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And it came to pals that when all our Enemies
beard thereof, and all the Heathen that were
round about us faw thefe things, that they were
sauch caft down in their own eyes 5 for they per-
cerved that this Work was wrought of our God.

T a time when the trial of the com<
munity feems brought to the cri-
s1s, when hopes and tears alternate-
ly {well every bofom which can feel

tor the greatelt interefts of mankind, it gives
me pleafure to fee the Rulers of this State the
Jirlt to ftep torth and invite their conftituents, by
the folemnities of this day, to repeat their ap-
peal to the all-gracious Being who hath ever
patronized the caule of virtue ; who ftill conti-
nues the juft Arbirer of all events, and bolds
the ballance of univerfal empire in his hands.
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It is a mournful evidence of grofs depravity
bt heare, when religious {ervices of this nature
lofe their folemnity by becoming ordinary and
familiar :  and 1t is a fact wiich no words or
tears can {ufficiently lament, nor any man ac-
quainteq with the public maaners can deny, that
our public falts, 1o frequently répeated finte out
prelent calamitics beian, are followed with fo
hale which has the fhew of rerormation, that i
is no fuperftition to indulze a fear that they are
not the faflts that the cord has cholen; but
throush trequeacy degeserated 1ato an unmean-
ing formality: this [ confider as one of the
moft gloomy fymproms of the times ; and
thould it be fownd continbing without abatement
afici this day, there is reafon to dread that, how-
ever pions the delign of the appolntment, cur
piefence of obferving ir, without meaning «ny
reformation in thole things thiat have drawn
down and (Wll continee the ftrokes of beaven
upon us, will be charged aga'nfl us as a repen-
ticn ot a deliberat: mockery of the Starcher of
ail heavts. o -

I hove ever tacught it e~ediznt, on occali-
ons of this kind, to accommndare the {ervices
of the day to the jpecial mrtent of s appoioy.
ment ; but tae Proclametion which now calls
us togeth=f has pot held UL Y View any pard-
cular puipcle as rore ¢foecially intended ; it
fer ms rather deflncd to favite us to turn af le,
and rroouily refledt on the hituation of our pu-
lic allalis, confidered iaa complex and exicas
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five hb‘xt s and it is in compliance with this de-
lign that choice has been made of the words
now read as the m-tro fer a few oblervations,
in which all attention to method fhall be ﬂudi”-
oufly waved, and the thoughts which the prefent
hl'rr} ot my circumliznces hiave allowed f(hall
be ireely laid before you, in a ferics of Prop:fi-
tions 3 requefting only that they may be receiv-
ed with the ‘fame friendiy “difpolition for the
public weal with which they are naw oTered as
a mite, to the abundance which ctheis we con-
tibuting te the faving this diltreiied counuy
frem impending rain.
- Tae ttrtizghs of anopprefled peopic for re-
cc.vu.-\‘_ the civil and r::}':z,u,us privileges by
waich God ..46 diftinguillizd then from all t
vt of the vvorld—-ibe nianner in which their ¢
lm ts were carculled -the oppofitions they met---
dnd the fuctefs wh'ch crowned titeir vi tuous
labois are e ful;<& matter of the whole of
that book hicar whetice the texe is taken—the
Icope of the infpired auihor appears to be the
fcving up a lzdivg menument of one of the
molt rema: \1 sie duods o Provideace in favor
ct the <l ucch of ¢!d, whichi fhou'd be to the
pratic ot tire Gad ci iiraei i all fucceeding ages,
Tais, lLke 3!l O:Lh-*r parts of facred foripiure,
was writien for ou- irrrieng 'md. if not per-
“verned By our owr mu', u i be frcf.alefor
datiiine, foir s proaf, for cori: t.-.*.', for dnstraSiion
i3 u_J'-..: ‘nc f=rhucing e overit wa a
Vac k0 e Lesicds of G fl'; I was fuuee
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with the fimilarity between the cafe of the Jew-
i(h church, as it relates it, and that of confede-
rated America at this time, and could not fors
bear the mention of it to you on the prefent
oecalion.

YT, as the ftory of the grand emancipation
of the church ot God cannot be tully learnt
without joining the accounts of this author to
thole of the other tacred writers that have trea-
ted on the fubjelt, aad efpecially to the tranlac-
tivns related by Ezra, I fhail therefore, in the
fequel, tak- the liberty ot referring you to the
author laft mentioned, and to the writer of this
bozl promilcunuily, and confider the text as the
conduﬁon to which we are painted in the whole,

PROPOSITION 1. All men are by na-
ture alike—the faculties, powers, and paffions
or each fubftantialiy the {amne: to_the full ex-
ercife of thele, and to the enjoyments thence re-
fuiting they are equally cntided,

SuctaLiTy is elffential to the Luman frame
—~-abloiute {olitude is abliorred by every princi-
ple in it.  Fehoity s 1mproud by comimunica-
tion—and hence from a delire of imparding the
pleature he feels, as well ac of fhoiing i the
hanpiaefs of others, man is prowmpied to feel
fociety with man.  To this he is urped alfo by
a fenfe of the dangers to which his dearctt en-
joymencs are expoled from the lutts of Lis tel-
lows—cqually with him{elr fusle into a deprr-
vity shat regards no difference rtwern 1 st and
wreng @ azaiit the entionclionents of teir ans
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petites his ingle arm he finds to be too feeble a
defence : and hence from a new neceffity he is
ftimulated to feek the protection of others :

Tuese principles in like manner operating
on the human race in common, eally introduce

a focial compa&t among them ; and thus God
cements mankind into fociery for their greater
good ; while each, confenting to {fubmit his ex-
ercife of the feveral powers with which he is vef-
ted to the cognizance of the whole body, agrees
to deny himfelf fuch gratifications as arc deemed
incompatible with rne felicity of the reft, though
confcious that his perfonal ability is fufficient fe-
paratcly to obtain them :

This mav be confidered as a refignation of
certain rights poffeflcd by each in their ftate of
nature, yet as it is equally the act of every
member, their entrance into {ociety is on the
footing of perfect equality—and the {urren.
der being freely made for the fecurity of rights
eltcerned more valuable, no member can be a
ioler by the compaét the perfonal privileges
refgned being heid by the fociety in truft, may
ftill be faid to be virtually enjoyed by the orizi-
ral noskﬂor

Besioes thefe no other rights may be wreft-
ed from men by [ociety—the powers vefted in
its officers are delegated to them as fervants of
the body, and meant only to fecure, to exercife,
and improve thefe to the benefit of the owners,

No man in a ftate of nature has a right to
¢o wrong—therefore he can lodge no fuch right
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in the-hands of focicty—nor can the bady pro
te¢t “any "member In a claim of this fort: no
man in either ftate may vlurp the rights of ana-
ther which that ¢ther hath not freely conceded,
por any tor which, upon conceflien, he has not
received -full comperfation @ ne man can con-
cede the righes necefliry to his being—or bring
a rnoral aarer‘t—-——a fub) & of moral g,uvernmfnt,
of reward and ps.,xﬂlrmnt—-th“ rights of pri-
vate judoment and of conlcience are therciore
as unalienable as the facu'ty of intelliger.ce, and
the right of accuiring and enjaying property can
no mere be bartered away than the natvial
ftrength or genius that. acquires it, or the natu-
ral hife which is maintained by the acquifiron,
partiy becaule th\, trarsicr cannot take place,
though both parties fLould confent 5 as no man
can add to the litz or faculties of another by re--
figning to him his own 3 and yartly becaufe, if
it could, no equivalent could be repaid in lieu
of the conceffion,

Inprip, when any incividual poes on 10
abufe the rigiits he erjoys to the deftru@ion of
thofe of others, he thereby threarens and erdan-
gers all 3 it is the plain didtate ot the original
compact, that the whcle power of the commu-
nity thov!ld then be employed to cerfine and
difable him—and this wmay be continued until
he has piven full compenlation for the irjury
done, and fufficient fecurity againft his future
attempts : in no other way may men be reduced
to a ftate of fervitude, or retained ia it s becaule
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wo power beyond this was lodged by fociety ig
the hands of its officers—nor could there be,
fince there was none in the fociety itfelf 3 and
this is evident, becaufe ione fuch couid be re-
figned by individyals: all exeitions of power
taen which exceed chis line are ufurpation, not
authority : are rebellion and treafon againft fo-
giety, reafon, nature and God: and as {uch,
whenever they appear, ought to be refifled, de-
teated and punithed.

THEe nations therefore that fupport or con-
nive at the pratice of enflaving the humaa fpe-
cits, as an article of commerce, ought to be
confidered ir: a ftate of war againt all mankind; -
fince none can be thought willing to wear tha?
public brand of the annchriftian beaft—3 traf-
fic conliting of the fouls of men, unlefs they
kad previoufly confpired the ext-rpation of eve-
ry remain of virtye and humanity #rém the
face of the earth;

To this confideration duc attention will, T -
trult, be paid by all thefe riing States : fou
fhould a toleration of the flave trade be now
mingled with our new Conftitutions, that leaven
will foon corrupt the whole lump : fhouid con-
nivance at the pratice of making or retaining
flaves amongft ourfelves betray a fecret envy of
the liberties of our fellow men, would it not en-
tail the curfe of heaven on all our ftruggles for
- the defence of our own ?

Prop. 1. Sogietics ta each otber, fund related
%0 otkerwife than indivi ﬁmls ina flate of natwre :
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all pofiels the fame naturzl rg‘. te—vwithin the
iama lunit:nons-—ana oo the lame conditions ;
acd there s nothing 1o toe law of natuie or the
relaticn: between tham to warrini ore to lavade
the enyvinents of another, ary nvre than if
they were private pcsi'w‘w uiterly veconnetied
witls (C:t..‘.' acd eacn with cter: what thouph
it h" T t\d that wlhien two tccictivs 00D n
wsckem. "; ‘he one 1s often t;»mri to be et locfa
for the.punithment of the vther, 21d fometinnes
cven to th enfiaviog it Tiis wm never weak.-
e the concifin now drawn unul it eon he
preved het tie divine permifliony excufe: the
fin of the imuacious party.

Prop. 11 Goi hus fet up the Fewih churck
a5 a fzapic of his go~ermment. By it he bas put

a gials into the banus of the world ¢ the cen-

Jct of his providence (qwards that pcople n
12rve ar once to guide and bound the plofpc
of other communitics 1n cvery age. In this
hght it would be profirable to vizw their hiito-
rv from-fis o lalt: but we bulinels now be-
fore us woulld Shicct our cve more eflpecially to
their freaden in Canaan—their wanton abule
Gf their uzh.m‘m'm‘ﬂ privileges—~—the jutt pa-
pifamonts of this inoratitude, particularly their
captivity in whylﬁrv—w and wondrous manunnt-
{i:nfiom tha fate of bondage: and could we
noW aan to thefe particu lars as they deferve,
W m:pht find them fruittul of inftru@ion nog
anworthy the regard of all America at tais
unctare, Il g
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Proe. IV. Wil the masiers of a n:tion
profeior velicion con.iuze pleafing 19 Ged, be Jecsives.
tk.ir libe<ties againt oll dnvaders: the pateraai,
care of his providence is as a wall of fire siound
then ¢ nuntercus were the proofs of this in the
coadizion ¢t the people of Ifracl in the days of
Jothoa and the Judges; how oiren do we tiere
tehold a weak aad inconfiderable handful {uf-
fice to chalhike tie infolence of powertul hofts
—one chifing a thoulind and two putuing ten
thoulands to Hght ! Beaefits of all Dris are ta-
leats entruded to mea for isprovement: the
erjoyment of tensporal gnod givis new foree to
tire virtues of the virjuous miac—as Charjica.
looks brighter in the beams of the fun. Bue
through the wicliednefls of mea-the fmtics of
Providenc: "are ofign perverted into proviiicn
for lul, as the thZwers that are fwecet when dids
tilled from the cjouds are fuinzd i.to it when
they fink in the oceqn. -mdence profperity {re-
guently becomss a poitoa 1a difzuifz-—:lie i ce-
ter in talte, the more fatal in effect : nations, as-
weil as individuals, gr2 gegeraliy intexicaied by
it—the untha.kivlaagpr_fomeproclaims them
barren as the facds of Africa—cibers, like Je-
Thurun, have waxed far and kicked at the hand
by which they were nourifhed.

Prop. V., Dde bonor of divine Governnent is
concernze dbat wational fins et national pun: -
viaents : the being of God's law requires tias
every tranfyrefiion and duclbeliinie roo-ve o

- W o g

0.0 FeCampease o reward; ti: jultice of his
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aﬁmmz.ﬁranon neceflirates that the penaley be
ihflifted in the fame mrafuies in which it was
threatened—!efs will not be looked for in reafon
from the hand of the fupreme Guardian of the
interefts ot virtue, who by a different- condut
would, more effectually than all other beings,
encourage the wicked and déeer the obedient.
This expe@ation is anfwered by the fa@t : no
inftance of tran{grefflon ever did or w’vl pals
unpumﬂaed—h-thé finner himfelf shall pay the
debe, or his iu.cty mift dtfchargc the uucrmoh‘.
far'hmg o SN ¥

- Tazrs is 2 Bnes i adaptmg the pumfh-
ment to the critne, that {o the latter might be
pointed . out by-the former: hence it appears
congruous to wifdom that they who have finned
gogether thould fuffer in liKs.manner—and that
the fellow-fioner who has been the occafion—
the means or mcntcment to the crime, thould
allo ferve as the engine for the punithment of
the criminal. . Thus pations combined in a
courfeof tranfgreﬂxon At oe dealt with collec-
tively when it is paniflved.  dlence we conclude
that nattepil fins:mult be . yanithed in this life §
becaufe nations, as fuch, exift not in the next;
and fo, if not here, cannot at all be made to feel,
in their mmoml capacxty, thc deﬁrt of theu‘-
crimes. | |

THe goc»dm-fs of God is clcarly xhu&rated in
the patience with which he forbears the {troke :
the flow gradations with which his people are cor-
'e&cd difcover all th» father in tl . corre&ioi’s
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h»’n'rt whillt the rod of corre@ion is in his hand,
what bowels | what meltings may be feen in the
fliipes "every touch feems interrupted with thofe
tetider 1ntetrogatives ¢ how can I give thee up*D
Eprraint how can'l deliver thce O lirael ! my
bawels are turtied within me, my relemmgs are i
gatm‘ud to Mher. St e |

“THE !&mt)r of divine goverhment, when long -
‘a\;mc as an afgument for infult, ac laftis rou:
{3 5 indignatiod, and tho’ Judgrhents on earth
ave infilted piece-meal; yet ia the 1fue the i incor-
risisle mult be given up to thefeourge.

TP higher the ri'e ot natishal guile, the
greater is the neteflity that the pun:fliment be e<
minent, public, and fpeedy.  The people high-
eft in prut#mons and privileges thould therefore
be toremo® undertherod. The Holinels of the
Suvereign is publicly dilplaged wheh ‘Judgzments
bwmat the houfe of God. In the executich
or tutle, he often employs his worlt foes, s men
ule tiie meanelt flave tor the vilelt drudgery. .

"THE endof all, is to humble the ﬁnmng Deg-
ple, to brmathem to repentance, and reformati-
oi, to thefe the means ufed will be proportioned
by wifdom': not a drop of bitter will be min-
gled in-their cup but what is neceffary : not a
ﬂrzpn laid on which their cafe could dilpcnic with :
- nor fhall their heavinefs endure one night long-
er than their need Hf it lafts ¢ -

Tuat the affiltions of a profefling people
fizzuld not fail of accomplithingthis end, the moft
important intereils of virtue and ‘godlinefs ve-
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auire ¢ partly becaule the fins which Brought
them on are more highly agaravated than the fins
of others: and partly becaufe the honor of God -
1s svoft concerned that things be kep: right a-
mong(t fuch, left they totglly oo off, and religi-
on thus he extiné in the world, left che ignorant
and wicked fhouid hence taiie occafion to calle-
vil good, and ieligina | iticlt be chiarged as patro-
nizing the crimes of its profellors,

| Waen the proper cliect is not produced by
fuch Judomems, but the peopls prove hardened
in their vicious ways, thiey bave reafon to exp.ct
their continuance wich sdditional feverinies ¢ be-
caufe there is tire fame realon for conticuip,: o

for commencin theny, and f nilar caules pro-
duce fimilar effedis ¢ and gver and above the cau-
fcs palt the new degrezs of Dardness which have
v'h'h"‘tcod the remiedy zlre. u../ a'*plied, make per-
feverance in m-()ﬁ“(ﬂm r BECCiIary to vin: umge the
honar of God’s L.nchanm atlen:fs, emnipotence,

and iafallible witdon in ‘the choice of means eé-
{eftoal to the end.  T'hus we fee the people of
Iiadl, gradually threatened, andgradual'y puaith-
ed; butdifcoveringan ob'.,uracy which was pront
againdt all, they were at Latt led captives o Ba-
byvlon, and rivetted on themielves the chaln of
Havery.

A people thus ripened {or the judements of
heaven i vain feck protetion trom theie rulers @
tive magiTiare who hisled on the general revaolt
from tie way', of Ged, fildom fa'ls to vrove as

N,':)"l ' P ry s ’ - 3 STAPRY ' " .
aoLiVe i tou ln) 2 y '1&14 ‘.Lat!b Ih’: Wooes Lo, o vty
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thereon : fo Jehoiakin confents to curry favor for
himfelf, by abetting the tyranoy of the Chalde-
sn monarch and conflirming the flavery of his
own captivated fubjeéts : miferable reward in-
deed for Me unlimited obedience they had for-
merly paid him 1—DPoor wages truly for loyalty
to a king raintained by a courfe of rebellion a-
eain(l God! Thas tyrants falline like falling an-
gels, never choofe to fuiter alone, their d; iappmm-
ed pride, imnatieat ot any comforts 1Lrpaﬂm
their own, makes them relolved enemies of ail
mankind ; and will {train every nerve to pull all
dowa into the fame ruin with themf{elves,

Prop. VI. When theend of the correflion kas
once bzen obtained, the deliverance cf the afflifled
hall fuffcr no delay. Neither the depth of their

dift:efs, nor the defperateaefs of the cafe, nor the
want of refources, nor the defeftion of friends
fhali retard or prevent the needed releale, any
more than the muliitude of clouds that darken
the night can defer the morning-dawn, or poft-
pone the rifing of the fun : the time to vifit his
duirefled onts, the fet time, fhall come : and
then the Lord n-el but {peak the word, and
't is done : when [irael doe., evil in the fight of
ane Loird we commoaly tee an adverfary commi(-
fioned to devour his firen;th, but no {ooner is
he humbled and cries to the Avthor of all his
help, than lo ! to his own altonifhment, and of-
ten to the amazement of all around, fome inftru-
ment is inftantly raifed up for his refcue, and by
a fudden tranfivon from the depth of woe we
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behold him emerging into honor and power,
Sometimes the great Deliverer chonf:s a pebble
from their own brook to profirate their moi gi-
gantic oppreilors, and fometimes he moves tixg
heaitof an aliento reftorethem theliberty wh ch
their own kings overthrew. Thus Cyrus a
ragan pringe, unconneéted by nation, and by re-
igion an enemy, wonarch of the ewnpire that
had perlecuted their fathers, that had razed their
cities, abolithed their ordinances apd levelled
their temple 1o the ground.—Cyrus, ftirred up
by the Lord alene, unfolicited by men, and in-
capable of deyrimeat from any plot of his prie
{uners, proclaims the remains of opprefled Hra-
el, free and ipdependont in their greate@® priviles
ges, thofe of thereligion of the God of their fa-
thers, he reufes every dormant principle of pa.
triotitn among them to exert itfelf on the oc-
calinn for the re-cftablithment of their invalua-
ble liberties, and freely turnifhes the undertakers
of the work with treafures and all things necef-
 fary for che fuil accomptifhment of the puipofe.
 See Lzra i, through.ut.

Hap 2 Jew refufed the benefit from educati-
anal prejudice ngainil the hiand that offered ir,
or {nperitiious feruple about the lawfulnels of
accepting the 1iievclhip ol a pewer that chfown-
ed his relig.i-n, who ciuld have avoided charging
hitn with a-heidn, v would not acknowledge
the hand of God in preduciag this happy event
by means fo unl:k:ly, fo contrary to the policy
of nations, and to 1ar wickout the line of probas
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bility ? - May God punith by what hand he will ¢
And may he not deliver by an inftrument that
none but himfelf would have thought of ? The
conduét of the man who would not embrace the
joyful opportunity with humble adoration of
the fovereign wifdom that brought it to pafs, and
cordial gratitude to the generous inftrument, is
a complication of iniquity : —it is hard to fay
whether the impiety or ftupidity, the pride or in«
gratitude of fuch a demeanour has the alcendant,
- Provr. VII. Whes a public refloration of God’s
eople from the calamities of oppreffion is to be ef~
}eﬂed, be ufually infpires them with zeal proportios
ned to the work—the edi® for enlarging the
captive tribes no fooner iffues from the court at
Babylon, than the joyful news is rung through
all the ftations of their confinement—the droops=
ing fpirits of that forlorn people, enervated by
a fervitude of feventy years, are animated ag
once, the languifhing fpark of patriotifm is ine
ftantly rekindled in every breaft, and our eyes are
immediately faluted with the fight of forty two
thouland and upwards determined at all hazards,
at the rifque of life and fortune, to regain the
enjoyment of their country and liberties againft
whatever oppofition may ftand in the way :
this was the work of ihe finger of God, Ezra
i, 5. by which he prepared his way, for the ftill

more marvezllous one that followey s
"THE caule ot liberty is the caufe of God : reas
fon, truth, jutice, religion mutually fupport and
arc fupported by it : of this caufe heaven has been
C
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the patron in every age : heisincapable of changs-
ing his mind ; the caufe he has becn wont to plead
he will neyer defeit, he will work for it,and who
fhall letc him ? when this flone is at the founda-
tion, nothing fhall hinder the tuilding tou rife.
But the works of providence are done by
means : they are ordinarily fitted before they are
uled—in a work of this kind every man is con-
- cerned, and it is the duty of eachto do what he
can : no clals or ftation is uninterefted in the mat-
ter-—and none is exempted from the ttrenge(t
tyes to exert his utmoft to have it accomplithed
—=~refolution and tortitude are neceflary to the
tafk, and unanimity ftrengthens the hands that
perform it : therefore when God means to bring
about fo greatan event, ne ufually ftirs up thofe
principles among the people for whofe behoof
it 1s defigned : the contel among them is not
who fhall endure the leaft difficulties—tace the
feweft dangers—or fultain the {malleft lofs in the
public caufe ; not who fhall pcrform the leaft fer-
vices for the commuaity, and reap the greateft
emoiuments from it—not who fhall realize the
greatelt fortune, or fecure the chiet honors to
him{elf and his friends. No! detefted be the
principles of condu¢t like this ! fhall the com-
pany be refpeéted as virtuous or wife, who all
embarked in the fame bottom, and perceiving
themfelves on the point of foundering at [ea, ceafe
every endeagéur for {aving the thip,-and get by
the ears about fharing the cargo ? then, and then
only, will reafon and virtue agree to efpoufe the
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narrow purfuits of a private fpirit in feafons of
public diftrefs and danger.

WHAT a contraft to this was the fpirit of the
Jews in the ftruggledefcribed in this facred book !
their only emulation appears to be who (hall dif-
play the greateft exertions in the public caufe—
who fhall contribute the moft eff=¢tual aids—
who fhil! offer the richeft {acrifice to the fecu-
rity of the common weal.

See ! with what unanimity they purfue their
plan ! hyw cordially each works to the hand of
the other! nor watching—nor buildiag—nor
ﬁghtmo is fhunned when the common caufe re-
quires it. Iivery man exerting his utmott for
the good of the whole—and mﬂuencmo all with-
in bis reach to join their endeavors for effetting
the purpofe.  Let the coward in America’s
quarrel-—let the backward and lukewarm in the
caufe of the day—let the willing fubject of ty-
1anny, and the f:rvant of fulf, read over this hif-
tary until the confcious blufth redden his cheek,
and the line of his conduct be abandoned with
fhame. |

MacistraTEeS, and perfons of rank and
truft, ought to go foremolt in afferting the peo-
ple’s freedom~—thzfe are appointed as fathers of
the State, and guardians of the rights and pri.
vileges of all its members: and fhould fuch
men as they flee ?  Should they wink at che at-
tempts of the evil doer, who invades any right
of the people tor whom they rule, and nagle&t
or refule to pluck from their bofom the fokled
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g¢nd lazy hand of their power to ftrike due tet-
ror on the impious aggreflor—then do they re-
nounce the chief part of their truft: whenever
they decline to put forth all their powers to en-
courage and affift the exertions of their people
in repelling the attacks of thofe who would in-
jure them, the very office they fiiftain is the cen-
jure of their conduct, -and the honors heaped
on them are become the reproach of the men
who wear them : no longer fhould they be re-
regarded as the ordinance of God, than thev ea-
deavor to be terrors to fuch evil doers, and a
praife and encouragement to them who, by de-
feating their wicked intent, deferve the charaétet
of having done well, o \ :
- Nor fhould the minifters of religion ima-
gine themfelves excufed by - their office from
bearing their part of the burden of the people
in ftruggles of fuch importance as thefe: as
watchmen {ct on the walls of Zion, it is incuai-
bent on them to give the alarm on the approach of
every danger : - as heralds from God we juitly
expedt that, in times of public trial, they will
not fail to blow his trimpet and proclaim his
mandates—that they will cry -aloud and not
Ipare to fhew to their people and to the werld,
yea to all ranks of men therein, where lies duty
on the one hand and fin on the other. Should
magiftrates with-hold from their people protecti-
on againft the injuries of lawlefs perfons or States,
and minifters delay bearing teftimony againft
them==or fhould the people reful obedience to
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the jult calls of their rulers in matters indifpens
fible to their own defence, and their public tea-
chers by filence appear to connive at, or counte-
nance their crime, do they not then make the
tranfgre(lions of the reft their own? and may
not the .confequences be charged to their ac-
~.count ? '

Pror. VIII. Betweer civil liberties and thofe
of religion there is a near and ncceflary con-
nexion ; when the one expires, the other cannot
long furvive. When earth and hell confpire.
againlt the former, their ultiniate purpole is to .
ftab the latter through that fide: as religious
reformations ‘muft generally open the door tor
the removal of civil diftrefles, fo every ftep in
the ftruggle for liberty thould be meafured and
governed by the rules of piety : fuccefs in mea- -
fures which virtue abhors muft not be counted
a blefling—we cannot conclude the Lord on
our fide when we have avowedly joined hig
enemies. | .

WHen reltoration of liberty has been obtaj-
ned, the firft thing to be attempted, is a total
reform of every practice contrary to the laws of
religion : this is the end of the people’s deliv-
erance—and when it is neglected, their founda-
tion totters : to this the Jewith advencurers were
immediately led on their return home by the
fame infpiration that ftirred them up to engage
in the journey : no fooner have they regained
their city than we {ind them unanimoufly employ-
ed in rebuilding the akars and temple of Godws
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clearing away rubbifh—laying foundations—re-
ftoring the worfhip, and remﬂallmo the officers
of religion : See Ezra-iii. throughout.

Works ot this fort therefore go heavily on”
umicis magiftrates and minifters go hand in hand
inic: when reltoration is to be compleated, God
ordinarily {pirits yp both thefe claffes with fer-
vent zeal for the caufe of religion, thus Moles
and Aaron alted in concert—Zerubbabel and
Jothua ftrengthened each other : thus Ezra and
Nehemiah co- Operated in the work when the Lord
was about to render it perfet, See Ieh. iii. 3,
28. and chap. iv. 16.

SomeTiMESs indeed there are found amongft
the firft ranks men of the fame turn with the
nobles of Tekoa Neh. 1ii. 5. who decline to put
their necks to the work of the Lord. They
cannot refolve to rifque the frowns of the great
—endanger their pofts of honor—their riches
and pumb?y their perfons too for the fake ot li-
berty which they never prized—or to defend 1e-
ligion whofe {weets they rever talted : their ho-
nors and profits they can better fecure by the ruin
than the recovery of the one, and their pleafures
might meet with diflurbance from the other.
Such men become.a heavy clog to the wheels of
fociety in perilous times : what damps will be
caft on the fpi-its of the people within the fphere
of their influence ? but the example recorded in
the text laft cited, has pointed out from heaven a
way to get rid of this dead-weight the people
with whom the original of all civil powers does
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ftill refide thould not fcruple to recurr to the orjs
ginal principles of their conftitution —and by vir-
tue thereof difcard the unworthy incumbents trom
office—proceed in the work of the Loord with-
out them—and record their crimes to the lafting
infamy they have deferved.

Proe, 1X. Tbe firugsles for liberty feldom fuce
ceed unlefs under the diretion of fome patriot-bead :
in a multitude of co-ordinate leaders—a multi-
tude of opinions often diftract, fometimes divide,
but ever retard and weaken the operations necef-
fary for the defence of tiie whale. To the ener-
gy and effect of the wileft plans the grand re-
quifites are difpatch and fecrecy : and of both
ot thefe popular councils are for the moft part
deftitute : happy is that people for whom Hea-
ven has refcrved at {uch a crifis the fervices of
NEHEMIAH indeed. Rarely indeed has our
depraved world beheld the rifing of o glorious
a ftar in the midft of a ftorm : feldom can the
annals of hiftory record the appearance of an
beroe of this clats—who with wifdom to plan
and courage to execute, joins an aflfemblage of
virtues cqual to the'tafk ot vindicating the rights
of opprefled Iirael, againft the force and policy
of invading powers : the man who like him has
patriotifm encugh to forego the fweets of a pa-
lace and the prefence of a king, with the certain
profpe€t of every honor and profit he withes—
tor the fatigues of a camp, and the dangers of
the field—to take by the hand a people opprel-
fed by one power and defpifed by the reft=—with-
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put profpect of emolument to himfelf or his {3-
mily—and renourncing all claim to fee or reward :
See Neh. iv. 23. chap. v, 14, 19.

Trx peopic that are bleffed with a helper like
this deferve to link into the abyfs of contempt,
if their conduct fhall ever give ground to con-
clude that they have forgotten that, as his duties
are great and his dangers many, he has a right
to their compliance in every lawful demand—
and ought to be fupported with their lives and
fortunes.

Pror. X. Reflorations of this fort ever find op-
pofition proportioned to their extent andmportance :
they all 1ock favorably on the caufe of religion,
and fince the day of the commencement ot the
enmity between the feed ot the woman and that
of the ferpent, no great event tending to advance
the intereft of the Church has ever been accom-
plithed without oppofition : of this we may find
abundant proof in the hiftory of every age :
was Ifrael to be delivered from the houfe of bon-
dage, and put in pofieffion of the land of pro-
mife ? behold the fury of Egypt is to be faced
on the one hand, and all the powers of Canaan
oppofed on the other! were the Jews to be re-
leafed from Chaldea, to rebuild their ruined city
and temple, and reqeive the ancient worfhip of
God ? fee the multitudes of adverlaries affem-
bling from all quarters, like fwarms of locults
rifing from the pit, Ezraiv. 9, 10, Wasthe
world to be illum inated by the Sun-beams of the
gofpel ? to defeat this purpofe the whole world

Fotud
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combines—the enmity of mankind again(t (his
caufe collects mu alcenls as fmoke—is condenfed
into clouds, which darken the whole horizon,
and pour down the hurricane of ten genera! per-
{fecutions over all the Roman, empire.  When
the long night of antichriftian darknels is come
to an end, and the fun of nghteoulnels 1s to a-
rife with falvation in its rays, in the dawn of the
reformation from popery ; what tempefts of war
and deftruction are fpread in every land where
the light thines out ?

Was there ever a gencralrevival of the pow-
er of godlinefs in any land that did not find its
mockmcr Ihmaels—its murdering Cains—its
‘blafpheming Rabfhakehs—or perfecuting He-
rods ?

Turs arifes not from any perplexity in divine
counfels—nor abfurdity of the plans of infinite
wn(dom-—-nor evil in his defighs—nor error in
his means—nor weaknefs in the execution : e-
very objection againft this precedure will vanifh
when we confider this life as a ftate of probati-
on—and remermver tnat by the fuperintendence
of heavzn it has ever been cfected that religion,
like the palm tree, grows by being prefled. Op-
pofition has hdpe(‘, out ncver hurt the truth
perfecutions have fp;ead the knowledge of re-
ahglon-——-the blood of the martyrs has been the
feed of the Church—errors have occafioned the
truthto be confirmed by arguments which other-
wife might Lave been concealed—in each puo-

lic calamity that lias befallen the church we have
D
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7 a frefh confirmation of the truth of relicion .
as the prophecies that had predidied the ttorm
could not without it have hud heir accomplifhe
nvii—and all thefe convuifions have been tub-
fervient to the purpole o0 purging God’s teat-
ple, ac thunder-nornes tend 1o juriy air,

ConTrawits always llultrate each other—
this oppolincn s a tombw let ol the plory of the
divine p woer that deteats ity the juﬁice of de-
firoying Go.'s encanes at lat 1s magzniied
throush the paticnce whereby he bore with them
till then—hence the dittrefles of the people of
God are otien permitted ro come to extrem ity be-
tore he appea-s tor their rel et—!faac is bound
to the enane of death, the knife is taken, and
the ttroke drawn, b fore the angel arrefls the
defcen fing tate—the hricke are doubled e’cr Mo-
{=« is fente—ind the di'ctples are finking when che
Srweretgn cf che elements enters the ﬂ'n'p : thig
enhances the mercy that helped at tuch a time,
and the goodneis that fupported througsh {o grcat
 diltrefs,

OrpposrTron cannot then be faid to prove the
badnets of a caufe nor the certainty of its failin ;s
the wantot oppofi ion demonftrates both @ great
oppofitions betpeak fome g eatevent in the birth
—and in the caule ot Gel the encourrgement
riles as the violence thatobftroudts it ¢ (ince him-
felt has aflured us that sl thatl be overthrown
at laft— all made fublervient to the good of
hiv Churche—ind turn our to be n-eans of ob-
gaining 10100 : and in the cuafidence of this, the
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frieads-of Arnerica need not be difcouraged at
the numbers, the power,"the raze, or the deeds
of the eaemies of tae great caule they pleid—
fince they all preach the detiv rance, the lccurxty
and future alory of the land.

Tiits crule has ever been the great eye fore
ef hell—~the mahic: and power or internal legi-
uns ltave ever been beat agatalt ic @ Satan’s pare
ty areever rexdy at his peck—=ience wicked mea
ct atl clifes aaraiv leel: its overthrow @ and
w' =1 aay luch are acciden. aily employed in fa.
vour of ir, we n#ed n.ver be at a lofs to difco-
ver by their condult, taat they are prefled into
the f-rvice by other motives than love to the caufe .
iticit—or any honelt zeal to have it promorted.

Tne more effect 1ally to obltruét the work of |
reltararion, 1t1s uiuil for Satan to collet his
tools trom diff -renc rasks —and different Jands
fee bzraiiv. 4,9, 10.  The returning Jews
focn tound thenmleives called to condilt with a
colluvies of emizrams from various countries
phintzd by the Bnbyl mih tyrant as ¢olonies of
bis. vallals to fupoore his preragative i every
part of the land around thein : the inferior herd
of conlfpirators againft Iiherty are generally
found t» move on as they are [pne-d by the
depeadents on the trone—=ivay the 1) aaires,
Elamites, and the reit of the natioas traniHors
ted hy Afnpper into che Simintas terricories
at-d azunlt lirsel according to the inttiza 1on
of the o ficers of the kins : thus in all the plots
for crailuirxi that gcugle we flnd the Sanballats,
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the Tatnais, the Tobiahs whom the tyrant had
made Governors in 1%e land of Canaan, ever
boaring a leading part. This may generally
3 cvw“tLJ when Governors are dependent for
their office and {upport oa the mere will of &
moa.chy for then it is not unaatural to fuppole
the apodiatments will, of courfe. take place
winoay fuch as are known to tave lefs zeal for
the freedom and welfare of the people, than for
the fniles of cheir mafter and the fecarity of
iy place | ‘

UnprrstrAPPERS never fill to ape the
inanoers of thelr {uperiors in office; when the
Governots of the Provinces cmfp}rc the ruin of
the pesple undes them, the Rehum’s aid Shim-
fnar’s=—the Commiffioners of Cufloms, and Se-

cretaries of the l.uVln“, think they can never
Lo too forward in their cffarts for exccuting the
projelt. baraiv. 7 8.

Excaies wiihout, receive their chief advan-
tiow from the fecret miznweuvres of foes wirkis,
as 4 traytor in the city will open the gates witn
twice the facility that the belieger can force
taem: hence it is the pul'cy of thofe who at-
tempt the defirudtion of ¢ : liberties of a peo-
pley if Po Tible, to lecure a party amicn theni-
felves who, Ln(Ll the maik of fricndihip, wiil
forward iheir mcafures, and embarrals every
flop taien ia order to protradt them : thefe,
Protzus ke, wm rut on varicus thapes accos-
ding to times ¢ tizy will work thc'mfcivcs 11to
chuiches aind ceuacils~—into armies and COMCLa,

-



{ 29 ]

and pretead to enter with fpirit into ail the mea-
fures of the people, while they mean to frul-
trate the defign of the waol-, or to ipy out and
divalze what they canmtinppn 15 3 thus, Ja-
das hk\., t}‘.cy (Ll dip 1n the d hh, and pretead
to emirace wiom m:y mean to s2iray ¢ Such
was the policy of Jiracl’s foes, Rzea v, 2. ¢let
us buils with you (fay they) for we feek your
God as ye do * But a licde acquiintance with
mankiad wili lzad us to difcover, that they ¢n-
rer into counciis with Hluthal’s intent: and the
perpie of (yad, it gotded Ly prudence, will
boldly remove them fro o atl ihare 1o the (mat-
ter, and wiil not iuu"‘“ to tell them, even to
the face, as the fathe: Ot Mrael have {et the ex-
| amph’ Ezraiv, 3. ¢ Ye have not h'nfr to do with
us to buld an houfe unto our God.

Wurroer this preczution is taken or not,
the t,snfpm.t\)r% wiil lzave no fonue unturned to
obviiie s:vuy icaeme for tie publie fafety, and
wil zaleer their meafures as the matter requires,
as quicliy as the Jolypus changes its colour for
thit of the tubitance to wiaich it adieres,

[t wil not Le unprofitable to trace the wine
dings of ths lerpeatine brood as we {ee them
practiicd in the cale of the Jews, At firft they
fet out with evil furmifings and advices to court,
thefe: are backed with brives to the Counfellors
and otner ofiicers in power, fee FKzra v, 4, 5
Then follow letter upon letter replete with their
venom—2>aife informations muliiply apace, ac-
culations to the King @ufl cvery packet, fee ver.
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G-—~16. ‘They forget not to trumpet their own
loyalty to their o after, and fet up their zeal for
his honor as their mortive in all, fee ver. 14 *be
caufe we havé maintenance from the king’s pal-
ace, and it was not mect for us to fee the king’s
dithouor, therefore have we fent and certified
the king’. They plead that his intereft and rev.
erne 1s at {take, and all mutl be Joft it their
tales be fighted, fee verfe 13. 16, ¢it thou fuf-
ferelt the icheme of this peonple to fucceed, then
they will not pay toll, tnibure, nor cuttom, and
by this means thou fhalt have no pertion on this
fide the river.

RepresenTaTiONS DLike this obtain eafy cre.
dit in the ears of monarchs leldom do they
t3il (o ftand as lufficient proot of the charge—
and the acculed, without tryal or hearing. are
ealily fentenced; and ancient aéts and obfolete
ftatures are Iumred into the caule to condema
the guiitlels rmd dictate their docom,  See veife
15, 10, The ftories ot fuch men are generally
diemed fufficient 1o produce new cdiéls from
the reigning power, to cut o the people from
every remaining privilege at once, ver. 21. 22,
—cagerly will the arbitrary mandates be putia
execution by fuch officers as procured them, {0
Rehum and Shimfhar polted o Jerulalem and
ftopped the work by force and power ver. 23,
And what pity is it, that it mult be confeffed that
the bulk ot men are apteft to thiink in the no-
bleft caute, are ealily prevailed on to drop their
exertions and quit the work wich which all 15 at,
flake.  See ver. 24. '
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{'ax prophetsof God ought notthen to be fileng
—taitafulnefs to their truft will oblige them to
engage with tie openelt Boidnels agamlt fuch
tame fubmiflions, as idolatrous worfhip af arbi-
trary power : and thefe are the men whom God
otten has chol=n to route and Keep up among
mankind the {pirit ot liberty and jult defence,
Sce Ezra v, 1, 2. chap. vi. 14.

WHEN the people are thus animated to prc-
per exertions, it is ufual with enemies of their
caule to raife the cry of rebellion—breach of Jaw
—onppuanation of auhority 5 and {ometimes
they will proceed to take black lifts of names obe
noxious and urpardonable who muft be referved
for p.oferiptions, imprilonments, gibbets and
r.cks @ thus the minifters of flavery dealt with
the Jews kzra v, 3, 4.

Burt the triends of reftoration will not thus
be daunted ; they can viadicate themfelves by
law and argumentand are ready to meet all cheir
oppofers on that ground, fec verfe 11—17, and
chap. vi. and vii,

AT the entrance ©n a }vork fo new and un-
tried, the firlt eforts of the people appear
{feeble and vain—itlic want of refources, of ex-
pesience and fiill, the defici izncy. of forces for
their detence, the difficulties of raifing and
maintaining their armies, and the impatience of
fubordination, of fatigues and dangers natural
to levies when firft collected-~thete, and a thou-
fand other incidents that, at 11t fetting our, the
@molt wary community could not forelee nor
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prevent, will neceffarily occalion mary blunders,
delays, difcouragements, and difappointments in
their moft capital efforts :

DisasTers owing to any of thefe caufes the
enciny is 6o le's eagle-eyed to difcover, than cun-
ning to paint in maoit fearful colours,—rthen thall
we [ve them diituling their poilon in every cor-
ner—ever buzzing i the ears of the timid—
their manifelt weixnels—the number of difii-
culties—znd greatncls of dangers before them
—their want ot virtue and ability to perlevere
—the length of time the conteft muft lat—the
power—numbers—and ailies ot the foe, &c. &,
—the minions of power will call them rebels—
the parafites of the tyrant will affelt to ridicule
their meafures and look cn their efforts as child-
ith and contemptible : in this ftrain proceeded
the oratory of Sanballat, Neh. iv. 3. ¢ What do
thefe feeble Jews ? will they fortify themfelves ?
will they facrifice ? will they make an end in a
day ? &c. Thus Tobiah and Gefhem keep
each other in countenance, and raife the laugh
at the pitiful efforts of the fons of liberty, Neh.
ii. 19. and pleafe themfelves with the conceit
that with an army of foxes they can ftorm their
fort, Neh. iv. 3.

FresLe minds, with whom ridicule ftands
for a teft of truth, may pethaps be difmayed by
the haughty tone in which court-fycophants
commonly talk, and fome by indulging their
gloomy fits may be led to give out, and fi: down
in defpair; even among the children of Judah
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could be found fome little fouls whom the loud
laugh of their foes thunder-ftruck : hark the
inoan of thofe weakling creatures, Neh. iv. 1c.

Nor f{o the truly patriotic mid; every {neer
witl be a mean to whet his zeal to a keener
edge—thefe fpurs will ftimulate him to greates
diligence and unwearied perfeverance that the
cau%e may rife into a light too refpetable to be
overfet by a puff of galconade ; fo did the Jew-
ith patriots make advantage of the mirth of
their foes, Nch. iv. €. |

WHEN experience has convinced them that
the wife are r,ot to be bantered out of their wits,
nor the virtuous brow-beaten inta vicious com-
pilance with the luft of power, more ferious
meafures will be taken by the enemies of their
liberty : the works of darknefs are the moft
kindred means for their dark defigns, adepts in
the fchoo! ¢f wiley deceit are the tools beft fit-
ted tor a tyrant’s purpofe-—prallices of this
complexion will foon be attempted : fecret plots
will be laid to furprife and kidnap honeft abet.-
tors of the caulc of God. Treacherous confpi-
racies will be formed to deprive the people ot
the means of defence, fee Neh. 1v, 7, §=——11i.
But prayer and caution, religion nd induftry,
will effectually counterplot them and fruftrate
their fchemes, fee verfe g—-~13-—16.

Tue influence of rehigion Leing the greatelt
wcight in the fcale of reftoration, the ememy’s
gall will overflow on every occafion they find of
touching that fubjelt—preachers will be railed

tiw
-4

-
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at as haviag deferted their poft, when they mea-
dle with politics—as having abandoned the gof-
pel of prace when they w(hfy detenfive war,
as ceafing to yveach Chrift, and preaching up
NeueMian ¢ and thiough the powertul perfua-
fives in the hands of thc great, fome pulpits
may be proflituted to the venal drudgery of
abctting a tyrant and promoting his caufe. Neh,
‘“- 7, 10 I4.

Brines will be tried to buy off the nobles,
and it is not every onx that has nability enough
~ to be proof againlt geld—fhowers of that me-
tal have found their way through the ftronge(t
roots—ifuaked in this,the honor of fome,even of
Judah’s chiets, diffolved an | evaporated.  Ihe
intelligence convcyed by their traitzrous corre-
{ponde: ces would bave proved tatal to all plars
ot detence, had not the eve of Qmnifcience de-
teted their plot in the fittelt fgafon for faving
his pecple, Neh. vi. 17,

Tue leaders who dildain fetters of gold as
much as of iron, muft not expell to efcape the
arrows of flander—-all arts will be ufed to weaken
their influence—{ly fufpicions will be inftilled
into the minds of the people, that their leade;s
are drivieg fome euil defign—that they only
mean to ralfe themfelves into a degree of im-
portance, and then mount the faddle and gralp
the reins, or -}l the country and join the foe,
Neh. vi. 6. To fift thele calumnnies to the boz-
tom would employ much time which cannot be
fpared from the great work in hand: to turn
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the people afide to this, and divert the main by-
finels, was doub.lefs one ot the enemy’s ends—
theretore if the wifdom of heaven is the guide
of our fteps, we thall not flay to parley with the
ferpent, but anfwer his hiats with a ¢get thee
behind me :* and, ftopping our ears, we fhall
go on with our work. Neh. vi. 8, |
WrEN underhand meafures will no longer
avail, the gentlenefs of the lamb will 1doa be
exchanged tor the rage of the lion—the ruddy
flag is hoifted, and every fentence breathes no-
thing but carnage and blood. The herrors of
war are thundered in the éars of the people who
are tound too determined to barter their invalu.
able rights away, See Neh, iv. 4, 8—r11. But,
i {he peaivs &f virtoe infpire the conte, tho’
far from thirlting for enemies blood,~—and deep-
ly deploring the neceffity that drives them to have
recoutfe to arms, yet the people will remember
that fuch rights as man cannot refign he is bound
to defend at every hazard—that not to refitt is
to join iffue with the aggreffor—is to partake in
his guilt-—and deferve to fhare ia the doom that
follows it :—that it the caufe is God’s, fo alfa
18 the {word that he puts in their hands for its
defence, and fo is the battle that decides its fate -
and remembering thefe things, they will be con-
vinced that in fuch a cafe, to thun the dangers
of the field is to defert the banner of Chnit—
and that the duties of the camp, at fuch a fea-
fon, are as truly religious as thofe of the Church,
~~therefore undaunted by numbers, upmov ¢d by
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threats, the chriftian patriot girds on the buck-
ar, and with his life in one hand, grafps the fword
in the other, 2nd thus calm and determined he
enters the field and makes the laft appeal to hea-
ven. ;

TuouvcsH the caufe is the Lord’s he will have
it afferted by ordinary means—walls and towers
—gates and bars—forts and armies are not leis
indifpenfible than temple and facrifice, and when
- thiz work is begun it fhould go on without paufe
—~~whilt cne breach in the rampart remains un-
sepaired—or one mean of defenceis yet left un-
tried Neh iv. 6, o
: Not.cne, however, nor all thefe means are ta
‘e confidered as ou;ects ot truit

1 be name of Facob's God defends
- Better than flilds and bracen i

In that name alene muft be repofed all the con-
fidence of thofe that fight : as well as of thoie
that called them tes the ficld, the advantages reap-
ed by the beft inftruments are to be confidered
only a3 helps from the fountain of might-—con-
veyed cown o us in the channel of means that
were appaicted by bimifelt :—theretcre <o the
“igorous ufe of thele muft be joined conflant
prayer and truft in God Neh iv. g, 16—23.

Ir the efiorts of the foe are bafiled in war—
theitr hopes ditappointed——their plots frftrate—
and their f2ars conflirmed that the bufinefs ¢of re-
ftoration will at laft be perfelt, they will thea
make propofals of negotiation—flattering will
take piace of threats—complaifance will try
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to recover what force could not atchieve : butif
God is with them, the people will fes the defiun
of all to be their enfnzring-—and that the kies
of Joab havedaggersconcealed—when with arms
in their hands they call for atreaty, who can doubt
that they mean to diCtate theterms : {o the tith-
erman curioufly dreffes his bait, whillt a hool is
concealed that ever proves fatal to the heedlefs
fith that is pleafed with it, the practice ot Hrael
in a cate like this, thould guide the conduét of
ages to come : Nehemiah was repeatedly tried
on this fcore—and Nehemian a'wered as patri-
ets ought, See Neh, vio 1—4, o
Prop. XI. When it: Rruggle for liberiy is on
¢he point of a happy conclufion, ii jouetimes bappens
53t the J/Z/ﬁ,“f‘ candull of pre!é;?d;?d frief:ds bas gone
sear 1o effei? that ruin cf the cawfe which the cpen
swcinee of avowsd enemies never was 3bie to accon-
i /5. When all are embacked it one bottom—s
for fome to opprefs and ruin the reft is the fhort-
eit way to undo thzwhole: to Jeteat the comnra:
nity in every effort for its defence no means are
fo powertul as the prattice of manopely and ex-
tortion : as nothing elfe fo certain]y {inks the pud-
lic credit, depreciates the mediun of trade and
commerce, and cuts the anly {icews of war, fono-
thing tmore reddily deftroys mutual confidence i
fociety and turns the edge of every 1word againft
the bro'her ot him who wields it : wihen this
Pandora’s box is opened—the neftilence [preads
tar and wide—it becomes epidemic—the whole
commueity is threatned with inftant dgftruction,
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w—there is no going forward until the evil is re-
moved—every wheel is invincibly clogged—eve-
ry movement is brought to a fland.

~ Tuus lirael's efforts were almoft defeated by
{elfifh engroffers that called themfelves triends ;
the poor reduced to the hard dilemma of ftarving
or mortgaging their all for bread, cried aloud in
the ears of God and man—our children are ma-
ny and we take up corn that they may live—our
houfes and lands we pawn for it~—and the dearth
will quickly confume them all, our fons and our
daughters are gone into bondage—nor is it in
the power ot our hands v redeem them—aie
we viewed by the public as bone of their bone
«—are our children confidered as flefh of their
flelh ? Neh. v, 1e—=5. |
.. AcaInsT this banefel Tpirit the rulers of the
people fhould be the firft to make head by al:
their influence power and exampies—it is tru-
ly difcouraging when thefe are found fit in the
trime : but whoever is foremoft among the in-
fected—the diftemper is fatal—delays are dan-
gerous—without fpeedy remedy death ftands at
the door !

BuT when men of this caft are no longer aw-
ed by public intereft—or public danger—when
they will not be influenced by perfonal honor—
or perfona) (hame—corrolive remedies muft be
applied=For fhail the public imile to fee wretch-
es flourith who owe their greatnefs to their coun-
try’s ruin 2 There is a power in the public
which 1#6 individual is able to withftand—té
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ihat power recourfe muft be had when all other
fails, But in what manner fhal] we ufe it ?—-
this—_this is the Gordian knot! HHe merits the
wreath who unties it right. \
Nenemiau was led by the Spirit of God,
And what were his meafures io fo great a tryal ?
They are kindRly recorded for our example—
you may hear them related in words of his
own, Nch. v. 6—13. The patriot’s anger was
kindled agrinft them—their crimes were cenfu-
red by public rebuke, but his authority falhng
to influence chem to their duty, the aiffembly of
the people was called on the cafe—modern lan-
guage would f{ay Nebemial beaded a Moh! See
ver, 7.—this remedy was a defperate one it is
true, but it was referved as it ought for a delpe-
rate cafe,
- MEerEe promifes coming from unprincipled
tongues could; not appcafe the popular tury:
they were bound by an oath to furceale the
crime, ver. 12. yea, compelled to reftore thei:
ill-gotten gains, ver. 11, 12. and the men who
refule] compliance with this, were disfranchifed
and held up as inveterate foes, ver. 13. This
meafure, though feeming harth and fevere, is
not lefs the du.latc of nature than one which the
reafcn of all men ever approved—where ampu-
tation feparates from the endangered body the
mortified member which cannot be cured, *

# Cuncta prius tentanda ;

Sed immedicabile vulnus

Enfe recidendum, ne pars fincera trahatur,
Ovin.

/'"% r.z 1 ”7
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Prov. XII. Fwat viriue begins, perfiverance
mu/l crown. Not more juflly applied to the
private confliéts of every foldier in Emmanuel's
camp, than to the public ftruggles of chuiltian
Jocieties, is that reftrictive promife of our blef-
fed Captain ¢ he that endures to the end fhali be
faved. ’ ackiliding 1s enual!y'fatal in both ca-
fes. I‘eme;«z/}er La. 'wzfe, 15 2 motto figed tor
the chriftian’s colours in his cflorts i~ the pub-
lic caufe, as well 232 10 his perfonal war with
hell : So long as the church is in a militant
flate, hc who puts his hznd to dhe plough and
Jooks back, i, unfit ior any {crvice in it : and
we are aflurcd by the rmouth of 1ts Iead, that
his Scu”! (hail rever take pleafure in fuch, A
caufe thus importané Is not to be defested on
account of a tew repulles in our way of fuppor-
ting 1t: 10 inhance our efteem of eftablithed
liberty, the raging billews of fome red fea of
danger, or the ne:!:nw waves of {cme jordan
of dxﬂ,culf' muit commonly be pafifed in our
way to it : thus Irzel mult march forty years
in the delart before they obtain the promﬂeu
inheritance-—and the Jews muft encounter th
arducos condi@ for twelve years under sza’
guidance, and as many more under the admini-
firation ot Nehemiah before the work ot de-
tence was finithed @ but when the people of God
are roined as {ilver, he will bring them from
the furnace without lofing any thing but their
drofs : when their virtue is proved and their pa-
tience tricd, and therr long tribulations have an-

L3
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{wered their end, the Lord in mercy will finifi
the conflit; and in fuch ways as wifdom ap-
points, and often by means we leaft regard,
the common ¢nemy will be repelled, the elforts
of his people will be crowned with fuccefs, and
then LiBEkTy AND INDEPENDENCE FIRMLY
EstaBrisHen., Neh, vi. 51, '
- Prar. X1, When the great objoft is at lust
fecured, even the enymies of it will be confirained fo
acknowledge the whole Yo be the werk of God : even
heathens would own a fuperior power in com-
paling an end which no oppofition could fruf- -
trate, by means moft unlikely in reafon’s eye,
and from great part of which human prudence
would prefage & contrary effed,. -
THrs will highly glorify the irrefiftible pow-
er that fupported the weak and vanquithed the
nmighty—the wi/dom which difcovered the plots
of the foc, and by men lefs verfed in politics
than they, did timoully turn their counfelg
into foolithne's—the geodnefs and mercy which
freed his church from a Pharach’s power ; and
the yaffice that brought pride and wickednefs to
the grouad—-that let tyrants fall into their own
pit—thews Haman’s gibbet to bethe tool of his
fate, and beheads Goliah with his boafted fword.
Pror. XIV.When a work like this is broughe
to an end, the efe&t defcribed in the words of
the text, Wnavoidably enfues to the encmies of
it. Hew muft they be confounded at the convic-
tion that all their exertions were fighting againlt
God ? How muft thrii?r countenances fall and

9
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their hearts throb with vexstion and difappoint-
ment, when all their utopian fchemes have fail-
ed and themielves, abandoned even by the part-
pers af their guilt—de(pited by all, and unpiti-
ed hv mofl, are expofed as the ohy s of univerfal
detett wtima—and while theliving vuiture anaweth
within th-m, tey cutwardly furieth the moft
cnmemplm!e initance of ta'len pride, the moft in-
firactive tpellacle of defeared ambition that can
be beheld on this ftde of the Plu.

Prop. XV. 07 a people delivered by the arim of
the Lord the firjt care (bould be to eflabliih govern-
ment,  \Vore thisis wanting the:e can be no ita.
bility in the peace and liberty thus dearly bought,
No right, no privilege 1s enjoyed fecure s hke
a (hip without rudd:r the community floats at
the caprice f every wind that blows : the con-
tending paffions of individaals. bke jarring ele-
ments without 3 ballance, will {oon reduce sll t¢

a {tare of anarchy, and inftead of a fyftem we
behmd a chaos.  Tyranny idelf is better than
this : and whatever dangers they have efcaped
in. avoiaing that Scvla—the Charybdis of con-
tufion 1nto which thev are falling wis not be lefs
fatal to all thar is dear : Urael groaned loudly
und-r Pharaoh’ {way—vet they had nct gorne
jar in their Journey from Eaypt, tiil by the per-
{u:fons of a murmuring p.mv they were on the
poinr of eleCting a leader ty pilot them back to
i-ar woufe of b ndage.

[r religing and virtue being on their fide en-
paged divine Providence to efudt a people’s dey
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liverance trom the jaws of {liverg—virtue and
religion thould not be forgotten wien the powe
er of the enemy can hurt thun no more : yet the
interetts of both, without a miracle, will languifh
and die in any nation where government feis no
guard upon th m:

To ict vp the judgment of the magiftrate ag
a'telt of trurh in matters of confcience and re-
lizihn—this is an event we heartily depre.ate-—
the very idea we confider with hovror ¢ trom this
fraitful wo nb have fproagyall perl-cutions—the
m> t monftrous birtas that have attonithed man-
k.nd—1nd this principlz admitted will jultify
th=m all.  Truth has legs of her own on which
~fhe travels, without any crutches of human elta-
blithments.  Religion has never been in more
diager of degenerating into a raree-thew than
whzoit (ubmitted to be modelled to che talte of
the itate,

W ieruer civil government may be permi.-
ted to inrermeddle in the affairs of the Church
at ali—aud if {0 how far it may gn—and where
it mat ftop—are quettions which tall not with-
in my meknt province—and if the; did, would
be better rererred (o the more judicious decifion
of the honorab'¢ Convention who haveitin charge
to deteraiee the matter., |

It feems not uareifonable however to exped&
that fame line of difli :ction fhould appear to be
drawn between the duties of a body conlidered
merely as a civid fociety—and thole of a civil fo-
icty of ohrijiiam » § mgu are chriilians while ina
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frate of nature, they will not ceafe to be fuch when
they enter into the connexions of members of foci-
ety—their religion s a portable ching--they muft
carry it with them into every relation they fuf-
tain in the world——religious men will therefore
be found, rcligious magiftrates and religious fub-
jedls, rchg:ous legiflators, and rehglous executors
of laws: the cords of love to God and man
will equally bind them in every condition : the
luppreflion of vice and impiety, and theen-
couragement and fupport of religion and virtue
will be their grard aim in every charalter: if a
number of individuals of this temper were to
affociate into one community, and forra a con-
ftitution for the government of it in the prefent
and all lucceeding 2gecy—and in that platform
fhould difcover no f) mptom of difference be-
tween theni- and a focicty of pagans or infidels
»-not a thark of diftintion between them and
atheaﬁs, generations to corie would be led o
fuflpect that on entcring fociety they had laid
down their profeflion.
- Nor can fuch a meafure be reconcﬂed to the
principles of {ound policy more eafily than to
«hc penius of the chriltian religion @ virtue and
piety zre pearly connelted-—married by heaven,
no man can divide them~-where impiety reigns
virtue is banifhed, and when fhe ta}res her de-
parture the ccmmu.nty has 1ol the fureft guar-
Aiae of nuhlic ¢ fucty . ihe fecunty of the body
35 the goverr:ment s charge~—that can never be
Sid where the reins ere laid on the neck of
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reen’s lufts, and immoralities are under no pub-
lic reftraint the lyllem of laws that affixes
no penalty to thefr, adultery, murder, and the
like enormuties, is juftly regarded as defignedly
open‘cg the wide@l door fr undoing the State:
nor is it eafv to fay why thefe thould be punifh-
ed whilft blafphemy and profaning the name of
God—whilft public mockery of his word, hig
day and his worihip, enjoy the {anétion of a
public licence 3 and for ought that appears, may
plead the . theleer of legal eftablihment. It 13
hard to inveflisate any ingredient in the acts re-
firained more trm; pernicious, than is the whole
nature of thofe that go free, unlefs we conclude
that the firit table of\ God’s law is not as bind-
ing and authoritative as the fecond—or that
obedicnce to the one exzculpates the breaches
of ihe other, or that killing the body is a grea-
ter crime thas dc(’croymg the foul; or in a
word, that every member may be ruined and
the community fafe, |
How far the condu&t of Jews fhould pafs
for a prccedent in civil concerns, 1 prefume not
now to enquire or determine: I am ot infen-
fible that the coming of the fubftance has freed
us from obligation to obferve the fhadow-
things that were typical of Umlt and bis work
mult nceds expire when that work was finithed,
but whether the civil and judicisl departmentzs
were, no lefs than the religious, filled up with
matters purely typical may perhaps admit of fome
debate 1 if theinipired examples recorded among
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them are, not only the langugage of revelation, but
the plain dictate of the law of nature too, | fee

not why 1n fimilar cales they fhould not be adop-
ted in every age ; and if they may in the caf: be-
tore us ti.ey will enforce the eftablithing of a go-
vernment whole aim fhall be to guard the public
fatety Neh. chap. xi. by fecuring the obfervance
of the law of God—and ma:ntaining the wor-
fhip and ordinances of religion in all the parity
of their firft appointiment jec chap. 1. 7, 8, 9 —
by breaking ofi ter ever all conncxion with fe-
cret and open enemies alike chap, xiit. ver 23
—238 and bringing all traiters to condign pu-
mfhment Neh xiil. 4—-g. and the exccutivn of

the plan fhall begin with a public thankigiving
for the goed obtained—a folemn dedicanon ot
cur ail to God—and the ereCtion of monuments
of our deliverance which thall remain undetaced
in azes to come. See chap aii.

APPLICATION,

Tue length to which this fubjeét has drawn
itfelt out, makes it unfeafonable now to purfue
one half the improvement which it might afford.
Hethatisverfed in the hiltory of the State we live
in, will pot need to Le told that the privileges
mentioned in prop. 4. were enjoyed by its inha-
bitants from their it Kttieoent, under fifieen
Governors, down to the mcmorable days of
Androfs——that, intoxicated by profperity, we
fadly declined in every attainment of religion
a=d virtue; and that, though this declenfion
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received a check by a remarkable effufion
of the Spirit ot Grace, and was frequently
threatned with partial ftrokes, yet the defec-
tion begun made alarming prog*‘f'; until gene-
rai ¢ z]&mlty burft on our heads in that entering
wed; e of tyramy-—-—»the American Stamp-Adh,

From that day to this we have clearly feen that
the defizn of the Court was to cruth and enflave
for even the A& which prohibits the exeicife——
is fucceeded by another which aflerts the right
of the Britith legifiature to bind the Colonies in
all cales whatioever :—rto get chis claim recogni-
zed by ourfelves, fome trifling duties were at ﬁn& .
demanded : and it was the altonifhment of all

the world—to fee a people fo divided in intereit
and prejudice fo generally united in a firm refq-
lutior to mar, at all hazards, the chain in the
forge.-—We were challanged to difpute on the
meri:s of the caufe—we found a champion in
the rxfpectabie FaArMER who routed our foes on
their own ground : and when the Sanballat of
the tine renewed the or{et—the General Court
took vp the gauntlet and out fhot that Rablha-

keh in his own bow,

It « m ~ot be denied that many of the chief
characters in every State have foliowed the ex-
amp‘e of the Nob .cs of Tekoa—and hence the
people, deprived of the counfel of their former
guides, were compelled, in many places, to throw
themf{elves into the arms of lezders equally un-
expericnced in the arts of policy asin the fcience
ef war : hence it will not be wondered if our
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firlt efforts were weak and fumbling ; and it fome
low minds fainted at knowledge thereof :—the
means of defence feemed far out of reach—iill
the duft of the earth fupplied ammm:cmn-—-th*
finervsof war appeared totally wanting, tili worn
cut fags became filver aind goldm-wht nour fifhe
eries were cut off we anxioufly faw our ftaple
demolifhed, but ty our furprize the fame power
that brought fhoals to Peter’s net condu&izd the
fifh to our harbours and wharves, and turned the
waves thar lathed our fhiores into falt” when we
needed it, to preferve them-—ihe tatutes which
menacad a general tamine by flopping the accefs
of foreign fupplies were urable to bottle the
¢louds of heaven—or divert the kind lnﬁw'nce
of the beams of the fun,

BLiND to the 1ntcrpo'"a! of heaven in our fa-
vor, our encmies made inift to buoy up theiv
hopes ticm everv imazioed miltzke in our mea-
fures ; while the name of Huzchinfon is remem-
bered it will not be doubted that we have had
our S8anbailat—our "Cobiah was furnithed in &
boafting Burgoj nc—infidious Tatnai’s were ne-
ver wanting whillt Caiiton’s and Tryon’s pafl
feffed the chair—Gefhem confetles himielf out-
‘done in the hoftile manceuvres of Clinton and
Howe : and fccretaries and commifMioners from
amongft ourfelves can fhew letters and plots—
that in nothing need yickito the Rehum and
Shimfhai of the Jewith day; whillt the fcen of
the nitions, whom the Britith Afpapperiia ior-
ted hicher for reafons of ftate, joined the uul
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mouthed pack in a general yell for hunting A-

merican liberty down,

By thele ‘*awth: arts already deferibed (prop
x) teen tred with like fgmt and hke cffeét
—taey have c.ri(;-,.l cut relxethon—they have ta-
ken blucle Lfts—bave profcribed and  exccuted
in idea the men they imagined to ftand moft in
their way,

Tre winifters of relizionhave been generally
heasty inthe publiccaufe : our enemies were not
infenfible that their taithful teftimony putiife in
the meafures vfed ia its fuppert—aand therelore
their perfons—rtheir names-—and retigion—and
the facred places where God’s worfhip was fixed
—became the principal butt of the keenelt ma-
lice of America’s foes :

WiiLst a Eugsene and Marlborough—a Guf-
tavus and Frederic—an Al xander and Cerfar as

a conftellation of heroes, have cenfpired v join
t‘wnr brightnels together to thuniinate the hemil-
phere of the ealtern contineni—ihe fi ngular care
of Ifracl’s God has refeived it for the elory of
this weftern world to give rife and meotion to a
itar of her own whuic luftre ccliples the beams
of them all.  Commanders that need not fear
compartfon with the heroes of antiquity, we fee
to b the produce ot eve:y State. But the A-
merican NEHEMIAH is anilluftrious work of
creating fkill deftined to grace the moft glarious
caufe—on the laft ftage where it can be pleaded :
what danger s he L-s faced—what fatigues ezdu-
red—how much he had ta forego, and how littls

G .
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to gain the future hiftorian will boreftly tell, anc
tnerefore T willingly pats in filepce whatic mignt
now irem flateery juftly to celebrate,

WHuEN the enemy’s hopes were in their re.
nith-—rchat the caufe of freedoin was crufned 1a
¢mbryo—-that our fpir'ts were funk, and our
nervesunftrung—and all our reliftance was come
to a period : tle who fitteth in heaven did laugh
and ny one touch ot his finger, at Saratega, did
dath the prefumpruous joy w the ground,

Tug chiet wonder of all 1s yet to be toid---
In the magnanimity of the generous MonarcH
or France Heaven has brought on the flage
the CYRUS ot the church in gofpel-tirn: s—u.
like his rife—his inipiration alike—the fame his
condut and the fame its effet : whiltk the reft
of the wartd ftood alvof and looked on—aind
Proteltant pwers, once in the jame cafe, like the
prielt and Levite fhunned cur criecs—behold tise
Samuritan hiftes tp our help——our wounds are
foften=. by his wine and his oyl,whilft his treaivre
is 1avithed to Anith our cure : does the biget
give credit to the tary’s tale—and dream it un-
jawlul to accept fuch aid ? fo might Ifrael bave
fpurned the Peifian’s offer and the temple of Ged
ftill remained in rubbith ! gratitude and piety wiil
not frand and gaze—-both will uniteto improve:
the favor~—while the example of each prompts
the other to cry “this is the Lord’s doing and
wondrous in our eyes.’

Struck and aftonifhed at this vnufual phee-
pomeron our foes thought it belt o fhift theis
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#ag and hnift friendly colours—negociations have
becn teigned —and the imagined omnipotence of
Englith gold has in vain b-en rried to its ne pius
u'tra—propolals of accommulation were pomn=-
p ufly made—-but the Rubicon was paffeds—therr
t:rms were inadmillible now—the baofhle and
baroarous doingsof their haads, ac the very ime
when the olive bianch was painted on toeir lips,
were {utfizient to rend the thin veil that dilgui-
fel chair intent.  America’s feelings foon tefti-
fied largely that if they fpake with Jacoby’s voice
their hands were truly tie hands of Efau. .
Tue fpirit of Sanballat breathed in all their
‘0ve tures—-ro amule the world and gain time for
toeir preparations—and thereby to draw us 1ato
a fnaie, at a time when no carthly friend thould
be neur enoughio ftretch forch a hand to pullus
0.t 2 that thele were the infidious defigas of their
parliamentary conceffions—minifle:ial motions
—phantaitic commiffions—and ¢ flying rolls’ we
may eaiily fee, if with them we compare the o-
ther manoeuvres prattifed, at the fame time, to
give them f{uccefs :—the bribing the Savages of
the wood £2 butcher the naked inhabitantsof our
fronticrs—and hiringthe negroes ot our tamilies
to embrue their haads in the blood of the houf-
holds that gave them their food—that the gold,
defigned to be freely favithed in feducing our pa-
triocs from their duty, might not r-turo like the
men who brought it, deipifed and rejected by all -
forts of mankind here :—the counterfeiring our
medium,and difperfing in every part of the coun-
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try, emifuries according to their own heart, em-
ployed 1a deb g and deftsovin Z s credit 1—
thefe, conjoine 3 wih the deeds ‘of hercifim where-
by the Britith airny were figualizod io the vari-
us parts of the lard thy Ql.!gh which they pafied,
and by wmca oo ther brave commarders rea-
ved laurels inwortit—in the fack of defencelefs
villagee—=ihe reducing to ath s every building
mev “coukl findd that was dedicated to the wor
p of Ificei’s er‘-—-—-m the plundering of heus
ﬁ.s-—-—-ﬂcahnu of live.i (\.K and 1n ahp.mﬂ and
frwhtmg the child and the mother who could
not ¢ up‘,w-—-?hw-*ll canfpire t2 affilt usin
pelling out the t:,~?r:1n<r of their languzge o flove,
Trrouvca ihe merciful hand of our God up-
on us the arms and thie arts of cur open foes have
been bitheno bo81:d and  defeated—the lttle
ciiecks we have [motimes met with s a fan-
puine hour—were but juft enough to !frep s
awakee—is caniionsrem beaven ot the fame kind
wi‘ic'n liras) of old had from the Amorite, thar,
fur that very pvrpo , were continued in the fand -
a—lcfl thie peopie heukl forget, or be exalted a-
bove meafurc-——every cne of them has been fra-
foriable and ferviceable tor—and whenever they
threatened fo proceed too far, the finger of God
has turaed the feale
Tuus have we been carried by unthought of
{ieps, through difficulties which would never have
bec taced if they had been forefeen, in near fightcf
the prize for which we have ron—to rife to a rank

ziong the mations on earth—and the bough that
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bears the golden apmle sems, at thiscrifis, to bend
pentiy dow n, and its {ruit to be dropping into our
}mnd—-—‘mr-—aull it not i) (‘.uh | —what triumph
and joy will it sffoerd to wur foes! and whattears of
our own can lamentit enongh | my tongue fauls
ters, and my heart akes whilit T aive it vent,—
the grand enemy of mankind has put off the fkin
of the roaring lion and in the tamer habit of
yelfifbnefs and extorticn now falks about eadiftur-
bed through town and country feeking whom he
may devour ! he has tzken the kevs ot our flores
and garters—rthe truits of our Alds are locked
up 1o his R eping—and by forbidding the due ufe
ot the blefling of one year, is prepaiing to ins
fl.¢t the okd curfe oa the ground in another, for
{eke of the finful hand thar tills it :—the pro-
ceeds of our voyages are laid down at hi feet
—our warcihoufes given in charge to his agents
—whiift their nesctul contents are rendered ufe-
I:Is by ungiaictul denial of the kindnefs of hea-
ven tiat has preferved and detended from foes
aind ftorms their interefls when floating on_the
face of the de: p-—--.md las wafted to our fhores
the ricoes of other clinies in greater abundance
than has been feen in any other year fince the
{vord was dra'vn and thus the {rourge is a plait-
ing that, br the means of arms or elements,
fhall correct the owners in a future attempt :
Axp fhall America be left to fall on her own
fiword when that of her enemy is broken to pie-
ces ¢ fhall we fight the battles of Britain with
our own hands which all the mercenaries of Eu-
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rope could not fight for her ? yes! it muft be
fo if this fpirit continues: QOur country is be-
trayed ! her liberty—the price of thz blood of
a long lift of patriot herces, muft be at laft
thrown down in the common highway, to be
feized by the firft who paffes by ! Should each
member of a human body refufe its labor in
fupplying the whole with food, merely becaufe
its fellow members fhare in the profir, and this
One cannot monopohze all to itfelf, full dearly
they muft pay for the extravagant with, when
too late they repent tke unnatural ffractice by
which each finds itleif finking in the ruin of alk
Equa”y unnatural is the fpiric of oppreffion
that is become the epidemie difeale ot the times
—and_equally pernicious are its effecas : 1 he
ciies of the orphan and the widow’s moun, the
juft complaints of the foldier and his houle
(which if not timely removed, do feriouily
threaten to leave our lines unmanned and our
GeneErAL deferted)—the groans of the poor
who, in the midft of plenty, are fett to perith—
the blood of our bLrethren fpilt in our fields, all,
all cry aloud for the vengcance ot heaven---all
orcach remedilefs ruin to the ungrateful people
who refule the relief they have in their power,
YEes, Sirs, thank heaven, it is yet in the pow-
er of the people to remove this alarming dil-
eafv, if town and country will at lalt awake to
the exercife of their fenfes and reaton, no longer
envy each other’s advantages, bui join hand in
hand in exerting their utmoft o retrieve the
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credit of our expiring currency, to ftrengthes
the hands of government, fupport its jult laws,
and vigoroufly purfue the work begun—-—if
they continue to build whilft any breach remains
in the wall; and whillt with one hand they ufe
the toal, with the other keep hold of the wea-
pon of war :—chearfully contribute what is ju/f
to the fupport of the Soldier, and to the difcharge
of the expence of the war, and if they turn out
with fpirit when the pubiic {afety needs the help
of their own arms ; if; to unanimity in the ufe
of fuch means, this people will join reformation
of manncrs, efpecially in the extortions of the
prefent day ; if, humbled before the Lord, they
repent of their fins which have drawn down and
prolonged their public diitrefs; if the prayer of
faith is perfeveringly offered, and the eye of this
Continent isto God for help RESTO-
RATION is not far oft; LIBERTY is near to
be eftablifhed— INDEPENDENCE is fixed on
a bafis immoveable—-heaven has pronounced the
firm decree, not all the powers of earth and hell
combined can hinder it to be executed. |
New England thus fhall fee once more her hal-
cyon days s her Judges as at the firft, her Coun-
{ellors as i the beginning ; even tyrants fhall own
the REvoLuTtion to be of the Lord—and afha-
med ot t~ir fecble oppofitions to it, thall give
over kicking againft the pricks—the fhade of our
fig-tree (hall give us repofe—we fhall worfhip
when none fhall make us afraid—the work be-

ing finifhed in the manner already marked out—y
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and the improvement mace which (as in Prop,
XV.)even Chriftiars wizht learn of a Jewdn
School—America will be Tmmanvuel’s land—
the feat of his kinzuom nli the fan fhdl fade,

Ir you my bretiiien, of your denr polieriy ex-
pe& 1o thare in tins blifsf) ~rofpeér, remeniber
ir muft be on the fame terms on whichacis offer-
ed to the land in gencral—ecually aclive in the
guilt that brought down the Tudygments of hea-
ver-—you mult be equally altive tcon the re-
pentance and rcfermation that muft pave the way
for the removal of them——ramiiy religicn, and
perfonal piety, muft lead on the ciicrts in the
public caule, by which yeu have heretofere at
leaft kept pace, and 1 hepe will frem Benceforta
fet the example of patrictiim and public viiiue
to Town and Country in your vicinity. ——2Xut
Newbury-bar mull roc be fet vp as Newour; s
God,—nor rac @ it becoefted as ter grand e
terce; the prowllion it gives 1s faintand preca-
rious—by how many methods can flighted hea- |
ven blalt the creature-confidence, ard convines
the moft ftupid ot the foos of men of the oy
arnd madnefs of the common. practice of for'a-
king the fountaiin of living wat.rs-——and newing
out cifterns that cn hold none.

F I N 1S



	Nehemiah_or_The_struggle_for_liberty_never_in__Early_American_Imprints_Series_1_no._16379__1779 (1 of 2)
	Nehemiah_or_The_struggle_for_liberty_never_in__Early_American_Imprints_Series_1_no._16379__1779 (2 of 2)



