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A S ER M O N

REVELATIONS xiv. 6.

And I faw anctber angel, fly in the midf of beaven, baving
the everlafling gofpel te preach unto them that dwel}
on tke earth, and to every natiom, and kindred, and tongse,
and people.

MY FRIENDS AND BRETHREN,
I T H this book, God clofes the canon of infpira-

tion. In it, he gwves us a fummary of excel-
lent inftru@ions, fuited to the various ftate of the
church ; with a prophetic difcovery of many great events
hid 1n the womb of tuturity ; and which were to come to
pafs in their appointed feafons, to the end of the world.
Like many cther bocks of infpiration, the name of this, is
expreflive of its contents. It is called Revelation ; and
the Revelation of Jefus Chnft. And this Revelation, God
gave to him to be communicated no doubt to his {ervants
in g. 22ral ; and which Chrift {fent by the fpiritual infiru-
mentality of an angel, in particular unto his fervant Jchn.
That John the evangelift was the penman of this book,
is obvious from comparing the 2d verfe of the 1ft chapter
of it, to the teftimoay which he bore of Chnft, in his
evangelical writings.
In the firft chapter of this facred book, we have an ele-
gant introdution to his epiftclary communicationsr to the
even
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feven churches ot Afia ; with benedictions to the faithful
readers and hearers of thie epiftles and prophecies ; and thc
whoie interfperied with a beautitul defcription of the

fon and charaer of the Receemer, with a clufter of thc
bleﬂhgs the redsemed en)ov ; and an account of the pen-
man’s nane, lituation and fu‘fmngs at the very time when
Le wrote it, by the ipint of infpiration.

He wrote the epiftles to ihe feven churches, at the com-
mand of the Great Alpha and Omega, the firlt and the
laft ; 2nd defcribed bis charalter under various forms, with
a majefty and {ublimity far {uperior to tae excellence of
human eloquence. The fecond and third chapters contain
thefe epiftles ; and we find the candor of the writer, equal-
Jly obvicas, with his faitiifulnefs ; in commending the
churcles for thofe things wherein they were right and re-
proving them wherein they were wrong ;—sni enforcing
every epiftle with fomething ot the excellent chara&ter he
had given of Chrift, in his preparatory introdu&ion.

After thele epiftolary communications to the churches
are finifhed, we find the penman proceeding in the fourth
ard fifth chapters, to the prophetic part of his revelation.

In this we find him favored with a wifion of Gaod, as
feated upor a throne, celebrated by minifters and f{zints,
tegether with a vifion of Chnft, as the lion of the tribe of
Juda, the root and offspring of D.md and as fuch able to
opea and expiaia the feven fealed book of God’s alwile
decrees, to the univerfal joy of faints and angels, whether
in heaven or on earth.

Ie the fixth chapter Chrnift i1s opening fix {esls. 1In this
it is fuppofed we have a defcription of the varnious flate of
the church and Roman empuie, from Chrift'’s alcenfion, to
the rime of Conltantine, abcut the year 323, when Pa-
gani/m was 1n a great meafure reoted out of the empire.

During ths tme, many of the Emperors were cruel
p:r.ecutors, aml the church fuffered ten different periecu-
tions. As thefe afl:&tions were great, there flill re-
mained moie calanities and tria's in rcrfnc for the church,
under the cpening of the feveuth feal, in the eiglhith chap-
ter ;—fuch as hatl, and fire mingled with blood, and a

burning
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bursing mountain caft into the {ea, darkne(s {miting the
fun, moon and ftars ; and a three fold wo denounced a-
gainft the inhabitants of the earth. We find the fafety of
God’s children held vp to view in the feventh chapter,
under the emblem of beneficeat angels, holding the four
winds of the earth, that they thould not blow on the earth,
nor on the fea, nor on any tree, and exprefliy comtnanded
not to hurt them, unti! the {ervants of God fhould be feal-
ed, as we fuppoie, witi: a fesl of prefervation, from any fi-
nal injury. Thus the feventh chapter looks back by way
of comfort to the church, with reipect to the difirefles fhe
had already undergone ; and forward to fupport anc com-
fort her agawnft the afflitions and calamities fhe had yet
to endure. This is ufual in the providence of Ged | The
prefent life 1s a checkered ftate of being, for the church
profperity is interfperfed with adverfity. light with dark-
nefs, joy with forrow, and pleafure with pain. It isinthis
light we find the difcoveries of infpiration in this book
throughout ; and efpecially in the preced:ng chapter, and
in that where our texr 1s recorded. In the former we have
2 difcovery of the nfe and fury of Aatichnit under the
fimiiitude of a beaft :ifing up out of the fea, {wift and fub-
tle as a icopard, cruel as a bear, fierce and rapacious as a
lion. Butin that where our text is, John got a view of
Chnift under the emblem of a lamb, ftanding upoa Mount
Zion, with his church and people ; and the care he takes
of them in the time of danger, with ample manifeftations
of their joy In conlequence. And he reprefents them, as
harping with their harps, and fingirg a new fong before the
throne, which no man can iearn, but the redeemed from
among men on the earth ; being the firft fruits unte Ged,
and the Lamb, and in whofe mouth is no guile.

To this happy end he got a difcovery of a preached
gofpel, in the vifion contained in the words of our text,
And I faw another angel, Ay in the midft of heaven, hav-
ing the everlafting gofpel to preach unto them that dwell on
the earth ; and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue,
and people.

It 1s generally agreed, that the fight which John faw of

an
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3&1 angel, is an emblematical reprefentation of gofpel min-
iters.

The flight of the angel in the midft of heaven, may be
very expreflive of the willing aivity and diligence of gof-
pel minifters, in the church for their work. Their having
the everlaiting gofpel to preach, intimates their being ac-
quainted with its nature and properties ; and their being
clothed with proper authority to preach it to the informa-
tion of ~thers. In the words we have alfo, the objelts,
and extent of their commuffion, as gofpel preachers ; them
that dwe!l on the earth, neither f{aints departed into
heaven, nor fouls funk into defpair in hell. From
this we may infer that as faints in heaven, have no
need of the adminiftration of gofpel ordinances, departed
fpirits in defpair, having defpifed the gofpel in time, fhall
not enjoy it 1n eternity ; but are jultly configned over to
wo without remedy.

The extent of a golpel minifter’s commifiion 1s, every
nation, kindred, tongue, and people dwelling upon the
carth ; or as Chrift fays, every creature under heaven.

From ghe words thus opened, I fhall take the liberty of
fhewing the propriety of the fimilitude; under which gof-
pel minifters are reprefented in the text, as angels, and
then illuftrate a little the nature and properties of the
gofpel, as the everlafting gofpel ; and fhew how 1t is to be
preached ; after which I fhall fpeak of the objefts, and
extent of a mimfter’'s commffion, as exprefled 1 the words,
them that dweil on the earth ; every nation, kindred,
tongue, and people. I am, :

1ft. To fhew the propriety of the fimilitude under
which gofpel minifters are reprefented in the text. The
evangelift John faw an angel, a minifter or meffenger fly in
the midit of heaven. As 1 truft we Lave no fadducees, de-
nying the exiftence of angels and {pirits, in this affembly,
I fhall not digrefs to fay any thing more to confute {uch,
than that reafon affords a ftrong prefumption for the exift-
ence of ange's ; and {cripture rtenders the truth of 1t un-
queftionable. The minifters of the feven churches of
Afia, were denominated angels ; and to them, under that
character, the epiftles of infpiration were directed.

Minifters

]
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Minifters ate compared to angels, from the {piritual na-
ture of their office ; for as angels are fpiritual beings
fo minifters are called fpiritual inftruCors.  They
have to deal with the {ouls or fpirits of men, andin all their
concerns for, and with the fouls of men, they are to con-
fider th=mfelves accountable to the Supreine Spirit, whe is
to be worfhipped in fpirit and in truth, 1n the fervice of the
gofpel. |

Angels are continually near God, ferving him day and
right ; and defore him, as more intimately acquainted with
him than other beings in general. So mimfters thould live
near God in prayer and meditation,and be inftant in feafon,
and out of f{eafon, ferving God as the apofile fays, with the
{pirit in the gofpel ; and acquainting themfelves, more and
more with God ; the myfteries of his word, the operations
of his fpint, the defigns of his providence, and with the
efficacy of his grace. |

The propriety of the metaphor under which minifters
are reprefented in the text, will appear from the very mean-
ing of the word angel, fignifying the fame as meflenger.
Chrift the prime minifter of the New Teftament, is cailed
the meflenger, or the angel of the covenant ; and as fuch
he was fent into the world on an embafly of falvation.
Agreeably to this, his minifters may be called meflengers
and are expreflly called ambaffadors. We as ambaffadors
for Chnift, pray you, in Chnft’s ftead, be ye reconciled to
God. As angels are fert by the authority of God, to ex-
ecute his commands on earth ; {o are minifters of the gof-
pel. Hence they are faid to be fenit forth ;—Bchold, I
fend you forth, as fheep among wolves ; be ye wile as fer-
pents, and harmlefs as doves. Wher Ifaish the prophet
was called to this fpiritual employment, an enquiry 1s made
by the Spirit in the following words : Whom fhall I fend,
and who wili go for us? To this, the willing prophet re-
plied, here am I, fend me.

Tothete obfervations we may yet add, that minilters are
not only denominated meflengers, and fent in that charac-
ter as angels often are ; but are likewife fent upon the fame
important buiinefs, Theg are co-workers with angels, for

the
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the children of me:. A cherub. or angdd was fent to
m'mfter usto lwzh dhe pm',.,;t; an angel was fent to
mimiler uato Danidd 355 i phet great’y be'oved, and an-
geb miniftered unto Yicob altendire and dcfccndm" on a
vironary ladder; the retare L= conciuded the place wus the
lou'e of God, and the gute of heaven. When the apaﬂlc

Paul was fpeakinz of angels 3 the meft henorable ftyle ;

A

called them mimiiering rx,.ms s fent forth to mimiQer i.)r
them,who fhall bz heirs of aalvation. ‘\nd we are alfd inlorm-
ed, that angels ‘.:m“cred ainio Chnidd, and procliimed the
good n: WS, ar d glad trdin s o u ivatioa anto the [hephberds,
at Coent's buth. Waat is this, bui a zun'nar) reprefent-
attea of the emiploymient of zeipdd miinidters 2 Their bu-
facls 1s to wait upon Chrft ) and to minifter unto the
Lews of meitum, aid 1o gadber ia the oeét of God from
the four winis of the caith. Aniat:s to this  purpofe
GUE E2XE repieients em as Sranz angels, h.nm(f the ever-

A

Jatiing gipel to preach 20 tiiein that duwil upo:a the earti.
BU{ th S 5(‘3\

vu. Toilin"

“
-
~
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ate the mature and preperties of the oof-

l, as the C\dl‘i; iz aolpel) end to thew huw 1t is to be
reached,  The word goipel 1s fumetumes underfiood in a

rge {ode, os fignfyiog the whale of the Bible. But
et s 1L is uled, as meaning oaly the new Tcﬁamc‘nt,
1 diftin Son from taz old, as more legai m s 'uxm n:iira-
t:ons. iu.:. it s fand tl‘c lax caine, Lv Moies ; butgrace
el truth, by Jefus Chall. - Sometimes tire word gofpse!

Jvoa

1 cxpm..w\, of the four evangeiait’s initorv, of the birth,
hio, veath, reurrection, and aicention of Jyfus Chrit, as
u.d 1t from the otuer parts of the new Tettament.  But
by .2 gofpatin a irict, and proper lende, we are to under-
{15 the exh:bition of t' cov:nant oi grace, asan abfo-
Jutely tree, and gracious difpentation ¢t inercy, and falva-
Uon 1O inen on earth, both under the 0!d, aud new Tefta-
ment; and a tins retpect it is to be unideribod inits true
and genuine nicaning, s good nzws aad glad t hnm
:'\;,,\cc.mk to this, t]» anzels p-.ou(m.ud th. b.rth of
Chiril, as an  eileand! difpentanion o th: goipel to
macsind,  Bebald, T brmy you giad tidings of great joy,
Wltlkﬂ

ﬁ i-;-‘-.‘ toj




which fhall be to aii peeple. That the exhibitien ol .thc
covenant of giace s the gefpdd, good nens eor ghd tihings
will appear, when we confricr, wiit the g-fel pooclas
from this covsnant to mnnkind.  The bldies prodamed
are comprechended in tle promiles of that covenant, fo
the falvation of men frem fin and hell. Herce the cofy i
proclaims pardon to tie guiity 5 Leven ], am be, that ixet-
teth out thine iniquities, and wili not remnember thy fics
any more. The prophet Zachariah gives us a Iveiv re-
prefentation of this truth.  As for thee 2ito, by tie bioad
of thy covenant, 1 have {ent thy prifoners out of the i,
wherein 1s no water. Teli a condemned criminal of
crowns, and kingdoins without pardon, he is thil dii-
confolate. Inforin hun of a fovereign di‘penfaticn. 1n tire
adminiitration of which, his chaips are v be bofcd, his
prifon doors unlocked, a pardon put into his hand, and tha
he fhall enjoy the privileges of a tree citizen ; and his heart
wii] leap forjoy. The proclamation whicl: Ged made
of himielf to Moles, is pregnant with the grod rews and
elad tidings of the golpel ; when be pafi=d bv hin and
faid 5 [ am the Lord, the LLord God, mercifu! and grzc:-
cus, lorgiving iniquity, tranf2refilon and fin. |
The golpel as an exhibitton of the coverant of grace,
contains fandification for the morally polluted, and nesce
tor the confcience ; and fuch joy to the difconf late, that
the werld cannot give nor take awav.  The Prph-
ct Ifaiah beautifully deferibes the nature of the goipei, in
tie following words : The Spirit of the Lord Ged 1s upon
me, becaule he hath anointed me to preach good tidings
to the mek.  He hath fent me to bina up the breken
hearted ; to proclaiin Liberty to the captives, and the open-
ing of the prion to them that are beound ; t5 proclaim
the acceptable vear of the Lord. To appoint unto them
that mourn in Zion ; to give vnto them beautv fer athes,
the oil of joy for mcurning, and the garment of praife for
the {pint of heavinefs. It isunder the adminiftraticns of the
gofpel, that the eyes of the blind are onzned, the ears of the
deat are unftopped, and that the lame man leapsasan | ait ;
the tongue of the dumb fings, and waters bicak out in the
wilderucfs,
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wildernefs, and ftreams in the defert. It is by the gofpel
that the wildernefs and 15 folitary place thall be glad for
them ; and the defert {hall bloffom as the rofe. To the
joul fenfible of its danger of perithing ior ever, and realiz-
1ng the excellency of the gofpel ; it is as reft to the weary,
bread to the hungry, drink for the thi:fty, cloathing to the
naked, wealth to the poor, and mercy to the miferable.
To this purpole arc the following paflages of infoiration.
“ Cemz unto me ail ye that are weary ana heavy laden,
and I will give you reft. Come eat of my bread, and
driok of the wine which I have mingled. 1 counfel thee
to buy of me, goid tried in the fire that thou maytt be nich ;
& white raiment that thou mayft be cioathed,that the (hame
of your nakedaefs may not appear.” The gofpel enriches
the foul with durabie riches and nightcoulnels. All things
are given to the believer in the golpel ; Paul, and Apolios,
and Cephas, and life, and death, things prefent and things to
come. God himlelf 1s made over in the gofpel as the por-
tion of the foul. The Lord 1s my portion, faith my foul,
therefore I will hope 1n him. 1 wilt be your God is a fun-
damental promife of the new covenant, and is comprehen-
five of all the bleffings of grace ani glory,

God makes himfeif over to his people 1n this promife,
in all that he 1s, perfonally confidered, as their Father; Re-
deemer, and Sanctifier.

There s a fenfe in which God makes himfeif over to
his peaple in Chrift, in all his attributes and perfeftions,
whether communicable or incommunicable. The eterni-
ty of God s the date of the believers happinefs ; his im-
menfity the bounds of his inheritance, and the immutabil-
ity ot Jehovah, the rock of his reft. The wildom of God
i1s his direction, the power of God his protettion ; his ho-
linefs will fan@lity him, his juftice will acquit him, his good-
nefs reward him ; ard hie faithfulnefs fccure him in the
accomphithment of alt the promifes of {aivation. Thefe,
and many other great and precious promiizs are but even
a part of the good news and glad tidings contained in the
gofpel. Eye hath not {een, nor ear heaid, nesther hath it
entered into the heart of man to conceive, the things that

God hath prepared for them that love him.
1
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It is an additional ground of joy and g:adnefs that this
golpel is everlafting. This 1s a quality by which 1t 1s de-
nominated in the text. The word everlafling is variouily
underftood in fcripture ; formetimes it fgnifics from eterni-
ty, and fometimes to eternity, 2nd fometimes both. Thus,
God is faid to be from everizfting to everlafting. We
find al‘o it denotes a thing to oe very ancient, or to endure
for a long time to come. hus the hills are called ever-
laftiog hills ;—thus the land of Canaan was given for
an everiafting poffefion. The gofpel is everlafting in all
thefe reipe@s. It is from eternity, and to cternity as to
its author. I was fet vp from everlafting, fays Chrift under
tte charalter of wifdna, 12 Prov. 8th chapter. When
there were no depths 1 was brought forth ; when there
were no fountains abounding with water, when he prepar-
ed the heavens I was there. Then 1 was by him as
one brought up with him, rejoicing always before him—
daily his delight—rejcicing in the habitable parts of the
carth, and my delights were with the fons of men.

The pofpel is everlafting 1n its decrees and purpofes—
Hence, when the great Apoftie’s heart heuves with gran-
tude to God for blefing us with all the f{pintual bleffings
of the gofpel ; he adds, according as he hath chofen us in
him before the foundation of the world ; being predefh-
nated unto the adoption of children—and having made
known unto us the myftery of his will, according to his
good pleafure, which he hath purpofed in himfelf : that in
the difpenfation of the fulnefs of time, he might gather
together 1n one, all things in Chrift ; both which are in
heaven, and which are on earth ; even 1n him, in whom
we have an inheritance, being predeftinated according to
the purpofe of him who worketh all things, after the coun-
fel of his own will. ‘

Nor are the teftimonies of God’s eternal decrees refpedt-
ing the gofpel, peculiar to the New Teftament only. The
Prophet Jeremiah informs us of God’s eternal and ever-
lafting purpofe of grace.  Bchold I have loved you

with an everlafting love, therefore with loving kindnefs
have 1 drawn you.

In
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In point of antiquity, the gofpel is coeval with the crea-
tion of the world, ir the appointmer.t of a fabbath of reft ;
anc in the promuigation of the promile, that the feed of
the woman fhould bruite the ferpent’s head :—~-when in
confcquence of man’s firt apoftzcy, ali man kiad,

‘Jav dead in trefpafics and  fins. It is nro lefs

than a miracle. and ftanding evideace of the everlaft-
ing nature of the gofpel, that 1t has been preferved from
age to age to tie prefent day ;—hell and earth, and 1n a
fenfe, men and devils have confpired fur its deftrution.
The goipe! has come down to us, {wimming on feas oi blood,
engaged in {cenes of actions ; and advancing through tem-
peits of fire for our falvation. The fate of its glonous
author while on earth, and of the members of his myftical
body, bear a ftrong relemblance to each other. And as
the author of the gofpel deflroyed principalities and pow-
ers, and obtained a gioricus vic¢tery in his refurretion from
the dead ; ic 1s a fure prelude, that the gofpel cannot be
{fubdued in his followers ; but that it thail live and flour-
ith far and wide, and reign to the end of the world.

It may be noticed that the righteoufrefs mamtefted 1n
the goipel, 1s an everlafting righteoufneis. It is expreifly
denom'nated fo by Daniel the Prophet. Seventy weeks
are determ:nzd upon thy people, and upcn thy holy city,
to finith the tranfgrefiicn, and to make an end of fins, and
to make reconciliation for miquity, and to bring in ever-
lafting righteoufnefs, and to feal’ up the vifion and prephe-
cy, and to arornt the moft holy.

It can hardly be doubted, that thefe words have a direét
refpe®t to, and their fuli:ment in Chnift, whofe ever-
lafting rightecufnsfs, 1s the only and meritorious ground ot
our juftification before God i the golfpel.

T he efficacy of divine grace, in the nearts of gofpel fub-
1efts, and the fubjelis themiclves, are everlafting. Of
the former 1t 1s {aid, that the mcorruptible fced of the
word, hiveth and abideth {or ever :—and of the latter, we
are nformed that their hie 15 grafted on us hife 1a that
promife, becanfe 1 hive. ve iha'l Lve alfo.  When God
puts his law 1ste ther hemts, and writes it in ther minds,

it
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it is done in fuch an effe@tual mannsr, that no viciffitude in
time, at death, or in eternity, thall ever obliterate. In
the golpel, Chnft gives eternal life to his people ; they
fhall never perith, ncither fhall any pluck them out of his
hand. The babit of grace in thz hearts of behevers, is Iike
gcod feed fown in good giourd. The longer it is there,
the deepzr 1t roots, and higher it grows in hively exer-
ciie, until it arrives at the beavcty of a palm-tree in the par-
adile of God. In the everlalting efhcacy of the gofpel, the
nrophet’s vilion fha'l be fuily accomplithed ; when a palm-
trze and a cherel:, or {aints and angels fhall crrament the
tempie of the Lord, even the houfe r.ot made with hancs,
cternal in the heavens.

Laftly, Ti:e glory and praife the gofpel brngs to God,
15 cverlafting. Hence the feur and twenty Elders
which are bcfore the throne, caft their crowns to
the ground faying, thou art worthy O Lord to receive glo-
ry, and honor, and power. In another place 1t 1s fad,
every creature which ts in heaven, and on the earth, and
{uch as are in the fea, I heard faying, blefling, and honor,
and glory, and power, be unto hum that fitteth upon the
throne, and uato the lamb, for ever ard ever. And the
tour beails fard, Amen. And the four and twenty Elders
fell down and worfhipped him that liveth for ever
and ever.. I now take the hiberty of fhowing how

tiis golpel is to be preached. T hope I may be indulged
this freedom upon fuch an occafion, without being fuipe@-
ed of arrogating a full competency to the importance of
the fubjelt 5 or of throwing any new light upon it to my
Reverend Brethren. Permit me only to be thought, to
fir up purc minds by way of remembrance. Two ideas
may comprehend all I mean to fay on this point, viz. The
~matter and manner of preaching.

Firft, the matter of a mintiter’s fermons is to be attend-
ed to. This fhould be ihe truth ; and the truth as it is
in Chriflt.  Chriit cracified is to be the great theme of our
fermons © He s to be preached in the glorious conftitu-
ton of wis perfon, as God man Emanuel ; in the excellen-
Cy of lus othces, as our prophet, prieft, and king—and in

the
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the fulnefs and freenels of his grace. We are to preach
Chrift in his incarnation and birth ; us the great myftery of
godlinefs ; God manifefted in the fleth. We are to preach
Chnft in his life as our example, in his dea’h: as our atone-
ment, in his refurrection as our hope, and in his afcenfion
to heaven as our forerunncr and advocate.  We w:eto hold
up his do&rine as the rule of our faith, hislaw as the rule of
our manners ; & him in his endearing charaQers & relations
as our Saviour, and the only way unto the Father. If we
preach from Mofes and the Prophets, we fhould preach
Chnift, for they witnefled of him. If we {peak from the
ceremomal law, it adumbrated the Redeemer. If we
hoid up the moral law, we are to infer the neceility of a Sa-
viour. If we fpeak from a catalogue of names, it thould
be to confirm our faith in the lineal defcent of our Savi-
our, as of the famuly of David. In fhort, the fermon that
1s not conne@ed with Chrit, or his doétrines, laws, pre-
cepts, promifes, {pirit cr falvation, 1s not of the everlafting
gofpel, nor likely to feed immortal fouls with the bread of
bfe, that came down from heaven, that giveth life unto
the world. :

The mamner of preaching the gofpel, fhould claim much
of ourattention. And we may obferve the gofpel (hould
be preached fully. The apoftle could witnefs he fhunned
the declaration of no part of the counfel of God. Such
a minifter is a blefling to thofe who have him : and the
contrary charatter a heavy judgment. In preaching in
this faichful manner, the truth will find out the real
chara&ters of men and admianifter according to the
various neceflities of the hearers, and be moft likely to do
them good.

Again the gofpel is to be preached freely; that is with-
out any of thefe fettering conditions or qualfications to
be performed by us, that fome hold up to view, as ablo-

lutely neceflary to conftitute a perfon, the proper object of -

the invitations of the gofpel, or as it may juftly be termed

to welcome a perfon to come to Chrift. I know of no

qualification necetfary to conflitute a perfon an ofject cf

the gofpel call, or invitation; but that he be one of the
finful

[
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finful family of Adam ou earth. To tell perfons to prepare
themfelves that they may thereby be the obje&s ot golpel
invitations, and be welcome to come to Chrift excites in
my mind, the idea of cne’s cleanfing himfelf, that he
may come to the fountain, or healing himfelf that the
pbyfician may make him welcome, to employ him. We
know that fuch a way of realoning in thefe common cafes
would be inconfiftent ; and we know with equal certainty,
that Chrift 1s exhibited in thre gofpel as a fountain open to
which we are, tho’ morally polluted, invited to come, that we
mav be wathed. And Chrift himielf exprefily intorms us,
the whole need not the phyfictan but they that are fick.
And 1n the days of his flefh he went about doing good,
and healirg all manner of difeafes, and as a phyfician cali-
ing the lame, the halt, and the maiméd. We are to come
fenfible of our finful and miferable ftate ; to throw our-
felves, as we are at the feet of {overcign mercy faying,
God be merciful to me a finner. Thus Chnft fent his
fervants to call in the poor and miferable as ftarving crea-
tures to a feaft ; and the prophet Ifaiah calls, hearken
unto me, ye ftout hearted and far from righteoufnefs, and
in another place, come let us reafon together, though your
fins be as {carlet, I will make them as fnow. And thus
wifdom crieth, and underftanding putteth forth her voice,
{aying, Unto you O men [ call, and my voice is to the
fons of men, and I may add that the fpirit fays, come,
ard the bride fays come, and whofoever will, let him come,
and take of the water of life freely.

We obferve farther, the gofpel 1s to be preached plainly
and 1n a fuitablenels to the capacity of the hearers. To
affect fuch pompous language, as may not be within the
reach of an audience or hearer to underftand, is to over-
fhoot the defign of the office and to difplay our weaknefs
and folly. Far from this vanity the apoftie could appeal to
his hearers, for a teftimony of his plainnefs of fpeech. And
1, bretiiren, when I came to you, came not with excellency
of fpeech or of wifdom, declaring unto you the teftimony of
God. And my fpeech and my preaching was not with en-
ticing words of man’scwifdom, but in demoafration of
| N the
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the {pirit,—that your faith thould nat ftand in the wifdom
of men, but in the power of Gol. Chrift taught by plain
and apt parables, and fimilitudes that babes in religion
might underftand.

The gofpel is to be pathetically and fincerely preached. To
deliver with a cold indifference the truths of the gofpel, is to
betray the importance of the tubject and reprefent it to the
hearers as of little worth. How different from this is the ex-
ample of Chnft, who when he beheld the citv wept over it,
and faid, O Jerufalem, Jerufalem, thou that killet the
prophets,and ftoneft them that are fent unto thee, how oft-
en would [ have gathered thee, as a hen gathereth her brood
under her wings, but ye would not. The prophets were
carneft in their addretles to men, Turn ye, turn ye, why
will ye die, O houle of Ifrael? God is in earneft {peaking
from hzaven to earth. Hear O heavens, and give ear O
earth, &c. The Apofties were earneft, hence Paul fays,
I befeech you brethren, by the mercies ot God, that ye
prefent your bodies a living facrifice, holy, and accept-
able unto God, which 1s your reafonable fervice.

By this [ would not be thought, to mean any encour-
agement to the bawling and vociferous noife of fuch as
play upon the paffions of the ignorant without eniightening
the underftanding. Such a manner of addrefs is odious to
men of {enfe, and oiten hypocritical and wicked. But
furely an infipid delivery 1s not becoming in thofe who are
ambafladors tor Chnift and whofe bufinels it is, as in Chrift's
flead, to befeech mankind to be reconciled to God. A
rat.onal zeal and fincerity, thould always accompany the
adminiftrations of public inftrutors. It may not be amifs
to oblerve, that the gofpel is to be delivered with a fuitable
degree of gravity, becoming dignity, and even authority.
Any appearance . an airy and fantaftic manner of addrefs,
is inconfiftent with the weight and importance of the gof-
rel of Chnlt, and betrays a diffimilarity between the mef-
laze and the meflenger.  And a meanly, low, or vulgar
ftyle of language in an age of increafing learning, is to be
carefully avoided ; as tending to bring the golpel of the
bieiizd jefus uatd contempt ; and as maring the glory of

the
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the mofl honorable and benevolent inflitution, that ever
was known in the world.

It was obferved by the people that when Chnft taught
he did fo, as one having authority and not as the fcribes.
A conicioufnefs of duty {hould be the mental attainment of
a (piritual inftruétor, and wher. that 1s the cafe, he may
perform it with firmnels whether people wili hear, or for-
bear.

The gofpel of Chrift is to be preached with mildnefs or
meeknefs and love. To hear a minifter of good newsand
glad tidings, always, upon eternal torments does not, 1o fay
the leaft of it, co-incide with that chara@er. Flathes of
lightming from the facred Defk may ftun {ome, and flames
of fire may frighten others, but I believe foc™ 2 manner of
inftru&ion, dwelt chiefly upon, neither ealigniens the under-
ftanding nor meliorates the heart.

No doubt, minifters are to preach the law in its {pinitual
meaning and extent ; and tc inform the unregenerate,
where they ftand with refpe to it, and to warn them of
their real danger while they continue in thatftate. But to
make the curfes of the law, and denunciations of wrath
our conftant theme, is fubverting our office, and betraying
our weaknefs and want of judgment for our work.

Permit me yet, to add, that the gofpel is to be preached
perfuafively. Thus the great and learned Apoftle fays,
kncwing the terrors of the Lord, we perfuade men. Mo-
ral {uafion, reafon, and argumentation are to be »‘ed with
moral agents. Thefe are to be drawn from the foundation
of moral obligations—The fovereignty of God—his glory
—his law--and his infinite perfe&tions—the love of Chnft—
the evil nature of fin—and its dreadful confequences with
the worth of our fouls, and the fouls of our fellow-creatures.
And we are to reafon with men, and to perfuade them
from a confideration of thefe important things as they are
to be feen in the glafs of Chrift’s fufferings, and death.
Can men think of the fovereignty of God in Chrift’s death
and not fubmit to it, when Chrift {aid, father not my will,
but thine be done ¥ can men view his glory in this glafs,
and not confider it the end of their creation, when the de-
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fizns of the father, and the fon were to glorify each other ?
Chrift fays, Father glorify thy fon that thy fon may gloify
thece--no where can we fee the pertections of deity fhine
with fuch inconceiviable fplendour, as 1n the death of Chnift.
1a the glals of Chnft's death, his law is magnified, and
made honourable, and its obligat:on clivioufly binding as a
ruie of hife. It is here the love of Chnft pafleth know-
ledge—It 15 nthis, that fin appears exceeding finful ; and
it 1s in this glals aiore, that we fee cur fouls, and the fouls

of our feliow mortals fecure from the foccnd deatb—It was
when Paui reafered of righteoufneis, temperance and judg-
ment to come, thit Feiix trembl:d. And when he was
betcre Agrippa, he realoned 1n faoch a periualive manner,
that Agrippa vas almoft per{uaded to bc a Chriftian. But
Jet us now 1n the

Third place, confider the objc&s and extent of the
preacher’s commiflion.

1. The oi)e&@s of his commiffion and adminiftrations
are, them that dwell on the earth, oooc*, bad, and indiffer-
eat. He is to preach the gofpel to faints and finners. He
1s to preach for the progrefs and comfort of believers in
th: faith of Cknft ; and to ftrengthen, {tablith, and fettle
! hem. He is often to preach the neceffity of manifeftin

heir faith by their works.  Thefe things, fa;s the apottle,
I will, that thou affirm conflantly, that they, who believe
in God, be careful to maintain good works.

The {piritoai itvuctor s alfo to przach te finners. He
is not tou confine his in{trultions, to any one clais of men.
His bufinefsas a mimfter of Chnit, lays greatly among
finners.  Chriit preached to and converfed with publicans
and finners, for their good, We are to follow his exam-
ple, even when we inay think, theic s little profpect of
reciaiming them.  The duty 1s ours ; an:d the event be-
Jon2s to him wno nakes the wind vivw wlere at lifteth,
Weare to relembie the prophet, whea hie rad, O ye diy
benes, haar the word of the Lord. Wiile wien are on the
carth, we are ncuer to be wearv in endeaviouneg to reclaim
tacm, but after death, we have nothing, to Go with them.
Ve ate naiticr to alcend to Leaven, nor to cehiend into

hcll,
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bell, and as littls to explore the dark regions of fuperfti-
tions and wild imaginations, for a purgatorial ftate, in fearch
of objels tor gofpel adminifirations. We may reft affured
that as death leaves, {fo judgment will find the flate of
man. There is no work, nor knowledge, nor device in the
grave, whither thou goeft.

Again the text informs us of the extent of a mimfter’s
commiffion on the earth.

Men of every nation, xindred, tongue, and pecple.
The golpel has been preached to the eaitern nations ; and it
has advanced wefterly and muft go 1n due time over the
world, enduring from age t> age like the fun and advanc-
ing until it pours down the flood of day covering the earth
as the waiers do the channels of the feas. No difference of
nation or language, colour or kindred, enjoyment or em-
ployment, can be a {ufiicient objection, why the gofpel
fhould not be preached tc all. Chnft’s comm:flion roes
thus ; go and preach the gofpel to every creature under
heaven. The Father’s promife to his fon is, I will give
him the hzathen for his inheritance, and the uttermoft
parts of the earch, for his poflefion. Even Ethiopiz, fhall
{tretch her hand to God. But no doubt all this is to be
brought about by the preaching of the gofpel. Chrift’s
fons are to be brought from far and his daughters from the
ends of the earth,

It is not only confiftent with the commiffion of Chrift,
the promife of the father, and the preditions of in{pira-
tion ; but the neceffitous fituation of all nations require
that the gofpel thould be preached 1n this extenfive mian-
ner.  We find nations differing much in cuftoms and ha-
bits, in colour and fhape, in ftature and firength and in
many other things ; but alas, we find a ftriking refemb-
lance in all nations in a moral view, whiie unenlightened
by the gofjel which 1s favage and finful. Theapcfileinforms
us the whole warld s guilty before God. When God locked
down from hecaven to fee if any one did good ; the refult
of the inquiry is lamentable ; there 1s none that doeth .
no nut onc. They ate altogether become fiithy—The con-
demned and tetally depraved ftate of all nations greatly
required fuch a benevolent and gencrous difpenfation as

the
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the gofpel. God in mercy looked upon all nations, and
determined to cail his eleft from the various nztions of
the earth ; and to bring them from all nations, kindreds,
tongues and languages, and fuch a company of them when
together, as no man can number, To effe@ this as well
as to leave the unbelieving world inexcufable, it is ne-
ceflary the gofpel thould be preached to the ends of the
earth. But 1t s now time, I conclude by fome fhort im-
provement.

In the light of this doftrine, we may fee how holy, ex-
emplary; and benevolent minifters of the gofpel fhouid be.
They are to be {wift in obedience to Ged, and in minifter-
ing to the fpiritual neceflities of men ; even as angels,
who are fent forth, to minifter unto the heirs of falvation.
Let us feel the obligations we are under as accountable to
God to be faithful in doing good ; and let us with the apof-
tle be thankful, that he has put us into the miniftry ; and
honoured us with fuch an angelic office.

Tc you, my Reverend Brother, 1 heartily with much of
tiic foint of your facred ofbce. May the Lord touch your
lips with a itve coa! from off the altar, and make you fhine
in the admimitrations of the gofpel as an angel of light.
Live as angels do near God, and preach the golpel in his
name, and {trength to your people. Confider it as the
greateft ornament of our nature, and a fource of {ublime
and everlafting pleafure. Hold it up to your people in its
glorious and diftinguifhing doctrines ; in its eternal author,
n its fovereign decrees ; 1n its complete righteoufnefs, in
its irrefiftible grace, and in its everlafting effeGts upon
mar.

My friends and brethren of this church and congrega-
tion ; 1 congratulate you on this day’s folemnity. You
are receiving an eftablifhed gofpel miniftry ; and we truft
an angel in his office, to fly among you for your geod.
Be you fwift to hear his meflage, as it may be indeed the
word of God, and not of man. Receive him in love, and
honor bLis perfon for his works fake. Improve the ord:-
nances of the gofpel for your fpiritual advantage, and growth
in grace. Hear it in faith and ove, lay it up 1n your hca:!ts_.

an
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and pradifeitin - lives ; love ite everlafting author,
be refigned to its <« ifling defigns, be clothed with 1ts
everlafting righteou...<fs, realize its everlafting efficacy, and
give God the everlaiuing glory. |
To conclude, Let me call upon all who have any love
to the gofpel, to rejoice in the extent of its adminiftrations.
Does the text fay, it fhall be preached to every nation,
and kindred, and tongue, and people ? Then we may reft
affured 1t fhall be {fo; and the time is coming, when 1t fhall
reign triumphant from the nifing to the fetting fun ; and
all nations, kindreds, tongues and languages fhall receive it.
Then fhall the gloomy regicns of heathen darknéfs, be en-
lightened by the light of life. Then fhall the wild fire of
raving fanatics, and enthufiaftic fe@arians be extinguithed
by the flowing fircams of the river of life. And then fhall
the oftentatious parade of hypocritical profeflors, and the
cenforicus aufterity of the fupercilious, give way to the
fincere and undiffembled love and generous 2ffeGtion of the
true chriftian.  Then too, fhali we find the quivers of in-
fideiity exhaufted, and that Ler envenomed arrows, have
been darted 1n vain ; when all nations thall have received
the everlafting gofpel, with that purity, plainnefs and fim-

plicity of gofpel worfhip, which are the peculiar ornaments
of the New Teftament difpenfation.

THE END,






