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STATE OF NEWHAMPSHIRE,

In tbe Housz of Rzpnssznruxvas, Fune 7tb
’ 1792.
'Q T E D—That Mr. J. MACGRE-
GORE, Mr. GalIns, and Mr. 13
WuITE, be a Committee on the part of this
" Houfe to join fuch of the Honorable Senate
‘ as they may appoint, to prefent the thanks of
 the ngz/lature to the Rev'd Mr. Monusow,
Jor bisi ingensous and elegant Dz/cour/e, deli-
vered before them this day, and defire bim to
javar them with a copy for the prefs.
" Sent up for Concurrence.

]OHN S. SHERBURNE, Speaker.

In SENATE, ffune 7th, 1792.
Read and concdrreil-—’-Mr. SHEAFE, and
Gen. PeaBopy joined.
A true Coﬁy
J. PfArson, Secretary.




. ELECTION SERMON. g

R O M. XIIL 3.

FOR RULERS ARE NOT 4 TERRORTO
GOOD WORKS, BUT TO THE EVIL.

Fatuers ann Ferrow-Crrizens,
HAT the religion of Jefus is
§ the greateft ornament of our
* nature,and afource of fublime -
pleafures to men, will not be
/' denied, by any, who know its
author, underftand its nature, or have felt
its happy effeCts. The influence ot chrif-
tianity has the directeft tendency to correct
~ the errors of the heart, and to make the
life better. Its do&rines and precepts are
calculated to make us what we fhould be,
to God, ourfelves, and our fellow-men, in
every relation of human life.
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¢ ELECTION SERMON.
IT is, notwithftanding, very apparent,
that, through the malignity of its oppofers,
chriftianity has been loaded with reproache -
es and calumnies ; and efpecially with the
odium of being unfriendly to peace and
good government, and an enemy to Cefar.
Hence, the public inftruars of this reli-
glon, were ftigmatized with every appro-
brious chara®er; 5 as turbulent fellows,
fowers of fedition and ftrife, and treated
by fome, as common enemies to mankind.

TuesE calumnies were greatly occafion-
ed by the rigorous attachment of the Jews
to a fyftem of ceremonial obfervances ; in
oppofition to which, and agreeably to the
purity and plainnefs of gofpel worfhip,
the apoftles taught a glorious liberty in
Chiift, and charged chriftian profeffors
not to be entangled agaln with that yoke
of bondage,

To wipe away the odium of thefe
//”@{m;groundlefs sffertrons from the beft of
, caufes, and to prevent a mifconftrultion

of that liberty inte licentioufnefs, which




ELECTION SERMON, %
the apoftles had preached among the peo-
ple; the author of this epiftle takes occa+
fion, in the chapter whete our text is re-
corded, toenjoin fubje&ion to civil govern-
ment on all claffes of men : and he enfor-
ces thisduty, from theimportant confider-
ation of its being an ordinance of God.
Hence, ¢ Let every foul be fubje& to the
higher powers 5 for there is no power but
of God: the powers that be are ordained
of God.”

Tuus, though civil government be ana-
tural ordinance, itis alfo of divine appoint-
ment : therefore fubje&ion to it, is enjoin-
ed, not only ¢ for wrath,” or fear of pun-
ifhment ; but from chriftian motives, and

¢« for confcience fake.” '

T prEsumE that the apoftle does not bere
treat of the form of government, nor of
“the manner in which perfons ought to be
invefted with power ; but of the origin and

rife of government itfelf ; which he faysis -

of God, and ordained by him.—~Sometimes
 the way, in which perfons arrive at pow=
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er, is by ufurpatlon and opprefﬁon ; and
fuch generally govem in a tyrannical and
oppreflive manner. This was the cafe at
the time to which our text and context re-
fer. This is no otherwife of God;; than as he
permits it, for the punifhment of national
offences againft hlmfelf And though it
muft be acknowledgcd that people have a
. perfeét right to reform fuch a govemment
. at pleafure ; yet when the means of refor-
ination and fuch as would juftify refiftance
are not at all in their power, it is then
their duty to fubmit fo far, as may not of-
fend confcience ; becaufe government in
fome fhape or other, is abfolutely neceffa-
ry to the exiftence of fociety.

To this purpofe we may fuppofe, the
apoftle fpoke, when he faid, ¢ The powers
that be, are ordained of God: and whofo-
éver refiffeth the power, refifteth the ordi-
nance of God : and fhall recéive to them'
felves damnation.”

Tue fcriptures do not feem to dire
men, toany one particular mode or form of
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govemmentﬁhe exclufion of others. We
are left to make choice of that mode of go-
vernment, that may be moft agreeable to
our own minds ; whether Monarchy, Arif-
tocracy, or Democracy. The dictates of
feafon and common fenfe teach us, thatall
men are originally equal and free ; that by
the voice of the people, which we are to
tevere as the voice of God; fonie men
ought to be raifed from the common level
and invefted with power, to a& in the ca-
pacity of Rulers. ‘

Tue facred page is very explicit in af-
fording us information concerning the
* fource of civil authority, which is of God:
and concerning its end among men, which
s their good'; hence Rulers are called
God’s minifters, and his minifters for good:
and laftly concerning our duty to govern-
ment’; which is fubje&ion toit, and hanor
to its adminiftrators. Agreeably to this
view, the apoftle farther enforces our duty -
'~ fo government by the words of our text ;

which informs us, what rulers are in the
‘end and ought to be in the exercife of their
B

@
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officc. FoR RULERS ARE NOT A TERROR
TO GOOD WORKS, BUT TO THE EVIL.,~
They are a terror, but not to good men.
Whatever terror may appear about civil
government, there is nothing in its genu-
ine nature and defign, of which a virtuous '
and well doing citizen need be afraid. Ru-
lers are a terror to bad members of fociety
only. The neceflity of civil Government -
arifes from the wickednefs of men. Dif-
orderly perfons are enemies to fociety ; their
conduét tends to injure mankind, and to
" diffolve the focial union. Rulers are ap-
pointed for the protection of mankind,
and the prefervation of the focial union 4
therefore they are a terror to diforderly
perfons only.

Civir Fatbers of the State, I am well
convinced I have not been invited to this
defk to explain State policy, or to invefti-
gate the government of nations. Any at-
tempt of this kind would be arrogance in
me, and a refle®ion upon the profeflional
knowledge of the leaders of New-Hamp-
thire, I hope therefore, I fhallnot be un-
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dérftood in that unfavorable light, while I
beg leave to fubmit to your candid atten-
tion, a few obfervations, in which I fhall

_endeavor to thow, how, or by what means,
Rulers are a terror to bad members of fo-
ciety, and to them only. After which, I
{hall conclude, with fome fus¢able improve-

- ment. I proceed then to obferve,

1/2. TuAT a good planof government
greatly tends to make rulers a terror to
bad members of fociety, and to them only:

WiEN a conftitution is founded on the
true principles of moral government, the
exiftence of a God, and the propriety of
religious worfhip and formed according to
the principles of equal liberty ; virtuous
rulers a& with freedom and fpirit againft
vice ; virtuous ‘citizens are encouraged;
and the vicious part of fociety alone, are
difmayed,and fear the confequences of fuch
a fair foundation, for theadminiftration of
juftice, in the {fuppreflion of immorality
and vice. -
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Waen there are any remarkable defects
in a form of government, bad men have
yhelr eyes fixed on thofe, as open, though
back doors, at which they cfcape with im-
punity, in the practice of - vice. Every
good man, can boldly plead the benefits,
- and advantages of a good conftitution ; and
the ruler  can with grace and propnety,
prote& him in the enjoyment of them. On
the other hand, bad men are ever ready to
plead the defets, and greateft impérfecti-
ons of a bad conftitution, in favor of their
hcenuous condué't ; and in Iuch cafes, it
is not always poflible, nor eafy at any time
for the moft virtuous rulers on earth to.
prevent bad confequences

Tae baneful influence of a bad plan of
government feldom ppens the door, forone
fpecies of oppreffion, and injufice, alone.
Perfecution for confcience fake, oppreflion
in civil hberty, with adts of ‘common in-
juftice, and private mjury, generally go
together. They flow from the fame foufrce ;
arc camed on by the fame means andare
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equally fubfervient in their turn, to the
fame wicked purpofes of defigning men.

A coop conftitution is formed for the
prefervation of men in their natural rights,
‘and is calculated to fecure them againft
“the moft diftant fears of an invafion, upon
what is va]uable to men ; whether as mem-
" bers of civil, or religious fociety, and is
the beft and moft neceffary foundation for
the formation of good laws. Which in the

2d. PrAct, are equally neceffary to en-
‘able rulers to be a terror to diforderly
members of fociety. A code of laws, in
unifon with a good cenftitution, form-
‘ed upon the voice of the people, is fimilar
to a fortrefs upon a rock : It raifes rulers
above enemies to order and good govern-
ment ; and gives them every advantage, to
difplay dignity and terror; or clemency
and favor, as the happinefs of faciety, or
juftice and reafon may require.

Tue protection of life, liberty and pro-
perty, is the principal object of lawand go-
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vernment. Could thefe be preferved with-

out government, there would be no need
of laws. Thefe bleflings are fo infepara-
bly conne&ed, that one cannot be fully en-
joyed without the reft. When liberty is

Ioft, life grows inﬁped, and is not worth
the wearing ; for, in that cafe, we have

nothing we can call our own. A Juft af-
ter power and property, is natural to men
in general, and a prevailing paffion with
bad men. It is therefore evident, that
thefe important bleflings, are expofed to
conftant invafion by fuch charaters ; and
laws are abfolutely neceffary for their pre-
fervation. ‘The more juft and reafonable
laws are; the more fecure, may we fup-
pofe, the innocent and induftrious citizen
is, in the quiet and peaceable pofieffion of
all his rights, and enjoyments. In this
view, laws are no terror to a good man ;
they are his fafety, defigned for his hap-
pinefs as a man, and his profperity asa
member of fociety,

Tue vicious and diforderly only, are a-
fraid of good laws. For as the inftru-
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ments of death, in the day of battle, are
kept conftantly pointed againft the enemy; - -
o are good laws direted againft evil doers,
as enemies to the common good. They
_are made to lay fuch characters under pro«
per reftraints, or to punifh them, when
the power of reftraint fails to prevent their
criminalty. In this refpect, the law is not
made for the righteous ; but for the law-
lefs and difobedient.

~ Goon laws have, therefore, penalties ana

nexed, fuited to the nature and aggravati-
on of crimes. The ableft Legiflators in
apportioning punifhments in law to offen«
tes, muft be guided by reafon, and thede-
gree of injury which they carry, in their
hature and confequences, to fociety. To
punifh with lefs feverity, than the nature
of the offence requires, may be conftrued
s an encouragerent to offenders: To let
the punifhment exceed the nature of the
crime, is to eftablifh iniquity by law : be-
fides to extend capital punifhments beyond
due bounds, fruftrates their defign, by
defiroying their terror, in making them too
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familiarto our minds : all extremes fhould
be avoided. '

- YeT no fyffeny of laws can be fo per-
| fe& as 10 leave no room for after amend-
ments. Time and experience in the ap-
plication of certain laws in fociety, beft
difcover their imperfe&ion, or their worth,

. In fome inffances, a&ts formed by very wifé
legiflatures, have been found to have very
different effects, from what were original-
1y intended in their formation. Among
fuch muft benumbered all laws of human
authority, eftablifhing a preference of re-
- ligious tenets and denominations.  This
condud, according to the  hiftory of paft
ages, has ever been found, fo far froman-
fwering the promiotion of real religion and
benevolence: that it has been, a fertile
fource of ecclefiaftic oppreflion, and blood-
fhed.—Such laws have a tendency to con=
tract, and diftort the mind, to deftroy be-
nevolence in the heart, and preclude free-
dom of enquiry from the human under-
ftanding. God alone, islord over the con-
fcience, and good laws never, never aflume

the reins of government over it.
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Bu't ideas of religious liberty fhould nes
ver be carried fo far, as to drop religion al<
together from government. To do this, is
to drop the idea of the exiftence of God:
For, the immutable and eternal principles
of reafon concui with revelation, in de=
tlaring, that Gcd is an obje& of religious
worfhip. We cannot realize his exiftence,
without admitting his exifterice as an
objet of worthip. - To deny either, is fo
deny both, and at once deftroys the foun-
dation of confcience, and all moral obliga=
tion with it. No oath could be adminif=
tered in a fociety of this complexion. A
governtiient of this chara&er is a govern=
ment for abfolute atheifts only. No man
“can plead liberty of confcience, thus far,
without pleading againft the very exiftence
of confcience at the fame time ; and furely
it muft be erroneous to argue for fuch a
confcience, as does not confift with the
exiftence of.a moral world But not to
~ digrefs.

Waen experience, which has difcovered
the errors of fome laws, has clearly evinc-
e | _.
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ed the unneceffary nature of others ; it may
be proper to expunge fueh, from the re-
cords of legiflation. To continue laws of
lefs importance, than can be carried into
exccution by the ruler, with dignity and

 reafon, is tempting fubje@s to treat law °

t

with contempt, and fpeak evil of dignities.
If they are continued, and not carried into

" execution ; they may fink into oblivion, in

the minds of good men, and may fome-
times be 1mproved by vicious and defign-
mg men, to mjure the beft of citizens.
From thefe and the like obfervations, it
appears very obvious, that the promotxon :
of knowledge and literature, is a propet
object of law and government. It has the
greateft influence, to cultivate moralu
ty and virtue. Where the improve-
ment of the human mind is overlooked,

by thofe who ought to promoteit; the
people fink into ignorance and vice, and
ripen faft for barbarity and bondage.

ACCORDINGLY, in thofe ftates where the

- means of knowledge are fupported by good
laws, the people are enlightened: They
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know theexcellency of virtue, and the odi~
oufnefs of vice: They love and praltife
the former : They hate and defpife the
latter, as highly injurious to fociety—good
laws are therefore effentially neceffary.—
They are a defence to fociety : are calcu-
lated to promote the happinefs of man=
kind : wear the ftamp of reafon: are a+
-greeable to the fpirit of the conftitution :
are founded upon the voice of the people.
‘They encourage knowledge, virtue, indufs
try, and ceconomy : They difcourage ig-
norance, vice, and indolence ; and when
properly adminiftered, are a terror to bad
men. This naturally fuggefts in the

3d. PLaAck, that rulers are a terror to
diforderly perfons, by the jufticeand fidel-
ity of their adminiftrations. When thefe
-are wanting in rulers, the beft laws on
earth, may be wrefted to injure and con-
demn the innocent, and to exculpate and
even reward the guilty, In fome inftan-
ces, bad men fear not, fo much the right-’
eoufnefs of the law, as they do the honef-
‘ty of thejudge. Hence, the proverb, A
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man guilty of a crime, fears a judge, cons
icious of uprightnefs.”

Tue lofs, arifing from remiflnefs in men
of power, and from unfaithfulnefs.in pub.
licofficers, cannot be reftored by the good-

nefs of the laws, nor by the excellency of

a conftitution ; but the.deficiencies of laws,
. and imperfections in a form of govern-

ment, may be greatly made up, by the
faithfulne(s-and juftice. of rulers, in admi-
niftration. To promote the intereft of pis

Jocé:et_v is {till more in their power, when the

conftitution and laws harmonife in their
favor. :

* ENERGY,accompanied with juftice in.go-
- vernment, is always pleafing to good men:
and the contrary affords fatisfaction to the
‘bafelt part of fociety. ¢To whom under

God, the fupreme governor, fhall the vir-

tuous part of the commaunity look, for the
exercife of both ; but to their rulers ? Want
of energy in government, is anarchy, and
want of juftice, oppreffion; but integrity
‘preferves from both evils.  Should the

e — e —— -
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days come when the eyes. of the judge can
be blinded by a gift ; or mren in. place be
- fwayed. by prejudice and party fpirit ; then
may we fee wickednefs in the-placeof judg-
ment ; and.in:the place of righteouinefs,
that iniquity is there.—* When laws are
well made, they fhould be inflexibly exe
ecutcd * | |

: A Goop degree ofa d:ﬁntcreﬁed and pubq-
lic fpirit is:an important idea, to conﬁuute —
afaithful and honeft ruler. Man is not

-made for- himfelf.  The apoftle, forblds .
Iooking toour own things on a narrow
fcale, and enjoins, that we extend our views
to the things of others. Of all men-on
earth, aruler in-a democratic government,
is the leaft made for-himfelf: And with a
luftre pecaliarto his office, he fhines un-
der the influence of a difinterefted conccm,
for the public gpod.

< 'Bur I-proceed torcmauk

42bly. TuaT penetration . and abilities |
in judgment, are no lefs-neceffary to ‘make
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rulers a terror to evil doers ; than a faith~

ful and honeft heart. The word of God -

pronounces mifery upon the nation, whofe
rulers are weak-minded. ¢ Wo, unto thee,
O land, when thy king is a child.”” i. e
When he is weak, and devoid of the abil»
. ities neceffary for the effeCtual difcharge of
his office. Enemies to peace and order,
are not always confined to the clafs of in-
- ferior parts. Weakneéfs does not always
accompany wickednefs ; though we may re-
ally wifh it forever might. The latter is
no infallible evidence of the former. We
can eafily conceive of a very vicious mind,
endowed with great fegacity, and force of
underftanding. Befides,theadvantages of a
good education, are not beftowed on friends
to morality and virtue, to the exclufion of
others : thefe favors are frequently flung
away, on men of difhoneft hearts, and
make them able in eloquence, and con-

fpicuoufly great in argument. Rulers have

oftento combat powerful opponents. Men
of inferior abilities, however honeft in heart,
are not equal to confront with dignity,
and to confound with clearnefs, the fophif-
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tical arguments which may be advanced in
favor of wickednefs. Want of abilities in -
rulers, has an evident tendency to bring
government into contempt; and a con-
temptible government, is hardly ever fuc«

- cefsful in doing good.

~ Even an offender is not ftruck with
fmuch terror, when hé knows, that a well -
formed harangue, fhall prevail, over the
eredulous and weak, though upright mind
of his judge. Moreover, matters of a pub-
lic nature, are fometime fo complicated,
that men of the beft abilities, in connex-
ion with undiffembled faithfulnefs, find
it difficult enough to concert meafures an.
fwerable to the beft ends of good govern-
ment.

- It was thought a fevete judgment upon
the Jews, when they made public officers
of the meaneft of the people ; and there is
no reafon to confider it as any- thing lefs
upon any nation.

WaueN God is about to do any thing
great, and good fora people; he raifes up
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good and great men to govern in their

public councils ; but, when he is about to
“punith a people for their trimes ; or to dif:
" grace them for their tranfgreflions. he has
nothing more ro do, than to permit the
reins of government; to fall into the hands
of the weak or the wicked : and in either
cafe, the ruin of the nation is inevitable.
We may further obferve,

5tbly. TuaT rulers afe a terror to dif>:

order and vice, when their characters are
adorned with a virtuous life, and conver-
fation. The badges of ftate in a ruler,never
appear to fuch advantage, as when united
to the beauty of his virtues.

We may fear his power in the former,
but, can never revere and refpe his per-
fon, without the latter. Vice is the great
difturber of public happinefs: thedevour-
ing lion, that goeth about feeking our de-
ftrution : and thofe rulers alone, fupport
the dignity of their charatter, and diffuf¢
happinefs among mankind, wha oppofe
vice, and encourage virtue: who honor
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God by keeping his commandments, and

fubje@ their power to the {overeign laws
of morality and reafon.

Tue condué of rulers has 4 great influs
ence on thofe, they govern. We natural-
ly incline to imitate men in higher fpheres
of human life. When we have chofen
men to govern us, it prefuppofeth our high
éfteem of, and expectations from them.
We have conferred upon them the higheft
- honors we had to beftow. It is not moare
natural for children, to look up with re-
fpeét and honor to their parents, thanitis
for a virtuous people, under an energetic
government, to honor and refpeét virtuous
rulers.

_BU'I/‘, fhould vice aCtuate the ruler in his
private life ; or ambition and avarice pre-
vail in his public councils: he fullies his -
honor—his reputation is loft—his ufeful-
nefs deftroyed ; and the people left to be-
wail their difappointment, and to deteft the

object of their own ele®ion, as aterror to
b .
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good works ; but none to the evil. When
a felfith and vicious fpirit ftamps the cha=
rater of aruler, the felfith and vicious ap-
proach him, with a familiarity peculiar to
a fimilarity of difpofition,and they mutu-
ally firengtlien each other in their wicked
~ condu&. ' The wicked walk en every
fide, when vile men are exalted.” To thefe
obfervations, permit me to add in the

6¢h. PLACE, that a juft fenfe of religioti,
and the fear of God in a ruler contribute
much to the terror of bad men. This is
the fountain in the heart from whence
all genuine virtue in life flows. How ami=
able is the ruler whofe goodnefs as a man
we admire and love, more than we dread
his power as a magiftrate! How pleafing
is that obedience, which flows from a utiit-
ed regard to the excellency of the citizen,
arid the dignity of his office ! Under fuch
impreflions, with what folemn, melting,
death infpiring eloquence,does king David

pray for piety to his fon, and fucceffor in .

the kingdom of Ifrael | ¢ Give unto Solo-

. —— e .
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mon my fon, a perfect heart to keep thy
commandments, thy teftimonies, and thy
ftatutes.” Noris he lefs particular in his
charge to Solomon himfelf. Thus we hear
the venerable monarch, with all the pathos
of parental affeCtion, foothing his dying
pillow, in his laft addrefs, ta one of thé
wifeft of princes. ‘“And thou, Solomon,
my fon, know thou the God of thy fath-
ers, and ferve him with a perfe& heart,
and willing mind, for the Lord fearcheth
all hearts, and underftandeth all the ima-
ginations of the thoughts : If thou feek
him, he will be found aof thee ; butif thoy
forfake him, he will caft thee off forever.”
i What heart, that is not hard as adamant,
can read the following defcription of a
pious ruler, and not feel the fenfations of
delight and joy ? *The God of Ifrael faid,
the rock of Ifracl fpake to me; he that
ruleth among men, muft be juft, ruling in
the fear of God ; and he fhall be as the
~ light of the morning, when the fun arif-
eth, even a morning without clouds ; as
the tender grafs fpringing out of the earth
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by clear fhining after rain.””  Civil rulerg
of this charater, are herejuftly reprefent-

ed extenfive bleffings, as the fun and rain

to fociety. The influence of their exam-
ples, flowing from-a juft fenfe of religion
and the fear of God; will refemble the
cherifhing beams of the fun, and fatxsfymg
fhowers of rain defcending from the emi-
nence of their ftation, to nourith and fruc-
tify mankind. Good people will efteem
them minifters of heaven, and ordained of
God for good.—They are nuirfing fathers
to the church of God : Setting a high va-
lue upon their own rights, as chriftian

"mebers of fociety, they are ever ready to-

~ defend the facred rights of others.=Real-
izing the worth of religion to the commu-
nity, they do nothing to hinder ; but every
thing in their power, and confiftent with
their office, to promote its general {pread

and prefecvation.  Confcious that the na-

tion cannot be long happy, or free, with-
out its benign aid ; they are willing and
even zealous to encourage inftructors of
morality and religion.  Being highly fa-

s — — e~ __
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vored with the advantages of chriftianity
themfelves, they dread as an unpardonable
crimey the negle®t of tranf{mitting its blefl-
ed precepts, to fucceeding generations. Be-
ing preferved from ignorance and infideli-
ty.they fear thedifmal confequences of fuf-
fering the youth in a community, to grow
up under the difadvantages, peculiar ta
nations, not favored with public in-
firuction. You will pardon my zeal, ye
civil Fathers of the State; if I fay that the
fear of God is a prote®ing, and nurfing
parent, for order and good government.—
It unites the feveral parts of fociety, by the
ftrongeft ties of benevolence and love—
it difpofes all orders of men, to be faith-
ful to their engagements abroad, honeft
and induftrious at home—it fweetens the
power of the ruler, and effeCtually fe-
cures a confcientious obedience from the
ruled. From this mutual harmony, arife
‘the ftrength, beauty, honor, and fafety
of a nation ; and public happinefs is a
promifed bleflin g “For nghteoufnefs eX~
alteth a nation.” '



3o ELECTION SERMON.

ON the other hand, ; What is it thas .
ripens a nation for rain? The facred ora-
cles concur with the experience of all ages
in informing us, that “fin is a reproach
to any people.” = The voice of the moft
high 1s, “If ye be willing and obedient,
ye fhall eat the good of theland; but if
ye refufe and rebel, ye fhall be deftroyed.”

THe conduct of providence, to public
communities in this world, is frequently
very different,from that which he difpenfes
to individuals. A veil of darknefs covers
the face of providence, in difpenfing prof-
perity and adverfity, to particular perfons
in this life. Sometimes a man of diftinguifh~
ed goodnefs, is opprefled with affliCtions
and poverty ; while another is triumphant
in wickednefs, and poflefles more than his
heart can enjoy. There is, however, ano-
ther life, in which all this apparent differ-
ence, may be adjufted. But, in a general
way, national fins are punifhed with nati-
onal calamities ; and when vice becomes
predominant among ralers ; the jnfeftion
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goes by an eafy defcent, to the lower ranks
of the people, and tends to their deftruci-
on. A diforder, in the vitals of the com=
munity is. foon difcovered in its remoteft
members, and indicates the political fyftem
to bein a mournful decay. Once more,
in the

7th PLACE, the eminent natuve of their
office, affords rulers every neceflary advan-
tage, to difcourage wicked and unreafona-
ble men in the prafice of immorality.
They are God’s deputies on earth,—They
reprefent his moral government aiong
- ten.—¢ They are called gods.”—And it
is faid, that God ftandeth in their aflembly,
as in the congregation of the mighty, and
‘Judgeth among the gods. They are called
gods, from the power with which they are
cloathed by the people, from God, to make
laws. They are awful, from their appoint-
ment by providence, to fit in judgment,
and deliberately doom to death at the bar
of juftice. They are irrefiftible, to carry
Iiito the fulleft execution, every degree of
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punifhment prefcribed by law, where gov-
ernment is in force and energy. Thus, civil
rulers, whether legiflative, judicial, or exe-

~ cutive, are reprefentatives of the Supreme
Ruler, whom the prophet ftyles, our Yudge,

our Lawgiver, and our King.—The more

agreeable the adminiftration of government
is, to the moral perfetions of God, the

greater is its terror to wicked members of
fociety. And as itis an unquefticnable
truth, that God is terrible, to immoral
men, both in time and eternity: itis
equally obvious that rulers infpired with

the fpirit of their office, are a terror toin.

jurious men, in every departmient of the
community. Miferableand wicked men on-
ly, wifh there wereno God ; and they are of
the fame defcription who wifh there wers
no government.

IT remains that we finifth this difcourfe ‘

by the propofed improvement. And

LeT me remark, if I have faid any thing
in the foregoing obfervations, worthy the




ELECTION SERMON. 33

hotice of rulers ; upon proper reflection,
we may find fomething fuitable for thé
attention of the people. When a foc1ety
is happy, each member of the community
endeavours to know his duty, and to ad
his part, with ﬁdehty and reafon.

My friends and fellow ¢itizens, fincé
the eftablifhment of a free government
does us honor, let us never do dithonor to
ourfelves, by difobeying its legal and con-
ftitutional commands. Let us never dif<
cover an impatient difpofition under the
neceffary reftraints -of good government.
Thefe reftraints are our fafety.  Refift-
ance to a governmé'nt like ours tends to
ruin. Neither let  us be meanly jealous
of men whofe _polifical "exiftence is bit
temporary, and derived from the people.
Let us guard our eletions well, and ftig-
matize with contempt, every mark of bri-
bery-and corruption. ' But' when we have
chofen men to rule by a clear majority, ]et

even the minority truft them with a man-
E
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ly charity, and tret them with refpect
agd hogo; --Tl)xs i3 theirc due. -—It is mugh
to thc dx(honor of afrec commumty, to

vvvvvvvv

: among thcm{plygs, or {pgakmg gyll Qf dig«

nities. We may rcﬁ affured, pur rnlcr§
have many motives to excite their faithful-
nefs ; but few, very few to lead to thecon«
trary. Every principle of duty and inter-
¢f} canfpite to make them what they fhould
be. It cannpt be expeled, but, that the
charafters of candidates for places of pow=
er ang truft, thould undergo an infpe@ion |
by the public eye. If they arg found fair,
they haye the hetter profpect for public
benar, in new ¢lections: but if nat ; can-
didates know that they will, and know
that they ought to be negle@ed, if not dg-.
fpifed. Ina republic, the majefty of the
people is great, and theiy bar tremendons.
If we know and exercife the power that
belongs to ys under God 3s the founda-
tion of goyernment, rylers can never be
loft to ys, unlefs they arg loft to them-

ielyes_.  'This leads
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zdly 'I‘o obferve, that asthe promoﬁon
of knowlédge and literature is an obJe& of
law with good rafers; fo it alfo ought to
be an obje& of univerfal attention among
the people. Ignorance is the greateft' ene-
my to the happmefs of any natnon fg
puts an énd to punty of manners, real
rehglon, and good government chked
and defigning men, go abr oid without
fear, as beafts of prey in the mght, to de-
ftroy under the clouds of 1gnorance —_—
Knowiedge is neceifary to gwe us a pro-
per view of our nghts as men, and of our
daty, : as members of fociety.

AN 1gnoranf people, eveén in'the full
poffefﬁon of their rights, ai¢ apt to carry
hberty into extrernes, and fobfi degenerate
into anarchy ahd confufiori. Impatient -
of delepated power to rule them; they af~
fi dﬂlé' thie reitis’ of government themfelves,
dnd'as a celebrated flatefman’ obferves,
riake laws for the reprefentatives, debate
for the fenate, and pafs fentence for the

LY
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Judge.* When this is the cafe, the virtue
and comfort of a republic are departed.—
The prmcxples of Democracy being very
pure, are eafily corruptcd and need to be
carefully preferved on every hand Licen-
tioufnefs is as great an enemy to its true
genius on the one hand, as de(potxfm is
on the other. He is as real a political
robber, who would fire a nation agam[’c a
free government by the former, as the ty-
rant that would affume government with-
out their confent, on the latter. A luft
of boundlefs power and liberty, is the
fource of both their wickednefs. The
libertine would fain do what Ae plea/es
againft good government by corrupting the
people ; and the defpot would fain do what
ke pleafes againft good people by corrupt-
ing the government: and they unite in
being equally deftrutive to both people
and government. Inveft a libertine with
power and he is a tyrant ; diveft a tyrant
of his power and heis a lxbertmc. The
true fpirit of Democx_‘;;cy is equally diftant

# MORTBSQUIEU, SPIRIT OF LAWS.
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from thefe extremes, and knowledge is the
beft prefervative from them. Where the
cultivation of the human mind is negleét-
ed it is dlﬁreﬁ'mg indeed! Zeal degene-
rates into fury—rel igion into fuperftition,
or atheifm—reafon into fophiftry—cou-
rage into cruelty-——mduﬂ:ry into floth and
avarice—and government into abfolute
fway Every enemy to pubhc inftruction,
is an enemy to the political happinefs of
his nation, and every oppofer of chriftian-
ity is unfriendly to the  beft foundation
for order and good government in the
hearts of men.’ ki

Acarn, let it not be thought inconfift-
ent with the fpirit of my prefent duty, or
offenfive to your delicacy to hint, that
it affords fatisfaction to every good mind
that the neceffary expences of good go-
vernment be difcharged with cheerfulnefs.
¢« Render to all their due, tribute to whom
tribute is due.” He that repines at the
performance of this part of his duty to

® CONSTITUTION OF NEWHAMPSHIRE,
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government, has nof juftly eftimated its
value, and betrays hisignorance of its real
worth. The fupport of government fhould
be without regret in the fubje®, and bear
fome degree of ufeful proportion to the dig g
nity of the office and nature of the em-
ployment in the ruler; but let usneveren-
courage the luxury, pomp or oftentation
of monarchial governments, Thefe are the
enfigns of pride, wickednefs and vanity.

LET us my dear countrymen, reJoxce
this day in the pofleffion of a free govern-
ment ; where our eyes behold our rulers,
not as aterror to good men; but to the
- evil. While clouds of hereditary rights,
fhadows of arnﬁocracy, and the darknefs of
monarchial governments involve other
nations in flavery, we are free. Let us
rejoice that rays of our rifing light and na-
tional hberty are dartmg to other nations
and promifing a benign influence over the

world. O, blefled land of light and liber-
"ty, where every genius has a fpring and
altsitfelf, Our heart fhould heave with
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gratitude to God, the giver of every good, -
and governor of nations!

BuT, let all orders of men guard againft

~ the abufc of pnvxleges When the Jews

kept t the covenant of their God, they tris
umphed over their enemies. But when
they forfook him,he forfook them,and they'~
were carfied captives to diffant nations.
Public vice and irreligion may foon ruin us;
Thp 4echv1ty of public vice, is like a decli-
vity of jce, and hurls headlong to deftruc-
tign. It is much eafier tofhun than toget
fafe off the ﬂlppcry precipice. Let not the
tables of intemperance, luxury, or gamb-
ling, which end in hnts, hofpitals and gaols,
enflave our fouls from our God, or fteal

“our time and talents, from our duty. And

may we ever ftamp that iniquitous fpirit
of avarice and fpeculation, wherever it ap-
pears, with every fign of contempt, that has
lately done difhonor to 3 principal city*
in our continent, ruined fome private citi-
2gns, and even threatened to injure que

% KEWYORK.
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chara@er as a natiofi.  Publi¢ virtue and
religion are ornaments to thie human mind,
and cannot fail to fhow their effeéts on fo-
tiety. - Theboafted glory of ancient Rome
is afcribed to her public virtue and her fall
to her vices. ‘ Her rulers are faid to have
payed the greateft attention to the public
good. They renounced private eafe for
the welfare of the commontwealth. It was
high treafon to employ the pubhc revenues
for any other purpofe than the intereft of
the republic—fhe rofe—empires depended
upon the voice of the fenate, and all na<
twns revered Her refolves.

On the other hand, hcr fall in which -
the left her offspring the flaves of a race of
tyrants is afcribed anto the following vices.
A felfifh mind takes place of a public fpirit.
Ambition advanées by ‘intrigue i into pub-
lic truft without any regard to merit, In-
temperance weakens hér bodily firength and
~ debales her once renowned courage—cruel
avarice plundered her provinces to fupport
the pride of individuals.  All orders of
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men becothe venal. © The feeds of diforder
are univerfally fown in Rome—~Her fena-
tors betray her—her generals deny their
aid, and turn the edgé of their fwords
againft her that bear them—fhie is del:
uged in the blood of her own children:
The miftrefs of the word meanly bows—
«fues for chains and owns a conqueror.”
The experience of “all nations may teach
the neceffity of public virtue and religion
to give permanegncy to our government;
and to prolong otir happinefs as a nation.

FiNarry, my fathers in government,
if I have not already quite exhaufted your
patience, fuffer me to obfeive, that as the
great concerns of the community are com-

mitted to your care, no one clafs of meti

has the increafe of our happinefs, or mife-
1y fo much in their power. You are 4
fource of tmiverfal joy or grief, in propor-
- tion as you are qualified for, and faithful

in your duty or not, *When the right-

eous are in authority, the people rejoice—

but when the wicked bear rule, the people

mourn,” ; What political blefling can any
. T
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people reafonably expeét from their rulers,

that we your conftituents may not expe&t
from you, confidering your advantages
for being a terror to evil doers ?  § What
pains can we feel or fear of political evils ?
You area&ing upon the firm bafis of a con-

ftitution founded underGod upon the voice

of the people. You are in the pofleffion of
a code of excellent laws, with full power to
amend whatever your experience and fu+

perior difcernment may feévami(s in them.

By the free fuffrage of your fellow citi-
~ zens, you have the fulleft - evidence of the
confidence of your country in your abili-
ties and faithfulnefs for government. A
powerful part of the community will con-
fider it as ominous of continued profperi-
"ty to our ftate and nation, that you enter
on the important bufinefs of legiflati-
‘on, in the fear of that God, whofe minif-
~ ters you are, and whofe moral government
you reprefent.

AnimaTED by fuch noble motives,you
will realize the fuperintending prefence of

e —— ——— p—
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the Supreme Ruler, o whom you are ac-
countablein all your deliberations. In this
~ way,you will anfwer the benevolent defign
of your honorablp office, in being a terror
to every fpeaies of pelitical wickednefs and
other vices among men ; and a ptalfe to
v1rtue. : L .

.

ActiNg on the political ftage of your
country under the ipfluence of fuch fub-
lime prigciples, you will fhine as lights
while you are on it ; and obtain the higheft
applaufe of your conftituents when you
" leave it ; and O ! Fathers, when the mo-,
ment "arrives, that you muft forever re-
nounce feats of honor on earth, your me~
mories will remain, embalmed in fociety
when the ndme of the wicked fhall rot.—
And the teftimony of a good confcience °
will enlighten your chambers in death—
fcatter the gloonh of the grave—direct and |
fweeten your paffage to feats of honor and
glory immortal. 9, 7 19 |

AMEN.
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