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A

S ERMON
PREACHEb ON THE DAY APPOINTED FCR A

GENERAL FAST.

GENESIS XLIX, 14, 135.

“ Ifachar is a firong Afi, couching down betaveen two
“ burdens. Andbe faw that reff was geod, and the
“ land that it was pleafant ; and bowed his fboulder
““ 0 bear, and became a fervant unto tribute.”

J ACOB on his death bed called his fons together, that
he might unfold their future deftination. It was an
early roinien that good men whea dying, faw far into
futurity. The opinion probably originated from the
prophcﬁc fpirit, with which at that period, the patri-
archs were endowed. Jacob forcfaw that his fons would
rife into confideratien ; from each a tribe fhould fpring ;
the allotment of each, and their national chara&enflic
were diftin&ly foretold.

1 fhall through divine affiftance, take a general view
of the allotment and chara&teriftic afcribed to each
tribe, infilting particularly on the allotment and cha-
ra&eriftic afcribed to the tribe of Iffachar, and fhall
then thew what inftru&ion the fubje&t affe:ds for our
reproof and correétion.

" Reubea, wnftable as water fhould not ex-
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cel.  Little is reeorded of this tribe, either great or
dignified ; they were inferior in number and in power
their charalter affigned them a fecondary rank.

Simeon and Levi affociated in wickednefs, were
divided in jacob, and fcattered in Ifracl—they had no
inheritance of their own, but lived among the other
tribes. The one were employed in the fervices of the
temple, the other in teaching the young. |

The tribe of Judah poffeffed like a lion undauntey
courage, they were terrible to their enemies, repeated
vitories deterred the invader, and commanded fecurity
and peace.

Zcbulon was the father of a commercial tribe, at-
tached to bufinefs, and enjoying a fituation favourable
¢0 their views.

Dan, as a {>rpent, was more f{ubtle than valorous,
Gad placed on the fronticrs, muaintained that danger-
ous pofition.  Naphtali, like a hind, took a frce range.
This tribc had a high fenfe of liberty. Their manners
were affable, and their addrefs fmooth. Benjamin, ra-
Vening as an woclf, difdaised an oppreflive yoke.

A lion was the chara&erillic of Judah ; a ferpent of
Dan; a hind of Naphtali; a welf of Benjamin, but
Iffackar was chara&crifed as *“a ftrong afs, couching
down between two burdens,” patient is this amimal and
hardy, it was employed in rural fervices. No beaft of
the fame bulk can bear equal burden, it lics down with
its load hanging on cither fide.  Such the defcendants
of Iflachar, living in a rich couatry, they fubmit:ed to

the tcils of agriculture ; they led aretired life, they
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were unwilllag to be dillurbed, they purchafed - their
eale by any debafement, and at any expence. Fogs,
donieftic or foreign, might infult or opprefs, be a dead
weight on the right fide or the left, they copld not be
roufed, give us our eale, and we do not envy _l'\‘:aphtali
the charms of freedom, nor Judah the glory of @artial
deeds. |

Abuyndance tende to enervate and degrade the mind.
To the tribe of Iffacher, a valuable lot was affigned
they enjoyed a full provifion ; profperity rendered them
fz1ffh and pufilanimoys. In their private intereft, the
general intereft was loft. They had ne pubhc fpirit.
My text pafles a cenfure on the national chara&er a’
debafed and obftinate. Their glory was departed, thcﬂ'
honfes was laid in the dutt, |

The prefent conflitution of things, afferds the fulleft
fcope for exertion either in our individual or focjal ca-
pacity. Health and 'rcputation, and fortune, depend

]

in a great meafure, on the conduét which we purfue,
The adive and temperate, the fteady and moral, the
prudent and induftrious generally do well, filling a ufe_
ful and creditable rank; an oppofite chara@er i
fubjefted to infamy and ruin. In our focial capacity
* much depends upon our being united. A good gov-
ernment is the ceatre of upion. At all times, efpeci_
ally in times of danger, it demands the decided coun_
tenance of each.  This is the bulwark which Provi-
dence has fet around our property and lives, remaining
we are {afe, but removed, the enemy burlts in like a

flood. Each are concerned to fupport government.
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It is a higher obje&k than either conveniency or eafe,
or fertuse, or life. ‘Tofeel this concern is the mark
of a noble fpirit.  With fuch a fpirit God is well
pleafed. It isalways high and detgrmined when he
defigns to blefs a nation. A different fpirit, aGuated
by felfith views only, difpofed to blamé, to vilify, té
embarrafs the powers which ‘are, panting after confu-
fion and change, is of infernal origin, dnd is permitted
to fcourge the earth. * Men of fuch a fpirit are highly
criminal. * Criminality is attached to afions according
to the mifchief which they occafion.  The iaterefted,
the reftlefs, the afpiring, tend to'involve a’ whole nation
in ruin to an extent, and in a dc'gne incalculable. -
* T know hot that Iffachar was a&ive in pulling down
the government. ~ Their crime was of a negative kind.
They gave the government no effe&ual fupport. A
pally may beé as fatal as a fever. ' Standing fill, when
the fire begins to kindle, is as certainly blameable for
confequent damage, as kindling that fire.’ A neutral
pofition when the ftate is in dangér’,' 'is the pofition of
an enemy. - Iffachar was thamefully paffive, take my
purfe or my crop ; neglc&' or abufe me, but let net
my pofleffions or life reft on the hazard of a campaign,
or of a battle ; ‘what an ignomim'ous {pirit, ¢ You in-
vited abufe O Iﬂ'achar, and were worthy to bear thc
busden and to groan under tribute.” - '
' But can a bold independent fpirit accord with the
fpinit which the fciipture infpires ?—Perfe&ly—What
a pitiful figure Iffachar makes when contrafted with
Judah the old lion, and Benjamia the ravening wolf*
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The hero is raifed by the apoﬁlc Paul to the fame
rank a3 the martyr, The time would fail me to tell
of Gedeon, and of Barak, and of Samfon, and of Jeph
thae ; of David allo, and Samuel, and of the prophets :
"« Who through faith fubdued kingdoms, wrought
righteoufnefs, obtamcd promlfes, ﬁepped the mouths
of lions.”? '

* John the Babtift certainly knew fomething of the
genius of the gofpel, and what fays he to foldiers 2
Lay afide your arms, be buffcted, be fjoiled, be
trampled upon, yet refift not; ke fays no fuch
thing ; he only guards foldiers againft oppreflion and
mutiny. None are more eclebrated for their faith and
picty than two centurions of the Roman army, the one
mentioned in the Gefpel, the ether in the A&s of the
Apoftles.  They were military men previoufly to their
believing, nor was it inconfiftent after they did belicve,
to continue military men ftill. The true {pirit of the
gofpel, were all men chriftians, would indeed effeGtual-
ly extirpate crimes and animofity ; and the time may,
nay, the time'fhall come, when the fpirit thall univer-
fally operate for that purpofe,” until then gdvern
ment is a f{word which punifhes the turbulent asd
protets the peaceful. “ The tribe of Iffachar were a-
fraid to wield this fword, their daflardly fpirit was at
ence their difgrace and their crime.

From this paflage of fcripture, it appears, that tlhe
fecurity and happinefs of a nation ¢=pends on the naticn-
al charaer, the leading obje& in goed governments, is

to feaure men in tue free exevcile of their relizion, and to
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guard their reputation, their property, and their lises.
When government has this object fteadily in view, and
meets a determined fupport, then the national fpirit is
virtuous and independent, fucha nation has nothing te
fear. It is warmed with a pure and ardent 8ame which
will confume the encmies of their peace, and emrich
Pofterity with the beft of bleflings.

Trae rcligion has a favourable aflpc&t towards our
prefent, as weli as our future intercils. It is a diviac
principle extenfive in its operation. It renders the
cendud dignified and beneficial.  IF God be the ob-
je&t; itinclines us to fear, worfhip, ard cbey : if our.
fclves ; it inclines us to be temperate, and watchful :
if one another ; to be kind, faithful, and juft : if {o-
ciety ; to be publie, fpirited, and peaceful.  All this
15 eflfential to the chriftian chara&er.

Religion not only fhews the excellency of each duty
apart, but alfo diftinguithes their relative excellency.
‘T'he moon and the ftars are well calcunlated to rule the
right, but they give way to the fun appointed to rule
the day. Seli.love muil act appear when natienal
fgjicc requires a facrifice of eafe, health, or life : nor
muft attachment to country have any weight whenit
interferes with our duty to God, and to religion.

The operation of the religious principie ia any one
inftance, gives reafon to conclude the exiilence of a
religious character ; and the failure of the operation of
the religions principle in 2ny one inftance, gives rea.
fon t2 conc’ude that the religions chara&ter exills not,

T'u fear God for inflance, to love one another, to be
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fober minded, refpe@ively mark one who is truly re,
ligious : but, to forget God, to hate one another, to
be 1iotous, refpeftively mark one who has no religion
atall. This is the reafon why tue apoftle Paul cele.
brates fo highly the public, undaunted fpirit of David,
of Samuel, and of the prophets. They were men of 2
choice temper, and of the belt princip'es, on whofe
attachment and cxertion their country had the firmeft
reliance A different temper, and different prianciples

arc fome of the national crimes which we this day la-
ment. They argue a great defe& in the charader.
They ieave room to fulpeét that religion is at a low
cbb.

Let the national fpirit be virtuous ard high, Iet men
be determined to preferve their religious, and their
civi] literties, what power dare refift that fpirit 2 or
oppofe that determination >—1It might as fafely rcufe
the lion, or face the bear, bereaved of her whelps.

Liberty, in our day, has been a name greatly abu-
fed, it has beca the iallying point for anarchy aud ir.
wchigion § for diforder and blood. If this be iiberty,
O my foul, come thou rot into its fecrets, unto its
allemily, mine honour be not theu united. Ia its
rage it Las flain the inuocent ; in its felf-will, it has
pulled down the truth.  Curfed be its rage for it was
fierce, and 1ts wrath for it was crucl.  Its adherents
fazll be divided, and their hopes frattered with the
wind.

Tar be it from me to recommend {uch a {pirit in any

manacy, or to any degree. It prevails indeed ; but
y P ’
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itis an infatuation—a madnefs—an nemy has diffemin_
ated tares. The body politic isinfe@ed with diforder,
vain mes, as the fcriptare calls them, foms of Bclial
exift in different quarters, who wifh aa end to good
order, and to religion. Camelion-iike, they appearin
various hucs They cover their deteftable fch emes un-
der a venerable name ; but the ftroke is aimed at order
and at piety. If the banner of the crofs has, in form-
er times, waved at the head of an impious and an
abandoned crew ; mo wonder if the tree of Liberty
has, in our days, been moiltened by the blood of the
innocent, and has yiclded the Sodom applc, fair in
appearance but bitter to the tafte. |

Shall our worlt enemics be thofe of eur own houf-
kold? Shall Citizens betray their country 2—~Members
of the ftate expole its weaknefs ? Shall the wifdom of
the National Pilots which has fteered our bark fafely
dmming a ﬁormy- feafon, amidft fecas and rocks, be
branded as f-1ly ? Are pretences the moft frivolous and
capricious fought out to impute blame?—If at one
time you be reftrained from hoftility ; that is blamed .
If at another you are put in a pofture of defence ;
that is blamed : Are fuch men lovers of their country ?
Isnot their conduét highly unreafonable ? Somcthing
is amifs. We eitherdo not perceive our true intere
eft, or we are weighed with fclfith confid: -ations.

In fuch circumftances let every fricnd of his coun.
o1y fearch out the hidden lcaven and remove it. Let
the temper of the paflive Iffachar be his abhorrence.
Sit not cafy wnder your burdens. Be not fatisfied with .
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1 private advantage. Feel your coutry’s m-p, and
fst your face againtt its enemics. lndulgest to what
degrades, and bas a tendency to enthrall our land, you
offend againft God, and againit fociety. Let this day’s
devotion excite and firengthen the fpirit of rehgloul
ard civil freedom. It will tear the difguife from foes
within ; 3 overawe thofe withont,u who meditate
qur ruin the Maccabear band, a2 Wnere handful
of menfivere infpired with a public fpirit, the terri-
b army which had infulted and opprefied them for ma-
ny years were feattered as chaff before the wind. Thig
fpiriz is the fwerd of the Lord, and of his fervants.
Yo the morning it devours the prey, in the evening it
dinides the fpofl. .

Miftake me not, I fpeak not in favour of war—no
—~war we ought to deprecate, and to avoid.—Baut
war is not the worft of evils. What, I hear you *fay»
what can be woife ! It would be worfe to be at the
beck of 2 power whieh would order you to exhanft the
public treafuries, to repair the broken fortunes of its
leaders; it would be werfe to divide a peaple from theip
goverament, that the boar out of the woed might wafte
them, and the wild beaft of the field might devour them;
it would be infinitcly worfe tq erage from our land
the folemn inftitutions, nay, even the venerable name,
of our holy religion.  If thefe can be yielded without
a ftruggle, your independence isa vain phantom, and
the revolution by which this was eftablifhed was usae.
ecflary wanton, and murderous—No, my brethren the
bleflings of a good Government, and of religion muft




( 14 )

not be given up. Thefe are the gifts of God, and you
would be treating him ill, willingiy to part with his
. gifts ; T fay willingly, for without yeur own confent,
neither earth, nor hell. can wreft them from ypu.

 'Whillt this day we bewail the degraded flate inte
which many an.ang s are funk ; whilft we bewail the
negle& of religien whence that degradation originates ;
whilft we cpnfch our fins, and deprecate the punithment
which our fins deferve, let us not overlogk thofe rayg
which gild the threatening cloud. We have amongft
us true patriots. - Both the prefent and the late Prefi-
dents know the true intercfls of their country, and did,
and ftill do fieadily adhere to that intereft. We have
many who from the pureft motives fupport. our happy
g.c;vernment; fome who were mifled have returned to
juft principles. There is @ remnant who fedr God
amidft many calamities, we enjoy many bleflings; we-
have reafon to fing of judgment and of mercy. Let us
oﬁ'.er- p,rai'fc for what we enjoy ; let us deprecate the
evils which we eithc.; dread or feel; let us ceafe to da
evil and learn to do well, then tho’. God has been angry
with us, his anger will turn away from us, and he wil
cemfort us.
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