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LEPHLSIANS iii. 8.

UNTG M2, WHO AM LESS THAN THE LEAST OF ALL SAINTS, 18
THIS CRACE GIVEN, THAT 1 SUOULD PREACH AMONG ii'%

CENTILES THE UNSEARCIABLE RICHES OF CLIRIST |

IN thefe words, the apoftle humbly and clegantly
maznifies his office, as the appointed minifter of the gofpel
unto the Gentile world—Fer this purpofe he introduces
the chapter where our text is recorded, in the following
words ;: Yor this cauf€ 1 Paul, the prifoner of Jefus Chrift
for vou Gentiles : If ye have heard of the difpenfation of
the grace of God, which is given unto me to you ward :
How that by revelation he made known unto me the my{-
tery ; which in other ages was not made known unto
the fons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apof-
tles and prophets by the Spirit ; that the Gentiles f10uld be
fellow heirs and of the fame body, and partakers of the
promife in Chrift by the gofpel; whercof I was made a
minifter, according to the gift of the grace of God given
unto me, by the effeCtual working of his power. Under
decp imprefitons of the extent, and importarce of the wark
affigned him, and ¢f bhis unworthinefs of it: Ile humbly
exclaims in the words {fubmitted to our meditation ; Uato
me, who am lefs thzn the leaft of all {aints, is this grace giv-
en, that I thould preach among the Gentiles the unfearcha-
ble riches of Chrift. He illuftrates the greatnefs of his of-
fice, from the greatnefs of the nation he was under a {pe-
cial appointment from heaven to preach for; as well as
from the magnitude of the mifery they were under whiis
deftitute of the gofpel—Of this appointment he informs us
exprefsly, in that memorable {peech which he delivered, in
his own defence, before king Agrippa. wien he relates,
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eartl, and Jefus faid unto him—=Rife and ftand upon thy
teet ; for I have appeared unto thee for this purpofe to
mak thee 2 minifter, and a witnefs, both of thefe things,
which thou haftfeen,andof thofe thingsin which I willappear
untothee, delivering thee from the people and from the Gen-
tiles,unto whom new Ifend thee, to apen their eyes, and turn
them from darknefs to light, and from the power of Sa-
tan to God. The gofpel of the uncircumcifion was given
to Paul, as that of the circumcifion to Peter. Both were
minifters of Chrift,who is ftyled alight, tolighten the Gen-
tiles, and the glory of his people l{rael. Paul was chofen
of Chrift, to carry the tidings of falvation to the.ends of
the earth ; to a people who {at in darknefs and had no light.
He counfiders it an honor and grace, to deliver, to fave, and
to render happy fo great a nation. ‘

In comparifon to the apoftle’s charge as the minifter of
the Gentiles ; the extent of the Jewith church was but fmall.
As a nation the jews were but few in number, and feeble in
ftrengti;. At that time, they were a mere tributary prov-
ince, or depeadent ftate upon haughty Rome—~The Gen-
tile world contained mighty nations, powerful kingdoms,
and extenfive empires. ‘'The limits of the apoftle’s orders as
a gofpel minifter included {plendid and populous cities, fuch
as Rome, Athens, and Corinth, with all their {chools and
{feminaries of literature, which then profefled tle moft emi-
nent learring, and philofophy, in the world. To fuch im-

ortant ftates the apoftle was fent, and with fuch opponents,” -

filled with all the power of pride, prejudices and prepoflef
fions, the infpired preach.~ had to contend. Accordingly,
we find him taking a faithful farewell of his countrymen in
this view, after he had made them the firft ofters of falva-
tion, A€ xiii. verfe 46 and 47.—It was neceflary that the
word of God fhould firft have been preached unto you;
but feeing you put it from you, and judge yourfelves un-
worthy of everlafting life, lo we turn unto theGentiles. For
fo hath the Lord commanded us, faying, I have fet thee, to
be alight ofthe Gentiles, that thou fhouldeft be for falvation
to the ends of the earth.—Under deep impreflions of the
magnitude of this work, he takes a view of him{elf,and not-
withftanding all his eminent abilities of nature, of grace,
and of the fchools, he fays, to me, who am lefs than the leaft
of all faints, is this grace given, &c.

Here is a dovble diminutive term. Lefs than the leali—
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He was fo low, and fo little in his own efteem, that ke calle
cd himfelf by a hyperbole lefs than he could be, and be
a faint at all. Dr. Colman on this place fays ¢ The a.
Poﬁle calls limielf Jonge minimus, by far the leat.’”” O how
humble, how {mall is the great man in his own eyes, af-
ter all that heaven had done to raife and to aggrandize him !
Such humility as this goeth before honor, and is always the
companion of trze honor ; while a haughty {pirit indicates
a fall. Genuine humnility is increafed and eniivened in ex-
ercife, in proportion to the elevation, and honors of Prov-
idence, to a man of real worth—The apoftle could not for-
get what he had once been.  In the genuine language of hu-
mility he fays, I am not meet to be called an apoitle, Be-
caufe I perfecuted the church. I was an injurious perfon,
a perfecuting perfon, and an enemy to the gofpel of
Chrift. This he confefies ; and a remembrance of it throws
him in the duft when he views it in connexion with the
honors of a gofpel miniftry.

This text is an evidence alfo of the holine{s of the heart
of this good man, a great qualification of a gofpel minifter.
Tho’ le%, than the leaft of them, he claims kindred and con-
nexion with fdints. Tho’ the ¢hief of finners, yet he fays
I obtained mercy ; and tho’ I have by far the leaft right of
claiming the charaéter of a faint, [ {till humbly think T
am one. And as the infpired penman is deeply fenfible of
the importance of the work of the miniftry, trom a view

~of the greatnefs of the nation he was fent to, and of the mif-
eries they were in without the gofpel, and of his utter un-
worthinefs of the honors of fuch an employment—He is
no lefs affeCted with the incomparable greatnefs of the fub=
ject he was to preach; the unfearchable riches of Chrift.
Here we may contemplate this great man, as ftruck with
admiration that he jhould be called to be a min:fter at all,
to any people, or of any good fubjeét ; whether moral, phi.
lofophical, or divine; but it overwhelmed him with humil.
ity, gratitude, and felf debafement ; that he. who of all oth.
ers had been the leat aétive in doing zood, and the moft
ready and active in doing evil, fhould neverthelefs be in-
trufted with the benevolent, and benign, the heavenly and
divine employment, of preaching the unfearchable riches of
Chrift. That he who had been an enemy to the {pread,
growth, and knawledge of the gofpel, fhould Le Lonored
with making the firft proclamation of it to all nations ; and
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{iould be made to plant churches in thofe very towns, and
p<urifth them up in thofe very citics, from whence he had
Leen ready to pluck up profeflors of chriftianity, and to drag
them unto ftrange cities ; and with wicked judges to give
Lis voice againit them,

From this imperfect paraphrafe of the text, give me
liberty, my dear friends and brethren, to frate the two
following propofitions ;

I. That minifters of the gofpel, thould be holy and hum.
ble men ; and,

I. As fuch, they will be deeply and gratefully affected,
with a fenfe of the importance of the facred office of preach-
ing the unfearchable siches of Chrift; after which, I {hall
conclude with fome fhort addrefles, not unufual on fuch
{olemn occafions as the prefent, .

I have prefumed to ftate this propofition,

Fir/2, That minifters of the gofpel are to be holy and
humble men. It will readily be granted, that minifters of
the gofpel need many very important qualifications, for the
proper and faithful difcharge of their duty. Natural parts
are neceflary, fuch as penetration, prudence, and a power
of recollection to a good degree, with a good acquaintance
with thearts & {ciences, with human nature, with men as well
asbooks. Andnorefpectableanddurable ufefulnefs can be ex-
pected in the miniftry, by men totally devoid of them, inan
age like this, of increafing knowledge in thefe things. Per-
haps there is nothing in which we {ee the ignorance and
weaknefs of fome men more, than in affecting to be teach.
ers of others, in the great and impowtant truths of the Bi-
ble; when probably they are incapable of reading it with
propriety, and far lefs, of underftanding it themf{clves—
And the ftate of the church is much to be lamented in this
refpect in many places in our land—Yet on the other hand,
thefe external endowments, without grace, but very poorly
quilify a minifter for the daily and practical part of the
duties of a {piritual inftructor—Of all thefe Paul abound-
ed before he was properly qualified to be 2 minifter of
Chrift. He had the law in his head, but not in his heart.
He was a pharifaical teacher of it to others, but a
ftranger in his heart to its {fpiritual meaning. I was alive,
1. €. a very good man, once, without the law; he faw
no need of any greater, thanan outward conformity to



irs letter ; but when it reached his heart, how holy, how
juit, and how good does he view its precepts.

It may be .obferved, all men need to be holy ; thisis a
areat truth. But of all men, minifters need to be the moft
holy, from the nature of their office. Itis faid without
holinefs no man fhall fec the Lord ; and as no unboly min-
ilters fhall ever {ee the Lord; what profpect is there, that
they will be inftrumental in leading others to the enjoy-
ment of that bletled objec they never {aw, nor are like to
enjoy themfelves. The ofiice of a miniiter is an holy office.
VWhen Aaron was chofen to officiate in the prieftly charac-
ter, on the front of the mitre which he wore was written,
Holinefs to the Lord ; as expreflive of the holy nature of his
oiice. The God minifters are to ferveis a holy God, and s
to be worthipped in the beauty of holinefs, in fpirit and in
truth. The word that is to be preached is the holy word,
that was given by infpiration of God, {poken by holy men,
as they were moved by the Holy Ghoft. 'The law they are
to unfold, the goipel they are to preach, the ordinances, in
which they are to lead, and the unfearchable riches they
are to open, are all holy.

The purity of the divine law, the inflexible nature of di-
vine juftice, they are often called to declare, in order to a-
larm thoughtlefs finners, as well as the coniolations of the
gofpel, to eftablifh the faints. And whether we confider
them as addrefling the former, or latter, holinefs of heart
is a precious qualification. It enables them by the experience
of having feen the dangers of a finful {tate, to alarm the
fears of fecure finners ; and by the espericnce of tafting the
confolations of the gofpel, they are {trengthened to build
up the faints, in holinefs and comtfori; agd in both rei-
pets, to recommend themfelves to every man’s confcience,
as in the fight of a holy and heart {carching, and rein try-
ing God.

"The all important dodtrine of regeneration is a holy doc-
trine, and is never to be neglected by minifters of the l%of-
pel, if they would be inftrumental in fitting men for hea-
ven. With what kind of fincerity can they fpeak about
thefe things of the fpirit ; which are only {piritually dii-
terned ; it not fanctified and enlightened, by the {pirit of
0d in their own hearts ? To fay the leait about this pre-
ious truth, a minifter muft appear to himfelf, as ating a
nere farce, who preaches this dodtrine and is a firanger to



fts infuences himieif.  He will be difpofed, in part, to fay,
how can a man be born when he is old ? Minifters are am«
bafladors of Chrift, for peace with God ; and as fuch, to
them is commiitted the word of reconciliation. With what
propriéty can we expect they will negotiate in this bufinefs,
or increafc the number of his friends, who are enemies to
God in their own hearts, are not fubject to his law, neither
indeed can be. '

We would not be here underftood, as limiting God ; or
as faying, that in no cafe can an unholy minifter be ufeful.
God can blefs the word to his people’s good, independent of
the difpofition of the adminiftrator. We do not find, that
the dectrine of Judas the traitor, Jefus found fault with, nor
€an we {ay, that he did no good in hisoffice. But we can ftill
fay,that he was buta traitor to his official charaéter; and that
he did much evil in the church and to his mafter : And we
may add, that if they that be wife to win fouls, fhall fhine
as the brightncfs of the firmament, and they that turn ma.
ny to righteoufnefs, as the ftars forever and ever, the luftre
of their brightnefs will be holy, and that, as ftars, they wiil
be fanctified ftars for ever and ever.

Scripture joins with reafon and the experience of all ages,
in evincing that fpiritual infiructors fhould be men of pi-
ety and holinefs of heart and life. Our Saviour reprefents
them as a city fet upon an hill, which cannot be hid; as
lights of the world, for the direftion of others; as the
falt of the earth, to preferve men from immorality and
corruption of manncrs.  As lights of the world, they are
to let their light fo fhine before men, that others feeing it,
may glorify God. As a city, they are to be exemplary,
orcderly men, and ornaments to the church; and as the
falt of the earth, they are to have a favour of religion and
piety about' them ; they are to feafon the converfation of
mnen in general, as [ar as they prudently can, and to affift
chriftians in particular, in heavenly converfation. On the
other hand, if they are irregular in their lives, and carnal
and unfavoury in their converfation ; they fully the beauty
of the city, obftrut the progrefs of their buildings, ruin
her order, ftrike out her lights, and arc like the falt that
hath loft its favour, and is good for nothing but to be caft
out, and trodden under the feet of men. Agreeable to
this fcriptural view of our fubjeét, we find irregular minif-
ters fall into the greateft contempt, among all clafles of
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men ; for while fuch are of all defcriptions of charaers,
the moft difgufting to men of real religion and order, we
often find them contemned by that remaining fenfc of con-
fiftency, found in the very worft of finners. To thefe ob-
fervations I would beg leave to add, that a minifter of
Chrift is alfo to be a humble man. This difpofition is in-
feparably connected with holinefs. W hatever indire&t
claims, men of other profeflions may impofe upon them-
felves from a falfe fenfe of honor, to harbour the centrary
habit ; minifters of religion can have none, diretily or in-
dire&tly. They are inftruétors of humility by office. Can
there be 2 more inconfiftent charadter than a proud in-
ftru&or of humility ? The moft lively fenfe of the dignity
and greatnefs of the apoftle’s office, clothed him with hu-
mility, and while he profefles a name among the faints, he
does it humbly. He feems to himfelf as fmall, lefs than
the leaft of them all. Thus, he, who is counted by others
the greateft, is himfelf difpofed tc be a fervant of all. “The
language of pride is greater than the éreate{‘t, but the lan.
guage of humility is lefs than the leaft. By the humility
that a gofpel minifter is to cultivate, we are not to under-
ftand, taat low, mean or cringing flattery for applaufe a-
mong men,which wefee infome characters. This is generally
found in very weak, and frequently in very wicked men.
‘The difpofition of which we {peak, is an ornament to the
greateft characters,and to men of the moft penetrating un-
derftanding. It is compatible withi a juft fenfe of the dig-
nity of our office and of our ufefulnefs and worth in the
world. Itis a grace of the holy {pirit. Its exercife arifeth
from a view of the infinite fuperiority of God, the purity
and excellency of his character. It is accompanied with a
juft view of our own unwerthinefs. our odioufnefs to his
holinefs and obnoxious ftate te his difpleafure ; with a con-
tinual fenfe of dependence on him, for life and cvery other
blefling. It difpofes to confider the duties of condefcend-
ing to, and preferring one another in love. It feels the ob-
ligation of confefling our faults one to another, as a privi-
lege of which a good man would not be denicd.

The example of Chrift, the prime minifter of the New
Teflament, loudly calls for humility in all fpiritual inftruc-
ters. ¢ Come learn of me, for I am meek ard lowly of
heart.” Such as have been eminent in daoing good in their
day were of the fame humble difpofition. When Mofes was

B
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called to oflice, under impreflions of humility he exclaims,
“ O Lord I am not eloquent, neither heretofore, nor fince
thou haft fpoken to thy fervant ; but I am flow of fpeech,
and of a flow tongue.” That excellent prophet Haiah,when
called upon to carry God’s meflage to the Jews, fays, 6th
chap. sth verfe, Wo is me, for I am undone, becaufe I am
a man of unciean lips—tfor mine eyes have feen the king,
“the Lord of hofts.””  Agreeable to this humble ftate of mind,
do we alfo find Jeremiah thus faying ; chap. i. ver. g, 6.
When God fays I have fanétified thee and ordained thee
a prophet unto the nations ;> Then faid 1, ah, Lord Gad,
behold I cannot {peak,for I am a child—Humility difpofes an
infiruéor of chriftianity to take a kind notice of the low-
eft, the weakeft, and leaft favored, with advantages, of his
flock ; to adminifter milk to babes in Chrift, while it pre-
ferves him always from preaching himfelf, but Chrift Jefus
the Lord. 1t will difpofe him to weep with them that weep,
and to rejoice with them that rejoice ; while he will fin-
cerely pity and pray for thofe who go aftray, and in meek-
nefs inftruc them, who oppofe themfelves, if peradventure,
God may give them repentancs, to the acknowledging of
the truth ; that they may recover themfelves out of the
{nare of the devil. It will difpofe a minifter, not to fit down
as if alreadv perfe@, or as it he had already attained : but
confcious of muny imperfections about him in grace and
knowledge, he will prefs forward to higher degrees, in all
chriftian habits and exercifes, and in an increafe of the
knowledge of God, of Chrift, of himfelf and of the impor-
tant truths and myfteries of religion. Whatever degrees
of proficiency he may have made in thefe things, his hu-
mility enables hiin to realize that in a comparative view,
his knowledge is but ignorance, his wifdom but folly, his
holinefs but impurity, and all his righteoufneffes as filthy
rags before God.~ Should a humble minifter be fuccefsful
in doing good, knowing that God giveth the increafe,he re-
turns him all the praife.

Humility is a chara&eriftic of areal chriftian ; and when
we find it a prominent feature in a minifter’s difpofition, it
opens the avenues of the heart in favor of receiving his in-
ftruftiofis. Far from this are the efleits of a contrary di_f-
pofition. An heart deftitute of humility is a proper foil
for every poifonous root of bitternefs to {pring up in, and
trouble the church of God. If an error in principle or
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practice {hould overtake a man of this temper, he fcorn's
the humble exercife of confeflion. As the want of holincis
ftrips a minifter of the innocency of the dove ; the wan: of
humility bereaves him of that wisdom and prudence that
makes wife to win the fouls of others, or his own; and
leads him into a labyrinth of confufion, diftrefs, and folly,
in which all his haughty attempts to extricate himfelf,from
the juft cenfures, and contempt of good order, are utterly
unavailable : For the Lord lifts up the meck, while he
cafts the wicked, the proud, and the prefumptuous finner
to the ground. To this mau, faith Cod, will I look, who
1s of 1 meek and contrite {pirit, and trembleth at my word.
—Whereas ¢ Thofe who walk in pride, he is able to abafe.”
The difpofition of the apoftle in our text, and the grace
we have been recommending, foften the heart of man, and
make it fufceptible of all thofe amiable impreflions which
diftinguifh, and adorn the man, the minifter, and the chrif-
tian ; and have atendency to engage the mind in al

the noble purpofes and exercifes of piety towards God, ard
benevolence to man. Which plainly fhows, that min-
viters of the gofpel, ought to be holy, and humble men.

This leads to obferve,

Secondly—That, as fuch, they will be deerly and grate-
fully affeéted, with a fenfe of the importance of the facred
employment, of preaching the unfearchable riches of Chrift.

In proportion to the importance of the truft committed
to a man of holinefs and humility,he will fecl the weight of
it deeply affecting his mind. IHence fays Paul, to Timothy,
keep that which 1s committed to thy truft. The declara-
tive honor and glory of God, the falvation of immortal fouls,
in the miniftry of reconciliation, are committed to gofpel
minifters. In proportion to the many bleflings, whici the
charge givel. to a good man, may contain, he will ftudy to
mingle gratitude, with the humble emotions of his own in-
fufficiency tor fuch high duties, and unfpeakably unmerit-
ed favors. Thus, fays this great man in our text, to me—
is this grace given. His heart overflows with gratitude,
for the high, the diftinguithed, and unexpeted favor of
preaching Chrift, and the unfearchable riches of Chrift, not
only to his own countrymen, which he had fo carneftly
and faithtully done, but to nations, who had long fat in
darkrefs and had no light. How well do the feelings of his
own heart correfpond with the glad tidings he had to car-
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ry to others. The importance of the minifterial work is
evident, in that it is to preach Chrift ; not a mere man, not
a created angel, but Chrift the uncreated angel of the cov-
enant.

Chrift is to be preached in all his faving oflices and rela-
ticns to man.  As our great inftruting prophet he is our
light, our fun who arifeth with health, joy and life in his
rays. He is to be preached as an interpreter among a
thoufand—the teacher who inftrués as never man did. %*le
1s to be preached as that glorious perfonage of whom the
patriarchs fpake, and whofe day they faw afar off with
giadnefs of heart ; and of whom the prophets predicted
with ccftafy of joy. | .

Chrift is to be preached as cur great ard atoning high
prieft, who, after he was facrificed for us on earth, en-
tered within the wvail into the true tabernacle which the
Lord pitched and not man ; as the propitiation, the advo.
cate, and the interceflor ; the all prevailing interceflor, in
the prefence of God for his chofen.

Chrilt is to be preached as king in Zion,and for her wel.
fare, holding the reignsof univerfal government ; and {way-
ing the {ceptre of uncontrollable dominion over all things
in heaven and earth ; and exalted far above all principali-
ties and powers, and thrones and dominions. '

He is to be held up to vicw, in all his faving charalters
and relations ; as the only Jefus who faves his people from
their {ins ; the anointed of God, to be the mediator be-
tween God and man, and the only way of accefs unto the
Father, in his birth, his life, death, and refurreétion, and
the end of the law for righteoufnefs to them who believe.

The riches of Chrift are to be preached, by minifters of
the gofpel They have often abundant reafon to preach the
poveriy of men, of churches, and of minifters. The
Laodiceans were poor, miferable, wretched, blind and
naked ; asfuch, they were directed to the riches of Chrift.
I counfel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire that
thou mayelt be rich—-In the VIIith Chap. of Pro-
veabs, Chrift is reprefented under the character of wifdom
crying, and underftanding putting forth her voice—{faying,
¢ O ye fimple, underfland wifdon, and ye fools be ye of an
underitanding heart. Riches and honor are with me, yea
durable riches and righteoufnefs. My fruitis better than
gold, vea than fine gold, and my revenue than choice fil.
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wer.—] lead in the way of righteoufnels, in the midft ef
the paths of judgment ; that I may caufe thofe that love
me to inherit fubftance and I will fill their treafures.” By
the riches of Chrift we may underftand the fruits of his
death, in all the gifts of his grace here, and all the blef
fings of glory. Hence in {cripture they are called the riches
of his grace, and the exceeding riches of his grace. Eph.
i. & 7. In whom we have redemption thro’ his blood the
forgivenefs of fins,according to the riches of his grace. Chap.
ii. & 7. That in the ages to come, he might thew the ex.
ceeding riches of his grace.—T hey are alfo called the riches
of his glory, and the riches of the glory of his inheritance
in the faints. Hence fays this apoftle, ““The eyes of yeur un.
derftandipg being enlightened, that ye may know what
is the hope of his calling, and what are the riches of the
glory of his inheritance in the faints.”” And again he fays,
¢ That he would grant you, according to the riches of his
glory, to be firenghtened with might intheinnerman.” The
riches of Chrift contain, the fulnefs of his Spirit,and all the
merits of his blood. Pardon of fin, peace of canicience, joy
in the Holy Ghoft, {afety in life, victory in dcath,and an
entrance into glory. A large treafure indeed, that gofpel
minifters have to lay open to perithing finners. They are
employed,as Chrift’sfervants,to go and tell thepoor,the halt,
and th: maimed, thatall things are now ready, and invite
them to come and partake of the bleflings of grace and glo-
ry in Chrift,

Minifters arc enjoined to preach all thefe things, as un-
fearchable in Chrift. They ccme from him, belong to
him, and are all treafured up, and found in him, as their
fource. “It hath pleafed the Father that in Lim fhould
all fulnefs dwell ; and he is made of God unto us, wifdom,
righteoufnefs, fantification and redemption.” It may be
faid that all the works of God are unfearchable; the fun,
moon and ftars declare his glory, and the firmament his
handy work. His ways are in the feas—and his footfteps
are not known. But of all his works, that of redemption
is the moft unfearchable.

Chrill is unfearchably rich in the conftitution of his per-
fon. The¢ prophet Maiah gives us an unfearchable repre-
fentation of him in the following charaters.—¢ The chiid
born, the Son given—his name fhall be called wonderful
ccunfellor, the mighty God, the everlafting Father and
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prince of pearce;”’—he is God and man,in one perfon—Em.
manuel, poflefling all pofiible perfections both of the divine
and human natures. Hence, ¢ who can declare his genera-
tion ? What is his name if thou canft tell? e is the myf{-
tery of godlinefs, God manifelted in the fieth.”” Ilere
with propriety may be put the query, ¢“Who can by
fearching find out God r” What numbers can ftate, what
lines can fathom the depths of this treafure of divinity in
Chrift ? After the deepeft refearches of the human uuder-
ftanding in the knowledge of his riches, in this view, we
may ftll exclaim, how little of them do we know ? llow
miferably poor, then, in comparifon to Chrift, are 2all the
faviours propofed by thofe, who deny his divinity ?

But - vain,

Chrift is unfearchably rich, in his love and mercy to the
children of men. Hence the Plalmift of Ifrael declares his
tender mercy to be over all his other works. The apottle in-
forms us, in his benediétion for the Ephefian church—¢ Ye,
being rooted, and grounded in love, may be able to com-
prehend with all faints, what is the breadth, an lenoth,
and depth, and height ; and to know the love of Chrift
which pafleth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all
the fulnefs of God.”

Chrift is unfearchably rich in the depth of his councils
and doétrines of his word. Agreeable to this, is that cle.
gant exclamation—*¢ O the depth of the riches both of the
wifdom and knowledge of God! how unfearchable are his
judgments, and his ways paft finding out. All fcripture is
given by infpiration ot God, and is profitable for dotrine,
tor reproof, for corretion and inftrufion in righteoufnefs,
that the man of God may be perfett, fully furnifhed for ev-
ery good work.

The dorine of his fovereignty and divine decrees are a-
mong the deep things ef God, but they are unfearchably
rich and ®omfortable to all true chriftians. Hence ¢ the
YLord reigneth, let the earth rejoice ; let the multitude of
ifles be glad thercof, ~ The foundation of God ftandeth
fure, having this feal, the Lord knoweth them that are his.”
And again the chriftian triumphs “ Becaufc God hath {rom
‘the beginning chofen us to falvation through fanétification
cf the ipirit and belief of the truth.”

He is unfearchably rich towards his people in all the ad-
miniftrations of his Providence, whether of profreri'y, or
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adverfity. O how rich he is in this refpect, when he makes
all things work together for their good. s it not unfearch.
able, that tribulation and diftrefs, that perfecution and fa.
mine, that nakednefs, the want of every thing comforta-
ble, that peril and {word ; or the having of every thing
uncomfortable, and that for his own fake, they thould be
killed all the day long, and counted as theep for the {laugh-
ter ; and yet be not on]y conqucerors ; but more than con-
querors? This is an incomprehenfible difplay of the riches
of Divine Providence in their favor in the iffue. Though
poor they may make manyrich; though havingnothing yet
poilefs all things in Chrift.

Chriit is unfearchably rich, in the nature of that union
by which all th: members of his myftical t.edy are joined
unto him, by one fpirit. Hence, fays the apoitle, ** I am
perfuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor pria-
cipalities, nor powers, nor things prefent, nor things to
come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, thaif
be able to feparate us from the love of God; which is in
Chrift Jefus our Lord.” :

In fine, we obferve Chrift is unfearchably rich in the ope-
rations of his {pirit, on the hearts cf men, and in all the
communications of his grace. Thefe belong to the unfearch-
able things of God. They are the things of the {pirit, thar
are fpiritually difcerned. Who can tell how the bones dc
grow in the womb? Who can unfold the operations oi
the fpirit on the human mind, in enlizhtening the under-
ftanding, enlivening the heart dead in trefpafles and ir
fins, and meliorating the whole foul, by impreifing it with
the image of God. The communications of his holy {piri:
are rich beyond all poflible expreflion. From the begin-
ning of the world, to the prefent day, have thefe emanatiors
been communicated from him ; and like yonder fun for
light, feem no nearer ending. The patriarchs richly fhared
of the unfearchable riches of Chrift; the prophets of thef:
divine tavors ; all the apoftles were and all real chriftians
are, the fubjeéts of thefe precious influences. They are in
number as the drops of rain from the pouring clouds, or
the pendent pearls of dew on the grafs, from the womb of
the morning. He has therefore promifed to pour out his
Spirit, and to bz as dew unto Ifracl.””—They are unfearch-
ably rich in point of duration and extent. All flefh are
faid to Le their objefts, and the ends of the carthtliels
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boundary ; while éternity itfelf in the enjoyment of God

ﬁivcs them duration. Eye hath not feen, ear hath not
eard, nor hath it entered into the heart of man adequate.

ly to unfold the riches, the unfearchable riches of Chrift.

Thus the employment of a gofpel minifter is to preach
Chrift and his unfearchable ric%cs; and when the feeble
voice of man expires in death, and minifters fhall be no
more ; unto thy province, O eternity ! fhall be afligned to
unfold the unfearchable riches of the Redeemer, when faints
are mingled with angels as cherubs and palm trees, to adorn
the houfe not mad= with hands, in glory.

ILct us now conclude by offering a few words, by way of
addrefs, to my Brethren in general in the miniftry, to my
Reverend Brother about to be inftalled over this people,
and then to the church, congregation, and people, in
this place.

To you my Rev’d Fathers and Brethren in the miniftry,
with all due deference, give me leave to fay, That had
the words of my text been fpoken by a minifter of but mod-
erate abilities ; and of no fpecial acquirements, we fhould
view them expreffive of a deep fenfe of the bleflings of his
office, the humility of a chriftian, the piety of a godly min-
ifter ; and as worthy our imitation.

With what increafed energy then fhould they come
upon our hearts, when we contemplate the {peaker as the
great apoftle of the Gentiles ; poflefling a high degree of
{trength of mind, and power of judgment ; favored with
the eminent advantage of an education at the feet of
Gamaliel—well acquainted with the learning moft in
fathion in his day ; and the whole adorned with an uncom-
mon fhare of the grace of God, and a fpirit of infpiration !
Viewing the fubject in this light, it is truly firiking.

‘o me, fays this great and good man, who am lefs than
the leaft, &c. What words fhall we feek? What expref-
fions thall we ufe, to ftate the difproportion between us
and our facred employment, as preachers of the unfearch-
able riches of Chrift ! Let a confideration of thefe words,
ferve to throw us proftrate in the duft, with a fenfe of our
infufficiency for the important work. May a confideration
of the great and {pecial favor done us, in afligning us fuch
a blefled employment, ftimulate us to be faithful. Let us,
my dear Brethren, feafonably confider the awful fitvation
in which we muft finally appear, if after all that God has



done for us, in putting us into the office, we fhould be
found faithlefs, proud or gracelefs minifters! What toague
can exprefs, or heart conceive the accumulated mifery of
fuch a character? Shall not his education, his opportuni-
ties for ftudy, his fermons, his prayers, his profelled princi-
ples, and the folemn vows of bis office ferve as chains, and
as chains that can never be broken, to bind 1iim hand and
foot, as an unprofitable {fcrvant, to be caft into darknefs and
everlalting difhonor ? 3hali not all the churches of Chrift,
fee all faithlefs minifters brought forth; and as the molt
confummate traitors to the Redeemer, condemned by him,
by angels, and by. faints, with aggravations of guilt and hy-
pocrify peculiar to themfelves ? With what wild defpair,
& unparalleled amazement muft they fink under the weight
of trifling with the truths of the gofpel, of ftifiing the con-
vitions of the fpirit, of neglecting the unfearchable riches
of Chrift, and lofing precious and immortal fou's? Let us
then be holy, let us be humble, and let us be faithful unto
the death ; and we fhall obtain a crown of life. l.etacon-
{ideration of the fublime employment, of preaching the
unfearchable riches of Chrift, excite to diligence, in bring-
ing forth of this heavenly treafure, things new and old.
Let us feed our people with knowledge and und-«ftanding ;
that when we appear before God, we may be abic to fay,
here are we, and the children whom God hath given us;
and have the well grounded hope, of meeting with a recon-
ciled judge, to receive the final approbation, of well done,
ye guod and faithful fervants, enter into the joys of your
Lord.

MY DEAR AND REV. BRLTHER,

It is with peculiar pleafure we affemble, on this joyfil
occafion, to inftall you, as a watchman, in this part of our
fpiritual Jerufalem. By a concurrence of various, and ap-
parently {pecial providences, you arrived at this place, in
feafon, to fupport, firengthen, and encourage this people,
when about to be leit, as fheep without a fhepherd ; and
this day to take the overfight of them in the Lord.

Ample indeed, from every neceflary quarter, are thofe
recommendations of your qualifications, faithfulnefs and
perfeverance in the miniftry, in times paft. In this we re-
joice, as honorable to you, fatisfying to the Prefbytery,
and encouraging to the peeple of your charge in this place.

&

o



As we doubt not vou will, fo we fhail always rejoice, that
you ccntinue to defcrve thet:.

Ior this purpofe, with all Jve refpect to your experience,
and aft faithtulrefs, in the duties of your office, fuifer me,
Dcar ir, to obfcrve, as a part of the duty devolved on me
this day, by your polite partiality in my favor; 'Ihat you

will receive this important truft, in Chrift’s vxncyard with
renewecd imprefiions of its welrrht and magnitude. With
deep humility, gratitude and felf. demal you will take the

overfight of the flock of Chrift in this place. This trufx
1S prerrnant with every importart blefling. It contains the
miniftry of reconciliation, the declarative honor and glory
of God, and the falvation of precious and immortal {ouls,
in prcaching the unfearchatle riches of Chrift. In this you
will find a wide field, in which you are to dig deep ; anl
for which you arc to fell all, to obtain the pearl of great
price, for yourfelf and people. To a real chriftian, the fer.
mon that contains Chrift and his riches, is mdeed rich and
good ; while the moft accomplithed and learned without
Chrift, is poor and taftelefs. In perfevering to preach the
unfearchable riches of Chrift, to your people ; your head
will thine with light, and your own hecart jcin with theirs
in burning with love, while you like your mafter, thus talk
with thera by the way, and open unto them in ail the ferip-
tures the things concerning himfelf. Itisin hkaving a con-
ftant recourfe to this unfathomable fountain, that you can
find hght in darknefs, ftrength in weaknefs, comfort and
life in death, and many from among your people, as feals

of your rmn:fh'v and as crowns of your rgjoicing in the
cay of the lord

Tor you, my dear friends and fellow chriftians of this

church and cqngregwtxon Ibeg leave to remark, that, un-

remitted has been the care of a kind Providence over you
asa people, cver fince you formed into a reiigious {ociety.

And fhall we not afcribe your orgarization to the all direc-
ting influcnce of that God, whofe wifdom forefaw the pro-
pruty of increafing the number of minifters and places of
public inftruétion, in proportion to the increafe of p0pula-
tion in this place. Geoed has crowned your endeavors with

fuccefs, and fettled, over you, an approved gofpel minifter
from afar :— After rejoicing for awhile under his miniftry,
you were cailed to weep with them that wept, in confign-
ing him unto the grave, the houfe appointed for ali living.
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And while his memory remains embalmed in your hLearts,
vou are, this day, called to rejoice with them that rejoice,
in the refcttling of another, directed to, and apjroved of,
by your decealed minifter ; and moft cordially received
now, as the man of your own choice.  You be.icve that as
the former did, fo this minifter will alfo leud you to “he
enlearchable rickes of Chritt.  Receive Lim as c¢ne of vlhe
precious gitts of an afcended Saviour.  Enccurage his
Leart, and ftrengthen his hands, in the good work of the
Lord.  We congratulate you, my friends and brethren @ It
is with pleafure we reflect on your attachment to the plain,
and unmadulterated docirines of grace, on vour conflancy in
~itention to public worfkip, and on yrur generous care for
the fupport of a gofpel miniftry. My that love to the
truths of the goipel, that unicn of fentiment, and that
peace and harmony in the affairs of your church and focie-
ty, that have hitherto, under God, been your ftrength and
ornainznt, cver prevail among you. And fhould any un-
reafonable fectarians, fpringing- up, trouble you, as very lit-
tle notice is due, 1o very little ought to be taken of fuck.
They frequently live, by the fire of contending with them,
and often collect firength and importance, from the confe-
quence of their oppefers; and when that is denied them,
they die away of thcir own accord.

And now my friends and brethren, for you, and for ycur
ininifter, we offer to Almighty God, our fincere pravers,
that with increafing fervor, e may long continue as a {pix-
irua! inftrudtor, to preach, and you as his people to hear
the unfearchable riches of Chrift; and that you and your
dear families may be often refrethed with the confolations
of thofe unfearchable riches, until you are finally filled wita
all the fulnefs ot God.

'This great aflembly il indulise me the Liherty of obferv-
ing, that it is matter of our unfpeakable joy and gratitude
to GGod, that folcminities of this kind are frequent in our
Iand. Notwithftanding the united execrtions of fectarian
delufions, and high handed infidelity, with the powers of
darkncefs to deftroy a regular and orderly miniitry, and to
bring the folid and rationul religion of our forc-fathers in-
to contemnpt; {till the great body or our citizens continue
to vefpect them, as the inftitutions of infpiration. May we
of this gencration, with our offspring after us, to the latelt
pofterity, continue in the uninterrupted enjoymert of our

P e X Y
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liberty, {acred and civil, and delight in the religion of Jefus
Chrift, as the greateft ornament of our nature and a fource
of fublime enjoyment to man. May we confider it as af-
fording the moft falutary maxims and precepts for life, an
unfailing confoiation in death, and a pure and cndlefs hap-
pinefs in eternity.

And f{uffer me yet to add, that, as this town has been fa-
med for religion ; and is ftill blefled with faithful, able, and
orderly gofpel minifters, let the inhabitants thereof bring
forth correfponding {fruit unto God. Who can fay, Lut
that, if the things that have been done among you, had
been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented
long fince in duft and in athes. The condemnation await-
ing defpifers of the gofpel under fuch circumftances of ad-
vantages as yours, muft be very awful indeed.

To conclude ; may that holy, that humble {pirit in our
text ; that {pirit of charity and benevolence that thinketh
no cvil and is kind, adorn minifters and chnftian profeflors
of every denomination in Newburyport; ind make you
the comely brethren, who dwell togethe: in unity. And
may that {pirit make usall, and our chuiches, fairas the
moon, clear as the fun, beautiful as Tirzah and cowcly as
Jerufalem. Then fhall our happinefs be juit fizcn asis earn-
eftly withed for, but far greater than can be exprefled even
by thofe, who rejoice moft in the profperity of Zion: For
when prophecies fhall fail, when tongues and folemnities on
earth thall ceafe, when minifters and knowledge fhall vanifh
away, then fhall we enter on that ftate of being, where all
thall fee as they are feen, and know as they are known in

the full, and everlafting enjovment of the unfearchable rich.
es of Chrift.——AMEN.




vYHE CHARGL.

By the Rev. SAMULEL TOMB, cf Newia:
———O®——
Birersip v,

CO’\ISCIOUS of my inability to do_]uﬁnc to th2
part affigned me in the folemnities of this day, it was with
dxfhdencc that I undertook it, and with fear and trcmbhng
I attempt the execution. But when I confider, Sir, that
you have been invefted with the facred ofhce of the minil-
txy for a courfe of years, and have exhilated to this Pref-
bytery abundant teftimonies, from Minifter: and others,
both in Lurcpe and Amcnca of your exempury fidelity
in the labors of the Gofpel; 1 ain comforted with the
thought, that the ncceflity of a particular, formal Charge
1s hcxcb) fuperfeded—and that my duty at prefent is only,
as a monitor, to fir up your pure mind by way of re-
membrance, and to advife you to exercife the fame dili-
gence and faithtulnefs in relation to the dear flock which
is now committed to your paftoral overfight and care, as
we believe you have done in your former connexions of 2
fimilar kind.

Permit me then, dear Brother, in the name of our gio-
rious Mafter, and by crder of this reverend Prefbytery, to
remind you of fome general outlines of the folemn truft
which you received in charge at your ordination, and
which is this da> rf—commlttcd to you in this place. Fve-
ry Minifter of Jefus Chrift has a truft committed to him in
common with all chriftians; and alfo a truft which is pe-
culiar to his office. That truft which we have in common
with all Chriftians, is—tbe core of cur own fouls ; all that
concerns perfonal religion and godlinefs ; according to St.
Paul’s charge to Timothy, Tuke Leed unto thefc!f, that thex
mayeft fave thyfeif.  Thole are certainly unfit to take care
of the fouls ot othgr,, who are carclefs of their own j;—un-
fit to dire& others in the way to heaven, who do not walk
in that way themfelves ;—unfit to be made keepers of tic
wineyards, who criminally neglect their ¢ion.  "The truth i i3,
that the poﬂd’ion and exercife of vital, perfonal religion is
fo eflential to the well-being and comfort of the miniftertl
office, that the want of it not only excludes all rational hope
of pertonal happinefls, but alfo of public ufcfulnefs.

Wherefore oc admonifhed, dear Sir, to take good heed
to youricli—to the fizte 2nd temper of vour {oul before
Ged, and to the tencr of your converfiiion beiure mes.
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You will give diligence both to make and keep your chrif.
tian calling and election fure ;—that from a heartfelt expe-
rience of the power of religion, and a comfortable aflur-
ance of your acceptance with God, you may be able in
fome good meafure to fay with the Apoftle John, That
which [ have feen and beard, looked upon, tajted and handled of
the word of life, that declare 1unts you, that you may bave fel-
lowfbip with us.

You will alfo take good heed to the tenor of your conver-
fation, that it may be a juftand lovely tranfcript of that di-
vine religion which you profefs and preach.  This was part
of the charge which Chrift gave his apofties ;—Let your light
Jo fhine before men, that they may jee your good works, and glorify
your Father who is in beaven. A fimilar charge was given to
‘Timothy, Bethou an cxample of the believers in word, in conver-
faticn, in fpirit, in faith, in purity. And the great Apoftle of
the Gentiles never appeared more in the true fpirit and
dignity of his character and office, than when he faid to
the Churches of Corinth and Philippi, Be ye follorwers of
me, even as I alfo am of Chrift.

In the next place, Reverend and dear Brother, you will
take heed to the miniftry, which you have received of the
Lord to fulfil it. This is the all important truft which was
committed to you at your Ordination—which is rencwed-
}y committed to you this day, and which you are moft ]-
emnly bound, faithfully tc keep and execute among the
dear people of your prefent charge.

This truft is very comprchenfive in its nature, and inter-
efting in its confequences. It includes all that relates to
the doétrine, worfhip and order of Chrift’s kingdom—all
that concerns the {piritual and cternal welfare of precious
{ouls, and the declarative honor of God and Chrilt among
men. The word of God ufes a variety of expreffion to re-
prefent, and impreis on our minds, the important nature—
:aborious fervice, and high refponfibility of the minifteri-
al office. Minifters are called angels and ambafladors—
paftors and teachers—fervants and laborers—ftewards of
the myfteries of God, watchmen, foldiers, guides and rulers.

Agreeably to the import of thefe characters, we have
confidence in you, Rev. Sir, that you will approve your-
felf faithful to your divine Mafter, and to the pcople of
vour charge.

Being an Ambaflador of the King of Kings, {fent forth to
propofe and negotiate a treaty of pcace between God and
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finners, you will ftrictly adhere to your commiflion—ufe
every fcriptural mean to effect its object, and be always in
rcadinefs to render an account of your embafly to God.

As a fcriptural teacher and paftor, you will preach the
word, be inftant in fcafon and out of {feafon, reprove, re-
buke, exhort with all long fuﬁermg and doctrine. In the
choicc of your themes for public inftruction, and in your
manner ot treating them, you will be dictated vather by the
known necd"xties, capacities and circumitances of your
hearers, than by a regard to your own cafe or gratification.
Thofe great principles which confefledly lic neareft the
foundaticu of chriftian faith and pracdtice, yoa will mo%
frequently and zealoufly teach and recommend. At the
fame time you will not fhun to declarc the whole revealed
counicl of God, for the inftrution, conviction, editcation
and comfort of your hearers. T he flock over which the
Holy Ghotft has made you a Bithop, or overfeer, you will
czrgfully fezd with the pure milk of the word, that they
rmy grow thereby. With joy you will draw water to

vench and refrefh their thirfty fouls, out of the wells of
fulvation—the infpired Oracles of God. With peculiar
tendernefs and affetion you will feed the lanbs of ‘the
flock with that milk which is defigned for babes. Thus
you will comply with the injunétion, and imitate the ex-
ample of the glorious fhepherd and Biﬂmp of fouls, who
tecdeth his flock like a thepherd, gathers the lambs with
his arms, and carries them in his bofom ; and who fays to
every under thepherd— Feed my lambs.

In the charader of a fervant and laberer, you will apply
yourfelf to the various branches of your duty with all hu-
mmt), diligence, conftancy 2nd pcrfu erance, knowing
that in due ieafon you fhall reap thereward of a cood and
faithful fervant, if you faint not,

Being 2 feward of the myfiteriee of God in this part of
Chrift’s houfehold, you will wifely and faithfully difpenfe
to every onc under your care, his proper provifions—his
portion of divine promiies or threatenings, reproof, or
comfort, as the cafe may require. You will adminifter the
fpecial ordinances ot the goipel only to fuch, as in a judg-
ment of charity you may have rcafon to repute duly qualifi-
cd fubjects, carctully diftinguifhing the precious from the wife.

Asa wqtchm:m, fet on Zion's wall, you will watch for
the fpiritual and eternal welfare of your people ; will care.
fully obferve their ftate, temper and converfation : take ro-



tice of the motions and approaches of their {piritual ene.
mics, and give them feafonable and faithful warning both
of their duty and danger. ’

Being a fpiritual foldier and warrior, folemnly enlifted un-
der Chrift’s banner of truth and love—arrayed with the
whole armour of God j you will boldly and vigoroufly de-
fend his caufe and kingdom in the world. For this purpofe
you will fkilfully wield the fword of the fpirit, which is the
word of God, againft every {piritual foe ;—you will cour-
ageoully face every difficulty and danger, and endure hard-
ncts as a good foldier of Jefus Chrift ;—you will boldly at-
tack the camp of Satan—pull down his ftrong helds of fin
and error, and endeavor by all means to deliver thofe from
hie fatal fnare, who are taken captive by him at his pleafure.

As aruler in Chrift’s kingdom, you will faithfully inter-
jiret, apply, and execute his laws, and maintain his royal dig-
nity and authority, by taking care that all things relative to
the doérine, worfhip, difcipline and government of his
houfe, be done decently and in order.—And when called to
approbate, or ordain others to the work of the miniftry,
you will not fuddenly lay hands on any man, but commit
this important truft to wife and faithful men, who fhall be
able to difcharge it with dignity and acceptance.

In 2 word, dear Sir, you will ifudy in all things to approve
vourfelf to God and to the coniciences of your hearers, as a
workman, who needeth not to be athamed, rightly dividing
and applying the word of truth. Decply penctrated with
a fentfe of the vaft magnitude of the truft comitted to you.
and of your entire dependence on the grace and blefling ot
God for aflitance and fuccefs, you will fecond all your ftu-
dies and labors by fervent and inceflant prayer.

‘Thefe things, Reverend and dear Brother, we give you in
folemn chargc, before God and the Lord Jeftis Chrift, who
thall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and king-
dom. May the Lord God of the holy prophets be your
fun and your fhield! May he make you a burning and a
fhining light in this candleftic! And after you fhall have
been the honored inftrument of bringing many fons and
daughters to glory, may you receive the benediétion of a
gooa and faithful fervant ; and fhine as a diftinguifhed ftar
iz the Church triumphant forever.
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RIGHT HAND or FELLOWSHIP,

By Mr. DANA, or NEWBURYPORT.

——— O >

Tue gofpel we preach is a gofpel of peace and love.
Emanating from the pure benevolence of Deity, it aims to
reftore the harmonicus and happy intercourfe betwecn earth
and heaven, which by human apoftafy was broken off. "The
benign office of its minifters is to perfuade a rebellious, re-
volted world to return and be reconciled to its God. Of
every true-hearted preacher, the ruling principle is love to
a crucified Savior :—his deareft defire, to glorify God in
the falvation of immortal fouls. Juft as far then as thofe
invefted with this facred office are faithful, fo far they are
united :—united in fpirit, in defign and purivit. Their gov-
erning principles and views, as they directly tend to ele-
vate the foul, to enlarge the heart, and enrich it with every
noble, every tender fentiment, lay, of courfe, a broad and
folid foundation for mutual friendfhip; and that of the pur-
eft kind. To the cultivation of this friendfhip they arc in-
vited by a thoufand additional arguments: by the variety
of cares and labors, oppofitions and difcouragements, infir-
mities and wants, in which they have a common participa-
tion. Thefe all enjoin an union of affettion, of ftrength,
and of effort, as moft effential to their mutual comfort,
and to the effetual promotion of the commen caufe of
their adorable Mafter.

And unlefs we miftake, the great Head of the Church
has defigned that there thould exift among the ordinary
minifters of his gofpel, an equality of office and authority ;
an equality which may conftantly remind them of their
mutual dependence, and forcibly invite to mutual {ympa-
thy, to a co-operation of efforts and of prayers.

D
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In fuch a contemplation, the primitive apoftolic prac.
tice of giving to the newly inducted minifter the RicHT
Hanp or FeLrLowsutp, appears full of important meaning.
Nor need we doubt tie propriety of retaining a rite fo ex-
preflive of the emotions infpired by an occafion like the
prefent.

Twuis sacrep PLEDGE 1 now, Sir, prefent you, by ap-
pointment and " in behalf of this ordaining Prefbytery.—
Trufting that yecur heart is devoted to God and his caufe,
and rejoicing in the qugiifications with which he has bleft
you, we acknowledge and embrace you as our brother in
the gofpel minifiry.” We cheerfully welcome you as our
companion and fellow-laborer in this part of our Lord’s
vineyard. And we folemnly afiure you, that by the help
of God, we will treat you as fuch: that we will take a
lively intereft in your comfort, ufefulnefs and fuccefs : that
you fhall have our fympathy and prayers; and may com-
mand, 3s occafion fhall require, our beit counfel and af-
fiftance. o ‘

The offices of Chriftian terdernefs and love which wg
thus folemnly engage to you, we need and defire for our-
felves. In the gift of your hand, we receive a pledge of
vour readinefs to impart them. = |

The caufe in which we are embarked is great and ardu.-
ous indeed. It imperioufly cliims our warmeft zeal, and
moft indefatigable diligence.” "While the enemies of Chrif-
tianity are combining their malice, their arts and efforts,
to exterminate it from this globe, fhall not its friends,
fhall not efpecially its minifters, oppofe and counteract the
black defign, by a correfpondent union and cnergy of ex-
ertion? The confli® may be fevere: but blefled be Geod !
its iffue is nowife dubious. T

My Brother, let us unite our cares and efforts to heal
the bleeding wounds of Zion. Let us charge ourfelves and
our hearers to pray and labor for her peace. let us im-
bibe and éxhibit the fpirit of that good man* who faid : —
“I would as willingly be a martyr for love, as for any ar-
ticle of the creed.” ' -

Happy the minifter who in the view of every affliction
and difcouragement, can fay, with the venerable Pavr. :
None of thefe things move me ; ncither count I my life dear to my-
Seifs fo'tiat I inay finifb my courfe with fay, and the miniftry which

- .
* Mg, Brszren,
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I have received of the Lord Fefus. We wifh you much 09
this Chriftian heroifm and magnanimity, great fuccefs in
the good work of the Lord, and many fouls for your pref-
ent comfort, and final crown.

Brethren and Fathers of this Chriftian Church: having
tenderly felt for you in « ¢ day of your calamity, we
would now participate your ‘oy. Accept our fincere con-
oratulations on the folemni s that are paft. Your cyes
have this day feen the man of your choice folemnly confe-
crated to the {ervice of your {ouls. Awtul and mighty is
the charge; and to a fericus mind almoft overwhelming.
You wiil not fail therefore to give him'ftill your camdor,
your kindnefs and devout interceflions. 'Would you cflec-
tually ftrengthen his hands and heart ? Receive with meek-
nefs and love the gofpel he preaches ; and let its pure and
iaving truths have an abiding, am all-controlling influcnce
over you. This, while produétive of 'ten thoufand other
bleflings, will {ignally refine, exalt &nd ftrengthen the un-
ion now confummated between your paftor and you. Nay
more, it will render ‘ indi ﬁlub/ It will fiamp it with
immortality.

Brethren, let us#feel with new fenfibility the obl igations
which lie on hurches and profefled friends of the
meek and lowly Saviour. Let us cultivate and exemplify
the benign and healing fpirit of Chrifiianity. Let us walk
together “trder the influence of that divine Charity whichis
kind and longfiffering, “which bearcth all things, believeth all
things, bopeth all things, endureth all things.

Linally, bretiren, be perfect, be of good comfort, be of one 7iind,
live in peace ; and the Gad of love end peace foall ce with you.
AMEN.





