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REV. SIR,

At a meeting of the inhabitants of the West Parish in Londonderry, on

the 5th day of August, 1816, it was unanimously voted , to request a

copy of your appropriate Discourse , delivered on the Sabbath immediately

succeeding the death of Elder John Pinkerton - And we being chosen a

committee for that purpose, do accordingly request, in behalf of said

Parish , a copy of the same for the press.

WILLIAM ANDERSON,

WILLIAM GREGG,

JAMES AIKIN.

Rev. William Morrison .

Londonderry, Argust 13, 1816 .

GENTLEMEN,

Relying on the candor of my beloved Parish, to excuse imperfections in

the following Discourse, that may have arisen from the very impaired state

of my health , it is humbly and affectionately submitted , according to

yourpolite request, for publicatioa.

WILLIAM MORRISON.

Mr. William Anderson,

Col. William Gregg,

Elder James Aikin .



Sermon.

JOB V. 26 .

Thou shalt come to thy grave in a full age , like as a shock of corn

cometh in in his season .

GREAT and precious are the promiſes made

to the righteous, in the holy Scriptures , for their

ſupport and comfort, in all the troubles and vicif

ſitudes of life. We have an unparalleled cluſter

of them, in the preceding context. God ſhall be

with them in ſix troubles, yea in ſeven ; there

ſhall no evil touch them . And as he is with

them in the changes of life, he will not forſake

them in death.

As the promiſes made to the righteous are great

and precious, the emblems under which they are

diſtinguiſhed from the wicked , are alſo very great,

precious, and well chofen . Both the promiſe and

emblem are combined in the laſt end of the good

man , in the words of our text, " Thou ſhalt

come to thy grave in afull age . ” Long life, as

far as it ſhall ſerve for God's glory, and the

good of his people, is a promiſed bleffing.

While the wicked are cut off in the midst of

their days, the real chriſtian-has the proſpect of

long life ; which is the firſt commandment with

promiſe. We have alſo the emblem or ſimilitude,

under which he comes to his gravé, like a shock of
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corn . While the wicked are compared to briars

and thorns, as nigh unto curfing, whoſe end is

to be burned, the righteous are compared to

ſhocks of corn ; the moſt precious production of

all that ſprings out of the earth. Grain is the

ſtaff of life. This emblem is farther beautiful,

“ coming in in its ſeaſon.” The wicked are like

untimely and blaſted fruit, too late to be ſaved for

any uſe, and expoſed to the inclemency of winter,

of chilling ſnows, and killing froſts, tempeſts and

ſtorms, that deſtroy them. But the righteous

are taken in from the evil that is to come upon

the wicked.

In farther contemplation of theſe words for

our inſtruction, I ſhall,

I. Confider the propriety of the emblem,

under which good men are repreſented in the text.

II. Show why good men in death are com

pared to ſhocks of corn , coming in in their fear

fon.

After which I ſhall,

III. Point cut ſome uſeful leſſons to be learn

ed from this view of the ſubject.

I am ,

I. To illuſtrate the propriety of the emblem ,

under which good men are repreſented in the

text, “ shocks of corn . "

This is not the only piace, where good people

are compared to grain ,corn , or wheat. Our Savior,



who taught by plain and apt parables and ſimil

itudes, repreſents the wicked as tares, and the

righteous as wheat. The apoſtle, ſpeaking of the

doctrine of the reſurrection from the dead , com

pares man's body to grain ſown, " It is ſown in

corruption and diſhonor, " &c. So here they are

compared to corn coming in in its ſeaſon . The

propriety of this metaphor appears from the fol

lowing conſiderations,

1. The great worth and value of grain , evinces

the propriety of the compariſon. Of all that comes

from our earth , of vegetable kind , grain is the

moſt valuable, and is the beſt ſupport for man or

beaft. Are not true chriſtians, the excellent ones

of the earth , often means of preſerving others,

precious in God's ſight ? « Since thou waſt
pre

cious, thou haft been honorable"-They are

called God's chosen ones -- Jewels of value- Dia

denus of beauty - All glorious within -- Crotons

of glory - Kings and priests unto God and the

Lamb - God's busbandry_His vineyard and his

beritage - His children - Bride and spouse-And

on their account, the field , and the world, and

the tares that an enemy has ſpread among

them , are ſpared until the day of judgment. On

the other hand, the wicked are repreſented under

every diſagreeable metaphor , and as deſtructive

animals ; as lions,-leopards,--wolves,--- foxes

ſpoiling the vines ;-- as ferpents --- vipers -- and
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their influence and conduct like the poiſon of

aſps, and the venom of dragons. One finner

deſtroys much good , and is frequently the mean

of bringing ſwift deſtruction on himſelf and

others, " like fire brands, arrows, and death .”

2. Where grain is ſowed , much pains, toil,

and labor, are beſtowed. Hence God's church is

called a “garden encloſed - A ſpring ſhut up--A

fountain ſealed God's huſbandry , or vineyard

Walled around--A tower built-- Stones collected.”

Does not this exhibit the pains and means that

God is at with his people, in all generations, and

raiſing up inſtruments for ſpiritual agriculture, to

make them fruitful in all holy obedience and good

works ? One plants, another waters. All the

inſtitutions which he has appointed, under the

law or goſpel, are on their account, and for their

fake. The care and inftruction of the patriarchs

and prophets, apoſtles and miniſters of the goſ

pel, and miſſionaries ſent far and wide over the

carth , are for their fake, and to bring his ſons

from afar, and his daughters from the ends of the

earth .

3. They are juſtly compared to grain on this

account, that, all the pains and toil beſtowed on

the ground , are to no purpoie, without the fructi

fying ſhowers of rain , and the cheriſhing beams

of the ſun, deſcend from heaven to make the

feed take root and grow. Does not this ſtrongly
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indicate the neceſſity of divine influences to make

the chriſtian grow ? It is then God performs his

bleſſed promiſe of being as the dew unto Ifrael.

It is then the church “ ſhall grow as the lily, and

caſt forth her roots as Lebanon-It is then that

her branches ſhall ſpread, and her beauty be as

the olive tree, and her ſmell as Lebanon - And it

is then that Ifrael revives as the corn, and grows

as the vine, and the ſcent thereof ſhall be as the

wine of Lebanon .

4. Grain muſt be ſeparated from the chaff for

final uſefulneſs. Hence we are informed , when

the Son of Man ſhall come in his glory, before

him ſhall be gathered all nations ; and he ſhall

ſeparate them one from another, as a ſhepherd

divideth his ſheep from the goats ; and that he

ſhall come,whoſe fan is in his hand, and thorough

ly purge his floor, and gather the wheat into the

garner ; but the chaff he will burn with un

quenchable fire. The royal penman informs us,

in the firſt Pſalm , that the wicked are like the chaff

which the wind driveth away.

I will add,

5. Grain is taken care of, and brought in , in

ſeaſon . It is out till it is ripe, but not till it is

blaſted or rotten. The length of time for grain

to ripen , iş various. Some sorts ripen much

ſooner than others. And ſo it is with chriſtians and

good men in different periods of the world .
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The longevity of the patriarchs was different,

one from another : and all of them very different

from what the life of man was in ſucceeding

ages. And the length of man's days now is differ

ent one from another. Some die
years,

to wha: others do ; but all who dic in the Lord,

are ripe, let them be young or old. But the

inore aged may with peculiar propriety be ſaid

to come in, ripe, or like ſhocks of corn, in full

age, and ſeaſon too. Full
age

is
put for length of

days.

Query- What might be the reaſon for the lon

gevity of the patriarchs ? Should not this ques

tion be too great a digreſſion to merit an anſwer,

I would obſerve ſeveral reaſons might be given .

The longevity of the patriarchs greatly ſupplied

the want of either teſtimony or hiſtory of God's

church, until that was granted in the days of

Moſes in the written law of God. The teſtimo

ny of ſaving truth , and the hiſtory of God's

church, were handed down in a ſimple and conciſe

manner, by eaſy and ſhort tranſitions.

Adam was cotemporary with Methuſelah two

hundred and forty -five years ; and Methuſelah

lived nearly ſix hundred years cotemporary with

Noah ; and Abraham, the father of the faithful,

was fifty -eight yearsof age at the time of Noah's

death. Abraham doubtleſs committed the precious

truths of religion to Iſaac, and Ifaac to Jacob, and
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Jacob to his offspring. And we have ſufficient

evidence, that it was but four hundred and thirty

years after the ordinance of circumciſion was

given to Abraham , till the law was given to Mo

ſes ; and he, by the pen of inſpiration, then

wrote the hiſtory of the church , as made evident,

and ſtrengthened, by the cotemporary and corrob

orating teſtimony of the patriarchs from Adam

to Moſes, who was the miniſter of the law , given

him from God, upon tables of ſtone.

Another reaſon for the longevity of the patri

archs was, the probable fimplicity of their mode

of living. They were ſtrangers to luxury and

intemperance. They had not refined upon the

delicacies and luxuries of life, ſo as to convert their

food, or drink, into flow poiſon, to ſhorten their

days, as many now do. Beſides, the world was

but thinly inhabited ; and to multiply and re

pleniſh the earth, was a commanded duty ; and

the Proprietot of time combined theſe reaſons, as

cauſes, to produce the intended effects, by the

longevity of the patriarchs, who, like our tem

perate and deceaſed friend, came to their graves in

a full age, and like ſhocks of corn coming in

in their ſeaſon. This leads us,

II. To ſhow why good men, in death , are

compared to ſhocks of corn coming in in their

season .

2
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1. They are compared to ſhocks, becauſe their :

fouls are bound up in the bundle of life, ſet up

with and united to Chriſt in that myſtical union ,

which death cannot break ; and they are united

to one another, in the band of love and affection ,

They are the ſubjects of one faith, they are the

children of one Father, the property of one Lord,

and finally forming one ſociety in heaven. Hence

ſpiritual Jeruſalem is faid to be compactly built

together.

2. They are compared to ſhocks of corn com

ing in in ſeaſon , becauſe they are ripe, and have

received all the benefit and advantages of being

out in the field of this world, neceſſary to their

being brought in for God's uſe and ſervice for

The good man's days are prolonged as far

in years, as is moſt conducive to God's glory, and

the believers' good. On this ground the apoſtle

ſays, ' . We know, that all things work together

for good ;” and expreſsly declares, that even the

momentary afflictions of time, work for us a

far more exceeding and an eternal weight ofglory.

Many things in the evening of life combine

to ripen the chriſtian for the grave. The in

firmities of advanced years — the groans of the

earthly tabernacle, being burdened -the weariſome

nights and months of vanity he experiences ,

together with the Piſgah views he is favored with

of the inheritance beyond the Jordan of death ,

ever.
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1

ſerve to wean his affections from earth , and to

break his laſt ties to the things of time ; until,

by increaſed gravitation, in nearer approaches to

heaven, he drops from the ſtalk of life, like the

ripe grain coming in in its ſeaſon .

Thus, while the wicked, like unripe fruit, are

forcibly, ſhaken off by the irreſiſtible ſtorm of

death , and driven away in their wickedneſs ; the

righteous are reſigned and ſubmiſſive to the will

of God, and are willing, at the appointed time,

to part with all terreſtrial enjoyments --Hence

the righteous are ſometimes held up as ready and

even longing for death, Good old Simeon ,

having enjoyed all the advantages that earth could

give him, goes to the Proprietor of his life and

time, and aſks liberty to die -_- " Lord , now lettest

thou thy ſervant depart in peace, for mine eyes

have ſeen thy ſalvation .'

3. Coming in in ſeaſon implies they are not

out too long. Blaſted fruit is often ſeen ſticking

on the tree, expoſed to the inclemency of tem

pefts even in the dead of winter, This is not a

faint emblem of the diſpoſition of wicked men ,

in old age, who are ſtrongly reluctant to paſs the

limits of time, and cleave faſt to periſhing en

joyments, and are ready to exclaim , “ Haft thou

found me, oh mineoh mine enemy !" If the days of

ſuch are ſpared a little longer, they are only left

as awful monuments of the divine forbcarance ;
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and as vi&ims of divine vengeance, like the bar

ren fig -tree, to be ſoon cut down , as cumberers of

the ground.

But it may be aſked, Do not good men often

live ſo long, and loaded with ſo many infirmities,

as to be (one would ſay) altogether uſeleſs, and

an incumbrance to others ? To this we reply,

It is not for us to ſet limits to the uſefulneſs of

good men. For however frail and infirm a good

man may be, he may be ſtill very uſeful, in the

exerciſe of an exemplary diſpoſition - of ſubmiſ

ſion of faith - of patience-of benevolencem

and of brotherly love ; waiting all the days of

his appointed time, until his change come. Thus

Simeon waited — thus Job waited ; and
may

I

not appeal to the knowledge of my audience, that

notwithſtanding the very uſeful life of our de

ceaſed friend in his youth and prime, yet it was

in his advanced years, and under frailty of body,

though perfectly found in mind, that he did thoſe

acts of benevolence, and public benefit, which will

tranſmit the fame of his uſefulneſs to future gen

erations, and elevate the town of Londonderry to

the enjoyment of privileges perhaps beyond a

parallel in the State.

It may alſo be obſerved, that the righteous may

be uſeful in extreme old age, as means of avert

ing judgments and calamities that ſometimes de

ſtroy nations. It is evident the tares were ſpared
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for the wheat’s fake ; and it is equally obvious,

that, had there been ten righteous perſons in

Sodom , it had been ſpared ; but becauſe there

was not, it was deſtroyed.

I obſerve, good men are ſaid to come in in

ſeaſon, becauſe they are fit for the uſe for which

they are deſigned. Why does the farmer take ſo

much pains in cultivating and manuring the ſoil

for grain to grow ? Why ſo much labor in fenc

ing the field , and watching it with care, that no

deſtructive animal break in to injure it ? And

why, in ſeaſon, is he fo punctual in reaping,

gathering, and binding it in bundles ; and to re

ceive the laſt advantage of the field , he forms it

into ſhocks ? Is it not becauſe it is fit for the

uſe he had in view, when he began the proceſs

of labor and toil neceſſary to bring it to perfec

tion in harveſt'?

To illuſtrate the propriety of the metaphor,

may I not aſk , with reverence, why does God

chooſe any of the human race, and beſtow ſo

much labor and pains, to bring them to repent

ance ? Why create them anew ? Why work in

them the work of faith with power ? Why are

they watered with divine influences, corrected ,

inſtructed, protected, and reared up in the fear,

nurture, and admonition of the Lord , and pre

ſerved ever into old age through many infirm

ities, and finally favored with an unſtinged death



and vanquiſhed grave, but to fit them for the

inheritance of the ſaints in light, to qualify and

ripen them for the employment of the general

aſſembly and church of the firſt-born in heaven ?

This was the uſe he intended them for, when he

fowed the feed of grace in their hearts at firſt, to

glorify his name in afcriptions of everlaſting praiſe,

adoration, and worſhip, to him that fitteth upon

the throne, and to the Lamb forever and ever.

The appointed time is come, their ſummer of life

is over, their ripening days and harveſt are fin

iſhed, and they are brought in and are ſaved .

III. I ſhall now conclude with a few reflec

tions by way of improvement.

may fee, in the light of what has been

ſaid, the great propriety of having our affections

weaned from the things of time, and ſet upon

the ſuperior concerns of an eternal ſtate. Here

we have no continuing city. The life of the old

eſt and beſt men here, is but ſhort and tranſitory ;

only for a ſeaſon . We ſprout forth in the ſpring

of childhood and youth, flouriſh and bloom a

little in the prime and ſummer of life, and are

foon cut down in harveſt, and gathered home to

a ſtate of being that ſhall never have an end.

Here weare “ but ſtrangers and ſojourners on the

earth , as all our fathers were." Let not, then ,

our affections be glued to a country where we

tarry only as ſtrangers for a night, and through

1. We
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which we paſs, and to which we ſhall never re

turn, All undue attachments to earthly things

will tend to unfit the mind for a dying bed.

But if the earthly mind is ſubdued, and brought

into ſubjection to the inkructions of mortality, it

will ſoften the pillow of death, and ſcatter the

gloom of the grave, and fix our affections beyond

the limits of time , and we ſhall drop from it,

like the ripe fruit fitted for our Father's uſe in

glory.

2. In the light of theſe truths we may learn

the ſuperior excellency of the goſpel, and the

aſtoniſhing efficacy of divine grace, thus con

verting death ( “ nature's ſupreme evil" ), into a

great good, and making men willing to die.

Death was not in the original conſtitution of our

nature ; therefore we ſhudder and ſhrink back

from it , as an enemy. It awakens all the laws of

inſtinct and reaſon, for our preſervation. But

the goſpel of Chriſt diſarms death of its ſting,

and the grave of its victory, and reconciles the

real chriſtian to the diſſolution of the earthly

houſe of this tabernacle, and enables him to

triumph over death, ſaying, “ O death , where is

thy ſting ? O grave, where is thy victory? " And

to anticipate the bright morning ofa reſurrection ,

when that which is ſown in weakneſs, corruption ,

and diſhonor, ſhall be raiſed in power, in incor

ruption , and in glory ; when momentary ages
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are ſunk into oblivion, and the foul is filled witis

joy unſpeakable, in the full enjoyment of God

to all eternity.

3. We may learn the great propriety of ex

amining ourſelves, as to our increaſe in holineſs,

and every chriſtian virtue.chriſtian virtue. We often examine

the progreſs of our crops in the field , and ſpeak

of them with ſerious diſcouragement, if very

backward ; and if flouriſhing, we look for a joy

ful harveſt. If we attend with ſerious concern to

the progreſs of the fruits of the field, to ſave us

from want againſt the more ſevere ſeaſon of the

year, which continues but a few months ; with

what ſuperior concern ſhould we attend to growth

in grace and ripeneſs in holineſs ; that when the

ſummer ofthis life is over, andthe harveſt of time

at an end , we may be ſaved from the awful in

clemency of a long eternity ! There can be no

inquiry of greater intereſt, no ſcrutiny of equal

or even comparative value, to that of examining

ourſelves, of our faith , and love to God, of cur

preparation for death , and the folemnities of an

exchange of worlds ! “ There is no work, no

knowledge, or device, or wiſdom , in the grave

whither thou goeft. ” But as death leaves us,

judgment will find us.

We learn the vaſt difference there is between

the death of the righteous and the death of the

wicked. The wicked is driven away in his wick
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Hence, " mark the perfect man, and behold the

righteous ; for the latter end ofthat man is peace"

--His foul ſhall be bound up in the bundle of

life. But woe unto the wicked, it ſhall be ill

with him ; he ſhall be “ burned like chaff in un

quenchable fire" -- The reward of his hand ſhall

be given him.

How pleaſing to contemplate the memory
of

the juſt ! for they are bleſſed . The excellency

of good men ſhows the malignant nature and

wickedneſs of the wicked, in an irreſiſtible point

of view. The luſtre of good men's characters

when they are gone, still caſts a light upon others

around, and ſerves to ſhow what their ſurvivors

It exhibits equally to public view, their vir

tues and vices, their degeneracy and their worth.

Were I in this connexion to form an obituary

note of the character of Major John Pinkerton ,

an Elder in the church in Londonderry, I would

ſay, that he was a ſteadfaſt friend to religion and

learning ; a lover of peace, and of all good men ;

pleaſed at the proſperity of others, and grieved at

their woes ; inflexibly firm in all habits of virtue ;

eminently exemplary for humility, temperance,

induſtry, and care ; juſt and benevolent to all,

flattering to none ; generous to the diſtreſſed ,and

kind to the poor ; a good neighbor, jealous of his

honor, and an abſolute enemy to all dilhoneſty,

are .

3
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deception, and guile -- He ſaw , with chriſtian

ſubmiſſion, ſeven children , defirable youths, his

whole family, laid in the duſt. - He bore, with

fortitude, the infirmities of advanced years, and

came to his "
grave

in a full
age,

like as a ſhock

of corn cometh in in his ſeaſon .” - He was a pub

lic bleſſing to the town where he lived ; and ge

nerations yet to come will riſe up and call him

bleffed .

In the final adjuſtment of his property to the

town and pariſhes, he diſcovered a ſpirit of im

partial juſtice (as he called it) peculiar to himſelf.

He obſerved, he had public dealings with the in

habitants of every part of the town, and wiſhed

to do them all equal juſtice, with reſpect to the

inſtitutions of public inſtruction.

To thoſe who were diſtreſſed by the late fires

in Portſmouth , he ſent one hundred and twenty

dollars. To thoſe of the ſame deſcription by the

fire in Newburyport, he ſent fixty dollars. And

on all ſuch occaſions his heart and hands were

equally open.

Time would fail me to enumerate his various

acts of benevolence and charity.-In his death,

widows have loſt a benefactor - their children, a

father - orphans, a ſhield -- the poorman , if honeſt

and induſtrious, a friend -- this church , a ruling

Elder -- and the town of Londonderry, the man

whoſe memory they ſhall ever delight' to honor,
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while a ſpark of gratitude is alive in their hearts.

The tongue that would detract his reputation ,

muſt be hardened with crime. And while we

ſympathize with bereaved connexions in general,

on the death of ſo good a relative, we truſt that

John P. M'Gregore, the benevolent and only

grand-child of the deceaſed, ſhall ever be reſpect

ed and beloved by the people of Londonderry ,

for the generoſity and goodneſs of his heart, in

the coincidence of his mind with his grand

father's laſt will and teſtament, in the diſpoſition

of ſuch a large ſhare of property for the public

good .* --_ And while we acknowledge with grat

itude the obligations we are under to reſpect the

memory of Major John Pinkerton, and to im

prove the advantages reſulting from his generoſity

to us and to our children for our ſpiritual welfare,

let us imitate his example in being economical,

induſtrious, wiſe, and good.

Major John Pinkerton has given and bequeathed to each of the two

religious societies in Londonderry, not far from eight thousand dollars,

for the support of the Gospel ; and twelve thousand as a fund to the

Academy lately incorporated in this town by the name of the Pinkerton

Academy.
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