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Kings VI, 33, laft claufe.

Bebold, this evil is of the Lord, What

fhould I wait for the Lord any
lorger 2

HESE are the words of
Joram, a very wicked king
of Ifracl, when going about
a very wicked deed. They

were fpoken to ELisHa the

Prophet on a memorable oc-
cafion. ‘The Syrian army had for a long time held
this monarch befieged in his capital city, Samaria.
The length of the fiege had exhaufted the ftores
within the walls; the city was completely invefted ;
all hope of relief, from the furrounding country,

was cut off. Thus the inhabitants were reduced

Q.
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to the moft extreme diftrefs. The pitiful mother,
urged by raging hunger, had forgotten the tender-
nefs of her nature, and devoured her infant fon !
The inhuman deed was reported to the king by
her own lips.  Shocked ar the lamentable tale, and
galled with confcious inability to raife the fiege, he
rends his garment in a guft of fury, takes a folemn
oath to be revenged on Elifha, and inftantly dif-,
patches the executioners on the bloody errand, to
behead that holy man of God as the guilty caufe
of all the calamities of his people.

For this outrage no pretext could bemade, une
lefs the manifelt proofs of his being very dear in
God’s fight, and the chief fupporter of true religi-
on in Ifrael.  Qften had the kingdom owed its de-
liverance, under God, to this eminent prophet :
frequently that nation had received great good
through his hands; but no inftance could be pro-
duced in which thofe hands had done it evil. Yet,
now the pul “ic woes, which heaven had juttly in-
flicted for the complicated wickednefs of king and
fubjects, are all imputed to the ill-nature of Elifha;

which forbids his uling that interefy, in heaven on
their



[ 5 1]

their behalf, by which they feem to believe he conld
procure their deliverance whenever he pleafed.

Hence the tyrant dooms him to death. But
no fooner had the meffengers fet out to execute the
fentence, than Joram himfelf fol! ;ws clofe at their
heels. For what purpofe, it cannot certainly be
_dthrminca ; whether awakened by a fmiting confci-
‘ence he haftens to prevent the fatal blow which
himfelf had ordered, to expoftulate with the pro-
phet and obtain fome news of relief: or, iiftigated
by the phrenzy of pafTion, he goes to fatiate his ven-
geance with the fight of the innacent blood fhed at
his command and before his own eyes. Loft to
reafon in the ftorm of wrath, he feels the ¢vil of
punifhment, but forgets the evil of fin. Blind to
his own enormities, to his mother’s abominations,
and to the crimes of his fubjefts which had defer-
vedly drawn down all thefe diftrefles, he wickedly
charges all on the Lorp : as if he made his crea-
tures mifcrable and delizhted to keep themfo; and
merely to aniwer that end, had atually infpired
Benhadad and his hoit wi+h all the ingratitude, av-
arice and ambition, whicu purred on their expedi- -

tion :
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tion : and really infufed into their hearts all the
pride and relentlefs barbarity which marked their
every movement through the whale progrefs of the
prefent invafiop. In this infatuation he gradually
rifes from the prophet’s impeachment to that of his
mafter ; and madly concludes he is now furnifhed
.with a fufficient plea for avowedly cafting off all
further regard to the Lord, to his laws, and religi-
on; and for cutting off the head ¢ Elifha his fer-

ant : while he fpares and careffes the prophets of
Raal, adorns his altars, and cultivates his groves.
Such is the temper with which he belches out the
blafphemy in the words of the text, * This evil is
of the Lord; what fhould I wait for the Lord any

longer 2

The particular call which has conftrained me to
folicit ‘your attention to this fubject, at the prefent
time, will fully excufe me from dwelling longer on
the cafe reprefented in the context. It bids me only
to confider this bold affertion as the language of
unclean lips ; and dirc&ly expreflive of the difpo-
fition of a heart full of enmity againft God. It re-
quires me, from them, humbly to effay fomething

towards
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towards a folution of this long-contefted problem,
WHAT .IS THE ORIGIN OF EVIL? .
The bufinefs then afligned the is, to take occafion
from the words of the text, to enquire whence
evil comes ; and whether it be indeed from the -
Lord, or not ?

Frowm the time allowed for this compofition, and
from the circumftances of bodily infirmity, in which
it was undertaken, no labored difcuffion can be ex-
peted ; nor any thing to fupercede your moft care-
ful attention to the far clearer light which has of-
tentimes been caft on this important point by very
many of the ableft divines in almoft every age: If
this feeble effort may be fo happy as to contribute
ever fo little towards fatisfying the fcruple of the
paincd enquiring confcience, and towa:ds fetting
the truth before you in its natural attitude, freed
from the diftortions in which it has too often been
depittured by the vain fancy which affe@s to be
wife above what is written, although it is born like
the wild affes colt ; and if in the iffue the glory of the
Lord may be promoted, and his church eftablifhed
in the prefent truth, the whole end will be obtain-

ed :
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éd: for, I truft; T can honeftly appeal to the Search-
¢r of hearts; that this, and not the injuring of any
party er individual among the human race; this,
and not an affetation of diftin&ion; this, and this
" alone is aimed at in the prefent attempt.

In purfuit of this defign, it will be neceffary
1. to explain the terms of the queftion,~2. to re-
move the falfe caufes to which evil has been afcri-
bed,—3, to inveftigate the frue,~—and 4. to make
reply to fome objetions.

AL thefe things then (hall be briefly eflayed in
a¢ plain a manner as I can, and in the order in
which they have been juft propofed,

1. By rviL is meant all that oppofes the perfec~
tion and happinefs of the univerfe in any of its
parts. The perfection and happinefs . the uni-
verfe are here put together; becaufe in the nature
of things they are infeparable. Whatever then ime
pairs the former, obftruéts the latter in the fame
degree. To oppofe the one, is to fight againft #a-
ture; to refitt the other, is rebellion againft /aw,
Hecace evil has put on a two-fold afpeét, and been

denominated



f 9 1

denominated by two epithets of diftin&tion : and
hence we hear it fometimes called natural evil, and
fometimes moral; intending by the former whate-
ver militates againft happinefs; while every thing

that maims perfetion is defigned by the latter.

IT is no part of the prefent queftion to afcertain
the real exiftence of evil in the world. That natu~
ral evil has taken place in the fyftem, the pains
and forrows, the mifery, defolation, and ruin fo fre-
quently to be feen, muft forbid us to difpute. Nor
can it be a problem whether moral evil does in fact
exift ; while fo many fins and diforders in the tem-
pers and conduct of mankind every where meet the
enquiring eye; and fix a ftain fo indelible on the
character of the human race.

But from what fource did it proceed? Wha
is its author 2 What caufe gave it being 2 Who is
the efficient where this is the effe€t? This is the

narrow of the queftion concerning its ORIGIN.

~ THaT fpecies of it which has been denom’nated
natural is called evil, as it operates to difturb the
happinefs of the fyftem. But if the univerfe is

B confidered
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confidered as the creature ¢f God, the production
of infinite power, wifdom, and goodnefs exercifed
in concert, it cannot be imagined that this evil arofe
from any defet in its original frame ; o: from the
want of fufficient refources for the complete happi-
nefs of the whole; or from any pleafure taken by
the infinitely benevolent Creator in beholding mi-
Tery among his works : it follows, then, that it muft
have been imroduced by anothér caufe, and really
‘owed its origin to that other kind of evi/ which 15
called moral ; as one that had prcviouﬂy' operated
to impair the perfefticn of the umverfe. =Thus all
“malural evil will be found to be the proper effe@
of moral: and if it be added ihat it is applied un-
der a perfect mroral government, as 2 mean defign-
ed to prevent or reftrain, to corre or punith that
, moral evil which had firft broken in upon the warld ;
in this view natural evil has the higheft congruity
in it, as a.remedy againt the difeafe of moral cvil;
and fo, inftead of evi/, it deferves the name, as it
poflefles the nature of real good. |

MoxaL evil then remains as the only evil in the
univerfe; and the prefent queftion is now to be
confined
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confined to that alone : and to do juftice to it, &
brief view fhoyld be taken, '

II. Of the abfurdity of the theories which hava

afigned falfe caufes for this fad phceenomenon,

Among thefe may juftly be reckoned.

1. Cuaxce: To this as the only and univer-
fal caufe Eri1curus and his followers afcribed
all effects. But when the meaning of this term is
examined by th¢ touch-ftone of reafon and true
philofaphy, it is found to be merely aname, to which
no diftinct idea is annexed : a term expreffive of no
real being; and, in falt, a word fignifying nothing
but the want of a caufe, or rather our ignorance a-
bout one : and henge it appears a prepofterous at-
tempt ta combat this, abfurdity with ferieus argu-
ments :_for, at one glance, it is evident that as chance
has no being, it can have no powers; and if no
powers, then no agency ; and fo this never being
able to a&, can never-be acaufe of any thing, whe-

ther it be good or evil.

2. FaTEe was confidered by the Stoicks and o
thers among the Gentiles, and even by the E/fenes a=
mong
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m.ng the Jews, as the inflexible Sovereign which
neceflarily {wayed the adamantine fceptre gver the
univerfe ; and bound all beings therein in its fet-
ters of iron : Many fine things have been faid by
thriftian writers to ingraft this wild cyon on
the gofpel-ftock ; and reconcile this irreligious
principle to the fyftem propagated by Carist and
his Apoftles : and what pity is it that names fo
great as Auguftine, Zancby, and Lipfius fhould be
proftituted to the fupport of fo bad a cau’e! For,
whoever enters thordughly into the Spirit of that
doctrine, will quickly perceive that fare fignifies
only an eternal, unmeaning neceflity of nature,
which binds all things faft without reafon or de-
‘fign ; and includes God and the world in the im-
moveable bond. From this defcription it follows,
that fate can have no place in the univerfe if thcré
be a Gop : for by the fuppofition it is a caufe fe-
parate from Gop, -indepcndcnt on his being, and

really incompatible with his exiftence.

Nor, even if fate could exift, was it poffible for

it to be the caufe of moral evil ; fince it infers a
.nccefﬁty of all things and aftions, which is utterly
inconfiftent
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inconfiftent with that choice or liberty which muft
ever be held effential to the being of ecither vice

or virtue.

3. Besipes the eternal principle of all good,
the Perfians of old, and after them the Manichees
and Gnoftics in later times, conceived in their brains
the whim of another eternal being, independent on
him; and, by its nature, direttly oppofite to him 2

this they imagined to be the caufe of all evil.

But the fuppofition of the exiftence of fuch a
being is contradittory in itfelf : the very notion of
two contrary beings, co-exiftent, independent, in-
finite, and omnipotent, immediately deftroys itfel{;
and it need only be unfolded to prove it both falfe
and impoffible : for the cxiftence of the one of thefe
beings excludes that of the other; and demonftrates
that any other being could neither be infinite, in<
dependent, nor almighty. In vain then fhall we
try to get rid of any difficulties about the origin of
evil, by recurring to any eternal being which is ori-
.ginally evil in its own nature ; and therefore, natu-
rally difpofed to diffule evil, as an emanation from
itfelf, throughout the univerfe; fince the very exif-

tence of fuch a being is clearly impofiible.
4. Os
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4. OF all the abominations which rendered the
herefies of the ancient Matfz‘cbee:, the Stmonians, and
the Prifcillian:fs deteftable to the pious mind, none
was fo much the object of horror as that by which
they all agreed in charging the only living, the ho~
ly and true Gop with being the qutbor of fin.

A~p it muft be acknowledged that Aufin him-
felf, that great dcfender of th: fiith once delivered
to the Saints, in the heat of his zeal againft the
Pelagian notion of human liberty, was fometimes
carried away into the oppofite extreme; and ex-
plained the do&rine of pradeftinarion and of Pro-
*vidence in terms which gave too much countenance
to this horrible tenet; although no body more op-
enly condemncd the blafphemous do&rine than
himfelf.

THoMmas AquiNas, the head of the popifh or-
der of Dominicans, and the father of the fchool-
divinity, raifed Auftin’s doétrine from the grave
where it had long flept. * And the authority of his

| namre

* He afferted that Gop was the firft and immediate canfe
in the produétion of every thought, aétion, motion or mode ;
that by a phyfical influence, the wills of creatures are prede-
termined, by God, to all things, whether good or bad ; and
hence, that the will is never free in fen/u compofito, though e-
ver fece in fenju divifo, Burnet. on 39 art. page 200, 201,
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name gave fanction to the harfheft founds in thae
fyﬂ:cm; as long as the fcholaftic theology continu-
ed to {way its dire {ceptre over the reafoning faeuls
ties of the human mind. Yer, whateve might be
inferred from that doQuine tending to eftablifh the
idea of God’s being the original fource of moral
év-il, the fchool-men very freely reprobated the

principle itfelf.

WaeN the glorious morning of gofpel-light
dawned on the church in the bleffed reformation
from popery, after fo long a night of deep darknefs ; -
no ftratagems of the anti~chriftian party were tho’t
more likely to overcaft it with a gloomy cloud, and
to perfuade the world to fhut its eyes againft the
blaze of truth then fhining in meridian fplendor,
than the artful infinuations whereby they accufed
the reformed chburch with the blafphemy of charg-
ing Gob as the author of fin. ‘This notion was fo
fhocking to every fair mind; that it was eafy to fee
that any church which efpoufed it, could not long
pafs in the world as a true church of Chrift; there-
fore, Bellarmine, that Goliah of the popifh caufe,
ftrained every nerve to faften this charge on the

Calvinifis 3
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Calvinifts ; affured that, fucceeding in that defign,
he fhould effetually blaft their reputation, and ruin
their caufe. |

But the flander was effe@ually refuted by the
moft exprefs declarations of the reformed churches ;
not only in the learned labors of their, members,
but alfo in public zpolegies, catechifms, fymbols,
or fyftems of divinity, and confeffions of faith fo«
lemnly authenticated by thefe churches in their
'councils, fynods, and general affemblies of divines;
in all which they profefiedly reject this horrible ten-

et in terms of the utmoft deteftation : §

I am very fcnfible, that the Socinians and Re-
monftrants loudly impeached the do&rines of Cal-
vin and Zuinglius with this abfurdity; and certain
ftrong expreflions in fome parts of their works have
becn very eagerly feized and ftrained into that mean-

ing

§ Sce the following public confeflions of faith, publithed by
the reformed churches in Europe, the Helvetic confeflion, art.
8. the Gallic, art. 8. the Belgic, art. 13. the Auguftan, art.
1g. the Canons of the fynod of Dort, art. 1, 5, 15. The 39
articles of the church of England, together with the canons of
that church ; the Weftminiter confeilion and catechifms ; the
confenfus of Polonia, Lithuania, &c. the aéts of the Torunian
‘General Synod ; the public confeffions of faith of the church-
es in Saxcny, Wirtemberg, Bohemia, the Argentinian, that
of the Palatinate, and various others, which I have examined
cr this quelticn, all concur ia reprobating this dottrine,
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ing by their adverfaries. But with what juftice
this, we may learn from the words of that learned
ahd p?bhs reformer Beza ; than whom none had
better opportunity to know the real fentiments of
his friends : « It will not follow (fays he) neither
«“ from Calvin’s do¢trine nor mine, that God is the
¢« author of fin, or that he is pléaﬁfe& with iniquity,
“ or even wills it to be; or that Satan .or men
«« obey God by doing evil : or that they do the
thing which God wills fo far as they do evil, &c.
¢ let all blafphemies of fuch kinds be banithed to

« the greateft diftance, not only from our tongues,

LY

(Y

‘“ but even from our very thoughts.”

" No teftimony can be plainer, unlefs that of Car-
viN himfelf ; when, fpeakmg of fome Libertines
who pleaded that God was the author of fin, he
adds, ‘ Thefe men, by faying that ’tis God him-
<¢ felf thar, by his pi'ovidencc, effets all thefe things,
« really mix and confound all things in’ the uni-
« verfe; they blend not only heaven with earth,
< but even Gop himfelf with the devil : The

C - ¢ wicked

1 Beza, tra@ : de Pradeftin : contra Caftellionem :
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« wicked man is moved to his fin by his own avas
¢ rice or ambitiom, or envy, or cruelty ; nor has he
é regard to any other end than what thefe propofe ;
« therefore, it is from that root, that i is, from the
“ aﬁ'c&xons of his own heart and the end he aums'
¢ at, that his work takes 1ts true quahty, and thencc
“itis defervedly judged to be evil.” t

- As it would be eafy to multiply quotations from
all their own writers, to thew in what abhorrence
the refouned churches ever held this doétrine ; fo
i would be by no means a difficult tafk to produce
tetinhoni¢s from the exprefs words of many of the
ancients, who have been called THz raTHERS in
the chriftian church, to prove that the body of that
churchin fheir' days, and from the earlieft a‘ntiquity‘
was as far from rccemng this prmenple as it has
bccn ﬁnce the Reformal:an. + This however,

would

. § Calv. inftrufio: contra Libertinos. Cap. 14

4+ The learned reader will fee full evidence of this, if he
infpe@s Chryfoftom de provident: lib. 1. Auguftin: re-
trak: lib. 1. cap. 26. de civit: Dei lib. 5. cap. 9. Ambros:
de vocat. gent. lib: 2. cap. 8. tom. z.” Tertull adverfus
Marcion: lib. z. Jerome i1n Habak: cap. 1. and in Ezek.
eap. 10, and cap. 18.- Lombardus: lib. 1. fent. diftinét. 38,
40, 45. Clemens: Alexandr: Stromat, lib. 1. Cyprian »
Epift. 50, 55, &¢. &c.
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would be as tedious to you as it is needlefs in iefelf s
the concurrent fenfe of them all may be feen well
éxprcifcci in the fentence of that lecarned and judi-
cious German divine, HerMan Witsius; hi;
words are, * To make Gop the author of fin is
¢ fuch dreadful blafphemy, that the thought can-
“ not, without horror, be entertained by any chrif-
“ tian : Gob, indeed created man mutably good,
« infallibly forefaw his fin, fore-ordained the permif-
“ fion of that fin : really gave man fufficient power
¢ to avoid jt, but which could not 3& without his
 influx : and though he influenced his faculties ta,
* moral or phyfical aétions without influencing the
¢ moral goodnefs of thofe attions, all which appear
“ from the event, yet God neither is, nor in any
€ rcfpc& can be the author of fin.”

But there is no need that our faith fthould ftand:
in the wifdom of men on this fubje®t; while the
voices of reafon and- revelation concur in bearing
fo loud a teftimony againft the error in queftion,
Reafon indeed maintains that, as there muftbea

firflt

q§ Oecconomy of the Coyenants, vol, 1, pags 184
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firft caufe of all things; fo there can be hut oxe
fuch. His nature alone can claim independence ;
of that eternal nature it is the prerogauve to exift
and a% in all thmgs from 1tfelf without aﬁiﬁance
or influence from any other : The whole created
univerfe bcmg his work, in , the conﬁru&xon Qf it
he furnifhed himfelf with a fufﬁcxency of m&ru-
ments, to be ufed as fecond caufes in condu &ing
jts feveral movements to anf'wer h;s end: all the fe,
however, depend abfolutely on the firft caufe for
the bcgmmng of their exxﬂ:ence and therefore, al-
fo for its continuance : for this bcmg an eﬁe& of
the fame kind with that, muft owe itfelf to no lefs
powerful a caufe. The power of afting in any be-
ihg rifes out of its effence ; as the operation itfelf
does out of the power. Whatever l;eing then is
debtor to another ‘for the effence, muft be fo for
the active power too : Indeed the power of ating,
being greater than that of mere exiﬁeﬁee, feems to
require greater exertion of energy in the caufe which

produces it.

To the prefent fubfiftence of the world, then,

Providence is as neceflary as Creation, The pow-
| er
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¢r of the firlt caufc muft continue to be exerted, or
the cxlﬁcnce of the creature mufl ceafe; or, if it
continues to be, it mu{’c bc mdepcndcnt ; and really
be fo far, an cﬂ"e& mthout a caufe : and 1f it can
be fuch for one moment, why not for a fccond ?

Why not for ever ?

Frou the nature of caufation, it is certain there
can be no pofitive reality in the effe&t which was
not firft in the caufe; fince no being can give what
it has not: ’tis nd lefs certain there can be no de-
gree of pofitive entity in the effect which this caufe
has not put inta it; otherwife the ftream might rife
higher than the fountain, and contain more than it
has rccéived from thence. It follows, then, thyt
the phyfical good which fccond caufes put forth in-
to thofe motions and a&s, by which thcy continue
to exercife thc feveral powers ‘of their natures, thcy
muft receive wholly from a phyﬁcal influx of the
firlt caufe, into their naturcs, at that mﬂ:ant, com-
municating that good to them: and if this is ne-
ceffary to the continuance of fuch alts, furely i it
cannot be lefs ncceﬂ‘ary to their beginning ; for the
tranfition from a {tatc of inaction to attion, is evi-

dently
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dearly greattr than from the beginning to the con-
fisuing of the fame a&.

WHaT has been faid of phyfical gaod is nat lefy
true of that which is moral. This is afuperior and
more perfect kind of entity than that. Thefecond
caufe then can no more be fuppofed tp put this in-

o any of its alts, unlefs it receives it alfa from the
influx of the firft caufe; for 1f ‘it fhould then, in that
cife, the fecaad caufe muft have become the firft;
God and the creature muit have exchanged places
# point of 'dcpendcncc; and if God give exiftence
only to the phylical good, and the creature to the
moral ; thcﬁ the creature is dependent on God for.
the leaft, and God dependent on it for the greateft.

ALrTHOUGH this reafuning fairly concludes, that
God alone is, and ever will remain, the firft caufe
of all real, pofitive being, and of all good, both
natural and Qloral; in the univerfe ; it will by no,
fncans lead us to infer that he is alfo the author or
caufc of evil, That this fuppofition is no lefs im-
poffible than it is abfurd, I prefume, might be
made very manifeft, had we time duly to_ confidet.
the following plain and undeniable truths,

h ¥
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i. be nature of God forbidsit. Froei 4 firfe
principle already laid down it follows, that evil can
fiever comrte from any other than an evil caufe. Bue
reafon and fcripture join to affure us, that the true
God is altogether good, good in perfedtion, yea, his
very effence infinite, eternal, abfolute goodnefs, un<
mixed apd. underived; the only original good, and-
the fource.of all the good that ever fhall be found
in the univerfe. And, if.fo, then there can be no
¢vil in his nature. Poffefling no evil - himfelf; it is
impoffible he fhould commimicate any te his crea-
.tures ¢ for all his commumications muft come out
of himfelf; none of thefe can be evil, until there
be evil in that fountain from*which they flow.

a. Itis contrary to falf. In thofe of his works,
in the natural worlcf, with which we are _acqqainted,' ,
no evil i to be found : the more they are known, °
the more they are admired; by how much the more
exaltly they are cxaxhinea,' by fo much the more
do they fet forth the power, wifdom, and goodnefs
of their Creator ; and appear to be all beauty, or-
der, and fitnefs in themfclves. Now the rational -

creation
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creatiqn was more perfet in its kind than the otMer
works of Gob; it was alfo defigned to occupy a
more elevated rank in the fcale of created exiftence ;
ic therefore, furely, could not be lefs perfe&t, in pu-
rity from evil ingrediénts in the effential qualities
of its nature, than the reft; for it cannot bé ima-
gined, that care was taken in the formation of a
gnat or grain of fand, and none in the conftitution
of a man or an angel. And hence, fo far as this topic
of proof may reach, we muft conclude; that as the
evil now in queftion was not, either the whole of
the nature of the great firft caufe, nor any part there-
of ; {o iz was not one of his creatures, nor a natural

ingredient in any thing he made.

3. The notion we 1mplcad is contradl&orv to
the declared Judgmcnt of God himfelf. Revelation
informs us, that when the great Creator had finifh-
ed his work ; on a folemn review of the whole, he
pronounced every part of it, as it came from his

creating hand, to be very coop. Gen. 1. 31.

4. Asevil had no place in the nature of God, it
could not be in his will, For, withequal truth, it

may
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may be fuid of the divine will as of his intelle®
it is his very cffence; itis no adj;n&, no accident,
no mixturc, or appendix of his being, nor any thing
elfe but God himfelf, willing agreeably to his na-
ture. It is evident, then, that as nothing but good
is found in that nature; nothing but good can be
the direct and proper object of his will.  This, in-~
deed, 1s eflcntial to the will, even of creatures;
through the prefent imperfetion of man, however,
he often muftakes his mark ; and choofes evil in-
ftead of good : Yet, it is under the appearance of
good,j and only when apprehended as fuch, that e«
vil is willed.

BuT the infinite intelle®, is incapable of beinz
impofed on, by falle appearances: He never can
be in any danger then of willing evil under the
mafk of good. Whate.er he apprehends to Le
good, is fo in fal&t., He therefore, cannot will evil
by miftake: Nor can he will it knowingly; for,
that would be to will contrary to his own nature ;
fuchawillina being'all good, would be a princi-
ple of felf-deftruttion. * Nay, the idea of Gui’s

®  Vid. Baxteri method : theolog: chriftian . par. 1.
€ap. 2. page 7o.
D
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willing evil, is contradiory in itfelf. Every will,
neceffarily refts in its own ats. But this would be,
in fa&, willing contrary to his own will; that is,

willing and nilling the famc thing at the fame time.

Nor can the idea of God’s willing evil be ever
admitted by fuch as deny it to be his creature: for
between his willing the exiftence of it, aad aftually
creatiig it, there can be no difference; fince it is
on all hands confefled that rio other exertion than
a bare att of his will, was ever employed in giving

being to the univerfe, or to any creature contained
in it

§. The abfurdity of this do&rine might be evin-
ced from the nature of moral evil itfclf. The will
of God is the rule and ftandard of virtcue.  Whate-
ver is willed and done, to agree with that, is moral-
ly good, or virtuous. In the effence of virtue then
there is a pofitive entity. The direction of alts by
adue application of the powers or faculties of the a-
gent to richt of objelts, in a fuitable manner, can-
not belong to a mere non-entity. No : Reafon is
conftrained to acknowledge, that fuch adjuftment

, of
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of a&sto rule implies the prefence of a real and
pofitive nature, regulating both the impulfive and
final caufes of action, and giving it both the matter
and the form which agrees with the kaown will of
the great Lawgiver. What then is vice 2 All agree
to anfwer, it is the direct oppofite to virtue ; and that
in all refpeéts. Granting this one point, we muft
conclude, if virtue, then, is a pofitive ; vice muft be
a negative, in the nature of things. That requires
3 pofitive caule, exerting real power to produce fo
important an effect : but this adinits cnly a negative
caufc; not efficient and powerful, but deficient and
weak. The oneisareal e~ s, diffufed through
all the habits and acts of moral agents which are fit
and right; and conveying to them all fuch quali-
tics as the grand ftandard requires: The other 1s
only the privation, the want, or abfence of that pof-
itive nature : hence ’tis called anomy : or, want of
coniormity to the law. This want is defet. And
the produltion of defects, cannot be the obje of
power. Unlefs, therefore, we would venture to fay,
that the great firft caufe is adeficient caufe ; we may
not go about to affirm, that it required-an exeruion

of
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of his omnipotent energy to produce fiz; or that
defet, non-entity, or mere privation is the effect of

divine creating might.

Tuat influx of Providence, which was ftated a-
bove as neceflary to give being and continuance to
every power and operation of created agents, was
confidered as acting only in effeting geod, both of
the phyfical and moral kind. Now it appears, that
it could not produce any thing elfe; for nothing
elfc has areal or pofitive nature. Thatinflux, then,
may be faid to extend to the fupport of all natural
powers; and to all their natural exertions, or ap-
Plications to their proper objects; for inall thefe,
there is a phyfical good, and nothing elic: But
it cannot be from thence inferred, that it alfo is
concerned jn caufing that anomy, or moral evil
which attends any of thofe exertions ; becaufe there-
in is not to be found either good, or entity : and
therefore, nothing which can be the object of eicher

the will or the pawer of the All-perfet mind.

6. From all that has been faid, it muft be evi-

]
dent, that God caanct be the natural cavic of fin :
fince
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fince he cannot, by any phyfical influence, convey
moral evil into the nature or alts of any creature :
and that he is not its moral caufe, will be no lefs
manifeft to the mind that confiders the nature and
tendency of his voice in confcicnce, and in the law
he has revealed. For by ncither of thele does he
influence, perfuale, or command his creatures to
it; on the contrary, he warns, and dehorts; for-
bids, and threatens it; yea, punifhes too, and does
all that moral government, as fuch, can do to

prevent it.

7. In the produftion of effefts, all caufes may
be reduced to the efficient.  Where feveral efici-
eats are concerned, it Is an ancient niaxim that the
efie@ always foilows the neareft;, or immediate
caufe. ‘The agent, then, is, in thic view, the caufe
of his own a7z, Whatever ¢vil 7 “ound in them
is all his own; he alone is the = hor of his own
fins, nor cra it he (ail, thar Go % his maker is the
caule of his being fo. T+ Tor .owever we affert

him

+ Whoever won'd - this - Arir - fully difcuffed, mav con-

Mult Cerlock e i ey 0 —z20 Do&or John d-
wards’ body or diviut,, volo 1., juge 79=—87. Alvarsz de
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him to be UNIVERSALLY THE FIRST CAUSE ; it
will by no means follow, that he is the immediate,
efficient caufe of all things. To affirm this 1s
down-right Panthcijm. Pleading, in this fenfe, that
God is all thkings, we unavoidably infer, that 4/
tbinzs are God. The terms are convertible ; and
the propofitions rectprocal. If this dotrine were
indeed true, then creatures muft not be confidered
as poltfiing any real beings, or faculties of their
own : the powers and alts of one would thus be-
come the powers and acts of all the reft, as muca
as his : nay, thus, dhey are all reduced to be mere
parts of the Deity himfclf; or only fo many vary-
ing modes of his exiftence. And here all debate
on this fubjel, is immedsately cut off for ever : on
this hypothaefis, there is, and there can be no
being but Gud alone: No creatures can ever
be produced, ruled, rewarded or punifhed :—
To attempt fuch ats towards them, would be

only
auxliis. Folgentius ad Monim: 1lib. 1. cap. 6. Van Maf-
tr.che, ib. 2. cap. 1. pages 2-1, 8gz. Turretin: loc. g. paze
671. Amefii medulla: page 60. Wollebii Compend : lib.
2. cap 3. pige 2t. Pareus in Urfin: caterk par. 1. p. 47,

¢-, 21 : but above all, Baxter’s Method : theol : pages
6.—79. 20z—234.



[ 3r ] .
only making the experiment on himfelf : and
thus fhould we be landed at open atheifm ! For
that doitrine which afferts that every thing is the
Deity, plainly teaches us to believe there is no De-
ity at all : the divinity of every ftick, ftone, infelt
and grain of fand, being at leaft as hard ro believe,
as the exiitence of the world without a Maker, or

the produttion of eFefts without a caufe.

Havinc thus endeavoured the removal of falfe

caufes for the origin of evily let us now proccc 1

II1. To inv:figate the true. All pofitive fub-
ftance is either Gop or creatures. It has been pro+
ved, we truft, that God is totally and eternally clear
of this charge. It remains then, that meral evil

muft have arifen from a created moral agent. -

1. A moral agent ; for fuch only are capable of mo-
ral good or evil. Al orders of being that are de-
void of reafon and of the confcience of obligation,

are alike incapable of both.

8. A created agent ; fince it now appears, that
the Creator of al} could not give being to evil with-

out denying himfclf, and working contradictions.
Bur
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But this could not iffue from any original faule
in the nature of fuch beings. For; that created
moral agents'ﬂmuld have any real evil in any facul-
ty of their natures; that they fhould lack any fac-
ulty, or any good qua'lity tn any faculty, that mighe
be neceffary for enabling them to right ation; or
the want of which might caufe them, by a natural
inclination, to lean to wrong! or, in a word, that
their natures fhould labor under any defect, as they
at firlt dropt from the All-creating hand : thefe all
are fuppofitions which would infer, either that fuch
agents were not the creatures of Gop; or that he
himfelf was not a being of pure rectitude of nature,
and fo would not make his creatures completely
pure, or that through fome deficiency of wifdom
or power, he could not produce a creature to his

mind ; and fo the effe was contrary to its caufc.

Now, in the idea of created motal agents, which
poflcfs in their original conftitution, all the ratural
good, which, as fuch, they ought to have, it is im-
plicd that they have 1ft. underftandings to difcern
what is good, 2dly. wills to choofe it, and 3dly. li-

berty,
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Bgrty, or power to alt, or not to alt, at their own
plcaﬁire ; without controul, or coation from any
foreign force. Of thefe powers, the fecond is ne«
ceflary to their being really agents . for, fo far as
creatures are moved involuntarily, they are merely
paffive. There can be no fort of agency of theirs
in the cafe. The fir# is requifite to their being
rational agents; for without perception and com-
parifon of objelts, and a judgment drawn up there~
on, however, they may be faid to be voluntary, as
having wills to choofe what pleafes them ; yet they
canriot be faid to choofe rationally, having no rea-
fon leading to fuch choite. And the tbird is in-
difpenfible to their being moral agents: Since with-
out liberty they could not be fubjets of law; nor
capable of being moved by arguments ot entreaties ;
deftitute of this power, they could not, in juftice,
be liable to blame or punifhment ; nor would praife,
thanks, of reward, be applicable to them for any
part of their conduét : remove this from their na-
ture, and thenceforth all pains taken with them by
others to educate or inftruét, to perfuade or re-

Jprove, to encourage or deter them are vain and

E fruitles
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fruitlefs things ; yea, and all enquiry and confide-

ration—all refolutions and endeavours, even BY
themfelves, are utterly prepofterous and futile,
Moral government is government by law, by mo-
tive, by reafon, by reward and punifhment, accor-
ding to the congruity of things. A creature, then,
endowed only with underftanding and will, “but
deftitute of liberty, is fo far from being a capable
fubje& of fuch government, that he is reduced to
the rank of a mere machine; and all his motions
are the effe&t of fércilgn force : he himfelf is no
agent in them; nor any thing elfe than the paflive
fubje&t of mechanical impulfe.

By this power is not meant a liberty to perceive
or not the objefts prefented by the fenfes. It is
_conceded, that in perception, the mind is paffive.
Yet even here it feels a power to attend, more or
lefs, to retain, recall or difmifs the idea at its plea-
fure. Nor is it taken for a liberty of judging of
an.y perceptions contrary to evidence, or agreeable
to it ; although- in this ftage too the mind is con-~
fcious of a power of ftaying judgment, till after more
careful fcrutiny ; of examining the matter fairly,

and
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and attending equally to both fides, or the cantra-
ry; aliberty of availing itfelf of all the light that
can be obtained, or contenting it with lefs ; and of
giving to each part impartially its full weight in the
feales of deliberation, or not, juft as it pleafes. Ner
is it underftood of a power of indifference to con-
trary extremes; a power which can nrever att with-
out keeping its pofleffor in a fate of total fufpenfe,
incapable of any choice whatever : nor, in a word,
do we interd by it a power of choofing againft all
motive ; or affeGting independence on God: but
only liberty of afting according to our choice, and
of choofing freely whatever is agreeable to the laft
dittate of the pratical judgment, unconftrained

by any foreign power.

Tuis is a fpecies of liberty which every body
fo plainly perceives, that it is hardly pofiible to
make any man fincerely to believe, in the cool of
retircment, that he does not poflefs it. This ine
ward confcioufnefs is 'immediate; and carries cer-
tainty with it, and without it, nothing could imprefs
en the mind a fenfe of moral obligation; nothing

could be conceived of as duty; nor could one mo-

ment’s
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ment’s remorfe ever be felt within for the greateft

tranfgreffions ; all fenfe of guilt, or fear of punifh-

ment for moral evil muft be utterly cut off,

WHATEVER is ufeful, is liable to abufe: and by
how much the more importaﬁt the ufes which any
thing can ferve; by fo much the abufes of it are
the mare deftru@ive : it now appears that libery is
#llential to moral agency : without it there could
be no yirtue in the creation: but the very exiftence
of libérty apens the door for its ~bcin.g abufed : and
the abufe of it is, in fa®, the inmediate fourcé of
all vice. And thus, at length, we have found out
£he¢ Acban in the camp : the object of our refearch
now ftands confefled the true cadg, or ORIGIN OF

ALL THE EVIL in t:c univerfe,

- To fuppofe created moral agents naturally capa-
ble of abufing their liberty, is not inconfiftent with
the idea of the. original re€titude of their natures;
#"oi' however perfect that rectitude, yet there are
eertain circumftances attending fuch natures, which
cannot fail to convince unbiaffed minds that, from
the real exiftence of created fubjects of moral go-

vernment,
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vernment, the pofible cxiﬁenccz of moral evil is a

natural confequence.

As creatures they are finite. An infinite creature
i a contradi@ion. To be infinite is to be Gop. If
their natures are limited; fuch mutt be all the fac-
qulties which compofe them : for the part cannot be
greater than-the whole. Hence each faculty can
be applied only to fome obje@ts; not to all. Each
is fitted for its place and end ; and fo is naturally
right in itfelf, and to 1t a peculiar obje&, fuited to
its nature, is allotted by i§§ great author. In its
application to this, its proper objelt, lies the conti-
nuance of its retitude. And in the neglect of this,

or in its application ta another, its fall.

THat fuch:mifapplication of faculties is poflible,
is plainly declared by the lir:ited nature of them
all. A finite underﬁandin{j cannot fee all objects
at once ; nor all parts of th: 'falme objeét ; hence it
cannot be infallible 1n its conceptions or judgments
about any. ‘The narrow:fs of its limits occafiong
the cantemplation of one part, of courfe, to exclude
'that of the reft: its beft views of things ate, of.

N | confequence
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gonfequence, partial. From partial views wrong
judgments m.zy arife : by wrong judgments the ob-
jective motives may, be unfairly prefented to the
will: and thys wrong volitjons may be induced.
Thence enfues naturally a mifapplication of all the
powers; and fo is brought forth all the evi/ which
belongs to the affections, paflions, and condu& ;
all thefe being under the controul of the will as the
commanding faculty in moral agents,

Acain, from the very nature of a limited un-
derftanding muft arife a fucceffion of ideas. This
can be fuperceded by nothing but a capacity which,
grafping all objecs at once, and taking in equally
the paft, the prefent, and the future, is above the
poffibility of ever feeing any thing new.

Ax infinite intelle¢t is thus incapable of any idea
but one: that one contains all things: and hence
its view never can admit a change. Not fo the fi-
nite mind. Viewing things piece-meal, it muft
be conftantly cha‘ngin.g its iqléas; as the circum-
ftances or appearances of their objects are fhifted,
or its knowledge of them increafed. And thus ev-

ery
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ery finite intelligence is naturally mutable. To
make one otherwife would be to deify it; immuta-
bility being an attribute competent only to the in-

finite and eternal nature.

Nor would the natural mutability of created
moral agents have been removed by an alteration
of their rank in the univerfal fcale. Had they been
placed one ftep lower, they muft have mingled
with the brutal or inanimate tribes. All moral a-

gency on their part was thenceforth impoffible.—
The wifdom of the Deity requires that all creaturea

be ruled agreeably to the powers and faculties
which are effential to their natures. This would,
therefore, furely forbid creatures of fuch a clifs, e-
ver to be put under moral government; and in-
ftantly confign them over to the mechanic force of
matter and motion. This rank would have made
them impeccable indeed: but then it wou'd have
placed them equally out of the reach of virtuetoo 3
and demonftrated, at once, the inconfiftency of put-
ting them under law; as that ever fuppofes the
peccability of the fubject.

Oxn
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Ox iiie other hand, to h: e rdifed them highei‘
" dmong rational creatures, to any fuppofable degree,
would not have mended the matter ; for, rife we ev-
er fo high in that fcale, if we ftop fhort of infinity,
the creature is ftill left limited in nature ; and there-
fore, mutable ftill. Inftead of fuperceding the dan-
ger, then, elevation w yuld but enhance it; for the
fmalleft ftumble in the moft exalted, would be an
evil equal to the greateft fall in the meaneft intelli-
gence: and the beft natures, when depraved, be-

come the worft.

THus it appears, that the highcﬁ creature is na-
turally capable of failing from its native innocence,
without any thing foreign to compel it: poffefling
liberty, it may abufe it: furnifhed with faculties, it
may mifapply them to objeéts unfuitable to their
nature and end ; and fo introduce moral evil, with
all its confequences, into the fyftem. And this na-
tural fallibility muft co-extend with the exiftence of
fuch creatures, and endure as long as they ; unlefs
the Creator himfelf fhall be pleafed, at fome peri-
od, to interpofe, and withdraw that liberty ; or con~

firm



[ 4 1
firm all the other powers againft the danger of a fall ;

or fupercede the exercife of thofe faculties to which -
himfelf had given being.

SucHu interpofition, however, would be utf:erly
inconfiftent with their continuance in a ftate of pro-
bation. To fupercede the natural exercife of its
faculties muft deftroy the moral agenéy of the crea-
ture, on the wheels of whofe motions the ftopper ..
is fixed. It would alfo feem everfive of the defign
of the creation of fuch faculties: it could not be
denied that, by preventing the ufe of the powers he
had beftowed on fuch creature, its Maker would
appear to be pulling downt with one hand what he
built with the other. Such interference before
their probation is expired, would ftand in dire&
contradiion to moral govcmmcrit.— Freedom is
neceffary to both virtue and vice. The creature,
then, who is, by thefe means made incapable of vice,
‘could no longer poffefs or exercife virtue by his
own choice; and therefore not at all. The law,
far from being honored with any fort of obedience
from him, is in effe@ repealed, all its injunétions
arc made null and void at one ftroke : the moml

K obligation
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ebligation of thé creature is cancelled ; and the ade
thority of the great Legiflator at an end.

Acainst this reafoning, the gracious a& by
which it has pleafed God to cenfirm angels and
perfe& faints in virtue and holinefs, {o as to rendes
them for ever impeccable, is no juft ground of ob-
jeGtion; for the immutability enfuing thereon is
not natural ; but conferred on them by a fpecial
gift of divine grace: this gift was not beftowed
until their ftate of probation, as moral agents ftand+
ing candidates for blifsful rewards, was fully éxpir-
ed. When they received this confirmation their
trial was over; and retribution begun: all the
proofs of their allegiance, which God required of
them, had previoufly been exhibited; and for all
the time which he was plealed to appoint for them
to ftand probationers for final acceptance : they had
been weighed in the balance of their awful Judge;
Well done, ye good and faithful fervamts! had
_dropped from his lips: enter into the joy of your
_Eord ! had begun their heavenly ftate, and infur-
.ed the everlafting poffeflion of it: and this confir-
mation in holinefs is defervedly to be confidered as

the
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the chief jewel in that crown of life which confti-
tutes the future and eternal reward of him that ov-
ercometh ; after it is found that he hath endured
to the end.

IN this procedure theye is nothing unfuitable ta
that ftate of confummation, wherein the fervant is
allowed to reft from his hbors, while his works do
follow him ; but, had the Deity thus dealt with his
rational creafures from their firft coming into exif-
tence ; he could nat thenceforth have confidered
them as in a ftate of probation; nor properly the
fubjets of any future reward for whatever right aéts
might be dane by them fubfequent to fuch confir-
mation : nor could they ever be called to judgment,
or to render an account for any fuch part of their
duration as fucceeded it : on this {core, the folemn
procefs of the great tribunai would ‘be turned into
a ridiculous farce; and all the bufinef; of the great
day dwindle into a pompous piece of empty and
affeted pageantry.

So far, then, is it from being fit that the gheat
Creator fhould be expected to ftep forth, immedi-
ately
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ately on the creation, and deftroy thofe very powers
of his creatures, with which he had declared him-
felf well-pleafed when he made them; that, on the
reverfe, the dignity of his government required,
that whatever he does thh them fhould rather be
calculated to ﬁrcngthcn cach faculty to conftant
excrcxfe in the natural way.

Tue wifdom of the eternal King forbids his
effaying to govern one clafs of fubjeéts, according
to the natures which he had indeed conferred on a-
nother fpecies of his creatures, but with-held from
them. This indeed neceflitates that every fpecies
of beings be atted and managed agreeably to its
own fpecific powers: and fo infers that he will at-
tempt to a&t raﬁonal creatures merely by phyfical
or mechanical force; no more thah he will go a-
bout to move ftocks or ftones only by the influence
of argument or perfpaﬁon. | |

Frowm the very idea of moral government it may
be gathered that, as its fubjets are moral agents ;
{o’the fceptre is fwayed over them by moral engines ;

fuch as law, motive, reafon, argument, promife and
threatening.
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threatening. Such government alone is adapted
to the nature of the fubje&t; and therefore, worthy
of the great Ruler: and that fuch government a-
Jone fthould be ufed with fuch kind of fubjects, will
not be difputed ; if we confider ghat any other would
be contrary to the natures of the parties concerned
in the cafe, and inconfiftent with their relatjons to
each other; and that this is indeed true wil] appear
if we, for a momcnt, attend to the following ohvi-

ous rcmarks. .

To every fingle being, a fingular, definite effence
is neceffarily rcqunrcd From this are derived all
its natural properties : or, rather, effence and pro-
perties reciprocally involve each other. Thefe are
the law of that nature. And ever determine poth
the manner and the meafure in which it will a&t or
be acted on in every fuppofeable cafe; for all be-
ings att like themfelves, or accqrding to the natures
which they feverally pofief. o

WHEN one being exifts alone, as the Deity did
before the creation, it has no relations. Nor can
it; fince there are no correlates ; no other .beings

- exiiting
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exifting to which it can ftand retated. ¥t can, there-
fore, lie under no obligations ; nor have any thing
to proinpt, to direct, or to limit its a&ions; fave
its own nature only. Whatever that leads it to
purfue muft be right; fince there fubfifts no rela-
tion which can be violated ; nor any being to which
it can do wrong. In this cafe, God atted from
mere abfolute {overeignty from eternity : and might
have continued fo to att for ever : his own felf-fu’-
ficency, in which he had been blefled hitherto,
fhews that he needed not any creature to make or
keep him happy.  And cr-atures, being tien mere
non-entity, had no claims to exifccncc ; apd,' there-

fore, to nothing elfe.

BuT as foon as two, or more beings exift, even
in 1les, certain relations commence between them;
thefe arc founded in their refpective natures ; and
in their concern with thofe of each other. From
thefe relations arifes a /gw, now fuperadded to that
of the fingle effence of each; and this comes in
with that to a fhare in prompring, regulating and
reftraining the acts of each nature; and fo is partly
ccacerred in determining what is right in each.

| Ta
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T'o treat every being agreeably to its nature and
relations; is right : for thus no law is violated, no
truth denied, and every thing is treated as it is.—
To treat it otherwife, is wrong : as it is practically
ﬁming it as what, or where it is not ; it is doing
violence to the naturc; and in fadt dé_nyin'g and
oppofing the truth of things. And hence it fol-
Tows, that between right and wrong, there is a real
difference; and that difference is natural, ctCrna.l;
and unchangeable.

THe infinite wifdony of God could not but fea
what natures and relations fhould fubfift in the uni=
verfe as foon as he defigned to create'it: and fo
perceive what treatment would be right from him
to each, from each to him, and from each to all
tl.e others, & v. v.

THe perfett reftitude of his nature could not
but approve this right treatment ; and fhew his
approbation by making that to be the grand, t'bé ori<
ginal, the univer/il Law; and ufing his authority

to bind all creatures to perfe& conformity to it.—
. Yes, and (with reverence be it fooken) to bind

himfelf
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Himfelf to obférve that fome rule of right, in all his
own conduét towards every being which he ever
thould be pleafed to create.

No morc, then, ca.n he be conﬁdcrcd as a&mg
towards creatures, once made, merely m the hght
of an ablolute fovr.rclgn He has willed to pre-
fcnbc to himfelf a ceftain line of condu&: from
which he never will dcv1atc, and that. is t}_lc line of
f.»crfc& right; or that which will deal with, or go-
vern all creatures according to their fratures and
felations.

. Wuen we fpeak of the fovereignty of G o b,
then, in any aéts done fubfequent to creation ; we
ought to mean; not arbitrary plcafu;'e abftracted
from all reafon or rule; but the SuprEME himfelf,
freely exercifing his power towards his own crea-
tures ; according to his own will, unawed by any
fuperior, ard independent on the creatures them-
felves ; yet only in a way perfedtly agreeable to all’
his perfections; and therefore, in exat conformity

" to all the relations of himfelf, and the creatures

which
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which he iules. * In giving being, God ats the
abfolute fovereign in the higheft fenfe: this is truc
both of the #ew nature and the o/d. Moral govern-
ment has nothing to de with the aét which creates,
It begins where that ends. It finds the natures of
its fubjelts already produced ; ‘and themfelves in
atual poffeffion of the kind of exiftence allotted
them by the creating Sovereign. It takes them up
as it finds them ; and treats them according to the
natures they have ; and that in the very beft man-
ner each nature can admit. To man in a ftate of
primitive innocence, it affords all advantages which
his ftate of probation could allow. To man f.jzllcn,
and unregencraté, it offers all he needs; and freely
gives all he will receive: and to the fcnéﬁred, it
furnithes every thing neceflary for the fupport,
growth, exercife and perfc&ioh of the new nature
which he enjoys; bur, in all, it alts in péffeé‘t con-

fitency with the natures with which it hastodo.

G . "~ Nor

® Sovereignty, feparated from all refpe to goodnefs, is no
ea of God: but of fome mercilefs tyrant rather; vea, of
the fpirit of darknefs, that ftrong armed man ; but power ard
ftrength guided by goodnefs and holinefs, are trulv heaven-
ly and divine.  Dr. Epwarp’s body of div, voi. 1. p. 78,
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’ Nor does this manner of government eclipfe any
of his perfections : Bithop Burnet has well faid, that
¢ God having made men free creatures; his govern-
“ ing them accordingly is no diminution of his au-
¢ thority : it is only carrying on his creation accord-
“ ing to the feveral natures that he has putin that va-
¢ riety of beings, of whichit is compofcd. There-
¢ f'orc, if fome of God’s ats, with relation to men,
¢ are not fo free as his other a&ts are, and as we
“ might fuppofc, neceffary to the ultimate perfec-
“ tion of an independent being ; this arifes not
¢ from any defect in the ats of God ; but becaufe
“ the nature of the creature that he intended to
¢ make free is inconfiftent with fuch ads. Thc_
« Divine Ommnipotence is not leflened becaufe fome
¢ of his works are more beautiful than others: fo,
¢ if that liberty with which he intended to endue
“ thinking beings, is incompatible with fuch pofi-
“ tive alts, and fo poﬁtivc a Providence as governs
¢ natural things and this material world ; this is no

% way derogatory to the fovereignty of his mind.” *®
I

® Burn : on 39 arts. page 217
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In fupport of the fa.mc‘ ideas Dr. Edwards ob-
ferves, that < When we fay God can do all things ;
“ thofe are excepted which involve in them a flat
< cantradicion : thus ke cannat caufe the fame
¢ thing to be and not ta be at the fame time: he
€ cannot make things paftta be prefent. Not be-
¢ caufe ‘there is any reftraint of his power. .But
¢ becaufe thafe things caonot be done. So God
¢« cannot make truth to be falfehood; and Le
“ would be no God if he could do evil.” §

W e may now venture to add, that, fo far as the
moral government here reviewed, is, in fact, admi-
niftred, if any of its fubje&s fall ; the whole blame
is to be laid at the door of the falling creature; for
whatever evil is thercby brought on itfelf or on the
fyftem. Since this mode of adminiftration may
well warrant the Governor to fay, what could have
been done for my fubjets, by me, in this charac-
ter, that I have not done ? even as he had a right
to give the fame challenge in the charaéter of Cre-

ator when he had originally given them all, and on-
. Iy

t Dr. John Edward’s body, vol. 1, page 61,
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Iy fuch powers and faculties as belonged to the

place of rational and moral agents.

It follows, then, that the doétrine of God’s be-
ing the author of fin is as directly contrary to the
‘nature of his government; and inconfiftent with
the moral agency of his fubjeéts; and fo with the
very being or poffibility of fin itfelf ; as it is blaf-
phemy againft the goodnefs and re@irude of the

divine nature,

LET us now proceed

IV. To confider fome objections againft the

doftrine here maintained.

Tuesz have ever been making by the enemies
of the divine government. But they have alwzys
varied their appearance, as the leading notions in
the fchemes of their makers have difagreed. ¢« What-
< ever is fixed on as the primary idea of Gog, all
<« things mulft be fo explained as to be canfiftent
¢ with that.,” * The abfolute fovereignty already

mentioned is fixed on by fome: and, in the view
of

¢ PBurnet, page 223,
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of fuch m:nds, all divine attributes are reduced o
it. This feems in their ideas, to fwallow up and
abforb all the other perfections of the nature of God.
Thither they repair for an afylum in every thing
that puzzles their fyftem of divinity. This is the
two-édged fword with which they cut every gor-
diap-knot in their fcheme. Accordingly the whole
of their experimental religion feems to be refolved
into abfolute fubmiffion to abfolute fovereignty,

and conftant rejoicing in its reign.

ArTer what has been formerly mentioned on
this point, we truft, no attentive hearer will def-
pair of future felicity, if he has every other mark
of the chriftian chara&er, even although this be an
attainment of which he cannot boaft. A little ex-
amination of the fcripture-account of the Deity will
make him very eafy on that head. No fuch object
of worfhip being fet up in the Bible, he may reft
aflured, that no fuch being rules the univerfe. Far
from affuming the charaler of abfolute fovereign-
ty, divefted of every thi - elfe; the.glorious JE-

HavaH Is there propoled o us as an infinite, eternal,

all-perfect



[ 54 1
all-perfe& Spirit, pofleffing, in boundlefs perfe&ti-

on, the attributes of mercy, love, and goodnefs; of
wifdom, power and holinefs ; of truth, juftice and
righteoufnefs, as the eflentials of his nature. In obe-
dience and fubmiflion to fuch a character, the duty
and happinefs of every rational creature lic; and to
the truly ration:!, every fuch alt will give the moft
refined delight.  But fovereignty, to be abfolute,
muft be fepara:-d from all thefe ;~and to rejoice in
the governmen: of fuch a being, is impofiible to
reafon : indeed, t ich a being no fubmiffion is due :
none fuch did evcr 1ll the celeftial throne. If in-
ftead of this ideal fovereign, they would put the
fceptrc into the hand of a fupreme Ruler, whofe
will is ever conformed to his own eternal reafon ;
~and incapable of deviating from the moral perfecti-
ons of his nature ; all right minds will join them
in rejoicing in his reign: the fovereign, uncon-
troulable, abfolute liberty of every one of his attri-
butes, will be the,gl,ory of all its exercifes ; and thus
it will be to the great honor of his mercy, that it- is
fovereizn mercy ; of his juftiee, that it is fovereign
juftice, and fo of every perfettion. Of thefe attri-

butes,
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butes, imperfe&, and created minds can form moré
clear ideas than of eternity, immenfity, or neceffary
exiftence. In thefe views the fcripivre moft fre-
quently difplays the Deity. Thus exi:bited, as the
ftandard of all excellence, he is propofed in thefe
moral attributes as a pattern for the imitation of
his rational creatures: and they are required to be
holy as he is holy,* and commanded to be merci«

ful as their Father in heaven is merciful. 1

BuT to remove all the objeGions of Pl'atonif"cs,;[:
of Epicureans,q of Acadcmicks,§ and Manichiceans
of old,| and particularly to refute the feveral excep-
tions of fataltts, infidels, and atheifts of modern
times would require a volume rather than a fer-
mon. Inftead of this, let it fuffice us to confider fuck
as, if juftly taken off, will remove the grounds on
which all the reft are raifed.

OsjecTiON X, Tbe exiffence of fin is necefary.

ANswWER.

® Lev. 1g. 2. + Luke, 6. 36. 1 Thefe objet-
tions may be feen in Maximus Tyrius Differt. 25.

§ La@antius de ira Dei. cap. 13. . § Cicero de na-

tur : deor. | Bayle de themiite page 1424
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Axswir: Nece effary exiftence is an ihcommit. ‘-
fiieable ateribute of God himfelf : to afcribe it, then,
o any other being is impious blafphemy ; but to
affign it to fin is dtheifm of the worft fort : howe-
ver, if this affertion were tiue, it would fiot anfiver
the end of proving God to be the cauft or author
‘of fin: for, if neceffary, it was impoffible that God
‘fhould produce it. Whatever exiftence is neceffa-
ry, muft be eternal: It could hot but exift always :
therefore, it was 1mpoﬂ'1blc: xt fhould ever begm ;
and fo could never owe its being to any produ-

cing caufe.

Ozjy. 2d. Sin was peceffary for the greateft
-good of the univerfe, and the greateft glory of God.

| Axs. To fuppofe that the greateft godd of the
univerfe is the refult of fin, is to make all the hap-
py beings in it greater debtors, for their blifs, to
.fin, than to God ; finee it is evident now thac they
cannot fay they are debtors to the HoLy Gobp for
“the production of fin. This muft needs be an un-
anfwerable argument in favor of evil; for-if hap
- pinefs rife out of it; then the more of fin, the more
of
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of happinefs; even as to increafe the force of the

caufc naturally tends to increafe the effedts.

BuT to affert it to be neceffary for God’s greateft
glory, is to make fin the foundation of Jenovawn’s,
throne ! It is to make the Creator more abjeétly
dependent than any of his creatures ! Thefe indeed,
under God, depend mutually on the beings, pow-
ers, and ufefulnefs of each other: but this makes
the LorDp of all dependent; hot only on the beings
of his own created fuk; :&s, but even on their fins !
Dependent for his hohor on what is their difgrace !
And if for his honor, then for his very life and be-
ing: for he can no more furvive his exiftence than
his glory ! How horrible muft fuch do&trine be to
the heart, that loves to adore the Mo High ? Who
would wifh to be ruled by a fovereign of this fort ?
Who would choofe to be at the abfolute difpofal of
fuch a being as this tenet defcribes? Who could

ever worfhlp him in fpirit and in truth ?

Osj. 3d. Sin was 2 neceffary part of the beft
poffible plan for moral government.

H ANS.
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Axs. This objeftion is arrogant and abfurd.—s
erogant, as it prefumes to di@ate to infinite wif-
dom, what meafures it ought to adopt & what fteps it
muft follow; it dares to fit judge and jury on the di-

vine condut ; or, as the poet ftrongly exprefles it, to

« Snatch from bis band the balance and the rod,
¢ Re-judge bis juftice,” and < be the god of God,”’
dé-’?lfd, as 1t fpeaks of the gréatc’ﬁ evil, as, in itfelf,
a great good. For, that furely cannot be very
bad, that is indifpcnﬁble to the beft of all poffi-
ble fchemes: nor can that be reckoned among

the leaft goods that is effential to the greateft.

Osj. 4th. Infinite wifdom and power muft of
neceffity, choofe and do the very beft at all tunes

that it cam.

Ans. If God muff of neceffity alt {o ; then the
ALMIGHTY is chained fafl in fate ; and cannot, if
he would, turn from the line thus prefcribed him :
there is left no liberty in his afts: all are neceffary s
all unavoidable ! But if this be the cafe, where 1s
the virtue, or the holinefs 2 Where the moral good-
nefs of any of his doings ? Will not this doétrine

ftrip
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ftrip the Hory one oF IsraEL of the brighteft
Leauties of his lovely nature? Would it not dif-
robe him of the faireft ornaments of his adorable
charatter 2 1 mean thofe of his maral perfectiogs.
Would it not rob him of all title to thanks or praife
for any thing done by him? If all are neceffary in
this fenfe, all are unmeaning, undefigning acts.—
This, inftead of the bleflfed Creator and ruler of all,
“has fet up the blind fate already exploded ! With
equal horror we turn away from the object, and- the
do&rine which upholds it, as a do¢trine whiclh is
plainly a fetter-forth of ftrange gods.

TuarT the great firft caufe, before any fyftem was
produced, had all poffibles in his power, we readily
grant : but what exercife would be left for his wif-
dom, if it muft be pinned down, by natural necel-
fity, to one, and only one of themall ? If he mufte-.
ver choofe only the higheft, and was not free to make.
a choice among them, according.to his own mere
pleafure ; and without any. bond, to give exiftence
to this or that, merely becaufe he chofe to.do fo ?
What praife is due to his wifdom, on that hypoth-
glis, for giving the preference to the fyftem he has

¢ hofen #
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chofen? If not free, he was incapabic of doing

otherwile ; even had he otherwife inclined.

But as the neceffity here pleaded for, excludes
divine wifdom from all part in the honor of the pre-
fent plan of adminiftration: fo the fuppofition of
its having done 1ts beft, forbids 1t all claim to the
~charalter of infrite. The plain meaning of that
epithet is, ¢ Without al} pofiible bounds or limit-
<« ations.”” Now, can that wifdom be really infi-
nite that has a boundary? Yes, and has already
come up to it? Have we not already fcen a line of
circumference actually drawn.around it ¢ Hitherta
1t has come: but no further canit: it has raifed its
building fo high, that it is not able to go an inch
higher ! Is this the true fignature of infinite wif-
dom? Nuay, rather, I would atk, whether the very
1dea of 1ts infinity does not infer, that it never came

to its ne plus ultra, and that it never can?

Tue fame things may with equal juftice be:af-
firmed of divine power: to fuppofe, with thé ob-
je@or, that this attribute muft cver be exerted to
the utmoft of its capacity, would drgue againtt the

pofiibality
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poflibilizy of different ranks of beings among his
works. On this plan, all mufl be of the higheft
order. Every worm niuﬁ have been made an arch-
angel, every atom a world every *vorld a univerfe ;
for who will pretend that infinite power was not a-
ble to have made them fuch? Nay, on this fuppo-
ficion, there could never have been any creature
made at all: and fo infinite power, in thxs fenfe,
Jwould be only the power of domrr nothing. It is
- abfurd to fuy, that an infinite being could be crea-
ted: yet, no lefs a bemg could be the adequatc_
’ objelt of infinite power : for between that attribute
and any finite bc.ing,_t‘hlcrc will ever be an infi-
nite difproportion.  None fuch, thén, could ever
be produced by the divine hand; fince that hand
was bound to act only in the higheft inftance and
manner poffible.  On the principle of the obje&i-
on, any creation at all ever was impoflible, in .the
. nature of things, and ever will remain fo: for an
infinite being could not be produced; and divine

power muft not ftoop to create a finite one.

DresInEs, as was obferved, with refpe@ to wifs
dom, whatever pewer the objedtor would confent ta

rcpefc
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gepofe in the hands of his Deity, it muft not aipire

" at tiie name of Zifliite 3 far frorﬁ this, it has exer-
ted its uc'mum poie already : nay, it ever did all it
could. Inftead cf being withour limits, its boun-
daries are found, a: - already paft: and beyond them
it never fhall be .:le to go. It could not have
created another graia of fand, another drop of w1-
ter, or {pire of grafs : whereas, common ferfe would
tell us that, in fa&,_ that power cannot be infinite
which ever has done its vtipoft, which ever fhall do
it, or which ever can ! This fhocking pofition was
never maintained, until very lately ; unlefs by thofe
pagans who licld the world to be an infinite bedy,

of which God was the infinite foul,

Wao can fay, that the prefent fyftem is any
thing more than the threfhold of a temple
which JeHovan may yetereét to his eternal praife ?
“Who can tell how {yftemm may be buit on fyftem,
2nd world on world, throughout ununeafured fpace ?
Or how the divine work may keep growing grejter
and higher through int>rminable ages ? This
may be a theme far above tiwc tongues, or concepti-
ons of men and angels : one thing, however, we

may
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may féfely venture to affirm that, how numerous
focver may be the plans of infinite wifdom, which
the Deity may think proper to execuie by his pow-
er through vaft futurity; and however high one
may rife above the reft; there never will be fo ma-
ny, but that it is poﬂiblc there may be one more ;
nor will any one of them be fo great, but that room
will be left for one ftill greater. So little reafon is
there to alledge that infinite perfetion muft ever

be doing the very beft it can.

Osj. sth. If fin was not neceffary to the pers
fettion of the univerfe, its origin muft be afcribed
to fome fault in the plan, either of creation or ga-

vernment.

Axs. Fault can have no place in a plan laid
by perfet rectitude that cannot err. Nor is it pof-
fible for the objector to point out any fault in this,
which could have been prevented, but by a great-
er fault. Amid the univformi'ty and:harmony of
parts, every where obfervable, in a fyftem produ-
ced by a Creator, of boundlefs wifdom, good-
~nefs and power, was it not fit there thould be
found
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found that variety which is efféntial to the beauty
6f fuch a work ? In this variety of beings, was it
not fit there fhould be gradationi ? that in all the
| Yarious orders of creatures no two fhould coincide,
nor any ungrateful famenefs in difierent fpecies ap-
pear? That each thould be perceivably conneted
with the next ; and that, by eafy and iifénfible af-
cents, the fecond fhould rife above the firtt, and
the third above the fecond, and fo ont it a continu-

ed chain ; without leaving any chafin in the feries,
from the loweft to the higheft in the fyftem ?

Ir it was fi that in the natural world fuch gra-
dation fhould be found ; I afk, why not in the mo-
ral too ? efpecially as that is the upper and nobler
half of the whole ?

Acain, was it not fit that €ich order fhould be
Furnithed with faculties fuitéd o its place and end ?
“That each faculty fhould have a peculiarobjet fig-
ted to itfelf ? That every ordér fhould be governéd
only in a way agreeable fo its peculiar faculties ?
And fo, that material beings fhould be ruled by the
laws of matter and motion; and moral dgents go-

verned
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verned by a moral law ? Is it faid that no creaturé
thould have been made peccable ? It may be ane
fwered, then either there muft be no thinking crea=
tures----or, if there are, they muft have no facul-
ties , or there muft be no ‘la"w, or rule to direct thé
exercife of the faculties they have. If it is con-
ter_lde'd that liberty was a dangerous property, and
that it had been better that none had been indulged
with it, we reply, that then there muft have been
no created moral agents at all; for it has been pro-
ved that none fuch could bé without this liberty.
Is it infifted on, that, this with-held, would have
prevented fin for ever 2 We rejoin that it woﬁld
have forever thut the doors againft virtue too : thus
it would have fuperceded punifhment and reward
-at the fame time ; and made a moral government
impoflible.  'Will the objeftor urge, that fuch a
faculty, if created, fhould not have been fuffered
to at ? We may afk him, if' not, why was it crea=
ted and given at all? If he ftill plead 't}i.at,' at leaft,
the Maxer fhould have watched thi§_lib¢rty him-
felf; and prevented the abufé of it. We ftill in-
fift, that although Gonb’s mere power "couid very.
“‘ caﬁly have done this; yet it would havg been ut<
i terly
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terly unfuitable for him to ufe his power to govern.

any creature ; except in 2 manner fuited to its na-
ture and capacity : this would call up the. :Most
chn in one charalter to counteract his dolnors in
another : thus as a Governor he muft fupf.rcede the
faculties he had xml,.lanted as Creator ; and dcftroy,_ as
a Rulef, the natures of his creatures which him‘{'élf had
Juft ngen thcm as the Authorof their frame Beﬁdes,
if fuch pcrpetual reftraining influence was due from
'hm to hus owa fubjedts, there could bc no room
for gwm'r them a law ﬁnce, if one were given, it
mutt be a law, not mdeed to them; but only to
the Law-mver himfelf : he alone bemg bound by
it; and he alone rcfponublc for every brcac,h of it

that might be found in t:he univerfe.

Osj. 6th. Sin could not have entered into the

world againft God’s omnipotent will.

- Axs, ‘Many things happen every ciay, which 1t
was hls will ﬁn&ly to forbid; yet nothmg comes
'to pafs wluch it was not his will to permxt ; for he
ever. poﬁ'cﬁ'cd power enough to hinder it, and fully
underftood w hat power he pofiefled. That Gop

pcnmtttd



£ 6]

permitted fin to enter, we readily grant : but this
is only ‘grant'ing that he determined not to interpofe
the power of his almigﬁty arm to hinder it. This,
however, is a very different thing from his ufing
that arm to caule it, or bring it into the world ; as
different as the fun’s not hindering the midnight-
darknefs, or winter-cold, while he withdraws his
genial beams, is different from his caofing the light
of day, and the heat of fummer ; when his prefencc
is granted to our clime, and the influence of his
kinlly rays diffuled. Nor will God’s permitting fin,
infer his willing ittobe. A great divine already ci-
ted, * has clearly fhewn, ¢ That moral evil is not
« 3 fubffance which exifts by itfelf, as the Mani-
< chees of old, ignorantly dreamed.” It was not
then, a capable objeft of creating power ; and we
have fcen, that creating any thing, and God’s wil-
ling it to be, are fynonimous terms: the thing
which Gnd wills is only his own a&, which is per-
f.tly good; not the evil ariling from the a&s of
others: it cannot, then, be properly fui, that he
willed fin’s being : but only his own aét in permit-

ing

® Van Maftr: 1 ;. p. 398,
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ting it: 1 this permiffion by no means implies that
he ever approved or took any pleafure in fin; hi,é,
holy eye neyer beheld it without abhorrence : por
does this {uppofe him cither an ignorant by-ftander,
or an unconcerned fpectator of tlfxis event. No: it
only afferts .Ihat, while he utterly abhorred the fin of
his Ccreatures, he perfectly approved his own att in
permitting it. ' Well knowing how far it would be
éonﬁftem with the freedom of their natures, and
!;hc ftate of probation in which they were piaccd,
for him to interpofe ; and conicious, at the fame
.time, that he was able entirely to over-rule thci‘r
fin, contrary to its own nature; and fruftrate the
evil defigns of its wicked authors: {0 as to bring
good out of evil, though he never did, nor caufed
to be done, any evil that good might come of it.
And AvcusTine juftly remarks, that ¢ It belong-
% ed more to the gaodnefs of his almighty nature
Z to bring good out of evil ; than not to fuffer evil
“ to he,” * and this fentiment is confirmed by ana-

ther venerable ancient, who fays, ¢’ Tis the grea-

weft

+ Turret : loc. 6. p. 570.
¢ Aug. de carreptione & €. }0.
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« teflt work of divine Providence, not to fuffer the
s evil, arifing from voluntary apoftacy, to remain
¢ unufeful, or in every refpeét to become noxious.
¢ For it is peculiar to divine wifdom and power,
s¢ not qnly to do good (which is as much the na-
« ture of God, as it is the nature of fire tp warm, oy
“ of light to fhine; ) but much more, to make the
t evil devifed by others, to anfwer a good and
« valyable end. +

Osj. 7th. Divine fore-knowledge made fin
neceflary, |

Axs. The knowledge which any being has of
the alts of anothcr, however certain it may be; }'et,
confidered {imply as mere knowledge, has prcczfc-
ly the fame relation to thofe a&s, whether it be be-
fore them, after thcm, or at the moment of their being
done. In all cafes, knowlcdgc is but knowledge ftill.
It indeed, ever carries in it the idea of certainty.
But that is founded on the eértziinty of its 6bjc€t; in
the produ@ion of which it can have no influence,
natural or moral. Fore-knowledge of events, then,

can

4" Clemens ftrom. 1. 14
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ean do no more to neceflitate them, than after-know-
ledge, or knowledge at the time of their taking
place. NEewron’s certain fore-fight of an eclipfe
a hundred years before it, really contributed no
thore to the certain futurition of that event, than -
my knowledge of the fame thing fince it happened.
And, fo far as knowledge is ¢onfidercd abftraétly,
this remark will equally apply to human knowledge
and divine, The nature of things is not altered
by being krown: if knevn truly, they are only
known to be jult what they are; and what they

wculd have been if they never had been known.

I fee an elegant building, or a beautiful gardon
juft before me. I am certain ‘they are there. But
docs their exiftence depend on my certain knew-
ledge of it ? Should they not have been both what
and where they are, if I had been blind 2 They
are; not becaufe I fee them @ but, v. v. Ifee them,
becaufe they are. In like manner it may fafely be
affinmed, that Gob certainly forefees things as fu-
ture, becaufe they certainly fhall happen; pot thut
they fhall happen becaufe he forefees them : Pro-

Acience,
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fcience, ‘therefore, whether human or divine, is, in
fadk, po marural caufe of the r,hings fore-known.

Nor i is it lefs true, that mere fore- knowledcre of
the a&s of moral agents cannot be the moral cazg/&
of fuch adts. - Thefe we have feen to be the cﬁ'c&s
of the agent s own choice; that choice is the a& of
'his own will : and he 1s confcnous, that it is an a&
freely dore. Nothmrr then, can mﬂuencc the ac
morally, thhout movmrr the will. Nothmcr can
‘do this, wnthout bccommg a motwe, or a reafon of
‘jts' choice ; nothmo cain be amot've to th:will, undl
it s prcfcnted as fuch by a judgment of the under-
| ﬂandmg and nothmg can be fo prc"cntcd until it
is known there. But the divine fore-fi; r‘lt of any
aftion cannot be known to us, unlefs God has re-
vealed it by prot)h"cy, until we have feen the
a&:on rcally done.  ’'Tis from the fact we argue
to the dwme pr'tfuence of its futurmon not from

‘ ‘

the Pr:efaenu to me f.té‘t

Y LY oL oY
 Tuas reafoning reccives daily confirmation from
the univerfal experience of moral agents.  That af-
. fures fu‘s,. that {0 lopg as the matters which are the
objelt

[ 4

-



-

L # 1

obje& of divine prafcience, dre hid in thé divine
breaft; they ate fecret things which belong ‘fiot to
the creature ; and whilft they remain fuch, they ne-
ver aﬁ'e& man’s {ree motions : his will Is, in fa&

never moved by them, until they are opcned up to
hls mind. GOD s merc fore- -knowledge of fuch
motlons does no more to incite him to them, than
if all minds had been from eternity. as ignorant of
them as hls own. No! Crcatures do not take thefe
_or thofe Reps feaning thus to fulﬁll thc divine
praefmence in fuch cafes. They go on freely, ful-
ﬁllmg their own plcafurc, from their own motives,
as thefe arife to the v1ew of their own minds:

qv'tc undifturbed in their way by thls fore know—-
ledge; they are frecly intent only on domg their
own buﬁncls, _whlm thcy are undcﬁgnedly accom-
phﬂnng the thmgs it forefaw : and thus it appears,
on the whoh, that the dmnc prafcicnce is neither
the natural nor moral caufe of fin; and therefore
can take none of its blame off from the ﬁ.nning

crcature ; and o can faften none on the omnilcient

- Creator.

Osj. 8th. The decrec of God, which eternally
foreordained fin, has made it infallibly neceffary.
ANs,
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Aws. 'WeEat has been faid of divine fore-know-
ledge is thus far applicable to the divine decree.
Simply confidered this is no more the natural, nor
the moral caufe of fin than that. And for the fame
teafons. This, as well as that, is ai immanent
a&t. It dwells only within thie breaft of the ETex~
NaL JeHovaH. It pafles not, as his tranfient alts
do, out of himfelf upon creatures. Therefore it
effets nothing merely of itfelf: it is afligned to the
divine power, as its propcr. province, in its ener-
getic exertions in creation and providence, to make
the decree bring forth. It is this energy exerted in
its due time and: order, and not the mere purpofe
of exerting it, that is properly the caufe of things.
Were not fomething more than mere decree necef-
fary to the prodution of events, the effe&t muft
have inftantly followed the caufe; all events muft
have happened as foon as they were decreed : the
world muft kave been created, deluged, judged,
and confumed by the lait general conflagration, af}
at once; Adam and the laft of his race muft have
been born at the fame moment: muft have
died at the fame inftant in which they began ©
K live ;
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live ; muft have been holy and depraved, condem«
ned and juftified, loft and faved, on earth and in
heaven at the fame time ! Yes, and each of thefe
things muft have actually happened from eternity !
for all were decreed at once ; and that decree was

of no later antiquity.

It is certain, then, that the divine decree, fim-
ply confidered, is not the natural caufe of fin, fince
it cannot be fuch to any thing elfe that exifts. And
its being wholly hid in the divine mind, will fuffici-
ently evince that it cannot be the moral caufe of the
creatures’ tranfgreffions; fince it could not move
or touch their wills, by any moral influence, until

it was difcovered to their minds.

ALREADY, we truft, has it been praved that God
does not make creatures fin by any 2%t of his own
done by his Providence in tune ; and granting this,
it will furely {ollow, that he could not do it by any
purpofe in eternity. For, as his power is not ex-
erted in time to do any thiné which his wifdom had
not from eternity determined to do; for known un-~
%0 God are all his works from the beginning of the

world :
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world : ® So nothing was purpofed in the eternal
decree for God to do, which is not aually execu-
ted in time : for he worketh all things according to
the counfel of his own will. + Since the produ-
cing of moral evil was none of God’s works, it may
be aflerted that he never decreed to produce it ; nor
to contrive to make a creature produce it: this was
wholly the finner’s own contrivance : on the con-
tray, it was Gob’s contrivance to counter-work
it, to reftrain it to a boundary, to deftroy its force,
and fo to over-rule it, as to bring good out of it ;
in fpite of all the violence with which, in its own na-

ture, 1t directly tended only to produce the cantrary,

Osj. gth. Is not the holy feripture full in de~ .

claring Gob to be the author of fin ?

Axs. No! but the reverfe in evel"y refpect. In.
this attempt, indeed, we have endeavoured to treat
the adverfaries of the truth only with their own wea-
pons. Argumnents drawn from the reafon and na-
ture of things have been the chi=f tools here em-
ployed. Very {paring ufe has been made of ferip-

ture

* A& 13, 18. + Eph. 1. 11,
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ture on this fubject: That fort of defence feems to
have been as obnoxious to the opponents of the
prefent age, as it was inapplicable againft their pre-
deceflors ip the reign of paganifm.

BurT if the dim light, thus feebly emitted from
fallen reafon in the clouds, may force the dif-
_eafed eyes of finners to wink hard, to efcape the
pain of feeing their own fhame; how muft they
bide their diminifbed beads, confounded, if the Bi-
BLL were once to apen upon them the fun-fhine of
divine iljuth in 1ts meridian luftre ? Every leaf they
turn, in that facred volume, might flath conviction,
or, at leaft, confutation in their faces. There the
divine character is drawn to the truth: and all its
parts delincated by a pencil which cannot err. If the
bold blafphemer, who dares to charge his Maker as
the author of fin, »uld condefcend to hiften, for a
moment, to the language of thofe infpired writers,

it would furely fuffice for the ftopping of his mouth.

WouLrp he know whether there be not in God’s
nature, fome fecret leaning towards {in? Their de-

claration is, Gop is light, and in him is no dark-
nefs
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nefs at all ; * he is not a Gop who hath pleafure
in iniquity; ncither fhall evil dwell with him; ¢
for he is'the rock ; his work is perfet: a God of
truth, and without all iniquity; § yes, and’of pur-
er eyes than to behold it without abhorrence ; § that
he is the HoLY, HoOLY, HOLY, LorD, GoD, AL~

MIGHTY, and that juft and true are all his ways.|

Do thefe men fufpet that there was fome evil
infufed into the conftitution of created moral agents,
either men or angels, at the firft? The Bible will
affure them, that angels were made, onginally, all
bright as morning ftars : §f that man was then made
upright, (2) and in the image of his great Crea-
tor ; (4) yea, and that all the works of the All.
creating hand were perfe(t in their kind, were good
—were very good. (¢) |

ARE they jealous, that there was fomething not
quite right in the law, under which creatures were
placed ? Infallibility itfelf declares, that the law is

holy,

®1 John,1,5. 4 Pf 5. 4—~7. 1 Deut. 32, 4.

§ Hab, 1. 13. g II Rev. 4. g a?xd 15, 3, 4. Pf. 145. 17,

qJob, 38. 7. Mat. 25. 31. Mark, 8. 38. () Ecclef. 7. 9.
(¢) Gen, 1, 26, ad 9.6, (<) Gen. i. 31.



| [ 791

boly, juft and good. * Do they affe¢t to doubt
whether Gop has not fome fecret way of tempting
his rational creatures ta fin? Let them hear the de-
cifion of an Apoftle in the cafe ; who affirms, that
Gonb is as far from tempting any to evil, as he is

from being tempted ar drawn away to it himfelf. +

So far is the facred book from inculcating, that
God  is the -author, or caufe of fin, that we need -
but open it to find the ftrongeft evidence to the -
contrary. For, through thofe auguft pages, how
does he every where denounce the moft certain an:d
"awful penalties againft it ? How dreadfully has he
inflidted many of thefe threats already ? What fo-
Femn aflurance has he given, that he will ftrictly
adhere to the reft ? and fee them executed in their
full extent to all eternity ? And now, can this fame
being have given any of his fubjects reafon to com-
plain that he himfelf neccmtatcd and effetually
. produced thofc very fins, for which he will eternal-
ly punifh his creatures ? Are not his wa;rs equal ! §
Will not the Judge of all the earth do night ? §

And,

® Rom. 7. y2. + Jam. 1. 13. § Ezek. 18. 25.29. §Gen.‘18- 25
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And, when ke judgeth his fubje@s; fhall not hims
felf be found clear ? $

It is true, {cripture does not fay that he hasdone
all that Sovereign. omnipotence was able to do, to
prevent fin’s entrance into the world ; for he could,
in a2 moment have deftroyed the facultigs of ration~
al creatures; and reduced them to brutes or ftones 2
he could at once have withdrawn his hand from fu -
porting their beings, anl fo brought them, i1an ,
in tant, back again to their primitive noxght. But
this capricious, and felf-conzrali 2ory condu&, we
have feen, would have been uaworthy of the w:~
dom and goodnefs, not to fay the immutability, of
his nature.  Yet, when we confult the facred ora-
clés, and confider God as ‘(Zreatqr, as law-giver, as
moral governor, or as jndoe, it appears from what
has been faid, that, in all thefe charalers, he has
good right to challenge all the univerfe with the
confounding queftion, ¢ What evil have ye found
in me 2§ Judgze between me and my rational crea-
tures, what could have been done for them, in ei-
ther of theie relations, that I have not done 2" *

ANs,
1+ PL 51, 4. 1 Jer. 2. 3. ¢ Ifa. 5. 4.
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Osj. 10. Even f{cripture afferts, that God cre-
ates evil, (Ifa. 45. 7. Amos. 3. 6.)

Ans. ’Tis evident from the context, that not
moral evil is fpoken of in either paflaze; but na-
tural evil only. The fubject in both places is the
righteous judgments of God ; poured out in the
due punifhment of fins: and we have already
fhewn, that thefe are not really evil, but good in a

moral view.

Osj. 11. Al the fins of men, fince the revela-
tion of Chrift, arife from unbelief; and that is un-

avoidable.

Ans. So far as relates to Gop’s dealing with
men on the fcore of law, enough has been faid to
ftop the mouth that would infinuate, that he has
not originally furnifhed the human nature with fuf-
ficient ability to obey him: or that he denied it
fufficient means of knowing its duty, or fufficient
motives to induce to it. Not a murmuring word
€an, with reafon, be uttered againft the awful fen-
tence, which Gop, in that law has denounced a-

geinft fin; nor againft the full execution of it. All

guilt
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guilt lies on the finner’s own head. The throne

ot God ftands unimpeachable, though ail the race

of rebels perifih for ever.

Ir the finner muft ftand fpeechlefs at Jenovau’s
bar, who only finned under the law ; what can be
faid for fuch as live in fin under the gofpel ; and,
at laft, die Chriftlefs, through their unbelief 2 Can
thefe plead that their need of a Saviour could nev-
cr be known by them ? What? Had not Gop
written to than the great things of his law ? Could
they not have read it ; or hftened ferioufly when
others did ? Could they not have compared them-
felves with its perfect, holy and juft commands ?—
And, if they had, was it impofiible to find one
flaw in their obedience to them ? Now, if human
laws, which cannot boaft of perfe@ion, may be al-
lowed juftly to arraign—to condemn, and to pun-
ifh, even capitally, the fubje& who is found guiley
of but one breach; fhall it yet be expeted that a

law, perfet and divine, may not proceed fo far ?

Had they found themiclves guilty of but ore
fin, what can they offer to fcrecn them fiomw the

L pur.l{mncr: ;
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runi‘hment which that one has merited ? Can they
make their obedience perfe&t af.er that ¥ If not,
mu't a perfe law be iatisfied withlefs 2 Or, thould
a perfe&t obedience be infitted on, who fhall per-
form it for them ? And who fhall bear the pun fh-
ment of that ove fault in their flead 2 Can that
punith.nent be lefs than infinite, which is due o a
fin infinitely evit ? If not, can anvy mere creature
fultain ic all, and fo difcharge the dcbe, in lels than

an eteraity of fuwure fufierings ?

Ir the anfivers to thele queries are fo manifeft,
t"at nobody can miftake them 5 is it poffible that
it {sould fwiprize the finner to be told, that he ab-

folutely needs a Saviour infinite and divine ?
[ ]

Nor will any man, under the gofpel, be able to
plead that he never heard that any remedy was
found ; or that he could not, if he would, come at
the knowledue of the plan of falvation : or, hav-
inr known it, that he found it, in any pare, excep-
tionable, inconfiftent, or unfafe. None can fay
that the gHfpel did not afford fufficient proof of
CHRisT’s abuilty, luitabienefs, and willingnefs to

fave;
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fave ; to fave freely, and to the uttermoft, all that
come to him for it. And where is he who can,
with truth,” pretend that he durft not come ? Has
he not the warrant of a thoufand calls from God’s
word 2 Yes, and of a thoufand commands fuperad-
dud to thefe calls.  Were not all thefe {ufficient to
authorize his comming ? Has he had greater warrant
for his refufing ? or who, that ever came had grea-
ter? Under calls fo uatverfal, and fo free, {urely
none can plead that gofpel-propofals reached not
to their charaters ; or, that from any offer therein
made, they were fpecially excluded.  And, if not,
who has hindered their accepting them? Was it
poflible for evil men to compel them to follow
them in v.ce ? Or could the devil force them into
his lures a.gain& their wills 2 Do they plead, that
they could not believe ? T afk them, how do they
know this 2 Have they ever done all that they pof-
fibly could, in order to believing? Have they al-
ways done fo ? If not, how can they tell where their
power was bounded ? Or, where it mizhe be fail
to it, hitherto haft thou come; but no further fhou

mayft 2 And, if men go not as far as they can, w'th

tl:c
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the ftreagih they have; let them bluth to pretend
caufe of complaint for want of ftrength to go fur-
ther ! It is evident their defect s wilful;  chey
would not convert theinfelves to the faith, if they

could.

Osj. 12th. Coaverting grace 1s the giftof God ;
this he could give to all if he would; but he does
not; therefore, their continmng in {in and finking

into miiery is of the Lord.

Axs. It has been proved, that God was not
bound to keep men from faliing : 1f fo, he furely is
not cblized to recover them from their fall 5 nor
under any oblization to reftore what he tock not
away. If he was not to blame f{or fufiering them
to Legin to fing he cannot be for permicting them
to continue finning :  he therefore, owed ncet this
converting arace to any one of his rebelitous fub-
3t anld, if not to one, he certainly was not held
to confer it ¢a all. And they who are not mude
the fubccts of this favor, can no more afcribe to
Gud their continuance in fin, which 1s the confe-
quent or s Wia-hoidin g this grace, than they could

clarge
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charge him as the caufe of their commencing fine

ners at the firft,

MorEeovER, it is very evident, that God never
did any thing to hinder the converfion of any man ;
whatever operated 1n them to prevent it, muft have

arifcn from another quarter.

IT ought, alfo, to be remembered, that wken
men are, in fa&, converted, they are wrought on as
moral agents ; in the ufe of the rational faculiies,
which, as fuch, they poffefs. Their underftandings
are influenced only by the light of divine truch ; and
their wills, by motives fuitable to their nature: the
affetions are drawn out to their proper objeéts fair-
ly prefented ; and every faculty is acted towards its
own quarter, in its natural order and way. The
means appuinted for this work, are the truths of the
gofpel; thele means are ufed with all who come
under the difpeniiiion of it: they are made effec-
tual to fome : they wou'd be fo to ally 1f it were
not their own fault.  When duly imjproved, they
are the neass of conveving ¢ifts hicher and more
fpecial dhan themiuves,  But, wuen neglected or

abuifed
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abufed wilfully, they leave men not only uncon-
verted 5 but alio inexculable for not ufing, as they
could, the taiens thereby given them, and fo for-
foiing ail preience to afk fur more: having thus
proved that they would make no better ufe of grea-

ter powers if they had them.

If all thefe finally fail, Gop is certainly not held
to do more for any man. If he continues in fin
wnd final deltrultion, he may thank himfelf. For
waen all is done that is comprifed in the ufe of
means, in moving their hearts by moral influence,
or the force of rational motives; it may then be
faid, tha all is done which it belongs to the depart-
ment of moral government to do: the act which
forms the new creature is no mare an aft of moral
government than that which created the old. This,
a; well as that, is the doing of Sovereign omnipo-
tence. It is properly a creating, not a governing
a%t. The intiucnce of the Hory Guost which

performs it in the heart is phyfical, not moral.

Osnjy. 13th. God is exprefsly faid in feripture,
to harden the heart of Pharach,

-

AxNs,
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Ans. The hiftory of that monarch’s condn&,
which we have in the book of Exidus, repeatedly
charges the man himfelf with hardening his own
‘heart :  and fometimes when his confcience finites
him with remorfe, he himfelf confeffes the awful

fat, and owns his fin in the perpetration of it. ®

ScripTURE cannot contradit itfell; and if not,
it follows, that Gop cannot be the agen:, or cflici-
ent caufe in producing this hardnefs of heart: nor
is there any rcafon to charge the noLy oNe with
infufing a principle morally evil into this mighty
finner. No! If God cannot tempt any man to e-
vil, much lefs can he intil fuch evil into the na-
tures of fome. Every a&tual tranfzreflion implies
an act of the finner’s will. 'Will, thus induired,
is cafily confinmed into habit. And hkabtits ever
ftrengthen by continuance and exercife. Hence
the finner, at firft timid and bafhful, in procc’s of
time becomes a fcorner, and glories in his fhame :
juft as a bodily inflammation, flight and trivial in
its beginning, by long tampering, negle®t, or im-«

proper

® Excd. 5, 2. & 7. 23.&8. 15. 32. & g. 27. 34. & 10.16. 17,
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proper treatment, is at length aggravated into a

gangrene, and pronounced incurablc.

By a progrefs fimilar to this, did the ftate of
Pharaoh’s heart arrive to that pitch of pride, of
paffion, and of obftinacy which made the very
means, ufed for his awakening and reformation, be-
come only provokatives to his ruling luft. And
hence he became impregnable to all the warnings
of God’s meflengers, and to all the judgments of

his Almighty hand.

Ir now we fometimes find it faid, that God har-
dened this wretched criminal s the reafon of things
affures us, that this was only by way of fufferance
or toleration, even as he concerned himfelf, by a
holy permiffion in the firft ofitnce of angels and of
man. The Lorp, juftly provoked by Pharaoh’s
daring infolence, withdraws, and exerts not his pow-
er altually to foften the temper of that monfter. His
own vices naturally tended to bring him to this cafe
all along, if fome foreign reftraining power had
not hindered them: Gob, in mercy, had hitherto
laid on that hindrance, by his own reftraining provi-

dence 3
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dence; as indeed he muft be ever doing with fin-
ful men, if he means to keep this workd from foon
becoming another hell :—But now;, atter Pharaol’s
long and obflinate refiftance of all the light afforded
and all the means uled with him, Gob, in righte-
teous judgment, takes off the hindrance: and then,
his heart naturally hardens itfelf anace, like diffol-
ved metals taken from the fire and fet in the cold,
Now the occan of iniquities in the finner’s heart;
begins to caft up the mire an:! dirt, which had long

lain fettled, and concealed at the botrom; and wiith-

".

out any propelling foreign force, he now wiliuily
precipitates himlelt headlong into the abyls, juit
as the herd of fwine, rufhzd furtoufly down rthe
ftecp and plunged themfelves into the fea. Tn all
this, Gon can be confidered as the cauie of his
hardnefs, no otherwile than the hand in which a fosia
had been held up in the air, can be the caufe of its
falling by letting it go, when the truth is, pothing
but its own innate principle of cravitation carries it
downwards. No lefs juilly, migit the {un in the
heavens be chdrgcd with producing darkne; by the
withdraw of lis becams: 1a both cales, the

M. kindrance

?
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hindrance is indeed renio':ed, which had hitherto
prevented the event:  but it is not the removal of
the hindrance which produces it now: the event is

the effe& of other caufes.

Ix this light, too, are. all thofe paffages to be
underftood, which fecem to afcribe to God, the
tempung, blinding, or fpurring on finners to evil,
All are the juft punithment of obftinate refitance
of light; iffuing in their being, at laft, left to their

o+ lufls a prey.

But the time requires that a very brief 1Ma

PROVEMENT clofe this fubject.

LET us, then, learn ever to confider the divine
character as clear of all reafonable fufpicion of being
acceflary to the origin of evil. L.ct us take occafion
from this fubje&t to adorc and love that fpotlefs
Majefty; who, far from producing it, has done ev-
ery thing, which it was proper and confiftent with
his ftation to do, to prevent the introduction of this
abominable thing which his very foul hates. Be
deaf, my hearers, to the diabolical fuggeftion inthe

Lext ;3 it leads to charge Gov foolithly : if, at any
time,
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t'me, the wicked infinuation is offered, it becomes
you to treat the offerer as our blefled Lord himfelf,
o.ncc treated an Apoftle for a fmaller offence: turn
away the ear, and anfwer witha ¢ Get thee behind
me Sa.‘t'im.” For if an angel from heaven were to
., begin to preach to you the blafphemous doctrine,
‘that the MosT Hicu Gop is the author, the
 caufe, or efficient of ‘moral»_ evil, you have the au-
: Ehg_;‘_it)" 9{ God’s own word to dccia.rc him accurf-
-ed. *_ This indeed is to clothe the ever bleffed
,Deity with the worit part of the charater of de-
vils : -to diveft him of evé_r_y attribute amiable or
glorio.us.; ;'io paint him as — but I thud-
der to give utterance to the horrible ideas which it
i f_orccs on -t:hc .mind. It. is_dire&ly calculated to
ROB THE FOUNTAIN of all good, of every fervice
from the rational world, unlefs that, which fome
Indians were wont to pay to the devil, when they
~cringed, and bowed, and worthipped him, as a po-

tent and malicious enemiy ; left he fhould do them
hann,

THE

;. Gdo 1. 8o
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Tuz candid, but folemn, and judicious refult of
a veneiwdle councit, which has latclytaﬁpcarcd a-
mong us, concurred with the calls already hinted,
to prefs the confideration of this fubjeé‘t ‘upon us
at this time: from that decifion, ue are furnifhed
naeed with matter of lamentation, that there {hould
be found, among chriftian teachers, any who would
venture to inculcate this doCirine from the' facrcd
“defk: but it minifters, at ‘the fame timé, a’ joyful
occafion of adoration and p'-,ufc to the grcat Head
of the church, who has raifed up fo great a clovd
of witnefles as that council compnlcd to bcar an
open, a faithful, a folemin and judidial” tcﬁlmony
azainit it, “ As antx-anptural dithonorary to the

< Supreme being, and hxghly 1mur10us to his gla«

]
. l

<« rious cuaracter.”

; . | e
Irowv the fame authority we are taught -tocon-
- elude that, faould it ever be our misfortune to have
- our cars grated with the unhallowed founds, that
would attempt to make us believe that < Gop
“gede or created fiiny as be did the ret of the
v ooreaiion,” We need not wonderif we fopn hear

it



[ 93 1

it added, that men ou'?bt not to be jarrjr JSor the
worﬂ: crime S, even #urder zg/ If, if they have been
ever fu notorion} y gnilty of them There can indeed
be no room for forrow for any crime, when once they
are fure that, not they, but their MaLcr has done
it. Rather ﬂwuld tht, criminal rejoice in all his
own fins, as well as in thofe of others ! \Vhat tho’
an Apoﬁlc has affirméd that true charity;” of love
to God ahd men, rc]mccth not in mmuu?y ? 1 What
| thouch a fight of the fins of men drcw fivers of
watcrs from the eyes of the pious pfalrmﬁ 21 nev-
erthelefs, the greateft abounding of quunty muft be
" caufe of joy and gladncfs, if it be true, that it 1S
all < Nc::ceffary, and the very beft way poffible to
« pzjbcﬁfe glory to God ‘and bifs to the univerfe.””
Nor fhall we be furprized at any pra@ical con-
fequences following from this doérine.. Should rbofz
minflers swbo direlt f inners, even under ¢concern for
their fouls, to read the. bible, hear the, gofpel, me-
ditate on divine truth, pray to God for falvation, or,
in a word, 10 cticad the imzars of grace, be dubbed
with

t 1. Cor. 13. G, $ PLoing. 136.
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with the honorable t.tlc qf' | dumb dcg; tbat cannot
Imrk, ¢7¢. Should th;. unregenerate be encouraocd
to lay tl‘e rems on the ncck of . their lugs, to dlf-
mifs all cares or pains for their own falvatlpr_l, to
“cealt all [‘..rxvlngs to enter in at the ftraic gae; all
this w.ll be quite conﬁhcnt : for if Godaa thc au-
| thor_gf ' ‘all their errors, 10dunc,ls thc;r "m : and
thcrefore, no:hmg can be their duty V\ hat, tho
faners are commanded to ku; the Sqn,‘ or belieye
in Chrx(l‘ f'rom this verf motive, left he fiould -be
ory wikh thcm, and they perith irom thc way ?§

W h_at,, _though fear was a moving argprqqg;:i}g}'th
- Nouh-when he prepared an ark for the javing of
his houfg‘?.’ And it is urged ph Lo, by an, angel,
--38 a motjve to efcape to the mountuin, left he
ﬂlé;xld be coniumed ? t 'A'pdﬁlcs may. urge finners
* to-flee from the wrath te come ;  -all this will not
* hinder an advocate for the principle here implead-
- ed, folcmnly to charge s to-fee to it; that no fears
of God‘soanger, no dread - of milery, no fenfe of
g\nlt or danger, ‘and,.n6 defires of efcaping i,
| | ~ fhould

§ Pf. 2. 12. *Heb. 11. 7. + Gen. 19. 15.17. § Mat. 3. 2
Luke 3. 7. Mat. 10. 23. & 24. 10..

v
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fhould Bavc any hard in prompting us to feek to
Chrift as the great city of refuge,

Moses indeed had r:fpe& to the recompence of
reward; when he chofe relicion with all ics fuffer-
ings. | And Jefus him%lf, that perfe& pattern of
all holinefs; is faid to have endured the crofs, for
the joy that was fet before him :  that-fame blef-
fed teacher invites finners to come to him, that
they may have life ; ** th: weary to get reft, 1) the
hungrv to obtain the bread, £t and the thirfty to
find the water of lifc ; §§ and an irfj:ired apoftle de-
clares falvation to be the end which the faith of
God’s elect keeps in its eye +1.  Yer, on this prin-
ciple, we are {triftly forbidden to come to Chrift,
while we have any r¢_ard to our own falvation in

the matter!

Hap the abe:torsof this doftrine joined them-
fclves to the ORr1GENISTS, and openly denied the

truth of all the threatnings in the bible ; had they

proceeded
fi Heb. 11. 26.° ¢ Heb. 12. 2. *s Joh. 5. 4o,
il Mat. 11, 28 11 Joh. 6. 34. 35,

§§ Rove 22, 17, 11 Yet. 1.1y,
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procecded to affurc men that they had no evil con-
feqtlénce to fear from all their tranfgreﬂ'ions, for
that the fame God who himfelf caufed—produced
«~or neceflitated fin, could ncver proceed to punith
his creatures for it ; this would have preferved fome
fhew of coniiitency in the fcheme : but when we
hear the fame lips declaring, according to truth,
the infinite evil of fin—~holding {orth the law of
Gop, in all its terrors, and dencuncing even an eter-
nity of juft punithment againft the tranfgreffors ;
we are ftruck with no lefs aftonithment at the ca-
pacity of the huiman mind for {wallowing contra-
dicions, than horror at the articie which completes
the odium attemptcd to be thrown on the charalter

of the HoLy oxEe of Ifract!!!

Tue only falvo which could have been devifed
for fo manifeft an abfurdity, was the ingenious dif-
covery that creatures ought not to defire their own

felicity—nor wifh to efcape cternal miicry.

IT muft be confeffed that it would indeed feem
neceflary, at lcaft to five appearances, that a Sove-
geign, who had made his fubjects choofe to fin a-

gainft
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gainft him, fhould alfo take care to make them
choofe to fuffer for it——or, that, if he brought
Gn upon them, without .their confent, he fhould
make fure of their confent, before he punifhed

them on that account.

Tuis neceflity will plead as firongly as any
thing for your excufing a man of education, in
his fenfes, if he tell you it is the duty of all « To

« be wiliing to be damned, or made eternally mif-

« erable >’ or that none can be converted to God

»in time, without loving him fo well, as to be will-
ing to hate, blafpheme, and fight againft him with
all the heart to all eternity :* ¢ That hell is the pro-

N ‘“ per

* ‘The abfurdity to which this thought has reduced the te-
net here confidered, is generally evaded by its patrons, by
pleading that damnation is willed by chriftians, only for the
fzke of God’s glory: this plea, however, on flight examination
will appear to be only covering one great abfurdity with aio-
ther ftill greater : the damnation here fuppofed to be chofcn,
is either juft or unjuft ;—if the former, then to choofe this is
to choofe to difhonor him by finning here, inorder to defcive
a punifthment in which we fhall do all we can to dithonor him in
fuffering for ever :—this is to choofe to difhonor his goodnefs,
mercy, juftice, truth, love, and every other moral attribute
of his nature, in order to honor his juftice and wrath :—to
choofe fin, is to fin wilfully—to do this for the glory of Gad,
is to offepd him, in order to pleafe him—~=—and to make the

| grcatCﬂ-
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¢« per place for finners : and ' therffore; they

 ought to choofc to bhe there ; and, as for

"~

¢¢ faints, they had as lief be in hell as any where

“ elie ! "—Therc is no danger of your believing
fuch doctrines—it is impoflible that a preacher of
tiem fhould Lidivve them himfclf.  For common
" fenfe will affure him that nature muft ceafe to be
wature, when it ceafes to feek its own happinefs ;
and his bible can inform him that grace fhail ceafe
to be grace; when it ceafes to feck saLvaTion by
Chrift.
N
WaiLe we turn away, with deteftation, from
language fo fhocking to pious ears, let us learn to
take to ourfcives the bklaine, and the fhane for all
our iniquities. Convinced that Goo ic . v of
the charge of being the author of fin, let vs iland
faft

erenicft a&t of fin the higheft a® of duty “—But if the laticr,
that is, it the damnation be fuppofed # suf, then to chocle
this for the glery or God. is to choote that God fhouid co =n
2¢¢ that would ctern-lly dithoror him ;  in order to fecure his
Lenor to cternity—that Lic thould do evil, that good migi ¢
come—and give up the glory of all his atinbutes, tor the o e
o1 preamoring the glory of all his artributes ' 1! Turn
this monftrous tenet to any fide you will, it prefents you with
rothinz but abiarary oa abiurdity—and contradiétion on
COhil adaCiloid,
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fatt in this faith, and humbly, but refolptely, fet
ourfelves to vindicate his haly name frem the af-
perfions.of his enemies. Captivawed by the charms
of that goodnefs, truly:divine, which has eternally
fixed the heart of the Sovereign of the univerfe on
accomplithing the redemption of finners, from that
ftate of wretchednefs, inta which he had none of
the blame of plunging them—and moved him to
be at all :the coft of our -cure, though he had ro
hand in infli&ing the wound : let us adore the
rich, the free, the fovereign grace of Gob in
Curist Jesus his dear fon, which has opened a
glt;rioins way of deliverance for perithing men,
from all theie guile ané.l all their woe ; through the
obedience and fufferings of that eternal L.aMs in
their ftead. Let us inftangly fall in with the plan
of reconciliation with 600, as it is opened in the
gofpel. Let us now embrace the offers of the Sa~
viour there freely made ; and ever give him all the
glory of our falvation : And, for this purpofe, let
us lean on his grace to incline and enable us to live

holy, while we continue pilgrims here below ; that
fo
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:hwcnuygmwupmpa&&xonmdwcnd,mdon
. the footing of his ;mpwd righteoufnefs alone,
_gnay then be’brought tothat ftate, where fin and
lbrrow!hzllbenotmrc,andGon Iha.llmpc al
mrsfmmonrcycs. |

A, M B N.

the bott. :G,lme i
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