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Which hope we have as an anchor of
the Soul, both [ure and [ledfaft,

and which entereth into that within
the vail,

OW beautiful and ftriking are the fig-
ures of facred writ! And kind were
the condefcenfions of its adorable Au-

thor in ufing them. In compaffion to the eye of
human intelle&, weak in itfelf, but made ftill wea-
ker by that guilty lapfe which at once extinguifhed
the candle of the LorD within, he never lets down

divine
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divine light upon it, without a veil—he ftoops to
talk with us after the manner of men. Intending
to enlighten the underftanding, while he reforms
the heart, he lowers fpiritual objeéls gently down
within the ken of mortals, Attentive to the ftate
of our fhattered faculties, he clothes, in a familiar
drefs, things which, if prefented in their naked ef-
fence, would rather dazzle than inftruét: Confci-
ous that their native luftre, infufferable to the fenfe
of creatures fo degenerate, would aftonifh without

entertaining, would confound, but not improve,

Osvrous is the occafion for this remark, fur-
nithed by the facred {cntence which ftands at the
head of this difcourfe. It carries an elegant allufi-
on to the HoLy or Hories in the Jewith temple.
That inmoft apartment of the venerable ftructure
was feparated from the reft, by a curtain of coftly
materials, and curious workmanfhip, which con-
cealed, even from the eyes of the pricfts who ferved
at the altar, the ark of the covenant, the throne of
mercy, and the other myfterious furniture of thag
moft holy place. Into it no entrance was permit

ted,
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ted, except to the H'igh Prieft alone; and he en-
joyed that priviledge, only on the day of the anni-
verfary atonement. This impenetrable recefs was
- formed as a type of heaven. Like it, that glori-
ous manfion of the Deity was veiled from human
fizht, not only by the film on the depraved eye,
but even by the darknefs of the fymbols then ufed
to reprefcac the object, and the weaknefs of the
mcans employed to cure and to aflift the fenfe. In-
viible was the hanl by which this veil was rent
fron top to bottom, and memorable the occafion
of it. It was at that awful hour, when the expir-
ing Jesus fimthed the typical difpenfation: and
having, together wich his life and foul, poured out
that precious all-atoning blood which cleanfeth
from all fin, he made his folemn entry into the
prefence-chamber on high; carrying with him the
indelible marks of that wondrous facrifice : in vir-
tue whereof he ever continues to fuftain the cha-
rater of the advocate of his redeemed, and the
High Prieft of their Profeflion.

THzNCEFORTH was the veil withdrawn. All the

glories of the heavenly houfc were open to the eye
of
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of faith; and all its blifs acceffible to believing fin-
ners in every clime. The everlafti g doors were
unbarred, and all nations invited to enter and par-
take of the unfpeakable enjoyments there; even as
the cities of refuge in the holy land, whofe gates
were never fhut, were ever bidding welcome to the
endangered fugitive, from whatever place he f] ped
his way. Stripped of the difguife of fhading types,
heavenly things are reprefented through a fair mir-
roir in the gofpel, and become the objects of moft
ardent defire.  Nor fhall the longing foul remain
unfatisfied. The paffage is opened by the great
Fore-runner. The way is made plain: and the
great realities of the houfe not made with hands,

may now be confidered as the objetsof norr.

It 1s in reference to this glorious truch, that the
Apottle here fpeaks of that within the veil. To fct
it in the moft pleafling light, he employs the affec-
ting figures in the text. Perufing it with attention,
we are made to contemplate the faithful foul as
fome ftately fhip, richly laden, failing for the fair

baven of celeftial bhiis: and after the tofings of
g

a
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a botiterous vova~e, fufely reaching the defired
port 1 Yes, cven before admittance into the har-
bour of reft, riding at anchor at the harbour’s
mouth, fecurely defving alike the roaring billows

and turrounding rocks.

T = anchor by which it rides is here explained
as the go/pel-bepe. This, to many, feems to point to
Csurist himfelt: and defervedly has he been fiyled
the believer’s hope; as his glorious righteoufnefs
and perfe mediation are the only juft ground of
any (inner’s hope of juftification and eternal life.—
In this view he is exhibited in the gofpel; and fo
may be called 2he bope fot before us: to him, as
fuch, the defpairing finner flecs for refugz : and on
him for this end the believer’s faith lays bold. Thus
an caiy feafe 1s found in that claufe of the tex:
whith tells us, that this hope cnteretqh into that

within we veil,

THis expafivon, however, will not exclude thit
which conflders hope in an obje&ive {enfl, as de-
roting the grood things hoped for, and to be calov-
ed withun the veil; nor inder our agrecing wity

B e
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the interpretcrs vwho choofe to explain -it of the
grace of hope itfelf; as a&uallv exeraifed in the be-
Lieving Lears; this may moft narurally be called a
bipe wiih we bave. Nor will s being faid o
enter within the veil, form any objedtion zpainft
this interpretation ; in as much as the oeds there

:

are reatized by 1t, and, by 2 happy anticipation, in

a micafure, already enjoyed.

NoT defigning ro wink out of iight either of the
other fenfes, we deem it fuir to give this early
warning, that it is to the laft we gi\'c tiie preicr-
cace; and to 1t mean chikflv to adhere 1 the fe-
qucl of this difcourfe.  In this view, then, let the
mecaning and propriety of the figures in the text be
laid open; that through them we may come at the
imorovensent now defigned.  And, for this pur-

p.;fc, {uffer me to confider

I. In what refpeces the fouls of belicvers hece

on carth may be compared to a Ship.  And

II. How the hope of the gofpel may be faid

to ferve that fhip as her fheet-anchor,

1. In
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I. In whar refpeéts they are fet forth by the

enblem of a suiIp,

Evipext it s, that fuch is the allufion defigned
in the text; fince that only can juftify the writer in
applying an cxcior to the foul. Anchors are a fort
of utenfils pecnliar to vefiels that float on the wate-
ry clement. ‘T what:ver objelt they are affigned
as a ncceflary appurtenance, that we are direted to
contemplate under the notion of a thip; under-
ftanding that appellation, in the mean time, as com-

ruon to all forts of veikls vied for navigation,
\

Nor can it reafonably be denied, that this whole
fpeech relates peculiarly to believing fouls, and that,
aaly during their prefent embodied ftate ; for of fuch
only can 1t be affirmed, that Gob has given them

the picmi ratified that promifc by en ocath—

and fecured them ffiong confelaticn thence, Ta
fuch only 1t belongs to bave fled to the gofpel-re«
J:ze—or laid hold of the hope there fet before them.
Thele alone can be faid to have that hope fure and
ftedfaft. None clfe can claim a fure intereft in
Jesus as entered into heaven for ticin, cither as

thewr
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their fore-reanziy or their bigh pric? s for, of thefe
two relations, the one funpoies followers, &ho oc-
cupy the way which he h:th clcared, and arrive at
he manfion which he has t2ken up for them; and
in the otier is implied, a connexion with a party
reconctied to Goo Ly his {acrizee, and preparing

tur glory by virtee of his intcrccilion,

Borwroy fhips and fouls no paraliel can be run,
with revard to any funilaricy in their natures, or
original frame. Theone isa piece of incrtmartter,
fahioned by human (Xill; tie other a fpiiic crea-
ted 1mumcdiately by the hand of the ALyicury o *
tnar is viidle and perifhing; this cannot be per-
ceived by organs of fente,~—nor fufier diffolution
at the death of the body, Simplicity of nature
muft ever enfure immereality 5 under agovernment
where the annibilavon of a .rcawed being can

take ro place. Y,

MNunmzrovs are tiie circumfances in which the
paraticl will hold 1 and in them the propricty of the
meotaghor 1s very apparent. Oa forne of thele,

then,

& Zech. 12. 1. 1 Mat. 10. 28,
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then, let us fix our contemplations for a moment,
And, on feme only. For the time would fail to
review the feveral parts of this curious machine,
and trace the beauty of accommodating their re-
fpedtive ufes to thoic of the facultivs of a rational
{oul ; or to the graces of one when regenerated and
fanctiiied by the spiriT of Gopo, Pleafant and
entertaining as it might be to confider how this
setaplovical fhip ules confcience for its helm—the
underitanding—judgment—and reafon for its mafts
—and muakes fails of its affetions :—How educa-
tion fuppites the place of carving and gilding ;—
how the paflions often founder it, by carrying too
niuch {ul ;—how pride overlets it, by rigging too
taunt—-or how aftumed profeffions deceive and
rain many, by hanging out falfe colours and failing
uinder a flae, under which they mean not to fight ;
—all fuch things muft now be waved. To enter
into them, muit be the labor of a volume, rather

than of a fingle difcourfe. Bus,

It is imneTible to avoid paufling, to admire the

excuileace of tiie nmoder of whis curious work of

God :
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God : furpaTing all the other known parts of the

lower world, as far as a well-built thip exceeds eve

¢iy oher woik of art performedd by nan.,

Nor can any words {ufficiently deplore that
guilty lapfe of human nature, by which this vefiel
of honor, was, at 1ts firft laurnching into the ocean
of life, dathed to picces on the rock of prefumpti-
on ;—and tacre, In an unhappy moment, caft away,
and condemned as utterly uniit for {ervice ! Alas!
Adam, how poor a pilot is :an! And how great
the hazard of trufting Lis foul to his own keeping,

at his beft eftace.

- How glorious, then, was the grace of the genera
ous owner; that, intead of fetting fire to the wreck,
as mizht have been expelted, was pleafed to refolve
on repairing its ruins: and, that although he wcll
knew the {cheme of re-building this would coft in-
finitcly imore than building a new one.  That could
have been done by a word : this muft expend the
beft trcalure in heaven. It muft coft the life of the
great proprietor’s enly ard well-srLovep Soxn. O,
aftonithing love! that could fet {fuch value on a

thin g
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thing now become unworthy of his care; fitted on-
Iy to be left the darkfome den of wild and furious

bealts, or the dreary abode of every unclean bird !

FrowM the refources of power and fkill in that
Holy Spirit, who was the divine undcrtaker of this
work, as well as from the infinite price laid down
to defray the expence, reafcn would conclude that,
in re-buildiny the moral powers of a foul depraved
and fhipwrecked in Adam, but redeemed by Cbri?,
no pains will be fparcd—no part overlookel—nor
any thing omitted which was neceffary to finith a-
ncw this wonldrous picce, oa which Jedovasd’s
heart was fo ftrangely fet; and to make the alory
of the fecond firucture greater than that of the fisft,

Nor was the expetation difuppeinted. For ev-
ery material was purchafed by IMmManvEL’s blood ;
and i1s now laid in bountifully by the gracious ow-
ner. The Almighty Spirit begins the building ;
every piece is hewn by the law in a work of con-
viftion—every faculty purged from fia and guilt
by the great atonement, received by faith—every
plank bent by the fire of diving love—all renewed

and
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and fitted to their place and ufe, by the invincible
energy of fovercign grace ; and the fabric finifhed
in every part according to the model drawn in the
council of peace—and publifhed in the golpel—
which is now opencd on the mental eye by divine
illumination, willingly received inte the heart, and
leaves its imprefs and nmage there. It is true, ia
regeneration nothing is perfected to the degree fi-
nally intended ; the progreilive work of fin&iﬁcati—
on is ftill wanted to finith all; yet, even in this
firlt a of omnipotent grace, the principle of every
holy and virtuous excrcife is fupplied, and every

part of the new cteature formed.

- DesTINED for a voyage every way important,
and in feas where many dangers muft be faced ;
this new-built vefTel will find nothing more needtul
than a good b¢:tom. If faith is not of the right
fort—if its articles, which ferve as planks and tim-
bers to the fhip, are rotten, or unfound at heart—
if they are not confitent with each other, and fha-
ped fo as to fay compaftly together; or—if cach is
not well fecured by bolts of the durable metal of

cteonal
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eternal truth, brought from the mine of divine re-
velation—and if all is not caulked by the powerful
cement of divine love and redeeming blood ; in a
word—if Curist is not the fole fcundation, and
his finilhed rightcoufnefs the grand fecurity, on the

flightelt ftrokes of trial the feams open, or the vefiel
bilges, and all on board is loft.

By ative converfion the redeemed foul is launch-
ed into the deeps. From that hour fhe begins to
r.iove in a new element. The farther fhe proceeds,
e greater depths furround and amaze her. Depths
of divine counfels now appear, hitherto unknown,
and ftill unfathomable by any creature’s line ;—
depths of latent corruptions within herfelf territle,
yet unexplored ; every glympfe of which, at once,
humbles and affrights ;—dcpths of divine Provi-
dence, too, where mercies and judgments—dangers
and deliverances rife up to view, and all appear

myfterious and inexplicable. She floats on an o-

cean of trouble and diftrefs. Here, temptations fet

fire to the appetite there, the worms of re-
nuining corruption gnaw through the re:olution,

~ C or
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or deftroy the bottom. Anon, divine decfertions
leave her loft in the fogs of darknefs, doubts and
fears—deep calls unto deep. Dangers croud thick.
Woes tread on each other’s heels ;—and wave fol-
lows wave !—Nor let us think our difafters fingu-
lar, becaufe we meet with thefe. From all expe-
riences of this fort none is exempted who tries the
ocean-fwell. If they are mitigated, let our thank-
fulnefs encreafe: and when the trouble becomes
heavier—let it wean us more effectually from all
below—and kindle in our breafts more ardent long-
ings for the fweet fercne above. Nor may the
chriftian repine at his afflictions :—he could not do
without them :—no mean is oftener made effetual
to break the force of inbred evils, and lay idols in
the duft; even as the boiling of the furnace while
it keeps the metal in commotion—feparates the
drofs—and the unceafing trouble of the reftlefs o-
cean is neceflary to keep its waters pure. Con-
. templating the ficklenefs of this inconftant world,
let us not overlook the ufeful inftructions we may
gather from it. Whilft we behold it like the unquiet
ocean 1n perpetual flux, now flowing, and now eb-

bing--«



[ 19 ]

bing—we know not how ;—at this moment rifing
to the higheft pitch; and falling, the next, to the
loweft degree, we cannot tell why ;—let not a prof-
pc.;rous tide of fortune puff us up—nor carking
care torment us when dejefted. Equanimity, in

all cafes, becomes the man who owns a Providence.
| He knows that the God who fets bounds to the
foaming deep, can quickly change the horizon—
and will not fail to limit his diftrefs and comfort
with the exacteft fitnefs,

Bounp to take her trial on this reftlefs element,
the fthip we confider, muft not only be furnifhed
with upper works fuited to fuch a bottom; but
provided too with every needful inftrument, before
fhe puts to fea. And, O! what kind attention has

her gracious owner paid, -that nothing neceffary
be lacking.

A Compafs, rightly touched and incapable of va-
riation, is afforded in the facred fcriptures ; and by
this her way may be fafely directed in the darkeft
night. By divine illumination the believer is fur-
nifhed with a Quadrant, by which to take the fun,

. and
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and cnabled thus to difcover his own latitude, or
ditance from the Zie of reditude and ftcady light ;
buz in vain fall the moft experienced feaman ap-
piv tas excelleat infirument, unles the fun fhines,
aid the horizon is clear. Ah'! how many hath
atan doecoved to accept of his pilotage, and fteer
by Liis coreciion, until he had led thom far out of

har courte, and tolled them on to the mouth of
tac calph of deipondency—where nothing appear-
¢l but roclis on one hand, and quick-fands on the
cther :—and all this by hic having firft perfuaded
them 1o necledt the ufe of their quadrant to exam-
e and mack their true fituation, whilft the fun of
ri;areouineil fhone bright on their fouls: and thenby
uring them to draw hafty conclufions from the fail-
ure of all attempts to ufe it—when clouds and dark-
nc® are round about them b The Spy-glafs of faith
i v ferve to difcover the afpeéts of the ftarry hea-
vons—todefery the approaches of an enemy—and to

oo nesr <he laad dhat is far o, WhLilt the

O

meens of fell-cmamination fupply the believing foul
wita a Loz-lie and Lead, by which it may daily
fouad tie watsi—--tay el account of s way,

and
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end find its longitude, and diftance, both from the
place of its departure, and the defired port. Long-
ing expectation of the bleft moment of arrival there
fets up a Sand-glefs, by which we arc taught to
mark the hours as they pafs—to redeem the time—
knowing we muft reckon for it—and fenfible that
nat onc hour muft pafs unmarked in the journal of
our voyage. Hcreby we are admonifhed of the
minute when the wasch muft be renewed ; left the
ftcers-man fleep—the hands flacken their diligence
in durv—rthe veffel lofe its way, and ftorms or ene-
mies catch her unprepared.  Precious time! how
hafty thy flight! And how important too : an eter-
nity depending on every waving of *hy wing ! O,
that chriftians would more fteadily confult their fal-
ling {ands, and renew their watch more frequently !
Words cannot exprefs whai many have loft by an
vawaschful heur.  Ah! David, for this thy peni-
tential agonies ! and, Peter, thy throbbing heart and

bitier weepings, paid down for this a painful price

Bur to try the Pump, will be no lefs neceflary
at every hour, than it is to fhift the watch at the ap-

pointed
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pointed moment: and for this purpofe, the eye of fin<
cere repentance, which goes down to the bottom of
the heart, and weeps out the ftinking bilge-water
of every luft; anfwers as the Pump-rod, which firft
defcends and difcovers the ftate of things within ;
and then fetches up, and cafts out, what may have
lcaked there unperceived ;—but would foon gain
head and fink the veffel, if negleted.

Ix the ocean of life, where we fall in daily with
fo many fail, fteering different courfes, O that chrif-
tians would copy the faithful, but bold benevolence
which feamen fhew to feamen, of all countries, and
under all colours! With what prudent kindncis,
then, would they hail each other—and know their
deftination. How readily would they anfwer to thofe
that afked them whither they wre bound.—-How
modeftly would they give account of their fetting out
—of their adventures, of the ftate of their cargo, and
offer areafon of the hope that is in them, with meek-
nefs and fear!* ‘To cnable believers thus to become

helps, directors, and comforters to one another—

and

® 1. Peter 3. 135,
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and thoroughly to furnifh them for every good work
~—their gracious owner hath put on board, a Silver<
Trumpet ; which never gives a falfe, nor an uncer
tain found : the Gofpel will tell the glad tidings to
all that come within reach. It will fpeak a lan-
guage which believers, of all nations—and parties,
will underftand. In that fpeech of Canaan, they
all may converfe together ; however they differ in
other matters : and all that underftand it will be
pleafed to keep company, to hold communion with
cach other, as far as the feafons and their abilities
will admt,

ARr:s, too, arc neceflary for the fecurity of the
voyage : and fee how completely the owner has
equipped the fhip at his own expence! We find an
inventory of the armoury drawn out and left on
record. ( Eph. 6. 14—18.)

But all would fail, if a cable and anchor were
not allowed : and the text informs us, that the
grace of hope fupplics the place of the one ; ay
that of faith ftands for the other,

Tuvs

-
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Trus completely furnithed for a voyage, this
goodly fhip takes in her lading. The various gifts
and graces of the Holy Ghafl—the hopes and com-
forts arifing from their exercifes—the bracelets—
the lignets—the flafis—the evidences and manifeft-

ations of divine favor

gold tried 1n the fire *—
goodly pearls {elected from the treafure of unfearch-
able riches in Chrift t—anl, in a word, all the fpecial
furniture—privileges—enjoyments—and expericn-
ces of the true believer, bought for him by the
blood of his dying Redcemer, are now put on
board by the hand of the {pirit of fanétification : by
whom, at the fame time, every needful ftore is laid
in, by the precious promifes and glorious truths of the
gofpel ; of which a fpirit of praycr and faith keeps
the key: and on which the believer may fare
fumptuoully every day, and drink the waters of life
freely. T Whilit the natural faculties and moral
powers, bcing all fanétificd, voluntarily enlift-
ed in the fervice of God, and freely dedicated to

his ufe—are now fhipped as hands on board.
Bounp

® Rev. 3. 13. + FEph.s. 8. Mat. 13. 43.
} John 7. 37 Ruev. zz. a7,

{
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Bound for the New Jrorusarea, the celeftiai
city of the living Gon, the foul thus equipped, re-
ceives failing orders by the infpired oracles; which
command her to forfake all—to deny herfclf—to
take up her crofs and follow the Lamb vhitherfo-
ever he gocth : fhe waits but for a wind. Wrthout
this the cannot move : nor will the truelt heim,
or ableft ftecrs-man be of any fervice.  If {incerely
defirous to proceed, the will take care to have ail
things in readinefs—all hands on board—waiting,
and wifthing for the favorable breeze. Idark, tie
humble cryv, forc and aft, < Awake, O! North
¢¢ wind—-blow thou South I Come, thou breath
¢« from the four winds.” O, firs! Were we in
earneft for the voyage, we could not forget our ab-
folute need of the fpecial influence of the Holy
Spirit. Nor thould we be found loitering, or off
our duty. Pravers would afcend, with every
breath, that the heavenly gale might fpring up.—
How carcfully fhould we follow our prayvers with
watching :—-héedfully marking every appearance
of the tky, how gladly fhould we fcize the firft {a-

vorible moment, when the iong withed opportuni-

D ,. ty
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ty of fetting f2il is put in our power! Fager for
departure v.e could not conient to lofe one minute

of fuir wind.

Witaovt this difpofition all the former pre-
parations were vain and fruitdels.  The neglet
of one fuch feafon may prove the lofs of the voyage.
Ai! how maay neglizent fouls have been made
fotely to fmart for this, whillt remaining wind-
bound for many years. Yes, on this very account,
every age is furnifhed with the fad fpectacle of
numbers of unhappy wretches, who ly faft moored
1 fin and unbelicf all the days of their lives. For
the {ailor, who had flept or ftraggled while the fair
wind laited, to hoift all fails, and heave up when

he gale is over, is labor no lefs vain and ufclefs—
than is the fatigue of the loiterer, who travels to
the place of” embarkation, in order to take his paf-
fage afier the veﬂ'.cl is gonc to fea. O that all might
remember, then, the blefled tydings, bebeld, now is
¢oe accepted time ! Bebold, now is the day of falva-
¢ien!*  Improve the day of grace :—it flies on the

wings

& 2, Cor. 6 2,
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wings of time :—Once gone, 1t returns no morg
for ever ! He that comes a minuge after it expizes,

comes too late !

Noxr may the faireft gale entice the foul to {ea,
un:il the heaverly pilot is ient for, and taken on
board. Blefitd jcfus! Without thee we can do
nothinz. To thee muft we turn our eyes in every
difficulty : and cry in thine ear on every appearance
of danger. Thou alone, by thy Holy Sgirit muft be
the pilot! thou canft fteer us fafe thro’all the rocks
and quick-fands in our way. We dare not truft ano-
ther at the helm. How kind was the promife that,
when we pals thro’ the wal;ers, thou wilt be withus §

—how gracious the word that engages thou wilt ne-

ver leave nor forfake us ! ¥——Accept this faithful
guide, my brethren ; leave it entirely to his care ta
fhape your courfe, and fteer your feeble bark : nog
dread the greateft dangers while he fits at helm :--
for no latent rock efcapes his eye: no ftorm can
thake his fteady hand ; nor any danger furpafs **

kill. — ’

THE.

e 43+ 2o 1 Heb. 13 Sa
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T'urc hour come, and all in readinefs—the Pilot
'wives the fignal—-the anchor is weighed, and fhe
proceeds to fea. Nothing can furnifh an obje&
ritore picaiing to the eye, than a gallant thip under
fail, fwceping the placid furface of the deep, f'anﬁcd
b afairand gentle breczz:  unlefs the holy foul,
it reprefents, fprealing every fail for heaven ; whilft
kinlly gales of the fpirit of all grace fwell them as
they fpread, and benign beams of the fun of right-
coufncfs gild and brighten all the {cene. Such
H:lcyon-days are ipdulged, fome times, to the
young convert at the beginning of his voyage. O
improve them, my young friends, whilft they laft !
Thefe are the times for laying up againt a coming
chznge. For, ah! the treachery of our hearts
quicily perveres the favor into an occafion of fpi-

"‘! !‘u’t

’-blu -y

1 pride.  Sce, the colors of open profeffion dif-
plored '—zthe fircamers of confidence fly in the air!
Vithing o look mere lofty than others, we hoift
‘top galizats—-ict our reyals—and affett to infult,

natr) U than ride on waves fo far below. Alas! how

cen ovcxlct, in a vain-glorious

moment : ynd 11 ¢

- the orice of that in-

folence
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folence of heart that difdained to ftoop to propore
qion the fail to the ballaft !

THis abufe of mercy could not hope to efcape
the All-penetrating eye: and the golden feafon
fuddenly expires! A dead calm fucceeds! The
poor felf-admirer lays down his head in the lap of
fome bewitching Dalilah ; and her fyren-fongs lull
" him to fleep. Now all graces lic dormant. Means
arc loft upon him. Nor word, nor ordinance can
do him any good. The rolling billows ferve but
to rock his flumbers. Unmindful of her helm the
" fhip gains nothing a head. Could confcience now
obtain a hearing, all hands viould foon be roufed to
make ready for a ftorm: the leifure of this calm
would not thils confume away in carnal floth. No!
In@ecad of this, the real believer, finding himfelf
becalmed, begins more than ever to look out.———
Now is his time for examining the ftate of his
ftores and cargo—-for patching his fails, and {pli-
cing his rigging. Now we behold him employing
his fpy-glafs to {ec whether the coaft be clear : a-
nen he is found bufied in revifing his journal and

&

adjufting
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adjulting his reckoning :---now plying his quad-
rant, and then comparing the obfervations of the
day. O! firs, did we employ the hour of trah-
quility as we ought; how little thould we have to

fear from a change of weather ! And, lo!

A change is near. While all hands are folded
in fecurity—-and peace and fafety fill the dream of
all ; a contrary wind is fent : difficulties arife : op-
pofition fprings up, perhaps, where lcat fufpetted.®
And adverlity muit teach us to lower thofe fails,
which, in a fairer feafon, had been fpread on pur-
pole to be applauded. ¢ Is not this great Baby-
¢ Jon which I have built ? ”’---was once the vain
boaft of huinan pride: and ¢ Thy dweliing fhall
¢ be with the beafts of the field, until thou know
- ¢¢ that the MosTt Hich ruleth ;” was the fentencg

inftantly patft, and inftantly exccuted upon it. {

HuMmsLineg providences, however, are not de«
figned to drive men from duty. Wil the faithful
mariner hand ail fails, lafh the liclm, and let his veficl

drive,

¢ g Thefl. 5. 3. { Dan. 4. 23,
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«irive, only becaufe the wind is not fair? No! Rea
folved to lofe no opportunity, he will make the beft
of every breeze.  He will trim the fails to the wind
—and kecp his courfe as near as he can; though
not {o near as he gladly would. And fhall the be-
liever take the dumps—and think of quitting his
poft----or reftraining prayer before God, merely
becaufe he finds fome hardthips in the one, and neo
anfwers from the other ? Blufn, O truant, to hLear

thy cenfure from a fa’lor’s better conduct !

Nor is the inftability of time-ferving profeffors
alefs melancholy obje®, than the cowardice of fome
believers.  They veer with the wind.  Having no
certain point of deftination fixed in their own view,
they are found now ftanding one way, and anon the
reverfc. Deftitute of every other maxim than that
of making the wind fair ; tiwy are fcen always to

run before it wherever it blows.

NorT fo the refqlutc {caman, heaven-ward bound :
his eye is on his coapass; and by it he fteers.---
With the Bizre in his hand, ke goss not to Coun-
ails, Conclaves, nor Po:catates of earth to learn his

("’P."!{.



€32 ]
eteed, or duty. Difdaining to be the dupe of pops:

ularity, he will neither embrace opinions, becaufe
they are in fathion---nor trim his principles, to the
tafte of the times---nor follow the multitude to do
evil. Undaunted by oppofition; he will cleave tn
the dictates of that facred book ; and leave the iffve
with the Lozp. Reiting in the confideace tha,
whatever be the appearance of difficulty for the
prefent, the true chriftian is fecured on the whole;
he fteadily puriues his courle ; quicting his heart
with the periuaion that a faint indeed will never
fail of finding a trade-wind to heaven ; and all fhall

work togeticr for the good of his voyage.  But,

Nort {rom winds and feas alone do the believer’s
difficulties often fpring.  The time is a time of war,
The fcas are foul. Whiie the faint holds on his
way, harmles as the dove, bencvolent to all, and
gladly embracin s each rifing occafion of doing good
to every ob’ct within his rcach: Behold ! Nation-
al enemies give chae; and, 4f he cicapes their
hands, no fvoner i1s Le got civar, than he falls in
with a pirate; fiie faiis under friendly colors; until

all
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all his fuipicions are lulled afleep ; and then, inan
unfufpeiting moment, fhe bears down and actually

boards him! Thus have fatan and his party been
accuftomed to decoy unwary fuuls, until they have
them grappled ; aad no hope remains in flight.
The fair deceitiul enfign is fpeedily exchanged for
the bloody Ragz: and £12¢4, or diz is the only zliers
rative. O what need have all to wasch and ray !
Sazan is not yet chained to his pit. 1’55 no tine
to put off the harnefs.  Expericace bids you truit
nd colours.  Keep your decks clear of the incun-
bering lumbcer of lufts and cares : your gunslox!-
ed with the ammunition of goiiel-truth and gof-
pel promifes, brought from the divine laberatory «:¢
eternal wifdom and grace; by the Holy Spirit :---
An:l every maa in his quarters ; every faculty anl
every fenfe in its place, and fixed on its proper ob-
jet: for,” before you are aware, the chain-fhot of
fome horribic temptation may hull the fhip---difa-
ble the mafts---deftroy the rigging---or endanger
the magazine! AW firs! How dreadful the {cene,
which fea-fights oft prefent! How fholking to fee
the f22ely thip oeiny o the bottom---or faliing be-

I fore
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&re the devouring flantes: while the dejjairing
crew, with the dire flrick, are found, now runniag
frantic among dccks and fhrouds---now cafting
themicives on the mercies of the {ras---here catch-
iny hotl of 2 broken maft---and there drinking
death from briny waves ! What mortal, unagpailed,

furvevs tae fcuppers runcing with human gore----
the headlefs runks---thie foatrered lmbs---difinem-
bered carcafes? Who can muufier hardihoed fuffi-
cieat to iupport the horrors of thundering cannon
~--falling mafls--cuplodirz g magazines--and {cream-
g mulitudes blown up into air.

Yer, in all cicle diealivl things, nothing:is
mingied which {Lould afiricht the real believer.
In the feverelt confliét of temprations, though the
troop may forr a feafon overcome himy, and the faint
may fuiicr wounds; yct the weakeft of that name
fhzli overcome at the lalt. The Caprain of his fal-
vation lives, and is at hand! Fight on, fight on,.
then, ye chriftian warriors ! Tough hills amidit
the fcas be caft; nothing can deftroy you : an hair
fhall not fall from your heads to your hurt. Ty

not
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not afide your armour. After every wound, copy
the great Framinoxnpas: call for your fhield,
Let it never be faid that you flinched from your
colours in the hour of danger, or quitted ycur poft
to an enemy ; when you need only lift a cry to your
heavenly Ganerar ; and your foes-fhall be fcatter-

e, even by his look,

Wiy calamities are fent to diftrefs the guilty,
f-1dom do they come fingle. The encnﬁy 1s fled,
“ts true; the combat is over, and you rejoice !
R yoice, however, with fear.  For, fee, the clouds
alrvady begin to lour! The waves look all on fire !
Hollow winds bellow; and the tempeft growls in
the iky ! Every fign declares a ftorm athand.  Per-
haps a hurricane !---Suddenly the billows rife----
they foani---they run mountains high! They dath!
They break ! How dreadful the chafims that open
between them,---yawning ta devour! Hark, the
awful found, that ftrikes the aftonifthed ear! ’Tis
the artillery of heaven difcharged. Mark the red
itathes, burfting open the doors of the clouds, and

retting the borizon all on flane! The gale en-

creafes ¥
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creales! The torrents pour from on high! And
the foaming furzes fweep the decks and make free
paffagz over the heiplels bak ! And now do the
poor fulors exiibic the affeéting {cene; which Da-
vid once painted, 1a fuch glewing colours 1n the
1o7th Plalm,  Now they mount up to the heavens;
and now go down to the loweit deeps: their fouls
-

melted becaule of trouble : they reel, they ftagger,

and are at their wits’ end !

Trus has a publiccalimity fometimes made the
{toureft hearts of {unts to treble for the ark of
G.,d.  Thus has apiivare yudament {tripped a Jon
o all that was dear, and laid Lim naked on adung-
hill : And thus did the frown ot the Most HicH
gull a Davip from the throne: and compel him
to traved for his Life, bare-foot over Kidron, weep-
inr as he went. Ah! my dear fricnds, my heart
biccds to tiink what tc;*npc‘f’cs have beat upon fome
of you alrcady: And how many they have reduced
to 1 micrable wieek, beicaved of the deareft and
b:X beioved of their enjoyments!! Such, and
more direful, 1s the frorm which is now pourc

Jovn
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down upon the mournful train before me ; and fuch

the ruins which already mark its courfe.

ITow much of the duty of thefe trying feafons
might chriftians learn from the meafures taken on
board of a fhip. Do feamen, then, fpread all their
fails, and afic& to fhow to advantage? Nay:
I.ven nature teaches them that feafons of judgment,
or correction, are no time for gaycty. On the con-
trarv, all hands are now called up to reef---to furl,
to hand the fails which can be taken in confiftently
with fafety to the fhip: hatches are barred down---
deadlights faftened---decks cleared----and every
thino made faft. Safety and deliverance now is
the fum of every wifh: fo far as this permits, in-
deed, the fhip will be made to bear up and keep
her courfe---thewing fome fail as long as thatis
practicadle s bur, when no progrefs can be made
this way, the weary :uartaers will try to Jye fo; if

that expedient fails, they wiil lay the fhip @

Eull: and at laft, the encreafinx violence of the
<

tenpelt oft compels them to yield themfelves
up to its force ; and conient to betake themfelves

tac
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to flight, they fcud before a power which they cane
not refift.  And does it not well become a creatuse
thus . . fall down when his maker cometh out a-
gainft him? Did heathen failors caft over-board
the wares, to fave the lives in Jonah’s thip ? And
fhall the prefeded chiriftian roll any luft, as afweet

moriel under his tonrue; in the day when winds
blow and tempeils beat from heaven againft him ?
Ah'! the hardnefs and pride of the unhumbled heart !
*Tis dreadful to behald farers ftiffening their necks
as an iron {inew wien every thing around them is
caliing them to bow ; boldly erefting a brow of
brafs when their faces fhould rather be covered with
thame--and themiclves in the duft, proftrate at the
feet of an anzry Goo, crying unclean! unclean ]

Gob, be merciful to us finners !

L

Flince the Father of 1::ercies, who never afilicils
willingly, nor grieves, for nought, the children of
aen, is morally conflrained to deal out heavier
blows. Tolay afpiring worims, where worims fhould
Yye, new tryais burft upon them. A {udden gut,
.1 2 memens, lays the fhip on beam-ends! Come

hither
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hither now, ye mockers, who make light of facred
things. See, how the courage of the hardieft fails.
Religion alone can give calmnefs andfortitude at this
erifis.  Awful fituation! Should afingle butt ftart,
what power could fave? Obferve how they ftare:
watching the next wave! And, O! it comes rolling
and roaring big with their fate! The ftouteft failor
cries for mercy now. Dut, alas, that all this thould
be required to bring finners to their knees! No
wonder if fatan tell you it is now too late: For
who can fpeak a word of comfort to the wretch who

has defied heaven to the lait ?

BuTt, O! the aftonithing goodnefs of the Lorp.
Againft the prayer of the deftitute he will not fhut
his ear. In the mount of danger, furprizing mer-
ey is difplayed. The great commander of the fea
awakes. All nature ftands in awe. Ocean hears
his voice. PEACE---BE STILL,---YE BOISTEROU3
waves! The word no fooner iffues from his hea-
venly lips, thanthe veffel rights again! The tem-
pefts ceale to roar. The boiling billows lye flill
and fleep. The feeble fhip, aftonifhed to fee her-

felf
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felf fill preferved, goes on her way rejoicing ! And
now, letall hands join in addrefling a folemn thank.
offering to the Alinighty Sovereign of the mair,
who fpeaks, and it is done. The feas obey his nod,

and ftormy winds fulfil his word !

So, jult fo, if prile, or other lufts forbid the
chriftian to bow to the correcting rod ; fome fudden
awful fall fhall bring him down : fhall raiic a tem-
peft in his confcience which no power in naturc can
with-ftand---and none but the voice of Jesvs can
allay. This will Jower his towering hopes, and
ftrip cff the plumes in which he glittered fo gay.
¢ Behold he prayeth”---will be the confequence.
The heavenly pilot then fpeaks Peace! The re-
viving heart feels the joyful found. And O, how
glad---how thankful---but, at the fame time, how
humble-—-tender---watchful may we expeét to fee

hin through tiic remainder of his vovage.

SoMETIMES, after many a ftorm is weathered, and
many a battic foughs, a fingle leak comes near to
breaking up the voyage: happy for the mariner, in
fuch a cafe, if he is permitted to put in to iome

Lafe
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fafe harbour by the way ; where he may over-hawl
and repair his fhattered bark. And who that reads
the Bible, dces not know, that, amid the moft
pompous reformations in every other point, one
luft fpared will fink the foul to ruin; as furely as
one lcak will carry down the fineft fhip that ever
floated on the waves ¢ How neceffary, then, 1s it
for every profeflor to be much in felf-examiration s
often to try the pump---to fearch daily to the bot-

tom---and fee that no leak remains unftopped !

AT length, when ftorms have tried and fhewn
the pilot’s fkill, and ferenity proved the Sovereign’s
favor, the fhip-men deem that they draw nigh fome
land. The water has- changed its color: and
flights of land-birds are feen. Now every pulfe
beats high with expectation. Eagernefs blufhes on
every cheek, and every cye fparkles with joy. One
gets aloft after another, and the beft glafics on
board are tried. And when the word L.anp ! Lanp!
is heard from maft-head, what congratulations cir-
culate round the company ! What joyful acclama-
tions rife to the fkics !

E Svey,
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SucH, alfo, thould be the chrittian's longirgs fur
the defired haven: and fuch his joys at the appearance
of thofe fymprems which tcll him his weary vovage
is near its end. Nor could this fail to be the cafe
if all were right within. W hat is the dread of
decath, but the language of remaining guilt? Or,
what the fting of it, but fin felt yet lying at the

door ?

It is not, however, to be forgotten, that the
land may be in fight, and yet dangers not all over.
Hazard is doubied wiien fza-room is loft: Tlow
many have been fiin-wrecked at the mouth of the
harbour! Another gale may yet blow. Rocks ard
quick-fands, like Scyla and Charybdis, ftand threat-
ening o1 either &de---and feem to difpute the paf-
fage into port. Hence many fair profeflors, whe
once cver-toppzd and out-failed moft around them,
at laft come fhort---mifs the entrance---and found-
erin fight of the anchoring place! Hence, too,
fome rcal chriftians, who have weathered many a
ftorm ; by keeping a bad reckoning or a drowiy
watch, aie at the laft hour, reduced to the greateft

firaits
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ft-aits of thelr whole lives.  Some by neglefling to
heave d.e iced, to found their depth, before they
were 1w, have fallen among the breakers of ter-
ror and anguith ; and have gone to heaven by the
very gates of hell.  To this caufe chiefly we muft
aicribe the difference of iraives among dying faints
while we {ee fome, as peor, fhattered veflels, hard-
Iy towing into the harbour, wnder jury-mafls, and
lietle differing from a -wreck : and orhers coming
into port with -all {ails fpread----the colours of
profeflion difplayed, and the pendant of affurance
fiying. This differcnce, however, fhould not dif-
may the humblc penitent; ner form any objection
againft the power and reality of true religion; for,
like the company ia PauL’s thip, how various {ve-
ver their manners, their comforts, or their frames,
in one thing they all agree : tha:, in the iffue, all
fuch veflels as we have been confidering, and ail
that are embarked on board of them, fhall get fafe
to land,

Axp, then, O how joyfully do they come to
anchor within the vail! How fweet the welcome
that
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that falutcs them fiom the walls of the heavenly
city! How tender the embraces, the congratulati-
ons that are interchanged between them and the
encircling throng of faints and angels there! And
with what raptures do they join'them in raifing the
new fong of Mofes and the Lamb! O bleffed day |
Hail happy fouls ! —=DBut we muft now take leave
and lct them go on praiiing their glorious pilot’s
fkill, and re-counting the dangers which difplayed
it; while we return to the fecond head of this fub-

jeZ, namcly, to fhew that

II.  To all fuch flirs the bspe of the Goftel

Jerves as the fheet-ancher.

This is the principal figure in the text. The
application of it is no lefs neceffary to unfold the
ideas of the facred writer than that of the former.
But it is much more obvious and eafy. Our lubor
on this head will be dimin:fhed partly by the plain-
nzfs of the matter, and partly by the light refledied
on it by the foregoing part of the fubje&. Asimuch
has been andcipated there, that otherwife muft have
falicn to the fhare of this fedtion of diicourfe; o

the
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the neceflity of leaving time for the improvements
demanded by this mournful occafion, will conftrain
me to touch the reft with a lighter hand.

Amoxc the implements neceffary to be put on
hoard of this metaphorical thip, on its being rebuilt,
and previous to its being fent to fea, we co..ider-
ed the anchor as one of the chief. Nor will this be
difpuzed by any perfon verfed in the important bu-
fincfs of navigation. 'What owner would confent
to venture his fhip to fea without an anchor 2 What
maiiner would wifh to rifque his perfon on board
one that had none? And, if any fhould, what
fate may he expcct when on a lee-thore, among

rocks and breakers, in the midft of a ftorm ?

WHaart the anchor is to the fhip, that will the
genuine hope of the gofpel prove to the believing
foul. The candid hearer will permit me in this
place to refer him to the feveral fenfes in which this
hane kas already been expounded; and efpecially
to t" it feafe to which the preference was then giv-
it Iinean that waich confidered 1t as a grace
wrought in tie heart of the regenerate by the fpi-

rit
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rit of God; whereby he firmly expeéts the full en-

joyment of cternal glo:y on the foundatior laid in

the gofpel.

Tur propriety of cxprefling this hope by the
figurc in the text will ealily appear; if we confider
the following circumltances wherein the refem-

blance evidently holds.

1. LKE an anchor, itis formed out of the moft
foild and durable materials. The fubftance of
things hoped for is fuch as thall out-laft all fublu-
nary worlds ; and the fpiritual principle of vital ho-
Iinefs, of which this hope 1s an affential part, is
called in fcripture a divine nature: and if divine,
then incorriptible and immortal.  This foundnefs
is requifite to render it a work worthy of the gloris

ous, almighty aruft who produced it,

2. As the anchor is ufelefs unlefs well-faftened
to te calle; anl thereby firmly attached to the
fhip; fo the Lope of glory, however bright and
Joyful, can avail nothing to the foul in the times of

need; if 1t is not inmediately conne&ed with a
gofgel-faiib:
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gofpel-faith : as by that grace alone the obje&t and
foundation of this hope is realized and chofen:
without faith our hope degenerates into prefumpti-
on: it will perith in the day of uial; and lcave the
hypocrite who chenithed it, afbamed at the laft.

3. AncHors fhould not be caft at random:
care is neceflary firft to have the cable clear and
difentangled ; caution to examine whether weeds
or wrecks are in the way, to make tiic anchor foul,
and keep it from penetrating to the true bottom:
and knowledge to difeern the difference between
good holding-ground, and foft mud, or loofe de-
ceitful fands. And, truly, the hope of hcaven
which is rathly taken up in indolence,---fuunded
in ignorance of the truth as it is in Jefus,--or fixel
on any fand-banks of our own works, or purpofcs
of works, will furely perith with its poffefior in the
The defts of the rock---the wounds
and fufferings of that facrificed Lamé of G b which
taketh away the fin of the world---is the only ground

day of evil

where we can let go the anchor of ourhope. Tle
all-fufficient rightcoufncefs of Crrist, made over,

and
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and imputed, by the free grace of Gon, to every
believer, is ground that will hold when ¢very thing

. elfe fhall prove but finking fand.

4. ANCHORS, thus caft, fwim not on the fur-
face of the waters: they take hold of fomething
out of fight. And, thus, the hope we now con-
template, enters into that wichin the vail; and faf-
tens on glories no where to be found, but in the

Holy of Ilolies in the templcon high: there it finds

~ both its obje&, and its ground ; its oje?, in aGop

in CHR1sT, reconciled and to be enjoyed: its ground,
in that fullnefs of the Godhead which dwells in the
Redeemer bodily; and from which, by virtue of
his perfect rightecoufnefs, he derives to every be-
liever conftant {upplies; according to the extent of

his capacity and the demand of his wants.

§. Howrpixc on fuch ground, the anchor is
trufty and will not deceive. It was made to ride
out every ftorm.  Having fufficicnt fcope of cable
paud out, it wiil be found fure and fiedfaft, in the
ftrongcft current and the hardeft gale.  Juft fo the

Gofpel-kope, thus founded on Curist, will fup-

port
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port the foul, when all the fuperficial works of fan
cy, when extacies, enthufiattic vifions, and ima-
gined revelations are ftruck adrift, when hypocri-
Ty finks, and oftentatious zeal is fwept away. The
comforts fuggefted by this glorious hope will ftay
the fheering fhip in the hardeft flaws or moft rapid
eddies : yes, thefe can buoy up the cable of faith
to full affurance, that affurance to the peace that
pafleth all underftanding ; and this peace to the
joy unfpeakable and full of glory. When frames
have flagged, and the feeling fenfe of divine things
is loft and gone; this hope holds faft, and by it the
belicver rides triumphant---and will ride unul i
draw the veflel home with it; into that within the
vail : until it warp the foul away, beyond the reach
6f ftorms, altogethér tp to the celeftial fhore:---
and there leave it fettled in the calm enjoyment of
everlafting peace.

Frawmes are fickle, and joys are flattering things 3
but he that has this hope founded on CarisT,---«
this anchor caft according to the gofpel ; need not

fear a change: dangers cannot ‘reach him: death
G itdel
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itiLi can do him no harm.  Wha the apoftle fuys
-of charity, its fifter and infeparablc companion, *
may be affirmed of the grace of hope, whether there
be prophccies, they fhall fail; whether there be
tongucs, they fhall ceaf; whether there be know-
Jedoo, it vanifheth away @ Lut hope remains as the
anchor at the bottom : its foundaiecn the fame 1n the
darke® night as in the braghte®t day it abides fure

and fcifef, amid all poflible alterations of frames

and circumf{lances.——DBut here, the time requires

us to break off---and pafs to fome IMPROVEMENT,

Let us all, then, be perfuaded to examine whe-
ther we have indeed begun the voyage to glory ;-e

and if fo, how far we have procecded in it.

LT us alio look well to our anchor. Is our
hope qualified as has been reprefented 2 This quef-
tion is of the laft importanece to us all. And to
afl:lt us in deciding upon it, the {cripture has kind-
1y pointed cut fome marks by which a genuine gof-
pei-hope may be difcovered.  Guided by that hea-
venly light, we find that Lepe, which is fure and

ftedfaft,

® 1. Cor. 13. 8.
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fedfaft, is the work of the divine Spirit in the heart
it fprings {rom regeneration, and never goes before
it :-—-it takes its rife in that illumination which
gives the knowledge of Curist, and is never found
without it :----it grows out cof true faith as its
root :---it holds on by Chrift in the gofpel pronnfe s
---it dwells with love and cvery grace, and flouri-
fhes or decays with them :---it is a /ively hope, and
makes its poffeflors lively in all the ways of virtue
and godlinefs : it purifies the heart, and fo purges the
life from the pollutions of the world :---it ftays the
foul in every trial, and keeps it fteady in the ficklew
cft times :--it is fure and fledfaft, as to its found-
ation :-—that is, not any doings of our own----nog
tears and repentance for the want of doings---nor
prayers for pardon---nor refolutions of amendment

---nor reformations---convictions---comforts---nQg

¢xperiences §

BurT, folcly, God’s free and-unchanging love tq,
his people---and choofing them to life :---Chrift’s
righteoufnefs---death---refurre@ion and intercefii=

on :-—the covenant of grace cftablithed throughy

l}im =
o
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“him :---the fulnefs of his mercy, power and grace ¢
—-the promife and the oath of God.

2. Let this fubje& dafh the prefumption of the
formal Hypocrite—and varnifhed Pharifee: Neo

fafe anchorage can be found without the hope here
defcribed,

3- It kindly invites the fons of men nrow to
come and lay hold of this bope. It fets it before
them. It offers it moft frecly to them, Why theg
will any be fo foolifh as to neglect or to defpile it?
‘Why follow lying vanitics and forfake their own
mercy ¢ O firs, your all—your cternal all is at
ftake ! Let nothing tempt you to delgy an imme:
diate application to the great author and foundati-
on of this hope ! All things are now ready! The
day of falvation is wafting—and will foon expire !
The voice of God to you is now or never ! To-day,

if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts,

. 4. But, furely, the faint who rides at fuch an.
chor need not be difmayed. It is fure and ftedfaft,
What thaugh dcath comes prazmature 2 What thg’

i

4
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it meets him where lover and friend is removed far
diftant from him? Tbis will only warp him up the
fooner into the manfions within the veil. And tba#
give better opportunity to try his anchor and to
truft in Gop alone. What if the ocean muft be
his grave ? By this no injury can poffibly be fuf-
tained : CHRIsT is united to the bodies of believ-
ers as weil as to their fouls. His friendly eye ever
watches over their fleeping duft; whether its bed
be an carthy or a watery tomb. The day fhall
fhortly come, when the dead, fmall and great, fhall
ftand before Gop. Ere long the fea fhall give up
all the millions whom it has fwallowed. When the
hour of diffolution is come, it is quite immaterial
to you whether worms or fithes devour your bo-
dgies : for, yet in your flefh fhall you fee Gop.—
With what compofure? Nay, with what joyful
confidence may a faint commit his dying flefh, as
well as his departing fpirit, to his living Repee-
ner ! He is faithful, and will not fail to keep in

.~ fafety, whatever faith committeth to his hands ;==

and to fee it forth coming at that day.

5. How
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5. How happy the voyage here reviewed ! How

ample the provifion made for it! How confum-
mate the fkill and fidelity of the heavenly pilot !.
And, how excellent the anchor that enters into that
within the vell. To contemplatc.': and to celebrate.
them all will be the lafting work of heaven.

But the occafion demands, and the audience.
mufit allow me to remark that, fo far as I have been
able to difcover, the draught here made is not the
fketch af an imaginary fhip—nor the journal of an
ideal expedition! No. It is a true, though imper-
fct copy of a real voyage; through a courfe of
fanétification, to the harbour of eternal reft: lately.
made among us, by a worthy fea-commander, wha
was a beloved member of this church, With him
my intimacy has been unbounded for many years.
That felicity fhall I enjoy no more! No more be-
hold his face! But his dear idea fhall remain im<
prefled on this bleeding heart: nor fhall it be era-

fed until the day, when I hope to meet him in his
beft abode!

.Tﬂl
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Tr picure here delineated was not chimerical.
May I not hope that you have feen it verified in

real life; in the perfons of many of your deceafed
friends ?

In one cafe, I know, the body of this humerous
affembly has anticipated me. Your judgments and
your feelings have cohcurred in making application
of the defcriptive hints above, to an eminent cha-
ratter which fhil lives, and muft live ftill in the
memories and hearts of all his acquaintance. Youf

minds have been whifpering to you, as the narra-

tive went along,

“ Or all this, a recent ftrikihg inftance is pre«
.

[

fent to our view in a dear deceafed iriend :

¢ whom we have becn anxioufly expeéting to arrive

¢ at this port; and whofe early arrival at a bettef
&« __whcre more and better friends were looking

"« for him, we this day ungtacefully, but ‘unfeign-

“ edly deplore.  Captain JowaTnan Parsous;

¢ who finithed his voyage through life on the

¢ 29" of December laft.”

In this application, I heartily concur with you.

How
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How often did the bofom of friendfhip heave od
his account when ftorms arofe, for twenty tedious
winters, in which his lot has been to beat this dan-
gerous coaft! How anxioufly did every heart bet,
on cach threatening appearance in this inclement
feafon, fince we liave begun to expect him home !
Little did we think he had got home already; and
arrived at the haven he moft defired :—and for
which he has been fteering more than twenty-one
years. Little dreaming that he had caft anchor
within the veil—--had warped up his happy veflel
by it—had prefented her, with all her precious car-
go of gifts and graces, to his glorious owner—had
pafled his accounts—reccived the full wages of all
his toils—and was now eternally happy in the pre-
fits of his venture !

Tue heavy tidings of the week paft have put an
end to all our anxieties for him : he has doubtlefs

landed fafe at the New JErusaLEm above:

Haic, happy voyager! No more fhall rolling
billows tofs thy fecble bark! The awful hurricane

fhall
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fhall ftrike no more ! To thee we fondly apply the
words of the ancient cpitaph :

¢ By Boreas’ blafts, and Neptune's waves,
« I was tofs’d to and fro.

¢« Now, well efcap’d from all their rage,
¢ I anchor bere below.

¢ Safely I ride in triumpb bere,

<« With many of our fleet ;

« "Till fignal calls to weigh again,

¢ Qur ApMIRAL CHRIST 20 meet.”

OvuRr dear friend was launched into the turbulent
fea of the prefent life, at Lyme, in Conncticat ; on
the 25" day of April, in the year 1735. He was
early devoted to the L.ord of the elements by a
mother of fingular piety and underftanding : and
favored as foon as poffible, with all the benefits of
a religious education, under a venerable father *—
than whom few were more capable of inftructing
his children; and ncne more intent on their im-
provement. His genius, however, was no hot-bed
production :—it was flow in fhooting up: and

H hence

* The Reverend JonxaTuan Parsowns, late paftor of
this church, -
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hence his pious father relinquifhed the defign once

formed, of training him up for a learned profeffion

aad the fon for fome years was employed in the
bufinefs of hufbandry.

~ Ox the removal of the fam..y to this town, fome

opening buds of real genius began to appear. He
was then put to fchool under an able and expericn-
ced matfter, + yet living; and now, with us, la-

menting his beloved pupil’s fall,

BuTt the feafon for a liberal education was clap-
fed. Turnifthed, however, with a ftock of know-
ledge fuflicient for bufinefs, he was placed appren-
tice to a gold-finith; and with him he made fuch
proficiency as qualified him for fetting up the trade
by him{elf, and making a figureinit. At an early
period of life he entered into matrimonial connec-
tions, £+in moft defirable circumftances; and he
had every domeftic allurement confpiring to fix
him at home : yet all availed not. Goo had de-

figned

+ Me.StePrey Sewarr, long a public teacher of emi-
nent ufefulnefs in this town.

3 Auguft 26, 1736.
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figned him for a living inftruétion and example to
the brave and hardy fons of Neptune. And Pro-
vidence foon effected the divine purpofe. The ftate
of public affairs turned the doubtful fcale, and de-

termined him for the fea.

A wide theatre was now opened for the difplay
of his real character. His thorough knowledge
of navigation, and his ripening abilities as a feaman
foon introduced him to the command. And that
important ftation he continued with great dignity

to fill, until his laft voyage was completed,

In the mean time the {pirit of God was carrying
on a work of glorious grace in his foul ; whercby
he was powerfully re-building the nature, depra-
ved and ruined by the fall; and fitting it out for
the New Jerusarcm. Deep and latting were his
agonies under legal conviction of his fin and dan-
ger: And down to the loweft deeps they brought
him. But, gt laft, they iffued in the clear thining
after the rain: they terminated. in that glorious
morning which is deftined to fucceed a dreary
night of darknefs and of forrow., The native

firmnefs
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firmnefs of his make left little room to fufpett that
his religion would turn chiefly on the paffions, or
fancy. With leaft noife the deepeft ftreams glide
on. For want of the fenfible communications
which he thougt:t he could perceive in other chrif-
tians, he often doubted the genuinenefs of his ex-
perience: Yet, from the time when converfion
launched him into the ocean of trials; fo fteadily
did he fteer by the compafs of the word; fo cvi-
dently did he appcar to make confcience of every
altion ; that he exhibited a ftanding proof of the
truth of his religion, convincing to all but himfcif.
Eight long and difmal years he walked in darknefs,
having no light: nor fun, nor moon, nor ftars ap-
peared. At length it pleafed God to manifeft him-
felf. The day dawned. The fhadows flew away.
The fun of righteoufnefs broke out—and he bafk-
ed with delight in the reviving beams. The joy
was unfpeakable! His hope was confirmed—his
anchor feemed fure and ftedfaft. He then hung
out the flag of an open profeflion; and joined in
full communion with this church. * His relation

of

® November 4, 1.773.
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of experiences then offered to you was modeft, but

clear: fenfible, and, at the fame time, favory and

edifying,.

Nor did he ever forfeit, or forget, thefe facred
engagements : and he continued an ornament to
his profeffions to the laft.

His reafoning powers were far above the level.
His head was clear and metaphyfical. He gathered
knowledge from all quarters. He read books as
well as men. For this he gave himfelf time, redeem-
ed from common hoursof fleep 2nd meals :—the ear-
ly devotions of his family, and their morning repaft
were ufually over, when his neighbours had {carce-
ly quitted their pillows. The habit of rifing be-
times afforded full {cepe to devotion—to his book,
and his pen. Of this opportunity he was fo frugal,
that he himfelf informed me it was not unufual for

him to read the BisLE through, in a voyage.

WHiLsT the uniformity of his condu& procured
him from his various dependents, the reverence due
to a father : they at tlic fame time trufted him as a

counfellor and loved him as a friend.
To
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To his worthy parents he acted all the part of a
moft dutiful fon. Nor did his filial piety expire
with them. Great have been his exertions for the
honor of his father’s memory fince he was taken
from his head. Witnefs the ample facrifices of his
own intereft chearfully made, in publifhing two
confiderable volumes of his pofthumous works :—
Witnefs, too, the generous addition to the provifi-
on made in his father’s will for the fupport of his
relit. The parents of his beloved wife, he treat-
ed with the fame filial regards as his own. Ten-
derly anxious for the comfort of her widowed mo-
ther ; he {pared no intreaties, before his laft voyage,
to induce her to retire into his famiiy and there to

ccmmand all the accommodations it could furnifh,

Sixce his father’s death, he feemed to enter in-
to all a father’s feelings towards his fifters and their
houftholds. And the fraternal affetions with which
he treated his furviving brothers* as well as the

widéw of one deccafed ;—their feclings on this for-

rowful

* Col. MarsurIELD Parsons 0i Lyme, in Conneficut,
and thc Hon. Savver Hornpex Par:ons, Efg.
fcrmerly Major-General in the American army.
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rowful parting will teftify better than any words

3

The fweet mixture of manly fondnefs, and ten-
der, friendly refpe&t, which tempered his deport-
ment towards a confort, whom he loved with all the
conftant and growing ardour of an undivided heart :
during a pleafing alliance of almoft twenty-nine
years :—the wifdom and mildnefs which held the
reins of government over a numerous, rifing off-
{pring with a fteady hand ; while his delight in
their prefent happinefs gave way only to his defire
of their improvement:—The watchful eye with
which he followed all their fteps :—The inftrutions
he took every opportunity to convey—the example
with which thele were fupported—-the care taken
to fecure to them the beft advantages of education.
Thefe all, are triits ot his chara&er over which
my own feelings, and the kecner pains of the mour-

ners prefent, oblige me now to throw the veil of

filence.

In the temper and principles of our lamented

friend, was feen a noble fingularity ; which at once

efcaped
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efcaped the fafhionable vanities, and reproved the
modifh vices of his time. In the midft of a tor-
rent, he ftood as a rock. Poffefling a fhare of that
primitive fimplicity which could not bend to finful
compliances ;—he fteadily trod the path of that
ancient rigid virtue, which refufed to ftoop to any
thing mean; nor ventured on a ftep, without
knowing it to be on the right line of duty. This
fhielded him alike from the fnares and the, fcorn of
the wicked. It either parted him from the compa-
ny of the profane, or made iniquity to ftop its
mouth, while he was prefent. Neceffity was laid
on the drunkard, the impious, and the fcorner to
reform his manners; or quit the houfe, or fhip,
where he had command. His crew he confidered
as his family. Was any of them injured? His
fhield was ready for his protection, and all his pow-
er engaged to obtain redrefs. Did a feaman ficken
on board? He took place as the nurfe and the
counfellor—as the chaplain and phyfician at once :
nor would he quit that ftation ’till the occafion was
over. ‘The joint fupplications, in which the daily
facrifices of his company were conftantly offered,

muft



f ¢ 1
mult be attended by all on board. The peculiar
reverente due to the Lord’s-Day, he rigoroufly ex-
acted from all under him. Of this mark of piety
he himfelf was fo great a pattern, that no influence
could bring him to fail from his port during that
holy time : and no allurements could prevail with

him to buy or fell ’till the Sabbath was over.

So ftri&t was his known adherence to honefty
and truth; that it was frequently found that the
Weft-Indiam chant could truft to his report of
cargoes, without examination. No fraud was fuf-
pe&ted where his word was given. Far from abu-
fing this confidence, he has been known to haften
athore with impatience, at a late hour of the night,
to re&ify a miftake unwittingly committed by his
merchant and mate ; whereby a large fum fell in
his own favor. Though the error was unknown
to all but himfelf ; he could not confent to give
his eye-lids to flumber, until it was re&ified.

No earthly baits could feduce him from the line
of veracity in his tranfaftions with the cuftom-
houfe. He reverenced an oath. e feared the

1 Goo
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Gonp that is above. He felt the awful authority of
that omnifcient guide, who has declared that be will
not bold that wan guiltlefs that taketh bis name in
vain ! Feelingly did he point out, from the prefs,
the horrid profanenefs too often committed in cuft-
om-houfe-oaths: but againft this heaven-daring ini-
quity, now, alas! too little confidered, his px;ac“ticc

remonitrated as loudly as his pen.

His benevolence was univerfal; but a particu-
lar fympatay with diftrefs was characteriftic cf him.
His heart kindled for the defence of the opprefled.
His hand was never flack in relieving affli¢tion.—
He feemed rather to fly, than run, to remove the
woes within his reach—-or to alleviate the forrows

which he could not remove.

Generous and liberal in his habits of thinking,
he treated with candor, fentiments oppofite to his
own. With franknefs he owned a miftake on his
part ; and with the greateft chearfulnefs corrected
an error the moment he difcovered it. Arguments
advanced by an opponent he examined with care ;

and an{wered them with a precifion of which few

were
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were better mafters than himfelf. And if, on the
whole, he could neither give nor receive convicti-
on; he clofed the difpute by embracing the perfon,

while he r¢jeéted the doctrine.

Quatrririep by thefe principles for the endear-
ments of friendfhip, to all the delicacies of that
union of hearts, no mind was more tenderly fenfi-
ble than his; and none more faithful—more con-
ftant, and invariable in the difcharge of all the of-

fices it implres.

TemperANCE and fobriety had long diftinguifh-
ed him among his fea-faring brethren. But no-
thing was a2 more unequivocal mark of his worth,
than that humility to which it was owing; that,
like Mofes in another cafe, though his virtues fhone
in the eyes of his friends, he wift it not himfelf.—
This made him often prefer to himfelf tbe meangft
negro flave, whom his charity had judged a chril~
tian indeed. This induced him to labor with the
church, to cxcufe him from the office of a ruling
¢! Jer, when they had caiied him to it by uha_nimous
vote @ The letter he then [ent to the /efien, deferves

to
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to be had in remembrance with every church-officer.
Whilft it gave vent to hisfeelings on this occafion, it
ftated his principles, defcanted on the fmallnefsof his
experience—his infufficiency for, and confgious un-
worthinefs of that facred truft: and produced eve-
ry objetion, he could think of, againft himfelf.—
It, however, defeated its own defign :—it was un-
animoufly voted, that his very objetions ought ta

be confidered as his recommendation.

To a man who, thus, made the word of Gobn
his rule, and the divine approbation, not the ap-
plaufc of men, his objet : to 2 man whofe conduct
'fprung from that faith which worketh by love-—
who kept Gob’s glory in view as his ultimate end,
and a€ted as under the immediate infpection of his
judge : to a man who thus endured as feeing him

who 1s invifible, fortitude could be no ftranger.

Or this noble principle, equally removed from
cowardice on the one hand, and fool-hardy rafh-
nefs on the other, he gave fhining fpecimens on
many occafions. Witnefs, ye hardy mariners, who
with him have ploughed the ocean. How often

have
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have you feen him in thofc trying feafons, when
every life hung in doubt—when the weary fhip, no
longer able to refift the fury of the waves, fell on
her beams, and couched down under a force which
fhe no more could look in the face ;—-calm and
unmoved, as if ftationed on arock far above the
foaming furges’ reach, he ftood colleted within,
and unappalled by furrounding dangers. Poffef-
fed of himfelf, with what intrepidity did he watch
every motion of the fhip—quiet the terrors of the
trembling crew—and check the diftratted meafures
of defpair: animating fome, reftraining others, and
conveying, by fignals, at the critical moment, the
wifeft orders in every emergency ! And, how, ten-
derly affected with fo great a deliverance, he fum-
moned you together, at the clofe of every ftorm ;
and became your mouth in a joint thank-offering
to the great Lorp bf the feas, who had interpofed
fo kindly in the crifis of danger, and preferved your
lives from the open jaws of deftruion! You
could hardly fay whether the compofure of the he-
ro in the hour of jeopardy, or the melting devotion
of the grateful faint on the removal of your fears,

did moft engrofs your admiration,
Dip
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3ip fortitude forfake him when dangers of one
fort vanifhed, only to make way for others of a dif-
fererit fpecies ? Say, ye fellow-prifoners, who have
fcen hiin ftand before his captor—an enemy—and
an admiral of high rank : how firm and undifimay-
ed he pleaded the caule of his country—his owners
—and his men, againft the outrageous abufes of tri-
umphant  defpots—--abufes in which it is difficule
to dzcide whether infolence, avarice, or inhumanity
had the afcendant! Happy firmnefs, to which his
owners fomctimes owed the recovery of their pro-

perty, and his crew the faving of their lives !

WHiILST on this fubjedt, may I not venture to
extend the appeal to fome auditors in this aﬁ'cm‘bly
—who have beheld him facing the public enemy
in the bloody ficld—and pledging his life for his
ceuntry’s liberty? Unmoved by the horrors hov-
ering over feenes of carnage—undaunted by the
vaiflive weapons of death, which flew in fhowers a-
:nund  his head—he fougiht—he animated—he led

o hus compatriors to tae charge !

Boo I ioriar.———TTis various ufiful publi-

caticri—-his nunicraus Ictters to offcers in high
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¢ruft—his manifold excrtions in favor of AMeRr1CA,
in her darkeft day of doubtful expeltation—-and
the unwavering ftability with which he perfevered,
in all the changes of afpets and of times, main-
taining the caufe of true Lincrry againft every

fpecies of encroachment from friends or foes, both

before and fince the peace -all—all concur as
full confirmations of the juftice of his title to a
diftinguifhed rank among the moft virtuous and

patriotic citizens of the land which gave him birth.

PieTy and religion, however, had the throne in
his heart. This was the crown on the head of all
his virtues. Equally far from lukewarm formality
and oftentation on the one hand—-and from bigo-
try, {fuperftition and party fpirit on the other; the
objects in which all good men could agree were e-
ver uppermoft in his view; and his enlarged cha-
rity embofomed all that held them. The do&rines
of chriftianity were well digefted in his mind. The
fcriptural principles held up in the WesTMinsTER
CoxresstoN axD Catecuisms he had ftudied
thoroughiy ; he had made them his own; and few

exceiled
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excelled him in the talent of opening and defending
them, againft the various rifing errors of his time;

and efpecially againft that arch-delufion—that firft-
born of abfurdities the doZrine of univerfal falvation.

But experimental godlinefs was, with him, #2be
one thing chiefly ftudied. How did this breathe in
all his converfations with intimate friends 2 How
did he plead its caufe in many favory and excel-
lent letters to fuch as faw all his foul opened—and
were themfelves beloved as his own foul. A num-
ber of them are in my hands, which I cannot think
it would be right to conceal from the public eyt :
were the publication of them duly encouraged,
they would favor mankind with a genuine picture
of vital religion, drawn in glowing colors, and co-

pied from a glowing heart.

Previovs to his laft departure, many of his
friends, as if inftigated by fome prefage of the dire
event, warmly remonftrated againft his going to
fea at that inclement feafon of the year. They were
filenced by seplics which fhewed that he afted

from clear conviction of duty: the iffue he chear-

fully
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fully left with his Goo : he trufted, through Sov-
ercign grace, he fhould not be found unprepared
to meet his fate; and, if prepared, he confidered
it as quite immaterial to him whether he fhould die
at home, or abroad—at fea, or afhore.

Very imperfet have been our accounts of his
laft ficknefs. From them we can collet litde elfe
than—that, whilft he lay at Point é pitre, a malig-
nant fever had feized an American Captain there—
that, our friend vifited him daily, and attended on
him with the tendereft care, until he faw him lodg-
ed in the houfe appointed for all the living. Some
time after, a fimilar fever attacked himfelf, on his
paflage from St. Martin’s to Turk's ifland. He
foon perceived the fpecies of the diftemper; and
took early opportunities to dire® his mate what
meafures to take, both with the cargo and with
himfelf. The fymptoms of his difeafe were vio-
lent from the firft; and its ravages on the whole
frame alarming : he could not, howevcr, be per-
fuaded to interrupt the daily offices of family-dc-
votion with his crew, until the evening of his land-

K ing
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ing on Turk’s ifland. There he was carried athore
with much difficulty ; but finding himfelf among.
a people utter ftrangers to humanity, he chofe to
quit the place :—early on the morning of the 29
of December, he re-embarked—and proceeded to
fe, in hopes of foon reaching fome more hofpita-
ble fhore ;;-—but—at noon he was evidently ftruck
with dcath '—--And, about nine in the evening of
the fame day—in a fweet and placid frame—gave
up the ghoft !

PersuaDED from the firlt that his difeafe was
moital, he refufed all fhare in thofe comforts which
his anxious, diftrefled company tried to draw for
themfelves, from any temporary relaxations of his
pain. He repeatedly warned them, not to expes?
bés life; and failed not to add, that be did not meet
death unpreparcd—that bis race was run—and be
bad mot run in vain—that bis will was entirely re-
Sigued te that of bis 1.oRD = and that, in certain ex-
peitation of a better—be could willingly lay down
tbis life, whenever be fhould be pleafed to call for it.

Haie, thrice happy fhade! Bleffed Voyager !
Well-anchored now within the veil ! O what glad
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embraces ! what triumphant congratulations greet
thine entrance into port! A father—a mother—a
fifter and other dear relatives fent before—to wait
and welcome thy arrival 1-—Crouds of perfet fpi-
rits! Innumerable companies of holy angels, joy-
fully efcorting thee to the ineffable embraces of thy
Fore-runner—and High Prieft !

BuT here let faith check its foaring wing.
Eye hath not feen—nor ear heard—ncither hath it
entered into the heart of man to conceive what thy
Lord had laid up, and has now conferred on thee!
Reft quietly in that watery tomb, ye facred reliques.
The day fhall fhortly come, when the fea fhall give
up that fleeping duft ; undamaged by its filent lum-
bers there!  Frefh as the morn—and blooming as
the opening flower -~But I retra& the poverty of
fpeech——morn is dim—and flowers quickly fade!
——While bodies, once the temples of the HoLy
GHosT, now waking, fatisfied with the likenefs of
their bleft Redeemer, fhall fhine as the fun in the
kingdom of their heavenly Father !

LET us, then, prepare to meet our dear depart-

ed friend—-to ive him face to face—-and to part
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from him no more for ever. *Till then, I take my

leave in the well-known languages———

<«¢ Bleft fhade adieu! when a few days bave run

¢ Their tedious reunds, my painful laber done ;

“¢ Ripen’d for beav’n, may I refign my breath ;

« And fmile, like thee, at the grim face of death !

« Foll'wing the path thy feet unwav'ring trod,
 May I, like thee, afcend the beavenly road,

““ And, with thec, dwell beneatb the fmiles of God !}
« There, with the [weetefk intimacy [pend

s« Eternal years,in friendfbip ne'er to end !’

I am very fenfible, the man of whom I fpeak,
was a depraved child of a depraved Adam; and
by nature as bad as any of that race. Whatever
was right or amiable in him he owed, he knew he
cwed entirely, to free and Sovereign grace. And,
at the beft eftate in which I have confidered him,
he was, though a mature man, yet a faint in minor-
ity. Lovely were his virtues ; but all of them im-
perfect :—his graces real—yet not one complete in
ftature :—L.ike every other faint below, he was not
without infirmities : thefe, however, none faw fo
foon, nor fo feverely cenfured as himfelf. But now

—all
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~all are vanifhed :—his robes are wathed white in
the blood of the LamMB ! and every tear is wiped
away by his Redeemer’s hand !

To improve the example we have feen in this
inftrutive life and death is the bufinefs that now
remains for us : To contribute a mite to affift there-
in—I beg leave to clofe this melancholy fubjet

with an ADDRESS

Fxnsr; To the Wipow,

For duty calls me to turn my voice, Dear Mae
DAM, firff to you; whom awful Providence has
fifted, as the mournful relit, before the Lorp and
this affembly, on this fad occafion. |

It is from a heart pierced through with many
forrows, by that dire blow which has laid your own
in the duft; bleeding of a wound, which the great
infliter’s hand alone can heal, that thefe lamenting
accents now break forth. Let them notirritate, but
foothe your recent woes ! Shall I, then, forbid you
to mourn? My feelings bid me blufh at the at-

tempt
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tempt. Nature muft change-ere this can be enfor-
ced. And religion never will extirpate thofe af-
fettions which are the honor of the heart it means
to regulate and refine. No! 'Tis the voice of
Heaven which calls us now to weep. My own
heart feels its fqr'c'e : and every look feems forrow-
ful around me.—But, for whom may you mourn ?
Not for your dear departed friend. Safe beyond
the reach of fear or danger, he has rode out all his
ftorms : and anchors pow -within the veil. Can
you lament that he has fhot the irremeable gulph
which, fooner or later, muft be thot by every mor-
4al? Whilft fo many fuffer fhipwreck by the way,
can your heart repine that a fafe arrival at the ha-
ven of all his wifhes has been granted to that dear
man; in whofe heart you have long pofiefled a
greater fhare than all other creatures did—a greater
fhare, perhaps, than any creature fhould ? Did all
heaven ring with new joys at his entering within
the veil 2 And fhall tears of forrows never ceafe to
bedew your cheel: on that account ?——— 2ou
weep for yourfelf and for your children. Yes. And
this is permitted you.  Remember, however, that

your
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your forrows muft fubmit to receive law from rea-
fon and religion. 2ou bave loff the kindeft and beft
of bufbands. True. But it was an earthly one.--
Thy better—thy celeftial hufband yet lives—and
fhall live, and reign for ever! O the condefcenfion
of that beft—eternal friend who ftoops to take the
place! Hark! the tranfporting found that echoes
from the fkies ! ¢ Thy Maker is thy hufband !
The Lorp of Hofts is his name!” O! Is not
shis enough ? Can pained nature ftretch a with be-
yond ? Be ftill then, my dear Madam; be ftll, and
know that it is Gop. Submit at his feet. Refig-
anation fweetens forrow. Is not this Gob your fa-
ther too ? The cup, then, which he hath given, will
you refufe to drink ? Time was when you mighe
Jawfully have prayed, ¢ Father, if it be pofiible,
let this cup pafs from me.” That time is elapfed.
It returns no more for ever. All that is now left
for you is to lay your hand on your mouth. Sub-
miffive, in the deepeft of your grief, let the filent
language of your heart be only, ¢ Father, thy will
‘be done.” Remember that, in taking as in giv-
ing, Gob is equally juft. May he not do what

he
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he will with his own ? It was a precious jewel he
lent you for a time. You had leave to poffefs it
every moment which the great owner purpofed
from cternity. The time was now come when he
had appointed it for nobler ufe. Not all the gold
of Ophir could have bought you another hour’s
poffeflion. And fhall you complain when your
borrowed comfort muft be reftored ? Do you grieve
to find yourfclf and your tender, little flock, left
floating on this boifterous fea of life when he has
quitted it ? Take the fame divine pilot that fhap-
ed his courfe. Hc offers you his hand. Truft
yourfelf to him. And to his care refign your fa-
therlefs charge this day. Many a widow his bounty
has fuftained. Many an orphan has been fed by
his hand. Th‘c widow’s Gob is 2 name which he
ncver will deny. He glories in it.  Be this name

of the Lord your ftrong tower: In it may the
Gentiles fafely truft.

WEaxep, by this ftroke, from all on earth, fet
your hecart on heaven. Rife, and leaning on the
gentle arm of your Redcemer, follow the great

Foree
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Fore-runner——1lay afide every undue weight of
trouble---and run the race now fct before you.---
Lay hold or Chrift in the promifes of his gofpel.
Learn to live by faith. In {piritual-mindednefs,
you will find life and peace. Keep clear the an-
chor of your hope. And, yet a little while, and
you, too, fhall be brought to yonder heavenly
fhore :---there to meet your dear, departed friend,
more dear---more lovely, and more loving, too,
than formerly: and, with him walk hand in hand
for ever in the bleft ferene on high! Come, then,
lift up your heart---anticipate the joy of that hap-
py mecting: rejoice! that your beloved has ob-
tained all his withes ; while room enough is ftill

lefc for you alfo, to rife, in due feafon to a fweet
participation of all his blifs !

In this work you will not be alone ; the coun-
fels and example of your Honored Mother will be
your ftay in this feafon of afflittion. Her refpec-
table age forbids my calling her up by 2 perfonal
addrefs. Nor need I make requeft to her on your

behalf. 1 know fhe feels vour forrows as her own.
L Bus
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But thefe are the feafons for which fhe has been lay-
ing up her precious ftores. Prepared for fuffe.ings
by many years of near commuaion with Gop, fhe
will now bring out of her treafure, things new and
old. Liften to her vo:ice----it will drop both fup-
port and confolation on you. Obey her dictatcs
in the Lorp ; follow her fteps---and cherith her
old age. And may the L.orp perfect what concern-
eth you. But

2!~ Let fuch of his DEAR CHILDREN as are
capable of underftanding counfel, or of feeling the

cccafion of it, be perfuaded, now, to paufe

and ferioufiy to reflect that, whilft many children of
your years, are curfed with fathers who lcave them
uninftru&ed, as the wild afifes colt; and fet them
examples directly tending to toll them down to def-
ftruftion: it pleafed Gob to diftinguifh you with
one who chearfully fpent his life to fequre you edu-
cations. He fpared no pains to fit you for filling
uicful fpheres un carth; but his chief defire was to
fee you prepared for the blifs within the veil. This
was his great obje¢t. On it his heart ftill dwelt.--

Often
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Often have 1 heard the declaration from his lips,

that he wanted nothing for you but a good educa-
tion---a virtuous life, and th: fpecial grace of Gop

that this would give him infinitcly more joy
than any temporal elevations in riches or in rank :
and that he had rather follow you to the grave than
live to fee you defeat thefe kind defires.

BuT, now, alas! your earthly guardian is gone!
Your friend and diretor is no more! Thefe trufty
lips, fealed in death, will never warn----will never
counicl---will never perfuade you again! My heart
bleeds for you. O, confider, what means this aw-
ful ftroke ? Why is the ftay of infancy, and guide
of youth fnatched from your head at the time when
moft you needed him? Perhaps to teach you be-
times to ccafe from leaning and living on creatures.
May this fudden drying of the ftream, effeGtually
commend the {pring of all comforts to your choice !
And fhall not the breaking of created cifterns lead
us to draw our fupplies directly from the fountain
of living waters? Warned, by frequent inftrui-

ons from your father hunfelf, that though Goo is

plealed
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pleafed to ufe inftruments for fupport and fafety---

he did not need them; you are now tc know it by
your own experience. Experience has now begun
to teach you, that Ged can lay afide the moft pol-
ifh:d weapons without {poiling his work. Now
you are left naked on his own hands: O! dedi-
cate yourfelves entirely to his fervice. Let this
capital bereavement make you realize the fhortnefs
of your own day : and lead vou to begin, in earn-
eft, to prepare for the approaching night———-=thé
night of darknefs, when none can werk. Ah! how
foon, from the moft flattering circumflances, were
you whelmed in woes beyond remedy! How early
has the fatal archer levelled his dart to thin your
own numbers. Lenient were thefe painful alarms,
compared to this. This has laid the axe to the
root of the tree: and at one ftroke reduced you to
the mournful ftate of orphans! While I feel all the
agonies of fympathy with your affli¢tion, fuffer me,
my dear young friends, to remind you how early
vour pious father devoted you to God: how pre-
cious the example he fet before you: how unwea-
ried the pairs he took for your inftruétion: what

vhciefenie precepts:  what fervent prayers he be-
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ftowed on you: and how chearfully he, at laft,
committed you to the care of his Lorp !---What
then? Then,

Ir any of you have indeed learnt his religion---
and begun to exercife the hope that is the anchor
of the foul, here heaven calls you, now to take up
your father’s falling mantle----and follow him
wherein he followed the great Fore-runner and
the Pilot of his courfe. To the Father of the fa-
therlefs I would now commend you. He is a fa-
ther that cannot die,  Be his children indeed.

Keep nearer than ever to him now, in obedience

and communion : and nearer to each other in bro-
therly love. Now let your light fhire. Shew the
truth of your religion. Let your converfation be
in heaven, Live above the creature. Be zealous
and hearty in the caufe of Gop ; that caufe which
vour father pleaded to the death. By every filial
attention and by every tender refpect, fludy to com-
fort and fupport your difconfolate mother, and ho-
nored grand-mother. And, choofing thus the
things that are excellent, you need not fear: You
. fhall not lack any good. The Lord will not fail *
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to be a father to you now---nor ceafe to be your
portion for ever.  But

Ir any of you are yet out of CurisT, to my
carneft prayers for you, let me fubjoin a folemn
entreaty : Let me conjure you, in the name of your
father’s Gop, that ye delay no longer to furrender
yourfelves to CHRIsT, and return to his fervice :--
Why fhould the facred duft of your loving father
rife——mournfully to atteft your guilt at yonder
dreadful bar? Should you ftill live without Gon
in the world, your pious father will be clear of your
blood at that day. But, ah ! how will you bear
to meet him face to face? How ftand to hear him
publickly rehearfe all the tender admonitions—the
melting tears---the ardent prayers he has fpent up-
on you ? The awful rebuke you feel this day :---

the rebuke which has ftripped you.of fo wife a par-
rent, in the very prime of his capacity for ufeful-

nefs, calls loudly for confideration. Methinks it

points you back to the privileges now cut off:
and forward to the day when you muft reckon for
them all. O, be perfuaded, then, to hear the rod,

® and flee from the wrath to come! Hark! Loud is
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the knock now at the door of your hearts! Open
it now, and CuRrisT will now come in and make
up in himfelf all you ever loft in creatures----and
all you ever can.

37 May I not befpeak the ear of the diftreffed

BroTHERS AND SIsTERS of my friend, together
with their little growing trains ?

WhHiLE I ftand before you, as a2 mouth for a de-
parted relative whom ye very highly valued, you
will liften as to him from whofe lips many a ferious
and important counfel has been offered to you----
but to whofe friendly voice you fhall never liften

more.

IT is but a little while, fince it pleafed the right-
cous Ruler of the werld to fnatch from your la-
menting eyes a moft beloved fifter ; whofe memory
will fill be dear to all her virtuous acquaintance.
A fhort interval of refpite was indulged you :--and
behold another breach---wide as the fea! Ah!---
wherefore does the Lord thus contend? Had the

voice of the former call died upon the ear----and

ceafed to make impreflion? Had your refolutions
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to improve that rod become abortive? Had the
fruit, which once budded on it, withered and fallen
off before it was ripe? O repent, embrace an of-
fered Saviour, and bow fubmiffion to that Almigh-
ty Sovereign; who, thus unexpeltedly, has once
more ftripped the crown from your heads! Think,
on whor. of your remaining numbers muft the lot,
next, fall. Long has your deceafed brother been
preaching to you by his life Methinks I fee
him this day beckon to you from his watery tomb !
The power of that religion which he exemplihed
’all then, you now behold him witnefs and difplay
in the honeft hour of death. Hafte, then; pur-
fue his fteady courfe: follow him inall the paths
of holinefs---improve this call----you can hear but

one louder. O! reft not; until, with equal evi-

dences, you can adopt the emphatic language of
your expiring friend, faying, as the curtain drops, “I
¢ do not meet death unprepared---nor look it in the
« face with terror.” And thus may you all be rea-
dy to meet, and join him on the enchanting banks
of the river of the water of life; which runs thro’
the midft of the Paradif of God.,

In
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In the 4™ place, I entreat this CHURCH in gen-
cral, and particularly his brethren the ruling-elders ;
this day to enter into the moft ferious refearches af-
ter the caufe of the repeated frowns of heaven upon
us. How many of our moft ufeful members arz
now laid afide by infirmities of body, or of mind ?
How many have lately been called away by death ?
How do the ways of Zion mourn? My brethren,
fhould not our hearis now tremble for the ark of
Gop ? On the right hand, behold a horrid groupe
of errors, like their father, rearing their brazen front
---opening their mouths againft heaven, and with
blafpheming tongues walking through the earth---
fparing nothing {acred to Gop, or important to man
---gll led on by that vain philofophy to which the
preaching of the crofs has ever been foolithnefs ;--
and abetted by that wiidom of this world which
knew not Gop ! On the left, fee multitudes leav-
ing their firft love----forfaking the word and ordi-
nances of CHR1sT-—-wearying of the fervices of the
Sabbath and fan&tuary----degencrating firft into
doubts---then into oppofition to revealed truth----
" and at laft, to infidelicy and indiffcrence about any
religion atall ; and many of them left to fall foully,

M becoming
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becoming ftumbling blocks ir: Zicn---and awful ex-
amples of total and final apoflacy !---In the midf,
a generaticn of profeffors who love the world more
than Gob——conform to every prevailing tafte---
and greedily hunt every rifing fafhion :---contewt
with a name to live----making religion only a bye-
bufine{s---obliging it to bend to humour, caprice,
or temporal advantage---having a feanty form of
godlinefs; but practically denying the power there-
of '---While the {Lw names 1n our 8ardis, who have
not defiled their garments, are fighing for the abo-
minations which they are daily compelled to hear :
and crying, O! that our heads were waters and our
eves fountains of tears; that we might weep them

all out for the Quin of the daughter of cur people !

Taz figns of the times are tremendous. The
voice crieth from on high, O! carth, ecarth, carth,
hear the word of the Lord! Ilcarken now to ks
voicc on the waters.  He cails, to-day, from thole
wavs of his which are in the deep. I thefe tinngs
are done on the green tree, what fhall be done on
the dry ? The fudden flight of fo many dovias to
their windows befpeaks a ftormat hand. O where

arc vou now---who were wont to wreftle and ob-
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tain the blefline 2 Why join ye not in concert for
folemn, earneft prayer, that the Lord would fudden-
ly comne into his temple, and revive his work in the
midft of the yecars? Did Jonah's mariners in the
ftorm cry every man to his God ? Ard fhall chrif-
tians fit ftill, while the thip of the church is nearly
foundering ? Rife, firs--~crv---wake the pilot with
a Lord, fave us, we perihy! By thefe deaths your
hands are weakene:l whilft the work is cncreafing !
Gird up, then, the loins of your minds. Lift up
the hands which hang down. Worlk, while it is

dav. The nichr cometh!
¢ b

Oxr thing, howcver, may be mentioned for the
en-ouracement of Zion’s friends---and for the ho-
nor of Zion’s God; religion has received frefh
procfs by foaie of the inftances of mortality which
h.uve lately happened among us. Here we fee a
teader youth, the eldeft fon, the darling, and the
hope of a very refpe&able family---after a life fin-
gulariy amiable---thoroughly awakened, and hope-
fully brought Lhome to CurisT in the time of a lin-
gering illnels-—-fwveetly refaning himfelf to his Re-
deemer’s hand----calm and conpoled, in the lat

moinents, declaring, with lips quivering in death,



[ 92 1]

that he enjoyed the peace of God which paffeth all

undertanding ! * There we hear a feeble, tim-
id femalc, 7 in the jaws of dcath triumphing in the
love of Chrift---and entering the harbour with full
fail !----And, in the dear friend whom1 we now la-

ment, bchold another’s magnanimous witnefs for

religion rifing ameng the waves '——Let us praife
the gracious Author of all gcod, for thefe renewed
arguments in favor of vital piety: and O let us all
rife up, ard follow them to that happy fhorc——
where glittering robes and ftarry crowns await the

fant tha- cvercometh !

¢'t'7e The refveCiabie Gentlemen of the Fiemored
Marine Socicty, who appear as mourncrs on
this occafion, will be pleafed kindly to kear with
mc, whilft I condole with them on the lofs of a
worthy member of their cerporation, and one of the

firft foundess of that ufeful and laudable izftitution.

My Lcicred Friixps,
THE dear brother, whom we this day deplore,
thought himfelf happy in his connexion with you,

Ilis lofs, I krow, is fenfibly felt on yeur part :---

® M. Wirrrass Consime, tun, wha éled Jar, =, 198¢ 5 a2, 18,
F a0, ety Smirryvioaicd Ll 2ty 15895 <l 32,
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ftruck off your lift as he was in the midft of his
ufefulnefs. A man of his public fpirit---generofity
---and readinefs to every good work could not fail
to pleafe a body of your known tafte---and would
be an honor to any Sociery. Whilft your hands
are weakened by the lofs of five of your members
in the fpace of fourteen months---we cannot won-
der that you feel and mourn the bereavement of
this day. We have, I fear, but few fuch mariners
now to lofe. May the Giver of life fpare that
happy few: and profper their zealous endeavours
to profvcute the worthy and generous defign of
your focicty’s formation ; to the great improvement
of navigation—the relief of the diftreffed and the
lafting and general emolumecat of mankind. May
his grace prepare every member of your refpected
body, as wcll as thofe of the marine fire-fociety, to
which our friend lately belonged, for finithing their
voyage through life as he did; and for anclioring
along fide of him in due time, in the cxleitial har-

bour within the veil !

6""- The Sea-Ceyanprrs in gencral, kere
prefent, are {pecially concerned in this laniented
firokc. Among fo refpetable a clafs of men, 1
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hepe there are not wanting, a goodly number,
whofe own experience fhews that firm virtue and
genuine piety are not incompatible with a mariner’s
calling. ‘The charafter I have here fet before you
was an illuftrious proof of this. It ftands for an
exanpple to his furviving brethren ;—that none may
defpair of maintaiaing all the decorum of morality,
and all the honors of religious worfhip, among the
moft unruly crew; if honclly refolved to make a
point of doing fo. And happy, O! how happy
would be the influence of fuch regulations on board
of thips, if they fhould once become fathionable !
To this great end, I contere every fhip-mafter to
contribute hismite : Let not your friend’s example
ftand alonc: nor himfeli be conftrained, at the laft
day, o apnear'a fwift witnefs acainft any of you:
as he furcly will againft thefe who fhall continue

to negled it.

ob

7% Mourn, ve SarLors ail, who once were
li- acquaintance.  Ner fhall ye mourn without a
cavic.  Ia this dearh vou hove fufitred an effensial
lofs.  “Fhacre fios the man who defended your rights
— ho reitaed your profefonal charatler ftom iine

Lrand i univerfl] impiciy—and who, by his own

vretize solnied oo to von the flraiche covrfe to
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heaven. O! that you might .irrifc up as one man

-

—and fteer after him. Then, when your iforms are
numbered -nd fntthed, you would find your old
friend, among the foremoft, to hui, and welcome

you to the port of endlets joy.

$*¥ I would now put a period to this difcourfe
by addreffing a word, 1n tiie laft plice, to his be-

loved Suip-MATcs IN HIS LAST VO AGE.

Your affeltion for your lute commander—your
tendernefs of him in his lat iilncii—and the griet
you difcovercd ar p;:rtins; witll Giai—do honor to.
your judgmenrt and fenibitity.  Inlla you have
loft a captain and a father az once: one vho v
failed in his care for your comioit and ety bus
was doubly carclul of vour Pl usl ird's. To
live fo long vnder his cye was your greas privilege.
May I not hope it has lefr an fndllitie S anreds on
vour hearis—that vou nover will forver 16 ¢ advicss
and exanple he et beiore vou—azand hae, clivred
e viitue and rei: zon by thele means, yoo iy be

jewels in his crown ar the grear, Jecifive day? O

confider your obligations now. Death

v
LA ~ e
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mufiion to execuicon boarl ooy no Cronmed
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lot on you? Buk; it Bad, where 2 Ah! where had
Q‘his day found you ? If ftrangers to that power of
vital gedlinefs; which, beginning in his regenera-
tion, fupported your late mafter 11 a life of holinefs
cven to the end; you would now nave been in-
gulphed in the lake of fire !—-Yes—weeping and
wailing and grathing your teethin an cterral night
of outer darknefs—--in which, ror mcon, nor
ftar fhould ever be fourd to glimmer on your tor-
menzed fouls with one poor, pitiful ray '—A night
of unceafing tempeil thould have now begun to beat
upon you! The tempeft of Jehovah's wrath! All
his wavces fhould roll in, and all his billows fhould
be making a free paflage over your helplefs, thip-

wrecked fouls, world witlicut end ' !

O ! then adore the merciful hand that fpared you
whiie it laid your captair in the loweft deeps. Flee to
Jefus now : pay away full fccpe of the cable of faith.
Now caft the ancher of all your Lepe on CHRIST,
the cternal rock; fo that, like your dear deccafed
{riend, youmay find it, indeed, an anclor cf ghe fou?
—-fure end fiedfaft 5 firlt catering itfelf; and at laft
warping you altogather up o that <within tve veil.
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