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" Mr FétrowcsTizans, - -

- WHLLE attempt, with humble dif.
fidence, 2 difcharge of the duty, and acknowlcdge
 with cordial gratitude the honor affigned me on the
orefent occafion ; it affords me high fatisfation, and
- produces correfpondent freedom, that T arife to ad-
drefs a candid and enlighte ned audience, whofe minds
are not ftaiveéd with impure adulation, nor that un.
due ‘devotion paid to departed heroés, in zras of ig-
" norance and fuperftition ; nor hardened by that rig-
id sufterity, and envious ingratitude, that in this in-
formed age, would confign the charadters and ac-
tions of great men to oblivion. Encourag.d by this
happy. ftate of intelle, in this numerous affembly ;
"1 am frec to fay, yout refpedt for the memory of
GENERAL GEORGE WASHINGTON does you

honor ; and your atgithment to military order, and

the government of your country, gives every good
citizen pleafure. - - Y T

~ Agreeably” to the Proclamation of the Prefident,

we alfemble today, to commemorate our beloved -Pa-

| | triot’s
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triot’s birth ; to contcmplatc'his illuftrious life ; and
to condole and lament in his death, What a high
affemblage of different emotions of joy arid forrow,
does the remembrance of his character in this view
produce in our minds ? An aflemblage combining
diftant years, important events, and various achieve--
_ments. R
" On the 224 of February, 1732, our Friend, our
Tather, our Statefman, our Hero was born—A day
aufpicious to the Columbian world ! 2 morningon
which a day-ftar arofe in America l—an zra, Wiicﬁ t
neither our children, nor fucceeding generations
fhall ever forget, till time expires, and days fhall be
o more. Then was America honored ! Then did -
Virginia, Weftmoreland. County,.and Wathington -
~ parith, become diftinguithed fpots of the earth.
-+ No fooner had W asHINGTON arrived at the age of
‘twenty years, than the happy influence of his valua-
ble life, bedewed the frontiers of his native ftate.

His difcerning and grateful country clothed him
with honorable comyniffions, and vefted him with
plenary powers for a negotiation with her enermies.
In difcharging the duties of thefe youthful honors,
he difarmed the favage, and difpofed him for peace.
By his fuperior penetration and prowefs, he diftin-"
guifhed himfelf a blefing to_his country, triumph-
ing over Indian viftory, in faving the rémains of
Braddock’s defeated army, from the wanton cruelty
of a barbarous foe. Thefe early and fuccefsful exer-
tions were ominous of the future toils and dangers
he endured ; by which he preferved his country
from being a theatre of défpotic diverfions for Euro-
pean tyrants, to.be a garded of liberty for' the &,
merican nation. - -

-

When the rights of fréeﬁé‘%'weré ‘varioufly in~
. .- : Ce VORI g e L s 8 fr"

~ fringed in America ; when the chains ‘of Britifh

- {flavery were cunningly hid in chefts of tea ; when

a Gage, a Dunmore, with many others, ftood ready
to rivct the fhackles, by which his country was to




be. violated ; her chiafte cries reached his ears ; he
drew his fward which never delighted in blood, and
determined to fave hér. ~Neither affiuence of for-
~tune, nor the prejudices of Britain, high in his favor
for paft fervices, could produce a fingle hefitation.
- He rifks all, for Iove of country, of liberty, and of
man. This principle drew Lim frofn® his beloved
and 'peaceful retirement. This pringiple induced
hithi to renounce alife of privite eafe and honor ; in
which he was diftinguifhed as a Father to the father-
lefs, the orphan’s Shield, the ftranger’s ﬁa‘a and the
- widow’s J ngeé ;- 0. be more eminextly’ diftinguith-
edin the field of Mais, for his country’s general fal-
Aflom. o ¢ e e TR R 3
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-~ At .that diftrefsful period, when évery moment -
feemed pregnant with evénts more important than
the productions of a century; we fee WASHINGTON °
- at the head of the American arms’ ; elevated ing
fight -of the world, to the performance of command,
petilous as riding “the swbirkwind, and ardgons as di-
" tecting the florms of heaven. - His name carried order
- and government among his friends; and fct bounds
to the infolence and arms ofhis epemies. The heights
of Bofton can tell ; and their warlike entrenchments

can witnefs to his fuperior Generalthip. The abfti-
nence, the valor, the unwearied fatigues‘of Long-Ii-

land, York-Hland, and the Jerfeys ; when WasH-
INGTON carried his young and inexperienced coun-
try in his arms, with her cotintenance heavy, and
her heart like to break, are proofs, that he, ouly
grew brave by diftrefs, and colleted ftrength from
- difappointments. -~ Undifinayed by the -threats of -
angry elements, in the ftorms of winter, and in the
‘higheft fwellings of the Delaware ; wnappalled. by
- the fmallnefs of his numbers, with thelincreafe of ev-
ery want ; and faéing a powerful well equipt and vet-
“eran fo¢ } he marfhalled hislittle hoft ; he fired their
fouls with love of liberty ; and by a fingle efiort. of
his high genius crumbled the overgrown pride of
o T ‘ his
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his enemies to the duft. By this unexpected and
furprifing vi&ory, he revived the defpopding fpirits
of his couritry and invigorated her fecble arm for
the field. ST

By his wifdom in war, he often faved the blood
of his countrymen ; by retréats, triumphing over.
vidory ; converting the advances of his enemies in-
to ambufcades for their own déftruétion ; ahd cons
vinced thern, their conquefts and fuccefles werg tem-

~ porary and vain.. . S R SR

"~ When we' contemplate our - American Herp at
Brandywin¢, Germantowri, and Monmouth ; how
‘undaunted, travetfing clouds of fimoke, feas of blood,
and tempéfts of fire |'——His prefence fupplying €v-
ery want—animating’ cvery, foul—bracing every
nerve—and braving every danger. His voicein the
- hour of trial, was as fight to the blind, &rength to

S IR X RO L IR ;
the weak, couragé to the fearful, 2nd comfort 1o the

dying.

- “Watched by-the eagle Cg’»‘ Qf "W ASHINGTON ﬁs
- enemies fly from City to City for reft; apd from
State to State for territory, to no purpofe. K c'feara
aloft, alternately checks and. purfues ; until thje._ laft
exertions of his potent foe for fighting or_ﬁ;ge)qﬁ,g
are exhaufted. By 2 noble_ effort of his greaf abili-
ties, and fuperior talents in'command over our aux-
iliaries from a nation then our ally ; with the army
of America, he finally forced his enemies to -,.fm:ren-;‘
der to his clemency, as a2 Commander equally difpo-
 fed to commiferate the vanquifhed, as to fubdue =
thofetin-arms ; and to convince the power of Brit.
. ain of the neceflity of turning her thoughts on peace.

Thefe, my fellowmén, are but an impe‘rfc&: fam-
ple of the héroic luftre and fplendid achievements,
by which he direced the arms of America ; until he
evinced her importance, and weighed her indepens
dence before an aftonifhed world, in the fcale of Na-
tions. o S

When the olive branch fucceeded the glitter of

- < - arms,

i
i
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armes, and the found of induftry and agriculture, the
thunders of the field of Mars; the -Americans bee
held WasuineTON With delightful admiration, refign-
ing his high command into the hands of his beloved
country, from whom he received it ; and amidft the
applauding fhouts of thoufands, returning to Mount.
Vernon, with the prayers of Millions for bleflings
perpetual to follow him. . Inthe exercife of his high
command, WasHiNcTON convinced the wife, that
he was more wife ; the brave, that he was the-moft
brave ; but in his refignation, the good, that he was
the beft. How far inferior are the Heroes of Eu-
rope, the convulfed ftate of her pations can witnefs.
 But though WasuincTroN had retired to the
aceful ﬂu.cfes of private life; though "America is
eegly in arrears of gratitude for paft fervices; flill.
fhe looks o him, as the man that muft fecure by
his counfel in the cabinet, that independence which
he had gained in the field, by his fword. Poffefling -
every qualification to finifh the Statefman, as well-
as the General, he is.unanimoufly cholen Peelident .
of the Corivention, which erefted that. noble firuc-
ture, our federal Confitution. | What fagieity in
reafoping, penetration in judgment, and wifdom in
~ ¢conclufion, guided the Convention over which he
prefided, in rearing that ftupendous fabric,is: fully
~ evinced by the happy effe@s America enjoys. under
its roof. To thisMtrong hold (under God) are we
indebted for prefervation from the fury of domettic
faction ; and from the conquett of terror,and plun.’
der, of fdrc;ign nations. It ‘is under the covert of
- this allprote@ing edifice, that our gaels aré not
thrown open by the hand eof violence; that our
Judges are not togn from the bench of juftice ; that
~ our minifters of morality and religion are not drag-
'ged from their defks ; that places of public worthip
~ are not converted to play houfes, nor our precious
fabbaths to a French decade. It isunder the banner
of this ftanding teftimony of WasHingTCN’s abili-
\ | . D " ties,
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ties, with thofe of his copatriots, that we are fafe
from the ftorms of endlefs revolutions, confpiracies
and intrigues ; and - that our wifelt ftatefmen have
not felt the dagger of the affaffin, on the floor of
- Congrefs. It is rallying round this ftandard of ra-
tional liberty, order and government, that our citi-

zens are not robbed, our %oufes not rifled, our fair
not violated, our old men not miferable ; nor our
~ tender infants deftroyed on the point of the fpear.
“And give me leave to add,'it is under ‘the ar¢h of
this mighty ‘building, that; America fits yet in her

owpn houle, with her children around her; and calls
them happy. Happy will they ftill be, if they real-
-ize it, for-it is the order of the family. =~ ﬂ
- When the federal Conftitution received the fanc-
tion of the geople, America looks again to WasH-
_INGTON, as the man, whom fhe ftill delights to hon-
or ; and as worthy of her higheft confidence in peace,
“as well as in war. He is unanimoufly chofen to

hold the chief reins of governmient. - At his coun-

try’s call, attefted by the joy infpired into all ranks of
citizens at ‘his ele@tion ;- lie fofe from his feat of
eafe, on which he had been fcarce allowed a moment’s
retv ; and in the exercife of felf-denial for her good,
bowed to her requeft ; and with a diffidence peculiar
to-a mind equally great in itfelf, a.d unfullied by
pride or difimulation, entered on his high office,
with a dignified folemnity unknown before in" A-
merica. How well he difcharged the duties of this
high honor, the nations, of the earth and the grate-
~ ful heart of every honeft American can.witnefs.—-
His whole life feemed to indicate, that a fpecial Prov-
idence had raifed him up, and given him a rare af-
femblage of virtues, and powers of judgment, to
perform a complicated variety of important fervices ;
in defending his country in war ; and refining and
confolidating her government in peace. Like a fo-
cus of light,in which all rays concentre ; he poffefl-
ed whatever was noble, virtuous, and good in man.
: - - To
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To our American Hero, as_to the greateﬁ of mor-
tals,has been, allotted thie hlgbe rize of human glo-
ry, in running his race, without amble, ftain, ar de-
fect. The fame of his illuftrious deeds has explored
every region of the!arth and crof ed every latitude
of the ocean. ‘On WASHINGTON, 2s0n 2 lazi
comet, in the firmament of hiuman ftars, the mhahu
tants.of the different Zones have had thelr gyes e-
qually fet; and-whether friends or enemies tq Ax-
merica, ,ha"fg been his equal admirers. His name -
fhall remain jn the archxvcs of the world, till.,thc Ier
cords of titne fhall ceafe ; and thﬁ Jublime poet, the
lively liner, the: cur; ol engraver, and eve amﬁ -
cer of monmen %‘,‘embtancei é eX -

the wondcr of ftb,c err % while a A Bk
: R EX) g 'R % ¥ " A R
'And wlule_ eart} : ha |

lgbts, ;md ;_ e Bwnmcmn
of man. ‘When the good, the’ gredt, thé Jearned, or
illiterate, the. {oldier -or gitizeny Jook at-she tomb of
- WasHINGToN; they will:deop the generous: -fear on
his urfi, while the merma his virtues and “valor
cnhyens thejr innate refpe& for Bis.duft and athes. -

" "But alds, he 15 no more !, We. are bergaved. of
‘W asiiNGToN forcver | For this, our country utters..
her graans of grief, and. is:decply forry. : For-this,
the chair of her.fate; and the defk of her templeare
“fhrouded in fable~For this; the" hilt of ‘her fword,
and the arm of her citizen, are clothed ‘in crapé—-
For this, her drums. are muffled; her trumpets are
hoarfe, and ‘her mufic mourns. And for this her
natxonal fortitude ftands this day in arms reverfed,

the DEFENDER Of her R

onasntBNENERENNE........  ----- - e
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not athamed of the tear of heavy. wo on her cheeR. |
~ Let us condole with her. If our heéarts are not ada-
* mant ; if our eyes are not flint ; they will melt, they |
will weep for WasningToN. Tomelt is pleafant, ta
weep is manly j to forget hina 8% ingratitude of the
blackeft hue; and to be indifferent under fuch a
» high-difpenfation, is impious infénfibility. - - |
At his birth, the pillars of tyranny trembled ; in v} 6 .
his life, kings and conquercts darkened under his |
fuperior luftre ; and at his death, the nations mourn. §
- If the united abilities that accomplith the General,
Patriot, and Statefman; could have bafiled the pow-
er of death, Wasmwneron hidd never died. If the

“united ‘prayers of the virtugus ‘th Améerica, from his }

B

- ‘Excellency ADAMS; to the loweft citizen, could have -

availed, WAsstNoTON wets yetalive. And the moft |

- expreflive tokens of refpe®, from the firft charalters -

 futhe different quarters of the world, to Wasawe- |

Yow, authorize meto iy ;- that if the defives of the |

- good and the -geeit, i’ Europe, A4, and Africa,
added to the teass of the tawny.tribet to the weftern

Ocean, could have foftencd the king of terrobs, our | -

~ AMERICAN CHIEF were yet fpared. But he is gone | -

- forever from us—we fhall hear his voice no more~
- To us, in this ftupendous difpenfation,’ "

" The age of Bbaren o dork i It
- 4 PuMled in mazes, and perplexed with errors!
“ Nor know we where the regular confufion ends.”*

) @ Thy ways are in the fed, and thy éathé in the mighty wa-
- ters, and thy footfteps are not known.”t+ |

- “Were-ap enemy to invade our coafts, wide 3s the
fea, is the breach made in our army by his death ; §
* and to thofe who realized his worth in the day of | -
danger, heart-rending indeed is that difpenfation by.
which the Deliverer of our country, the Founder of
our government, and the Bulwark of our natiOni‘ 1;
| - - id

- r—
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hid forever from our fight. “Had this awful Provi-
dence taken eg’lan;t.e’ in America, when his arm was her

’

fupport in the field of wle and diftrefs ; and
when one ftumble in his walk ‘woyld have made her

heart trembié and her countenance fad ; who can
fav, that we, with our little ones, might not fit to-
day, under the darkhefs of monarchial government,
in the fackcloth of flavery. - Thank -Heaven, it was
otherwife ordered ; and while fubmiffion to thehigh -
decree of his deceafé thould humble every Amaicﬁa
 in the duft, every heart fhould mingl '
~ with mourning, that heaven has fpared b
ous lifefolong. .~ .- |
Let us not forger the mem
W asHINGTON ; and it will not
T his life, we have 2 con
v all claffes of citizens, fra

hummwiehhhk inrems
defcription of public officers. In the pious go d-
nefs of his heart, illufivated by the jufice, temper-
ance, tender benevolence, and univerfal correctnels
and purity of his manners in private life ; we have
all an example in WasHiNgToN for living ; and in
his magnanimous, refigned compofure in death, 2
precious example for dyiné. ~The htter fu{lg ac-
tords with the former. General GEoRGE W asH.

incTon died in the full pofleflion of his reafon,
without 2 groan, though in_ extreme diftrefs ; per-
fetly refigned to the will of heaven, and ready to
wing his way from this vale of tears, we truft, to the
mantions of blifs, and endlefs repofe. May a deep

it lBré:ﬁi'on of our common Father’s memory, excite

millions of his extenfive family to be like him, pi-

ous, brave, virtuous, wife, and good ! |

FND OF THE ORATION.




| . MEMORANDUM.
 THIS great man’s anceflors came from 0ld England, in
the yéar 1657, "He is of . the third.defeent after their mi=
ration, the firft fruit of @ fecond marriage ; born on the
22d February, 1732, in 1he parifb of Wefbington, Weft-
moreland  county, Virginia, His Father's Jamily was
numerous.—His education _was pripcipally managed by a
private Tutor, awhich bas been often the cafe in families of
diftindtion in Virginia. - His Father died when he was but
ten years.of age. U R

In-the fifteenth Zear of bis age he. Fad determined fo go
to Joa ; and had his baggage preparéd for' embarkation;
but through the reluctance of bis [urviving parent to @
Jeafaring lifey e relinguifhed  bis determinatian. .

“When. e was in the ‘twentieth year of. bis age, be was
bonored with.a Major’s sommiffion.—In. bis puenty Jecond
| year, be was invefted with plenary powers lo-négociate awith
“the French and Canadians, who were making inroads on
ihe fransers of the Britfh, Colaies.—He fulfiled the de
Jignof bis miffon with Jiagular indufiry, puielligence, and
~ addrefs It 15 _faid bis fournals, were pu ff]béj’d to the warld
and announsed, at that early time of his 1ifé, the greatnefs
of mind ond correct manner of doiﬂg'b_zlf;zzg]}, ‘wwhich bave
[fince charadlerized hiw in.the manggement of more ardus
ous undertakings. . . A
" Inxygs, be faved he broken remains of Bradduck’s
dcfeated army, at. kort Duguefne—Dbut innumerable, and
100 tedious to mention, were the bardfbips be endured, and
 the plans ne devifed, to defend the frontiers during the war
with France. | o |
 Peace being reflored to the middle colonies in 1758, and
 }is bealth baving been. greatly infured by the. wer, be re-
 figned bis comnigfion the year following.—
" After bis bealth was gradually re/tored, be married an
amiakle widow of merit and wealth, with whom-be bas
no iffue.~-He was often chefen by the fuffrages of his fel-
low citizens #o il @ Jeat in the General Afflembly of Virginia.
—He was Magifirate in bis county, and ‘fudge of the
Court. \, :

In

v o o s e .
[ ]




—Tr T

In 1774, be was chofen @ Member of the it American- ‘
Congrefs—And the year following, Commander in Chief of -

the American Forces—With what confummate abilities e
JSarmed a body of pedfan‘ry to a regular. ariy, and fit 1o ¢
counter the flower -of wetcran triops, remains unparalleled
in toe annals of poft ages, and “will teiain the admiration
of the world for ages tocome.” = - .
At the clofe of the war, he réfigned ‘hii- commiand and
retired to bis feat in Virginia— Multitudes ‘threnged bis
paffage, bath in city and in country, bailiig him gs the pre- -
Jerver-of their liberties, :be’gi@er of their independence, and

the reflorer of peace. - ..U Yo
In 1787, He was eletted a member of the Federal Con-
venticn, ‘and- its Prefident, while framing the federal
Conftitition, under which we now may [0 happily live,—
In 1989, be was urianimoufly chofen Prefident of the U-

- nited States of America, and induticd inta office om. the
3oth of April, in the City of New York in the galléry of
the federal Hailjn'the viewof thoufands of [peltators.—
- The oath was adminiRered by Chancellor LivingRon. . Se--

<

veral circumflances concurred to render this céremopyun-
ufually folemn—The prefenceof thée Father and Delfverer
of bis country—T he impreffion of gratitude for paf: fervis
ces—The waft concourfe of fpectators—The devoltt and
reverential manner in which be bowed, and in which be re-
ceived the oath ; together with the confideration of bis be-
ing chofen to the moft dignificd dffice in America, ard per-
kaps in rhe world, by the ununimous woice of more than
three Millions of enlightened freemep ; all confisired to
Place this among the moft auguft and interefling fienes which
have ever beer exiibited on the theatre of time. .4 [peéia-
tor of this feene was fo firuck with the folemunity of it,
as an appeal to heaven and earth at once, that when the
Chancellor pronounced, 1.058¢ Live GEORGE, WASH-
INGTON, his fenfibility was wound up to fuch a piich,
that he could only wave bis hat without being able to join
one word in the repeated acclamztions that rent the air.—
To this sffice he was rechojen vntil he finally deciined @ re-
election 5 at which time be formed an addrefs wiich for

" Wi om




‘read it, and 2o read it alo
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k voifden ;fwky{fwfﬁ of thought, perfpicuity of fiyle and
an

purity of language, is fecond to Rone, nor equalled by any.

This addrefs is recommended to us now.@s the legacy of @

olitical father to- bis family} and we are jufly told ta
p ; , nj;bﬂfdl’ﬁfbﬂ!ﬁ may karq" .
We add ; bis care for bis country’s geod is' very evident
in bis lapt public a8} of éondefeenfion iw; dcepting the ap-

‘pointment of Ligwtc General of the American army ; colich
“gffice be bas refigned with his life ; which se are informed

" fook plaze as follows.. On Friday,the day before be died, be

Jpent. fome time in marking & gravel walk which be bad
in tomtemplation, em the bauk;gf the Potowmac.—~—There -
came & fall of frow which d¥ not deter bim from his
purfuit—He continued till hisneck and hair were quite
covered with fnow. He [pent the evening with Mrs. Wefhe

 ingtow, reading the newfpapers ;—went o bed as ufual a-

" baut ine of the clock—watked in the. night very unwelli—-
- In t%mrmng Jinding bimfelf fill fo—fent for Dr. Craik

dria." Svon.after bis arrival,.two con ulting Phy-

 Jeiansorte font for, but all tuno- purpefe.—FHlis diforder.
- would not yield to medicin? ;" and by teelve of Ihe clock at

night an Saturdla

lay, the vath of Deieinber, 1799 -expired
withost a groan—in the 68th year of bis ge He faid a
few miputes before bis death, * Bury me decently, and not

e . By o e

«¢ | die @ very bard death, but I am not afraid to die.’~—

* Before e breatbed-his Igf, be laid binjelf on bis back,

* placed bis bands before bim, and clofed bis own mouth and
eyes. | . o N
Thefe extralis are from aletter fent from a Gentleman
 of refpectability in Philadelphia, dated fanuary 208, who

had recemtly reiurned, from Mount Vernon ; after the

- Gengral’s deash.

* Theprincipal part of the preceding Memorandum is extralled
from Dr. Morfe's Geography, and is bere inferted for the ufe of thofe
who may have few. mieans or opportunities of irzformatior@ this-maft
interefling fubjedt. ~ L '

FINIS,

Y e e = - - ——






