouraey for three
week:, aad debires you to rupply hns pulpir and
vnake his heule your homz unuil he return; 1if
vou con'ent, you muft now go with mc—-l‘c
inftantly rcpued, I wiil go, rox I know the
Lo&p has tent vou. It was not long after,
that his Fatker flole into an cvening meeting
unknsswn ; and Learing his fon preach was 0
afledied, that he came to kim, faying, Joieph, 1
Was ongry with you—1 thouobt you had no
right to preach : new 1 am convirced that 1
was wrong—vou mav hive and prcach 2t my
houfe hencoforth whenever yeu pleale.

I

e ——
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No. 1iL

du Hymn cimpofed to be fumg on Nesvsear's Dar.

LORY to tne eternal Geo,
Who hath proclaini’d his name,
To be the Lord moft gracious
And meraful to men.

Glory t5 the eternal Gop,

For {paning me fo long,

When others 1n their bioam of yeuth
By death have been cut down!

How many thoufaxds the laft year
By death were inatch'd away !
And yvet the Lord hath {par'd me te

Another new-year's day.

O'! Come, my foul, Jehovah praife,
"T:ll ume fhail be quite o'er;

And then thy Gop wiil take thee home,
To praife forever more.

But fince this day begins the vear,
O! May I now begin,

To ferve the Lord with all mv heart,
And to detett all fin,
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idn HY M N to be fung after Sermon.

EACH down O! Lord, thine arm of grace,
And caveme to afcend;

Where congregations ne'er break up,
And Sabbaths have no end.

My ftay below is wearifome,
Lord Jetus ! fetch me home ;

Where I may fit and fing thy praifc
For wonders thou haft done.

G
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‘No. IV.

.’

AMoNG the remarkable deliverances which
he has recorded, and which it might be beth

' pleafant and prefitable to rehearfe, the limits to

which I muft confine this appendix, oblige me
to cc went myfelf with fele@ing one or two, viz.

BeinG called to preash in Durham, he tra-
velled wi:k 2 zuide from Bolton, in a feafon of
intenfe cuid, in February. At Ipfwich a young
man joined tem; and the guide ftopptag to
do fcme bufinefs at a thop, committed Mr.
Prince to the care of kLis fellow (raveller. This
man foon led him out of the pubix: road—and,
as if by defign, perfifted in it, notwithitanding
frequent remonftrances .vom Mr. Priice : unutl
a2 man, whe cafually metghem, aflured Lim he
was gone aftray feveral imiles—then the reach-
erous pilot forfook his truft, and Mr. Prince
wandered zbout alone, calling as he went,
fometimes on his Lorp and fumetimes on men
for help: 1n this his dark and difmal fituation
cne diftrefs was heaped on another; the keen-
nefs of the cold was greatly aggravated by the
violent gale cf wind, then blowing: by this
mezns his hat was carried off; but prudently
following the courfe of the wind, he was for-
tunate enough to find 1z, Hunger and thirit
foon after inpelled his horfe to flip from.- hig
bridle and defert his mafter: this almoft dif-
couraged him—but after hfting up his cries to
him who had ever been his Sun and Shield, ke
cefolved, by feeling for the tracks in the fnow,

d .
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to purfue his fugitive: 3 s direCted rightto ’
the fpot where he bad g@ queft of dnnk,
and chere he found and fecared him : at length |
'he difcovered a fence in his way. This he fol-{
lowed till he found himfelf furrounded by
woods, and finking in a morafs; here he !
thought” of nothing lefs than fpending one
night at leaft, and expe@ed no refource for an
elcape from perithing at once by hunger and
cold, unlefs he fhould fave his own life at the
expence of that of his horfe. The throme of |
grace, his ancient refuge, was now his refort |
anew : here he received frelh encouragement, |
and keeping his lefc hand on the fence .inftead
of the right, b; which he had held it till then, |
he turned his courfe towards the open country,
and fo proceeded, weary with walking, and
faint with inceffagficries for help, untilatlaft he
met a man who knew hif, and condu@ed him
back to a Minifter's houie in Ipfwich, after
wandering from ten in the morning till a little
before the fetting’ of the fun! There he was
comfortably refrcthed, and thefrkxe day his
own guide returned, and took him under con-
{voy to the place he had defigned. But, mark
“the divine Nemefis : The traiter who led him
aftray, foon after, going a voyage to' fea, was
put athore on .a defolate ifland, to fearch fgr
‘water : in the mean time a gale of wind fpryd$
up, which obliged the fhip to put to fea with-
" out him, and he was never heard of after-
walls ! - s ,
AFTER fettling with an'increafing family, in
New-Hampthire, he was o™en reduced to great

pu—y
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itraits for means 1§ fugeort them : On fome oc-
cafigre 1) ecial exigetfedes bro’t him to extremity ;
snd, it rehief did not very fpeedily appear, it,
mull ceire too late, bBut 1n the mcunt of dith-

“culty, the Lok p always appeared for hun: On

cne > thele occafions, a ngid cuaker, utterly a
ftraager, took ham and his tam?ly 1uto his heufe,
and bountifully maintamed them all, zrat:s, ! €
four months, and yet never heard him preach
before nor afterwards.---On anotner, wraiking
the ftreet in Portimouth, not Lnowmg how to
obtain a fupply, that was'then indifgentible, a
- perion unknown, {tepped him, anfl put a fum
of moeney 1nto his hand juft fumuent for pro-
curing what he wanted, and went off, withaut
checoiing to tell who he was : And fometime af-
ter, bcmg 1n great want of fugar, for a feafon
of pecuhar diitrefs-—he wefit to Bofton, and
applied to fome near relatives---but applied in
vain ; and, while he was wm'erﬁng with his
filter on the fubjedt, a Captain, jult grrived from
the \Veﬂ-h‘dles, came into the houif and told
tun he had brought him a prefent of 1ugarx
from a certain negro in the ifland, with w hom
Mr. PriNcE bad no acquaintance. i

A GrEAT number of tuch furpriling provi-
dences he has noticed, 1 which he faid his re-
. Refs * feemed to come right down from hea-
ven”---but I muft forbear, clcﬁng all with a re-
mark very ufual in his mouth--=* he that 15
““ difpofed! gratefully to notice the ways of Pro-

“ vidence, vii! never want fomething ro notice.”

&I N I S
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