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At a meeting of the inhabitants of the West Parish in Londonderry, on
the 5th day of August, 1816, it was unanimously voted, to request a,
copy of your appropriate Discourse, delivered on the Sabbath immediately
succeeding the death of Elder John Pinkerton—And we being chosen a
committee for that purpose, do accordingly request, in behalf of said
Parish, acopy of the same for the press. .

: WILLIAM ANDERSON,
WILLIAM GREGG,

. JAMES AIKIN.,
Rev. William Morrison.

Londonderry, Jugust 13, 1816.

/
GENTLEMEN,

- Relying on the candor of my beloved Farish, to excuse imperfections in
the following Discourse, that may have arisen from the very impaired state
of my health, it is humbly and affectionately submitted, according to
your politc request, for publigati .

5

. \WILLIAM MORRISON.
Mr., William Anderson, = ° : '

Col. William Gregg, &
Elder James Aikin.



Sermon.

JOB V. 26

“"Thou shalt come to thy gravein a full age, like -as a shock of .eorn
- cometh in in his season.

GREAT and precious are the promifes made
to the righteous, in the holy Scriptures, for their
fupport and comfort, in all the troubles and vicif-
fitudes of life. We have an unparalleled clufter
of them, in the preceding context. God fhall be
with them in fix troubles, yea in feven ; there
fhall no evil touch them.  And as he is with
them in the changes of life, he will not forfake
them in death.

As the promifes made to the rightcous are great
and precious, the emblems under which they are
diftinguifhed from the wicked, are alfo very great,
precious, and well chofen.  Both the promife and -
emblem are combined in the 12t end of the good
man, in the words of our text, “ Thou fhalt
come to thy grave in a full age.” Long life, as
far as it fhall ferve for God’s glory, and the
good of his people, is a promifed blefling.
While the wicked are cut off in the midst of
their days, the real chriftian.has the prolpe&t of
long life; which is the firft. commandment with
Qromife. We have alfo the emblem or fimilitude,
under which he comes to his gravé, like a shock of
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corn.  While the wicked are compared to briars
and thorns, as nigh unto curfing, whofe end is
to be burned, the righteous are compared to
thocks of corn; the meft precious produ@ion of
all that fprings out of the earth. Grain is the
ftaff of life. This emblem is farther beautiful,
coming in in its feafon.” The wicked are like
untimely and blafted fruit, too late to be faved for
any ufe. and expofed to the inclemency of winter,
of chilling fnows, and killing frofts, tempefts and
ftorms, that deftroy thém. But the righteous
are taken in from the evil thas is to come upon
the wicked.

In farther contemplation of thefe words for
our inftru@ion, I fhall,

I. Confider the propriety of the emblem,
under which good men are reprefented in the text.

1I. 8how why good men in death are com-
pared to thocks of corn, coming in in their fea<
fon.

After which I fhall,

- III.  Point cut fome ufeful leffons to be learn-
ed from this view of the fubje&.

Iam, .

I. ‘Toilluftrate the propricty of the emblem,
under which good men are reprefented in t‘xe
text, “ shocks of corn’

This is not the only piace, where good people
are compated to grain,corn, or wheat. Our Savior,
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who taught by plain and apt parables and f{imil-
itudes, reprefents the wicked as tares, and the
righteous as wheat. The apoftle, fpeaking of the
do@rine of the refurre@tion from the dead, com-
pares man’s body to grain fown, “It is fown in
corruption and difhonor,” &c. So here they are
compared to corn coming in in its feafon. Tke
- propriety of this metaphor appears from the fol-
lowing confiderations.

1. The great worth and value of grain, evinces
the propriety of the comparifon. Of all that comes
_from our earth, of vegetable kind, grain is the
moft valuable, and is the beft fupport for man or
beaft. Are not true chriftians, the excellent ones
of the earth, often means of preferving others,
precious in God’s fight 2 ¢ Since thou waft pre-
cious, thou haft been honorable”—They are
called God"s ¢hosen ones— Yewels -of value—Dia-
denes of beauty—All glosions within—Crowns
of glory—Kings and priests unto God and the
Lamb—God's busbandry— His wvineyard and bis
beritage—His children—Bride and spouse—And
on their account, the field, and the woild, and
the tares that an enemy has {pread among
them, are fpared until the day of judgment. Cn
the other hand, the wicked are reprefented under
every difagreeable metaphor, and as deftro&ive
animals; as lions,—leopards,—wolves,—foxes
fpoiling the vines ;—as ferpents,—vipers,—and
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their influence and condu& like the poifon of
afps, and the venom of dragons. One finner
deftroys much good, and is frequently the mean
of bringing fwift deftru@ion on himfelf and
others, * like fire brands, arrows, and death,”

2. Where grain is fowed, much pains, toil,
and labor, are beftowed. Hence God’s church is
called a “ garden enclofed—A {pring fhut up-—A
fountain fealed~—God’s hufbandry, or vineyard—
Walled around--A tower built—Stones colle@ed.”
Does not this exhibit the pains and means that
God is at with his people, in all generations, and
raifing up inftruments for fpiritual agriculture, to
make them fruitful in all holy obedience and good
works? One plants, another waters. All the -
inftitutions which he has appoinfed, under the .
law or gofpel, are on their account, and for their
fake. The care and inftrucion of the patriarchs
and prophets, apoftles and minifters of the gof-
pel, and miflionaries fent far and wide over the
carth, are for their fake, and to bring his fons
from afar, and his daughters from the ends of the
earth. \ :

3. They are juftly compared to grain on this.
account, that, all the pains and toil beftowed on

the ground, are to no purpofe, without the fructi- -
fying thowers of rain, and the cherifhing beams
of the fun, defcend from heaven to make the
feed take root and grow. Does not this firongly
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indicate the neceffity of divine influences to make
the chriftian grow ? It is 2ben God performs his
blefled promife of being as the dew unto Ifracl——
It is zhen the church ¢ fhall grow as the lily, and
caft forth her roots as Lebanon—It is tben that
her branches fhall fpread, and her beauty be as
the olive tree, and her fmell as Lebanon—And it
16 then that Iirael revives as the corn, and grows
as.the vine, and the fcent thereof fhall be as the
wine of Lebanon.”

4 Grain muft be feparated from the chaff for
final ufefulnefs. Hence we are informed, whea
the Son of Man fhall come in his glory, before
him fhall be gathered all nations; and he fhall
feparate them ome from another, as a fhepherd
divideth his theep from the goats; and that he
thall come,whofe fan is in his hand, and thorough-
ly purge his floor, and gather the wheat into the
garner ; but the chaff be will burn with un-
quenchable fire. The royal penman informs us,
in the firft Pfalm, that the wicked are like the chaff
which the wind driveth away.

I will add, _

5. Grain is taken care of, and brought in, in
feafon. It is out till it is ripe, but not till it is
blafted or rotten. The length of time for grain
te ripen, ig various. Some sorts ripen much
fooner than others. And fo it is with chriftians and
good men in different periods of the world.
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The longevity of the patriarchs was different,
one from another : and all of them very different
from what the life of man was in fucceeding
ages. And the length of man’s days now is differ-
ent one from another. Some die young in years,
to what others do; but all who die in the Lord,
are ripe, let them be young or old. But the
more aged may with peculiar propriety be faid
to come in, ripe, or like fhocks of corn, in full
age, and feafon too. Full age is put for Jength of
days. !

Query—What might be tbe reafon for the len-
gevity of the patriarchs Should not this ques-
tion be too great a digreflion to merit an anfwer,
I would abferve feveral reafons might be given.
The longevity of the patriarchs greatly fupplied
the want of cither teftimony or hiftory of God’s
church, until that was granted in the days of
Mofes in the written law of God. The teftimo-
ny of faving truth, and the hiftory of God’s
church, were banded down in a fimple and concife
manner, by eafy and fhort tranfitions.

Adam was cotemporary with Methufelah two
hundred and forty-five years; and Methufelah
lived nearly fix hundred years cotemporary with
Noah ; and Abraham, the father of the faithful,
was fifty-eight years of age at the time of Noah’s
death. Abraham doubtlefs committed the precious
truths of religion to Ifaac, and Ifaac to Jacob, and
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Jacob to his offspring. And we have fufficient
evidence, that it was but four hundred and thirty
years after the ordinance of circumcifion was
given to Abraham, till the law was given to Mo-
fes; and he, by the pen of infpiration, then
wrote the hiftory of the church, as made evident,
and ftrengthened, by the cotemporary and corrob-
orating teftimony of the patriarchs from Adam
to Mofes, who was the minifter of the law, gzvcn
him from God, upon tables of ftone.

Another reafon for the longevity of the patri-
archs was, the probable fimplicity of their mode
of living. They were ftrangers to luxury and
intemperance. They had not refined upon the
delicacies and luxuries of life, {o as to convert their
food, or drink, into flow poifen, to fhorten their
days, as many now do. Befides, the world was
but thinly inhabited; and to multiply and re-
plenith the earth, was a commanded duty; and
the Proprietd® of time combined thefe reafons, as
.caufes, to produce the intended effe@ts, by the
longevity of the patriarchs, who, like our tem-
perate and deceafed friend, came to their graves in
a full age, and like thocks of corn coming in
in their feafon. This leads us, '

IL. To fhow why good men, in death are
compared to fhocks of corn coming in in their
season,
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1. They are compared to fhocks, becaufe their "
fouls are bound up in the bundle of life, fet up
with and united to Chrift in that myftical union,
which death cannot break; and they are united
to one another, in the band of love and affection,
They are the {ubjets of one faith, they are the
children of one Father, the property of one Lord,
and finally forming one fociety in heaven. Hence
fpiritual Jerufalem is faid to be compaétly built
together. | |

2. They are compared to fhocks of corn com-
ing in in feafon, becaufe they are ripe, and have
received all the benefit and advantages of being
out in the field of this world, neceffary to their
being brought in for God’s ufe and fervice for-
ever. 'The good man’s days are prolonged as far
in years, as is moft conducive to God’s glory, and
the believers’ good. On this ground the apoftle

Aays, *“ We know, that all things work together
for good ;" and exprefsly declares, that even the
momentary afflitions of time, work for us a
far more exceeding ind an eternal weight of glory.

Many things in the evening of life combine
to ripen the chriftian for the grave. The in-
firmities of advanced years—the groans of the
earthly tabernacle, being burdened-the wearifome:-
nights and months of vanity he experiences,.
together with the Pifgah views he is favored with.
of the inheritance beyond the Jordan of death,
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ferve to wean his affe@ions from earth, and to
break his laft ties to the things of time ; until,
by increafed gravitation, in nearer approaches to
heaven, he drops from the ftalk of life, like the
~ ripe grain coming in in its feafon.

Thus, while the wicked, like unripe frmt, are’
forcibly. thaken off by the irrefiftible ﬁorm of
" death, and driven away in their wickednefs ; the
righiteous are refigned and fubmiffive to the will
of God, and are willing, at the appomted time,
to part with all terreftrial en]oymcnts-—chcc;
the nghtcous are fometimes held up as ready and
~ even longing for death, Good old &uncon,;
havmg enjoyed all the advantages that earth could
give him, goes to the Proprictor of his life and
time, and afks liberty to die—* Lord, now lettest
thou thy fervant depart in peace, for mine eyes
have feen thy falvation.” v

3. Coming in in feafon implies they are not
out too long. Blafted fruit is often feen fticking
on the tree, expofed to the inclemency of tem-
‘pefls even in the dead of winter. This is not a
faint emblem of the difpofition of wicked men,
in old age, who are ftrongly relu@ant to pafs the
limits of time, and cleave faft to perifhing en-
joyments, and are ready to exclaim, “ Haft thou
found me, oh mine enemy !” If the days of
fuch are fpared a little longer, they are only left
as awful monuments of the divine forbearance;
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and as vi&tims of divine vengeance, like the bar-
ren fig-tree, to be foon cut down, as cumberers of
the ground.

But it may be afked, Do not good men often
live fo long, and loaded with fo many infirmities,

as to be (one would fay) altogether ufelefs, and
an incumbrance to others? To this we reply,

It is not for us to fet limits to the ufefulnefs of
good men. For hewever frail and infirm a good
man may be, he may be ftill very ufeful, in the
exercife of an exemplary difpefition—of fubmif-
fion—of faith—of patience—of benevolence—
and of brotherly love ; waiting all the days of
his appeinted time, until his change come. Thus
Simeon waited—thus Job waited ; and may I
not appeal to the know]édge of my audience, that
notwithftanding the very ufeful life of our de-
ceafed friend in his youth and prime, yet it was
in his advanced years, and under frailty of bedy,
though perfe@ly found in mind, that he did thofe
a&ts of benevolence, and public benefit, which will
tran{mit the fame of his ufefulnefs to future gen-~
erations, and elevate the town of Londonderry to
the enjoyment of privileges perhaps heyond a
parzllel in the State. | |
It may alfo be obferved, that the righteous may
be ufeful in extreme old age, as means of avert-
ing judzments and calamities that fometimes de-
ftroy naticns, It #s evident the tares were fpared
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for the wheat’s fake; and it is equally obvious,

that, had there been ten righteous perfons in
Sodom, it had been fpared; but bccaufc there

was not, it was deltroyed.

4. I obferve, good men are faid to come in in
feafon, becaufe they are fit for the ufe for which
they are defigned. Why does the farmer take fo
much painsin cultivating and manuring the foil
for grain togrow ! ' Why fo much labor in fenc-
ing the field, and watching it with care, that np
deftru@ive animal break in to injure it? And
why, in feafon, is he fo punctual in reaping,
gathering, and binding it in bundles ; and to re-
ceive the laft advantage of the field, he forms it
into fhocks? Is it not becaufe it is fit for the
ufe he had in view, when he began the procefs
of labor and toil neceflary to bring it to perfec-
tionin harveft?

To illuftrate the propriety of the metapher,
may I not afk, with revereice, why does God
choofe any of the human race, and beftow fo
much labor and pains, to bring them to repent-
ance?! Why create them anew? Why work in
them the work of faith with power? Why are
they watered with divine influences, correted,
inftru@ed, protc&ted, and reared up in the fear,
nurture, and admonition of the Lord, and pre-
ferved even into old age through many infirm-
ities, and finally favored with an unftinged death
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and vanquithed grave, but to fit them for the
inheritance of the faints in light, to qualify and
ripen them for the employment of the general
affembly and church of the firft-bern in heaven ?
This was the ufe he intended them for, when he
fowed the feed of grace in their hearts at firft, to
glorify his name in afcriptions of everlafting praife,
adoration, and worfhip, to him that fitteth upon
the throne, and to the Lamb forever and ever.
The appointed time is come, their fummer of life
" is over, their ripening days and harveft are fin-
.ifhed, and they are brought in and are faved.

~ IIL I fhall now conclude with a few reflec-
" tions by way of improvement.

1. We may fee, in the light of what has been
faid, the great propriety of having our affeions
weaned from the things of time, and fet upon
the fuperior concerns of an ecternal ftate, Here
we have no continuing city. The life of the old-
eft and beft men here, is but fhort and tranfitory ;-
only for a feafon. 'We fprout forth in the fpring
of childhood and youth, fleurith and bloom a-
little in the prime and fummer of life, and" are
foon cut down in harveft, and gathered home to
a ftate of being that fhall never have an end.

Here we are ¢ but ftrangers and fojourners on the
~ earth, as all our fathers were.” Let not, then,
our affetions be glued to a country where we
tarry only as ftrangers for a night, and through -
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which we pafs, and to which we fhall never re-
turn, All undue attachments to carthly things
will tend to unfit the mind for a dying bed.
But if the earthly mind is fubdued, and brought
into fubje@ion to the infkrucions of mortality, it
will foften the pillow .of death, and fcatter the
gloom of the grave, and fix eur affeions beyond
the limits of time; and we fhall drop from it,
like the ripe fruit fitted for our Father’s ufe in
glory.

2. In the light of thefe truths we may learn
‘the fuperior excellency of the gofpel, and the
aftonithing efficacy of divine grace, thus con-
verting death (“nature’s fupreme evil”), into a
great good, and making men willing to die.
Death was nort in the original conftitution of our
nature ; therefore we fhudder and fhrink back
from it, as an enemy. It awakens all the laws of
inftin& and reafon, for our prefervation. But
the gofpel of Chrift difarms death of its fting,
and the grave of its vi¢tory, and reconciles the
real chriftian to the diffolution of the earthly
houfe of this tabernacle, and enables him to
triumph over death, faying, O death, where is
thy fting ? O grave, whereis thy viGory ” And
to anticipate the bright morning of a refurre&ion,
when that which is fown in weaknefs, corruption,
and difhonor, fhall be raifed in power, in incor-
ruption, and in glory ; when momentary ages
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are funk into oblivion, and the foul is filled witfs
joy unfpeakable, in the full enjoyment of God
to all eternity.

3. We may learn the great propriety of ex-
amining ourfelves, as to our increafe in holinefs,
and every chriftian virtue. We often examine
- the progrefs of our crops in the field, and fpeak
of them with ferious difcouragement, " if very
backward ; andif flourifhing, we look for a joy-
ful harveft. If we attend with ferious concern to -
the progrefs of the fruits of the field, to fave us
from want againft the more fevere feafon of the
year, which continues but a few months; with
what fuperior concern fhould we attepd to growth
in grace and ripenefs in holinefs ; that when the
fummer of this life is over, andthe harveft of time
at an end, we may- be faved from the awful in-
clemency of a long eternity! There can be no
inquiry of greater intereft, no fcrutiny of equal
or even comparative value, to that of examining
ourfelves, of our faith, and love to God, of cur
preparation for death, and the folemnities of an
exchange of worlds! ¢There is no work, no
_ knowledge, or device, or wifdom, in the grave
whither thou goeft.” But as death leaves us,
judgment will find us. .

4. Welearn the yaft difference there is between
the death of the righteous and the death of the
wicked. The wicked is driven away in his wick-
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ednefs ; but the righteous hath hope in his death.
Hence, ¢ mark the perfe& mian, and behold the
righteous ; for the latter end of that man is peace”
—His foul fhall be bound up in the bundle of
life. But woe unto the wicked, it fhall be ill
with him ; he fhall be “burned like chaff in un-
quenchable fire”—The reward of his hand fhall
-be given him. '
How pleafing to contemplate the memory of
the juft! for they are blefled. The excellency
of good men fhows the malignant nature and
wickednefs of the wicked, in an irrefiftible point
of view. The luftre of good men’s chara&ers
when they are gone, s#ill cafts a light upon others
around, and ferves to fhow what their furvivors
are. It exhibits equally to public view, their vir-
tues and vices, their degeneracy and their worth.
Were I in this connexion to form an obituary
note of the chara&ter of Major John Pinkerton,
an Elder in the church in Londonderry, I would
fay, that he was a fteadfaft friend to religion and
learning ; a lover of peace, and of all good men .;
pleafed at the profperity of others, and grieved at
their woes ; inflexibly firm in all habits of virtue ;
eminently exemplary for humility, temperance,
induftry, and care; juft and benevolent to all,
flattering to none ; generous to the diftrefled, and
kind to the poor; a good neighbor, jealous of his

honor, and an abfolute enemy to all difhonefty,
s o
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deception, and guile—He faw, with chriftian
fubmiffion, feven children, defirable youths, his
whole family, laid in the duft-—He bore, with
fortitude, the infirmities of advanced years, and
came to his “grave in a full age, like ‘as a thock
of corn cometh in in his feafon.”—He was a pub-
lic blefling to the town where he lived ; and ge-
nerations yet to come will rife up and call him
blefed.

. In the final ad_]u{’cment of his property to the
town and parifhes, he difcovered a {pirit of im-
partial juftice (as he called it) peculiar to himfelf.
He obferved, he had public dealings with the in-
habitants of every part of the town, and wifhed
to do them all equal juftice, with refpe& to the
inftitutions of public inftru&tion. ',

To thofe who were diftrefled by the late fires
_in Portfmouth, he fent one hundred and twenty
dollars. To thofe of the fame defcription by the
fire in Newburyport, he fent fixty dollars. And

on all fuch occafions his heart and hands were
cqually open.

Time would fail me to enumerate his various
.a&s of benevolence and charity.—In his death,

widows have loft a benefaGor—their children, a
father—orphans, a thield—the poorman, if honeft
and induftrious, a friend—this church, a ruling
Elder—and the town of Londonderry, the man
whofe memory they fhall ever delight to honor,
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while a fpark of gratitude is alive in their hearts.
The tongue that would detra@ his reputation,
muft be hardened with crime. And while we
{ympathize with bereaved connexions in general,
on the death of fo good a relative, we truft that
John P. M’Gregore, the benevolent and only
grand-child of the deceafed, fhall ever be refpe&t-
ed and beloved by the people of Londonderry,
for the generofity and goodnefs of his heart, in
- the coincidence of his mind with his grand-
father’s laft will and teftament, in the difpofition
of fuch a large fhare of property for the public
good.*—And while we acknowledge with grat-
itude the obligations we are under to refpe& the
memory of Major John Pinkerton, and to im-
prove the advantages refulting from his generofity
te us and to our children for our fpiritual welfare,
let us imitate his example in being economical,
induftrious, wife, and geod.

* Major John Pinlcerton has given and bequeathed to each of the two
" religious societies in Londonderry, not far from eight thousand dollarsy
for the support of the Gospel ; and twelve thousand as a fund to the

Academy lately incorporated in this town by the name of the Pinkerton
Academy. ' '
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