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A Sormon.

3 TIM. ¢. il

for Gop mAtE WOU GHEN €F THS SPIIT OF PRaw) SV O dowtny ’
AXD OF Levy, AND OF & SSURD MIND,

MY FRIENDS AND BRETHRIN,

IT will readily be granted, that impertant offices .
requize equal qualifications, to a faithful difcharge of
them. That the office of a gofpel minifter is jufily
entitled to this charafter, will not be denied by any
who are in reality influenced by the principles of shrif-
tianity. The voice of rzafon concurs with revwlation
in teaching us, that thofe who are fet up as inftruéors,
and examples, to form the minds of others, fhould have
well made, and properly furpifhed minds themfelves,
The great Apolkle of the Gentiles infosms vs of #bis,
as a topic, on which he earneftly dwellsy in his epifto-
lary direGtions te Timothy and Titus, who wese botle
gofpel minifters,

Of
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Of the moft neceffary qualifications for this fa-
cred office, we have an excellent fummary in the
words of our text : For God bath uot given us the spirit
of fear ; bat of power, and of love, and of afound mind,
In thefe words, we are informed of the Autbor, or
Giver of minifterial endowments.  All abilities, natu-

ral and moral, are. from God, the giver of every good.

and perfet gift ; but the parent, or author of no mo-
ral evil. Whoever is fet apart, in the all-wife provi-
dence of God, and approved by him for the miniftry,.
him he qualifies for the work. A finful infufficiency
of mind, in public inftru&ors, is not from God; and
" in.whomfoever it reigps, it muft difqualify for that
_employment. God does ‘'not give tbe fpirit of fear.
‘By the fpirit of fear in the text, we may underftand,a
timorous, cowardly mind ; a flavith fear, enfnaring to
man, and difhonorable to God ; incompatible with the

~ charatter of an ambaffador of Chrift, and bctraymg to

the oﬁicc We are now contcmplatxng
- God does not give it to Ais minifters ; nor is he
pleafed to fee it in them. But he gives the fpmt of

powtr i and of love, and of a found mind.

By the {pirit of power in the text, we may under.

ftand a holy firmmefi or fortitude of mind ; that ftead-

- faft baldnefs, in which the Apoftle always abounded,

in the work of the Lord, This flate of mind is oppo-'

 fed to the preceding fear.
This

*




7

———

“This témper is alfo confiftent with the amiable
- ualities of benevolence and love ; for while the Apoftie
difowns fear, and profefles fortitude, his heart burns
with ardent affeGtion for the happinefs of man. He
frequently enjoins upon others love ; and love that is
fincere and without diffimu’ation. And with this his
own mind was beautified by the divine {pirit, and his
heart ornamented with God’s falvation. By this he
regulated a life of courtefy to all,fattering to none,firm
and courageous in the duties of his office, and conftant
in the profeffion of the faith of Chrift.

Thus the Apottle difplays a found mind; coura-
geous,but not cruel 5 bold, but not petulant 5 humble

but not mean ; meek, but not pufillanimous ; feeking
ho honor, but the honor that cometh from God.

With what pleafing fatisfation may we contems
plate this flate of mind ; when we confider the fitua. -
tion of this excellent man, when he penned thefe
words for our inftruttion. Had all things beea quict
and tranquil in thie church ; had the earth hélped the
woman, and the noon tide of general profperity tavor-
ed the caule in which he was embarked ; infidelity -
might form a more favorable pretence for infincerity.
In this fituation, the moft daftardly fpiric might ape the
ACh'lmplOﬂ, and for a wlnle, arrogate the praife due to
noble merit. © But this was fo far from bemg the cale,
that at this very 2ime, this fervant of God was a prifon-
er at Rome, for the fake of the gofpel ; expofed to the

infulting
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infulting malignity of its bitter enemies 3 deferted

by many of its profefled frionds ; with death, in alithe
horrer, igrominy and difgrace with which his blood-

- thirfty enemies eould elothe it, flaring him full in the

face, In fich eircumfdances, furrounded with fusb

trials, the Apofile, with noble elevation of mind, and

unparalleled tranquility and felf-denial, rifes fuperior

to all perfonal danger; and with the moft generous

concern for the comfort and fupport of all fucceeding

minifters, triumphs in God, faying, God bath net given

us the [pirit of fogr 5 but of power, and of hvé, amd of
a found mind.

Suffér me tq requoit the paticnee and eandor of
. this aficmbly, while I (halt endeavor, briefly to iluf-
trate the nature, and advantages, of a fpirit of forti-
tude, of love, and of a found mind, tea gofpel mini-
frer; after whieh, P (hall conclude with a few reflei-
ons, by way of addrefs, to my brethren in the miniftry,
to. the: eandidate now to be ordained, and to our chrif-
t1aa frieads qf this congregation. _ Let us in the

Firlt place, Confider the nature and advantages
of that {pirit of fortitude, recommended in our text.

By this mental qualification. for a gofpel minifter,

we are not to underftand, a mere natural quality, found-

~ed only on ftrength of nerves, as a hold, prefumptus
ous,




9

—

ous, and impetuous fpirit, fit only ‘to be ditcovered,

in warlike exploits, and gloried in, by men of military
achievements.

The fortitude in our text, is a moral virtue, im-
proved by the grace of God, founded on a confcioufnefs
of duty, and fenfe of moral excellence, even in its
boldeft enterprifes.

Some degree of this fortitude is rcqulf' te for all
chriftians in human life; but efpecially fot gofpel
mipifters. Without it, happinefs is not enjoyed, cha-
racter is not fuftained, nor can our duty be properly

performed, nor the reverfes and changes of fortune

be endured with comfort. Though our ears are not
difturbed by the beat of the drum, the roaring of can-
non, or the hoarfe clangor of the trunipet of ‘war :
Though we fee not garments rolled in blood, nor hear
the painful groans of the dying, and are at a diftance
frorrjx the confequent lamentations of the widow and

* fatherlefs; yet we are not perfectly fafe from every

danger. In the fafeft retreats of worldly enjoyments,
a total exemption from woe, can be promifed to none.
The bloom of youth is fading, by the blafting ftorms
of time ; the habitation of health, may foon be fur-
rounded by a ghaftly band of pale difeafes, in terrible
array ; richies make to themfelves wings, and flee away ;
the tenure of worldly honor is precarious ; the fortrefs

of political eminence is often viewed with envy, and

B o frequently
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frequently forced,by the malignant attacks of reproach
and calumny. Of our valuable friends, and moft en-
dearing relations, we are fubjet to daily bereavements ;'
~while difappointment in purfuits, diffatisfattion in
poffeffions, with the certainty of difpoffeffion at laft,
lay us open to many fears, and innumerable anxieties,
The bower of worldly pleafure, muf give way to the
bed of death. Who, without fortitude, can look a-
round on thefe difaftrous viciffitudes, -and feel the
happinefs of felf-poffeffion ? Befides, the misfortunes
incident to man, often make their advances unforefeen,
“and begin their affaults fo fecret, that our wifdom can- -
~ not difcover, until our power s unable to prevent
them. tu_t even then, under the influence of this
*“excellent {pirit, chey can always be endursd.

_ The real fubjec of this chriftian grace, has a for-
trefs in his own mind, of which the moft violent exer
tions of worldly calamities, can never difpoflefs him.
Though the heathen philofophers confidered fortitude

-as a cardinal virtue, yet, ignorant of its power as
improved by grace-and as a gitt af‘the holy Spisi, ;

- the moft diftinguithed among them,* in’ thietday of 1

~ danger fled his poft, and configned hmfclf by defpau‘ L.

to a difgraceful oblivion. Reafon plainly informs us
of the general utility of fortitude in common life ; and
the facred oracles concur, in proclaiming its fpecxal ad-
vantage to a minifter of Chritt. : Y

| e o “The.. SN

* Cato. . R
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The duties of a minifter's employment, lead hlm
oftcn to counterac and reprove the conduét of the vi-
cious-and irregular among men. It is his bufinefs to
ftate a contraft between virtue and vice ; and to fthow
| every mark of refpect to the former, with every fign
of contcmpt to the latter.

“The fons of vice are bold and impetuous, in fin.
" The depravity of the human heart is in favor of moral
evil. The long-fu‘iermg patience of God, is abufed 4
. by finners, to embolden in impiety. The language of
infpiration refpecting fuch is ; becaufe fentence againft an
evil work is not executed jpeedzly, therefore the beart qf
the fons of men is fully fet in them to do evil. lItisa

minifter’s duty, by every wife and laudable mean, to -

ftem the torrent of this vicious difpofition, and agood
degree 'of chriftian fortitude is neceffary for its per-
formance. Well furnithed with this chriftian gx"a;:c ‘
a {piritual iqf’c_rugﬁor is to refemble a reck, on Whic}:
~ the fwelling furges of this deftroying flood, dath them-
felves to foam, but do no farther injury. Devoid of
this excellent fpirit, he refembles a trembling twig, o-
verwhelmed by every fea ; orat beft, amound of fand,
weakened by every wave, broken by every billow, ‘and"
carried away by every flood. .Onthe other hand, the
foundation of chriftian fortitude, is the command of
‘God, and the perfetions of Deity. . :

Hence
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“Hence the fervants of God have Becn bold and

- courageous in his fervice, Full to our purpofe, is the

charge given to the prophet Jeremiah ; Say not I am
& child, for thou [balt go to all that I fhall fend thee ; and
whatforver I command thee, thou fhalt fpeak. Be not a-
Jraid of their faces ; for I am with thee, to deliver ihee,
Jaith the Lord. For the performance of Job’s duty
his witnefs was in beaven, and his record en bigb; The

"~ royal penman of Iirael fpeaks in the moft heroic man-~

.ner, realizing the foundation of his fortitude, in the
following words. : The Lord is the firergth of my life,
of whom fhall I be afraid 2 Tho' an boft encamp againft
me, my beart fball not fesr. The prophet Habakkuk
‘affords us one of the moft beautiful figures in rhetoric
under thc influence of this magnanimous principle,
Alth’ the ﬁgtree tbgll net bloffom,neither [ball fruit be inthe
‘wines, the labir of the olive fball fail, and the fields fball

yield no meat, the flock fhall be cut off from tke fold, and

‘there fhall be novberd in the flalls 5 yet will I rejoice in the

" Lord, I will joy iu the God of my falvation, The apof-

“tle enjoins us to be frong, ouly in the Lord, and in the
' power of bis might. Of this injun&iqn, he was a live-
ly pqrtrait; through the whole courfe of his miniftry, -

:Rcalizing this, he could do all things. Supported by .

‘the virtuous fort;tude in our text,he went BOUND in

Spirit to fwufalem, not knowing what fhould befal him

there, fave that the ‘Holy Ghof? -wztmﬁd in every city,

' szymg, that bonds and afflistions awaited bim. Full of

“this holy firmnefs, we find him proof agamﬂ: all alarm-
ing

/
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e apptehenfions, and diftrefling fears and ,@xiﬂi&,
in the following words.—But none of 1hefe things meve
me ;5 neither count I-my life dear wnto myfelf; fo that 1
might finifh my courfe with joy, and- the minifiry which I
bave received-of the Lord - Je, ﬂs, to te}} ify fbe Gojprl af
rbe Grate qf God :

* The compamons of Caleb’s Journey to -examine
" the land of promife, are tranfmitted to us in charaéters
of infamy ; becaufé their hearts failed by fear,- faying,
weare not able 10 poffe fs the land, for the: pzopk are ﬁrtm»
ger than we, o i

Who can tell the degree of diforder and mifery the
people ot Ifrael might be plunged into,- by the panic~
ftruck fpies, of an evil report ; when by the influence,
of their cowardly exampie, they filled the hearts of
the congregation, with general difinay;. and their
. mouths ‘with murmurs? But Caleb, being of another |

Tpirit, even the fpitit in our text ; ot fearing: the re-
fentment of his fellow travellers, the tumults “of an
‘enraged populace, and as little, the ftrength and ftat-
 ure of the fons of Anak ; thus addrefles the tribes of
Xfracl: Le? us go up at once to poffefs it, for we are wel
able 1o overcome it.  With thefe words, flowing from
genuine. fortitude, and founded on the faithfulnefs of -
that God whom he dcﬁgncd to follow ; he difpels the
fears that agitated every breaft, and fills the tumults
‘ ST
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of the people: With thefe words he fcatters the
gloom that fat lowering on every countenance, and a
general tranquillity takes place of a thoufand difcoura-
ging anxicties. For bis, he flands in an elevated
page, in the facred hiftory : for 7bis, he obtairs in
perfon, the land of promife : for this, his children are
bleffed with an inheritance among the brethren; and
for #4is his name is enrolled among the great, in cha-
3 ralers of fame which no length of time can erafc,
nor change confign to oblivien. For his name, as
that of the righteous, ihallbe held in cverlaftmg re-
membrance :

Witnefs, the teftimony of God himfelf ; But my
fervant Caleb, be:atye be was of anotber [pirit, and bath
Sollowed me fully, bim will 1 bring intc the land whither

" be went, and bis feed /ball poffefs it. How ammatxng
fuch examples ! They breathe a fpint of firmnefs and
refolution, with dependance on God, for the perform-
ance of duty, on mlmﬂ:;rs, ‘through all fucceeding

gencratlons.

Moreover, we ﬁnd by expericnce, that the temp-
tations to which a minifter is expofed, as a piritual
* inftruder, a are many.” No man is more dependent,

apparcntly, for his worldly fupport, It comes from
various clafles of people ; fome of whom are obnox-
- jous to juft reproof, However great the degree - of

wxfdom and prudcnce, obferved in adminiftering re-
' proof
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proof, the difcharge of this duty is often the- real,
while more fpecious pretences are the oftenfible caufes, -
ot difaffe@ion. When difficulties: of this kind occur,
a minifter without fortitude will not dare to be faith-
fuI or if he attempts it, to fave his chara&er, in the _
view of the more ferious, it is done in fuch.a deceitful
and feeble manner, ‘that all claffes, wnth equal ca{'c
may fhun its application.

~

Nothmg is more necéffary than firmnefs of mind
to manifeft the truths of God, and # recommend our-
ﬁl‘vﬁ to the confcierces of men, as in the fight qf 1he heart-
fearching and rein-trying Frhovab.  Nor is it poffi-
ble for us on trying occafions,to manifeft love to God
o proper affeGtion to man, without this excellent {pi-
ﬁt, but this leads us to confider, '

Seconpry. The nature and advantages of a fpi-
rit of love ; as the next qualification in our text, fora -
gofpel minifter.

On this we obterve, that the love in our text, is
a gift of God, and Grace of the boly [pirit, and conftitutes:
the cﬁ'cnéc of the chriftian chara&er. The excel-
lent nature of love,is obvious from what it is,with rela-
tion to chriftianity, to God himf[elf, to the blefled.

1> Saviour, and to the excellent among men, in a!l aocs
- of-the world.

) »* AV‘ .. N
T hc Ipmt of thc chn{’uan religion, breathes love

‘v

« .. ™ . . to

\ L
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to the human race, and requires a corre(ponding dif
pofition, in all its fubje&s and profeffors.  Love is the
fulfilling of the law ; and 2he "end of the commandmens
is charity, frem a pure baort; a geod confcience - and faith ..
snfeigned. The defign of the law, and the prophets,
is to diffufe a {pirit of love, to God and to man.
Tberefore, to love God, and aur neighbour, are rwo
commandments, on which hang all.the law and the pros
Dphets.

Love is a reigning perfetion of Deity,a fummas
ry of the moral chara&er of God. God is love,and be that
dwelleth in love,dwelleth inGod,and God tn bim. The more —
this bleffedprinciple reigas inthe hearts,of his"minifters;
the more-they refemble God, who fo loved the world;
that he fent his only begotien Som, that whofoever believeth,
might not perifb, but have eternal life.  The more we
are influenced by love, the greater is our conformity
to the Saviour, who loved Aﬁnnlers, and gave himfelf
for them ; and who in the days of his fleth,went unwea-
riedly about, doing geod to the fouls, and bodies of
men, from this benevolent and and amiable fpirit.
Of the forerunner of our redeemer, it s {aid, be twas 4
burning and [bining light. He had a clear head, and
fhone with light ; but the goodnefs of his heart gave a
peculiar luftre to his charaler ; for it burned with
love to God, and proper affe &ion to man.

In this, he imitated his Diwine Mafier, whofe
heart
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heart-felt love produced a warmth o} affe@ion, in his
forrowful and fad-hearted ditciples, going to Emmaus;
when he met them by the way, and kindly enquired,
Wwhat communications are thefe, ye bave one to another,
45 yz walk, and are fad ? After reciting to him, the
caufe of their forrow, he affeGtionat:ly alleviates_their
diftrefs, and foftens their diappointed expeQtations,
- by illuftrating the neceffity of his fufferings, to enter
into his glory : And beginning at Mofes, and all the pro-
Dhets, be exounded unto them in all the [criptures, the
things concerning bimfelf. | '

I we would be fuccefsful,” in teaching the
knowledge of Chrift to others, it is neceflary we
thould be taught by him ourfelves. And it we would
be inftrumental in warming the minds of our hearers
by the love of Chrift, 1t is highly neceffary, we (hould
experience fome fuch touches of heart, as they did, of
whom it is faid, Did not our beart burn withinu:, while
he ta'ked with us by tbe way, and apened unto us the
fazptum ?

4

Without the falutary effe@s of love upon a min-
ifter’s heart, ftrength of mind may fwell into a fault,‘
in confequence of the oppofition he meets with from
the world. Without this qualifying influence, his
firmnefs may degenerate into fiercenefs, his courage.
into cruelty, and his minifterial admmx(’cranons, which
fhould all {pring from love, into {pmtual pride and

- C - lordly
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-

lordly tyranny, A {pirit of love- {oftehs, bus never
weakens the manly virtuss of the human heart Ig,
enhvens our zeal for God, warms thc heart. for doing
good to man, _and animates a.ll our endcavours in ths
way of hol.nefs. | . .
‘ o y '
Love rmkcs the moft difficult dutlcs of rclxg:ou
ea’y to be pexformed ; it fubdues the fire of undue re<
{fentment ; guards agamﬂ: the extravagance of unruly
paffions;; and gives a polith to the mind that fweetens
our manners to ail manklnd A minifter, who'e for-
titude is thus tcmpered by love, rifes into growing
ufefulnefs in the church of God. . His path bcmcr that
cf the juft, he Jhinetb like the light of tke morning, more
and more, wto the pefe day. He confines not the
exertions of his benevolent heart, to the narrow
. baunds of bigotry ; cr to the limits of 2 party {pirit ;
far lefs to the blmdmo influence of fuperftition 5 or the
iznorant traditions of the fathers. The f] pirit cf Tove,
has conitrained him to break down thefe feparating
walls of aufterity, ‘pride and biternefs ; and with a
heart, wide as the arch of heaven, he facrifices every
inferior, and parstial confid=ration, for the general good.
Under the influence of that charity that thinketh no
evil,he will put the beft conftruction on the etroncous.
like expreffions, fau'ts and farlmgs of others, they wzll
ear 3 nor will it ever Tuffer him to be cenforious to-
wards men of religious opxmons, or dcnomm.ttxom,,
dnﬁlrent from his own.,

e . °  This
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" This acncrous dd'pof ition, is equall} produdtive’
and prefervatlve of peace and lmmony, among min-"
ffers themfelves. The Apoftle is therefore exphcxt,
in enjoining the continuation of brotherly love. By’
profeffion they are united in the great intereft of the
Redeemer's Kxnodom By the prmcxplc in our text,
they are joined as a band of brothers, of the fame fam-

ily,  purfuing the fame end, the glory of their
leavenly father, -and the good of ‘'men. By tkiis ex-

cellent fpirit they are under one head, embarked in
the famie caufé, failing for the fame fhote, with the,
fame glorious profpedts of immortality. By #his,
" they are animated with the fame firm, undaunted and
univerfal principle of philanthropy, 1n their joys and
forrows, hopes and fears, through all the different dan-
gers of their voyage.  United in heart by thei invinci-
ble power, and mdxﬂ'olvable ties of love to God, and
to one another, tl*cy ftand. Devoid of this all-gov-

erning, and beft principle of friendfhip, unanimity and
‘deferce, they are frequently formidable enemies one to
another ; and become an eafy prey to infidelity, and
every principle hoftile to the religion of Jefus Chrift.
Without this amiable temper of mind, we do nct fup-
port the honar of religion before the wor]d or mani-
feft, that we are indeed the minifters of Chrit. Of
this, we are fufficiently informed by the infpiration of |
God. Hereby j}all all men kupw, that ye are my difci~

p!er if ye have love, one to anotber. Lcc our preten-'
flons to rchglon be ever fo fplcndxd we deferve not the ,

name
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name of real chriftians, if our profelion is not aecom-
pamed with love ; for love is of God, and is infcpara-.

bly conneed with cvery nwral vnrtuc, and evcry gnw
cxoushabxt. IR

_ Thc lnfpircd Apo&la aﬁ'ures us, - thab :{pcaknng
thh the united. ¢loquence:of men and of angels withr.
out lov & we .are but .as founding “brafs; or a tipkling.
—qymbal If with the gift of popheey, the' underftand~.

ing of all myfteries, and all knewledge, withi all faith,

to 1he removing of mountaige, we are fil) nothinga.
' If to a.ll thele, we add the dxfgoﬂ'eﬁion of our;propes-:
Qy to feed the poor, and willingly {acrifice our bodies;
to be bumed for the fins of our fouls, andvwe are,:

without love, il unprofitable : can we flatter ours .

felves, that our poor, pitiful performances, which fll,

far thort of thcfc, will without love recommend us to «

God our own confcnences, oran, obfervmg world, as

the true mipifters of reconcxhatlon 2.-Love is,a diftin.

guxﬂnng charadteriftic of true religion; and without.
it we are not fnends but deceitful cncmlg:s to the
| cau{'e of Chnﬁ:

Morcovcr, i i:pmt of love'is an_ exccllcnt anhdoto
againft bad confequcnces to ourfclvcs, whlch may en-;

fuc, from the difficulties anﬁng m our way, as minifs

-ters of the gofpel. “The infults we may. meet with,

are miany, difgufting, and ill fa bear. They Aeonply.
tcmpt to draw forth thc corrqptwns of thie heart to:

cxc:cde H
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exercife 3 to thake fhipwreck -of -the faith; and.of £
good confeience.  Bur lave wili enable us ta follow:
the example.of oo Sevionr, wha swhen be wwas reviled,
reviled not again 3 and to frive for the glory of the man
that paffeth vver a tranfgrefion. Leve. fufferetl long, and’
iz kind ; wnd is.nat eafily provoked. < It deareth ol things,
. bepath all. things, and endureth all-ahings. Prophecies
fhall fail,. tengues foall seafe, and kuowledgs fhall vanifh-
away 5. bus chatity newer faleth, With. love, accon-'
panying the fortitude of a gofpel mirifter, he is-invul-
nerable by the arrows of undeferved reproach, unde-
jected by paverty, unconquered by diftrefs, unbroken:
by perfecution, and can tejoice ko’ goor, et making
many rich; and as baving netbing, yet pafl ﬁng all things..
Inn all thefe 1bings, we are more zban congnerors, tbraugb '
bim that losed a1,

‘To thefe obfervations let me add, that the near
relation inwhich we ftand to our refpe@ive flocks, re-
quires a great degree of this tender {pirit, in realizing
the obligations we are underto them, and in difcharg-
ing the duties of our office, for their good. ‘

- The people of our cbargc, have freely chofcn us
to adminifter to them, in affairs big with imporrant cons
]éqmm,to them, and to their oﬂ‘sprmg Inthis choice
they have given us an nnqueﬁlonablc evidemce of their
good affe@ion to us. Gratitude requires ours in re-
mrn. How fhall we ‘manifeft a difcharge - -of this

. debt
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debt ¥ Not fnerely'by making choice of them, as eur-
people ; but by 4 faithful, diligent,tender performance’ -
~ of the dutiés for which' they. have chofen us. Out:
conne&ion with eur peoplé, thould: coxffraim us; with::
* the Jove of Chnﬁ to travail in pleafurable pdin, till'he:
be formed in sheir fouls, as ‘the ‘hepe’ of Glory.:
Without love, we fhall never {ee the: travail of cur:
fouls, and be fatisfied ; nor can we ever expeét to fee,
the rleafure. of the Lord profpersg in our'. hands, .
Without love, we are told to the duties:of cur office,
and to the beauty of holinefs ; firangers to'the higheft -
perfection of cur rature and indifpcfed to'gather the ’
Jambs in our arms, to ¢airy therh in o] bofom, or-
togently lead thofe that are with youbg. * In fihe, defe:
titute of 1bis, the fpirit of a good -fhepherd, - haweves.
bold and intrepid our fortitucdé, we are firsHlar to rave=i
nous wolves,in imminent danger of deftroying the flock
of Chrift 3 for we are not foupd at hcart forthe Gof-
pcl mxmﬁry Tlus leads us to conﬁdcr ;n the -

‘Third Place, Soundnefs of mmds ascqually niecefs:
fary for this facred employment, .. ;. . l

This part of the minifterial charaer is very com-
prehenﬁve, and ﬁgmﬁcant It comprifes the preceeda:
ing qualifications in the text, . with whateyer may be
neceffay to fo T'ow aftcr, to accomph(h the minifter, and,
finith him for his work.. 71his, foom of expreil
fion, perhaps, alludes to a healthy. . body,:

) . . . and
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and is -oppofed ‘to a fickly," frail' one. - As

Afuch it is called found A found mind is a healthy
mind ; not fickly and weak ; ;. but free from diforder,
.'and dvﬁcxcncy ; ﬁrm, vigorous and fit for aﬂ'wn In
- fhort, it unpltcs ﬁrength of mmd or a co: npctent
'gcmus. And {rom this brief view ofa found _mind,
we may readily {'uppofc, that abxlmes n dcfcndmg the
truths of the gaipel, with undcrﬁandmg in difcuflion,
and wifdom.i .in the choice of fubjelts,. fuitable to the
various occurrenges_of public life ; with freedom from
the vanity of felf-xmportance!arc infcparably congected
with fuch a mental coni’utunon, ina gofpcl mxmﬁcr.

The fbtilty of avowed enemies to \t}*c religicn
of Chrift is great ; and their fophiftical reafonings fpes.
cious. Their fallacy is far from being always obvious.
The man ofa weak mind, is not likely to fuppott the
permanent ufefulnefs of a minifter, againft fuch oppa-
fers. He is not the man to be fet for the defence of
the Gofpel. - '

. Underftanding in illultrating the doctrines of
curiftianity, according to their different natures; de-
pends much upon that foundnefs of mind, pointed
out in the text. It.will enable the preacher to choofe
acceptable words, even words of truth and febernefs. It
will lead him to confult perfpicuity of fiyle, order in.
arrangement, and decency in delivering the truths of
God. A wife and unde:ftanding mind, will difpofe

us
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usto be plain and pathetic ; 4nd te be beft i)lca'(c'&
with that fimple elegance in difcourfes, which is equals
Iy remote from all ‘mean vulgatity, and the hateful
ﬂrghts of bombafhc affe®ation. =

The fcriptures inform us that, b¢ tba: witmelh
Jouls is wife. The ways of real religiod, are ways of
wildom ; and he that would teach it to others, ought
to have a difcerning mind in it himflf ; and to be a<
ble to form difcourfes from its glorious do&rines, with
dignity and reafon,without pillage or plunder from the
works of others. A minifter may ftrut about a little
while in the plumage of borrowed feathets ; but with~
out fome internal tefources, his- credit for bortowing
mutt fail, and he finally becomes bankrupt. S

Underftanding, and witdom will guard himagainft

~ thofe extremes, incident to men of weak capacitics
He is equally fortified, againft the hardening influ-

' ence of infidelity, and the bewildered zeal and extravas
~ phat excurfions of enthufiaftic fe&aries. ' He knows
the analogy there is between natutal and revealed re-
Iigion 4 and guards againft iguorantly fetting them at
variance, one with another.  He knows wher to fpeak
and when to be filent, and how to addrefs himfeif to
- men of different tempers, and manners, to the beft
advantage. By wifdom, he looks for the avenues eafi-

eft of accefls to the human heart ; and never prefumes”

to ftorm the mind of his hearers, while- it s in his
<l power
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power to take poffeflion of it by wife and found policy.

To thefe obfervations, it -may be added, that a
found mind is an enlightened and knowing mind in
the holy feriptures, and in the great diftinguifhing
do&rines of chriftianity. It was the glory of Timo-
thy’s charatter, that from a child, he had known the
fcriptares. It is peculiar to them only, to make us
wife to falvation. Notwithflanding the excellency of
a natuvral underftanding, it is ftill involved in much
darknefs, without the advantages of revelation. From
the fcriptures, as from the repofitory of heaven, we are
to draw provifion for immortal fouls ; and upon them
alone, to draw bills of credit for falvation. From the
facred oracles, we acquie the cleareft knowledge of
God, of man, and of every moral obligation,

In the glafs of God’s word, correfponding with
common obfervation, we may fee the depravity of our
hearts, and irregularity of our lives, delineated with
the exaltnefs of face anfwering to face, or the heart of
man to man. From the fame bleffed fource of infor-
* mation, we may learn our danger by reafon of fin, our
odioufhefs to God’s holinefs, and obnoxious fituation, |
to the feverity of his inflexible juftice. From this fa-
cred page, we are to learn the only way of falvation,
through the compleat atonement of the Saviour ; and
the true charader of God, and the all-glorious per-
feftions of Deity. In the divine teftimony, are held

D up
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up to view, his vindiftive juftice, his fpotlefs purity,
his univerfal benevolence, his infallible truth, his al«
mighty power, his fupreme dominion, with his wurm.
bounded love, and tender mercies, which are over all
his other works. A minifteris by no means to be ig-
norant of the fcriptures, or the dorines of falvation.
If he is wife, he will ftill teach the people 74is know-
ledge ; but if not, how will he communicate that
knowledge to others, which he himfelf does not poffefs ?

Once more, Permit me to obferve, that a found
mind endeavours to be free from vanity, oftentation
and pride; and is cloathcd with humijlity, and the fcar
of God.

A proud mind is difordered with a dreadful dif-
eafe, and frequently {preads deadly contagion around
in focnety, like fire-brands, arrows and death. The
infe@tion of this diftemper finds eafy accefs into the
minds of weak men, when promoted to eminent offi-
ces ; by means of which, they are lifted up for a while,
and as novices, fall into the condemnation of the . devil.
.Such, thinking themfelves to be fomething, when they
are nothing, deceive themfelves ; but when this difeafe
infe@s the man of ftrong intelletuals, the confcquen-~
ces are very ruinous to many others. In the former,
& {pirit of pride is an objec of contempt and ridicule;
in the latter of dread and indignation. In the one, we
fee a fool, vainly wife in his own conceit ; in the oth-

' er,
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er, we {ce nobler parts proftituted to gratify an infer-

-nal inglination. In the firft, we repeatedly find, the

ignorant zeal of blind devotion; in the laft, is fre-
quently painted, pharifaical arrogance. Such a fpirit,

{o pernicious in itfelt, and deftruttive in its confe«

quences, can have no conneftion with the excellent
fpirit in our text ; nor form any juft claim for that fa..

ered office for which it qualifies,

Grant me now the pleafure of your indulgence a

. lirtle longer, in clofing this difcourle, by making the

thort addreffes, which I have promifed, by way of Im-
provement, |

-

Ny Brethren in the Minifiry,

FROM the obfervations now made, we may learn
fome things for our inftruétion. We here fee, with
what {pirit we fhould be influenced in our minifterial
employment ; Not of fear, but of power ; not of ha-
tred, but of love; not of 3 weak and unftable, but of
a found mind.} How neceffary that we be all the fub-
jects of faving grace: in pofleffion of this new keart,
and right fpirit, which God has promifed, and gives
to all his faithful followers. How firm and conftant,
how gentle and tender, how wife and prudent, and
witha!, how holy and humble, fhould our hearts be in
the work of God! Who is [ufficient for thefe things !
To us wio are lefs than the leaft of all Saints, is 1his

S - grece
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grace given, to pf;ea:b among the Gentiles, the unfearcha-
. ble riches of Chriff,

Int the light of thi} dotrine, we may alfo fee, the
fpecial care we are to exercife, in admitting candidates
t6 the miniftry. Weare commanded to lay hands fud-
denly on no man. We are not to let ties of worldly
conne&ions enduce us to pufh men into this office, un-
qullified for the work. We are to know no man after
the fleth’; but to inquire concerning them, after the
fpirit : To know what fpirit they are of ; whether of
fear, or of power ; whether of a fevere, unkind, or gen-

. tle difpofition ; and of found minds, fit to be fet for
the detence of the gofpel.  Weare to inquire whether
they are poflefled of thofe natural and acquired endow-
ments, that in an age of increafing learning and infer-
mation, may tend to preferve the miniftry from that
conternpt poured upon it, on account of unqualified
men that prefume this facred employment. In fine,
we are to be weli fatisfied, that fuch as we would fet
apart for this holy office, are men of apparent piety of
heart, with regularity of life, and love to the work ;
without which, no good can be expected from them.

To you, my dear Sir, now to be clothed with the
facred office we have been contemplating ; may I not
fay,that weighty is the charge you are now taking upon
you ? Great is the preparation of mind you need. So-

lema is the work you are entering upon. May you
be
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Cnsteuy
be daily anointed with the fpirit in our text. Be fromg
in the Lord, andin the power of bis might. Leannot on

your own underftanding. Read much, and pray more,
Let love to God, to the Saviour, and to the fouls of

fen, ever influence your heart, in all your adminiftra-

. tions. Let not a fpirit of flavith fear, diQate in diffie
cult parts of your duty. It will betray the intereft of
Chrift, like treafon. Be neither rath, nor diffident,
Poflefs your foul in prudence and patience. Let wife
.dorn’s ways, which are pleafant, and her paths which
are peace, lead you in all the changing fcenes of life.
Love your enemies, do good to them that hate you,
and pray for them that defpitefully ufe you. Be faith-
ful to the people of your charge, and do good toall
. men as God may give you opportunity. In this way,
when you recline yonr head on the pillow of death,
you will be able to join the faithful Apoftle, in fay-
ing ; For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of
my departure is at band. I bave fought a good fight, I
bave finifbed my courfe, I bave kept the faith. - Hevce-
Jorth there is laid up for me a crown of righteoufnefs,
which the Lord, the righteous JFudge, fhall give me at
thaf day. '

To you, my friends and fellow-chriftians of this
church and congregation, let me obferve: That our

/

“connetion together, under the prefbyterian form of

govcr.nment,‘ is of recent eftablithment, You are cons
: vinced
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“yinced it was unfolicited by us, as well as attended
with expences, troublé and toil to you, and uneafinefs
to our congregational brethren. = On account of- this
uneafinefs and-difquiet to our fellow-citizens, we pro-
ceeded with the greateft caution, in liearing the requeft
of the town ; and finally, on the fame account, grant’
ed it with fome painful [enfations. Give me leave to
add, that much will depend upon the flability and

- gropriety of your fubfequent condu&, in proving to an

obferving world,the righteoufnefs of your intentions : in
doing which, it cannot fail, to give us unfpeakable

pleafure and fatisfaction. To encourage your hearts’
in every duty, God, in his holy providence, is granting
you the pleafure of feeing the inftitutions of the gof-
pel re-eftablithed in this place, ' ;

After the bereavement of your late worthy paftor
your ears have heard and pow your €yes fee the man
of your choice, to be your miniiter. Receive him

" in love ; ufe him with honor for his work’s fake. En-

éouragc his heart and ftrengthen his hands, in the good

work ofthe Lord. Bear him on your minds in prayer,
to a throne of grace. "He has accepted your invitatin

A to take the care of your fouls in the Lord. Attend

pun&ually to his i'nﬁl'u&ions. Give a cordial recep-

tion to the truths of God, he may deliver in your hear-
ing. Take him my dear friends asa rich gift of an
afcended Savipur, who received gifts for men, and

gave gifts unto men, that he might give men as giftg
- unta
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unto the church, that the Lord might dwell among
them. To conclude, May you enjoy a long, comforta-
ble and fuccefsful life together'; and afterwards be re-
ceived into that blifsful communion, where the pains
of feparation fhall never be known ; and where love,
light, life, joy and perfe@ peace torever reign,
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T HE

C HAR G E

BY THEX
Rv. DAVID ANNAN,
OF PETERBOROUGH

Ax ExTeEMPORANEOUS EfFusioN.

IN the name of God the Father, ot God the
Son, and of God the Holy Ghoft ; we, this Presby-
tery, have Ordained you, William Pidgin; to the of-
fice of the Gofpel-Miniftry, and as Paftor of the Pref-
byterian Church'and Congregation of Hampton in
particular.

We, therefote,:Charge you, before God, Angels
and Men, that you preach the word ; be inftant in
feafon and out of feafon ; reprove, rebuke, exhort
with all long-uffering and do&rine. Saul of Tarfus
once faid, Unto me, who am lefs than the leaft of all
Saints, is 1bis grace given, that 1 fhould preazb among the
Gentiles, the unfearchable riches of Chrif.  To you, Sir,

E this
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this day, is this grace given, that you prcacB among
this people, the unfearchable riches of Chrift. Youare
to preach Chrift, and him crucified. God fo bid,
faith the fame admirable Man, that 1 fbould glory, fave
in the Crofs of Chrift, by whom the world is crucified unto -
me, and I unty the world ! The crofs of Chrift is the
Chriftian’s glory. You are to preach all thé Do&rines
_ of the Bible, in conne&ion with Chrift. For # bim,
pave allthe prophets witnefs, that whofever believerh in
bis name, fhould obtain the remifficn of, f ins 3 and i it 1s cer-
. tain that the whole of the New Teftament is jutt a
Hiftory, of the Incarnntxon, the life, the fufferings,
. the death, the rcfurre&xon, the afcenﬁon, and interce(-
fion of out glorious Redeemer. You are to preach
Chrift, in the glory of his perfon—in the glory of his
nature-—in the glory of his office—in the gloty of his
love—in the glory of his fullnefs—and in the bnght-
nefs of ‘his glory. You are to preach the fad
and univerfal depravity of Human Naturg, the
do@trine of Regenetation, Juftification by the righte-
oufnefs of Chrift, San&ification by his {pirit, Adoption
into his family, and Redemption through his blo cd.

You are to exhibit the blood of Chnf’c asa
Jlounta.m fet open for fin and for uncleanncfs, to this
Pcople anc\l you are to invite ‘them to come to this
Fountain, to wath and be clean Itis faid, Thefe are
tbcy wbo came 0ut of ,gr‘tat Trzbulatum, and bau’ uq/}‘ed

: ' © fheir”

n
e o
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sheir Robes -ond made. them . white: in tlJc Blood of the

Lamk. We have been irformed, Sir, that you  have
been in great tribulation, the tribulation of a natural
State ; But, thanks be to God you have come out of
it. But,my dear Sir, you are about to enter into ano-

ther fcene of great tribulation,’ ¥ mean the ease of the

Chburch of God, in the midft of a crookéd and perverfe

generation ¢ But'we' truft you will alfo come out of
that ;like Gold triedin the furnace, with all its puri»

ty, and all its weight ; having loft. nothing but the

drofs, You are to live ear to God,. pray thdt thd

love of Chrift may be fhed abroad in your heart. The

Ai)of’de pbferves, Thelve of Chriff eonfiraineth us;Who

would ftand in this place ! who would dwell upon the

all-important do@rines of Cliriftianity, and brave the

dangers of a tempeftuous world ! unlefs he were con-

ftrained by the love of Cbriff. This principle fhed a.

broad in your beart, will make your bufinefs eafy,

and your fuccefs triumphant.

Feed the church of God which he hath purcha-
fed with his qwn blood. Rule the Church with dif-
cretion ; Be an example unto the flock ; adminifter
the feals of the Covenant of Grace to proper fubjets ;
give thyfelf to reading, meditation, and prayer.
Study to fbewo thyfelf approvedunto God, a workman that
nea.leth not be ajbamed, rightly dividing the word ¢f truth :

- and the things which thou baft beard of us, the fame com-

wmit thou 10 failbful men, who fball be able to teach otbers
alfo
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-alfo ; but lay bands fuddenly on’ na man. Tuke beed to

!by/?{f, and unto thy docirine, coutinue in them ; for in doe
‘tng this, thau fhalt both fave tb_yfelf and them that bear

’bego.'—:'w, < .

" You are to confider that a great number of fouls
are committed to your care, one of which, is more pre-
xious than a thoufand worlds. If they are warned of
their iniquity, and repent not;.they fhall die in their

fins ; but if thou warn thein not of their duty, theie
blood (hall be rcquxrcd at thmc hands. .
But are thcre no offices to be performed by the
‘people to their Paftor? Yes furely. It is your duty
to keep him free from worldly . cares, by contributing
abundantly to his temparal fupport. Comfort hirm
in his trials : Bear his burdens : Rejoice in his profpe-
rity : Show him. all countenance, in private and pub-
lic. Pray for his happy fuccefs, and efteem him. high-
'ly in love for his works fake. Now the God of peace,
that brought again from the dead, our Eord efus Chrift,
that great Shepberd of the fbeep, through the blood of the E-
t'grlqﬁikg Covenant, make you perfelt in every good work,
%0 do bis woill, working inyou; tkat which is well pleafing
in bis ﬁgbt, through Tefus chrift, to whom be Glo:y for ever.
dnd ever.” A ME N ,
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BY THE
Rw. SAMUEL T OMGB,

OF NEWMARKET

REveEreEND, HoNORED AND BELOVED.

ORDER, regularity and barmony are the ftrength,
beauty and perfe@ion of every fyftem, and every focie-
ty where they prevail :—take sbefe away, and all things
muft infltantly recede into a fate.of chawic confufica
.and inevitable ruin. The God of the univerie is the
God of order ; his laws are the laws of order; and
wherever diforder exifts in any part of his dominions,
it arifes from the wiolation of nature’s laws, and not
from any defef? in the original plan, .

~ If we for 2 moment furvey thofe heavenly bodies
- which compofe the filar fyfem ; how ~wonderful,
how exa®, how beautiful the regulanty
with which they perform their feveral revolutions !—
Sufpended in equilibrio between the powers of Gravita-
tion and Attraétien, each one fteadily purfues his courfe,
n mut ual harmony with the reft :—wheregs, if either
of
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of the above powers thould ceafe to ad, the whole fyf

tem muft be involved in fiidden deﬁru&@on.

Wnal Jcpma'cna then upot\ each other; - feems
to be one unwerjal law of creation ; 5 an'a mtfye very

ement of all _[;r/?ems, whethcr namral aw/ or religious,
- a

All creatuyres are, not iny ab/blulely degeuden: on
God, but allo re/atively z}’cpendcnt on each otlier ; fo
that in either fenfe, an\ndepe(dmt creature is an abjur-.
dity.

. Thns nmmal depcndcncc Y thq very fofndation
of civi] focicty, apd the afienfible. reafon of civil lavt
aod government ;—withot it, there cquid be noi fuls
je@tion, bistfexced and involyntery ; and io.. atithority,;
but u/urped andysranuical ; cenfequc‘ntly divil difcord,;

-

p.narchy wd deﬂimsﬁlen muﬁ enfuei- | Lo o L.

.qual’ey net:eifpfy ta Shea p.mfperity wsi happmcfs
of relzgum: fociety, is this:fpirit of mytual dependence
apd condefcenfion. As in the natural body, no one

" member ‘or part can-fay to.-anothes, . [ have soneed of
tb:r.;‘fo:jtris inothe Fhu'rch,lbgv body myﬂit;d. c s Ty

\ j \

thﬁe\rs of. thc gofpel may e conﬁdeted as g)e& '

to- thas Body; ‘becaufe by their bsavtwly tufirutions and

boly examples;: they point out the path of life to their.

hearers. .-Now the eye canfiot. fay to the.mott incon-.
ﬁderablc
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fiderable mcmbcr, 7 bpve o ‘need of thee ; neither can
the other mcmbers ﬁy to.the cye, we lmw » ueed of
yon. - - o

Morcover, as the chureh'of Chrift is but one, how-
ever dxﬁ’erentiy the parts that compofe it are denomis
nated ; fo all her minifters ought to be ove, in heart;
fentiment, affeCtion, and in the faith and fellowfhip of
the Gofpel; and therefore ‘ought to recitrocate thofe
tokens and fymbols of unity and love, which the gof--
pel-of Chrift fecommcnds -—-onc of which is the right
band of ﬂ‘fm/b‘h L

~

Bw:rma' and Dw Brotber,

" As 'you" are now {et apart to the office and work
of the chriftian miniftry by the folemn att of ordsnasion ;
I, in the name, and by the appointment of the ordain-
ing Prefbytery,prefent you this right hand of felloww/bip.-—
We do notview this,dear Sir, as 4 mere needlefs ceremo-
. ny, or juperfluous compliment ;—no it is full of impor-

tant meaning.—It is a public teffimony that we approve
your qualifications, buman, chriffian and miniflerial—
It is a facred expreffion of our love to you, and to the -
Church over whom you are fet in the Lord.—It isa
token that we cordially receive you and them into our
communion, both chriffian and minifierial.—We bereby
manifyt that you are welcome to our counfel, friendly af-
JiBance-and Prayers ; and that we expe& a mutial ex-
‘ :bange
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cbangé of all thefe, and every other. faod ofice. 'We with

~ you the bleffing of Ather,  May your fhoes be iron

and brafs, and as your day, {0 may your ftrength be.”

Let the Brethren of this church and congregation,
receive our moft fincere falutations, on this folemn, joyful
eccafion.

Honored and Beloved.

Younow fee the man,who has devoted bimfelfto the

fervice of your fouls in the gofpel.—With confidence
and good hope, we recommend him to your affetion

and love ;—to your fympathy and prayers. May ke -
and yox long walk together in the pleafant, peaceful paths

of wifdom, and finally be received into the the fsful
region of peaceand pleafure and joy everlafting.

AMEN.

~
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