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29 Lord, now letteft thou thy
{crvant depart in peace, accord-
1y to thy word ;

zo, For mine eyes have feen
thy {falvotion,

S every thing in the natural world
preves the being of a Goas fo every
(sing i the moral evieees the truth
of t' e ibie  The ebllinacy of man
in his ciiregard to that divine book,
ap;cus 1n notbing more obvious

than in this: he fecks fizns when denied 5 and re-

je&ks miracles when granted @ come down from the
crofsy and we will belicve is {lill the cry ¢ he refules

to credit God’s report, and demancs fomething vi-

fible to the eye. Vifible proof 1s flill fet beiore

him, in the vifible accompl thment of the prophe-
cics and promifes ot Ciiptuie : yet the world re-
mains
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maing unconvinceC ; it calls for miracles fill—wa
‘When the depravity ot man is confli ered ; what
lets than miracle can make them holy ? P .nt out
then the lives of faints, the bold protcflions made,
the good works done, the {ufferings encured y infie
deiity onjects that thele all were rather tpecious than
teal-—-price and love of fame inducing men to put
on fair appearances, and try. to {upport them ag
many hazards, And it you reply, that fuch fhews
might be feigned in timesot health and lie, 1t is
true; but what think ye of the deaths of tke no-
ble army ot martyrs, fa!u{iqg,ttﬁ‘faggot, and em-
bracing the flake ? Unbeliet rejoins that thefe are
all too long paft for us t& be able to judge whether
they were real or fiftitious derds; and it real, whe-
ther rational, or under the impreTons of enthuhaftic
frepzy : Nothing it feems will convince him if it
b-l:rgs to the times of his fathers 5 we muft come
Jdown to his own day, and hold up betore him ex-
an'ples prefen. : zur is this a rafk too had; for to
this day tis the ruls ot Providence to make a differa
ence b.tween the right-ras and the wicked, often in
their lile-time,bv token:z of heaven’s tavor or frowns,
So that though generally ali ihings come alike to
all here, yet {c.netimes, even in life, we fee God-
faying to the righteous, it fhall be well wi-n kim, for
be fhall eat the fru't of bis doings s and pronouncirg
woe fo the wicked, it lall be i with Lun, for the re-
ward ofb' bands [l.a!l be given. Eut however it be
in lite, hegven points us to its end, and bids us wai¢
the greas shgeker death. Forthen the wide ditfererce
begins_ cn;‘gh’atically to app-ar; when the wick:d
is driven atay in bis wickedn:js : Lut the righteous
bath bope in bis death :—Nay, he commuands us o0
mark thz perfe:d i, and bedold 1h: upiizlty for the
end of that man is peace.

” From




{71
From the death-beds of faints, are poured ob
reafon and on conicience, fuch proots of the truth
and reality of the divine religion reveaied in the
fcriptures, as we fhould conclude would certainly

tear up infidelity by the roots, wherever the fats
were known, were we not affured, that where

the evidence of divine revelation is difregarded, no-

thing will avail ; and that, if men believe mot Mofes
and the propbets, Chrift and his apoftles, fpeaking in
the fcriptures, neither will they be perfuaded, though
one rofe from the dead o auteft its truth and call

them to attend,

"Nor s this kind of proof of the divinity of reiis
gicn confined to the age of miracles:—The Ezint
was promifed to continive with the church, as a com-
forter abiding torever, That promife is good, - It
cannot fail. It is daily accomplithing. And, thanks
to heaven, even the prefent day, dark and cold, as it
15, has not tecn left deltitute of a clcud of witnefins
of ‘that forr, fufficient to compel the rational #nind
to adopt that ancient prayer, in a better fenfg than
it was firft offered, let me die she death of the righteous,
and let my laft end be like bis.  Ard, to the glory of
fovereign grace be it fpoken, a ftriking inftance of
this kind 1s furnifhed us in that adorable provi-
dence, which has fo lately fnatched from the bofom
of this church, a dear and precious Sifter ; and trom
the arms of a pumerous train of refpectable mour-
ners, now prefent with this folemn affembly, a much
loved relative and invaluable friend. Whilt the
genuine feelings of my heart would bid me join the
mourning throng, and mingle my falling drops with
the tide of their {orrows—Ilove to the great caufe,
which fuch deaths are pleading ; obedience to the
voice, which here ecchoes trom thetombs ; and re-

jpect
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| fpelt to the edrneft and importunate requeft of the

* feveral familics, through whofe very fouls the fword
of the Lord has more efpecially pierced, and with
whofe bleeding hearts my own does fincerely fyms
pathizz 3 have overcoms, for this once, my old
objections againlt FUNERAL SERMONS, and cone
ftrained me to appear at this time, as a mouth for
the dear decealed :—To call her friends, and the
world in ceneral, to pauic, and lifen to the lane
guage of thole lips fealed in death ! To furvey the
lifcleds corpfe 3 the deep, dark grave ! And then to
look inward, mark the countenance of God’s vice-
gerent in theirown brzafts, whillt from the {leeping
duft they hear the cry, be ye alfo ready ! ’

For the better favoring of the defign of inftruc<
ting the living, while we embalm the dead ; choice
has been made of thefe words : Than which, none
will appear more fuitable to the occalion ; whether
we coadder their true fenfe, the charalter of him
that fpoke them, or the time when they were uttered:

Tuey are the words of an aced faint, whofe life
feems to have been proionged on purpole to make
him a witnels of the Mcfliah’s coming. It feems,
he in suiwer to praver, had reccived a promife, that
he fhould not die nll with his bodily eyes he had
fern the Chnft, The promife is in the original
called an oracle, and its bcing given by the Holy
Gholt is a preot of his Deity, as his coming on
Sineon is of i.is perfonality : He could not die in
peace before he had feen this word fulfilled ; and
as he continued waiting upon God, in the ufe of all
his appoint.d means for this esent, he was brought
to the temple by the inftigation of the Spirit, by
whica all the goud iteys o1 good mieu are videred §

| and
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and who v. uld ftill have them go to the temple;
when they would have a fight of Chrift.  He cadie
at the time when the real mother andc reputed tather
of our Lord, had brougtt him into the heufe of
God to attend the ritual of his mother’s purifica-
tion, forty days after her delivery 3 as was com-
manded in the law (2) : And to prefent their firft-
born to God, according to the ordinarce for coniea
crating all fuch, in return for their being tpared in
‘Ezypt, at the time when the 2ngel ceftroved all the
firlt- born of the Egyptians (4). And lere the
Lord was better than his premife to Simecn—A
fight ot Chrit was all that was promifed ; but an
armful of him is given. The Spirit revesling to
that good man that now the hoppy menment was
come, and there the blcfled ol ;eé& of his faith and
hope was betore hiw eyes, te inatcted kim vp in
tranfport ; whether (23 Athan: fus, Epipl.ar-us, and
others fuppofe) he d'd it in order t prefert iim in
form, being then in the pricft’s eflice; or whethee
only to cu:brace him asa teRimny of bis faith ¢
And he uttered his fwan-iike dyirg fong :—1 Prai-
firg God, as having fuiflled his wc-d; fo that
none who ever hcped in it fhall be afl:amed. e
2. Confeffing his faith in Chrift, as Ged’s falvation,
as thelig  of the gertilcs, ard as the glory of Ifrael,
3 Bidding the warld tarewell, tecaufe he now had
fecn all he defired to fee in it, as Jaceb did (¢).
And indeed the eye that has feen Chrift may be fa-
tisfied with feeing 3 it is no wonder that this world
fhould look mean to one who has the pear! of great
price in his arms. 4. Fven defiring ard expeéting
prefent diffolution ; for it feems he underftood the

B promite

(a) Levit, xii, 2—4. (b)) Exdd, xiii. 2, Numb. iii,
13. (¢) G, xlvi, 30,
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promife in a fenfe that le 1 him ro conclude he thru'd
hive td! e faw the Medfinh, but no lTonger @ Aad
hence he welcomes death 3 asd any man may, when
he has firtt weleomed Chrilt, 5. Deleribing ity as a
peaccful death 5 n peace with Go i, with his own
confcience, witn all men, with death irfelf. (2.) As
a death in the feevice, (¢hy fervant) like dyinzin the
ficli ot battle, the bed ot honor. (3.) As a uzpar-
ture trom the body ;3 trom a world of fenfe, to a
w.r'd cf fpirits 3 from toi! to reft.  (4.) Asadie
arture by Guod's permiflion 5 none having a right
to depm till God difmifs him, he being the Lord
and owner of life. (5) Asa dep.xrturc according
to {30d’s word ; frlt, of precept; fecond, or promife,
6. D:cianing t‘1° (ijzht ot falvation to be the g é,mund
ot his \.ul"(. “of (‘Ldth and of his peace in it. Salva-
tina is here put for Twicur, by a tigure ufurl in
frriscure, purting the abliradt for the concrete t—
A the ward we tr. Date lettet depart, m 1y be uti-
de 1t ond ather as the wor: is of a hint refigned tn,
ar ! in death, ,\,u,w,n g atmlelr a dving y or tak: nyg
fhoo ,u.-|~ Lrent for the fiurey with Bezoy Uralnus,
a» 1 Pocaor, or tor an tmp-rative, with lremc‘i-
e, as weil as the masd of the ancient ealtern vere
finas 5 it wili thea reprefent t us, the language of
a [aint in the iumphs of faith, longing to d e, and
praying hiberty to d\px.t and be with Chriil,—

Frowm the words thus opencd, we may raife the
foliow ny propalitons :

I, AL men are fianers ; and fo at wat with
GoJi—

II. Tuereroxe, they muft all depart this life,

IIl. Gop has provided a Salvation for fuch..—
1V. He
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1V. e will have it known to be nis Salvation,

V. He has fully revealed it to men.—

VI. Yer they are naturally fo blind as not to
fee it

VII. Avur fuch are far from found peace in that
cafe, in life or death.—

VIIL Divine fovereign grace takes effeltual
meafures to make fome men fec ite—

IX. SucH fhall furely depart this life in peace,

X. PresenT death is then a proper objett of
defire,—

XI. When it comes it thall fully fatisfy all their
wilhes,—

XII. Every inltance of fuch desth is a frefh evi-
dence of the truth, and reality of the chiiftian
ftliﬁioﬂ s It iJ‘, accordi)zg la h.’y Word,——

To each of which we fhall beg vour attention in
its order, whilit we ¢ndeavour to 1llultrate and cone
firm it, and mawne a briet relction or two un each
as we pa's along 5 and thus pave the wa> tor 1ome
applications, anﬁnu trom the mourntul occafion
which now calls them up Lo OuUr View,

L. ALL men are finners, rebels, enemies to Gnd.
God is.  All nature proves it,  To reafon with the
man who {ees it not, is irrational ard ab'urd.~—1l1le

has renounced humamty, and proclaimed himlelf a
bl ‘JKLQ

Tz
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Tur exiftence of God fuppofed, and his being

the crestor of all things,taken tar granted, his right
to govern all his works can no more enter into dif-
pute His law is iis praciamation of that right,
"I be man who violates it in any part, does in effet
confpire azainit his Sovereign, and attempt the ac-
tual overthrow of his throne: He cannot then dife
own the odious name of rebel againft the beit of
Kings ; and he that rebels againit the authority of
the crown, deciares himielf an enemy to him who
wears it. Loathlome as this charalter may be, it
is not calumny to affix it to all the fons ot men,

WuiLst human nature continued only as the work
of God’s hands, love fuprcme was paid as its delight-
ful tribute to him, in whom it found, at once, its
fupreme ruler and fupreme good : All its powers
breathed loyalty and affeéion to the mott high ;=
obcdience and fubmiifion were its pleafing employ.

BuT, alas! How fadly the reverfe of this is found,
at prefent, the natural leading bias of the heart of
man ! We look into it for love ; and lo! Enmity
againft God reiuns in every paffion, and gives its
own complexion to all our inward powers: We
fearch tor tnat innate purity which was originally
our diafem ot gold ;—but the fqualid rubbith,
which over{nreads all we can difcover, might foon
convince us how truly the crown is faid to have fallen
from cur heads 5 how jultly our nature is delcris
b-d, as altazether an unclean thing ; the whole bead
Jick, and the whole beart faint ;—from ibe crown
of the Lead to the (oles of the feet,no foundnefs in it 5
but full of wounds, bruizes, and patrifying fores i—
T hat 1 it dwells no good thing 5 that the inmoft mind
i enmity azainft Gody not [ubjed to bis law, and that

every
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every imagination of bis beart is only evil comtinually,
Nor is this charge reftrai..ed to a few of the moit
enormous finners ; for thus all flelb bave corrupted
sheir way 3 there is none that doeth goed, no, not on,

Nor can we flatter ourfelves that this enmity
againft God was all confined to the days and lands
that were not blefled with gofpel-light ; if we ime
ﬁartially examine the exercifes of the unregenerate

eart, even now, fhall we not ealily trace the fame
difeafe, reigning in our judgments, and dictating all
our low opinions of God’s glory ; in our moral tafte,
producing fecret diflike to the holinefs and fovereign-
ty, to the omnifcience, power and juftice of Jehovah
himlelf 3 and fetting our wills, affetions, and all
our works againft him, againft his law, his works,
his caufe and honor ; and thereby fhewing that it
would not fpare even his life, it he were man, or in
our power ?

RerrectioN. O my foul, what caufe of univer-
fal lamentation 1s here ! To what deplorable depths
have we fallen ! How {ll does flumbering fecurity
become us ! What peaze can be enjoyed in fuch a
cale! Muft we not expe& to find God Almighty in

arms againft us? And can our hearts endure to
meet him fo ?

RerLeEcTION 2, How great our need of an unis
verfal change, to recover us to friendfhip towards
Goud ! How vain is the hope of falvation without
this ! O then let finners earneftly feek this; lay
down their arms in time ; and faints praife the infi-
nite grace which reconciles them. -

II. Tuererore all muft depart, Though the
body is piopuily & piilun to the mind, yet, could
the
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the finner continue in that confinemant forever

on the earth, with ail its wcenvenicnces hc would
gladly put up,

But with his innacence man forfeited his life ;m
Doaih was fin’s proper wages ; jultice iupxeme en-
gaged (o pay it. Infinite was the evil that broke
through obiigations infimite 3 and the congruity of
- divire QOVErNMeENt requites preportion between
punithment and crime @ ltis rhersiare appoined une
to all wen once to die (a). Spiiithal death (its trie
umy hant on every foul, by narure: this buy gaffed
on all men, for that al bave finned (b). The want of
Goi's n.oral 1nage, and tie lots ot bis favor, are
equ lly apparentin ali the exerticrs of unregenerate
Learts : Nor could we expect ever to fee depravity,
feli-moved, take apy fieps by which a period might
be put to this part ot his death ; trom the fame prin-
ciples mull preceed pradtices the fame, continued in
ore eternal hine. No return to real virtcue, No re-
afcent to true holinefs would ever be beheld in man,
T he body too wes partaer in the ¢iime, and it moft
not e‘c.pe its fhare ot the punithment :—The en-
trance of fin inftantly withered its primaeval blopm
the Ily has fickened ; the rote langmfhed on its
face 3 mortality is infcribed cn its every teature ;
its vovt is mow e reltermefs, its Llclem gome into dufls
J fat man is Le that liveth, and flall not fee death ?—
Tlie hf ary head bends <cwn to the grave; the
lorg e of a ‘\I\il.Uft‘]ah comes at laft to a point,
ard tm“ Crauie i L's towards the neighbouring

ton — e nt‘“ 1 r Ks at cvery door.--ﬂefat/*er:,

wior e th 2 Tl propliotsy do they live Jorever 2—
Lu. LI Gas e e argued, when we are daily
calied

(a) ILb, xix. 27. (L) Rem. v. 124
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called to v'fit tombs, and triad on dufl, once inha-
bited by immortal {pitits ? None are {ceptics on
this point till the mental lamp is extinguifhed by a
ma.dnefs, whether rehgicus or not, which calls tor
the help of medicine more than argument, to effeck
its cure, Ages and worlds are inddesiin the grave,
No for of Adam lives but may find in the ciiurch.

ard, fome hillock of duft that may lerve at once
¥or a meafure of his ftature, and a lorking-gla's to
his reafon : Here the infant of a fpan may find &
mate ; the bloom of youth and vigor of manho: d,
in this unequal war, prevail no nore than tottering
intancy or tiembling age : A bed of ftate will not
deter the approach of rude difeafe, nor embroidered
curtains rcpcl the fhaft of death.—tdere majefty is
difrobed in common with meannefs. Princes are
paired with the heogars at their gates : The g1 .at
and the fmall arc bere (d) 3 and no difcharge is found in
this war (¢,

ArL muft depart 3 muft qu't thele bodics, Fes
come [pirits unclothed ; and learn to live withoug
ticle organs ot fenf-; they mut depart trom all
they ever held or knew of earta: The world'ing
muft give up his kevs: Thke rake muft foon be
debarred of his cups and dalhance ; and the ambi-
tious lay down his honors in the doft,  Here the
ri-h and the poor are lrveled.—Thne moment they
expired, the d:(tinctioa was Iait; loft forever !e——
What avails it now to yonder breathlefs corpfe,
whetaer it was clothed, yefterday, in robes or in
rags 3 whether its laft meal corfifled ot the moft
coftly viands, or the coarfeft crumbs ? Or, whether

a fceptre or a crutch was molt familiar toits hands ?
Bvr

(d) Febi iii. ¥, [¢) Eec!. wii. 8,
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Bur are they to ceafe to be when this departure
comes ?—Annihilation, even of bodies, was never
known. Various changes may be made in the ma-
terial world ; but amidf them all, not a particle of
matter was ever loft : And who can fay one parti-
cle ever fhall ? Our bodies may be refolved inta
their original elements, and /o the duft return to the

duft as it was (&) ; but flll che fubttance remains
_entire,—

Anp who fhall maintain that the nobler part,
the {pirit of man, muft come behind the body in
duration ? Shall inert matter be privileged with
exiftence, when a fpirit, that being immaterial, was
naturally incapable of diffolution, is no more ?—s
A {pirit, that once thought matter into motion, un-
derftond and meafured, and controuled its qualities,
and their effects at will 7 Whence then all its ideas
of immortality ? All its capacities of living, a&ing,
and enjoying witkout the body ? Or was its capacity
fuperior to its end ? Why the eager defire of evere
during exiftence univerfally felt, and doubtlefs di-
vinely inwrought in the very conftituiion of minds ?
Or were thefe defires created, and yet difapproved
by him who was their fource ? Or were they ap.
proved, yet created to be baffled ; to be engines of
milery to the noble world ; of the greatelt mifery
to tie nobleft ; and to be witneffes of inconfiftency
in the noblelt work of the creating hand ?

Ir fpirits are extinct when they depart from their
bodies, when or where fhall the moral government
of the world be vindicated in the fufferings ot vir.
tue and triumphs of vice ! 1Jntil it be proved that

good

(a) E«l. 3ii. 70
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g0nd and evil are dealt out here to men, with equal
hand, according to their chara rs, thall not realon
be comnelled to concinde edner that there 1 no
God, or that he isunju-t,or that there 1s g future- tare
awaliing men, waere tae locs or ail will be iet nghe?

BuT, blefled he Gald, we are not lett to grope by
the twilizht of narural realonings for the path of
truth oa this point : Life and i wnsrtali'y are brouzht
to lizht in the icriptures ; the fpirit jhall return to God
whe gave it ; ind by his fentcence b2 awarded
to a itate of endlets blifs,or or prrennial woe @ Yes,
and the body oo, The facred bock informs us,
thit thait one day revive, and be rejoined to its pro-
per foui, i an waioa never to be azaia diffolved :
For atter death the }uwmem Is 16 be expected ; for
this all thall arife, thouuh not all for Like portions ;
fome beiny- waked to lite and joy, and otuers to
{1 v ne and Lorror, without ¢ad.

Now is the oace berween the dy'rg and the revie
vin s mament of (e body, nall in vnconfeious flaep
b\ [hg - nortal min l £ Wy ot the «?XN}EDCC of an
naextended fublance, dt litute ot confcienticu’refls,
and altive po N(‘IS, V¢ can form noidea : Thefleop
and non-exiit-ce of fuch beings fems to b the
fame thiiz s Aad trily the m wor is ) p'unly ale
{eree b o feriprare, Lhat e h"/ 1 ruis inay veadd 1io—
Thele orasles teach us chatr, heina received to ¢lory
is a1 part o the f3ad’s portirm rhat inmed: atJy fuc-
ceed his guidance through hic, and the failing
of the hearcand tleth (2, That all buman fpirits
return immediately to God when their bodies do re-
turn to dult (&)« That the fou! of the righteons, at
C death,

*

() Pfat, Ixxiii. 24—26. (b) Ecdl. xiis 5o




[ 13 ]

death, enters inte peace and ve? (o) 1 That it poilefles
a =uvenly houle, whenever the carthly one (b o0'ves
(d) © That dying is prefeat cain to kim (e): [hat
faints <dying, commend their 1pirits to Jefus (o) 1
Thatthey, wien the body is afleep in death, do hive
tosether with Chrit \/.)/\,: And f{hall be brou_ht
with him when he comes to judzment (/) That
men casnog kill the foul when they do the body (4)
That angels carry the fouls of the jufl to Abr.bam’s
Cbotom (4) + that the dying penitent thiet bad a
promile of betng that very day in puadi‘e (m) 1—
That the moment {atats are ¢///29/ fromi the body they
are prefeat <with the Lord, and t eretore, that trey
defire death (#) as a thing far better than ferving
Cant bere, becaife when they depase, tiey are with
him (¢). And indeed che pravee of the text can by
no means be recencied to nature, to reafon, or piey,
oa the coatrary {unoofition t Deith then traniports
the foul to a itate of confeinulnels of bi:ls, or woe
ec=riral, For the faat caa never be robbed of Lis
Inheritnce, untd e power ! arife mighrier
tren e Lishiy Redeeser, wiothail prevail to
piac enout of his hand /g0 War thail cne of
Cosunhpoy crea, who dicd o toor impenitence
an i uaoelier, o2 ever found sntering into the hea.
vealy relt oieeparad for Goa’s pearle, until the fa-
crl o i of the unchan ;oable tountain of rruth
fhail rail, waichs fulemaly pledged in that cafe (a),

Rerrrcrion 1. Tuink then 'O my Scul ! think
wiere art taou 2 Thy bedy crumbling to duft g
thylelf

(¢) 1/a. Wii. 2. (d) 2. Co-.v 1=2. () FIiyi.
oL (¢) Ads viio g (h) v The v, 10, (1) 1T/
Vo T4 (£) Vato x, 28, () Luke xvi 20. ) 1 ke

XXille 4500 (n) 200 v t—8. () Phiy iy 2324
(") :fé/)ﬂ X 280 (1) IJG'bo U, Il-—1Y,
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thyfelf pofliny to a long, an everlafting atode s
acath {tands oehiad thy curtain, his cemmifhion in

one hand, his dart in the other 3 he waits but top
lns fovercign’s nod, ana then, () then, the dye is

at | The dye that unalt.rabiy fixes thy flate in
Con!ilmmate holinels and biils, or piunges thee reme-
dilcfs in the blackelt horror ot the howlirg regiens
ctf endlels detpair ! Can this departure be but cree
taken, never to be repeated, its defaults never men-
ded 2 Ther, O how reedtul to be well prepareal!
How inexcuinbic the ne_leéter ot this dread cveat !
None van plead that hic has not had warnings @ the
pafiing beil, whole doletul found daily falutes the
ear ;3 (e weekly vill ot mortaiwy read fromthe
pulpit or the pubiic prints 3 and the witance of it
wucreon our medirations now Iorrewiully dwell ;
yea, every head-ach, or other fymptem cf Gileale
toicin himieir, and in faét, every thing in natuse, if
dily atended to, buds himn look forward o anotnes
worl ly and fummons him to make reaady for his
loag home: Yes, let my ears atend the cry from
yoader nultow, gaping tomb, whete fleeps the fas
cred dutt, whoie difiolving we deplore ! It 1s like a
L 7arus, fent trom A brah.un s botom, to her father's
Loue s davy, and to the whele aflembly, with
which the once mingled, it tcﬂxﬁcs at larée, the va-
mity of lite and all its petty joys 5 the in purtance
or eternity, and the nearncis thh which we all
borcer un it

RerrrcTion 2. Go tn, then, all ye who drown
your icaliblity, ard torzet that ye are mortal l——
Wil ve tamp with the honoiable nume of wildom
or good taite, the iaverite and fafhionable vices of
this degeaerate day, when death thall ihortiy pree
feat lus eavenomed arrow, and puint it ~;: yout

tdids
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hearts ? will ye boxft. of your hardinefs in neglee.
ting all thele warntogs, when this metlenger aircils
yuu P Remenber ye are men, not browes 3 ye are
ianortals, not butierfics ; ye have inteliects capd-
ble of reilellion, ye cannot die hike brutes, even
thouah ye may hve like them, Awake, then je
catrelels awake ! and feex {onewhat tn-day to
comtort 10 that approaciing hour, from which yuu
can ncither wide nor {lee,

ITL. Gon has provid-d a Salvation for fuch,—
Szlvation I O the joytul jound ! Imporung nothing
lefs than totad Celiverance trom every ! prelent or
potible, and comp'ere polizlion ur every cood, fors
ever @ oas the macchlols work that purchizicd and
fccured this, excelis ali oriier works i wondarg, 10
the revelation which annocunces tivat Work a:rcady
finiined, is the mott glirious news that ever rung
tiroug' the buundiels enpire of Jciovan,

Axp it was the kible’s errand in our world, to
pu‘)h*h fuch fa vatinn, wrougnit even tor {ianers,
rebels and enemies ; this it has pliiniy fud.  And
the faying is not lefs faichtul than furprificg @ Haik
then, ye trembh:m pallenyers to the grave ' I ari,
the glidlome t"d‘n as 1 A plan was laid 10 e
counc:l ot eter m} wiiclom, by which falvation might
be reached, cven by the worlt of men, A pin,
that juditics the wildom which concerted it @ A5 1€
fecuics the woadicus end by wondrous means ;
noakes Goed’s grearet difhonor the cccalion of ins
greatett vlory d(‘d honois thofe divine pertections
mait by fiving man, waole slory feemed moft con-
Ceroed 1o fee him thl\ in ruin: A pian, by wl\"n,
the Linnor of tani= atuibutes now craves eternal hife

for theay wavic deatn asu woe 1t vuce dunanded
and
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an:l is mare promoted by the former, than it ever
could have been by the latter ¢ A plan, by which a
fintul creature may be tound not goilty, by a moft
boiy and omnilcient Juuge, an unrighteous crea-
ture declared righteous, tus fin over-ruled, fo as to
he mua.e, even againit its pature, the occafion of
his greater holinels, his mifery ot his blifs, his {cpa-
ration trom God a prelude to his nearer union with
ki 2 A plan, Oy which the redeemed find thes
firengtiv reluining trom their Redeemer’s weaknets,
thair honor artling trom his hame,their afcent o hea-
ven illuing from s v fuent thence, their bletling the
provuét ot s curley tieir lite the troit ot bis ueath
O fwperdens! O unutizradle ! O inconceivable
depths of wiltom and of ghace ! But let us not fore
get that thouli the term falvation comprehends the
plaa concerted, the work which executed ir, and
} articularly tiie benehts therebv procured, yor, ia
the text, it appears to be uled efpecially t poi:t at
the perlon of Iimmanuel, on whom was devoived
the diviae tafk ot {ecuring 1t for men,

Axp truly that metonymy, { ufual with the
facred writers, ncver had more :mple fcope, nor
juller applicaticn in & fingle word, than in tiwe ufe
n:ade of itin this text.  Jefus may well be called
Salvation, as he is its autuor, its purchaler, its giv-
er, ar.d its fubilance,

1. Its author: To him we are indebted for
every ray ot hope that hes ever darted on our for-
lorn an< benighted world : his freely undertaking
to detiey the chrge< of our recovery, opened a
free courfe for the Latber’s grace to men 5 and in
Lis fu'filiing in time, what he eny. paged long belore
tiu.e Legan, he became of our falvatwn.

2. THE
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2. Tne purchafer : Tiis perfect obedience to the
Frecept of the law was the price or hite cternal, ac-
ccording ta the very torins of the cuvenant, under
wicte band the human vace was sound 3 and his
vountary tubmiffion to the v.iole of toat death,
wiich toe peral fanétion of th law had threatened
to tranipicliion, was a full faustultion of the fens

\ence.

NEeirHeER of thefe could be intended to pay
Liz ewn acbt. Not the foraer, for he was the So-
vereizn and law-giver himiclfy and as tuch, covld
not owe the obedience ot a tubjeét @ His divinity
was eternal, indepondent and fupreme 3 and even
b s humuaniry ne-ded not to werk tor e 3 no {oon-
er was 1t perionally untted to the Sen o Ged, then
1t policfied ezernal lite alresdy, upon a title 1ndcia-
file, Not thaiaiter 3 o1 he was w thout Lo (; '),
and pununment couid not be delerveu as the wa_ s,
wiicre fin had pou fir®t entered i d cone the work
(), ard uniiat eas deferved, mlivite Juitice can-
rot be tufp.¢ted of a wiil to tudlict it,. The DNidl-
fiah was cur oft it is true, but not tor himdeit (¢,
Al be Gid was in the charadier of a furcety (a‘
3 ize public head and reprelentative ot the propie,

hom i rhe eternal Couna of prace the Fotier
bad waven b toredeemy s AT we, Lk Lol gy vad
foie wirav, and the Lovi laid om hiar ihe vigiitics of
us al’.  1i2 was wor wed jur our byaillve), ois, &e,
Elevce it plesiou the Looa to bruize Lim (e @ Hence
the bing.y iwear, the 10:10wWs vl s foul  herce the
tooct e o e moos robey the prick ng crown, ond

e doprie ) Leuce the bl uu, the n.le,
Credpoar g yoe, hesce theow e d anuth, and ch.;t
¢z, out-ery, waieh (ook cattis contral tocks,
cut

1“'
NN

() 770 iveage (b)) Rum. v 23, (¢) Daa. 1xa
2, 4 Lo vil 22, (¢) lias iul 10,
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cut its pafize through the clewls, penrtrated the
third heavens.,a o reached even to the cternal throne o
For this the Lanb of God was fain, 65 a pullcier
facrijiced for us : Aud theretore,

He is the giver of fulvation : No merit could
be invetiigated among the race he beng ht 5 notising
was found in them to draw bis love @ I e ,\‘.f"‘n
15 cver theirs it muft be all o gifty a.d tit gift ena
tirely free.  Nothing but fovereien and fell- muved
grace could give it,  And theush the infinite diga
nity of his divine nature, gave juch worth to his
obedicnce ~nd certh, as made it tuily equivalent to
the extent of what tie law donanded of ull whom he
reprefent-d ; vea, gave the law more honor than the
poiteé and per;tual oocdience of Adam and ail
ks feed could ever have dore; and to juftice, faller
{atisfaction even than the eternal death ct all the
hu nm 1ac: ¢ So that, in his mcrn, there was a re-
dunancy-in havm fufficient, after paying all de-
m.n.is, to purcha‘e tor iits poople hicflings far fus
perior to any which thezy 1o end by ta: hng (g) 1o
And all to i was «1.4' .y bought, aad literally paid
for.—

YeT to them all is pifr, and of that giftit Was mcit
meet that tne pu-chafer thould be the giver ton s
and for t'.i5 end, cur grea l*’.u‘trn*er, raifed and ex-
a'ted to the right havo ot Ged, became the trea ury
ot eve-y bleihn ¢ which falvaiion, in its tulleft fente,
contaius 7h): All its fuinefs is centred 1n him ; to
bim belonys the henor ef giving pardon and ctcmal
Jife to all tor whem he brught them ()5 and truly,

when he gives hinitelfy he gives all this : For,
4 He

() Ifa. xVi. 91, Rem. v. 1;==11. and vi. 23.
(%) Jeniae. Col i, 16, and 1. g (1) Felni v, 2c.
‘]ébll X. 280 an LXVil, 2.
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4, He is the fum and fubflance of the whole
In him are met ali tl.¢ rays of glory, in which fhincs
out each ot the divine perfections as honored by
this work (%), In bim, depofited, are all the pro-
mifcs of ths covenant of prace, as tounded on that
Fniflied « blation, by which the condition ot the coe
venant of redemption, was on his part fulfitled (/).
In him is found open tie feuntain for wajking away
the fin and uncleanic's of slival g and Fis feed (m1),
In him we lee the {tore ot all ¢ nraces needed tor
cur warfare; of ail the comforts wanted in eternity
and time (n): For him efpecially, the hLonor of
falva:ion is defigned 5 to l”n is dire@ed cvery aft
of faith and love, brought out to exercife in the re-
deemed, by the energy of infiucnce from heaven :
And in the figkt and enjoyment of Lim, is found
all the blifs of faints, here or hereafter, Thus Chiift
18 the pearl of great price indeed ;5 concerning him
the {aint may well lay, be is my falvation, and all niy

defire.

Prrirerien 1, Afton'thine device this | No
vendet angels dfrete leek inio it 5 bur abi ! how hintle
“of it can we koow in this dark ftate : Yet trom
that little we may fay, happy the man that inheries
this falvarion; he need not envy prirces their paul-
trv elitter, nor epicures their fpurious deliphrs ¢
Al things are his, fince he is Chrift’s, and Chrifl is
God’s (0).

1V. Gop will have it known to be ri1s falvation.
A nd with cood reafon too ; for even from what bas

lalt been offered, we may iee, that towards it, not a
fingle

(R) Fleb, i, g (1) 2 Cor. i, 20, (m) Zech. xiii
. Fib i, 16 (n) Cols iii, 3, 44 (o) 1 Gor iii, 31
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fingle mite was contributed by any being in tke
uiiverle befide himielf, 1t was all of his contriving :
No created wildom was his counlellor (4) 3 nor
men could have defired, nor angels conceived of
this wondrous expedient. It was all of his cffec-
ting 3 he borrowed no aids among his creatures.—
Man was funk in fin and woe, and neither will nor
power temained with him to help this great
work to its confummation ; and angels had no
virtue to fpare ; all their obedience was due - for
themfelves, It was all of his revealing : Who, by
fearching, could find out this plan ? It proclaims
the heignt of human wifdom to be foclithrefs.—
Few ot thofe, who were called wife men in this
world, ever underftood it when revealed : Which
of them then would have drawn this water from his
own well (&) ? It is all ot his applying : The means
of graze are all of his appointing ; the ftrength
needed for attending on them is his gife 5 their effi-
cacy depends all on his blefling : no man ever did
that, in his unregereracy, which could oblige his
Creator to Create hin anew, or entitle himiclf to
any pro:ile ot fpecial grace, or recommend hime
f )t 1o divine mercy—all is of God (¢)

AND this once granted, it will appear fit that
God (hould be known to be the alpha and omega
in this mattety and that the henor of this his chiet
work might not be velted in a rival : This plo-
ry he cannot refign to any orther (d): T ke cbict bu-
finefs ot the golpel is tw praintain bis claim to ir 5
and duly to acknowledge that claim, is the mam
bent of cvery principle, of every grace in true re-

ligion

(a) Rom. i, 34. ‘(b) 1 Cor. i, 10—1q. (¢) 2 Cor. v.18.
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ligien.  To vindicate it is the grand work of the
lait great Atlize; and to recogmze it will be the
etrnal employ ot all the redecmed above.

RirLecTioNn 1. Here then is the grand fecurity
of ay who cmbrace this falvaticn, 1t is all the
Lord’:, and, as his own, he will adhere to it. No
eiciny can fruftrate this defign, fince wildom infi-
nite has tormed it In vain fhall earth or heil at-
te;npe o overthrow a fabric of which the arm of
ominipotence laid the toundation, and works incef-
fant to raie the fuperfiructure,  Here then, let taith
“atchor, and nide our every ftorm here. . What can
{feparate us fiom love that has gone ail this dength
1C iave us !

RerrecTioNn 2. Abandon, then, O my fcul!
reanunce, with abhorrence, every coltrine in reli-
gion, and every atfechicn ot heart that would aim to
ftiin s crown from the head of Zion’s Kirg:
ai be it thy celighotul tefk to pay, witheut abare-
nient, iy cebt of .;Uﬂi(‘c s to atcribe, without cel-
C:0n, the whole giory of this whole woik to Aia
binit frikcik on dke ibruviey, and to the Lamb for ever
ahia eler.

RerLection 3. Detefted be that pride which
fecks vuyections againtt this falvation : and iurely,
moft miferable of all creatures muft that inner be whio
dies in the ateetopt to eicape while he negletts it

V. Gon has fully revealed this falvation to men,
Amongft all his works univerfal harmony prevails.
The work which faves men, perfectly accords with
that which gave thenmr being, Rational was their
nature made : And 4 fuch, it is made perfe@ in

holinefs
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holinefs and blifs, Tivery thing in religion is ration.
al in the highett degree 5 hence we tee, in order to
ialvation’s being cnjoyed, it is neceflary it be em-
braced : Belore it is embraced 1t mult be known
Known it cannot be by the mere light of nature ;

it muft theretore be revealed 5 and heace a poﬁnve
revelation has in fact been given, in which all ne-
ceflary truch is opened ; all forts of capable mefien-
gers employed—patriarchs, - prophets, apofiles, yea
angels, and the Son of God himteli (g).  All poffi-
ble vehicles are ufed fur conveying the knowlege of
it 3 now a vifion and now a voice ; here a type
and there a fpeaking fervice ; fometimes a dream ;
and fometimes a fuweﬂmn wakm&, oral tradition
at one time, and an “authentic ﬂandmg record at an-
other. All the elements too are commanded to concur
in the produltion of the wondrous faéls that atteft ic,
All tke powers of all forts of men fummoned to give it
evidence : The fenfes are addreffed to norice the
events ; the reafon is bound by arguments that ne-
ver can be anfwered 5 and every affection touched
by the pathos of the facred oratory it ftoops to em-
ploy s while the divine fignature gives to all an
energy, that, in a manner peculiar to iiielf, takes
hold of the human heart, and bears down the oppo-
fition of an angry world, Its purity and perfeétion
proclaim it worthy of God : The miracles wrought
and prophecies fulfilled, prove him to beits author.
LEvery age has fhared more or lefs ot this celeflial
light, from Adam to Noah, from him to Abrakam,
tnence to Mofes, and thence downward it ran, like
the waters of the fan&mry, fpreading as it lowed
along the line of time, untl Chrifl lnmielt and g
apo(tlcs, gave it circulation to every coming age 3

and

(g) Heb, i, 1, 2.
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and every quarter of the world has had 2 meafure
ot opportunity, Aflia was the original theatre, in
which thefe wondrous things were acted : Africa
was known, in the very dawn ot chriftianity, to be
the leat ot fome of the moft famous churches in
the world, LEurope has long enjoyed a rich divi-
dend of this invaluable inheritance 3 and America,
at latt, has drank the rays of the Sun of righteculaels.

RerLeEcTION 1, THEN, next to the gift of his
only Son, blefs the Lord for the goipel.—Prize
it highly—confult it daily—it is thy charwer tor zn
immortal crown.

RerrLecTion 2. Wnire we pity and pray fer
the nations now deftitute of this light, we cannot
but cry out, how inexcufable the neglect ot the
fcriptures, or the reader that perfifts in unbelief,

V1. MEen are naturally fo blind as not to fee it, We
readily allow that, in the primitive ftate of human
nature, the underftanding was a lamp divinely light-
ed up within it ;. the moral tafte was holy, and ho-
ly objects only fuited it : In them, it theretore ever
“found the thing it Joved, Hence they were pertect
beauty in his eye (A}, But now we fearch tor
fuch an eye among our race, and while they are in
the ftate that now is natural to them, we fearch in
vain. Whither ? Ah, whither is removed this can-
dle of the Lord ? Alas ! the natural man receiveth
rot the things of God. Wifdom confummate
fhines in them all ; but, to his view, they are but
very toolithnefs (7). Clearly, it is true, they are re-
vealed ; but the enmity, already fpoken of, is a vail

on

(h) Gem, i, 26, 37. (i) 1 Cor. ii. 14
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on his heart. His innate antipathy to God and hoe
linefs has poifened his tafte and jaundiced his eye.—
Prepoflefled againft the divine character, he views
its mol! tranftendent beauties in the glals of preju-
dice. They ftrike him difagreeably 5 they are wab-
out form or comelingfs to bim 5 he cannot undertrand
them becaufe they are [piritually dijccrned.  This is
the fring of all the objections, railed in any age,
againilt reiigion :—Hence originate all tle cavils
of wicked men againft law and gofpel, as if the one
was too rigid and the other too lax :—Hence all
the thifts of delaying finners, to avoid a prefent tub-
miffion to the former, and acceptance of the latter :
Hence the fecurity of carnal minds :(—7To this we
alcribe the deat ear, ufually lent to the joyful over-
tures of Almichty love; blind to the beauty of the
divine perfeftions, men can perceive none in the law,
which is a tiir tranfcript of them .—Infenfible of
chis, they cannot dilcover the loathfome deformity
of fin that violates it ; and ignorant of that, they
cannot fee the truth of their own charaéer, 2nd fo
muft be blind to the danger of their cafe :—Blind
to this, their need of God’s falvation cannot appear
to them ; nor therefore can they fee the propriety
of fo coftly an expedient ;5 and overlooking the pro-
priety, they cannot but mifs fight of the beauty and
glory of the fcheme. And hence they turn away
the head, and refufe the offcred good.

]

RerLrcTion 1. How deep the darknefs of un-
renewed minds ! Their very light is darknefs : Ah
how littie reafon has man to boaft ot an underftan-
ding that apprehends the merett trifles, but over-
looks the greateft realities !

RerLrcTion 2. Flow great the condefcenfion

of tbe Father of lights! to continue all the day-long
Jiretcbing
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fretcbing out bis band to fuch creatures 5 to follow
them with repetitions of inftruétion day by day
to make his light to {hine in their darknels fo long,
notwithanding his knowledge that the darkness
does not comprehend ic !

RerLection 3. How guilty and inexcufable
this blindnefs ; as all refulung from depraviey ot
taite, and all wilful where it is !

VIL I~ this cafe no found pEacE can be enjoyed.
Prace, that health ot foul, that balm and 1ich
fweetner of life, daughter ot innocence, pledge ard
companion of eternal joy, dwells tar remote fror
the bofom that never opencd to the great falvation,
The way of peace they bave not known (a). s gra-
cious terms they never did accept. L hey fill bear
arms againft their Maker: Nor lay them down
when they lay down their flefh in the duft ; captiva.
ted, but not reconciled by death, they go to the tri-
bunal of their incenfed conqueror, with all the ene-
my burning in their hearts, What peace can they
tafte, while adverfaries to the God and father of
peace ; while they avow the injuries they have
offered him, and bring with them nothing to fatisty
for them ? No righteoufne(s have they of their own,
and to own themfielves debtors to that ot Chrift,
they never would fubmit !—What peace can be to
them who are faund, even to the death, trampling
on the price of it ; rejc&ting and oppofing the only -
plan of it, and crucifying the prince and maker of
it every day afreth, yea putting bim anew to open
fhame (6). Inftead of peace, their hearts have caule
to n.edutate terror : Uareconciled to the majefty

he

(8) Rom. iii, 17, (b)) Ifeb. x. 29.
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heaven, they go about every day under bis curfe (¢):
Not one of all their crimes has ever been pardoned ;
they are in his hands, and he is angry with them
every day (d) ; rejecting the great falvation, they
are condemned already (e) : And thelr every mo-
ment trembles on the brink of execution.

WHaT language then is able to exprefs the mad-
nefs or mankind ? In all this danger, fee how care-
lets, how fecure, they pals alorg, like oxen to the
{laughter-houle ! See the promifcuous throng of old
and yourg, of rich and poor, forming their giddy
circle! With what ardor and alacrity they dance
around the mouth of the dreadful volcano; though
at every turn, one or more of the company drops
into the pit! Their mircth over, their race run, they
are feen no more : The abyfs has received them :
But fcarce fooner are they fwallowed up than for-
gotten : Their companions, far frcm being difcon-
certed, continue the chale, while new partnersin the
play daily come in, juin the ranks, and 6l up the
places of the loft.  And is this pleafure ? Will its
end D peace ? Are thefe the men of fenfe ? Call we
truly by the name of riches the heaps amafled by
thefe ¢ Orcan real honors deign to it on and adorn
the brow, while madnefs like this fills the throne in
the heart # Admire we the fpreading branches of
thofe green bay-trees '—L.et us alfo confider the
worm at their root : And put into the account, the
horrors of their fall; a fall, how frequently the iffue
of one fudden ftroke of an ax unfeen! A ftroke,
how often felt, while the tree was laden with blofe
foms ; and the balmy breezes of health ruftling

through its branches, promifed abundance of fruit
full ripe! |

METHINKS
(c) Gel iii, 50, (d) Pfal vii, 11, (¢) Fobn iii. 18.
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MeTtuivks I behold the celebrated beauty, ciif.
tening like a God.els inthe nudat of her train, cons
{cious of charms tufficient to command the hearts
of men ; fhe expefls to find ber every glance ob-
ferved, her every nod obeyed @ The glafs and the
fathion her only ttudy, and the art ot killing time
her only {cience @ Uaacquaiated with herfelt 3 utter
ftranger to thought 3 ealy and gay, {he glides down
the ttream of lire, untware of the ocean of eternity,
to which it fweeps © Burlo ! the moment come,
the {ignal givea, the gnily tyrant feizes her in his
torked taions, o the midd of her youth, and plea-
fure ! O the coaiternation, whea fhe finds herfelf
~clafped in the icy arms of the King ot terrors ; of
whom fhe never thouaht with ferioufnefs, nor heard
with atteation ! O what would fhe not give for a
fhort reprieve 3 tor one of thole hours the has fo
often cheated awav, by the help of the ball, the
cards, or the {tage ! But the mines of Peru are not
able to bay it The pnyfizian’s art tails, The tears
of tricasis avad notan s, Hlere houd is come 5 and
the ray, oibly, thouzatlels creature 18 harried to the
bar 0! taat God whoan {he never loved nor koew,

Tirs fammary method, deith ott has chofen, tn
teivfy his power @ One tucn inltance might awaken
aad rectum a world, ot the ceremonial ot bis of-

ce is fonctimes more tedious 5 lingering difeale
to!ls one down to the houle of filence, by flow and
infenible alvances 3 while another is pierced with
the thunder-bolt from heaven, or buried in the ga-
pings of an earth-quake.

But what advantage make we of this delicacy in
death’s approaches ? See there, the unhappy youth,
the Jnly fonof his mother, the darling of his family ;

; | teadecly
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terderly was he reared from infancy 3 no paing were
[pared to provide him the fulleft accefs to at the
pleatures of which twenty-one fhort years were ca-
pable 3 till, exhaufted even by the resundance of
fupplies, he falls a vi{tim to his plealares @ A deep
conlumption has flowly wafted his vitals.—i1= Jan-
guifhss 01 a couch. —His pallid cheek, and iabor-
ing breath, proclaim the moment of his departure
near at hand; but he cannot bear to be told, thas
he is a dving-man. His kind relations too, ah'!
how cruelly kind, do all they can to conceal the uan-
ger from his ey=s, which their awr. clearly fee beire
him : Mulic is employed to banith inward cores 5
diverfians, while they can be admitted, a.e plied
ward off thoughts of death and future wao.ids 5 and
when thefe muft ceafe, the next care is to florter him
with hopes of life, wh=n all that fee him koaow that
nothing but a miracle can fave him from the grive,
Now he is told of one that lately was as far gone
ac himfelf, bat is reftored, and his health as firm as
ever ¢ Lhen he hears of [hme new remedy or dif-
tant phyfician, to whom all fuch diforders infallibly
give way ¢ And prefently it is declared he looks
better, and is in a fair way to recover ; and the de-
parring of milder fimntams is plesded in ~vidence,
thonah they sliialv appear o have only given place
to othiers more visiznt: And-thusis he treated at
his latter end, who, ever until that time, lived a life
of unremitte | rebeilion againft Goil; he was hithera
to accuftomed to put far off the evil day, and he
mult now be kept infenfible of its neirnels, when it
1s comz. He promifed to repent when' he thould
be old, and now he muft fall in the very bloom of
youth, Seldom did he tread the facred courts of
God, where he might have learnt to think himfelt 2

mortal ; and now, in his latter hours, he thinks only

K of
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of health and all its joycus profpets. Tle was
wont tc laugh at ferious godlinels as whining canr,
and its real pofieffors as defpicable fanatics 3 and
now he {inks into the grave, quite ignorant of the
one, and eternally parted trom the other @ As he
lived, he died.  His reliques were conveyed to the
tom" in all the pomps of tuneral parade. But ah!
what plealure can thele afford the litelefs clay, or
its tormented ghoft 7 What avails it to the {piric,
wailing in outer darknets, to be told that deceiving
and deceived mortals, were weeping round  his
heatfe ; that a moaument-of marble was reared on
his tomb 5 and that the partial relative and merce-
nary lycophant, were loading the air with his prai-
fes, and voting him a crown,

Groomy and fad as this piture feems, the moft
eacerul end ot unbehevers can afford no better :
iet us view it in its faireft light :—Behold the laft
hours ot a woridiing, varnifhed by all the colours of
['ypocritv 5 colours hardened into the fubitance, by
Jy'z oo the furtace for threefcore years, Wath th
aimnets of felt-apnlaufe, he receives the warning of
lis approachiny d:fTsintion 5 executes his lait will
belpeaks his bearers, and points out the formalities
of his interrment hicar him addire!s his children for
the laft time, recount his virtues, and commend his
example to .heir imitation :—*¢ | have been juft to
zll men 3 no fraud was found in my dealings ; I
never {wore profanely, but oft reproved that vice :
drunk-nnefs and debauchery 1 ever fhunned ; my
pew was feldom empty at church, except when ne-
ceflary bufinels made my abfence inevitable. My
fe.t was duly occupied at the facramental table ;
ai d in all fuch duties, I took care ever to be reve-
reut and devout: If I ever finned, it was not with
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a bad heart; and I always confefled it to God, and

afked his pardon 3 and fure it would be a grear fin

now not to believe in the mercy ot my niaker :—1
have been diligent in my bufinels, and God has
ble@ed me init: This is an cvident token ot his

favor ; and I have lttle realon to tear death 3 |
doubt not I fhall be well as toon as gone, and nuw

d.e in peace.”  You have heard the dyirg fpeech,
and all aronad proclaimed the ipcaker blefled in his
death : T'he ne'ghbourhood rung with his praifes :
But had you feen thele works, of which he boaftid,
and on which he leaned ro the laft, wgighed in the
fcale of fcripture ; or had you fcen the book ot
confcience opened, when the lips could open no
more ; had you read the language of its reddened
pages ; how would furprize have fwollen to afto-
nifh.nent, to find all his feeming virtue proved but
mere thew ! His whole lite turning out no more
than a icheme for getting gain : his little deeds of
alms only ftratagems to raife his fame, or douceurs
to wipe oft old fcores from confcience : His hatred
to extravagance to be the offspring of his avarice :
His public devotions meant only to merit heaven’y
joys ; and not one at of his whole life proceeding
from a principle ot faith, without which every a&t
1s fin ; not one ftep taken out of lave to God, not
the leafl regard to his glory in them all 5 po relpect
to the great falvation to be traced trom firft to iaft §
no acquaintance with Chrift or his religion ; no ex-
perience of its heart-cleanfing power 3 not one hcly
aim, not one pure defire, And bhad you bren gble
to fee the lait ftep unvailed, how weuld it ftardle the
moflt philofophic mind, to behold the beguiled toul,
atter taking 1o Kindiy its laft tarewell of the becy,
come forth, {miling with hopes of jovs immortal ,
alcending to the hfclels lips, fhe looks arguad tq

1 &]
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{py fome guardian angel in waiting to conduct her
to fonie bldica manfion :—But O the Grappoints
ment | to Aud no heavenly piot near ! and Ler dy-
112 oed turrounded with troops of relentets turies,
in readinels to feize ana buriy her to their feat of
horror ! O the dreary diiiraétion of the difmayed
ipectre, wnea fhe finds herlelt fhackled by her tora
mencors, aad carried off cheir priioner ! O the wild
deipair with which fhe itrugeles to return into her
torn:r tesement—and Ands (he flrugzles but in
varar ! Waen the lif's an eye, and no heaven in
fiune 3 butiaitead ot betng carelicd in the bolom
or everlating love, fhe s enclofed in the arms ot
eternal dclpaxr inttead of part“z'xm' of the mch.t-
bie 10ys ot tien that die in toe Lord, fhe is precipi-
tatcy plunged o the gulpa of never-endi :0g
auguifh ! —

AND is this the end of the ungodly ? And this
their peace in death 2 O my feul, comie not thou into
gbeir fecret 5 and unto their ajfeindly be not thow uniced !

BuT the truth is, that flimfey as thefe cobweb-
comrurts are, they are noc alwavs the atrendants on
the p:lows ot dying lnners : We grant inueed,
th.: fone of that unhappy crew bave no bands even
i toeir acath (a) : Some perith with a lye in their
rzht oaods (0), and are never refcued from their
ft.ung delullous, untii they lift their eyes in tor-
meuts ().

YEeT this is not the cafe of all. Have we nnt
fometimes feen death-beds, whereon the detponding
patients have aiready begun to drink deep 0f ibe cup

of

(a) P/a lxxiiic 4. (8) Ziw. xlive 2, (¢) Luke xvis 23
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sf trembling 2 While convulfive throws diltorted
every feature, and their rolling eye balls llared on
every oljet neary as it to cave done Juccours
againfi the ttrong terrors that beiet them :—How
have we heard them cry, O that 1 had been ftran-
glea in the birth, or cropped into the grave tiom
my mother’s breaflt, betore | Lad begun this accur-
{vd courle ot hite! How did their trembling knees
{mite, their teeth gnathy and their lips quiver -

How aid their Liearts beat thick with Lhorror, while
the mortal venom thot through all their frame, and,
like a burning arrow, drank up the fream of lifes

Nor wondered we at this, when their fauitering
tongues untolded the more guetul cavfe.  Whole
bivod did not congeal in the canals of lite, when
they heard a fellow mortal, ftruggling on the pre-
cipice, declare, 1in his laft moments, ¢ All dcors
¢ are fhut agai.ft =e, fave one dark and areary
“ gate, which poirts diretly to the bottomicis
““ abyls! 11{ee my fins arranged in terrible battaiia,
* betore my eyes—no pardon found! Do I look
‘““ upward for pity ¢ Abufed mercy has turned my
“¢ accaler ! The Saviour himielt, has fhut ks bow-
‘“ els of compaflion againft me! 1 ice bhim now
ready to condemn my wretched foul to the bur-
“nirg Lake! Look I inward for folace ! A ra-
‘““ ping confcience now reminds me of my many
““ crimes ; by which I have run out my day of
“ arace, and chafed away the Holy Spirit, to return
““ no more tor ever : here are corruptions in tull
““ firength—my talfe colours lofl, and nct a firgle
¢ fpark of prace within. Where fhail my alarmed
““ foul hide? It fhe fhrink down into the lewelt ca-
““ verns of the heart, there fhe is naked to the tye of

S him with whom 1 have to do! And i fle nfe,
through

[ o)
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# through the lanes of life, and fit trembling on
* the dying l:ps—behold the ghattly train of infcr-
* nal ipints clultering thick around her, gaping to
““devour! There 15 no feeing trom thete environ-
“ingevils. No! vaaquithed nature muft now lay
*“ down her arms.  Above is nothing feen, but an
““incenced God, loofing his artillery, and bein-
*“ ning to phiy his laming indignation againtt me,
* Beneath, nothing but the yawning jaws ot an
““ intollerable hell, extended wide, to receive me,
*“ when [tall! No fooner fhall this heart torbear to
“ throb, than the tyrant deach will difplay the tro-
““ phies ot his vi&tory in terrors new. 1 fhall hear
¢ the found, depart ; and thefe meflengers of de-
* Rruction here about me, fhall drag me away 10
* the piace of deipair i True, I have had a reiigi-
‘“ ous education, but that is now a {wift witnets
‘“ againft me. What though I have been under
* many moral reftraints, and the groficft out-bresk
“ings of vice were not feen to mark- my path?
*“ Thele were talents which I might have improved
“ for greater good: but I hid them in the earth,
**and now I g¢o to reckon for them. Pangs of
¢ coaviition in my conicience, 1 know, have otten
** driven n.e to my clofet and my knees——and there
‘¢ extorted promiles of amendment, and refolutions
“‘ too: but thele were only morning clouds ; foon
‘ did the dog return to his vomit.  Fits ot fick-
nels lometimes have produced fuch alterations in
¢ me as made many chriftians near, hope that I was
‘“ a2 ncw creature—I attended fermons; yes, and
¢ lucranents toc—and fometimes melted into tears,
“and tirmiy believed mytelt an eicct vellel.  Bot
**my heart was never won to God—ail my joy
¢ was delufion—{in was never loathed on its own
¢ account, and my glictering religioa was a wig-d

fepulchre

-«

[

[

)



[ 39 ]

t¢ fepulchre—-I grieved the fpirit, and grew harden-
¢ ed by the good opinton of others and my own @
¢¢ the Lord at laft torivok me, and nothing could
¢ glarm mv mind until now. Now it 1s alarmed
¢ with a witnels, but too late, I fee ! I fink ! 1 die!
“and th: wenght of all my (ins prefles me down
¢ to the nethermoft abyfs 17 And lo! brea-
thmg out thele horrors, he breathes his laft.—The
eye is fixed, the taultering tongue lies ftill, the con-
volfions ceafe, the curtain drops, and the vifible
parc of the fhocking fcene is fimfhed !

RerLection 1. SHocking feene indeed !—
and dreadtuily it clofes.  Wouid the wealth of In-
dia be fuficient to cempenfate the horrors of one
fuch hour 2 Who wouid accept a Cafar’s empire,
an Alexander’ s,glorv, or all the pleatures which
{enfe and tancy éver tafted, at the price of one day’s
anguith like to this ? What picafure does the con-
templation of thele acquifitions afford their expiring
owner ? What refrefhment can he draw from the
barvelt he mult reap from fuch feed ? O that all

cur ideas of earthly bliis were like our death-bed
ideas !

Nor may we fancy thefe terrors to exceed their
caule. Imagination, it is true, when highly fcrewed,
can ealily cail up trighttul objelts ; and fear ever

takes fight of them thrwgh a magnifying-glafs.—
But whoever fets himfelf calmly 1o confider the na-
ture, the attendants, and confequents of death to
unregenerate men, will fee there reafon fufficient for
terror and groans which cannot be uttered ; for
in whatever circumf{tances of mildnefs the meflenger
may advance, under whatever advantages the finner
may die, he is nct at peace with God, nor God »;;uh

im
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him. He came into life guilty and flthy ; for that
puilt he has no atonement, having never accepted
Chrift by faith 3 and to wa(h out that filth he has
found no laver ; having Rill rejected the tountain
opened in the Redeemer’s blood, (4), that double
Joad lies on him flill, aggravated wich the addition
ot the accumulated fins of his every hour in lite, un-
til death cuts the thread, and ends his wild career.
. And muft not death in this condition, deferve the
pame of KiNG OF TERRORS ?—His errand to fuch
fouls,is nothring lefs than to arreft them as the enem:ics
of God, to drive them out cf the bodies they had
pto(htmcd to faran’s fervice, te change their fkin-
deep beauty into deform’ey itfelt, to lock up their
putrid mais in the dungeon of the grave, to turnthe
focket from which the fparkling eye once darted
its contagion into 4 triumphal port* tor the vermin
commiffioned to riot on the heart-ftrings ; and leave
the faireft idol of the glals, a loathfome prev for fil-
ter-worms, until the trump of God fhall fhake it in«
to life, and force its arms open to receive its old
comrade in tranfgreflion; in order that it may fhare
in its torments through ages without end.—Yes ! 1¢
15 his, to chafe the hopelefs fpirit at once from all.
the pleafures, all the pofleflions, and all the objelts
in which it ever tock delight (4), to the bar, wherc
the account of them all muft be audited ; and to
the prifon where the chains of juftice muft be rivet-
tcd upon them, until they have paid, ot its infinite
debt, the very laft mite (¢): From all means of
grace, to a ftate o f obduracy eternally fixed (d),where
be that is filtby muft be fltby fiill (¢) : From the
fociety

()1 Tobny i. 9. (b) Luke xv1. 25. Pfa. XVil, I4a
(‘) I Pet. iii. . Tude 6. (d) Fobn ix. 4. Eccl, ix,
v¢) Ksv. xxile 1L,
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fociety of Chrift’s fheep, with which he often pre-
fumed to mingle, to that of fiends infernal 3 under
whofe cultody he is taken the moment he is diflod-
ged trom the body, with whom he muft mix in tor-
tures tom that inltant ! forever—and whom he faw
in crouds furrounding him at his departure (a) : In
a word, this awful moment parts him from all the
{pacious pretexts, of which he had woven a gorge-
ous rohe of tinfelled gauze ; and turns him off the
{tage in the filthy rags of his fhame—banithes him
from time, and fees the bolt of eternity fhot upon
him: Andto add no more, it feparates him from
hope, and fetters him down in the darknefs of
eternal defpair (4).—

RervecrioNn 2. How great, how ferious, how
important a work then mu't it be to die!—And
how dangerous that falfe peace which fianers lum-
ber in ! Tt is a dead calm betore a hurricane, which,
prevents their fleefing to the harbour, and leaves
them exnnfed to the fury of the ftorm, Peace with
fin is a finful prace, and provas the poflzffor to be
in a fatul frate :—TChe joys it gives are fleeting
vapors 3 meteors that vanith into darknefs by their
cwn light :—O what need we ali have daily to exa-
reiac the crouad of our peace ! The multitude of
e deceive dithat continae decetved even to the death,
the deceitfulnels of our hearts, tie cuaning of our
orand adverfary, and the cafine(s with which we in.
dulye to favorable hopes of ourfelves 5 all, all, cry
alond in reafon’s ear, examine yourfelves whether ye be
in the faith (¢): For what fhall we gain by the name
of religion, if the thingy be wanting 2 What avail

- K our

(a) P/l cxxv, 5. Luke xvi. 27. (&) Prov, xiv, 22,
(() 2 Cor Xiiio 50
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our fplendid fervices, our confident hopes, our boid
proteflions, if the hand trom above write MEwE,
TEKEL, on them all ?— W1 at though we have fober
carriage and fair out fide, if the heart within is a rot-
tén fepulchre (d) ? To what purpole, {ave to mul-
tiply our ftripes forever, is all our knowlege in na-
tore, ic [cience, yea in religion itfelf, if it is not atten-
ded with love to God, for his known excellence ;——
and contormity of heart and life to his image and
will (¢) >—~What value is there in the higheit zeal,
if not according io knowledge (g); in the greateft
gifts,without laving grace (4, ; or in the higheit at-
tainments that are deftitote ot true holinels ? Let our
lepal convictions match thofe of Judas in the halter;
and our terrors outitrip thofe of a Cain, roaring out
his horrors through the earth : Let our humiliations
equal that of Ab-bin fackcloth and afhes, and He-
rod himfelf be out-done by our reformations :—1f
the joys of the ftony ground-hearers raifed us to
rapture, on a riddance from the lath of an awa.
“kened confcience—if a Balaam’s extaly had recon-
ciled us 1o death (7)—had we all the affurance of
the Phatilees, that we are Abraham’s fecd (4)—and
% thair longings for the bread that faves from
deaih (/)—were our zeal funiicient to compafs lea
and land tor profelytes, and the gitt of miracles
conferred to crown all our other gifts ;=—all this
might be without regeneration, aud fu without faith,,
and fo without a vital union to Chrift, and fo with-
out peace with God; and therefore all might be
BOTHING ; Yea infinitely worle at the laft trial.-—-;
O

(d) Matt, xxiii. 27. (e) 1 Cor. xiii. 2. Luke xii.
47. 2 Cor, iii. 18, (g) Rom. x. 2. (h) 1 Cor. Xxiils
(:) Num, xxiii, 10, (#) Jobn viiie 33 (/) Fabn
Vie 34 -

* »
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O! then let us bring our religion to the fcrip-
ture touch-{tone, whilft we are yet in reach of hope;
por lofe by delay the golden moments ot our accep-
ted time.~—If any value is fecon eternal things, truft
not a death-bed reperitance. This is the phantom
that has caft down many wounded, yea many ftrong
men have been flain by it : Many, did 1 fay ? Yes,
the fword hath flain its thoulands—this its ten
thoufands.

RerrLecTion 3. O THE cruclty of the relatives
or friends, who behold the deceived finner, flecping
on his maft, and give him no warning t~—In what
colours muft themfclves and the aflemibled worlcs,
one day, view the talfe, the murderous kindnefs of
thofe parents, to whom their wretched children fhall
cry in hopelefs anguith-—+¢ Ye concealed trom us
our ftate, our danger, and our death ; when the one
might have been mended, the other thunned, and
the latt turned into a blefling : And o have ye tolled
us down to this place of torments.” O unnaturall
horrible thought ! Rocks in vain fhall be implored
to fall en fuch monfters ; and mountaips invoked
to cover them, in vain !

VII. Divine fovereign grace takes effetual
meafures to make fome fce this falvation : Are ali
they loft to whom the gofvel is bid (a) ¢ then if lome
~ had not feen it what had become of the Redeemer’s
crown ¢ heaver had been empty of the human race »
Where then the promife that Chrilt fhould fee his
feed © Or what avails the travail of his holy foul
(k) ? Blefled be the unchanged fource of grace ;
his plan can no more mulcarry, for want of power

| or

(@) 2 @r.iv. 3 (&) Jfa. xxxiii. 18,
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or will to execute it, than for want of wildom to
form it at the firft ; and the honor of Jehovah is
concerned to iee that all his councils fland (&) @ Ail
that are in the Redecmer’s hand, fhall find etesnal
{itety there 3 no enemy can pluck them thence (e),
aad tamieir will never catt them out (g) :—DBut in
order o this fecurity, they muft firft come to him ;
and for that purpole, they muit lee fatety there jo—
. their eyes muil fez him to be God’s favation.—

Fro the views here taken of the natural blind-
neis of th2 human mind, it would not be expected
that they thould cometo fee this falvation,merely by
the dint of their own relearches 3 no 3 in this way it
will kil remain a truth, that 2he world by its owan
wifdom knows not Gea (b) 3 and it the account alrea-
dy given of our natural enmity to the molt high,
be agreeable to falt, it cannot be fuppoled that any
doings on our part could induce divine light to
come in to our 2ffiftance ; and much lets could they
deferve that favor ¢ It follows then, that if ever any
of mankind obtain this (ight, nothing but grace, as
~foverciga as it is free, can be the Ipring from whence
this bigh priviledge can flow.,  And the facred ora-
cles intor.m us, that all fuch are taught of God (4) 3
and taat by an unction of the Holv one (&) : A lea-
ding part of the facred office of the divine Spirit is
there fet forth to be to open the blind eyes of men,
to take the things of Chrift and fhew to them (/) ;
and thus to convince of fin,of righteoufnefs and judg-
ment : Agreeably hersto, it is found in faét,
that wiien he is {ent down by the Father, in Chrift’s

name-

(d) Ifa. Ixvi. 10. (&) Fobu x. 28. (g) Foln vi.
37. (b) 1 Cer i.21. (1) -Fobmvi, 45. (k) X Jebn
o200 () 1 Joha xvie iy I, s
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name (), to wale ready a pecple propaved for the
Lord, he takes away the ¢vil eye {#), and In regene-
ration gives a new tafte, capable of difcerning things
that are excellent 3 and chus he anoints the eye with
eye-falve, makes it ipiritual, brings the glorious ob-
je&s ot taith ncar: Thefe poflefs an innate luitre,
which makes them manifeft in their own light (o)
and hence, the fcales falling from the menial eye,
and divine illumnation being received, the regene-
rate foul looks arcund him, and beholds all things
new (p): The book of God, where thefe things are
unfolded, he ciaips to his bofom ; to this he recurs
for every truth ; to this he appeals in every cafe (g)
however obfcure and unintelligible it had heretotore
appeared to him, as it ftill doth to the wife and pru.
dent of this world 3 yet now that he is become a
new-born babe in Chiifl, the feal is broken : In it
he finds a complete revelation of his mafter’s will,
and a perfe¢t rule of faith and obedience for hime
felf (r).  This is the glafs held by the Holy Spirit
to the eye of faith ; and by this he gets a fight of
all he needs to know. The law, thus opened up
before his eyes, had already fhewn him his fin and
danger, as in truth they were ; and now the glori.
ous gofpel fhining into him, difcovers to him this
great falvation (s).

Tue fouls, thus enlightened from above, perceive
fir—The nature of this falvation :—A right un-
derftanding ot the cflential doétrines of the gofpel
Js given them, fo that in things that pertain to the

foundation, it is not poffible to deccive them (#) :
A

(m) Folnxvi. 8¢ (n) Ifa. iii. 23. (o) Pfa. xxxvi,
Q. (t) 2Cer.v. 18. (q) La. viii, 20. (r) 2 Tim.
i, 19, (9) 2 Car, ive 4=, 2 Pet, 119, (:) Hat,
XAV, 24, |
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“A jult view of the glorious plan of man’s redemp-
tion opens ‘to their minds, and fettles their judg-

meats, fo as prevents their being tofled to and tro
by every wind of docirinz (¢) ¢ 'do this is addc 4,

SeconprLy—A full aflurance oil its truth :—The
divine light, conveyed into the mind by theentrance
ot the word there, evinces the impodibility of decep-
tion in the matter : He fecls its energy making 1ts
way to the heart, enluring its reception there, and
bearing down all oppofitien betore it. iVlany others
perhaps, can better argue in their defence, but none
is more {urely perfuaded of the truth of every word
thele oracles relate ; he fees all things they reveal
to be reality indeed ; and on the infallible certainty
thereof, he fcruples not to pawn his falvation : His
affent is fecured,tor he has within himfelf the witnefs
of the truth (), and he now believes it on the 2u-
thority of God.

Tuirpry. They fze the beauty and glory of this
falvation, furpaffing all other beauty, and tranicen-
ding all other glory : Its reitude appears to them
without a fpot—1Its pertection without a law—1Its

-wifdom an uofathtmable deep—Its goodnefs un-
fpeakable—Its love beyond conception—Its grace
without a bound—and every part of it worthy of
God. THow glorious does it fhine in their eyes, in
the harmony of all its parts, each with the other, of
each with the whole, and ot the whole with itsend !
How beautitul in its perfe@ agreement with the law
of God ! How excellent in the difcovery * God’s
tace, yea of his very heart, in bis own fon !'—How
glorious does ig feem in its Leing all centred in
Chnit:

(a) E/b. iv. u; (6> 1 S'obn v, 10.
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Cheit | On the beauties of Immanuel’s charaer,
the believer now fixes his aftonifhed eyes ; he traces
them in every office he {uftains, in every flep he
took, in every pain he bore, in every word he fpake,
and every ftate through which he paffed ; and his
final verdi& is, yea, be is altogetber lovely,

Tuese things are feen in God’s (alvation, by the
eye illumined by a ray from God himfelt, and feen.

e "

in a manner totally ditferent from all its former
views. This is not mere idle fpeculation ; or ftan-
ding aloof and gazing at a diltant objed, ftrange
and wondrous. No. The fight is fuch as produ-
ces the happieft elfe@s to the beholder : It never
fiils to carry with it—1. A cordial approbation of
all this falvation contains ; the underftanding refts
in it, as perfectly right, as well ordered in all 1hings
and fure (3).—2. A willing choice of it as gouod,
He faw it all was needed, he found it all was free,
all offered as a gift; he heard himfelf invited, and
cheartully his heart confents; pleafed with the plan,
delighired with the perfon that is the central point in
it, hc clofes with the propofal, acquiefces in the
{cheme, and aftually embraces all it offcrs ().
3. An abfolute renunciation of alt things that oppole
this falvation, or would rival its glory, All other
plans and devices are given up.  All felt<help and
creature-help difclaimed. All idols and lufts imme-
diately abandoned (¢).-—4. A refolute adventure to
relt on it alone ; and in no cafe tofeck to any other
(4).—5. A fuperlative love to it : The heart is
charmed with evety part of it ; delights and rejoi-
ces in it Jult as it is ; nox would he have it altered
1n

(o) 2 Som. xxiit, 5. (b) Tobn i, 13, (c) Fer.iii.
23. &/ xivi 8, (d) Pfa, Ixxi, 16, Pf)gl. iiz Qi
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in the leaft, for worlds full of filver and gold (¢), —
6. Hatred and loathing ot all in himfelf, or in the
world, that is in contralt to the beauties fhining here,
This fight arms him tor'the war againft all hisown
fins ;3 he abhors himfelf for them, and repents in
duft and afhes (g).—~7. Conformity to its nature
and delign in heart and lite : Whoever beholds in
this glafs, the glory of the Lord, is changed into
the lame image, from glory to glory, by the Spirit
" of the Lord (4).—8. Zeal to fpread abroad the ho-
nor of it, and to draw all men to fee it (7).
g. Weanednels from all other beauty in the world,
&ec. (k).—10. Conftant bent after fecing it ftill
and that mere and more : Hence delight in the

word and ordinances, and longing for heaven to
fee it face to face (/).

RerLection 1. How different is this know-
ledge from all that can be found in unregenerate
iren ! That may be fplendid, but this is fubftantial
(m) :—The one is hearfay, the other is fight, There
we learn the nature of divine things dollrinally 3
here we behiold their glory fpiritually @ ‘That of the
natural man is the refult of human t:ftimony, that
of the {piritual man is divinely inculcated @ Forthe
former, he is indebted to natural faculiies 3 for the
latter, to divine ulumination : By the one, we fper-
ceive probability in the things revealed 5 by the
other, infallible ccrtainty is received : This may exe
cite the affe€tions, but that transformsthe heart :=—,
Hereby we may be puffed up, thereby we fhail be
humbled to our proper place : This is a flath that

| fuddenly

(e) 2 Sam. xxiii, 8. (g) Feb. Ixiie 6. () 2 Cor.
iii, 10, (1) Deut. xxxii. 3. (#) Phil, iii, 8, (1) Plas
iv» 6. (”l) H“o X1s |




[ 49 ]

fuddenly pafleth away, but that is the dawn of a
day, whale light thall thine brighter and brighter to
all eteraity.  Appnzed of this difference, may we
aever relt on mere natural knowledge, nor be left
to miftake it for that which 1s divine.

RerLecTion 2 InconcervasLy greatthen, is
the privilege conferred on that man, by whom this
falvation is feen.  The fizht itfelf’ is an evidence of
his heavenly birth :—By it the grace of faith 18
drawn out to exercife—by it that exercife is conti-
nued, is trengthened, and increafed until it is loft
in open vifion :—1It is this excites and warms his
love to God, and all that bears his image :—Every
glimpfe of his glory thus received, weans the heare
from earthly charms, wafes the aficétions upward,
and fixes them on beaury fupreme :—This fhews
fin in its true fintulnefs 5 and kKeeps the foul panting
after total and eternal feparation trom it; longing
for increale of holinels, even to pertcét conformity
20 God t— Uhis is the beft pretervative of conftant
communion witi. Ged, and a prefentantidote againft
temouation =— Ulus 1s the thinsulus to the chriftian
race, and buckles on the armos for the holy war ¢
T s is the vennde of che tron_elt confolations
the tanding coranl ot tze taanag fant :—In a
word, tas izhe waeh sl aes vnperteltions, is hea-
vea coie down g atid the peric€tiun of ic is the feaft
on which all tae Diclt whabitsias i Licaven above
fhall Live tor eveanore,

XI. ALL who have feen this falvation thall de-
part in peace. That thefe were raturally in the
fame @{tate with other men, will readily be granted 4
the fame their guilt, their enmity to Gud the fame ;
like others they bore arms againlt Jenovau, and

' mighty
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might expe@ with others to thare the fate of that
unnatural war. But O the wondrous power ot love |
It moved the Eternal to entertain thoughts ot peace
towards themn, long before time began @ It gave s
d.rling, it gave idelf, it defeended, it bled, it died,
to purciale peace for them. Jelus became their
furety for that end ; kis death was the purchale of
it; and dying, he bzqueathed it to them all, Yes:
The heavenly peace-maker himtelt, became the cen-
tre and fource ot peace for thefe Widh this bleiling
in his opened hand, he ftretches it out in the golpels
There, by authentic proclamation, itis freely offered
every day.  And to give his word fuccefs, he fent
the Holy Spirit into their hearts, to draw them to
confear : This celeitial agent bowed their wills, and
brought them to embrace the peace propofed : By
taich chey gladly received the Saviour, and commit.
ted the work of fecuring their peace with God, ene
tircly into his hand: At that moment, thev became
eipoufed to the Redeemer, and, by the marrizge co.
veaant, they were entitled co all his purchaled, and
chrnnuaicable goods,  His righteoulnefs became
theirs.  Their debts were charged to his account,
Thar righteoulnels was fuificient payment for all
they owed ;3 and divine juttice called for their dife
charge. Sin, the caule of God’s anger, being attoe
ned by a facriiice, which now is become theirs, the
thunder-bolt is laid afide—the frown removea rom
Jenovaw’s countenance—the ftorm is over, and
the heaven ferene—peace is proclaimed by found of
gofpel-trumpet, and by every promife in the cove-
nant of grace, God gives his word, his bond, his
eath, that it fhall never be brokea off,

A wiTnEess and a pledge hereof is given them,

when the Spirit of peace takes poffeflion of their
. hearts,



{ 5t ]

hearts, and ieads them to be cordially reconciled to
every thing in God they fee ; yea brings them to an
inward approbation and complacency in the holinets,
the juftice and fovereign:y ittelt, which are «fleutial
tn his nature : To a full fatistaétion in his law, and
hearty well-pleafedaets with his falvatian, 1n ail irg
parts.  This is that lantitving work, by which he
brings them to be at peace with God, as oy the alt
which juftified them, God declared himfelf at peace
with them : This peace is immutable as the oath
of God ; it is henceforth the fame for ever. It cane
not wax and wane as comtortsdo : It cannot come
and @0, as a guelt who is here to-day, and away to
morrow, No-—it is fixed as fate—it is lafting as
eterpity—it is as good-—as periect—as fecure the
At} moment as ever.

Tars peac- extends to every thing but fin and
fatan, with all things elfe they are at agreement 1=
All the atiributes of Jehovah’s nature are become
its guarantees 3 each pledges itfelf to fupport it for-
ever: Every part of God’s law fatisfied with its price,
praclaims and ratifies ity every thing in providence
acts upon it ; even the rod and judgments of the Al.
mighty confefs themfelves bound by this treaty, and
death itfelf cannot intringe ite=——.

Nor is it agreeable to the kind defign of the
God of peace, that the foul he has thus aecepted,
fhould ftill go uncomiorted by the benefit 1o which
he is an heir, A heaven to come is not all his por-
tion ; a prefent tafle of the firft-fruits of his 1n-eri-
tance, as an earneft of the harvelt inreverfion, is in-
dulgzd to believers in time. The heaven, which
true religion brings, begins below. ¢ is therefore
gracioufty provided that the high favor of peace,

, ratified
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ratified in heaven, fhall, in due time be notified to
faints on earth : This 1s neceflary to calm the fur-
ges of a temnpettuous conicience, to m.ake the yoke of
rei:gon ealy, to imooth the narrow way nto a way
of piealantnicisy and make the promifes ot the gof-
pel a redl comtort tu the chrittian in his pilgrimage,
as well as ¢ contute the hell-hatched calumny, that
would mfinuate that ald religicn is an enemy to tiue
. enjoyment.  L'neretore, the Holy Spiiir, as the
fp:nt of truch, is pleated to deal with them whom he
fancuiies in fucn a manner, as to prove that, as he
is nut athamed of cither his word or work, 1o he is
as Ittle upoled to ditown the one as to deny the
other : By his work he aitetts his word, and by the
Tarter he recognizes the tormer to be his own. Inthe
fcripturcs he has lert precious promites of lite and
faver, addrefled to cedtain gracious exerciles there
d=fcriped ; thefe he opens in their true fenle to the
believer, and brings them home to his heart in ail
their certainty.  In the rational foul, the Creator
bas implanted a power of conicioulnefs ot all its own
a@s. This power the fpiric fometimies roules to do
i:3 offics ;3 and tn the fanctified, cails up its attention
to :hole pretent exercifes by which he is now influ-
" enc.n@ the Virai priipic, infufed into the foul in its
regenc ation, to exert aeh in the very hne drawp
in the goinel, as the gualification of the promifes
above retersed to.  Buz the graces now aic not only
drawa out to bt 5 tuey are lhounc Gn too by heir
great autucr, aud i brougit to iignt. LConfcicace
knows them o be el ; awd r:aicn, comparing
them wi h the word, v atu:es to prorource them
gracioas.  [ut this the Lttars with ten bung voice
and raualtering «niue 3 and tn her feutence the
heart cannot ielt, unul the divine Spirit, by a treth
dilcovery of redeeming love, comtorting aud rejoi-
) ‘ ang
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cing the fou!, enccurages the conciufion drawn; and,
gives his attftation to that gracious act on which
it was groundcd, as the genpine offspring of hisown
power — L'his ttamps awine authority on the refulr,
aad enables the four 10 afe to a full affu. ance of its
peace with (oud : {dcn~e is fhed down onthe wholg
foul of the believer, a bkfl-d calm ; a heaven-born
peace poffetles him within, 10 which he anticipates
the joys ot the Juiuialem above ; joys snfpeakable
- and fulf of glory: Whereby the man 1s giraed for
his jurney, and armed tor the conthéts before him,
borre uo in the tharpelt trials, and made to triumph
over the laft ¢cnemy. This gives a friendly afpe&®
to every thinz in lite, and makes him at peace with
croffes, adlictions and perfecutions ; yes, and enables
hiin to welcome death in its moft frighttul forms,

DeaTH indead awaits him ftill.—Such is the law
of his nature ; of this mortal tabernacle he muft be
unfheathed : Flefh and blaod cannot endure, the
glory in referve for him. But death comes rot as
the executioner of the condemning fentence :—The
force af that curfe was wholly fpent on his furety’s
head ; who, by dying, has broke death’s arrow,
difarmed him of his fting, and deltroyed him that
had the power of death in his hand : Death is now

come a triend., He comes not to renew the war
but as the meflenger of heavenly love. Love, that
can no longer bear the diftance of its object ; and
dipacches him on the gracious beheft to releafe the
beloved foul from its imprifonment in clay, and
haiten it to the arms of its beit triend,

WHaAT then can hinder peace divine from fmi-
ling in the face of that faint, in his departure, with-
ia wnole heart 1t has reigned until then {—He was -

entitled
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entitled to it by covenant the masment he beieved :
It is promifed by the word of that God who cannot
lie ; che divine Spirit has fealed that promife on his
heart ; he has already taken pofleffion of it ; God
has given him the carneft, and caufed him to expeét
the whole promifed good :—Every poffible fecurity
is put into his haad, and can his faithtul Lord fruf-
trate the hope him(-lt has excited and fcunded on
his word ? Has this been his fupport in fix trou-
bles 3 and fha!l it fail him in the feventh ? It has
carried him fafely on to the birrh into the world of
glory 5 and fhall it not then give power to bring
gorth ¢ In leffer trials this has been his cordial, and
fhall it defert him in the greateft ? It we fhould
fpeak thus, fhould we aot offend the generation of
God’s children ? When they have pailed through
the waters of affli¢tion, their God has been with
them ; 2nd could they fufpeét that he would leave
them helplefs, when overflown by Jordan’s flood ?
The waters of lite How in the chanrnel of this peace :
They are at the option of all that wiill.—The rrue
believer, who has feen this falvation, has in a day of
God's power, been made willing to take Chrift the
tree ot life ; and was he not made willing to take the
waters thereof too? Or, has he relifhed them in life,
and yet can icthe them in the article of death ? Shall
he not then thirft for them more than ever? And
if L does, fhall not he, who has promiled 1t, now
open fountains in this dreary wildernels ; yea, tivers
in this darkfome defart ? Shall he not now more
abundantly than ever, pour this water on the foul
that is thirfty, and floods of it on fuch dry ground?
Yes :—3lcfT-d be God ! Not one of his fheep hasz
~ ever lacked the glorious Shepherd’s care in the derk
valley, They have not once been left in that crifis,
without his rod and @taff to comfort them 3 the one

10 fupport and the other to clear their way thf&lgh.
Vi
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Whuo then can forbid the waters of +his peace,
which, as a river make glad the city of fiod, to flow
into the {ouls of laints in their laft conti:éts ? Shall
Jaw torbid it ? No :—Law is fatisfed by their fure-
ty’s obedience. Can juftice prohibit it ? No 1=
Jultice is atoned by the fuifcrings of Jefus ; there
the believer’s debt is paid to the uttermoft farthing,
Shall fin remaining witiiin prevent it ? No :—Its
power was broken in regeneration ; its dominion
overthrown at that momert 3 it has been on a crofs
ever fince ; and death now comes to firike at its life
the finithing blow, and fully releafe the foul from
all remains of that filthy hufk. Shall fatan’s eforts
now break up this peace ? No :—That enemy is
fierce, it is true, but Jefus, the conqueror, having
deftroyed him that had the power ot death, has ef-
teCtually freed all his tollowers from the bondage of
its fear : The roaring lion is chained to the Redee-
mer’s footftool ; his power is imitted by a—bitberto,
but no furtker, In a word, all the enemies of
the believer’s peace are now to be trodden under
foot, and nothing left that can deftroy it : Since
notiiing can lcparate him from the love of Chritt,
But death, by name, is in the inventory ot hig
goads ; this, as well as lite, things thea prefent as
well as things to come, fhall all confpire to fecure
his peace, and improve it 1nto everlafting joy,——

OspjecTion.—Mayv not atrue believer die in
terrors ¢ Anfwer. The {weet peace which men re-
ceive in believing, is the peace of God; by him be-
ftowed and by him maintained. There is not in
facred writ a declaration more peremptory or unli-
mitte-} than that which aflerts the end of the upiight
life to be peace. The feeds of light and gladnefs
were iown tor them when they were made new crea.

tures




[ 56 }

tures, and now the appointed weeks of harveft are
begun. It is however not to be denicd, that the evi-
dence is frequently fhuken and vanithed out of
fight, when the faints title remains indefealible :—
This, like the (tream of a mighty rivir, continues
to glide on in its proper channel, unaltered by all
the changes of fealons and chines 3 whilit that, like
the waters ot a well, rifcs and talls in projort.on to
- the thowers diftilled from the clouds : Nor may we
furmife that the ebbing ot the chrifliar’s con.torts
ariles frorn any want of love in God to their perfons 3
that love that fpared not to give his fon, wculd not
grudge to give the fweets of his purchale. Norcan
1t be owing to any defelt in the tendernefs of the
Redeemer’s bowels towards them, if lome faints go
mourning all the day-long : He poured vut his lite-
blood, in their ftead, and would he deny them fome
drops ot comfort in the time of their necd ? No:
Very often the caufe muft be fought for in them-
felves : This is the natural confequence of remiflenc(s
ia our watch, neglizence in our wartare, or want of
circum'pection and diligencein the different dut es of
lite. Thofe cuurfes naturally lead to terrers in death,
even when they are not permitted to lead down to
hell, Ot this fertile womb, alas ! too fertile in our
day, doubts and darknets, with all their 1ad compa-
nions, are the unhappy off<pring, eveo in lite ; and
we naturally expeét, that it will not tail to produce
hard work in death. Nor can we wonder if this
fhould be tound to turn the drath-beds of faints,
from beds of rofes to pavements of pointed flint ¢

hieated to burning by th fire of the confliét through
wiich they are faved at laft,

. Bu~7 -here are other reafons, from which this fad
pho.noiaenon mray be accounted for ; even when
found
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found in the lot of lively and watchful chriftians ¢
Wha: means m re powerful than this to fir vp pro-
f-dors to double diligence to make their calling
fuie ? What more effectual to kill the carnal confi-
dence which, even btlievers, are too prone to in-
dulge 3 whereby they too foon forger, efpecially af-
ter cheir beft trames 3 thac their fliength confifts
not in the degrees of grace they have ahieady
received, but lies all in that fund, which is yet 1a
thie hand of Chrift ; that all fuloefs dwelis in him,
and nothing but emptinefs in the beft creature ;—
therefare, that they are not able to withtand in the
diay of trial, by any ftrength in themfelves ; and
that the ftrongett chriftian here muft live on Chnitt 2
. To teich us this leffon, what mean is better calcula-
ted than the providence that fets betore our eyes
fome of the greatelt and humblett 12ints laboring in
the dark at the laft kour, under the tharp buffctings
which never fail to fhew the need of reliance on the
ftrength of Chrift, our head, and renunciation of all
other help 2

It is moft certain, however, that the fevereft of -
their confilts are infinitely preferable to the dead
calm of bandlefs finners dying : Nor are they in
auy one fnltance, a contradiction to the foregoing
affereron, that the end of each upright man is peace.
Let us contemplate it in the darkeft view the flate
ot fuats can admit. See an aged, humble,
watchtul chriftian, atter long flruggles wath the
ftorms of aiverfity, brought to the bed of death s
Hear him in the keeneft bodily pain, breathing out
the more exquifitz anguith ot his toul, '

« You lee here, my friends, the vcr} chief of fin-
pess.~—Oh ! how juRtly does the Holy One aban-
H ug
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don to his woes, at the laft, a wretch who has {g-
long provoked him 3 fo grievoufly dithcnored his
niolt holy name, grieved lus gracious Spirit, and
rruc:hcd his olunous lon atrefh | O what mercies
hc has btﬂowcd onme! And O the vilenefls, the
total depravity of my hearc 3 the wickedaels and
revellion ot iy whole litey, that has trampled them
2il under toot! My heart bleeds, when ] reyiew the

.one, | abhor myfcif whea 1 ook back cn the other,

Juitly am 1 now lete to the fcourge of an evil cone
fgence, and mais a mo-ument of the anger of a
holy God againit (ins  What caulcxpc& but eter-
nal ban hment trom hi bistul prefence 2 And
how can | eadure that ? Never to fee his face ?
Never to tafte nis love 2 Never to praile, norférve,
nor love, nor honor him ? O chis is intolerable ! [
tremble to think of it 3 butit I mult encure it, it
is ail my own tuait 3 [ wil declare, even in eternal
woe, that I have dejerved it all 3 thatitis I, and [
alone, who have been my own deltroyer ! Why do
ye try to comtort me, my friends ? Nothing is
rore pintul than the thoug bt of having lo long
imp,f.cd an vou aad on the church with a proseifion,
and havirg madle you to think me fometiing ; exe
cept that of mv having thus wounded reliynion, and
dithonored God 1o yrievoufly thereby. | know you
would have me sely on Chnft, and apply the pre-
cious promiles to myfelf, But 1 could as eafily re.
move mountains. I fee nothing here within, that
looks l:ke religien 3 nor any promife in the-bible
that belongs to me. O for an holy heart 5 an heart

clean from that abominable thing which God hates!
O for one glympfe of the countenance of God in
the face of Caviit ! i is the want of this, not the
pangs of d-arth, that makes me thus fink in deep

waters | Hde hudeth himicit from e, O tbat [
| kneww
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Bnew where I'might find bim, I wonld come even to bis
Jear ! G oternity ! eternity ! how can I venture in-
to thy boundlets darkfome ocean !

Bur what fhall Tdo ? Tamin a great ftrait.—
¥ver fince I thought I kaew any thing of rclizion,
when all other doors of hope have been fhut auamﬂ:
me, flying immediately to Chrift, as a poor, help‘-
lets, felf-ruined finner, has been my laft refource,
And wiere elfe can [ fly now ?  [de only has the
words of eternal life.  No other hanu can help me,
As iz has been in my lite, fo muft it be now in
death, My Las7? rREsorT. I perifh, if [ trult him
n~": 1 can but perifhr it [ truft him: At his holy,
fo..reign, gracious feet, will [ therefore venture to
proﬁrate my Ginkinyg foul =t 1 perith, T perithi—
And.if 1 hoald, I-deeply dclervc it3 but it fhall be
cattir _ ihe weight ot my eternal concerns on Chrift,
and reiy.ing on the vistue of his righreoutnels ‘an §
blood. te is ahle to five to the uttermoft 3 and
there is, there can be falvation in no other "—tJere
the deach-rattle ftopped his fpeech 3 bur O hai
you fecn and.heard. what paflzd in the foul, whea
this conflit was come to its end, when the chained
tenpter was ordered to abf.ond 3 how difierent
would appear the colours of this fcene ! For, 1!
the adverfary retreating, the mills he had raited va-
nithed with him ; the fun fhone out from behind
the cloud ; all things appeared in their true light 3
the tempeft from Sinai was huthed --The itull
voice from Zion befpoke the humbled foul, ia ac-
cents {uch as thefe, ¢ Son be of good cheer, thy
fins are forgiven. 1 have drawn thee, bur it is to
my felf :—I have drawn thee through dark and dil-
treistul paths, but it is becaufe 1 haw Inoved thee
with everlalting love. It was a way which thou

koneweft
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kneweft not, but thou fhalt know hereafter. Now
thy wustare is accomplithed, [ have bruifed :fatan
forever under thy teet.  Tbis day [balt thou be with
me in paraaife.”

How leapt the heart of the dying faint at thig
reviving imeflage | How eagerly did he now invite
and emvrace the angel of dcatn | How peacetully
diu be ziowe his longing eyes ; eyes longing to enter
on the beatific vifion ot his beft beloved ! The hap-
py moment come—the heavenly convoy ot glorious
angels, wuich had been waiting to guard him,
though hitherio concealed bebind the curtain of his
flcth, now thewed themifelves i In their arms em-
braced, the ravilhed foul tprings upward o her
heavenly home; and quickiy jouns her notes with
fLe celaaial choir in the anthems of ciernal joy l-w

T suarr make no refleCtion on this caje,==T¢
fpeaks tor itfelf. It uncovers the darkeft fide ot the
religious lite—and at the dark mcment too e
Compare it, even here, with the brighteft part of
the ungodly’s portion, and let right realon detes-
mine your choice,

X. Present deathis an objeft of defire to them
who have fecn God's falvation,—~——

It is acknowledged that good only, or what is
viewed as fuch, is properly defireable ; and that
death, confidered as the diffolution of the tye which
held tbe foul and body in their near connection, is
fo contrary to nature, that it cannot be looked on
as good 1n itfelt : And theretcre, when regarded
saked and alone, feparate from its confequences, is

met with a nagural reluétance, even by the far€lified
foul,
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foul. None ever defired, none ever loved death far
its own fake : And when we find dying patiencs
placing all their religion in a willingneis to die, and
their triends accounting that fufficient proot ot theie
peparation for it, we muft canclude that total igna-
rance of deach and ot religion too, is at the botiom
with them both. Were they acquainted with the
former, as it is, the plumes i their luppoled wiliinge
nels would {uun drop off ; and the antichriftian
righteautnels they thought to make up by it, (trip-
ped ot 1ts afguile, would appear in its daring de-
tormity, Ana did they kpow the real genius of
the latter, they could never fet up mere willingne(s
to die, as the teit ot finels for that important
change ; tor can none b tound ip whom this evi-
dently 15 a ftream, Howing down from an ioward
fountaio af impatici.ce unaer pain 3 fretfuinefs ag
croiles, and murmuring dilcuntent at the 1unning
of the line by which providence has meafured their
loc ? Nay, has not this willingnefs fometymes been
inflamed into defires fo eager, as to hurry on the
hardy wretch, with his own hands, to frike the tre-
mendous blow 3 to thirow back on the giver’s hand
the lighted boon of life ! and rufh, uncalied, into
the prefence of hi- Judge ? Death is no trieaa to
thefe, Far trom the abode of peace, his haud will
fix their guilty fouls forever |

Nor may we lop off from the lift of faints, every
one who looks on death with dread.——Cften this
dread arifes from weaknefs of faith and its attendant
graces—often from the ftrength and fenfible wor-

iings of fome inward luft—otten from negligence

.3 felf -examination, or certain other duties—and
otten from a natural timidity interwoven with the
conflitution——fometimes from melancholy, orbOtdbcr
- . budiv
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‘bodilydifeale,but generally from the hidingsof God's

~.,untenance, Yet whatever be the 1 ning, this fear
may be a medicine, And one thing we kouw, that
Chnft will deliver ‘many from deatl,’s Hitir, who by
its ica: have been in bmsda g€ to the Mt (a

Bur, thefe :.wiﬁakes apart, there are not wanting
-confiderations wiiich may- befpretented to the minds
of true chnitians, futiicient to n.ake death appear
truly defireatle 5 hbw many burders lie heavy on
“them, of wilich they écn hope for no other delive.
rance ? [ivery tlung in this-world s emipty, unta-
tistyine and eninaring,  Nothing here gives the
fou! that reft which almoft il things datly promife,
Keligion ajone alicids peace 5 butat s o impcr-
fect dur: ne this life, even o the befd, that its joys
are talied uﬂy by drops s and of thele how many are
the interruriions 5 and how manv bitters intermine
gled with them ? What confiiéts with tempraticn;
‘what' tirceooles with innate corruprions 3 what lor-
Fows wnd drltrefs ; wirat pains and darkrefs await
-the beiiever in  his pilgrimage, which turn his
path through the valley of Baca, ard nightly water
feme couch with tezr= ! Frem all thefe, death 1s the
grand delivirer.  And is it then marvellous that
‘tne weary ttaveller theuld fometimes caft a withtul
eye towards the Leloved home, where peaceiul redt
iovites him to s arms 2 Die when or fow Le will,
the true belicver cannot but find bhis ying to
be bis 2ain (4).  What though bis body mult be
Gepalited 1o clay 2 1 hat clay {hall be to it a bed of
raty a bed perfumed and (weet as a bed of roles,
ever fice it was the pilace wheie the Lord lay :—

Its

(¢) Heb, ii. 15. (F) PLiL i, an.
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Its darknefs (hall not frighe 5 its {olitude fhall but
promote the loundnels of the f{leep :—A fleep as
fweet and as refrefhing asit is found 3 to which ten
thoufand ages will be but as an hour :—Nor fhall
the labors ot fifter wormus difiurb this foft repofe,
Jetus fhall wacch the tavorite dull, a grain of it (hall
not be lult :—Ic fhall wake more freth than the
morning flower, more durable than pillars of mare
ble, and more gloricus than yonder {un in his me-

ridian pride (¢). 5

What then is in the change which death thall
work, which can be undefirable to a holy foul ?—
It comes buc to tranfport it trom a vale of teais to
the mount of joy 3 from an howling wildernefs to
an heavenly paradife; from fears to endlefs fecu-
rity ; from toil to reft ; trom Egypt to Canaan ¢
from Sodom to Sion ; from mifery to glory ; from .
earth to the heaveanly Jerufalem ; from the converfe
ot inning mortals to ths fpirits of juft men made
pertedt, to an inoumerable company of angels, to -
Cod the judge of aily and to Jelus the mediatcr ot
the new covenant, O the gloricus exchange |-
Mechinks the very idea of pufiing, in a moment,
beyond the reach of Satan’s devices, this world’s .
fnares, and fi.)’s inbering taint, to hchne!s and blifs .
equal to our highell capacity 5 ro a flate, in which
we thall ferve God perteét y, praiie and henor him
etfcflually, and be fatisfied torever with his likenefs
and his love—might be fuffivicnt to induce the foul
to ftrecch its winzs in easer longings to depart lewe
Nar can the coldeft philofophy cenlfure the heavenly
pathos with which it breathes out what it is no
longer able to {upprels—Cone ! Lord Sefus ! come

guicé{y ! |
Nozr

(¢) 1. Core XV. 43, 44
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Nor are thefe afpirations a mere fiction of fancy!
A cloud of witnefles in real life, rife up and claim
them as theirown.  An infpired apoftle is fpokef-
man for them all (d). Thus did Job long, when
it was no lefs trial of his patience to wait uatil this
change fhuuld come, thanit was to bear His actumue
lated troubles. T'hus did Davi.’. heart pant atter the
full enjoyment of his God :=—Thus Peter looked on
the day when he fhould put off his tabernacle :—
This gras the language ot holy Pau', when breathing
after_ diffolution :—A:ad this the earneit ay of all
who had rcceived the firft fruits of the fpirit :—
Thefe thie groans df the whole new creation, who
have need ot pitience to incline them to wait tor the
manifeftation ot the fuhs of God. Nor is this che
experieice of prophets and apoftles and good old
Simeon only :=—=What elfe carried the hoft of mar-
tyrs through ? What elle prevailed with chem not
td accept offered deliverance, whean to be ftoned, to
be fawn afunder, to be devoured by wild bealls,
tottured by racks, or diffolved in flames, was the
other fide of the alternative ! And bleffed be God,
there are not wanting in the church, to this day, a
goodly number, who with Jacob, are waiting for
‘God's fdlvation ; and with Paul longing to be clo-
thed with cheir houfe trom heaven |

ThrsE defires however may not retufe the boun-
dary of refignation :—Chrift 1s not torgetful of his
fheep—nor is the Lord flack concerning his pro=
mife. The fafe arrival of every faint in glory is
neceffary to accomplith the fulnefs of Chrit. Their
tranfportation to his brfom, is theretore, the obje&t
of his defire. He longs for the happy day. Heaven

i9
-

(4) 1. Cora v, 1=b, Rom, viil. 32, 33«
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is as ready for them now as ever it will be—their
title to it is as good the firlt moment of theie
union to Chrift as it ever ¢ .n. Nothing hinders their
immediate entrancz on the pai’fuﬂxon of thuir
inheritance, but this—rthey are ot . cady—no de-
filement, no imperteltion can be o ﬂihed there—
both thefe impediments lie yet 1 kel way—there
are Canaanites yet in the land; they mult by a
courfe of fpiritual wartare, be driven out by litrle
and little fa)—the hcir of ¢lory muft be educated
to a fitnels for his dellined fphere, before he enter
onit. He maft grow up to manhood, to the n.ea-
fure of the (murc of a man in Chrxli (). He
couid not enjoy his heavenly patrimonv one m-
ment betore that which is perfed be come (¢) 3 and
one moment after that ae fhall not be kept our of
it.  His defires of diffolution then fhould be come
panions of lincere refiznation to his Father's will—
and, thus aﬂ"wiatcd they are the warrantable and
the natural lanzuaze of every funtided toul,

Gejrverion, Prarn foretimes finds believers

u rerdy and i the daik, wnd lurely cannot be defiies
at e theie calis,

AnNswrr, [From rhe moment of his firft uniting
to Chrifl by taith, every behever may be faid to be
hibitually prepared tor death i —Flaving the fpirit
ot God awelling in him, and the ng,hteoufnets of
God upon him as his robe. But to actual readinefs
there 1s required the prefent excreife of grace, and
fenfible evidence of peace with God.—I belieye
death rarely tnatches awav a real chriltian in a courfe
of backfiding, wiwout firlt rouzing him by .he

I midnighe

(¢) Deute viiv 220 (8) Eph. iv. 13, (o) 1.Cor. xiiis 168
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midnight crv, and making the warderer lcok again
towards his fathe:’s houle : Yet, thould 1t be othere
wife, though the {oul in atual readinefs alone cou'd
die with comioir, the nature of the covenart of
grace conftraics us to conclude that both will die
In Mcty (d). It is truc, the {ervant whom s
Lord fads flzepiag when he calls, may expect to
fiad a dark vadey in death—yct even thus, how
a:ifeveat his gloom from that o1 the ungodly ? Lo
the cone, the darknels increafes as he go=s, until ic
b:comes outer duiknels, without hope of day—bur
to the other, the dark valley is inverted ; death
holds out thc glhomy end of the lane on tlns fide
diffolution—all his darkaefs, terrors and conflicts
are over when the {aint comes to the article cf death,
And thea the ftroke is inftantaneous—we can never
{1y of dearh that now it is here.  No. Itisalways
fcen either coming—or palt—the laft moment the
foul was in the world of fenfe—the next moment
it wakes in that of tpirits—and not a moment is
left Sctween,

RerrzeTion 1. TaveuTr hy thefe conflidera.
tions to pity them who are enflaved all their lives
by the fears of dying, let us net forget to try our
own temper concerning thatimportant event @ If we
do indeed confider d("ath fomctinics as delireahle,
let us take care to examine the grounds on which -
thefe defires fland 5 and never lofe figlit of the great
difference between the true fortitude of the ripened
faint in clear views of eternity, and the fool-hardi.
nefs of a Brutus or a Cato, or other maddened fin-
ners, blindly ruthing on their fate.

REFLECTION 2,

(d) 2 Sam, xxiii, 5. Jfa. lv, iii,
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Rerrrerion 2, How unreafonahle the backe
wardnzls of {ome real chriflians to die T What pleas
can they offer to fupport it 7 Will not Goc fu“ta.n
my life while he has any ufe for it 2 When that is
over, what ufe have 1 for it more ? Coulld the pro-
loaging of it to the m~t diftant perind o? tune do

m: axy good 2 Do I plead for lonzer life that
r:y do pond (otw church of Gad ? Bue rr any fuch
good is doae, muil it not be ali of the Lord’s cwn
doing 2 And fhsll not all thae he defigneg be cers

tainly done ? He2 can be at no lis for. an inftru-
ment.—Tle cianging of his tools does not in the
leat embarrals his work., He can lay by one and
rilie up ancther without any damage, Could I ever
do any goad ualels he was pleafed to work by me? 4
And if I do none, fhall not my longer ftay in life
produce much evil ¢ Bat if 1 rcallv want to ferve
and glorify Gad to any purpole, it is beft to die ;—
for heaven 1s the only place where I can expelt to
anfwer that ead,

WisH I to live for the fake of wite and children ?
Alas ! it is to be feared that, in confulting their
welfare, we are often in danger of being found at
tempting to have them all in our hands ; to wreft
them ouat of the unerring hand of God. When we
hive doae our beft, why can nnt we leave the iffue
to him ; and reft eafy, though we fee it not with
our own eyes ? Were this the temper of our minds,
we may be fare God will convert the ftones of the
wall into bread, before he will fuffer them to perith
for want of it : The'r fettlement in the world de-
pends pot in the leait on our prefence 5 the unalter-
ahle decree of Jehovah is gone forth long ago, by
which all their circumitances are infallibly fettied,
Wiho can vacate his holy purpole ? Cannot he

éXccule
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‘execute it without me ? Why then fhould | ke
~ srxious to interiere ? Apd as to their bett u.tcccﬂ
hwc we not often reafon o fear that they are nic xc
i.)u-ed by cur defc@s than profited by our exan.-
ie 2—Children are not brought one hour fooner
into a fare ot grace for their parents being alive,
Our immoderate cares about their let may huare, but
cannot help them : And afeer all, Ged will catpete
- of them jult as he pleales, without fo niuch as once
coniulnng us on the matter. Let us then chearfully
commit them to the Lord, or we may doubt whe- -
ther we have fincerely commutcd our fouls to him ;
pone of thcle can excufe our anxieties for life—but
what if ] be ot fic to die ? If ever | am fined, God
sione muft do it. Thns he can with infinite eale—
in ficknefs as well as health—in one day as well as
@ne thoufand years ; there is no need of my living
long to give him time. tor this : And if I live ever fo
fong I can do nothing to help bim in it ; all things
are his ; all now ready ; he not only can but will fit
mwe for g E,lory, if he defign to receive me to it ; and
if not, the longeft life could neither give me a fitneis
foi it noratitie to it. § am theretorc ftripped of
every plea to juftity my refufs ing at any time to re-
fi2a (G bis fole Jecifion the i iemn queition—whe-
ther 1 aow fhall clole my eyes, or fee another day,

Rerviection 3. How blefled then the death of
the refigned chriftias | ‘1 his may irdeed be faid to
be depamng in peace. See him urder the preflure
¢f heavy affliction, calm and ferene within 3 rent
with pain, be ftards unmoved, as fome mighty rock
amidit the furrouncirg fur;es of the ocean; Le en-
dures the tem;c(‘ ai is fhill (s Ailn, v ciftrefies
% (fays the good nan, ate given noe out by \‘CI&I’)(
& and mealure ; not @ dro‘) Lo run OV, KUt 3 AR

Ql ‘“
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¢« tnn much, Why then fhould T complain f—e
¢ \Were it not right, God would not have done it ¢
¢ Nay, he wou'd be jult fliil it my afi:{tions were
“ innnitcly greater :—HKvery thing better than the
¢ Jowefl neil 1s better than I deferve at his hand,—
¢« [ am pertiadedt he will fupport me under ail Le
«“inflds; 1 am therefore quite ealy about the mea-
¢ fure ot my troubles :  Let him give me thiengia
“ tu bear, and thea lay on witat he wiil,

¢« Nor would [ have my dear friends fuppofe thi3

¢ calm arifes altogether trom fenfible enjoyment o
“ divine confolations :—On the 1everfe, I can affure
¢ them, thele ttreams run but low with me now
¢ However, comtorts are not my Chritt 3 heis my
¢« rock, and that 1s evor the fume :(—Often indeed,
¢« have [ Deen favored with fweet maniteflations,
¢ when, to my fhort light, lefs need of them appear-
¢ ¢d than at this junéture, But O let me not feek
““ to corre¢t infinite wifdom ! His ways are beft,
¢ and I fubmit. He has promifed never to forfake
*“ me—1I know he is faithful, I live not now by
¢ fenfe, but by faith. The written word is now my
“ ftrong hold—1I never found itsfail—it never will
¢ —inward teelings are indeed exceeding pleafant,
“ but for a long time I have not dared to truft
¢ them—1In my firft acquaintance with religion, I
“ was wont to live on frames, and by them to mea-
“ fure the grounds of my hope—but divine grace
¢ has, in due time, taught me to live upon Chrift
““ in.the word—this has fafely fteered me ‘through
¢t the daikeft feafons 3 and T can truft it till.——
¢ Salvation itfelt, and the comforts of it are two
¢ diltinét things—very little of the one may be
¢ perceived when the other is wholly mine. If my-
4 Redeemer’s care of my pleafure thould move him
to
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“topive me the fheddings a tread of b's love, it
““ would make my pafiige through this valley tar
“ lefs thorny @ Bue it he fees indelt Lke to hcmp-
“ plasted, and [ am beginring to live on my coms
“ forts rather than on s porien, righteouinels and

* grace, 1 thl blels him for the tendernels of
““ my fatety that maoles him witbdiaw thote fweots
“ oo my tatte, while he leaw5 ne his cwn waoird
¢ aoa rengti (O .H;—.fy ot Fadll not be over iolic-
“gous for comiernts n J\ath the cep which my
¢ Redeemer (th'l kel to rut irto my hand, thall
“ ] notdinnk i ? Lorg Jeius into thy haads 1 coime
“ mit my ipinie,”

XL Wiy decth comes +4 them who have feen
Ged's Lalvation it thall fully fausty all their withes,

By what has been alreacy offered, it appears that
this neflcnger comies in anlwer to Cluifl’s defire
and theirs. He comes on a great errand, and furely
1s equipprd with all that riighe contribute to his
doing it well, For tle fanétificd foul, comfort in
ahundonce is provided, purchafed, treafured up in
Chrniit, and promlfcd in the ward, to be given
when thie {ainc is prepared to receive it. The hour
IS DOW €O me, when the Holy Spirit has finithed the
work of wat preparution 3 nething 1emains to
Lincer its being piven fully, and death is fent to cut
open the way to the full cijevyment of it. We may
then be well affured tiat it can do the faint no
harm ; but rather will remove every bar that ob.
ft u”d Liis s Clouds and darknefs ﬂ(CbLﬁ‘l’C ki im,
tedr and forrow vanr h, in and tempration now luie
their held, and all poflibility of 'ummm, wGE 15
etemal’) tore-cloled,  The Holy Spinie having

changed and crawn them to receive Chrit by faith,
has
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has tal:ien vp bis reflidence in their hearts as a Spirit
of adention, and there has wrought their naturesine
to contermity to the moral perfettions of the divine 5
h.ts oivenr them indmaiions of heavenly blifs, defires
atter it, and earncits of the tull pofivifion ; and gra-
des!ly prepared them to enter on it,=——Chrift him-
fol¢ tas the key an'l power of death @ He is united
to the believer vitally, dwells in him by the Spirit,
will never leave him nor forfake him, and bhas gra-
cioufly promifed to come at lalt and receive him to
himlel€ (¢) ¢+ The full accomplithment of this pro-
mife, in its largefl fenfe, is relerved to the finaljudg-
ment, but it thall be made good at the hour of
death tco ; for at that hour the fouls of juft men
made perteét go to him on high,

In this however no perfonal vifits of Chrift’s hu-
man niture are to be looked for at the dying bed
ten thoufand faints in ten thoufand different parts of
the world may be fummoned to eternal reft at the
{ane moment of tithe ¢ The -human nature of the
Redeemer pollefleth no ubiquity 5 it can be prefent
but in one place at ence—tnat place is the higheft
heavens, Thence the Lord delcended when he
came to fave, thither he returned when that work
-~ was finithed 5 there (:all he ke retained until the
reftitntion of ail thin:s ot the fisal day ¢+ And then
he thall come down e {econd time.  Befides thefe
two, no other defcents of the humanity of our
Immanuel can be expelted on fcripture warrant,

BuT the text is true, the promife fure, and every
true difciple fhall find it fully verified in fadt,——w
What Chrilt does by the ufe of means is not lefs

, really

Te) Fobn xive 1meg.
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really his work than what he does imnediately in
perfon : Thus he truly dwelt in them by his Holy
Spirit—and thus he truly guarded them by the mi-
niftry of his holy angels thiough ali the changing
fcenes of lifc—and thus by the {pecial operations
of both, he Kindly comes and deals with them i
death.

Grace and light now brought to perfeQion by
the qpmt-—-bwo«hm'r intercepts the full fight of
the world of ipints but the partiticn wall of the
clay-tabernacle, in wiich the toul is encloled :—
From tlis pritoa Jelus, by the .m;ocl of death in the
att of-difloluticn, iets the a&ive ipuit free :—And
then, in a moment, fhe finds herdelt plunged into the
full blaz« of the Ipiritual world, with all its uncon-
ceived furrounding glories full in fight. Squadrons
of angels of Jipht, who had becen uh:d with plealure
to condc{ccnd to encamp around the faints, and
kindly care for all their concerms throvgh lite, now
gladly obey the orders ¢f their Lord to give atien-
dance at the claling {cene—to guara the bed—and
repel the thafts ot cluftering ficads (now cager ta
difturb the triumphs ot the alcending heir of clory ;
at fight of which they gnath thar testh with envy :
Here theretore Chiit ditpatches feir@ baras of
glotious fpirits to attend)—to take charge ot con-
voying thie releafed foul to his palice of blifs—
yea, to bear it on their wings, in tivmphal pomp
through the airy regicns, where im., roams— boaf-
ting himlclf in his ufurped utle of prince of the
power of air.

-

. But as Chrift is prieft forever, fo he it prophet
too :—As fuch he gu:des his faints by counfel while
they lives and as fuch, he conduéts them to

glory 3
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glory ; as fuch.he affords them his fervants and his
ftaff in cheir pailage through the gloomy vale.—
But left our Prophet’s lending his fervant and bis
ftaff thould not fatisty in this hour of trial, he comes
himfett—he gives the intelle@ual eye fuch a fenfe
of the prefence of his divinity, which filleth all
fpace, as pertells its transformation into his image § -
and as body is naturally penetrable by fpirit, the
incerpofiiion of material worlds can be no hindrance
to the foul from taking in at one glance, all the
fpace between the death bed and che Mediator’s
throne :—A 3ht of Immanuel’s perfoaal glory in
his exalted ftate can as eafily be given to the eye
of the difembodicd fpirit as to the bodlily eye of
Stephen while yet alive. That fight now allowed,
opens the heavenlv court, and thcds down thofe at-
tractive influences from the love and beauty of the
afcended Saviour, as now fulfils his ‘purpole of
drawiag his redeemed up to himfit—this divine
aztra“tina mounts the fuul on tigh, maves it on, die
refts tie hine of flizhr, and ferves as its wall of fire,
11 detend it from all the darts ot watching fiends
on its way—egven as tae ficry pillar once parted bee
vreen [f 22! and the Egyptians ia the midft of the
warers :—Moved by this energy divine, the Sera-
piic coavov daris along, joytully wattiny up the
earapiured Hirit, their endeared charge 3 mutually
entertaining and entertained,and hymning Jehovah's
prailes by the way :—Rapid as the folar ray, that
fhoots acrofs the henifphere in the ewinkling of an
eye, the retinue alcends patt all the ftarry workls to
the empyreal heavens, the city of the Lord, and feat
of the exalted Saviour’s throne, the centre of the
lura&ing force, e
 BuT on their arrival there, what tongue can
fpeak ? What thought can fathom, with what for-
. K malitiey



[ 74 ]

malities of endearment and honor—amidft what
heavenly lalutations—arnd what Loy congratula-
tions ut waiting myrias—they make their tivme
phal eatry into the palace not made with hands ? —
How do all tie goiden lyres flnike up more eleva-
te. Itrains on the joytul cvent, wiich adds a new
tewel to Iimmanuei’s crown 3 whiiil the new citizen
15 hosorably clcorted thiough every celetlial tirece,
until it is prefented 1o the enthroned Red:zemer,
aad by him emoraced and fet beto.e the Eternal
Father, as the sruic of the travail of Lis holy foul ¢
He wills it now the poli.ilion of its deitined man-
fiva ; to this the Father loviagly conlents—accepts
his chfcu favorite, aad [iniles to fee it crowned by
Jetas® nands :—2Anld then, what pure embraces,
what extafies of joy, whar eternal weizhts of glory
b:zin, whit HaLLELUALS refound through all the
palices on hegh ! But § turbzar—cye hath not feen,
nor ear heard, nor heart beea ever able to conceive
what foliows |

" RrrLecTiON., WrrLL may it be faid that 22~
ﬁd are the dead 1hat dic i tbe Lira ! \Who would
not welcomne fuch a death ? Coulid the ernpire of a
Caelar periuade us not 1o die ? Let weary pilarims
Jook in bere and ruoice 3 yea, ket the diftrefled
faint view this pei{peCtive, and biufh that he thould
fartle at the crots : Through what oceans of blood
or furnaces of fire, thould he not be content to pafs
to fuch an end ?

XII. Every inftance of fuch death is a frefh
evidence of the truth and reality of the chriftian re-
ligion. It is an appeal to reafon—from that judge
it demands an an{wer. Muft not that religion be
more than human which turns the heart tu a temper

fo
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fo concrary to its nature 2 Which makes it the feat
of virrues {o toreton toics tafte as thefe we havere-
view=d 2 Wit /5 than power divine could bear
up minds nierally the muit teehle among our race,
uqf‘,. a feries of crofles and afl.@lons, the fharneft
in kind that 920 is heir to, and cortinued withont
remifion throumn ewry (taire of Lfe 2 What eould
maike E::'n reconciied o th*n fufferings, and blels
the hand that lays them on @ What can (hed down
that hznr\nly peace in death ? Can give this blefled
tranquiliry within, even ia full ﬁf'lt of all that is
contained in dving and its eFe@®s ? What can fill
the foul with joys at the nearof prefpect of this,
furpaffing atl its former joys as far as the waters of
the ozean do the drop of the bucket 2 Muft not
that gold bztrue which abides this touch-ltone ?—
T he hour of death is honeft—varnifth fades here—
and now the maftk muit drop—this wor!d deceives
no mnore—notihing but reality can fand the teft at
this c:ifis :—Can all the powers of philofophy fur-
nith an inftance of that triumph, which in the expi-
ring faint has olten raifed patience to pleafure, plea-
fre to delight, and delight to rapture ; to extafy of
Joy unfpeakable and full of glory ? The philofopher
thud Jcrs to take his leap in the dark—the hero can
brave death becaufe ignorant of its nature, or buoy-
el up by the madnels of inhuman paliion :—But
the chriftian fees clearly all the import of the errand
on which this univerfal conqueror approaches ; ka
beholds him drawing near ; unappalled he looks hlm
in the faf‘e, and opens his breaft to the levelled ar-
row ; exulting in the confcioufnefs ot afure intereft

in immortal glories thea waiting to be actually
en;syd.
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Bruorp a timid mother® ftretched on the deatkly
bed, with a weeping flice of litdle fathelels depen-
dents flanding round 5 her friends aflembled waiting
the moment when tmy fhould be called to clefe her
eyes ; her bady funk under the tuperior force of the
Jat enemy, but her mind ftrong with imnacraality
all its own ; her fenfes wide awake, her fpeech arni-
culate, and her reafon found as ever ¢ Terribie in-
dced are the ravages death is making through all
her mortal frame, Lut net cioe ¢.mplaint 1 heard
droppinz fromn her lips 5 no murnsur 15 whiirered,
no figh ot difcontenr, complacency in all that her
Lord has done fimles on her countenance, and the
Faptures of her feul breek foith in his tugh praifes ;
anticipatinz the work and juys above, Defore fhe
lands on Joidan’s yunder fide :—*¢ Felp me, O my
¢ chrifttan friends, to blefs the Lord for my afflic.
‘¢ tions : Once 1 t‘mu«r’xt them as myfterious as |
¢ felt them (harp, but now [ fe= theirerd; I could

“ not bave done without them ; j«:hovah’s ways
“ arericht. O blefl=d be kis name tor that tranf-
L {3

porting hour when I firft fcle the drawings of his
¢ love, and called falvation mine! O the heights !
¢ O the depths of love divine! Why has it marked
¢ gut for tts ghject—rne—the vilifit—nic—the moft
¢ ppworthy of the huimain race, whillt thoulands
€ {tind without of far morz weeth, and far lefs
“cwmlithan 1 7 Oitis r.mi';:'tukw.ble—-—!mw (hall 1
¢ praife thee O immaculare Kecdecmer ! |iong to
“¢ appear before thee, that I may gaze on the fweft
¢ effulg-nce ot thy glory, tace to tace |—Farewell
«¢ {weet ordinances, and thou delightiul table, where
¢ | have oiten feen it through the lattice, 1 go

¢ where

& This and the tws freceeding cafis were omitted in the delie
very for want of time,




[ 77 1

¢ vhere no plals is needed. O the lultre of my
¢ Immanuel’s beavty, which I already fee ; thefe
¢ cyes fhall rove with wonder and delight over
“ thofe matchlefs charms for endlels millions of
¢ extatic years. O conquering lover | rend this vail
“ of mortaiity 3 why tarry thy chariot wheels ¢ My
““ {oul is fick ot love—come L.ord Jelus, come
“ quickly 5 I long to mingle with yondes radiant
¢« chotr, and rival their higheft notes with higher
‘¢ praife for higher debts ‘than theirs, Ye tardy
« mements Ay, and let me po, and caft my crown
«¢ at the feet of the Lamb ! For he is worthy ! Por
¢ he was {lain and has redeemed me by his blood.
« [is love draws ftrong ; it conftrains me to wifh
« the cordian knot was cut, that my longing foub
¢ msgh:. take wing and reach my refting place in
¢ the bofom of my Lord ¢ My heart 1s goue over
¢ Jordan, and why do I tarry behind it ?—O blefs
« the Lord all ye faints around the threne tor his
¢ [alvation, his precious falvation ;—but now he is
¢« come ! Welcome ye heavenly meflengers, 1 wilk
¢¢ bear you compa.ny with all my heart ; my earthly
¢ friends adien ! My children, Lord, I now be-
<« queath to thee. I afk no portien for them but
< thy favor 3 tor all :s thine, and thou art mine,

¢ mine for evermore.”

Anp thus the feli afleep ; let infidelity comment
cn her cale.

But the length to which this copious theme has
already drawn out our meditations on it, forbids my.
making any refletions here ; and calls me to a
naule, It will not fuffer me, however, to clofe the
jubje@, until it recall to the minds of this affembly,
he holy life, the peaceful and trivinphant death that
agcalioned our treating or ‘r at this time ;—the life

and
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and death of Mrs. Phebe Lane, the eldeft davghter
of the Reverend Jonataan Parfons, the lare pious
and faithtul paftor of this church, of which fhe was
a lifter and an ornament.

SensisLE how far any tinQures ot flattery are
unircoming this facred defk, 1 am kappy in bav-
ing a [ul)cct to handie now that ftands in no need
ot it. The beloved fifler whom we this day de-
plote, I may venture, with the greateft freedem,
to fve betore you as an example and demonfiration
¢t the truth—the power and happinels of that rdli-
gion wiich | have been confidering in this diicoure,
To pretend to virtues we ourfelves pofiels not, is
pride heightened and aggravated by bypocrify—To
cclebrate others, whether dead or living, for qua-
Jities to which we know they had no juft claim, is
the wickednefs of infircerity, bafely truckling under
the parb of Chiilt’s free-bern fubjeéls, to be bealts
of burden for the tyrant of darknefs. But not to
acknowledge peculiar gifts of heaven is the cppofite
extreme-—it is ingratitude to be punifhed by the
Judge.

Ture wvulgar clamor againft Funeral Sermons T
confider with regret—but hope to learn from it tc
procecd in my prefent attempt with difhdence and
caution, Moft fincerely do I wifh this tatk had
falicn to the lot of fome abler hand But her re-
ligious connexioas with this church, and her natu-
ral reiation to a refpectable part of this aflembly,
removed all fhadow of propriety thzt would other-
wile have appeared in my refifting the importunity
of the bereaved circle It was my privilege to
be favered with a long acquaintance with the decea-
fed: [t was my happine!s too: for threugh the

| wholg
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whole term of its continuance fhe improved and
augmeated that elteery of her worth, which, at its
bcgmmqg had fet her-in my eycs above thu gone-
rality ot her age and fex.

I feel no temptation to treat her name with par-
t.ahty ; and I am happy in the redection that this
audience, in general, trom their own knowled ue of
her charaéter, can atteft the truths I have to tcll
and add many fupplements where tmy relation t;uls.

Born of a pious, heavenly pair, whom I cannot
mention on this occaflion, without caufing the
wound felt in the lofs of them by you and the
church militant in general, to fmart and bleed
atrefh, in your hearts and my own T'he Reve-
rend JonaTHaN Parsons! the late dear and ve-
nerable Paltor of this Church-——20d Mrs. PuzBE
Parsons——But I forbear———Ancefltry was never
the boult of our departed fifter, ho vever ftrong her
ground torit: Yot it was no fmall advantage ; as
it fecured her the privilege of a religious cducanon
—a privilege which all fhiould hmhlv prize She
was cndowed by the God of nature with mental
capacities much above the level. A clearnefs of
percepticn and readinefs of wit; a folidity of judg-
ment, and a itrength of uaderitundiog 3 an abilicy
to do the work of deliheration, and dilcern the
force of ar gument, were foon difcovered in her by
her friends, in a mealure far above her years
———Thefe were talents not left to roflt and
perifh in negle@t—fhe had an early thirft for know-
ledge, and was very afliduous in its purfuit : And

thus her powers were quickly ripened, by a flore of
improvements in all which is ufeful for a female

ninds |
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To this the early added thefe amiable qualities
which naturaily adorn the iex, and which endeared
her to her acquaintance,  She pollidt that focial
franknefs which is the dew on friendhip’s root ;
but tempered with that modeft referve which affords
a (helter to its bianches again(t the beams ot burnin
dog-ttar heat : The law of kindocls dwelt on hier
lips ; affubility and condcfeenfion to all arcund Lier,
in every fphere, gave a ncw magnetiliy to ey ctiier
qualiiies.

A rrivcrrrep artipathy toincelence and favn-
tering On the oac haod, and to wdle, though faflicn-
nowe diveriions, o tie e, led Lo mildly along
the lie of tober viriue cqua‘aly removed {rom the
paths of tempration to what is wieng, and of often
tation of wiac is right, Smncerity ditdamning a dif-
guile, and tiuth without a maik, were charatteri-
tic of ner.  L'he envenomed vuice of flander was
binithed trom her ear with a generous indigration,
whicn did honer to her fex t With a magnantiniy
as rare as the zeal chat fnfpired 1t was dit terelted,
fhe tood ever ready to oiier ber {hield tor the do-
tence of traduced tanoceace ¢ Her friendfbips vere
founded on vircue, and they flood fait and unlia-
ken, whatever chianges of fortune intervgncd.

Butr her benevolence was univerfal :——The
greatelt happinefs of the whole world was her
mark 3 and no occafion was negieted to thew how
honeftly fhe aimed atit: Her fympathy with diftrefs
was not a well thut up, nor fountain fealed ; its
fireams flowed inceflant while any channel opened 1o
convey them : Witnefs the tender affiduities with
which fhe oft attended the helplefs patient in a dif«
eale, whofe infectious nature (hut her out of fociek:.}i.

wing
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while the came near the bed : Witnefs the various
labors of her indufirious hand, which otten made
the mourning widow’s heart to fing for joy. Her
fortitude was proot to diftrefs, and immovable her
perfeverance i1n the way fhe faw to be right : Her lite
uaitained by any biemifh, became at once the pat-
tern of the youth, aud the companion, triend and
delight of old aze.

BuT (he wis a finner ; and from her early years
the Spirit of God was foliowing her with conviétions
of it 3 convictions which fometimes rofe to all the
heizhts and produced all the effects meationed in the
feveath propofition of this fubje€l. Thele however
fh: tound all 1nfuificicnt, untn about fixteen years
agd, lovercign grace embloyed its omripotence,
completed the conqueit ot her heart, and ranked
her amhazd the trophics of redeeming love @ Her
converfion was rational, fcriptural, and clear in all
1y fteps 3 an ! her relanon or i was {weet and re-
trehivs, Mgy of you, who were prelent when it
W.s 111 0t e this eorch, at the tunse of her recep-
tion ntu its comiplete teliowthip, can, 1 truft, re-
memaze the conreats 3 what were her views of {in
and oi her 1ot =it ite 5 what her earnelt ciies for a
fizhe of Gad’s falvation—what (ipht the at laft
03t ned of thote uojects 1o tar beyond the ken of
bu v eves—waal diichveries of God’s natuce, arnd
liw— >t tie piaa ot redemption and toe charaéier
of hin wao wrousho it—what truth and realiry,
wildat tranicendent neauty and glory fhe luw in thefe
things, and wnat the efiects produced in her by the
fisht, fhe folemnly told you; and fome ot yau I
hope will never torger,

‘From that time (he began a new life—amiable
in the eyes of mortals were her  quaiities before,

L but
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but row her virtues were fpititual and refined—
jove to Gud was their principle, and fath in his
beloved Scn their root.  While they all aimed at
obtaining the moft finihed conformity to Jefus as
their pattern, and promoting to the highclt the
glory of Jehovah as their end.

Tux {pititual wartare was no fooner commenrced
than a fpiritdal watch the tound muft be kept up 3
Habitually atteative to her walk, fhe was frequent
in folemn examinations of ker heart. The walls
of her chambery and the ftars of night can witnefs,
how often the has {pent the filent hour in fervent
wreftiins wich the hearer of prayer, for heifelf, her
friends, the church and world ; and with whac ar-
dor the throne of grace has Leen beficged, on fome
of thef: occoflions—tar fome precious louls now pre-
fent before Gied 3 for whom thele pravers of faith
are yct on file, and will, we trult, prevail to draw
down chofen bleflings on their heads, atter the lips
that vutersd thum are fileatin the clay,

Her repeated resow:'s of covenant with the
Lord—ihe lieavenly cop.tores that diicd her foul on
fuch occalizns—with the varnirus evidences ot her
fweet comniunion with her God, ‘as the God of
peace-—tooether with the exercifes ot her heart in
darker featoas of deiertion and forrow—thefe, all
thele, hor humniiity ftudicully concealed trom human
eyes ; but they {tand now recorded in her diary, in
which, from her converfion, fhe carefully noted the
things that molt conce:ned her, from time to time
as they arofe,

Bur it could not be a fecret here, how conftant
fhe was in attending the word and ordinances of
God in all fcafons ; and how otten the triumphed

in
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them as they that divide the fpoil :—Her intimate
fricads have not besn uainformed how greatly fhe
delighted in Gad's falvation 3 how {weet fhe found
that peace which it affords : But her acquaintance
in general, weil knew how unfhaken was her adhe-
tence to its diftinguifhed doctrines.

O~ thing more I cannot but remark ; in which
fhe was as {ingular as fhe was excellent in otiiers—
I mean that noble courage, which made her ftand
forth, in all the bloom and vivacity of youth, an
avowed advocate for religion ; in times, when con-
tempt of it was the epidemic difeafe of her coevals,
and deemed a neceffary ingredient in politenefs and
good manners :—Undaunted by the fneer of pro-
fane wit, the greatly dared to be fingular in this re-
fpe@t. Bluthing, yea fighing in fecret for the follies
of the age, fhe was not alhamed to own herfelf a
follower of the defpifed Redeemer ; and chearfully
chofe to take part of the chain of his periecuted
friends—of this, plenty of inftances are not want-
ing frefh in the remembrance ot many friends in
this affembly—one fpecimen of it was fubjected to
the public eye every Lord’s day, while the publicly
led in the praifes of her God, and became the parent
and patronefs of a female choir, which is ftill the
ornament cf this affembly, at a time when it was
deemed fo great a trial for a woman to let her voice
be heard in the fongs of Zion,

IT pleafed Providence fometime ago to order her

removal to the metropolis cf the Common-wealth 3

but amidit all the trials of her new fphere, (he
dropped not her virtues—chey began to fhine out
in her new fituation, and had already attracted the
elfteem of a refpeftable acquaintance 5 whofe tears
are now mingling with ours, in lamenting the ftroke
that fnatched her from their figi,

OO - ot ot v ¢ s g
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A stroxzx, however fudden and furprizing to us,
which was pot unluoked for by herfelt :—For fome
~ months before, (he feems to have had fome praro-
piions of her approaching departure 3 and tor a
tithe, fhe went mourning the ablence ot the com-
furter, as one that walked in darkrels and had ro
Jight 3 though fil} fhe ftaid hericlt on the God of
her falvatiorn :—But this was the lait opportunity
for the adverfary. The Sun ot Righteoufnefs
foon arole The clouds were difperted betore
“his chearing beams, Her eyes got a fight, a
ravithing fizht ot God’s lalvatien; 1n which fhe
could fing with Simeon in the text—her diffi-
culties were removed—nher doubts fettled—fhe faw
him whom her foul loved—{fhe knew in whom fhe
had believed—fhe titumphed in his precious name
—poflefling that peace, in its tulleft fenfe, which we
have been confidering; w'th hopes big with imn.or-
tality—yea, with joye unfpeakable and tull ot gio-
1y, fhe waited tor the coming of her heavenly bride-
groom—and, with all fails fpread, fhe embraced
the happy gale that foon watted her away beyond

cur fight, and {weetly conveyed her to the celeltial
fhure, | |

THoucu the confli& in her body was great for a
time, all was calmnefs and ferenity within .—Her
views clear as the mendian ray—and perfectly ap-
prized of her fitnation, ¢ fhe {miled at cdearh’s
drawn dagger, and defied its point ”~—fhe felt no

~ fling in dying, bur fometimes would erquire it this

was death ¢ the peace ot God, that paflcth undera
ftanding fotrened her dving pillow—this {weetened
the pangs of ditrupting nature, and turned the
grim vifage of the griflv tyrant to an angel’s face.
It was but a litde betore her fuultock wing, a?}:t

e
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fhe declared to a near fiiend ** that for three weeks
palt fhe had enjoyed fuch manifc(iations of the
glory of God—I{uch attcftations of her interefl in
his love, as were almoft too much for her thattered
frame to bear up under.” And {carce a minute
before her departure, the teflitied that thele un-
{peakable favors were flill kindly continuec: and,
having taken a moft affe€tionate and folemn leave of
the weeping friends, and faithfully charged all of
them not to weep tor her but for thcmlciv:‘-—-but
never to reft until they had tound Chril—or having
fourd, never to ceafe to foilow him—whole fervice
was fweet by the way, and who now at the end

was beftowing on her joys which the world could
neither give nor take from her, one moment of
which fhe would not exchange for all that ten
thoufand worlds could romam-—-whole bleffed face
fhe lunged rto fee unveiled—and on the fight and
enjoyment of whofe charms, the expected immedi-
ately to begin the entertainments ot an eternal day !
And thus fhe did depart in peace ! and flept in the
arms of everlatting love !

—¢¢ SorTLY her fainting head fhe lay
Upon her Saviour’s breaft

Her Jetus kils’d her foul away,
And laid her flefh to reft.”

Sensisie I am fhe was not without her imper-
fe@ions until then; but none was fo fenfible of

them as herfelf—for them fhe lamented more than -

for a firlt-born—for them fhe longed to be difiolv-

¢d—and her Lord, by granting her defire, has made
her perfect at the laft,

. WHAT now remains for us, is to obferve and
ampiove this glortus fact. And is there an infi-
del

!
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del in this affembly ? Is there a blinded wretch
within thefe walls, whc has been wont to conlider
chriftianity as a table, and to laugh at vital godli-
nels as chimerical ! 1 cannot with him to wait until
he is fammoned to the dread tibunal of cur enthro-
red Redeemer :—No | I beg leave to invite him
to pay a candid vifit to the death bed of cur friend—
to examine every circum@ ancc.-—wugn every ex-
orefii:n there—and sy, muft not that be a divine
relig:on indeed, that can afford this magnanimous
triumph over the king of terrors ?”—What can the
gay fiatter ot the exalted fpheres of life afford that
wiil tiand this teft fee W hat can the riches or ho-
nors of this world produce, that will abide the trial
of this fuinace ?—Alas ! milerable comtorters are
they ail ! The moft flattering amongft them now
malkes itlelf wings and flies away :=—QO that men
would koow that they are men !=———QO that they
would put off the brute, and awake to confcience
and to reafon :—1 hen weuld the {wects ot their
infidelity be fcund to be but the apples of Sodom ;
then would religion rife to its pative dignity ; and
the higheit dignity of man be owned to rife from
the pofieffion of it :—However we leave them with
this memento, that this death-bed le€ure will nog
fail to leave them converted or condemned,

But I cannot perfuade myfelf to drop the fub-
je& withcut addrefiing a word from it to the be-
reaved mourners prmem and efpecially to you—
Dear Sir, whofe anpuifh and whofe lofs gives you
jultclaim to the chict rank in the diftrefled train: my
very heart bleeds with and for you :—1It was indeed
no commen blefling heaven referved for you, when
he chofe you for the partner of a perfon fo dear to
hunfelf ; nor was yeu poflelt of a ccmmon p;m-

ege
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lege in {0 near and intimate a friendfhip with her in
the laft ftage of ber ripening tor glory.  But alas !
all enjoymcnts here are fugitive 3 and the deareft
often found moft feeting : Pearls and jewels
of the choiceft kind, are lwept down the ftream as
faft as dirt and drols. Precious was the talent com-
mitted into your hands; and we wonder not at the
throbbings of the bofom from which it has been

wrung. “He mutt be lefs or more than man who
would not feel this ftroke.

You will however not forget who has done it.—
The hand that fmote you never erred. -—R:ohthuf-
nefs and judgment are the habitation of hlﬁ throrte.
At fight of this, you will lay your hand ugin'yo
mouth and be ftill : Sudden as the afflittion came
at lalt, you was not unwarned. Methinks the re-
peated vifirations that fnatched the dear pledges of
your love from the womb to the grave were meant
as fore-runners to pave the way for this 3 to wean
you from the deorcft things in time, and to prepare
you for the prefent blow : At lealt you cannot
doubt but that you enjoyed your dear departed

friend every moment that heaven defigned her for
you.

SHE was not taken from hence until her race
was fully run, and the lalt fand in her glafs was
tallen. We doubt not the is taken away trom evil
to come. What though no evil was in fight to us ?
God fecth not as man feeth,  Who can tell whae
temptation might have befet her in ten, in feven, in
one fingle year’ from which fhe might have re-
gretted that fhe was not hidden in a grave? Thae
you loved her we all know----- And could you love
ber, and not with her happy 2 And could fhe be

compleatly
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.compleatly happy, and not die ? She is gone to her
gain, Be not then {wallowed up of furrow 3 but
rather blels God for what he has dene for her: and
then rife up and tollow her wherein fhe followed
Chrift; and if you do, 1 may venwure to affure
you, that the fepzration which death has made be-
tween you will oe but fhort.  You fhall meet again
—-fhall fee fice to tace, and join hand in hand i

the triumphs on high, where God will wipe away
ail tears rcom your eyes,

LeT me in the next place, take liberty to fct
thig affe&ting pi&ture before the brethren and iters
of the dGCCdfc'J :—You have, my hooored friends,
keenly felt the point ot t=is tatal dart 5 you diik

cep!y of the cup ot torrow, which providerce has
put into your bereaved brother’s hand 5 be pleated

alfo to take (hace 1u the friendly counld now ad-
drefled to him,

MeTuings T hear it ecchoed from yorder fark
abode ! thetomb accolis you ! Teis the wellkoown
voice that calis th you—once more '—Cice mione,
covid thefe cold aund litclels lips addiets vou, lue
would urge this theme with double earncltieis 1—
She would eaforce my argument with eneryy be-
yoad my itne—the would weil you ** it is ail 1caiity 3
““ nothing but reiigion can bear up thrcugh uearh,
¢ and triumph over the grave : Halle, my dear
¢ friends 5 come up hithery, and with me, fee the
“ face, and {it down wirh me at the marnage fup-

¢ per of the Lamb. O let me not fec any of you

¢ among his wretched foes at the great day! Rile

¢ above that world that is made to be burat up :-

¢ Set your hearts cn high 3 make religion your bu-

¢ finefs 3 then fretch your wings in hafte : Here
remaineth
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¢ remaineth a reft palt defcription ; here are wais
“ ting for overcomiag faints, crowns and robes and
“ joys which eye has not feen, nor ear heard.”

Wuen T ca my eye upon the pew where once
fhe fat, and rivalled Seraph’s fongs 5 it bids me re-
hearie the farewell admonition of the deceafed im«
portant member of the choir.

“ OrTeN, my deir companions in the facred
wo'k, oftzn have I delizhted to mix my notes with
youss balow; how his my heart rejoiced to meet
and join your (traias! now I am withdrawn fromn
vou: But [ am not weary of the work ;5 I never
fhall 3 I have only joined another choir : My love
to you is aot abited by the change—I come now to
iavite my fellow fonzters to meet and help me
here,

O Tt anthems, the tranfporting hallelujahs, that
riny thiou zh ail the heavealy arches ! Worchy is
te L2 that was {liin to receive them all. Praife
hin ye faints below with hzart and vaice. C never
l.t me hear one of chofe iweet voices howling in
defpsir for ever, with which 1 often ufed to join in
ftrains of joy! Never let me hear them curfing God
hereifier, that fo fweetly helped me to blefs him
h:ietotore,” -

Axp lst nat the church of Cirilt here think
thznlelves uatouched. Loud is the voice with
whica heaven calls to you—breaches of this fort
you can but f:ldom mzet—let it not pals unnoti-
ccd : —Let us remember the time of life is thort—
it behoves us to let go the eager grafp of creatures
delights—to be weaned from chis world and all it
gives—and fee to ig that l\‘/’i’e live daily in the \rif:wsf

| 0



{903

of God’s falvation. Degicate our whole felves to
the Lord—Seek for growth in every grace, and be
earnelt for a&ual Treadinefs to dqpam m peace
whenever the Mafter ggus._.._. .

I Look around me —to fee, if any heavenpbom
female will rile up amongft us, to pick up..the
falling mantle. of the dear deceafed ; and 6l her
phcc,‘nowe]ﬂpty in the church below Where

is'she Lord God of falvation ? A:: that fhe had was
hm ift—=the.refidue of the Spitic:is with him.—-
Let us look to him then that.can raife us up ano-

ther Pr£BE, Who, by following her ﬁcps, fhall rife
and call her bleITed._-_.
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