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INSTRUCTION |
FROM . ¥R
GRAVE, %,

"\ 7IEWING the poor remains of those who once were dear

to us, a truth, important to be remembered, sounds in
the ear, and impresses the heart—% Man that is born of a v"vo-'
* mai), is of a few days, and full of trouble,—~He¢ cometh
¢ forth as a flower, and is cut down-—He feeth also as ashadow,}
¢ and continueth not.”” He walks in a vain skow. The Pa.
geant moves forward, and disappears—The sort takes the place
of the father, this generation of the former generatibn;—
Where is Adam and his immediate descendants 2 Noah and the
first settlers of the earth? The thousand thousands who were
members of the Babylonidn, Persian, Grecian and Roman
empircs? They have passed. The place which once knew
them, knows them no wore. Their names are erased from

the catalogue of the living.

I look upon the body of a departed friend :—1It is a lump of
cold and inanimate clay; a substance vile and perishable ;
which the worm shall devour, corruption shall waste, and
time reduce and wear out. But the spirit, the inhabitant of
that body :—Is it also a lump of cold and inanimate clay ; a
substance vile and perishable ; which the worm shall devour
corruption shall waste, and time reduce and wear out ?—No ;
1t is an immaterial and immortal substance ; a fire which shal}
never be extinguished. Like him, whose image it originally
bore, it possesses an endless existance. But where the sympe
tom of 1ts presence here ?—It is not here. Having escaped
from the earthly prison, and burst 2sunder the oppressive fetter,
it has returned to God, who assigns to each separate spirit hig
place and portion in the unseen country to which it has

removed.
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This world is not intended for a final abode : We are here
in ascjourning state.  Eighty years are the boundaries which
few reach, and very few exceed. Must all die? And may
they die at any stage of life, and under any circumstances?
Can there be no exception? May. not pleas be urged to delay
tle stroke, or ward it entirely ofl 2 Can youth and beauty—
the affetionate heart, and amiable manners—conduct so affa-
ble, so picus, so kind, as to excite in friends, acquaintan.
ces, and even strangers, the most endearing attachment, be of
noavail?! Must such be cut off, and leave a blank on
carth #—Yes—The decree is gore forth, and cannot be al-
tered. ¢ Dust thou art, and to the dust thou shalt return.”
But why repine?  Is not infancy prcferabls to the preceding
state?  Isnot the improvement gradual until we attain a state
of wanhcod? And does improvement stop here ?  I'bink not
so meanly of your de:tination, The present state when most
Improved, isthe beginning only of existence. Atdeath we spring
into life ; what is mortal is throwu off, and what isimmortal
:cmains. The Christian who has escaped has a great advantage
over those whom he has left behind, Heis in a better world ;
a spirit made perfe&t ; associated with celestial beings.—
But we are in a wilderness ; imperfedt creatures ; associated
with a world Jying in wickedness. Take shelter from tle
storoy blast under the Redeemer’s shadow.  Believe the Gos.
pel—1It teaches you both how to live, and how to die—It
abates, for the present, the severity of trial ) and secures, for
the future, approbation and triumph,

Hope and fear, forebodings of good and evil, excited in a
manner we know not how, sometimes rouse tle scul aud leave
indelible impressions,  Are not these evid:nces ot the natl.vc
dignity of the soul, which anticipates a separate state with
different feelings, asthe views of an agreeable or gleomy na-
ture are more or less distin&,  Warning was once given dur-
ing public worship :~—¢ Some within hearing shall soon be
« summoned hence , let them prepare for that summons.”:-—-
Tlose who preside in woiship, may safely on all occasious give
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such warning, and in the same language. We are always in
danger. Decath eyes his prey, and waits for the permission
only to seize withcut distinétion whusoever may be put withe
in his power. 1'he warning might have been given on geueral
principles, without pretending to a prophetic spirit ; but it
struck conviction upon the itind of one who was young, heal-
thy, and amiable.—I am the person—1I shall soon sicken and
die ! She was not mistaken : her days indeed were numbered.
Soon after she did sickenand did die. The death of this amiable
youth excited in a companion feelings uncommonly strong and
tender. It reached her very heart. She considered her own
departure as at hand ; and, after a short interval, also
disappeared. Thls was an eventful period to the young. A
sharp blast sweeping the field, withered many opening flowerss
The two who were gone, had been the intimates and compas
nions of a third, who one night in a dream beheld an en-
chanting place, where were a company of blooming virgins
arrayed in white, happy beyond expression, among whom
her late fiiends were recognized, who beckoned for her to
come and join their company. The dream was repeated, leave
ing the strongest assurance of what the event verified, that she
should no longer remain in the mortal state. In each of these
instances there was an anticipation of an immediate removal
from this to another world, How comes the mind by such
anticipations 7 Not by 1eflection, for the impulse by which
they are produced was sudden ; not from sympatly, for 1t was
felt in retirement; not from an over-heated imagination, for
it operated in the coolest moments. I am apt to. think that
sorze friendly spirit makes these impressions, to prepare the
sou. for the hour of trial.

'Those wlio are conversant with scenes of sickness and of
dcath, must have observed the different behaviour of persous

of different charaCters at that awiul period.

Ignorance and error, especially when wilful and obstinate,
divest the attention from approaching ruin, ‘1 have
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‘¢ been a good neighbour and a good citizen,” is sometimes
the language, wiien the fact was that they had little to boast of
in these respe@s. “ Iknow no considerable failure in any of
¢ the relative duties ; I owe no man any ill-will; I cannot
doubt of being perfe@ly safe.”  What a miserable dependence !
No account is made of their duty to God, or should they
have engaged in cccasional adts of worship, a spiritual and a
Fure mind never once was thought of.-—How ignorant such
are of themselves ; how ignorant of what God’s law demands !
Sure!y they take shelter in a refuge cf lies. It is expressly
declared concerning even attainments 1o which they can have
no pietension, ¥ Except your righteousness shall exceed the
 righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no
¢* case enter into the kingdom of heaven.*

Persons who have broken asunder the bands of religion, and
cast these cords frem them ; who have supprest the admoni-
tions of conscience, and resisted the strivings of God’s spirit;
indulging in an ireligious, dissipated, prophane ccurse, have
been known to brave itto the last ; jesting with serious things
at the intervals of ease ; or, blaspheming the God of Heaven
under their torments. Such cases have fallen under my own
notice, and a more striking resemblance cf what may be sup-
pased to occur in the regions of despair could not be exhibited
on carth. Such a wretch accused the providence of Ged, that
being in health, he was poor, but amassing riches, sickness
prevented him from enjoying that wealth on which he had set
his heart. 1 have seen such, whospake with the utmostlevity
of future things, giving the ficlions of the Heathen a preference
to the discoveries of the Christian ; and wasting the hours in
which they ought to have prepared tor death, iu speculations of
the most wild and romantic kind.  Awake ed, for a moment,
to better thouybts by excruciating pan, the expressions were
rash and presumpruous.—* To what purpose is all this: were
‘1 recovered to wonted healthy T shculd lead the same lite 1
¢ have hitherto led.” Hearts so unrelenting are uncommon-—
Instances of this kind are permitted te occury that the invete:
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tacy of a sinful course, and its fatal consequences, might be
brought fully in view. It fuifils the scriptures, that sivners
grownold in sin, are accursed.  Being joined to their idols,
they are let alone. They rush heediessly into eternity, and
will believe no danger before they awake in hell,

The evil day, ard the year in which men Fave no pleasure,
generally strikes terror to the heart. ¢ Where,” was the dying
exclamation of one who had lived without God in the world,
‘Where,’ (amazement was visible in his countenarnce) ‘O Where
am I now going \"~—Scarce had these agonizing expressions
escaped, when he was no more. Some feel that by guilt the
penalty of a broken law isincurred, The day of grace has
been abused—the accepted time has passed over without im-
provement. Bitter is the complaint—¢ My obduratc heart
“ will not now relent ; I have provoked God’s spirit, and he
% is gone ; I resisted his striving with me, and he will strive
“ with me no more. Horrible! inexpressibly horrible! —for me
¢¢ is reserved the blackness of everlasting darkness !” To wit.
ness such distress, expressed in such language, may well soften
the bardest heart, and awake the most tender sympathy., But
alas! When God has given up a sinner, unavailing is every
effort for his relief. It is seldom that a case so desperate ever
occurs, and when 1t does occur, it is meant to warn survi
vors against trifling with serious things, ot putting off the mo.
ment of mercy, whichy when once passed, can never be
recalled.

Many who have abused the best and most improved natural
powers to revile the religion of Jesus,and overwhelmits professors
with contempt, have found their opposition 1ecoiling with irresiste
ible violenze upon themselves. Julian, the apostate, was compel-
led, with a relu&ant heart, to exclaim, in his expiring momentss
“ Thou hast cvercome, O Galilean,” His haughty sprit
was « verawec—the king of Zion, whom he madly opposed,
now ruled him with a rod cf iron, and dashed him in pieces as
a potter’s vessel,  Voltaire, who prostituted his life to the ser-
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vice of infidelity, is generally believed, when dying, to have
sought ease from uipbraidings of mind, which he could not
bear, in the most childish and unwarranted superstitions.
Among the multitudes whose irreligious, loose, and daring
principles have exposed them to the most intolerable agonics,
some liave at thelast, not only confessed their folly, but have
become real converts to that religion which it had been the bu.
siness of their lives to ridicule and to pervert, Of this class
was the celebrated Roclester,—Light broke in upon his
mind , bis whole nature was changed and san@ified ; over him
the grace of God gaineda complete and a glorious triumph.

A sudden death surprises the best, and awakes their fears
and apprehensions before the mind can colle& its force, and
wield with efficacy the Christian armour, Their sun has been
known to set in darkness, even when there was every reason
to believe that it should arise unclouded in a better world.
Flesh and blood are apalled at the unexpeQed approach of the
Ling of terrors. It requiresa mind strengthened by the power
cf God, and borne vp by the faith and hopes of the gospel, to
meet death with becoming decency and composure.

Instances might be produced of persons of the strongest
minds, venerable for their years and charaller, their office and
public services, who in the close of life have been cast into a
furpace exceedingly heated ; tossed with temptation ; buffetted
by Satan ; and dreadfully harrassed, - The struggle has been
severe, tedious, and doubtful ; bnt they overcame, through the
blood of Jesus; and with brightened countenances and trie
umphant hearts have retired to that rest which remains’ for the
people of God.

I believe it will universally be found, tha¢ distint ard im.
pressive views of the yrace of the gospel, which have been im-
proved, and are firmly relied upon, never fail of smoothing
the passage through the gloomy vale, and procuring a complete
conquest over the fears of death, Many witnesses confirm
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this trutb. I thallsingle out two, as sufficient for my present
purpusc.

. LIS
An officer of the British drmy, of a volatile dlspoglgm’ and
dissipated turn, was taught ‘'wisdom in the schoel of aﬂhéhon
Sickness of two years continuance; was the mean used by God
Yo bring him to a sober mind. In an interesting conversation
with him a little before his death, he expressed the UtMost gbe
horrence of his former ‘tourses, and full reliance on the mercy
of God. When demarnded what ground he had for such relie
unce, he¢ €urnestly replied—the promise of God, pledged to
ginners in his word. He was in some perplexity concerhing
the naiure of the new birth. Assured that aversion at sin §
that breathings after holiness ; that hope in God; were certain
evidences of the change which that metaphor is intended to
represent 3 and that the spirit of God alone could . excita such
aversiondi—such breathings—such hope. He was much reliey.
td, possessing these evidences of a renewed nature ;. and cone

tinued in a calm, hopeful, devout.frame, until he expired,

That promising youth, OrLivEr DemiNe WELMAN,. of
Bermuda, whose death has suggested these refieions, died i
such a manner as shews that the grace of God can loosen the
attachment even of the young to thislife, and.introduce tbem

In triumph to the hite to come. y

We are all naturally in a state of enmity to God, neither
wbjc& to his law, nor until that change spokes of in scripture
(as a conversion, a new birth, a reswurrection from the dead)
takes place through the energy cf God’s spirit, ever likely to
be so. Where a torrupt bias has received no effe@ual restraine
or that restraint has been overborne ; where men have ag.
quired habits of forgetting God, of induiging the flesh, and
Toving the wosld } and these habits have béecome strong and
invetetate, I cannot for a moinent doubt, whether such n.ay

not be able to give an exaét account of the period when some
B .
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suggé§ticn, some word of pewer, some awful providence stopt
them in their nad career, and turned their feet into the patht
of . peace : But children brought yp-in the nurture and adincs
nition of the 'Lord ; whe have listened to instruion, and. put
it in pradtice, may find the principles and tendercies of nature
contrary.to a life of godliness gradually renioved, and upposite
principles and tendencies fully established. “I'he triumphs of
grace areas evident in cases of this kind as in any other,—
Such grow up-as calves in the stall; their delight in Ged,
and trust in the Saviour; their love of holiness, and good-will
to 'l men; are evidences to themselves and to others, ofa more
unquestionable kind than what can possibly arise - from the
stroagest bedily affedlion, that they are the sons- of God and
the heirs of ‘Heaven. 1 believe this to have been piecisely the
case of that amiable youth of whom Ispeak. The blessing of
God upon the teligious education which he had enjoyed, and
upca.his unpiovement thereof, eficdicd ihai great change in
his heart and life so essential to his entering into the kingdom
of Heaven. Religion, trom his infancy, had taken full pos-
aessio of his ‘mind : Never was he known to negle@ prayer to
God moarning or evening : He striltly observed the Sabbath ;
and took pleasure in public 'worship.—His Lfe, unstained by
prevaibiog vices,” was engaging: and exemplary. No wonde;
that Le was the darling of his parents, and in favour with all
" who knew him. He had for many months been in a declining
state of heakh; which excited a peculiar concern for his eter-
pal welfare.: - He wes sensble that he must be renewed and

sanétified before he conld get to Heaven, without being able

to pronounce that thiswasindeed the case. The Christian frame ig
variable. Thecemfort ofreligion,even whereit basreal possession
of the soul, may .not always be enjoyed. Was Isaiah . over.
whelmed at the discovery of the Divine Majesty—¢ Woe is
me; Iam undcne; I am aman of unclean lips” ? Did David
pray. "‘. Create in, ufe a clean bheart O God ; renew a riglst spi-
rit within we”?  Did Peter excldim, in terror, ¢ Iam asinful
man” ?—And the apostle Paul use the utmost caution, diffi-

dently referring  himself to the fnal decision of Ge'
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without presuming to rest on his own—% With e
(his worfs are remarkable) « With me it isa very smalf
ihing that I should be judged of you, or of man's judgment
yed l judge not mine own felf, but he that judgeth nie' is
Ged”?  And can we be surprised, keeping in mind the per-
plexities with which the most distinguished of God’s children
have on trying oecasions been oppressed, thatothers whose at-
tainments are by no meanssoeminent, should enter the valley and

shadow of death with a trembling heart and misgiving thouglits,

Sad indeed were the last days of our dear young friend. —
By -tle bursting of a blood vessel, attended with great difticul-
ty in breathing, which rendered it impossible to rest by day or
by night, he endured excruciating Péin in body, whilst his
mind was a prey to gloomy and painful apprchcnsnons. At’
every interval of ease he was entirely engaged with divine
things, receiving with gratitude and advauntage great assistance
from the conversation and the prayers of his worthy pastor.’
So submissive was he ta the will of his Heaveuly fatheér, that
the mcst agonizing pain produced no complaint, nor even' the
least murmur. “L'he night previously to his departure he en.
jeyed a refreshing sleep, and began to bredth freely. He
awoke in a composed praying frame, continuing in constart
prayer for some hours. God did pot % hide his face from him,
but when he cried unto him he heard.” It wasthe momentof
triumph. No longer was he harrassed with perplexity, nor’
assaulted with tempration.  The love of God filled his soul—
Death lost all his terrors.  He was even anxious to be gone,
exclaiming “Come Lord Jesus, come quickly ; I would not
rcmain or earth for ten thousand worlds !*

The tears of his parents drew his attention.—He put’ one
band on each, and embracing tham, said ¢ Do not weep; I
carnot weepy, 1 am full of joy. X bhave no pain.=Is this
death? 1Isthis dying2 I never felt better in allmylife. In
a Jittle time I shall see you both again.” He took an affec.
tionate leave of lLis friends who were present, reminding them
of their duty ; and desired in parting with his little favourin
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picce (Mary Wardlaw Muir) that she shoﬁld convey his love

to his absent sister, and bis hope of meeting her in a better
world.

After shutting his eyes for a moment, he sprung up, ex.
claiming ¢ Oh I saw the man coming for me, but.l have lost
sight of him ; he will soon return ! In prayer 1o God, and
in his praises, he continued, until being entirely exhausted, he lay
down; and, with his eyes fixedon Heaven,and his lips i.» motion,

without the least groan or struggle he went to etrernal rest,

This awful, pleasing scene, made impressions on the he.
bolders, which cannot soon be forgotten, Their tears were
tears of joy. The presence of God brightened the countenan-
ces of the friends of Jesus ; controuled the violence of natural
affetion, and abashed the king of terrors, who fled in dismay
foiled even by a stripling opposing him in the name of the
Prince of Peace, Heaven appeared to have descended upon
€arth, Al and each were ready to sing the new song—e
% Thou art worthy, for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us
by thy blood ; out of every kindred, and tongue, and people,
and nation.”

The different fa&ts which I have now stated, without any
disguise or exaggeration, strongly establish some important
tiuths,

Are we not so constituted, that none can get clear of appre-
hensions that the soul shall survive the dissolution of the body,
ahd exist in a scparate state? ()f these apprehensions, the
most iguorant and the best informed ; persons of regular and -
irregular lives ; by whom a scparate state is desired,
and by whom it is dreaded, cannot entirely divest theme
selves, They may for a time deride these apprehensions, and
in the darkness of vain speculation loose sight of them ; bnt
the hour of danger, and the moment of death, spoil their
mirth, and convince them to their terroy of a truth which they
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have anxiously attempted te evade, and to keep outof view,
It 15 impossible any can ever be assyred that what is so agree.
able to the natural desires of the soul ; what has been univere
sally admitted by men of all nations, and in every age, and is
confirmed by the whole weight of scripture, is, or can be ei-

ther false or nugatory.

Few, perhaps none, are able entirely, and at all times, to.
resist the dread of death, Death is clothed with terrors which
discompose, stagger, and overwhelm the most hold and reso-
lute. The law of God arms death with that sting, the poison
whereof drinketh up the spirit.  The innccent are fiee from
alarm, but none of the sons of Adam are innocent. Fear is
the offspring of guilt ; and guilt, in a greater or lesser degree,
is attached to the best on earth. Hezekiali, at the appioach
of death was oppressed, and in great bitterness; and the Dis-
giplesin j-opardy felt dreadful consternation, callingupon Jesus, '
#¢ Master, Master,“we perish !” Through fear of death, some
are all thelr life-time subje& to bondage, The sinfulness of
our pature, and the infirmities of which God’s own people are
conscioys, leave them often a prey to uneasy, and even agoe
.nizing feelings.~=These feclings are common, with others, to

. jpersons of the strongest minds, and of the most upright ¢on.
Y dud; They arise from the imperfetion of the human charace
ter, and cannot be avoided whilst any degree of imperfe&tion
remains. In most instauces the first approaches of death are
teriible. Itis not against flesh and blood we then wrestle,
but against principalities and powers, against the rulers of the
darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high
places, we need the whole armour of God that we'inay be able
to withstand, in the evil day. Girded with truth, and defend-
ed with righteousness ; shod with the-preparation of the gospel
of peace, and sheltered under the shield of faith ; wielding
the sword of the spirit, which is the word of God ; amd pray-
ing always with all prayer, the enemy shall not prevail: Oin-
nipotence on our side shall oveppower any force, however migh
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ty, however numerous, however ariful, which can be brought

BZainst use

" Thereis a time to die, to which we are all appointed, We
totter on the brink of the grave, and may any moment full in,
A vast proportion cof the human race are cut off in infancy,
great numbers in youth, many in manhood, and a few after
having reached extreme o!d age. Numbering our days,
let us apply our hearts to wisdom, prepare for the evil day,
and for the year when you can expedl nc pleasure.

To infants no instraction can be given. It may not, how-
ever, be unreasonable, to bring in view some passages of scrip-
ture, from whence parents, mourniag the loss of their in.

p _

Lornt At vmaer Jawivin Lawa MM tnt mmanne that nncearP cee
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‘

¢ The promise is to you and #o your children.” To Christ, fore-
told from the beginning, andin the fulness of tume accom-
plishing the work which he had undertaken, ¢ 7The promise,”
a term often used in the New Testament, is generally appli.
cable. In him the promises are yea, and amen—with him the
new covenant has been established ; and through him, as the
channel, the blessings thereof flow to our guilty race, That
he should be made flesh, and dwell among us ; that he should
die, and rise again ; that the Holy Ghost, in consequence of
his death and resurre&ion, should descend and abide with men
on earth, surprising them with Lis gifts, and enniching them
with his grace, is ¢« Fhe promise” immediately spoken of in
the passage which I have now produced. Had not Christ in-
terposed in our behalf, the whole human race, without any
exceprion, root and branch, infant and adult, young and old,
bad inevitably perished—But his death revives cur hopee—
Were infants incapable of receiving benefit from his death,
none of them could be saved. But the thought is equally ab-
horrent to scripturey asitis to every tender feeling, Christ,
the unspeakable gift of God, and the immediate subject of the
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promises, is the savicur of the child, as well as of the parert,
Children have been considered in the covenant of grace, and
prowision has been made for their renovation and happiness,
and they are admitted to i)aptism; in token of this delightful
truth, that the blood of Jesus has efficacy to wash away their
origiual guilt, and his spirit to fcﬁew and san&ity their na.

tures.

What says the Lord by’ the prophet Jeremiali? He says,
“ A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation arid bitter weep-
“ ing ;' Rachel wzeping for her chil lren, refused to by come
¢ forted for her children, because they were nots .. Thus saith
« the Lord—+¢ Refrain ‘thy voice from weeping, and thine
& eyes from tears | for thy work shall be rewarded, saith the
“ Lord, and they shail come agaiu irom the land of the ey,
s And there is hope in thine end, saith the Lord, that thy

¢ thildren shall come agzin to theit own border.”

Does God notice and reward the care with which parents
watch over their infant charge 2 Is death an enemy who has
led them captivetoaglrmy land ! But is it nst here promi.
sed that they shall be rescued from the hand of the enemy,
and put in possession of that immortality, the inheritance ori.
ginally intended for Adam ard his sons? In hopes that thkgs
promise shall be accomplished, let the afflicted parent refrain-
her voice from weeping, and her eyes from tears.

When Job recovered his losses, it is particularly marked
that all his stock was doubled but he continued as before to
have seven sgns and three daughters, of which the Jewish
commentators give this accqunt—that his chnldrcn, although
dead, were not lost as his other possessions were, but would

in due time be restored to him again.

Ascured that infants are thouglht of in the covenant of grace,
and shail escape from the power of death, let not parents momrn
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ks those who have mo hope, but without a mirmiring  word
tomply with the command of the graciots Red?emcr—-'-“ Suffer
the little children to come unto me, and forbid them not, fo?
of such is the kingdom of Heaven,”

It may be ip pity to the human sacé; that such a proportion
are removed in infancy, whereby they are secured against
temptation, and escape the multiplied sorfows under which
survivors groan. Few and evil are men’s days on earth, attend.
+d with trouble, and hastening t6 a periods Is there no hiding.
place from the wind, nor covert from the tempest ; no rivers of
water to relresh the dry ground, not great rock under whose
shadow we mady take shelter in a weary land ?=Yes ; the Lord
Tesus Christ is to men that hiding-place from the wind, and
;:overt from the tempest § the rivers of water which refresh the
dry ground, and the greatrock under whose shadow we may
take shelter in a weary land. The work of righteousness, in
tonsequence of his spirit poured upon uws from on high, is
peace, and the «ffe& of righteousness, §uietness, and assurance
for ever. His people dwell in a pedceful habitation, and in
sure dwellidgs, and in quiet testing-places.

That gratéy which the scripture unfolds, illustrates, and
enforces the procuring cause of peace on earth and good will
towards men, alone can controul our fears, give support in
the day of trial, and at last afford a complete triamph over sin
and death. The statement in scripture on this subje& is per-
fely plain, but through the natural darkness and pride of the
heart it is not discerned ; nor will men receive as a favour
what they would demand as a réward, The prevalence of
such darkness and pride is the leading charadteristic of the un.
regenerate ; but upon the regenerate, light breaks forth, and
they yield the most entire and cheerful submission to the will of
God. Thisis the precise boundary between the kingdom of
Satan and the kingdom of Christ, HgrE a state of nature
ends=—THERR a state of grace begins,
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God entered into engagements. with: his.own. son, let the
:on assype bumam patare; dn that naturé let him give
obcdlcncc to the law which men had transgressed ; and subinit
to death, the penalty of trangressior. : The offender, through
bis werit and energy shall be forgiven, shall be renewed, and
again put in full possession of that unmortality which he had
forfecited. The son complied with his engagemaents,. and
claims as his reward, that the guilty may be rescued from rus
in; Ris claim is admitted, and all power in heaven and on
earth.is entrusted with him,. that he may carry his kind designs
into complete effe@®. His Gospel is addressed to all the world,
inviting and commanding each of the human race to trust in
him for.salvation : .~ W henever this invitation and this comn-
mand is listensd unto, and compiied with, men are as cervain cf’
mercy and of grace as the word and the oath of God can make

th&no .-

That-a divine power 18 necessary to incline and to strength-
en nan to listen to the invitation, and to obey the command
on which their safety depends, is not to be denied ; but such
grace is afforded to all men as improved, would issue in their
complete 1ecovery, and shall render their final reje@ion of the
gospel altogether imexcusable. —God’s spint in this view is
said to surive awvith the wicked ; light . is afforded tliem in dit.
ferent degrees; they are restrained from running all the lengths
to which they vould o:herwise proceed in an evil course—~but
resisting the striva:7s o’ God's spirit; shutting their eyes
against the light ; and breaking through every restraiug, they
are given up of God, and left to wonder and to perish,

May not the circu nstances of the Antediluvians, with whom
God's spirit strove for many years ; of Herod the King, who
was inclined to hear gladly the instrucions of Jobhn the baptist,
and to do many things in conformity to these instruions ; of
shose Hebrews who received not only . the miraculous gifts af
: G

-—
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the Holy Ghost, but were also so far illuininated, that for a-
time they took pleasure in the truths of the gospel, and felt thei?
influence on condu® ; may not these circumstances be reco],
letted 2s an illustration of this subje@ 2 Notwithstanding the
advantages arising from warning and forbearance ; from divine:
influences and divine grace ; from clear light and full convic-
tion—they persevered in an evil course; grew worse and
worse ; and finally apostatized from the faith. Shall net the
grace, which through their perversion and abuse was received

in vain, leave them specchless when arraigned before the ber
of God ?

¢ Meditation and prayer ; reading the word, and attending the
ordmanccs of divine appointment , attempts to do well, begun,
followed up, and persevered in; mark the path of duty in which
alone we can expe& the divine blessing, and the commaunica-
tions of grace which are of an effe@ual and saving nature.—-
Proceeding in this path, it shines more and more, unto the
perfe& day ; our own demerit and weakness becoine evident ;.
leading us to ascribe every geod disposition, and every good
4€t to the spirit of God, and to place the most ﬁrm and entire
dependence on the great Redeemer,

‘The new nacure is gradually unfolded in a humble and spi-
ritual, a loving and obedient, a patient and submissive tem.
per ; reuouncing all merit on our part, and giving to the Re-
deener the whole glory of rescuing and of saving au undone
criminal from deserved ruin. By. whatever means men aie
brought 1o rest on Christ for salvauon, when this once

becomes the cheeful and resolute adt, 1tas attended with peace
and with sufety.

Hopes derived from our own feclings, or our own exertions ;
from any affeétion of body, or any frame of mind ; from what
we eitler hiave done, or can do, shall most assurcdhr disap,
poiut us ; our feclings are varigble and our cXeitious fecble 3
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the affeQions of the body and the frame of the mind often de~

pend on circumstances which have no immediate conne&tion

with religion ; or which, at least, cannot evidence its seat in

the heart ; nothing we have done, or ever can do, either me.

it the favour of God, or are anequivolent for eternal life, -
Men deceive themaclves who depand in whole or in part, on

any or on all of these things, to procure acceptance: They

build on a foundation of sand ; and, to use the Apostl&’s

language, are ¢ fallen from graee.” But hopes derived from

Chsios alene cannotmake men ashz sed iasidio-power, his faith.

fulness, his grace, are ever the same :—He changeth not :.
Great is their consolation who fly to him as their refuge :—
God is reconciled to them ; Sin has lost its dowinionr over

them: Death has no sting to injure them—Nor thc grave
power to detain them prisoners.— 1t is Christ’s will, that where--
ke iz, there they shouid be alse.

-

Pretensions, however plansible, are much to be suspelled.
which contraét the miagd and alienate the affeQions; exciing
violent attachment 1o this or that separating names
whilst love waxeth cold,—Such aét as men ;. and have no evi.
dence to themsclves, and give none to the world that they are-
spiritual.  The faith of Christ, uomixed with human infirm.
ity, unites all hearts in the strongest manner ; whilst this
is not the case, it ehews that the best are 3andtified ia part on-
ly : But let Christians go on to perfedtion, as they advance,-
the heart will enlarge, and burn with love to all men, especi-
ally to the houschold of faith.

A steady-reliance on Christ is what alone can support the dy-
ing, and introduce them in trivanph toabetter world. Menin
danger catch at any thing ; but they are lett in perplexity and.
terror until they give all up, andiest on the rockotages. This
may accounc tur the darknessand suspence in which the dying are
often held : They enquire after their faith and repentence ;: This
adt of ubedienice, or that, 1o whick they may attach seme meris
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ard in which t_hejr ™may pl';icc»some*co;iﬁdene'e ¢ Jtisthe Jand
stroggle with the body’ of sin #nd deatli ; for hewener necessary:
faith, ‘repentence, and new obedience bey they.are .not bur sa~
viours 3 -where they do- existy they are given from God, aod
ought to excite -our gratitude 3. but must not .be -offered-as
price to procure the reward. It is the triumph: of -grace- to

bring us off from all dependence on these, to depead en him
who loved us ranid washed us-from our-sins in his'blood : The

moment that thisis effeGted; the Christian shouts for joy ; he

stands on firm ground ;- he is equally- sheltered against. the ac-

cusations of his own mind, or the condemning sentence of the
broken law. Great is hs canfidence :~¢¢ If God be for usy
 who can >+ against us? He that - spared not his own son,

¢ but delivered lim up for us all, how; shall he not with him

“ alsofreely give usali things? ‘Who shall lay any thing to

“ the charge of God's elect ? Itis God that justifieth, Who

“ is he that condemneth ? It is LChrist that died, yea, rather

% that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God,

“ ‘who also maketh intercession for us. Who shall separate

“ us from the iove of Clirist ? Shal] tribulation, or-distress, or

 persecution, or' famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword ?

ut'As'it 1s written, ¢ For thy sake we are kiiied 'all the day

“ long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter,’—

‘%" Nay, in all these things weare more than conquerors, through -
‘¢ him that loved ;us, For I am persuaded, that ncither death,

- % qor lifé, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor

 tHings present, nor things to come, nor height, nor deptk

% any other crearure, shall be able to separate us from th¢

% love of God which is in Christ Jesus our-Lord.?” |

FINIS





